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PREFACE.
' -X-y

The Eighth Grand General Council was held at the beautiful 
reservation of the Chippew.as of Nawash, at Cape Croker, in the

C0UTh e° Reserve is situatecf upon the promontory which separates 
Lake Huron from Georgian Bay and upon a peninsula extending 
into Georgian Bay. The location is beautiful and romantic. At , 

high and rdtky bluffs covered with a 
valuable timber. The end

4
/ ' V If/

Jr the south of the Cape are
ofThe'clpeTahigh cliff and the intervening country possesses 

fine fertile valleys, interspersed with rocky ridges. The 
a beautiful little bay on the west ot the cape where there is a good 

/ Wharf and fine anchorage while the water contains an abundance

some»

°f Thread chief, Wm. B. McGregor, is a man of superior intelli-

manly Secretary, Mr. F. 'Lamorandier, who has also charge of the

Cape Croker post-office.
The Council House is a large

KSS--—' ** - "
supplied with convenient anti rooms.

.
.

I
building, two stories in 

council chamber and the
new

mas a
€
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8 V>
bers fof 
ege, and 
conierre 
to be at 
legislati

two churches upon the reserve, Methodist and R. 
Catholic, and they have each a fine school. There is also a com- 
fortable residence for the Indian agent. The population is abo 
400. The Indians appear to be happy and contented, followi g 
agriculture during the summer and fishing to a large extent during

the ^Tre^he Grand General Indian Council held its eighth meet
ing with a representation of 53 delegates from twenty different 
Bands The greatest harmony and good feeling prevailed through-
out the deliberations, which'were a careful discussion upon the
Indian Acts, and particularly the parts refermg to enfranchise-

Therè are

Onm occupy, 
matter 
Grand 
hoped 1

i W
particu 
is publ 
busine 
that c<

ment. Grand Council the Dominion Government have , 
in which the adult male Indian of Ontario

Since this last
SSiÏÏCi. property 1. £

privilege of voting for . representative in 1„. constMoenc, for the
Dominion Parliament. Â proper scheme for the right to exercise ■
the Franchise, iias for many years been the great object of j|
Grand Council. , . .

An Indian adopting the provisions of the «nfranchisement
clauses of the Indian Act, would be entitled to that privilege, but 
it has always been unfair to the Indian, for he would in a measure, 
be obliged to sever his connection with his people, and there 
would be great danger in breaking up the tribal union, which now 
exists, and which the Aborigines are anxious to retain.

The Dominion Government is the legislative tiody with which 
the Indians affairs are entirely connected, and to which the Indian 
pays taxes by the consumption of dutiable goods, the rovmcia 
Governments are supported by the Dominion Government, and
the public expenses of the management of the various «serves 

at present borne tjy a taxation upon the funds of the Band in 
the hands of the Indian Department, which taxation is in many 

al in proportion to territory, to that of neighboring white

T r

y

H

1

.

are

cases equ 
municipalities.

The position now is this, we
.

permitted to vote for mem-are

Kÿ:

r
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9 a
bers for the Dominion Parliament, we loose nothing by this pnvü-

should exercise the franchise thu. 
candidate who is most likely 

to Dominion

and R. 
;o a com- 
is about 

following 
nt during

d it is evident that we .1ege, an
conferred upon us, by voting for the 
to be able to assist our people in the affairs relating :

'V*|
le6"o»of the M pcitio- 1"di“S °f “"“"Ts

hoped =,=0- reservation «ill * repre.en.ed b, d,^ ^ 
We would desire to call the attention hi h

particularly to the Const,tut,ok op the. Çp*p«u ^ ^ 
is published in this pamphlet, and to the aC . t . according to
business of the Council will be yarned on strictly g

that constitution.

1

hth meet- 
different 

1 through- 
upon the 
franchise

's
:

ment have , 
of Ontario 
llowed the 
icy for ttie 
:o exercise 
:ct of the

f

kichisement 
nlege, but 
a measure, 
and there 
which now

■

■ 6;

?ith which 
the Indian 
Provincial 

nnent, and 
s reserves, 
he Band in 
s in many 
oring white
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N umbei 
Delegal»I
Credent

CONSTITUTION Fees fro 
Delegal

------ of the------

Grand General Indian Council, Leave
absence’ » OF——

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.,
-0- Rules J 

address 
Counci

(!) This meeting of Delegates from the Indian Tribes 
of Ontario and Quebec, shall be called “The Grand 
General Indian Council of Ontario afid Quebec.”

(2) That the Council meet once every two years, at 
Time and the time and place appointed by the previous Council, 
placebo/ subject, however, to extra sessions to be called by the 
meeting. President. Due notice of the time, place, and object

the Head Chief of

I
Title.■

!| Ruling
Preside
Final.

is

of the meeting shall be given to
ieach Tribe.

Officers. " , (3) The Offieersof this Council shall be a
First Vice-President, Second Vice-President and Secre
tary-Treasurer, who àhall be elected at the-close of 
each of the regular Sesssions.

Who (4) Only Delegates duly authorized shall be eligible
Eligible. for election as Officers ofthe Grand Council.

President, Expen 
how pa

'
!>

Im-
■1 V

is
:

i

*
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Number of (5) Each Band of Indians in^ Ontario and .Quebec 
Delegates, shall have the right to send ont; Delegate for every one 

hundred or fraction of one hundred of the population. 
Credentials. (6) Delegates to the Grand Council must be duly ap

pointed by their respective Bands, and must present 
certified authority in writing from their Conncil to' be 
presented to the Secretary on the arrival of the Dele
gates, giving name, Reservation, and post office address.

