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PREFACE

‘It was the suggestlon of the Provincial Historical Assoc:auon .
‘regarding the compnlmg of local histories that caused the Thorold )
and Beaverdams Historical Society to put forth this -work, ‘although
the members had long’ {elt that the 'Iownshlp possessed a history of ,

) 1t{m&mwell worth recordmg : : L
Considerable ‘space” has been devoted to lhe Town of Thorold T
and to the Vlllages of. Allanburgh Port Robinson and. St. Johns . o
West, which lie wholly within the Township ; while bnefer mention T 1
v has been‘made of Fonthill, which lies partly within Pelhamﬁ\As\_ :
,‘ ~ only a small portion of Welland is on the south side of the Chippawa \:
@4 Creek, and since the town is considered as separate from the -
Township for all municipal purposes, its history has -not been,{“‘“
“included in this work. - It is hoped, however, that both these -
. places will receive due aftention when the Townships of Crowland
and Pelham record their annals. oo .
~ The mformatlon has been gathered chleﬂy from the descendants -
.of the early settlers although, wherever possible, documentary
evidence has also. been obtained to verlfy any statements made. In .
such a:work it is impossible to..prevent errors’ from creeping in, for, - ' \ :
in the absence of written records on ‘many points, even the best 3
authorities differ greatly. :
- The. writer takes this opportunity of thanking those who have 50
kindly furmshed assistance in procuring information. It weu “be
_ impossible to mention the names ‘of all those within the Townsh
_ ‘%f . who have aided the work in this way,lbut spec1al thanks are due to
Mrs. James Munro, Historian of the Socnety, who- has glvemmuch \
N I - valuable help ; to A. W. Reavley, Esq,, B A, Principal of ’T‘f@rold N
. High School, who has written the chapter on Geology, Archaaology '
and Topography ; and-to. A. Sutherland, -Esq., who has furnished
- the history of the fire comparty.” Through the kindness of many




.

persons hvmg outside the Townshrp, accurate information has been
obtained on many important points: Miss M. A. FitzGibbon of
Toronto, author of “A Veteran of 1812”; Sir John Thorold Bart.,
Syston " Park, Grantham, Lincolnshire; . Col. G. T. I)emson,

“Toronto’; Stephen 'Beatty, Esq., St. Catharines, who has furnished :

most of the information regarding the Fenian Raids; and Capt.
Cruikshank of Fort Erie, from whose monograph entitled “A
Century of Municipal History in Welland County” the chapter on .
mummpal government in-this hook has heen compiled.

»
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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE

" The Thorold-and Beaverdams Historical Society, in bringing out
this Jubilee History, are working in the pioneer line of a movement
which it is hoped will become general throughout the Dominion.
The recording- of the history of the. different localities; fully andj
freely, by historians born and residing on the ground, frequently
actual descendants of the pioneers who wrested - their bhpmes from .
the forest, protected them . from the beasts that roamed at will, and
- again defended them from the foreign invader, is a work of too much

value and of too vast. importance not to be enco.uraged to the very
utmost by every patriotic citizen.

The publisher of the History of Thorold, for himself and for the
Soc1ety which he represents, has to acknowledge a warm u}terest in
the work, and many kindly expressions . of. apﬁreciatiori of the effort,

. even while the work was in course of preparatlon, from many whose
opmlons are of value.

Prom a purely business point of view, the enterpnse must be
allowed to be a bold one. To publish such a book at such a price,
the chief demand for which must necessarily come from a single town-
ship, and make it a financial as well as a literary and artistic success,
requires no small degree of confidence, not to speak of the assurance
that the venture will be fully appreciated ‘in that small constituency.

The illustrative features also call for mention. Most of the

- photographs, excepting, of course, the portraits and a few old
plctures, from which the engravings were made were- taken by

Thorold amateurs, and the quaut‘of'the—engravmgs—as_ebey_z.ppear\_

in the book speaks well for the skill and care bestowed upon the -
originals. Those illustrations whick are- from photographs by
professnonals are so marked.

o
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.. ERRATA

Page 19.  For * Frederick Buck” read ““Frederick Bouck.” ]
Page 20. For “ Iots No.. 905, 906, 9oy,
207, 208 and 209.”

908 and 909” read “ lots No. 205, 206,
Page 81, line 6. .

““The first proprietor was a widow named Johnston” should

read “‘ the wfdow Patterson ”” (who erecteci the hotel).

Page 98, line 1 5." .For *“ medals are now being given” read * the -government has

now under consideration the question of giving xﬁedals,” etc.

" Page 132-3.  For revised list of Methodist ministers see Ap[ien_dix L.
Page 145, line 18. For nine years” read ** thirteen years.”

Page 151.  For *

debt ” read ¢

church debt.” -

- Page 175 (illustration). For Veterans
T “in 1892.” ’

pledged one-third of his life insurance towards the church
pledged his life .insurance to the extent of onle-third of the

..... ~'. remaining in 1893" read

Page 179, line 7. F or ‘“ first stage” read ** third stage.”’

- Page 192-193. Log building east of Port Robinson was
erected in the Township of Thorold—afterw.

Page 24, Appendix.

omitted.

the first log building
ards removed to its present site.

* The name of Jahes Battle, deputy-reeve for 1892, is .
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CHAPTER I

ToPoGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND ARCH/EOLOGY

General Topography. Surface: - Soil. Trees and animals. Prehistoric races

‘Neutrals™ houses, and customs.  Ojibways. Trails. Onghiara, or Niagara. -
Folklore. An Indian burial. Indian relics illustrated. o

-

Thorold township-is the central one. of the three forming the
northern half of Welland county : it is bourided on'tl;x'e north by’
the townships of Grantham and Louth of Lincoln county, on the
‘east by the township of Stamford, on the-south and west by the
townships of Crowland and Pelham respectively. ‘It has an area of
twenty-five thoixsand, seven hundred and sixty-five aéx;,ési - ’

Thorold is in the main a level plateau, varied with an undulating
surface in the northern and northwestern portiox'as,_ where it is
decidedly hilly. It is worthy of notice that the Welland river, ‘which
forms the southern boundary, has deepened its bed to such an

© extent that the present level of the river is about eight feet below

the level of Lake Erie.. This condition is’ the result of ‘the
deepening of the Niagara gorge, into which the Welland river flows.
The northern extremity of the township presents a feature equally

‘ ‘inte'restiang to the geologist. Here the plateau. ends abruptly, o

forming in some places a steep bluff one hundred and fifty feet high,

* constituting what is called by geologists the “ N iagara escarpment.”

Along this bluff there are numerous indications which prove
conclusively that the shore of Lake Ontario once followed the cliffs
near vCa‘rtmell’s quarry and Lakeview cemetery. At that distant
period an observer at either of the above points would have seen the
blue waters of Lake On’tarjo at his feet, instead of nine miles distant
as we see.them to-day. The beautiful stretch of country called the

~ “Garden of Canada ” was then the bottom of ‘a lake; whose  shore -
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_7 can still be traced westward from Queenston to Burlington quite

around the lake. There is no ‘way of knowing with any degree of -

certainty the length of time that has elapsed since: the lake occupied
the former level ; but it must certainly be very great, the - more
moderate esfimates being from eight thousand to SIxty thousand

years.

GrorLogy. The surface strata. are a]luv‘ial deposits of -the post

glacial period, which vary in depth from twenty to eighty feet. . In
this period the whole of the Niagara District, and in fact the greater
part ‘of western- Ontarlo, was under the: sea. " Beneath the alluvial
deposits we find the “ bed-rock ? pohshed and scored with ¢ strie,”

iR

Face of cliff at Cartmell’s quarry, with new Welland canal in foreground. /

'

running from south-west to north-east. The bed-rock in Thorold

township is known as the Niagara limestone, and is a silurian
formation. It is. a massive, dark blue rock of magnesian and
sificeous character, copiously interspersed with cavitiés containing
calcspar and gypsum: It ‘is highly bituminous, emitting from its
seams an inflammable gas. Below the formation: just described we
come to the ‘“Niagara shale,” a bluish grey or nearly black
laminated mass, which shows a marked tendency to decompose and
" crumble when exposed to the atmosphere.

Next in order occurs a member of the Clinton group, a very hard
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' and durable hmestone of hght grey color, and. about sixteen feet in

thickness. Thls rock furmshes excellent material - for bulldmg

purposes. | LY :
Underlying the above is a formatlon of llght green shale five feet .

in thickness, which soon’ turns to clay on bemg exposed to the

“atmosphere. o - -

The next in successxon is known as the Medina sandstone, a
greyish or brown mottled formation of fifteen feet in thickness.

Below the former are alternations of sandstone and limestone.
sixty feet in thickness. Lower, we encounter a light grey- quartzose
sandstone of excellent quahty, largely quarried from Queenston to-
Dundas. :

The suitableness of Thorold stone for all purposes of construc- -
tion has been amply proved by its use in the locks of the Welland

canal“and in public and private buildings. The excellence of the

lime and cement made from the calcined rock has gained a most

- enviable reputation from being employed in the construction of such

works as Victoria bridge and the St. Clair tunnel. A consideration

- of the foregoing, in connection with the ready means of transport

available, leads to the conclusion that the rock formations of
Thorold and their "products will play an 1mportant part in' the
mdustnal and commercial interests of the future.

- SotL. The soil is chiefly a heavy clay ; butthere are numerous

* areas of sandy loam throughout the township, and along the Pelham

line a purely sandy soil is found* Such soils in our climate always

. produce a luxunant growth of woods, and the virgin forests of

Thorold are not surpassed by any others in the provmce These

. include beech, maple, o2k, chestnut, walnut, elm, hickory, ‘pme, ash,
‘and linden (basswood), besides many smaller species.

The level character of the central pomons of the township was
an obstacle to the dramage, and this in turn delayed settlement.
The uncleared portions continued for years to furnish a harbor for
deer, bears, wol&es, lynxes, and an occasional 'pé.nther~ ; while the

‘numerous small streams.were the abode of the beaver and the otter.-

But the soil, once cleared, repaid amply the tiller’s labor in the

‘abundant yield of the more useful grains and vegetables and hardy
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fruits.. The soil has proved an excellent one for the:growth of
nursery gtock, one firm having several hundred acres under
cultivation in the towﬁship for that purpose. - With such a soil, and
convenient markets, it is needless to state that the farm?‘ of
Thorold are a xhrlfty class.

ARCH&OLO(W‘*‘B,.IS |mposslble to say much of the archzology
of Thorold township distinct from that of the. Niagara district. So
far as-the whiter 'knowst no ossuaries have been found in the
townshfp, though numbers of them doubtless exist ; but excavations
have not been fortunate in discovering them. -

The abundance of stone and flint implements found everywhere

seems to indicate that every hillock has been the scene of a “death”

/ .

View from top of cliff at Cartmell’s quarry, showmg prlmary bed of lake Ontario,
now traversed by new Welland canal.

in the chase. ~ These lmplements do not differ materially from
“those- used by primeval man in other parts of the world. In
outward appearance they resemble closely the representatives of
the two ‘well-known classes—palaeollthlc (old stone) age, and
neolithic (recent “stone) age.  The. first, besides “instruments of
doubtful use, includes rudely formed arrow tips, spear heads and
knives, along with rough or" unpolished stone axes and: hammers.
‘The second is characterized by well formed arrow and spear heads

“of flint, by pohshed stone axes, gouges, etc., and bv une,lazed >

r
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pottery. The difference between the two classes is. fairly
represented by the groups shown ‘in Plates I and II.

Whether the race which used the rough stone implements was
“identical with that which ‘used the more skilfully made weapons

~ cannot now be determined from the evidence at our disposal. It is, ¢
however, affirmed that only- one_race occupied the Niagara dlstnct :

prior to the coming of the Jesult missionary, La Roche Daillon, in
1626. If - this 1mprobable -contention be correct, then the

a. Spec1n1en found on Muisiner farm, near Chippawa river. b and.c. F ouﬁd near
town of Thorold. d, d, @, d, d, d. Specimens rudely formed.

Attiwandarons or Attikidarons were the first occupants, of the

Niagara district. Unquestionably they used the artistically formed .

flints, for they had, we are credibly informed, no knowledge -of
metals before the arrival of the palefaces.” The Attiwandarons,

speaking approximately, occupied a. long, narrow strip along the.

north shore of lake Erie, bounded on the: north by a line . from

Sarnia to Burlington : on-the east their settlements extended beyoﬁd .
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the Nlagara river to Genesee. They~ were the kinsmen of the
- Hurons to the north of them, and also of. the fierce Iroquois to the

east.and south. The Attiwandarons received from the French the,

name of “ Neutrals ” because they took no part in the deadly
.struggle between the Hurons and Iroquons. .

Our knowledge of the Neutrals* is obtained from. the . Jesuit
missionaries, who sent yearly to France an account of their work
among . the savages of Canada. These ~narratives contain full

a and b. Axes used by Neutral%. ¢y Cy €y r." Arrow- heads. d, d, ({ P,lmtd\m e§
e. Boring instrument. f. Gouge. ¢. Spear-head.
descriptions- of the manners and mode of life of the once powerful
race which held possession of this part of Ontario. ¥ .
The visit of the first missionary to the | % Neutrals 7" has- been
mentioned : the . second was made by Fathers Breboeuf and

e

* Theseswritings, known as « Relations of the Jesuits,” were publxshed at the

time in France, and were reprinted in 1858 by the Canadian (,ovemment.

t+ Those wishing fuller information regardmg the Neutrals are referred. to '

Parkmans ¢ The " _)esults in’ North America,” to Dean Harris’ ¢ The. Catholic

" Church in the Niagara Peninsula,” and “The Annals of Nlagara, by William -
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Chaumonotv in 1640. From them we learn that the Neutrals were

the most ferocious in Canada. In 1640 ‘their forty villages

contained a population of 12,000 souls, dlstrxbuted ‘over the area

- already defined. -

They were possessed of a splendld physxque, and in this Tespect

“they were superior to the Hurons and Iroquois.. We must call then’

ingenious mechanics if we consider together their workmanship and

their tools. Theuj flints are among the best specimens ‘made by

savage man. Stone implements hard enough to cut glass have been

. found, worn into symmetrlcal shape, which must have cost incredible
_perseverance. Their constructive power made thém good surgeons.

Though hunting and ﬁshmg gave them an abundant ‘supply of
ammal food, they had clearmgs in which’ they. grew maize, pumpkins
and beans. 1In many of their customs, they resemble their. ‘kinsmen
the Hurons. "In summer the men wore no. clothing, ‘but ~tattooed
their bodies ; whlle the women went but scanuly attired. But in
winter both sexes were comfortably dressed in furs' and skins.

But however rude their customs were, they possessed two~which -,

~are not thought to be unworthy of the dignity of modern sociéty.
: Thelr fondnéss - for gamblmg and thelr love of smokmg are’ the

practlces reférred to. v : Con
In the Nlagara district the Neutrals had numerous small v1llages
and two large ones, viz.: at Point Abmo and Niagara. - “The last -

" name’is but a changed ‘form.of the Indlan appellation * Onghlaf’a,

which was once used to desxgnate the Neutral village which stood

on the 51te of the present historic t tow The land” ad]acent to the -
‘village W'IS well culfivited in the gromh :of ‘maize. and tobacco.

The traditional treeless districts of Stamford townshlp may havye .
been 51m11arly dgsed. - s C
In ’IZhorold as in ({ her- parts of the’ prounce, there were

© temporary v1llages, used only during the huntmg season. Along the
‘:\Velland rlver,\evpry bank examined. gives proot of occupation, by
_ the abundance of ﬂakes of flint, fragments of arrow- heads and other

broken 1mpTements On the Muisiher farm, already mentioned
(Plate I), all the mdlcatxons of former habitation are met.-with, while

“on the opposnte’sxde of the river, in Crowland townshlp, a burial

R ‘e
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place is known to exist. The suitableness of the banks of the

Chippawa (Welland) river for temporary residences is obvious: the

stream is the largest intersecting the  Niagara peninsula, and is

‘navigable with canoes fully twenty-five miles from its mouth, and

- had the important advantage of leading to a section abounding in

game. . o - . :
The Neutrals usually lived in bark wigwams ; but, like the
Hurons, they had “long houses,” from forty to two hundred and
forty feet in length, and thirty feet in'width and height. To build a’

house. of this kind, they planted two rows of saplings the required ‘

distance apart, to form the sides. These poles were then bent
together at the top and tied to form the ridge. Other poles were
tied horizontally, to give firmness to the structure. The sides and
roof were formed from pieces of bark securely fastened. An
opening a foot wide was left the entire length of the roof for the
“escape of smoke.. Berths were built a few feet from the ground
along both sides of the house, and here, on mats and skins, réposed
the inmates of the house. In winter a row of fires was built in the
“centre of the house, from one end to the other. In many parts of
the province the position of these houses can still be traced, as at
Point Abino, by rows of ash heaps, which in some cases reach a
depth of two feet. The ash heaps are flanked by accumulations’ of

‘camp refuse of equal depth, containing fragments of ‘pottery, pipes, .

bone needles and other implements casually dropped.*
CHARACTER OF NEUTRALS.. - The cruel, warlike character of the
"‘Neutrals is brought out in their war with the Mascoutins or Nation

of Fire, a. numerous people who inhabited the south shore of Lake

Michigan. - The Neutrals, two thousand s;trong, besieged their
enemy for ten days. Then faking the town by storm, they made an
indiscriminate slaughter of men, women and children. Eight

hundred prisoners were captured and brought back to the Neutral -

country.f .

) * The best examples which it has been the good fortune of the writer to
examine are found on the farm of the late Cornelius Burwell, Elgin County, near

Eden, Ont. . )
t Relgtions des Hurons, 1644. BTN
.
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These events took place in December, 1643. The victorious
Neutrals, on reaching their own country, portloned out the prisoners
among their cantons, and- put them to death by prolonged torture,
the details of which seem too shockmg to relate.

/-

‘But the day of vengeance was at hand. The Iroqu01s found a

pretext for attacking the Neutrals in - 1645 1650. The Mohawks '
“and Senecas took two frontier towns belonging to the Neutrals, one

of which contained 1600 men. They slaughtered the old people
"and children, who were too weak to stand the journey té the country
-of the Iroquoié, but took with them a large number of prisoners,
chiefly ydung women. The remainder, of ‘the Neutrals were so
terrified by the fate of the captured towns that they fled from their
, vxllages, and, abandonmg their territory, sought safety in the remote
wilds of the forests. Thus separated, the fugitives soon either
succumbed to starvation, or were absorbed into other tribes, and

the Neutral nation became' extinct\ forever. But we still find traces

of the vamshed race in our plowed fields, in our gardens, and even
in our streets—traces which excite our cur:omty, and deepen the
mystery of human hfe and progress. :

For an unknown period the country of the Neutrals remained

2

4 solitude which was avoided by superstltlous Indians ; but it was
finally occupied by the Chippawas, or O]lbways, as the word was
sometimes used.

The colonization of the English and French on the Atlantic
coasts doubtless did much to attract the western tribes eastward for
“the purpose  of barter, to Whicp the superior itnplements of the
Europeans gave an irresistible .impulse. Stone axes, flint knives
and bone needles yielded at once to steel ones, for which there
‘was' a keen demand. .

This seems to be the most plausible explanation of the re-
" settlement of the Neutral country by the Chippawas, and also of
the trans-continental trails connecting the east with the great west. -°

A part- of these trails afterwards proved ‘of great service to the
U. E. Loyalists, who wished to make their way to the Niagara
frontier in order to escape .the persecutlon of an mto]erant,
victorious democracy

BN

/

/
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One of these routes passed from Detroit th;ough Canada by
what is now called Talbot street and the Canboro road to the
" Niagara river. 'Two branches of the trail cross Thorold township.
Commencing at Fonthill, the -Canboro road passes through
Allanburgh to Lundy’s Lane, where it intersect.é the “Portage Road,”
which ran fram Queenston to a point on the Niagara river above the
- Falls. The other branch deviated to the northward, followmg a part
of the Beaverdams and St. Davxds roads to Queenston. Another
trail ‘connected Lundy’s Lane with Burlmgton, thus crossing the
Queenston trail not far to the south of the town of Thorold, and is
sull in use as a travelled road.
. The branch of the Chippawas which took possession of the .
. Neutral country are known as Mississaugas, who continued to
» occupy the country till their title to the land was.. extmgmshed
.. through purchase by the British, Government.
' Owing to. their commerce with the whites, their hablts were very
different from those of the Neutrals. They copled many of the
virtues of their ‘ white brothers and sad to say, many of their
vices also. In loyalty, honor and gratitude, the most .illustrious
examples may be found—examp]es which utterly shame the’ weaker
product of civilization. © Still, they clung with tenacity to thelr pagan
rehgxon
Tt is much-to be regretted that the early settlers of this district
have not left us written accounts of the customs of the Indxans with
whom they came in contact : - such mformauon would be of .the
highest value to-day. Most of the traditional lore i so ~corrupted as
to be almost worthless.
The following brief sketch of the bunal of a pagan Indlan chief
may be relied on as correct : -
A flotilla of fifty or more canoes ‘brought the’ funeml party to a -
spot on the bank of the Welland river, in the township of Crowland,
on the farm now owned by Jabez Clarkson. The body was dressed
in the official costume of a chief of that tribe.- It consisted “of A
moccasins, leggings and coat made of buckskm with profuse |
_ornamentation of beads, feathers and porcupine -quills.  In the grave
besxde ‘the body were placed a bow, some arrows and a tomahaw
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Then the assembly formed in a circle about the grave,.and :the_
officiating chief began his harangue. He faced the east, holding his
tomahawk . in ' the right hand, and’ commenced to speak, at

_ times swinging the -tpmahawk over-his head, pointing now at the
- deceased, now towards the sun. Continuing, he faced gradually to
the south and then to the west, and finally completed the circuit of o

the heavens; arriving at the point where he began. . Throughout the
oration. he gesticulated wildly, frequently pointing to the east, to the:

.sun and to the dead chief. =~ Whether the speech related the

history of the tribe or enumerated the exploits of the dead brave in

_this world, or whether it expatiated on the joys of the “happy

hunting ground” beyond, the spectators could not tell; but one

~ thoughtful onlooker beheved he saw unmxstakeable reverence for

the sun. ’

,; Such, in brief, are the.. main facts in the hlstory of the races

which once occupied Thorold township and the adjacent territory.
But since those days the whole face of the country is ' changed.
Instead .of the continuousi:vfor_ests, within -whose shadows the
Attiwandaron, with his mute dogs, pursued the antlered mohai’éh,
we have to-day a picturesque landscape checkered with meadow and
grainfield, studded here and there with trees of a new growth.
Instead of the intricate trail of the savage, broad highways open to

" us vistas of orchard, farm and dwelling. The warwhoop has ‘given
" place to the whistle of the locomotxve, and the howl of the wolf to
the bleating of sheep and the lowing of cattle. A sunshine of peace

has dispelled forever the darkness and horrors of two centurieé ago,
and the words of the poet seem to be realized :

No clime than this hath prouder, brighter hopes,
With its innumerable and untrod leagues
" Of fertile earth, that wait but human skill
And patient mdustry, by commerce fed,
To win their way to eminence as proud '
As any nation on the varied earth—
The balmy winds may breathe more fragrant 51ghs o’er other clxmes,
And rarer flowers may in their gardens bloom ;
But in.stern majesty and grandeur, none
- May bear the palm away.
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CHAPTER 11

SETTLEMENT

. United Empire Loyalists. First comers. ~ Mode of travelling. " Indian treaties.
" The naming of Thorold Township. List of original patentees. List of
Butler’s Rangers who settled in the Township.  Notes' about the first

settlers.

Our debt to former generations is often all ‘too easily forgotten ;
but we, who are now enjoying the goodly heritage of this most
favored land, may do well to consider the struggles and privations of
those who first tilled its soil. : . o

Distinctively a U. E. Loyalist settlement, Thorold township could
not have been more fortunate in the character and ability of its
founders: Having already made one home in the wilds of America,
no or)e*’knew better than they how to cope with the difficulties that
everywhere beset them.  Clear of brain and strong of body, men
who feared God Zand'honored»\the King, they drained the swamps,
cleared ‘the woodlands, livetf . honest, - industrious lives, and left
behind them families well fitted to carry on the work so dobly
begun. " ' ‘

Throughout the Revolutionary War many persecuted loyalists
from New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania fled for refuge to the
Niagara frontier.  Fort Niagara sheltered several thousand Tories
until after the independence of the United States was declared, as

bef(\jre the boundaries of the new Republic were clearly defined that
spot still lay within the British jurisdiction.  Then they crossed
over into the British colony, and from that time until the end of the
century a constant stream of U. E. Loyalists came to make ‘new
homes in Upper Canada g”nd New Brunswick.* A letter from Col.
Butler to Gen. Haldimand, dated the 17th of December, 1780,
reports that four or five families had already settled in this districf,

. o
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and had built themselves houses. Probably there were also others,
unknown to him, who had- settled as ‘““squatters” in the woods.
The Misener family records give 1782 for the date of the building
of a log house by Leonard Misener on Lot 180, on the Thorold
bank of the Chippawa river. The year 1783 brought a large number
of settlers. About this time John Brown took up land at the Gore,
and Abraham Overholt settled near the Pelham boundary, while

John Kelly came from New Jersey to make- his home near the
present town of Thorold. The first white child born in the

township was. Kelly’s son Isaac, who lived from 1787 to 1874. -

Neither necessity nor .hope of reward was the chief cause of.

these immigrations. In some cases the Americans had offered

tracts of land to the loyalists if they would promise allegiance to the .

new government.  Such an offer was made to the younger Jacob
Ball’s fathet-in-law, Captain Clement, known as Ranger John, who
had led a regiment of Indian warriors on the King’s side all through
the war. - “ No,” hotly replied the sturdy old fighter ; “ I'll follow the
British flag into the wilderness of Canada, to live under it there, and

" if need be to die for it, but never to fight against it.” . Other and

more worldly-wise subjects of King George found it wiser for their
- families’ sake to accept the bribe and promlse to preserve a neutral
attitude, while at the same time they sgave vent to their loyalty by
covertly assisting . His Majesty’s supporters in crossing. to Canada.
Then, nearer thé close of the century, they were better able to join

" their friends and take advautage of the grants given to the U. E. -

”

Loyalists.

The early settlers of Thorold were chiefly of Dutch or German ‘

descent, and nearly all were adherents of the Lutheran Church.
These men had come on horseback by way of Niagara or Fort Erie

~ from their old homes, several families travelling together.  Port-

manteaus fastened to their saddles contained their chief portable
possessions, while those who could brought also a cow or two and

some hogs.  Often there were not enough horses for the number of

travellers, so, in order that the women might ride, the men had to
walk most of the way, while little children were balanced on each

side of a saddle "in improvised panniers.  Quaint, patheﬁc proces- .
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sions these little bands of exiles must have appeared, not, perhaps,

-without a touch of the comic to unsympathlzmg spectators.

In several cases the men had come ﬁrst, and those. who had

" been too openly faithful to the ng were afraid to'go back for their

families, so sometimes this duty would be entrusted to a friend who
had been less zealously loyal. - One of the Swayzes, who had-
ev1d_ently underesnmated his service to the Crown, volunteered to
convey the wives and children of some neighbors from New Jerfsey. .
to Niagara; but the new Republic had remembered him as a warm
Tory, and some soldiers were sent down to capture him at his old
home. -After feeling a bayonet’ thrust - through his sleeve and
unpleasantly near his arm while hiding beneath the floor of a log
cabin, he decided upon an artificeby which his pursuers were sent
off in the wrong direction : taking the heels off his boots and- fasten-
ing. them to the toes, he left mlsleadmg tracks in the mud, and was

_‘able to carry off his charges in safety.

The first settlers came by the Indian trails, while the later ones
followed the “blazed ” paths. - Often they were obliged to hide in
the daytlme, and do all their travelling by night, for fear of meeting
with hostile Indians or United States soldiers. However, they were
treated with great kindness by the lloy‘al Indian tribes. When they
reaehed the Niagara river, it was alv}ays easy to get canoes to Cross -
in, and once on British soil they felt compensated for all the

' dangers of travel.

The Indians may be said to have ‘ceded the tOWnShlp to. the
Crown in will on May 22nd, 1784, and in deed on December 7th,
1792.  The treaty of the earlier date gave up most of the district
‘lying between Lakes Erie and Ontario, but a careless ‘description of ' v

~ the western boundary made it impossible upon actual survey to

decidé upon that limit of the land. So, in 1792, a new treaty was
signed, definitely mcludmg the site of Thorold in the lands thus

surrendered.
‘The following is the full text of the trwty

J. Graves Simcoe. ~ 7TH DECEMBER, 1792.

This Indenture, made at Navy Hall in_the County of Lincoln, in °
‘the Provmce of Upper Canada, on the seventh day of December in
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the year of Our Lord one thousand ‘seven hundred and ninety-two,
between - Wabakanyne, Wabanip, Kantabys, Wabaninship . and
Nattoton on the one part, and our Sovereign Lord George the Thlrd
by .grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, ng, '
Defender of the Faith, &c., &c.,-on the other part.

. Whereas, by a certain indenture bearing date the twenty—second
day of. May in the yedr of our Lord one thousand seven hundred -
and - eighty-four, and made’ between Wabakanyne, Nannibosure,
‘Pokquawr, Nanaughkawestrawr, Peapamaw, Tabendau, Sawainchik, -

. Peasanish, Wapamanischigun, - Wapeanojhqua, Sachems and War
Chiefs and Principal Women of the Messissague Indian Nation, on
the one part, and Our said Sovereign Lord George the Third, King
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, &c., &c., on the other part,

It was witnessed that  the said Wabakanyne and the said
 Principal Chiefs and Women above named, for and in consideration
of the sum of eleven hundred and eighty’ pounds, seven shillings and -
fourpence of lawful money of Great Britain, to. them the said
Wabakanyne, Sachems, War. Chiefs and ' Principal Women in hand,
well and truly did grant, bargain, sell, alien, release and conﬁrm
unto His said Majesty, His- Heirs and Successors, all that tract or
parcel of land lying and being between the Likes Ontario and Erie,
beginning at ' Lake- Ontario four miles westefly from the point

_opposite to Niagara Fort, known by the name of Messissague Point,
and running from thence along the said lake to the creek that flows .
from a small lake into the said Lake Ontario, known by the name-6f
Washquarter ; from thence a northwesterly course until it strikes
the river La Tranche or New River ; thence down the stream of the:
said river to- the part or place where a due south course will lead to
the mouth of Cat Fish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from
the. above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid- River La
‘Tranche, following the south course to the mouth of the said Cat
Fish Creek; thence down Lake Erie to the lands heretofore
purchased . from the nation of Messissague Indians; and from
thence along the said purchase to Lake Ontario at-the place of -
beginning as above mentioned, together with the woods, ways, paths, -

. waters, watercourses and appurtenances to the said tract or parcel

. of land belonging. To have and to hold. unto Our said Sovereign

Lord the King, His Heirs and Successors for ever, as in and by the

said Indenture will more fully and at large appear. T

And whereas at the time of e‘(ecutmg ‘the said Indenture the
boundaries of the said parcel of land were on one side described by

aggimaginary line running from the small Lake Washquarter in a

north-west course until it strxkes the river, but from an actual survey
it has been discovered that a line from the said Lake Washquarter
carried on in‘a northwesterly direction will not strike the said Rlver

La Tranche.

" And whereas it is necessary and expedient that the boundary

/
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_ lines of the said parcel of land should be more accurately laid down

: and described. . . - e o

‘Now this Indenture witnesseth, and the said Wabakanyne,
Wabanip, Kantabus, Wabaniship and Mattotow do hereby
acknowledge and declare that the true and real ‘description of the
said tract or parcel of land -so bargained, sold, aliened  and
o transferred by and to the parties aforesaid is all that tract or parcel
’ . of land lying and being between the Lake Ontario and Erie~
- beginning at Lake Ontario four miles south-westerly from the point
- opposite to Niagara Fort known by the name of Messissague Point,
_and running from thence along the said lake to the creek that falls
‘from a small lake known by the name of Washquarter into said Lake
" Ontario, and from thence north forty-five degrees, west fifty miles ;
" thence south forty-five degrees, west twenty miles ; and thence south
“ until it strikes the River .La Tranche; then down the stream of the
said river to that part or place where a due south course will lead to
the mouth of Catfish. Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from the
_ above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid River La Tranche,
following the south course to the mouth of the said Catfish Creek ;
thence down the Lake to the lands heretofore purchased from the
said nation of Messissague Indians ; and from thence along the said

S purchase to Lake Ontario at the place of beginning as. above |
4 o mentioned, together with dll the woods, ways, paths, waters, water-
A courses and appurtenances thereunto belonging. “And therefore the.
) said Wabakanyne, Wabanip, Kantabus, Wabaniship and Mattotow, -
¥ - for and in consideration of the said sum so advanced as aforesaid,

and for the further consideration of five shillings of lawful money of
: Great Britain to them, the said ‘Wabakanyne, Wabanip, Kantabus,

' Wabaniship and Mattotow in hand duly paid at and before the seal- -
! _ ing and delivering of these presents, and for the better ratifying and
4 .- confirming of the heretofore recited Indenture, have granted, .

+

&

B W

B e e R L X PTRET W - I

bargained, sold and confirmed, and by these presents do grant,

bargain, sell and confirm. to His Brittannick Majesty, His Heirs

: , and Successors, all that tract or parcel of land lying and -being

3 . between the Lakes Ontario and Erie, beginning at ‘Lake .Ontario

| I - four miles south-westerly from the point opposite to Niagara

= Fort known by the name Messissague Point, and running from

| thence along the said lake to the creek that falls from a small
lake known by the name of Washquarter into the said Lake Ontario;
and from thence north forty-five degrees, west .fifty miles; thence -
south forty-five degrées, west twenty miles ; and thence south until
it strikes the River La Tranche ; and: then down the stream of the
said river to that part or place where a due south course will lead to
the mouth of the Catfish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from
the above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid La Tranche,

*  following the south course to the mouth of the said Catfish -Creek ;
thence down Lake Erie to the lands heretofore purchased from the -
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nation” of Messissague Indians; and from thence along the said
purchase of Lake Ontario at the place beginning as above
“mentioned, together with all the woods, ways, paths, waters; wﬁter
courses and appurtenances thereunto ‘belonging.

- To have and to hold all and singular the said - tract or parcel’ of
Jland, with its appurtenances, unto HIS Britannick Majesty, His heirs
and successors forever. )

And whereas at a conference held by John Collins and Wllham -
R. Crawford, Esqrs., with the principal Chiefs of the Messissague

Nation, Mr. ]ohn Russeau, interpreter, it was unanimously agreed
that the King should havé a right to make roads through the
" Messissague country, that the navigation of the said rivers and lakes
should be open and free for His vessels and those of His sub]ects,
that the King’s subjects should carry on a free trade, unmolested, in
and throngh the country : . Now this Indenture doth hereby ratlfy
and confirm the said canference and, ,agreement so had between the
partleq‘aforesald giving and granting to His said Majesty a- power
“and right to make roads .through “the said Messissague country,’
together with the navigation of the’said rivers and lakes for His
vessels and - those "of His 9ub]ects trading thereon free and
unmolested.

" In Witness Whereof the Chlefs, on the part of the Messnssague
Natlon and His Excellency John Graves Simcoe, Esqr., Lieutenant-
.(rovernor of the said Province, &c., &c., &c., on the part of His
Britannick Majesty, have hereunto set their hands and seals the day
and ‘vear first above w rltten in the presence of

Jou~n BurTter ¢+ [L:S. \VABM\ANYNF L. S. (totem)/"
R. Hammeton - [IS. Wapanip L. S.] (totem)
Ropt. KERR . L.S. KaNTABUS L. S.] (totem)
PeTER RUSSELL L. S. \VABANINSHIP L. S.] (totem) -
Joun McGiLL L.S. MaTtTOoTOW. L. S.] (totem)
Davip WiLLiam Swrru [L. S. J. Gravres SiMcoE([LL. S

- Tt was fully four years after the signing of this treaty when the

first patents of land were given. By that time the Niagara district
had been thoroughly surveyed, and the whole peninsula had been
named Lincoln county. The townships were known at first “by
number, Thorold being the ninth. Even as late at 1798 ‘it appears

without a name on a ‘map of the organized ‘part of Upper Canada.
made by D. W. Smith, the number in this case being g95. The

townships were nearly all called after the subdivisions of old

. Lincolnshire, the chief exceptions being Niagara, which has thus

perpetuated. the name of the old " Indian village, Onghiara, and
Thorold, which was called after Sir John Thorold, at that time and

o . o . /
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for several years prev10us Member for Lincolnshire.
are an’ ancient Lincolnshire family of Saxon origin, whose seat is’
Syston Park in Grantham. The Sir. John Thorold who was head of
the house in 1775 was ﬂreatly(mterested in colomal questions, and A
_voted against the war with America, and it is ﬁttmg that’ his name
g should be perpetuated in'a colonial townshlp o ‘
.. . The Chippawa Creek, whlch forins. the southern houndary of
" Thorold, was at this_time ;re-named the Welland, and 10- da) it is
indifferently called by both names. ' :
‘The grants of land and the names of thc patentees for 1796 are :

The Thorolds

NAME OF PAI‘ENTEF : ACRES ‘?C \ NO OF LO[‘ )

Hon' Robert Hamﬂton 2000 22 5-2‘28, 231-237, 240,' 242-246,
‘ : o 253-254, 258.- , :
. Jacob Ball v 100 3 7

.-Jacob Ball, jr. . . 200 6,7
Andrew Heron - - © 400 20, 33
James Jones ' © 200 34 35

. William Dickson 250 40,41, 42
Israel Swayze '550- 535 54, 55, 75, 76,
Edmund Frost ' ggo‘ gs §7, ;g 51 77
Andrew Whitsell:' -~ 300 39, 60, 61

" Abraham Overholt 400 156, x5‘17 161, 162

. Captain Thomas Welsh 1600 241, 247, 248, 249, 252, 256 v
Those who recelved grants. in the followmg year (1797) were :

Andrew Jones ' 200 21, 22
Esea Waterhouse .280 " 23, 24, 36, part of 37°
Isaac Swayze ' 220 Partof 37,.38
John Brown - © 300 64,65 The Gore -
- John Vanderberg - 700 118, 119, 141, 143, 143, 144, 145
Harmon Vanderbarack 150 Part 1 35, 178
John Lautes .- 200 155, 163
Blackly Robins 200 194, 158 .
Peter Misener ) 256 179, 195 -
-James Berger - (full amount not given)  Part 239, 257

Agnes Brown - 165 Part 259, 260
The allotments for 1798 were partxcularly ]arge bemg

e

|
- George Keefer - 600 9, 10, 11, 18, 10" -
‘George Miller , 150 2’7, P’art 28 > 104 {
Jacob Upper © 200 44,67 - R |
~George Couke . 400 45, 68, 91, 114 |




Robert Wilkinson
John Kelly

_Ezekiel'Younglove:

John Stoffle
_Christian Ninger -
WilliamVanevery:
Isaac Haney
Obadiah Hopkins
. Ephraim Hopkins
Christian Bouck
Joshua Robins
Thomas Haraghan

George Hartsell - -

Leonard Misener.
- James Park

- Sainuel Street
John Carl

Emanuel Stmehuff ‘

James Crawford
Andrew Heron
John Camp

© . SETTLEMENT

300 46, 47,69
200. . 48, 49 .
750: 78, 136, 137 138 139, 140
100 ‘80
200 86; 87
300 96, 97, 120
300 130, 132, 107 .
200 146, 147
200, 148, 149

' zoof 150, 151

200 159, 160 .

100 168
400 144, I45, 146, 147
300. 180, 196, 197
200 183, 184 )
400 185, 187, 188, 189 -
440 186, 203, 204, 213 -
200 214, part 215

so Part 215

| 250. 222, 223

250 250, 251

In 1799 only two patents were issued, namely

George Bowman
Leonard Mlsener

1801 was the next d'lte of issue, when these grants were made

"Abraham Larraway

~-George Upper . -

- John Decue
Anthony Upper
Adam Dennis
Benajah Williams

- Eleanor Ostrander-

Isaac QOstrander
George Lutes
‘George Hoover
John Dennis’
Frederiek Buck.
John Castlc,man

400 .
~230

200
400
200
100”7

400

100
100
100
100
200
100
200
100 .

29, 30, 31,
198 210

14, 102

43, 897112, 66
58, 817,

95 . °

105, 106, 129
113

11§

116

Y7

126, 127

128

219, 220

zz/i ’

The follm\mg patent% hear date 1802 : -

‘ George Miller
John Wilson
John Brown
Benjamin Canby

' 290
350

100 -

400

25, 26

50, 51, 52, part 53

. 109, IIO Ill, 134
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B © Joha McAlwain : 100 164

A4 Hon. Robert Hamilton  20¢ 181, 182

‘ ' James Gregor 222 199, 200
John Williams 320 201, 202
Jonathan Silverthorn 210 229, 2 30

o s , In 1803 the following grants were made:

George Turney : 144 Y4 4
Jonathan Hagar. ~ ° 300 62, 63, 64, 85
" Isaac Ostrander , 200 70, 93"
Peter Ostrander 100" 94
Benajah Williams .100. 90
John Brown . oo 131
Peter Staght 200 165, 170 ,
Deborah Topham 3 s
John, Andrew,: Wm. o :
and Nathan Cohoe - 300 166, 167, 168, 172
- Christina Ostrander ‘ :
Amy Keevers et al
Edward Topham 100 173
Hon. Robert Hamilton 100 190
Job Robins 100 191

The léter grants were given in the folléwing years :

Andrew Hansalear 200 12; I3
1804 Peter Ostrander = 100 71

John Wilson 200 73, 74

John Lutz 200 155, 163

fGeorge Turney 124 2,5
. 1805{_]ohn Hill ' 200 15, 16

1806{Peter Boughener ‘100 152 ‘
Sarah Robins 200 . 192, 193 - .

1807 - Andrew Whitsell 200 82, 83

Henry Damewood 200 153, 154

e e~ aarrmme oo o e S

| . 1808 Thos and John
j 5 v Wilson and 800 .905, 906, 907, 908, 909, 216, 217,
- _ : , John Hannin . 218 5L o
: EE <. {Jobn Hill . 32 Part 8
‘18094 George Keefer 32 Part 8

Eleanor Ostrander 100 169

Mathias Crysler - 200 238, 239 .

181‘0 Andrew Whitsell 100 54




: 181S{Lt Col. Colley

o -
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George Bowman - 150 ' Part 28, 19 ~
8 . First Rectory in ) S
Thorold 400 98, 99, 100, 121
William Halton 30 -Part 215

v

‘100 224

-

Lyons L. Hoster

1816{Thomas..'l‘_oppinp: 100 171
John _Darlmg . 100 153

i817 . Stephen Seburn - 300 123, 124,125

1825 Joseph Augustus
Wilford 84 225

1829 John Clark - 200 211, 212

Many of these names have a special interest because of historic
association. The following men. had served in the Revolutlonary
war in Col. Butler’s famous company of Rangers :

~ Jacob Ball ' William Vanevery

* Abraham Overholt / - Christian Bouck

- Andrew Jones - Thomas Haragan
John Brown James Park ‘
John Lutes - C George Bowman |
George Lutes Abraham Larraway
Peter Misener o John DeCou
Leonard Misener - ° Frederick Buck
George Miller - John Castleman
Ezekiel Younglove * George Turney
John Stoffle o Mathias Crysler

In the Canadian Archives, Haldlmand collection, we find vthis

~account of Capt. Jacob Ball:

“ First Lieutenant Jacob Ball.

Place of nativity, Schohary in ye County of Albany, P N. Yk.
Length of service—6 years.

A Farmer, Captain of ‘Militia, left “his estate and family in 1778
and hrought off . part of a company of men and joined the corps of

Rangers.”

As the Balls had Whig relatives, and were connected by marriage
with the Van Rensselaers of Revolutionary fame, the Tory members
of the family had to pay dearly for their loyalty.

The Turneys were an Irish family, as is shown by the followmg
extract from the Archives concerning one of the Rangers :
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“First Lieutenant John Turney.
Place of Nativity—Strangford, County Down, Ireland. .
Length “of service, 25 years, 18 years on’ the® King’s (or 8th)
_Regiment, 17 of which a non-commissioned officer.”.
Many of the Thorold patentees were not residents of the town-.
“ship. The Hon. Robert Hamilton lived at Queenston, and took an
active part in the early politics of the country. Isaac "Swayze, who
made his home at Niagara, was a member of the first Parliament
-of Upper Canada. - Samuel Street’s name was associated with
Niagafa Falls; he was known as the wealthiest man in ‘anada',
and was a sort of banking institution for .all the settlers in the
district. ' : e
Among the actual residents of the to“'nship, the Miseners were
among ‘the first comers. - They were of Dutch “extraction; the
original spellirig of the name being Miznardt, afterwards corrupted to
Muisener. - The brothers, Leonard and Peter, came from Pennsyl-
vania near the Virginia border; they brought their goods and
chattels in a wagon that had carried supplies for the King’s party in
1776 ; a hub of this wagon is still in the possession §f one of their
descendants. Leonard Misener first took up 500 acres of land near
- Drummondville, but as he could raise only buckiwheat there, he’
exchanged for land in.Thorold ‘near the presenf village of Port
Robinson. - ' ' ' »
The DeCous were another family whose name appears in various
forms ; we find it.in dog@{ents as DeCue, DeCau and DeCow,
while the present spelling i DeCew.. The family had originally
fled from France as Huguenots; and after several generations‘
had lived in England some of the name emigrated to” Vermont,
where Capt. John DeCou was born in 1766. At the close
of the American revolution his father’s family removed to Upper
Canada, crossing the river at Queenston. Capt. DeCou selected
a property to his liking in the townshipé of Thorold and Grantham,
including what is now DeCew Falls on the Beaverdam Creek. He
purchased one man’s right to'a hundred acres for an axe and an
Indian bldnket, and another hundred acres for a géld doubloon.
George Bowman, or Boman, was a Dutch Loyalist, who came
with his son in 1783 from the Schuylkill ‘mountains ‘:near, the

.
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Hudson. They travelled on foot for about five hundred " miles
_through an almost unbroken wilderness. After securing-a title to a
large block of land in Thorold, they returned to -their. old home,
where Bowman settled bis affairs ; and then, with his wife and five
children, he. started on the.long ]ourney to the scene of hlS future
labors. -
The Swayzes (or Sweezys) were of Welsh descent, and came to
Canada from New Jersey. Israel Swayze was the chief founder of
the old settlement at the Beaverdams. )
In 1790 George Keefer, a youth of elghteen, and hxs brother
Jacob, two years younger, left the United States to seek a honft
) underbB_ritisli rule. Their father had come from the-vicinity of Stras-

bourg, and settled in New Jersey, but the Republican government -~

had confiscated all his property. The brothers walked all the way
from New Jersey to Canada, following an Indian. trail througha. -
dense forest. When. they reached the _site of Buffalo, . they found
only a few ﬁshingthuts. _ Crossing the Niagara River at Fort Erie,
they continued their way until on the site of the town of Thorold
they found a lone squatter who had cut down a few trees and built:-
a log hut: He gladly sold his. claim to the young men, who stayed 3
for two years clearing the land and 'lnaking‘a home for their mother-
and family. In 1792 the brothers walked  back for them, and
several other families returned with them to Canada. . '
John Brown came from Schohary in Albany County, New York
State. He: was a German by birth .and a Lutheran by religion,
although in. the _rhatter of war his views were decidedly Quakerish.
~ He first made his home at Niagara, where his son was born in 1784,
but before Thorold was surveyed. he took up'land in the township,
“where he lived until his death in 1804. _
The Cohoes had originally emigrated from the north of Ireland
to New Jersey, and from the latter place they came to- Canada in
1787 ‘The children received grants of land in Thorold, in’
acknow ledgment of a petltlon sent by them to the governor in 1789,
* stating that their father. had been the only Tory member of a large
family, and that his politics had brought him to this province, and k
that after suffermg many prlvatlons because of his loyalty he had
' dxed in the “ starvmg year.” ‘
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The Hartzel Road from Merritton to St. Catharines has been
called after a Thorold settler—George Hartsell (or Hartzel) as the
_name is now spelt.) S
John Carl’s grant included the present village of Port Robinson:
The oldest house still standing in the village is that originally built -
by him. Although since briék%._-d in, it still bears traces of the ‘old
Dutch architecture. ’ .
The Uppers came from New Jersey, crossing the Niagara river at
Fort Erie. They brought a small herd of cattle with them, and
stopped at a spring just north of Allanburgh. Here they decided to
make their home, and the first log building was very near the site of
the present large stone house owned by one of thieir descendants.
The Hoovers came to this country from Morris county, New
]eréey, travelling on foot most of the way, and crossing the ‘Niagéra
river at Queenston. They brought only a cow and a horse with
them, and therefore they were particularly careful to spare the poor
animals as much as possible on the long journey from New Jersey.
John Vanderburgh (or Van der Berg, as the name appears in old
papers) came from the -Mohawk‘valley in New York state in 1784,
accompanied by his wife and three children, Jacob, Elizabeth and
Harmonius. His grant' from the crown included the site of the
_present village of Allanburgh, where many of his descendants still
live. '
‘The Wilkersons were English Loyalists who proVed their =
allegiance to the King-again in 1812. Their crown grant of land
lying between Thorold and Allanburgh is still in the possession. of
_ the Wilkerson family.




C‘HAPTER III

EARLY STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES

Log houses. Ingenious contrivances. Fruits, game and fish. Woollen clothing.
Itinerant tailors and shoemakers. Wild animals.. Swamps. - The ¢ Cold,
‘Hungry Year” of 1788.  Military -stores. - The Great Hurricane of 1792.
Constitutional Act.  First Parliament of Upper Canada. The old Lutheran
Church.. Rev. Robert Addison. Extracts from his reglster. - Old burying
grounds. * First mills and shops. Rumors of war. .

The way of the pioneer is always hard, but the settlers of the
‘Niagara district had more than ordinary hardships to endure.
However, during the first four years after the Revolutionary war,
their troubles were chiefly those incident to a wilderness life.
Fortunately, the government grant included tools and seed for every
Loyalist, and thus some slight compensation was made for the
possessions left in thelr old homes. The men were kept busy clearing
the woods, sowing the grain and building log huts: Rude structures
these first houses were, but by no means uncemfortable. The earth |
was dug away from the floor, and a well-mixed clay stamped in its
place ; huge fire-places were built, in which the largest stumps could
be burnt; sometimes the house was.built around the stumps left from
felled trees, and these did duty as seats. Glass was unobtainable,
and several substitutes were used for windows, a common one being
oiled paper stretched over apertures in the wall. The nearest shops
were at Niagara-on-the-Lake, and naturally all imported articles were
extremely dear. Nails cost a éhilling a pound, so they were very
little used, wooden pegs being driven in to fasten boards together.
One settler had to walk to Rochester, New York, for a set of harrow
teeth, and then had to carry them home on his back. . )

The forest itself  provided the settlers with food ; ; even in the
early days fruit was abundant in this district, and plums, strawberries,
raspberries, blackberries, grapes, huckleberries, cranberries, and crab
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"apples all érew wild. Walnuts, butternuts, ch'estnuts,‘ hickorynuts
and beechnuts were gathered for the larder, while the sweets were
also to be procuréd for very little trouble ; the maple provided
“syrup and sugar, while honey was obtained from the hives of wild

bees. Game was plentiful, and each farmer had his troughfuls of

venison and squirrel salted for the winter. . These troughs were
merely logs hollowed out to serve as substitutes for barrels.
Rabbits, plgeons quaxl plover and f' sh were common artlcles of
food. - :

Grain béing scarce at- first, acorns and the corrimon nuts were
gathered for the hogs. The fire-light was strong enough to read by,
-but few of the settlers possessed many books other than a German
or English Bible. "Grease was burnt for lights, and afterwards
candles were made from beeswax. All the clothes worn “were
woollen ; nearly every family possessed a spinning wheel, while one
loom served for several. The walnut and butternut _busks and the
sumach furnished- natural dyes. Boots were a great luxury, and

it was only when itinerant .cobblers began to visit the district that"

even- the women possessed any footgear. Then a hide would be
tanned and the shoemaker would- find plenty of employment In

the same way, the tallors of those. days used to travel from house to -

contrived- many little substitutes for the comforts to which the
settlers had once been accustomed, and gradually the Loyalists

acquired the- little possessions that commonly helong to civilized

life.
Still, the forest held'its terrors as well ‘as its stores. The settlers
were constantly in danger from the wild animals that were roaming

~ house.  In various ways inventive brains and capable hands *

about, and the horses and cattle had tu be sheltered from them

eyery,mght Wolves were continually prowling around and attack-
.ing the cows.. No'uncommion story is that of the farmer’s daughter

who in searchmg one night for the cattle that had " strayed' farther -

- than usual was overtaken by darkness in the bush'; and, knowmg it
1mposs:ble to get the animals through the wood at that houir, climbed
© a tree to be safe from the wolves until morning, when fewer dangers

‘would beset the way In the records of the council of the united
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counties of Lincoln and Welland are the following items, showing
how these animals were got rid of : “ 1850, bounty paid for seven
wolf scalps,” and “ 1854, bounty paid for seventeen wolf scalps.”
Foxes, too, made 'th_eir usual raids upon the -farms, and even within’

the last decade these sly prowlers have occasionally been found in-
Thorold township, when they have furnished sport for a few hunts-

men and their hounds. Black bears were common ; and ‘panthers

were also “occasionally seen, the last one having been killed about

sixty-eight years ago ; uttering hideous yells, it passed with almost
lightning speed through the- township, and was killed at Pelham,
where all the farmers turned out to attack it with pitchforks. Eagles
were plentiful in"the early days, and were the terror of the settlers”
flocks. The royal bird is not yet quite extinct in this district, for
within the last three years some of the species have been shot near
Shriner’s pond.- '
At that time the low lying - lands at the north-east of the
township were mere swamps—the source of disease and the home of
the rattlesnake. During the war of 1812 both the ‘British and the
" United States soldiers stationed in this district suffered greatly from
malaria, and Lieut. FitzGibbon said that he was glad to get his men
~away from such a sink of disease. - Later on agriculture and the
constructing of the canals drained these morasses, but as late as the
middle of this century the climate was still miasmatic.

However, in spite of these ;dange;s and troubles, a great deal of
-progress had been made. Good results were showing from the four
_years of patient work, and the hopeful pioneers were just bf:c'omingr

encouraged by the bountiful harvests, when, in 1788, a.famine fell
upon the land. During the stjring and summer of that' year, several
successive frosts destroyed the _crops. - No grain was brought to
maturity, and the poor settlers suffered terribly, for they had not yet
been able to provide for such a contingency. T hose living near the

lake or river were able to procure-fish, but those on inland

farms had very few resources. By the King’s bounty, as, it was

called, provision was again made for serving grain and food from the

Government stores to those in need, but ill-fed men and women
could not walk any great distance to procure these rations. Of
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course, there were as yet very few horses or oxen in-the_ township. . -
Niagara and Queenston were the nearest store-houses, the supplies
. at the latter place being given out by the Secords. Very pathetically

' this was named the “ Hungry year,” and as such it has since been
known. Drawn nearer together by the brotherhood of suffering, the
poor settlers helped one another as much as possible. Those who
had cows kept their poorer 'neighbors, supplied with milk and curds.
One farmex;, who felt that his cow must be sacrificed rather than his
family, went out to kill the animal, but:found himself too tender-
hearted to act as his own butcher ; however, just as he returned to
his cabin, his children discovered and pryed out some grains of
maize that had got between the cracks of the loft. These, bruised
and boiled, helped to ward off starvation for a short time. Then
some Indians came to beg ; but when fhey saw the state of want to
which the poor whlte colonists were reduced, they gave food—
bread, made from bean flour—instead of taking it. Also, they told .
the poor settlers of the pork and beans that were being given out
from the military stores. "The wheat, which had to be cut while still
unripe, was.dried in the sun,’and when shelled between stones was
used for food ; .mixed with water, or with milk when the latter was
procurable, the grain made a palatable and nounshmg dish. The
leaves of the beech tree when cooked took the place of vegetables
for that summer, and in the fall the nuts.were eagerly welcomed
In the winter the settlers fared less badly, for they could then shoof
game ; but in the spring of 1789 the suffering was very great.
) There is very little to be found in official documents relating to

* the “ Hungry year.” The first notice of the scarcity of provisions to

. be found in state’papers is in a report sent on the 14th of February,
1789, by Lord Dorchester to Lord Sydney, sta;mg that on account
of want of food he had allowed the free lmportatxon of provisions.
On the I4th of March Lord Dorchester reported that in addition to - k
- opening trade by Lake Champlain for importing provisions,
 applications had been made for permission to import. by.sea.

On the 25th of January, 1789, Bishop Hubert sent a circular to

_the clergy of -the province of ‘Quebec, ‘saying: “The scarcity
(disette) of this year having multlplled the poor in a great number
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of the parishes, we must endeavor to multiply resources in their
. favor and to show moré than ever sentiments of compassion for so
many of the unfortunate.” The Bishop ailso urged them to obtain
grain for the spring sowmg

One month later the Bishop wrote that the efforts at rehef were
insut’ﬁcx_ent, and that i in spite of every measure “ misery is felt more

. keenly than ever in a great number of parishes.” He desired the

priés_ts to enquire as to the best methods of relieving the distress.}
With the help from the King’s stores, the spring was tided over,

and altogether only a very few lives were lost. The summers

immediately following yielded splendid harvests, and there was great
cause for the heartfelt rejoicing ‘so generally shown.. However, the
“ Hungry year ” was not without its effect upon the founders of
Upper Canada, for ‘a people whose lot ‘had included. rude labor,
warfare and famine were. not the men to shrink from smaller dangers
" or to be daunted by any common reverses. , .
The year 1792 was marked by another calamlty, which, however,
proved to be a blessing in the end. A violent hurricane passed over
the southwestern portion of the township, levelling all the houses in
its. path, but at the same time uprooting the trees, thus effectually
clearing the woods. A road was afterwards built through this storm-
swept region from Fonthill to Port Robmson, and was approprlately
named the “ Hurricane Road.” 7 ) »
From this- time until the outbreak of the war progress -was
continuous, the greatest activity being shown in the neighborhood of
the Short Hills, or St. Johns. New and better houses were built as

more of the Lbyalists came over.  About the close of the century'

some English Quakers, who had waited to test the new Government
of the United States; settled near the- Pelham side of the township.
In 1791 the Constitutional Act bad given the people greater security
in the tenure of their land, and in 1792, when Newark (Nlagara) was
made the seat of Government for Upper Canada, the meeting of
Parliament brought new interests into the lives of the Thorold
settlers. All their trading was done at Newark, and all their first

* o Mandements des E\equs de Quebec. - Vol II, p. 360
t Idem: p. 361.
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grain was ground there, so there was constant intercourse between.
the old lake town and the inland dlstncts ‘Gradually, as the farmers

had more time left after their agncultural lahors, they" hegan to turn . -

their other talents to account, and various articles were manufac-
tured that proved to be more marketable ‘commodities than farm_
produce, and these were taken to Niagara and exchang.,ed for
" groceries. - Still, every member of the settlement worked hard ; even
the women helped in the fields and in the bush, and in one case the
girls of the family dug the well.
From the very first the Lutheran settlers worshipped together
every Sunday in the different houses. They had all brought their
' ’ : ~German service books with
them, and by means of puhllc
prayer and praxse they man-"

congregations, here and. there
throughout the peninsula. At
a very early date a log church
was built for the use of the
Lutherans from Thorold, Ni-
agara and Stamford townships,
the Hutts, Balls, Keefers and
‘Lampmans bemg those chietly
interestéd in its erection.

