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A SKETCH
OF THE

LIFE

OF

3. WO BRTEYO T,
By rur Epiror.
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- ; R e
H e was born at the village of Ountville, neat
Chatres, in Orleannois, on the 14th of Janoary
1754,  His father was what the French called
a Traitenr; that ig, keeper of an eating houfe
or an ordinary. He was interdéd for the pro~ ,
feffion of the law, and was articled to an at<
torney for that purpofe, But he grew difguft~
ed with the chicane and turpitude he was daily
oblig;cd to witnef's; and therefore, after the five
.years of his articlethip ‘were cxpxrcd he left
Chalrcs, and went to Paris.’ b
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v SKETCH OF THE LIFE
An gccident -one night at the theatre at
Paris ﬁaccd him in the company of an Englith

gentlcman They became intimate, and frgm

. this gentleman he obtamcd {fome knowlcdge of

the Englith language ; which he afterwards
improved by a refidence in L.ondpn-
He had-received a regular claffical education,
a/cquired, by ftrit application, a tolerable
knowledge of the German, Italian, and Spanith

. Janguages, {ufficient to confult the authors wha

have written in thofe languages. On his ar«

rival at Paris his firft ftudy was. jurifprudence,

. . : - . < . ‘
with an’intention of becoming an advocate in

parliament. No {cience however efcaped his

attcntlon. He attended le€tures and expe-

’ nmcnts in every branch of fcience; wherein
his aftive genius found ample exercife, Chy-
" miftry was his favourite object of purfuit; but

hls cnrcumﬁanccs were too limited to mdulgc

“much dn it. The{mall patrimony which he '

mbcntod from - his father did not exceed forty
ppnds per appum,
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OF J. P. BRISSOT. v
2 it O i

\ In the year 1777 he made his firft tour to

L

London. During his ftay in London ghe, be=
‘camc engaged in the condué of a French newf« # .
paper, at thattime called the Courier de / Europe,
but fince the Courier de Londres. Some mif-
underftanding having happened concerning the
ftamps (at the ftamp-office in London) for this
paper, the proprietor took a_rcfolution. of print-
ing it at Boulogne fur-mer; and Briffot was
appointed the Editor, and refided at Boulogne
for that purpofs. He continued in this capacityr
at Boulogne about two years. From thence
he went to Paris; and was admitted Counfellor
in Parlhh&nt.—Early in the year 1782 he
went to Neufchatel to fuperintend the printing

. of one of his books (mentioned hereafter).
This was the memorable period of the revolue
tion at Geneva. Here he became acquainted
with M. Claviere and- M. du Rovray, who,
with a numerous party, were expelled that
city, and fought an afylum in Ireland, ~ 3

oy
- - ‘!“
In the autumn of this year, he marrieda

a3 daughter

R
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daughter of Madame Dupont of Boulogne.
Thisydlng lady had been recommended to the
celébrated Madame de Genlis, who obtained a

fituation for her in the n‘ur‘fcry of the Duke de

Chartres, late Duke of Orleans, who f{uffered

tinder the guilotine; in which fituatiou the

continued fome time after her marriage.
At the beginning of the year 1783 he vifited

London a fecond time. His view in this jour«

ney was to eftablith in London a Lyceum, or
Academy of Arts and Sciences, together ‘with

~ an office of general correfpondence. Inthis

undertaking he was encouraged by fome of the

firft literary men in France; and a Monfieur

du Forge, mufician at Paris, was fo captivated

with the fcheme, that he advanced four thou(aua'

Wvres (1661.) for one third fhare of the profits.
Briffot was to have the fole management, and
the other two thirds of the profits, ' He took a
houfe in Newman Street, Oxford Strect ; and
-publi(ﬁ'ed a prgfpc{tus of his undertaking,  He

fent for his wife and his youngeft brother  (his’

eldeft
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OF J. P. BRISSOT. vil
gne. \ eldeft brother was a prieft). At this time hes
y the : commenced his defcription of the \fciences in
ed 2 England (mentioned hcrcaftcr)“,"fajbc publith-
ede - ed monthly. Having in one of his pliblications
Fered taken occafion to vindicate the Chevalier de !
- the Launay, editor of the Courier du Nord, printed
" at Maeftricht, the editor of the Courier de
fited | P Europe, now M. du Morande, was fo hig:hly

jour= offended by it, that he became from that time
\, O Briffot’s .moft determined enemy. It is to b{
with S  obferved, that the Courier du Nord and the“
this Courier de I"Europe were rival newfpapers.
f the De Launay quitted Maeftricht, and went to
Rewr | Paris, where bhe was immediately put into the-
rated Baftile, ahd was never more heard of.
aid In the month of May, 1784, Briffot was ar-
05&. . refted by his priutér in Londor}.’ &lthough he
(7 was at this time very well knc;wn to feveral
sok'a perfons of rank and fortune, yet'he was too de-
dad licate to apply to any of. them for pcéuniary‘
He '- affitance. But after remaining a 'cfa;‘iizr twe. K
(his’ in a lock-up houfe in Gray’s Inn Lane, he fcn‘t‘
sldeft ' ' 24 | his

-
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Vin SKETCH OF THE LIFE

paid the printer his bill, and liberated him.

The next morning Briffot fet out for France,

v leaving his wife and brother in England, affur-
* ing them' he would quickly return, which he

certainly intended, But in this he was {evere-
ly difappointed. Thus ended his literary en-
terprife of eftablifhing a Lycéum in Londen, in
which he embarked his whole property with a

degree of infatuation and zeal that feemed  to

“border upon infanity. During his refidence in

London he becaime acquainted with one¢ Count
de Pelleport, author of feveral pamphlets againft

the principal perfons of the French Court, par-

ticularly of one called Soirees &’ Antoinette, for
the apprehenfion of the author of which the

French Coust offered a thoufand pounds (xooo ‘

Louts) rewards Briffot, inftead of procecdmg
direétly to Paris, ftopped at Boulogne, and refid-
ed there with his mother-in-law; here he re-
folved te continue his publication on the origi~
nal plan.

his brother to an intimate friend, who inftantly,

Du M—— knowing that Pelleport
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(YOF J. P. BRISSOT, X

P

was the author of the offenfive pamphlet; and

that Briffot-arid Pelleport . were intimate, re=
folved to obtain the reward, and gratify his re-
fentment. He applied to Pelleport, offering
him the fuperintendance of a publication to-be
carried on at Bruges (near Oftend), the falary‘>
of which was to be two hundred pounds per
annum. Pelleport accepted the offer. But it
was neceflary to ftop at Boulogne, where fome
final arrangements were to be made. _ . the
month of July Pelleport embarked for Boulogngy™® "
with Captain Meredith, “But the moment- he
landed, he was feized by the offigers of the
Police, who put him in chains and carried him
to Paris, where he was fent to- the Baftile,
Du M—~— was an agent of the Policgof Paris.”
Information being given to “the Pelice, that
Briffot was at Boulogne, and that he was the J
intimate friend of Pelleport, he was immedi-.’"
| ately taken. into cuftody, carried to Paris, and
committed to the Baftile, However, it is cera.
tain that Briffot never wrote any thing againft

either
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either the King or Queen of France, He
was fincere in his abhorrence of the arbitrary
and defpotic principles of the French govern-
ment, but with refpe& to the private conduct
~of the King and Queen he never beftowed the
fimallelt attention vpon it. In this magazine
* of human vi&ims he continued about fix weeks.
His wife applied ta Madame Genlis in his' fas

vour, and Madame Genlis moft generoufly made '

& point of it with the Duke de Chartres to ob-
’ tain his liberty. The Duke de Chartress in-
terference does not appear by any document §
but Briffot’s acquittal of the charge brought

againft him, appears in the following report of *

his examination, made to the French minifter,
M. Bretenil, on the sth of September,
« The'Sieur Brifiot de Warville was convey-
., , “ed to the Baflile on the day after the Sienr
- ®¢ de Pelleport, who was arrefted at Boulogne
“ fur-mer, arrived at Paris. In confcquéﬁce of
* his conne&ions with this man, guilty of
“ writing libels, he was fufpected of having

T becn :
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: #¢ been his coadjutor. ~ The atteftation of a boy

¢t in the printing office, from whence ,one of
“ thefe libels iffued, gave ftrength to fufpicions;
¢« but this atteftation, tranfmitted from Lon=
¢ don, is deftitute of authenticity ; and the
¢¢ Sjeur Briflot de Warville, who has very fa-
« tisfatorily an{wecred to the interrogatories
¢¢ which were put to him, attributes his crimi-
% pation to the animofity of enemies whom he
¢¢ conceives to have plotted againft him in
¢¢ London, The Sieur Briffot de Warville is a
¢ man of talents, and of letters; he appcars'tllo
¢¢ have formed fyftems, and to entertain extfa-
¢ ordinary principles; but it is certain that, for
¢¢'the laft feven or eight months, his ‘connec-
¢ tions with the Sicur de Pelleport had ceafed,
« and that he employed him(el? folely upona |
L pcnodxcal paper, ‘which he obtained permxf- q.
¢ fion to circulate and fell in France, aftcr
“#¢ having fubmitted it to the examination Qf a
¢ licenfer.”
It is proper to obferve, that the addition of
'! de
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“(to diftinguifh himfelf from his eldeft brother)
is/a kind of local defignation, not uncommon
i many countries, William of Malmibury,
~ Geoffry of Monmouth, Rapin de Thoyras,,

JOan d’Arc, &c. &c.  But in the orthography
he fubftituted the Englith /7 for the French
dipthong Ou; the found of that dipthong being

Mimilar to our W. Thus Ouwarville is pro=
nounced /#arville in both languages.

' In a very fhort time after his releafe  from
the Baftile he very honourably "difcharged
hTs pecuniary obligation to his friend in Lon-

don. .
5 In the year 1587, which was the era of the
'>foundation of the French revolution, the Duke
de Chartres, now become Duke of Orleans by
thc death of his father, embraced the party of
the Parliament againft the Court., Upon the
principle of gratitude Briffot attached himfelf to
the Duke of Orleans. As an honeft man he
could not do otherwife. |

We

de Warville, which Briffot made to his name.
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A OF J. P. Bn‘xssor. Xiil
We' ihall'hcrc pafs by his tour to Ame-
rica, and fome other circumftances, becaufe
they are intima?.cly conneted with the account
of his writings, which is fubjoined.
*.Upon his return to France he found that his
¢élebrity had ‘not been diminithed by his ab-
fence. - He was eleted a member of the Con-
ftituent Aflembly, and was much engaged in
the committees of refearch, of which he was
the reporter. He was alfo ele@ted a member of
the Legiflative Affembly for the department of
Paris. It muft be obférvcd, that the revolu-
tion caft a veil over the crimes of all thofe who
had been. obliged to leave their country, In
~this group who returned to France was
Du M——. He ‘oppofed Briffot in his eleGion
for Paris, but Briffot was ele@ted by a majority of

more than three to one. However Du M ’s

party were exceflively mortified ; and they uh-é
ceafingly calumniated Briffot in the moft op-

probrious terms. M. Petion, mayor of Paris,
and who was Briffot’s friend and townfman,

contributed
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contributed much to ftrengthen hisintereft and
 afgendancy. :

Briflot now diftinguifhed himf{clf as one of
the Amis des. Noirs (friend of the Negroes), of
- whom he was a mo& zealous ad»ocatc In a
fpeech which he delivered. in thie Affembly .in
the year 1791, there is.a ftrong trait of philan-
thrapy. |

Of. this fpccch the follomng is a ﬂlort ex-
tra& : * You have heard of enormities that frcc_zc
you with horror 3 but Phalaris {poke not of his
brazen bull, he lamented only the dagger that
his own cruelty had raifed, againft him. The
colomﬁs have rclatcd inftances. of ferocity ; - but

give me, faid he, an informed brute, and I will

foon make a ferocious monfter of him. It was a

white man who firlt threw a negro into a burn-
ing oven ; who dafbed out the brains of a child
xq the prc?encc of its father; who fed a flavé
with its own proper flefh. Thefe are the mon.
fters that have to account for the barbanty of

the revolted favages,—Millions of Africans have
perithed
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pi:ri(hcd on this foil of bloods You break; at
evéry ftep, the bones of the inhabitants; that
nature has - given to thefe iflands; and yow
thudder at the relation of their vengeance, In
. this dreadful ftruggle the crimes of the Whites
are yet the moft horrible. They are the off-
{pring of defpotifm: whilft thofe of the Blacks
originate in the hatred of flavery, and the thirft
of revenge, Is philofophy chargeable with
thefe borvars ! Does fhe require the blood

the colonifts ! Brethren, fhe cries, be juft;

beneficent ; and you will profper.=~Eternal {la-
very muft be an eterhal fource of crimés;—
diveft it at lealt of the epithet eternal; for ank
guith that knows no limitation of period can
only. produce defpair."

Upon the abolition of the French monarchy,
in the month of September 1792, the Legifla-
tive 'Aﬂ;embly diffolved itfelf. The ‘conftitu~
Wom being diffolved by the abolition of the King,
they conceived that it was the inherent right
of the people to choofe a new reprefentation, in _

order

-
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order to frame @,new conftitution, fuited to
the withes of the people,.and to the neceflity
of the exifting circumftances of the times. . In
this general ele&ion Briflot was ele@ed one of
the deputies from the department of Eure and
Loire. His abilities and ‘talents became every
day more confpicuous. He ‘was chofen the Re-
porter of the Committee of Public' Safety ; in
which fituation he conduéted himfelf without
Wroach until the treacherous condu@ of Du-

‘mourier threw a fufpicion on the whole'of the

Gironde party. i

- Although affailed on all ﬁdes by his enemies,
~ his chara&er afperfed and deprccm&t\:d by-the
~ bafeft of calumnies, Briffot fhesved himfelf

confiftent ‘with his public principles of philan~
thropy.

In the dreadful maffacre of the 3d ‘of Sep-
tember, his opponents, particularly Du M——,
Jought every opportunity to- accompliﬂ\d
deftrution, by accufing him of being a prinei-
_‘pal inftigator of thofe horrors. And it muft be
7 ‘owned,
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ed to ~ owned, that thefe repeatca'and continued ca-
ceflity lumnies weakened him in the public efteem,
' In Du M was perfetly acquainted with thc

one of Englith method of writing a man down.

eand . | When Condorcet movcd for the abolition of
every royalty, Briffot was filent,

eRe- "When the motion was madc to pafs fenténce
y:in . of death on the King, Briffot fpoke and voted

itbOUt : for thc appeal to the primary affemblies. .
f Du- ‘ When F ayette was cenfured, Briffot deferidé

f the ed Kim.
' When the Duke of Orleaiis (M d’ Egalité)’
mies, i was cenfured, Briffot defended him.

y-the The two firft feem to have arifen in princi«

imfelf. | ples of humanity.
hilan~ % The two laft, unqueftionably, arofe in the *
ftrongeft ties of gratitude and friendthip.

Sep-
"{—7
vt ‘public duty,

o )
TINCl= ~ :
it be - ' ‘ R

vned,

A cigaious man eannot fuffer a more fe-
3

when his private honour
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! a2y br theor:
Qr BRISSOT’s WRIT&NGS} States.

AND PARTICULARLY OF THIS WORK. Upon

dour to

Uron the fettlement of the American gov&n- mengds,
ment after the war, He' became an enthufiaftic 'Corr'ljmcr
admirer of the new conftitution of that grc:it lyfand i
country. But fome French perfons; who had j Britith
been in America, and were returned to France, i tith me

@84 publifhed their thoughts and opinions of advantag
America, in a manner that was nothing fhort of Wwhich h

illiberality. The Yeader will find thé principal ' _, regulatio

names of thefe writers in the thirty~fecond France a

chapter of the firft volume. Briffot was fired faCtures |

with indignation at this treatment of a people, to the wi

whom he conceived could not in anywife have » theory, v

deferved fuch reproach ; and, imagining that o provemer
the general peace of 1783 had opened an ho- | attention
nourable and free commuica oﬁ recuprocal who, in

commercial advantages betw oen Amcncdd
qncc, he wrote #his 'volume with the view of

any {uper
ambition

porting and eftablithing that primary idea, moft pow

or
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br #heary of a French commerce with the United

States. ... ., , (%
Upon _this point it isno ndore than ordinary can=
dohr to obferve, that all' which Briffot recogh-
. mequ, explai(ns, or relates, concerninga French
commerce with the United States, applies equal-
ly,";nd in fome.points more than equally, to the
Britith: commerce_with  them. Every Bri-
tith merchant and trader may derive fome
advantage from a general view of the prin;:iplcs
\vﬁich he has laid down for the eftablithment and
regulation of a reciprocal commerce between
France and America. The produce and manu-
faGures of England are infinitely better fuited
to the wints of America; and therefore all his
theory, which is direted to the welfare and im-
provement of France, muft ftrongly attach the
attention of the Britith merchant and mechanic 3
who, in this grcat point, have not at prefent
any fuperiors, but have feveral rivals. Briffot’s
' ambition was to make France the greateft and
moft powerful rival. And every candid perfon
paks B - muft
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muft allow that he deferved much credit of his
cougtrymen for the progrefs he made, in this
firlt attempt, to open the eyes of the French
nation to profpes of new fources o advantagc.
- All that is further neceffary to fay ofthis work,
is faid by Briffot himfelf in the/introdution,
from the tenth to the twentieth pages. Inthe
laft French edition of Briffot’s Travels in Ame-
rica,. publithed by himfelf, about feven or eight
months before his decapitation, this volume is
placed the laft of that work. 'We have followed
the Author’s arrémgcment,. and collated the
whole by the laft Paris edition,

Of the preceding volume, entitled ** New
Travels in the United States of America,” we
have nothing to add: the whole of the French
edition is now before the.reader.

Of Briffot’s other works it is propcr to mer-
tion the following. -

The Theory of Crimt%l Laws, in two vo-
lumes.—Although M. la Cretelle, at the con-

clufion of his Effay on the Prejudices attached to
Infamy,
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~~QF J+ P. BRISSOT, xxi

Infamy, fpeaks it flattering terms of this work,
for be fays, that it exhibits an extenfible know-
lédgc’, and thewd the writer’s ambition atcends
to great principled 5 yet. to thofe perfons who
have read Beccaria’s Efflay on Crimes and Pu-
nifhments, it will not appear that Briffot has
added much novelty to the fubject.

The Neceffity of @ Reform of the Criminal Laws,

What R:paration i5 due to mmocent Perfons uny

Juflly aceufed.

Thefe were two dxfcourfcs which were crowns
ed by the Academy of Chalons fur Marue, and
were printed in the form of two, pamphlets,
The minifters of Louis XVI. were a good deal
offended at'the ' principles they contained, and
they forbid the Academy propofing the difcufs
fion of fitilar fubje@s at any of their fature
mcetmgs.

This check ferved but as a fhmulus tQ Brifs
fot tocontinue his fubjeét. He therefore, in
two years afterwards, publithed his Philofophin
cal Library of the Criminal Laws. This work ig

b3 now
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now fen volumes. Briffot’s view ‘in this work

was, to diffufe and explain thofe 'grand princi=

ples of freedom which p?éduced the revalution

in England in the year 1688, and the revolution
in America in the year 1775.  Before the dif+
folution of the monarchy in France thofe prin+
ciples were - almoft unkrown to the French,
and are ftill almoft unknown to the other parts
of Europe. But as feveral-of the monarchs of
Europe approved of the American revolution,
it ma'y be prefumed that their fubjets will not
long continue ignorant of the motives and grounds
of 2" meafure which was ‘honoured with the
patronage of their fovereigns. This circum-
ftance alone fhould convince the Englifh, that
many of the powers of Europe ‘behold with
pleafure the diminution of their g;eatnefs and
confequence, and that very few of thofe powers
are ever friendly to them, except during the
time they are receiving a bribe, by virtue of
an inftrument, commonly galled a fubfidiary
freaty, | ‘
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Of Dr. Pri¢e of London he was an admirer ;
but of Dr. Prieftley he was alfo an imitator
for he amufed himfelf frequently with chymif-
try, phyfics, anatomy, and religion. On the
laft fubje there is a prefumption that he wrote
but little ; for in his Letzer to the Archbifbop of
Sens (the only tra& on religion, by him,  that
has come to the Editor’s knowledge) he fays,
“¢ That religious -tyranny had been proftrated
¢¢ by the blows of Voltaire, Roufleau, D’Alem-
¢ bert, and D’Iderot.”” His mind was capaci-
ous, and his comprehenfion extenfive. In his

zeal to become an imitator of Prieftley, he

publithed a volume Con}erning Truth, or Thoughts

on the Meansof attaining Truth, in all the Branches
of Human Knowledge. Here was a wide field
for the difplay of Briffot’s talents and induftry.
His defign was'to have carried on the work to
{everal volumes, and to have invited the com-
munfcations of the literati of all Europe, in
all the different Jcienees, and, it may be added,
Jbeculations, But there was fuch a freedom of

b4 fentiment
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{entiment manifefted in the firft volume, that

" both the author and printer were alarmed with
the terrors of the Baftile, Filled with thefe
apprebenfions, he left Paris, and went to Neuf-
chatel." There he printed his profpe&tus, and
he caufed it to be alfo printed in London. But
when thefe copies were attempted to be circu-
lated in France they were feized. Not afingle
number was permitted to be feen in any book-
{eller’s thop in France,

Finding the execution of his projeét-thus

rendered impraicable, ,he left Neufchatel, and

went to London ; where, in order to give cur<
renty to his free op'miox:s, he altered the title
of his book. He propofed to publith the re-
maining. part periodically, under the name of
A Defcription of the Sciences and Arts in England;;
great part of which was intended to be devoted
_to an examination of, and to obfervations on, the
Englith conftitution. His friends folicited the
Freoch miniftry to permit this work to be 're-
printed at Paris. At firft they obtained this

favour ;
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favour 3 and the work went on as far as twelve

numbers, or two volames. After which it was
prohibited ; not more to the author’s mortifica-
tion than to the injury of his pocket. M. de
Vergennes, who was at that time minifler of
France, had fo ftroug a diflike to every thing
that was Englith, that he would not endlre the
fmalleft commendation’ upon any part of the
Englith conftitution, or commerce, to be pro-‘
. mulgatedin France,  He had begun to difco-
ver, that the favourite idga of his madler, of
feparating the ‘Britith colonies from the Bri-
tifh empire, might lead to an inveftigation of the -
“principles of government at home, and prove
extremely dangerous to a defpotic monarchy,
Notwithftanding he was thus difappointed a
fecond time, he ftill purfued his dcggn; but
undet a {fecond: change of title, He publithed
two volumes under the title of Philofopbical
Letters on the Hiflory of England. The title
did wot attach the public attention ; becaufe

two volumes under a fimilar name had been

3 | publifhed
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publithed in London, and had with fome art
been impofed on the public, as the production
of Lord Lyttelton ; but they were written by

Gold{mith, in fupport of tyranny and arifto-

cracy.

Every circumftance of cruelty and oppref-
fion met with the obfervation of Briffot. When
the late Empercr Jofeph was punifhing Horiah,
the leader of the reyolt in Walachia, and iflu-
ing his thocking edi¢t againft emigration, . Brif-
fot,addrefled rwo /gters to him upon thofe fub-
je€ts, which were read througheut Germany.
In one letter he affirmed, <that Horiah was juf-
tified in his revoltt in the other he held, that
a privilege to emigrate from one country to
another’ was a facred right derived from fa-
ture. St

He was an enthufiaft in his admiration of the
‘American revolution, and of the condu& of
the Americans in rifking every thing to eman-
cipate themfelves from the tyranny of Great

Britain.  Upon comparing the new conftitu-
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tion of America with that of England, he
changed his opinjon of the latter—be ceafed to
approve of 1t.

Some French gentlemen, who had vifited
America, having, when they returned to France,
‘written fome fevere remarks on the’Americans,
Briffot defended the Americans, particularly in
his book called ' 4 Critical Examination of  the
Travels of the Marquis of Chatelleux. But as
this work has been already mentioned in the

preceding volume (fee chapters 31 and 32), it

is not ncg’é:ﬂ'ary to fay any thing more of it
i

here.

It muft never be forgot, that during the pe-
riod of the French monarchy there ‘were more
intrigues alv;ays going on in the French court
than in any court in Europe. At this time
(the year' 1787) the court was fi#ll of in-
trigues—libidinous as well as  political ; for
though the King had nc;\miftrcﬂ'es, the Queen
had her favourites, and her party, Necker was
difmiffed, and Calonne was appointed by her in-

fluence.
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fluence. 'Montmorin fucceeded Vergennes, and
the Duke of Orleans was at the head of the
party that fought the overthrow of the new mi-
niftry.  When Calonne affembled the Nota-
bles at Verfailles, Briffot publithed a pamphlet
entitled No Bankruptcy ; or Letters to a Creditor
of the State concerning the Funpofibilty of a Na-
tional Bankruptcy, and the Means of refloringCre-
dit and Peace. 'This pamphlet, which contain-
ed many fevere obfervations on Calonne’s mea-
fures and plans, and fome arguments in fupe
port of certain privileges claimed by the people,
the Duke of Orleans was highly pleafed with.
He made inquiry after the author, for the tralt

was anonymous, and having difcovered him,

he orderéd his chancellor to provide a fituation
L

for him. He was made fecretary-general of
the Duk#'s c'hancery. This did not fave him
from minifterial refentment. A lettre de cae
chet was made out againft him, but haviog
notice of it, he inftantly efcaped to the' Nether-
lands. He was for feveral mouths editor of the
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Courier Belgique, printed at Mechlin. " It was.
during this voluntary exile that he formed his
proje& of vifiting America, He communicated
his defign to the Philanthropic Society of the
Friends of the Negroes at Paris, and was by them
affifted and retommended to feveral perfons in
America. The produce of this vifit to Ame-
rica was the firlt volume of this work, written
upon his rettirn to France, The French minif-
try being changed before he left Europe, he
embarked at Havre-de Grace in the month of
June 1788,

Intelligence having reached him in Ametica

of the rapid progrefs liberty was making in
France, he returned to his native country in
1789, in a-confidencé that his labours might
become ufeful to the“general intereft.

His firft publication after Ris return (except
the preceding volume of his Travels in Ame="
rica) was A Plan of Condul? for the Deputies of
the People. | .

His knowledge and admiratibn of America

" naturally
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naturally produced a friendthip with the Mar«
quis de la Fayette, who introduced him into
the club of the Jacobins.

We fhall pafs by the feveral fteps and mea-
fgres of the revolution ; for to give an account
of all Briffot’s concern therein, would be to
write a large volume upon that event only.
But the mention of a few circumftances which
are attached tg Briffot peculiarly, is indifpen~
fable.

By the intereft, orrather influence, of Fayette
he was made a member of the Communie of Pa-=

ris. He was agent of the Police, and a mem-

ber of the Committee of Infpetion at Paris;

and afterwards a reprefentative for the depart~
ment of Eure and Loire.

He commenced a newfpaper, which he call-
ed Patriote Frangais ; in which he conftantly
defended the condu& of la Fayette, He atach-
ed himfelf to the party called the Girondifts,

To the Englith reader thisAna‘,me may re-
quire fome explanation. The warm and moft
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violent of the ~National Cenvention, having
gained the confidence and fqrpport of the city
of Paris by various arts, but principally by de-

claring, upon every opportunity, that Paris

' muft conftantly be the place in which the-Na-

tional Reprefentation muft hold their delibera- -
rations; to balance againft this power of Pa-
ris, Condorcet, Petion, Vergniaux, Briffot,
Ifnard, and others, all members of the Con-
vention, endeavoured to-gain the commercial
cities in theirintereft, Bourdeaux Was the prin-
cipal of thofe cities which joined' them ; it is
fituated on the river Garonne, locally pronounc-
ed Gironde, which being the center of a de-
partment, named from the river, the appella-
tion 6f Girondifts was given to the whole party.
The whole was a ftauggle for power : there
was no other obje&t whatever. It is a foolifh,
and an idle affertion, ip thofe who fay, that
Briffot and the party had engaged in a plot tq
reftore the monarchy of France. * Whatever
their opinions might have been in fome of th.c

carly
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early ftages of the revolution, perhapsfrom asf
apprebenfion that the people of France might
hefitate at an abrupt propofition of a republican
government, they were unqueftionably inno<
cent of the charge, at the time it was made.
Here follow, however, ‘the documents as pub-
lithed by authority, in juftification of the exe-
cution ; which, like all other ftate papers, in
every country, confifts of the beft apology, er
- moft colourable pretence, for a thing that has

been done by order of government,

REPORT againft BrissoT, and the other arrefted

Deputies ; made Oltober 3, 1793.

THE Citizens of Paris, being informed that
Amar was to prefent his Report from the Com-

mittee of General Safety this day, filled the _

galleries at a very early hour,
As foon as he appeared at the Bar, the ap-
plaufes were fo loud and continued that he was
unable
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unable to begin for more than a-quarter of an
houry i

At lenath, amxdﬁ the moft profound filence,
he read his report.
. He began, by ftating,, that, 'before he pro-
ceeded to the. report which had been expected
with fuch impatience, and would amply recoms-
penfe the unavoidable delay that had prevented
a more fpeedy gratification, of the wifhes of the
people, he was commanded by the; Committee
of General Safety to requeft that none of the
members of the Convention thould be allowed
to go out till the Decree of Accufation had
been adopted.  This requeft was immediately
complied with, and a decree being pafled, the
Prefident gave orders to the Commander of the
National Guards to allow no Members to go
beyond the Bar.

Amar then affirmed that the gigantic arm of

treafon had been uplifted to firike the reprefens
tative majefty of the people, and to level with

the ground the unity and indivifibility of the
Vor. IL. c French
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French Republic,~«The arm of treafon had been
nerved and fupported by the united energies of been p
Briffot, Condorcet, Guadet, Vergniaud, and the ) can b°
other Deputies. : and by

Briffot, the leader of this traitorous: band, fibility
commenced his political career by being a with ¢
Member of the Commune of Paris, to which
he was introduced by La Fayette, to whofe de-
figns he had proftituted his pen.—At this zra
of his life he made his appearance three times
in the Jacobin Club.—In the firft vifit he pro-
pofed thofe meafares which have proved fo dif-
aftrous to the Colonies; in the fecond, he at-
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ple in the Champ de Mars; and in the third
vifit he ‘moved the declaration of war againft
Great Britaim.

‘Introduced into the Legiflative Affembly, he
immediately entered into a coalition with Con-
dorcet and the Girondine falion, whofe defigns
he approved and fupported. The confumma~
tion of the objeét of this coalition was to: have
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been produced by the furrender of the Republi-
can body to the violation of the Allied Powers,
and by the deftrultion of that unity and indivi-
fibility which can alone be expected to cotnbat
with effe@ the tyrants who would undermine
the proud pillar of Liberty, and deftroy even
the veftige of freedom from the face of the

earth.

The Court made ufe of their influence to de-
clare war at a moment when the armies and the
fortified places were in a ftate of abfolute want,
or entrufted to traitors chofen by a perjured
King., They proteted Narbonne, the minif-
ter, whom all France accufed of thekmcafurcs
taken to render this war fatal to libcfty; and
in their Journals they calumniated the Patriots
who had the courage to refift them. They de-
fended Dietrifch, convitted of being an accom-
plice with La Fayette, and of having offered
to give up Strafbourg; and while the chiefs of
that faction prote@ted the confpirators and trai-
torous Generals, the patriotic foldiers were pro-

C2 {cribed,
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{cribed, and the volunteers of Paris fent to be
butchered. |

During the time we were {arrounded by the
fatellites of defpots, when the Court was going
to open the gates of France to them, after
having caufed the intrepid defenders of liberty
to be murdered at Paris, Briffot and his accom-
plices did all they could to counteralt the ge-
nerous efforts of the people, and to fave the
tyrant. During and after the unhappy infur-
re&ion of the 1oth of Auguft, they endeavour-
ed to prevent. the abdication of Louis the X VI,
and to preferve to him the Crown.

In the night of ‘thc roth of Auguft, Petion,
fhut up in the Thuilleries, confulted with the
fatellites of tyrants the plan to mafiacre the
people, and gave orders to Mandat, Commander
of the National Guards, to let the people come
in, and then to cannonadc them 1 in the rear,
A few days before, Genfonne and Vergniaud

engaged to defend Loms XV1I, on condition that
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o be

the three minifters, Roland, Claviere,:and. Sery
v the ‘ van, were recalled. .
y0ing }_ Petiqn and La Source made ufe of all their
after _ff mcans?ofend the federates from Paris, Brif
berty {ot, Kerfaint, and Rouyer, according to the let,
coms- | ters found i the Thuilleries, - gave bad advice
e ge- i to the tyrant, and, in defiance of the laws, they
e the ' dared to folicit places in the miniftry, under 2
promife to extend the deftru&tive authorities of
vOus- the defpot.