Fees from (7) Before the Secretary registers the names of any 
Delegates. Delegates, it shall be his duty to collect $1.00 from (\_ 

each Delegate to go into the funds of the Grand 
Council.

Leave of (8) Any Delegate wishing to leave before the close of 
absence. the Session must obtain permission from the President, 

and in case of their neglect to comply with ttiis rule, 
their names and that of their Reserve will be published 
in the minutes.

a

(9) Delegates shall not be allowed to speak uponRules for
addressing subjects which are not before the Council, or more than 
Council, twice on one subject ; nor longer than ten minutes ex

cept by permission of the President. The President 
by vote of the Council, may permit non-Delegates to 
speak"iubject to the same rules.

(10) The ruling of the President in all matters of

i
\

i}Rulingof
President order and decorum, during Sessions of the Council 

shall be final, and persons refusing to obey his ruling 
shall be considered disturbers of the meeting and pun-

.

Final.

isheti according to law.
(11) That any debts incurred by the Sec-TreasurerI ExpensesJ how paid, in the discharge of his duties as such, become defacto 

the debt of the Council, and be paid by that body, and 
also that Deputation or emergent expenses, shall be 
paid in such manner as the Grand Council shall direct.

<•

:

3 ;
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ouncil,

Indian Tribes 
“The Grand 

juebec.” 
two years, at 
vious Council, 
called by the 
e, and object 
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e a President, 
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t the • close of

vail be eligible 
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(12) That in choosing the place of meeting of the 
Place of Regular Grand Council the movers and seconders of 
meeting.

,

motions, shall not be allowed to name any other reserve£ \ )
than their own.

(13) The order of business in the Grand General 
Council shall be :

^ 1st—Opened bÿ prayer and praise.
Order of 2nd—Minutes of former meeting read. 
business. 3rd—President’s address. >

4th—Sec.-Treasurer’s Report.
5th—Unfinished business transacted.
6th—General business transacted.
7th—Council closed.

E I

E.
! f

Gr-

O

I
4

! 1
. jPresi

iDavi
I

# (
kindl
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:eting of the 
1 seconders of 
7 other reserve
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rand General
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MINUTES !

f
I■OF THE-----

Grand General Indian Council.

FIRST DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

September ioth, 1884.
In the absent^ of the President, and is! Vice, the 2nd- Vice 

^President, Chief Solomon James took the chair, 
f The Council ivas opened by sinking, and prayer by 
I David Sawyer.

Chief W. B. McGregor addressed the ^f£pcil in 
kindly welcome.
I The list of Delegates was read over and approved, David 

Sawyer objected to his name not àppearing upon the list. Chief 
Dr. Jones explained that the delegates from the Mississaugas of 

* Credit had been elected by the Band in a Council called for the 
purpose and according to the vote then given, only those mention
ed on the list handed in, could be recognized by him as Head 

-1 Chief as delegates from his band.
It was moved by John Henry', seconded by Wm. Walker, and 

resolved that David Sawyer be appointed a Delegate for the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, Withdrawn.

■

Ex-Chief

words of#

11
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Fisher, seconded by Abner Elliott, and kf 

inted an Honary Delegate to this e

Council adjourn until l

It was moved by Jos. 
resolved that D. Sawyer be appgi

C°U|fwasCmoved and seconded that the 

the ringing of the bell after dinner.
I

I
f

■ AFTERNOON session.

•o-
in thested that the Delegates

the visitors which -was ac-: . Chief W. B. McGregor sugge
Council Chamber be separated f . j t seats,
cordingly done by the ^t«tak.ngthe ^ ica

The Sec.-Treas. read his report a«a
tions he had received, y .■ o Varied bv John Fisher and

It was moved by John and that the balance
Wed, that the report as read be-adppted
the Sec.-Treas.be paid Carrrnd^ secQnded by jéhn I

Fisher, airÏoÎved, that john Kewa^uam be a Delegate for the :

• by clause, and folly interpreted. An objectton wa
minutes liniitation of Sect. 9. , ded by Wm. Elliott,

,he t“ Œ '.djôù™?' Approved.

!

reso
due

It was

read over clause 
raised to the

* was
.

II

five

: ♦
n S. Tames.

Signed J w 3. McGregor.

t
fe' l;

*
»
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-

1
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lliott, and Sf 
ate to this e SECOND DAY.—MORNING SESSION.

The secondfVice-President, Chief S. James, in the chair. 
Council opened By singing and prayer by Rev. George Blaker.

The Chairman addressed the Council congratulating the Dele
gates upon their safe arrival. He reminded them that they 
all Christians and were met together to discuss matters relative to 
the welfare of the Indian Tribes. He said “1 congratulate the 
“Head Chief of this band upon having this Grand Council held 

< “upon this beautiful Reserve. I also congratulate and thank the 
and all of this Band for the care and kindness they

Since I have come

until 1ourn I

were

1

in the 
ch was ac-
ites “men, women,

' “are showing for the welfare of the Delegates, 
f “to this Reserve I have to praise you for the excellent Council 

Mjc buildings for it showsjommunica-

Eisher and 
the balance

“Chamber and other pu you are a pros
perous people."

Chief Wirt. McGregor replied. He said it was always his 
desire that the Grand Council should be held upon his reserve. 
His people would spare no pains for the proper accommodation of 
the Delegates and would use their best endeavprs to supply you 
aljjmth good and sufficient provisions. They would have the 
lilffty of viewing the reserve from one end to the other with the 
beautiful scenery of mountain and lake. • They might also view 

• the ladies of the reserve who would be happy to show them, about

c
ed by J^hn I 
:gate for the i

i

i over clause 
aised to the

and introduce them to all upon the reserve He hoped they would 
havfe a pleasant time here, so that when thfey left it would be with 
a kindly feeling towards his people and in peace and good will 
amongst themselves. Cheers.