The Old Lutheran Church - Until late in the sixties .
it-stood in a Lorner of the’

old graveyard at the east of the present town of Thorold. It seems
“to have been known by many names, for we find it spoken of as the
German, the Lutheran, and sometimes the Presbytenan church.
Sunday was strictly observed among the, old pioneers; even whistling
on that day was considered extremely sinful. " Yet the church
services were also looked forward to as social gathermgs, for long
before the minister made his appearance the people would meet at..
the old spring which is still to be seen. just outside the graveyard.
At the same time there was built near the church a comfortable -
-log h_ouse, which was intended . for a manse. However, as no.

aged to keep together little . »
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minister came, it was rented to Dr. Prendergast, who came here from
Mayville, New York When war was declared\m 1812, he, with
other aliens, was obliged to leave the country, but his daughter
afterwards returned "to Canada as-the wife’ of the Hon William
Hamilton Merritt of St. Catharines. L

The Lutherans had brought no pastor with them from the
Mohawk valley;-but_the Church of England services beihg so like
“their own, they gratefully accepted the ministrations of the Rev.
~ Robert Addison, who had been sent in 1792 by the Society for the
- Propagation of the Gospel i Foreign Parts. Dr. Addison was the -
first Rector of old St. Mark’s at Niagara, but the parish of ‘which he
voluntanly assumed charge really extended throughout this district
and as far as York (TForonto); and the careful entries in his register.
show how faithfully he administered the Church’s rites for thirty-
seven years. -We find hini“preaching in private houses in Thorold
township and baptizing at the Twelve Mile Creek, as St. Catharines
was then called; but the more important services were usually
held at Niagara, a church having been built there in 1804. The old
. register of St. Mark’s contains several items- referrmg to Thorold,
among others the following entries :

Weddings, Niagara, 1809, May 4.

Jacob H. Ball, Bachelor, and Catherme Clement, Spmster
Burials, Niagara, 18ro. Old Anna Meisner.

Baptisms at Twelve Mile Creek, 1815, May 14.
.~ Mary Ann Larraway of Jonas and Mary.
Caroline Bowman of Adam and Hannah. :
Jane Jemima Larraway of Harmonene and Pheebe.
Agnes, .
Nancy, Bowman of Adam and Hannah.
. George Adam j
Weddings, Niagara, 1815, June 8. -
 George Keefer, Widower, and Jane Emory Widow.
Weddings, Niagara, 1816, Novr. 7.
Jacob A. Ball, Bachelor, and Elizabeth Hostelter, Spinster
¢ (of Grantham)
Baptisms, 1817, Jan'y 21.
Emily Browne of riper years.
John Browne of Richard .and Emily.
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Misener and his wife bears this inscription :
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. Bziptisms, 1818 May 27.
' Amelia keefer of George Keefer Esq. and Jane

Weddmgs, Niagara, 1823, December 25. S
Thomas Creen, B'lchelor, and Anna D. Ball (Thorold),

Spmster
Mr. Creen afterwards succecded Mr Addlson as Rector of St.
Mark’s. . : : s
Before any churches were built the burying-grounds’ were on the
sett]ers farms. "« God’s Acre” the Germans reverently called thesc
plots set apart for the dead. Most .of ’ the older tombstones have
either been destroyed or the mscnptlons have been. so rudely cut
that it is impossible now to decipher ,them One of the oldest
mscrxptlons m the Brown graveyard at the Gore reads :
‘Magdalene Brown.
Ap. 18th, 1804.
Aged 54.
_ Born 1750,
In the Mlsener, Carl and Ball bur\mg ground, near Port
Robmson, some of the earliest settlers are buried ; but the oldest
stones have been stolen. That_ erected to the memory of Leonard

PR . Leonard Misener
: _..Died Sept. 3, 1806.
) 62 years.
Barbara Misener,
-Widow of Leonard Misener,
Died z3rd Apl., 1821.

" Then follows a quaint verse of the old time elegiac order.

In the graveyard at Beaverdams, one of the oldest ‘in the
township, the earliest date that is at all dec:phemble is 18or1. These
are the oldest inscriptions : :

’ Here lieth the Body
o of Peter Weaver
Who departed this life, the 7th day of March,

. ‘in the year of Our Lord, 1801.
He was aged 52 years, 7 months and 1o days.

Here lies the Body of —— Shaver
. Who departed this life Sept. sth'
in the year of Our Lord 1805.
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GEOEGE KEEFER,

Born in Sussex County, colony of New Jorsey, Nov. 81

)

R.

: Dicd a Thorold, June 23, 18538 aged 84
vears, 7 months and 17 days.
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GEORGEB
Born Feb. 25,1799. Diod Nov, (8, 1383
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CATHERINE LAMPMAN %

Born 1778, Died 1813

MARY
HER DAUGHTER
. ‘Born 1803
. Died 1804

» No Portraits of These €
are exmnt. A
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uaﬂ*e&&aeﬁ@ﬁaawvw&v “eaq¢se@a
PETER : :

Born Nar. 20, 1805, DIfAJl 25,1388 -

¥ ot g0
. CATHFRRINE EASTMAN t
Born Jan, 23, 1808, Died Des. 5, 1892

. BAM!
" Born Jua. 28, 1811,

i .
Diert Jan. 7, 1890
.

. Born Jan. 10, 151% Dued o 1 s i

Ghlldren of Georve Keefer and Catherine Lampman,
who died in 1814
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In the old cemetery at Allanburgh, where so many of the
pioneers are buried, there are no dates of interments to be found
made there before the war. The earliest inscriptions that can now
be read appear thus : S '

: ' In Memory of
Noah Davis
Son of Wright Davis, who departed
this life December 29th,
1813, Aged 21 years
and 2 months.

In Memory of
Mary Crysler, #.
Who departed this life on
the 14th Dec., 1815, in
A the 52nd year of her age.

Even in the very early days of the settlement time was taken to
instruct .the young. The older boys and girls, who worked in the
fields all day, spent the evening in study. Those who lived near
enough used to atyénd a night-school conducted by Dr. Prendergast -
at his house, and here many of the youths gained a solid foundation
in the more necessary branches of learning. ‘

At first the nearest mills were at Niagara and Queenston ; but as
early as 180t we find in the municipal records of Thorold township
mention of DeCou’s grist-mill, while John Darling’s mill is spoken .
of as being in existence in 1803. - Some time before the war of 1812
Jacob Ball had a saw-mill, on a little stream running through what
is now called Wilson’s bush, east of ‘the town of Thorold. The
foundation is still to be seen a little east of the culvert under the
Welland division of the Grand Trunk Railway. At a very early
date John DeCou built an oil-mill, there being none at that
time between the two lakes. He was aided in his enterprise by
Colonel Hamilton of Queenston, who imported the necessary’
ironwork from Scotland. ‘ ’

One of the first shops in the township was kept by an old man
named Lard. It was situated just within the Thorold boundary,
opposite the George Hoover place. © Here the. farmers could trade
their butter and eggs for other groceries, while Lard sold this farm
produce at Niagara. At the smaller shops everything was paid for
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in kind, but as the goods were' brought from Montreal the

. necessaries and many of the luxuries were procurable in this

way. There are still in the possessnon of the Hoover family a side
saddle and a china dinner service for which butter was traded at
Niagara in 1812. At Fort George the commissary paid at the rate
of twenty-five cents a pound for butter, and twenty-five cents a dozen
for eggs; and many a housewife managed to accimulate considerable
silver by selling her share of the farm produce at the barracks.

Before the close of the war, George Keefer opened a shop .

directly in front of Maplehurst, on what is now St David’s street, in
Thorold. :

At Niagara, the people learned all the news of the day, and not
a little interest was taken in the great'war then going on in Europe.
Gradually there began to reach’them rumors of an approachmg
contest between England and the United States, and of the intention
of the new republic to attack Canada. Needless to say, the men,
and even the women, who had left the older American colonies
because of their loyalty, were willing now to risk everything rather
than to give up their new homes under the British flag.




C’HAPTERV_ IV

AMERICAN OCCUPATION OoF 'THE TOWNSHIP

Outbreak of war in 1812. Americans take York and Niagara. The Peninsula in
their hands. The battle of Stoney Creek. Americans retreat to Fort
George. American raids. Chapin’s band. Hiding of . valuables. Capt.
Meérritt’s dragoons and FitzGibbon’s scouts.. Capt.” DeCou’s account of
Eis experiences as a prisoner of war. Military supplies stored in DeCou’s

ouse. : i

s

_ When the war of 1812 broke out’several companies of volunteers
were formed, and a great many Thorold men served in the Lincoln
~militia. The residents on the frontier were constantly in danger,
and for nearly a month—from May 27th, to June 24th, 1813—the
Americans had actual possession of the Niagara peninsula. On the
former date their fleet reached Fort George (Niagara) after a-
successful attack on York. Hére, close to their own shores, they
were three times repulsed ivhen, they attempted to land ; but Gen.
Vincent, who had not enough men nor sufficient ammunition to
sustain so unequal a conflict, was oBiiged to leave the fort to the -
enemy, after spiking the guns and blowing up the magazine.
Retreating to Queenston, he sent orders to the garrisons at Fort
Erie and Chippawa to join him at Beaverdams. The next day
he continued his retreat to Burlington Heights, thus leaving the
enemy in possession of the Niagara frontier. The.Americans made
the most of their brief tenure.; officers were sent to. every house in
‘the neighborhood to exact :a parole from all the male inhabitants,
'and’ those who resisted were threatened with exile :and ‘imprison-
‘ment.* - ' : -
General Vincent was now completely cut off from help. With
York and Niagara both in the hands of the enemy, and his own troops
, e

* Auchinleck’s « History of the War of 1812.”




36 S HISTORY OF THOROLD

about half-way between these two forts, and with the American fleet
on the Lake, the outlook was anything but encouraging. However,
his men, less than two thousand in. number, were eager for battle.
On_the 6th of June a detachmem of the United States ‘army
encamped for the night at Stoney Creek. Information was “brought
to the British, and scouts were at once sent out by Gen. Vincent.
To obtain a better knowledge of the American camp, several of the
militiamen, dressed in civilians’ clothes, passed through the enemy’s
lines. selling butter and other supplies.* It was ascertained that the
American forces, though numbéring about 3,750 men, were badly
disposed, and might be unable to resist a spirited attack. About
seven hundred men were chosen from the 8th and- 49th regiments,
and were pﬁt under the command of Col. John" Harvey, who led

them out at night to surprise the sleeping enemy. The attack was .

completely ‘successful ; nearly a hundred prisoners were taken,
including the two American generals, Winder and Chandler ; and
two fieldguns were captured. The bewildered foe, leaving their
dead on the field, retreated to Fort George, their flight -being
considerably precipitated by sundry attacks from Major Evans’
compani'es of infantry, aided by all the farmers in the neighborhood.

General Dearborn, discouraged by the result of this expedition, at.

* once withdrew the- ‘garrisons from the outposts and entrenched his
troops, in all about six thousard men, within Fort George.t

General Vincent now established his headquarters at Forty Mile

Creek, or Grimsby, and many detachments were sent throughout the
country, although the British were not strong enough to make an
attack upon Fort George (at Niagara). -In many cases the Canadian
militia were disbanded, but were ordered to go at once to' the
assistance of the British if ever they heard the sound of guns. T Bey
were also warned not to keep their arms in the houses, for the
Americans would certainly take them from them.
"The enemy now roamed-about the country, a compan) of New
York volunteers under Major Cyrenius Chapin of Buffalo making

* Cruik¢hank—Miss FitzGibbon,
t Cruikshank.
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raids upon the farmhouses all over the peninsula. Chapin’s nien
were really only:a band of marauders, whose doings were not always
countenanced at headquarters. Many Americans of the lower
classes also came over in swarms to secure all the plunder possible ;
‘they landed. at Queenston, where they were met by a renegade
Canadian named Scheldenburg, who directed them to the wealthier

" houses. Most of the inhabitants had hidden their valuables, any

plate that they possessed being safely buried. No place was really
secure, but one of the best depositories was that chosen by a careful
housewife, who buried her silver teapot beside a spring of water,
where the mud could be well stamped down over it and show no
suspicious traces. ~The Hanselers had $20,000 in specie, which they
hid in a barrel and buried, and made doubly secure by placing a
heavy cider-press over the spot. Notwithstanding all . these -
precautions, considerable booty was secured by the Americans; who
showed a marked predilection for all the English watches that they
could lay theirshands on-~T hey had to make the most of every
opportumty, for they sometlmes found their movements restricted by
a few bands of British “scouts..-Col. € larke with his company, No.
~2 Lincoln militia, and. Capt. Meriitt with a troop of . Provincial

.»dragoons* afforded some protection to the inhabifants, and caused

considerable discomfort to the enemy. :
Lieut, FitzGibbon of the 4gth, Brock’s old regiment, galned
permission to lead a band of fifty men as scouts into the peninsula.
Many volunteered to accompany him, but he took- only forty-six men
of the 4gth and three Canadian militiamen—Thompson, Ensign-
Winder and Jarvis, afterwards Judge Jarvis of Brockville. From the
green facing on the tunics of the 49th, these men came to be called
“ FitzGibbon’s Green ’uns” and the “ Green Tigers.” This little-
company used to break up into three divisions, and" thus cover more '
ground, while they communicated with one another by means of
“cowbells and a code of signals that they had arranged. Thcy
interrupted communication ‘between Fort Erie and Fort George ;
and, destroying the bndge over the Chlppawa rlver, they had Chapm

*Merritt’s Journal.
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shut «‘up in a corner, until 150 infantry from Fort Erie came to
his assistance. o ' o

" Among the Canadians who were taken prisoners was . John
DeCou, who has left us this interesting account of his expefiences:

I was appointed captain of a company of militia, and being
thoroughly British- I turned out with my men, although conscious
that we had to fight against great odds, yet determined ‘to make up
by courage what we lacked in numbers. ~After engaging in -several
skirmishes, I was among the few that were. made prisoners at the
taking: of Niagara. We were at once hurried across the river to
Batavia, where we were joined by some of our regulars. C

We now numbered inall about fifty prisoners, but only a small

guard was placed over us. We discovered in the place an arsenal

containing arms and ammunition, and resolved to capture it, and
thus arm ourselves and make our way home. We laid our plans
carefully, and appointéd the time to put them into execution. Our
movements were to be made at night, when we should have least
to fear from the inhabitants ; but just before the hour arrived one of
our ' regulars . divulged our wild scheme to the enemy. - Our
indignation against the traitor was so great that our guard had to
rescue him ; but his red coat could not be found, and enquiry after
it elicited the remark from one of his old comrades that-“ He
deserted his colors and his coat deserted him.” An opportunity was
shortly afterwards presented, when said coat was placed on a post
and whipped to shreds. C ' - "
Shortly after this we were moved about from place to place, and
we proved to be great objects of curiosity, one old lady expressing
disappointment at finding that we were “just like ourfolks.” At
length we arrived at Pittsfield, and twelve officers, myself among the
-number, were selected as hostages to be sent to Washington and
executed, in retaliation for the supposed execution of some Americans;
these men, however, proved to be deserters of our army, who were
captured when -found bearing arms against us. After travelling
night and day towards Washington, we received notice that the
orders for our execution had- been countermanded. The reason for
this was Sir George Prevost’s action' in .placing twenty-four
Americans in close confinement, and threatening to put to death two
. of the enemy for every one of our men that the Americans executed.
While the matter was being arranged we were ordered to be kept
at Philadelphia, and were placed in what was called theiInvincible
Prison, a’ large threestoried building, the third- flat of which

contained a_spacious hall to which we all had access during the
day. - We were humanely treated, and for a time had liberty to |

t qus FitzGibbon’s *“ A Veteran of 1812.”
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traverse a portion of the city on parole. Du.rin'gour parole we were
frequently invited to the tables of the wealthier inhabitants; and

' natura]ly, the chief topics of conversation on tnese occasions were the
~ war and its ‘injustice.

On returning to our restricted positions our longing for home,

. coupled with uncertainty as to our ultimate position, caused us

again to plan our escape. At the end of the hall nearest the street
there was a fire-place, the chiiney of which was sufficiently large to
admit of our escape through it. It was grated with iron bars, and
at least two of these would have to be removed for our egress.. We
knew the hours when we were usually left alone, so we commenced -
operations on the grates with little saws made from the mainsprings
of our watches, which we had placed in frames for that purpose ; but

“the work was not completed before our tools were worn out. Help

came in the end. from,a young lady who had become engaged to one
of our men. She furnished a phial of aquafortis, hidden in_ a
handkerchief, and this soon completed the work. ‘The chimney was
inspected every day, and to prevent suspicion we had to replace the- -
grate when we were not working at it ; wrapping it in sooty paper, we
managed to fasten it securely in place, and thus prevent detection.
We next made a rope by tying strips of bedding together’; we chose
the hour between eight and nine in' the evening for our escape, as.
we were usually alone, and the street was not much frequented at
that time. I was the last to make the descent, and unfortunately
for me the rope had broken with .the man that preceded me.
Finding myself at the end of.the rope, I could do nothing ‘but drop
to the ground, where T found myself supported by my cemrades, the
blood running from my mouth. With difficulty I prevailed upon

. my comrades to leive me and make their own escape, as it was

impossible for me to travel. After remaining alone for some time
I found that a heavy rain ‘had begun to fall, and feeling
sufficiently recovered to be able to walk, I started out; but, ‘had
not gone far when in the darkness I fell into an unoccupied. cellar.

JI.lost my hat in the fall, and as nearly a foot of water stood in the

cellar T had to wade ahout for some length of time to recover my
headgear and to find my way out ; and in the meantime I heard the
patrol of dragoons pass by on the street. Notwithstanding my
accumulated bruises, I was able to continue my journey until I saw
a light from a window, towards which I proceeded, directed as 1
believe by a kind Providence. On reaching the house and gaining
admittance, I found a lady and gentléman occupied with books, and
I addressed myseif to them, saying: “You see hefore you an
unfortunate prisoner of war, who' has just escaped  from -the
Invincible, in which he has been confined as a hostage with the
possibility of execution. I have a wife and four children on the
frontiers of Canada, exposed to all the ills of. a bloody war.. I am
maimed and bruised in affecting my escape. I am wholly dependent

o
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upon what your mercy may induce you to do.” The young man
seemed lost in astonishment, and the lady sat in silence, but I saw
~tears in her eyes and a glow of generosity beaming . on. her -
- countenance as she exclaimed: “I would risk everything rather
than have him given up.” They then proposed to hide me
upstairs, but I advised them to allow me to go to some outhouse, so
©  that if discovered I could say that I had secreted myself there
without their knowledge. This they consented to, and I crawled
into a hayloft over a stable. My present anxiety being somewhat
relieved, I was given time to feel the full force of the pain caused by
my bruises. I was not neglected, however, for the young lady
brought me refreshments in :the morning, and .wept over my sad
condition. One day I came nearly being discovered.by some
children, but I covered myself up effectually with the hay as I heard
them approaching ; however, they discovered some pretty buttons
that I had bought in the city (for I never forgot my boys), and ran
A to the house with them. This aroused the watchfulness of the
owner of the premises, and he himself afterwards kept guard over
- the building when the children were about. - He was a Quaker, and -
was engaged in- publishing a Bible: On the day following my
concealment he presented me with a printed bill offering one
hundred dollars for the capture of each of the escaped prisoners, and
also announcing that if anyone was known to harbor them or .in any
way to assist in their escape his property would be confiscated and
he himself would be tried for high treason. In view of the immense
risk that he ran, I begged the Quaker to give me up and receive the
reward ; but to this he would by no means consent, preferring, as
he said, a good conscience to his estates, although they ‘were
considerable. = : A L ‘ _
On the first forenoon after this bill was published, the escaped .
prisoners were all recaptured except myself- and two others, who had
friends in the city. T remained in iy concealment for several days,
-during which time I received every possible kind attention. When -
leaving my hiding-place I was furnished with-a change of clothing to
prevent detection, and was also provided with a sum of money for
the expenses of my journey. I set out as a drover returning from
market, and fell in with two others of that- calling, from whom I °
obtained a great deal of information respecting the business, as well
as considerable knowledge about the roads and the country through
which T had to pass. I had great pain in one of my feet, which had -
been injured in my fall, but this 1 accounted for by saying that I
was afflicted with rheumatism. . T . o
Knowing that I should not be able to cross the Niagara river, I™,
"betook my way-to Lower Canada, passing through Vermont, my
native state. Near Bennington I found some of my relatives, to,
" 'whom I made myself known; from them I received assistance that
- enabled. me to continue my journey, by way of Rutland, to Burling- -

A}
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ton, and thence by boat to Plattsburg. At Burlington a young man
eyed me closely, and after\\ards, when lighting me to bed, said:.
“Here you will be safe.”: In the morning he wakened me and -
conducted me to the boat where he enquired if there' were any
officers on board. He probably took me for a deserting: soldier.
From Plattsburg I made my way to the Canadian border, on
nearing which I cut a short cudgel and resolved not to be captured
by fewer than five men.. I found myself sadly perplexed to know
how to avoid.the Americans and how.to fall in with the Canadian
out-posts, for I dared not make any enquiries. ~ However, I entered |
a cottage and found an old lady making johnny-cake, of which I got
a share. I praised it highly, and the old lady became very talkauve,.
and told me all I wanted to know.  So, in a few hours afterwards, I
found myself in a British camp, surrounded by red-coats and under
my beloved Union Jack. ' T was then sent for by the general, who

" supposed. I might have broken my parole ;- but on hearing my story
he gave me credit for tact and endurance, paid me my arrears and <

gave me a free pass home, where I arrived just two weeks after my

fellow- captlyes, an exchange of prisoners having been ‘made in the'
meantime.

During Capt. DeCou’s absence part of his house had been turned

' ‘, into a soldiers’ barrack, and it was from this place that FifzGibbon’s

men went out on their daring expeditions. - In the same way
Dittrick’s barn, near St. Catharmes, was used as headquarters at times
by Capt. Merritt’s dragomﬁ

»




“CHAPTER V.

THE SKIRMISH AT BEAVERDAMS

Americans resolve to dislodge FitzGibbon’s men.  True story. of Laura Secord.

Skirmish at the Beechwoods between the American detachment and the .

" Mohawk Indians. FitzGibbon’s stratagem.” - Six hundred of the ‘enemy
surrender to fifty or sixty British. Articles of capitulation.- Monument on
the Welland -Canal where -the Sbones of American soldiers were found.
FitzGibbon’s promotion, his seryices in 1837, and his appointmient as a
Military Knight of Windsor.. =~ Laura Secord’s after life. ~ The certificate
presented to her by Col. FitzGibhgn.  The proposed monument to her
memory:

On the 24th of June, 1813, an effectual check was put upon’ the

- enemy’s progress by what is often vaguely called the “affair” at
Beaverdams. Lieut. FitzGibbon with his band of scouts had taken
up his headquarters at DeCew’s stone house, a' building which still

stands about three miles west of the present town of Thorold. From .

this position he guarded the way to Burlington Heights ; and the
- enemy, finding their 'progress‘_grevatly impeded, determined to dislodge
these troublesome “ Green Tigers.” Major Chapin, always boastful,
urged the attack, declaring that he was familiar with the country
even farther inland than the Beaverdams.  Although it is true that
he had gone on his'raids as far west as Fonthill, yet he afterwards
- proved himself unable to guide the Americans on their march.
“Through the unguarded language of himself and his followers, the
_ enemy’s plans became known.even before the orders were signed at
Fort George. . Two soldiers, asking for food at James Secord’s at

Queenston, openly spoke of their intentions ; and their careless-words

were not lost upon their unwilling entertainers. * James. Secord had
been woundegﬁit’Queenston Heights, and -was at home~on parole,

too crippled for active service ; but it was decided that FitzGibbon

must be warned, and after some consultation it was arranged that his
- wife should make the attempt. Early next morning, under pretext

’”
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of - milking a refractory cow, which, however, by means of judi?ious
prodding she managed to- drive past the enemy’s picket, Laura

" Secord began her long and perilous walk. When at a safe distance

from the sentries she hid her milking stool, and let hér cow wander

_at will. The day became exceedingly hot, and near St. Dz_i;ids_ she
stopped to rest at the house of a friend; who tried to dissuade her.
from continuing her journey. However, she was not to-be dis-

couragéd, and soon set out again on her loyal errand. Now began
the,most dismal part of her walk ; to avoid the wildcats, rattlesnakes
and Indians, to circumvent the enemy’s. picket, and to find a path
through the black swamp, was.enough to tax every energy. With all
these dangers before her, it was impossible for her to take the direct

route to DeCew’s In her wanderings Mrs. Secord crossed the .
~ Twelve™Mile Creek at St. Catharines, and then, discoveringthat ‘she
had already gone too far, she recrossed the stream by means of a,

fallen tree at a point near the Turpey farm, where the creek is still
bndged in a somewhat primitive manner. Becoming dizzy near the
middle of the brook, she got down on her hands and knees and
crawled along the log until she reached the other bank. = At this

‘«ﬁnoment the moon shone out, and she lifted up her hands in. thanks-
L glvmg for its friendly beams~ According to Mrs. Secord’s own

estimate she had already walked nineteen miles,* although the direct
route from Queenston to the DeCew house is only twelve miles.

Here Mrs. Secord’s own account, often told while her facultles‘

were yet unimpaired to persons who are still living, differs matenally
from that of other narrators. Most writers of her story tell of her
coming upon an Indian encampment, but the heroine herself i in her
earlier days made no mention of such an adventure. She said that
while walking along a rather well-frequented path she heard the

" sound of a horse’s hoofs, and at once hid "behind some bushes, but

recognizing the horseman as a preacher who had often conducted
services at Queenston she came-out and told hlm her errand. He
tried to persuade her to ride the rest of the way, but shesbegged him

togoon alone with all haste to warn F |tzG|bbon, whlle‘ she walted

*Letter from Laura Secord to.Lossing, pubhshed in the ¢ Pictorial Field

Book of the War of 18!” ”

N
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there. In due time her good friend returned, and mounted herv
upon his horse. = When she reached DeCew’s house she was
received right royally by Lieut. FitzGibboriand his men, who pre-
sented arms when she rode up. Mrs. DeCew urged her to remain
for the night, but she did not care to stay at a house that might
soon be battered down-by American guns, so she I)egged to be
taken to her friends the Turneys. Two Indians carried her thither
in a’hammock’ improvised from an army blanket, while a soldier
walked on each side as guard. In this way she was safely horne
- over the same stream that she had crossed in such dread a short
time before.

FitzGibhon at once sank such stores as he had with him ina
.pond behind the DeCew house, in order that in case of defeat the
enemy might not profit by them.

The Americans were now makmg preparatlom for the attack.

The expedition was entrusted to Col. Boerstler of the 14th U. S
infantry. or Maryland regiment—a gallant officer, eager for active -
service, having already suffered many disappointments by seeing

" other men put in chérge of work that had first been promised to
him. _The force under his command consisted of between 500 and

* 600 men, mcludmg Capt. McDowell’s company of light artillery with
two field-pieces (one six-pounder ‘and one twelve-pounder), 2o
dragoons under Cornet Burd, Major Chapin’s 38 or 40 militia, and
the rest infantry of the 14th, 6th and *23rd regiments.t On the
evening of the 23rd this detachment began the march from Fort
George to.Queenston, reaching the heights about midnight, as the
roads were in a wretched state owing to the recent heavy rains.
~ Early the next morning they continued ‘their way, taking the moun-
 tain road, according to Boerstler's own account. Philip Metler and-
his brother were ploughing on their farm in Stamford when Chapin,
whose band was in advance of the others, rode up and with an oath
asked where the British’ soldiers were ; getting no satisfactory answer
he galloped on, but the Metlers, fearing some trouble, left their oxen

- and hid in’the bush, and afterwards looked on at the fight. ‘Livttle

t Armstrong says 500, while Coffin states the force as 673.
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-Hannah Feller, seeing the enemy pass, fled to the Hanselers’ barn
ioft from which she, too, watched the engagement. The Hansels
were a)so working in the field when Chapin came up, and they were
taken pnsoners by the Americans; a little farther on the enemy
came upon John Hoover, from whom they took a fine horse. At
the Bowman farm they encountered a body of Indians under Capt.
Kerr and young John Brant. The number of warriors is variously
stated at from 30 to 450, but Kerr's own narrative, contained in a
letter to Col. FitzGibbon, says that he had 250 men.  These
Indians: were chiefly Mohawks from the Grand River.  Young
" Brant, who was a son of the old chief Joseph, was at this time only
a youth of nineteen. - :

The 'Indxans opened fire upon Boerstler and fought in their own
fashion, gonceahng themselves in the woods and attacking his detach-
. ment in ixhe flanks and rear.} = The sound of firing aroused the whole
neighborhood, and all the farmers possessing arms rushed to. the
scene.of. combat, including Tsaac Kelly, with his brother, who was a
mlhtlaman, then at home putting in a crop. Jacob H. Ball heard
the gun$, and arming himself rushed to the field, but was too late
for the fighting.

The Kellys thought the -sounds were from British gups, and_

igettmg their muskets from their hiding- place in the woods they
ran to| the east corner of their farm, and found the two American
field-pieces mired in Shriner’s creek. .

The contest lasted for three hours, and, the Indlans having
adrony surrounded the enemy, Boerstler concluded that he had
met a foe of far superior numbers.  Chapin behaved like a
consummate coward throughout the engagement,§ and when Lieut.
FitzGibbon came up with his men Col. Boerstler, thinking large
remforcements had' come to the British, felt sure of defeat.
FltzGlbbonhad already sent a despatch to Major De Haren, then at
Twelve Mile Creek, or St. Catharines : and, knowing that he dared
not ex'poser his small numbers, he was obliged to resort to strategem.
Tying a white handkerchief to his sword, he advanced and found

+.

+

§ Stone. : ¢
. s~

T o




46 ' - HISTORY OF THOROLD

Col. Boerstler ready for a parley. FitzGibbon stated his rank, said he

had with him a detachment of British soldiers, that his commanding

officer, De Haren, was near by with several companies, and that
" he would have great difficulty in restraining - the ferocity of the
Indians ;} and, magnifying his numbers, he called on the Americans
_ to surrender. This Col. Boerstler refused to do, espeCIa]ly as he
had not yet seen the British force. To this FitzGibbon replied that
'he would request his superior officer. to allow any American officer
whom Boerstler  might name to mspect the British troops. Just
about this time Capt. Hall came up with about twenty dragoons,
.having ridden from Chippawa,v attracted. by the cannonading.
FitzGibbon persuaded him to act as his superior .officer, and to-
‘refuse the request. When Boerstler received this refusal, he asked
for time to consider ; but FitzGibbon would not allow more than
five minutes, and the result was that the Americans -surrendered as

prisoners .of war. It was really a very embarrassing moment for the .

British, as they had not enough men to take charge of the prisoners.||

Just then Major De Haren came up, and soon all the militia who

were in hearing of the guns were upon .the scene. The Americans

stacked their guns in what is now the orchard of the Shriner farm.

Articles of capitulation were drawn up, the document readmg as
follows : '

’ Capitulatic’m of Col. Boerstler and 541 American troops.
Particulars made between Capt. McDowell, on the part of Lieut.-
Col. Boerstler of the United States army, and Major De Haren of
His Brittanic Majesty’s Canadian regiment, commanding the
advance. of the British, respecting the force under-the command of
Lieut.-Col. Boerstler.

Article I.  That Lieut. -Col Boerstler and the force .under his
. command shall surrender prisoners of war. -
Article II. That the officers shall retain their arms, horses and
baggage.
Article III. That the non-commissioned officers. and soldiers
shall lay down their arms at-the head of the British
_ column, and shall become prlsoners of war.

1 Coffin.
§ Miss FitzGibbon’s ¢¢ A Veteran of 1812.”
Il Coffin.
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Article IV. "That the militia and volunteers with' Lieut.-Col.
R Boerstler shall be permitted to return to the United States
on parole ’

ANDRLW McDowkELL,

Captaln of the United States Lwht Aft\ller)
Acceded to and signed. C. G. BOERSTLER, -

Lieut. Colonel commanding detachment United States Army.
+ B. W. DEHAREN,

Ma_]or Canadlan Regiment.
Thus there passed into  the hands of the “British, besides the
prlsoners of War, the two field-pieces, two ammunition cars, and’ the
colors of:, the 14th regiment of the United States army. Several of
the Amﬂncam had- been killed in the skirmish; and many more
~were wounded, among the latter being Col. Boerstler himself.- The
British had not lost a single man, and not a single shot had been

eplgrgmmatlcally described the affair: “The Mohawks did the
ﬁghtmg, FitzGibbon got the glory, and ‘the Caughnawagas secured
the plupder, In the account gwen by Armstrong, a Major-

- General in- the United States army, and Secretary of War, he
gives the strength of the British force by enumerating those actually

- upon the field at the time of - surrender, and by mentioning all ‘those
.. who were in the neighborhood, including Col. Bisshopp at the
ﬁ.&Twenty Mile Creek Major De Haren;with his three companies of
regulars, some Indians and militia, and Col Clarke with all the
militia that he could gather. ,
"The skirmish is important, not only because of the superior

numbers of the enem), but because Boerstler’s surrender influenced -

the subsequent course of the war. By it the Americané, who then

occupied most of the Niagara Peninsula, were driven back to Fort_

- George, concentrating all their forces there.
‘ When the new. Welland canal was in process of constructxon, the
workmen came upon sixteen bodies-of Americans who had fallen at
' the battle of Beaverdams. Buttons of the United States uniforms
were also. found, thus proving beyond a doubt the identity of the
men. The remains were reinterred near the east bank of the canal, a

4+ Auchinleck ; Miss FitzGibbon ; Canadian Archives.

~

s fired by the regular troops. Capt. Norton, an Indian officer, thus -’
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little south of the Niagara Central Railway bridge. Through the
- efforts of the late Judge Baxter of Thorold and Mr.J. P. Merritt
- of St. Catharines, together with the late John Brown, and other
leading citizens, a modest monument was erected on the spot; and
“on the z4th of June, 1874—the sixty-first anniversary of the battle—
this monument was unveiled -in the presence of a large number of
people. Thé inscription at the base of the shaft is simply:
B Beaver Dams
24th June, 1813 _
At the time of the skirmish the town of Thorold was not in
'pxlstence, and the Beechwoods, at the south-east, and Beaver-
‘ dams, two miles south-west of the present town, were the nearest
places bearing any name by which the battle field could be
designated.  In- reality, the fight took place almost within the
limits of what is now the town of Thorold.
For his services in this affair a’ company in the (xlengarry Light
Infantry was bestowed upon the gallant Lieutenant of the 4gth.
. After ‘serving throughout the war, Col. FitzGibbon was appointed
to a position in the office of the Adjutant-Gemgral of Militia in
Upper Canada. = During the many years of  his residence in Canada
he proved himself a brave citizen in peace as well, as in war. When
cholera broke out in Toronto, in 1832 and 1834, FitzGibbon, moved.
by pity for the Irish- immigr;ints, who suffered most, worked day and
night among the sick and dying. In 1837 he was particularly active
in organizing a defence agair{st the rebels. It was afterwards
proposed in the House to grant him five thousand acres of Crown
lands in recognition of his services; and, although the Queen was
- petitioned to allow the gift, Her Majesty decided that the recent
Provincial Act forbidding the alienation of the waste lands of tﬁ_e
Crown would prevent-the compensation’s taking the form of a grant
of land. However, in 1846 Col. FitzGibbbn retired on account of
ill health, and a pension of three hundred pounds a year, Canadian
currency, was given to him. Four years afterwards he was )
‘appointed- one of the military knights of Windsor, an order founded - -
by Edward. III in 1348 for the support of twenty-four soldiers “ who
had distinguished themselves in the wars, and had afterwards been

.
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Monument crected on the Beaverdams Battle

Ground in 1874

Present appearance of the spot where Laura Secord crossed the
Twelve Mile Creek on her way to warn FitzGibbon
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THE -SKIRMISH AT BEAVERDAMS ‘ 49

reduced to straits.” In 1863 the old soldier’s busy life ended, and
his body was laid to rest in the catacombs of .St. Georges chapel,
Windsor castle.* : - ‘ =

A longer but more uneventful life was granted to the heroine of
Beaverdams. . The Secords moved from St. Davids to Chlppawa,
and for several years: James Secord held the office.of collector of
customs at -that port. He died in 1841, and his widow spent the
remainder of her life in the peaceful little village. “Although very
modest in 'speaking of her heroic walk, she was always glad to tell
- stories of the war to the younger generations . that she lived to see.
" Col. FitzGibbon, who never forgot what he owed to her warning,
presented her with this certificate : (

T do. hereby certxfy that Mrs. Secord, the wife of James Secord
of Chippawa, Esq,, did, in_the month of June, 1813, walk from her
house in the village of St. David$' to De Cou’s house in Thorold by
a circuitous route - of about 2o miles, partly through the wdods, to
acquaint ‘me that the enemy intended to attempt, by surprise, to
. capture a detachment of the 49th regiment, then under my
command, she haying obtained such knowledge from good authority,
as the event proved Mrs. Secord was a person of slight and
delicate .frame, and made the effort.in weather excessively warm ;
and 1 dreaded at the time that she must suffer in health in-
“consequence of fatigue and. anxiety, she ‘having been exposed to
danger from the enemy, through whose line of commufinication she .
had to pass: The attempt was made on my detachment by the
~ enemy, and his detachment, consisting of upwards of 500 men, and
. afield-piece and 50 dragoons, were captured in consequence. .

- I write this ‘certificate in 'a moment of much hurrv and from
memory, and it is therefore thus brief.

(Slcrned) JamEs FlTZ(rIBBON
Formerly Lieutenant 49th Reglment T

In 1861, “hen the Prince .of Wales visited Canada, Laur'l
Secord’s story was told to him, and the herome herself was presented
to His Royal Highness. . The Prince greqtly regretted that the
government had not rewarded the brave woman, and afterwards sent
- heras a personal gift the sum of £L100. In October, 1868, Laura’
Secord d|ed at C hlppawa in the 94th year of her age. She was

oA \eter’m of 1812.”

+ Quoted by Auchinleck, who renders' De Cou's as De Camp\, and by
Coffin, who spells the name I)L(,au )
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buried. in - Lundy’s Lane Cemetery, where lie the bones of so many
gallant soldiers—a fitting resting place for-one who served her
country as loyally as did any man who bhore arms. The stone at

the head of her gﬁve bears this brief mscrlptlon

Here rests ,
. Laura, .

Beloved wife of James-Secord.

Died Oct. 17, 1868,
Aged 9 3 years.

There is now a movement on foot among the women of Canada
to perpetuate the memory of Laura Secord by some monument or
benefaction, although it-has not yet.been decided what form the
memorial will take. The money is being collected by ten cent

* subscriptions, and a ‘considerable amount has already been received.

The other chief actor 'in the Beaverdams affair was deprlved of .
his command, although his surrender was justified. That Boerstler .
was the victim of circumstances, in charge of an ill-advised
expedition, “ detached because of false information given ‘by Major

‘Chapin,” was admitted ; while it was also acknpwledged that he had

not sufficient artillery ammunition to sustain a conflict. ~But,
nevertheless, he was made to feel keenly the disgrace of hziving
yielded with upwards of 600 men to a force not one-tenth so strong
in number. - ‘

g

c

i e e




e e ga—— :

>

CHAPTER VI .

3
FroM 1815 TO 1897

Effects of the war.  Gourlay’s statistics.  Linen weaving.  Luxuries.
The Welland canal. Sir Peregrine Maitland.  Ministers.  Grantham
Academy and Upper Canada College. = The ' Family Compact and
political abuses. Mackenzie on Navy Island. Thorold companies formed.
The burning of the Caroline. Doggerel verse. Attack upon the Lancers
at St. Johns.” Act of Union. Township statistics for 1849. Thorold men
in .the Dominion and Provincial Parliaments. Railways, telegraph and
telephone.  Visit of the Prince of Wales. Fenian raids, Gas well.
Important Thorold men. History of Beaverdams-and St. Johns West.

The war had more than one effect upon the township. Until its
close the people lived in constant terror. Nearly all” the men were
away fighting in the service of their country, with the exception of
the few who were released from time to time to attend to the crops.
The old town of Niagara was sacked and burnt, while the village of
St. Davids, only two miles east of the township line, suffered
destruction in the same way at the hands of the American soldiers.
Fighting was going on all along the frontier, and no one knew how

- soon the enemy might again make a raid upon Thorold. On the

other hand, never since their exodus from the United States had the

material wealth of the farmers been greater. The highest prices.
were paid for provisions, and there was a constant demand for all -
kinds'of farm produce. ‘

For many years after peace, was declared, this part of the Countr)
still felt the effects of the struggle ; for scarcely any new immigrants
came from the United States, and no great progress was made. - The
Americans who did make their appearance in Canada at this time
were chiefly bent Upon securing plunder. Thorold, not being a
wealthy place, was rather free from these marauders, although one
alien family made their home here for a time. They wére looked upon

" with the greatest suspicion, and the simple Canadians considered it

[
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very significant that they kept a naked sword- hanging over the fire-
place and frequéntly boasted of its sharpness. One very dark night
_the man came to Andrew Hanseler’s house, asking for help to extricate
his horse, which he stated was mired ir the mud. The Hanselers
were known to have considerable wealth, and the old people were
alone on this night ; but the o.ld'main was anxious to help anyone in

distress, so he went out with the American, and followed him as far

as the crossroads at the Beechlands. At this point the moon ’

suddenly shone out, and revealed the naked sword hanging at the
man’s side. Without any thoughts of valor, Hanseler turned and
ran; and shortly afterwards the strange famlly moved away.

Naturally, since those with whom the Canadians came in contact

at this time were not the representatlve people of the United States,
it took a long time to heal the differences between the two nations.

In 1817 Robert Gourlay, the young Scotch editor living at -

Niagara, and afterwards well known as a partisan of the . Patriots in
the Rebellion, collected a number of statistics, from which we can
gather a great deal of information regarding the state of affairs in the
!coimtry - In that year, in the 25,765 acres that make up Thorold
township, there were only eight hundred and thirty inhabitants.
One grist-mill and four saw-mills weré then in operation. In 1788
wild land was sold for 8d. an acre, ‘while in 1817 cleared farms were
valued at 5o shillings an acre.

Better farmmg was done as more of the land became cleared.
The first crops ‘were " chiefly corn, grass, and a little wheat, which
were sown after the ground had been merely raked over among
the stumps. Wooden ploughs were used, and the work: was very

hard, for it took a dozen men to harvest the grain that two could -

‘do with modern machinery.  All. the grain was cut and bound by
hand, and threshed with flails. . - : ‘

Better clothes were now worn, and more luxuries.were acquired.

The hot Canadian summers mdde it desirable to weave a ‘cooler .

material than flannel. Cahco then cost $1.00 and $1 25 a yard, so °
it was worn only on rare occasions, for silk was nearly as cheap. A

~ great deal of flax was ralsed in the township, and consequently a
_ great deal of lmen was "made. That it was. of good quality- is

'

¥

VAl




FROM 1815 TO 1897 - 53
testified by the pieces still in existence, woven by the pioneer women|
before sunrise. Another material in common. use was the cloth
called “ linsey-woolsey,” made by using. the warp of ]men and the{
woof of wool. '

The table was no longer ill supplied ; but one of the greatest
* luxuries was tea, which still sold for two dollars a pound at Nlagara
" Yet on state occasions it must hme been considered a necessary

drink, for every housewife of any means at all seems to have
possessed a silver tea-pot and caddy. Of fermented drinks a
common one was metheglin, made of honéy and water b0|led and
then fermented, and often highly spiced. = )

"The grey and red limestone with which the- “Thorold quarries
abound was already used for building purposes, one of the earliest of
" the stone houses being that built by Capt. DeCou before the war. .

In ;819- several large bush fires raged in this district. A few
houses were burnt, and many fields of grain were destroyed.

Until 1824 Beaverdams was still the chief settlement lying
wholly within the townshlp Many industries were carried on at
St. John’s West, but they were chiefly within the Pelham boundary.
In 1824 work began on the Welland canzﬂ, a full-account of which
is given in another chapter. Through ‘the many workmen who were
employed, Thorold, Allanburgh and Port Robmson soon became
places of importance. .

There were sdcial advantages, too, in the early days for the
people of this district. At Niagara there were many cultivated
E ~persons, who entertained a great deal, and distance was considered
" no obstacle to attendance at these gatherings.. It was particu]arly‘

pleasant” for the Thorold people to. have the Governor, Sir Peregrine
Maitland, established so near. . His handsome house: of twenty-
two rooms, an uncommon size at that time, was situated only a few:
miles east of Thorold, at the lower end of the present village of
Stamford. . From 1820 until '1828 he lived here, and the society
that gathered at “ Governor's Gate,” as the place is still called, was
one of the most cultivated in the province. Lady Sara Maitland,
it will be remembered, was a daughter of the Duke of ‘Richmond,
and it was her mother who gave the celehr;ated ball at Brussels the
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night before the battle of Waterloo. Sir Peregrine took a great
interest in the construction of the canal, and always brought his
guests to visit-the works. He was fond of making informal calls
upon the people here, and he frequently vivsit.ed the families living
near DeCew Falls, the scenery about which he particularly admired.

In religious life, the Methodists were particularly active.  As

early as 1820 regular services were held at Beaverdams, while
local preachers conducted meetings in private houses throughout-the .
township. In the. same year the ' Rev. William Leeming was sent
out as a missionary to Canada by the Society for the ]’ropa%ation of
the Gospel. He was the first Rector of Chippawa, and after Mr.
Addison’s time he preached once a fortnight in the old Lutheran '
church at Thorold. The . first Blehop Mountain of Quebec came
once in four years to hold confirmation here.

. Better opportunities for education were now given ' to the
~ Canadian youth. On the 14th of September, 1829, the Grantham
~ Academy, now called the St. Catharines Collegiaie Institute, was e

“opened. It was first owned by a stock company, shares being $50

each. Jacob Keefer and Hall Davis of Thorold township were

~wL T

among the shareholders. . In 1829 Upper Canada College also was

founded at York (Toronto). To both of these institutions many

boys were sent from Thorold. As there was then' no university in

Upper Canada the importance of these secondary schools cannot ‘be . .

over-estimated. No early registers of the Grantham academy are . -

now in existencé, so no complete list can be given of Thorold boys »

educated. there while the school was still in its infancy. Some

record of later years can be found from the scholarship list which

adorns its walls, and the first among these names is that of James H. -

Ball, now Public School Inspector for Welland County. In the - bRy

Upper Canada class lists for 1831 we find the name of Samuel. ‘

Keefer, and on a tablet in the.entrance hall of the college Augustus

Keefer is mentioned as a meml)er of the first cricket eleven, which

was formed" in 1836, and was one of the oldeqt clubs. in Canada :

devoted to this game. :
It will be seen that by this time life .in the Upper Provmce had

ceased to be all hard work.
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The township schools, of which nine were in existence in 1818,

are spoken of at greater length in another chapter, while the religious
Jlife of - the people can be gathered from. the chapter devoted to the

churches
" Before the war of 1812, complamts had been -made that

* Parliament was not “responsible to the people, as the Upper House,
‘through having control of the supplies, was independent of the

Assembly, which was elected from ‘the people. When a common
danger threatened . the country, these grievanéés were dropped.

_ Afterwards the political- abuses Became so great that they. Jvere again

a cause of dissension among the people Pelham township warmly

sympathlzed with William Lyon Mackenzie and his followers.

Thorold, being fully oct:upied with™ the canal work, was too

self:concentrated to take any very active interest in the affairs of the

government ; nevertheless, the loyalty of the inhabitants did not
prevent them from being anxious for'a better rule than that of the
Family ‘Compact.  But the best reforms have never yet been

brought about by revolution, and the Thorold men were w1llmg to-

wait for legislation to do the work. When Mackenzie took up arms-
against the Government, he lost hundreds of his best supporters. - Sir

Francis -Bond Head, with too firm a faith in the loyalty of the

disaffected, had very foolishly sent all' the regular troops to Lower

" Canada. - Then, when  the attack ‘on Toronto was threatened '

Reformers and Conservatives, ‘alike offered their services to :the
country. Later on, when Mackenzie took up his position on Navy
Island in the Niagara river, this peninsula was well prepared for war,

as it was feared that the rebels were receiving considerable assistance - -

from sympathizers in the United States. At Port Robinson, Duncan
McFarland organized a cavalry company, which performed good ser-

. vice in carrying despatches ;and Major Anthony Upper of Allanburgh
‘. was instrumental in organizing a corps that did active work on the.'

frontier. The rebel force was supposed to be very strong, .but Dr
Dillenbaugh, a Buﬂ"\10~ surgeon well known in Canada, conﬁdently

_afﬁrmed at-the time that ‘Mackenzie never had more than one

hundred men with hWavy Island. However, his United States
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Rensselaer of Albany, prepared to invade Canadtl. The American -

steamer Caroline, which as a passenger boat had. been well known
on the Welland Canal, was chartered to carry supplies for the rebels.

.On .the 29th of December the Caroline could be seen from the .
i Canadian shore bringing armed men, from Fort Schlosser to Navy
Island.” Some Mohawk Indians from the (,rand River, and a body

of negro slaves who had escaped from the United States, and who
had now Jomed the ranks of the Canadian loyalists, were anxious to
lead in an attack on.the Island. Col.. Allan McNab obtained
permission from Sir Francis Head to attempt to destroy the Caroline.
Commander Drew, a retired naval officer, volunteered to undertake

the work. At Fort Schlosser he climbed up the side of the steamer °

with his cutlass between his teeth After some hard fighting the

Canadians obtained possession. of the vessel, and sent its crew on

shore. The Caroline was then set on fire and sent over the Niagara
Falls. " This act aroused violent indignation among the Americans,
but the Canadians felt no rémorse, as is evident from. this piece of
doggerel verse, which was freely sung throughout the countrv to the
tune of * Yankee Dood]e '

When ﬁrst,Mackenzie’s rebel band

Was beat at Gallows Hill, sir,

-To Buffalo they did retreat,
And said we used him ill, sir.

CHorus:  Yankee-doodle, boys, huzzah,
- Down outside andgip the middle ;
! ’ Yankee-doodle, boys, huzzah,
: .  Trumpet, drum and fiddle.

S

The Buffalonians sympathized,

- And kicked up such a roar, sir,
And kicked up such a windy noise
It reached the Bnthh shore, Slr

CHORus : Yankeedoodle, etc.

The steamer, bound for Navy-Isle,
Left Buffalo one morning

" For to assist Mackenzie’s band,
.Britannia’s thunder scorning.

CHorus : - Yankee-doodle, etc. -
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But when the lion shook his mane,
And looked a little grim, sir, .

He said 'twas not a Texas game'’
That they could play with him, sir.

CHORUS:  Yankee-doodle, etc.

A party left the British shore,

~ Led on by gallant Drew, sir,
-.. To set the Caroline on ﬁre

And beat her pirate crew,-sir.

CHorus: Yankee-doodle, etc.

The Yankees say they did invent -

The steamboat first of all, sir; -~ o
But Britons taught their Yankee boats

To navigate the Falls, sir.

CHORUS: Yankee-doodle, etc. -

‘The spirit of our.Wolfe-and Brock
Doth still around us hover,

And still we stand on Queenston’s rock
To drive the Yankees over.

CHORUS: Yankeedoodle; etc.

No slave shall ever breathe our air,
No tyrant’s law shall bind us,

“So keep your Yankee mdb at home, )
For Britons still you'll find us.”” - o

CHORUS':  Yankee- doodle, etc.

The Canadians felt perfectly well able to manage their own

affairs. without foreign interference ; and it was that sentiment

expres,sed in these verses which made them SO - popular, in spite of o
In June, 1838, several of the rebels, with their Amerlcan
sympathizers, crossed over to Niagara, and made their way to Pelham
township.. James Morrow and Benjamin Wait were in command of
the party. As soon as the loyalist soldiers who were patrolling the

_ Niagara river heard of this rebel gathering, they sent a detachment

of lancers to St. Johns as an outpost, billetting -fourteen of the men
at Overholt’s tavern. On the 18th of June the insurgents made an
attack upon this datachment. The wooden building in which the

A
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lancers were stationed was completely riddled by bullets, but the
men escaped injury by lying flat on the floor whnle the shot went
whizzing -over their heads. Many of the rebels were wounded, but
they compelled the loyalists to yield by threatening to set fire to the
tavern— A reinforcement of lancers from Niagara and a cavalry
troop from St. Catharines soon released the prisoners and put the
rebels to ﬁlght Over fifty of the insurgents were captured by the
loyalists, Morrow was hanged at Niagara, and oné Chandler was sent
. to Van Diemen’s Land. -

For some years after the exile of Méckenzie, the frontiers were
still guarded for fear his supporters might make a second attempt to
invade Canada. Compensation was afterwards made to the loyalists
who suffered by the struggle. Very little had been lost by the
Thorold people except a scow or two that had heen pressed mto
service on the canal by our own men.

%

The terms of the Union Act of -1841 gave the Canadians nearly ;

all the reforms thﬁtt_ they had wished for, as by it the Legislative -

Assembly was made directly responsible to the people.
With the exception of the Fenian raids, the sixty years of Her
Majesty’s.reign have been peaceful ones for the Niagara District.

"In 1849 Thorold township contained 3,695 inhabitants. Thir- .

teen grist-mills and six saw-mills were then' in operation within its
limits. From the crop of 1849 forty-four thousand bushels of wheat
~and twenty-nine thousand bushels of oats were produced, while
seventeen thousand pounds of butter were made in that year.
Cleared farms sold for 45 10s. per acre, although wild ‘land could
still be bought at thirty shillings an acre: : ‘

In 1841 Fonthill post office was estabhshed under the pame of
Pelham. In' 1849 the popuhtlon of the Vlllage numbered one
hundred and fifty. It then contained a Baptist church, an oil- mill,
a sash and last factory, and a cigar and tobacco factory.

‘In 1850 a Provincial Council was formed for the county of

. Welland, and on April 21st, 1856, the counties of Lincoln and
Welland were” finally separated. The Canada Gazette of May 12th,
1856, contained a . proclamation of Sir Edmund Walker Head,

~declaring the union of the counties dissolved. Hervey W. Price ot:_

3
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Thorold was appointed Judge of the County and Surrogate Courts.
. This riding was only once represented by a Thorold man in the
Parliament of the Unitéd Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.
Duncan McFarland of Port Robinson defeated the Conservative
candidate, James Cummings of Chippawa. At the next election he
was himself defeated by T. C, Street of Niagara ‘Falls, Dr. Frazer
of Fonthill also represented this county in the old Parlianient before
Confederation, but he was really a citizen of Pelham.
_When the Dominion was formed in 1867, T. C. Street was
clected for the House of Commons from this riding. In 1872 Dr.

~King of Port Robinson was the Conservative candidate, while the

Reformers had nominated William A. Thomson. The contest was
an exceedingly. close one, but Dr. Kingswas defeated by fifty-nine
votes. . In 1887 another Thorold representatwe was nominated in
the person of Thomas Conlon, the Reform candidate. . He opposed ~

_ Dr. Ferguson of Niagara Falls, but the latter was elected. In 1892
"+ James Lawson of Thorold was the Conservative candldate, but he

was defeated hy James. Lowell of Niagara Falls South. 1In 1896 the
Reformers again nominated  Mr. Lowell but the Conservative
candidate, William Mc¢Cleary of Thorold, was elected. .
In the Ontario Legislature the first repfesentatne of this rldmg .
was William Beatty of Thorold who defeated John Pew of Stamford
the (‘onser»atne nommee, in 1867, bv a majority of- 202. Through,
upholdmg the Qoalmon Government of John Sandfield McDonald,
Mr. Beatty ceased to represent the Reformers.” At the ne'ct :
election, in March, 1871, he was again a candidate for the House of "
\ssembly his opponent beingJ. G..Currie’ of St Catharines, who

“appeared- in the field as a supporter of party govemment Mr

Currie wa’s_elected by a ma;or_lty of 139. In 1886 the Conservatives
nominated Alex. Fraser of Thorold, but he was defeated by Col.
Morin of Rldgeway, the Reform candidate. In 1890 the Conserva-

~ tives were - more successful, ‘and William Mc(,leary of Thorold, the .

prf.sent memher of the Dominion House, was elected. He was

-again nommated in 1894, but was defeated by \\’llham German of

W e]land . - Y
In the Australian I’arhament also, "Thorold has. had a reprcsenla-
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o tive; the youngeét son of George Keefer having been member for
Melbourne. He was the first Canadian that eiver sat in the .
Australian House. :
In 1853 the’ Welland Ranlway now owned by the Grand Trunk,
“-.was built.. It connects Port Dalhousie and Port Colborne, and has
stations within the township, at Thorold, . Allanburgh and Port
Robinson. It was built chiefly for the purpose of carrying grain for .
the vessels that require to be ‘“lightered” in order to enable them
to pass through the canal. Most of its revenue, accordingly, is
gained during the summer months. It has always - been declz}red
- that ihe Government should buy this railway, $in6e it is operated in
connectioti with the canal. The Air Line branch of the .Grand'
Trunk connects Allanburgh with Niagara Falls. ‘
" In 1885 theTown of Thorold passed a by-law grantlpg a bonus i
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to the St. Cathirines & Niagara Central Railway. Thts road, a
great deal of which mtrestles has a station at Thorold,
from which it runs in a south-easterly direction to. Nlagara Falls.

Thorold was one of the earliest points. to be reached by the
electric telegraph, on account of its importance as a shipping and
milling centre. In 1884 the telephone was introduced, Thorold
being made a portien—ef-th’e St. Catharines exchange. The line alse’
passed northward . through the tow nship, connecting with. Port
Robinson and other places. :

At the Desjardins canal accident near Hamllton, on the 12th of
March, 1857, John Morley of Thorold was among the.-large number
of persons who lost their lives in that. catastrophe. At the May
session of the Welland County Council an address of condolence was
drawn up and sent “to the bereaved families, relatives and friends
of the late Samuel Zimmerman of Clifton, Esquire, - and of Mr. .John
Morley of Thorold.” : .

In 1858 the decimal currency was substituted for the old Halifax
system of pounds, shillings and pence ; but for a great many years -
previous to this both methods had been commonly used.

In 1860 His Royal Highness .the Prince of Wales made a tour
through Canada, visiting’ many towns in the Niagara District.
Although this township was not honored by a visit, many Thorold

r

B G e




L

P—

PRI ¢ o AT

FROM 1815 TO 1897 6

persons had an opportumty to show their respect for. J—Ier Majesty’s
representative. ~ Mrs. James Munro sent some verses’ to ‘the Prince,
composed in honor of this visit.. A quaint notice- that appeared in
the Thkorold C/zromt/e at this time showed how, the negroes testified

" their loyalty The, notice is here given imrits- orlgmal wording :

The Colored Men’s Demonstratlon
.. The Prince of:Wales.
The Colored Ladies and Gentleméi??’of Thorold, Port Robinson

~and Cayuga, are hereby notified to assemble at Chfton, and form in

procession, well uniformed, on the day of- His Royal Highness, the
Prince of Wales, our future King, at 10.0’clock a. m.
All who do not answer this call will be surely fined in the penal
sum-of $2.00 for non-attendance. .
By order of the :
Thorold, Augc,8 1‘860 ' Colored Committee.

In 1866 .the Fenian ra|ds created considerable anxnety in this

- distrfct. When news of the threatened invasion was brought many -

petsons living near the border left their farms and took as many

possessions as they’could, in waggons, to Pelbam and the western

townships. The Taid was a, very mild mvasmn, but- the fnght
produced by it was greatly augmented by the wild rumors“that were” -
afloat.. A full account of the raids, in so far as they affected Thorold
township, is glven in chapter VIIIL.