XVI. The proje& to overturn the foundatiou of thé

infur-

Republic, and to murder the friends of Liberty,
‘etion, | was put i practice in the Legiflative Affembly,
th the ‘ by Briffot, in his-infidious harangue on the
| 2oth of July 1792, oppofing the abdication of

the throne, We have feen Briffot and his ac=

re the

nander

il complices, Republicans under Monqréhy, and

Royalifts under the Republic ; always conftant

e rear,
gniaud in. their defigns to ruin the French nation, and
>n that

‘he hypocritical tyrant, Louis the XVI. came into

to abandon it to its enemies. At the time the

the Affembly to accufe the people, Whofg maf-

c3 facrg
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facre he had prepared,—Vergniaud, like a true
accomplice of the tyrant, told him-—¢ That the
Affembly held it to be one of their moft facred
duties to maintain  all conftituted authoﬁties,
and confequently that of Royalty.”

When the Attorney General, Raderer, came
to announce, with the accent of grief, that the
citizens in infurreétion had taken the refolution
not to feparate till the Affembly had pronounc-
ed the forfeiture of the Crown, Prefident Verg-
niaud filenced the applaufes from the galleries
by telling them, that they violated the laws in
obftru@ing the freedom of opinion; and he
told Raderer, that the Affembly was going to
take into immediate confideration the propofal
which he, Vergniaud, had made, thewing the
neceflity of preferving the exiftence of the
King.

Kerfaint feconded the motion, Geradet pro-
pofed to liberate Mandat, who was arrefted
for having given orders to fire on the people;
or, in the event that that commander was na
more, to fend a dcbutqtiou of twelve Girondil
| Members,
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Members, authorifed to choofe his fucceffor, in)
order by thig means to keep the public force at
the difpofitien of that mifchievous faction.

In that memorable fitting of the 1oth of
Auguft, the Girondift chiefs, Vergniaud, Gua-
det, and Génfonne, took by turns the chair,
and went to the galleries to flacken the energy
of the people, and to fave Royalty, under the
thield of the pretended conflitution.. They
fpoke of nothing but obedience to the conftitu-
tional laws to thofe citizens that came to the
bar to proteét their newly acquired liberty.

When the municipality came to invite the
Aflembly to fend the proces-verbal of the great
operations of the roth of Auguft, in order to
prevent the calumnies of the enemies of liberty,
Guadet interrupted the members who made
that demand, by making a motion to recom-
mend anew to the magiftrates the execution of
the laws.—He blamed the Council of the Com-
mune for having confined Petion in his own
houfes though they did it in order to render it

C4 impoffible
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impofiible for; that impeftor to make even ins
{urrection fubfervient to at againft liberty,
When a deputation from the fuburb. St. Any

toine came to announce the civic affliGtion of the _

widows and children mafiacred on that day, the
perfidious Guadet cqolly an{wered them, ** That
the Aflembly hoped to reftore public tranquil-
lity and the reign of the laws.”

Vergniaud, in the name of the cxtraqrdina-
ry commiffion dire&ted by that fattion, propofed
the fufpenfion of the King, who had been
dethroned by the people, as a fimple conferyas
tory act of royalty ; and feemed greatly affected
at the events which had faved the country, and
operated the ruin of the tyrants. . He oppofed
Choudieu’s motion, tending. to exclude from fhc_
Convention the Members of both the Legiflative
and Conftituent Aflemblies ; and with the {fame
cunning he prevented the regifters of the civil
lift from being depofited on the tablc'.A

Guadet wifhed to have a governor named to the

{on of the late King, whom he called the Prince
' Royal.
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Royal. Briffot and his accomplices always af-
fected to. invoke the literal execution (3f the
Conftitution, while the people, in the n/émc pf
the martyrs who fell before the caftle of the
Thuilleries, demanded the complctc,’ovcrthfow
of the tyrant, '

Vergniaud oppofed this demand, faying, that
the people of Paris were but a fection of the
empire, and affected to oppofe it in this manner
to the departments.—He likewife refifted the
petition made by the Commons to put the tyrant
under arreft. He ufed all his efforts with Brif
fot, Petion, and Manuel, to get Louis XVL
confined in the Luxembourg, from whence it
would have been eafier for him to efcape than
out of the tower of the temple.

Genfgnne and Guadet had the fervility to
publifh, at different times, that ILouis XVL
had commanded the Swils not to fire upon the
people, From that time, the leaders of the
Girondifts (Department of Bourdeaux), com-
ptlled to praife the events of the 1oth of Auguft,

continued
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continued, notwithftanding, to undermine the
Republic. They publithed the fevereft fatires
againft the Jacobins, againft the Commons and
people of Paris, and in general againft all thofe
who contributed to the deftruétion of monarchy.
Roland’s houfe was filled with packets of libels,
which were to be diftiibuted among the people,
and fent into the departments.

Thefe guilty men proteéted all the confpira-
tors, favoured the progrefs of Brunfwick with
all their power, and were the agents of the
Englifh fattion which has exerted fo fatal an
influence during the courfe of our revolution,
Carra was in league with certain charaters of
the Court of Berlin. In his Journal Politique
of the 25th of Auguft, 1791, he formed a wifh,
on account of the marriage of the Duke of
York with the Princefs of Pruffia, *¢ that the
Duke might become Grand Duke of Belgium,
with all the powers of the King of the French.”
While Brunfwick was preparing to decide the
fate of the French nation by the force of arms,
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Catra in the fame Journal rcprcﬂp&u"ﬁent him as a

great coppmander, the greateft, politician, the

moft amiable Prince in Europe, formed to be

_the reftorer of liberty in all pations.—He pub-

lithed, that this Duke, on his arrival at Paris,
would go to the Jacobins, and put on the red
cap, in order to intereft the people in fayour of
this fatellite of tyrants. Finally, Carra was {o
audacious as to propofe openly to the Jacobins,
for the Duke of York to be King of the French.
From thefe and many other fadls, too tedious
to mention, there refults, that Carra and his af-
fociate were iniquitous and deep diflemblers,
penfioned by England, Pruflia, and Holland, to
enable a Prince of that family which rules over
thofe countries to obtain the crown of Frange.
This fame Carra, together with Sillery, the
difhonoured confidapt of a contemptible Prince,
was fent by the then reigning faction to Dumoy-

‘rigry to complete that treafon which faved the

almoft ruined army of the Pruffian defpot, Du-
mourier came fuddenly to Paris to concert with
Brifiot, Petion, Guadet, Genfonne, angd Carra,

the
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the perfidious expedition into the Auftrian Ne-
therlands, which he undertook when the Pruf-
fian army, wafting' away by contagious difor-
ders, was peaceably: retiring—while the French
army was burning with indignation at the in-
altion in which they were kept.’

It was not the fault of this faction,“if the
motion often  made by Carra to'receive Brunf-
wick at Paris was not realized. He meditat-
ed, in the beginning of September 1792, to de-
liver up this city, without means of defence, by
flying beyond the river Loire, with the Legif-
lative Aflembly, with the Executive Council,
and with the captive King. He was fupported
in it by Roland; Claviere, and le Brun, the

creatures and inftruments of Briffot and his ac-

complices,

But thefe perfidious minifters, having been
threatened by one of their colleagues to be de-
nounced to the people, it was then that Carra
and Sillery were fent to Dumourier, ' to autho-
rife this General to negociate with Frederick
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Will'iam, to enable this Prince to get out of the
kingdom, .on condition that he thould leave the-
Netherlands without “the fufficient means of
defence, and" deliver them up to the numerous
and triumphant armies of France,

The calumnious har'angues that were made
in the Tribunes were prepared or fanétioned at

Roland's, or in the meetings that were held at

Valaze’s and Petion’s. They propofed to fur-

round the Convention with a pretorian guard,
under the name of Departmental Force, which
was to be the bafis of their feederal fyﬁém. In
the Legiflative Affembly they meditated a flight
beyond the Loire, with the Affembly, the Exe-
cutive Council, the Royal Family, and the pub-
iic treafure. - Kerfaint, at his return from Se-
dan, dared to propofe this projet-to the Exe=
cutive Council 5 and it was fupported by Ro-

d
land, Claviere, and le Brun, the creatures and

inftruments of Briffot. '
The fattion ftrove to put off the judgment of
the tyrant by impeding the difcuffion. They
appointed
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appointed a commiffion of twenty-four members
to examine the papers found in the Thuilleres, in
the guilt of which fome of thefe members were
implicated; and they endeavoured, in concert
with Roland, to conceal thofe which tended to
difcover their tranfaction with the court, They
voted for theappeal to the people, which would
bave been a germ of civil war, and afterwards

wanted a refpite to the judgment,

. They inceflantly repeated, that the Conven=

tion could do no good, and that it was not free,
Thefe declamations mifled the departments, and
tnduced them to form a coalition, which was
near being fatal to France. 4

They patronized an incivic piece, entitled
L’ami des Loix.

On the 14th of January, Barbaroux and hig
friends had given orders to the battalion of Mar=
feillois to-furround the Canvention.

On the 20th, Valadi wrote to the other De-
puties—*¢ To-merrow in arms to the Conven-
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OF J. P. BRISSOT. xlvii

tion—he is 3 coward who does not appear
there.”

Briffot, after the condemnation of Louis Capet,
cenfured the Convention and threatened France
with the vengeance of the European Kings,
When it was his object to bring on war, he fpoke
in an oppcfite fenfe, and treated the downfal
of all thrones, and the c onqueft of the univerfe,
as the fport of the French nation. Being the
organ of the Diplomatic Committee, compofed
almoft entirely of the fame faction, he propofed
war {uddenly againft Eogland, Holland, and all
the powers that had not then declared them-
felves.

This fa&tion aéted in coalition with perfidious
Generals, particularly with Dumourier. Gen-
fonnet held a daily correfpondence with him :
Petion was his friend. He avowed himfelf the
C unfellor of the Orleans party, and had con-
nection with Sillery and his wife.

After the revolt of Dumourier, Vergniaud,
Guadet, Briffot, and Genfonne, withed to

juftify
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juftify his conduét to the Committee of General

Defence, afferting that the denunciations’ made

againft him by the Jacobins and the Mountain

were the caufe of his condu&t ; and that Du=

mourier was the protetor of the found part of k.

the Convention. This wds the party of which

Petion, Briffot, Vergniaud, &c. were the chiefs

and the orators.
When Dumourier was declared a traitot by the ; "

Convention, Briffot, in the Patriote Frangoife,

as well as other writers, who were-his accom+

plices, praifed him, in defiance of the law. As

meémbers of the Committee of General Defence,

they ought to have given information relative to

the preparations that'were making in La Vendee.

The Conventiony; however, was not made acs

quainted with them till the war 'became ferious, '

They armed the Seltions where' Ariftocracy

réignedy againft: thofe where public {pirit was

triumphant.
They affeCted to belicve that a plot was nfe-

ditated by the Republicans againft the National

Convention,
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leneral R .
Convention, for the purpofe of naming the

3 made . i .
commiffion of twelve, who, in an arbitrary man-

untain

t Du=<

yart ‘of

ner, imprifoned the magiftrates of the people,
and made war againft the patriots.

_ Ifnard developed the views of the confpiracy,
Wh.lCh when he ufed this atrocious expreffion: ¢¢The
Suiis aftonifthed traveller will feek on what banks of
the Seine Paris once ftood.” The Convention
by the
ngoifes
1ccoms<
V. 1As

efence,

diffolved the commiffior, which, however, re-
fumed its functions on its own authority, and
continued to ac.

The faltion, by the addrefles which it fent to

the departments, armed them againft Paris and

itive to .
the Convention. The death of numbers of pa-
]

Tendee. S
triots in the fouthern departments, and particu-

ade acs larly at Marfeilles, where they perithed on the

lerious, {caffold, was the confequence of - thofe fatal di-

tocrac . ; . .
y vifions in the Convention, of which they were

it was the authors,—The defe&ion of Marfeilles foon

produced that of Lyons. This important city

|a - .
s became the central’ point of the counter-revolu-

[ationa s '
ational tion in the South. The republican municipa-

ention, Vor. 11. d lity
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lity was difperfed by the rebels, and good citi= machn

zens were maffacred.—Every punithment that bined art
cruelty could devife to increafe the torments of Couflz
death was put in execution. The adminiftrative d his toe
bodies were leagued partly with Lyons, and even.to f
sf)artly with foreign Ariftocrats, and with § to the r
the -Emigrants difperfed through the Swifs , this faétic
Cantons. lic, was
The cabinet of ILondon afforded life and ': {ures.
energy to this rebellious league. Its pretext Perhap.

was the anarchy that reigned at Paris—its S8 would er

leaders, the traitorous deputies of the Con- NG (e groun

vention. much lor
Whilft they made this powerful divcrﬁon in | 1oth of 2

favour of the tyrants united againft us, La Ven- o s laid,

dee continued to drink the blood of the patriots. S8 from . deft
Cirra and Duchatel were fent to this depart- thoufand {

ment in quality of Deputies from the Natidnal revolution:

Convention. Condorcet
Carra publicly exhorted the adminiftrators

of the Maine and Loiré to fend troops againft

Paris. Both thefe deputies were at the fame

time
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od citi= time conneted with the Generals of the com-
ent that bineéd armies.
ments of | Couftard, fent alfo,as a commiflioner, carri-
niftrative ed his treafonable projects to fuch a length, as
ns, and "“ even to furnifh fupplies of provifions and ftores
d  with _‘- to the rebels—The miffion of the agents of
e Swifs this faction, fent.to different parts of the repub-
“  lic, was marked by fimilar traitorous mea-
life and {ures. N\
s pretext Perhaps the column of republican power
aris— its S8 would ere this have meafured its length upon
he Con- S8 the ground, if the confpirators had preferved
much longer their inordinate power.—On the
verfionin (SR 1oth of Auguft the foundation of the column
La‘ Ven- was laid, ‘on the 31t of May it was preferved
patriots.” | from .deftrution. The accufed publithed a
1s depart- thoufand feditious addrefles, a thoufand counter-
» Natidnal revolutionary libels, fuch as that addreffed by
Condorcet to the department of the Aifne.
iniftrators They are the- difgraceful monuments of the
ps againft treafon by whic"h they hoped to 1nvolve France
the fame n ruin, '

time
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Ducos and Fonfrede formed the flame of the

: 1y Maral
rebellion, by their correfpondence and their y v

fpeeches, in which they celebrated the virtues of ;lei 't'
into the
mended
- complice
of the &
| Prancee
nounced'
over the

the confpirators.

" Several of thefe confpirators fled, and difperfed
themfelves through the departments——They
eftablithed there a kind of National Convention,
and invefted the adminiftration with independ-
ent powers—they encircled themfelves -with

guards and cannon, pillaged the public trea- frowy r¢

{uries, intercepted provifions that were on the :
Gitey

road to Paris, and fent them to ‘the réwolted o
pubhicati¢

Caen fev
Thatiner,

inhabitants of the former provinces of Britanny.
They levied a new army, and gave Wimpfen,
degraded by his attachment to tyranny, the

, with pol
command of this army.
) ) y three dej
They attempted to effeét a junétion with the )
pointed o

rebels of la Vendee, and to furrender to"the

enemy the proviices of Britanny and Nor-

Briffot
crimes,
falfe pafl
the purp:
France,

mandy.
They deputed affaffins “to Paris, to murder
the members of the Convention, and particular-
8 ly
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ly Marat, whofe deftruction they had foleminly
{worn to accomplith.—They put a poignard
into the hands of a woman who was recoms
mended to Duperret by Barbaroux and his ac~
complices.  She was conveyed into the gallery
of the Cenvention by Fauchet.—The enemies of

E France exalted her as a heroine, Petion pro-

nounced” her apotheofis at Caen, and threw
dvet the blood<ftained fortn of affaffination the
{fnowy robe of virtue,

Gitey Dupre, the colleague of Briffot, in the
publication of the Parriote Frangars, printed at
Caen feveral fongs, which invited, in a formal
Thatiner, the citizens of Caen to arm themfelves
with poignards, for the purpofe of fabbing
three deputies of the Convention, who Were
poin;ed out by name.

Briffot ‘fled with a lie added to \.his other
crimes, Had he gone to Switzerland, as tﬁe
falfe pafiport Rated, it would have been for
the purpofe of exciting a new enemy agdinft
France,

dj Rabaud
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Rabaud St. Etierre, Rebecqui, Duprat, and
Antiboul, carried the torch of fedition into the
department of le Gard and the hc‘ighbouring
departments.—Biroteau, Rouger, and Reland,
projeéted their terrible plots in Lyops, where
they poured the ample ftream of patriotic blood,
by attaching to the friends of their country the
appellation of anarchifts and monopolizers.

At Toulon thefe endeavours were fuccefsful,
and Toulon is now in the hands of the Englifh.

The fame lot was referved for Bourdeaux and
Marfeilles,—The reigning faction had made
fome overtures to Lord Hood, whofe fleet they
expeted. The entire execution of the confpi-
racy in the South waited only for the junétion
of the Marfeillefe and Lyonefe, which was pre-
vented by the vi€tory gained by the Republican
army which produced the redu@ion of Mar-
{eilles.

The meafures of the confpirators were exat-

ly fimilar to thofe of the ememdes of France, and
particularly of the Englith.—Their writings
differed

differed
minifter
Englith
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differed in nothing from thofe of the Englifh
minifters, and libellers in the pay of the

Englifh minifters.

Mr. PITT
Wifhed to degrade and to
diffolve the Convention.

He wifhed to aflaflinate the
members of the Convention.

He wifhed to deftroy Paris.

He wifthed to arm all na-
tions againft France.

In the intended partition of
France, Mr. Pitt wifhed to
procure a part for the Duke of
York or fome other branch of
his mafter’s family.

He endcavoured to deftroy
our colonies.

The DEPUTIES
Attempted to d6 the fame.

The deputies procured the
aflaffination of Marat and Le

Pelletier.

The deputies didall in their
power to produce this effect.

The deputies obtained a de-
claration of war againft all na-
tions.

Carra and Briffot entered
into a panegyric of the Dukes
of York and Brunfwick, and
even went fo far as to propofe
them for Kings.,

The deputies have produced
thé deftruction of the colonies.

Briflot, Petion, Guadet,
Genfonne, Vergniaud, Ducos,
and Fonfrede, direfted the
meafures relative to the colo=
nies, which meafures reduced
them to the moft lamentable
fituation.

d 4 Santhonax




Ivi SKETCH OF THE LIFE

Santhonax and Polverel, the guilty Commif~
fioners who ravaged.the colonies with fire .and
{word, are their accomplices. = Proofs of their
corruption exift in the correfpondence of Rai~
mond, their creature. '

Of the numerous fa&ts of which the faction
are accufed, fome relate only to particular indivie
duals: the general confpiracy, however, is ate

tached to all,

Upon this a& of aceufation they were tried

before the Revolutionary T'ribunal, on the 3oth
day of O&ober, 1793. When the a& of ac-
cufation was read to them in the Court, they
refufed to make any an{wer to it, unlefs Ro-
berfpierre, Barrere, and other members of the
Committee of Safety, were prefent, and inter-
rogated: they infifted upon thofe members be
ing fent for ; which being refufed, and they ftill
refufing to make any an{wer, the Judge ftated
to the Jury, that from the aét of accufation it
refulted that,

I, There
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I. There exifted a confpiracy againgt the uni-
ty and indivifibility of the Republic, the liberty
and fafety of the French People, |

L. That all the individuals denoynced in the
a of accufation are guilty of this confpiracy,

as being either the authors of, or the accom-

plices in; it, ,

The Jury of the Revolutionary Tribunal, to *
whom thefe facts were {ubmitted, brought in
their verdict at eleven o’clock at night, on the

3oth of October, againft

BRISSOT,

Vergniaud Sillery
Genlonee Fauchet
Duprat Dupertet
Valaze - Lafource
Lehardi Carra_
Ducos Beauvais
Fonfrede Mainvielle
Borleau Antiboul
Gardien Vigee, and
Duchateél Lacaze,

who were declared to be the authors and dce
complices' of a confpiracy’ which had exifted:
againft the unity and indivifibility of the Re-:

1 public,
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phblic, ant’ againft the liberty and fecurity of
the French people.

The Prefident of the Revolutionary Tribu-

nal immediately pronounced the fentence ‘de-
creed by the conftitution :—That  they thould
fuffer the punifhment of death—=that their exe-
cution thould take place on thc_fubfcquehf day,

" en the Place d la Revolution—that-their pro-

perty fhould be confifcated, and that this fen-

tence fhould be printed and pofted up through- |

out the whole extent-of the republic.
As foon as the fentenfe 'was pronounced,
Valaze pulled'a dagger from his pocket and ftab-

bed himfelf.—The Tribunal immediately or-

dered that the body fhould be conveyed on the
morrow to the Place de la Revolution, with the
other deputies.

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, on the
31ft, the execution todR place—The fireets
were lined with foldiers, and every precaution
taken to preverit the difturbance of the public
tranquillity.

Duchatel,
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Duchatel, Ducos, Fonfrede, # Iebardi,
preferved a firm and undaunted a:lr, and furvey-
ed the engine of death with a compofed and
unruffled countenance.

The deportment of Briffot was manly—he
preferved a fixed filence, and {ubmitted his head
to the guilotine, after furveying ftedfaftly, for

a few moments, the Deputies, to whom, how?

ever, he did n?'/t {peak.

Sillery faluted the people tith much refped,
and converfed a fhort time with his confefior,
as did Fapchet.—Lafource died in a penitential
manner,—Carra, Vergniaud, Genfonne, Duper-
ret, Gardien, Duprat, Beauvais, Mainvielle,
Lecaze, Boileau, Antiboul, and Vigee, died
with firmnefs, and with the exclamation of
¢ Vive la Republigue.”—The execution was
concluded in thirty-feven minutes,

\ \
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NINTRODUCTION,

By J.P. BRISSO{,}' pE WARVILLE,

HE Court of Great-Britain had no fooner

figned the Treaty acknowledging the Inde-
pendence of her late Colonies in North ‘America,
than her merchants and political writers fought the
means of rendering to her by commerce an equi-
valent for her lofles by the war,

Lord Shefficld has predicted, in his Oblervations
on the Commerce of America, ‘“that England would
always be the ftorehoufe of the United States ; that
the Americans, conftantly attracted by the excellence
of her manufa&ures, the long experienced integrity
of her merchants, and the length of credit, which
they only can give, would foon forget the wounds
which the minifterial defpotifm of London, as well
as the ferocity of the Englifh and German fatellites,
had given to America, to form with it new and dur-
able connexions #.”

* Thefe are not Lord Sheffield’s words. Thev are M. Briffot’s ;
and contain bis defcription of Lord Sheffield’s /uppofed fentiments,
from a perufal of that Nobleman’s Obfervations on the Commerce
of America. Edjt,
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INTRODUCTION.

This politician was the only one who appeared in
that career; others’ followed it [Dr. Price, &c.]3;
and the debates, which the new regulations of com-
merce propofed for America, produced in Parlia-
ment, prove that the matter was known, difcuffed,
and profoundly examined.

The Englifh nation refembled at that time a man
who, coming out of a long delirium (wherein he
had broken every thing that he ought to have held
moft dear), eagerly firives to repair the ravages of
his infanity.

As for us, we have triumphed, and the honour of the
triumph is almoft the only benefit we have reaped.
Tranquil under the fhade of our laurels, we fee with
indifference the relations of commerce which na-
nature has created between us and the United States ;
—whilft, to ufe the language of vulgar policy, the
Englifh, of whom we are jealous as our rivals, whony
we fear as our enemies, ufe the greateft efforts to
make it impoffible for us to. form new connexions

with our new friends.

That the Englith will fucceed, there is no doubt,
if our languor be not foon replaced by aivity ; if
the greateft and moft generous faculties, on our
part, do not fmooth this commerce, new, and con-
fequently eafy to be facilitated : finally, .if our igno-
rance of the ftate. of America be not fpeedily diffi-

pated by the conftant ftudy of her refources of ter-
ritory,
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red in ritory, commerce, finance, &c. and affinities they

Bec.] 5 may have with thofe of their own.

com-

Parlia- Our ignorance! This word will undoubtedly

uffed, fhock,—for we have the pride of an ancient people :
We think we know every thing,—have exhaufted
every thing :—Yes, we have exhaufted every thing ;

¥ man but in what ? In futile {ciences, in frivolous arts, In

:in he modes, in luxury, in the art of pleafing women,

¢ held and the relaxation of morals, We make elegant

ges of courfes of chemiftry, charming experiments, deli-
cibus verfes, ftrangers at home, little informed of
anly thing abroad : this is what we are; that is, we

‘of the know every thing, except that which is proper for us to

eaped. knbw *. |

se with

ch na- It would be opening a vaft field to fhew what is

States proper for us to know, therefore I will not under-

y, the take it. I confine myfelf to a fingle point: 1 fay

whom that it concerns us effentially to have a thorough

orts to knowledge of the ftate of America, and that, never-
1Iexions

* This affertion will perhaps appear fevere and falfe, even to

perforis who think that we excel in phyfics and the exa& fciences.

doubt, But in granting this, is it thefe kinds of fciences to which a man
who refleéts ought at firl to give himfelf up? Does not the
ftudy of his focial and civil ftate more nearly concern him?
on our Ought not this to intereft him more than the number of ftars, or
1d con- the order’of chymical affinities /—It is, however, the fcience of

r igno. which we think thg

rity 5 if

leaft. We are paffionately "fond of poetry :

‘_y diffi- . we difpute ferioufly about mufic ; that is, we have a great confi-
deration for playthings, and make a plaything of our affairs.

B2 thelefs,

of ter-
ritory,



4 INTRODUCTION,

thelefs, we have fcarcely begun the alphabet which
leads to it. What I advance has been faid before by
Mr. Paine, a free American, and who has not a lit-
tle contiibuted, by his patriotic ¥ritings, to {pread,
fupport, and exalt; among his f§low countrymen,
the enthufiafm of liberty. 1 will remark, fays he,
in his judicious letter to the AblL.é Raynal, that I have
not yet feen a defcription, given in Europe, of America,
of which the fidelity can be relied on.

In France, I fay it with forrow, the fcience of
commerce is almoft unknown, becaufe its practice
has long been difhonoured by prejudice ; which
prevents the gentry from thinking of it. This pre-
judice, which is improperly thought indeftruétible,
becaufe the nobility are improperly thought one of
the neceflary elements of a monarchical conftitution ;
this would alone be capableof preventing French
commerce from having aétivity, energy, and dig-
nity, were it not to be hoped, that found philofophy,
in deftroying it infenfibly, would bring men to the
great idea of effimating individuals by their talents, and
not by their birth: without this idea there can be no
great national commerce, but ariftocratical men will
abound ; that is, men incapable of eonceiving any
elevated view; and men contemptible, not in a

ftate to produce them.

Finally, another prejudice, quite as abfurd, which

has been combated a thoufand times, and is always
predominant,
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INTRODUCTION;, §

which predominant in France, withholds from the eyes of

ore by the public precious memoirs, and interefting difcuf-
a lit- fions, which would inform France of her interefts,

pread,

ymen, Who is ignorant that it is to the freedom of de-

Iy's he,- bate and public difcuffion that England owes the
I have fingular profperity which, till lately, has followed
her every where, in commerce, in arts, in manufac-
tures, as well abroad as at home ? a profperity which
fhe may enjoy in fpite of thesfaults of her minifters ;
nce of for none but thefe have ever endangered it : and it is
raltice to the freedomn of debate that (he has often owed her

merica,

which falvation from ruin, Who doubts that this liberty
is pre- would not produce the fame happy eﬁ'c&s_in France;’
¥tible, —that it would not deftroy falfe appearances ;—that

one of it would not prevent the deftructive -enterprizes of

mtién : perfonal intereft ;—that it would not alarm mif-
. ’ .« . .
Féench chievous indulgence, or the coalition of people in
d dig- place with the enemies of the public welfare ? Go-
O - .
sfophy, vernment feems at prefent to do homage to this in-
to the fluence of the freedom of difcuffion. At length,
nts, and it appears to relax of its feverity in the laws of the

1 be no - prefs; it has fuffered fome thack!&s, which reftrain-

ety will ed difcuffion, to be broken, efpecially in political
ng any ‘matters. But how far are we ftill from feeling the
o e happy effects of the liberty of the prefs, rather grant-

ed to public opinion, than encouraged by a real love
of truth,

, which

By what fatality are energetic difcourfes of truth
. always

ineffeual > This ought to be pointed out; go-

minant,
B3 vernment
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vernment itfelf invites us to do it ; the abufes which
render information ufelefs in France, ought to be
laid open.

INTRODUCTION.

It is becaufe the liberty of thinking and writing
on politicaI matters is but of recent date.
o

_Becaufe the liberty of the prefs is environed with
many difgufting circumftances ; and that an honeft
man who difdains libels, but loves' franknefs, is
driven from the prefs by all thofe humiliating for-
malities which fubjec the fruit of his meditation
and refearches to a cenfure neceflarily arifing from
ignorance.

It is becaufe the cenfor, inftituted to check the
elevation of a generous liberty, thinks to flatter au-
thority, by even exceeding the end propofed; fup-
prefies truths, which would frequently have been re-
ceived ; for fear of letting too bold ones efcape,
with which he would have been reproached, multi-
plies objettions, gives birth to fears, magnifies dan-
gers, and thus difcourages the man of probity, who
would have enlightened his fellow citizens; whilft
this cenfor fan&ions fcandalous productions, where-
in reafon is facrificed to farcafms, and fevere mora-

lity to amiable vices *,
It

* We may put in the rank of thefe produétions which difhonour

the cenforfhip, the comedy of Figaro, a fcandalous farce, wherein,
under
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INTRODUCTION. 7

It is becaufe there are but few writers virtuous
enough, fufficiently organifed, or in proper fituations
to combat and furmount thefe obftacles.

Becaufe thefe writers, few in number, have but
little influence ; abufes weakly attacked and f{trong-
ly defended, refift every thing which is oppofed to
them.

Becaufe the neceffity of getting works printed in
foreign prefles, renders the publication difficult ;
but few of them efcape from the hands of greedy
hawkers, who monopolize the fale, to fell at a dearer
price, who poft the myftery, and a falfe rarity, to fell
dear for a lox>ger time,

Becaufe thefe books are wanting in the momeht
when they would excite a happy fermentation, and
direct it properly, in giving true principles,

Becaufe they fall but fucceffively into the hands of

under the appearance of defending morality, it is tarnedinto ridi-
cule; and wherein great truths are difparaged by the contempt-
ible dialogift who prefents them ; wherein the end feems to have
been to parody the greateft writers of the age, in giving their lap<
guage to a rafcally valet, and to encourage oppreflion, in brir;g-
ing the people to laugh at their degradation, and to applaud them-
felves for this mad laughter: finally, in giving, by culpable im

pofture, to the whole nation, that charalter of negligence and

levity which belongs only to her capital.

B4 well-
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8 INTRODUCTION.

«  well-informed men, who are but few in number, in
the fearch of new truths. '

Becaufe the Journalifts, who ought to render them
a public homage, are obliged, through fear, to keep
filence.

Becaufe the general mafs, abandoned to the torrent
of frivolous literature, lofes the pleafure of medita-
tion, and with it the love of profound truths.

Finally, becaufe truth is by this fatal concurrence
of circumftances never fown in a favourable foil,
nor in a proper manner ; that it is often ftifled in its
birch ; and if it furvives all adverfe manceuvres, it
gathers ftrength but flowly, and with difficulty;
confequently its effects are” too circumfcribed for in-
ftru@ion to become popular and national.

Let government remove all thefe obftacles ;- let it
have the courage, or rather the found policy, to ren-
der to the prefs its liberty, and good works, fuch as
are really ufeful, will have more fuccefs ; from which

there will refult much jenefit.

Does it with for an example ? 1 will quote one,
which is recent and well known : the law-fuit of the
monopolifing merchants againft the colonifts of the
fugar iflands. Would not the laft have, according

to cuftom, been crufhed, if the difpute had been
carried
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INTRODUCTION. 9

carried on in obfcu;i’ty? They had the liberty of*
fpeech, of writing, and of printing ; the public voice
was raifed in their favour, truth-was triumphant;
and the wife minifter, who had permitted a public
difcufiion that he might gain information, pro-
nounced for humanity in pronbuncing in their fa-

vour.

Let us hope that this example will be followed ;
that government will more and more perceive :he
immenfe advantages which refult from the liberty of
the pre(s. There is one which, above all others,
ought to induce it to accelérate this liberty, becaufe
it nearly regards the intereft of the prefent moment :
this liberty is a powerful means to. eftablith, fortify,
and mainsain public credit, which is become, more
than ever, neceflary to great nations, fince they
have ftood in need of loans. As long as.the at-
tempts of perfonal intereft are feared by the obfcu-
rity which covers them, public credit is never firmly
eftablifhed, nor does it rife to its true height. It is
no longer calculated upon the intrinfic ftrength of
its refources, but upon the probability, upon the fear
of the diforder, which may c'ghcr divert them from
their real employ, or yender them fterile, The li-
berty of the prefs keeps perfonal intereft too much
in awe not to fetter its meafures ; and then public
credit fupports itfelf if it be eftablithed, is formed if
it be ftill to be conftituted, and fortifies itfelf if it
has been weakened by error. '

Full
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 {o] INTRODUCTION.