The Chairman, Vice-President* Chief S. James wished that a 
nomination take place for the selection of a president to assist him 
as_he did not feel confident to carry on the business of the Council 
unaided.

✓
Wm. Elliott, 
J except that

*
ES.
McGregor.

i
There was considerable objection to the election of a President 

being pressed before the end of the session as provided by the 
constitution.

4

fT



■ '•

\
14

It was moved by Chief John Henry, seconded by Wm. Walker, 
and resolved, that Chief Wm. B. McGregor act as assistant presi
dent pro tent. Carried.

Chief McGregor thanked the Council for his appointment and
fS.

: took his chair.
It was moved by Wm. Elliott, seconded by 

and resolved that F. Lar novandier be assistant Secretary pro 
Carried.

1Able Waucaush.
tem.

-

Chief S. James and Dr. Jones, thanked the Council for the 
assistance afforded them.

The Roll was 
read, and on motion adopted.

Chief Augustine said he would kindly request the speakers to 
speak louder. He thought the habit of speaking so low was ac
quired while the young men were making love to their sweethearts. 
He hoped they would in future speak out bold and loud and-show 
that they did not sue very long to win their wives.

The Council adjourned for dinner.

called and the Minutes of the former meeting

■ gg

{.

-O-

V
AFTERNOON SESSION.

I The Council resumed its session at 2 p. m.
The President requested the Grand Secretary to explain the 

amendments to the Indian Act since the last Grand Council.
It was moved by Wm Walker, seconded by Chief Angus, and 

resolved, that the Secretary read the Indian Act clause by clause.

c4

Carried.
The Secretary first read a letter from Chief Jas. Whiting, 

enclosing two dollars as fees and giving an excuse for not being
1

present.
The amendments to the Indian Act made in 1881-2 were first

explained and discussed. ■
■

*1
■
teaü

, jjjg I ;
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The Indian Act was then read section by section. Sections 1 
to 12 were interpreted and gave rise to no discussion. Upon sec
tion 13 being read Abner Elliott said he had a motion to offer 
upo'n it and a discussion followed.

David Sawyer was in favor of having the section retained as 
it was.

Abner Elliott said, that the 59priving of an Indian woman 
(marrying outside of the tribe) of her rights with .regard to the 
share of the land was improper, and he would urge upon the dele
gates to recommend tha* the section he altered so that she should 
enjoy the privilege of land ownership.

F.' Lamorander said that the power which give such woman 
-- right to her annunity takes away from her the ownership of land 

which appeared to him to be an injustice.
John Nicholas was in favor of the'Section remaining as it is.
Able Waucosh spoke in favor of retaining it.
Chief Puhgwanene was of opinion it should be amended. , 

i Chief'M. Chubb considered that section 13 was framed for the 
protection of the Indians, although appearing hard at first sight 
he was in favor of retaining the section as it is.

Abner Elliott in reply thought it was more of a punishment 
than protection and was strongly in favor of amending the section.

Thos. Fisher spoke also in favor of amendment.
Chief Wm. McGregor said that in some reservations the 

chiefs deprive the woman who marries outside of the Band of her 
interest money and he thought this was not right.

' Chief Dr. Jones thought that the Council should also con
sider the legal points of the question. That the landed property 
should descend though the male population of the Tribe. For 
instance an Indian woman marrying a non-treaty Indian, her son 
would be in the strange position, of not being legally entitled to 
share in his mpther’s land, as he belonged to no Band and it would 
be the same with the son pf a white man who had married an 
Indian woman. If the'section was altered there would be danger 
of breaking up the tribal relation.

1r,
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' George Fisher was in favor of retaining the section as it is, 
and made a powerful speech in favor of it.

It was moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Wm. Elliott, 
and resolved, that section 13 be retained as it is. Carried.

It was moved in amendment by Abner Elliott, seconded by 
Chief John French, and resolved, that the Superintendant General 
be advised to amend Section 13, so as to allow any Indian woman 
•the ownership of land. Lost.

Section 20 was approved of.
Section 36 was approved of as amended.
Section 74 was approved of as amended.
Section 75 was approved of as amended.

6 /

Section 82 was approved of as amended.
Those Sections of. the Act not specially mentioned were

, approved of without discussion after being read and interpreted. 
The Council adjourned until 8 p. m.■ *

EL

EVENING SESSION.

Section 83 was discussed, several Delagates spoke in favor of 
this section being amended so that both men and women should 
be included in the latter part, and that the penalty should be 
severe and include the landed property.

It was moved by Chief Dr. Jones, seconded by Chief Wm. 
McGregor, and resolved, that the Superintendent General be re
quested to alter the latter part of Section 83, to read as follows : 
“Also to stop the, payment of the annuity and interest money of 
“any Indian having no children w,ho deserts his or her husband or 
“wife and lives immorally with another person, and such person 
shall be deprived of any participation in the landed property of 

‘‘the Band.” Carried. e>
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icholas, seconded by 
J. A. Wood, and resolved, that in additionlto the original motion 
that a fine or a fine and iniprisonmcnt he also imposed upon the

It was moved in amendment by John

guilty party. Lost.
On motion the Council adjourned until q a.m.

Approved.

/ of the i2th.

> c. , l S. James.Signed• W_J B McGregor.
,

-o

MORNING SESSION.

September ^2tii, 1S84.

Council was opened by singing and prayer by Chief John
sHenry.

The minutes of former meeting were read and on motion ap
proved.