The military camp at Thorold i in the latter part of the summer of
’66 is described in chapter XV:

In 1870 the New Canal was begun, and a new lmpetus was thus
given to trade and agriculture in Thorold.

A comparison of the census of 1871 with that of 1881 shows-
that the populatlon of the township, not including the town of

“Thorold, had decreased from 2,501 to 2,456 between these dates.

- Encouraged by the discovery of natural gas in the southern part
of the county, a company was formed at Thorold in 1887 to bore
for the same natural product. A well ‘was sunk near the High
School to a depth of three thousand feet, when gas was reached. A
considerable volume came up at first, but the quantity was not large
enough to be of any profit to the shareholders. Salt and oil also
were found nearer the surface.
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. The later life.of the township has been comparatively uneventful. ‘
_ Agriculture has improved, and the people have profited by -the

many inventions of the age ; but life has not been different from thg(
in any other of the older rural districts in Ontario. ' R
The younger generations have ‘been worthy successors to the old
Loyalist settlers. Thomas C. Keefer is now for the second time
President of the Canadian Society of Engineers. He has twice won

" ’the Governor’s prize for his essays on railways- and canals. It was

he who chose the site for the Victoria Bridge at,Montreal and drew

the plans for the structure, although his name has been omitted from

the list of engineers on the tablet on the bridge. Refore the
Canadian Pacific Railway was built he wrote papers urging its

- construction, showing plans and giving a description of the proposed

route. Scarcely less important as an engineer was his brother, the
late Samuel Keefer, who was also President of the Society of

: Engmeers for one term. He supermtended the building of the stone

locks on the old Welland Canal, while the planning of the
Parliament Houses at Ottawa was also under his supervision. . He
built the Suspension Bridge at Ottawa,.then the first of its kind in
Canf.ltda, and was one of the engineers Who planned the first

_Suspension Bridge at Niagara Falls, which was completed in 1868 ;. i

at that time the latter structure was the longest span in the world.
Joseph Hobson, for many years sheriff of Welland county, was also a
native of Thorold. Names of other honored sons can” be gathered
from the ngge?s of this work, for most of those who have attained to
any importafice in the world have kept up their connection’ with the

" township. One of our citizens, Matthew Royal, has" achieved no

inconsiderable fame as a dramatist in the Umted States. While

Thorold is proud of all these honors gained, yet she glories not so

much in a few isolated cases of brilliancy as in the' general high

average of intellect” and character that distinguishes a Canadian’

township.

BEaverDaMs. " This is the oldest settlement in the township,

although it has never attained to the dignity of an incorporated
village.  The.derivation of its name is obvious, the beaver meadow
being still pointed out, with the remains of the dam plainly visible.

B
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The first settler at this place was Israel Swayze, who built the
first brick house in Welland County. Many of his neighbors had
come from the same part of New Jersey—* near the old log jail,” as
they - de51gnated the district, which: was then un-named—and this
made an additional bond ‘of union among the settlers. Most of .
these families had’ cone before ‘the cold, hungry year,” and when'
the famine came they shared theu- provisions, a deer that was shot
o by Mr. Swayze furmshmg*food for many \\hO‘ had not tasted meat

- for months. . :
Beaverdams was very early connected w1th the neighbering
settlements by roads, which were laid out in the most irregular way.
Wherever possible streams were avoided, and thus the farmers were
‘saved the expense of burlding bridges.
In 1802 Elisha Edwards had a blacksmlth shop at Beaverdams,
and before the war there was a tavern at the crossroads kept by a
man named June. S
I . Until navigation was opened on the Welland Canal, Beaverdams i
was a very important place. The first survey for this great work was. e

" made by an English.engineer named Clewes, who laid out the route
from De Cew Falls to the ‘Beaverdam flats. Had his plan been
followed, the latter place would bave secured all the. industries ‘that
‘have since belonged to the town of Thorold. As it was, the older
settlement had its due share of business, considering its population.
Opposite the tavern was a general store owned by Ceorge and Jacob
Keefer ; the goods were bought at Montreal, and in winter time they o

_ were brought up by teams. In this shop was the first township
_post-office. - When work began” upon the Deep Cut, the Keefers

. moved their store to the canal bank. At about this time David
Young had a chair factory, while a shoe shop, a tailor shop, a
blacksmith shop and- a saddlery and harness shop. were the other
business houses of Beaverdams. Between 1820 and 1825 Hiram
Swayze had a saw mill on the c¥eek a little below the hamlet. - Here
he carried on a large business until the dam broke,, after which
accident - he devoted all his energies to his farming interests.
Ephraim Hopkins also built a stone tannery not far from the tavern.

_ Most of the industries were situated near this_ corner, which was the

i
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regular: stoppmt1r place for the stage coaches from Hamilton. No
less famous than the tavern was the “well in the middle of the
road,” which is still used. . . <

At the eastern end of the M(.C]elland farm there was a tannery _
built in 1820 by Thomas Wilson, who had bought - the tanning

business- established by Benjamin Swayze. Wilson- came~origi- _
nally - from Stamford toWhship, and - his interesting experiences in ’
the war” of 1812 belong to the history of the frontier. = As a_~
manufacturer, however, he became impb’rtant in Thorold township.

As a greater, dem'md arose for luml)er, on account of wooden locks
I)emg built.on théﬁcanal his tannery was converted into a s'ux\mlll

The " successive enlargements of the canal destro;ed 3much of hxs.
property ; and as an indemnity the (xovemment granted him water
power to be free forever to himself, his heirs and assigns. Taking

advantage of “this, in 1845 he built the saw-mill which is still .in

working order.

A very important building in the httle hamlet was the ‘old red
school house. In 1820 Hiram ﬁj\\ayze gave the site, and the
building was erected b) the people of the nelghborhood with the
understanding that all denominations might use it for rellglous
purposes outside of school hours. Consequently, services were “held
in it on'Sundays. During the week ‘it served as a court-house as
well ‘as a school, for here ’Squires George Keefer and Crowell
Wilson " used to try ordinary cases, the chief offenders - being
disturbers of the peace on the canal. 7

Beaverdams ‘was a pioneer community in many ways, and as
such its history requires a large number of .superlatives. In
educational work it was exceedingly important. Not only is. its
school known for early excellence, but it also claims to h'lV(, been
the first free school gstablished in Canada.

Over seventy years ago one of the first circuses was held in a
barn at- Beaverdams, where there was exhibited a menagerie that_‘
would scarcely have satisfied the small boy of the present day,
consisting as it did of one elephant and two or three-monkeys. - The
elephant, however, was the first ever shown in Canada. |

Fora long time this sqttlembent was the centre of Methodism
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in the Niagara District. Large camp-meetings were held here, to '
which people drove from a distance of twenty miles. The hlstory of
the Methodist church is found..in another chapter. = Until late
in the sixties the quarterly meetings took place at Beaverdams ; and
it 'was no uncommon thing ‘upon such an occasion: to see one
hundred and fifty teams tied under the big elms near the church.

The second brick house built in Welland county stands a little
west of Beaverdams, on the road leading to St. ]ohns, being stlll the
residence of Mr. Levi Louis Swayze.

‘ Although the shops, the hotel, the tannery and the bnckyard '
have long ago vanished, yet the little settlement bears no evidences
of decay at the present day. Agriculture has aiways been the chief.
‘industry of the place, and some of the most prosperous farmers in

" the township are those living in this vicinity.

S1.  Jorns WEsT. The village proper now lies wholly within.
Thorold township, and therefore has.to yield to Beaverdams its
claims of ‘priority of exlstence Just beyond the Pelham boundary,
however, were some “of the oldest industries of this district. The
. “Short Hills,” with. their rich farming land and springs of water, led
~some of the best of the. Loyallsts to make their homes there ; and soon

their agricultural labors proved so profitable that they were able to
establish their own factories and shops, and had no longer to goto
Niagara for every manufactured article that they needed. Abraham
Overholt, one of Butler's Rangers, owned much of the land in this
vncmlty, while Samuel Street’s crown grant also lay in thlS fertile.
region..

Including the one or two important industries that were within

“Pelham township, St. Johns at one time possessed five grist-mills,
all within one mile,>orr the Twelve Mile Creek.. These were known
as Darling’s, Burgar’s, Street’s,” Davis’ and Beckett’s.  Richard
Killens and John Street each built a distillery, while Russell Rich
had in operation a saw-mill,'a ,l)lqusmith shop, -a stove foundry, and
a machine shop where ploughs and mill machinéry were manufac-
_tured. _John Darling; whose grist-mill was in existence in 1801,

- built a saw-mill farther down the stream. The Overholts also had a

saw-mill, and Samuel Darling built a foundry which was managed by
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Paul Hewitt, while Howd’s axe factory was in operation over eighty

years ago. Brooks & Haney’s woollen and\{gi:f;nills were also
among the most important manufactories t Abell's hat

factory was another early industry. . John C. Davxs tannery was in

existence early in the century. There was ready sale for all the
wares made at St. Johns, and some of the .manufacturers became
wealthy, among them being lhomas Fletcher, who made a fortune

out of fanning-mills. ) ‘ »
The village boasted two general stores, one owned by Zenas Fell,

. and the other by a man named Terryberry. There were also three
 tailor shops and a harness and saddlery shop. ‘

" In 1849 we find that the population of St. Johns was a hundred
and fifty. The industries are spoken of as the five grist-mills, three
saw-mills, a' tannery, a cloth factory, and a foundry and machine

shop. The village possessed by this time a handsome brick church o

‘belonging to the Wesleyan Methodist denomination.

Now the only industries at. St. ]ohns are a grist-mill, a woollen-
mill; and a-wagg'on-shop ; and two groceries have taken the place of
the general stores. - ' . '

Yet the vxllage is not lackmg in prospenty It has given up its

. manufacturing simply because it found that tilling the soil was a

more profitable . occupation, and because, since®the country has
become opened up, manufactured .articles are more easily procured

than in the early days. One need not go farther than St. Johns to.

find a practical refutation of the idea that agriculture, pnjopeﬂy carried
on, no longer pays. ' .On every sideare found prosperous farms, while
the handsome homes of the owners would grace a city street.

The villagers are very proud of their school, which was one of

.the nine mentioned by Gourlay in 1817. Among the pupils who' got
their primary educatlon here were Dr. Fletcher Haney and Dr.

Henry Haney, and two ministers, who have held high positions in -
the Methodist Eplscopal church of the United States, the Rev..

William Brown, M. A,, and the Rev. Albert R. Rich, D. D.




'CHAPTER VII

CanaL Towns'

Thorold. Its situation. Its founders. Old canal. "Census of 1835. Soldiers
stationed at Thorold. Mills in 1849 and 1858. Fires. Electric railway.
Electric lights and acetylene gas. . Vice-regal visits.  Minor events.  Indus-
tries past and present. Port Robinson. . Settlement. Origin of the name.
Busy days. Regulars stationed at Port Robinson. N egro soldiers. Former
industries.  Applications for incorporation. Townsend, the highwayman.

. Allanburgh. Black Horse Tavern, The Holland toad Market on the

ecp Cut.  First mills. Present condmon i .

"Town oF THOrOLD. While known chiefly as a manufacturing
place, natural advantages alone would. make the town of Thorold
worthy of mention. : ;

- Situated on the hrow of the mountain, it commands a ﬁne view
of the valley at the north. . Looking towards the northeast, one
sees the vineyards, fertile fields’ and richly stocked orchards of
Lincoln ™ and the Niagara' lighthousé, fourteen miles distant, shows
perfectly at night.  Immediately north of ‘the town lies. the
_ busy village of Merritton, while St. Catharines, the only city in the
district, is situated a little farther away. "The. two canals can be
seen at intervals, winding in and out; and the blue waters of Lake
Ontario, dotted with vessels during the summer, form a background
_ for the whole scene. . On clear days the coast-line of the oppusite |
shore, fifty-two,miles distant, can be discerned, while at night the
“lights_of Toronto-illuminate the horizon. :

The town is over three hundred and ﬁfty feet above the level of
Lake Ontario, and is now well drained. Its invigorating air and
good drinking water make it a ’parficularl'); healthful spot, while. its
.accessibility by water and by rail gives. it advant_ages.not_always
possessed by small towns. :

All the land on which Thorold is bmlt was ongmally included in
the crown grants to Gegge Keefer, Jacob Ball and George Hoover.
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The Keefer house stood on the hill where Maplehurst has since been
built. The Hoover homestead was on the site of the present building,
just east of the road bridge over the new canal’; while the Balls lived
on what is now St. Davids road, just east of the Grand Trunk Railway
“track. - The Balls had given the land for the churchyard; and the
a log church and: manse then stood in the midst of their fields. The
next house built within the present town limits is that owned by the
estate of the late Judge Baxter; it was the homestead of Squire
Black, who bought a farm from the original patentee. )
‘ The early history of Thorold has been included in that\of ‘the’
'township, for, with the e\tception of _the battle of .Beaverdarys, no
event of lmportance hanpened here until the construction of\(the -
canal in 1823.

In 1827, two years befOLe nav1gat|on opened, Mr, Keefer bmlt
the stone gnst-mlll now known as the Niagara casket factory The
stone was obtained from Hoover’s quarry, through which the new
canal now runs. While the work of the canal- ‘was progressing, the
- company promised Mr. Keefer, as he was a large shareholder, and had
“taken so great an interest in the project, that if he would build a stone
mill with four run of stone, ready for work when the water was let in,
he, his heirs and assigns, éhould have the hydraulic power rent-free
forever.  As the mill was,ﬁ.mshed in time, it still enjoys from the
government the free water ] power promised by the canal company. »

Originally Thoreld had been Well wooded, and for a long time
'at:ter the land was cleared it was known as Stumptown.” Then
",.-the name “St. George” was proposed, in honor of Mr. Keefer, and
for a few years that designation was common ; but before the post-
office was established the name ‘of the townshlp had been given to
the new village. It is impossible to obtain the date of the first post-
office situated here, but such an institution is known to have been in
existence before 1824. The first post-office called Thorold was situ-
ated at Beaverdams ; ; the mail was distributed there in the shop kept
by George and Jacob Keefer. Afterwards the office- was removed to
" Mr. Keefer’s store on St. Davids street, Thorold, in the midst of the
village.

;n_ 1824, a large number of the Irish and English immigrants
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employed on the canal made their homes at Thorold, and shops,
inns and houses had to be built for. the accommodation of the new-
comers. From that year until 1887, the canals” offered a constant
means of employment to the thousands of workmen who came in
successive relays to this district.  With the increase of population,
new industries sprang up, and’ a great deal of money was spent in
the place. The government always paid the men’s wages promptly,

and the “fifteenth ” of each month took the place of the *quarter-.

day ” to which the laborers had been accustomed in the old country.
The money was not élw'lys wisely spent, and the “fifteenth” came
to be known as a day on which the constables had to be particularly
vigilant.

During the building of the old canal, the new re51dents lived

near the works, and Front and Pine streets became the centres of
- business. At the head of Front street, George Hoover had a'large

: general store where the City Hotel now stands, and many smaller

‘shops were afterwards opened

The Irish “canallers,” as the workmen were popularly called, had
brought their religious differences in an intensified . form to this
country, and occasionally humiliating broils took place ; but as the

men -began to make permanent homes in the place, they gradually,y

came to identify themselves with the Canadians. On the whole, no
better element could have been introduced into the township than
the quick Hibernian temperament with which to offset the more
phlegmatic character of the Dutch and German settlers. - At this
time, local names were common for the diﬂ',ererit parts of the village.
.On the west side of the canal, the southern end was known as Con-
naught town, while the northern portion, through which St. Davids
street runs, was called Protestant Hill ; and when the woods farther
west were included, it was spokenvof as the Queen’s Bush. .

. On August 7th, 1833, a census of Thorold was taken by Jacob
Keefer, which showed the total population then to be three hundred
and seventy. The families are thus enumerated :

WEST SIDE OF THE CANAL: :
Head of household No. in famijly * Head of household "~ No. in family

J. Watts : 10 George Keefer, jun. 7
. 8 )
John Hart -3 D. A. Bayham 4
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Isaac Head -

- J. Wilde 4 7
- J. Wentworth: 2 W. Shipman 5
* Joshua Cleveland 8 Peter Boylan 4
William S. Stewart 4 Thomas Walt _ 2
Alonzo Sweet 5 " Libbers Sweet 5
— Graham 3 " Nicholas Smith 9
- John Darker - 9. C. Butcher 5
R. McGraw 6 B. Merithew - .9
J. Welstead 10 George Keefer - 14
Jacob Keefer . 8
I Total on west side, 144.
o 'EAST SIDE OF THE CANAL:
Isaac Lacey - . 10 H. Doty 5
—- Henderson 6 —— Millinors 2
—— Huntley 15 —— Squires 1t
—— McArthur 10 —— Hubbell 3 .
—— McMahon 12 —— Waud 7
—— McGuire 2 Dr. Aberdein 3
D. S. Brown 8 John Burns 3.
—— MclIntyre - 2 R. McCue 8
P. McCoy 6 —— Davidson 6
William Coulter 4 D. Black" 6
—— Durant 7 - W. Carter 15
J. Foster 9 —— Fitzmaurice 6
James White 9 H. Hoover 10
George Hoover 6 D. Casy 4
Hogg 7 S. Cleveland 8
—— Wallace 3 —— Flett 3
O. Ingols 3 R. Garhatt 3

Total on east side, 226.
Total population of Thorold, 370.

After the Rebellion of 1837, a company of redcoats—j3rd Bat-
talion, Incorporated Militia—was stationed here. The barracks
were on the east side of Pine street, a few doors north of Albert ; the
building was afterwards used for the grammar school. These men
were followed by a company of the Royal Canadian Rifles ; for when .
the work of enlargement began on the old canal, only military force
was sufficient to keep the peace among the excitable navvies; who .
formed so large a proportion of the population,

From the opéning of the canal until the Manitoba wheat made -
its appearante upon the market, the Niagara district' was unexcelled

~for the quantity and the quality of its flour. A 'great many

i
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grist-mills were in operation along the canal, and thousands of - T =

. barrels of flour were shipped each week to Montreal, and thence to R
Europe. “Iri 1846, Jacob Keefer built the Welland Mills, then the
largest in Canada. . An advertisement in the Thorold Adwocate in . N
1849 describes them as “in complete order for manufacturmg from -

- 200 to 300 barrels of flour per day, with ship elevator capable of dis- = S
charging 1,000 bushels of wheat per hour, and storage for- 70,000
bushels of wheat and 35,000 barrels of flour.” The building is a
substantial stone structure, and was until recently owned by the firm:
of Howland & Co., the senior ‘partner being Sir William Howland,
late Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario.

Other mills mentloned in an early i 1ssue of the Aa'wcate give us

some idea of the busmess done in Thorold forty—enght years. ago.
The advertlsements include the following: The Elgin Mills, owned
by ‘Alexander Christie, and capable of grinding and packing 1 50/
barrels of flour per day; the Niagara Mills, owned by ]ames Gibson,-
and able to grmd and pack 120 barrels of flour a day; the old
Stone Mill, operated by Géorge Keefer, jun.; and the Thorold Mll)[s,~
owned by Parke & Cowan, and capable of gnndmg and packing 130
barrcls of flour and 86 bushels of custom work per day. In the o

- same paper we find mention of two other industries, arising out of o

_ the natural products of Thorold : Charles. Cockburn’s Pottery on

- Pine street, and Brown & McDonald’s Cement and Plaster Mill at
Lock No. 18, The hotels-open in that year included the Thorold -
House, the Welland Canal Inn, the Union House, the American '

"Hotel, the Farmers’ Inn, the Welland Hotel and the Thorold

I‘emperance House.

n “Canada, Past, Present and I'uture,” the vtllage of Thorold is : ]
credlted with a population of twelve hundred in 1849. The T
industries are described as: five grist-mills, with an aggregate of =~ K o
fifteen run of stones; one saw-mill, containing one upright and two
circular sa{v.s, and two planing machines; and a machine shop and
carding Machine: 'Menti'on is made also of .a tannery, a broom / Ce7 7o 4 /
factory, a plough factory, a soap and candle factory, two potteries .
~ and a plaster mill., ' :

’ } In 1847, “the ﬁrst cotton woven in Canada was made at’ "Thorold. \

-

)
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The factory was owned by a company of enterprising citizens ; but ; :

the management was not sufficiently economical, and the experiment |

: proved a financial failure. - :

. In 1858 the advertisements in the T horold Gazette show what
industrial progress the village was making. In it D. - W. Corbin
advertises a new brick yard on-the Ker farm, close to the Great |
Western Railway station at Thorold (now called Merritton station) ;
John Pollock’s new stone yard on- Mill street, now Claremont,
‘opposite the - New English Church ” is mentioned ; and Walter H.-
Ball advertises building stoné for sale on the township line between
_Grantham and Thorold. The list of manufactories jincludes John.

" Brown’s cement and plaster mills, Morleys plough factory, W. B.
Hendershot’s_saw mill (leased’ at that time by John McDonagh),
“and the Thorold mllls, bought from Glbson & Elliott by Band &
Hutchison.

From 1850 until 1880 were Thorold’s brlghtest days. T here was

“work for every laborer and mechanic ; all- the shops did a thriving -
business, and the factories found a ready market for all their wares.

Throughout - the Crimean war, fortunes were made by both farmers
and millers in this district. A good. sfg)ry ‘of one of the many
quarrels between the mill owners and canal 13uperintendents illustrates
the wealth that was made here at that time. In the early fifties John
Woodward was one of the most prominent millers of Thorold, and he
was frequently annoyed at finding the water turned off from his mill

- when there was not a sufﬁment supply for nanganon Angry at the
loss that idleness entailed, he once threatened to throw the superin- -
tendent into the canal if the water was turned off agam - At the next
offence he carried out his threat, and when the government official
reached the bank he threatened Woodward that the action should
cost him a hundred dollars.  “Friend,” calmly replied the miller, “I
could afford to th’row )ou in every day at that pnee, if my mills may
run.” : ’ :

During the cnvnl war in the Umted States, Thorold shared in the

general prosperlty en]oyed by the Canadlan manufacturing towns,

which were constantly shlpplng goods to the nelghbonng republic.

/ In 1850 Thorold was incorporated as a village, and m 1874 the

act was passed by which it became a town.
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It has several times suffered from fire: In 1857 the Parke &
Cowan mill was destroyed ; i’_njﬁ’1858 several good dwelling houses
were burnt ; and in 1866 a great fire destroyed forty buildings. The

;latter catastrophe originated on the west side of Eroht street, on a

very windy- Suhday in'April. Most of the townspeople were at church _

~ when the fire broke out. When the smoke was first seen the news

~ was quickly sent LQ\ the Methodist minister, who at once ‘quietly . -

dismissed his congregation. All the people then turned out to try.
to check the fire. The town possessed only-a _hand engine at that
time ; and, although a St. Catharines hose company came up, it was

‘ impossil?le to check the-flames until they had carried” off all the

business portion of Front street. 'On Claremont - street, tco, the “fire

"~ spread as far east as St. John’s church, desfro,ying nearly all the

buildings in its path. -*Since that time many small fires have -
occurred, the most destructive’ bemg the one that occurred in 1891 ;
but the town‘;s now well protected. = Theé two canals furnish a never-

failing water éupply, and the very efficient fire company nearly

always prevents the flames from gaining any headway.
" On the 18th of April, 1882, a street railway took the place of the

“bus line that had for some years connected Thorold with St. Catha—

rines.  In 1887 the electric system - was mtroduced the first car
being run to Thorold on October sth of that year. This was the

“first use of electricity for carrying passengers in Canada. Before the
-trolley system was used on the -St. Catharinés and Thorold road,

one car had been run by electrieity at Windsdr; dntario, but . it
carried- no passengers. Besides the distinction that its ‘seniority
gives it, the Thorold road is important because of tHe hilly nature of
the region which it traverses. '

* The town has been lighted by electricity since l‘887. “The lights

are particularly good, and can be seen distinctly from Upper Canada

College at North Toronto. .
The Lorne Curling Rink has been the ﬁrst place in Thorold to
use acetylene gas for lighting purposes.
Three times in the course of. its “history Thorold has been
honored by a visit from the Governor-General. In 1850 Lord

_ Elgin, accompanied by several members of the Government, came to

/
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visit the canal. He drove from ‘Port Dalhousie “to Thorold, and- at_
this point the steamer Brittania took charge of his party and:
conveyed it to Port Colborne* In 1874 the whole towh turned out -
to do honor to Lord Dufferin, who also came to inspect the great
Government work. - The 44th "Battalion -forined a guard of hono?
for Hisvf"'E'xcellén’cyl‘ The following address was presented by Mr.
Jobn McDonagh, the Reeve for that year.: -
To His Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Dufferin, K. P.,
K. C. B., Governor-General of the Dominion of Canada,
G, & . A :
" We, the- Reeve and Council of Thorold,. on Dbehalf of the
inhabitants, beg  leave to approach Your Excellency with assurances

of loyalty and devotion to the person of Her Majesty the Queen.
We also take this opportunity of expressing_ our respect and “esteem -

. for yourself, both personally and as' Her Majesty’s representative,

and of welcoming you and the Countess of :Dufferin_to the Niagara
Peninsula. . Your Excellency, during the visit you are about to make

to the public works now in the course of construction in this. place, -/

will behold an undertaking creditable to the energy and enterprise of -

‘the Dominion, and destined, we 'believe,” to -be the great highway’

of the immense carrying trade. between the great West and Europe,
and to advance the interests and prosperity, not only of this part of

_ the country, but of the whole of Canada. We have no doubt that -

Your Excellency will appreciate the importance to the general
interest “of the country of the manufactories, and other industrial
establishments on the line of the Welland canal." - .
While knowing that your extended tour through the Province
of Ontario will be taken advantage of by you to increase your know-
ledge of the country and its people, we trust it will also be productive
of pleasure to you, Lady Dufferin and the members of your family.
W. T. Fish, Clerk.- . Jouk McDonacH, Reeve.

Lord Dufferin’s reply is thus given in the Historonf Welllé'md.
County ”: ' » . ’ :

His Excellency expressed the pleasure.it gave him to receive an.

* address from the inhabitants of Thorold—a place to which, by its -

connection with the Welland Canal, considerable attention was at

the present time directed, not only from all parts of ‘the Dominion,

but from the United States. It was impossible to over-rate the

“importance of those works now in progress, whose magnitude was a
- measure of the advancement which had taken place in the aspirations

of the Government and of the people of Canada since the present
Welland canal was constructed. During his present tour he had
visited the distant waters of Lake Superior, and he had arrived at the

K}
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conclusxon that no reasonable man could doubt that within a few
years the industry and energy of the Canadian' people would conduct
the waterways of the Atlantic to the head of Lake Superior
(applause).” Neither was it possible to over-rate the consequences
that would flow from these great works. No one could look upon

. the navigation "of the northern parts of North' America without -

" perceiving. that the River St. Lawrence and the chain of lakes. that
empty their waters into it are destined to be-the highroad “along
‘which all”the productions, not only of the Canadlan Northwest, -but
also of the northern valleys of the MissiSsippi and its trlbutanes
would : pass ((,heers) It must necessarily follow that a community

located upon©that great thoroughfare would immensely - profit by’

" _the stream of commerce that would flow beside them, and. he (Lord
Dufferin) sincerely trusted that a great deal of the advantage to
which he referréd would stick to the fingers of the people of

Thorold (cheers). In conclusion, he thanked them for their kind .

expressions in their address with ‘regard to himsélf and ILady

Dufferin,.and assured them that “he would always watch with great

interest what he trusted would result in rapid 1mpr0vement in' their
Llrcumstances . .

A much i‘nore .informal visit was . that made in 1880 by. the
Marquis-of Lorne, whose coming was not generally known before-
hand. On ‘VIonday, Septem _,r)27th, of that year, His Excellency,
accompanied b)/ Mayor Carlisle of St. Catharines, Thomas Monro,
C.E, W.G. Thorr_xpson, C. E. (both of the canal staff of engineers),

and W. Ellis, s'upérimendent of the canal, examined the locks from ;

number 2 to 16. The-partv then drove to the engineers’ office at

Thorold, \‘yhere the G‘bvernor-General viewed the plans of the work. -
Mrs. F. Lampman and Miss Allison then presented bouquets to His -

Excellency, who graciouély thanked them. After this, the party re-
entered their carriages and proceeded to Merritton, where a special
train was waiting to take them to Clifton. ;

On December 17th, 1879, Sir- Charles Tupper as Minister of
-Railways and Canals in the Macdonald government ot’ﬁmally visited
Thorold, to inspect the new Welland canal.
 In 1863, the steamer Waubuno was built at Thorold by W. and
J. Beatty, for the Georgian Bay Transportation Company. The
vessel was wrecked near Moose Point in November, 1879, and the
crew and passengers, twenty in number, were all lost. = The Asia,
another steamer owned’ by"the .B'eatt’ys, was wrecked in a gréat

4
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- storm on the Georgian Bay, on the 14th of September, 1882, when
the crew and all the passengers except two were drowned.

In 1875, the new High School building was erected in Thorold.

~ At that time, also, Albert street was opened up west of Pine. On

December zoth, the subject of the erection of a new town hall was -

brought before the council, and a by-law to raise $20;000. by deben-
tures wi;s submitted to the people ; but was voted down by 89 to 3 5'.
In }ul); of this year, fifty-five freeholders petitioned the council to
have several old buildings on Front street removed.

In 1875-6, forty-eight buildings were erected in Thorold. In the
Post of July 23rd, 1875, we find this hopeful statement : “ When the

new canal is completed and factories and mills are erected thereon, |

>

there will be a greater demand for houses.” o
In 1876 taxes were as high as at present (1897). The people

voted down a by-law to borrow $8 000.00 to pay certain debts, to -
effect improvements and to purchase a cemetery ; and therefore a tax
" of twenty-five mills on the dollar had to be levied.

During the building of the new canal the: populatlon was

increased by many. Italian laborers. Frequent quarrels took place
among the workmen, and joccasionally a “strike” among-” the stone-‘

cutters would retard the progress of _the work. More than once: the
Riot Act was read, and No. 2 company of Valunteers, under Capt.
James, had to be called out to disperse the mob. ,Freq/uent' arrests

were made on every pay day, and once in 1876 the Police Magistrate,
-after holding two courts on Saturday, was oobliged to hold an extra’
~ session on Sunday to avond the over- crov\dlng of prisoners in the

lock—up :
The Odd’ Fellows’ Hall was huilt in 1876 Iu,zthat year’/the
‘market was so large that Andrew Hardie bought the fees for $500.00,
while nqw only $15.00 a month is paid for them: '$1800.do was

spent in the same year in adding the two south rooms to the east -

side public school .
A special Census for license purposes, taken in 1876, credited the
town' with & population of 3,673. - :
In 1877, a by- Jaw to expend‘$8 000.00 in bulldmg a fire-hall was
passed by the people. In the fol]owmg year; a by law was pflssed
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for the issue of debenturées for the same amount, -in order to
purchase a steam fire-engine and hose, and td-erect certain tanks

and an engme-house

In; 1878, the town council lowered the licenses of the nine
taverns from $130.00 to $r00.00, and of the several llquor shops
from $170.00 to $140.00. ;

Since 1879, W. T. Fish was appointed Police Maglstrate, a posi-
tion that he has held to the present day. ¢ , :

-In 1880, the citizens were particularly active in trymg to induce
capltalrsts to establish factories-here. _

- The industries. now’ existing in Thorold are: two grist- mills;‘“
casket factory, a pulp—mrll a blcycle factory, a basket factory,
cement-mill, a carriage factory, a knitting-mill, and a foundry and
machine shop. .

The town once possessed the following mdustrres which no |
longer exist : four grist-niills, a casket factory, a tannery a plotgh l
factory, a saw-mill, silver-plating works, a pulp -mill, ac cotton factory,

_ a ship-yard, two potteries, a cement-mlll, Ztwo- furmture factories, ‘a
" waggon factory, a soap factory, a candle factory, a charr factory, 4
'casket hardware factorv, felt-works, and several cooperages

* The Quebec Bank has a branch at Thorold, and it was only this|

. year (1897) that the Bank of Commerce removed its /agency from j

the town. oo e Ay
There are five churches in the_town : The ’Vlethpdrst Angllcan, _
Presbytenarr Roman Cathohc, and Baptrst the- first four being’
handsome stone l)urldmgs/ Other good pul)lrc burldmgs are the
Odd Fellows’ Hall and’ the Masonic Hall, while many “of the
resrdences are both handsome and substantlal . -
~Not all of Thorold’s promment cmzens have been connecfed

with the public life oflthe town, for "in/many cases large business

interests have claimed all thelgtlme and energies.  Among those of
" whom mention must be. made in thrs connection are: The late. Dr.

Rolls, the late ‘John Battle, manufacturer and vessel owner, and

" John D. McDonald, contractor, also deceased }’

PorT ROBINSON., Untll 1824, Port ' Robinson was a dense
wood, known as thé hlckory bush and ‘the .only house wrthm the

\
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limits of the present village was that built on the ‘banks of the Chip-.
pawa Creek by the U. E. Loyalist, John Carl. Carl’s nearest neigh-'»
bor was Peteir Misener, whose ‘second house, built one hundred
years ago, stlll stands - about a mile and a-half northeast of the
_village. For many years after the white settlers came, the Chippawa

" Indians lived in wigwams on both sides of the river to which they .
had given their name ; and it was only when they began to be
annoyed and .ill-treated by the navvies working on the canal, that
the whole settlement mthdrew to the Six Nations Reserve on the
banks of the Grand River.

When the excavations began on the old Welland cana] in 1824,
the greater number of the men were employed’ upon ‘the Deep Cut,
which lies between Allanburgh and’ Port Robinson ; and naturally a
little settlement ‘wa§ made at each terminus of this branch of the LR

work..  John Coulter, who had come from Ireland to take a sub- < .

contract at the southern end of the cut, built the second house in
Port Robinson ;' while Duncan McFarland, who owned a general
‘store near Allanburgh, soon afterwards removed to this place. In
the same year, the first church was erected by the Presbyterians, the
same building being still used by that denomination.

The history of Port Robinson has been l_argely the history of the -
canal. With the exception of the Carls, Miseners, Blakes, Lemons
and McFarlands, the early inhabitants were Irishmen, attracted “here
by the work .of excavation. When nanvatlon was opened in 1829,
the village became a port of entry, and was called Port Beverly, after
‘Chief Justice Beverly Robinson, who was a member of the Canal -
Cbmpany._ In the (:rsa'me' way, Merritton, and Merrittsville (now
Welland) werecalled after the chief promoter of the canal scheme.
Later on, the name Port Beverly was changed to Port Robinson.
A post-office was established in the village in 1829, and Duncan Mc-
Farland was appointed first postmaster. o

In 1832 and 1834, Port Robinson suffered from cholera, as did
all the settlements of Irish immigrants along the canal. :

-All the 1mportant boats that used the new waterway;, o f from what-
ever port they came, were obliged to pass through Port?TRobmson H
and soon it became the most flourishing village in the district.  In
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the matter of trade, it far outrivalled St. Catharines and Buffalo ;
and the present county town, Welland, was not yet in existence.
There was a large hotel in the piace, owned by Dilly Coleman, and
scapable of accommodhating one hundred guests ; and in exchange for
~this he was offered a valuable lot in Buffalo, but of course he
refused the offer, as the Umted States port, which now boasts' of its
300,000. 1nhab1tants, gave no pronnse at that time of becoming so
prosperous a place as the little Canadian village.

After the Rebellion, the British regulars, who had come out too

late to take part in the skirmishes, were kept in the country to pre-

vent furtﬁer uprising. The 43rd Regiment was stationed at Niagara '

- _,"Fnl]s, and_“look-outs ” were posted throughout the peninsula, one
““heing kept at Port Robinson. When the 93rd nghlanders suc-
ceeded the 43rd, these outposts were withdrawn. .
When, in 1840, the Government assumed control of the, canal,
and the work of enlargement was, begun, a new impetus was given to
trade at Port Robinson. A great deal of business was done there,
~ fora large number of people were constantly coming and going, as
this was the eentral point for travellers. A steamboat made daily
trips between I%uffalb and Port Robinson, carrying hundreds of
passengers during the navigation season ; a line of passenger packets
plied daily during the - épen season’ between Port Robinson and
Dunnville ; a daily stage coach was laden with passengers on each
“trip to and from St. Catharines; and mail coaches came to the
_village from Wellandport.and way stations, and from St. Johns West
and North Pelham. A four-horse stage coach also carried passen:
gers and the mail between Port Robinson and Hamilton. All this
" is. now changed ; when the Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railway
‘was completed, the steambq:it to Port Robinson ceased to make;’z\'ts
usual trips, and when' the Welland and Great Western divisions of
the Grand Trunk Railway were finished, the stage coaches from St.
Catharines and Hamiilton ceased to run, and therefore there was no
more use for the packet boats.
Before steam tugs were brought into existence, all vessels, except
steamers, were towed by horses. The village being mid-way between
Lakes Erie and Ontario, the tow-boys (as they were called) and tow
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horses made this their stopping place for rest and refreshments. Now.

that tugs are used for towing, there is no more use for the ancient
mode of propellmg, and consequently Port Robinson loses all
revenue from that source. ] )

- The Irishmen working-on the canal came chiefly from Cork and
Connaught, and many were the fights that took place between the
two classes, who' still retained -their ancient tribal hatred for each
other. The contractors were utterly unable to résfré.in' these riots,
so law and order was to some extent maintained by a squad of

Mounted Police under Captain John Wheeler, and a corps of .

colored vsoldier's commanded by Captain Duncan Maédonald. " The

officers of this company, both commissioned and non-commissioned,
were white men, but the privates were all negroes, chiefly runaway

slaves who had escdped from the United States. They were a fine:
set of fellows, very jealous .for the honor of .their company, and

exceedingly proud of the trust reposed in them. To-the Irish, how-

ever, the sight of a black man wearing a red coat was as so rﬁu(‘:h
" more fuel for the fire, for they bitterly resented being governed by a
‘militia made up of the Africans, whom they had, always des‘pised.'
At last, one of their faction fights broke out, and the workmen from.
Thorold, Allanburgh and the Deep Cut marched southward un-
molested. When the mob reached Port Robinson, the whole corps
of red-coats, two hundred men in all, were called out, while most of
the men of the village were sworn in as special police. * T he soldiers

were served with ball cartridges, and were ordered to fire and charge -

“among the rioters, if they advanced beyond a given point.” The
mfunated Irishmen were just upon the point of daring the negroes
to touch them, when Father McDonagh of St. Catharines rode up,
whip in hand: This priest had great power over all the laborers,

and was always of great assistance in keeping the peace; but on this
occasion he was obliged to resort to extreme measures. Drawing a -

line across the bank, he threatened to pronounce the curse of the
church upon any who dared to cross it.  Then, fearing lest some
might be tempted to disobey, he rode down among them, laying the
horsewhip vigorously over their shoulders, until this form .of punish-
ment brought the rabble to their senses, and they gmdu.llly slunk off
to their homes or lodgmfrs

.
\

\
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Charles O. Clark

hos. A. Clark
Deputy-Reeve

) Clerk and Treasurer
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Elias Egorter
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___J.W.Shriner ~~~ E.Damude  _ Collector _
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1

Mrs. Robt. W. Hagar,
daughter of Mrs. Lacey

.
Mrs. Thaddeus Davis, Franklin E.,

, gar,
daughter of Mrs. R. W. Hagar son of Robt. W. Hagar, and

_nephew of Mrs. Thaddeus Davls

FIVE GENERATIONS

son of H. Ward Hagar, -
and nephicw ot N, B.Hagrar .
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-

Until the 1mpr0vements on the old canal \\ere completed, the

'negro soldiers were stationed at Port Robinson. The two com-

panies were” disbanded in 1851. Of the negroes, there is but -one
now left in the village, Henry Lowry, a highly respected resident.
The first inn built in the place was the one still known as-Jor-

d'm s Hotel, although the first. proprietor was a widow ed John- |

's.torf There have been three other large and wellkept hotels in Port
Robmson, besides a number of smaller ones, and about six small
saloons.  The extent of business done there may be gathered

from -the _fact that the village once contained four general

stores, five groceries, oné ship chandlery, four .blacksmith shops,
three waggon shops, two paint shops, one jewelry ~store, one

. drug store, four tailor shops, four boot and shoe shops, one bakery -

and confectionery, three butcher shops, an ashery, one saddle and
harness shop, an ink and sealing-wax factory, two gnstomllls, one
saw-mill, a shingle factory, one shlpyard and two. dry-docks, and a
plaster-mill. Most of these places employed large humbers of work-
men. The shxpyard and dry-docks would sometimes give employ-
ment to between two hundred and fifty and three hundred men.

-« Canada, Past, Present and Future, gives the population of

Port Robinson as four hundred in 1849. However, at one time it
contained fully nine hundred inhabitants,” while transients to the

number of two or three hundred often passed through the
v111age in-a day. In- 1856 the county council- passed an.
act making Port ‘Robmson a police village, but it has never
been incorporated as a municipality. - When it did contain
the requisite number of inhabitants, the peop]e could not see any
advantages that would accrue to them if the place became a village.
Since the population has decreased, the desn'e to be classed as a-
municipality has become greater ; but the necessary seven hundred

.inhabitants can now be made up only by including the passengers

on excursion trains passing through; and it is said that thls was
actually done, when the people a few years ago apphed for incor-
poration. -

After the Fenian Raid in 1866 there were two hundred British

Regulars—the 7th Fusiliers—stationed at Port Robinson.  This

LY

-
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corps was kept under canvas until the cold weather, when it was

removed to the regiment’s headquarters at Brantford. )
For a numbér of years succeeding the Trent Affair (from 1863
until 1886), Port Robinson was the headquarters of the Welland

Canal Field Battery, commanded by Lieut.-Col. R. S. King, M. D.;

and ‘upon his death the headquarters were removed to Port Col-
borne, and subsequently to St. Catharines;
When the Counties of Lincoln and Welland were separated the

- first check was given to Port Robinson’s progress. The new county

building had to be situated somewhere in Crowland township ; and
Port Robinson, ‘which borderéd on it, Cook’s Mills and Merrittsville
were all mentioned as likély places. 'The first named was by far the
largest of these villages, and therefore it was first choice. The
corner stone of the Court House was laid on the Clark property, at
Ramsden’s point, just within the Crowland boundary ; but the

“building was never_erected. In the end, the Provisional County
~.Council chose Merrittsville (Welland) as the county town, and the

corner-stone of the Gaol and’ Court House was laid in that village in
18535. \ This change of choice was the making of Welland, but
naturally, it drew trade away from Port Robinson.. :

One by one its .industries: have ceased to exist. The shingle
factory has been removed. The dry- docks have been closed by the

Department of Railways and Canals, zyd\the shipyard was expro- -

priated for canal enlargement. In 1888 a fire broke out, which de-
stroyed Coulter’s Hall, a merchant tailer shop, two general stores, two
groceries and a bakery, on all of which there was very little insur-
ance. The village has no fire protection ; and so in the same way
there have been destroyed at other times the saw-mill, the plaster-mill,

two grlst-mills, Coleman’s hotel, a grocery shop, and a bakery in v

which thrée tons of flour were burnt.

The village at one time could boast of a' fine brass band and of a

public. fil)fary Until a few years ago it was the’ ‘headquarters of the
Liberal-Conservative Association for Welland County, and here the
nomination of the Conservatlve candidates to contest the riding
always took place. In 1895 the office of canal tolls at Port Robin-

- son was' closed, and’in 1897 the customs office was removed to
Welland.

e
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At pfesenf the population numbers about five hundred. ~The

~ places of business now consist of a grist-mill, two blacksmith shops

and three general stores.

About 1854 the whole country was in terror from a highwayman
named William Townsend, who was supposed to have his hiding-
place in the woods near Port Robinson. In the gerieral excitement
every harmless vagrant who.wandered ihrough the township was
declared to be Townsend. No one dared venture alone upon a
country road, for the notorious desperado had only to state his name
and demand money to make the terrified farmers yield up all their
valuables. - Bands of men scoured the county in search of him, but
he was not to be found. After murdering a man in Haldimand
county, he fled to the United States, but soon returned v;&ith a com-
rade, and made his appearance at Jordan’s Hotel. The vyillage
constable, Charles Richards, at once attempted to arrest him, but
Townsend calmly drew his revolver and shot the man, so that he
died of the wourid four hours afterwards ; ; and, strange to -say, the
criminal himself escaped. In 1858 he was captured in the United
States and brought to Canada for trial, but was acquitted, as the
prisoner clalmed to be a Scotchman named McHenry, and swore
that he had never been in Canada before. The trial excited the

greatest interest throughout the province, for the case was resolved

into a question of identity. However, there was not sufficient evi-
dence to prove that the prisoner really was T ownsend and so he

- was ﬁnally acquxtted

ALLANBURGH. Allanburgh, lying midway between Thorold and
Port Robinson, is a pretty little v1llage, the history of- whlch has
been’contemporaneous With that of the latter place.

Alittle north of the v1llage is the Black' Horse Tavern, the oldest
inn situated in the county:. The exact date of its first building is
unknown ; but as it is situated-at the intersection of important roads,
it is_probable that a hotel stood on the site at a very early date. It

is said that some Indians had a log wigwam at this place, and that

the present tavern took its name from a black horse that the old
chief rode, but for this the chronicler cannot vouch. In the early
years of this century it was known as Badgeley’s Inn, being kept at

s A

~
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that time by Joseph Badgeley "The main road from Nxag'tra Falls
to Windsor runs past this place ; and when Western Michigan was
being opened up about sixty years ago, the Black Horse Tavern was
the stopping place for those who were going from the Eastern States
to make homes in the new lumber regioh. During the time of this
~ emigration, eight or ten waggons containing settlers’ property might
" commonly be seen at the old inn, where the travellers rested for the

<
v

night.

The village proper was built on the Vanderburgh farm, althouoh
the Uppers, whose prop\rty lay a little farther north, have always
been identified with the interests of the place.

Most of -the eatly settlers in this vicinity were Dutch Loyahsts
The first roagl laid out was an irregular one connecting the farms of
the Boukes, the Uppers, the Vahderburghs and the Wilkersons, 4nd
was known as the “ Holland Road.” - It now leads from Allanburgh
to Lundy’s Lane. .

In the history of the Welland camls, Allanburgh has been an
important point ; for the first sod of the old canal was turned at this
village, and here the new waterway joins the old one. »

From the time of the canal agitation until navigation was
opened, this work was the all-absorbing topic. = While the rest of
the country was occupied with discussions about the Family Com-
pact and other political abuses of the day, Lincoln county was
divided chiefly into two parties—the pro-canal men and the anti-
capal party.. Naturally, the frontier people, and especially those
interested in the portage company, were opposed to Merritt’s
scheme ; but even among those who afterwards benefited by the
canal there were a few who objected to'it, because it was something
new. Their views changed, however, as soon as excavation began
upon’ thes Deep Cut, for at once Allanburgh and its neighborhood
became a centre of business.  All along the Deep Cut, where now
we see well:sodded banks on which the cattle graze; there was then a
row of shops and lodging-houses —poorly-built shanties, it is true, but
-still representing the wonderful change: that had taken place in the
population. The Canal Company had a general store, and there
were three or four other shops on the bank that sold goods of all
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kinds.. There was also a market at the Deep (,ut and so great was

" the demahd for farm produce that some farmers sent waggons there

twice a day, with fruit, vegetables, eggs and butt

Within the village of Allanburgh two of the oldest shops. were
those kept by Andrew Vanderburgh and Samuel Swayze. ' °

It was some mills built by an American capitalist that practlcall)
gave life to the village. This man, the Hon. J. B. Yates, built a grist-
mill, a saw-mill and a shingle factory in Allanburgh in 1835.. He was
represented in the place by his agent, John G. Stockley.  These
mills were afterwards owned by several different firms, including that
of .]ames McKee & Jacob Upper, while Baruch Tucker and John
Rennie were partners in the business for thirty years. The Canal
Company also owned the property at one time, and then the Gov-
ernment bought it.  The mills were destroyed when their sites were
needed for the enlargement of the new canal. -

It was Stockley who gave the village its name, calling it after
Allen, a- member of the Canal Company. ‘

Among the many industries that the village once possessed were:
Duncan & Wright's flour-mill, Bowman’s pail factory, Hoover &
Vanderburgh’s saw-mill, Harper’s bakery, Philip Bump’s tannery,
Thomas Towers’ foundry and Williams’ wheel-barrow factory, ‘while -
James Brodhead manufactured scythe snathes. ~ John Brown regu-
larly employed 'between twenty and thirty persons in his ‘shipyard.
Allanburgh has contained also- eight taverns, two shoe-shops, two

tailor-shops, a brickyard, two blacksmith shops, two cabinet shops,

two woollen factories, a dye*house, two waggon shops and a factory
in which grain cradles were made. Now all the mills and factories
are gone, and the village is merely a little agricultural settlement.
In the curiosity line, Allanburgh has produced the biggest horse
that the world has ever seen.
' In 1849 the’ population numbered three hundred. At one time
it must have been larger, for the village school has had as many as

one hundred and ten pupils attending the classes. Now there are

_scarcely more than one hundred and fifty inhabitants in the place.
The only church in the village is that belonging to the Methodists:




CHAPTER VIII

FFNIA.N Rains

Part played by the Welland Canal Field Battery and No. 2 Company.  The
““Trent Affair.” The Field Battery organized. British troops sent to Canada.
Southerners in Canada. Raid on St. Alban’s. The Fenian Brotherhood.
An invasion threatened. Volunteers called out for duty, but dismissed within
six weeks. Fenians cross the Niagara River. Field Battery again called out.
Badly equipped. On duty at Port Colborne. The tug . 7. Robb.  Field
Battery and Naval Brigade taken to Fort Erie. Volunteers capture fifty-eight
prisoners.  Canadians hemmed in by eight hundred Fenians.  Volunteers
obliged to surrender.  List 'of the wounded. List of officers and gunners
made prisoners. Canadian victory at Ridgeway. U.S. War Steamer A7ic/i-

. gan seizes the escaping Fenians. I’resentanons to the Field Batler) Thorold
aﬁ’ected by the raids. Later invasions threatcm.d

As the Welland Canal Field Battery was organized at the time of
- the “Trent Affair,” and afterwards played so important a part in the
Fenian Raids, it wnll be necessary to. give some account of these
events here. _ :

During the American Civil War the Government of the Con-
federate States sent two of their most prominent statesmen, John
' 'S]idell‘ and James M. Mason, as commissioners to England and
France, to impress upon the governments -of those countries the
advisability of recognizing the Confederate- St?tes as an independent
power. - All the ports- of those States were blockaded by the
* fleets of the Federal Government. The Commiissioners successfully
‘ran the blockade, and landed safely at the capital of a _ British
colony—XKingston, Jamaica. When a favorable opportunity amved,
they took passage for England on the British steamer Zrent. They
had not, however, been long at sea when the vessel was overhauled
by a United States man-of-war, and the commissioners were selzed
as prisoners and taken to a Northern fortress. S

In England the news .of this insult to the national flag was
received with outbursts of popular indignation, which compelled the
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Government to'make a resentful demand upon the Federal States.
The course taken .was characteristic of the British nation.  There
was no parleymg, but a simple, 1mperat|ve demand for the surrender
of the prisoners and their attaches. :

~ In Canada the indignation was even more keenly felt than in
England. The whole population determined to resent openly the .

' insult offered to the Motherland. Thorold township was quite as
active as any of its neighbors in organizing for the expected war, for
well the inhabitants knew that the destruction of the Welland Canal
would. be one . of the first attempts of the enemy. If this. were
effected, no vessel could pass to or from the Upper Lakes, and con-

.sequently the British or Canadian gunboats would be unable to
destroy the United States lake fleet and forts.

Volunteers were at once ehrol]ed, with instructions to hold them-

selves in readiness until called upon for service.  Thorold township
was, jointly with Port - Colborne, instrumental in organizing the Wel-
land Canal Field Battery. At first the headquarters were at Port
Colborne, John Vemer_, collector of customs, being Captain. When
he was removed to a fresh field of labor the headquarters were
transferred to Port Robinson, with R. S. King, M. D., as Captain,
A. K. Scholfield of Humberstone as First Lieutenant, and 'C. B.
Nimmo of Port Colborne as Second Lieutenant. Two field-pieces
were placed at Port Robinson, and one was stationed at Port Col-

“borne,” while a non-commissioned officer from the Royal Artillery
was appointed drill instructor. S .

A large number of British soldlers were sent to Canada, but the
trouble was soon ended, and the expected war between the two
great English- speakmc nations was averted.

* Incomplying with the demands of England, the Federal authori-
ties imposed a deep humiliation upon their own Northern States.
The prisoners,.over whose capture the whole North had but recently
exulted, were'immediately surrendered. W. H. Seward the Federal
Secretary of State, even declared that they were given up ** cheer-
fully,” and in accordance with the .“most cherished principles of
American statesmanshlp ; and advanced an argument in favor.of this
acknowledgment - of England’s claims—an argument that. might*
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have come even from a British diplomat. : Thus peace was main-
tained, but it was felt that any overt act mlght plunge the two
countries into warfare.. '
Many of the (‘onfederates were now 11v1ng in .Canada: -* Mason
himself had taken up his abode at Niagara. Large numbers of citi-
zens from the Northern States had crossed over to Canada in order
to prevent bemg drafted into the army; and the Niagara Pemnsula
was their chief rendezvous in the Upper Province. Of . these
Ariericans, several made their homes in Port Robinson.. '

. During the war considerable friction was caused between Canada -

and the United States. A number of Southerners made a raid from
Lower Canada' upon St. Alban’s in Vermont, where they robbed a
‘bank and committed murder, but they managed to ‘make their way
back to. Canada in safety. The United States Government at once
" demanded the surrender of the raiders. This was refused ; and, after
trial, Judge Coursel of ‘Montreal ordered their release.  Naturally,
Canada’s action, as compared with that of the Federal authorities
when a similar demand was made, was not likely to cause harmony
between the countries. '

In 1865 the rebellion closed, and the great army of the Federal
States was disbanded. Feniantsm, which had been organized -in
Ireland, had by this time gained a’strong foothold in the northern -
cities. © New. York was the headquarters of the Brotherhood; and
branches existed in Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Toledo, Cincinnati,
Erie,” Buffalo, Oswego and Ogdensburg. This Fenian army was
swelled by recruits from thg’di'sﬂ)arrded Federal soldiers. -England
.was to be attacked through Canada, and in the end Ireland was to
be freed from British rule. :

After the “ Trent Affair ” it was England’s first intention to recall
the army. that she had sent'to Canada, but fortunately this order was
countermanded before thie Fenian Raid took place

During the perlod of the trouble the British committed no end
of blunders. When the attack was threatened, the Canadian Govern-
‘ment was extremely careless, through ignorance of * the extent of the
danger. The Volunteer Militia was being perfected in drill, and the
Welland Canal Field Battery was making- excellent: progress ; but
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through the indifferehce of the government to the Brigade Major’s
adv1ce, that guards should be mounted to look after the valuable

field-pieces, Colonel Villiers was obliged to send the guns to- Hamil--

ton, where they could bé protected by the British Regulars stationed
in that city. The Battery, therefore, was obhged to be content with
a thorough drill in rifle practice. ' /

- On the 8th of March, 1866, a large number of Volunteers-were:
called out for duty ; and on the 1oth of that month, the Port Robin-

‘son detachment was sent to Port Colborne. Along with the left
division already stationed at the latter place, they and the Rifle com- -

panies of Whitby, Coiumbus and Collingwood performed the duty
of guarding the entrance to the Welland Canal, until the 21st of
April, when all fear of a Fenian invasion had passed over, and the
men were recalled and dismissed.

But the fears of the people were too soon allayed On the 31st

of May telegrams were received, stating that a Fenian army had

“crossed the Niagara river from Buffalo, and had landed without
opposition at Fort Erie. The strength of the invéders was placed at
from 800.t6-2o,ooo, but in reality ne one knew anything definite
about their numbers. Wild rumors were abroad ;" and even Mr.

Hemans, the British Consul at Buffalo, telegraphed to Ottawa’ that
the enemy was supplied with four field-pieces of artillery—a piece of

information that had been incorrectly furnished to him.
The Welland Canal Field Battery; although still without its

guns, was among the first to respond to the call to arms.: Armed -

with Enfield rifles, the Port Robinson detachment was taken to Port
Colborne by the same train that conveyed the Queen’s Own Rifles
- thither. As absentees reported themselves at the latter place, it was
‘found that the Enfield Rifles were insufficient in number ; carbines
were accordmgly served out to the men unsupplied with the former
.weapon. The bayonets, cartridges and cap pouches were far ‘too

few for those who had already reported, and, furthermore, the Bat-

" tery was not ‘provided with’ haversacks, and there was not a single
cup in the whole company. ‘

In the afternoon a contingent of the Battery, under Lieut. Col.

J. Stoughton Denms of the' Queen’s Own, was taken by a pilot train

S
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down the Buffalo & Goderich railway to repair Saeurwine’s bridge,
which had been partially destroyed by the Fenians on the previous
night. Having completed this work, they re-entered Port Colborne
about midnight.  Shortly after their arrival, a train from the west
brought in the Thirteenth Battalion and the Rifle Companies of
York ‘and Caledonia,i all under command of Lieut. Col. - Alfred
Booker, who at. once assumed command of the garrison, bemg
senior Volunteer officer.
A ferry-boat named the ]nfer7zal£onal wasv chartered by the ,
" Militia Department to patrol the upper part -of the Niagara river, in, -~}
order to prevent the escape of the Fenians from Canada, and also to
make it 1mpossnble for re-enforcements of the Brotherhood . to- cross
over from the United States. At midnight the steamer had not yet
‘ reported at Port Colborne.  Later on, instructions to the Command-
“ant at this place were brought by Capt. Akers, of the Royal Engin--
eers, from Col. George Peacock, Commander of the Forces on. the
Frontier. A conference was held bétween Colonels Booker and
Dennis'and Captain Akers, and they decided to telegraph to Capt.
L. McCallum, who commanded the Naval Brigade at Dunnville, in
order to secure his steam tug, the W. 7. Robs, with which to patrol
the Niagara river. By four o’clock in the morning, the tug arrived,
with the Naval Brigade on board., On it the Field Battery was then’
embarked, and the Robb started off for Fort Erie just as the Queen’s
Own left the village for the unfortunate battle that  took place at the
Lime Ridge in the forenoon. On reaching Fort Erie, the Volun-
teers found the village almost deserted by its inhabitants.  Customs
officers Treble and Sch'ryei' were on duty, but there was no duty to
_perform. The troops were disembarked and divided into squads to ~
reconnoitre.  The telegraph wires had been cut, and were found
strewn on the ground. . The village was thoroughly invested, and

eleven unarmed men, who could not, or 1d not, give satisfactory A
answers, were taken into custody, and handed over to the civi
authorities, who confined themn in the village lock-up. - -

The Battery and Brigade had now become a land force. - The
men were formed into two divisions ; the right wing, commanded by )
" Col. Dennis, performed patrol duty along the river bank; while the -
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left, under (‘ apt. Akers, patrolled the interior_as far as one and a-
half miles from the river. The day was excesswely hot, and as the
~ hours advanced the men grew thirsty. There Wwas not a single
_ drinking vessel in either of the companies, = All the farm-houses .
- .. were locked and deserted. Not until thé men reached Percy R
. Beam’s ‘fzirm were they able to quench their thirst; there, however,
they were furnished with both sweet mllk and butter milk, until the L
“supplies were exhausted. .