Full of thefe ideas, as well as the Jove of my
country, and furmounting the obftacles to the liber-
ty of printing, I have undertaken to throw fome
light upon our commercial affinities with the United
States. This object is of the greateft importance :
the queftion is, to develope the immenfe advantages
which France may reap from the revolution which
the has fo powerfully favoured, and to indicate the
means of extending and confolidating them,

It appears to me that all the importance of this re-
volution has not been perceived ; that it has not been
fufficiently confidered by men of underftanding. Let
it, therefore, be permitted me to confider it at pre-
{ent,

I will not go into a detail of the advantages which
the United States muft reap from the révolution,
which affures them liberty. I will not fpeak of that
regeneration of the phyfical and moral man, which
muft be an infallible confequence of their conftitu-
tions 3 of that perfeion to which free America, left
to its energy, without other bounds but its own fa-
culties, muft one day carry the arrs and fciences.
America enjoys already the right of free debate, and
it cannot be too often repeated, that without this de-
bate, perfeGtion is but a mere chimera., In truth,
almoft every thing is yet to be done in the United
Stdtes, but almoft every thing is there underftood :
the general good is the ‘common end of every indi-
vidual,—this end cherifhed, implanted, fo to fpeak,
by
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INTRODUCTION. 1I

f my by the ¢onftitution in every heart. With this end,
liber- this intelligence, and this liberty, the greateft mira-
fome cles muft be performed.

'nited

ik I will not fpeak of the advantages which all Ame-
itages rica muft one day reap from this revolution ; nor
vhich of the impoffibility that abfurd defpotifm fhould
te the reign for a long time in the neighbourhood of li-
berty.—I will confine myfelf to the eximination of
what advantages Europe, and France in particular,

1is re- may draw from this change.—There are two, which
t been are particularly ftriking : the firft, and greateft of
o Let the revolution, at leaft in the eyes of philofophy, is
t pre- that of its falutary influence on human knowledge,

and on the reform of local prejudices ; for this war
has occafioned difcuffions important to public hap-
which pinefs,—the difcuffion of the focial compat,—of
ution, civil liberty,—of the means which can render a peo-

f that ple independent,—of the circumftances which give
which fan&ion to its infurretion, and make it legal,—
aftitu- and which give this people a place among the powers
a, left of the earth. \

vn fa-
ences. What good has not refulted from the repeated

e, and ' dsfcription of the Englih conftitution, and of its
is de- effects? What good has not refulted from the codes
truth, of Maffachufetts and New York, publithed and
Tnited {pread every where? And Iwhat benefits will they
ftdod : ftill produce ? They will not be wholly taken for
7 indi- a model; but defpotifm will pay a greater refpect,

: either
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a1 INTRODUCTION.

either from neceflity or reafon, to the rights of men, obliged t
which are {o well known and eftablithed. Enlight- regretting
encd by this revolution, the governments of Europe
will be infenfibly obliged to reform their abufes, and Were
to diminifh their burdens, in the juft- apprehenfion vanith at
that-their fubjects, tired of bearing the weight, will CcOmmerc
take fefuge in the afylum offered to them by the This is tl
¥  United States. that on
confeque
This revolution, favourable to the people, which can upon
is preparing in the cabinets of Europe, will be un. work.
doubtedly accelerated; by that which its commerce
will experience, and which we owe to the enfran- In wh:
chifement of America. The war, which procured it when eve
to her, has made known the influence of commerce merce, |
on power, the neceflity of public credit, and confe- The min
quently, of public virtue, without which it cannot nature of
long fubfift : what raifed the Englith to that height At a tir
of power, from)whence, in fpite of the faults of their an antip:
Minifters, Generals, and Negociators, they braved, kept at .
for fo many years, the force of the moft powerful to appro
nations ? Their commerce, and their credit; which, nexions
loaded as they were with an enormous debt, put fhews th:

them in a ftate to ufe all the efforts which nations, menhity

the moft rich by their foil and population, could not time wh

have done in a like cafe. lightenec

vernmen

Thefe are the advantages which France, the world, of i, th

and humanity, owe to the American Revolution ; tunity of
and when we confider them, and add thofe we are kind.

obliged
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INTRODUCTION. 13

obliged to let remain in ebfcurity, we are far from
regretting the expenees they occafioned us.

Were any thing to be regretted, ought not it to
vanifh at the appearance of the new and immenfe
commerce which this revolution opens to the French ?
This is the moft important point at prefent for us,—
that on which we have the leaft information, which
confequently makes it more neceflary to gain all we
can upon the fubject ; and fuch is the object of this
work.

In whatemore favourable moment could it appear,

when every nation is in a ferment to extend its com-
merce, feeks new information and fure principles ?
The mind is inceflantly recalled in this book to the
nature of things, the furft principle of commerce.—
At a time when people, which an ancient rivality,
an antipathy, fo tallcly and unbappily called natural,
kept at a diftance one from the other, are inclined
to approach eagh other, and to extinguifh in the con-
nexions of comynerce the fire of difcord ; this work
fhews that thefe rivalities muft be effaced by the im-
menfity of the carcer which js opened to all.—Ata
time when all the parts of univerfal policy are en-
lightened by the flambeau of philofophy, even in go-
vernments which have hitherto profeffed to be afraid
of it, the author of this work has let flip no oppon-
tunity of attacking falfe notions and abufes of every
kind. ’

Never
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Never was there a moment more favourable for
publithing ufeful truths. Every nation does not
only do homage to commerce, as to the vivifying
fpirit of fociety ; but they employ in the examina-
tion of all thefe connexions and affinities,—that lo-
gic of facts, whofe ufe charaéterizes the end of the
prefent century,—that art truly philofophical, of
confidering objeéts in their nature, and in their ne-
ceflary confequences :—never had well informed
men more contempt for thofe chimerical fyftems
folely founded upon the fancies of pride, upon the
little conceptions of vanity, and upon the prefump-
tion of the falfe political fcience, which has too long
balanced the deftiny of States. Never were fo many
men feer united by the fame defire of an univer(al
peace, and by the conviction of the misfortune and
inutility of hateful rivalities. At length it appears,
that men perceive that the field of induftry is infi-
nite ; that it is open to every ftate, whatever may be
its abfolute or relative pofitions ; that all ftates may
thrive in it, provided that in each of them the {up-
port of individual liberty, and the prefervation of
property, be the principal end of Wgiflation,

This wo':’k ftill concurs with the patriotic views
which the Sovereign of France tanifefts at prefent :
he meditates important reformations. He direts
them towards the happinefs of the people ; and con-
fults the moft refpeftable members of this people,
whom he wifhes to render happy, upon the means_of
infuring
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INTRODUCTION, 1§

infuring the fuccels of his good intentions. There-
fore, could there be a more propitious moment, to
offer to the prefent arbitrators of the national prof-

perity, a work written with deliberation, on the
means of eftablifhing a new commerce with a new

people, who unites to an extenfive {oil, and proper
to nourith an immenfe population, laws which are
the moft favourable to its rapid increafe ?

At fuft I had alone undertaken this work, de-
pending on my own ftrength and laborious refearch-
es: | had colleted all the fats,—all the books,—
all the proofs which could be certain guides to my
fteps ; but [ foon perceived the impoffibility of raif-
ing upon objects of commerce a folid and ufeful
theory, if it were not directed by the fkill which
prattice only can give, and poficfied by a man
whofe judgment had been long exercifed by reflec-
tion, and wlhiofe decided love of truth and the public
welfare, had accuftomed to generalize his ideas. [
found this man, this co operator, of whofe affiftance
I ftood in need, in a republican; to whom I am
united by a fimilarity of ideas, as well as by the moft
tender attachment. I have permiffion to name him,
—he confents to it : 1 have coriquered his modefty
by the confideration of his intereft, and of the law
which the particular circumftances of his fituation
impofes on him: I have perfuaded him, that the
beft means of deftroying calumny was to make
known his principles and opiniens on public matters.

5 It
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It is M. Claviere, a Genevefe, exiled without any
form from his country, by the military ariftocracy ;
which has fubftituted its illegal and deftructive re-
gimen to the reafonable and legitimate influence of
a people, diftinguifhed by their natural good under-
ftanding, their knowledge, and their more fimple .
manners. What was his crime ? That of having
defended the rights of thefe people, with a firmnefs
and ability, which the implacable hatred of his ene-
mies atteft " This part does too much honour to
my friend, not to confine myfelf to defcribe him in
this character, the only one which has ever been

productive of public good.

M. Claviere has, during his abode in France,
given proofs of his knowledge in thephilofophical
and political part of commerce. It ig®o his abode

' among us that the public is indebted for fome ufeful
works on thele abftract matters ; works, as remark-

Y able for their {olidity of principle and truth of dif-

i cuffion, as for the clearnefs and precifion of ideas ;

| : works, whofe fuccefs proves that minds may be led

to the contemplation of \thefe matters, by fubftitut-
ing an exact and clear u}qalylis to the metaphyfical
and obfcure jargon which Yeftrained them from it.

B

Finally, the prefent work will prove at once the
extent of his knowledge, and that of the fincere
philanthropy which animates him, even for the good

of a couniry, where a man lefs generous would fee
' nothing
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INTRODUCTION, 17

nothing, pcrhaps, but the origin and caufe of his
misfortunes. Oh! how happy am I, to have itin
my power to defend my friend againft cowardly ca-
lumniators, in putting him under the fafeguard of
his own talents and virtues ? And is it not a facred
duty for me, as the calumny is public, to publith the
part he has taken in this work, wherein it is impof-
fible not to difcover the honeft man, in the man en-
lightened ? The friend of mankind ‘in the propaga-
tion of the wifeft maxims ? In the thinking philofo-
pher, accuftomed to a fevere logic, to purfue the in-
terefts of public good, whenever the light of truth
can clear up fome of its alpects? This is nota vague
eulogium ; people will be convinced of it in read-
ing the two chapters which concern the principles
of commeérce ; a great number of notes in which he
has had a part, and efpecially the article of tobacco,
which is entirely his own. In general, he will be
known in thofe new confiderations which the com-
mercial man of reflettion only can fuggeft to the
philofophical politician,

The fame motive has guided us both in the com-

_ pofition and publication of this-work. It was the

defire of being ufeful to France, to Free America,
to Humanity ; for nothing which pafies in the United
States, neither ought to, nor can in future, be indif-
ferent to humanity, America has revenged it by
her revolution : the ought to enlighten it by her le-

Vou. 1I. C giflation,
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giflation, apd becomp a perpgtuak leffon to all goe
vernments, as a confolation: to individuals

It rgmains to me now to fpeak of the fources to
which we have had recourfe, in the order of this
work, &c. &c,

We have joined the information of intelligent per-
fons, whofe abode in America has given them an op-
portunity of gaining information, to that with which
the public papers, the actg of Congrefs, of different
legiflatures, and the different works publithed in the
United States, have furnithed us. Therefore credit
may be given to all the facts which we advance.

In affociating our ideas, we have ftriven to ‘give
them an uniformity : we have, above every thing,
endeavoured to exprefs them with that clearnefs
which is fo difficult to introduce into matters of
commerce and finance. The poverty of our lan-
ghage, and the fingularity of new circumftances
which we had to defcribe, has fometimes led us to
what is called neology. We muft create what we
have not, and of which we ftand in need, without
giving ourfelves any trouble about thofe gramma-
rians, but triflingly philofophical, whom Cicero de-
fcribes thus in his time : Controverfles about tvords

. torment thefe little Greeks, more defirous of contention
than of truth®,

® Verbi controverfia torquet Graculos bomines contentionis cupidiores
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INTRODUCTION. 19

We have carefully avoided certa\q words much
ufed in vulgar politics; and” which give and perpes
toate falfe ideas and deceitful fyftems. Such are
thefe expreflions ; powers fill the firff charaler, have
the firl rank, the balance of frade, the political balance
of Europe, &c. Thele words, which ftir up hatred
and jealoufy, are only proper to feed petulant am-
bition, and, if I may ufe the expreffion, to put the
policy of difturbance in the place of that happinefs.
Minifters, wearied of thefe words and ideas, will at-
tach a greater price to real glory,—that of making

the people happy.

Many notes will be found in this work; we
thought it neceflary to give this form to all the ideas,
which, thrown into the text, might have obfcured
the principal one.

A note relaxes the mind, in fulpending the chain
of the principal thoughts it excites' curiofity, in an-
nouncing a new point of view ; it forces the reader
to a certain degree of attention, in obliging him to
attach the note to the text, to reap any advantage
from his reading.

We have in thefe notes indicated, as often as it
has been poffible, the ideas of reform which may be
ufeful to France. We have frequently quoted the
Englith nation and government. Let not our readers
be furprifed atit, It is this nation which has made
moft progrefs in the prattice of fome good principles

C 2 of
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of political economy. To what nation in Europe
can we better compare France? If a rivality ought
to exilt between them, is it not in that which is
good ? Ought not we from that moment to know all
the good meafures taken in England ?  Ought peo-
ple to be difpleafed with us. for mentioning thefe
meafures ? The example of thole who have already
quoted England has encouraged us. They have na-
turalized in France, happy inftitutions, imitated

from her rival.

If our criticifm appears fometimes roughly expreff-
ed, our readers will be fo good as to confider, that
friends to public welfare can but with difhculty re-
frain' from being moved by the afpe&t of certain
abufes, and from fufféring the fentiment of indigna-
tion which it excites in them to break forth.

Notwithftanding the numerous precautions we
have taken to come at truth ; notwithftanding the
extreme attention Mave given to this work, errors
will undoubtedly be found in fome of the ftate-
ments, and perhaps in the reafonings. Whether
they be publiély difcufled, or that we are privately
informed of them, we fhall fee thefe refutations
with pleafure;; we fhall joyfully receive thele obfer-
vations, and if they be well founded, we fhall be
eager to retratt. . This is but a fimple eflay on an
important fubje@. It may become a good work by
the aid of a concourfe of lights,

Paris, ‘April 1, 1787,
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COMMERCE, &c

CHAB.

OF "EXTERNAL COMMERCE; THE CIRCUM-
STANCES WHICH LEAD TO IT, AND THE
MEANS OF ASSURING IT TO A NATION,

reff-

that

y re-

’_"ai" OMMERCE fignifies an exchange of

e : dutions, either by barter, or by rep

fentative figns of their value.
External €ommerce is that carried on between

s we
g the two or more nations. It fuppofes in them mu-

errors tual wants, and a furplus of productions cor-
ftate- refpondent thereto.

wether Nations, which nature or the force of things
"ﬂf€1y invites to a commercial intercourfe, are thofe
ations

which have that correfpondence of wants, and
{urplus of productions.

This familiarity enables them to trade toge-
ther, dire&tly or indire&ly ; a diret commerce
1s that which exifts between two nations, with-
out the intervention of a third.

C
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Commerce is indire& when one nation trades
with another by way of a third. This is the
cafe of ftates which have no fea-ports, and yct
wifh to exchange their produttions for thofe of
the Indies.

That nation, which having it in its power,to
carry on a dire@" commerce with another, yet
makes ufe of an intermediate one, is necefla-
rily obliged to divide its profits. However,
this difadvantage may fometimes be compen-
fated by other confiderations.

Such, for| inftance, is thé cafe of a nation
which, in want of hufbandmen and manufac«
turers, prefers that firangers fhould themficlves
come in {earch of its fuperfluities, and bring in
exchange thofe of others: its wants of popu-
lation impofes this law, and whilft thefe confi-
derations exift, it 1s both morally and phyfically
better, that its inhabitants fhould be employed
in cultivation, than become carriers of their own
national produétions, or of thofe of others.

It is impoffible that nations which already
have communications with each other, fhould
be ignorant of their mutual productions. Hence
arifes the defire of acquiring them in thofe

wheresthey do not exift. Hence dire& or in-
dire&t commerce, which is confequently the

inevitable refult of the ftate of things.
' From
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From the fame principle, it is the intereft of
each nation to render its exterior commerce di-
reét as foon as pofiible, without doing an injury

s of to its interior trade.
Direct importations, not being fubject to the
rto expences and commiffions of agents, procure
things at a cheaper rate.
fla- A moderate price is the fureft means of ob-
ver, taining an exterior commerce, the beft reafon

en= for preference and the guarantec of its centi-

nuation ¥,

The

ition

ifac- * It is vulgarly faid that a thing is dear when once it is

2lves above the accuftomed price ; and it is efteemed cheap the mo-
1g n ment that price is diminifthed.
By this it feems that the dearnefs of a thing is the compari-

nopu-
P fon of its ftated, with its ufual price. The laft is determined
P

onfi- by five principal circumftances. 1ft. The coft of the raw ma-

cally terial, 2d. Thhat of the workmanthip. 3d. The want the con-
loyed fumer has of the thing. 4th. The means he has of paying for
own it. sth. T'he proportion of its quantity with the demand there,
is for it.  Thefe circumftances increafe or diminith the profit
‘ of the feller ; fometimes indeed they may prevent him frem
_rcady gaining at all. Circumftances which influence the moft are
hould fearcity and abundance, expreflions by which the proportion
{ence between the want amd the quantity of productions are defig,
thofe : nated,
If there be a furplus of them, they are naturally {old at a low

* 1n- " : . : .
o1 price. Whence it appears, that nations having great quanti-

[y the ties of raw materials, various manufactures and a numerous
population, are more particularly invited to an exterior and

From ' Cy continued
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The country which can produce and fell a
thing at the cheapeft rate, is that which unites
the favourable advantages of that prodution,
whether it be with refpeét to its quality, ma-
nufalture, or its low rate of carriage.

The advantages which render commodities
and raw materialsicheap, are a fertile foil, eafy
of cultivation, climate favourable to the produc-
tion, a government. which encourages induftry,
and facilitates carriage by the conftruction of
public roads and navigable canals: finally, a
population not too numerous relative to the ex-
tent of country which offers itfelf to be
cultivated *,

\ The

L §

continued commerce, becaufe they have it in their power to
carry it on upon better terms.

An article may be fold at a low price, and enrich him who
furnifhes it ; as it may be fold dear, and ruin the feller. This
depends upon the relation there is between its value and the
means of its produ&tion. Every nation difpofed to exterior
commerce in whatfoever article it may be, ought therefore to

.confider two things, the price at which it can afford fuch an
article, and that at which it is fold by rival nations : if it can-

not equal the laft, it ought to abandon that part of its trade.

* The fituation of the United States proves the laft affer-
tion, which may at firft fight appear paradoxical ; things are
cheap there, becaufe population is not in proportion to the ex»
tent of lands to be cultivated. In a good foil, a man may, by

his labour, eafily fupply the confumption of ten men, or even
' more.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 25

The fame circumftances are ftill more. fa-
vourable to the manufacture of things common,
fimple, or little charged with fafhion, if the
raw material be a natural production of the
country, in plenty, and eafy to be worked up;
becaufe thefe manufaltures require but few
hands, or are carried on at that leifure which
agriculture affords. Nothing can equal "the
cheapnefs of this workmanthip, and in general
no induftry is more lucrative, or better {fupport-
ed on eafy térms, than that which is employed
in the intervals.of repofe from cultivation; in
that cafe cheapnefs is neither the produé nor
the fign of mifery in the manufalturer: it.is,
on the contrary, the proof and confequence of
his eafy circumftances *.

The moft neceflary conditions for manufac-
turing, at a cheap rate, articles complicated, or
extremely fine and perfe, or which require the

more. Thefe ten men may therefore be employed for exte.
rior conflumption.

* Switzerland, and certain parts of Germany, offer a ftrik-
ing example of this fact. Merchandife is fabricated there, at
a lower rate than in any other country of Europe, by means of
this employment of leifure hours, and is capable of being tranf-
ported to diftant countries, without lofing its original advan.
tage; even acrofs great ftates, where nature, left to her

own energy, would be fill more favourable to the fame manu-
fattures,

union

= e e

s
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union of f{everal kinds of workmanthip, ate a
conftant and afliduous application, and a nu-
merous population ; one half of which muft be
at a diftance from the labours of the field, and
applied to manufaéture alone.

Thefe manufattures ought, according to
natural order, to be the productions of an excefs
of population only, which cannot give its in-
duftry to agriculture or fimple manufactures ;

butin general they are the refult of the gather-

g together of the poor and wretched in great
cities *.

-

Thefe

* Thele manufaltures are crowded with individuals, who
having no property, or hope of conftant employ in the country,
or who are reduced by the allurements of gain and luxury, run
into cities, and foon become obliged to fell their induftry at a
mean price, proportioned to the number of thofe who are in
want of employ. When cheapnefs of workmagthip comes
from this affliGting concurrence of the want of "\!x‘:y in men
without employ, it is not a fign of profperity. On the con-
trary, it is the refult and proof of a bad focial organization, of
too unequal a divifion of property, and confequently of an un-
juft diftribution of neceflary employments, which compels in-
duftry to change, from the fabrication of what is neceffary and
ufeful, to that which is fantaftic, forced,and pernicious. Hence
it follows that wretchednefs in any country is in proportion to
this cheapnefs of workmanthip.

It is equally evident from thefe reafonings, that new
and well conftituted ftates ought not to defire manufadures

produced
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Thefe manufa&ures cannot furnith their pro-
du&ions but with difficulty and uncertainty for
exterior commerce, when they are eftablithed
and fupported merely by forced means, fuch as
prohibitions, exclufive privileges, &c. by which
natural obftacles, not to be deftroyed, are pre-
tended to be combated. Countries exempt
from them prevail in the end, and obtain a
preference.

It fometimes happens, that obftacles caufed
to manfactures by dearnefs of provifions, bur-
thenfome impolts, diftance from the raw mate-
rial, and unfkilfulnefs, or f{mall number of
hands, are furmounted by ingenuity, or the ufe
of machines; which make the work of one
man equal to that of many, and render a manu-
faCture capable of fupporting the commetce of
populous countries, where fuch manceuvres and
machines are not made ufe of, or known.

But thefe means are precarious, and fooner

o

produced by things fo badly ar}\nged: they ought not to be
anxious about them till the rate of population and excefs of
ufeful labour naturally incline induftry to apply itfelf to im-
prove and carry them on. Thefe reafonings againft low
priced workmanthip do not hinder us from agreeing, that
there is a real advantage in the means of exterior commeree ;
and that in the actual ftate of things manufaluring and com-
mercial nations may perhaps be obliged to feck for it, although
it does pot compenfate the interior evil by which it is produced.

or
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or later give way to a more happy fituation,
where climate, foil, and government efpecially,
concur in favouring, without effort, all the ac-
tivity and induftry of which men are {ufcept-
ible *.

Thus, in the final analyfis, the power of fur-
nithing at a low price belongs inconteftably to
countries fo favoured, and théy will obtain in
all markets a fure preference to thofe to which
nature has been lefs kind, let their induftry be
ever {o great, becaufe the fame induftry may
always be added to natural advantages.

Exterior commerce, more than any other, 1s
intimidated by fhackles, cuftoms, vifits, chica-
neries, and procefles ; by the manner of decid-
ing them, and the folicitations and delays they
bring on. -

The ftate which would favour fuch a com-
merce fhould, in the firft place, deftroy all thefe
obftacles. It is more to its intereft {o to do, as
from exterior commerce refults an augmentas
tion of the national revenue.

All things equal, relative to the price of mer-

* Favouring, in political economy, fignifies, for the moft part,
not to fhackle induftry with too many regulations; however
favourable certain of thefe may be, they reftrain it in fome re-
fpe& or other.. Trade is never better encouraged than when

left to itfelf. .
chandxfc,

~N o~

— Sam bt et s
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chandife, and to the facilities with which dire&
exterior commerce can be carried on, it is more
readily eftablithed between two nations which
have a fimilary of political and religious princi-
ples *, manners, cuftoms, and efpecially of lan=
guage : thefe decifive means of connexion can-
not be combated but by evident advantages from
WW there refults lefs expence and more pro-

Commercial people generally place profit
at the head of every thing.

Nations not having thefe affinities between
them, ought, in order to compenfate for their
deﬁéiency, to give great encouragements, and
tolerate to the utmoft degree the religious and
political opinions of ftrangers, as well as théir
manners and cuftoms.

To obtain the preference in exterior com-
merce, neither treaties, regulations, nor force
muft be depended upon. Force has but a mo-

* Religious confiderations had formerly a confiderable influ-
ence on civiliféd men, and on conmerce. The Catholic fled
from the Proteftant, the Puritan fufpe@ed the Quaker. A re-
ciprocal hatred reigned between the fects. To day, mankind
being more enlightened, all fets conne@ed by commerce, and
experience having thewn that probity has almoft always been

- independent of religion, it is no more required to know whe-
ther a man goes to the temple, or to confeflion—It is afked if
he fulfils his engagements with honour. Yet this relation muft
ftill be counted among commercial connexions.

mentary
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mentary effet. It deftroys even that which it
means to proteét. Treaties and regulations are
ufelefs if the interefts of two nations do not in-
vite them to a mutual intercourfe. They are
ineffe@tual if that attraion does not exift.

Treaties, regulations, force, all yield to the im-
pulfe or nature of things*. . ! !
T'his force of things in commerce, is but the
refult of thed circumftances in which two na-
tionffare which attra® one towards the other,
and oblige them to enter into an alliance, rather

* Furce of things. 'The political law which governs all, in
politics as in phyfics. There is a general force whofe ac-
tion is manifeft, which, in fpite of wars, treaties, and the ma-
neeuvres of cabinets, governs all events, and carries away men
and nations in its courfe. It is this force of things which
overturned the Romai empire, when it flood upon a bafis dif-
proportioned to its mafs ; which inthe 14th century took from
the Englith one half of France, and in the 18th, has taken
from them half of the new world ;—which delivered Holland
from the yoke of Spain, and Sweden from that of Denmark.
It is gpis force which deftroyed the proje@s of fuch conquer-

Charlemagne, Zengis, and Nadir. They ran from
place to place; they deftroyed mankind to build empires;
‘Thefe empires died with them. - This for¢e aéts upon com-
merce as upon revolutions. It is that which, by the difcovery
of the Capes of Good Hope, bereaved the Venetians of their
thade ta the Indies, ‘and made it pafs over fucceflively to the
Portuguefe; the Dutch, the Englith, and the French. Finally,
it is the force of things which will decide the great queftion
of the commerce of America.

3 than
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than with any ether nation. Thefe terminate
in their mutual interefk : it is therefore necef~
fary, in order to create a perpetual commerce
between two Countries,, to give each of ‘them a
preponderating intereft {o to do.

/

CH-M:P 1K

OF EXTERNAL COMMERCE, CONSIDERED IN
.ITS MEANS OF EXCHANGEy, AND ITS BA-
LANCE.,

E are deceived in believing that coma

merce cannot be eftablithed between

two nations without gold or filver to balance

their accounts. It will ‘be interefting to enter

into fome detail on this head, on account of the

deficiency of coin in the United States, and the

neceffity of reducing themfelves to the com-

merce of exchange, being the two principal ob-

jections ignorantly brought againft a trade with
them *. :

It

* The fcarcity of money in the United States of America
has been greatly exaggerated in France. It muft be fearce in
all new ftates, where nothing thackles induftry; where fo many

things '
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It has been frequently afferted that the ba-
lance will be againft them ; that they can only
offer an exchange in merchandife. It is there-

fore neceflary to prove that thi$ great word, ba-

lance, is infignificant ; that a great commerce
may be carried on without money, and that one
of exchange is the moft advantageous of any.
When a nation pays with money the whole,
or the balance of its importations, it is faid the
balance of trade is againft it, by which a difad-
vantageous idea of its pofition is meant to be
given. ‘This is a prejudice eafy to be overturn-

things are to be created, and where, in every qiiirter, there are
fuch quantities of lands to be cleared. In order that money
fhould be plenty in this ftate of creation, mines would be ne-
ceflary ;- and at the fame time a want of hands, and induftry
clogged with impediments, circumftances much more unfa-
vourable to foreign commerce than the fcarcity of money in
an aive and induftrious country. Ope fat feems to prove
to us, that in independent America, money is found in the moft
defirable proportion to population, at leaft by taking Europe
* for the term of comparifon. Contraéls efteemed good, and
~ of which the intereft is regularly paid, are fold there at the
rate of fix per cent. per annum. Yet the clearing of lands
muft produce a much greater benefit; why then is not all' the
money {wallowed up ? why remains there enough of it to fulfil
thefe contralts, ‘which produce no more than five or fix per
cent? Is it not becaufe money is not fo {carce there as people
in France imagine }—~where the actual ftate of the Ameri-
cans is confounded with the diftrefs in which they were when
they combated for their liberty.

5 ed,
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ed, although entertained- by men celebrated for
their knowledge.

In effe&, whence comes to this country the
gold it pays ! Itus either from its mines, and in
that cafe it pays with one of its own produtions;
or it owes it to artificers who exercife their func-
tions in a foreign country, and even then it pays
with a produéion which originates within its
domintoris. . As long as a ration pays another,
dire&ly or indiretly, with its own productions,
its pofition cannot be difadvantageous; There-
fore; the unfavourable word balance, thus at- -
tached to_the balance of an account paid in
money, offérs no exa@ and nice idea of the
favourable or unfavourable ftate of a nation:

Gold is alfo a merchandife, and it may be
convenient to one nation, aceording to its rela-
tions or connexions with another; to pay with
money; without its baving, for that reafon, an
unfavourable balarice againft it

Thiere is but one cafe wherein the balance
agdinft aynation can be declared ; it-is, that

~when having exhaufted its money and treafures,
it remains debtor to another mation. But things

could not remain long in thig flate§ fo wretch-

ed a foil, unequal to the confumptioniand ex-

change of its inhabitants, would foon be aban=

/dohed ; this, however, cannot happen. rﬁpq-
Vour. 1L D tation
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tation prefently becomes in proportion to expor=
tation ; an equilibrium is eftablithed, and the
pretended unfavourable balance has not duration
enough to give a right of {uppofing even its ex-
1ﬁencc.

There is as little truth and juftice in fayiug a
natjon-tras the balance of trade in its favour,
when it receives in money balances due to it
‘upen the amount of its exportations. . This ba-
lance, exifting for a certain time, would heap up
fpecie in the country, and at length render it
very tiferable. This has never been the cafe,
yet it would have happened if this gﬂem had.
the leaft foundation, .- %

The circulation of money depends on too
many caufes, to deduce from its abundance a
certain fign of a favourable commercial balance 3
a thoufand combinations and events, which have
no relation to that balance, draw money from
abread or fend it there ; and inv general, conti-
nued and various motions of commerce, the ta-
bles of exportation and importation, according
to which the fign of a favourable or unfavour-
able balance is regulated, are too uncertain and
defeftive forithe purpofe, as well as for forming
?*}\l_dgment of the quantities of coin or riches of

By AP
7 L

“"® 1 will give a firiking example of the deficiency of thefe
calculations,
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et the tables for comparing the exportation
and importation of raw materials, and of manu-
faCured articles, be encreafed to what they may ;
e ‘ | let

calculations, of the eftimation of a balance of trade and of the
quantity of money, ‘This example will. prove that political

calculators. negledt, or are ignorant of foreign events which
overturn their calculations.

M. Negkar wifhed to inform hisfelf (Chap, IX. Vol. 3d,
of his Treatife on the Adminiftration; of Finance) what was
the fym brought to and preferved in Europe from 1763 to
1777. He eftimates it at one thoufand eight hundred and fifty
millions of livres, according to the regifter of Lifbon and Ca-
diz, comprehending that even which entered by contraband,
and he values at 300 millions of livres. that. which went out
of Europe during the fame iterval. .

It will -only be peceflary to quote two o three authenticated
falls, to provc the infufficiency of this calculation founded upon
the regifters of Cuftom-houfes.