The President arose and said he had attended a separate 
Council last night of the Delegates from the Northern Tribes, and 
the feeling was, that they thought they were not acceptable in the 
Grand Council, and that they could not understand the work of 
the Grand Council and had decided to go home. He had asked 
the Delegates to come to the Council this morning and see if 
better arrangements could not he made, a greater chance given
them to speak.

After some explanations
It was moved by Win. Elliott, seconded by F. Lamorandier, 

and resolved, that the Delegates from the Northern Bands have 
full liberty to speak or ask questions on 
Grand Council. Carried.

The President thanked the Council for the vote and the kindly 
which they had been received.

It was moved by Aide Waucosh, seconded by F. Lamorandier,

the matters before the
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to hear what thebe now open 

and that their matters be discussedand resolved, that the Council 
Northern Delegates have to say, 
hereafter. Carried.

ChiefWm. McGregor addressed . , ,
unityctf feeling amongst the Deleg,ten, tb.t the .«*>«* «< 
t li-m Act and its amendments should first be finished

educated and could understand the Indian Ac . .
The Secretary said that he had used his utmost endeavors to

Delegates it is my
forward to the platform to address the Counci.

in the discussions of the

the Council and urged a

as it was

|

usual
!>■ custom to come

g- home this morning,
^decided to come to the Council and make my p.m-g r, 
bu, I find you have retained my presence with yon and

but

y°U He said that by Section 13, they had adopted the woman who 
bad nbarried a non-treaty Indian into his
then had not received their interest money. He complained that 
certain miners and traders had come into his ne-gtooHiood 
had made'bargains with them respect,n^roads and other matters, 

d they had in nearly every case not fulfilled their promises
Coiiudf to T-treaty madef at"Saul^ Sto Marie in 1850 between Hon. 

W. B. R-bi.no, „d -he

abused by the whites, 
their

an

certain privileges were gra 
and he complained that this privilege 
who use the hunting and fishing grounds and

and otherwise interfere with them, and when they employ
In time of war our

was
remove

Indians they cheat them out of their wages.
w
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forefathers took up arms in defence of their country, obeying the 
call of the British Government under promise of future protection. 
The former agent at Parry Sound did not protect them but the 
present agent does better. He complained of the interest money 
being kept from absentees, and that deputations from the Indians 
to the Government had not been properly received.

also stated that the Pennefather TreatyJohn Angustine
had been broken. . .

Chief S. James also advocated the representation in Parlia
ment by Indians, that their interest might be looked after, and 
urged that a representative be sent from this Council as a delegate 
to lay before the Department the grievances of the Indians.

Up n motion the Council adjourned for dinner.

------------o-)------- .

AFTERNOON SESSION.

It was moved, seconded, and resolved, that the reporter from 
the Ùetroit Free Press', Mr. J. Grensell, (Yusef) be requested to
address the Council. Carried. '

received with cheers.Mr. Grçnsell being called upon 
He said, two years ago he had visited at the invitation of Chief 
Dr. Jones the Grand Council held at the New Credit Reservation 
and was much pleased to see the high state of civilization and 
improvement there. He had travelled extensively throughout the 
United States from the Rocky mountains to the Atlantic and had 
had every opportunity to observe the treatment of the Indians 
there, and was sorry to say the United States had not treated the 
Indian Tribes as fairly as Great Britain had her allies. He had 
always been interested in reading the history of the Aborigines
of America, and lately, his interest had been increased by being
present at the opening up of a large mound near Detroit, where a 
number of relics were found, and amongst them a long copper .

was
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needle, which must have come from the copper regions of Lake 
Superior, and such copper relics were found all down the Missis
sippi River.

Since then he had met an agent who had been present at the 
mine on Lake Superior, sixty feet below the surface which was 
covered by large trees. At the bottom of this mine they had 
found Indian mining tools made of tempered copper, the art of 
which is now lost. They also found a large piece of copper 
and the position of the tools and surrounding circumstances led to 
the belief that that mine had been suddenly abandoned hundred s 
of years ago likely from some more powerful nation sweeping down 
upon them in war and causing them to flee. These things led him 
to believe that the ancient Indians many hundreds, perhaps thou
sands of years ago were quite civilized and knew many arts which 
are now lost. But he now saw that the Indians were entering 
upon a new era when the advancement they make will not be 
lost to history. There was a time when the History of the whites 
was hidden in darkness but from now on the condition of the 
people ot the world will be preserved by the great power of educa
tion, the pen and the press. (Loud cheers.)

He thanked the President, the officers, and the delegates for 
the kindness shown him and wished them a hearty good-bye. 
The Secretary replied and showed the importance of the press in 
keeping the Government ri^lrt in Indian management and hoped 
the Detroit Free Press would be a j^per 
cnce in that direction.

He moved, seconded by Chief John Henry, a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Grunsell for his attendance here and at the last 
Grand Council. Carried by a standing vote.

It was moved by Chief Augustine Zhingwauk, seconded by 
John Nicholas, and resolved, that Section 84 be retained. Carried.

Upon Section 94
It was moved by F. Lamorandier, seconded by Chief John 

French, and resolved, that the Superintendant General be request
ed to add the following to said Section : “It shall be the duty of
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“the Reeve of ^ny Town, Village or Township adjoining any Indian 
“Reserve to issue a Proclamation from time to time calling upon 
“the citizens to aid in strictly enforcing the temperance parts of 
“the Indian Act.” Carried.

Considerable discussion took place upon Sections 95, 96, 97, 
98, and it was

Moved by Chief Scobie Logan, seconded by John Nicholas, 
and resolved, that the Sections respecting prostitution be approved 
as amended. Carried.

The new amendments to.the enfranchisement Sections were 
read and interpreted. Section 99 was first discussed.