About five miles north of Fort Erie a halt was made, and the
patrol partres/e&:—bet-h»nght and left wings were called .in.

On the march down from the head of the river, Thomas Newbig-
ging’s farm was passed It was there that the Fenian force had
hwouacked on the previous mght and now desolation was to be -
seen on every side. All the fences on the farm had been used in the
constructlon of temporary breastWorks, while the growing grain,
crass and other crops had been- trampled under foot. On the
~march the volunteers made prisoners of a number of men who were ;

H:
skulking about the neighborhood, and who could not give reasons . . '
for their presence there. Several of them had, small firearms in ‘B
their possession. Altogether ﬁftv-exght men were taken, as follows : i I.
Patrick O’Mally, aged 35 years .~ John O’Cormor afred 42 years ¥ |
- Barney Dunn . 31, E. Cunningham. 4o B I
A. T. Moseley .33 - John O’Neil, 40 i ]
]ohn Grace 37 Daniel Drummond 32 1
‘< 1 (From Drummond Capt. King secured a revolver.) : g
Thomas Mendy 25 George Miller 19 : 1
James Quinlan 18 Thomas Thilks - 25 -
James Thatterhouse ~ 17° A. Flonsbery 25 b l‘
Michael Cochrane 34 Michael Kilfather 27 . il
v , James Dillion 28 - James Lynch .20 P 8 !
_ . Thomas Ellis - 31 . John Kearney 25 7 1
i R . Robert-Bailey | 45 John Dillon 21 Y ¥
R I John O’Mahony . 20 Robert R. Merrison 21 ¥
. S John Johnston 19 .~ FrancisMills =~ = 18 b=
" William Madigan = 19 - Patrick Kilbourne 19 R
: John Hughes 37 William Slevin 3 B
J. K. Mitchan 23 .Thomas Reynolds = 14 & -
\J\H axswell 19 ~ Michael Flanin 17 e
J. McE ham =7 . Martin McCormic 31 .

"James Roll 26 George Welsh 25
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Francis King ~ .~ 27 James Hogan 23
Daniel Quinn 47 William Killigan 18
. James Kelly . -~ 30 . James A. Hichman 16
- Frederick Fry 33 William Baker. 40
. Thomas McDonald 25 Thomas School 25
John Murphy 27 Patrick Daivling 41
John Mayfield" T 22 ~ John Orr | 51
Owen Kennedy . 19 Dennis Lynch 20
John Coney - 23 . Michael Hart | 25
Benjamin Berry 15 * Thomas Kinkland /16

The last mentioned seemed to be a harmless youth from" th(,
nexghborhood of Clifton (Niagara Falls). )

Francis King, who came from New’ Orleans; had served in the

Confederate army. Canada had been reported to him as a country
. seven miles wide, which could be over-run and captured in a fore-
noon. a. ' o ‘

These, with the men \\ho were seized by other Volunteers, were
tried at a special Court of Assize, at Toronto, in the winter of 1866-7.
Those not in possession of firearms when captured were acquitted ;

- the. others, fewer than a dozen, received sentences of life imprison-
ment in the Provincial Penitentiary. This sentence was, however, in -

most cases, commuted to a term of two years. Four or five prison-

ers were detained until 1872.  Considering the "deplorable loss of .

“life and property which the raid entailed upon Canadians, there were

not a few of the Volunteers and their friends who regarded the treat- .

ment which the .Fenians received at the hands of the Government
“as altogether better than they deserved. , ’
At Black Creek the Field Battery and the Naval Brigade, with

. their prisoners, embarked upon the Robb. This proceedidg: was
very necessary, as the Volunteers with their officers numbered only-

eighty-seven men, while they had- fifty-eight prisoners in charge.
The commissioned officers who served as Col. Dennis’ associates on

_ the march Wﬁne::Captains King and Scholfield ; those with (}apf.

Akers were Capt. McCallum, Lieutenant Nimmo of ‘the Battery and

Iiéut. Macdonald of the Brigade. Second Ljeutenant W. T. Robb

of the Naval - Brigade was also captain of the tug, and he now took
charge of it. The only way of embarkation on the Rodé was by
means of a small row-boat. The prisoners were taken first, in small
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squads of three or four at a time, until ﬁnally they and thelr captors |

were all on board It will be seen that the course pursued by Col.

Dennis, in landmg his men and leldmg his command into two' .~

divisions, was a most dangerous one. Tbe position of the enemy
was unknown, and at ahy time they might have mtercepted the
march and captured the Volunteers.

The Robb at once made. its way to Fort Erie, where the troops,

with the exception of fohr men who were detailed for guard duty on
the tug, were again drsembarked and formed into line on the wharf.

Just then a horseman, Lewis Palmer of Bertie, galloped in from the
west, and ‘informed-the Commander that the Fenian force, about
eight hundred strong, ‘would arrive in the vrllage within ' twenty

minutes.

A small squad was at once sent to bring the prisoners from the .

lock-up; and these, with the Fenians captured durmg the day, were
safely confined below deck.

The Volunteers were commanded to embark on the tug; but the
order was afterwards countermanded Then the. whole force was

again drawn up for the coming conflict. The men of the Battery »
_faced the west, while the Brigade'faced south. - Col. Dennis stood
at the right of the Battery, with the other ofﬁcers in the rear, except .
Capt. Akers, R. E., who had procured a horse and buggy and gone
. on a reconnoitering expedition ; his return was cut off, but he was
- able to reach Port Colborne in safety._

Soon the Fenians advanced from the south, first wavirrg a ‘white

flag to give the Volunteers an opportunity to surrender.a . The’

enemy then opened a fusilade upon ‘the Volunteer force. The first
to feel-its effects was . Capt. King, whose left ankle was shattered.
Col. Dennis now observed a large body of the enemy advancing in

- skirmishing order from the west and coming down the slop’e of the -
hill, and another body marching through a strest at the northern end -

of the village. Thus the Volunteers were well hemmed in.
Lieut. Robb, seeing the embarrassing posmon in which the land
force was placed, and fearing that the tug mrght be captured, either

for the sake of liberating the prisoners, or to make it serve as a
“means of escape for the enemy, now moved out from shore and
:slowly drifted down the river.

- —
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The whole force of the Fenians opened a galling fire, which their

- opponents could not successfully resist ; and accordingly after a few

volleys were fired, the Battery and Brigade broke and ran. Some of

the tetreating Volunteers, including Captain McCallum, went down

thesriver road, and were afterwards taken on board the Roéb ; while .

others escaped through- the country to their homes. -Some took
refuge in the Fort Erie post office, and resumed the fire upon the
énemy, but after their ammunition failed they were obliged to sur-
render, for the Fenians smashed the windows wnth the butt end of
their rifles.

In this encounter the enemy were i('nown to leave a number of
killed and wounded on the field. The Volunteers lost no lives, but
a few were wounded. The list of the latter included: Capt. King,
ankle shattered ; Gunner John Bradley, thigh shattered; Gunner

v Fergus Scholfield, left leg shattered ; Gunner John Harvestor, severe
flesh wound in leg; Gunner Robert Jordan Thomas, slight flesh
wound in hip on retreat. The last mentioned escaped with Col.

Dennis, and reached Col. Peacocke’s camp during the night.  All of

-these were of the Welland Battery. There were no casualties in the
ranks of the Brigade. ‘

After the surrender the pnsoners were divided into small squ'rds,
and under heavily-armed escorts were marched up the principal
street and - halted near the American Consul’s residence.  Here the
green flag of Ireland was unfurled, and the victors cheered at their
success ; while a loud response followed from the opposite side of the
river, where” thousands of Fenians and their -sympathizers had
assembled a_ri_d witnessed the fight.  The prisoners were then taken

. to the ruins of old Fort Erie, where they were given quarters’ on the

grass. The captured Volunteer officers, Lieutenants Scholfield and

‘Nimmo of the Welland Battery and Angus Macdonald of _the
Brigade, were quartered at the residence of Dr. Kempson, the reeve
of the village.

T l;g fﬁﬂk ewing is a list of ‘the ofﬁcers and gunners of the Battery.
who w. made” prisoners : Sergeant-Major Richard Boyle; Ser-
geants Gideon Grisdale and ]ames H. Boyle Corporals Stephen




Offspring, William Broom, John Waters, Patrick Roach, Samuel
Cook, Thomas Boyle, Joseph Reaveley, Jonathan Ward Hagar,
William Clark, Robert Armstrong, Jacob Garner, Edward Arm-
strong, James Coleman, Charles Campbell, Isaac chkerson, Serril
‘Rédcliffe and Maurice Weaver.

was fired upon, but no damage was done other than breaking a pane

of glass in the window of the pilot house, the man at the wheel

having a very narrow escape.. As only Fenians yere visible in the
- village, those on board the tug came &% the conclusion that their
- comrades had all been killed in an unequal battle ; and this was the
_ report that they first brought to Port Colborne.

By permission of Col. John O’Neil, commander of the Fenian
force, Capt. King was allowed to be taken to Buffalo, to have his left
leg amputated. The wounded gunners, Bradley and Scholfield, had
_ . the amputations performed by surgeons on theifollowing morning.

/ About half-past one o'clock on” Sunday morning, June "3rd, the

‘Canadian prisoners were formed -in line near a board fence, a short

supposed that the Fenians at first intended to shoot them, and that
their escape: from steh a fate was due to the enemy ’s fearing that their
own captured comrades\mgwe more numerous. At the ‘wharf

did not yet know of the Canadian victory at Ridgeway; but Col
O’Neil now informed :"thcm that they were at liberty, and he
expressed a hope that the Fenian. prisoners would be treated as
humanely as these men had been.  His force then embarked upon
the boats ; and not igany minutes afterwards the booming of cannon
~ was heard from the United States war steamer Mu/zzgan which then
came up the river, and in the.name of the United States seized the
tug and scow, with the- Fenians on board, - for breaking the neutrality

specific orders from Washington regarding the disposal of. its prlzes
| Some of the released Volunteers went” home, while others
remained in the village to await further developments. At about six

o’clock in the morning Col. G. T. Denison’s cavalry company, of the
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distance apart ; and were afterwards -marched to the wharf. . They

laws. The Michigan anchored in thé middle of the fiver to await

The tug Robb again steamed up the river; and at Fort Lne it . "

there were a steam tug and a large scow in waiting. The Volunteers " " =

s

e
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Governor General’s Body Guard, arrived at Fort Erie, and took up
their quarters at the City Hotel. These were followed by Colonel

Lowry, commanding Her Majesty’s 47th Regiment of foot, with a.

Battery of Artillery and some Canadian Volunteers. Later on, Col.
George Peacocke and his troops reached the village, and in the after-
noon the force was increased by the arrival of the Queen’s Own and

the Thorold men from Port Colborne.  The troops went under .

canvas on the rising ground in the rear of the village.
By noon intercourse between the United States and Canada was
resumed, and hundreds of sight-seers and newq-gatherers crossed

over from Buffalo, while civilians came from various parts of Ontario. '

In the afternoor the tug Roké came down from Port Colborne,
and took on board the wounded Volunteers, and those of the Battery
and Brigade who had remained at Fort Erie. The wounded were
taken to the British North American hotel at Port Colborne, which
had been temporarily converted into a hospital.

By this time the field-pieces had been sent down from Hamilton.
The Field Battery; thus properly equipped, began a five week’s term
of active military service. On the 6th-of July they were marched to
Port.Robinson, their headquarters, and dismissed from duty. .

‘The corporation of  the village of Fort Erie presented Captain
King with a valuable sword, and the Battery with a siIver-plated
trumpet. At a special session of the Welland County Council,
~ Edward Lee being then warden, one hundred acres of land in the
Great Cranberry- Marsh were graniéd to each of the wouhded
Volunteers. Captains King and McCallum each received a valuable
sword ; while to each of the other officers, and to the men, of the

Field Battery and the Naval Brigadé a medal was given. When the .

council learned that they had violated the Military Rule, they
appealed to the Imperial War Department to recognize their act.
- Permission was granted, and each of the Volunteers was allowed to
wear the medal upor his right breast when he was in uniform. The
presentation was formally made at Port Robinson, when most of the
residents of Thorold Township assembled to do honor to the Field
Battery. = . '

-

In 1870 the Battery was again called out- for service, when the
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Fenians threatened a second invasion of Canada. The men felt so
indignant for the lemency extended to the Fenian pnsoners in 1866

_that they resolved to show no quarter.

The headquarters of the Battéry have since been removed to St.

i (,atharmes, and the Commander is now Lieut.-Col. Frank I\mg, M.

D., son of the late Captain R. S. King, M. D.
A less exciting but quite as honorable experlence ‘during the rald

.was that of No. 2 Company of Thorold. For some months before

the Fenian invasion the men had been drl)led by mstructors from

_the regular army, and they were therefore fully prepared for the

attack. On the first of June, 1866 the company, under' the
command of Captain James, was ordered to -proceed to Port

-Colborne, in order to serve as protection for the town and to guard

the locks of the Welland Canal. Then, when it was learned that

- the Fenians had reached Ridgeway, the men were ordered to that

place: As no cars were available, they had to be conveyed thither

. on an engine and tender on the Grand Trunk Railway. Arriving

too late to take part in the fight, they had nevertheless the honor of

. forming the rear guard to the Queen’s Own Rifles on their wdy back

to Port Colborne, that regiment havmg run short of ammunition.
On -the followirig day, the troops marched to Fort Erie, No. 2

. Company forming a line of skirmishers on the left of the column.

o

This march was particularly fatiguing, for in passing through the
swamps the men were in many places obliged to wade waist deep in
water. © The company remained at Fort Erie until the camp broke

up, attending to the daily military- duties under Lord - Wolseley. .
. The camp was afterwards formed again at Thorold for about six
__weeks; at the expiration of which-time the Volunteers were allowed

to return to their homes.
Archibald Dobbie and Bartholomew Macdonald of Thorold went

up to view the battlefield at the Limestone Ridge on the day follow-

ing the fight:  Some of our own men took them for Fenian scouts,
and Mr. Macdonald was shot and killed. Not urderstanding
military rules, he disobeyed when called upon to halt.

In 1867 No. 2 Compary was again called out, and ordered to
Clifton for the protection of that town from a threatened invasion of
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Fenians, who were expected to come over by way of Suspension
Bridge.

In 1878 another Fenian Raid was threatened, and the Battery
qnd No. 2 Company. were again prepared for active service.

At the time of the dynamite outrages perpetrated in London, Eng-

land, by the Fenians, a rumor was circulated that the Welland Canal -

‘was to be destroyed. Guards were placed at various points, and the
_railway tunnel under the-canal at Thorold was well watched. "How-
ever, no Fenians came; but the guoards once mistook an innocent
firecracker, dropped by a mischievous youth. from the bank over-

“head, for the dynamite fuse that was to destroy the great Govern-

“ment work. : : : z
Ia ‘Partly in commemoratlon of 1897 as ]ubllee Ye'lr .and p'lrtlv in

ya recogmtlon of the services rendered by the Volunteers in 1866,

medals are now bemg given ‘to those who went to the front at the
- Among those who are or have been re51dents of the townshlp
of, Thorold, and who, although part|c1patmg in the events of that
period, were not members either of the Battery or of No. 2 Com-
pany, may be mentioned: Rev. P. L. Spencer, rector of St. ]ohns
cbumh%oﬁm B. Crombie, manager ‘of the Quebec Bank
Thorold ; and Rev. C R Lee, rector of St. Andrew’s church
Grimsby. .
The first of these was, at the time of the 1866 invasion,
a teacher in the v1l_1age of Millbrook. = When the call to arms
resounded through the Province, he joiried the Millbrook Com-
pany, which formed a part of the Durham and Northumberland
Provisional Battalion ; and, though qualified by the possession of a
 certificate from the Toronto mlhtary school to take the position of
an officer, he served as a private in the company, remaining with it
until the troubles of the times were over. The reglment after
holding itself in readiness for some days to assist, if necessary, at
Ridgeway, was sent to Kingston, where it performed the duty of
guardmg the frontier from a threatened attack by the Femam at

that pomt remaining in the city for the space of three weeks. ' The

" men were billeted upon the citizens, their active service comprising

field manceuvres and patrol and guard duties:
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Mr. Crombie was a member of the Upper Canada College Cadet | ‘
Company, then attached to the Queen’s Own Rifles; but this
company, being composed of boys, was not allowed to go out on
active service. Several of the older boys, however, joined No. 8, or
Trinity Coilege, Company, which at the ‘time was not up to its full
~complement. ' Mr. Crombie, along with his company, was present at
Ridgeway, and participated in the engagement. His recollection of

- the circumstances which brought about the withdrawal of the
Queen’s Own and the 13th from the field, leads him to think that it _
~ was entirely due to the illjudged order of the superior officers to . . . ]
prepare for cavalry. -Up to this point.of time the Trinity College
- Company, with others "of the regiment, had been moving as .
skirmishers, and steadily advancing against the Fenians. When the N >
_ unfortunate order was given, the companies formed rallying squares, - 8 |
and then later d_bubled in upon the main body. Here the whole ' r
regiment received the full fire'of the enemy. Then the order was ' '
given to. retire, followed immediately by the command to halt "and
“front. This was so frequently repeated . that the men became
".". bewildered, and the regiment fell into disorder. The vdldnieers,
though retreating, still held together in squads, and from time to »
time faced the Fenians and fired from the fence corners. The *
~enemy did not follow for any great distance; and the Canadians .
were of ‘the_opinion that the Fenians imagined that, after the good
stand the volunteers had made, the retreat was simply a ruse to lead
~ them into ambush. .,\/\\\ : , .
Rev: C. R. Lee was also a member of Trinity College Company.
He held the rank of sergeant; and the opinion entertained by the
men was that he was a _thoroughly efficient non-commissioned -
officer. '

/
.
L ' N
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AGRICULTURAL

Grain, fruit, vegetables, stock and dairy produce. First\fair in the Niagara Dis-
-trict. Beet syrup and silk among_the exhibits. Thprold Township Agricul-
tural Society formed.  Silver medal awarded to the model farm. Cattle
show at Beaverdams in 1848.  Prize list.

The.'Niagara District is far-famed for its excellent far'm_g. In the
opening chapter the character of the soil has already been described,
and it will be easily understood that the moderdte. climate of the

peninsula still further increases the value of the 1 nd. Grain was "

once the chief product of this townshlp. but it has not been SO great
a source of wealth since Mamtoba has entered into the competmon

and hence our farmers have found it more profitable to turn a-con-
siderable portion of their land into orchards. ~ Some idea of the
‘large crops of fruit raised here may be gathered from the market
prices of 1896., The harvests in that year were so bountiful that

grapes brought only one cent.a pound, while"the best apples sold for -
ﬁfty cents a barrel.  Of all fruits, peaches bring the best returns, for, .

" however great the supply, the prices vary but little.
of vegetables, nearly all varieties are.raised here, but tomatoes

form the largest proportion of those that are exported. Even the:

lower orders of vegetation are not neglected, for the example of
England and France, in utilizing abandoned mines as mushroom
beds, has been followed here, an excavation in the “mountain”
being made to serve the same purpose-at Thorold.

© Although stock raising is not very common, yet there are a few

farms within the township that ship several ‘thousands of dollars’

. Wworth of horses and cattle to anland and the United States each
Cyear. .

Naturally, dairy produce is not so abundant here as in the less

“r
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fertile districts, but the quallt) of the butter and (heese made is
_extremely good.’ '

Agricultural shows have been held since 1846. In October of

“ that year the first fair of the Niagara District took place at Beaver-
". dams, at the farm and hotel owned by Mr. Ephraim Hopkins. T he
' barn was used. as a hall in which fruit, vegetables, cheese and butter,:

.and grain of all kinds were shown.  The exhibits included a skein
Jof silk in its natural state, made by the silk worms on the farm of
Captain Radcliffe of Centreville. ~ Capt. Radcliffe was a retired

fﬁcer of the Royal Navy, who took a promment part m the munici-
pa} educational and agricultural life of the township. At this fair,
his farm contributed also a quart of syrup made from the sugar beet.
In a field 1d]0mmg the hotel were exhibited the horses, sheep and

c?i'tt’ré‘—"F'trmers ‘and “villagers from all parts -of- the surroundmg_, N

countr\ were present, but the gathering did not include women,as it
was not the. custom for them to attend fairs in those days. About
gne }n\mdred persons sat down at dinner on this occasion, and
speechiee were afterwards made congratulating the managers upon

the success of the exhibition. = At about four o’clock in the after-

noon thé meetmg was l)rouoht to a close, everyone having been well
pleased with.the experiment.

The Niagara District Fairs were. held annualty for five years, and
since the expiration of that time their place has been supplied by the
township and county agricultural shows, and by the provincial exhi-
bition. - The last of the district fairs took place in 1851, in a field
adjoining the site of the Clty Hotel in Thorold.

On the 17th of Apnl 1847, there was formed the l‘horold

f&}éi‘ownshlp Agricultural Society, with the-following as officers :

President, Duncan McFarland ; Vice-Presidents, the Rev. T. B.

Fuiler and John Williams; Treasurer, William anht Secretary,
Robert Hobson.

The annual mcmbershlp fee was five shillings, Halifax curreﬁ'é)'.

One of the articles of the constitution stated that the society
_ should hold a meeting each autumn for the exhibition of - domestic

animals, agricultural implements, horticultural and mechanical pro-

ductions, and such other articles as the Board may deem worthy of

-
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encouraging, at which meetings premiums shall be awarded from the - ;
~society funds.” ’

A silver medal was awarded to the owner of the best farm in the
township. The committee took into consideration the following
points : the state of the crops, the drainage, the stock of all kinds,
the fences, the barns and shed—sﬂ the farm utensils, ‘the fruit trees, the
state of the soil, and the amount of help that each farmer received
from the members of his own far_n-ily. Those entering their fqrrﬁEs

% P for competition were Alexander Page, Robert Hobson and Robert
___ N ‘M. Wilkerson. - After inspecting these, the commiitee sent in the
;,.d“’ - N . N N -

ey ~ following report : . - ’

We, the undersigned, appointed by the Thorold Township
Agricultural Society, a committee to inspect the several farms
entered with the Secretary, for the silver medal offered for 1848,
‘after a careful and impartial examination of the three farms. entered
for inspection, do hereby- declare it to be our unanimous opinion - e
that, whilst the other two farms entered are in many respects very
excellent and in some respects superior to the oune to- which we
awarded the medal, yet, taken as a whole, that of Robert M. Wilker-
son is the best. : : "

Joun \VXLLIA;\I—S,
. n _ T. B. FULLER,
Thorold, June 2oth; 1848. ~ WELLINGTON SMITH.

. . The first Cattle Show of which we have any account, held under
“the auspices of the Society, took place at Beaverdams on the 1oth of
October, 1848, when the following prizes were awarded :

»,
i
v
3

William Ash, stallion, best - - - - $5 oo .
: , _ John Thomas, stallion, znd best - - - - 300
. : Andrew Upper, team of horses, best - - 4 co
-John Gainer, team of horses, 2nd best - - 300
-’ William Moore, team of horses, 3rd best - = - 2 00 s
- : " William Hanney, carriage horses, best - - - 4 o0
John Shriner, carriage horses, 2nd best - - 3 oo
- (eorge Vanderburgh, carriage horses, 3rd best - 200
{Duncan McFarland, single horses, best - - = 3 oo
The Rev. T. B. Fuller, single horses, 2nd best - 2 co -
! John Rannie, single horses, 3rd best - - 100
. Thomas Waters, three-year-old colt, best - =~ - 2 oo
e v ~ David Campbell, three-year-old colt, znd best - ~ - 1 50
» ) William Ash, three-year-old colt, 3rd best - - 1 00
: Robert M. Wilkerson, two-year-old colt, best - 2 oo
: . Jacob Bouke, two-year-old colt, 2nd best * - - 150
i , .
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| Anthony Upper, two-year-old colt, 3rd best - I 00
3 Johathan Doan, one-year-old colt, best - - 200
) : ) Andrew Orr, one-year-old colt, 2nd best - - 1 50
Samuel Johnston, one-year-old colt, 3rd best - 1 00
David Campbell, mare and colt, best - - 3 oo
Dr. Campbell, mare and colt, 2nd best - - 2 00
~ Duncan McFarland, mare and colt, 3rd best - 1 oo
Duncan McFarland, bull over 2 years, best - - 300
Samuel Johnston, bull over 2 years,.2nd best - 2 oo
Jobn Williams, bull over 2 years, 3rdbest - - 1 oo
* Obadiah Hopkms bull from 1 to 2 years, best 2 oo
' James Smith, bull from 1 to 2 years, 2nd best - 1 oo \
Duncan McFarland, milch cow, best =~ - - 3 oo .
James Vanalstine, milch cow, 2nd best - - 200,
Thomas McCormack, miich cow, 3rd best - 1 0o
Duncan McFarland, two-year-old heifer, best . - 2 oo
- Duncan McFarland, two-year-old heifer, 2nd best 1 50
" John Williams, two-year-old heifer, 3rd best - 100
! - Aaron Upper, one-year-old heifer, best -~ . - 150 1
4 Andrew Upper; one-year old heifer, 2nd best - 100
Robert M. Wilkerson, steer, according to age, best 2 oo
. Peter Upper, steer, according to age, 2nd best - 1 50
. Andrew Upper, steer, according to age, 3rd best 1 oo
R William Vanderburgh, calf, according to age, best I 50
‘ Thowas McCormack, calf, accordmg to age, 2nd best 1 oo
John McCoppin, calf, according to age, 3rd best 50
Andrew Upper, workmg oxen, best - 3 oo
Andrew Upper, working oxen, znd best = - - 1 oo
William Ash, ram, fine wool, best -~ . - - 3 oo
William Ash ram, fine wool, znd best - - 2 00
Wellington Smith, ram, coarse wool, best = - . 3 00
William Ash, ram, coarse wool, 2nd best - - 2 00
Rev. T. B. Fuller, three ewes, best _ - - 2 oo
Wellington Smith, three ewes, 2nd best - I oo
Wellington Smith, three lambs, best - - 2 00
John Shriner, three lamnbs, 2nd best - - - - -1 00 e
Rev. T. B. Fuller, three boars, best - - 3 oo
William Moore, three boars, 2nd best - - 2 o0
Wellington Smith, three boars, 3rd best - - I 00
William Wright,s breedmg sow and pigs, best ' - 3 oo
Ephraim Hopkins, two pigs under one year old, best 2 00
) Jonathan Doan, two bushels of wheat, best " - - 1 00
o . . Robert M. \Vllkerson 101bs. of butter best - 1 00
Alexander Page, 10 1bs. of butter, 2nd best* - 60 3
William Vanderburgh, 10 lbs. of butter, 3rd best 50
Alexander Page, half-bushel of potatoes, best - 25
Wellington Smith, half-bushél of turnips, best - 235
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Alexander ‘Page, half-bushel of onions, best
John Williams, half-bushel of timothy seed,
John Morley, plough, best - - -
Wellington Smith, plough, 2nd best -
Wellington Smith, harrow, best - -
Wellington Smith, turning drill, best -
Duncan McFarland, scarifier, best - - -
Alexander Page, 10 lbs. of cheese, best
Peter Upper, 10 yards of flannel, best .~ -
Wellington Smith; fulled cloth, best -
Andrew Upper, carpeting, best - -
Andrew Upper, coverlets, best -
Alexander Page, six kinds of apples, best
John Williams, cabbage, best. - -
John Williams, flax seed, best - -
Alexander Page, corn, best - -
James Hilton, corn brooms, best -
Wellington Smith, cultivator, best -

'

The prize list of the last township fair (1897) shows a wonderful

increase in the number of entries.*

- bt e e NN

50
50
00
oo
oo
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* Seé Appendix for 1897 prize list.
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CHAPTER X

lHE WELLAND CANALS

. Their import'ance. The Hon. Wm. Hamilton Merritt. Canal Company for}ned.

First sod turned. © Mr. Merritt’s speech.  Attempt to build ansunderground
canal. Failure of the scheme.. Plan to feed the canal from the Chippawa
Creek. Impossibility owing to quicksands. Third plan successful. Canal
fed from the Grand River. Navigation opened in 1829. Widening of the

wooden locks. Government buys the stock. Second enlargement of the.

old canal.  Stone-locks built. The new canal begun in 1870., . Dimensions.
Completion. Cost. Canal tolls. Important vessels. Navigation‘ Season.

¢ Sabbath observance. Tolls and freight in 1895. - Cataract Power Canal begun
in.1897. Lo . :

~Withoutdoubt the greatest work of importance ever undertaken

~ in the township is the Welland Canal.  Apart from its value as a

plece of engineering, it has a definite local. interest, in that it has 0uven

_ toan inland disfrict all the advantages of a lake port. By its "con-

structlon ‘Thorold, Allanburgh and Port Robinson were all brouﬂ)t
“into existence, and to it all their business enterpnses are due ; for not
only d6es-it offer an easy means of transportatnon but its great water
powers have attracted. or. developed many important industries.
And thus, in the midst of one of the ﬁnest fruit districts in the

world, we have the uncommon feature “of several manufacturmg

towns and villages.

For a long time it had been’ thought possible to create a water-

way through the Niagara Peninsula, and thus to overcome the great
obstacle to continuous travel presented by the Niagara Falls; but it
was the Hon. William Hamilton Merritt of St. Cotharines who
brought forward a definite plan that resulted in the actual construc-
tion of the Welland Canal. =~ Mr. Merritt owned a mill on the
Twelve Mile Creek at St. Catharines, but in dry seasons there was

not enough water to turn the wheel, so he conceived of a scheme by -
* which the stream might be fed through an artificial channel from the
~ Welland or Chippawa River. In 1818, he and some friends went

St e
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over the progpsed route, and afterwards Mr. Merritt submitted his
plans to thé/Government. The Legislature became interested in
the project, and voted 42,6060 to have the land more correctly sur-

veyed. They decided, however, that the course suggested by Mr. -

Merritt was too near the frontier, and all this money was spent,
therefore, upon surveying a less practicable route from the Grand .
River to Burlington Bay,.a distance of fifty miles.

In 1823 Mr. Merritt, influenced by the success of the Erie
Canal in New York state, made another attempt to put his plan in
operation. A number of persons furnished funds to have the old '
route surveved by a competent engineer, named Hiram  Tibbetts. -
The Welland Canal Company was then organized, with a'stock of.
£,40,000, shares Wi)'eing 412, 10s. each. Mr. George Keefer was
elected President. The chief shareholders were: George Keefer,

‘Thomas Merritt, George Adams, William Chisholm, Joseph Smith,

Paul Shipman, John DeCou and William Hamilton. Merritt.  The
Company was incorporated by an act passed in January, 1824. On
the last day of November of the same year, the first sod was turned
near the present village of Allanburgh. About two hundred pgrsons
were present at this formal opening of the work. Mr. Merritt’s
speech on this occasion well explains the benefits that would result

N from the constructlon of the canal. . We give'his speech-in full :

Having been appomted an agent by the President and Directors
of the Welland Canal Company, to manage_the affairs for the time

" being, they have honored me with an opportunity. of addressing you

at this time, and I assure you that nothing could afford me greater
satisfaction, were I not conscious, from want of ability and from not
being in the habit of public speaking, that I shall fall far short of
doing common justice to the occasion. We are assembled: here this
day for the purpose of removing the first earth from a canal which
will, by the shortest distance, connect _the greatest extent of inland
waters in the whole world ; and it gives me peculiar pleasure to find
that the line of this canal has been located in this neighborhood, the
inhabitants of which have turned out on all occasions with a zeal
and alacrity worthy of the undertaking. Their homes have been -
open at all times, and to their personal exertions we are greatly in.
debted for its speedy commencement. You.are now, gentlemen,
about to receive the just and well-merited rewards.for your time "and
hospitality.  The first attempt that was made to level this route was.
in 1818. A meeting was held at the Beaverdams, a plan drawn out,
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and a petition sent to the Legislature, requesting ‘that they would
send an engineer to explore the route.  Its advantages were not at
that tinie fully comprehended, and our request was not attended to.

In 1818 the Legislature appropriated a sum of money to explore

the country between Lakes Erie and Ontario. Commissioners were
appointed, to whom - we applied, stating the natural .advantages of
the route, and requesting that it should be explored. They con-
sidered it too near the frontier, and .we were again disappointed.
Having failed in our applications, we were sensible that if we did
not make use of great personal exertion we could never bring the
subject properly before the public. We were fully aware of the sup-
posed magnitude of the undertaking; we were sensible that the
personal interest of the capital and talent of the district was. against
us, and that we had no co-operation to expect from them, which. the
result fully proved. - Every attempt has been made to get this

project taken up by able hands, but not one individual of extensive -

capital in the province, or in any high official station, has given it
the least assistance, except the Hon. John H. Dunn. "He came
forward at an early day, and has given us his steady and warmest
support. At the same time we were conscious that if disinterested
capitalists were aware of the natural facilities of the route, the simple

fact of uniting so great an extent of waters at so trifling an expense .

would be a suffilent inducement for them to embark in it. - We
therefore determined to depend on others no longer, but to apply
our own shoulders to the wheel, and set about it "in good ' earnest.
A subscription paper was made out at the April session, 1823, a
small sum of money raised, an engineer employed and a report of
the same laid before the public on the roth of May. An actof
incorporation was obtained at the next sitting of the Legislature in

- February, 1824. . Subscriptions were made at Quebec and this

place, in May following, to the amount of nearly $50,000. It was
our intention at that time to follow it up immediately, and to com-
mence the work at this point in June last. However,.as some
gentlemen in this district, who were: wholly misinformed respecting
the situation of the route, thought it proper to write stating the whole
scheme to 'be entirely visionary, and that it would most probably

result in a total loss to the subscribers, we were under the

necessity of: suspending. operations until surveys and reports
were obtained by different engineers, which have already been
published, and which have given perfect satisfaction. We then

sent to New. York .and ‘obtained the aid required to cover ’
-the  first - estimates, and have now put this- part of the - line

under contract, as was the original design. “We have had difficulties
and prejudices to contend \\1th but not so many as we apprehended ;

and taking everything into consideration, we+ have commenced as
soon as could be reasonably expected. . A report having been circu-
lated 'that the stockholders in Quebec refuse to pay the amount of

i
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their subscnptlons, we beg leave to read an extract of a paper
received from the Committee in Quebec, through our agents, Messrs.
Irvine, McNought & Co., addressed -to the PreSIdent George
Keefer, Esq.:

“Sir—At a general meeting of the stockholder; in the District
of Quebec, held on Monday last, the reports, letter and documents
received from®you and Mr. Merritt were submitted, and " the whole

gave great satisfaction. The general meeting, havmg every confi- *

dence in the judgment, discretion and prudent management of the

Directors in conducting the gﬂneral concerns of the Welland Canal

Company, as well as in the economical expenditure of the funds con-

fided to their discretion, have withdrawn the restrictions heretofore
“thought necessary. The directors need not entertain any doubt: of
the, due payment by the stockholders.  They mention this, not only

with a view to satisfying the public, but more especially the contract-

" ors,’as we wish them to retain every confidence.in the Directors, and

to rest assured of the’ punctual fulfilment of our engagements in
Quebec of the instalments when called for, their doubts in the

~ expediency and advantaoe of the undertaking being quite removed ;

and as already stated, in the integrity-of your management they rest
with implicit reliance,”
There still remains about $3o,ooo to be subscrlbed to fill up the

“amount of our capltal It was the wish of the Directors to have

$100,000 taken up in. the provinces, and. $50,000 elsewhere, that we
mloht have a greater interest in a work that 'so materially .concerns

We hope and trust that every farmer and inhabitant “within the
mﬂuence of this canal will make himself interested in the undertak-
ing, by subscribing for more or less shares. It will be a peculiar

satisfaction'to you, one and all, to go to your own mills and- machin- -

" ery,—everything you take to them will be putting money iff your own

pockets. ~We wish this stock: to become general, and you may be

sure if you let this opportumty pass, you will ‘have reason to regret -

it. . There is not the least doubt but it will be the most profitable

descrxptlon of stock. This is the opinion of*almost every intelligent.
man who ‘has given himself the trouble thoroughly to examine “the .

subject. J. B. Yates, Esq., has taken sfock to the value of $30,000,
and Mr. ‘Alfred Hovey, $I0,000 These gentlemen have no interest
in the country whatever ; but have taken it for no other object than
the returns they are_hereafter to receive. Gentlemen, this canal,
from its peculiar and most favorable situation, will be the means of
creating within itself, or by its own construction, a greater amount of
transportation than will pay the” interest of the capital expended,
over and above the transit it will draw from Lake Erie and the

_profits of its hydraulic situdtion. It is ‘well known to you that the

banks of the River Welland ard ‘the Grand River abound: with an

- inexhaustible - supply of pine timber, now useless, which will be

ﬂoated down to our estabhsﬁments, converted into lumber, and
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transported to. the entrance of the American canal at Tonawanda,
where it must ever find a constant and ready demand, as their bor-
ders are destitute of that article. There are likewise important quar-
ries of the purest white gypsum, or plasters, on the borders of the
Grand River, which will soon become a profitable article of com:
. merce. Staves can be conveyed thence to Lake Ontario for $2:00
or $3.00 a thousand. All the produce from the most remote town- -
ships of that river and west of it, which now goes to Burlington, will
come through this canal. The transit of these articles, and many
more too numerous to mention, will be created by its construction ;
besides thousands of barrels of -flour, which will be.drawn from the
surrounding country to its mills. By entering the mouth of the
Grand River one month earlier every spring, we shall draw all the
early transit fromn the American shore, even should they join -their
own canal again at Tonawanda. ~ This is an advantage of the great-
est importance, and one that this will- ever retain, as nature has
- placed such a barrier to the entrance at Buffalo, by the ice, that
with all their enterprise and ingenuity they will never be able to
overcome it. In case it should hereafter be found expedient, by the
construction of one lock with a four-foot lift at Fort Erie or Waterloo,
and making a tow-path on the Niagara or Chippawa Rivers, which can
be -accomplished at a small expense, vessels can be towed of any
burthen"from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. = This peninsula is wholly
destitute of a situation for rivers that can even be considered mer-
caiitile, the Falls of Niagara excepted.  This canal, baving the Ni-
agara for its feeder, at the commencement will afford the best and
most numerous situations for machinery within the same distance in
America ; wet or dry, warm or cold, we always have the same abun-
dant and steady supply of water, which will be alternately made use
of without any. detriment to transpbrtatlo*l until its termination in.
Lake Ontario. The very idea of those contemplated improvements
has a tendency to exhilarate our spirits.  Instead of remaining in
this dull, supine state, in which we have been for years past, we
shall mingle in the bustle and active scenes of business; our com-
modities will be enhanced in value, and a general tide of prosperity
will be witnessed on the whole line and surrounding country. In
short, gentlemen, we -are situated in a country favored with every.
advannge, in-soil, climate and situation ; its resources remain only
to be known to draw men of capital amongst us; and we trust, now
that improvements have commenced, it will increase, and that we
-may- witness the same. spirit of enterprise here that our neighbors,
the Americans, pessess in so eminent a degree. We have now
stated the local advantages of this canal, and the reasonable expecta-
tion we have that it will become a proﬁtahle speculation to the
shareholders.  You may think we are hazarding a bold assertion ;
but I verily believe it to be as great a national object to the Pro-
vince as the Erie Canal is to the State of New York. They have

RN
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appropnated $8,000,000 for the purpose of connecting Lake Erie -

with the Hudson River or the odean ; we shall expect the same ob-
ject for one-fiftieth partof the money, and shall reap equal if not
superior advantages by the Welland. ~ This canal is the commence-
ment of a similar undertakmg ; it is the most important link in that
chain of communication which we hdpe to see effected within three
years. We remove the only natural barrier of importance—the Falls
of Niagara.  The rapids between Prescott and Lachine command
the next consideration. . If the suh]ect is properly before the Legis-
lature of the two provmces this winter, it can' be commenced the
year following. There is nothing novel, new or intricate in the
undertaking, or the method to be pursued. Let us only follow the
plan .adopted by that celebrated and- enlightened statesman, De
Witt Clinton, and it will succeed without taxing the country one
farthing. If they can make a canal 300 miles. without taxation, I
trust we can do the same for 50 miles by following similar means.
When we contemplate the natural advantages we possess over the

‘Americans in our water communication, it is astonishing to think-of- .

the apathy and indifference that have hitherto ,;prevallcd,among us
on this subject.  If .we enquire the cause, nine-tenths of us would
blame the Government. There never wasa more erroneous idea.
We are ever inclined to move the burden from our own shoulders,
and can only blame ourselves. Nor ought we to suppose ‘that our
governors are as immediately mterested n any part or portion of the
country as the inhabitants who are living on' the spot.” If you were
asked in what branch of the Legislature should those measures ema-
nate, you would readily answer, the branch composed of «the Com-

mons ; they are sent from amongst us ; their interest is ours, and if’

we do not find exertion among them, where are we to.look for it?

‘Show me a measure that has passed that body for the improvement -

of the'country, and you will find it bas received the concurrence and
sanction of the other branches. . It is a rare occurrence that mea-

sures of great national improvement originate from the administra-’

tion of the Government.. It was not the Governor of New York
who first recommended .the Erie Canal; it was brought forward by
the people, who were the most interested. The system or plan was
matured by Mr. Clinten at an early day, and the act finally passed
in 1817, during the administration of Governor Tompkins. 'F men-
tion this circumstance more particularly, as a most unfounded idea
_is entertained, not only among ourselves, but in the United States,

B

that the cause of our neghgence and inattention to the lmprovement'

of the country originates in the government of the colony, and has a
tendency to prevent people of capital from making it their residence.
We shall soon begin to realize the benefit arising from the Aimerican
canal ; this will create a competition bet\v¢en the rival markets—

New York and Montreal or" Quebec—and be a general Henefit to

the whole country above us. . All the produce from the American
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side will be carried down the St. Lawrence, for we shall have nearly
the same advantages in transit as heretofore. It will be the means
of more closely uniting the interests of the. two Provinces, and
increasing their character and reputation abroad. The Directors
" have reason to believe that they have been fortunate in obtaining
contractors every way qualified for the undertaking ; and it is to be
- hoped in your future choice that you will select men of integrity and
perseverance, who will carry on the work as rapidly as under existing
==circumstances it has commenced, that they may command the per-
“fect confidence of the contractors, and be so fortunate as to obtain
contractors who will be entitled to the confidence of their men.
In that case, all the branches will harmonize, and there will be no
" difficulty in.completing the all- -important undertakmg That it may

have a speedy and successful termination; is the most ardent wish of

the Welland Canal Company.*

‘; A sp1de was then given to Mr. I\eefer who turired ‘the first sod,

saying: “ Gentlemen, it is with pl,easure that' ‘I remove the first
earth from the Welland Canal, and I ardently hope that the work

may continue uninterrupted until the whole is completed.”

~ Already, contractors had been engaged for the work ; and
hundreds of 1mmlg,rants chiefly from Ireland now came to find
employment as laborers. - The diggers received onlyﬂxty—three
cents a day. It is lnterestmor .to note. that the original pro;ectors of

the scheme did not in their wildest hopes look forward to so

stupendous an achle»ement as the new canal. ~ The first idea was
to connect the two lakes by means of a boat canal through the
valley of the Twelve Mile Creek to the foot of the mountain ridge,
while the incline was to be ascended by means of a railway ending at
Beaverdams ; from this point gpsecond canal was to be tunneled
through the hill that has since gen excavated, and is now known as
the Deep Cut. Boats were to enter the tunnel from the Chippawa, a
little east of the present village of Port Robinson. Two shafts were
sunk ; -and while the work went on, two flat boats to be used on this
strange route were built. .They were known by_.number, being 1
_and 2 of the Erie and Ontario Navigation Company. Howéver,
while thé workmen were digging down to the level of the tunnel,
they came upon a spring of water so' great in volume that it swept

* ¢ Bidgraphy of the Hon. W. H. Merritt, M. P.
+ Mr. Merritt’s < Review of the Welland Canal.”
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_ off one of their number. Leaving their tools at the bottom, the

-others escaped as quickly as possible, and ran to the little settle-
ment, reportmg that a stream. of water as large as a barrel had burst
out ‘upon them. At any rate, the stream or spring was important
enough to make the company abandon all thoughts of bemg able to
construct an underground canal. The hole still remains beside the
Grand Trurk Railway track, about seven-eighths of a mile north of
the Port Robinson station, while a gully near the Presbyterian

" church in_the same, village is another witness to the excavations
_ made for this route. -

The second plan was also to brmg the water from the _Chippawa
Creek ; but it was now proposed -to dig a channel through the
troublesome hill that was to have been tunneled. The work was
then all done with pxck and shovel, and soon the men found a new
difficulty in the quicksands. Slips- of so disastrous -a nature
occurred that the company gave up the plan of bringing the water

. from the Chippawa, and decided to connect the canal with the

Grand River, which is on a much higher level. They were better
able to do this now, as in February, 1827, the Legislature of Upper
Canada had taken stock to the amount of ,{ 50,000, and had also

.made a grant to the company of 13,000 acres of land in the

- township of Wainfleet, while the Government of Lower Canada had

‘invested 425,000 in _the -project.” Just when the quicksands

interfered with the work, it was estimated’ that ' the construction was
so far advanced that in tén days the waters of the Chlppavn could
have flowed through the Deep Cut.

Experienced engineers were employed to survey a route from

_Caledonia to Port Robinson. - They pronounced it - perfectly

practicable to bring  the water from the Grand River, but estimated

the cost at £25,000 more than the company then had on hand.

Nevertheless, as the canal between Lake Erie and the Chippawa

was already completed, the  Directors :determined to undertake the.
~work in a new direction. At the present town of Welland an .

aqueduct was built over the Chippawa River, while'a dam was con
structed across the Grand River at Dunnv1lle, and by means of an

artificial channél called the Feedér the pent-up waters of the latter
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Margaret, wife of Elmina, daughter of Margaret Elmina Mary Elmina, daughter
John Hoover John and Mrs. Hcover wife of T. F. Pattison of T.F.and Mrs.Pattison
. ) and granddaughter of and great-granddaughter

- Mrs. John Hoover of Mrs. John Hoover

yegr 1825. Directly opposite this house is the field where
the harness was cut off the horses while John

{ “The Locusts,” the residence of the late‘ Peteﬁ Hoover, built in the )
}
‘ Hoover was ploughing in 1812

-

Monument erected by the ?
people of the county of Oxford X
to the memory of Malcolm The Front Street of Allani)urgh
McKenzie, who fell at Ridgeway
June 2, 1866, aged 27 years
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stream were thus brouglit to the Deep Cut. The great volume of
water kept the ‘banks in their places, and it was now possible to

dredge out the bottom where the quicksands had refused -to yield to

pick and shovel. The canal was thus connected with the Chippawa

River, and in this way two outlets were given to it—one through the .
Chippawa into the Niagara River, not far from its source, and

thence into Lake Erie at Buffalo ; and the other through the Feeder
and the Grand River to the same lake; at Dunnville.” With this con-
nection it was easy to lock boats down from the level of the capal to

that of the Chlppaw1 Creek, and thus’ a .great difficulty was-
surmounted, for it would have béen impossible to dig low enough

through the quicksands to be able to feed the canal from the creek.
On the 3oth of November, 1829, the first two vessels, the Ann

and Jane of I‘oronto, and the R. H. Boug/zlon of Youngstown

(N. Y.) passed up.the canal from Port Dalhousie. All along the

way the people turned out to itness. this' great event, which was

celebrated with due honor. After some discussion on the question of

precedence, it was decided that the British vessel should lead. The :

a

canal laborers themselves took turns in towing the hoats, which were -

covered with ﬂags‘ At Port Robinson, these vessels were let in
through the guard locks to the Chippawa River, and then passed on
to Lake Erie, thus formally opemng the canal.

_ As ‘the locks and their gates were all made of wood it has
become common in these days of greater hydraulic achlevements to

refer to this modest beginning as the “ wooden canal.” Some of the

first locks were only fourteen feet wlde, but these were afterwards °

enlarged : . ,
This new line of travel which diverted .commerce from the
frontier, was by no theans approved of by the inhabitants of Niagara-

on-the-lake, then the chief town in the district. - For many years it

was the cause of great jealousy between this old port and the new
city of St. Catharines. i : :

The support of the Government in_the interests of the canal was |

obtained chiefly. by.. the efforts of the Rev. Dr. Strachan, then a
member of the Legislative Council, and of Chief Justice McLean, at

- that time Speaker of the House of Assembl)
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.Already half a million pounds-had been spent on the 'WOrk,‘:iI‘ld
much more ,money was needed for 1mprovements 5 s0; in 1842 the

Government bought out all the share-holders and assumed’ entire’
eontrol of the canal:  The channel was at once enlarged, and a new °

waterway was dug from Welland ]_unctifm to Port Colborne on Lake
Erie. This formed the first direct connection between the two
inland seas. The long -level between Alanburgh and Port
Colhorne was still fed from the Grand River,” and therefore vessels

"had to be locked down into Lake Erie as well as into Lake Ontano

In 1843, stone locks 150 ft. ]ong ‘by 26 ft. 6 in. wide replaced the
old wooden ones. Lock numbex: 1 at-Port Dalhousie, lock 2 at St.
Catharines, and one at Allanburgh were 200 feet long and 45 feet
wide. At each of these, vessels could be lowered eight and a
half feet 'to the next level, and -thus the descent from the Grand
River level was easily made. A waste-weir for each lock served
as a - regulator for the water. . The aqueduct at Welland was
rebuilt_of stone,its lemgth being 316 feet and its width 45 feet,

while a depth of 10 feet 8 inches allowed it to serve for either the

Grand River or the: Lake Erie level. The length from™ Port
Colborne to Port Dalhousie was twenty-seven and one-fifth miles,
and this constituted the old Welland Canal.

In 1870 the Government began the construction of what is

called the new canal. " From Port Dalhousie to Allanburgh, a dis- ‘
- tance of ten miles, an-entirely new waterway was made, running east

of St. Catharmes "and Thorold, its greatest distance from the old one
at any point being a mile and a-half. At AlhnburUh it ]omed the
old canal, and from that place to Port Colborne the channel was
enlarged. 'lbe ‘total. length is now twenty-six and three-quarter
miles. The summit has been reduced from the Grand-~ River to the
level of Lake Erie, and- from Port Colborne to Allanburgh there is
no descent. From the latter point to Lake Ontario there is a fall

- of 326% feet, which is overcome by twenty-five stone locks 270 feet
long by 45 feet wide. The canal #s 100 feet wide at the bottom,
and has a depth of 14 feet. The depth was at first 12 feet, but the -
banks were: raised 2 feet. The aqueduct over thé Welland river,

is considered one of the ﬁnest pleces of masonry on the continent.
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At Thorold. the canal is crossed by the Niagara Central - Railway
bridge, and a little south of the town the Welland branch of the
Grand Trunk Railway has another bridge- over it. The Great
Western branch passes under the canal ; its tunnel is 713 feet long,
including the approachés, as it describes a curve of nearly one and
a half feet radius. The width,is 16 feet, while the height of the
centre of the arch from the ground is 18 feet. At a short distance
north of this tunnel there is another culvert, through which a road
passes In 1884 the whole work was completed the entire cost‘f_
‘having been $13,000,000.

The locks and bridges are all lighted by gas.

Since the completion of the canal the towns along its banks,
* with the exception of Merritton, have all shown a decrease in
population and in business energy. The water power on the new.
canal has never yet been rented although many applications have
been made for it. S

Until July sst, 1895, there was a collector of canal tolls at Port
Roblnson, but now the tolls are paid at the terminal ports. Most
of the sailing vessels are towed through the canal by tugs belonging
to the towing union, which pay an annual toll of $30.0a. Sailing
vessels pay two and a quarter cents a ton.  The toll for a' raft of
- 'saw logs is eight cents on the standard log (250 feet).

Some of the largest boats that pass through from lake to ‘lake are
. the Frost, Rosemount, St. Laworence and the whalebacks—/oseph L.

Colby and. Charles Wetmore,—each of which completely fills a lock.
The C. P. R. ironclads were obllgcd to go through in- “sections.
Perhaps the most interesting vessels that have ever been brought up

the canal were the Spanish caravels, the Aina, the. Pinfa and the - '

Santa Maria, which passéd through on thelr way to Chicago for
_the World’s Fair, while the' New Bedford whaling vessel bound ‘for
the same port also‘att'racted‘a great deal of attention. Of the
private ‘yachts lndny are admired for their handsome equipment, but
. the most important one, because of assqciation, was the Zvangeline,
the -1ni§sionar§r boat sent out from England by the Prince of Wales
-for the use of Bishop Sullivan in Algoma diocese, and manned
entircly by ©jibbeway Indians. In- 1866 the British navy was
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represented in the Welland ‘canal by Her Majesty’s Ships, Heron,

shores of the upper lakes from the Fenians. In 1895 an American

vessel bound for Cuba passed down the canal, and it was only when" '

she was safely out of Canadian waters that her ultignafe destination
was known ; she had been fitted out at a United States port for
filibustering service on the.coast of Cuba. In December, 1897, the
United States man-pf-war, Yantic, was allowed to go through, as-she

earried no guns and her government had promlsed that. she should

. be used merely as a training sh1p at Detroit.

~

The regular navigation season on the canal usually extends from
the middle. of April until the middle of November A few lock-
tenders are; however, kept on duty for a‘longer period, in ordaer that *
vessels may go through as' long as the canal is free of - ice, and very
often the boats are able te run until Christmas.

- Until 1845 vessels were locked through on Sundays, but in that

until 1876.  Those chiéﬂy mstrumental in bringing this about were

" Cherub and Britomart, which passed throﬁgh in order to protect the . .

year a lawsmt was brought against the Government, with the result '
‘that the Sabbath Observance law was strictly enforced on the canal

v

John Ker, William James, William Beatty and the Rev. T. B. Fuller.

From 1876 until 1897 -the canal has been closed on ' Sundays onl)/
between the hours of 6 2. m. and 8 p- m. Now, in accordance with
the new Sabbath Observance law, the locks are closed for t\\enty-four

hours. : - .

In 18¢5 the total' number of vessels passing '-Jthrough the ca‘na!."‘ e

was 2222, while the amount of freight transported was 86g,595 tons.

The tolls collected amounted to $138,713.64.

In 1895 469,779 tons of freight were carried through the canal
from one United States port to another. :

. A full descnptlon of the vessefs and thelr cargoes is given in the
~ Appendix. :

On the 2oth of October 1897, the first sod was turned”on the

" Cataract Power Canal, a new wateryay which is to be fed from the

old -‘Welland canal at Allanburgh. - The channel is to be used

- merely to convey the water from Lake Erie level to a point in the
Nlagara, escarpmem a short distance east of DeCew Falls. Here.

N
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the vwatef will be’ dropped th'rou_gh"‘immense steel tubes to a reservoir

“on the plain below, where the water power thus generated will be
converted into electricity. - The channel will be about 40 feet wide,

and will hav_e'aniaverage depth of 7 feet. -Ité',total length will be

four and one-third miles.” . The volume of water will have a fall of
_about 240 feet at the northern terminus of the canal, and thus about

6,000 horse power will be developed by the descent. This power
will be transmitted to various points by means of electricity, but it is -

: expected that most of it will be used at Hamiltori.

‘Below the fall, the Twelve—mxle Creek will be utilized as a tail-
race to convey the “aters of the canal to Lake Ontario. .
The canal company is composed chiefly of Hamllton men, the .
President being the Hon. J M. Gibson, Minister of Crown ‘Lands

for Ontario.

It is estimated that this power canal will cost about $450,ooo,
and much of this mouey will be spent w1thm Thorold townshlp

o o

‘ay
v
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‘CHAPTER XI

Mvunicipar HISTORY

Parish and town officers.  Lieutenants of counties. Township Act of 1835.
Office of Town Warden restored in 1838. The first entry in Thorold
Township Book. Return of roads laid out in 1796. Later roads in the
Township. Municipal Act of 1841. Thorold members of the old Niagara
District Council. List of Wardens of Welland County chosen from Thorold
Township. Important by-law affecting the Township. By-laws passed by
the Thorold Town and Village -Councils. = - :

“The system of local Government in Ontario may be looked

upon as nearly perfect, and certainly the best in the whole world.”
—Sir Charles Dilke, “Problems of Great Britain,” p. 66.

In 1793 an act was passed by the Parliament of Upper Canada
“to provide for the.nomination and appointment of parish and town
officers.” As the town meeting was regarded with distrust as the
seed-bed of revolution, the authors of this act sought to limit its
authority to local matters of petty importance, and therefore defined

-the duties of all elective officers. The officers named were “a clerk,

two assessors, a collector, not less than two nor more than six over-
seers of highways, one or.more pound-keepers and two town:ward-

ens.” The duties of the clerk were defined as being “to make a true

"and complete list™of _every male and female inhabitant within the

limits of his. parlsh town or township, and to return the same to the
justices of the peace, so tha%g;y produce the said list at the
general quarter sessions in the month of April to be holden,” and “t

enter and record al! such matters as shall relate to such parish, town
or township, and shall appertain to his office, which records’ shall be
faithfully and carefully kept and‘pres)er‘ved by such clerk, and by him
delivered to his. successor duly nominated and appointed.” The
assessors were to ““assess all such rates and taxes as shall be
imposed by any act or acts of the legislature. of this province, and be
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payab’le by the inhabitants thereof.” ~The collectow-as to “demand
- and receive from the inhabitant householders suchtates - and ‘taxes
as may be due and ‘payable from the inhabitants in respect of the
matters aforesaid.” The duties:of overseers of the highways were
described as being “to oversee and perform such things \;}as shall be
directed by any act to be passed touching or concerning the high-
ways and roads in this province, which said o.vers'eers shall also serve
-the office of fence-viewers.” The town or church-wardens were “as

a corporation, to represent the whole inhabitants of the township or

parish, and as such may have a property in goods or chattels of, or
belonging to, the said -parish, and” shall and may Sug:, prosecute, or
defend in all presentments, indictments, or actions, for or on the
behalf of the mhabltantq of the said pqnsh ?  They acted as. over-
seers of the poor and as guardlans of orphan chlldren, whom they
were empowered by a subsequent act to bind out as apprentices. . It
" was further enacted that * as soon as there shall”be any church built
for the pérformance of divine service according to the use of the
Church of England, with a parson or minister duly appointed
thereto, then 'the said inbabitant householders shall choose and
nominate one person, and the said parson or minister shall nominate
one other person, which persons shall jointly serve the office of
church-warden.? : - - .

The terms parish and township, it will be observed, are used to
deSignate the same local division, and the office of church warden
appears to have been purely temporal in its functions.

. This act continued in force with slight alterations for almost half

a century.

Municipal organizations were mtmmtely connected with that of
the militia. The inhabitants of each township were enrolled in one
or more companies, and ofﬁcers appomted to command them. This
measure was conducted, nowever, on very different lines from that
already described.  *1In order to promote an aristocracy most neces-

sary in this country,” wrote Lieut.-Governor Simcoe (4th November,

1792) “I have appointed lieutenants to the most populous counties,
which I mean to extend from time to time, and. bhave given them
.recommendatory powers for the militia and mamsth), as is usual in
England.”

s
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"In 1835 a new Township "Act was passed authorizing the j
inhabitants of each” township to elect three commissioners, to whom - d

were transferred many of the duties hitherto performed by the
justices  ine quarte; sesstons respecting the maintenance of the
highways. The office of town wardens was then aholished, and only
one assessor was to be elected in future. - In 1838 the situation of -
municipal affairs was described by Charles Buller in these terms:
“In Upper Canada there appears to exist a systematic, compre- .
hensive and popular organization of the townships. The people .-
of these districts_are entrusted with the freest election of municipal
officers ; but the officers thus chosen seem to be entrusted with
hardly any of the:powers which are’ necessary for a really efficient
municipal gov‘emm'ent. The inhabitants of "these townships appear
to have a very popular choice of nearly useless. functionaries, and a - _
very perfect municipal machinery exists without being rendered - gl s
available for the most important mummpal purposes.” :
In. 1838 the acts respecting the electlon of townshxp officers were . o

’agam amended.. The office of commissioner was abolished and that

of town warden restored. Some of the duties of commissioners in
respect to the roads and bridges devolved upon the wardens, the num-

" ber of whom ‘was increased to three. They became guardians of the

poor and of orphan -children, and were required to report to the.
magistrates of the district any dangerous lunatic who might be found .