In ftating the fum of money entered into Europe, it does

- not appear that M. Nackas, takes account of the gold and fil-
ver, which the conqueft and pofleion of Bcngal by the Eng-
lith, and their eftablifiments in the Eaft-Indies, have caufed
to pafs into this quarter of the . world. But according to the
calculation of the fecret committee, appointed by the Parlia-
ment of England, to examine the ftate of Englith poffeflions
in India, the fums drawn fcom Bengal from 1757 to 1- 71y
amount to 751,500,000 livres«, To what will jt amount, if

* The detail of this calculation is given in The Defcription
of the Indies, Vol. I, page 249. It is neceffary to tak:
tice here of an error crept inte that work, which ng ‘I‘:t

the fum total is there given in pounds fterling, inftead of livres
tournois,

Da thcrc'
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let the greateft care and fidelity be employed to
render them perfe@; the refult will never be
more certainor decifive ; for as' long as prohibi-

tory

there be added ‘to it thofe drawn from the Carnatic and from
Oude, of which the Nabobs have the thadow only of the pro-
perty, from the revenue of the northéfn Cirears, from the theft
committed on the Emperor of Mogul, from 1771 to the prefent
day, of his twerity-fix millions, from the perpetual increafe of
territories and revenues, from the fale made in 17773 of the

“ Rohillas to the Nabob of Oude, which produced to the ‘Egglith
upwards of fifty millions®,

‘Finally; what will be the amount, if there be added to it'the
enotthous fums exported from the Indies by individuals, who’
have there enriched themfelves? The fortune of Lord Clive
was beyond calculation ; that of Mr. Haftings, againft whom'
a profecution is now carrying of, is calculated at thirty of for-
ty millions, Another Governor has, aceording to feveral
well-founded réports, recently paid upwards of éwo\'nilliom of
livres to filence his aceufers, It is true that a part of théfc
immenfe riches have been employed to defray the expences
incurred by the Englifh in guarding theirpoffeflions in India j -
that a tore confiderable one has been Mt into Europe undér
the forni of merchandize+ but it cannot 'be denied that a third
part ‘has been brought in gold and filver to our continent,
What is the amount of it? This is impoffible to ftate. But
whatevér it may be; it renders the caleulation of Mr. Neckar
doubtful —Let the inexhauftible riches of the Indies be judged
of by one fadt, and confequently the immenfe fource from

# See Mackintofh’s Voyage to the Eaft-Indies, Vol. 1. page
340 .
which
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tory laws, which are always accompanied by il-
licit commerce, fhall exift, it will be impoffible

.
which the Eyropeans have drawn them, and by another ‘con-
fequence, the money which muft have come into Europe.
Nadir Schab, who conquered Delly in 1740, took from ladia
about forty millions fterlings. This money was circulated in
Perfia, and as that unhappy ftate is torn by defpotifm and con-
tinual wars ¢, produces but little, manufadures nothing, and
is confequently debtor to exterior commerce, which comes al-
moft entirely into Europe, it follows that two-thiids of the
fums ftolen from India by the freebooter Nadir, have pafled
over to the fame quarter.. Thefe events, unnoticed by po)m-
cal calculators, have certainly had great and univerfal influ ce
upon the flu@uation and circulation of money. ‘That whikh
makes it fuppofed that no metals come from India, is the opi-
nion that their importation is difadvantageous. But have the
freebooters who have pillaged that country far the laft thirty
years calculated this difadvantage? They firive to fecure
their thefts, and do not fpeculate Jike merchants : bulky mec-
chandize would betray them,

With refpe to the flated fums of money which pafls from
Europe to India, there is the fame defe in the calculations of
Mr. Neckar. He ukes no notice of the events which obliged
the Englith to remit confiderable fums to India : for inftance,
the two wars againt the Mamms were prodigioufly expen-
five, that againft Hyder A'ly in |76:; was not lefs fo. = Adin-
gle conflagration at Calcutta colt nearly twenty-four millions
of livres, which it was neceflary to replace, yet thefe fums are
far from balancing thofe which are exported from Indja, .

¢ §ce Mackintofh’s Voyagas, Vol. I, page 341.
4 See Mr., \ apper’s Voyagg:’ at the end %??htt of Mnckiﬂ-
mﬂl, Vol. 1L page 454. _,
D3 to
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to Khow and ftate exa@ly what comes ‘in and
goes out ™ ; and'if there be a country where no
fuch Jaws exift t, are exact reg fters of the ex-
portsand imports to be found in it? And if
they were, - wonld it not be a conftraint which
the private interefts of merchants would fre-
guently oblige them to avoid ?

. Moreover, does it appear that, in thefe gene-
ral balances, which are fuppofed to be paid in
. money, notice is taken of the operation of bank-

ers, foteign government, and thofe who go

abroad,’in exporting the public fpecie . Know-
ledge

® This is a ftrong objetion made by the adverfaries of
Lord Sheffield, to which his Lord(hip has not {atisfatorily re-
plied,

Nothing can be more impofing than the tables of unporta-
tion and exportation, and of the balance of trade in Great-
Britain, publifhed by Sir Charles Whitworth. Yet fee with
‘what facility the Count de Mirabeau reduces to twenty mil-
lions of livres tournois, the ninety millions which Sir Charles
-Whitworth eftimates to be the apnual balance ot Englifh com-
marce ; and trufk after this to cuffom-houfe calculations. —See
Confiderations on the Qrder of Cincinnatus, in this yolume.
% 4 Such a country does exift. ‘There are many States
among the new Republics of America, which regifter veflels
as they enter, becaufe dutics are pud on xmpomtnon; but
‘there are nane oQ eXportation. A

$ It is very probable thereare a nunblr ofpamcdw cdufes

which
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ledge is deceitful which is acquired from fuch
confequences,

But how appreciate—how eftimate the in-
creafe of the riches and commerce of a nation ?
—By its population. If this fenfibly augments,
if eafe and the conyeniencies of life become
more general, if the caufes of indigence in an
increafing people be feen to diminifh, or are
confined to inability to work, occafioned by ac-
cidental illneffes ; it is evident, that the reve-
nues of that nation exceed its expences, and
that the balance of trade is g its favour ; for if
the value of its exportation were inferior to that

which infenfibly diminith the quantity of coin in thofe nations
which have the balance of trade conftantly in their favour,
Were no fuch caufes to exift, the confequence will be that
fuch nations would be obliged to bury their gold and filver in
the earth, to prevent its falling into difufe; yet neither of
thefe cafes happen, Therefore money neceflarily pafles from
fuch countries to others,

M, Cafaux has proved this to be true, with refpe& to Eng-
land, in his Confiderations on the Mechanifm of Srciety. He
there explains, that if the calculations of Sir Charles Whit-
worth be true, England ought to poffe(s at this moment about
four hundred thoufand millions of livres in gold and filver, as
the fole balance of her commerce from 1700 to 1775, Yet
it is certain that fhe is far from having that enormous fum,
She has not even a fum in proportion to her population and
contingencies, She fupplies that deficigncy by an immenie
circulation of her bank-paper.

Dy of
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of its importation,("a confiderable debt and im-
poverithment would foon be the confequences :
and impovcrifhmcnt falls immediately upon po-
pulatxon It is therefore by rational and well
compofed tables upon this fubje& only, that a
minifter of found judgment, profound and ex-
tended in his plans, will be prevailed upon to
govern himfelf. It is by them he will judge of
the increafe and advantages of exterior com-
merce, as well as of national riches.

He will be very cautious of decorating with
this'title the amaffing of gold and filver, and
equally fo of making it the-token of riches,
or of judging of their extent by the quantity of
thofe metals. All fuch ideas are fordid, danger-

~ous, and. falfe ; fordid,” becaufe they attach to
this fign the reprefentation of prodactions, and
confequently the extenfion of commerce ; dan-
gerous, becaufe they accuftom men to look
upon gold as real riches, to neglett the thing
for its thadow *, and make them ftrangers to

( their
J

v

* Could gold and filver be preferved from adultcrmon and
the attempts of tyranny and ignorance, they would have. a
much better title to be confidered as real riches. Gold being
an univerfal agent, he who poffefies it may emigrate to where-
ever he pleafes, and take his gold with him. This metal is
therefore every, thing, with nations unhappy enough to make

arbitrary
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‘their country; falfe, becaufe that difplay of
figures announces the quantity only of money
which continually difappears ; and: which,
when carried to a certain degree, is of no far-
~ ther confideration *, .

Enquiries
/

arbitrary excéptions to general maxims, upon which public
credit is founded. But how dearly do they pay for their igno-
rance of the advantages of public credit! How dearly do go-
vernments themfelves pay for their errors and outrages! All
their meafures are forced—nature is liberal in vain ; inceflant-
ly einployed in repairing evils which continually prefent them-
felves, fhe has not time enough allowed her to add to our hap-
pinefs. 'When it was faid that money had no particular coun-
try, governments were emphatically told, that it was neceffary
to do without great quantities of it: it will never be rejeted
till the ineftimable advantages refulting from a refpe& for pub-
lic credit fhall be properly known. The lefs individuals love
and heap up money, the richer, more enlightened, and better
governed will a nation be. To be attached to money, to hoard

\ it up, isa fign of an alarming crifis, of a deficiency of judg- ’

ment and faith in adminiftration ; from whence comes the
proof of what has been faid in the text, that ¢a writer who ex- |
tols gold as a fign ‘of riches, and recommends it to his fellow /
citizens, is decejved, or has a bad idea of their fituation.’ ' |
the Jaft cafe he would do much better, if, inftead of prcichiffg'
this pernicious doQrine, he encouraged government to give
an immoveable: ftability to national credit.

* It has not yet been remarked, that thoufands of milliens is
a vague e;:preﬁion, and does not furnith a complete idea, The
‘imgimM cannot exaltly conceive for fuch a fum an employ
which would ferve as the meafure of its power and effeét. It

is
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Enquiries on the quantity of coin are like
thofe on the balance of trade. To eftablith both
one and the other with fome degree of certain-
ty, it is neceflary to affemble notions and de-
tails, of which the elementary principles va-
nifh, or inceflantly vary ¥,

. Thc

is known what could be done with twenty or an hundred mil-
Jions of mien, but it is not known what could be effe@ed with
an hundred thoufand millions of crowns ; yet they are heaped
upon paper to give an idea of power,

* In general, the mafs of gold or filver is divided into three
principal parts.—The firft under the form of money, ferves
for daily and unavoidable expences. ' Each individual, as foon
as he is charged with the fupport of himfelf and family, muft
have at leaft fome picces of money for daily exigencies, and the
pbyment of impofts. To this muft be added that fum which
is referved for cafvalties.—This cultom is more or lefs obferv-
ed inall countries, in proportion to the probability of difattrous
events, [t is impoffible to calculate this firft part—It is how-
ever evident, that it ought to be in proportion to the popula-
tion, and to incveale with it ; and that a decreafe of popula-
tion would foon take place, were many individuals totally de,
prived of a pecuniary contingency fufficient to procure them
fuch neceffaries as cannot be difpenfed with, and which they
neither make nor receive themfelves. It appears alfo, that
this part of the coin remains in the country by reafon of its
continued application in little fums to daily wants, and of
the abfolute ftagnation of that which is 12id up in referve.

The fecond part is deftined, under the fame form, to the
great operations of commerce, It is equally impaffible to fix
its quantity, on account of an infinity of combinations which

' ' ' continually
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The proceedings in the adminiftration of fi-
mances ‘are more. ufeful and certain ; by laying
afide the pomp of falfe riches, and by confider-

ing gold and fiver in a point of view relative to
their

continually change and caufe thefe metals go pafs from one
country to another, Daily charges, caftoms, &c. retain a part;
but thefe objeéts belopg equally to our firft divifion.

The third part comtains uncoined gold and filver, under
whatever form they may have ; it is, like the fecond, fubje&t to
numbers of continual variations, which leave*no fatisfalory
means of determining its E\nntity.

To pretend to afcertain the quantity in the mafs, by pay-
ments of uncertain commercial balances, and by the addition
of fpecie produced from mints fince a new coinage has taken
place, is not a more certain means, becaufe it would be equal-
ly neceffary to obferve the continual a&ion of commerce upon
thefe metals, under all their forms, and of the combinations it

produces, which fucceffively arife from one another. In thys
eftimating money it is forgotten, that it is an univerfal agent,
which, by that charafter alone, muft neceflarily change its fitu-
ation perpetually ; fince commerce has produced an affinity
among men, by wants, which they have created to themfelves,
of their teciprocal produ&ions. 1t is equally unoblerved, that
different circumftances reduce gold to the flate of an inget ;
that confequently the fame piece may pafs feveral times under
the die in the courfe of a certain number of years.  This is a
refle@ion which M. Neckar feems not to have made when he
ftated the money exifting in Francg at fo confiderable a fam, It
will be known when the recoinage of the old Louis is finifhed,
what we to think of his calculations, But the fum is far
fhort of 957 millions, as eftimated by that minifter. It is more *

P ‘
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their particular ‘properties. They fupply our
wants as means of exchange only ; they are
notes to the bearer, which having every where
the fame value, are every where negociable.
Thus they are ambulatory ; they pafs, repafs,
are accumulated or difperfed like the waves of
the fea, continually agitated by fucceflive winds
blowing from every point of the compafs. = To
undertake to make them ftationary, would be
ftriving to change their nature, to deprive them
of that property from which they derive their
value : this ridiculous enterprife is, notwith-
ftanding, a confequence of the {yftem which
‘caufes them to be looked upon as real treafures.
Their difappearance -is dreaded, and yet their
circulation is clogged, and the mind lofes fight
of the ufe of the moft fimple and univerfal
"means of creating real riches, without which
metals would be ufelefs, and confcqucntly of no
value.

On the contrary, difdaining vulgar opinions,
and feeing -nothing in gold and filver but the
means of exchange, but proper agents to faci-

than probable, thatiit will never amount to more than two thirds

of it.
At this moment, fourteen months after the arret for a new

comagc, it amounts to no more than 550 mxlho’ and every
dung indicates a rapid decline, .
litate
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litate it 3 the mind, freed from the fear of the
want of them as riches, conceives the idea of do-
ing-without them as agents, at leaft about man’s
pcrfon *, What a vaft field is this opened to in-
duftry! Thefe metals are in that cafe referved for
the beft ufes to which nations who obtain them
from abroad can put them to. They are fent
out to-feek materials for induftry, new commo-
dities, and efpecially increafe the number of ci-

@ It is aftonithing, that among fo many travellers why have
gone over the United States of America, not one of -them has
given a detail of the manner of exchanging feveral neceflaries
of Jife; they are reciprocal'y furnifhed in the country with
what they are in want of, without the interference of money.
The taylor, thoe-maker, &c, exercife their profeffions in the
houfe of the hufbandman who has occafion for their commo-
dities, and who, for the moft part, furnifaes materials, and
pays for the workmanthip in provifions, &c.—This kind of
exchange extends to many objeéts ; edth of thefe people write
down what they receive and give, and at the end of the year
they clofe an account confifting of an infinity of articles, with
a very fmall fum; this could not be effefted in Europe but
with a great deal of money. Thus it appears, that an eafy
means of doing without great fums of money is given to
country people by inftru&ing them in writing and arithmetic ;
that confequently the fovereign who fhould eftablith fchools
for the purpofe of teaching this moft neceflary art and fcience,
- would create a confiderable means of circulation without the
ufe of coiny and that this expence, 'which feems to alarm -fo
many gaverfinents, is in fac one of the moft' lucrative fpecu-
Jations which the treafury could make.

tizens ;
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tizens; of eévery fpecies of riches this ‘is the
moft fure and fruitful. ~ Thus when gold is re-
duced’ to its exalt value, that its real ufe is
known, the advantageous purpofes to which it
is proper, are more juftly calculated. It is then
perccxved that paper credit may have the fame
properties 49 gold itfelf ; and to'fucteed in giv-
ing them to it, nothing more is neceffary than
to preferve the moft inviolable refped for the
principles which fupport public confidence ; for
upon what bafis refts the value and general ufe
of money, if it be not ‘upon thc certitude that
it will be received vy where in paymcnt for
things which men’s wants may require, be<
caufe of its conventional value'? why fhould a
paper which prefentsthe fame conventional va-
lue, the fame certitude and folidity, be refufed
in payment? I will add more—A more folid
bafis than gold and filver has, may be given to
paper money * : for we have no guarantee that
the value of thefe metals will not be all at once
diminifhed by the difcovery of new and rich

* 1 fay, paper-money, without attaching to this expreflion
the idea of conftraint to receive it as fuch ; this obligation di-
»minithes its value—I would fay paper credit, if the word cre-
dit did not feem to exclude its principal quality, that of being .
_ always fulecptible, and in an intant, of being @verted into
moaey without the leaft lofs, :
3 mines ;
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“mines; we cannot calculate their quantities
concealed in the earth, and men inceffantly rake
up its bowels in fearch of them*. Therefore
in countries where precious metals are fcarCe,
but where lands may be fuccefsfully cultivated,
banks thould be formed,; whofe operations thould
chiefly reft upon title deeds and produétions de-
pofited 5 in a word, upon fuch objects only as

" gold and filver thould reprefent +.-

In

* Why fhould pot dikcoveries be made in other countries,
like that in the laft century by two fhepherds in Norway, of
the rich mines of Konfberg, where very confiderable mafles
of filver are found? The King of Denmark has one of §60lb.
weight in his cabinet.

+ Itis not true that much gold and filver are neceffary to
eftablifh banks, or create notes which may be thrown into
circulation. A proof of the contrary arifes from fals con-
tinually before our eyes. The multitude of bills of exchange
which circulate and crofs each other in every direion, have
not all of them, for origin and fecurity, a depofit of gold and
filver. Neither are they all paid when due with thefe metals,
Commerce produces an abundance of fuch papers, which fall-
ing due on the fame day are dilcharged by cach other without
the intervention of fpecie ; efpecially in cities where public
banks are eftablifhed ta facilitate this kind of payment. Thefe
are called transfers, and thé principal objeét of Caiffes d'Ef.
comptes and banks is to facilitate them by the payment of bills
fallen thofe who have ftill fome time to run. In fine,
thefg Caiffes @’Efcomptes and banks, are themfelves caufes
and ftriking proofs of the litcle difficulty there is in fupplying,

by
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#n.countries where thefe metals are already
in circulation, but are ftill foreign produétions,
eafy and certain means fhould be fought after to
render exchanges lefs dependent on the fecurity
or abundance of fpecie. Paper credit thould be
naturalized there, becaufe its infallible effet is
to double or treble the quantity of current coin,
and even to réplace it entirely; where; as in
England, public doufidence has never received a
wound. Thefe ‘obfervations might be more
extended if a treatife on the nature of banks
and Caiffes d’Efcompte were in queftion. But
this is not my prefent obje ; I have confidered
exterior commerce in its means of exchange
only, like metals and paper credit, and in its ba-
lance for the purpofe of applying thefe princi-
ples to the relations and commerce of France
and the United States : and more efpecially to

. clear up fome difficulties to the French, who
feem to have a bad opinion of this commercial
intercourfe, on account of the want of money

»

by confidence, the places of gold and filver. Firft eftablithed
by depofits in fpecie, they foon circulate their notes for fums
mor¢ confiderable than thofe depofited : and what furety i$
there for the payment of fuch notes if it be not by other bills
not dyey which the Caifles and banks receive in exchange for
their own notes payable at fight; to which publi‘oonﬁdencc
give the fame value as to gold and filver. g
n
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inh America; and to: encourage the mdependent
Americans, who feeihto dread the pretended
inconvenientiés arifing from its deficiency. .

T think I haveproved i 11 J

1fl.  That the balance of tradé is but:an in-
fignificant word : that the balance paid in {pecie
is po proof of a difadvantageous commerce on
the part of the nation which pays.it, nor advan~
tageous to the nation which receives it *.

2d, ‘That the tables of that commercnal ba-
lance ‘deferve no faith, and that the only mes

‘Obféné what a tefpectable antﬁbt, well verfed in the mat-
ter, and whot wmm&érhtveocciﬁontoqm, !hmh
of it.

¥ Thefe Eommercial Baldnces, Ealculated irf different ftafes,
dre pitiful 5 whed 1 fee car‘eqdences drawn from ridiculous
and labeuired official aceounts, i fanns dal rifo crepare.

« To eonifider France and England only, the two principal
rharufauring countries, arid the moft commiercial ones in the
world, what omiffion$, negligencies; doublé employs, errors,
corrupticinis, nofturnal expeditions, duties evaded; and contre+
band trade! The prodigious quantity of wool which is fent
from England is certainly not regifteted; né more than the
filks, gold laces; gauzes, blondes, eambrics, brandies; and many
other afticles which are fraudulently intreduced there. The
fame in Frante: no dccount can be taken of the immenfe
quantities of drapery, hofiery, and fmall hardware; which the
Englifh fend in exchanges © Voy. en Italie; de M. Roland de
Ia Palatierey tom, i.-p. 352,

Vor. . B v thbd_
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thod of eftimating the increafe of tradc. is" by
the increafe of population *,
3d. That it is impoflible to judge cm&)ny of
the quantity of money exiftingin) a coubtty,
and that all calculations on:that are¢ found-
“ed.upon an uncertain and defeffive bafis, be-
eaufe it is impoffible to collect all their clemen-

tary principles.
4th. That metals are not; ncal nchts.

-:4th. ‘That confidered as agents of cxchm.c,l
#.would be more'advantageous to fubfhitpte 3:.-

# The ervors ia thefe preteaded balances muft be continu-
ally infifted upen : confequences dangerous %o th:aboplc are
frequently drawn from them.

Financiers who pillage the kingdom, fay to Princes ow pre-
fenting them thefe fallacious calculasions, * that things are in
a profperous way ;- that commerce flourithes, that, impofts may
be laid on, leans negogiated, &e. Thefe fophifms are fedueing :
let Princes accuftom themfelves to judge of public profperity
by population, and the general.eafe of the people; let them
be eye-witnefles of this, and miflrelt a momentary appearance
of profperity; which ﬁoqmﬂymmmbuﬂm and
they will not be fo often deeeived, | .

. A King of Sardinia paid a «HM‘ Savoy, ﬂ“ no-
bility of whieh had been to.him as being poor and
miferable : they came to bim elegantly drcflod in ciothes, ofige-
semeony, to muke him their court. At'this the King expreffed his
furprife to one of the: gentlemen, who faid to him,: Sire, nour
faifons pour votre Majefli tout ce qus nows . M‘m poss de-

pons, tous ce que nous faifons, ’
v Vpcr
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per credit in interior commerce, and to apply
them to ufes for which paper is unfit, to wit,
all the purpofes of exterior commerce. There
refults from thefe| demenfirations, that com-
merce may be \i\'\bc_twccn two nations with-
out the aid of money; that the quantity a na-
tion has of ‘it to exchange for forcigmproducs
tions is in proportion toits confidential -interior
eftablithments, which advantageoufly fupply its
place.

In three words, a good foil, paper credit, and
a govcrnmnt anxiops. to fupport it, are the.true
means of opening the refources of a nation, of
procuring abundance of {pecie, as well a5 an ex-
tenfive exterior commerce, ¥
1 have not conlidered:this commerce in its ine
fluence upon the manners of the peaple ; fuch a
difcuflipn. would here be ufelefs, becayfe what-
evet that influence may be, . exterior. commerce
is a forced effet of the refpeQive: fituations of
France and the United States, 33 will hereafter
be made appear. .1 examine, this matter as a
politician, not as a philofopher, and I pray ths
reader mot to forget the diftméion. ' -




d2 ON 't ‘cdviMERcE or Tie’

y SOUCHEONTE e,
APPLICATION OF THE mnxooxNG,G,ENtRAL
PRINCIPLES TO THE RECIPROCAL : COM-~
MERCE 'OF FRANCE AND THE UNITED

STATES ¢

That Krance has every Means of procuring a grezf Coma
merce, and thofe which muft affure it to her in the United
States ; that her Prodadions are proper for them ; and that
ber particular interior Circumftances oblige her to engage

. in this Commerce,

HESE truths will not be contefted when
" the fertility of the foil of France fhall be
confldered, her various and particular produc-
tions, ‘and the temperature of her climate, which
favours thofé'the moft fimple and neceffary.
* Thefe advartages conftintly aflure her work-
manfhip at' a lower price than thofe of nations
endowed with the fame aétivity, but which
have not the advantages;of fuch favourable'cir-
cumftances.
v Her manufa&ures are numerous, and her po-
pulation is confiderable in comparifon with that

of moft other nations. Yet thefe are far from
' the
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the degree to which 'they. may be extended ;' for
i confidering France; room for a. more éxten-
five population is: foon difcovered, and-an im-
menfity of means for a great numbsr of manu-
factures;” which only wait for ‘the will of go-
vernment/to-be eftablifhed.

What other nition has 'more altivity ? 'more
induftry ? or unites to fo great a degree,.all the
advantages of civilization; and the matter and
means of the:maft varied and extenfive intérior:
and exterior commerce, independent of comple-
tion ? 1. What other would have been able to
refift, for. fo long-a time, the chain of misfor-
tunes, and repeated faults of which fhe has
been the victim ¢+ The force of her conftitu-
tion, rather:than her apparent profperity, ought
to be calculated by this' refiftance. France is
not what the might and ought to be. Thereis
no doubt but the will become fo if fhe opens
her eyes to her true interefts, if unthackling her
interior the does not neglect her exterior com-

mérce, and particularly that which the United:

States with ‘to open with her. = The produc-
tions of her foil -and induftry are proper for
them. She can export in exchange from inde-
pendent America the raw materials for which
the may have occafion. Thefe two countries
may therefore carry on a dire commerce of ex-
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change between them, and, fo much the more
advantageous, as the raw materials, which muft
conftitute it, would coft them more in any other
place,” Thefe truths will not be doubted when
the double catalogue of the refpective wants of
France and the United States, or of 'their imw
portation: and exportation, :fhall hav*ebeen ex-
amined.

Intelligent patriots are of opinion, thatit cans
not be advautageous: to [ France; ‘in her prefent
fituation, to engage'in .the commerce of the
United States,~Thgy obferve, that her manu«
faures being inferiar to thofe of the Englifh,
fhe will be worfted in the American markets ;
they add, that.inftead of encouraging this com-
merce; . government would perhaps a more
wifely by preventing the interior abufes which
ftop tbc progrefs of cultivation and induftry.

I am far from denying the neceflity there
may be of ftirring to reform fuch abufes, and ta
dire@ our efforts to culture and the improve-
ment of mapufattures § but it is eafy to demon-
ftate, that exterior commerce will iin a very
fhort time -infallibly bring on fuch a reform,
and that France in her prefent ftate is in the

greateft need of this exterior trade. 5/

~ In effe@, an a@ive and induftrious nation,
whofe foil is fertile, ought always to have mar-
¢ kets
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kets for the fale of its commodities to animate
its induftry, . Its  culture and manufaGures
would languifh if the limits of its confumption
were perceived. It is even neceflary that thefe
markets thould be fuperabundant ; that one
may fucceed the other, in cale of unfufpeéted
events, which might caufe a momentary change
in the ordinary courfe of things, / \

What caufe has thrown Ircland into {o con-
tinued a ftate of languor, although one of thofe
countries the moft favoured by nature, and the
beft fituated for exterior commerce, if it is not
the deprivation of that commerce ! An embar-
raffing exuberance of produétions was feared;
the cultivation of them was prefently negletted,
and this negligence increafed wafte lands. This
ifland would at length have offered a fpectacle
of the moft deplorable mifery, of a complete
depopulation, if, by a reftitution of the liberty
of commerce, an end had not been put to {o
cruel a difcouragement which choaked induftry,
by making it fear a want of markets for the vent
of its produétion. |

Let our patriots, therefere, ceafe to look upon
foreign commerce as contrary to the reforms
which are to revive our interior trade: to en-
courage the firft is not to profcribe the fecond,
becaufée one cannot fucceed without the other,

E 4 But,
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But, on the contrary, the feeds of ativity are
fown in the latter, by extending the boundaries
of confumption.

Alas ! 1s not France: evidently in need of
them ? Are not her magazines erowded with a
{uperfluity of the moft neceflary produétions, for
which fhe “has no. market ¢ Such as, amongft
others, her wines and brandies *.; The United
States offer to her an immenfe confumption ;
why does {he refufe to fupply them ? :

Even if her wines and brandies were not in
fuch fuperfluity, it would be. prejudicial not ta
fupport the price of them by foreign con{ump-
tions. . The greateft {courge of induftry, and
efpécially of manufatures, 15 theglow . price
of thofe liquors which arg feducing by their

ftrength. - On this account prudent. manufacs
turers carefully avoid wine countries. It would
be fuperfluous ta. give a detajl of their reafons ;
but certainly-the politician, 'the moft jealous of
a free extenfion  of individual enjoyments, will
never-become an advocate for the indulgence of
men in thofe articles ,vghicb deprive them of
their faculties and reafon,

* Such is the fituation of Aunis and Saintonge—plentiful
vintages are there literally feared, and thefe provinces are at
this moment overcharged with wine, for which they have na
expartation ; the people are miferable in the midft of abup+

dapce. Sece Note, Chap, V. Sedl. 1.
‘ France
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' France ought to defire the commerce of the
United States. She ought alfo to be anxious for
it on account of her manufattures, to‘employ
her population which is in want of work. Cons
fequently workmanthip is cheap; whence ‘re+
fults indigence, beggary, and firife®, Work
and produétions are increafed by opening new
markets, Thus, for example, vineyards will
remiain, which a want of confumption would
foon caufe to-be deftroyed ; thoufands of la-
bourers, -who languith, will be employed, fo-
ciety will be increafed by thoufands of ‘indivis
duals ; - more corn, more-cloth, &c. will be ne-
ceflary ; hence an increafe of interior confump-+
tion and populatian.

When we examine the queftion, if exterior
commerce be -advantageous and neceffary to 3
nation ; a newly conftituted ftate, whofe popu-
Jation is far from being in proportion to its {oil,
where there is fpace and property in land for
every -one, muft be - diftinguithed from that
which js ancient, rich ip praductions as well as

bot Means are every day fought to diminifh and prevent
crimes—Let property or employ be given to thofe who are
without them : this is the fecret—It muft notwithftanding be
agreed, that property is preferable to employ in workfhops;
under “this point of ‘view, commerce with the.United States,
in opening to us a great market, will be a means of diminith-

ing mendicity and vices in France, )
n
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in men ; or, tofpeak withimore precifion, a ftate
where the unequal diftribution . of 'property
takes men from the fields,  thuts them up in
eities, and ‘proftitutes their faculties to the fan-
eies of the rich, ' |

. Certainly fuch ‘2 new faté canpot increafe
its foreign commerce before it has cleared great
quantities of lands, and is become confiderably
peopled, and has a furplus of men and produc
tions.

Such 2 ftate, while neccﬂ'ary, will undoubt+
edly follow this counfel.

But this counfel would be improper te ano«
ther ftate, which, advanced in its civilizationy
covered with a population without property,
baving manufaures and money in-abundance ;
whofe induftry and territorial riches wait' for
demands, and whofe culture languifhes for want
of markets, A foreign commerce is neceffary
to this ftate to vivify it.

Such is the fituation of France; neither foil,
induftry, a&ivity, northe thirft of gain, is there
wanting ; other pernicious caufes flacken her
interior commerce.  If the merchant has not a
certainty of markets, he does not buy nor give
orders ; the manufatturer employs fewer hands,

has lefs ‘occafion for ‘the productions of the
earth
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earth. hngaﬂs then defcends from manufac+
tures to cultivation, and diminifhes population.

The reverfe will be the cafe in the fuppofi-
tion of 2 vaft extérior commerce, and will lead
to the'improvement.even of our manufatures ;
for the neceffity of improving to obtain a pre-
ference will oblige manufaturers to ftudy the
talte of the Americans, and to conform them-<
{elves to it, to vary the produétions of their in-
duftry 5 and will oblige them not to relax, that
they may not be furpaffed by rivals.

It is here neceffary to make fome refle@ions
onthe general inferiority found in our mam:ﬁzc—
tures, on comparing them with thofe ‘of the
Englith. This fa&t has furnithed Lord Shef-
field with his principal argument, to maintain
that “America will always prefer thelatter. It
1s neceffary to clear up this point, which feems
pot to be well underftood.