David Sawyer said the land is held in common and there 
should be some provision made for allotting the land. He thought 
Enfranchisement would be the means of breaking up the Band. 
If an individual received a fee-simple and his land was near the 
whites he might get $300 per acre and then spend the money in 
a reckless way. He said the Six Nations was not, in favor of 
Enfranchisement.

Chief Pah-quah-chene-ne said he knew of a case in which an 
Indian became enfranchised, sold his forty acres, bought a steam 
boat, and was now a poor man.

The President expressed himself as against the amendments 
to the Enfranchisement Act.

Chief Augustine was also against the amendments.
Chief George Fisher said he did not want to be confined to the 

old fashioned way ; as soon as a young man becomes educated he 
wishes more freedom and to become enfranchised. He thought 
sufficient protection was laid down in the Act to keep out the 
careless, reckless ones from the benefits of enfranchisement. If 
the Band think a person is fit for enfranchisement, why keep him 
back ? Let him become a citizen. He was in favor of enfran
chisement as set down.

Chief P. E. Jones spoke strongly in favor of the act as 
amended.
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Chief Augustine was very glad he had heard such fine speeches 
but he was doubtful if they would bring forth any fruit Some of 

wish to become like white men. Perhaps you will be like the 
white man who made this paper, (pointing to the Robinson Treaty) 
and then broke it. If any of my Band wish to become like the 
white men who have broken this treaty, you may go, I will give

r
you <

v;
y chief Kadahgagewon considered himself enfranchised already

because he was a Christian. j
It was moved by George Fisher, seconded by Wm. Walker, and 

resolved, that this Council approve of the enfranchisement Sec
tions of the Act as amended. Carried unanimously.

It was moved by Chief P. E. Jones, seconded by Jas. A. • 
Wood, and resolved, that the remainder of the Sections of the 
Indian Act be approved of. Carried.

The President adjourned the Council until 9, -a.m., of Sept.
13th, 1884. Approved.

5

S. James.
W. B. McGregor.1

o-

MORNING SESSION.
o-

September 13, 1886.
The President took the chair at 9, a. m.. Council was opened 

by singing and prayer by Chief Jos. B. Naneshkong.
The minutes of former meeting were read and interpreted, 

and on motion were approved as amended.
Respecting the petition of Chief Waddilove to be recognized 
delegate to the Council.
It was moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Jas. A. Wood, 

and resolved, that the constitution be carried out and that Chief 
Waddilove be admitted as a visitor. Carried.
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es It was moved by John George, seconded by Chief Wm. Angus, 
and resolved, that David Root be accepted by this Council 
substitute for Chief John Kadahgagewon absent, from sickness, by

permission. Carried. ,
’ It was moved, seconded, and resolved, that Wm. Elliott be

assistant interpreter. Lost.
It was moved and seconded in amendment, and resolved, that 

Chief Joseph Fisher be assistant interpreter.
The “Indian Advancement Act” was then taken up and dis-

The first section of the Act was read and interpreted.
Chief John Henry wished an explanation as to how the two 

Acts worked together, for the Act of 1880 embraced a great deal 
of what was in the Advancement Act.

Chief Dr. Jones called the attention of Chief Henry and the 
Council to the 13th section of the new Act and explained that 

they could not clash.
George Fisher said that the new Advancement Act ought to 

be very carefully considered, for this reason that there. was a pro
vision for the paying ot taxes in it, and the punishment by im
prisonment failing to pay them. The Act would deprive members 
out of the elected Council from having a voice in the working of
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the local affairs of the Band. It also provided for the cutting up 
of the Reserve by survey against the will of the people. He 
thought the Local Agent had too much power and might abuse it. 

Upon motion the Council adjourned for dinner.
).
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AFTERNOON SESSION.
‘ ; 1 Iized

Y •O

The reading of the advancement Act was continued.
Upon the 3rd Section, Chief Dr. Jones explained that the Act 

could not apply to any Band until an order in Council was passed. 
He considered the Act could not ànd never would be applied to
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H
any Band which had not hy petition asked that it should apply to 
them. He considered the framing of the Act by the Superintend
ent General was intended as a liberal kindness to those advanced
Bands who wished to take the management of their local affairs 
more into their own hands. The above explanation was made 
upon request of Chief John Henry.

Before continuing the discussion of the Act, clause by clause, 
the Act was read through and interpreted and at the close the 
Secretary Chief P. hi. Jones explained the Act as a whole, showing 
that it divided itself into two parts, first that of appointing a 
Council of elected Councilmen, and second, the provisions for 
framing By laws for the local Government of the Band. He 
considered it a batch of privileges and on his own part was very 
thankful to the Superintendant General for framing such an Act.

Chief S. James, President, said that after hearing the Act 
read and the explanations made he considered that all the Indians 
of the Robinson Treaty were not capable of coping1 with its provi
sions and he would refrain from rajsing his hand in favor of it.

Abner Eliott thought the Act too oppressive in the way of
taxation.

Wm. Walker said that although he thought his Band not yet 
fit to use the Act he would offer no opposition to it.

Chief Wm. B. McGregor said he was very much surprised at 
the way some of the Delegates opposed the Act. . On the part of 
his own Band he would say that at the present time they 
using almost the same provisions for local government 
contained in the Act and he saw no objections to if.

Chief John French said that ass there

were
as were

was nothing compulsory 
about the Act he thought there was no use discussing it. Let 
those Bands who thought themselves fit for its adoption do so.