“atlarge. They were requested .to audit the accounts of the clerk, .
. who was made the treasurer of all fines, commutation money in lieu

of militia service, and all sums arising from the assessment of wild

lands. As before, the wardens were created a corporate body to

represent the whole of the inhabitants of the township. .
The first entry in the Thorold Township book wa$ made in 1799,

several years before. The following extracts' refer to the first roads :
‘made in the township :

- Return of roads and highways laid out by us, Isaac Swayze and
Thomas-Welsh, Esquires, two of His Majesty’s ]ustlceé of the Peace
for the’ Home: Dlstrlct and Province of Upper Canada, as follows,
that is to say : -Beginning for a road laid out across the Township
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of Thorold, in the wcnmt; of the river Welland, formerly called ‘ the
Chippawa, at or very near to a maple tree marked on four sides,
standing on or very near to the easternmost side line of the Townsfip
of Thorold, and on the easternmost side of the lands (gran.ted‘f by -

‘the Crown to Peter Misener, and thence extending through the said

Peter Misener’s field on the highest and best ground fer that pur-
pose as near as circumstances will admit to the. house and barn of
said Peter Misener, soas to meet the old road or path on the east

. side of the bridge, thence extending westerly along the said road or. :

path to or near the back or north side of Leonard Misener's barn,
thence extending across Leonard Misener’s fields westerly on a ridge
of high ground- to wood lands of* said ILeonard Misener, still
extending westerly on the highest and best ground for the purpose .
of cre$sing- Williams’ creek, a little below the bridge, thence still

-extending westerly on the hwhest and best ground to a marked black

oak sapfing standing, near the north west corner of Camp’s field,

thence still extending westerly on the highest and best land* for that
purpose to a ‘small marked beech and an ironwood - standing on 'the
north side of Jonathan.Silverthorn’s branch, thence still ex,tending
westerly on the highest and best land for that purpose to a marked
beech tree standing near .the north’ west side of ‘a field called

. Témpleton’s field, thence extending westerly on_the highest and best

ground:for that purpose through Thomas Welsh’s plantation to the
creek by and to the southward of James Burger’s house, thence still -
extending westerly through James Burger’s plantation and to the
westernmost side of the Township of Thorold.

Given under our hands and seals this ninth day of November, in
the vear of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and ninety-six.

THos. WELsH, ]. P..
Isaac Swavze, J. P.

True copy, GARRET VANDERRURGH, T. C.

Recorded by me, Obadiah -Hopkins_,I by a return to me by

Isaac Swayze, Thos. Welsh, J. P. 1
-Upper Canada, Home District, to wit : |

Return of a road or highway by us, Thomas Welsh and Isaac
%wayze, Esquires, two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the

- district aforesaid, beginning where a road formerly opened aifd at

present used by the consent of the inhabitants, leading from David
Secord’s grist-mill in Pelham and extendipg thence on said road or

‘as near thereto as- the ground will admit, through the plantation of

Abraham Overholt, of Henry Damude, of Adam Dennis, Jonathan
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: Hagar, Israél Swayze, and to the townslnp line between the -
, Townshlp of Thorold and Newark, near Philip Midler’s.

- ‘Given under our hands and seals this tenth day of November

' 1796 : Isaac Swavzg, J. P

THoMAs WELSH, J. P.
True copy GARRET VANDERBURGH T. -C

Return to me, Obadiah Hopkins, Town Clerk for the Townshlp
of ‘Thorold, of a road laid out by Isaac Swayze J. P. and Thomas

Welsh, J. P. which I have put on -re€ord according to the return
made byI S T. W., Esqr’s. :

Home D]StrlCt Upper Canada.
Return of a road laid out by us, Isaac Swayze, Thomas We]sh

‘Esquires, two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, for the district -
; aforesaldl

beginning at Thomas Welsh’s, Esq’r. landing on the north
side of ‘the river Welland, in the Township-of Thorold, and extend-
ing thence in a direct line, as near as the ground will admit for that
purpose, toward the southwest angle of the said Townshlp of
Thorold.:

.Given under our hands and seals this the tenth day of

November, 1796. . IsAAC SWAVZE, J. P
THomas WEeLsH, J. P. * -
True copy. - : GARRET VANDLRBURGH T. C.

By an order from Davnd Secord and ]ohn MLI\erlme Esqr’s, to

“me directed, this tenth day of February, in the year of our Lord

1803, to'record a road or highway through the Township of Thorold,
beginning at the east side of the said township, on the concession
line between the third and fourth concession on a due course until’
it intersects a road or highway leading to Darling’s Mill, to be
described as follows: Between  Jacob. Upper’s on the north,

Benajah Williams’ on the south, ‘and through George Coukes,
between R. Wilkerson on the north and James Nevills’ on the
south, between Paul Crips, Anthony Upper, Thaddeus Davis, Hall
Davis on*the north, and William ‘Lee, John Vanderburgh, Hiram
Vanderburgh, Herman Van Alstine on the south, thence between
the glebe on the north and Ezekiel Younglove, thence George
Miller, Georgé-Keefer, and Adam Dennis on the north, and on the
south Stephen Seburn, George Hoover, Aaron Dennis, until it inter-

* sects the road leadmg to John Darlmgs grist mill.

Recorded by me, .
. Joun HiLt, T.C.
True copy. GARRET VWDFRBURGH,. T. C.
By an order from David Secord and John Reéily, Esqr’s, to me
directed this 27th day of October, 1802, to record a road laid out
from a corner of W. H. Lee in the township of (Thorold) running
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due north of a line between Isaac Ostrander and Peter Ostrander,
and between Robert Wilkerson’s and John Kelly’s lot to Elisha

'Edwards blacksmith shop, thence east along the road ileading to
- the falls to a line between Robert Wilkerson’s and George Couke’s,

due north to the corner of George Miller's fields, thence northeast’

" across by his consent to a road leading from the Beaver Dam, by

Philip Metler’s to Queenston.
Done the 8th day of April by’ the oath of twelve freeholders,
accordmg to law.
Given under our hands this 17th day of October 1802.
~Davip SECORD, J. P!
- JonN REILy,. ]J. P.
- Jon~ Hirt, T. C.
. True copy. S GARRET VANDERBURGH, T. C.

- We, the Honourable Robert Hamilton, Thomas chkson Esqrs
two Commlssmners for the District of Niagara, do certify: On-
Monday, the 27thday of April, 1801, a jury of freeholders in the
Township -of Thorold® declared. the concession line unfit for a
highway, therefore we declare the road at that time leading from -
Upper’s by the Beaver Damis, by Decow’s mill, to John Brown s, to
be a road according to law.

Witness our hands and seals at Queenston this 23rd day of -
March, 1805 ) » Rorert Hamirtoy, J. P.

THOMAS DICKSON _[. p.
To the Town Clerk of Thorold :

Recorded by me, John Hill, this tenth d'ly of June, 1805, Town
Clerk for the Township of Fhorold

\ To John Hlll Clerk of the Township of
J Thorold : -
Whereas, for the accommodation of travellers, it is necessary to
open and work the road on the concession line leaving Chippawa
Creek between the house of Elijah Shotwell and that of John Smith;
then extending west until it shall intersect the township line, thence
on the said townshlp line south to Chippawa Creek. and the same to
be worked in future by the inhabitants of the Townships of Thorold
and Pelham. This order you will  enter in the town book in your

. care,'and make the sa:ne public, that the constable presiding at the

next town meeting, to be holden on the first Monday of March next,
put in nomination the pﬂthmasters necessary to carry it into
execution.
Given -under our hands and seals at \Vllloughbv this fifteenth
day of February, 1806.
SAMUEL STREET, J. P
AMmos CHapMan, J. P.
- Recorded by me, Febrmr) 16th, 1806, John H]ll Clerk for. the
Tow l'l‘;hl]) of T horold. :

"t‘

’ ’ J\,h‘ v




~

124 oL Hlsrdkv OF THOROLD

' In 1841 a very xmportant mumcnpat“zxct was passed est'lbll‘;hmgk
in Upper Canada District Councils with authority to” make by-laws

in regard to roads and streets, bridges, public buildings, for the

‘establishment and support of schools, and for defraying the expenses -
-of the administration of justice. The District of Niagara as then
constituted . consisted . of the twenty-two townships subsejuently

composing the counties of Lincoln, Welland and Haldimand.
Thorold was allowed to elect two members for the District Councﬂ
and was represented for seven years by the following persons :

" Robert Hobson and Duncan McFarland, .« 1842-4
George Keefer and Duncan-McFarland, - ™ wsx845 7,
- Wm. B. Hendershot and' Duncan, McFarland, " 1848
Wm. B. Hendershot and Dilly Coleman - - 1849 :

, I‘he Countles of Lincoln and Welland were not separated until
1856, but a Provisional Council. for the County. of Welland was
organized in 1850. The warden was chosen from Thorold Town-
ship in the following years : .

1862. Warden, Robert Coulter, Reewe of 'lhorold Tow nshlp
. 1863. . .
1'864. . « [ i . D
1868. ¢ 'David Killins, ' o«
. 1883. ¢ Alexander Fraser, Reeve of Thorold Town.
1884. . “  Wm. McCleary, Deputy-reeve of Thorold Town.
1893. .“  C. B-Bennet, Reeve of Thorold Township.

The most important by-law affecting the township dpﬁears in the -

records as follows :

A meeting of the freeholders and vhouset.lold‘ersv of the Township

- of Thorold was held at the town hall, Allanburgh, the 1oth "day of

March, 1855, to consider the propriety of building a’ macadamized

road ‘from Thorold Village to the limits of the township at Port

Robinson and to obtain the sanction and- support of the various

: towns and villages to carry the same to Port Colhorne.

e Ata meeting of the qualified municipal electors of ‘the Township
of Thordld, held at ‘the town hall, Allanburgh, the 29gth.day of -

Sepfémber, 1855, in pursuance of public notice, to take into”consider-
ation the prqpriety of passing the by-law for ralsmg A ’5,000, by way

of loan for the stock taken in the Port Robinson and- Thorold :

‘3.,

-
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' . macadamized road. A poll was taken, and the majotity in févor of

the by-law was 17. T : :
. The most important” by-laws passed’ by the Thorold town .and
village councils have been as follows : :

. iBy-law passed on November 8th, 1852, to loan the St

Catharines, Thorold and Suspension Bridge Road Company the sum
of $8,000. . : D
“A by-law to authorize the St. Catharines and Welland Canal Gas
‘Company to lay down pipes, etc., in the Village of Thorold, was
passed March 26th, 1855. - - o
Passed, May 11th, 1855, a bylaw to donmate £1oo to the
-v-t ‘.?‘ N ] A o 3 ' )
- A bylaw establishing a market in the Village of Thorold was
passed December 13th, 1856. - ' . ‘ » '
. February 18th, 1873—By-law for $6,000 for the building of a
High School. ‘ o ' ’
May 4th, 1874—By-law passed to impound animals running at
large. : v o

An act to -incorporate the Town of Thorold assented to 21st

December, 1874. o
Voted on June 29th, 1877, and carried—By-law to raise $8,000
to purchase a steam fire-engine; by-law finally passed, July 3rd, 1877.
. By-law establishing fire limits passed April 15th, 1878.
" By-law regulating the market fees, on May 8th, 1882

A by-law to authorize the corporation of the Town of TB'ofold to

aid the St. Catharines and Niagara Central Railway by guaranteeing
the payment of interest only on $20,000 of debentures for twenty
years, was passed January 12th, 188s5. i ~

A bylaw .to raise by way of loan $3,000, for the -purpose of
purchasing a plot of ground for a cemetery, was passed January
18th, 1886. C o

" A bylaw to raise by way of loan $8,000, for erecting and .
- operating an electric light plant, passed July 29th, 1887.

A by-law for the. issue of $6,000 debentures, for consolidating the

~ indebtedness of the town, was passed August 1gth, 1889.

A bylaw to authorize the issue of $7,000 debentures to
consolidate the outstanding indebtedness and to meet current

expenses, was passed May 31st, 18go.

Sy . A . -

B




CHAPTER XII

é : : ' : CHURCHES o
& ) _ Presbyterian church at Port - Robinson. .. Methodist .churches at Beaverdams,

Thorold, Allanburgh and Port Robinson. Impertant ministers. Church of
England at Thorold and ‘Port Robinson. Clergy Reserves. Presbyterianism
at’Beaverdams and Thorold. -Roman Catholic churches at Thorold and Port
Robinson. Church of England at Fonthill. United Brethren. Baptist
church at Thorold. = Christian Scientist. :

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PORT RopinsoN. The oldest congre-
gatidh in the township, holding regular services, and .under the
. . definite care of a pastor, is the Presbyterian church at Port Robinson.

‘ i Unfortunately, however, - the official rtecords of this body were
destroyed by fire som/‘e'/ years ago, and it is impossible now to-
procure all the- necesgary details for a consecutive history of the
congregation.  The loss is a particularly serious one, as Port>
* Robinson was - for many yedrs connected with Stamford, which is

. supposed to have been the first Presbyterian congregatlon in .
Ontario. .~ .7 :

ot g e
.

Several documents ‘mention 1824 as the date of the bu1ldmv of
the brick church which still stands at Port Robinson; although the
deed of the land bears the date 1826.

From an article in the Canada Presbyterian of March 29th, 1878,

.2+ we obtain this interesting information regarding early Presbyterian
services held in the townships of Stamford and Thorold : ' .

. *“We find that'long before ministers could be had to preach thc
; word, congregations were gathered, and comfortable log churches
iz . marked the centres of Presbyterian influence. If the hardy pioneers
1 2 ' could not enjoy all the ‘ordinances,’ they could set up. tabernacles
b in the wilderness, and, .come together on each returning Sabbath for’
. prayer and praise. T he congregation at Stamford thus originating, .
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dates the first gathermg together for religious worshlp back to 1783,
from about which time, for many years, it was necessarily a kind of
- Independent Presbyterian Society. ~The first Presbyterian preaching

of which record has been preserved was in 1794. In October of - -

~.that year the Rev. John Dunn, a licentiate of the Presbytery of
Glasgow, came over from Albany, N. Y., where he had been officiat-
ing for some time to a Presbyterian congregation. = He labored fpf
two years in Stamford and Niagara, and then abruptly left the
mini'stry for more congenial pursuits. There is no evidence of the
congregation’s being supplied with .preaching after Mr. Dunn, left

untii - 1801, when the Rev. D._W. Eastman, a :licentiate of the?

Presbytery of Morristown, New ]erse), came with his family; and for

a year or more resided at Stamford. He began- at once to preach~ -
for the Stamford people on stated Sabbaths, and continued to: do soh"
until the second Americdn war, sometime in 1814, compelled a dis--

continuance., In 1804 the Rev. John Burns, a Scotch Secession
minister, amved and also resided for a time at Stamford. He
_preached at Stamford, at Niagara, and at the ‘German meetmg

house’ near Thorold, alternating at Stamford with Mr. Eastman until -

the war, and even then the clash of arms did not drive either of these
- faithful ministers entirely away. As opportunity afforded, they
ministered to the suffering and the afflicted, and preached the gospel
* wherever they could be heard. % % #* +« * Neither Mr. East-
man nor.Mr. Burns plached regularly at Stamford after the war,
and it is not known how the church was supplied for several years.
“In May, 1822, the Associate Synod, meeting in the State of
New York; appointed Messrs. Beveridge, Hanna and ‘Alexander

Bulliops to itinerate in Canada three months each or thereabout, the
expenses incurred by said mission to be defrayed by the Synod. '

The occasion of this action was a letter received by Dr. Bullions
from a Mr. Orr living in Thorold township, not far from Stamford,
requesting the doctor * or some other of the brethren to take Upper.

Canada on their way to the Synod of Pittsburgh’ and suggesting -

that ¢ he wished the services of some brother to preach and adminis-
ter the ordinance of baptism in his family.” The letter created an
impression of greater destitution than really existed, and when, a few

A

=
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~weeks after their appointment, -Messrs. Beveridge and Hanna

arrived, they were surprised to find a small congregation worship-
- 'ping in a comfortable church building and enjoying the services of a

*hired preacher’ named Wright, who had heen with them for severak
years. k k ok * : : - -

“ Dr. Bullions came afterwards to Canadn and in the latter part
of 1822, or early in 1823, the. Stamford congregat:on was formally.
connected by him.with: the ‘Asso_cxate Synod ‘of North America”
and placed under the care of the Associate Presbytery at Albany."
In 1824 the Rev. David Goodwillie (father of the Rev. D). H. Good-
willie, a subsequent pastor), preached for a time at Stamford by
' appointment of Synod. * * * . In 1825 the Rev. John Russell
{afterwards Dr. Russell) was sent by the Presby‘tery as an ordained
missionary to supply at Stamford, and in November of that year he
was regularly inducted as the first settled pastor of the congregation.
Dr. Russell ministered also to a church at Port Robinson which had
been organized by Dr. Bullions ‘and associated with Stamford,
holding the pastorate of the two congregations acceptably until he
_ was stricken down by death on the third day of May, 1854,'in the
fifty-eighth year of his age and the twenty-eighth of his rhinistry. :
_ He possessed intellectual abilities of a high order, preaching with -a
rare unction, and especially excelling in the gift of prayer. He was
known and beloved through all the surrounding country. He was -
for many years the only minister of the Associate church in Canada
and. was chiefly instrumental in 1836 in the formation of the
Associate Presbytery of Stamford as an offshoot from the Presbytery,
of Albany.” S

The Rev. D. H. Goodwillie, a licentiate of the Associate Presby-
tery of Shenango, was installed as Dr. Russell’s successor in Septem-
ber, 1855, holding the charge of Stamford until 1861. It would
appear, however, from ‘the few records that can be gathered, that -
during the six years intervening bet\\een these dates Port Rol)mson
was ministered to by Mr. McAllister, and not by Mr. Goodwillie.

Our former authority gives this history of the two congrevanons
" from 1862 until 1873 ; ‘ ' .

“ In 1862 the congreganons of Stamford and Port Robmson,

\
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which had been separate since the death of Dr. Russell, were again
united ; and in January, 1863, the Rev. James Magill was inducted
pastor of both. He was a native of Scotland, but was by education
and citizenship an American. His mmn%trv covered a period of
‘nearly eleven years,. closing by his resngnatlon September gth, 1873.
At this date-the Stamford congregatlon was much divided, and
depleted in mumbers; and the congregation at Port . Robinson,
becommg discouraged, withdrew from the U. P, Presbytery of Stam-
ford and ]omedfthe Presbytery of Hamilton, of the Canada Presby-
terian Church, Carrying with them the church property, and perma-
nently severing the union between the two congregations.”

The next- pastor was the -Rev. William Hancock, whose (,harge
“included not - ‘only Port Robinson, but also Crowland, Welland,
Pelham and Port Colborne. Port Robinson was committed to his
- care some time in 1874, but the exact_date is not given in the
Assembly records However, it is" probable that Mf. Hancock was -
e fatto mlmster of the congregatlon from the time of its separati
" from Stamford in September, 1873. - During' hi _pastorate he
travelled: throughout the pemnsula/dmng ‘what was really mission
work. He resigned-thé charge in  December, / '1879, and was
succeeded” by the Rev. C. D. N{cDonald B. A',/B D., who was
‘minister also of the Thorold Presbyterian church. He was known
as’a falthful worker and a man of accurate scholarship. ° \
" On the 13th of October, 1887, Port Robinson was=unitéd *with
,Merrltton, and was served by the Rev. Wliham ’\'Iowat from that
date until January, 1892.. - : . :

In October of the latter year the Rev. James Bryant took charge
of the two congregations. His pastorate was closed by his
resignation in ‘August, 1895. ‘ s o '

‘On thé 24th. of April, 1896, the Rev. J. Lindsay Robertson,
B.A, an Edmburgh graduate, was inducted as minister of Merritton
and- Port Robinson. His connection with the latter congregation
- was severed on the 24th of October, 1897, when . Port Robinson was
again united with Pelham and Louth. ‘ .
Since that date the Rev. W. Coulthard has been the pastor.
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MerHoDIST CHURCH, THOROLD. - In the year 1832 it was
decided that a'convenient place for the church that the. followers
~of John Wesley contemplated building was in the rapidly

growing village of "Thorold; and the records consequently contain
this important jtem: “In the year 1832, a Religious Congregatlon‘

or Society of Methodlsts had occasion to buy a parcel of land situate
in the Township of Thorold, County of Lincoln-in- the Niagara Dis-
trict in the Province of Upper Canada for the site of a church and
- burial ground and'appointed trustees by the name of the Trusteeé of

" the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Township of Thorold. "The

following trustees: James Brown, Hiram Swayze, William McClel-
land and ]ames Rattray of the Tow nship of Thorold, and John Ker

and Lyman Pearson of the Township of Grantham and Frederick-

‘Hutt of the Township of Stamford, all of the County of Lincoln, for
and in consideration of the sum of five shillings received from

George Keefer, ‘Esquire, one acre of land .on the west side of Pme"«

. street, whereon the Methodist stone church is now erected.” _
A frame chapel was first built and used as a place of worship

until it was found 'necqssary to enlarge it. On the 29th of April,

1845, it was resolved that a pew chapel be built of stone, 38x 54

feet, with a basement, and a tower in front for the purpose of receiv-

ing a bell on some future occasion. The Rev'ds Harper and Poi-
lard, and a committee composed of William Beatty, John Vander-

burgh, John Kerr and ]acob "Keefer . proceeded ‘to examine the -

ground w1th a_view to the location of the chapel, and decided to
erect the new bu1ldmg in the rear of the old one and nearly central
in the lot, while it was also .arranged that the old chapel should be
left: standing until the new church was erected..  On Sunday, Janu-
ary 21st, 1849, the church was dedicated, and the morning and
evening sermons were preached by the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, D.D.,

founder of the Ontario edueatlonal system.  Dr. Ryerson had been
the first Methodist minister stationed at Thorold, and his heart was

always warm towards this congregation.  Even' amidst the many -
" - duties of his office. of supermtendent of education for Lpper Canada, " -

he always found time to. come here to pre'lch the annnersar) ser-
mons. : , o . v

’
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liberality was shown by the v11lage people, Roman Catholics, as well
as all denominations of Protestants, contrlbutmg largely towards the
building fund. Among those who gave substantial aid. in this way

who contributed £10; John Ker of Grantham gave £75: Jacob

Keefer, Thorold, £75; George Keefer, sen., £25; John Vander-
“burgh, Grantham, £50; William  Beatty, Thorold, £25; William
James, Thorold, £z5.

In April, 1853, the trustees of the denomination now known. as
the Wesleyan Methodist church bought from Henry Mlttlel)_erger
two-fifths of an acre of land on the corner of Pine and Metcalf streets
on which to build a parsonage, the erection of which’ began in- the
followmg year. -

‘In 1855 a melodeon ‘was bought for the use of the church.

- In the year 1851 the Presbyterian congregation applied for the-
use of the church. This being granfed ‘theéy first held services in it
‘on alternate Sunday afternoons, and aftcm ards once every \\eek “for
the period of one. year. :

&

bmldlng - o ' z
An interesting item on themmute books »1s»’that relatmg to the

consumed once- a “month; but-in that year lamps were introduced, oil
=~ at that nmeﬁén' gokten shllhngs a gallon Incandescent electncv
-~ =" Tlightsrare now used in the building. ' #

In 1851 a bell weighing four hundred and ﬁfteen pounds was

placed in the tower of the church. : -
‘building was exﬁarged and refitted. Five )ears ago it was recarpeted

cntirely renovated and ﬁeated throughout by steam. -~ i
From 1832 until 1854 Thorold was 1ncluded in the St. Catharines

VAR ‘I

S
i

-Wheén the new church was in course of ecrection, the greatest

was Lord Metcalf, at that time Governor of the province of Canada,

-~ InT1859 two furnaces “ere placed in the basement. ¢ for the
. convénience and: comfornof the congrerratlon and the safety of the v

Iughtmg of the church Until 1847 elght pounds “of. candles were

In 1859 lhe gallery was enlarged whlle in 1882 the- \\holév

and a handsome pipe. organ was put in. : N
L
In 1888 the j parsonage was enlarged and two yearq ago it \\ask‘ v

s ) X c T . f'
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c1rcu1t and during that time the followmg ministers were in charge

18 32. Egerton Ryerson and ]oseph Messmore
1833. James Evans and John Baxter.

1834. Edwy M. Ryerson and John Armstrong.
1835. ‘Thomas Beritt-and Edwy M. Ryerson.

1836. 'Thomas Beritt and John Douse. - .
1837. . Joseph Messmore and James Musgrove..‘
1838.
1839. .Samuel Beltm and Samuel Rose.

. 1840, . - % -

“"""1841. Edmund Shepherd and Thomas Cosford.
1842. JohnRyerson.and Reuben E. Tupper.
1843. George R. Sanderson and Charles Lovell.
"1844. George R. Sanderson and Ephraim B. Harper.
1845. Thomas Demorest and Thomas Rattray.
1846. - Lewis Warner and George Young.
1847..Tohn Law and Lachlin Taylor.
18487 John Law and Charles Lovell.

1849. William Price and William Anes ..
‘1850. William Price, assisted by Isaac Barker and John S '
: Evans. -

1851. Claudius Byrne and John S. Evans. .

1852. Claudius Byrne and William S. Griffin.
1853. George Goodson and Rlchard Clarke.
1854. George Goodson. - <

Many of the names in this list were afterwards well known'
throughout Canada. . Dr. Ryerson’s monumental work has a]ready
been mentioned. Dr. Lachlin- “Taylor acquired considerable fame as.
a traveller and lecturer on Oriental subjects. " The Rev. Edmund.
Shepherd, father of the present editor of the Zoronto Saturday

- Night, was known throughout the country as one of the most zealoue

workers in the Methodist church."

In 1854 Thorold became a c1rcu1t including Fortmll St. ]ohns
West, Allanburgh and Port Robinson. Since that tinie the following
ministers have been stationed here :

*1854. . Thomas Beritt and Edward H. Dewart. .
1855. Thomas Beritt and Richard J. Forman.
.1856. John.G. Laird and Thomas Cobb.
1857-1858. John G. Laird and~James Goodson. -
- 1859-1860. Samuel Rose and John Potts. -
- 1861. Alexander Sutherland and John Potts.
1862. Alexander Sutherland and Daniel Betrin.
* 1863. John Wakefield and William F. Campbell. -
: 1864-1865 John Wakefield and Egerton R. Younfr

. S
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1866-1867. J.. Herbert Starr and Robert H. Wadell.

. 1868. J. Herbert Starr and Benjamin B. Keefer.

-* 1869. Lewis Warner and Richard W. Woodsworth.

1870. Lewis Warner and Thomas Cardus.
1871. John S. Clark and ‘Walter Rigsby. -
1872-1873. John S. Clark. S
1874-1876. James Preston.
1877-1878. James C. Preston.
1879-1881.- R. Parker, M. A. B
1882-1884. John Kay. :
1885-1887. John E. Lanceley.
1888-1890. D. L. Brethour.
1891-1893. John Wakefield. v
1894-1 896 George Clark, M. A, Ph. D . , o
1897. G. W. Calvert. C : .

_. - The trustee hoard of the church for the current year is coﬁ- i
pesed of: James Millar (secretary and- treasurer), .Johan. Swayze,

., James H. Beatty, Willidin Martin, John H. Wilson, William

McCleary and John McLean. B

On the 12th of January, 1885, the 'Ihorold Auxiliary of the
Woman’s Missionary Society was “organized with a membership of
twelve, Mrs. John Kay being elected first President.” That office. is
now held by Mrs. James Mil]ar, and theAn\umber at present on the
roll is fifteen. RS :

On the 11th of December, 1893, a urcle of the I\mgs Dauohters
then existing in the church was reorganized as the-Epworth League
of Christian Endeavor by the Rev. John Wakefield, the chief officer v
for that year being W. H. Clipperton. F¢ or 1896-7 the Honorary

" President was the Rev. George Clark, M. A., Ph. D.; the Honorary
vice-President, William McCleary, M. P.; and the Pre';ldent James
McTavish.

- The Superintendent of the Sabbath School is Wm. McCleary

Durmg the conference; year ending May 1, 1897, the total

- receipts were’ $348‘é.12. The pew rents arid the proceeds of the

Church ‘—\nniversany are used for paying the current expenses of the
- church, such as fuel, light, insufancé’, repairs, and also the salaries of
“the choir leader, organist and caretaker. The ministers salary is
raised ‘by. contributions through the emelopes and by the plate
co]lectlons :
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THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH AT PORT ROBINSON was °
. built. in ‘1851, when the 'congregaﬁtion was included within the
Thorold circuit. ~ No “careful record has been kept, and it is
[ v ~ - impossible now ‘to secure much’ mformatxon concermng 1t The
i ministers since 1888, have been '

1889. Daniel Ecker - 1893. G. F. Morris.

“18go.. S. E. Marshall. =~ 1894.' S. W, Fallis.
1891.  W. J. Sipprell. - 1895. " F. W. Crowle. -
'1892 C M. Marshal. - ©= 1896. “J. F. Ka)

THE METHODIST CHURCH AT BE\VERDAMG Very eafly in

" the history of the townshlp services were  held in private houses by
Methodist ministers. In the house owned by Israel and Hiram
Swayze at the Beaverdams, a room was set apart “for these meetings,
and floor-boards were used for seats. Once in four weeks the people
were visited by an ord"uned minister, but- ‘on the intervening bundays
the services were conducted by lecal preachers, the chief among them
being Jacob Ostrander, a2 man revered by all his neighbors for his
stern integrity of life. "The old. time camp-meeting was a regylar
ghthermg held for several years on Hiram Swayze s farm. The first
meeting was conducted by Elders Edmund Stoney and Ephraim

_ Evans. _Until 18 32 there was no- Methodist church nearer than.-
Brown s Bi‘idge on the Chippawa Creek, or Warner’s settlement near B
St. Davids. In that year Hiram Swayze offered a site for a church,
and $100.00 towards the bulldmfr The land offered was immedi-

_ately east of the old burying ground, but the elders considered it
too small for the purpose, and asked for the lot whereon the church
now stands, as the big elm trees near by would serve as shelter for
the horses until a driving shed was built. On the 26th of June,
1832, James Brown, John Street, Samuel Street jr., James Hagar,

- Jonathan Hagar, William Moore and John Ker, comprising the
trustee board of the Methodist church for the Niagara - District

- purchased from Hiram Swa) ze one acre of land, bemg part of lot 52,
Thorold. ' .

A frame building was erected \uth a gallery at the two sides and
the north end. As the situation of the church was central, the. con-
gregmons were for many years very large. Methodists came from
fevery part of the Niagara District to the quarterly meetings.

>

a
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About thirty years ago the gallery, being no longer required for
use, was shut off, in order that the main part of the building might
be made more comfortable. R o

‘In 1879 certain repairs were made, and the church was re- .
dedicated by the Rev. William S. Griffin. Shortly after this date -
Thorold" town was made a station, and consequently the services at
the Beaverdams became less frequent. Since 1890 no regular
services have been held, and the church has been used chiefly for
funerals and for meetings of the Sons of Temperance and of Sabbath
School workers. : L

Among the many prominent ministers who have preached at

* Beaverdams were Dr. Egerton Ryerson and the Rev. Nathan Bangs,

who was afterwards editor of a Methodist Episcopal journal in New
York. 'john Ryerson, William Case and Franklin Metcalf had gone
as Canadian delegates to the Genesee Conference- ‘fo choose

. ministers for the Methodist . church in Canada. They wished to

 Sécare-all the British subjects then resident in the United States, but

"-ew...  the Americans induced Mr. Bangs to rehl'ain, as editor of the

" "Christian  Advocate. ‘While " occupying  this position he used
frequently to come from New York by stage coach, in order to be
present at important Methodist gatherings in Canada.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND. As we have already found, Church of
England seryice‘s were held at Thorold at a very early date by the
Rev. Robert. Addison of Niagara; and .afterwards by the Rev.
William Leeming of Chippawa.” In accordance with the clause of
the Constitutional Act providing for the establishment of the Clergy
Reserves, a block of four hundred acres of land near Allanburgh
was set"h"'part‘ in 1811 for the use of the established Church' of
England and Ireland. In 1836 Sir John . Colborne made Thorold
township a rectory, with this land as endoivment. _

. "Early in the thirties a stone church called St.-Peter’s was built
near the old German meeting-house. ~For several years the parish
was connected with St. George’s church, St. Catharines, services
being held by the Rev. James Clarke, Rector of the latter place.
St. Peter’s was consecrated by the first Bishop Mountain of Quebec, '
who also -administered the rite of confirmation at this visit. At
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St. Catharines he prev1ously confirmed one hundred persons in an
upper room of the Grantham Academy, now the Collegiate Institute;
‘but as, owing to the difficulties of travelling in those days, his
‘coming had not been definitely announced, many-candidates were
- unable to be present. ‘These persons, wfth the Thorold class, the
members of which had been prepared by Mr. Clarke, afterwards
received the rite’ at St. Peter’s.

As early as 1838 the church accounts were systematically kept,
Mr. George Keefer being warden at that time ; hut Thorold had no
“ Rector until 1840, when the Rev. Thomas Brock Fuller \yaé
~appointed. . Dr. Fuller had been educated at the Cornwall Grammar
School, under the young Scotch master, John Strachan, who after-
“wards played so prominent a part in the history of the province.
" Just- one year before Dr. Fuller’s appointment to Thorold, Upper
Canada had been set apart as the diocese of Toronto, and Dr.
 Strachan had been consecrated as its first Bishop. The new rector
entered upon his duties in 1841. Having had experience in
missionary work, he zealously undertook to hold regular services at -
Thorold, Port Robinson and Stamford, while he occasionally visited
Port Colborne and its neighborhood. At Port Robinson he
preached in the school house until 1844, when the "present church,
St. Paul’s, was opened for public worship.

In Dr.-Fuller’s register, the firit entry relating to publlc worship
is that containing the list of communicants on Easter day, April
11th, 1841. The names mentioned ‘are ‘those of Mr. and Mrs.
George Keefer, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lampman, Mr. Robert Holden, ’
Mr. and - Mrs. Jacob H. Ball,” Miss Ball, Mrs. Henry C. Ball, Mr.
Adam Hutt, Mrs. John Keefer and Mrs. Garden.

On Easter Monday, April -12th, 1841, the first vestry meeting
was held, when the following persons. were preseni: The Rector,
Adam Hutt, George Keefer, Henry C. Ball, Peter L;.tmp_nian, George
Hutt, John Turney, William Ward, John Waldron and Alexander
Winslow. A ‘ '

On August zoth, 1842, the: first missionary meeting took place.
On that evening a branch of the Church Society was formed. This
organization is worthy of- memion,’as before synods were held it
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managed much of ‘t_'he work now done i)y'the Board of- Domestic
and Foreign Missions.. At the meeting in this parish addresses were -
given by the Rev.-G. M. Armstrong of Louth, the Rev. A. F.
- Atkinson of St. Catharines, the Rev. William Leeming of Chippawa,
. the Rev. Thomas Creen of Niagara, the Rev. J. G. Geddes of Ham-
ilton, the Rev. Arthur Palmer of Guelph, and the Rev. John Arm-
strong, who had been a missionary for thirty years at Buenos Ayres ‘
and the Bay of Honduras. In the first annual report of the Niagara
~ District Branch of the Diocesan Church Society we find the names
- of the Rev. T. B. Fuller, Henry C. Ball and George Keefer sr. men-
~ tioned as members of the committee. The donations from Thorold
for the year 1842 amounted to £28 2sh. 6d.

" When St. Paul's church at Port Robinson was opened a debt
still remained upon it. . Among those who helped to pay this deficit
“were the negro soldiers, of whom mention has already’ been made in
the ‘history of the village. ‘- For half a year each member of this
company contributed tw enty cents a month N

As the village of Thorold grew larger the people began to

complain that the church was too far from their midst, and subscrip-
~ tions were ccllected to build a suitable house of worship within the v
\;il‘]age‘ A 767 was furnished by the congregation ; and the Rector
not only gave liberally from bis own purse, but also collected in
England an amount. equal to $270.00. When in Lincolpshire he
called upon Sir ]ohn Thorold’s family, who presented to the parish
bearing their name a set of handsomely bound service books which
had already been in use for a hundred years. ]ust before this, Dr.
Fuller had applied to Bishop ‘Strachan for one of the twelve sets that
“had heen seht out by the Archhishop of Canterbury for distribution
in Canada. Until these books.came the rarer mlﬁmee were used at
St. Peter’s, but they were afterwards removed, as they were

considered too valuable for ordmary use. However, they have since
been lost, and the most diligent search has not yet revealed their
‘lodging place. , o '

In 1853 the co{/er-stone of St. Johu’s church was laid (the

stone forming a part of the southern buttress built against the east
wall of the chancel). Three years later the building was completed,
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but the committee’s accounts contamed a deficit of £2034 Ish 2d,
which was covered by a loan from the Rector. . To try to, meet this
_debt the _pews were offered for sale or rent at public.competition.
As much as £go was given for a large pew ; but although forty per-
~ sons promised to buy seats, the majority did.not fulfil the contract.
The building was formally opened for public worship on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14th, 1856,"there being services also on the following day.
The offertory collections at these services amounted, we are told, to
$133.00. When in 1862 Bishop Strachan appointed Dr. Fuller to -
the charge of St. George’s church, Toronto, the congregation’s debt,
-with interest, amounted to $11065.25 ; and this the retiring Rector
freely forgave. Asa parting gift a silver model of the church was
presented to him by the pébplg’, among whom he had labored - for
more than a score of years.’, When the diocese of Niagara was
formed in 1875 Dr. Fuller was “elected Bishop, and his episcopal
visits to Thorold and Port Robinson became links that bound him
more closely to his old parish. '

Thorold contains more than one monument to the memory of
Bishop Fuller’s active service in behalf of the town. He was one of
the founders of the High School, of the Mechanics’ Institute (now -
the Public Library), and of the Agricultural Society, while he was -
one of the most zealous workers in the movement for the -abolition
of fees in the Public Schools. He also bequeathed to the parish of
Thorold.a sum of money, the interest on which was to be zinnu'ally‘
distributed among the poor. The annual income from this fund is
$22.00, which sum=is regularly given by the Rector to the needy
members of the parish.

The Rev. T. B. Read was the second Rector of Thordld, but his
incumbency lasted only three years, as he was obliged to relinquish
his parochial duties when he was appointed to the work of raising an
episcopal endowment fund for Toronto diocese. He afterwards
became rector of Grimsby, which charge he held until the time of
his death. ’

His successor at Thorold was the Rev. T.T. Robarts, M. VA.,
who was afterwards appointed a Canon of Christ church cathedral,
Hamilton. On September 6th, 1865 (the first year of Mr. Robarts’
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pastorate), one of the earliest harvest festivals in Canada was held at
St. Peter’s and in the grounds adjoining the church. The Rev.
Provost Whittaker of Trinity College and a number of other clerg)-
men were present A photograph - of the scene was taken, a
reproduction of which appears in this book. :

Another important occurrence in Mr. Robarts’ mxmstry was the
‘surrender of the ow nership of the pews by their original purchasers
During his time, too, St. Peter’s was renovated and used for funerals ;.
but when "the new Welland Canal, which passes very near the site of
the church, was in course of construction the congregatlon demded :
to pull down the old building.

In 1879 the late Bishop Thorold of Rochester (and afterwards of
Winchester), who was travellmg in America, came to visit the parish
. called after his family, and preached in St. John’s church.

In 1880 Canon Robarts died at his birthplace in Barbadoes ; and.
his Jocum ftenens, the Rev. W.'E. Grahame, was appointed to the
vacant rectory.. Ill health obliged Mr. Grahame to go abroad for a
considerable length of time, and during his absence the parish was
in the charge of the Rev. C. R. Lee. 1In, 1886 the Rector retired - .
permanently. He was succeeded by the present incumbent, the
Rev. P. L. Spencer, now Rural Dean of Lincoln and Welland. '

Besides preaching at Thorold and Port Robinson and attending
to'the regular duties of a parish-that covers an area of thirty square
miles, Mr. Spencer has, until recently, conducted services at Allan-
burgh during the summer months. '

.In 1885 a new pipe organ, with two octaves of pedals, was
erected in St. John’s church.

In 1890 the church was rénovated throughbu‘t a brass altar rail,
the gift of the ladies of the congregation, was substituted for the old
oak one, while at the same time a handsome brass lectern was
presented to the church by Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Fry of Summerhill
‘House, Queenstown, Ireland. Some time before this a spire was
added to the tower, so that both the exterior #nd the interior
~of the church have been considerzihly changed during recent
years. T'he service books still used at St. John’s were the gift of
Mrs.-George Keefer ; and the handsome clock, which was brought
from Furope, was given by Bishop Fuller's family. -
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In 1894 the bell, which had been re-cast, was’ again huhg, the
names mscrlbed on it bemg those of the Rector and the ‘Wardens
“for that year. : :
The congregatlon of St..John’s also possesses a very good Sunday
School bmldmg, which stands within the church grounds )
In St. Paul's Church, Port Robmson, are several memorial win-
dows. That in the chancel is very handsome ; it was given by the
Coleman family, “In memory of Sarah Coleman, died Jan. 16th,
1887, and Dilly Colemari, died Jan. 4th, 1888.” Four double win-

~ - dows have been presénted to the church in memory of the following

persons: George Jordan, who died in December, 1852, his wife,
* Elizabeth Jordan, who died in 1897 ;- Mary A. Wilson, Sunday
School Superintendent, and John P. Abbey, who died in December,
1877 ; Hugh Ross, who died in 1878, and William B. Jackson, who
died in July, 1882 Catherine Reavley, 1869, her grandson, Cam-
eron Reavley, 1886, and Wllham Reavle}, the last mentioned having -
* died in February, 1885.
In the tower is a wheel window, the gift of Mr. E. G. Orme,
while that over the door was presented by Mrs. Margaret Bennett. -
St. Paul’s had been in existence for more than half a century
. before it possessed a proper font. At last, .in 1895, a well carved
font of Queenston stone was made in the wllaoe and placed in the -
aisle of the church .
Among the many “church dlgmtanes \\ho have preached in the
parish, some have already been mentioned.. Besides Bishop Thor-
old of Winchester, the first Bishop Mountain of Quebec (who was
appointed before the. close of eighteenth century), and Provost Whit-
taker, the first head c;’f?Trinity University, the parish has-had the
privilege of hearing Bishop Strachan, Bishop Bethune, Bishop “Ham-
ilton of Ottawa, Bishop Sullivan, who has only recently retired from .
the diocese of Algoma, the present Bishop of Niagara, the Right.
Rev. J. P. Du Moulin, and the first Bishop of Qu’Appelle, the Right
Rev. Adelbert Anson, a bhrother of the Earl of Litchfield. «, o
The church officers élected at the Easter vestry meetings of 1897
are, for St. John’s : Rector’'s Warden, George'H: Shaw ; People’s War- '
den, Thomas Lampman ; Lay Delegates to the Synod, James Wil-
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son and Capt. Hugh James. _ For St. Paul's: Rector’s Wét“den,

Charles Hansell; People’s Warden, A. B Fry; Lay Delegatel to

~ the Synod, R. A. Abbey. .

THOROLD PRPSBYTERIW CHURCH The history. of Presbyterian-
ism in"the Niagara District is a history of patience, pluck and perse-
verance.  The hardships of the early settlers were shared. by the

pioneer missionaries to- such an extent that the very: story of their’

lives is as entrancing as the veritable tales of missionary experience
to-day in distant lands.  The history -of the Thorold Presbyterian

~ Church is but one chapter.-  As early as 1801 Presbyterian services.
were held in the Township of Thorold. The Rev. Daniel W. East- . .
man, a licentiate of the Morris County (U.S. ) Associate Presbytery,’

began his ministry in 1801 at Beaverdams and Stamford. - Travers-

ing the country, he preached the Gospel to the solxtary settlers .
- whom he found scattered throughout the wild. He was ordained in .
_ 1802z by the Ontario Association in East Palmyra, N. Y., and

' Mm\commue—hts%bemwmong the Scotch settlers at-Stam-
“ford and district, among whom he lived until 1850, when he was
_ compelled to retire because of failing sight. - He afterwards. became
totally blind, and died in 1865. His name is still revered by
many of the older people, and he is spoken of as the father of Pres-

byterianism in this district. - During the first fifteen years of his

ministry is stipend was seldom more than ﬁfty dollars in hard cash.

The services at Beaverdams having been discontinued, an
appomtment was made in Thorold, where a mission was established
. which was’ ministered to by different men, among whom was the
‘Rev. William Rintoul, who afterwards became minister of Streets-
ville, from which charge he was released in 1848 to take the pos‘mon
of Professor of Hebrew in Knox C ollege, - Toronto. He was fol-
lowed. by the Rev. Angus McIntosh, who was sent out to this
country by the Colonial Comlmuee of the Church of Scotland, to

engage in missionary work. \Vhlle stationed at Thorold he ministered

to the Pre%b)terlans at St. Catharines, Port Dalhousie and other
points on the Welland Canal. lhere 15 a halo of veneration-around

“his name in the minds of those who still remember him. He was a

f'uthful preacher and zealous worker His life in this community
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" hall seemed to give the little compﬁiny cqhesion'-and strength.

" Scotland about the year 1841.
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‘was characterized by-exceeding generosity, not stinting the posses-

sions he had for the relief of those in need. He was known on one
occasion at least not only to empty his pockets of all his available
money, but even to take his coat off his back in order to clothe a_
neady emigrant whom he met in St. ‘Catha‘rines. He returned to
The services of the little congrega-

tion were held at this time in a school house on the west side of the

‘Welland canal. - But, as circumstances compelled: them, they wor-

This moving from hall to
So
they continued to increase in numbers. About this time (1841), the

shipped in different halls in the village.

congregation of Knox Church, St. Catharines, having been organ- .
ized, they began to seek the settlement of a minister among them. j
The Rev. John Porteous, from the United Secession Church in
Scotland, arrived in St. Catharines about the beginning of January;
1842, and "after officiating for the greater part of that year he was'

‘inducted into the pastoral charge of the congregation on the 7th of

December of the same year. He had the care of the Mission Con-
gregation of Thorold, to whom he ministered every alternate Sabbath
He
was succeeded by the Rev. Alexander Henderson, a new arrival from

afternoon until his resignation in the month of August, 1847.

Scotland ; he was called and settled as the minister in charge of
the united congregation of St. Catharines, T horold and ,Port Dal-
housie on the 24th of November, 1847. © Mr. Henderson’s term of
office ‘was short, although he laboured with success. = In the
fall. of 1850 he resigned his charge and' returned to Scot-
land.
were without a pastor, until the 28th of April, 1852, when the Rev:

For the space of two years thereafter the congregations

John McClure was ordained and inducted as minister in charge. In

the fall of the same year (1852) thé members living in and around
Port Dalhousie sought the privilege of organization as a regular con-
gregation, which was granted by the F lamboro Presbytery. - Follow-
ing the worthy example of Port Dalhousie, we find the following

minute in the Session Records of St. Catharines, dated 3rd of April,”

11853 : “The Moderator laid on the table a petition from the station

in Thorold to the Flamboro Presbytery, praying to be organized into
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-a congregation separate and distinct from that of St. Catharines, an,d‘
to receive a supply of preachers with a view of calling one to be
their pastor, and rejuested on the part of the Thorold station that
the same be transmitted to the Flamboro Presbytery at its first meet-
ing. The -Session, having considered the petition, unanimously
granted the request, and ‘we. hereby transmit said petition to ‘the
Presbytery with recommendation to grant the prayer of the same.”
Subsequently the Presbytery took action and organized the congre- -
- gation with forty-nine members in the fall of 1853.
Now, having attained their majority and having been released
. from their tutelage under the care of St. Catharines, and realizing
their independence from any other congregation, the -members of
Thorold began hearing candidates with a view to calling a pastor.
“This continued until, under the Providence of God, the Rev.
William Dickson preached. He was called, and, having acceptgd,
was thereafter inducted as the first regularly ordained pastor.of the
- Presbyterian Congregation in Thorold in the year 1854. At this.
time the congregation worshipped in the town hall, but_soon after
‘Mr Dickson’s settlement the congregation grew so rapldly in num-
_bers and in general prosperlty that they began to realize the neces-
sity of building a place of worship. This sentiment was precxpltated

into immediate action one Sabbath morning when the congregation;

assembled for public worship in the town hall. The hall had been

rented from the authorities on the prevnous Saturday for a pugilistic -

“encounter, and in consequence everything was in such disorder that

" the humble worshippers felt the incongruity of their position. Thus
they were compelled to prompt action, and durmg the course of the
week, under the united. efforts of Mr. John Band; Mr. George Gray
and Mr. Nichol, a suitable site was secured from the late Dr. Rolls, on
which to build a church of their own.. The action of these sturdy
members was heartily supported by the congregatlon, with the result
that in a few months the brick building which still stands on Ormond
street was built and opened for public worship in the year 1859.
Mr. Dickson’s pastorate continued until the act of union took. place

A

between the/I*ree Church and the United Presbyterian Church in '

186:. after which. date the church. in Thorold became connected

[
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with ‘the denomination then known as the “Canada’ Presbyterian:
Church.” This step caused Mr. Dickson’s retirement and return to

“Scotland, his native land. The congregation was then_without a

regular pastor until in the fall of 1863; when the- Rev Robert

Wallace accepted a call extended to hiin. - During Mr. Wallaces'

incumbency, which lasted about five years, services were conducted
by him in Drummondville as well as in "Thorold, in which place he
afterwards resided until the completlon of his pastorate. His work

_‘was effective and the cause grew apace, until once again the congre-

gation were brought face to face with the pos51b1ht) of losing their
pastor, he having - received a call to the West Eud Presbytenan
Church, Toronto.” This call Mr. \Vallace accepted, and the people
of Thorold had reluctantly to comply U In the year 1868 they were

again seeking for a minister among the available men; and after '

prayerful and expectant wzutmcr their choice fell on the Rev. Simon.
C. Fraser, M. A -who on the 2and of December, 1869, aceeptedv

“their call and was inducted to the pastoral charge of Thorold. This
'pastorate continued for the space- of six years. " During Mr. Fr rasers

term of office the congregation: of 'lhorold acqmesced with the

) for ‘union.- This union’ took place in the year 1875, and the
'denommatlon thereafter became known by the tltle ‘of “The

Presbyterian Church in Canada,” which it still retains.  With the
strength which naturally flowed- from such a union, _Thorold, began
to realize its responsibility in caring for the Presbyterlaanam\hes in
the outlying districts, and through the effort of the Session services
were conducted in Memtton, and so eﬂ'ectwe were they that
on the 1g9th of July, 1876, ' Merritton was misea by . an

" act of the Presbytery of Hamilton to the status¥ of a regu-
" larly orgamzed congregation, -'and members of Thorold to the
- number of thirty-eight joined themselves to the new congregation..:-

The new church was placed under the fostering care of the
minister and session of Thorold.. Mr. Fraser, realizing the approach
of old age with_ its natural infirmities, began to seek rslease from

' - pastoral ‘work, and finally on the 2g9th of September, 1876, the pas-

toral tie was severed and Mr. Fraser retired from the active duties of

¢
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the ministry.  This vacancy conf,'inued'until the 4th of October,
1877, when'the Rev. C. D. McDonald, having been called from the
congregation of Point Edward in the Presbytery of Sarnia, was
inducted.  While Mr. McDonald was pastor the congregation grew
with leaps and bounds as the result of earnest, faithful work. This
continued until their church building was found to be wholly inade-
quate for the requirements of the congrega'tionv.. The people with
the same zeal and indomitable energy that had 'charact‘erizyed ‘them
~ through their whole history immediately took steps to have a new
‘and larger church built.  The site on the corner of Ormond and
Claremont streets was bought, and the solid stone structure in
which thé congregation still worship was erected at a cost of about
"$13,000. The corner stone was'_laid in 1883, and the building
completed ‘and opened " for public worship in the month of May,
1884. The little brick church which had been the first church home
of the Presbyterians of Thorold soon afterwards passed into the

hands of the Baptist denomination, to be used by them for divine A

service.  After a fruitful and prosperous pastorate of nine years
Mr. McDonald received a call to Kildonan Presbyterian church,
near Winnipeg, -which he accepted. His name is still honored

while' others have entered to continue the good work he,

carried on. The = pastoral tie having been severed in the
month of March, 1890, the congregation began.to seek for a suit-
_able successor. They were led to call the Rev. J. W. Mitchell of
Port Hope, who signified his - intention to accept, and the

Presbytery of Hamilton, after the usual -process, inducted him into-

the pastoral charge on the znd of December, 18go. This pastorate
continued for but four years, when Mr. Mitchell resignéd in order
to give himself more fully to evdrfgelistic work. Thus on the 2rd of
February, 1895, the Presbyterians of Thorold found themselves
‘again without a pastor; but they were not ' left long without a
" minister, for on October the 24th, 1895, the Rev. William A. Cook,

~ from the congregation of Dorchester in the London Presbytery, was_

£ . . . . - . .
inducted to the pastorate, which he still holds, with every evidence
of success and prosperity for the future.

This closes the short chapter ip the history of Presbyterianism .at

W )
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Thorold, which, being of a sturdy character and tehacious, is likelj'
to develope to greater and still greater proportions as the years
roll on, S - S :

Roman CartHovrics. The first Christian to visit the Neutrals, or -
Tobacco Nation, that inhabited the Niagara Peninsula was the Rev.
Father Joseph de la Roche Daillon of the Franciscan Order, who
came to this country in 1625 with Fathers Breboeuf and Lallemont,
the famous Jesuit martyrs; while the first mass. ever said in the
Niagara Peninsula was offered up at or.near the mouth of the Grand
river, wheré the Sulpician priests, Galinee and . De Casson wintered
in the year 1669, and, according to ,thé,,journal of Father Galinee,
said mass every morning. . After the expulsion of the Neutral nation
Father Hennepin visited their successors.  Amohg . the U. E.
Loyalists who settled here in 1783 there were no Roman Catholics,
the first settlers of that. faith beihg some French refugees who had
fled to England during,the French Revolution. A corps of ‘French
gentlemen who had borne arms' in .His Brittanic Majesty’s service
under the Comte de Puisaye, -were .granted lands in the present
township of Niagara, upon the recommendation of the Duke of
Portland, but through their total :ignorance’ of pioneer life: their v
settlement was not a success.* ,

There were ‘very few Roman Catholics in Thorold township until
the construction of the Welland canal brought a large ‘number of
Irish immigrants into the district. Until 1834 they were ministered
to by the priest stationed at Niagara; in that year a frame church
was built at St. Catharines, and the Rev. J. M. Burke appointed to
the charge. From that time until 1853 the Thorold parish was

‘ associated with St. Catharines. v

The. year 1841 brought. four thousand men,. a large number
having families with them, to work on the enlargement of the canal.
Most of these “ canallers ” were Irishmen. The names of the Rev.
Dr. Constantine Lee and’ the. Rev. Father McDonagh will ever be
remembered in connection with the Roman Catholic missions along
the canal. It is said that Father McDonagh knew every one of the

* 4 The Catholic Church in the Niagara Peninsula,” by the Very Rev. Dean
- Harris. . o . .
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workmen by name, and his power over the men has already been
spoken of in these pages.

In 1841 the first mass oﬁ'ered up at 'Ihoro]d was said by the "

“Rev. Dr. Lee in the house of Thomas O’Brien.* 1In 1843 a frame
Achvurch was built in the village, (\:onsxderable‘ help having been
received towards its erection from the Protestants of the place. The

first resident pnest was appointed to Thorold in_1853, in the person.

of the Rev. Michael McLaughlin. Between 1855 and 1860 the

Very Rev. B. Grattan, assisted by his nephew, the Rev. P. Conway, '

had charge of the parish. The Dean was very popular with all
. classes, his self-denying labors endearing him to his more faithful

parishoners, while, his Irish wit made him a great f'lvorlte even with

the less spmtually minded of his flock. Many good stories dre told

of the way he used this sense of humor in curtailing his nephew’s

sermons, which often went far beyond the.limit which the late Chief
Justice Coleridge con51dered proper. The parish to which these two

prlests ministered mcluded St. Catharines, 1\lemtton, Thorold

Smxthvﬂle, Dunnville 'md Port Colhorne.
In January, 186o, \the Rev. E: O’Keefe was appointed parwh

- priest of Thorold, but in \\prll of the same year he gave place to the -

Rev. Father Christie.

Tl health obliged Father Chn‘;ue to be reheved bet“ecn 1862
" and 1865, when Father Wardy took his place. Two )ears ~later he
‘was obliged to retire permanently, when he returned to his native

diocese in France. He was succeeded here in August, 1867, by the

. Rev. John Gribbin, who was in turn followed by the -Rev. Michael

O'Reilly in the spring of 1869. In two years again another change

occurred, and the Rev. Father Labourian was placed.in charge. In

November of the same year, 1871, iﬁe Rev. T. J. Sullivan was

" transferred from Adjala to Thorold, ‘whére‘ he has since remained‘ ‘as
permanent’ pastor. /‘ .

On. the first Sunday in October /1878 the comerstone of the
new stone building—the church of Our Lady of the Holv Rosary—
was laid by his grace the late. Arcbbls}‘op Ly nch The construction
of the bulldma was necessarily slo“, as it was Father Sullivan’s

!
* Dean Harris. ;
- I
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aim to keep it free from debt, so that it might be consecrated as.

soon as finished. The roof was put on in 1881, and for ten years
services were held in the basement, work being done on the upper

“part whenever circumstances permitted. On the 1gth of June, 1892,

the church, having been completed, was formally consecrated by the
Right Rev. R. A. O’Conner,- Bishop of l’éterbérough_; Archbishop
Walsh of T oronto occupied the throne; while several of the clergy
were present in the sanctuary. - ‘The sermon.was preached by the
Very Rev. Father McInerney C. S. S. R. of Toronto, and the Arch-
bishop also addressed a few words -of congratulation to the
congregation, adding a glbwing tribute to Father Sullivan, to whose -
great zeal the erection of th_ié splendid building was due.

The total .cost of the new church, including altars, pews, etc., has
been about $43,000.00. .

On the .15th of August, 1893, Father Sullivan celebrated his
-silver jubilee, his ordination having taken placeitwenty—ﬁve years
before T ‘

In 1873 a convent was built at a cost of $6,000.00, and "six
Sisters of Charity of the St. ]oseph s Order are now stationed here.
Besides assisting in parochxal work, they teach i in the separate’school
and also give lessons in mdsic and other branches.

‘The church committee -is made up of the following officers :
Chairman, David Battle; Secretary, Edward P. Foley ; Treasurer,
the Rev. T. J. Sullivan; P. McMahon, M. Béttlé, A. McKez{gue,
Thomas Foley, Frank Poulin, M. Jordan.

The societies in connection with the church are the- Ieag:,ue of

‘the Sacred Heart, the Young Ladies’ Sodality, the Angels’ Society,
-the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, the Ladies’ Aid Society

and the Ydung Men’s Mutual Improvement Society.