Manufactures of luxury, of conveniency, and
of neceflity, muft be diftinguithed in a manner
hereafter pointed out.  Lord Sheffield and all
foreigners agree, that France has the advantage
i the firft clafs of manufaGures *. His Lord-

thip

* Qur manufaltures of filk have proportionably a much

greater fale abroad than that of our woollens, It is that, ine
dependent of tafte, or, if we will, of fathion, which we poflefs,

and
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thip agrees even that France 'makes finer cloths
than thofe of England; but with' refpe& to
manufaltures of convenience, or fuch as are in-
tended for the confumption of the people, we
muft; ia {pite of patriotifm,  agree on our part,:
that, we are in:many articles inferior to the:
Englith. . This will appear by the fequel.. It
would be; ridiculous‘and even’ dangerous to flat-
ter’ the nationin' this-particular ; the allufiop
wolild keep it in a ftate of mediocrity. It is for
a better conflituted ' patrioti{fm to prove to the:
nation, that it may rife above mediocrity, and
to fhew: it by what meaas this is to be effected.
Should any body wifh to know the caufe of this
double difference between the French and Eng-
lith manufaltures, it is as follows :

There jis in Epgland a’' greater number of
men; among the people, in caly circumftances,
than in France, and who are canfequently in a
fituation to choofe and pay better for fuch arti-
cles as they like. It is a known fact, that the
common ' people of England, although loaded

and which opens to us a great confumption, the raw material

is in a great meafure one of our own produétions ; an advane
" tage which puts it in our power to furmount many general in-
conveniencies, whofe effeéts are more fenfible upon our other
articles of exportation, fuch as woollens, the produétion of
which has lefs relation with the manufadture,

with

e e~



&

/

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA) 61

with taxes, are ‘well clothed'and fed *; the
rags of mifery are'not fourld with: the poulle au’
pot 4. The ‘Englith manufacturer having ‘4
greater demand for articles of neceffity, and bew
ing better paid for' them, can’ make xmprove-/
ments in his manufalture. )
“Should it be required to know from whende
comjes the cafinefs of circumftances fo general
in"England: independent ' of the foil and' pofi-
tion, and the advantages of 'that hbcrty whxch’

*® The goodnefs of things manufalured is fo genmdly re-
quifite in England, that merchandizes deftined for exportation
are there duﬂmgulﬂled from thofe for interior confumptnon
There are great warehoufes wherein the fales are for exporei-
fion onlys the objed of others is interior confumption. (Peo .
ple who judge haftily conclude fromh hence, that thofe for ex-
portation are badly manufattured, ‘They are deeéived, the
difference is in the choice of materials. The Engli/bman fpares
nathing for that which be confumes.: The workmanthip is the
fame ; it would coft in general more to manufaturers to have
two forts of workmanthip, a good and a bad one, than to have
one only which is good, and a manufa&ture eftablithed ypon a
bad kind of workmanthip would foon be decried. thoe
. deftined to foreign commerce is as well made as anothé,bu't'
it does not laft fo long, becaufe the leather is not chofen from
the beft kind; and fo of the reft,

+ A memorable expreffion of Henry the fourth of France,
who, in a converfation with his favourite Sully, faid, he hoped
to fee the time when the pooreft of his fubjeéts would have it
in theif power to put a fowl inta the pot for their Sunday’s din-
ner.

reigns
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reighs there, /it refults from, the confideration
attached to -induftry in the -opinion of the
public ;. from the: laws, fure proteGion accord-
ed to every individual againit the agents of go-
vernment ; and the haughtinefs and infolence,
to which they are naturally inclingd (becaufe
in men of {lender, education thefe are the ¢f-
fe&t of power), being continually reprefied,
and their being prevented from: trampling upon
the citizen, who muft be obedient.—He is obe~
dient to the law, and not to him who puts it in
exccution *. Tn'fine, it is the confequence of
not blufhing to be a tradefman, artificer, or
workman, from father to fon.

In France there-are individuals exceflively
rich 4 “but ‘the people are poor. < The firflt have
it in their power to pay extremely dear for arti-

* Thee and Thou as terms of contempt are ynknown in
England : Sir is the general defignation of every individual,
A man accufed of the grcatcﬁ crimes, and who has the moft
miferable appearance, is néver {poken to in tbc fi ingular num-
ber when he is mterrogztcd by his judges ; and as he becomes
an objeét of pity. whcn be is convicted, decent appellations,
generally in ufe, are not changed wnth refpp& to him. Can
one fuppofe that this refpeét for man xs prqudncnal to public
profperity? Man is elevated by it; it gives him energy, and
jnclines him to gafe, . Contempt, which in other places is af-
fedled fox the people, leads them to mifery, and retains them in
it : .

cles
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cles;of luxury and fancy, which caufe en im~
prevement of manufacturesof this kind. Finer
cloths, as it has been before obferved, are to be
found in France than in England ; but theic
quantity is not great, becaufe there is not am
extenfive demand for thofe of the firlt quality. .

On the other hand, the propernty of the peo~
ple being very inconfiderable; they pay badly,
and the confequence is, that things of comve-
niency; or ncccﬁity are badly manufaltured for
them.

1 will not here enter into thc examination of
caufes which occafion fuch a flate of things,
nor of the means of changing it. I will leave
the difcuffion’of fuch means for another chap-
ter, but the following conclufions muft aecefla-
rily be drawn from thefe fa@s: the perfeGion
of manufattures depends upon the demand, and
the demand upon the means of payment. Now
becaufe the French have not thofe means, they
muft be fought after in a foreign country, In-
creafe foreign demands for F rench manufac-
tures, and they will be feen to improve verfiras
pidly. - This is the effe& which the commefce
of the,United States will produce: in Frapee.
Thefe States.contaia a people:accufiomed to-be
well clothed; to .make ufe of well manufacs
tured things only, and capidle df paying foo

» 6 ‘ good




s

64 ON-THE COMMERCE of THE

good workmanthip by their produétions, Chatgs

ed with the firnifhing of articles for Ameris

can ¢onfumption, French ‘manufacturers will

ftrive to outdo their rivals § and they can eafily

accomplith this when Government fhall be wils
ling. Natureé has given them the means. They

will. become ' fuperior ih ‘dlmoft evety thihg

when once they fhall no 1onger be obﬁmatcly

cpuntérated. -

Therefore: thé commetce with the United
States will be the caufe of improvement in
French cultivation-and induftry. Confequently
i is neceflary to embrace and purfue it.

C:H AP IV

"MHAT THE UNITED STATES ARE OBLIGED BY

_ THEIR PRESENT NECESSITIES AND CIRCYMS

* §TANCES TO ENGAGE IN FOREIGN COM*
MERCE. :

OME writers, amohg Wwhom'adre foUnd the
celebrated Dr. Price and'thé"Abbé Mably,
have exhorted the independent Americans, if
notto exclude exterior commerce entirely from
their ports, at leaft to keep it within very ¢on-
trated bounds. © They pretend, that the ruin
7 of
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of republicanifm i the United States can haps
pen only from exterior commerce ; becaufe by
great quantities of articles of luxury and a fris
volous ta{’cc, that commerce would gorrupt
their morals; and without pure morals a repubs’
lic cahnot exift.

¢« Alas ! What can the United States imiporé
¢ from Eur0pe; continues Dr. Price; excépt it
¢ be infetion ? I avow it, cries the Docor, I
¢t tremble in thinking on the furor for exterior
¢¢ commerce, which is apparently going to turn
¢ the heads of the Americans. Every nation
¢¢ {preads nets around the United States, and cas
¢¢ refles them, in order to gain a preference 3
¢ but their intereft cautions them to beware of
¢¢ thefe feductions *."

I am far from contradi€ting, # s 6tf i, the
opinion of thefe politicians. Moreover, I thinky & .
with Dr, Price, that the Unitéd States will one
day be able to produce every thing neceflaryyg

* Price’s Obfervations, page 76. See the Abbé Mably,
what he fays of thefe obfervations, from page 146 topage #63.
See alfo what the Comte de Mirabean has added to the Ob<
fervations of Dr. Price, in his Refleftions printed at the end of
His tranflation of this work, page 319. London edition, 1785.

He has; as a fevere philofopher, treated on exterior comi-
merce, and made abftraction of the atual fituation of the
Americans, -

Vor. II. F o and




/

66 ON THE GOMMERCE OF THE

and convenient, but I am alfo of opimion, that
thefe two writers have confidered the indepen-
dent Americans in a falfe point of viéw ; that
they have not fufficient]ly obferved the ftate of

“their circomftances ; in fine, that thei? circum-
Slances and allual wants oblige them to have re-
courfe to fore;gn commerce. This is a truth
which T propofe to- demonftrate ; for 1 'will
prove that the independent Americans are in
want of the neceflaries and conveniencies of life,
and in fome ftates, of luxuries, and that their
habits and nature, added to other circamitances,
will always prevent their renouncing them en-
tirely.

I will prove, that having no manufattures,
they cannot themfelves fupply thefe wants, and
that they can have no manufaltures for a long

, time to come.
That although they already pofiefled them,
sthey ought to prefer te national ones thofe of
exterior commerce, and that they fhould rather
invite Europeans to their ports than frequent
théfe of the European flates.

Finally, that by the fame reafen which makes
it impoffible to exclude extérior commerce, in
cafe of wants which alone it can fupply, it is
equally fo to fix its boundaries.

When the nature of man is attentively con-

1 fidered,
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fidered, it is feen that it inceffantly difpofes him
to render his life agteeable. If he hds a pros

rtyyhe firives to improve it ; if the foil He
cultivates be fruitful, and demands but little in
advancee, the defire of increafing his enjoyments:
{timulates him to torture his land to draw from
it its various produtions. One idea put in
praétice gives birth to another ; one want fatif-
fied creates a fecond,.to have the pleafure of fa=
tisfying this alfo. Such is the nature of man :
his a&ivity, which leads him from defires to
enjoyments, from one change to another, is
the fource of what are called manufadtures.
A manufatture is but the means of" giving to
a prodution of the earth, a form which adds
to it a new degree of agreeablenefs and uti-
lity. Want and defire of manufactures are
therefore in the nature of man; fo that if
we fuppofed Europe entirely annihilated, ma-
nufaltures would foon rife up in America, be-
caufe eath individual ftrives to render his exift-
ence agreeable by means the moft fpeedy and

efficacious *.
Manufa&urcs,

* Pethaps the charafter and life of favages, who are {up~ -
pofed to have no manufalturers among them, will be oppofed
to thefe renfonings ! Men are deceived in judging thereby ;
for thefe people, which we look upon as only one degree re-

3 Fa moved
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Manufactures, like the wants of civilized
men, may (as was obferved in the laft chapter)
be divided into three claffes : 1ft. Thofe of ne-
ceflity ; 2d. thofe of convenience ; 3d. thofe of
~ fancy or luxury. Food, and the natural exigen-
cies of mankind, are comprehended in the ﬁrﬂ‘

clafs.
It is from the wants of convenience efpecial-

ly, that manufactures have their origin. With-
out doubt, fkins of fheep were fufficient to de-
fend men from the feverities of cold ; acabin or
a hut from the intemperature of the atmof-

moved from a ftate of nature, work up and manufature the
carth’s produtions. Thus from their corn, before it is ripe,
they extra& a gelatinous juice, with which they make palata-
ble cakes. Therefore, before the arrival of Europeans, they
knew how te make fermented liquors, tools, utenfils, arms,
ornaments, &c. . They confined themfelves to thefe; hunting
took them from a fedentary life, and did not give them gime
enough to extend their ideas.

The paftoral life of the Arabians has conduéted them one or
two degrees farther in the art of manufaCuring, becaufe that -
kind of life affords greater leifure, and gives more uniform and
wonftant produltions. Thofe fhepherds whofe riches confift
but in their flocks, and who live on milk alone, and are cloth-
ed with their wool only, have a paffionate defire for coffee,
therbet, and fugar. @ he defire of increafing their enjoyments
‘is the caufe. Let it be therefore agreed, that man by his na-
ture is iaclined to enjoyment, and confequently to manufac-
tures, : :

; | phere ;
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phere ; but man is no fooner preferved from one
ter) evil, than he feeks to get rid of another.  Skins
are infufceptible of being well joined together,
ufe makes them hard; a cabin is frequently
thrown down, is confined and fmoaky ; whence
arife the wants of conveniéncy, which are
transformed into enjoyments, whofe accuftomed
ufe changes them into neceffities. ,
When man has every convenience, he then
thinks of ornament. Hence the wants of lux-
ury ; they are entirely in the imagination, and
procure imaginary pleafires only. Therefore
to wear any laced clothes, or drink coffee out of

cial-
7ith-
» de-
in or
mof-

ure the ) )

is ripe, a china rather than a delfen cup, 1s'a want cre-
palata- ated by luxury or fancy.

s, they The nature of thefe three kinds of want be-

, arms,
hunting
'm gime

ing pointed out, it is neceflary to know what
thofe of the Americans are. They have the
two firft of them. Their habitudes contraéted
1 one or in their infancy from European emigrants, and
ife that - their commerce with the Englith, have accuf-
:r:;:f':; tomed them to the kind of life and tafte of the
% choth- latter, and it is well known that Englith induf-
r coffec, try has been particularly direGted to neceffary
PRt and ufeful arts. _
o The independent Americans, at leaft thofe
manufac- . : 5e "
who inhabit great maritime cities, have borrow-
pheére; ~ ¢d from the Englith a tafte for luxuries ; they
\ F.3 feck
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feek for gauzes, blond lace, filks, &c. It 15
however with pleafure I obferve, that if this
tafte of modes has infected London within thefe
few years, its ravages have not been extended
with the fame rapidity in' the United States as
in Europe. Their fituation, auftere religion,
morals, and ancient habits, their rural or marine
life, prevent their feeking after elegance and
drefs, and keep them from oftentation and vo-
Juptuoufnefs, Although they may perhaps be
changed a few degrees, the evil is not yet fen=
fible, at leaft in the Northern States*. There-
fore our obfervations ought principally to reft
upon the two firft clafles of wants. Now it
is impoffible that the Americans thould ever re-
nounce them ; they will be perpetually led and
attached to them by their nature and habitudes,
and by the manner in which their population
is increafed. ’

By their nature, becaufe they are men; and
jt has been proyed, that man is endowed with

* Luxury is certainly to be found in Virginia ; and when
we fpeak of luxury with refpe& to free America, it is neceflary
to diftinguifh carefully the Sonthern from the Northern States ;
gities from the country ; maritime cities from interior ones.
By thefe diftinctions many contrarieties in the accounts of fu-
perficial travellers may be explained,

that
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that a&ivity which perpetually difpofes him to
add to his enjoymeunts. .

By their habitudes, ‘becaufe, as it hasx?ben ob-
ferved, they coatracted that of all thole wants,
and it is well known, that a tafte for pleafure
is not to be exterminated when rooted by ha-
bitude. How can it be required of man to de-
prive himfelf of wine and liquors to which he is
accuftomed, and in which he places a part of
his enjoyments, except we would render him
unhappy ! I will not quote hermits, fick per-
{ons,-or philofophers, who have had that empire
over themfelves ; but let not a like prodigy be
expefted in a whole nation. An aflociation of
three millions of philofophers has not yet been,
nor will be {een to confine themfelves to the re-
gimen of Pythagoras *, or the dict of Cornaro.

v The fevere f{acrifice of tea, which the inde-
pendent Americans made at the beginping of
the war, will perhaps be alfo quoted. The ens
thufiafm of liberty and influence of example
were able, during fome time, to overcome their

# It is mot that we ought not to beliave that one of the
great means of regenerating the old people of the Contineat,
and of fupporting republicanifm in the United States, would
be to give to children fuch an education as Pythagoras exer-
cifed at Crotona.—Be¢c the Life of Pythageras.

. F 4 habitudes 3
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habitudes * ; as religious enthufiafm has coms«
bated, fometimes {uccefsfully, the paffions of an
hermit. But there is no caufe powerful enough
to produce a like effet, except in the crifis
which makes the facrifice neceffary and eafy,
"The reafon of the dependence in which the
Americans would put themfélves with refpet
to the Europeans, and the fear of diftant cor«
ruption, are motives too feeble to carry men to
that point of heroifm ! It is not {ufficiently de-
monftrated to them, that they cannot drink
wine from Madeira without being fome day
corrupted by it, and without preparing the way
for great calamities. | i

The manner in which population is renewed
and increafed in America, does not make it pro-
bable that its inhabitants will ever be able to res
nounce the want of European produétions.

A prodigious number of individuals emigrate
every year from all parts of Europe to America,
who carry with them wants and inclinations

/

# Ttis aflured that abftinence from tea was not every where
fiithfully obferved, which appears very probable on refle&ing
that there was a party which fain would have, violated it, I
have kpown feyeral perfons whom the deprivation of tea had

made ill for a long time, although they had tried illufive means,

by fubftituting the infufion of agrceablc fimples for that of the

.U‘_lrlcaf,
which
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which they have from education and habit. If
they find them in America, they continue to
gratify them s if they are unknown there, they
naturalize them, aud it is the firft thing they
go about ; for they do not {o much perceive the
new pleafures they are going to enjoy, as thofe
of which they are depriveds fo great is the
force of our firft habits and cuftoms. Remem-~ -
brance, although frequently mixed with the
cruel idea of fervitude, abandons man in the
grave only.

According to this inclination, natural to all
men, let the immenf{e variety of wants and ap-
petites be calculated which are going to tranf~
plant themfelves from Europe to the United
States ; and let it be judged, whether it be pof=
fible to put bounds to or deftroy them.

To fucceed in this, it would not only be ne-
ceflary to fhut out foreign commerce from all
the American ports : American induftry muft
be circumf{cribed, and the fource of their wants
ftopped up ; it would be neceflary to imitate the
. Lacedemonian law, which ordained that no-
'thing fhould be worked up but with the heavy
hatchet, the more effeCtually to banifh the lux-
ury of elegant furniture, Ina word, a miracle
muft be operated upon the Americans, to take
from them all remembrance of what they have

been,
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been, of all they have feen, f{ielt, or tafted;
and the fame enchantment muft deprive Euro-
pean emigrants of their ideas; as it would be
abfurd to hope for a Lke prodigy, the force of
things, which drags the independent Americans
into exterior commerce, muft be {fubmitted to*.
All 1s reduced to two words; America has

wants, and Europe has manufa&ures.

In the United States fome of the inhabitants fill
up the leifure afforded by agriculture (in which
the Europeans cannot hope to become their

rivals) with an attention to manufadtures. And
they have others confined to the moft neceffary
arts; connected with cultivation, fitheries, and
the conftru&tion of veffels, But even thefe
manufa&ures are but few in number, and in-
fufficient for the wants of the United States.
They are therefore obliged to have recourfe to
Europe. It is not that they peither have, nor
can have almoft all the raw materials employed

# It is with regret that I write this fa&, on confidering it
philofophically, but it appears to have been demonftrated po-
litically. ' No perfon withes more than I do to fee the United
States feparate themfclves from all the world, and in this fitu-
ation to find again the aufterity of the Spartan regimen, with-
out its cruel principles of military difpofition, It would be a
fmart ftroke in politics ; but this u'nhappily is no more thana
dream.

in
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in our own manufa@ures. They have hemp,
flax, and cotton *.

But, if they had raw materials in plenty, they
pught to be advifed not to eftablith manufac-
tures; or, to {peak more juftly, manufaltures
could nat be eflablifbed ; the natyre of things or-
dains it fo. Let us difcufs this queftion, asit
}s an important one, '

There are many reafons for men’s engaging in
a new country in agriculture rather than in ma-
nufaures.. There, where two individuals can
eafily live together, they marry, fays Montef-
quicu. The labour of the field offers to them
more means of living together, of augmenting
and fupporting their family, than working at

¥ The four Southern States gather great quantities. of cot-
ton, Their poor are clothed with it winter and fummer. In
winter they wear cotton thirts, and clothes of wool and cotton
mixed. In fummer their fhirts are linen, and their outward
clothes of cotton. 'Women'’s drefs is entirely of cotton, and
made up by themfelves, women of the richeft clafs excepted ;
yet a woman of this clafs has a deal of cotton worked up in
her houfe, and this callico equals in beauty that of Europe.
Thofe from the South furnifh a deal of cotton to the States of
the North, which cannot grow it, the climate being too cold,

There is fcarcely any part of the United States without good

flour and faw mills, The Northern States have others for

flattening iron. It is in the conftruction of mills efpecially,
that the Americans diftinguifh themfelves, in varying their em-
Ploy and utility, and in their diftribytion, ‘

y manufac-
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mazlufa&L;rcs : in thefe the dependence of the
workman, his precarious and changeable ftate,
his moderate wages, and the high price of pro-
vifions in cities, where moft manufa&ures are
eftablithed, put it out of his power to think of
.. having a companion, and if he has one, the
profpet of mifery which the muft have before
her eyes after his death, impofes on him a law
contrary to propagation, to avoid the cruelty of
caufing children to be brought into the world
only to be unhappy *.

In a new country where land is not dear,
where it requires not much in advance, or an
expenfive cultivation, and is at the fame time

fruitful, the number of little and happy fa-
milies muft rapidly increafe,

What a difference in other refpe@s from this
pure and fimple country life, where man is con-
ftantly in the prefence of nature, where his
foul is elevated by the {fpe&acle, where his phy-
fical principles continually regenerate by a fa-

* Journeymen manufaQurers, and in general men in a ftate
of dependence, whofe fubfiftence is precarious, and who have
children, certainly love them lefs than the inhabitants of the
country who have a fmall property. The paternity is a bur-
then, and confequently often odious to the firft ; their children
are ignorant of the foft carefles of paternal love. What kingd
of generation muft arifg from fuch a cennexion !

7 lubrious
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lubrious air, and in reviving exercifes, where he
lives in the midft of his relations and friends,
whom he makes happy : what a difference from
that to the life of manufa&urers condemned to
vegetate in difmal prifons, where they refpire’
infeGtion, and where their minds are abforbed,
as well as their lives abridged. This conduct
alone ought to decide the Americans to reject
the painful ftate of manufactures *,

Befides

* The idea of property is one of the ftrongeft ties by which
man is attached to life, to his country, to virtue, and I will
add even to health. The fatisfaltion of a manufacturer, who
at the end of the week has a guinea in his pocket, is far from
that of the little country proprietor, who is feldom poflefied of
fuch a fum ; but who gathers in his own field every thing ne-
ceflary. He loves it, fees it always with pleafure, takes care
of its cultivation, and, by a confequence of this foft difpofi-
tion, he attaches himfelf to the animals which affift him in that
cultivation,

The labourer fees, as he works, the poflibility of increafing
the number of his children ; and he has the pleafing hope of
leaving them after his death a little corner of earth which will
keep them from indigence.

The labourer is happy becaufe his contralts are with the
earth only, which gives liberally and difintereftedly, whilft the
intereft of the mafter who pays the manufatturer embitters
the wages which he receives.

The labourer is ftill happy, becaufe he is only amongft his
squals ; inequality is the foyrce of malice, The fuperior is

malicious
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Befides there will be, for a -confiderable time
to come, more to be gained in the United States,

by

malicious to fupport his ‘oppreflion. The flave is vindittive
to deftroy and revenge.it.

The labourer is amiable and generous, becaufe it would be
m&ﬁr‘y to abandon all cultivation, if there were not between
hufbandmen a reciprocity of fervices and confidence,

Perhaps it would not be difficult to prove that health and
goodnefs are diminithed in proportion to the increafe of manu-
faQures, cities, property, and the defertion of rural life, and
that vices and crimes are increaftd in the fame proportion.
 'This is not the opinion of the fenfible and interefting au-
thor of the Study of Nature: “ When I was at Mofcow,”
fays he, (Vol. IIL.) “an old Genevois, who was in that city,
« in the time of Peter I. told me, that fince different means
« of fubfiftence had been opened to the péople by the eftab-
« lithment of manufa&ures and commerce, feditions, aflaffina-
« tions, robberies, and incendiaries, had been lefs frequeht than
« formerly.”

But this would not have exifted, and there would have been
the fame public and private virtue, if inftead of making the
Ruffians manufa@urers, they had been made proprietors of
lands. Hufbandmen are honeft people, fays M. de St. Perre
himfelf.~~And work(hops, as I have juft obferved, do not of-
fer that neceffity of reciprocal  fervice which gives the habi-
tude of goodnefs ; they prefent intereft ftruggling againft in-
tereft, rich and indolent ftupidity ftriving to cheat adtive indi-
gence. If workfhops do not make men rafeals, they difpofe
them to become fo ; they make them egotifts, infenfible, un-
couth, and bad fathers.

Therefore, the falt quoted by this author does not prove,

/ that
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by the earth, which yields abundantly, than by

manufaltures—and man- places himfelf in that
fitvation where the greateft and moft {peedy
gain 1s to be acquired.

As population muft, for many ages, be difs
proportioned to the extent of the United States,
land will be cheap there during the fame length
of time *, and confequently the inhabitants will
for a long time be cultivators.

Thofe

that to prevent crimes, it is neceffary to eftablith manufac-
tures ;- but that ‘it is better to have manufaltures peopled with
degraded workmen, than forefts with banditti ; ’tis a lefler
evily but it is Qill an evil. |

* An idea of the price of lands in the United States, t’may
be formed from the following article taken from the Gazette
of Philadelphia, of gth of December 1784 : *“ Obferve that the
“ ground of Pennfylvania begins to be dear, and that the inha-
“ bitants begin to emigrate to Kentucky.”’—By this adver-
tifement there are offered to fale, * 25,000 acres of land, fitu-
“ ated in the county of Northampton, State of Pennfylvania,
¢« upon the Delawar.—A public road, a navigable river, fertile
“ {oil, excellent for culture—meadows==places for mills—
« great forefts—plenty of fith-ponds, &c. at half a guinea an
“acre,

“ Another quantity of 25,000 acres, upon the Sufquehan-
¢ nah, with equal and even greater advantages, at the fame
« price.—Good title deeds,—facilities of payment.—A referve
“ of three hundred acres only will be required in cach diftriét
“ for the maintenance of the clergyman of the parifh ;—one

¢ hundred
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Thofe whom ambition, thirflvof gain, or igh
norance, thould incline to eftablith manufaures,
will, from that moment, be difbanded/from it
by the dearnefs of workmanthip. This dear-
nefs is already very confiderable *, and may be-
come ftill more fo, as the caufe which occafions
it muft naturally become more extended.

What is the caufe ? It has already been inti-
mated {5 as to be forefeen.

Cities are built in all ,quarters +; lands are
cleared and eftablithments made every where.
In the county of Kentucky, for inftance, where,
in 1771, there were fcarcely one hundred inha-
bitants, there are now nearly thirty thoufand;
and thefe men have emigrated from inhabited
coafts or countries. Thus hands are taken from
the commerce and -agriculture of thefe laft,
which is confequently the caufe of the increaf-

ed price.of workmanthip,

¢« hundred guineas when there fhall be fifty families, to build a
« parfonage houfe—sten guincas a year for five years, and pro-

¢ yifion for the fchool-mafter.”
® Three, four, and five livres, are frequently paid in the

cities of the United States for the day’s work of a carpenter,

Jockfmith, &c., ‘
+ This is a great evil, as will be hereafter proved, and

which will contribute more than any other to the ruin of re-
publican fpirit,
From
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From this dearncfs it has been concluded in
Europe, that the people in America were
wretched ; a contrary conclufion ought to have
been drawn. Wherever workmen govern;

wherever they are paid a high price, the people

are neceflarily happy ; for it is of them that the
various clafles of workmen are compofed.

On the contrary, wherever workmanfhip is
at a low price, the ‘people are wretched ; for
this cheapnefs proves, that there are more work-
men than there is work to execute, more want
of employ than can be fupplied. This is what
the rich defire, that they may govern the work-
men, and buy the fweat of their brows at the
loweft rate poffible *.

It is the reverfe in America, the workman
gives the law, and fo much the better, he re-
ceives it too often every where elfe.

* To be convinced of this truth, look at England and France;
workmanfhip is very dearin London but cheap in Paris. The
workman in Londen is well fed, clothed and paid ; io Paris he
is quite the contrary.

« It frequently happens,” faid an American one day to me,
“ that I meet in the United States a ploughman, conduéting his
« plough and honles, and cating 3 wing of a turkey and a picce
“ of good white bread. I bave feen, added he, a vellel ariye
« at New York, full of Scotchmen, not onc of whom was un-
“employed the next day.”

Vor. II, G This
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This dearnefs of workmanthip is prejudicial
to manufactures, and ftill fo much the better.
Thefe eftablithments are fo many tombs which
{wallow up generations entire *. Agriculture,
on the contrary, perpetually increafes popula-
tion.

By preventing, or at leaft retarding the rife
of manufa&ures within their provinces, the
Americans will ftop the decadency of morals
and public {pirit : for if manufattures bring gold
into the States, they bring at the fame time a
poifon which undermines them. They réfem-
ble a number of individuals whofe nature and
morals are at once corrupted : they form and
accuftom men to fervitude, and give in a repub-
lic a preponderance to ariftocratical principles,
and by accumulating riches in a {mall number
of _hands, they caufe republics to incline to arif~
tocracy.

Therefore the independent Americans will'do
wifely to leave to Europe the care of manufac-

* There are feveral manufaCures at Amiens, and it is re-
marked, thit the hofpitals are more filled with manufaCurers
than with mafons or other like artizans. A manufalturing
life makes more people ill and their complaints more dange-
rous; it'is becaufe this kind of workmen becomes fooner de-
bauched, and goes fooner to the hofpital, being moftly fingle,
and without any domeftic attachment,

turing
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turing for them, becaufe fhe is irrefiftibly drag-
ged into manufatures ; and' as their population
and confumption muft rapidly increafe, it is not
impoffible that Europe may one day confine her-
{elf to this kind of occupation, and that Ame-
rica may one day become her ftorehoufe of
grain and raw materials, of which fhe will not
be in need. In this cafe, nothing will be feen
in Europe but cities and workfhops ; in inde-
pendent America, nothing but fields well culti-
vated. I will leave it to be decided which coun-
try would have the moft happy fate. |

Under the fame point of view, the indepen-
dent Americans will ftill a& wifely by leaving
it to the Europeans to furnith them with necef-
fary articles; andin feldom frequenting the cities
and fea-ports of the ancient continent. In effed,
an European tranfported to independent America

is in the proportion of one to one hundred, and
fometimes to a thoufand.—His example has
therefore but very little influence ; the luxury’
of whi¢h he makes a parade in paffing by, ex-
cites lefs confideration or refpect than contempt
and ridicule. If he leaves a remembrance of

himfelf, it is foon effaced by the general motion :
there are, moreover, fome Europeans, who,
ftruck and edified by the manners and cuftoms

G 2 of
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of free America, have good fenfe enough to re-
fpeét and conform themfelves to them.

It is the reverfe when an American goes on»
fthore in Europe, almoft alone, with his fimpli-
city of manners in the midft of a vortex of
men who efteem the eclat of exterior appearance
only ; who, agitated and led by the general ton,
facrifice every thing to the faror of making a
great figure by the brilliance of drefs, equipage,
and pomp : this American muft at firlt be torn
down and tormented, becaufe he finds himfelf
thrown into a circle of habitudes contrary to his
own, Afterwards he becomes familiarifed by
Little and little, and if he does not quite get a
tafte for them, at leaft his attachment to a {im-
plicity of life and manners is neceflarily weak-
ened. Carrying back with him to his own
country this difpofition of mind, he introduces
it infenfibly into the minds of thofe who are
about him, upon which it has fome influence—
upon 'the minds of his <hildfen and friends.
Their tafte for fimplicity becomes lukewarm
by his example, and the following age fees pub-
lic virtues fall into indifference.

It will be lefs dangerous to the public {pirit
of the independent Americans to admit the Eu-
ropeans into theUnited States, than to go them-

felves
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felves into Europe; from which it refults that
it would be very impolitic to encourage the for-
mer to become the carriers of their exterior
commerce,

I have infifted upon this rcﬂcéhon hecaufe
there feems to have appeared in fome States 2
difpofition to give premiums for diftant naviga-
tion. They ought te refle®, that they have
but few hands, and that as few as poflible fhould
be taken from culture, They are in the fitua-
tion 1 have fpoken of in my principles of exte-
rior commerce, where a nation cr!ms by mak-
ing carriers of others having lefs 1011 or employ,
They fhould alfo recollet, that republican mo&
rals are better preferved in the bofom of agri-

" cultyre than upon the fea and in foreigh voy-

ages, which give to men communications with
other morals and governments.

It is a general queftion in the United States,
by what means it is poffible to put bounds to
exterior commerce, and ftop the progrefs of lux-
ury: ftay at home,—cultivate, cultivate, I will
repeat to'them ; this is the fecret whereby you
will prevent the increafe of luxury; a fecret
much preferable to {umptuary laws and prohi-
bitory regulationsy which fyme {tates haye it jo
cpmcmplanon toskake.

G3 . Ther#
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There is no power great enough to fet, by
regulations, fuch boundaries to exterior com-
merce as will not be excesded: to circumfcribe
it for inftance to merchandizes of couyeniencc',,
.without the importation of thofe of luxury. The
nature or force of things only has fuch a power.
That force has, as has been before explained,
the union of the natural circdmﬁanccs of a na-
tion ; thefe circumftances alone mark the limits
of commerce. A nation which cannot pay for
luxuries with its own production, does not pur-,
chafe them.” The favage can only procure
with his furs, brandy, gunpowder, and woollen
coverings; he buys neither filks nor lages.

If, therefore, the produttions of the United
States be fcarcely fufficient to pay for the im-
portations of neceflity and convenience from
Europe, merchandizes of luxury will not be im-
ported: if thefe be carried to it, ’tis becaufe it
can pay for them. There is no merchant who
likes to ruin himfelf, '

If, on the contrary, the United States have
productions proper for the ancient continent, in
quantities {ufficient to procure, by their exchange,
not only the moft neceflary 'and cpnvenient
things, but even thofe of luxury, nothing can

hinder
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hinder the latter from being {ooner or later im-
ported, by means of exterior commerce.

+ In truth, to increafe demands of this natyre,
the public opinion, which before treated oppro-
brioufly a rafte for modes, muft totally change,
and the particular opinions of certain fets equal-
ly yicld to it.

But notwithftanding the powerful influence
of opinion upon merchandizes of luxury, the
fate of this kind of commerce will be more par-
ticularly deterfnined by the ftate of the indepen-
dent Americans, for when rich they will adopt
them. This fa&t will appear certain, if what
has been faid on the nature of the human heart
be recollected, and its inclination to improve
man’s fituation, and to increafe his enjoy-
ments. -

Tafte for a rural life alone, if the Americans
preferve it, will retard the progrefs of luxury,
which fprings up in cities, from fatiety, want
of fomething to do, and from laffitude: em-
ployment preferves the country from thofe
moral 1lls.