Abner Elliott said that he was surprised to hear some Chiefs 
say that they spurn the efforts of the Indian Department to aid 
the Indians in taking care of themselves. By entirely rejecting 
this new Act they can get along well enough with their own rules 
without submitting them to the Department for confirmation.
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Wm. Elliott said it seems to me that some of the Delegates 
wish to continue in the woods or wilderness or along the lake 
shore where you can depend upon fishing and hunting. Now at 
the present time I see schools upon most of the Reserves, you send 
your small children to the schools. (On the first day he, does not 
learn even his ABC, but as he goes on and on he becomes edu
cated and when he arrives at manhood he wishes to become more 
like the whiteman and obtain his living in the white man's way. 
So it is with a Band which has become gradually civilized and 
educated, they then wish to have their local affairs governed some
what like the white people do theirs. This Act is not compulsory. 
Let it remain as it is and give those Bands wishing to come 
under it a chance to do so.

Chief Augustine said he blamed the'indians of the East and 
South who were educated for having these laws passed, but those 
of the North and West would not adopt them for they were awake 
and not asleep.

It was moved by Chief M. Chubb, seconded by Wm. Walker, 
and resolved, that “The Indian Advancement Act" be set aside.

, Lost.
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i It was moved in amendment by Chief P. E. Jones, seconded 
by Wm. C. N. Elliott, and resolved, that as “The Indian Advance
ment Act" is a liberal one and not compulsory this Council hereby 
approves of it. Carried.

Chief Dr. Jones spoke strongly in favor of his resolution. He 
-pointed out the feet that only Bands which considered they were 
fit to take advantage of the privileges contained in this Act and 
had by petition of their council asked for it could have it apply to 
them. |He showed that if a Band adopted it, then it was their 
privilege by section io of the act, to make By-Laws for their 
local government upon all or any of the 14 different subjects set 
forth in the sub-sections. One of those sub-sections, No. n, gave 
the Band power to raise money by taxes according to the value of 
the landed property each Indian possessed. The Band adopting
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the act might make a Tax By-law^or not, just as they saw fit. At 
present the public expenses of the Réservés were paid by a tax 
upon our interest money, which made each man, woman and child 
pay alike, and which for many reasons was not just.

Chief Chas. Herchmer spoke in favor of the Act. 
the Council that his Band, the Mississaugas, of the Credit, 
had already framed By-Laws upon most of the subjects mention- 
tioned in section to, and upon all the subjects mentioned in the 
“Imjian Act, i£8o,” section 74. He felt certain these By-Laws 
would be of great benefit to them and when confirmed by the 
Government they became law, and any .Magistrate could punish 
any persons who broke such By-Laws, but they could not act 

^upon rules and regulations made by the chiefs and council but 
not confirmed by the Government. He hoped this council would 
look in favor npon the “Indian advancement Act,” and thereby 
encourage the Indian Department to grant us still further privi
leges.

Wm. Walker said he was sorry he had seconded the motion 
of Chief Chubb in the way it is worded. He first understood that 
if the Advancement Act was adopted they would be enfranchised, 
but now he saw his mistake. He considered when he seconded 
the resolution that the motion was intended to adjourn the debate

1 4:He told 1
I

»

on this Act until another time.
, Chief Wm. B. McGregor said it was now eight years since he 

had heard the Indian Acts and’they were then discussed in the 
Grand Council. They were of a compulsory natpre and he was 

who advocated a change and to have them left piore optional 
with the Bands. He was glad to know that the Government had 
listened to the Indians and the Grand Council. Now every Band 

independant of each ojher. He could not avail himself of 
the advantages of the Act at present but he would not put any 
obstacles in the way of other Bands embracing it, and if he saw 
them getting along well he would imitate them. Applause.

Chief S. James said, we, the Indians of the North of the Lake,
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not capable of using the Act lately passed. We are ignorant 
and innocent respecting it. But I have no objection to the civi
lized tribes coming under this law.

William Elliott said that as seconder of the amendment he 
would like to make

are
At

tax
hild

s a few short remarks. The superintendent 
General did not wish to force his 
against their will, and gave

told
edit,
ion-

I measures upon the Indians 
instance the provisions of the 

enfranchisement clauses of the Indian Act. No one had suffered 
under it. If he had the slightest idea that it would hurt the 
Northern Indian Bands he would not hâve seconded the amend
ment, but being convinced the other way he had acted according
ly. Cheers.
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The amendment was then put and carried by a large ma-
!but jority.
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On motion the Council adjourned until 9 a.m., Monday 15th,

Approved. S. James.
W, B. McGregor.

1884.
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MORNING SESSION.
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3 he
September 15TH, 1884.

Council was opened 9 a.m. by singing and prayer by Abner 
Elliott. V

The minutes of former meeting were read, when Chief M. 
Chubb and Rev. G. Blaker explained in reference to Chief Chubbs 
motion respecting the Advancement Act, that the Ojibway langu
age for the words “set aside” was very mild, and meant rather “to 
lay over” for future consideration, and that the meaning of the 
motion was intended to be of that character.

Upon tnotion the minutes were approved.
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The matter of the Northern Indians and the Robinson Treaty 
was taken up.

Chief S. James thought it would be sufficient for a few of the 
principle men to speak, and then have the opinion of the council 
in the matter. He made a strong appeal to the delegates to assist 
the Northern Indians to get their rights.

James Paguhucgahbank thought the local matter of the 
Band should be discussed in thèif own council, but as to their 
grievances with the Government he thought the Grand Council 
could assist them.

Chief Augustine said he was glad to see all the Delegates. He 
had often heard of the Indian Acts being discussed by the Eastern 
Bands, and he was under the impression and fear that they 
endeavouring to include all the Northern Bands in their request 
to become enfranchised also, but now it appeared to him that 
such was not the case, and he felt more satisfied. He had sold 
much land and timber, the land contained all kinds of minerals, 
but the payments for the land came slowly and often not at all. 
He wished to have the co-operation of the Grand Council to lay 
this grievance before the Government in as strong a light as pos
sible.