-In connection with the Thorold parish there is maintained a '

mission church at Port Robinson, which was built in 1876, at a_cost

of $1,500.00. The congregation is very small. Services are held

there twice a month. .
-Hovy Trinity CHURCH, FoNnTHILL. Holy Trinity church was

- built in the year 1852. It was first opened for public worship at the

time of its consécration in October of the same year. The erection of
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the church was hrgely due to the hberalxty of Alfred \Vll.ett Dexter
ID’Everardo, Robert Holdrich, George Gamble, H. Price '/nd Robert
_ Shaw. Mr.-I’’Everardo not only furnished money, but hF gave also
the Jot on which the church now stands. -

The Rev. Donald I. F. McLeod was the first lncut,'nbem ‘He

~ was succeeded by the Rev. John Creighton, who held tl?e charge for

eight years. Then in August, 1875, the Rev. ]ames Morton was -
made Rector of Welland: and 'Fonthill’.‘ ngsn mcuml&)ency lastedv

until 1880, when the Rev. R. C. Caswell was appointed. The
clergy who have succeeded him have been- the ‘Revd's Jones, Piper
and Gardiner, vxhlle the present. mcumhent is the Rev.. Gabriel
Johnstone. :

UNITED BRLTHI\EN—— I'he only church in the townshlp belonging

‘to this denomlmtlon is that popularly known asthe U. B. church,
near the Humcane Road.  As tHere. are five congregations within
_the county, it may not be amlss to give some account of the orlgm of
- this body. :

To two independent workers, |mbued with - the same ideas, the
founding of the church is due. The.Rev. Philip William Otterbein
was a‘-disti'nguished minister of the German Reformed Church, and
while still 2 young man he had made a name for himself as a speaker

and scholar.  After his appointment to a charge at Lancaster, Penn-’

" sylvania, he began to preach against the lifeless formality of his own
church, and he at once established prayer .meetings, in which the
laymen might have better opportunities for labor. At the same time
the Rev. Martin Bochm, a zealous Mennomte, influenced by the same

~_convictions, was engaged in a similar kind of work. = At a “ Great

Meeting” held about 1766,'in a_ barn at Lancaster, these two men

met, and acknowledged the|r brotherhood on hearmg each other’s
‘ views.. 5uggcsted by thlb occurrence, the name “ United Brethren
~in Christ ” was given to the denommauon which, though not formed
_until many years after\\ards primarily arose from this meetmg Not
_until 1800 were the societies that were interested in the movement
formally united. In that year Martin Boehm and Phlllp Otterbein
“were appointed Bishops of the newly formed church. Since that
time the dcnommatlon has grown steadlly its membcrshlp is'nearly
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_.the Ontario Conference, visits the church every three months to’
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a quarter of a million, while »2;;192; preachers minister to 4,250 organ-
ized congregations. T

In 1871 and 1872 two ei/angelists -of the Uhnited "Brett()ren
Abram Sherk and. M. Moscher, held ‘meetings-in the school house
near the Humcane Road, and a new congregation sprang up here.
A church was built, and in October, 1873, it was dedicated by Blshop
- Weaver of Carroll County, Ohio. The first trustees were Abraham
Tice, Ephraim Shupe and Jacob Damude, sr. The Presiding Elder
for Ontario, the Rev. J.%P. Cowling of Berlin, who is -appointed by

/ . . . . B

" hold sacramental or quarterly meetings. Since the congregation was
formed it has been ministered to by many different pastors. These
men usually remain from two to.three years. In. the order of their -

/

mcumbency they have been ::

David B. Sherk and Jameq Andrew Learn
David B. Sherk and Abram-Sherk:

J. S. Riddle. '

Samuel E. Cormany.

- Samuel J. Nunn. ‘ : :
Charles W. Bachus. ‘ . ' . -
Robert A. Clarke. o
John Spencer.

9. Jacob MeCoombs.

1o. W.N. Tyrrel.

1. W, M. Karstedt. :

12.. George H. Bachus.and (J W. Houseman.

13.  Benjamin Bachus and J. Purdy.

14. Isaac W. Groh.-

Cainli o 15 5

’

~“Mr. Groh is still in charge of the church. :
The trustees at the present time are: William Wilson, Thomas
Clark, David Smith, Nelson Robins and Jacob W. Damude, jr.

BAPTIST. Until 1887 there was no Baptist Church in Thorold, a
Sunday street-car service baving made it possible for members of
this denomination to attend pui)lic’ worship in St. Catharines. How-
ever, by this time their number had so increased that they dec ided to
organize a separate church at home. The Presbyterians had lately ~
moved to ‘their new stone building, and the old brick church on
Ormond street was now in the hands of William McCleary, and this
the Baptists hoped to secure. The late I.. G. Carter of Port Col-




borne furnisfied $100.00 as the nucleus of the purchasing ﬁmd. W,

J- Robertson, then manager of the Thorold branch of the Canadian
Bank of. Commerw, and James Jones, of the firm of Howland &
Jones, bou{,ht the property for $750.06, and the little congregation

assumed the responsnhlht) of paying for it. - On the evening of April *

25th, 1887, a mt,ctmcr was held, at which the members made them-
N se]us personally responsible for the purchasé by the carrying of a
motlon, moved by John H. lhompeon : “That the action of Brethren
Rohertson and Jones in purchasing the old Presbyterian Church bé
‘npproved by this meeting, and that the financial obligation incurred

in such action be acc epted and assumed by the church now about to

be formed here.” ‘I'he importance of this motion will be recognized

when it is stated that there were only five men belonging to the -

ori;iml congregation.  Each of these gave largel) of his own means,

and one pledged one- thll’d of his life insurance towards the_ church:

debt. - . -

lhe first ofﬁcers were: Clerk and Sabbath’ Scho&f" Superin-
tendent, John H. T hompson Treasurer, W. J. Robertscn.; Deacons,
James Jones and W. J. Robertson ; Trustecs, W. J. Robertson, Jam,es

- Jones.and John H. Thoinpson. . : : -

Lz T ‘he little congregation grew rapidly; and be’fore 'long its baptized
* members numbered over_forty.

“The brick church, afte hanng a vestry and baptistry added, was
opened by the Baptists on May 15th, 1887, when the Rev. Dr.
Castle, Prmup’nl of McMaster Hall, preached. ' : ‘

At first the services were tal\en by Baptist students, the pastor
during the summer of 1887\ being ‘Ernest Grigg, who afterwards -

»became a missionary to. Bu rmah, under the American Baptist
Foreign Mission Board. l)un\ng the- follomng summer B. Davies

was in charge. - In 1889 the Rev. (; ‘L. Wittet was called to the ~

pastorate, but he remained on]y one )ear and the church was. again

served by students.  During 1890 B. W. Grigg, brother of Ernest.

(.ngg, labored here, and he was su(ceeded by Ernest Norman, who
was stationed in ‘Thorold during lhe summer of 1891.. W. S. Mc-
Alpine occupied the pulpit in 1892, and in the following year the
congregation extended a call to J. (@ C.drvine of Port Burwell.

_— ' .
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Mr. Irvine was oa'damed at lhorold, and hbored here for eighteen

‘months. When he resigned his charge the congregation allied them-

selves with the Lyman-street Baptist Church of St. Catharines, under
one pastorate, and since that time they have had.eonly an afternoon
service each Sunday. The Rev. R. Garside, a returned mmtonarv
from India, now ministers to both ®hurches.

The zeal of the 'congregation is -not confined to the lecal
work of the church, ‘but extends also to the liberal support

_of both home and ‘fofeign missions. .~ Fhe Sabbath School, which

was organized when' the ehurch was opened pays its OWR running .

expenses, and, also gives a weekly offering to the missionary fund.

The church societies consist of a Baptist Young People’s Union
of Christian Endeavor, a Ladies” Aid Society and a Women’s' Mis-
sion Circle. . . .

FirsT CHURCH ©F CHRIST, SCIENTIST. This is the title assumed
by the Christian Scientist body at Thorold, a few of \whom gathered
first in 1893.  Since that time they have continued| their meetings-
regularly. - In 1893 they engaged a hall or meeting-room in McAr-
thur’s block, Front street, where for a time two public\services were”
held .every Sunday, besides'a Sabbath Schodl, while a\meeting also
took place on Friday evening. ~ In April, 1895, a new

vices was mstxtuted and since that date only one public servwe has

o
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"CHAPTER X»II~I

ScHooOLs

(;overnor Simcoe’s efforts in the cause of education.  The Royal Grant of 500,000
acres -in 1797. [Eight Grammar Schools established in 1807. Townshlp
"Schools Act of 1816 and 1820. Nine Common.Schools in Thorold in 1817.

" First School-houses. ~ Early teachers. Ya(3eneral progress.  Dr. Ryerson,
Superintendent of Education.  First free sclﬁi’ol. Fonthill High School.
Thorold High School.  School Act of 1871. Present state of affairs. - .7

“ Religio, Scientia, Likertas,” the motto of the present Education
Department, embodies the three-fold aim of Governor Simcoe, to
whom we owe the establishment of the earliest schools in the
province. Only through religion and knowledge did he conceive it
possible. for the colonists to attain to the truest liberty, and although
he did not live to see his educational pl;ins put into execution, yet
his name must ever be associated with the school system which is

one of Ontario’s~proudest boasts. . “After inducing so many U. E.
Loyalists to settle in Upper Canada, this first govérnor gave all his
best efforts to the promotion pf their welfare. “His purpose was,” ™
says the. Historiographer of the Education Department,* to whom
we are indebted for much of the information in this.chapter, “to try
to win back the more moderate of the ‘disaffected colonists, and to
provide a congenial home under the old flag for the expatriated
American Loyalists « = x On Simcoe’s nominatioy to his office
" as Governor he evidently revolved in his mind how best. hé could
secure a solid foundation for the go»ernment -and InStltUbODSOf the s
y ful colony entrusted to his care. Re]lgi‘ﬁff"md educ:mon were
~his two watchwords.” Through the former he hoped" to have mc'ul-
~cated *in all ranks and descriptions of people a sober and an indus-

* “Documentary History of P,ducmon in Upper Canada,” by J. George
Hodglm, M.A., L L. 1)
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trious, religious and conscientious spirit, which shall be the best secu-

rity that a government can have for its own internal preservation.”

The latter in the form df"an endowed uni-versitvy, “with the liberal

education which it would afford, would be most useful to inculcate"
just principles, habits and manners into the rising generation.”

“ Apart from the isolated and desultory efforts to establish private
schools among the United Empire Loyalists, or to take advantage of

the garrison schools at the few military 'posts, nothing was attempted
in the way of official action in ‘the matter of education until the. °
appointment of Governor Simcoe in 1791.”% '

It is not surprising in so sparsely settled a country that our early’
statesmen, including Sir John Simcoe and Lord Seaton (Sir John
Colborne), proposed to found a univefsity when'as yet there was no
provision for primary education in the colony.  The great distance
between the farmhouses made. it impossible for young children to
attend classes, so the work of education had to begin with the older
‘students.

The earliest schools in this district were all at Nlagara The
first was opened by the Rev. Robert Addison in 1792, and the
second by Mr. Burns, a Presbyterian minister;. who established his
school two years later. In 1797 James Blayney conducted a school
in the same towh, while Richard Cockrell held evening classes at
Butler’s barracks.” Many Thorold persons sent their sons to Mr.’
Addison’s classical school, but it is not known if they. patronized the
other institutions. An issue of the York Gazette in 1796 made the
confident statement that “As schools were now opened ignorance
would be no lonver tolerated.”

In 1797 the Crown set apart over five hundred thousand acres of
land for the endowment of certain educational institutions, those
profiting by the grant being King’s College (or Toronto University),
the Royal Grammar School, Upper Canada College and the Central

~ School of Upper Canada (also known as the Church of England
National School).
In the July number of the U/ﬁper Canada Gasette of 1799 we

¥ Hodgm.s.
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~ find this information regarding the qualifications of teachers at that
day : o '

“We are happy in being mformed that no person will be coun-
tenanced or permitted by the Government to teach school in any
‘part of this province unless he ‘shall have passed an examination
before one of our commissioners, and receive a certificate from
~ under his hand specifying that he is adequate to the important task
of a tutor.

- We conceive this piece of mtelllgence hlghlv worthy of remark,
as it will, in a great measure, prevent the imposition which the
inhabitants of this country have hitherto experienced from itinerant
characters, who preferred that to a more laborious way -of getting

~ through life.
And, on the other hand, the rising generation will reap infinite
benefit from it, as it will tcnd to stimulate and encourage men, of
literary characters to make permanent residence among us.’

Ffom a book published in 1799, entitled a * Tour through

Upper Canada, by a Citizen of the United States,” we find that the
Government’s policy at that time was to exclude from teaching in"

Canada « schoolmasters from the btatcs lest they should ' instil-
'lepubhcamsm into the tender minds of the youth of the Province.”

In 1807 an act was passed to. establish a (:rammar School in

each of the eight districts into which the province of Upper Canada
\ns then divided. It was also provided that the sum.of A£1oo
should be paid annually to each teacher in these schools.

Although here and there -after the. war retired soldiers held
private classes for the younger children, yet no public schools of an
,elementary character were established until 1816.

. Dr. Hodgins’ explanation of the act* of that year may well be .

inserted here: “To the House of Assembly are we indebted for
the first step. being taken to found a systematic and intelligent
scheme of education for Upper Canada in providing for the

establishment of primary schools in the several townships of the -

Province. It took some years to accomplish this purpose, but at
length, in 1816 (nine years after the grammar schools were estab-*

lished), legislative provision was then first made for the establishment

and maintenance of comrmon schools in Upper Canada, and 46,000
($24,000), a large sum in that day, was annually granted for this

# ¢ Historical Sketch of Education in Upper Canada.™
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purpose, and ‘the law provided thatthe people were ‘to meet
together’ in any town, village or township, ‘to make arrangements
. for establishing common schools in such town, village or township,”

© . at each of which the attendance of pupils should not be less than

twenty. The law also ‘authorized~ that three ‘fit and . discreet
persons ’ should. be chosen trustees, who were to ¢ examine into the
moral character and capacity of any person willing to become a
teacher,” and appoint him. The trtlstee§ were further authorized to
make rules and regulations for their own schools-and select text
books from a list prescribed bya District Board. of Education, to
which they. were required to report. . The provincial allowance to
“each’school was in no case to exceed £25 ($100)—the “balance of
salary and contingent expenses had to be made up by subscriptions.”
No rate-bills or assessments for this purpose were, however,
authorized. . This law was considered as a tentative one, and also as_
" ‘an .experiment. .The operation of the act of 1816 was, on its
‘passing, limited to four years.” '
The Thorold people were quick' to -profit- by this' act, and by
‘1817 there'were nine public schools in the township. There -are
. now no official records “in existence by which we ‘may ascertain just
‘where these nine schools were 'situated. - The DeCew Falls school
is known to be one of the oldest, while Street’s school at St. Johns
(riow ‘used as a  grocery), Hoover’s "school near Centreville, and the
Wilkerson school  near Beaverdams were probably among those
established in 1817. ~ Anotheér was probably the old log school on
the Chippawa Creek. = = - TR '
The first ‘school houses were primitive log buildings with the
-desks ranged around -three sides' of ‘the room. The pupils were
seated facing the wall, for in those days very little attention was paid
to the thsical comfort of the young. The people had' to adapt
‘themselves to circumstances, and the boys and girls were considered
fortunate in having attention paid to their mental ‘development.
There were no inspectors to see that the light came from the proper
direction, or that- the seats were adapted -to the requirements of the
younger pupils, or even to make a-report upon -the quantity and
quality of the knowledge instilled into the youthful mind. Young

2
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children then sat all day long xx‘ith the light streaming in their eyes,

" and with no support for their backs. The seats were slabs, placed
with the flat side upwards and very unsteadily supported by wooden

pegs driven into their rounded surfaces underneath. Frequently a
little variety was created in. the day’s proceedings by the collapse
of these seats, which thus served a. good purpose in keepmg the
school from the deadening effects of mere mechanical routine.
In- many cases no doubt their ‘minds were really educated by
conscientious and enthusiastic -teachers, but often they were
considered as mere receptacles for a mass of unrelated knovﬂedge
In the small township schools, the first ‘masters were discharged

“soldiers who had served in the war of 1812. ‘\rIany of these taught )
very indifferently, but in occasional mstances we find that they

cultivated in their pupils an ardent. love for anthmetu, “ Your

sums, lads and lasses,” was the favorite command of one of these old

teachers at the Beaverdams school whenever he felt- that his supply
of learning in the other branches was falling short of the demand.

Books were exceedingly scarce in those days, and there was no

attempt made to have all the pupils use the same series. Cobb’s
and -Murray’s spelling books were both used. The Bible was the

“chief text‘book for reading. ~The ink used was made by the pupils .

themselves, usually from oak galls or soft maple bark ; the pens were

_ the old-fashioned  goose quills. The text-books were all printed
either in England or the United States, and in - geography and -
~ history, which were taught only to advanced pupils, a boy was -likely

| . - -
to know as much about Spain or. Italy as about his own province.

(;radually the.schools improved, with the general ‘progress of the

country.  Physical infirmity ceased- to be sufficient proof of a
teacher’s scholarship, and the disabled soldiers gave place to the

« peripatetic teacher,” who rarely stayed in any one school longer than

a term. Only a small proportion of the salary came from the
Government 0“rant,€0 the remainder had to be made up by subscrip-
tion. I)urmg the summer months the instructors were usually

-women, who recencd besides the grant, about $1.50 per quarter

from each pupx], while they “boarded around ” in the school section.
In the winter men were employed, but their salaries were larger,




158 ‘ HISTORY OF THOROLD

since they nearly. always charged each pupil a fee of $2.00 a -

quarter. - These ‘old-time pedagogues naturally made themselves
" as indispensable as possible in the more comfortable ‘houses,
but.in a populous district they often had no settled abode, as each
parent had ‘to give during the term only from three to five days’
board in addition to fees, asfa return for the tuition of each chiid
‘'sent to the school. ‘

The third class of teachers were Methodist divinity studeh_ts, and

these were insturn succeeded by instructors from the United States.

Then, when Upper Canada itself offered better facilipies for the train-
~ ing.of teachers, a law was passed enacting that none but British sub-
jects, either by birth or naturalization, should be employed in the

schools of the province. 1In fact, this had been one of the clauses of

the act of 1816, but it had been practically a dead letter. However,

with  a courtesy not often applied to alien laws at the present day, it

was officially announced that women fromn the United States should
not be excluded by thislaw.  Dr. Ryerson always allowed them to
teach in Ontario, if, upon examination by the local superintendent,
they were found to be sufficiently well educated. Afterwards a more

rigid and uniform system of teachers’ examinations practically "
P )

excluded all instructors but those trained in Canadian schools. .

In the ‘early days it was.natural that the township common
schools should offer fewer advantages to pupils than the better
equipped institutions in the towns and larger villages. Nevertheless,
occasionally some university.man or other person of wide -learning
found his way into the -backwoods, and there gave to the settlers’

children ovpportunities for culture that the pupils were quick to -

profit by. The work still lives, but often the name of the teacher
has been forgotten. Among- those who are still remembered in
Thorold township “are the Rev. W. Eastman, a Presbyterian
minister, George Bradshaw, A. Murray and J. Garner, while in later
days Walkden Mawdesley and James B. 1. Hilton were well-known

- teachers.

The first school house within the limits of what is now the town
of Thorold was built in 1820 on- Henry C. Ball’s land, east of the
Welland Railway track. The first teacher was a Mr. Rattray. The

N s
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-second school was built at the west of the town on the Keefer
property, and here Mr. Myers taught. A third school-was built on
the Grenville property in the centre of the town. Dr. Kirk was a
teacher here for a great many years. Mr. Horner, an- Irish teacher,

was in charge of the school opposite St John’s church for a long

time.

In 1823 a p’ul)lic library \\'as_est;\l)lished,in the south-western
corner of the township. It was supported by a yearly subscription

from the members. When hooks bécame cheaper, and* each family.

had better Opportunities for buying its own reading matter, this
nstitution graduall_\; died out. o

- Between* 1816 ‘and 1871 many acts were passed relating to
education, but miany of the changes made were merely experimental.

After the union of the two Canadas, acts respecting the common .

schoals were passed in 1841, 1843, 1846, 1847, 71849 and 1850. " In

1844 Dr. Egerton - Ryerson was made Superintendent of. Education

for Upper. Canada, and through his. efforts the foundations of the
present system were laid.  Through him a uniform system.of exami-
nations was established, and thus it was made necessary that children
in the out-lying country districts should be as well instructed as those
living within the limits of a city. o .

Until 1871 the township schools were .governed by a local

Superintendent.  Among those who filled that office in Thorold"

were Detxer D’Everardo, James Beatty, the Rev. Charles Walker
and Capt. -Radcliffe.

In 1847 there were fourteen schools-in the towmhlp—onl) five
more than in i817. The legislative grant was Ar1z1 17sh. 1d,
while the total salaries paid amounted to only £678 7sh. in that
year. . ¥ :

For some time the school section was allowed the option of

making up the teacher’s salary by adding .to" the Government grant

the fees charged for each pupil, or by taxing the rate-payers an
amount equal to the difference between .the Legislative grant and
the salary guaranteed. In the fall of 1847 a school convention was

" held in Kelly’s grove, just east of what is now Marlatt’s Uridge on

the old canal. A flag was put up. bearing the legend * Free
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schools, the poor :man’s right.” In the course of a speech Dr.
Ryer-son pointed to the flag and said: “When that system—free
schools for poor people—:——‘prevails throughout Canada, then will her
schools and her youth comparé favorably with those of any other land
on the earth.” That this prophecy has since been realized is, attested

by the awards made at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in

1876, and at-the World’s Fair at Chicago in 1893, when the Ontario

~system of education was declared to be the best in the world.
Through the choice allowed between fees and municipal aid, itis

impossible to state where the first free school in Canada was opéened,
but Beaverdamis claims that honor for School Section No. 2. As

. there were only a _fégv children in that section wealthy enough to pay

fees, consequently: the attendance was small, and the salary paid was

utterly inadequate as compensauon to a teacher of any ablllty what--

ever. In 1847 the trustees elected were-: Levi L. Swayze, Thomas

Russell and David Clark. These men, after devoting some study to

the school law, decided to use the power given them by making
education free to all in that-section. A petition was drawn up and

'signed by the rate-payers, asking permissién to tax themselves for

the support of the school. This was taken to the old 'Niagara coun-
cil, which at once granted 'the section permission to pass a by-law
taxing the property owners an amount sufficient to rake up the
teacher’s salary. The school was then made free to all.  An Ameri-
can teacher, Miss Janet Leet of Lockport, was engaged, and at the
next official visit of the local superintendent the school was pro-
nounced the best in the township. - ‘

The example set by Beaverdams must-soon have been followed

bv others, for the superintendent’s report for 1849 records two free
schools then e‘qstmg in Thorold. In that year eleven-thirteenths of
the children of school age were attendmg public and private schools.
The same report mentions a private school in the’ v11]age of Thorold,

- kept by Mrs. Peter Keefer. - . .

In 1854 the Roman Cathohc Separate School. in Thorold was
established, in accordance with the act passed in 1850.

In 1856 the Fonthill Grammar School, which was’ situated just

autside of the township, was established. The first trustees were :
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John Frazer, M.D., John' S. Price,.]ohn Scholfield, sen., Dexter

D’Everardo, ‘Whitson C. Moore and John B. Oxley.
years this was a ﬁounshmg institution- of learning, and many import-
ant teachers taught here, including a nephew of Thomas Carlyle.
In 1876 a new building was required, but the people of Pelham

- refused to fyrnish the amount necessary for . it, and therefore the
‘school had to be discontinued.

A very important school act was passed in 1871 by it the name
“Common School ” was changed to 'that of “ Public School,” and
the “Grammar Schools ” were designated “High Schools.” The

provisions‘are best stated in the followmg circular of the Ontario -

Education Department :

CHARACTI'R OF THE IMPORTANT ScHOOL LEGISLATION OF 1871.

The fifth and last series of conventions was held in 1869, and on

‘the results of the consultations and deliberations of these conventions,

Dr. Ryerson framed that crowning measure of his administration,

- which received the sanction of the Leglslature in 1871—twenty-one

“years after the ﬁrst great departure in school leglslauon——that of -

1850.
For the various ob]ects which he had recommended during the

years from 1850 to 1871, liberal grants were made by. the Legisla-

. ture.  The policy of the Government during those years was to
sustain Dr. Ryerson and to second his efforts to build up and -con-
solidate the system of public instruction "which he had taken such

pains to establish. The result was that our school system expanded. -

and grew i every direction, and became firmly rooted in the: affec-
tions of the people. In this way it came to be regarded as one of
the most successful and popular systems of educatioh on the conti-

nent. And yet, as I have shown, he was continually suggesting .

improvements in it, for he always held that there was room, as well
as necessity, for them.

School legislation, chiefly :in regard to- high schools and matters

of detail, took place at intervals during the intervening years, but it
-was in 1871 and 1874 that. the final legislation under Dr. Ryerson’s
auspices took place.  That-of 1871 was strikingly progressive and
took a wide range. That of 1874 was largely supplemental and

remedial. -

The Act of 1871 introduced into our school law for the first time
suome important principles, which, as yet, had not received legislative

sanction. . They were chiefly those which related, among others, to
the followmg matters :

schools

F or many .

Governmental, combined w1th improved loeal lnspectlon of
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2. A high and fixed standard of quallﬁcatlons for mspectors of

pubhc schools.
“The abolition of non-certlﬁed township supermtendents of

.schools, and the substltutlon therefor of duly hcensed county -

inspectors.

4.. The institution of simultaneous and uniforin examinations in
the several counties for teachers desiring certificates of qualification.
This prmcxple was soon extended to other examinations, including
. competitive examinations in counties, etc:

5. .The fixing and rendering uniform of a higher standard of
‘qualification for public and high school teachers.

6. Giving the profession of teaching a fixed legal status, and
providing more fully and equitably. for the retirement and united
support, by the. profession and the legislature, of worn out ‘or dis-
abled teachers. :

7. The establishment by law of a national systcm of free
schools.

8. Declaring the right by law, as well as the necessity, of every

child to attend some school, thus recogmzmg the principle of, and

providing for, *compulsory education.” .

9. Requlrmg, by law, that adequate school accommodation, in
regard to school house, playground and site, be provided by the trus-
tees, for all of the tesident children of school age in their localities.

1o. PrescrlbmJn more systematlc and practical course of study
for each of the classes in the public schools.

“11. Discriminating, by a clearly defined line, the course of study
in public and high schools respectively. '

12. Providing for the establishment and support of collegmte '

institutes, or local colleges.

13. Requiring municipalities to: maintain high schools and col-
legiate institutes, equally with the public schools, and as part of the
general school system.

14. Providing, at the option of the ratepayers, *for the substitu-
tion of township boards of education, in place of local trustee boards.

15. Authorizing the establishment of industrial scbools

Such were the main features of the comprehensive and progres-
sive School Act passed in 1871. In many respects it revolutionized
the existing state of things. It gave a wonderful impetus to the

schools, and to every department of school system—the effects of -

which we feel to this day.

“Thus it was made possible for every child to proceed as far as
“matriculation into any of the universities w1thout paying a cent for
his education. ,

. The first Inspector appointed for Welland County was James H.
Ball, M. A., who still occupies the position.

N
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Since 1871 no radical changes ‘have taken place in the township
schools. Those now in existence are : ’

School Sectlon number 2 (Beaverdams):

¢ 3 (Allanburgh).
4 (Port Robinson).

5 (on the Quaker Road).
6 (near the Hurricane Road).
; A 7. (commonly called the Bouk School)
Of the Union Schools: number 1 (at the Beechwoods) is sup-
ported by Thorold and Stamford Townships ; number 6 (at DeCew
Falls) is supported by Thorold and Grantham Those belonging to.
both Pelham and Thorold are :

Union Schodl number 2 (two miles West of Welhnd)
A ¢ “ 3 (at Fonthill). -
“ - “ 4 (at St. Johns).
“ “ ¢ 7 (in the North-western corner of
Thorold Township).
In the town of Thorold the Public School on the East side
* of the canal consists of four grades with four teachers employed,
while on the West side the staff c()'nsisvts of two teachers.. .. :The
Roman Catholic Separate School has a large attendance, the teach
ing being ‘done by Sisters of St. Joseph who are legally qualified.
TuoroLD HiGH SchooL. On the ,lzth of June, 1857, the
County Council of Welland passed an act establishing a Grammar
School in the village of Thorold.  The first Trustees were: the
Rev. T. B. Fuiler, D..D., the Rev. William Dickson, Jacob Keefer,
Iohn Brown, William Beatty and John D. Murray. Before the
establishment of this school Mr. Dickson had held classes™ for
instruction in the higher branches. o

“ B TR

At first the staff copsisted of only one teacher. - Latin was then
“considered the chief subject to be taught in a secondary school, and
consequently the pupils were chiefly boys, since the study of-the

classics was considered beyond the capability of the feminine intel-

lect. . The pupils ‘were not required to ‘pass any examination for
entrance, and for fifteen years ot longer the only test was the parsing
of a simple sentence in Engﬁsh and the solution of one or two
questions in fractions. These tests were applied by the Inspector to
all pupils enrolled between his halfyearly visits.
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The first master was the Rev. Alex. Dawson, B. A., who held his
classés in what is now the council chamber in the Town Hall. The
“school was then removed to rooms in the West side Public School.
The Rev. Donald 1. F..McLeod, B. A., who afterwards became a
son-indlaw of Bishop Fuller; was the second head master. He was
“succeeded by John McNeely, B A., an excellent scholar and teacher,
whose premature death was a great loss to fhe school and com-
~ munity. - Both Mr. McLeod and Mr. McNe%ly were graduates of
Trinity Umver51ty, Toronto, and the same collevc furnished the next
Principal, ]ames H. Ball, M. A. :
During Mr. Ball’s 7egime the school was particularly prosperous
It was not then brought into competition, as it is now, with the
wealthier neighboring institutions. The staff was increased and the

school was moved to a private house, opposite ‘St. John’s Church on :

Claremont street.  In 1869 there were five “teachers employed,
including those for special subjec_ts; such as book-keeping and paint-
ing. The Government grant was then the largest received by any
High School in the county. In 1871 Mr. Ball resigned to take the
posmon of County Inspector for Welland. »
His successor was William Houghton B. A a graduate of Trinity
Cdlleve, Dublin. The next head master was Alex. D. Cruikshank,
B. A., who was in turn followed by the Rev. Nelson Burns, M. A.

In Mr. Burns’ time the school was removed to the McKeague
building, >popular'ly known as “ the barracks,” on Pine street.

Soon after this removal it was found necessary to furnish the
pupils with better accommodatiors, and in 1875 the present site was
bought and a building erected at a cost of $6,goo. James Johnson,
M. A., and his daughter, Miss Johnson, conducted the school in the
new building for one year. Andrew McCulloch, M. A., was the next
Principal, and fie occupied the position for seventeen yéars, during
which time more than $500 was spent for books and scientific

‘apparatus. The first assistant. under Mr. McCulloch was Mr. Page,
who had taught for some time in the Fonthill High School. Suc-
cessive assistants were Mr. Wllson and Mr. Boddy. In 1884 H.
Halliday, B. A., was appointed teac“her of mathematics and . science,’

and during his time much good work was done. In the fall of 1887

|
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he obtained a posmon in Ottawa Colleglate TInstitute, bemg suc-
ceeded here by Alexander Campbell B. A, an honor graduate of
Toronto Umversxt) The next assistant was Thomas Jamieson,
B. A, a graduate of VlCtOl’la The present staff con51sts of :

A. W. Reavley, B. A (Toronto Umverslt)), Prmupal—-Modem

v Languages :
- T.'J. Walrond, Specrahst in Mathematlcs—Mathemaucs, Science

and Commercial work.
Miss Kate McLean, B. A. (Queen s Umverstty)——Classms

Among the former students of Thorold High' School who have -

brought honor to their a/ma mater are William McCleary M. P., who
represents the County in the House of Commons, and who has also

‘sat for one term in the local Legislature ; and P. S. Lampman, B. A.,

Secretary of the Law Society of British Columbia. =

The High School Board of Trustees at present con51sts of the

follow1 ng persons : . : .

Chairman—David Battle, representatne of Sepa>ate School

-Board.

. Secretary-Treasurer—William McClure, M. D g
Members—W. J:- Macartney, Thomas D. ‘McBride, Willi
Martm Rev. W. A. Cook, John H. Wilson (representatlve of \Public
School Board).
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CHAPTER XIV

* BoOks AND NEWSPAPERS

Thorold Pubhc Library. Founded in - 1858 as the Thorold Mechanics’ Institute.
_First officers.  Lectures delivered.” Re-organized in 1867.. Lectures
and debates. Means of raising money.  Large Government grants.
Mechanics’ Institite made a free library.  Present board of management.
Newspapers ,published in the township. Zhe Zhorold Advocate. No
local news.  7Ve Welland Herald, published for three months at Port
Robinson.  7he Thorold Gazette established. Reform in politics.  The
Thorold Weekly Chronicle foundéd.  The True Patriot. The Thorold
Mercury.  The jl{ermry merged into Zhe Welland Tribune in 1872.
T/ze Thorold Past :

!

.. The follovnng report in itself explams the founding of the
Thorold Public lerary

) Report of the Thorold Mechanics' Instltute, orgamzed the sth of
February, 1858, with one hundred and ten subscribing members :

President—Rev. T. B. Fuller, D. C. L.
1st Vice-President—Jacol» Keefer, Esq.
2nd “ —James Beatty, Esq.
‘3rd “ —]J. Dumbrill, Esq.
Treasurer— James Munro, Esq.

"+ Recording Secretary-—Sampson Hawthorn, Esq.
Corresponding Secretary—Walkden Mawdesley
Librarian—John G. Keefer, Esq.

And a Committee of Management of twelve members

The Library now contains three hundred and twenty volumes, ‘
. the four British. Quarterly Rev1ews, and Blackwood’s Edinburgh
Magazine for 1858.

During the past year five lectures were delivered before the
Institute, viz.: One on“Reading,” by the Rev. T. B. Fuller, D.C.L,,
one on “Glimpses of the Dark Ages,” by .the Rev. Burns, one
on “The Battle of Life,” by David Sharp Esq., one on * Canada,
Present and Prospective,” by J. D. Murray Esq., and one on “ Gold
, \Vorshlp,” by Dr. Thcophllus Mack.
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| FINANCES S
Recelpts from all sources for the past year -  $252 50
Expendlture for past year - - - 233 32
Balance in hand of Treasﬁrer i . $.20 18
Subscnptlons unpald and due Institute - - $15 0o
Liabilities, cotmstlng of unpald acc’ts. - 8 8o

' . \ . Signed, v

WALKDEN MAWDESLEY, < o : o

" Corresponding Secretary. - : o7

To Honorable P. M. Vankodghnet

Minister Burepu Agnculture. '

To the Board of Audit, |-

No record appears to have beén kept of any meetmgs after July
5th, 1858, but it is said that the Iqstltute “existed ” for two or three
years, ‘when, the receipts being insufficient to meet the running
expenses, it was closed for a few years, and during that time the

“Toronto. \

‘books were kept in the Town Hall. | : 4

In December, 1867, a reorga.mzigtlon took place, and a socxety

known as» "““The Thorold Mechanics’ Institute and Literary Club”'

- was formed, having for its objects f the diffusion of u,seful know-
ledge and “the mutual 1mprovemem of the members.” /

|

A Constitution was drawn up, cohsnstlng of 22 rules, or ’by—laws,
which appear to have been rigidly entorced. : s /’
Dr. Robt. Johnstone was electe Presndent For the [first few
" months the meetings of the club were held in the old Post Ofﬁce, which
was kept for that purpose by Iacob eefer. Afterwards | they were
held in the Town Hall; and during \Dr Johmtones term of office
a large number of debates, lectures, ete., were given by the members
at their weekly meetings. A monthly Journal was also edited by the
(‘Iul), and its ‘contents were read an dlscussed at each monthly
mcetmg The library was open one evening in the week.
In 1869 Mr. James Beatty was made President, and- served for

three years.

for the Library, and the first Government grant, of $100, was

In his time a great many new books were purchased

received.  The Library was moved to the H-endérshot block, where

ke
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it has remained till the present day. - Weekly debates and lectures
were continued all through Mr. Beatty’s term of office.

Mr. Beatty was s‘uc.c'e‘ede‘d in 1872 by the late Judge Baxtér, who'
acted as President up to the time of his death, a period of twenty- ‘

‘one years. During this long term a great many changes took place
in the. history of -the Institute. A large number of books -were

added, a reading room in connection with the Library was opened, )

night classes were held during the winter months, and the Library
was operi three nights’in-the week.

A great deal of money was raised by means Cof excursnons'
. festivals and theatrical. performances. ‘In those days Toronta was ' -
not so easily reached as it is now, and the Mechanics’ Institute’s -

~ Annual Excursion by the old steamer Enlerprise was an event of the
summer, and was patronized by the town generally, as were also the

annual strawberry festivals, which were held on Judge - Baxter’s

grounds, and, the frequent theatrical entertainments. ° Then the
Institute had its palmy days, and its financial - standing. was so
good that the Government grant amounted to $400 yearly. It

may be said that : a great deal of its success at that time was due to g

the zeal and energy of the President, Mr. David Sharp, Mr. .James
Dale, and .others, who were indefatigable in their efforts to increase
‘the funds. Gradually, however, their means of raising money
becoming more common, the receipts suffered in cpnsequénce ; and

the grzi’nts being ‘thus reduced,'it became more difficult to raise' .

money. - S S

Mr. Chas. Munro acted as- secretary and Mr S. Cleveland as
librarian for a-number of years during this-term.

Mr! A. McCulloch, M. A,, was elected President i in 1893 “In his

~ term the lerary building was enlarged and a number of new books
~were added.- On his removal from town in 1895 Mr. T. E. Simson )

was made President,-and in October of that year a'petition

" from the Mechanics’ Institute to the Town Council *to take over and

adopt the Mechanics’ Institute dccording to an act to amend -and
" consolidate ' the " acts respecting - Free. Libraries and Mechanics’
" Institutes, etc.” ~This the Town Council did, and: the old
Mechanics’ Institute is now a Free Library, and is open to the

[
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public on every week mght for nine months in the year, and three
.nights a week durlng the three summer months.

There are at present on the shelves over 5,000 volumes, of
history, travels, biography, etc., besides a number of books of
‘reference - for ‘the use of students and others, while on the
tables in the reading rooms may be seen the leading daily and
vseekly papers and .all the weekly and monthly periodicals, fashion
magazines, etc. :

Mrs. Garden the ‘present hbranan, was appomtg:d in 1886 and
has therefore filled the position for nearly twelve years. _

Itis_a fact worthy of notice that Mr. W. T. Fish has been a

member of the Board of Managemient since the first Mechamcs

Institute was organized in the year 1858

The present Board of Management consists of the folIoWing. -
'members T. E. Simson, chairman, D. J. C.>Munro, Rev. P. L.

Spencer, A. W. Reavley, E. P. Foley, James Battle, \V T. Fish and ‘
D. E. Millar. . :

NEWSPAPERS. "Seven newspapers have been in existence at-
diffetent times in the tow nship, and of these six have been published

“at. Thorold.  The first was. the 77 Hhorold Adzzom?’; amz' Welland

County Intelligencer, whlch was 1ssued weekly by A. Dinsmore. The _
first Aumber made lts ‘appearance in August, 1849. Its motto was
¢ Measures; it men,’ and the address was somewhat lengthily stated *

w_as Thorold, Niagara District, Canada West. -The price was 1osh.

currency ($2.00), when paid in advance, but subscribers who delayed
the payment were charged 12sh. 6d. No local news was given'

_at that time, and we can judge - the state of affairs in ’e
“village only from the advertisements. In these, Buffalo, Merritts-

ville, Chxppawa g'ﬁd Fonthill ‘were also well, represented Among
the more’ lhterestmg reading wmatter we find letters from a Thorold
man who had ‘gone to the California gold mines. . '
———1In_1852 the  Welland Herald made its appearance at Port

. Robinson. It was  published-in_the interests of Duncan McFarland,

the Reform candidate for Parliament in that year. The Herald was =

issued for only three months, as its usefulness was ended as soon as
the elections were over.
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In June of 1854 the Zkorold Gazette was established by John
D. Murray. It was Reform in politics, its motto being: * The
- only guarantee men can have for good government is their power to
. exact it ; and the foundation of that power iéfknO\vledge.?’ Through
the warmthoof its political views we sometimes find ‘it "embroiled in
" quarrels with the old Zovronto Leader and other Conservative papers
of that day. The Gazette also ontits all mention of local news, but
. touches on several topics of general interest. Among the more
important items is an extract from ‘the Olympia Pioneer and
"Democrat, 'déscribing ‘the gold fields on Vancouver Island,- and
published in the issue of May 12th, 1858. Another number of the
same year contains an account of the emancipation of a slave at -
Chatham—no uncommon act at that fime, but one that always
brought down the wrath of the Southern papers upon Canada. As
serfdom had been abolished in Upper Canada in 1792, the slaves
brought into the country by Southern gentlemén on their travels
were always seized here and made free. In those days not every
family subscribed fora Toronto daily paper, and therefore items such -
as these formed a necessary portion of “the local journals. In 1862
the Gazette was merged into the St. Catharines Post.

On the first of August, 1‘é60, G. W. Hopkins founded the
Thorold Weekly Chronicle and Welland County -Advertiser. *‘ The
sun shings for all” was the motto used by the Gazette's rival. The
primary object of the C/ronicle was stated as “an earnest attention

to the local interests of the County and the Town.”- The paper was =

independent in politiés, but it lived only a short time.

In the fall of 1866, shortly after the Fenian Raid, the Thorold
True Patriot and Welland and Lincoln Reformer was founded by
John Grahame. It bore the legend : ¢ While we sing ¢ God save-the
~ Queen’ let’s not forget the péop[e.” The death of Mr. Grahame in
1870 caused the suspension of .this journal for six months. At the
end of that time John McGovern, who had bought the business,
issued -the paper under the new title of the 77 horold Mercury. .

The prospectus of the Mercury promised that it should advocate
+*“measures of progress, reform and a return to party government,”
* ¢ the opening up of the Crown Lands of the Dominion for immediate
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N sett]ement, ‘and the strengthening of “the bonds of ha'rmony which

~ unite this colony to Great Britain,” The Mercury lived. independ-

ently until 1872, when it was merged into the Welland T: ribune.
When left without a local newspaper-the people- began to feel

that the interests of the town should be brought more prommently v

.before the public, and an advertisement was inserted in the To
'~ daily papers, stating that Thorold was in need of a youméﬁ of’ z)ts
own. The McCay Bros. of Oakville profited by this annougcement,
and at once established here the Z%orold Post and Niagara District
- Intelligencer,” the-first issue of which appeared on May 24th; 1875,
Not long afterwards W. H. Bone became the editor and publisher.
From 1876 to 1883 he conducted the Post on mdependent princi-
ples, but in the latter year it became Conservative in politics. In

1885 the business was bought by John H. Thompson, who stiffs ~s
conducts the journal. It is again independent, and now contains- a ..

large amount of local news.
~ -
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.CHAPTER XV

MiLitary HISTORY- - .

List of the veterans still alive'in 1876. Those who went to the front in the

Rebellion of 1837. 'History of No. 2 Company. Names of men in Welland

Canal Field Battery in 1866. -The camp at Thorold. = Sir Garnet Wolseley
in command A Thorold representative.in the Northwest Rebelhon of 188s.
A Thorold man on the Bisley team in 1896,

® 3 .

. R e
{

. The name; “ United Empire Loyalists,” given to the. American
colonists-who were faithful to the British Government, might; with
equal’ propriety, be borne by the successive generations v&"h'o.have
made their home in this township. ~Of the original settlers, many
had served the King in the Revolutionary war, twenty -two having
belonged to B’htler s Rangers o

. When the people of the United States decided one mormng in.

1812 to ““come over and take Canada before breakfast,” the French,
German and British settlers in these provinces'at once dropped ‘all
their polltlca] dlﬁ'erences, and united ire the desperate effort to retain
British rule in the ‘colony. Several companies of the Lincoln Militia
were formed, but as no records have been preser»ed by local hlqtor-
ians, and as the official reports have never yet been properly
classified, it is impossible, to obtain a,complete list of all the Thorold

men who served at that tlme ‘That the harvests .for two or three .

years were reaped by the women and the old men is sufficient proof
that the townshlp was well represented at the front. A few of the
names of the active participants in the struggle are those of :

[N

Jacob H. Ball : Isaac Kelly . -
~ JacobI.Ball *. .~ . ) John Kelly. .
+ Capt. John DeCou - Lieut. Garrett Vanderburgh
Harmonius Vanderburgh Jacob Vanderburgh
" Peter Yocom - - Samuel Heaslip

George Turney . ) Capt, George Keefer

>

frs

. Men who served in the Revolutionary War. Thorold men in the War of 1812.
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Several of Robert Wilkerson’s- ~ Major Anthony Upper

. sons ’ Jacob Upper
“John Crysler * . - Hall Davis

Hugh Wilson - : - Jacob A. Ball

Thaddeus Davis S Lewis Clement

Hiram Swayze . Samuel Hopkms : ‘
Robert Lowry .. John Hill (kllled at Chlppa\\a)
Timothy Lowry - T Sumuel Kelley - .
‘George Marshall. James Heaslip -

A great mény of these soldiers belonged. to Col. ‘Clarke’s
Company, No. 2, Lincoln Militia. Most of them were in the

engagements at Queenston Heights and Lundy’s Lane. More than

once they were alléwed to go home to put ina crop, and were again
called from their agricultural duties by the sound of guns. Sucha

: 'v.armng of an approaching battle reached the ears of Hugh Wllson,

John Ciysler and Jacob Vanderburgh, who were working ‘on their

~farins near Allanburgh, on the 25th of July, 1814. Hastily: arming’

themsel»es, they ran all the way to Lundy’s Lane, reaching the spot

"~ in time to take part in the’ most sanguinary conflict of the whole war.

In many ways it was natural that such-hasty preparation should put
them at a disadvantage when. they reached the scene of battle.
Jacob 1.-Ball, who was an artilleryman, seized a flintlock musket

. and rushed to the Beechwoods when the sklrmlsh took place there.
" Three times he took aim at Chaprn but his musket only blazed. .
Afterwards, when a jurynian at the Niagara Assizes, he had an
~ opportanity of mentioning this occurrence to Chapin, who had come

over to give evidence in a case ; but the Major did not seem to bear

) _.,.any ill will against him for his good mtennons

George Turney’s fate at'the battle of Chippawa is thus described

‘m his™ father’s memorlal to Sir.John Sberbrooke the’ Gowernor
'(xencra]

'Ihcn, on the day of” the fatal battle of (‘hlppawa, my only

surviving son, the stay of my declining. years, George, fell nobly

contending for the honor and sacred rights of his King and country ;

“he fought under the command of General Riall in capacity of Cap- .

tain of Militia, leaving me forlorn. and: disconsolate, but I-gave him
up s freely as the t:& of, nature will admit. X

Major Upper had received his, promotion from Gen. Brock.
-Jacob A. Ball was tgken prisoner by the Americans and kept in
the United States for two years. -

Ry
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In 1876 the Dominion Government presented $20.00 to each of
the surviving veterans of the war of 1812, as a slight recognition of
“his service in the British cause, Those who received the testimonial
in this township were : Thomas, Allanburgh ; Louis Clement,
Thorold ; Samuel Heashp, Port Robinson ; Mqtthxas Iampman,
..Thorold ; and Peter Yocom, Thorold.
In 1837 not a few of the men in this township were in sympathy
© with theyvreforms advocated by. William Lyon Mackenzie, but when
the Patriot leader attempted to have these political questions decided
by force of arms, they at once declared themselves on the side of the .
Governmeént. . Of those who \\ent to the front the following names- . =
“have been obtamed

Major Anthony Upper o ,Rohert Coulter Py
Captain George Keefer %= . John Keefer
Daniel Williams ,:,Alexander Christie’

L

Munson Church o Turney N )
Garrett Vanderburgh : Daniel Grenville
‘ Samuel Swayze. = . - Hugh James
e Dﬁrihg the Rebellion some of Sir Allan McNab’s men were

quartered it the Upper stone-house nedr Allanburvh “and also in
the house at present occupled by Mr. James Upper.

- Two compames of-the 1g9th Battalion, besides a body of Home
Guards, have been in existence at Thorold at different times. In
1862, o“mo to the .excitement caused by the Trent affair, No.A5‘
company of the Lincoln militia was formed, with a total strepgth of
igty-six.  John McDonagh was gazetted Captain on December

19th;*i862, Lord Monck signing. his commission. The other
officers  were; John McDougall, 1st Lieutenant; John McNutt,

" Ensign ; Swvélahd,_Color Sergeant; C. A. Cleveland, J.

Morley and Willia 'Campbe]l Corporals. * - This organization ' ) _
existed until 1865, when a new regulation, requmng officers to J
attend the Military School,\caused the retirement of Capt. - Mc-
‘Donagh, and ﬁmlly brought about the disbanding of his command.
Y In. 1864 No. 2 company of Volunteers' wds organized, with
 George Ba)%ter as Captain and Hugh. James as 1st Lieutenant. Mr.
Baxter who was afterwards- County Judge of Welland, was himself

the son of a British officer. In 1866 Lieut. James received his
. ‘ : s .

B
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commission as Captain of the company, and held that rank at the

front during the Fenian Raid.

- . ~ The following is the llst of the members of this company who
: were calted out for active service in 1866-7

Captam Hugh James
1st Lieut. 'Binley Benson
Sergt. Henry Baker

C?f

- William Martin

175
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James Mawdesley

George Turner

Sergt. Robt. Cowling
.Sergt. James L. Taggart
Corporal John Pew
Corporal Wm. Winslow -
Corporal Peter Steep
Bugler Thos. Shea .
Band Master Jameés Weeks
George Weeks (band)
Stephen Bradley
Henry Boyd
John Burley
. Frank Brown -
Price Brown

George Newman - Sy
William Orr :
Alex. Philips '
George Rymer
James Raynard
Robt. Robertson .
W. S. Smyth ‘ . "
Johnson Woeods . s
James Wilkinson
Alex. Williams

. Jonathan McNally

- James Snyder
George Grenville

Abrabam Brennan Patrick Steep : e
John Brennan - Wm. White v S R
Rpbt. Bradley Archie McPhie . SN

John Booth ‘George Galbraith
Henry Carter

Isaac McMann
, E David Dale. - S Jacob Breams -
James Dale ' Lachlin Carter
~ James Dougherty W. 1. Shannon
Arthur Griffiths Charles Harcourt
" David Gritfiths John Green
Isaac Holdsthh Charles Ball ]
Alex. Hoover Mathew Henderson
Frank,H‘artley Ben. McElroy

Total—55 men and bugler.

In 1866 also, ]‘ohnv \’Icljonagh Dr. R ] Johnstone, A.
.” Schwaller, Frank Dorris and others fomed themselves into a Home °
Guard to protect the village of Thorold from the rumored advance
. of the Fenians. Until all fear of the Fenians was over the Home
. Guard paraded through the village from night until mommg ‘ ’ i
In 1866, at“the time of the Fenian Raids, No. 2 Company of « \
Thorold, and the Welland Canal Field Battery of Port Robinson : \ A
.. both were. ordered to the front. The work done" ‘by ‘the artlllery has _' . " ‘ (R
already been described in the account of the Fenian Raids, but it ‘

PR
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served on that memorable occasion.

-may be well here to enumerate the members of the Battery, who

It is a matter of regret that

-the list given below does not contain.the maccesmble names of one

or two men who ]omed the Battery the day before the action :

Capt. R. S. King, M. D.
1st Lieut. A. K. Scholfield
2nd Lieut. C. B. Nimmo .
Sergt. Major Richard Boyle
Sergt. Thomas O'Neill . '
Sergt. Gideon Grisdale - ‘
Sergt. Wm. Reavley
- Sergt. Thomas Sowersby
Corporal Jas. H. Boyle
Corporal Vilroy McKee,
Corporal Stephen Beatty

_ - Farrier I. Pew
Bombardier T McCracken, R. A

(drill instructor)

Joseph Reavley
Patrick Roach

John Bradley L i

- John Harveston
William Broom
Jonathan Hagar
James Coleman
John Carr
Henry Higgins .
Emerson Peart

~ William Cook

-~ Jacob Garner
Robert Offspring
Chas. Campbell
‘Searle Radcliffe

Jas. R. Boyle

' Nelson Higgins

Richard Higgins - '
Robert Thomas S

‘Henry Cole

Zacharias Lawrence
Samuel: Dickenson

- Isaac Dickenson

Maurice Weaver

John T. Boyle

‘Samuel Cook

John Waters

Reuben” Mosier

P. H. Morin :

Fergus Scholfield

Edward Armstrong .
Robert Armstrong

Benj. Baker

- John Graybill-

William Clarke
Edward Bradley -
Robert Grisdale
‘Geo. A. Jordan
John Croak*

" Jas. G. Boughner*

A. W. Reavley*
Geo. Weaverf
Thomas ‘Goodt -
Wm. Hannat .,

On the 17th of August, 1866, another raid- bema feared a cqmp
~ .was made at Thorold, as that was considered the best strategxc B
\‘ posmon being near the Welland and" the Great Western railways, at
“aconvenient distance from the frontier, close to the:canal, and yet a

- place from W the force could easily reach any threatened point .
_between. Pmt%and\.l’\oit Colborne.

The rtoth Royals and T

* These wereat Limeridge.

ey

—
—

t These were sailing on the lakes.at the time of the attack “and"~on. reaching

“Chicago learned that their corps had:been engaged at the front.
.captain, at.their request, permitted them to join the Battery at once.

Thereupon their.. . ’
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Col. Denison’s Company, the Governor-General’s Body Guard
(which, by the way, has always been commanded by a’ Denison),
came from Toronto to Port Dalhousie-at the opemng of the camp,
and then on to Thorold.” The Body Guard was at once ordered to '

- Chippawa, to picket the Niagara River from that point to Fort Erie

and around to Ridgeway, where its right flank was posted. From
that day until the 6th of October this formed the outpost for the

.camp at Thorold

The camp itself consrsted of 2000 Volunteers, as well as seVeral
companies of British Regulars, and lasted for'about six weeks.  The .

tents were pltched at the west of the town, chiefly within John

Keefer's fields. Col. (afterwards Lt. Gen.) Peacock was in com-

. mand for the ﬁrst day, and: after that Col (now Lord) Garnet

Wolseley was in command. :

The first volunteers reached: the camp on the "24th of August,
among them being the Queen’s Own, and the 13th Battalion of
Hamitron. These two regiments were addressed- by the Adjutant
Geneval of Militia, who came from Ottawa for-the express. purpose

‘of encouraging them after their trying ordeal at Ridgeway. Every ]
week 2,000 fresh troops were put through the routine of camp life, ..

so that nearly all the volunteer regiments of Upper Canada put in
their annual drill at Thorold, in company with Her Majesty’s
Regulars. .Among the latter were a wing of the 16th Regulars, G

‘Battery of the Royal Artil]ery (Col. Hostes’ Battery), some Cavalry

and Col. Arthur Williams ‘with his regiment. The 16th Regzment

~which bore no honors on its colors, was then popuhrly known as the -

k8 Peacemakers, as it had not been in any engagement for two .

hundred’ years, having al“ays arrived too late for baitle. G Battery, . -

commonly known. as thef “Grey Battery,” from® the color of the’
horses, ‘had been all through the Crimean war, and had also se’rved
in’ quellmg the-Indian Mutiny. o ~ '

As Col. Denison’s troop patrolled the Niagara Rner during the
six or seven weeks that’ the camp was maintained, Colonel \Volseley.
expected that this corps ‘would give instant wammg if any attack
should .occur. Therefore, the companies in c.lmp were compara- ’
tively free from responsﬂmhty Once a week a sham battle took
phce ! . )
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That Thorold mud bore as bad a reputation then as now is

.evident from a description of it given in the Memorial Volume of -

/Upper Canada College. The camp is thus described :

During the summer following the Fenian Raid a mili“tary camp
was formed at Thorold; and the Upper Canada College Rifles united
with the University Company to form one corps. ~The battalion was

landed at. Port Dalhousie and marched through St. Catharines to.

the breezy field on the top of the mountain where the Tenth Royals

and the Thirteenth from Hamiiton were already pitching their tents. -

Here the boys again distinguished themselves by their light-hearted

. endurance of discomforts that would have well-nigh caused a mutiny

- amongst regulars. The ground' was rough and- hard—-cattle had

~evidently roamed freely over it when the soil was moist. -One -had
to select carefully for his couch the precise spot whose physical. -

.geography was most nearly complementary to the angularities of the

- human anatomy. The last duty every evening was a field study of -
* the-relations’ between geology and osteology. - When it rained, the

clay betrayed a most tenacious attachment to boots often ill ‘suited

to such rough usage. The camp arrangements were of the most’

imperfect character. Plain rations, however, were abundant. One

~of our number betrayed extraordmary talents in the culinary line, and

no * Irish ” or “Boston ” stew can ever obliterate the memory of his’
achievements. No coffée and butterless bread ever tasted sweeter

than that partaken around our tent pole every morning. The air was

pure and _bracing, and the drill just enough to make us forget all our
discomforts in dreamless s]eep Every one heard with regret the
orders to break up camp. ‘To this ‘day pleasant memories. linger
around the old camp ground.- As illustrating the spirit of the boys,

I ‘may mention that it leaked out "one evening that a general alarm
was to be sounded during the night to test the promptitude with
which the Volunteers could respond. We determined that, for the
honour of our corps, we should be the first on parade. Not one

remOved his uniform that night when he lay down. The covering .

sergeant slept in his boots and- cross- -belt, with. his rifle by his side.
"To our great astonishment and chagrin, the sun was shining brightly
when we awoke at rever/le. . .
Durmg the construcuon of the new canal No 2 Company was
often called out to suppress the frequent riots that took place.
After the Fenian invasion, No. 2 Company was. made a part of

“the 44th Battalion.  In 1888 Capt James retlred, and was suc-

ceeded by’ Capt. Wﬂham Monro. In 1895 the Company was

“‘disbanded, and since that time T horold has po%sessed no mlhtary

orgamzatlon whatever
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In the Riel Rebellion of 1885 :Tho_rold had but pl_ié represeﬁta-

‘tive, R. P. Dougan, who was in the University Company of the

Queen’s Own Rifles. On his return the town gave him a reception. -
In 1896 Lieut. D. J. C. Munro of Thorold was a member of the
Bisley team, and won five individual prizes, amounting to A1

~138h. 6d., the most important of which ‘was one of A48 for the
“Queen’s Match. To be qualified to enter the first stagé' of ‘this

match was cons_ideréd a great honor, for only the first -hundred were
eligible, out of eighteen hundred - competitors. ‘Lieut. Munro
received the Queen’s Badge and 420 additional as his share of the
“team ” prizes.’ - : C
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" At Thorold, Port Robinson, Allanburgh Beaverdams .

© Officers for 1897

l.on(,m AND SOCIFTIM

Lists of first officers.
Notes of 'interest. RS

TuoroLD Div,,

No 90 Soxs oF IF'\IPERM\ICF

The present Dmsnon of the Sons of Temperance is an outgrowth
~ “of an older organization known as. ‘Hydraulic DlVISlel‘l, No. 9. It is
. impossible to tell much about:this earlier lodge. Its" minutes begin

* July 2oth, 1850, and“end July 16th, 1861. Among its prominent

members were :

Rev. Jo(h‘n_. Potts, James H. Beatty, Bernard Ball,

George McArthur and -John Grenville. Mention is made of a
lecture given by J. B. Gough of Adelphi Division.