There is one laft confideration, which ought -
to perfuade the independent Americans to em-
ploy themfelves in cultivation, and reje&t both
manufactures and exterior tranfports ; which is,

G 4 . -that
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that in wifthing to undertakeé evéty thing at
once, the fcarcity of money, neceflary at léaft
for the mechanical part of thefe operatians, wilt
always bé moré pérceived, whillt, by giving
themfelves up entirély to cultivation, they will
procure from théir {oil produ@ions fufficient
to pay for thefe manufactures from Eurape, and
to make up for the fcarcity of coin*.

They

* The independent Americans have but little money; this
}fgﬁcxty arifes from two.caufes; firft, from the kind of com-
merée they heretofore éartied on with England, and afterwards
fom the ravages of a féven years war. As this commercd
was purely one of exchange, and that in' certain ftates, a$ Vir-
ginia, the importations always furpaffed the exportations ; the
refult was, that they could not but be debtors to England, and
could not draw money from that ifland.

It was a kind of commercial fervitude, which the EaglifR
Jobked tpon as the pledge and guarantee of the dépendence of
the Colernies upon the mother country.

The money they had came from their illicit commerce
with the Sugar Iflands and European powers. The war, af-
terwards, by changing laboureﬁ inte foldiers, caufed a part of
their lands to remain without cultivation. From that time
txchangcs increafed and money decreafed., The little of it
rtnmmng in America, came firt from moncy czrncd and ex-
pended there by the Engl;{h and French armies, and aftcrwards
by the loans negociated in Europc by Congrcfs

But it is éify to Conceive, dfter what has been faid upon the
quantity of cein, how a nation, which, by an extraordinacy
gevolution, is all at once widely dcvclopcd its p0pu]atl0n rae

pldly
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They appear to béalarmed at this ; what has
been faid upon the fubjed of money ought to
remove their fears, ]t has been demonftrated
that a nation may carry on 4 very confiderable
commerce without its aid. It will hereafter
be feen that the United States produce many raw
materials effentially neceffary to France, and
that the can make their exports with greater
advantage than thofe of any other country.

Thus it appears that thefe two countries may
carry on together a dire@ trade of exchange
without money, confequently an advantageous
one; for the exchange between them of pro-
dudtions is more lucrative than an exchange of
produétions for money; although this opinion
may not be adopted by men in general, who at-
tach a greater price to gold than to merchan-
dize, and continually forget its reprefentative
value, to fubftityte for it a real one. It muft
be inceflantly repeated-to them that money
would pe abfolutely nothing witl\out produc-

pidly incregfed, and is thereby obliged to cont}hual advanccs,
for clearing of lands, for building, making of roads and canals,’
to pay foreign debt_s, moftly in fpecie, and which has no mines,
muft feel the fearcity of money, and the reafon of it is clear:
the want of it s at prefent fupplied, in Conne&ticut, by an ex-
shange of commedities, o thele againft labour.

tions ;
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tions; that a rich people is that which, by its
induftry, increafes population, and has confe-
quently an abundance of produllions; that the
fccret of increafing the quantity of coin con-
fifts only in the art of multiplying neceffary
productions, and it is this to which the United
States ought to incline, without being anxious
about the money which they may have at
prefent or in future.

Let us refume the different queftions con-
tained in this chapter. °

My obje& has been to make it appear that
the United States were forced by their neceffi-
ty and eircumitances to engage in exterior
commerce.

To convince my readers of this, I have prov-

ed that the independent Americans had wants
of neceflity, of convenience, and even fome of
luxury, which they could neither renouuce nor
fupply: themfelves with.
.. That baving no manufatures of their own,
they were obliged to have recourfe to thofe of
Europe: that they could eftablith none for a
long time, having but few hands, and that cul-
tivation ought to employ all their cares.

That according to phyfical, political, and mo-
ral relations, they ought to perfevere in apply-

ing
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ing themfelves to agriculture alone, and even
give up all thoughts of tranfporting to Europe,
by their own means, their proper produétions.

That this was the only means of preferving
their republican morals, and of retarding the
progrefs of luxury.

In fine, that by engaging in agriculture; and
negle®ing manufactures, they will lefs perceive
the want of money, and will find the means of

fupplying that want, and of carrying on a very
advantageous exterior commerce of exchange of
commodities.

Thefe different points being firmly cﬁabhﬂx-
Jd it is at prefent neceflary to prove, that of all

the nations of Europe, France is the moft pro-
pcr to enter into a commercial alliance with the
United States, and that their neceflities and pro-
duions are correfpondent to each other. It
is propofed to lay open this truth, by prefenting
the double table of reciprocal importations ard
exportations, to be made between France apd
frcc America. T '
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CHAP V.

OF THE IMPORTATION TO BE MADE FROM
FRANCE INTO THE UNITED STATES, OR
OF THE WANTS OF THE UNITED STATES,
AND THE PRODUCTIONS OF FRANCE WHICH
CORRESPOND THERETO.

HE attentive reader will bave already
~ heen able to judge, that if the indepen-
~ dent Americans do not deviate from the career
which' is open to them, Europe will, for a long
time, have to furnith them with manufatured
merchandize. It has been made to appear, that
thie clearing and cultivation of lands, and all that
rdates to interior commerce, fuch as roads and
capals, offered to their induftry the molt favour-
able and ufeful employ, efpecially whilit im-
pofts da not reftrain their movements, and that
a free conflitution equally honours every ipdi-

vidual.

It is now neceflary to take a curfory view of
thetr wants, and to point out thofe articles with
whigh France may pretend to furnifh them in

competition,
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competition with other nations, if even fhe can-
not do it more advantageoufly than her rivals,
I will follow, in this enumeration, the Englith
publications which have treated upon the mat-
ter, and particularly that of Lord Shefield: he
has omitted nothing, becaufe his country pre-
tends to furnith every thing *,

SECTION 1L

WINES.

Wine becomes a real want of thofe who have
once been acquainted with it. Happy or mi-
{erable, rich or poor, every body makes ufe -of
wine. Wine is the delight of the happy or of
the rich. It helps the unfortunate to {upport
his forrow ; the poor think they find it an equi-
valent for the food they are without,

Eafe bas lately been too general in the United
States, not to have introduced the ufe of wine ;
and futurity, by augmenting their means, ‘will
only increafe their want of this liquor.

# | will not defcend to the minutiz his Lord(hip has done,
but I will prove, in every important article, the Prench, if
they know ‘how to profit by their natural advantages, muft
obtain a preference. ‘

3 - The




S E N T

S

T S

SeaeeT e

94 'ON THE COMMERCE OF THE'

The wines which were moft generally con-
fumed in the United States, were, as in Eng-
land, Oporto, Madeira, and fome from Spain.
French wines charged as in Britain, with enor-

mous duties, were introduced by contraband

only.

Liberty has caufed thofe Britannic fhackles to
difappear. French wines are frecly imported
into the United States, and pay but little duty.

Such is the ftate of things, and it leads me to
the difcuffion of three queftions:

Does it {uit the United States to cultivate
vines, and to make wine ? '

Ought they not, in renouncing this cultiva--
tion, to give the preference to French wines ?

And what means ought the French to ufe,
in order to obtain and preferve this preference ?

It would be abfurd to deny, that the United
States can produce wine, becaufe the experi-
ments hitherto made have been fruitlefs. Ex-
tended as they are, and having countries as
fouthern as Europe, it is impoffible there
thould not be, in many places, a foil proper for
the vine.

The little {uccefs of attempts may therefore,
without hazarding too much, be attributed ei-

ther
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ther to the ignorance of the cultivator, his want
of perfeverance, or a bad choice of plants.

However that may be, if the Americans will
hearken to the counfels of able obfervers, and
reap advantage from the errors of other nations,
they will carefully avoid the cultivation of vines.
In every country where they have been culti-
vated, for one rich man, they have made a num-
ber wretched.

The long and confiderable advances which
vines require, the preparation, prefervation, and
fale, of their produce, have put all the good
vineyard plots into the hands of rich people,
who not cultivating thefe themfelves, pay the
real cultivator very badly. The falary of the
wretched vine-drefler is every where inevitably
fixed ; the time he does not work not being
calculated, and few wine countries offer any
employ by which loft time may be filled up ;
and otherwife, the variations in the prices of the
moft neceflary commodities occafioned by a
thoufand caufes, by the abundance or even {car-
city of wine, are not confidered for him,

Would it be believed, that abundance i$ the
moft unfortunate thing that can happen, either
to the proprietor or the vine-dreflfer? In falt,
the expence of gathering augments, and the

pricc
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price of the thing diminithes. There is /morc
work to be done, more hands are ncccﬁhry, and
they are paid more wages ; more hogtheads are
wanted, the expences of catriage greater, more
{pace is required, the fale is lefs, and confe-
quently the income*.

The f{carcity of wines, or the fterility of the
vineyard, is perhaps lefs unfortunate than the
abundance, at leaft to the proprietor. But it
18 cruell& felt by the vine-dreffer, and thofe
wandering troops of day labourers, whom the

® The day's work of a vintager varies according to the
fcareity or abundance of wine, from fix to fifty fols. The
price of hogtheads has likewife variations in a different price,
frem three to fifteen livres. There are years wherein the
price of the hogfhead is higher than that of the wine which it
contains.

The proprietor who eftablithes his expegces upon his re«
wenues, is every year deceived by thofe ome vineyard. In
one year he receives at the rate of 20 for 100 ; the fecond year
his vineydrd is perhaps deftroyed by hail ; the third he is ex-
pofed to bankrupcy, or to fuffer by ity or his wines turn four ;
the fourth he may have but a mederate produce, which will
not compenfate for his preceding lofles. In ten years time a
proprietor would fcarcely find an average year which was to-
lerably good ; yet, as men love to exaggerate their riches and
means, each proprietor calculates his revenue upon the higheft -
produce thathis vineyard has ever yielded : the greateft part of
them fpend in confequence, and are ruined.

ingratitude
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ingratitude of t’hcir foil, or a bad government,
ferces to go from home in fearch of em-
ploy.

The numerous variations which have an in-
fluence upon the produce of the vineyard, make
it very inconvenient property, and triflingly ad-
vantageous *. ‘The return muft be waited for

* when much has been gathered; payments muft
* be made when there has been but little, The
. proprietor muft therefore have other refources,
whether it be to wait or to pay.. The vine-
dreff{cr, unhappy enough to have a property ¥,
without any of thefe refources, ruins himfelf
fooner or later. He is obliged to fell at a low
price {, or,to confume his wines himfelf;

thence

* It is a proverb in France, that there is no property worfe
conditioned than that of the vineyard.

+ The fituation of a vine-dreffer is different according to
the cuftom of countries. In fome he is hired only by the day,
and there he is completely wretched. In others, as in Swit-
zerland, he has half of the produce, But an unjuft and tyran-
nical tax, Taid on by the proprietors themfelves, reduces this
half to a quarfter part. _ ’

t Such i nearly the fituation of moft of the vine-dreflers
of Aunis, who are proprietors. They are at the mercy of the
rich farmers of that country. © When winter comes, the vine-
drefler has ncither bread nor money. Hc goes to the farmer,
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thenoe refolts his fhupidity and idlenefs, his dif-
couragement, his dull and quarrelfome humour, .
and efpecially the ruin of his héulth. Too much
winie 1n the time of abundancc; o bread in that
of fearcity; thefe are the two alternatives which
divide his life.

Therefore countries covered with vineyardsy
are generally lefs peopled, and prefent a pickure
of a degenerated, weak, and wretched popula-

_tion. For the moft part they want hands to
’ciltivate the vineyard in a feafon when work

cannot be delayed. It is done by thefe bands
of ftrangers; of whom I have already fpoken,
and who come to fell fome days work to the
poor vine-dreffer.

The cuitivation of a vineyard eannot be bet-
ter compared than to thofe manufaltures, of

alks hint for both : the farmer fays I wilt accommodate yor,
give me your note. The bufhel of wheat is werth fix livres,
oblige yourfelf to return me; at a eertain epocha, the quantity
of wheat which fhall be fold for fix livres, He aiways takes
care to fix the time when corn is at a low price. The obli-
gation is pafled, the moment of payment arrives ; the vine-
drefler, who has corn; gives more than he has reeeived. If
he has nope, he is ftill more embarraffed 3 the farmer prefles
him, you have wine fays he, fell it me. But at what price?
The farmer offers a very low one. It is refufed, he threatens,
the poor vine-drefler is obliged to suin himfelf, and this fcene
is annually repeated.

3 which
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which the hopes of f{uccefs are founded, upon
the low price of workmanfhip, and which en-
rich none but the’ undcrtakers, and retailers or
thopkeepers.

The pernicious influence of the vine is ex-
tended, in wine countries, to even thofe who
do not cultivate it ; for the cheapnefs of wine
leads to excefles, and confequently it becomes
a poifon for all ranks of fociety, for thofe efpe-
cially who find in it a means of forgetting thcu’
forrows.

Therefore, as I have -already remarked, in-
duftry carefully avoids thefe dangerous vine-
yard plots. None of the great manufactures,

whofe fuccefs is the confequence of order, affi-
duity, and labour, are feen in the nclghbourhood
of them.

The refult of all thefe obfervations is, that
the Americans ought to profcribe the cultiva-
tion of the vine.

It would infallibly render mlfcrablc that clafs
of fociety which fthould apply itfelf to it, and in
a republic there fhould be none who are
wretched, becaufe want obliges them to difturb
civil order, or, what is worfe, becaufe they are
at the command of the rich by whom they are

H 2 paid,
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paid, and who may make ufe of them to de-’
ftroy republicaniim *.

Confidered with refpe& to the proprietors, the
vine ought ftill to be profcribed by the United
States ; becaufe every profeffion or calling, fuf-
Zeeptible of too great a variation of fortune,
which fometimes heaps up riches to one perfon,
and at other reduces to indigence individuals in
c4ly circumftances, ought carefully to be avoid-
ed.—Economy, fimplicity, private virtues, are
not attached to fuch changeablenefs.

* They are found in the bofom of mediocrity
only, from eafinefs of circumfitances, founded
upon that kind of toil whofe produce is con-
ftatit . Such is that of agriculture in general;
it embraces divers produttions, which, in cafe

of accident, replace each other {.
' Finally,

* The mein fanguage of fHopkeepers, who humbly offer
théir merchandize, has already begun to find its way into the
American papers,

+ The Indians are almeft all cultivators or weavers, which
is the reafon why private morals have been better preferved
among thefe people than any whete elfe, in fpite of the ex-
deffes of defpotifm. v '

1 What recompence would be confiderable enough for an
ingenious nrany who fhould give to humanity the means of

preferving potatoes for feveral years, efpecially if the procefs
were

wi

ne
of
an



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 101

Finally, if it be infifted that wine is necef-
fary to man, let it not ftupify him; it fhould
be ufed with moderation, and its dearnefs alone
may oblige men to be moderate in the ufe of
it. It being greatly the intereft of the Ameri-
can Republics to remove all excefles from indi-
viduals, in order to prevent this degeneracy,
they ought to keep perpetually at a diftance
from them a produ&ion, whofe dearnefs will
prevent the abufe of it, whofe cultivation would
render it cheap, and confequently bring on dan-
gerous excefles both to policy and morals ¥,

'The catalogue which I have juft gone over,
of the evils and abufes occafioned by the cul-
ture of vimes, will not induce the French to
pull up theirs. But it ought at lcaf-t.-to excite

were imple and not expenfive? In that cafe want would be
no longer feared. The embarrafiment about the legiflation
of corn would difappear, and mifery perhaps be driven from
among men, e
* It will be objeGed, that men employed in agriculture,
bhave need of wine to fupport them in their labour. This is
but an opinion: there are found, in countries where it is leaft
ufed, vigorous and indefatigable men, In truth, wine con-
tains an allive fpirit which may fupply the want of fubftantial
aliment, and.it is for this reafon the peafants have recourfe to
wine or brandy, which is more within their reach. Give
them meat and potatoes, and they will eafily do without wine,

H 3 them
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them to increafe in foreign markets the con-
fumption of wines, in order to keep up their
price, and confequently to diminith a part of
the evils which they produce. This wilf" be
doubly advantageous, by an additional c;;térior
profit, and a diminution of interior ill. Nobody
will deny that French wines muft obtain the
preference in the United States. Theydye the
moft agreeable, the moft varied, and wholcfomc,
if moderately ufed ; the lealt prejudicial, if ufed
to excefs. They ought to be the bafis of our
exportations to America ; po nation can raife a
competition with us. Lord Sheffield himfelf
pays this homage to our wines; but in order
to affure to them this advantage for ever, the
art of makmg, preferving, and tranfporting
them muft be i improyed.
In general we are at prefent far from this *

ignorance,

* T will quote, for inftance, the wines of Provence, which
by their ftrength ought to be capable of fupporting the longeft
voyages ; and by their analogy to the wines of Portugal would
have the greatcﬂ fuccefs in the United States, if thcy were
properly prepared. Thefe wines haye hltherto been in the
loweft repute in the North, in the Indian and American colo-
nies ; and that becaufc, on one hand, the fitters out of veflels
brought them without choofing, and on the other, the indivi-
dual having no idea of the culture of vines, nor of the pre-

paration
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ignorance, old prejudices, difcouragement of
the people, im-poﬁ on exportation ; all concur
to retard the progrefs of improvement.

The United States (thefe ftates of {o new a
date) already furnith us the model of an inftitu-
tion, which alone would encourage the culture
of corn and viges, and make the momentary
snconvenience of abundant vintages, which ruin
the proprietor aid farmer, difappear.

This inftitution, cafy to be naturalized in
France, would have two branches, a depofit in
the public magazines of the productions of the
earth ; certificate or billets of depofit which
would form an authentic title for the difpofing
proprietor, transferable without formalities at
the cuirent price, like all other public effe&s.

It is thus, that in Virginia means haye been

paration of wiae, mixed the white grape with the red, did not
diftinguifh the plants, the foil, nor fituation; cured it by rote,
without paying a_xten_ti'on to the difference of years and quali-
ties; put into his tubs, to give, as he pretended, a higher fla-
vor to his wine, all {ortg of deteftable ingredients, fuch as falt,
lime, plaifter, and pigeon’s dung; putit into bad cafks of
chefout~tree ; left in them a year’s fediment, and never drew
off the wine, fo that it was always mere inclined to turn four
then any other wine, and therefore became ligde fit for a fo-
reign voyage,

H 4 found
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found to {upply the want of money *, and to
gi\'c, at the time of reaping, a real and ufeful
value to tobacco, which, without that, waiting

for a demand, lies heavy upon the proprietor.
This is not the place to examine this idea
profoundly, neither to defiroy the objetions
which will be made againft it.  This proje&
may conftitute the matter of a memoir by it{elf.
I give here nothing more than‘ the title . |
People

* The Virginians have given another example which
proves how eafy it is to do without money. Many countries
near to-the Obio, having none of it, the general affembly re-
folved, they fhould pay their quota of imports in hemp and
flax, which fhould be depofited in the public magazines.

+ If it were wifhed that this projet fhould fucceed, it
would be ablolutely neceflary to put away all poffibility of an
abufe unpunifhed. It would perhaps be neceflary, that go-
vernment fhould take no part, nor have any influence in it.
This precaution will be exclaimed againft, but let us once
more caft our eyes upon England. If there be a govcrnmcnt
upon ecarth whofe hands are tied, whofe ﬂeps are watched,
whofe altions are brought to light, to public cenfure, and
confequently, whofe fecret attempts are lefs to be feared by
the people, it is that of England.  See what the aftonifhing

inifter, who is now at the head of affairs, propofes to hinder
he intervention and influence of the Englith government in
he new plan of rcdcmpglon of the public effets and of their

ecreafe. He infifts, ‘that the commiffioners who fhall be

charged with it, fhall be always independent of gevernment ;
that thcy fhall be public agenis, and that no force fhall con-
ftrain
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People in the United States, complain of an
abufe in the commerce of the French wines,
which abufe, it is of importance to remedy in

ftrain them to alienate from its object the money deftined to
pay off or leflen the public debt.

This minifter clearly pc.rceivcd, that the confidence of the
people ought to he guined at any price, for the eftablitlhment
which exifts but by confidence; and that in fuch a cafe, the
facrifice of power'would fignify nothing to a government
which is really willing to prevent abufes,

The advantages refulting from a plan like this are vifible.
Public depofitories would fupply the defect of ability in thofe
who could not lay up the produltions of the earth. = They
would prevent fquandering, lofles, and fcarcity, and eftablifh
a more conftant uniformity in prices as well as in quantities :
want of confidence would at firft perhaps hinder the ufe of
thefc magazines, caves, or cellars of thele public refervoirs.
But this would not long be the cafe, if fincerity, order, and
gconomy, reigned in thefe eftablithments. It is an advantage
which might have been procured by means of provincial ad-

miniftrations, and which perhaps will never be enjoyed but

under their aufpices.

With refpect to the billets or notes of commodities or produc-
gions, it is feen how greatly they would increafe national riches,
how quickly the mifery of the peafants would difappear, if
thefe notes circulated as value in commerce, and if the vine-
dreflfer could change his note of depofit for produions of
which he was in need. The monopoly of rich cultivators
would then be overturned ; of cultivators who fuck up the
whole fubfiftence of the vine-dreffer, and, by avaricious ad-
vances, reduces him to their will,

the
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the moft {peedy manner, if we would not de-
ftroy the commerce in its origin. Illicit com-

jerce produced there before the revolution
gbod Bourdeaux wine, becaufe it i5 a properiy of
Jmuggling 1o grve that which is of fuperior quality,
and at a cheaper rate.

Now, fince the.peace, wines fent from
France have not been, as it is afferted, of a
good quality. Tt is poflible that from greedi-
nefs they may fometimes have been adulterat-
ed. But this tranfient abufe which the mer-
chant may eafily deftroy whenever he pleafes,

by choofing in the United States commiflioners

whofe reputation 1s untouched ; this abufe, I
fay, ough:t not to ftop the ‘exportations of
France.—~Wine, if it be good, will always find
confumers.—Nothing but intelligence and fin-
cerity are neceffary to fucceed in this, for na-
ture has done the reft for France.

The Americans prefer, in general, the wine
which -is carried to them in bottles, becaufe
they believe it lefs fubject to become fharp, or
to change on the voyage. On' the firft view,
it feems advantageous to France to furnith its
wines with this envelope, becaufe it is a new
opening for its glafs-ware. But if it be recol-
lected, what a prodigious quantity of combufti-

' bles
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bles glafs manufactures require, to the {enfible
deftrution of forefts, it appears imprudent to

encourage a commerce which cannot but ang-
ment it rapidly. At leaft, before'it be encou-
raged, it would be neceflary to haye very cer-
tain accounts of the number of glafs manufac-
tories in the kingdom, of their confumption of
wood and charcoal, of their produce and expors
tation wgnd finally of our forefts and mines.

SECTION 1IL
BRANDY.

The rapid progrefs lately made in“chymiflry,

has difcovered in moft of the fruits of the earth,

the falts and fpirits which conftitute the effence
of brandy ; this difcovery has been turned to
advantage ; there refults from it a confiderable
abatement in the price of that liquor, that is to
fay a very great evil ; thig proves, by the way,
that there are difcoveries in phyfics ,which
fhould not be reyealed without having firft con-
fidered théir morgl and political effets, and hav-
ing indicated to government the means of pre-
venting their inconveniencies; it alfo proves,

that
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that a chymift ought not to be a chymift only,

but a politician alfo.

The brandies of France are generally looked
upon as the beft, that is to fay, the moft deli-
cate and leaft pernicious: therefore they ob-
tain the preference with people in eafly circum-
ftances.

A great deal of brandy is confumed by the
common people; but this is counter-balanced
at home and abroad by {pirits drawn from grain,
fruit, or {ugar.

Rum, which is produced from the latter, has
had, and ever will have, in the United States, -
the preference over our brandies, by reafon of
its cheapnefs. The Americans, efpecially the
Boftonians, import melafles from the fugar
iflands and diftil it, and independently of their
confumption, they re-fetl g great part of it to
the inhabitants of the fame iflands, who cannot
diftil it for want of combuftibles.

Befide rum, the Americans make ftrong fpi-
rits from grain, potatoes, &c. They are in-
debted for this to the Irifh and Germais whao
have gone to fettle in the United States. A
pernicious prefent thofe emigrants have made
them.

In Jreland the cheapnefs of fpirits made from

grain,
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crain, places them within the reach of the
pooreft man. The loweft clafles of fociety ufe
them to an incredible excefs; and this excefs
contributes not a little to promote that quarrel-
fome humour which chara&erifes the Irith, to
plunge them into ftupidity,. and hinder them
from rifing to that degree of profperity to
which the liberty of commerce they have lately
obtained ought to carry them.

The Americans would already have experi-
enced a part of that degradation of which the
exceffive ufe of ftrong liquors is the caufe, if
they were not almoft all proprietors, in eafy
circumftances, and fathers of families ; if inftruc=-
tion and’ morals were not more generally pro-

pagated among them than among any other
people ; and, finally, if the quick and confider-
able profits which workmen ther'e obtain by the
high price of workmanthip, did not give them
a falutary ambition which. keeps them from 1n-

temperance *.

Thofe

* The temperance of the Americans proves, that a man is
honeft when ke is happy. He is ncither vicious nor criminal,
except when be is wretched.  What therefore is the firftcaufe
of his vices and crimes? - The caufe of his wretchednefs.~ The
genealogy of almoft all crimes ic—no property or want of
employ—caufe of wretchednefs of the people—wretchednefs

the
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Thofe of the United States *, where the peo-
ple have gone from fimple and primitive man-
ners, where luxury begins to reign, where fla-

the caufe of drunkennefs—drunkennefs the caufe of quarrels
~—of idlenefs, of mifery, of thefts.<=T hefts caule imprifonment
¢ apd capital punifhments.

The firft link only to which a defect of property is attach-
ed, remains to be remarked. It is not neceflary to name it.
But it arifes from this genealogy, that in the attual order of
things, the people being drawn into vices and crimes, are lefs
culpable than they are imagined; confequently, they ought
not to be fo feverely punithed, and that government fhould
fupprefs too fevere pains. This truth cgonet be too often re-
peated, and it ought to be joined ttyery circumftance
when opportunity offers, feeing that thye lift of bloody execu-
tions is every where augmented, and that narrow minds which
fee the atrocity only of the crime, without perceiving its caufe,
inceflantly demand blood for expiation. ‘There would be
but few fcaffolds if none but real criminals mounted them.

# See Smith’s Voyage to the Southern Uhited States,
where a defcription of the life of the Carolinians is given.
This author makes it appear, that they drink to excefs the
+ ftrongeft liquors, although the climate be extremely hot.
By this they abridge their lives, and appear old in the flower
of youth. This is one of the caufes of the mortality among
the Englith in the Eaft Indies; they have introduced there
the ufe of wines and ftrong liquors, and they are victims to
them. The Indians make no ufe of thefe, and live to a great
age.

In quoting Smith, the European readers ought to be put
on their guard againft Englifh partiality, which reigns through-
out the work. |

very
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 111

very fill exifts, are daily witnefles to the
ravages caufed by the exceflive ufe of fpirits

made from grain *,

A long habit is difficult, and often 1mpoﬂible,
to thake off, efpecially when it procures enjoy-
ments.  Therefore, it is not to be expected
that the Americans will ever renounce the ufe\
of thefe liquors. ‘The philofopher fighs at
this; commercial nations, which turn to profit
the misfortunes and caprices of mankiund, ftrive
to take advantage of it. France will have the
advantage +, if fhe can reduce the price of
brandies to the level of that of rum. Govern-
ment, in order to aim at this point, has already
perceived the ncceflity of lowering the duties
on the exportation of thefe fpirits.

But ought it to favour, with fo much com-
plaifance, the diftillation and exportation of
brandies ? I do not think {o ; this new opinien
feems to be a paradox; it will ceafe to appear

* All brandies, except thofe from fugar and wine, are perni-
cions, efpecially when new. They cannot be drank without
immediately difordering the body, The molt trifling excefs
is fufficient to caufe death,

t Lord Sheffield agrees that the brandies of France are
preferable to thofe of Spain and Portugal, of which there is
neverthelefs fomne confumption in the United States.

fo,
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foy when it fhall have been examined with at-

tention.
The diftillation of brandies, caufe a great

decay of combuftibles: one great evil in a
country where combuftibles daily become more

rare ¥,

The &xportationvf brandy produces but little
to the revenue. To encourage this article, it
has been noceflary to take off the impoft, which
at prefent is no more than five fols per hogf-
head, whilft wine pays a duty of at leaft an
hundred fols, and in the Bordelois from that

fum‘ to twenty-eight livres +.
Government

* All the provinces of France, thofe even to which nature
has refufed the means of tranfporting their wood to others,
feel the fcarcity of this article. Lorrain may be quoted as an
inftance. 'The forefts of that province decay, as it is report-
ed, in the profpetus of a price upon pit-coal, propofed by the
academy of Nanci—the dearnefs of wood is exceflive there.
The caufe of this inconvenience is not difficult to aflign; it
is the neceffary confequence of forges, glafs-houfes, falt-pits,
&c. The academy requires pit-coal to be fought for, to
ferve inftead of wood. A more fimple mecans would be to
deftroy forges and glafs-houfes, and to get iron and glafs from
America.

+ Government has, fince this work has been written, fuf-
pended the duties paid by the wines of Bourdeaux and Lan-

guedoc. This fufpenfion was granted upon a remonitrance,
importing

to

th
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‘Government ought to have done the reverfe,

to have reduced the duties on wines, and aug-
mented thofe upon brandies.

The exportation ef “brandies is prejudicial to
the confumption of our wines, for it is the ba-
fis of all made wines 1n countries where wine
1s not produced. It is put intoa great quantity
of water ; to which is added bay berries, every
where to be found. Wine brandies are indif-
penfable in this fabrication, no other can fupply
their place, becaufe they only can give to arti-
ficial wines the winy tafte which is eflential to
make them drinkable.

What immenfe gain to ftrangers in this pro-
cefs—and what lofs to France! A barrel of
brandy which pays a trifling duty on exporta-
tion, whofe tranfport cofts but little on account
of its contrated bulk, may be added to five or
fix barrels of water, which coft nothing, and
by the aid of fugared ingredients, which give
colours, may enter into competition with fix
barrels of wine, that pay confiderable duties on

importing that there was an enormous quantity of wines at
Bourdeaux, and which the holders dared not export, that they
might not be obliged to advance the high duties. This proves,
that im‘poﬁs occafion a ftagnation.

Nor, 11, I exportation ;
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cxportation 3 and whofe exportation and tran{-
port 1s very expenfive.

Therefore, 1n diftilling and exporting bran-
dies, we work for the intereft of our rivals;
we give them an eafly means of doing without
our wines. What folly! What would people
{ay of an Alchymift, who having found the
philofophes’s ftone, thould eommunicate his fe-
cret to his rivals, who would make ufe of it to
his prejudice.

And yet this operation fo prejudicial to
France has been favoured by government. It
encourages diftillers ; that is, it raifes up enc-
mies_againft the meliorating vineyards and
wines ; and efpecially againft the art of pre-
ferving the latter. It would be mueh more
prudent and adWgptageous to difcourage diftille-
ries. In faét, the diftillation of brandies is for
the vineyard proprietor a laft refource, which
proves his ruin *.

SECTION

* In the Orleanois, fix barrels at leaft of wine are neceffary
to make one of brandy. The wine of this country, when it
is drinkable, is fold on an average at thirty Vivres a barrel.
The fix barrels produce one hundred and thirty livres, and
reduced to brandy they fearcely produce eighty. Thus the
proprietor fuffers a lofs of one hundred.  Brandies fent abroad,

where they diminith the fale of winé, can bear no exportation
duty.
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SECTION IL

‘OILS, OLIVEsS, DRY-FRUITS, &C.

Thefe articles are fo many wants with the
Americans of eafy fortune, and efpecially thofe
in the northern States. Our fouthern Provin-
ces, which produce fuch delici‘ous fruits, cannot
in this refpe@ fear any competition. They are
alfo articles which have hitherto beft fuccdeded
in adventures made from Marfeilles,

Moreover, all that Europe will be able
furnith ofﬁ*’ihcm, will find room in the United
States ; they will accompany our wines, and
we can join with the fame eafe and certainty
of fale, perfumeries, anchovies, verdigrife, &c.
as well as an hundred other little things taken
by the Englith from Marfeilles, and of which

they have created a want to the Americans,

duty, Wines, on the contrary, pay a confiderable one. Let
thefe calculations be anfwered. The Englith themfelves
ought not to admit the brandies of France, becaufe, in filling
England with artificial wines, they are prejudicial to their
wine duty, ‘The prohibition of brandies would, under this
double afpect, be advantageous to both countries,

1.2 Lord
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Lord Sheffield, in his work, makes Spain,
Portugal, and Italy, furnifh the United States
with thefe commodities. I wifh he had been
fincere enough' to give the advantage to France.
France is fo generally known to fell thefe pro-
du&ions in the States of America, that it is
equally aftonithing this writer fhould have
been ‘ignorant of it, or filent upon the fubject.
This fac, by proving his/partiality, ought to
- put readers upon their guard againit his affer-
tions.