Chief Palnvagenene said be patient with my Chief Augustine, 
will endeavour to explain our grieviances. I hope you will be 

kind enough as a council to assist me to get the Government to 
carry out the terms of the Robinson Treaty. Yesterday I attend
ed church twice. I am very glad I wish to be pious, I wish my 
children to be educated, I thank you ah for your kind attention to

I <
- »
i

were

we

:

lmy speech.
Chief Peter Megis said. During the war of 1812 a red coated 

man asked me to help him in the war, and told me he would give 
pension, but he has not fulfilled his agreement. Why is itme a

so ? I want you to give me advice as to how l am to proceed to 
get my pension.

It was moved by Chief C. Herchmer, seconded by Abner
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Elliott, and resolved, th^t this Council humbly request the Superin
tendent General of Indian aftairs to order an investigation as soon 

possible into the grievances of the Northern Indians embraced 
the Robinson Treaty of 1850. Carried.

Chief Wm. McGregor said in answer to some Delegates who 
complained of their Agent keeping back the interest money of 
absentees, he would state that the Agent of Ins Land had the 
rule, but the absentee gave a written order to some friend at ho 
to draw for them, which they did, and there was no injustice done.

The Council adjourned for dinner.

same

AFTERNOON SESSION.

letter he had received from Chief A. 
others of Shegwandah, Manitoulin

The Secretary read a 
■ Manidowassing and seven 

Island. ed and seconded that the contents of the letter beIt was mov 
inserted in the Minutes.

The following is the letter :
“To the Chiefs and Delegates assembled in Council at Cape 

.Crocker. My kind greetings."
“I regret that I am unable to come to meet you. In lieu ot 

my personal presence I send you my requests, and wish that they 
lie discussed in the meeting." ^

1. I wish the Superintendent General of the Indian Depart
ment to send me a statement of exactly the amount of each 1 1 - 
vidual Indian’s annunity and mteres money, for th® sp g 
1884. The Interest payment was only fii-io. 1 want to 
this is all each Indian should receive. -

2 I hear that a large island near us called Strawberry 
Island, also another large island, called La C|oche Islam have 
been sold, also Club Island, Bear Island, and Horse Island. All 

Islands were Indian lands and I want to know if the Indiansthese

if
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are receiving the interest of the money realized from the sale of 
these lands. The Department did not mention to us that these 
lands were to be sold as in the casfe-of the Manitoulin Island. I 
want to know why ?

3. I think to that too much is paid out of the Indian Funds 
for different expenses such as. surveying, &c. 1 would like these
expenses to be reduced as much as possible. I he Indians aie 
poor and need all their money.

We expect our Bishop to visit us in a few days and I made 
engagements to be at home to meet him. 1 his is one reason why 
I cannot come to meet you.

Our kinds wishes. Yours truly,

ft-Ünr -

Chief A. Manidowassing. 
John Mitchell.
John Pahbewash. 
Wanduiiban.
Wilson Gahoziif.nega.

. James Eai-irewanah.
John Nahwakeziiik.
Oja Kezhf.oongar.

u

Permission was given Assence to address through his speaker, 
Francis Norwegushig, who said that their reserve was an old one 
and adjoined the Wekwemekong reserve and the chiefs on that 

interfered with their affairs, and the Indians came uponreserve
the reserve and removed wood from it. They felt it a hardship 
that it was so and'wanted to lay the matter before the Grand 
Council and get their help to remove the grievance.

Moved by Chief S. James, seconded by Chief. Angus, and 
that this Council humbly request the Superintendentresolved

General to order an investigation into the grievances of Chief *t
David Assence. Carried.

Chief P. E. Jones read a letter from Mr. Percy Wood, of 
England, respecting the erection of a monument to the memory of 
Chief Tecumseth. He strongly advocated the matter, and would 
like it to be erected in his Council House grounds.

Chief J. Shewanoo was called tipon to state if Tecumséth was 
He said that Tecum seth was a Shawanec

;t
.

an Ojiheway or not.
J
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and not a Chippeway Indian, but he led the Chippeways dunng 

' the war from the west clear down to the Hudson river. T re 
/.Superintendent was a half-breed and had charge of both nations 

< the Shawanee and Ojibew'ay. They united in battle and were led 
by Tecumseth. The speaker’s father was a cousin of Tecumseth 
and fought beside him and saw him fall. The Chief then spoke a 
few sentences in the Shawanee language which amused and inter
ested the Council greatly.

Moved by Wm. Walker, seconded by Rev. G.-Maker, and 
J resolved, that this matter be laid over until further information be

obtained. Carried „ ..
The Secretary called the attention of the Council to

still $11.19 due his Band for expenses of the Grand

1

Ethe fact

that there was 
Council.

Moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Chief Wm. McGregor, 
and resolved, that each Delegate pay in the sum of 25 cents to
wipe out the Council debt.

A long discussion took place respecting the Mount Elgin 
Industrial School at Muncy, and the opinion seemed to be about 

poorly and well managed.

Carried.

equally divided that it
The Council adjourned for tea.

was

•o

EVENING SESSION.

-0-
allowed Chief Tahgawenene (Jos.On motion the President 

laquo) to address the Council.
He said he belonged originally to the Sarnia reservation and

from them he should receive his interest money but he didit was
n0t Moved by A. Elliott, seconded by Rev. G. Blaker, and resolved 
that the Superintendent General be humbly requested to order an 

' investigation into the grievances of Chief Jos. Jaquo. Carriec .
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Upon motion the President vacated the chair and' Abner 

Elliott was appointed chairman, and the Council proceeded to the 
election of oflkers:

I

Ï1

FOR PRHSIDENT.