On the 20th of Februarv, 1874, it was re-organized as Thorold - -

. Division No. 9o, which stx) survives.

The preliminary me¢tmg> are
not recorded. o :

‘The ﬁrst oﬁ‘icers were :

Worthy Patnarch—'Andrew I-_Iardle.
Worthy Associate—Charles Cameron. . '
Chaplain—Rev. J: S. Clarke. . : )
Recording Scribe—William Ling.
Associate Recording Scnbe—Mlsc Lucy NICCOnachxe
Past Worthy Patriarch—H. D. Watkins.

~ Financial Scribe—William McCleary.
Treasurer—John H. Wilson: ‘
Conductor—Thomas Horner.
Assistant Conductor—George ‘Darker. ' et
Inside Sentinel—Alfred Clarke. ’ ) ’
Outside Sentinel—John Grenville.

The. charter is dated February” 1oth, ‘1874, and is signed l‘)y:
Thomas Wehster, Grand- Scribe, and Georoe ’\/IacLean Rose, Grand
Worthy Patriarch..

“Altogether about six hundred persons ha\e heen memhers of the '
: Dmsmn at dxﬁ'erent tlmes
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The presont officers are : ' :
W. P.—Jas. Hilton. .~ Chap. —-‘V[xss E Thompson

W. A.—Mrs. Hilton. - - ~ Con.—Miss M. Cook. .
. © R.S.—Miss.J. Thompson. . A C-—Miss J. ’[aggart
A. R. S.—Miss A. Jones. I. S.--L. Bessey.
F. S.—Miss H. Cook . O. S.—E. Thompson. .
Treas.—Mrs. Hilton. ' Oruamst—Mﬁs] T hompson

A\CIENT ORDER OI- UN[TED \VORI\MEN PORT ROBINSON

Ata meetmg held in Coulter’s Hall, Port Robinson, on Novem-
‘ber 21st, 1879, Deputy Grand Master Penmngton and A. B. Cook,
M. D., of Welland, instituted Charity Lodge, No. 45, A: 0. U. W.

The following persons were the first members and ofﬁcers

. ~ Past Master Workman—--Hugh Park M. D.
'« Master Workman—Wm. H. Andrews.
l*oreman——Daud Elliot.
_Overseer—James N. Sowershy..
Recorder—Isaac E. Hunt.
Financier—Matthew Wise.
Receiver—James McCoppen.
Guide—George P. Johnson.
Inside Watchman—Wm. Ross, sen.
Outside Watchman—Robert Stark, sen. B
Trustees—- Robert Stark, sr.; Wm. Ross sr.; James McCoppen. * .

One hundred dollars ‘was paid for the charter on the night of
organization. The meetmge werc held on each’ alternate Friday ‘

. . evening.-

In 1879 the Grand Recorder \ms M. D. quder St. Thomas,
Ont., and the Grand Master Workman was: E. M. Porter.
The following are the officers for. 1897 :

. M. W.—Robert Rose. " 'R.—George Stark. .
Foreman—Wm. Camp. LW —Harmon Kottmeire.
Overseer— James Smrk .- O. W.—Robert Stevenson.
Guide——George Ross. : .G. L. R.—C. B. Benne&.

Fin. and Rec —C. B. Bennett

During the ’ lchteen years of the Socmt) s existence Chanty'
i.odge has lost only one member by death. A number have with-_
drawn from ‘membership, and a few others have Jmned the Iocloc
The present member%hlp is t\\entv eight.
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LovaL ORaNGE LopnGE No. 519, PORT ROBINSON

The warrant for the organfza}ion of the lodge at Port’ Robinson

was given in 1856 -to William H. Bell by George T. Allen, (_}rand' : -

Master. The warrant is countersigned by John Wilson, County
Master. : '
The officers elected in 1856 werc : ,
- Master—William Bel] - R S.—Joseph Reavley
D. M.—G. A. l)arb) <" ‘Treas.—Thomas Smith.
The committee was composed of Messrs. Campbell, Shafer,
Radcliffe and Ostrander. :
The following are the officers for 1897 :

W. M.—R. A. Smith. ~ F.'S.—James N. Hansel. -~
- D. M.—Donald Sharpe. . .T'reasurer—William Booth.

‘R. S~—Hiram Young. D. of C.—John Mulholland.

Chaplain—Robert Kemp. - Lect.—Charles Misener.

‘The committee is composed of Isaac Pew, George Misener,
George Jones and John Smith.

CANADI/\N ORDER OF CJ—_IQSEN FRIFNDS, PorT Rosmsov

. Jubilee Council, No. 3, Canadian Order of Chosen Friends, was

organized by W. G. Thompson of Humberstone on Dec. 15th, 1887,
with a membership of thlrteen, the following bemg elected officers
for.1888:

Past Councﬂlor—Hugh Park, M. D.

Councillor—George Ross.

Vice-Councilior—Andrew Hamllton

Recorder—Miles M. Misener. BN

Assistant Recorder—George Stark. -

Treasurer—C. B. Bennett.

Prelate—John Britt. 5

Marshall—Wm. H. Belh,%

‘Warden—Wm. Grisdale,*

Guard—Jonathan 1. Bradfield.

-Sentry—Charles Moyer. '

Medical Examiner—H. Park, M. D. g -
,Trustees—]ames McCoppen, Andrew Ha'mlton, Wm. H. Bell

In 1887 Wm. H. Montague was Grand Recorder, which office

he still holds. * James H. Dixon of Hamilton Council, No. 1; was
the ﬁrst Grand Counmllor for the Order of Chosen Fnends

[
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The motto of the Order is ““Aid and Protection.” . '
No deaths have taken place in Jubilee Council since organization. -

"It has now a membershlp of 32, and the following are “the oﬁ‘icers
- for 1897:

Councillor—Wm. Grisdale. .
Vice Councillor—Thomas S. Kea\le)
Marshall—Richard Young.
Warden—George Ross.
Prelate—Andrew Hamilton.
Recorder—Wm. Everingham.
‘Treasurer—C. B. Bennett.

. Guard=<Lattimer Grisdale.
Sentry—George Offspring.

-~ Representative to Grand Council, 1897—(-eorge Stark Past :

Councxllor

INDEPENDENT ORm:R oF Goop. TEMPLARS, PorRT RoBINSON -

On September 1st, 1854, an orgam/,atlon was formed in. Port
Robmson under the ausplces of the -Independent Order of Good
'lemplars : o

The charter members were: Thomas Sowersby, Jacob Garner,
= ~Daniel Young, Robert: Wallace,- Freelove -Wallace, Adaline Young,

Robert Coulter, John Brown, jJéhn Bell, John Elliott, Pheebe J.

. Elliott, E. M. McCoppen, Thomas Wigg, Maria Malloy, George
- Carrick, William Marshall, William Carl, Leonard M. Matthews,

John Saunders; Annie E. Matthews, Susan Clark, Pheebe L. Mal-_

the\w, L. M. ’V[atthe\\s, jun.
The first officers were :

\Vorth) Chief Témplar—L: M Matthews. .
Vice Chief Templar—Adaline Young.-
¢ . Chaplain—John N. Elliott. .
‘Secretary—Robert Coulter. ‘ -
Assistant Secretary—John Brown. o
Financial Secretary— Daniel Young.
Treasurer—Mrs. Annie E. Matthe\\q
Marshal—Thomas Sowersby. -
Deputy Marshal--Mrs. Phoebe Elliott. -
Inside Guard—Maria Malloy.
Qutside Guard—Jacob Garner. .
Right Hand Supporter—Mrs. Freelove Wallace.
- I.eft Hand Supporter—MTrs. ‘Susan Clark.
‘Organizer—Isaac P. Wilson, acting Deputy.
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. This lodge was formed in the Division room of the Sons of
Temperance For four years the meetings were held there, and
then a hall was built for the organization on the Crowland.side of
the Chippawa River, It was known as_Safe' Guard Lodge, No. ‘40,
1. 0. of G. T. About fourteen years ago it ceased to exist, :
At one time there were lodges of the same order at Allanburgh,
Beaverdams, Fonthill and St.” John’s West. The last Welland
County lodge of the Good Templars was held at Beaverdams -about

fifteen years ago. W. D. Misener then acted as. County Chief )

Templar

o

PorT ROBINSON DIVISION, No. 86 Sons OF TEMPERANCE

This is the oldest temperance orgamzatlon in the to\\{nshlp,\.;,,,,

* having been founded in 18350, as the outcome of an address on the

subject, made by a Methodist minister who had come in from
Chippawa for the purpose. Eighteen charter members -constituted

-the original body, and -of these Robert Coulter and Thomas
. §owersby are the only ones still connected with. the socnety The

other members were :

Robert Elliott Willlam Marshall
John Bell' John Dorrington
John P. Abbey = - L. M. Matthews
, James E. Abbey ‘ ~ James Vanalstine
William Roberts Joseph Stark
Thomas Baker - ; John Griffith
John Bruce . - William Emerick
Jacob Gainer . William Elliott

At its founding the order was open only to men, but afterwards
the laws were so amended as to allow * lady visitors ” to attend, but

for a long time they had no voice in- the proceedings. At a later -

date they wefe admitted to full membership. 1In its long life
this society has had many hundreds of names on its roll, and over
one hundred' members have met at some meetings. The original
officers were : ‘

Worthy Patriarch—Thomas Baker.

Recording Scribe—John Dorrington.”

. Treasurer—Robert Elliott. :
Chaplain—Jobn Bell. ‘ : "

",[
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. 3
For many years in succession the office of treasurer was held by
Robert Misener, while David Misener has discharged its duties for

the last twenty, years, and for the same length of time Robert Coulter. ...

has been financial scribe. On the forty-seventh anniversary of the
division the" followm\ﬁicérs\\ were elected :

Worthy Patriarch—George W. Terreberry.
* Worthy Associate—Mrs. G. W. Terreberry.
Recording Scribe—Melvin B. Misener.
Assistant Recording Scribe—Harry I‘erreberry
. Findncial Scribe—Robert Coulter.
Treasurer—David Misener.
Chaplain—Mrs. M. B. Misener. . . ’
Conductor—Miss Nancy Webster. ‘ )
Assistant Conductor—Miss Clara Webster
Inside Sentinel—Fred. Misener.
Outside Sentinel—Samuel Webster.
-Past Worthy Patriarch-—Charles White.
Organist—Miss Rebecca Jackson.

In its earlier d"lys the Division met in the old school-house, and

_afterwards, by a strange turn of affalrs Aif mO\ed to an old hotel across

the canal. Still later the meetings were held in Me Coulter’s house,A
until,-in 1868, a hall was built. - T'wenty-one years afterwards, this
building was burnt, and all the documents and other property of the
society were destroyed. The meetings were then held in the Metho-
dist church for a time, until the hall was rebuilt, whep the Division

- returned to its old quarters.

CouRrTt. PorT RoBINsON, No. 661, CANADIAN ORDER OF FORESTERS"

This lodge was organized in C. B. " Bennett’s hall, on the 17th of -
November, 1896, under a dmpensatlon granted by the ngh Court
at Brantford. -

J .
The charter members and first officers were::

High Chief Ranger——loseph Heslop. -
Past Chief Ranger—\W. Cicerb Bennett.
Vice Chief Ranger—William Lynch.
Recording Secretary—William Happel.

- Financial Secretary—Felix Lapler
.Court Deputy—H. Park, M.
Senior Wood\\ard—l)xlly Bell
Junior Woodward—Alfred ]ackson
Senior Beadle—]. C Bell.
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Juniof Beadle—Oscai'yEve.ringham. AR
" . Examining Physician—H. Park, M. D.
- Chaplain—William Steverison. N

’I‘Bé oﬂiceré elected for 1897 are : '

‘High Chief Ranger—Joseph He510p B

/ ‘Past Chief Ranger—W. Cicero Bennett. S T— )
Vice Chief Ranger—J}.-C. Bell. o
Court/ Deputy—H Park, M. D. ~ -

- Financial Se ary and Treasurer—W C. Bennett. .

Senior Beadle—Charles Johnson.
- Junior Beadle—Felix Lapier.
- - Senior Woodward—Dilly Bell.’
" Jun o1 Woodward—James Thomas.
: ’Guards—G W. Theal and R+ Upper
'Chaplam———\’Vﬂham Stevenson. .

MyrTLE Lopc, No. 337, A. F. anp A. M.

The Masons of Port Robinson were organized - on the 11th of -
January, 1876, with the following as officers for the year:

Worshlpful Master—Wm. H. Bell.
. Senior Warden—Robert Coulter. -
Junior Warden—Stephen Beatty.
. Secretary—C. B. Bennett.
- Inner Guard—John B. Bennett. .
- Senior Deacon—Dilly Coleman. .
- Tyler—Thomas Hutchmson N

The lodge is now in a ﬂounshmg condmon, the oﬂ‘icers choeen
for 1897 being-:

) Worshlpful ’\/Iaster—(, B. Bennett.
Senior Warden—Oscar -Anderson. = -~
Junior Warden—Willjam Camp.
Treasurer—George Ross.
Secretary—William Robertson,
Chaplain—Thomas Sowersby
Tyler——Robert Stevenson:

There are now twenty-seven members on the roll but the lodge.

has been larger in former years.

C e -

"‘-.,MOUNTAIN LobGe, A. F. anD A. M., TueorROLD

/' In _186:) twenty-two p‘eréons, several of whom ‘had alreédy been|.

7
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associated with the Masonic lodge at St. Catharines, petitioned the
Grand Lodge’ for a charter for Thorold. The first officers were :

W. M.—John Dale.
Senior Warden--R. J. Johnson.

* Junior Warden—James Lawson. o
Treasurer—John McDonagh.
Secretary—Hugh James.

Senior Deacon—\William Fields.
Junior Deacon—William O. Cowan.
Director of Ceremonies— Arthur Garden.

‘ ~Inner Gu'ard-—Martin'}amie’son.',

Tyler—George . Smith.

The Worshlpful Mastels for the years since 1869 have been :

1870.  John Dale . 1884.‘ Alex. Summers
N, © 1871. James Lawson " 1885. John Dale - oy
- 1872.° William Fields .. | 1886. John Morley ‘
— g © 1873. William Orr Cowan 1887.  Alex. McClenchy
7 1874 John Dale ' r888. Roderick Campbell.
1875. . James Arnold - 1880. « :
1876. George McFarland 1890. “ -
1877. Cow 1891. P. S. Middough
'1878. Wm. M.. Hendershot 1892. s ‘
1879. W. J. Macartney 1893. James McGill
1880. William W inslow 1894. “ o
1881, “ _ 1895. George Stanley
1882. E. Culverhouse . 1896. R. G. Hoover

1883. John:Stuart
The other officet$ installed on the 27th of December, 1896 are :

C e - Senior Warden—E. E. Fraser...

Junior Warden—]. W. Mawdesley.
Treasurer—\W. J. Macartney..
Secretary—W. T. l*xsh

‘There are now sixty- ﬁ\e members in the lodge
"~ PaTrONS OF INDU-S’I_‘RY

During the year 1891-2 there were instituted throughout the

. . ) .
county several lodges of -the Patrons of Industry. These organiza-
tions had for their object the general advancement of the farmers

= and their interests. A lodge was formed at the Quaker Road school .

house,. wuh W. H. Gainer as President and ). L. Page as Secretary ;
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another was orgamzed at St. Johns, with Hugh Patterson s, as
President and Hugh Patterson, jr., as Secretary. “The officers for

" the Beaverdams lodge were Daniel Smith, President, and Charles B.

Summers, Secretary. A fourth. lodge\vas formed at the town line
School house, with C. T. Ware as Secretary .
On March 26th, 1891 a’ County Association of thrs order was
formed, with W. H "Gainer_as_President and W. D. \hsener as
Secretary.” ,
All these lodges have now ceased to exrst

'1F\ﬂ> RANCE AT BEAVERDAMS  ~ ‘__

. Beaverdams has alv\ays been a stronghold of temperance, and on
March. 11th, 1878, a lodge of Good Templars was organized in; the
Methodlst Church at Beaverdams. The following. were the officers

W. C. T.—W. Whltelaw —]J. Cook.
W. V. T.—M. Theal. =~ | D M—] Rellly
Chap.—N. Theal. " I G.—]. Orr
‘Secretary—A. Robertson. .. . W. 0. G.—]J. Stark. -
A. S.—M. Cook. R. H. S.—]. Cook.

' F. Scribe—C. Swayze L. H. S.—A. Donohue.
" Treas.—M. Theal.” P. W. C. T.--A. Hansel.

This lodge'worked faithfully for five years or more, and then
ceased to meet. .

In 1885 the temperance sentiment was revived, and on the 26th
of August a-division of the Sons of Temperance was organized at

© Beaverdams by S. Holland, P. I). G. W. P.

The Division was called Beaverdams Div., No. 177, S. of T.
The fo]lowing were the officers :

W. P.—J. R. Swayze.' Con.—E. J. W. Smith. -

- W. Associate—Addie ‘Dexter. A. Con.—Mary Cook.
Scribe—Geo. Carman. I. S.—Mrs. Smith.
A. Scribe—Mors. Dalgleish. 0. S. Loran Swayze.
F. S.—Charles E. Swayze. - P. W. P.—Thomas Detler.
Treas.—Samuel Smith. . Diw. Deputy—-] R. Swayve

Chap.—Mrs. Swayze.

Beaverdams Divisien now con51sts of fifty-five meml)ers, and the
following were the officers for the term ending June 3oth, 1897 :

P

S
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~W. P.—Fred. Cowan. ~ Con.—A. Gordon. ™
W. A.—Miss Thirza Carter. - A. Con.--Miss Hattie Swayze..
Scribe—Miss Jennie Coulter. I..S.—Loran Cowan.
A. Scribe—-C. B. Summers. 0. S.—Samuel Smith.
_ Treas.—John -Donohue. P. W. P.—Harry Theal.

F. S.—Miss Daisy Gordon. - D. G. W. P.—Samuel Smith.
- Chap:—-Miss M. Edmondstone.

Superintendent of Young, I’eoplee Work—TJ. E. Smith.

lHORO[D BRANCH, BIBIE ronrn

>

In 1840 a branch of the Blble Society was formed at Allanburgh,
and two years later its he;;dquart_em were removed to Thorold.
During its' long lifesthis branch has had but three Pi'esidents, the
“first being George Kéefér,‘ sen., who was succeeded by -his son,
Jacob Keefer, while the present heﬁd officer, Jaméé H. Beatty, has
held the posmon for more than a score of years. William James
‘was the first Secretar) Treasurer. _ ‘ ‘ .

The resident Protestant ministers of the town have always been
ex officio Vice-Presidents of this local branch. For the present

year they are: the Rev. Rural Dean Spencer, the Rev. W. A. Cook,

the Rev. R: Garside and .the Rev. G. W. Calvert. . The Secrétarir

and Treasurer. for 1897 are respectively' James Millar and James
Munro.

Society.

SuMMiT LODGE, ANCIENT ORDER OF UNITED WORKMEN

The Thorold lodge of the A. O. U. W. was organized on the
19th of November, 1879, with thirteen charter members. Summit
Lodge was the name assumed and since borne hy‘fhis sub-organiza-
tion. From the charter members the first officers were chosen, the
following being those elected in 1879

P. M. W.—W. McCleary. Fin.—Matthew Brown:
M. W.—Wm. Williams. (G;.-—Wm. Winslow.
F.—W. L. Smith. s, I. W.—]John Fisher.
O.—Wm. Burton. . B. W.—Chas. Bridger.

R.—R: McPherson.
Business Committee—-Geo. Cowan, E Cul\erhouse, W. H. Bone.
Medical Examiner—Dr. Miniker.

P 4

Mrs. ]ames Munro has been for fifty- -two years a Lollector for the

A
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Followmg are the Master Workmen for the different years to .’
- date :
- 1880. Wm. McCleary. ’ 1889. J. D. Grenville.
1881. Wm. Williams. © - 18go. R. L. Shriner,
. 1882, Wm. Burton., 1891, J. D. Grenville.
-1883. Andrew Cowan. . 1892. S. G. Gartley.
1884. Wm. McGill. 1893. b :
" 1885. Peter S. Middough. 1894.. Peter Steep.
1886. . R. L. Shriner. 1895. “
1887. . Wm. H. Varey. © 1896, Wm. Williams.
1888. Robert Eddy. L . : :
. For 1897 the officers are : )
- P.M.W.—Wm. Williams. ~ Receiver—M. Flannery.
! . » M. W.—Thomas Dundas. . Guide—Walter Galbraith.
s B Foreman—W. R. Cave. I. Watch—H. Phillips.
} : - Overseer—S. A. Mable. . O. Watch--W. Griffiths.
i . _ Recorder—R. L. Shriner. - Med. Ex —Dr. N. (,ampbell
2 ST Financier—Robt. Eddy.
! Trustees—Geo. Turner, J. W. Mawdesley, R. G. Hoover.
7 THOROLD CIRCLE, Canapian OrDER HoME CIRCLES
0 ercle No 20 of the C. O. H. C. was formed at Thorold on the
gth of September, 1885, by P. M. Pattison, Supreme Organizer. On
‘t S "+ that date the following officers were elected :
‘ . P. L.—C. N. Stevenson. C.—Rev. C. D. McDonald.
: : L.—A. Fraser. - M.—J. Neil.
V. L.—B. Sharfenberger. W.—]J. McBride.
. ) R. S.—R: Morrison. ) © G.—]J. Thomson.
o . F. S.—A. D. Hansell. . S.—A. E. Ripley:
b T.—]J. Lepper. : Med. Exam.—Dr. McCIure
Trustees—Wm. W 1nslo“. A Falrlle, R. Campbell
é o Since 1885 the leadefs have been :
i A. Fraser—1885-6 7- 8 9. - W, V. J. Dougan—1893-4.
1o : ~ R. Campbell—18go-I1. D. W. Matthewson—1895-6-7.
. - E. Mathews—1892. ’ ' ‘ '
L The following are the officers for 1897 :
P - P. I.—W. J. Dougan. T.—C. N. Stevenson.
: L.—D. W. Matthewson. M.—]J. H. Allan.
V. L.—J. H. Thompson: . W.—J. McNeil

R. §.—8. Cleveland. - . G—E. Deyle.

e
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__at Thorold as Court Thorold, No. zo1, by Mr. Culp, with. the
- following as charter members g

' LODGES A'NI)—SOCIETIES L ' 191
- F. S.—C. N. Stevenson. - S—N (tl]Chl’lSt
C.—]J. McLeod. Med. Exam.—Dr. McClure

Trustees—Dr. McClure, C. N. Stevenson, James Lawson.

The following are the charter members of Thorold Circle :

. C. N. Stevenson. ' A. Fraser.

B. Scharfenberger. ~ R. Morrison. -

* A. D. Hansell. " J. Lepper.
Rev. C. D.-McDonald. - . J. Neil.
J. McBride. : A. E. Ripley.. _
Dr."Wm. McClure. * W. Winslow. .

"R. Campbell. . =~ A. Fairlie. . -

COURT TuoroLD, CANADIAN ORDER OF FORESTERS ~ .= .- ¢

‘On the eveiiing of March 7th, 1888, this Society was organized

B. Vinall. . " J. Weldon.

Geo. M. Brown.' * . A. E. Franks.
Wm. McGill. ‘ - J. W. Coulter.
J. K. Johnstone. . . J. F. Schwaller.
The first officers wete : ’
C.R—J. K. ]ohnstone Chap.—B. Vinall.
V. C. R—Wm. McGill. S. W.—Jno. Weldon. =
R.S.—A. E. Franks. =~ = J. W.—]. W. Coulter. ~
F. S.—Geo. M. Brown. - . Court Physician—]J. K. John-

stone.
'l he officers for the present term are : ‘
C. R.—S.. Edmonds. 'C. D.—Thos. Collén.

V. C. R.—Wm. Monro. Con —G. A. Walker.

. R.S.—L. C. Bessey. " S. W.—A. McGill.
“F. S.—L. Armstrong. J. W.—H. D. Walton.
Treas.—L. G. Lorriman. . S. B.—Wm. Hartley.
Chap.—H.: Flannery. . J. B.—Arthur Smerdon.

Court Physmlan—Dr Neil Campbell.

Only two deaths have occurred in this court, nameh those .of
A E Franks and A. E. Rlple)

'IHOROLD COU\*CIL CANADIA‘I ORDFR oF CHOSEN FRIE\IDS

The Thorold Councxl of the C. 0. C. F. was orgamzed on the -
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"15th of July, 1891, by Richard Howse. The following were the

ongmal officers and charter members :

Past Councillor—Chas. N. Stevenson.
Chief Councillor—Thomas Cowan.
Vice Councillor—George Turner.
‘Recorder—A. McClenchy :
Treasurer—Fred. T. Walton. ’ -
‘Prelate—John H. Thompson.
Marshall—\Wm. J. Dougan.
« Warden—P. C. Cr«.egg'm
Guard—W. A. Hutt.
Sentry—James Wilson. . : __
John Brown, H. N. Higgins, B. C. Bennett, Chas. A. Kyle,

.John Bunyan, Henry Aikens, Robt. Sharp, J. A. Hut,

Francis Brown, Samuel Brooke, Emerson Bull; John Coyle.
The Chief Councillors since 1891 have been : '

.1892. Thos. Cowan.
“1893. Samuel Brooke.
1894. = W. J. Dougan.
1895. Fred. T. Walton.
1896. Fred. T. Walton. ’
1897. Evan E. Fraser. (part of term).

The officers of 1897 are: .

Chief Councillor—Miss Florence Walton (part of term).
Vice Councillor—John H. Thompson.
Treasurer—Chas. N. Stevenson.
Recorder—A. McClenchy.
Prelate—Miss C. M. Lampman.
Marshall—Miss Nettie Walton.
Warden—Albert Robinson.
Guard—Henry Aikens.
Sentry—James A. Taggart.
Star Counciy, No. 15, RovaL TEMPLARS OF - TEMPERANCE,
) ALLANBURGH

This Council was instituted on the 8th of March, 1881, by J. W.

I)ouglas, Supreme Lecturer, with the followmg persons -as its ﬁrst
officers : _ .

Select Councillor—James Sidey Upper.

Vice Councillor—John Tucker.

Past Councillor—Isaac Pew.

o

-,m
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at St. Johns

Union School No. 4—St. Johns
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Chaplain—George Thomas. . . -
. Recording Secretary—D. R. Brice. ' _
Financial Secretary—James B. Upper g S ‘
Treasurer—Baruch Tucker. . Co e
Herald—Robert Pew. o : Cn
Deputy Herald—Mary Upper. o T
Guard—]Jacob Upper. = S o
Sentinel—James Street Upper. 7 S T
Medlcal Examiner—Dr. Vanderburgh . //‘ ’ L L
’1 he charter members are: h // :
Maria M. Vanderl)ur«h - 'Charity Upper
‘Agnes Bruce - o Amanda Wilkerson
" Elizabeth M. Pew -, " Mrs. J. S. Upper
Alice Tucker S Jane Thomas
Mary A. Pew - Elizabeth Pew
Mrs. E. M. Upper Lo < W. A. Wilkerson
Agnes Robertson ' " Nelson Pew

- The following are the officers for 1897 :

Select Coummllor—George Thomas.
Vice-Councillor—Amanda Wilkerson.
Past‘Councillor—Isaac Pew.
‘(‘haplam—Mrs McMath.

Recording Secretary—Wm A. Wilkerson.
Beneficiary Secretary—Frederick R Lay
Herald*]ane Thomas.

Guard—]ames Edmonds.

LOYAL ORANGE LobGe No.: 204 R

From 1849 untll 1856 L. O. L. No. 77 held its meetmgs in
_Thorold, although it is rea,lly a Merritton- Lodge, having been organ-
ized in that village in 1846.

On the 7th’ of August, 1856, Victoria L. O L No. 204 was
formed at Thorold with the following a$ charter members: W. J.

Shannon, Edward' Guy, Stephen Brad\]ey, John Neil, ‘ ]ameS'

Reynard, J. B. Smythe, James Fluellen.
The first officers were : .
- W, M.—W. ]. Shannon. D. of C.—Janies Reynard. -

D. M.—Stephen Bradley. Edward Guy.
Sec.—James Fluellen. - Committees James Fluellen.
- Treas.—Wm. Stoneman. ' ‘

- | Henry Higgins.
Chap.—]J. B. Smythe. , CoL

AL
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~ Since that date the Worshipful Masters have been :

1857-9. -Stephen Bradley. 1883-4. W. A. Walker. o
1860-1. James Fluellen. 1885-6. Alex. Philips.
4 . 1862. - James H. Boyle. " 1887-8. Wm. Strong.
s o 1863-6. Stephen Bradley. 1889-9o. Geo. Turner.
o . 1867.-  Arthur Bradley. .. 1891-2, Richard Boyle.
_ 1868-75. Stephen Bradley.. = 1893-4. A. J. Fisher. v
'1876-8. - Wm. Winslow. . 18g5.  John Brennen. - :

 1879-80. John Strong: - "1896. John T. Boucock.
1881-2. Walter Galbraith. - '

" The officers for 1897 are :

W. M.—Thos. Eurley. ~ - 1stCom. Man—Wm.’Holla‘nd'.‘- .
o ‘ D. M.—Henry Flannery. .. 2nd -“ * —John Strong.
R - Chap.—Geo. Ekins. =~ 3rd “ ¢ —Walter .= -
. . : "Treas.—A. ]. Fisher. - ' - : - Galbraith. .
F. S.—Frank Pew. - .- o 4th % ¢« —Wm. Bradley. .
Sec’y—Wm. Neil. | ~sth ¢« ¢« —J.T. Boucotk. ,
L. Tyler—Wm. Slingerland.© . D. of C.—A. K. Brennen. : I
— = ‘0. Tyler—Geo. Brennen.’ ' IR ' .
R - Sick Committee—Thos. Aikens, A. K. Brennen, Geo. Holland. .
] e Hall or Property (,ommlttee—]ohn Strong, R. B0yle, Alex
: Bradley : . = e Yy
' i - Kive WiLuam O. Y B. Lopce No 16 7‘ R o
L . Vs ) ) e e
- King William Loyal,)Orange “Young Briton Lodge No. 16 'wis B o
organized on the 29th of March, 1872, by W. R James, St. Catha- . V-
rines, Worshlpful Master of L. O. Y. B. L. No 8 St Catharmes S M
.. The ﬁrst officers and’ charter members were: ~ T .
i W M.——KennethCampbell. . 1st Com. Man—]oseph Bell, , B
o -D. M.—Geo. Mable. " 2nd Com. Man—Wm. Beatty. -+~~~
{\ L * Chap.—Wm. Gordon. - -~ . 3rd Com. Man—H. Patrick. . .
e : ‘ " Secretary—James Gander. 4th Coas. Man—Geo: Fair. - K
Treasurer—Alex. Martin. 5th Com. Man—=John Howell. :
D. of C.—John Pilling. - ~ 0. Tyler—7J. Jackson - - 3
Guardian —James Fluellen. N ,
, - Wesley Cobourne, John Dundas, Stephen’ R.. Bradley, Leslle BEEEUE *
: 3 . - McMann, Wm. McGill, Wm. Birbeck, A. (.xlouver, W. S. ]enkmson, e 1.
l-, - . .. N. Boutcher, G. Alkens, G. Brennen. v NS B
1 ~ The Worshlpful Masters from’ orgamzatlon to date were : o ~{“ ' '\1‘
1873~4 Geo, Mable. O T P _ o 1. -
1875-6. K. Campbell. ’ L A . s -
1877. Wm. Neil, reSlgned March 19. ' :/‘\ . 11/” : )
B C o ‘/’ . i . ,
! ' By
! N \ ’ "/:A
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1877-8. Wm. A. Walker.

1879-80.Geo. Doherty.

1881. Geo. Aikens, resigned July 12.
.~ D. Shafer and N. Boutcher filled out term.
[1882. 'N. Boutcher.
"1883-4. Wm. Bradley.’

1885-6. R. H. Boyle.

T
i
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1887. Chas. Bye, resnﬁned in Ma), and _] Pew ﬁlled out term

1888. - Walter Grenville. .
1889. R. H. Boyle.
18go-1. Geo. A. Walker.
- 1892-3. A. J. Fisher."
1894. -Ed. Badger. -
-1895. - R. Strong.

1896. Jos. Allen

Geo A. Turner a member of this, lodge, occupied the hlgh
position of \Vorshlpful ‘Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Bntlsh

Amenca for three years——from June, 1892, to ]une, 1895.

ston, M. D.” lhe charter members and first officers were :
. W. M.—R. J. Johnston:
Dept. \/I.—Peter H. Ball. , j
Secretarv——]ames Saunders _ » / )

LovaL ORANGF LoDGE, No. 1. 30

R~

v

" This lodge was orgamzed in January, 1870, by Robert] ]ohn

Treasurer—John C. Ball. ’
“Director of Ceremomes—Wﬂham Faca‘n

/,

Thomas Jenkinson, George A. Darby, H. Phlnlps, A. Rykert,
Geo. Lee, Patrick Stcep, Alex. Fair, Geo. W. Armstrong

Followmg are the presfdmg officers : P e
1870- 4. R. J. ]ohnston 1886- 7.' Wllfred Hansel.
1875. Robt. Kerr: =« ‘188{8— 9. H. C. Ball
1876. R.]. Jobmston. .7 "1890-2. John Dundas.
1877-82.W. McClearv o 1893-4. W. H. Wilson.

N

1883-5. R J. Johnston . 1895-7. Berry Huggins.

The ofﬁcers for 1897 are: 3 e
Worshlpful V[aster—Berry Huggms

k4

Deputy Master—John Weldon: Ve

t- /
|

Chaplain—William Constable. -
Recording Secrgtary—W. H. Wilson. |

* Financial Secretary——]ohn Dund,ﬂ$

(
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‘Treasurer—R. J. Johnston .
Director of Ceremomes—Charles Tyson

BEAVE_R CounciL R. T: orF T.

'~ Beaver Council of Royal Templars of Temperance, No. 13, was
: . -organized' by J. M. Douglass, District Deputy, February 23rd, 1881,
with a- membershlp of twenty The: first officers and charter
members were : ' : '

Select Councxllor-—E gulverhouse
Past Councillor—B..J. Morley.
Vice Councillor—A®McClenchy.

‘Recording Secretary—]. H. Simpson.

* Chaplain—7J. H. Wilson.

Financial Secretary—Geo. Clark.
Treasurer—A. Hardie.

- Herald—]J. McCrea. A
Deputy Herald—A. D. Hansel. .
Guard—T. J. Kennedy. o
Sentinel—L. Theal.

Wm. H. Bine, Z. W. Durkeé, w c Smnh Henry Alkens, J.

C Lampman, Isaac Gilmour.

Since the orgamzatxon of the socnety the chair has been occupned
by the following persons:

T. J. Kennedy. ' 188:’9; J. Paterson.

188‘. {A McClenchy. = ... 18go. A. Gilchrist.
1882." T.. J. Kennedy. ‘ 18go. ]. Paterson.
" \J. T. Theal. 1891. J. Theal

1883. ‘W. H. Bone. 1891-2. J. Paterson.
1883-4: Rev. John Kay. .58 {james Dale.
1885-7. James Paterson. 1093 J. Paterson. -
1887. J. Theal. - 1894. G. B. Darker.
1888.  J. Paterson. T " 1895+7. Rev. Geo. Clark.

_ 1888-9. Rev. P. L. Spencer.
The officers for 1897 are:

Select Councillor—A. W. Reavley, B. A.
P. C. and Treasurer—James Paterson
V. C.—A. S. Preston. .
Chaplam——Geo Griy.

Treasurer—]Jas. Dale.

.Beneficiary Secretary—Jameés Mxllar.
‘Recording Secretary—A. Justice.”
Financial Secretary—Z.-W. Durkee.

v
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Herald—Geo. Darker. t . .
Sentinel—James Bye. ’

At present therg are thirty-seven. members uf- good standmg in
the Beneficiary Department

LIVINGSTONE LoooE No. 230 I.O.O.F.

" This lodge was instituted at Thorold on the 3rd of March, 1874,
I)y D.D.G. M. Harper Wilson of St. Catharines.
The first officers were :
- Noble Grand—F. H. ’VIcCaskell
Vice Grand—Wm. Hendershot.
Rec. Secretary—Wm. Williams.
Per. Secretary—Samuel Osboine.
Treasurer—Wm. F. Ellison.
"For two years the lodge held its meetmgs in the Lampman
Block but in 1876 the members decided to érect a building of their

. own. Accordingly the 51te of the old Thqrold House was bought,

and in September, 1876 the corner stone of the Odd -Fellows’
building was laid by D. McConachle of Welland, Deputy Grand
Master of the Niagara District.  The- building is- a ‘substantial

" ‘structure of three storeys ; the ground floor is occupied by two shops,

the second floor contains a large public hall, and the lodge and
encampment rooms are in the third storey Thef total. cost. was
$2o,ooo .
Since the institution of the order in Thorold the lodge has paid
out about $6,000 in sick and general benefits.

The officers for 1897 are:

Noble Grand—P. A. Dunn.
Vice Grand—Fred. Grisdale.
Rec. Secretary—Chas. Howell.
Per. ¢ =John Howell..
Treas.—Alex. McClenchy

" THOROLD AND BEAVERDAMS Hxsromcu, SocIETY

This society was organized June 6th, 1894, at a meeting- held in

the Town Hall, Thorold, at the suggest:on of Rev. P: L. Spencer
- The officers elected were :

- President—Capt. James. '
1st Vice President—Rev. P. L. Spencer.
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2nd Vlce President—MTrs. ]ames Munro.
Secretary-Treasurer—Rev. J. W. Mitchell.
Correspondmg Secretary——Mlss Amy Ball

Thlrty-two members were ‘enrolled.

On the 24th of June, that date being the anmversary of the Battle
of Beaverdams, a grand historic picnic was held at Decew House,

mear Decew Falls. . The Wentworth, Iundys Lane and other
societies sent representaetlves to welcome the young sister” organi-

_ zation.. Thqrold came out in large numbers. Many persons came
from * Toronto, Hamilton, Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Catharines,
Merritton and other places to see the spot rendered fanious by the
exp101t “of, the brave Laura Secord. Miss M.-A. FitzGibbon, Mrs.
James Muan, Col. Currie and other distinguished ‘speakers gave

. interesting and instructive addresses.” The day was fine,-and all

mrcumstancet tended to cause perfect success~—a good augury for
‘the future. - -

Durmg the course of the year letters were sent to the Minister of '
Mllma, asking for a portion of the fund appropriated to building
monuments on the ‘battle fields of Canada. :

- Parties were sent out by the society to search for and locate the
exact spots on which the chief incidents of the Battle of Beaverdams
took place. '

' Mrs. A. McFarland read a blography of the first Keefer who
settled in what is now called Thorold town During the year the
Rev. J. W. Mitchell removed from Thorold much to the regret of

- the Society ;. and Mr. A. W. Reavley, B. A., succéeded him in the
-secretaryship. The latter has given much valuable time to. the

" society, as is evinced by a former chapter. The County Council,
having been petitioned for $25, grante'd this sum to the society.

“1895. At the annual meeting held this year Capt. James
resigned his office and was elected Honbrary President, the R,eif..P.
" L. Spencer.becoming President and ‘Mr. J. H. Thompson 1st Vice
President. The other officers were re-elected. Mrs. James Munro -
was chosen to occupy the position of Historian. - '

On June 24th a second picnic celebration was held, the place |
“selected being the exact site of the Beaverdams battle ground. This
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~ celebration was largely attended persons coming: from a consxderab]e
distance as well as from the town.

- This year the County Council was 'again petitioned for $z35,
whlch was granted. Many old residents and old houses were visited -

in search of 7ea/ history, and much valuabie information was

gathered. v

.~1896.  On the third anmversary of the. society a pubhc meeting
. 'was held in the High Svhool grounds. ~ Miss FitzGibben presented
'the Boys’ Brigade with a béautiful banner, bearing the motto of
Lieut. FitzGibbon : “ Be daunted at nought.”

The weather, the speaking and the attendance were as good as
on former occasions ; and cxrcumstances showed that the interest in
the society’s Work had increased with time. :

‘Shortly after. this- the Somety undertook the “ Hxstory of
T horold, Township and Town.” Persons were sent far and near
for information ; and weekly meetings of the society were held, at
" which-every chapter, ‘every paragraph, and even every sentence of

the manuscript of the History was read, in' order that only truth and
propriety should dlstmgulsh the contents of the book

The County Council granted $50 to the work.

The Society visited and photographed the spot at which Laura
Secord crossed the creek on her way to Decew-House, when giving
warning of the enemy’s approach. - This spot was lacated by a lady

. who, _when a child, had often played about the place, then known as

-

¢ Laura Secord’s Crossing,” and who had ofttlmes heard “the true /

tale told” by the early residents of the vicinity. o : /
The Society still hopes to obtain from the Dominion Govern-/
ment substantial aid towards the erection of a proper monument t0‘

" mark the site of the lmportant event of June 24th, 1813. ~ After the
publication of the Hlstory now in progress, the members will be able
to devote more attention to. this and other matters of general

- interest. . The society by its representatives takes an active part in
the proceedmgs ‘of the Provincial Association, whose selm-annual
meetmgs are steadlly lncreasmg in.importance.

/o
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) “Brancir No. 24, C. M. B. A.
> Branch No. 24 of the Catholic Mutual ‘Benefit Association was
organized at Thorold on September, 3rd, 1883, by Chancellor James
E. Lawrence of St. Catharines, with 22 charter members, viz:: =
~Rev. T. J. Sullivan. ‘ Matthew Hart.
John Corbett. William Cartmell.
Patrick McMahon. Thos. Commiarford.

James Duffy. ‘ " Michael McCarthy.
William Urlocker. o Michael Brannigan. .

William Gearin. . James Crawford.

John Conlon. ~P.. McNulty. -

James Rogers. - » John McKeague. .

John McNuity. . John J. Gearin. - .

Dennis Lenehan. e Archibald McKeague.
John McLean. Richard Commarford.

Rev. Father Sullivan was the first representative of the Branch -

to the Grand Council,- havjnfr attended the convention held at
Brantford in 1884, and also’ at Toronto in 1888, bemor elected to an

‘office within the Council at that convention.

‘The Branch has paid in assessments up to 1897, $8,862.05 ; and

“has been paid in return, beneficiary for death claims to ‘the amount

of $11,000. The Branch met with an irreparable loss in 189gr,
having had ' their meeting-hall in the Cloy block, wherein were all
their books and ‘papers, with a library of several hundred volumes,

destroyed by fire. Their hall is now in the Masonic building on

Front street. There are 60 members in good standing.
. Following are the first officers : o . '

Spiritual Adviser—Rev. T. J. Sullivan. .-
*President—Rev. T. J. Sullivan. _

1st Vice—John Corbett. : -

2nd Vice—Patrick McMahon.

Rec. Sec.—]. J. Duffey.-

Asst. Sec.—Wm. Urlocker.

Financier—Wm. Gearin.

Treasurer—John Conlon. -

Marshal—James Rogers. -~

Guard—Dennis Lenehan. oo
* Trustees—Wm. Cartmell, Thos. Commarford, Michael Mc-

Carthy, Matthew Hart, John McNulty. '

Following are the presidir_lg officers for the years since the fire :

P




'LODGES AND ‘SOCIETIES i 201

1892. Wm: Gearin. . 1895. Matthew Battle.
1893. - James Battle. _ 1896. . Joseph Saunders.
1894. Joseph Battle. - :

Following are the officers for f897_:

Prestdent——]oseph Saunders o

1st Vice—P. Michael McCarthy.

2nd Vice—P. Francis Poulin.

Rec: Sec. -——]ohn Roach.

Fin. Sec.—A. McKeague.

Treasurer—James Battle.

Marshal—John McBride. . '
‘Guard—Michael Moran. = ° -

Trustees—P. McMahon, 'R. Commarford,. John - Corbett,

Matthew Hart, ]oseph Battle.

THE THOROLD BOARD oF TRADE |

was granted a charter from the Domm1on Government in April,
1893, and at a meeting held April 27th it was duly maugurated and
the followmg officers were elected

President—W. J. Macartney

Vice-president—Omar Johnstone.

Secretary—T. E. Simson.

: Council—S. Brooke, Joseph Battle, D B. Cromble Geo. H.
‘Williams, James Lawson, Wm. McGill, Wm. McCleary, L. Mc’VIann

Since the organization of the Board the Presidents have been:

1894-5. W.]J. Macartney.
18¢g6.  D. B. Crombie.

For the year 1897‘<the officers are :

President—D. B. Crombie.
Vice-president—L. McMann.
Secretary—T. E. Simson.
- Treasurer—Jaines Battle.

' BanND Music AT THOROLD -

“The Thorold Band” was organized in 1851, this being the
first band in the town. The first teacher was Joseph Harkness,
the leader was James Weeks, and the other members were Joseph
Abbott, James Winslow, Danigl Fordham, Peter Milloy, Robert
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,‘ Eddy, and John Pew. Of these, James Weeks, Robgr't Eddy and -

James Winslow still survive. This musical body continued in exist-
ence for only two or three years, the number. of members bemg
increased durmo that time by the addition of Alex. Lettey, John
Dixon, Joseph Dixon, Chas. Ball, Wm. ]J. Shannon and John {H.
Caspar. The instruments were the property of the village, and in
1854 were hapded-over to the reeve, and for some time the village
was without a band. During the time that the instruments lay in the
council room (;857) in charge of the reeve of that year, the Drum-
mondville fire brigade sent a messenger to Thorold to ask the
bandsmen to play for them on July 4th at a ‘parade that they
were to attend across the river. ~ The agent was told there was no
band in existence, and that it was impossible. He insisted, and the
issue was that five of the bandsmen stole through a window, took
five' instruments, drew ‘handsome remuneration for their work,
returned home, replaced the instruments - as secretly ass.
they had taken them, and neither the council nor the villagers were
ever the wiser. . ;

Then a second one was organized by Gharles Ball, who became
its -leader for a year ortwo, when Mr. Weeks -again took charge.
Among the members were Sam. Cleveland, Charles Cleveland,

‘ ~ Russell Wellé, Henry Carter, Charles Ball and others—eight or ten

in all.  This band used ‘the original instruments,. and supplied
music to the citizens for several years, until, in 1866, the “Orange
Young Britons’ Band” was formed, many members of the old
organization joining this one. This Band became a strbng one, -,
and for three years was attached to the 44th Battalion as a military
band, still under the leadership of Mr. Weeks. About the year 1876
he retired from the leadership, and Chas. Heinicke of St. Catharines
took ciiarge for two or three years, at the end of which time the
leadershlp was tendered to W. A. Philip, who still’ occupu—.s the
position.

The officers and membcrs for 1897 are :

Conductor—W: A.. Philip, ‘

President—Geo. Burley.
Secretary—Wm. Donald.
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Treasurer—]Jared Upper.-
Drum Major—Wm. Allen. o
Thomas Burley, Edgar Badger, Harry Thompson, Harry Bye, )

, Wllham Burley, Arch. Doherty, William Bradley, James Stevens,

Joseph Allen, George - Doherty, William Wilson, Loran Pew, Walter
Badger, George Walker, F. M. Pew, Adam Martin, George Dawson,
Frank Allen. k '
v 'lhe band is equnpped with uniforms and with a full set of
Besson’s instruments (London, England) of the ‘highest grade, and is
the equal of any military band in the district. . It is now known.as

. the “Thorold Reed Band.”

About 1875 “ St. Patrick’s Band.” was organized, and for a time .

" Thorold had two musical organizations. Thos. Cross of the Royal

Canadian Rifles was the teacher for the first year, when Mr. Weeks
tock charge of this also, being thus the leader of both bands for

_ some _time. °St. Patrick’s Band lasted until the new _canal

apprmched complenon wben many of its members, who had been
cmploycd on that work, were oblwed to leave.

Port RoBinsON Brass Banp

Early in the fall of 1850 a Band was organized at Port Robinson,
in" connection with the then newly instituted Division of Sons of
Temperance, all the bandsmen belonging to ‘the order, and .the

instruments being the property of the Division. The ﬁr’s"t— members

were Robert Coulter (leader), William Elliott, Wq[ham Roberts,
Thomas Sowersby, John Dorrington, John Saunders and ]acob
Garner. George Morgan of St. Catharines wasd engaged as teacher.
Robert Eddy of-Thorold: afterwards rernoved to Port Robinson and
became a member of the band. . Coulter continued in the
leadership for nine years, when he re_tired'. The Band reorganized,
and rcmained in existence for a number of years later.

0

ALLANBURGH BRrass BAND:\

‘This organization, Wthh has been in emstence sirice November
1896, is the third Brass' Band that Allanburgh has possessed. The
first was formed in 1860, and became rather prominent when it was
attached to the Welland Canal Field B'lttery in 1866. A fife and




JUNSTSI————

S )

204 s - HISTORY OF THOROLD

_drum band organized in 1884 brahched_ out into a' Brass Band of

fifteen instruments, and lasted for- four or five years.
The present Band was organized with the following as officers :
President—Herbert Dixon. C
Secretary—Garret McMillan.

Treasurer—Reuben Upper.
Instructor—W. A. Philip.

The officers for 1897 are:

" President—A. Booth.
_Secretary—Garret McMillan. _ S,
Treasurer--Reuben Upper. '

- Instructor—W. A. Philip.

FIRE PROTECTION AT THOROLD .

On the morning of March 18th, 1847, the frame store and dwel-
ling on what is now the north-east corner of Front and Claremont
streets, occupied by Wm. Gordon, was: discovered to be on
fire. An alarm was at once raised, and{j the inhabitants turned
out in full force to fight the flames; ibut, despite their most
strenuous éxertions; all the buildings on the east side of Front street,

as far north as the corner now occupied by the Brmsh Hotel, were -

burned to the ground.

As this disaster had demonstnted the necessity for some -

system of fire protection, a Hook and Ladder Company “was
soon_ afterwards organized. - This remained in existence for
some years, but, as it had not been managed on sound business

- principles, it got into difficulties, financially and otherwise, and the
- members eventually djsbanded. ‘Consequently, the question: of
~ proper provision for the protection “of the village in case of fire was

again - frequently discussed, and on the 29th of August, 1853, a

meeting was held, at which there was organized “The Thorold

Protection Fire Company,”. with the following officers :

Captain—D. C. Ward.
“1st Lieutenant—A. Letty.
. 2nd Lieutenant—H. Patterson.
1st Engineer—G. McConachie.
2nd Engineer—G. Gray.
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Secretary—John Somerville.
- Treasurer—R.-Dougan,

No complete roll of the original members is in  existence, but,

“the minutes of the company show that, besides the officers named,

a considerable number of active members were enrolled on the same

. evening, and several of the leading citizens were elected as honorary

.members. At subsequent meetings a uniform was decided upon,

and resolutions were passed requesting the council to erect a fire-

“hall and appointing a ‘committee to select a suitable site for the

- proposed building. The orggnizatibn of the Company was ratified

and approved by the municipal council on April 4th, 1854, and a
fire-hall was subsequently built on the vacant lot directly opposite
the site of the present firc-hall on Albert street.

Matters,” however, did not always progresé smoothly with the
newly organized Company, as is shown by the follo»;'ing resolution
passed on Oct. 4th; 1854 :- “ That this Company find it impossible
to proceed to the accomplishment of its object without the aid of
funds for the purpose of purchasing necessary articles for the com-
plete wo-rkitigh of the engine, and to defray necessary expenses
attending it, and also to pay expenses already. incurred ; and do
further consider that those funds should be provided by the Corpora-
tion 1mmedxately by giving the Secretary an order on the Village
Treasurer for the necessary amount ; and that the Secretary bring
this resolution before the Council immediately, to ascertain if they

will not do so, in non-compliance with which on the part,‘ of the

Council, this Company will consider itself necessitated to deliver
over to said Council the keys and engine.” The latter part of this
resolution was not carried into effect, as the Council provnded the
necessary funds in due time. .

Want of funds was not the only dlt’ﬁculty under which the Com-
pany labored, as from time to;time a large number of the members
were struck off the roll for nonattendance.  The membership, how-
ever, did not decrease, for new members were being constartly
added, and to remind them of their duty a re§olution was passed at

a meeting on August 6th, 1855, “That the Captain or some other

person appointed by him ring the triangle at 6% o’clock p.m., and

n{{‘l *
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" that the Secretary call the roll at 7 o’clock p.m., in neglect of which

duty they shall be liable to a fine of 1s. 3d. cy.” At the same
meeting it was resolved that negotiations be entered into with the

fire companies of St. Catharines for mutual assistance in the event .

of big fires.

Want of funds still troubled the Company, and at a special
meeting held on December 17th, 1855, they again resolved : “That
this Company finds it impossible to carry out the object for. whieh
it was organized unless the necessary amount -be granted by the

,'Vlllage Cotincil to dlsburse its liabilities ; and unless that grant is

made within one week from this date the Company must cease to
exist; the Secretary to notlfy the Reeve of this Village immediately.”
‘The Council, however prevented the .threatened dissolution for the
time by voting the necessary supplies.

. . The financial troubles of the Company still did not’cease, how-
ever, as on August 1st, 1859, we find them resolving: “That the
Council be notified that unless we get a guarantee that our liabilities
be assumed by them, or an assurance given that such liabilities will
be liquidated as soon as funds are in the Treasury, we shall be unable
‘much longer to sustain our position as a fire company.” And again
at a specxal mieeting held -on ‘August 8th, 18 59, it was resolved :

H‘;“That whereas the hose belongmg to this Company is from use

entirely unfit for use ; and whereas apphcatlons have been made to

the Council for -new hose and money to defray the necessary working.

of the engine ; and whereas the Council have taken no steps to do
so; we, as a Company, consider it entirely unnecessary to remain
as a Company, when we have no hose to work with. We, asa

" Company, do on to-morrow at 12 o’clock meet at the engine hall in
uniform, and convey the engine to the market square and deliver it

to the Council, and then- disband, but at the same time retain our

“parade suits till all the money that_has been paid out of the Co.’s
- funds for repairs on engine and hose be refunded.” This resolution
was amended the next day by substituting for the word “disband”

the following: ~“suspend until the engine and hose are put in good
order,” and the resolution was carried into effect.

" This trouble was apparently removed by the Councﬂ’s voting the

[T
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On Sept. 18th, 1860, .the members_of. the Coi'npaoy went- in
uniform, with their new banner (purchased with _the proceeds of ‘a

picnic held in Sept., 1858), to Queenston Heights to meet H. R. H.

the Prince of Wales. They showed their loyalty also by turning out

to meet the Battery on the return of the latter from the frontier in

]une, 1870; and on the 24th of ertember they agam turned out to
meet the Goverrior-General.

The Company did not confine its attention to dealmg with fires
only, as from time to time it held concerts and other entertainments,
the proceeds of which, amounting frequently to -considerable sums,

were devoted to the relief of ,the poor of the -village, and to other *
" charitable purposes. The morals of the members were also strictly
Tlooked after, at any rate whlle the Company was in session, as on
“several occasions it lp recorded in the minutes that members were

fined for profanity and other offences against good order.

In consequence of disputes with the Council in regard to . the
state of the hose and ‘other equipment, this Company was dxsbanded
by resolution of the Council on December 22nd, 1874.

On the following day a meetmg was called, at which was

organized * Protection Fire Company No. 1, for- the purpose of
affording protection to property in the Town of 'I«horold in case.of

'ﬁre, with the followmg ofﬁcers

Captain—Wm. Fields. .

1st Lieutenant—Patrick A. Dunn.
2nd Lieutenant—F. W. Hartley.-
Chief Engineer—George McIntosh.
Treasurer—W. M. Hendershot. *
Secretary—John Dale.

Captain -of Hose--Henry Carter.

together with a long list of members. The new Company seems,

however, not to have been very well equipped, as from time to time.

resolutlons were passed asking fo) fresh apparatus, and on March

sth, 1877, a committee was -appo ted to wait on the Town Council

“to urge the necessity.of procurmg a better means for the extinguish-

ing of fires, as the present apparatus is 1nefﬁc1ent to. meet the
requirements of ’the town.” . The representatlon of this committee

o
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~ proved effectdal -and resulted in the pdfchase of a new steam engine,
- which was handed over to the Company in September, 1877.

New by-laws were subsequently adopted, in the -passing of which,

apparently, the name of the Company was changed from “ Protection -
~ Fire Co. No. 1” to “ Protection Hose Co. No. 1.’

:There is nothmg
in the minute books to show when the change was resolved upon; but
the by-laws in whlch the' change- occurs were passed at a” meeting .

" held ‘May 6th, 1878 while the new name was -not used in. the

minutes until Jlﬂy ‘8th, 1878.-, Fire wardens were -also appomted
about this time fox the: different Wards. of the town.

VNew and 1mpr6ved apparatus was added to ‘the equqfﬁen from
tnne to time as the old became worn out,-as on’ ‘June s, 1882, a set of

new ladders was procured “and in November 1882, 500 feet of new

hose was purchased. In regard to the latter the records show that a
special meeting of the Company was called for November 23rd, 1882,

for the ob’ivect' of testing the new hose; “but, owingto their having. = N

been sufﬁéient]y_»test”ed; at the fire on the evening previous,” the bill of

$5 50, “the costof said 500 feet of seatnless cotton hose now before -
‘the Company, be recelved stamped and . sent to the counml for

payment.” . : f
In March, 1886, the council-room of the Company in thé fire-hall

“was completely refurnished, the éntire cost bemg “defrayed’ by the
~members out of their sgﬂ?mes

During this year and the year prev:ous an extraordmanly large
number of fires had occurred, and as these were suspectcd by the
Company to be ot mcendlary origin, it was resolved ‘by mmute dated
June 15th, 1886, that the Council be requested  to 1nvest1°'1te,

and if possible ascertain, the cause or origin of thq&e mystenous
' ﬁres that are occumn_gr from time to time.”

i

Durmg the year. 1887 it had been deemed desirable for the
Company to obtain a fancy hose camage for exhibition purposes,

".and’ to enable them to hold this and other property- it was found
Accordingly, this was done, -

necessary to mcorporate the Company.
and the Company was incorporated under the name of “The
Protection Hose Co. No. 1,” the/mcorporatlon bemg reported at a

: meetmg of Dec. 5 1887

\'q :
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- Thereafter the question of procuring the new hose ‘ca'r‘riz‘t?re was

agaln taken up, and a very handsome one was ordered, at a cost of
$9oo (excluswe of the freight and duty, about $250 additional),
thv embers agréeing - to allow their yearly salaries. to remain
_unil thev paid for it. The carriage was duly. delivered on ]une
“21st, 1888, and is still in the possession of the Company. It is said
to be the h,andsomest hose carriage in Ontaﬁo - ’

A curious investment was made by the Com‘pany on July 24th,
1888, when it was.resolved : “That the rooster now on our centre
" table be purchascd from Mr. Blggar by our first engineer for the sum

,of $1.00,” and at the meeting ot August 6th, 1888, it was further.

" resolved : " “That each member. drop 5¢..on the table to pay for the

o .-

rooster.” A handsome, stuffed game Bantum Tooster is to-day one

" of th‘e‘ chief ornaments of the council chamber of the Company, and

* is presumably the bird which i§ the subject of these resolutions.

Mysterious fires still éontihué(i to occur at frequent intervals, as

- will be noticed from a perusal of the fire record followin’g,' and to try

l

to stop. this a resolutlon was passed by the “Company on Feburary
. 4th, 1889, appomtmga committee “to Wwait ‘on -the. Council and

request them ta offer a reward for the arrest-and ‘conviction of any

person or persons who may. be caught in’ the act of incendiarism.”