SECTION 1V,

CLOTHS.

People governed By a free conftitution are
naturally grave and deliberate. They prefer,
iy every thing they ufe, geodnefs to elegance,
what s folid to that which is fubje& to the
caprices of mode. Therefore as long as the
independent Americans enjoy their excellent
conftitution, they will prefer clothes of cloth to
thofe of the moft brilliant ftuffs.

Moreover its beauty, pliancy, ftrength, and
duration, render it more generally fit for this

ufel
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ufe in any climate whatfoever: cloth fecures
the body from the excefes of cold as well as
from thofe of heat. It refifts rain; in a word
it unites every convenience; and if it be the
univerfal clothing of people in a middling ftate,
it offers equally to the rich, but reafonable man,

“a choice proper to fatisfy his tafte, and to pro-

portion ‘his expences to his means.

The manufa&ture of cloths is in the num-
ber of thofe complicated manufadtures which
employ throughout the year a great number of
workmen by the day; therefore it will not
be fuitable to the Americans, fo long as that
clafs of men which produces thefe workmen
fhall be able to employ themfelves more ufe-
fully in the clearing of lands, and in cultivation
n general.

A manufature of woollen ftuffs, proper for
the clothing of the country proprietor, his fa-
mily, and fervants, may, without doubt, be af-

Aociated into the labours of the field ; but ma-

nufactures of this kind, although very impor-
tant n themfelves, can only be applied to
coarfe and unfinithed ftuffs, The interrupted
feifure of the peafant permits him to do nothing
which 1s complicated. Card, {pin, weave, and

I3 bleach,
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bleach, is all that he ean do*. If it be necef-
fary for him to go beyond thefe, he will find
a greater advantage in fetling his raw materials,
or even with their firft preparations, if they be
fimple, and to draw from the manufaltures,
properly fo called, the articles of which he is
in need. .
We owe little gratitude to thofe of our fpe-
culators who immediately after the peace dif-
perfed our cloths in the United States. If one
{park of public fpirit had animated them, they
would have perceived the precious and honour-
able fervice which they were able to render to
their country in thefe firlt adventures, by giv-

ing to the Americans a great idea of the ftate
of our manufactures. Thefe people were well
difpofed, by the fuccour France had given them,
to cherifh its inhabitants, to efteem their cha-

* As long as there arc lands to be cleared, the leifure
which agriculture affords will be very fhort, becaufe every
feafon is proper for this employ, except when too greata
quantity of fhow ftops the work. The intervals of leifure
become regularly eftablithed, when the fyftem of cultivation
is fixed, and the foil entirely difpofed thereto. [Then under-
takings are calculated upon their duration; but, in general,
fimple work, which requires no workfhop, po confiderable ap-
paratus, is that only which agrees with agriculture.
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ralter, ind receive their produ&ions. They
were well difpofed to abjure the contempt and
averfion with which the Englith had infpired
them for their rivals and their produétions, and
to give France the preference in every thing. .
Why has avarice, by a miferable calculation,
rendered thefe good difpofitions of no effet ?
Men were willing to gain, to gain greatly ; to
make what is called a good ftroke, in taking
advantage of the diftrefs of the Americans, and
forcing them to take thofe commodities which
were unfit for every other market *.

This dithonefty has counterbalanced the fer-
vice rendered them; for the imprudent and -
wretched young man, whofe throat is cut by
an ufurer, owes him no acknowledgment. A
greater evil to France has been the confequence
—her cloths have loft their reputation in the

* I do not accufe any body; byt I can certify, upon the
authority of the moft refpectable eye witnefles, that fome of
thefe outcaft cloths fell at the end of fix months wear into
{hreds. :

The Americans were fo ftruck by this, that Mr. Laurens,
after having received two millions, which France lent to the
United States, employed a part of that fum to buy Englifh
cloths. Complaints were made ; he anfwered that it was his

duty to buy better and cheaper cloths,

‘ 14 United
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United States. But let the Americans unde-
ceive themfelves; let them not attribute to the
nation the fault of a few individuals; let them
not have a bad opinion of our cloths, becaufe
fome bad ones have been fent to them. The
fame accident would have happened to Englifh

~cloths if, in a like cafe, there had been Englifh

merchants avaricious enough, and {o far ftrangers
to the public good, as to fend their refufe to
the United States ¥,

* Englith merchants love as well as others to get money,
and there are among them thofe who, for the love of gain,
would trample under foot every patriotic confideration. But
the public fpirit of the generality of them puts, in England
more than elfewhere, a check u;;on the thameful enterprizes
of avarice ; confequently the greater part of the merchants
never abandon the national interefts in their fpeculations, nei-
ther the honour of Englith commerce, nor the reputation of
their manufa&ures. It is thus they are become the principal
agents for furnithing every fpecies of manufacture to the
whole world. When it happens that any of them facrifice
pational reputation to views of private intereft, honeft patriots
generally prefer accufations againft them before a public tri-
bunal, and then the culprit is not fuffered to ‘anfwer by clan-
deftine memoirs to public and fubftantial accufations ; this ob-
fcure and cowardly refource is held in too great contetnpt to
be made ufe of. There remains nothing to the culprit but

*filence or falfehood; in both cafes he is dithoncured in the

opinion of the public, which affelts and marks every indivi-
dual, without refpet to rank, power, or riches

The
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The Americans who come among us, ftudy
the nature of the intercourfe which we. fhall
one day have with the United States; they
know that our manufaurers poffefs all the
means which give to Englith cloths their repu-
tation ; that they make them in the fame man-
ner, and that the fyperfines are fuperior to thofe.
of England; that in general dying is better uns
derftood with us, and carried to a greater per-
fetion: in thort, that it depends but on fome
¢ircumf{tances eafy to be got over, to make the
cheapnefs of our workmanfhip affure us the
preference to the Englith with refpect to
cloths.
~ Lord Sheffield, in avowipg the fuperiority of
our fine cloths, and of their chcapnefs,bbfcrves,
that the greateft confumption of the Americans
is of common cloths, with rcfpe&\ to which
Flance cannot enter into a compctltlon with
England. And. he draws from it this confe-
quence, that the inconvenience of dividing the
demands to compofe aflortments, and the confi-
deration of the {mall quantity of fine cloth ne-
ceffary to form them, will caufe thefe to be
ordered: in England, notwithftanding the ad-
vantage there would be in getting them from
France.

But
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But why fhould we not furnith common
cloths to the United States, fince the labour of
our manufaturers is cheaper than that of Eng-
land ? Iteis becaufe the Englith wool is cheaper
than ours. The Englith grow their own wool,
and ftand in no need of foreign wool, except a
little Spanifh, indifpenfable to fuperfine cloths.
On the coutrary, we import more than half of
the wool we mansfa&ture mto cloth., M. I3
Platicre fays there are thirty-five millions of
fheep kept in Great Britain, each of which, he
affirms, produces on an average at lealt fix
pounds of wool. It ﬁs the breed of theep
which gives to England fuch an amazing
fuperiority over all other nations in her wool-
Jen manuefa@tures. France ought to encou-
fage the breed of theep and the deftru&ion
of wolves®, M. la Platiere faw this evil,
and had courage to publith it in the Encyclo-

* In the time of the monarlchy there was an office called
Lauveterie, or Mailer of the French King’s wolf-hounds, and
bis affociates received a trifling recompence for the head of
cvery wolf they killed: of whom this falt is well attefted.
There is a2 fmall diftri@, the fub-delegate of which put into
bns apéount the price of ten, thoulund wolves heads. The
guamity appeared extraordinary to the minilter. The affair
was examined. The fub-delegate was difcharged. Baut hg
who prompted him to the alt went unpunifhed,

: ’ pedie




UNITED S§TATES OF AMERICA. 123

ppdic Methodique. Platiere was called a man
of pretenfions. The fame title was given ta
Dr. Price in London when he predicted the
lofs of the Colonies. The minifterial heads of
that country laughed at the prophet, but the
event proved he was right,

S/;GTION V.

~ LINENS.

There are two principal {pecies of linen-dra-
pery, which are fubdivided into a multitude
of others.

The firft fpecies contains linen properly fo
called; that is to fay, linen which ferves to
make fhirts, fheets, table linen, and all the linen
made ufe of for every purpofe of cleanlinefs.

Thefe linens are made with hemp, flax, or
cotton ; this laft article is employed when the
two former ones are fcarce, it is fometimes
mixed with flax,

The manner of making thefe linens is very
fimple ; they are made in all parts of Europe *.

" Thofe

* If there be a country..u}hcrc the manufa@ure of linens is
encouraged, it is in Ireland, particularly fince its refurrection
into the political world. Parliament has eftablifhed a tom-
mittee which is particularly employed about this manufacture,

and which grants very confiderable. fuccours to manufacturers.
- There
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Thofe countries where religious or political
defpotifm difcourages induftry ; where the nu-
merous nftitutions of charity, ivented to di-
vert the attention of defpair from mifery, nou-
rifh idlenefs ; thefe countries are the only ones
wherein this manufaétire does not merit the
attention of the political obferver.

There is one who has obtained more than thirty theufand
pounds fterling frog#agovernment, and whofe manufaéture
cmploys .tw'o’thoufar?;mcn and women, and fix hundred chil-
dren.

T'his committee names infpe&tors to examine the ftate of
manufaltures, and afterwards to make reports, or give a ge-
peral defeription of their fituation, of the number of workmen
they employ, of their produce, refources, wants, &c |

Still more has been done in lreland, to encourage the cam-

‘merce of linen; great edifices have been built, and deftined to

reccive them, as well as thofe who come to offer them for
fale. The moft confiderable market being at Dublin, three
or four times a year, linen merchants from the North, whe
have bleach yards, ceme to Dublin with their aflortments,
They find in thefe edifices, places for their linens and for
themfelves to lodge in, all at no expence.—They meet Eng-
lith buyers or otheg who go there to gather together all
their “purchafes.—Like depofitories are eftablithed in the
North ; they are effentially neceflary to thofe manufaltures,
the articles of which are gathered in the ‘country.—Whgre

they exift, expences are lefs, and work is better paid for. |

" 'When thefe infpedtors are honeft, and men of under-
flanding, their 'reports are evidences of fucceds. Then ex-
ample has a fingular influence upon indpftry.
_ ‘ Every
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Every where elfe, the coﬁntry people em-
ploy, more or lefs, the leifure which their
kind of life affords them to fpin and weave
hinen. Moft of the farmers and proprietors
who enjoy a little eafe, or who are not afraid
of letting it appear, fow hemp or flax, and draw
from their foil and the work of their hands the
linen which covers their bodies and fupplies:
therr family.

The Englith have added other caufes to thofe
which produce low-priced workmanthip: their
aftonifhing induftry, Nheir obferving genius,
their ever calculating mind, have invented for
the fpinning, &c. of cotton, and for weaving,
{everal machines which ftill furpafs the cheap-
nefs to be expected from the leifure of the in-
habitants of the country.

As thefe machines are infenfibly introduced
into countries, it may be expeted that the low
price of linen-drapery will be every where ef-
tablifhed.

But notwithftanding the "multiplication of
thefe machines, nations which/ groan under a
bad government, or are grown rufty in old and
wretched habits, will always depend, for that
article - of neceflity, upon thofe which  have:
eftablithed bounds to their government, but

none
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none for their induftry, which muft conftantly
increafe.

It refults from thefe facts, that the United
States will always have, in proportion to the
increafe of their population and culture; lefs

recourfe to ftrangers for that principal kind of
linen-drapery whofe manufature is fo well
affociated with the labours of the field *,

Very fine linens muft be excepted; they
are deftined for luxuryy and the individuals em-
ployed in manufa@uring them are condemned
to vegetate miferably in cities, rolling perpetu:
ally in the fame circle of mechanical labours t.

It

® The Arerican women aré renowned for their induftry
in the condué of their houfes ; they fpin a great deal of wool
or flax 3 they would lofe their reputation and, be defpifed, if
their whole family wete not almoft entirely clothed with the
cloth and linen made in the houfe: if the whole interior of
their ruftic habitation did not bear gvident marks of theif
cleanlinefs and induftry.

+ Manufa&ures are much boafted of, becaufe children are
employed therein from their moft tender agej that is to fay,
that men congratulate themfelves upon making early martyrs
of thefe innocent creatures; for is it not a torment to thefe
poor little beings, whom nature commands us to permit to
take the air and their fports, until they are of riper years, and
their ftrength is become confiderable—Is it not a torment to
them to be a whole day, and almoft every day of their lives,
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It is the unhappy fate of all thofe who are born
in Europe without property, and will not de=

bafe themfelves by domeftic labour.

The United States, where laborious mdivie
duals may with fo much facility become pro-
prictors, are far from that degradation ; and if
they are wife, they will have, for a long time,
the bappinefs not te fee fpun or woven among
them, any of thofe delicate kinds of thread and -
fine linens, which, fought after and bought
up by the opulent, are the real productions of
European mifery.

The fecond fpecies of linens contains what

_is more properly called linen-drapery ; that 1s

employed at the fame work, in an obfcure and infeQed prifon ¥
Muft not the wearinefs and vexation which they fuffer, ob-
fru& the opening of their phyfical and intelle€tual faculties,
and ftupify them ! Muft not there refalt from this a dezene-
rate race, .inclined to automatonifm and flavery? For moft
manufalturés require no cther than mechanical labours, which
a machine would perform as well as a man. It is therefore
impoffible that a man condemned to this kind of employ
fhould net become a machine ; and {tupidity and fervitude are
joined to eath other.=~Thefe traths cannot be too often re.
peated, not to difguft the Europeans with tire mania of manu-
fa@ures ; they are too far advanced to retrall; but to hinder
the Amiericans frofdh ever following the fame caseer.

3 to
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comp

to {ay, cloth made of thread of different colours;
the 1

whether flax or cotton ; or thefe two fubftarices
mixed with others.

The greater part of this drapery requires too of he
complicated a procefs, too varied an apparatus; In
too continued a labour, to be manufatured mvite
otherways thanin thofe particular eftablith- - thefe
ments, fitpdted from neceflity in the neigh- Bu
bourhood‘of cities, and which have no affinity ficien
with a rural life. to co

The art of making well the tiffug, of mixing fuch
the colours, of contrafting them, of imaginary their
-agreeable defigns, of preparing the linen when we a)
it is finithed, &c. this art extenfive, varied,,and - Al
delicate, requires the greateft attention. The 18 on
moft important thing is to do a great deal i it thear
at a little expence, and it is the point to which
the Englith are arrived, with refpeét to that * L
kind generally known under the name of print- et
ed callico. .

This will be for a long time a confiderable piler
article of commerce, between Europe and the cording
United States, which confumes a great deal “ what

Frane

mercia

contrair

of it; and it is an article wherein French “ O";S
o . ma |
indultry, left to its *natural force, and not e:)e);g;
being reftrained by any obftacle, need not-feir citizen

coms- vented
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competxtlona‘ In this, as in moft other articles,
the naturg of things is entirely in favour of
France, [d fuccefs depends wholly on the will
of her government.

In the year |~85/the covernment of France
mvited, by an arret, foreign manufaturers -of

. thefe linens to come and 1cttlc in France.

Bat this invitation is not made in terms fuf-
ficiently clear, or flattering, to induce ftrangers
to come and fettle amongft us; efpecially not
fuch as have a little tenergy and elevation in
their charalers, and it is of thefe alone that
we are in need.

Among different favours granted them, there
18 one which entitles them to the enjoyment of
thewr flate or profeflion, and of their ufages; in

* Lord Sheffield maintains in his'work, that France has
not even limen enough for her own confumption. A com-
mercial diCtionary, printed at Lyons in 1763, -aflures on the
contrary, that- France fends a great deal abroad. If the com-
piler of the di¢tionary fpoke truth, he might be anfwered ac-
cording to the author of Les Etudes de la Nature—« Of
“ what ufe is it to a ftate to clothe foreign nations, when
“ ones own people are¢ quite naked!"'—Thele two writers
may be made to agree, by faying that France, reftored to her
energy, would eafily furpifh linens to foreigners and her own
citizens, and that various interior caufes have hxthcrto pres
vented her from doing-it.

Vor. II, K " that
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that which fhall not be contrary to the laws of the
Kingdom, Ec.

But what fignifies all the vague expreflions
of enjoyment, of ftate and profeflion, liberty
and ufages ! What State is here fpoken of ! I
it of the political, civil, religious, or domeftic
« ftate? Englithmen, independcnf Americans,
- have a political {tate; a political liberty, that is,
a right to take part in the adminiftration of
public affairs ; is this ftate underftood } Is the
liberty .of having a temple for communion, for
marriage according to that communion, under-
ftood, by the liberty of ufages? Why ar¢ not
thefe ufages {pecified ?

And above all, what fignifies thefg words, /%
that which fhall not be contrary to the laws of the
X’z}zga’o;n. If they convey a clear meaning, do
not they completely deftroy the preceding fa-\
vours granted ? or, at leaft, do not they leave
a great uﬁcertainty upon that which is or is
riot granted ? |
‘ Why is not a language clear and without
evafion made ufe of, efpeciaily in treating with
f’(rangcr'e ¢ Inftead of an cquivocél jargon, dan-
gerous in its nature,, becaufe it produces mif-
truﬂ and may give an opening for deceit, why

not ﬁy.to them in clear terms, If you come
within

awith
and

if y
enjo
righ
curyl
Jaw:



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 13'(

awithin our ftates dccompanied by your wives
and childrem,—if you bring your manufaltures,
if you eftablith yourfelves among us, you thall
enjoy all the rights of our fubjets? Thefe
rights are; to poflefs property in the fulleft fe-
curity, and not to be deprived of it but by the
laws, tribunals, &c. 4f you fix your abode
amonrg s, your children will, without obftacle,
be your heirs: youn fhall alfo preferve your re-
ligious opinions. When there fhall be a certain
number of you, you fhall have a temple wherein
to worfhip, according to your own manner, the
Evcrlefting Father ; and you fhall have minif-
ters, and hold aflemblies ; fhall intermarry ac-
,c&(ding to your rules, &c. If France be not
agreeable to you, nothing, abfolutely nothing,
thall -hinder you from l}c:u"ing it, and carrying
with you your riches.” It fhall be told that all
this was meant to be faid by the arret: it
was hecc_fﬁry then to explain it clearly, and
why were thefe-obfcure words added,—n that
which fhall not be contrary to the laws of the
kingdom ?

How fhould a German, an Italian, an Eng-
lithman, who fhould be tempted to eftablith
themfelves in France, be acquainted with your
ancient laws and ordinances? Will they turn
over your innumerable folios? Certainly they will

K 2 nof,
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not, they will flay at home; you will therefore
have failed in“your intentions. On the other
hand, do not they know that a century ago, and

be

civi
1
pof
enc
{trai
conf
moi
cani

even fince that time, thoufands of ordinances
were, and have been made againft the Calvi-
nifts, and that thefe ordinances are not yet re-
pealed? Ought not they to be afraid that thefe
would be brought forth againft them if they
gave the leaft offence? They will remain at

home, and once more you have miffed your )
nati

C
kno

aim.
It is the more neceflary for monarchies not
to difguife under a captious form the advan-

they

tages by which they feek to entice ftrangers;

. . 1
as free ftates, fuch as Ireland and independent blve

. . . . l )
America, do not {ubje@ emigrants to any capi- RION

proa
nifhi
A%
quirt
confi
thin]
to re
conti

tulation or conftraint : they offer them all the
rights of citizep$ the moment they fet their
feet on free ground : and what rights! In Ire-
land that of voting at eleions; in the United
States, that of being ele¢ted themfelves; and
confccincntly the moft feducing right, becaufe
it is the moft proper one to maintain the digni-

ty of a man who has dignity ; the moft proper
more

than
themr

to give it to him who has it not.
When a nation perceives the neceflity of en-
tieinig ftrangers td fettle in it, nothing ought to

be fice :
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be {pared, efpecially in ftates far advanced in
F

civilization.

It is a means of regenerating morals, if it be
pofiible to're;jmcr:-.tc them, and efpecially to
encourage induftry : for in order to exift in a
ftrange land, and to gain 1n it confideration and
confidence, emigrants are forced to have good
morals, probity, and exa@titude. Their example
cannot but have a falutary influence upon the
nation which receives them into its bofom.

Otherwife, having opinions, habitudes, and
knowledge, different from thofe of that nation,
they may help it to break its bad cuftoms, to
give it a greater extent in its views, more cof-
mopolitifm, or of that chara&er proper for ap-
proaching nations to each other, and for dimi-
nifhing national antipathies,

When the advantages which a country ac-
quires by ftrangers who fix themfelves in it are
confidered, it is aftonifhing to fee governments
think fo little about them, and frequently not:
to refpet their rights. They ought, on the
contrary, to protet a ftranger fo much the
more as he feems lefs fupported by the laws
than a citizen ; that he is unacquainted with
them ; that he may eafily be the vi&im of arti-
fice and chicanery ; that it frequently hnppeus

K 3 that
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that he does not underftand the language %

finally, that being alone, he has neither family,:
frignds, nor patrons,

In this fituation, the ftranger ought.to be
environed by the fafe-guard of a particular ad-
miniftration, which fhould watch over his
fafety ; but it is the reverfe of this in many
ftates *..

Thus whillt we fee in- thofe ftates who un-
derftand their interefts better, Frenchmen direcy
the greateft part-of their manufattures, few
ftrangers are feen to come and eflablifls them-.
felves amongft us.

I could quote, as a proof of what I advance,
Known faéts, quite recent ; but I will net write
a book upon every article of exportation ; I wilt
confine myfelf to faying that greas Liberty, and

# If a {tranger be fulpt&ed, few examinations are made,
ke is arrefted—liberty is left to, a citizen, or at leaft he is
treated mildly ;. the ftranger is imprifoned : the fubaltern, in-
folent by reafon of‘the indifference of his fuperiors, treats him
with feverity: for what is there to fear from him? Is the
word with them all,~fet at liberty~~will that ftranger go ahd
make ‘the temple of chicane ring with: his complaints? ' He'
fears, left it may be a new foreft,~ he flies, curling that in-
hofpitable country,

3 S
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Jew vegulatigns *, are the two beft means of im-
proving the linen manufa&tures j all countries,
as well as in France: '

SECTION VL

8ILKS, RIBBONS, SILK-STOCKINGS, GOLD AND
SILVER LACE, &c. '

Thcré are upward$ of feventy thoufand
looms and frames employed in thefe articles,

and one half of the filk made ufe of 'is produc-
ed in the kingdom.

The other ftates of Europe, except Spain and

Italy, are obliged to procure from abroad the
whole of the filk neceflary for the manufatures

* Imight quote, as a proof of what I have faid in the courfe
of this work, that even the regulations which appear favour-
able tasinduftry, are prejudicial to it; the new arret paffed in
favour of French lincns, fubjects them to a ftamp duty, under
the pretext of preventing fraud. The duty appears moderate,
yet the manufaCturers are fenfibly injured by it; morcover it
reftrains them, in fubje&ing them to the caprices of revenue
clerks; and this does not prevent fraud; therefore to prevent
the manufalturer from being robbed, his money is taken from
him, and the robbery ftill takes place; he would prcfcr being
left to defend himfelf againft thieves,

K 4 | which
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which they have eftablithed, in imitation of
thofe of France. " ‘

If there be added to the advantage which
thefe circumftances give to the French, their
fingular aptitude for the manufatture of every
article of luxury; their incredible fecundity in
varying thefe articles ; the abfolute and general
émpire allowed tliem over the tafte and mode
which prefide in thefe manufaftures; an em-
pire {o particular, as to be every where copied ;
no doubt will remain, that French filks, rib-
bons,. filk-ftockings, and lace, will be preferred
to all others in the United States *.

It is not to be feared, that they will be ma-
nufatured there; from the cares, which the

#* Yet Lord Sheffield gives for competition with France,
England and Spain. It is to be obferved that England can-
not undertake with advantage thofe manufa&uTcs wherein

gold and filver are introduced, nor in general thofe which
have for theit bafis the ufe of brilliant metals, Fire is necel-

fary as an agent in (uch- manufaltures, and a coal fire is pre-
judicial to them. The atmofphere in England is perpetually
charged with fulphureous vapours, where contaét tarnifhes, in
a very little time, gold or filver lace, &c. and this perhaps is
the motive, which more than manners, has banithed, ‘and will
for ever exclide this kind of luxury from England; and it is
not a misfordune,

infeér
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infe& that produces the filk, requires, to the
arrival of the tufl’ in the warehoufe where it
is to be fold, almoft all is workmanthip; and

the workmanthip of Europe muﬂ; for a long

time, if not for ever, be even cheaper than that
(ﬁ’ the United States.
“ The confumption® of thofe articles cannct

be

*-Our defign being to diffuade the free Americans from
withing for manufatures, we ought not to lofe the prefent
opportunity of defcribing to them the abufes and inconveni-
encies infeparable from thefe eftablithments. There is none
which has had more fuccefs in France thap that of filk. Yet
fee the frightful defcription given of it by M. Mayet, direftor
of the manufactures of the King of Pruffia, in his Memnoir on
the manufa@ures of Lyons. (Paris, Moutard 1786.) He
andicates as caufes of the decadency of thele manufaltures, the:
drunkennefs of workmen on Sundays, the infedlion of “their
difinal lodgings, bankruptcies which are the refult of. igno-
rance and ditheneily, the ccilation of work during court
mournings, which occafions fome -workmen to emigrate, and
others to fteal, the milconduét of revenue officers, the mono-
poly of filk, &c, abufes fo much the more alarmingy fays M.
Mayet, as they are, for the moft part, the offsprings 'of Tuxu-
ry, and which are produced either by acquired riches, or the
thirlt of agquiring them; it feems as if they could not but
fpring up in manufallures. '

Who can recommend the eftablilhment of manufattures, on

reading the following reflcftions of the fame author 2

« The concurrznce of manufaltures neceflitates ‘shair
“ cheapnefs :
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be very confiderable there®, if America taked
advantage of that opening to which natare calls
her.- Ribbons excepted, the feft are proper for
great cities only ; where vanity being-inceflantly
excited, makes drefs a defirable and almoft ne-
ceflary obje. But thefe great cities will,
without doubt, be very rare in the United

¢ States. It i1s ftill more certain. that the con-

fumption of filks does not, at prefent, form

“ cheapnefs: to Have a preference of fale, it is neceffary to
“ fell at a lower price ; the wages of workmemmuft there-
% fore be moderates; and they muft gain no more than wilt
% find them in neceffaries: the workman muft never be fuf-
¢ fered to enrich himfelfi In becoming ric, he becomes
% difficult; exalting, enters into combinations; impofes laws,
“ becomes diffipated and idle, he caufes the price of work-
% manthip to increafe, and manufatures to fail.””  Thus rich
Shuffs ought to be watered with the tears of the workman who
manufaltures them.

Ought not this laft phrafe to difguft the free Americans for
ever with the mania of manufactures of luxuty?—Let them
refle&, that to fupport the filk manufa&ures of Lyons, the
fame author propofes to the king of Franee; to facrifice his
tafte for fimplicity of drefs; and to wear brilliant clothes, &c.

* Lord Sheflield fays, that it is not the fifth part of Indian
filks, &c. but what fignifies this calculation? The country
which confumes the greateft quantity of filk ftuffs, does not,
perhaps, confume the twentieth part of that which Lord Shef-
field means by Indian filks,

there
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there a confiderable article; that it will augs
ment but very flowly, and in a manner almofk
infenfible. 'The Americans ought undoubted-
ly to be congratulated upon it. Their man<
ners will be good and fimple as long as they der
not contra® a want of thefe articles; but if
they do not want them for themfelves, they
will have occafion for them to form branches
of their f{muggling commerce with the Spanis
ards. Nature imvites them to carry om this
commerce in an advamtageous manner, both
by fea and land *,
It 1s known that wretched mdmduals, wha '
vegetate m South America, gafters and flaves,
all figh after nothing but luxury, pomp, and
drefs, Elegaut and fhining ftuffs of France;
her filks and laces will therefore be fought af-
ter, demanded, and bougbt up with avidjty.
However it may be with refpet to this come
merce, which exifts but in futurity, and which
muft be ércccded by other circumftances, thepg

* This commerce will be better eitablithed by land—The
rifks there will be lef. «=The great rivers which water thofe
immenfe countries will favour it. A maritime commeree
muft be progected by a naval force, and the nature of things
will hinder the Americans from havidg one for a lang time

te: come,

1s
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‘is at prefent a certain confumption of filks, rib-
bons, &c. in the United States ; and the French
ought to be anxious to {upply them.

I will obferve upon this fubjet, that if the
French government ordered that the regular
packet-boats going from France and America A
thould receive as much merchandize on board docs
as their deftination would permit, little ventures Nor
of our filk, ftuffs, ribbops, gauzes, ftockings, fabr
&c. would be frequently fent out, and thefe of b
articles would ferve better than -any other to
eftablith uninterrupted connexions, and which hand
by the infight they give, and the experiments e
which they afford an opportunity of making,
condut nature herfelf to thofe great commer-

ent

higt
nad:
cial intercourfes to which we ought to afpire. the

The facilities which packet-boats offer for
the fending out of merchandize of value and of hats
little incumbrance ought not to be neglected, 1
fince, in this clafs of merchandize, we have

cam

Stat
things which have a decided preference. I will y

~ return to thofe packet-boats which it is impor-
_ tant to keep up and to increafe,” and it is to be

fant

are
Wwifhed, that no monopoly of right or fa& may

take pofleffion of them, in order to carry on

whi

: turs
one branch of commerce in exclufion of others. 5F K
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SECTION VII,
HATS.

Although a fine hat be called a beaver, it
does not follow that Canada and the United
Northern States are more favourable to the
fabrication of hats than France; Hats, purely
of beaver, do not wear well, and are inconveni»
eut on account of their weight. The fineft,

hand{fomeft, and beft hats, contain but little off #*

the fur of that animal, which we efteem at too
high a price, when we think of the lofs of Ca-
nada. Wool, the furs of the hares and rabbitsg
the hair of goats, which is in fa&t wool, and
camels hair, are more neceflary for making of
hats than the fur of beavers.

The few hats of beaver made in the United
States, will be fufficient for their confumption,
—The Americans muft, however, be incef=
fantly told this great truth, that manufatures
are not proper for them except in thofe articles
which are immediately affociated with agricul-
ture, and which facilitate its operations. That
of hats is not of this kind,

Europe
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+ Europe will therefore furnith hats to the that
Americans. And of what great importance is we |
this obje&, when the rapid increafe of their po- peate
pulation is confidered ! It may be ‘affirmed, that feffic
every nation capahle of fending them out mer- 1ty v
chandize, will fend them hats; but thofe of Eng]
France will have the preference.  This manu- not «
faluré had there its origin,  The French alone his r
hive carried it elfewhere, like many other to gi
things, but it has never ceafed to improve in worl
France. ports
_ French hats are always the beft fulled and him
@yed, and the moft agreeable, When govern- comt
ment fhall have refolved to do for wools that circu
which it has done for mulberry trees, the ma- he ¢
-ﬁufa&‘urc of hats wjll be fo much the more ad- hides
_'atftagcous, as we fhall be lefs tributary to fo- throi
geigners for the articles employed thercin. prefl
' of tl
rema
§ECTION Vi, In g
‘ unki
time
SHOES, BOOTS, SADDLES, &c. dize.
no r

LEATHER.