I The following nominations .were made : 
Name. Secondf.r. 

John French, 
John Nicholas,
F. Lamorandicr. 
Jos. Fisher. 
Chief Megis,
H. Midwayosh. 
Wm. Walker,

Mover.

Chief John Henry,Chief P. E. Jones,
Chief W. B. McGregor, Chief C. Herchmer, 

'Chief Jos. Fisher,
Abner Elliott,

1
Wm. Elliott,

5) Chief D. Sawyer,
Chief C. Bigcanoe,
Rev. G. Blaker,
Chief S. Logan,

The vote was taken in the usual way whei> Chief Wm. B. 
McGregor received the majority of votes 29, and his election as 
PresidentNVas upon motion made unanimous amidst much applause.

Chief Sol. James, 
Chief Jno. Henry, 
Rev. Geo. Blaker,M

FOR 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT.

Name. Mover.
Chief John Henry, Jos. Walker,
Chief Jos. Fisher, Wm. Elliott,
Chief Sol. James, Chief C. Bigcanoe, Jos. Benson.
Rev. G. Blaker, Chief S. Logan, Chief C. Herchimcr.
John Augustine, Chief D. Sawyer, Rev. G. Blaker.

Chief Jos. Fisher received the majonfyoN^ptes and his elec
tion as 1 st Vice-President was-made unanimous:

Seconder,
Chief Wm. Angus. 
F. Lamorandier.

St

\
FOR 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT.

Mover.Name.
John Augustine#;
Chief John"Henry, 
Abner Elliott,
Chief Sol. James, 
Chief Sampson Green,

Seconder. 
Rev. G. Blaker.Chief D. Sawyer,

Wm. Walker,
Chief C. Herchmer, Wm. Elliott.

Chief W. Angus.

Chief G. Bigcanoe, Chief P. Megis. 
Chief P. E. Jones, “ W. McGregor.
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received the largest vote and his electionChief Solomon James 
as and Vice-President was made unanimous.

bner 
) the

lFOR SECRETARY-TREASURER.

It was moved by Wm. Elliott, seconded by Chief W B. 
McGregor, and resolved, that Chief P. E. Jones, M. D., e ec 
Treas. Carried by acclamation.

&
f

%
aFOR INTERPRETER.

It was moved by Wm. Elliott, seconded by John George, 
and resolved, that Able Waucosh be appointed Interpreter.

nCd It7 was'moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Jphn.Nicholas,
and resolved, that the Sec.-Treas. receive a salary of twenty-five
dollars for the ensuing two years. Carried. ( .

moved by Chief C. Herchmer, seconded by Chief Jas
receive $1.00 per day

I
r.

It was
Fox, and resolved, that the Interpreter

Carried.
B. *1

dUrmi! wal moved by Chief P. E. Jones, seconded by Able Warn 
and resolved, that the following be added to clause 12 of the

mn as
use.

cosh,
COnS--Buiwhen there is only one Delegate from a reserve he may 
be allowed a seconder from another reserve.” Carrie .

The business of choosing a place for the meeting of the npxt
Grand Council was taken up.

It was moved by Henry 
Root, and resolved, that the next

It wa^movtd by Abner Elliott, seconded by F. Lamorandier, 

and resolved, that the next Council be held at Cape Croker reserve.

US.

\
Madwayosh, seconded by David 

Council be held at Saugeen
ner.

lec- m
reserve.

?-\

$ * LOi“it7w,smo,edbyChie(P.E.Jones,secç»<i=dbïJa=.A.Wood.
and resolved, that the next Council be held at the Ne. C,=d„

;

:.
Lmoved by Chief J. B. Naneshkong, seconded by Chiefreserve.

It was ■M?or.
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S. Logan, and resolved, that the next Grand Council be held at 
Rama reserve. Lost, 8.

It was moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Wm. Elliott, 
and resolved*, that the next Grand Council be held on the 
second Wednesday of September, 1886. Carried.

It was moved by Chief P. E. Jones, seconded by Chief Scobie 
Logan) and resolved, that a hearty vote of thanks be tendered by 
this Council for the kind manner in which the Delegates have 
been treated while at Cape Croker. Carried by standing vote and 
loud cheers.

Moved by Able Waucosh, seconded by Chief Scobie Logan, 
and resolved, that a hearty vote of thanks be tendered to the 
ladies of Cape Croker for their kindness during our stay here. 
Carried with cheers.

The President, Chief Wm. B. McGregor, then .addressed the

1

!■

Council.
He said, before I close this Grand General Indian Council I 

wish to say that I fear you have made a mistake in choosing me 
as President, for I think I am not intelligent enough for the pos
ition, and there are many here who are better qualified than I am. 
I was greatly astonished at being elected for I did not expect it. 
I am, however, proud and thankful to you for the honorable pos
ition you have placed me in and will do my best to fill it properly.

I trust that the various motions that have been passed during 
this session and especially those respecting the Northern Indians 
will be attended to. They may not get proper attention at first 
but by continually pressing the matter they will be listened to in 
the end. *

It is my great desire that this Council shall be self supporting 
in financial matters. The sum required from each Delegate is 
small and I hope at the next Council sufficient money will be on 
Ijand to bear all expenses.

I trust that during the next two years you will all enjoy peace 
and happiness and that we shall meet again at Saugeen Reserve

I
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with a large delegation determined to work wisely and hard for 
thè benefit of our race. I thank you all for visiting my Resèrve. 
Loud cheers.

The ist and 2nd Vice-Presidents made eloquent speeches, 
thanking the Council for the honorable positions it had placed 
them in. The Council then closed, the band playing
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