The Council comphed with this-‘tequest, with the résult that fires
bccqme much less frequent. A ﬂovernment detectlve who visited
th@ ‘town .observed that most of these ﬁres were not on valuable

‘property, and concluded that it was- the work of boys rather -than -

of desperate incendiaries.

For a considerable time after this- the number of fires seems to:

have decreased materially, although still abnormally large down to

- the end of 1896. A/ehiange for-the. better then took place, and

during the Jubilee year (1897) only three fires ‘occurred, none of
them being of very. lartre/extent I '

F_ollowm_g are the officers for 1897 -
Captain—W. J. Dougan. 1st Branchman—Geo. Fraser.
_ 1st_kjeutenant—E. Frﬁser 2nd . ¢ —A. Laughlin.
i@ =% —H.D. Walton. '31d = ¢ - —F. Reavley:
¢ Secretary—John, Flemigg. 4th w“ —-T. Felker. -
L Treasurer—A M&Glehchy ) sth o« —A. Smerdon. .

.
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1st- Engineer—N. Boutcher. . 6th Branchman—]J. Little.
- end . —A. Martin. - Janitor—P. Steep.
Asst. © - —Jas. H. Allen.- '

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS =~

_ The Ancient Order of Hibernians of America “was established )
about sixt_y-ﬁve y‘eai's ago for' the purpose of furnishing a fund of
money to maintain the aged blind; sick and infirm members, and
_inscribed on its banner is the motto: * Friendship, unity and
Chrlstlan charlty Division No. 2 (Thorold) of Welland County
boasts of being the only Jubilee fraternal organization in town, as it

- was organized Apnl 18, of this year (1897), by County President
Griffin, assisted by members from St. Catharines, Merritton, Niagara
Falls (N.Y.) and Niagara Falls (Ont.)A Divisions. The following
members were chartered: : '

-James Swinton. ‘ ~ Hugh McBride.
W. H. Gough. : Thomas Flannery. -
Thomas F. ‘Conlon. William Hart.
Bryan Cain. , .- William Daley.
Thomas Tierney. . . Patrick Jordan.
]ohn McMahon. , Edward ‘Doyle.

A. McKeague. ©° M. Whalen..

The following is the list, of first -officers :

Chaplam——Rev T. J. Sullivan.
President— {ThOS .F. Conlon.-
’ Jas. Swinton.

—_ . Jas. Swinton. : ’
. Vice-President— John Mahoney. J

R. S.—W. H. Geugh
F.S— William' Daley. .
Thomas McDermott.
Treasurer—A. McKeague

H

The closing of the ]ubllee year finds forty-t\\o members in good
standmg on the roll. :

DOMINION Prowing ASSOCIATION OF ‘THE COU‘\'TIES OoF LiNcoLn
AND WELLAND

Thorold Township has always been particularly promment in the

annals of this Association, ‘the organization. of wﬁlch dates from

1867. The late John R. Swayze was President for Twelve successive
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 years, while the office of Vice- -president has been held by -B. H. ‘
Kottmeire, Robert M. Wilkerson and Thomas Edmondstone. C.

~'T. Ware has’ been Secretary for the last thirteen years ; Andrew
Miller of DeCew Falls was treasurer. for six years, while that oFﬁce is
now filled by W. J. Dougan of Thorold.

" Many plowing matches under the auspices of. this Assocntlon

i have been held in the Township, one having taken p]ace on the farm -

of Sidey Upper, three or four at R.M. Wilkerson’s, : and several
others. on Thomas Edmondstone’s farm. }
Amonﬂr the many prize-winners in the [‘ownshxp are :. . Arthur
Horton (who won-the first prize in his class after p'lssmg hls three-
score years and ten), Thomas Edmondstone, Lachlin Carter, Samuel
Smith, Lewis Kottmeire, James Smith, Marcus A. Ware, Geor;.,c

Snider, ]ohn Huggins, C. T. Ware, William -Hart, ~Joseph Dixon, -

.~ Loran quyc John T. Ware and Harry }'aywell

LorNE CURLING CLUB

The Lorne Curling Club was formed ‘in 1878, and was received
into the Ontario Curling Association, then called the Ontario Branch

of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, in the same year The Club
membership was as follows : '

P'\tron—]ohn \/IcDonagh

" President—John Paterson. :

Vice-president--John L.; MrDonaId

Representative Members—John Paterson and Dand Walker.

Secretary-Treasurer—Matthew Brown.

Committee of Management—A. Vlalcolm ] Robson, A. Mur-
dock, J. Oswold.

Members——Roderlck Campbell, . Jas. McDonald,  Alex. Fraser
J. B. Wilson, W. J. Rlch'lrdson, Geo Grenwlle, James McNeil,
Peter Algie. :

For the first year-or two the game was played on the sanal, and

many interésting matches took place. In the early eighties a stock
company was organlzed, and by it was built ‘the large rink on
Ormond street at present owned by Geo H. Williams and used as a

basket warehouse. This rink was used for both skating and curling.

until 1839, when a new campany was organized, and the rink on

Front stree(t/ now used by the Curlers, was built. This build-

-

\\\
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ing is used for curlmg only, and is lighted w1th acetylene gas. The

| ~Lorne Carling Club is looked upon as one of the strongest clubs in

the Niagara District, and has - many. times won the District
championship,
The officers and sklps for 1897- 8 are as follows :

Patron—John McDonagh.

Patroness—Mrs. McDonagh.

President—D. B. Crombie.

Vice-president—James McTavish. -

Chaplain—Rev. W. A. Cook.

Secretary-treasurer—D. J. C. Munro. ‘

Representative Members—Charles Johnson, D. B. Crombie. -
Honorary Members—John “Paterson (Winnipeg), James A.

_ Lowell, James Lawson, Alex. Fraser, Evan Fraser.

Committee of Management-—James Cook, Isaac McMann, Geo.
Henderson, Hector Mawdesley, Robt. Smith.

Skips—D. B. Crombie, Chas. Johnson, D. J. C. Munro, Geo.
Henderson, Wm. Williams, Capt. Mawdesley, James McTavish,
Isaac McMann, Geo. H. Shaw, Robt. Smith, O. J. Phelps.

-
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'APPENDIX A

BusiNEss .DIRECTORIES OF 1851

A directory of Canada published by Lovell in 1851, cbmpiled by
W. S. Mackay, says Thorold had a population of about 1 1,000, and

was connected with St. Catharines by a stage line, the fare charged

being 1s. 3d. * The fetlowing list of business houses, etc, is given as
being in existence at that time : E

Cowan (Wm.) & Parke (]ames), Welland Canal ﬂour-mllls

Gibson, James, Niagara flour-mills.

Hendershot Wm. B., general merchant.

Keefer, ]acob commissioner' and conveyancer.
Keefer, George, flouring-mills.

Keefer, Peter, postmaster and clerk of d1v1510n court.
Rolls, Henry, M. D.

Ward, Wm. H., saw and planmg mxlls and machinist.
Abl)ott lhomas shoemaker.
‘Allen & Campbell, blacksmiths.
Anderson, Alexarider, grocer.
Apple, George, shoemaker.

‘Ball, Lewis A., attorney-at-law.
Batten, John, butcher.

Beatty, Wm., tanner.

Birbeck, Richard, tinsmith.
Butler, Wm., Welland hotel. )
Carrol, Sylvester, merchant.
Carter, Edward, mason.

‘Casper, Johin H., coopef.
Cockburn, Charles, bailiff.

. ,Cleveland (Sylvanus) & Shroud (E. S.), E‘(change hotel.

Dorris, Isabella, Farmers’ inn.

Donaghue,. Patrick, butcher.

Dougan, Robert, merch:mt.

Evans, Rev. Mr., Methodist.

Fair, Alexander, cooper.

Fish, Wm. T., merchant. .

Fisher & McDonald, carriage-makers.

Fuller, Rev. Thomas B., Church. of England.

n
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Gardner, Wm. N, Grocer.
Gase, Joseph, Elgin flour-mills.
Gordon, W., shoemaker. »
_Grant, John, apothecary. =
.-—Gisso, Chas., saddler. :
Grenville, John, carriage-maker.
Henderson, Simeon, mason. CT . .
Hilton, J. B.' J,, “corn-broom. maker.
Hoover, Henry, cooper. -
Ironsides, Robert, M. D.
James, W., merchant and baker.
James, Hugh, carpenter.
Keel, Wm., butcher.
McArthur, Rial, recess.
McKenzie, Daniel, cooper.
McKonachie, George, blacksmith.
McDonald, John, tailor.
McDonagh Mary, grocer.
Mclntyre, James, tailor.
Mclntyre, Joseph, cabinet-maker.
" McMahon, Hugh, shoemaker.
Martin, Robert British American hotel
Morley, John, ploughmaker.
Munro, James & Co., merchants.
. Patrick, John, baker.
Paulding, Wm., tailor.
Pew, Robert, school-teacher.
Preston, Sylvester chairmaker.

Ramsay, Wm., temperance hotel, Pottery and corporatron clerk. |

Ranney, John L., Welland canal mills.
Rogers, Chas., hutcher.

Smith, Robert, shoemaker.
Stark, Maurice, merchant tailor.
Swartz, Peter H., hatter.

. Trew, Joseph, shoemaker.
Turney, James, grocer.

‘Ward, Wm., carpenter.

Waters, Thomas, auctioneer.
Weeks, James, saddler.

Winslow, Alexander, British hotel.

The same book mentions Allartburgh \as a “village situated on
the north end of the deep cut,” etc., 7 miles from St. Catharines, to
which the usual stage fare. was 1s. 10145d. Populatlon, 300. The

business houses were :

Rannie, John, general storekeeper and postmaster.
“Bowman, Joseph, pail f'\ctor)
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Bump; Philander, tanner and hootmaker
Dennis, Wm., 1nnkeeper .
z-Wright, grist-mill.
Elmwood, B. F., cloth factory and carding-mill.
Finlay, Patnck mnkeeper
Harper, John, innkeeper. '
. Hoshal, Benjamin, cloth factory and carding-mill:
Harle & Son, saddlers and harness.makers.
Jackson, John, boot.and shoemaker.
Mussen, Philip S., bricklayer.
Mussen, James, bricklayer.
- ‘Peart, John, innkecper.
Pennock, Wm., general store.
. Ranbie & Tucker, lumber merchants.-
- Sherwood, Harley, tailor.
Swayze, Samuel turning-machine.
Upper, Joseph, innkeeper. ‘
Vanderburgh, Andrew, saw-mill.
Williams, Daniel, cabinet and chairmaker.
. Williams, Daniel, shingle factory. ‘ : .
Wilson, John C., carriage-maker. : .
Wright, Wm., blacksmith. ’ '

From Port Robinson to St. Catharines the same stage ran, with

a fare of 2s. 6d. There was also still regular steamboat connection

with Buffalo, the fare being ss. Population about 400. The
business houses were :

Murray, Andrew, pdstmaster, éollector of candl tolls, and

customs house officer.

Abbey, John & James E., shipbuilders.
Band, Robert & Co., ﬂour-mlll _
Brooks, Wilson, tmsmlth and stove-dealer.
Brown, T homas shoemaker.

- 2'Coleman, Dilly, innkeeper and stage ow ner.
(,ampbel-, John & Co,, shoemakers
Crawford, E., tailor.

Coulter, Robert, saddler. .
Donaldson, _Tohn & Co., plaster-mill.
Dilke, F. H., druggist.

“Elliott, Wm., painter.

- -Elliott, Andrew, butcher.

Elliott, Robert, general store, and insurance agent.
Evans, E. & Co.; potash factory.

Feener, Edward, tailor.

Griffiths, R. & Co., brickyard.

Grimes, J., tailor.

"SI L L LLINTINE L TLLE RN
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. Hilton, Andrew & Co., broom-makera.

- Jakes, Dr." A., phy51c1an, etc.

Jordan, George, innkeeper.

Kelly, D., tailor.

King, Dr. R. S., physician, etc.

Lemons, John & Co., saw-mill.

MacKay, Thomas, butcher.

-Marshall, Wm., painter. - o
’VlcCoppen, James, general store.

- McFarland, Duncan, commissioner of queen’s bench
Pew, ]. & J., blacksmiths.

Peare, Henry, wagon-maker.

Powell, John S., general store, bakery and hvery stables.
- Roberts, Wm., cabinet-maker.

Stuart, Charles, ink and.sealing-wax factory.

Timms, Henry W., innkeeper, coroner and townshlp clerk.
Wallace, Robert blacksmith.




APPENDIX B

THoROLD BUsINEss DIRECTORY—1897

Battle, Est. of John, cemeént manufct’r’s and’ mushroom growérs.

Battle, Joseph, coal merchant.
Bell, Robert; cooper.

Burley, George, barber.
Boyle, Wm., builder.

Canadian Bank of Commerce; F. O. Cfoss, ménager (pért of year).

Collief & .Burson, barristers. '

Creeggan, P.-C., dentist.

Cloy,yGeorge D., groceries and ship chandlery.
Campbell, Neil, physician.

Conlon, T. &2J., lumber merchants and vessel owners.
Commarford, R., undertaker. '
Cartmell, William, quarries.

Casey, F. W., barrister. .

Caledonia Co., The, dry goods.

Cave, W. R,, builder. | :

Dunn, Mrs. M. C., stationery and fancy goods.
Dougan, R. & Co., groceries.

Durkee, Z. W., piano and sewing-machine agent.
Donnelly, Patrick, hotel (Mansion House).

Davy, James, pulp-mill. i

England, Wm.; builder.

Eddy, Robert, shoemaker.

Flannery, Matthew, paint shop.

Frey, John, boots and shoes. -

Festing, H. W., baker.

Foulds & Shaw, flour-millers (Welland Mills).

Fridey, Henry, harnessmaker.

Grenville Bros., paint shop.

Grenville, John, postmaster. .

Garner, Mrs. M. E., fancy and dry goods.

Hannan, Michael, hotel (Welland House).

Hawse, John, chandler.

Hunt, Joseph, market gardener.

Johnston, R. J., physician.

Johnstone Bros., drug store and Can. Express agency.
Jones, Thomas, jeweller. .

Jones & Durkee, bicycle factory. o .
Johnstone, J. K., physician. .
Kennedy, Mrs. E., groceries. =
Kennedy, Matthew, merchant tailor.

Koeppel, Emil, barber.

i
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Lampman, W. T., jeweller.
- ? Lewis, Wm., tinsmith. . _
Lodato, Augustus, fruit dealer. - ‘ o o
- Munro, D. J. C,, insurance agent. : '
* Munro, James & Co., dry goeds. . -
Macartney, W. T, drug store and G. N. . telegraph office.”
Millar, James & Co dry goods and merchant tailoring.
Monro & Roantree, ﬂour-mlllers (F ife ‘Mills).,
McCarthy, D., City Hotel (part of year).
McMann, L., groceries, boots and shoes, furniture, pork packmg.
S - McMahon, Patnck wood and coal dealer.
e . C McClure, Wm., physman
B v . McKeague & Zimmerman, butchers.
4 - .+ McClenchy, Alex., flour and feed store.
i - McTavish, James, N. C. R. and Am. Express agent
Oxley, R, W.,; G. T. R. agent.
Penman Manufacturmg Co., kpitting-mill.
Preston, Alonzo, tailor. .
Preston, A. H., restaurant.
- 'Potter, Thos., casket manufacturer.
Pike, Wm., coal dealer.
Pattison, T. F., insurance agent.
- Quebec Bank ; D. B. Crombie, manager.
" Rogers, J. S., livery.
~Rinker, S,, shoemaker
Stuart & Felker, foundry and machine shop
Simson, T. E., groceries and boots and shoes.
Shriner,” Rlchard blacksmith.
Stewart, Mrs. J., groceries. .
'Stanley, Alfred, paint shop.
Smith, H. A., furniture manufacturer.
Sutherland , photographer.
Turner, Geo ‘blacksmith and wagon maker.
Thompson, ]ames & Co., stoves and tinware.
Taggart, James A., boots and shoes, bicycle agent.
Thompson, John H Prop. THE THOROLD PosT Ptg & Pub. Co.
Upper & Smith, butchers. :
Usher, Isaac & Sons cement manufactun,rs ;
Upper, Oscar, British- hotel. )
Weeks, James, harness shop. _ ) .
Warner, Richard, livery. ' '
Winslow, Wm., Clty Hotel (part of year)
.Walton, H. D, liquor store.
- Williams, Wm., undertaker and carriage manufacturer.
- Williams, George H., basket manufacturer.
Wilson, James, hardware and groceries.
Wilson, John H., bakery. E :
Walker, James, contractor. S e

- s




_APPENDIX C

VOTERS LisT FOR THE YEAR 1897, TowN OF THOROLD

St. George's Ward, Part I—Persons entitled to vote at both Munici-

pal Elections and Elections to the Legislative Assembly

Name

Arnold, James. ...
Battle, Matthew., .
Band, Jobhn ......
Bennett, BC .....
Batten, John .....
‘Birbeck, Richard. :
Battle, James ... ..
Battle, David .. ...
Booth, HA ......
Calcott, Geo .....
Clark, Wm .. .....
Corbett, John ....
Cloy, Martin ... ..
Collins, John .....
Cole, Jobn .......
~ Crombie, DB ...
:..Cowan, Thos ....:

- Carter,, Henry,

Creeggan; PC. .. . -
Campbell, Samuel .

-Clipperton, W H

Dabald, James

-~

Gentleman
Locktender
Locktender
Trader

Dredgeman’

Locktender

. Bank Mgr

Locktender
Mason
Dentist

.Gentleman
.. Teacher

Campbell, Rodk-. . ..
Clark, Adelbert ....
Carr, Thomas ...
Cloy, Geo D .....
Cook, WA.......
Cleveland, JasP. ...
Cook, Joseph .....
" Campbell, Neil ....
Cook, James .....
Constable, John.. .
Durkee, Z W ... .
Doherty, Joseph.. .

Locktender
Locktender
Laborer
Merchant .
Minister-
Laborer
Locktender
M. D.
Locktender

.Stonecutter

Agent

. Teamster
.. Peddler.

" Grisdale, Fred

- QOecupation Name - Occupation
Foreman . Durkee, Wm ...... Machinist
Foreman Dougan, W J ...... Merchant
Miller England, Wm .- . .. .Carpenter
Book-keep’r Eddy, Robert ...... Shoemaker
Gentleman . Fridey, Henry...... Bridget'nd'r

. Tinsmith Fisher, John ...... Laborer
Accountant Fisher, Albert...... Papermaker
Accountant Flynn, Edward .. ..Laborer
Car builder Fairlie, Andrew ....Gentleman

Flannery, Matthew . . Painter

Flannery, Henry. ... Painter
Flett, James ......Laborer
Forse, Wm ........ Stonecutter
Fish WT ....... ".Clerk

...Foreman™
... Carpenter
Galbraith, Walter ..Locktender
Gates, James ......Sailor
Henderson, John ..Cooper

Foley, Thomas .

" Lorriman, L. G

Jones, Thomas ....

Laville, Wm .....

Huggins, John E ..Carpenter
Hartley, WF ...... Music t’ch’r
. Hendershot, W M . .Contractor
"Hoover, RG ...... Teamster
Hunt, James ......Laborer
Hutt, WA ....... Laborer
Hannan, M J..... " Hotelkeep'r
Higgins, Henry ....Carpenter .
Hoover, Frank ....Machinist.
Justice, Wm_ ..... Stonecutter
Johnstone, Omar .. Druggist
Johnstone, W J . ... Druggist

Bicycle mfr

‘Stonecutter. -
. ... Teacher

) N
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- Lynch, John

-~ Munro, James

l.emon, B H
Lampman, Thos. ..
Lampman, WT...

Marshall, W
Martin, Wm*
Mable, George
Mawdesley, H' M
. Mann; Volney
Moore, Elijah......

o Mallion, John...:..

_Neil, Wm

Munro, D J C
McCarthy, D

MclIntosh, Wm ...
McMann, Leslie. ...
Mclntyre, J D.
McMann, Isaac ...
McKenney, John
McTavish, James
" McClure, Wm.. .. ..
McBride, John. ....
Newton, ,Geo

O’Connor, L
O’Dea, John
-Qats, Daniel -
O’Donnell, John. ..
<Philip, WA........
Preston, Alonzo ...
Pattiso'n, Thos F ..

- Rogers, Jared......

Roach, John
Rockett Andrew
Roberlson David

Pa

Andrews, Miss F E
Alexander, Mrs E -
- Abbott, .Effie
Boyle, Jane

Battle Joseph .
Ball, Mary Ann
Burton, Wm H
Burnison,- Mary
Berry, Mary

OF THOROLD'

MD . Upper, James S . ... Ry employe -
Teamster Upper, Georgé - . ... Locktender

" Locktender  Usher, Isaac ...... Cement mfr -
Traveller-  Usher, Hudson ....Cément mfr

‘. Electrician  Usher, James'... ....Cement mfr.
Sectionman  Upper, Albert H .. Locktender
Stonecutter  Upper, Oscar ..... Hotelkeep’r

. Sailor Walker, Benjamin .. Gentleman
Music t'’ch’r Walker, James . .Contractor

. Tailor- Weeks, George . ...Musict’cher
. Customs Weeks, James .. ... Harnessmkr
Livery ‘Warner, Richard. .. Livery
Engineer Winslow, Wm..... Hotelkeep’r
..Sectionman Walton, H D ... .. Liquordealr
..Stonecutter Williams, Wm. .. ... Undertaker

'Pers‘om entitled 1o vote at Municipal Elections only
Bradlé_v,. Alice .

Conlon,-

HISTORY
MD "Smerdon, Jas W. .. .Locktender
.Gentleman  Smerdon, "Alfred.. . . Papermaker .
.Jeweller Stuart, John ....Founder
Laborer Simson, TE ..... . Merchant
Machinist Schwaller, John F ..Gentleman
Mason Snider, Geo . ...... Laborer -
.. Mason. Slingerland, Wm. . ..Sectionman
.. Tug man Secord, Wm ...... Engineer
.. . . Carpenter Spencer, P L. ... ... Minister :
Carpenter Shaw, Geo. H...... Accountant * B
.. Merchant Smith, Robert " ....Laborer -
Hostler Shriner, Richard .. .Blacksmith
..Merchant  Stevenson, Joseph . Laborer .
Hotelkeep’r Stevens, John..... Laborer
.Ry employe - Turner, Geo . ....Blacksmith
Merchant Turner, Geo A .... Wagon mkr
Cook Thompson, James .. Merchant
:Locktender Taggart, James A .. Shoemaker
..Engineer . Thompson, John H. Printer
..Station mstr Thomas, Wm . ...Stonecutter

Thos. 7 [

Battle, John -
Bal, J H

- Battle Richard -
Battle, Patrick S
Campbell, Jane
Cowan, Mrs Sarah
Caspar, Pheebe
Cowan, Maud

Dougan, Elizabeth b

Dunn; P A
England; Mrs F

JFridey, Bridget

Fraser, Evan
Fraser, Mrs Jane .
Fraser, Alex
Hoover, Catherine:




N

Henderson, Pheebe '

Hoover, Mary
Hoover, Annie -
Hare, C B

‘&7 Kennedy, Ellen
Lampman, Amelia
Lampman, Elsie
Lawson, James
Marshall, Jane
Monro, Hillena
Miller, Miss E
Miller, Jane

Part}\]][—l’ersom entitled 1o vote -at Elctions to the [egzslalme

Arnold, Emest '
Bradley, Stephen
Brennen, Isaac
Carter, Charles
Cook, Peter
Cookson, Thos
Doherty, . Wm

- Dell, James, Jr
Doherty, George

3

" Pike, Mrs

APPENDIX C

Macartney, W J

‘McArthur, Jane

McCulloch, Andrew .

Pike, Fred -
Philip, Elizabeth
Pike, .Robert -

" Ripley, Mrs A

Stewart, Beatrice
Sangster, Alex
Stevenson, Charles
Stewart, Julia

Assembly only

Dell, James
Doherty, James
Edmonds, Samuel
Forse, Frank

‘Hoover, John
Hartley, W E
* Justice, Thos

Lynch, Edward

McBride, H

. Tracy, ESt G -

Tyler, Louisa’
Tucker, B .

", Tucker, J
" Wilson, Sarah

Wilson, James
Walker, Robert
Walton, F T -
Weir, Agnes
Young, Mary Jane

N Prlce, Freeman

Pearson, Frank
Patterson, D
Smerdon, Arthur
Spencer, Ernest
Turner, Louis
Upper, Horatio
Upper, Richard L

St. 4 ndrew s Ward Part I— Persons enlztled o vote at thlz Munici-
" pal Elections and Elections to the Legislative Assembly

. Name

"~ Occupation Name Occupanon'

Allan, Joseph...... Papermaker Dunn, P A ....... Moulder
Allan, Wm .. ... ... Teamster Dundas, Robert. . ..Laborer
Armstrong, Lewis .. Miller Duseau, Henry ....Stonecutter
Bessey, Loran...... Miller - Donnelly, Patrlck . Hotel
Battle, Joseph...... Coal dealer Daley, Johnu...... Laborer
Boyle, Wm...... .Carpenter Dunn, WH..... .. Foreman
Burley, TJ........ Basket mkr Eynon, Chas ... ...Gentleman
Burley, Wmi ....... Carpenter - = Ekins, Walter...... Farmer
Bye, Henry........ Papermaker  Frey, John ....%... Shoemaker
Bradley, Arthur ... . Teamster Felker, WL....... Founder
Brennen, Geo . Laborer Festing, H W......Baker
Brennen, Abram .Locktender  Fleming, Wm...... Bridgetendr
Brannigan, Mu.hael Laborer Garner, Oscar N .. .Marketclerk

" Bye, Joseph ... ... .Laborer Gray, George .....: Millwright
Cunningham, A ....Laborer Gough, Henry ..... Laborer

.-Cartmell, Wm . .Stonecutter  Gilchrist, Neil ... . ... . Laborer
Dell, Warren ......Miller

Howel, CH ...... Carpenter

I
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McLean, George ..

. Laborer

10 _HISTORY OF THOROLD
Howell, ]ohn ..Carpenter . Neil, John ........ Locktender
Howel, WH...... Carpenter Notman, Wm. ... .. .. Blacksmith

- Hilton, Joseph..... Laborer Oats, John ... .... Foreman
VHeughan,ﬁ]oseph. .. Machinist Oxley, RW ... ... Station mstr
Holland, Geo...:..Laborer Potter, TT ....... Casket mfgr. .
Holland, WH..... Papermaker Phillips, Henry ....Locktender
Hunt, ]oseph ...... Gardener Pierson, Arthur ....Laborer .
Holland Jobn . Lock tender  Pierson, James . / T.ocktender
Johnson, Char]es - .Gardener ‘Porter, George .. . /. Laborer

" Kennedy, Matthew . Tailor Reid, Thomas '.",/. .. Laborer-

- Liddycoat, George . . Papermakeér Reavley, A W .....Teacher
Lymburner, Henry. . Engineer Rouse, Phlllp. .....Engineer
Laughlin, Andrew .Carpenter Runchey, (xeorge .. Laborer
Lowe, Thos ....... Laborer - ;Stoddart, W G/ .... Trimmer

. Mable, Samuel. ....Laborer = " Scharfenberger, Bart.Sawyer
Middough, P S .... Railroader  Scharfenberger, Jas. . Sawyer

“McGill, James . .... Electrician  Slater, Thomas ... .Papermaker
McNeil, James..:. .Laborer Scharfenberger, Jos . Laborer
McDonald, James ..Carpenter -~ Stevenson, C N ....Tinsmith
McDonald, H ....Gentleman Stevens, Jas ..... Laborer
McDonald, W J....Laborer =~ Tracy, StGE..... Gentleman
McDonagh, John...Gentleman  Tyson, Chas ...... Papermaker
McBride, Thos D ..Accountant ~ Williams, G H ....Basket makr
McNulty, John ... Bndgetendr Woodward, Jas ....Laborer

“McNulty, Wm . .... Teamster Walton, FT  ...... Manager
McDonald, Ronald . Foreman Wills, Alex ........Laborer
McMullen, John. ... Laborer Walrond, T J..:... Teacher
McMullgzn_, Wm ...’ Teamster Wilson, Wm ..... Miller
McCausland, John..Stonecutter ~ Walker, John ..... Bridgetendr

* McDonald, James..Stonecutter ~ Williams, R C ..... Foreman

Part II—Persons entitled 1o vole at Municipal Elections only

Battle, Thos
Battle, Richard
Battle, Martin
Battle, Matthew
Battle, David
Brennen, Margaret
Brownlee, Eliza
Blackstock, Annie
Baxter,. Caroline

. Burns, James |
"Broderick, John
Battle, James.
Battle, Patrick

r

Battle, Cecelia
Calcott, Geo
Commarford, R
-Conlon, Thos _
: Cooper, ‘Hannah
Campbell, Alex
Courtney, Dennis
Darwin, Thos
Dorris, Bridget
Farrie, Bridget
Foley, Thos
Galbraith, Eliza
Galbraith, Frank

a

Gilpin, Sarah
Gilpin, Elizabeth
Gearin, Ellen
Kearney, Mary

Keefer, T C .
* Kendrick, Mrs

Lewis, W R

:Lockerbie, Mrs

Miller, Harriet

‘Macartney, W J

Martin, Jas

McGovern, C
‘McArthur, Jane.




McArthur, EL C
McCleary, Wm ,

McDonald, Pleasant .

McCleary, A
McCleary, M
McDonald, Jane F
McArthur; H M

.~ McFarland, Geo
McNeff, Mrs
Ramsay, David
Stuavrt Wm

Part III—Persons entitled to vote at Elections to the Legz:latwe S

Ames, Robert
Cartlnell James
Cartmell, Frank
Cartmell, Joseph
Cartmell, John
Ekins, Wm
Ekins, Geo. .
Fleming, John
French, Norman
Holland, James -
Hill, John
Hunt, Jos, Jr

APPENDIX C |

Stewart, Julia
Shriner, Richard
Stuart, John
Small, Thos

Stuart, Mary -~ .

~ Stuart, Geo™ 7
Turner, Geo '
Tucker, B
Iu(.ker, ]
Urlocker, Louisa
Whalen, Ann

Assembly only

Johnson, Fred
Kaiser, Arnold
Lockerbie, D
Lockerbie, F
Mann, Amos
Martin, Samuel -
- Martin, Dawson
McLean John .

McDonald,,Jas, Je

. McDonald, Daniel
McNulty, -Thos
_ Pearson, Wm

11

© Williams, Wm

Walton, H D
Wilson,’Mrs J .
Walker, Ben
Walton, Nettie

-Wilkerson, C M
" . Walton, Florence'

Wilson, James

" Young, Margaret

Porter, Geo ]

Porter, Harry
Porter, Chas

‘Robinson, Albert

Ryckman, Walter . .
Shea, Thos o
Thatchgr; Wm
Wills, Wm . .
Young, Jas :
Young, John

St. Patrick's Ward Part I— Persans entitled. to vote at both Munici-
pal Elections and- Elections 1o the Leﬂzslatwe Assembly

-Clark, Rev Geo ...

. Methodist

Grenville, John ...

Name Occupation Name Occupation

Aikens, Henry ....Carpenter . Crawford, James . ..Bridget'ndr
"Allen, James ...... Laborer Clark, John ....... Laborer
Booth, Thos ...... Carpenter Casey, F W . .Barrister
Bowman, EB ..... Miller Cleveland, Sam . .. .Carpenter
Bradley, Wm ......Teamster Crawford, Edward. . Bridget'n’dr
Burley, Geo ...... Barber Dabald, Geo ...... Peddler
Brown, Francis ....Mason Doyle, Edward ....Laborer
Collins, John ...... Locktender - Dent, Harry ...... ‘Laborer - .
-Caffrey, James .. Herder Elhs, James . ..., .. - Locktender
Commarford, Thos .Locktender Ekins, Walter......Mason
Culligan, Patrick ... . Laborer Foster, A ......... Gardenér
Cain, Bryan ...... Stonecutter-  Foley, Edward. .. .. Pulpmaker
Collins, Anthony ..Foreman Freel, Ti homas. .....Locktender
Cloy, John .. ...... Metchant Grenvﬂle, TE..... Painter
Collins, John M.....Engineer .Grenville, John D .. Painter

. Postmaster

®
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Gartley, Samuel G. . Knitter " McMannan, Edw’d-. Laborer

.- Griffiths, Wm ...... Carpenter . McCarthy, John. ... Laborer
Gearin, John ......Laborer McKeague, Archie .Butcher

"~ Gunning, Michael .. Laborer McCarthy, Michael.Locktender
Hillman, J N F....Locktender = McArthur, G E ....Traveller
Hughes, Henry ... .Laborer McAndrew, Patrick.Engineer
Heysel, fohn .. Stonecutter - - McCabe, James. ... Trader
Hart, Matthew. .... Gentleman . McIntosh, Edgar ..Butcher -
Heenan, John . ... Gentleman  McMann, Fred . ...Sailor

" Heysel, James . ....Stonecutter =~ McGovern, Thos. .ILocktender
Judge, Michael . ... Laborer O’Melia, Michael . .Laborer
Jordan, Maurice. . .« Laborer Preston, A-H .....Restaurant
James, Hugh ......Gentleman  Pollock, John..... Laborer
Koeppel, Emil. . ..Barber “Reuter, ]acob ...... Locktender
‘Kerr,, John........ Laborer Saunders, W P ....Diver
Lodato, Augustus .. Fruit dealer ‘Sullivan, Rev T J ..R Catholic
Murray, Lyke .....Laborer Savage, Robert ....Stonecutter -
Mitchell, Jos B ....Teamster Stanley, Alfred ....Painter
Matthewson, D W. .Locktender Turney, Thos......Pulpmaker
Macartney, W J... Druggist Thompson, John A.Stonecuttet -
Mawdesley, J W ...Captain Ward, James, sr....Laljorer .
Millar, David E. ... Tailor Ward, James, jr....Laborer
Millar, James ... . ... Tailor Wilson, John H....Baker
Madill, James. .. ... Locktender Wilson, A J .......Clerk
Monro, Arch ...... Machinist Wilson, James . .... Grocer
McGarry, Martin. . .Laborer '

Part II— Persons entitied to vole at Illmlza;)al E/emoizs only

Armstrong, L A
Allen, Ellen
Beatty, Jas H
Berhalter, Mary
. -Bennett, Catherine
Battle, Matthew .
Battle, David .
Battle, Joseph'.
Battle, James ™
Battle, Maitin "~.
Battle, Richard .
Battle, Thos -
Battle, Patrick
- Battle, Mrs Cecelia
- Battle, Cecelia”
Culligan, M
Copeland, Margaret
Cartmell, Wm

" . Caffrey, Mrs

Commarford, Mary
Cronin, Honora .

1

Cloy, Geo D
Crombie, D.B
Davy, James -
Freel, Cecelia
Frazer, W A
Freel, Maurice
Foley, Wm
Gunning, Bridget
Grenville, W D

Hennessey, Maggie

Hawse, John
Hardy, Mary A -
v]ones Annie
Keefer, W N

’ Kearney, Kate
Lahany, Bridget .
Leeson, Richard
Manley, Frank
Merritt, Thos - .
"Monro, Helena J °

Monro, Wm

. Mckndrew Mary
* McAndrew, Michael
McMann, Leslle

McDermott, Mrs
McKeague, Mary
McElroy, Eliza J
McKeever, W '
Oille, L' S

Pew, Robert
Ripley, Sophia
Roantree, R B
Shriner, John
Shaw, G H

. Seymour, A w

Tracy, StGE -
Tucker, B
Tucker, J

Urlocker, Mlchael
- Zimmerman, H

-
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Part l][—Persons e;z/ztled to vote at Elections to ﬂze Leozslatme

BQoth, Herbert
Booth, Wm
Commarford, Jas
Collins, Charles
Cloy, Herbert
Collins, Frank
Ellis, Harry
Doyle, Harry
Grenville, Fred

Assembly only

Gunning, John
Gunning; M, Jr -
Gunning, James
Hart, Joseph -
Judge, Patrick -
Lockerby, James
McGovern, Wm
Mellor, A H

Maw desle), Walkden

Macartney, Charles
McAndrew, John
McGovern, Thos
McGovern, John -
Savage, Barney T
Walker, Robert
Walker, Geo

St Damd’s Ward, Part ]——-l’ersons entitled to vote at both Municipal

E/edmm and Elections to the Legislative Assembl_y

. Name Occupation " Name Occupation’

- Bradley, Thos ..... Locktender - Flannery, Thos ... ILaborer
Bradley, Alex...... Quarrymian  Flannery, Michael..Teamster
Bouck, James.-..... Laborer Forsyth, Thomas. .. Millwright
Bell, Robert. ..o 7. Cooper Frazer, WA .....: -Gentleman.
.Bessey, Howard. ... Papermaker  Griffiths, Wilson. .. .Laborer
Bessey, Peter ] ... .Carpenter ~ Hanna, Thos..... ". Locktender
Bell, Thomas..:...Coopet" Hutty, James...... Laborer
Bessey, EA....... Laborer Henderson, G W. ..Foreman -
Bye, James........ Papermaker Hawse, John ...... Chandler
Beatty, Jas H..... "Gentleman Jackson, David ....Laborer
Boutcher, Nélson .. Laborer Jordan-Michael ... .Laborer
Batten, Henry .. ... Gentleman  Johnston, R J ..... MD
Clark, Ralph L ....Weaver - Johnstone, J K ....M D
Clark, Z .......:.. Papermaker Kergan, John...... Locktender
(‘ommarford R .. Carpenter Laughlin, Robt ....Locktender
pommarford‘ John .Carpenter Lewis, WR ....... Tinsmith
Conimarford, Wm. . Butchet Mahoney, C....... Laborer
Coady, Michael....Locktender Moisley, John F . ..Laborer

- Calffrey, Jas O.. . .. Laborer - Martin,Adam ... .. Constable

Cave, WR........ Carpenter Murray, Charles. . . . Teamster
Cottins, T hom::i . Miller Moss, R ....... Cotton-mills

C onlon, Thom .Contractor Manley, Frank. .. Dredgeman

le, ] Lhn. " Teamster - Monro, Wm ......Miller
al<., S Cooper » + Madill, Thomas. . ..Papermaker

Dawson George ... .Knitter ~ Moran, Michael. ... Laborer
Darker; George ....Carpenter . McPherson, Lewis. . Laborer
Dale; James. .. .. .. Miller McMahon, P ...... Teamster
Dale, Thomas ....Moulder McCleary, Wm ....M P
Dell, Hiram ... .... Laborer McGill, Wm ...... Gentleman

" Dundas, Thos...... Laborer McLeod, John ....Locktender

.
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McClenchy, Alex ..Feed store  Small, Thomas ....Papermaker-
O’Brean, John..... Papermaker Schuman, Fred. . ... Locktender
Pew, Frank M ..... Cooper Smith, Henry A :...Manuf’ct’rer
. Poulin, Francis . ...Laborer ~ Steep, Peter ....... Teamster
Paterson, James. ...Machinist .~ Thomas, Geo...... Stonecutter
Price, Geo .. ... .. Papermaker Urlocker, John ....Bailiff
Pew,Ben H ... .. Butcher -Upper, Jared ..... . Blacksmith
Royal MJ ....... Author Upper, Luther. .... Paper maker
Roantree, R B:....Miller- Wilson, Wm - ......Teamster
Saunders, Joseph ..Laborer Williamson, Wm . .~ Paper maker
Swetka, Joseph ....Laborer - Weldon, J. .L...... Farmer
Swinton, Jas ...... Locktender ~ Wilson, Thos......TLahorer
Stewart, John. -....Laborer ’ B :

Part II— Persons e;ilitlea' to vole at Municipal Elections only

.Bell, Mrs Thos .
Batten, John
Craig, John L
Clark, Henrietta
Curry, HF
Conlon, Thos F.
Conlon, John
Cloy, GD
Calcott, George

. Commarford, B

Doidge, Mary.
Dobbie, Mary J
Donald, Isabella
Dougan; Elizaheth
Dougan, W J
Eastwood, Mrs
Flagg, Polly
Forgie, James
Foulds, Thos
Gdlden,' John

© Golden, James

Golden, Michael

“Garner, Mrs
Gough, Mary

" Grant, John -’
‘Grenvillle, John

_Harriman, James
Jamieson,. Jessie

_ Keefer, TC .-
Kelly, Margaret
Kirkpatrick, Mrs
Lafferty, Elizabeth
Long, Margaret
Mooney, Mary Ann
Moran, Mary
Murray, James
Morgan, Susan
Madill, James -

McGraw, Barney

Macartney, WV J

McArthur, G E
McNamara, Kate

‘McKenny, john

McFarland, Amelia

-McNamara, Mary -

McNamara, Annie

McDonagh, John

Nihan, Thos, sr
O’Brien, Susan
Pew, Margaret
Phelps, Oliver
Shaw, H

Tracy, St G E
Taylor, Thos
Wilson, W J .
Wilson, James .

Winslow, Wm -

Williams, G H
Wilson, Susanna

Yokome, Levina

Part ]II—Persom entitled to wle at Elections to lhe Legzs[atwe

Bessey, ]as H
Bell, Walter
Coyle, Arthur
Coylé, Daniel -
Eastwood, Jas'

Assembly only

Fraser, Geo
Griffin, Patrick .
Gough, Wm

- Hilton, James E
Jordan, Patrick

Mahony, John
McGill, Arthur

,McNamara, M
" Steep, Albert

Wilson, Alex
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COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS OF THE VILLAGE ‘' OF THOROLD

(INCORPORATED 1850).

Reeve—Wm. ]ames

Councillors—W. B. Hendershot Alex. Chrxstle, Wllham Waud
John Boyle.

Assessors—-John Keefer, Henry Hoover, Wm Ramsay
Collector—James Parke.

-Treasurer—Geo. Keefer, Jr.

Llerk—Wm Ramsay.

1851
‘Reeve—W. B. Hendershot.

Councillors—Wm. - James, ]ohn Grant ]ames Pa:ke, W. H.
Ward.

Assessors—]Jas. Munro Hugh Patterson, Wm. Beatty
Collector--J. I. B. Hilton.
Clerk—Wm. Ramsay.
Treasurer—Geo. Keefer.
1852
Reeve—Wm. B. Hendershot.
Councillors—Wm. James, John Keefer, ]ohn Boyle, Jas. Glbson
Assessor—James Munro.
Collector—Hugh James.
Clerk—-Wm. Ramsay.
Treasurer—George. Keefer.

1853
Reeve—W. B Hendershot
Councillors—George Keefer, James Gibson, ]ohr\ Boyle, ]ohn

- Keefer ; Hugh James took his seat as Councillor on the 11th of July, .

, 185 3 havmg been elected instead of George Keefer, who resigned.
Assessor—James Munro. .
Collector—John Heenan.

Clerk—Alexander Stanley.

Treasurer—}acob Keefer.

, 1854
Reeve——Wm B. Hendershot.

8
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Elliott.
. Assessors—W. N. Garden, W. T. Fish.

- Councillors—John Boyle, ' Hugn James, Geo. Elliott, John :
.. Morley.

'Treasurer—]acob Keefer.

"Reexe—John Grant. - -

~ McMann. -

N. Moore.

A. Schwaller.

Treasurer—Jacob Keefer. -

. ' HISTORY OF THOROLD- .

Councﬂlors—]ohn Boyle, John Keefer, _Hugh ]ames, George

Collector—John Heenan.
Clerk—Alex. Stanley.
Treasurer—Jacob Keefer.

_ - 1855
Reeve—Wm. James. -

Clerk—Alex. Stanley. -
Assessors—Robt. Dougan, ]ames ’VIunro
Collector—Wm. Garden.

L

e
N il

1856
Councillors—R. B. McPherson, ]ohn Morley, C. W. GISSO B

Clerk—John D. Murray.
Assessors—Robert Dougan, W. T. Fish.
Collector—W. N. Garden.
Treasurer—]acob Keefer.

L 1857
Reeve—John Grant ‘ ' ‘
Counc1llors—R B. McPherson, B. McMann, A. Schwaller, D..

Assessors—Daniel McKenzne, Walkden Mawdesley.
Clerk—]J. D. Murray.

Tax Collector—W. N. Garden.

Treasurer—Jacob Keefer.

1858
Reeve——]ames H. Beatty. .
Councillors—]Jas. Shannon, R. B McPherson, D. N. Mdore,

Assessors—W T FlSh Hugh ]ames
Collector—W.. N. Garden
Clerk—7J. D. Murray.

1859

: Reeve—]ohn Grant.

Councillors—W. T. Fish, A. Schwaller, John Band, D. N.

Moore.”

Assessors—H. James, L. C. Camp.
Collector—John Heenan.
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Clerk—Walkden Méwdesley
Treasurer—Jacob Keefer. .
Audrtors—] ames Munro, Geo. Keefer
1860
Reeve—R..B. McPherson.

. Councillors—W. .T. FlSh James H.. Beatty, ]ohn ‘Band, A.

Schwaller.

Assessors—Hugh ]ames, L. C. Camp
Collector—John Heenan.
Treasurer—Jacob Keefer.
Clerk—C. P. McGiverin.
Auditors—H. Marlatt, James Munro.

1861

Reeve—W B. Hendershot.
- Councillors—W. T. Fish, Geo. Keefer, T Mcleerm, ]ames

Beatty.

Ca

Clerk——C P. Mcleerm

-. Treasurer —Jacob Keefer.

Auditors—]ames Muinro, Alex. Hutcheson

* Assessors—Hugh James, L. C. Camp

Collector—John Heenan.
Market Clerk—Maxwell Walkenshaw.

1862

Reeve-—]as 'H. Beatty. -
Councillors—W. T. Fish, P. Donahoe, ‘John McDonagh Alex—*

ander Hutcheson.

Munro.

- Collector—]John Heenan.

Assessors—Wm. Ramsay, Robert Dougan.
Auditors—Jas. Munro, R. B. ‘McPherson.
Clerk—C. P. McGiverin.

Market Clerk—Maxwell Walkenshaw.
Treasurer—L. C. Camp (J. Keefer resigned).

1863

'Reeve—Amantus Schwaller.

Councillors— W T. Fish, J. McDonagh Alex Hutcheson, ]as

" H. Beatty.

Auditors—R. B. McPherson, Jas. Munro.’ L
Assessors—Hugh James, Robert Pew: ,
Clerk—C. P. McGiverin.

Treasurer—L. C. Camp.

~ Collector—John Heenan.

(\ 1864
Reeve—A. Schwaller.
Councﬂlors——]ohn McI‘D agh, Wm. T. Fish, W. James, James
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Clerk—C. P. McGiverin.

Treasurer—L. C. Camp.

- Assessors—Hugh' James, Robert Pew.

. Auditors—R. M. Richardson, R. B. McPherson
Collector—R D. Hendershot.

1865

Reeve—Wm. James. '
-Councillors—A. Schwaller, ]ohn Batten, Jas. ’V[unro, P. B
Owens. ' '

Audltors—R B. ’V[cPherson, Wm, Ramsay.

Assessors—Hugh James, Robert Pew.

Collector—Sampson Hawthorn. = -

Clerk—C. P. McGiverin.

Treasurer—L. C.. Camp.

Market Clerk—Wm. Ramsay.

License Inspector—Wm Ramsay.

1866

_ Reéve—P. B Owens. .
Councillors—Wm. ]ames, A. Schwaller, James Munro, John
McDonagh :
Clerk—F. Lampman.
Treasurer—L. C. Camp.
Assessors—Hugh James, Robert Pew. :
~ Collector—Wm. T. Fish. BN
vAudltors—Robt Dougan, R. B." McPherson. '

‘ 1867

Reeve—Wm James.
Councillors—A. ‘Schwaller, Jno. Beatty, Jas. Lawson Geo, T.

Florey .

- Assessor-—A. Stanley.

Collector—R.. B. McPherson.

Treasurer—L. C. Camp.

Clerk—F. Lampman.

Audltors-—Robert Dougan, R B. McPherson

1868 -

~ Reeve—A. Schwaller.
Councﬂlors——]ohn D. Beatty, Arch.’ Dobble, John Carter, °
Geo. Keefer.
Assessors—James Munro, Alex. Stanley
Collector—]J. E. Brown.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—]J. C. L.ampman.

1869

Reeve—A. Schwallei-;
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(,ouncxllors—]ames Lawson, John: Keefer, (:eorge McFarland,
John D. Beatty.

Assessors— Arthur Garden Alexander Stanley.
Collector—Robert Eddy.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
T reasurer—] C. Lampman.

1870
Reeve——]ames Lawson. '

Councillors—]. ‘B. Smyth .]ohn McDonagh, Robert Curry,

]ohn Grenville.
Assessors——Rufus S. Swayze, John Hawse.
Collectors—John Hawse, Rufus Swayze.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—W J. Stevenson.

1871
Reeve—John McDonagh.

Councillors—Robert Curry, John Grenvtlle, Wm. Fleld ]ohn
. Morley.

Assessors——]ohn Hawse, Martin Jamieson.

“Collectors—John Hawse, Martin Jamieson. -

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish. :

Treasurer——W J. Stevenson.

1872 ‘ o
Reeve—John McDonagh. T

Councillors—John Morley, John Grenville, Robt. Curry, B. H.
Lemon. .

Assessors—John Haw , Martin Jamieson..

Collectors—John Hawse, Martin ]amleson

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish. )

Treasurer——W J. Stevenson.

1873
Reeve—]ohn McDonagh.

" Councillors—Martin Jamieson, Robert Curry, Archlbald Wur, '

]obn Morley.
Assessors--John Hawse, Robert Eddy
Collector—fohn Hawse. -
~Cletk—Wm. T. Fish.
T reasurer—W ] Stevenson..

1874
Reeve—]ohn McDonagh. =~
Councillors—David Sharp, Archibald Weir, Archlbald Dobble,
Martin Jamieson. _
Assessors—John Hawse, Robert Eddy.
Collectors——]ohn Hawse, Robert Eddy.

’
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Clerk—Wm, T. Fish. ;
Treasurer—W. J. Stevenson.

THE TowN oF THOROLD

An act incorporating Thorold as a town was assented to Decem-

ber 21st, 1874, and Wm. T. Fish was appointed returning officer to - v

hold the first election of Mayor, Reeve and Councillors.

. 1875
Mayor-—George Baxter. .
Reeve—]John Grenville.
Councillors—John Cloy, Wm. Cartmell, M. Campbell, ]ohn
McGill, Geo: Calcott, Henry Carter, Geo. Grenvxlle, Robert Curry.
Collector—Wm Ramsay. '
Assessors—Martin Jamleson Mlchael Hennessey
_Clerk—Wm: T. Fish.

1
- Treasurer—W. J. Stevenson.

John Grenville was unseated as Reeve, and Georoe McFarland

elected mstead for 187 5
1876 .
Mayof——Ge'o Baxter. :
" Reeve—A. Weir.. ' ‘ -
‘ Councillors—G. Grenville, H. Carter, M. Henderson, B.
McMann, Wm. Cartmell, M. Campbell, Thomas Conlon ]ohn Cloy
Assessors—John Hawse, Matthew Hart,
Collector—-John Hawse. ;
Clérk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—Robert Douaan

1877

Mayor—L. L. Palmer.

Reeve-—Archibald Weir. .

Deputy-reeve—R. J. Johnston."

Councillors—Wm. Spink, Jas. Lawson, P. A. Dunn, J. C.
Lampman, Jas. Arnold, John H. Wilson, Thos. Conlon, ]Ohn Cloy.

Assessors—George McFarland, A: Dobble

Collector—John Hawse.

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.

Treasurer—Robert Dougan, . '

John Grenville having been elected Reeve in phce of ‘A. \Ve1r
deceased, took his seat April 3rd, 1877.

, - 1878
Mayor--B. H. Lemon. ‘

" Reeve—]Jas. Arnold. .
- Deputy-reeve—R. J. ]ohnston

e 4

e e
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- John McGill, David Battle, John Cloy, B. McElroy, Martin
* Jamieson. . : : A
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Councillors— ] as. Lawson, John McGill, Benj. McElroy, Thos.

Conlon, W. M. Hendershot, P. A. Dunn, Wm. Spink, Geo. Calcott.

“Assessors—Geo. McFarland, John Cloy. -
Collector—John Hawse. C
Clerk-—W. T. Fish,

Treasurer--Robert Dougan.

L 1879
Mayor—-John Grenville.
Reeve—Alex. Fraser.
Deputy-reeve—R. J.*Johnston. : : ) o
Councillors—John™ Batten, Wm. England, J. D. McDonald,

- Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—John Hawse.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish. -
Treasurer—Robt. Dougan.

' 1880
Mayor—John Grenville.
Reeve—Alex. Fraser. o v
Deputy-reeve—R. J. Johnston. - _ —
Councillors—]J. D. McDonald, John Batten, David Battle, M.

Jamieson, John McGill, J. H. Wilson, Wi, Eng_lapd,»']ohn Cloy.

Assessor—John Hawse. )

Collector—John Hawse.’

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
“Treasurer—Robert Dougan.

. - 1831

Mayor—John McDonagh. -

Reeve—Alex. Fraser.

Deputy-reeve—]J. D. Johnston. . :

Councillors—W. H. Morgan, Jas. Weeks, Wm. Martin,. John
Gill, David Battle, Wm. McCleary, J. H. Wilson, Thos. Conlon.
"Assessor—John Hawse. :

Collector—John- Hawse:

- .Clerk—Wm. T. Fish. -

Treasurer—Robt. Dougan.

. o 1882
Mayor—John McDonagh.
Reeve—Alex. Fraser. :

Deputy reeve—Wm. McCleary. T
Councillors—Thos.. Conlon, J. H. Wilson, Samuel Campbell,

Henry A. Smith, Wm. J. Dougan, Jas. Weeks, David Battle, Chas. -
Johnson. o o . : o

Assessor—John Hawse.
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Collector—-]ohn Hawse
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—Robert Dougan.
__— ‘ _ 1883
Mayor—John McDonagh.
Reeve—Alex. Fraser.,
Deputy-reeve—-Wm. McCleary.
Councillors—Jas. Lawson, W. J. Dougan, John Stewart, Geo
Turner, Charles Johnson, Thos Conlon, Andrew Hardle, Samuel
Campbell - . :
Assessor—John Hawse.
, : Collector—John Hawse.
N - Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
o Treasurer——Robert Dougan

1884 o .
Mayor——]ehn McDonagh. o s .

Reeve—Alex. Fraser. : T ’ :

Deputy-reeve—Wm. McCleary. ’

Councillors—John McGill, John Stewart, 'Ihos Conlon, B F
Morley, Wm. Wlll,ms Jas. Lawson, George Turner Samuel
Campbell. ‘

Assessor—John Hawse.

Collector— John Hawse.:

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish. )

Treasurer—Robert Dougan.

L : 1885

Mayor—Alex. Fraser.

Reeve—Wm. McCleary.. _

Deputy-reeve—Geo. Turner. ' ,

" Councillors—W. H. Hough, James Lawson, Samuel Campbell ’
- Wm. Williams, AIéx McClenchy, Thos. Conlon, Wm Pike, J. H. -
Wilson. ' o

Assessor—]ohn Hawse

Collector—John Hawse.

Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.

Treasurer—Robert Dougan.

1886

Mayor—Alex. Fraser. .

Reeve—Wm. McCleary. .

" Deputy-reeve—Geo. Turner. - ' ‘ o “

Councillors—James Lawson,  Wm. - Williams, Wm. Gearin,

Samuel Campbell, James Wllson, Alex. M,cClenchy, \Vm Plke,
‘Thos. Conlon. .

‘Assessors—John Hawse, ]ames Mawdesley
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.

Treasurer—Robert Dougan.
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T ‘ .. 1887
Mayor—Wm. McCleary. Co
Reeve—Geo. Turner. o
Deputy-reeve—Wm. Williams.
Councillors—P. J. Bessey, Geo. H. Wllhams W. ] Dougan,
Wm. Gearin, L. McMann, F. Brown, A. Hardle, P. A Dunn, -
Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—John Hawse.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—Robert Dougan

1888

Mayor—~Wm McCleary

- Reeve—Geo. Turner.

Deputy-reeve—Wm. Williams. ’ ~
- Councillors—Wm. Gearin, A. Hardie, F. Brown, Alex Fraser,

P. A. Dunn, L. McMann, Geo. H. Williams, P. J. Bessey

Assessors—James Lawson, John Hawse

‘Collector—John Hawse.

Clerk—Wm.: T. Fish.

Treasurer—Robert Dougan

1889

Mayor—James Lawson.
Reeve--Geo. Turner.
‘Deputy-reeve—Wm. Wllhams : ‘
Councillors—Wm. Gearin, Alexander Fraser, Alex. McClenchy,
Leslie McMann,-P. A. Dunn, J. H. Wilson, James Battle, F. T.
Walton.
Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—John Hawse.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—~Robert Dougan.
1890 -
Mayor—James Lawson.
Reeve—Geo. Turner.
Deputy-reeve—Wm. Williams. '
Councillors—Alex. Fraser, L. McMann, Alex McClenchy, Wm
Gearin, John Stuart, Wm. McGill, James Battle, ]ohn H. Wilson.
Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—John Hawse,
. Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
T reasurer—Robert Dougan.’

1891
Mavor-——(xeo Turner.
Reeve—Wm Wllhams

.
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Deputy—reeve—]as Battle.
‘Councillors—Alex. Fraser, Wm. Gearm, Geo. Mable, Wm.

. :Boyle, A. E. Ripley, Charles Haist, Alex. McClenchy, ]ohn Stuart

Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—]John Hawse.
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—Robt. Dougan.

o

_. 1892
Mayor—Geo. Turner.
Reeve—Wm. Williams.
Councillors—Samuel Campbell Wm. Cave, Alex. Fraser Wm

" Boyle, John H: Wilson, John Stuart, Charles Haist, Wm. Gearin.

Assessors—John Hawse, John Heenan.
Collector—John Hawse. .
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.

. Treasurer—Robert Dougan.

. _ 1893
Mdyor—Wm Williams. -
Reeve—James Battle.
Deputy-reeve—A. E. Ripley. :

Councillors—Wm. Boyle, Geo. Turner, Alex. Fraser, Samuel

Campbell James Bye, Thos. Madill, John H. Wllson, Geo. E.
McArthur.

Assessor—John Hawse.
Collector—]John Hawse. .
Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—Robert Dougan.

1894
Mayor—William Williams.
- Reeve—A. E. Ripley.
Deputy-reeve—Thomas Lampman.
Councillors—S. Campbell, Alex. Fraser, F. T. Walton, J. H.

' Wllson, James Bye, F. Brown, John Weldon, James McDonald.

‘Assessor—John Hawse.
‘. . Collector-——John Hawse.
*Clerk—Wm. T. Fish.
Treasurer—W. J. Dougan. g |

1895
Mayor—Alex. McClenchy.
Reeve—Wm. McGill
. Deputy-reeve—]Joseph Battle. '
Councillors—John Batten, Wm. Boyle, F. T. W lton, Thos.
Foley,] H. Wilson, P. C. Creeggan, Thomas Madill,. John Weldon.
Assessors—B. C. Bennett, M. Hart. : ,
Collector—John Hawse.
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~ Clerk—Wm, T. Fish.
Treasurer—W. J. Dougan.
o '_"1896 )
- Mayor—Wm. McGill. .
" Reeve—]Jos. Battle. -
Deputy-reeve—Wm. Boyle.

Councillors—Samuel Campbell, Jas. Weeks, St. G E. Tracy,

Henderson

23

Jas. McDonald, G. D. Cloy, Thos. Foley, Wm. Monro, Geo. H

McBnde, T. Foley, H. James, W. R. Cave, J: Weldon.

Assessors—B. C. Bennett, M Hart.
Collector—John Hawse.
Cl