"Fo what caufe ought the great {uperiority of
Englith leather to be attributed over outs?
Why is there in this leather-work of all kinds

that

tion
Puts
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that neatnefs, that feducing ‘appearance, which
we have not yet approached? It muft be re-
peated, that in Epgland men honour the pro-
feflion of a tanner, and pride themfelves upon
it, whilft it is the contrary in France. An
Englith tanner, fhoemaker, or faddler, does
not quit his trade when he is rich; but makes
his riches ferve, in proportion as they angment,
to give luftre to his profeffion, to multiply hig’
workfhops, to extend his affairs, to become im-
portant even in the article which has furnithed
him the megns of doing it. The leather which
comes from the tanneries whofe owner is in eafy -
circumftances, is always well prepared, becaufe
he can advance fums of money, and give to
hides the time neceffary for their progrefs
through his tan-yard. A poor tanner is always
prefled by his wanting to take the leather out
of the tan-pit, where it is neceffary it fhould .
remain a long time to acquire a good quality.
In general, it is impoffible with this penurys
unknown to the Englith, that there fhould be -
time to manufaure or fabricate good merchan«
dize. Thofe who Erhploy the leather, acquire
no reputation in their profeffions but in propor-
tion to great provifions made before hand, which
puts it in their power to fumiﬂ} gothing but

Jeather
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leather improyed by being. kept. It will be. Tl
afked, how the wholefale dealers mana ge when the ¢
they begin bufinefs? They find credit, if in feeing
their apprenticefhips, which precede their efta- fump
blithments, they have acquired a good reputa— Su

*- . .

tion T incre:
401§

CVCry
* We may readily perceive, that this hope of being fome

y ? l o) 3. qu

day well eftablilhed with great fuccours, is worth all the books the P

of morality., The engravinzs of Hogarth, which reprefent )

S . . g wife

the fate f the idle apprentice, paint, to the life, Englifh $

manners. 'he intention of the workman is not to become with

Secretaire du Roif|. He marries the daughter of the good It 18

maftes who has brought him up, and fucceeds him in the " that

fame buline(s which he has contributed to extend, froth

Tt is not that the Frepch taaner, who barters Lis profeflion
tered

againft a brevet of Secretaire du Roi, or commiffary of war,

otight to be blamed. He reafons well. He fees that no

confideration is attached to talents and induftry, and he delays

not to buy himflf a tide. It is therefore wrong to joke their it
merchants and artizans, who, {8 money, get themfelves en- livres, '
regiftered in a privileged clafs, It is an evil to the ftate, but is ruin
it'is not the fault of thofe who purchafe. The fault is due to whichy
the kind of difgrace from which government has not yet de- lions t¢
livered the ignoble. bt |

It ought to be obferved here, how fatal the fpeculation neries

which eftablithed this order of things has been tg the nation. fively .
To procure rmoney, offices were created ; which, by ennobling, pruden

induces the ignoble to purchafe them ; they are difgufted with (in thi
~ the day

f| A petty title of bought diltin&ion, which, in the lan- who hi
guagc of ridiculous pndc, is conftrued into nobility. Vor

thewy
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'This credit is then fupported, not only by
the certainty of fuccefs, but alfo by that of
feeing them become a conftant means of con-
fumption.

Such is the art of the E‘nglifh to fupport and
increafe their commerce in every thing, and
every where. If we could put it in practice,
all qur commodities of leather would foon equal
the perfetion of theirs, fince we do not other-
wife want materials. Their being beforechand
with us, ought not to difcourage any body, but
it is. neceffary to the fuccefs of this riyality,
that government fhould deliver the tanners
from the fhackles with which they have fetd
tered them®*, and fupprefs or diminith the

enormous

their fituation by being dithonoured, and for a few millions of
livres, which this pitiful opgration flowly procures, commerce
is ruined by having its capital diminifhed: that commerce,
whichy by being fupported, would continually produce mil-
lions to the ftate. ‘ : ;
* Two caufes have fingularly contributed to ruin the tan~
neries in France. The confiderable duties impofed fuccel-
fively upon leather, (fuppreﬂ'ed afterwards in part through
prudence) and eflentially, the fevere infpection that the commis
(inthis cafe a kind of excifeman) may make every hour of
" the day and night at the tanners:Nothing difgufts a man,
who has fome energy, more with his profeflion, than this dif-
Vou. II, L graceful
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enormous duties with which the tanneries dre

loaded *.
SECTION

graceful fervitude, thar the fear, than the conftraint which
arife from the idea of being difturbed at every moment, by his
firefide, by contemptible fatellites who live on the mifchief
only which they do, and whom the certainty of impunity, in-
tereft, and habitude, render unmerciful, infolent, and frequent-

ly perjured. En}
Confiderable procefles have been feen to arife from thefe . fe&ior
vifits, and very rich tanners to quit a profeffion which pro-
mifed them nhothing but torment, anguifh, lofs and law fuits.
It will be a long time before the evil which the farm has done the leat
to the tanneries be repaired. Interefted men, who think to get the
confole us for real evils, which we fuffer, by thofe which they Spanifh
fuppofe among our neighbours, fay, and repeat, that the fame the coaf
vexation of commis and of cuftoms, produce in England the
fame effets, This may fometimes happen, but there is a Gree
law to punith them, without a hope of pardon, when they entering
overleap the boundaries prefcribed to them. And thefe boun- Leath
daries are much more contraéted than ours, which the follow- wards th
ing fa&t will convince us., Leath
Two officers of the exeife, having taken it into their heads Goat
to follow a man carrying a hamper of wine to the houfe of a Ten
particular perfon, entered with him in contempt of the law; on leath
the mafter of the houfe called fome conftables and charged Goat
them with the officers: they were taken before Alderman Gene
Hamett, who read the a& of Parliament to the culprits, and ~ and by t
fent them to prifon, for having violated the rights of citizens. Cufto
Mercure politique 1786, p. 286.
* The following is a lift of duties paid on leather, whether
it be French or foreign; and it muft be here obferved, that Lot
. the
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SECTION IX.

GLASS HOUSES.

Englifh glas ware is brought to great per-
fe&tion, and England makes it a great object of
exportation.

the leather of France is far from fupplying our wants. We
get the greateft part of that which we confume from the
Spanith and Portuguefe colonies, from the Levant, and from
the coaft of Barbary.

Green leather, French or foreign, pays on livres  fols

7 entering the kingdom by the hundred weight 1 5
- Leather worked up or tanned, pays after-
- wards the following duties

Leather and fkins - 2 f. per pound
ls Goat fkins - 4
a Ten fols per pound, which gives more up-
"3 on leather . g v 1
d Goat kins - - 2
n General average - 4 6
W and by the hundred weight - - 22 10
! Cuftom to the general farm - - 2 o
6' -
b Total i 18
:t Leather and fkins pay a duty of a third of their value.
c

L a When
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exportation. America ought to prefer Englith
glafs to ours, becaufe we ourfelves prefer it to

When in 1759 a duty was impefed, the king ordained that
thefe two fols upon leather and fkins, and the four fols upon
goat fkins, fhould be reimburfed to the manufacturer, when
he fhould have fent his merchandize abroad.

But adminiftration. demanded and obtained leave. to reim-
burfe two-thirds only. ’

Since that time there has been a new impoft of ten fols per
pound, which makes the duty one fol more upon leather, and
two fols upon goat fkins.

This new duty has completed the ruin of the tanneries.

There is another abufe, which merits to be obferved. It
is that the adminitration receives its duties' undiminithed up-
on leather half rotten, fcraped or tanned. -

After thefe falls, it may be comprehended, that the tanners
in France are reduced to a fmall number, and are in general

miferable.

An important note relative to the article of leather,

The note on the duties paid on leather, is true with refpect
to the reality of the duties; but we have been convinced,
fince the note was printed, that a middle price cannot be
fettled between hides, and calf and goat fkins. There are at
leaft two hundred of the two firft for one of the laft, We
have been equally convinged, that the hundred weight of fkins
bought at thirty-feven livres, and fold after the tanning at fix+
ty-four livres, fixteen fols, produges to the tanner a profit of no
more than five livres five (ols,

This eafily explains how the tanners have been ruined.

: TrRANSLATOR.
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that of our own manufaCtory, common bottles
excepted, which we make better, and which are
of a finer glafs than that of the Englith. But
although this opinion may hurt the intereft of
thofe who have {uch eftablithments, it is necef-
fary to fay, that France, far from encouraging
them, ought to wifh for their deftruction.
This kind of manufacture deftroys combufti-
bles, of which the rapid progrefs is alarming,
when it is compared to the flownefs with which
they are produced.

The Englith, feated upon their coal mines,
are little uneafy about the voracity of furnaces
wheréin glafs is melted; but although it be faid
that we have the fame advantage, it is ftill
permitted to doubt of it. And moreover it is
not {ufficient to have immenfe coal mines un-
der foot, it is neceflary to be able to work them
at a little expence, =~ Glafs manufa&tories, placed
within the reach of mines, fhould not be too
far diftant from the fea, for the tranfports be-
coming expenfive, would give to the Englith
an advantage over us, who from every part of
N&cir ifland can eafily get to the fea. Finally,
our own confumption of glafs-ware, much
greater than that of the Englifh, may already

be too confiderable, if it be compared with the
L 3 means
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means to which the ever growing fcarcity of
combuftibles reduces us *.

To be fully convinced that we ought not to
put glafs-ware into the lift of articles of expor-
tation to America, it is only neceflary to refle®t
upon the fituation of the United States. They
have immenfe forefts to clear, confequently it
is highly proper that they fhould eftablith
glafs manufatories, and increafe them as
much as poffible. The labour employed to
deftroy the woods for the clearing of lands, at
the fame time that it difpofes the land to cul-
ture, will ferve for the produétion of a'very ex-
tenfive obje@® of manufalure, therefore the
utility of this deftruction is double to the Ame-
ricans t. It cannot be doubted, that this con-

fideration

* The fcarcity of wood, which begins to be manifeft, be-
comes fo much the more alarming, as combuftibles which
have been attempted to be fubftituted for it have not fucceed-
ed, and that luxury and population naturally inclined to in-
creafe, efpecially with commerce, the confumption of com-
buftibles will be doubled.

+ This is what is done in New Jerfty for the forges. It
is impoffible, fays the author of the Cultivateur Americain, ta
travel acrals this province without meeting with fome little
iron forges. If a proprietor has a great marfh full of wood,
and that he wifhcs/ to clear it, he begins by making a dyke at
one extremity to ftop the water of the rivulets which run
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fideration will ftrike them, that they will one
day conceive the project of furnifhing Europe
with glafs-ware, of adding this article to thofe
which they can exchange for fuch European
producions as are improper for little States to
cultivate or manufacture within themfelves. It
can be no more doubted, that France will gain
greatly by feeing her glafs manufattories de-
ftroyed by thofe of the Americans, who' will
fell us glafs-ware in exchange for our wines,
cloths, printed linens, filks, &c. In the mean
time, it would undoubtedly be a falutary mea-
fure, to open the kingdom to the importation
of foreign glafs,

SECTION X,

IRON AND STEEL.

The confumption of thefe two articles is im-
menfe in the United States ; the fingle article

acrofs it. He fixes in this water the wheelg neceffary for the
manufatture of iron, &c. And in a fmall number of years
the traveller, who had feen in paffing by nothing but a vaft
pond full of trees thrown down, and had heard the noife of
hammers and anvils, fces well enclofed ficlds, vaft meadows,
&,

L4 of
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of nails amounts to confiderable {fums. This
will not appear extraordinary, when it is re-
membered, that all the houfes, all the enclo~
fures of the Americans, are of wood, that they
build a great number of fhips, which require
frequent reparations.

It is the fame with refpect to faws, fhovels,
hoes, and in general all the inftruments necef-
fary to agriculture and navigation.

The Americans are fingularly curious in the
choice of the firft neceffity. They have there-
in the general tafte of the Englifh ; they will
have that only which is’ good. On comparing
thofe which they make themfelves with the
“ tools made in France, it muft be acknowledged
that we are far from that perfection at which
they are arrived in them: this perfettion is
owing to the eafe of the labourer, and to the
confideration attached to agriculture, Imper-

feGtion is a neceflary confequence of reftraint
and difthonour.

The Americans have attempted to make iron
and fteel. Many manufaltories have been ‘fet
up at New York, in New Jcrfcy, and in Pen-
fylvania; it s true that thefe manufaétures are
few in number, but they will neceflarily increafe
for the reafons which I fhall hereafter give.

England
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England heretofore exported a confiderable
quantity of iron and fteel*: her mines not
having yet furnithed iron proper for certain in-
{truments, fhe had recourfe to thofe of Ruffia,
and efpecially to thofe of Sweden, whofe iron
and fteel are moft efteemed. She did no more
with regard to America than ftand between her
and others, and this circuit augmented the ex-
pences of the colonift, without procuring him
any benefit, This will exift no longer, be-
caufe the Americans are about to trade directly
with the Swedes and Rufhians.

Lord Sheffield calculates, that one year with
another England imported 50,000 tons of fo-
reign iron, of which from 15 to 20,000 was

* To favour the exportation of thele articles, the parliament
had forbidden all the eftablithment of mills and other machines
in the United States for making of fteel. See 25 Geo. IL.
ch. 29, fe&, 10,

It may be judged by this circumftance to what a point the
mother country, or rather the monopolizers, can carry avarici-
oufnefs ; fince the Americans were forbidden to enjoy thofe
advantages which nature had thrown before them. Mono-
poly refpeéts nothing, When thefe attempts are confidered,
ought we to be furprifed at the eternal mifunderftanding be-
tween colonies and the mother country, a mifunderftanding
which finithes either by the ruin of the former, or their fepa~

ration from the latter,
afterwards
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afterwards exported to the coloniés either in its
natural ftate or worked up.

The profit to the mother country was, ac-
cording to his Lordfhip, 12,000,0c0 livres, or
thereabouts.

During the war, and fince the peace, fome
exports of this kind have been made from
France to the United States; but they did not
fucceed. Accuftomed, according to the prin-
ciples of monopolifers, who have hitherto di-
reCted our foreign commerce, to furnifh our
colonies with brittle utenfils, and otherwife
very imperfe€t, our merchants were willing to
treat the independent Americans like their flaves
in their iflands®*; and the Americans refufed

our

#* The Chamber of Commerce of Marfeilles, in an inftruc
tion very well drawn up, addrefled in 1784 to the merchants,
had recommended them to act contrarily—* Recolle&,” faid it,
“ that you have not ignorant or enflaved colonifts to treat
“ with, but a free people ; and, confequently, rapidly tending
“ to perfeftion. If you wilh to fucceed, act with fidelity,
“ upon extended and liberal views,” &c. &c.

I have not read this inftrution. A man of letters, who
has refided a long time in the country, has given me the ideas
of ity which I have related. We muft not be furprifed to find
in the merchants of Marfeilles intelligence on commerce fo rare
any where elfe. Lefs thackled, commerce muft offer more falid
ideas,

The
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our merchandife. They faid, that;we did not
even know how to make nails; and, in ftri
truth, they were right in their aflertion. They
preferred the iron and fteel of England, al-
though the duties on exportation increafed their
dearnefs.

It is probable enough that the Englith legif-
lature will fupprefs them, according to the ad-
vice of Lord Sheffield ; and this, joined to the
benefit of the ceconomy procured by the difco-
very of Lord Dundonald, and of Mefirs. Watts
and Boulton, for heating furnaces at half the
common expence, Will undoubtedly produce a
reduction in the price of iron.

This diminution is one of the caufes which
muft neceflarily hinder us from attempting a
rivality in this particular with the Englifh;
but there is another, which is ftill more deci-
five.

In fa&, the obfervations made heretofore up-
on the neceflity of deftroying our glafs manu-
faltories, apply naturally to that confiderable
branch of iron-work, of which the workmanthip
is the leaft expence, and which requires a great

The fame energy is found in an excellent Memoriil on the
Franchifes of this city, lately publifhed againft the general
farm, and of which we fhall have occafion to fpeak.

quantity
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quantity of combuftible materials. The United
States are obliged to deftroy their immen{e fo-
refts: France ought, on the contrary, to think
of re-producing hers ; therefore, the founderies
and forges will offer in America the advantage
of turning to profit woods, which, without
thefe manufattures, it would be equally necef-
fary to burn : whilft in France, wood and char-
coal, becoming every day more fcarce and dear,
renders thefe eftablithments more expenfive,
Now, as the abundance in which iron mines
are cvery where found *, makes the price of
iron depend almoft entirely on that of combuf-
tibles neceflary to melt it, it is evident that the
United States have over us, and even over the
Englifh, a confiderable advantage.

Moreover, forges are a part of the equipage
neceflary to country labour ; for, if it were ne-
ceflary to feck at a diftance the utenfils of agri-
culture, the progrefs of clearing of lands would
foon be ftopped—the productions would not pay
the expences. Thefe would ftill be increafed
by the repeated necfity of fubftituting new
utenfils to thofe which there would be no means

* It is now proved, that there are many of them in Ame-
rica. Mines of tin, and of very good copper, have alfo been
difcovered there,

of
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of repairing. As foon as a people have mines of
iron ; as foon as they are led by the nature of
things, and by neceflity, to eftablith founderies
and forges, it is not a long time before they re-
nounce all foreign aid in the articles of iron*;
therefore, the Americans are, as I have obferv-
ed, already provided with thefe eftablithments:
and as Englifh induftry has eftablithed and di-
rected them, they are all at that degree of per-
fetion which we have not yet attained.

Let it be remarked, that thefe manufatures
being joined to a life of agriculture, and carried
on in the midft of it for its ufes, can have none
of the pernicious influences which ought to
be feared in thofe complicated manufaures
which are obliged to be concentrated in the in-
clofures of cities, whole deftruétive employ ex-
haufts the natural ftrength of men, by corrupt-
ing their morals.

* Perhaps nails muft be excepted. Their price will be a
long time in Europe lower than in America. If, as Mr.
Smith afferts in his Treatife on the Wealth of Nationsy a
young man of twenty years of agegean make 2,400 nails a day,,
let it be judged to what a degree of cheapnefs, low-priced:
workmanthip ought to reduce them; therefore, wherever
workmanfHip is dear, nails canpot be made, Yet we read in
the American Gazettes, that there has been eftablifhed in one
of the States a manufalture of nails, Will this fucceed P
Futurity will fhew us.

T ~eafore,
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Therefore, to refume this article—far from
encouraging the exportation of iron manufac-
tured in France, we ought, for our own inte-
reft, to encourage the importation of foreign
iron, becaufe manufaures of this kind take
away combuftibles from things more preflingly
wanted, and from lefs deftruétive manufac-
tures, where workmanthip produces a greater

profit.

This, however, is not the cafe with every
article of curiofity of iron, fteel, or copper
work, wherein the workmantfhip exceeds the
other expences. They belong to that weak
organifation which the Americans ought not to
envy. But it muft not be diflimulated, that a
competition with the Englith will, on this
head, be difficult to maintain : their great abi-
lity and addrefs in the diftribution of work and
different procefles, the invention of which has
not been conftrained by any error * or falfe'view

of

* Thofe falfe views cannot be too much deplored—thole
narrow ideas—thofe fears of ignorance, which fnatch from the
hands of induftry the l{appy inventions which are proper to
enrich 2 whole nation! Who can calculate the riches that
England owes to the fole application of the ceining-mill, or

engine and dye, whofe free ufe has been left to all the manu-
faGtures which it was capable of improving in accelerating
their
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of the adminiftration of England, gives them
over us a confiderable advantage; yet it is not

impoffible

their effes? How many proceedings more ingenious and
expeditious has this machirfe produced ? Happily for England,
there have not been found in her bofom thofe able minifters,
who, feeing that this machine is of ufe in making money, have

drawn from it the profound confequence that every one would

make falfe money if the free ufe of it were permitted: as if
it was poffible to make falfe money for a long time ; as if the
more general ufe of the machine did not awaken the public,
and even private intereft, and render them more attentive to
abufes which might be committed; as if its ufe would not
produce much more benefit to the revenue, than it could de-
prive it of by the falfe coinage of money, which can never be
either extenfive or dangerous.—~When therefore will thofe
who hold the reins of empire calculate like ftatefmen ?

It is true that at prefent artifts are permitted to have mills,
&c. by conforming themfelves to certain formalities,—always
formalities! No other are required in England than thofe of
being able to pay the expence of the machine,~and has Eng-

/ land perceived from it any pernicious effeéts? Has falfe mo-
ney overturned public order, impoverifhed the nation, or di-
minifhed her revenues?

With what difficulty has.the invention of the coining mill
made its way into France? It is due to an induftrious French-
man of the fifteenth century, named Briois. Perfecuted for
this difcovery, he was obliged to take refuge in England ; the
Englith received him favourably, and put his invention into
execution. Another Frenchman of the name of Warin, of
the laft century, wifhed to procure the advantages of it to his
countrymen, he experienced a like abfurd perfecution; and

without

\
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impoffible for us to balance it, for this diftribu-
tion of work and proceedings are neither fecrets
nor fuperior to French induftry. Let govern-
ment adopt and follow the trivial maxim—
¢ Who will have the end will find the means.’
Let it in confequence not interdiét any of the
means, and this induftry wilk not have to envy If 1
the fuccefs of our rivals. centrz

JEWE!

hufba
without the fupport of the Chancellor Sequier, he would have not 1
failed in his attempt.—I do not allow myfelf to fpeak of the im p]_j
perfe@ion to which M. Droz pretends to have brought the wabur
coining mill at prefent; but by the vexations he fuffers, it
may be judged that he has in faGfimplified that machine, that profp
he has rendered fewer hands neceflary, and the coinage of mo- but «
ney more perfeét and expeditious ; two advantages very pre- tach
cious in this art, as the expences of it cannot be too much cious
reduced, and the exa&itude and perfe@ion of the ftamp of It

money are the fureft means of difconcerting coiners, What
fatal genius is.it therefore which purfues induftry in France ?
That of companies, of corporations, of privileges. As foon ties,
as a happy difcovery attacks their profits; they employ even pean
the bafeft means to defend them; intrigue, falfehood, feduc-
tion, are all. legitimate with the people whichicompofe thofe
affociations, whilft the man of genius, ftanding alone for the ‘ * P
moft part, and who attaches too great a value to his time . to feen ¢
proftitute it to thefe manceuvres, genesally experiences the lofoph
moft humiliating difgufts. . to thi
many
plate i
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ol
SECTION XL

JEWELLERY, GOLD AND SILVERSMITHS AR
TICLES, CLOGK-WORK, &cC.

If the inhabitants of the United States con-
centrate their labours and pleafure it a life of
hutbandry ; if they continue to {cek happinefs,
not in pomp, but in ndture herfelf, and in a
fimplicity of manners; in that fimplicity which
naturally produces eafe, and thé population and
profperity of flates; they will not feek aftet,
but difdain plate and jewels, to which we at-
tach fo great a price. They will referve pre-
cious metals for mints dnd corhmerce.

It is not however to be prefumed, that this
order of things fhould long fubift in great ci-
ties, and efpecially in fréquented ports: Euro-
pean tafte and wahts prevail in America*, and
French induftry dught to be anxious to fupply

* Plate is ufed in the Southern States—magnificenee is
feen there; on which account, travellers having but little phis
lofophy, fpeak highly of them :—but obferve what is attached
to this luxury,—flavery reigns in the South, and there are
many poor.~~There are none in the Northern States,—no
plate is there ufed,

JYou. 1. M their
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their con{fumption, feeing that the French can
underfell the Englifh in thefe articles.
But it 1s probable that the plated ware (cop-
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per plated with filver) invented in England,
will take place in the United States of that of
filver plate, as painted paper has replaced there
much more expenfive hanging : this new fort
of plate has for ufe all the advantages of the
other, and cofts a great deal lefs.

How comes it that the Englith are already fo
advanced in this branch of nduftry, whilft there
exifts in France but one or two manufa&ures

Lt o NCSIEE

where copper i3 plated on one fide only and fil-
vered over on the other? How have the Eng-
lith already carried this invention to fo high a
degree of perfe@ion! How have they made of
it a matter of extenfive commerce, whilit we
are reduced to the two manufatures wherein
no progrefs is feen, and where the inferiority
of the workmanthip difgufts thofe who would
otherwife find it to their advantage to make ufe
of thigkind of plate ?

Thele manufa@utes have an exclufive privi-
legcﬁ there 1s the word=—Government fedring
left falfe money mightsbe made in them, has
forbidden even the plating on both fides.

Redpning would here be fuperfluous : it is .
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{ufficient to open the eyes to fee which of the
two adminiftrations has beft ferved its country;
whether it be that of England, by not cramp-
ing induftry, and in not giving way to fears,
whofe illufion is fhewn by the moft trifling
obfervation, or ours, in following a contrary
plan. Again, was it apprehended, that couns
terfeit crowns would be made my millionis 5 as
a facrifice is made to this fear of an induftry
which would certainily produce many millions
of them ?

Thus when we confider all thefe articles,
wherein trifling confiderations fhall be our iné
duftry, and condemn to' medioctity our means
of profperity; when we thence turn our at-
tention towards the different fpirit which go-
verns England, it is aftouifhing that induftry
ftill exifts in France, and that the nation does
not fall into floth, and remain there. IL.et us
give thanks unto nature, who has richly gifted
us, and her guardian ftrength has hitherto des
monftrated itfelf fuperior to the malignant in.
fluence of the falfe fcience of our adminifirae
tors *,

Shall

* A curious and more ufeful work would beé, a faithful and
more rational hiftory of all the errors inte which the rage of
M a regulating
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Shall we remain behind the Englifh and Swifs
in clock-work? The Americans muft have

a ch
ed *,
Tl

]m}g

watches ;3 this admirable invention carries with
it fuch a degree of utility for even the poor
claffes of fociety, that it ought not to be con-
p e L . lation
fidered as a imple acquifition of luxury, efpe- l
. : . : the «
cially in the United: States, where the diftance
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{ubfy

there

of habitations one from another make the necef-
fity of it more fully perceived.

But watches muft be made good and at a
cheap rate; thefe two conditions will aflure

them' a prodigious fale'wherever civilization

. . . . [
.CXlﬁb,; time 1s thel.e a. precious pro;?crty, a.n(l oyl
its price renders the inftrument ncccﬂary which |

Az, ) d \ 10Nnou
divides 1t: they will be made good and. at andl hs

part ft

. o : o ) . fiderat
régulating and prohibitimg has thrown adviniftration. = It ig the hs

<ry probable that the refult would be, that French commerce sod 8
has always profpered, in proportion to the inexecption of re-
gulations ; that in caufing them to be rigoroufly executed,
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fdreign ¢ommerce has been favoured and enriched.” The
{pirit of invéntion and induftry which our prohibitory regimen
has developed on foreign-nations, was ntver perhdps fufpected ;
neitber, the innumerable quantity of work{hops which. are
there conftruéted, in proportion to the multipl.ication of ex-
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a cheap rate, when able artifts are confult-
ed *, /

This fpecies of manufatture will always be-
Jong to great cities, where the excefs of popu-
lation keeps workmanthip at a low price, where
the difficulty of fubfifting enflaves that crowd
of weak and indolent beings which are under
the law of the rich undertaker, The United
States are far from {uffering this difficulty of
fubfiftence, this excefs of population ; they are
therefore far from thele manufattures,

* Paris has produced “fome very diftinguifhed ones; they
honoured their art becaufe they had great fenfe and ingenuity,
and had been well inftruéted; but their pupils, for the moft
part ftrangers, and not having the fame means of gaining con-
fideration, were afraid of our injudicious manner of defpifing
the hands which work at mechanical employments, and quit-
ted the country. We have at prefent a Swifs, M. Brequet,
whofe talents are equal, if not fuperior, to thofe of the moft
celebrated Englith watch-makers, Happily for us, his cha-
racter, his elevated views, his obliging zeal, command refpect
in fome meafure, and place him above prejudices. Let go-
vernment confult him, and he will foon indicate certain means
whereby France may have a national manufacture of clock
and watch-work,

We are informed that he has prefented to the Miniftry a

profound memorial upon this fubject.

M 3 SECTION
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SECTION XIL

DIFFERENT SORTS OF FAPER, STAINED
PAPER, &c.

This ufeful produ&ion from old rags, thrown
off by people at eafe, and gathered with care
by the indigent, is daily 1mprovcd in France *,

The

* The manufadture of M. M. Johannot d’Aunonay, pro-
duces finer paper than any other manufalture in Eurdpe, and
the proof is fimple.—There is more demand from Ruffia,
England, and Holland, for this paper than the manufa&turer
¢an furnifh ; this fcargenefs of paper d’Aunonay explains, for
why, our fhopkeepers ftill get paper from Holland. To di-
minith this fcarcity, thefe good gitizens have generoufly offer-
ed to communicate their progefs ta all the manufa@urers of
paper in the nation, and even to form fchoo]s, Wwherein the

art of papcr-makmg may be tayght, Many perfons have
profited by thele offers; the States of Burgundy have “lately
fent three pupils—Thefe manufaétyrers have proved that it
was nop more expenfive to make good and excellent paper
that of a middling quality. M. Le Clere, who has a
great paper manufatory at Effone, found with concern, that
his manufa&ory coft him a great deal, and produced bad paper
enly: he communicated his regret to M. ]ohannot, the lat-
ter went to Effone and prodyced good papcr with common
afte.  This was certainlya great fervice done to France, and
a good examp!e gnen to the fordxd avarice of monopohzcrs
' who,
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The Englith themfelves buy our paper for
printing, and our writing paper will not be
long unequal toltheirs, if it does not furpafs
it *,

But if there be an obje&t of commerce for
which Europeans need not fear a reciprocal
competition ;_if there be an article which ofters
to all European mangfactures a certain and lu-
crative employ,. it is that of paper: the con-

fumption will always be equal at leaft to the

prodution, and its numerous ufes infure a fhill
greater confumption, in proportion as popula-
tion, commerce, and knowledge, fhall increafe.

who, not being able to do and embrace every thing, hinder
others from d ing it, May thefe generous patriots receive
that honour which they deferve ; may theic example be fol-
lowed every where and by all. This will be to them a more
flattering eulogium, a more brilliant and lafting recompenfe
than cordons and ribbons, unwarthy of true mierit, becaufe
they are frequently the price of intrigue, and the ornament of
mediocrity. The pleafure of well-doing, and the fuffrages of
honeft men, are pure and unchangeable recompenfes.—The
artift who does not know how to copfine himfelf to thcfe,
will never dp any thing which is great, ;

* Rags are more fcarce, and confequently dearer, in Eng-
land than in France, and they are articles of illicit commerce
between the two countrjes. There are very fevere laws
againft this commerce, but it is, and ever will be, carried on,
as long as there fhall be any thing to be gained by it.

M 4 Every
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Every nation ought therefore to obferve withs B
out jealoufy, that each country ftrives to have to.m
within itfelf manufa&ures of this kind. nati

The Americans cannot however enjoy this {upy
advantage for a long time to come: befides the a fu
dearnefs of workmanfhip, their population.can- ever
not furnifh them old rags in quantities {uffici- wit!
ent to eftablith paper miils whofe produétions be t
would be equal to the confumptioh of the inha- toc
bitants. attel

Will their population ever furnith them with
this fufficiency 7 This is a queftion difficult to
refolye, In fa&, n proportion ta the know- yery i

ledge which nations may acquire, and to the ral tr
liberty of the prefs, which may be enjoyed in to the
America, a prodigious quantity of paper muft il
be confumed there; but can the population of orudi
this country produce rags in the fame propor- the'd
tion? It canuot reafonably be hoped that it a fpes

will, It is therefore probable that the Ameri- pEace
inver

ﬁr)n.

I 4R T
L S Ze

i

can markets will not for a lono time be pfovid-,
) ) 2 great

ed- with any other than European paper, and iy
that thig will find a place there ®, .
o per,

* Rags are exceffively dear in America: but the time is beljei
arriving when, by an increafe of population, they will become It

plenty, In Pennfylvania thcy already make very good pa- beco
per: : jican

But
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But fince the ufe of paper is fo advantageous
to.men, fince it is fo varied, it behoves every
nation to look upon foreign conf{umption as 3
{upplement only, as an open port in the cafe of
a fufpenfion of interior commerce. It behoves
every nation to keep paper at a moderate price
within itfelf, and to attain this end, means muft
be thought of to increafe materials which ferve
to compofe this article, and to purfue the happy

attempts already made to do it*. Thele re~

fearches

% In the moment of writing this note, I have before me
very interefting effays on yegetables, and pn the bark of feve-
ral trees, to transform them into paper; thele eflays are due
to the refearches of M, Delille, to whofe care the manufac-
ture of Montargis is indebted for a great part of its reputa-
tion. He has far furpafled that Scheffer, whom our men of
erudition have quoted with fo much emphafis,—On fecing
the books which M, Delille has printed, on paper made from
a fpecies of mallows, and the bark of the linden tree ; and on
perceiving the advantages which might be reaped from this
invention, at leaft in packing and ftained paper, of which fo
great a confumption is made; we wifh that this invention
may be more and more known, received and adopted, asa
means of remedying the want of rags and the dearnefs of pa-
per, which ought to have more influence than is commonly
believed on the progrefs of knowledge.

It is almoft impoflible that this invention fhould not foon
become general, and it is greatly the intereft of the free Ames=
jicans to naturalize it among them,

S:rong

i e v

e e
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fearches are fo much the more eflential, fo But
much the more yrgent, as the happy nvention requ
of coloured paper for hanging is of a nature to {3
always to caufe a greater copdumption of paper; dud
and this manper of hanging’ with paper will in w
\— fubfift for a long time, becaufe it gives a neat P
and ag{eeablc appearance to apartments. | that
No other 1s known in the United States; it citie
is there univerfal ; almoft all the houfes are neat few
and decent, P
] {fum
i at le
I SECTION XIIL " publ
i able
E PRINTING. man
& . ; man
'The liberty of the prefs being a fundamental i
§ iy \ ' or o falar
% principle of the American conflitution, theye can .
B < e R = rie
b be no doubt that printing will increafe there, pru
%
]
Strong lies of lime and pot-afth, and the intelligent ufe of .
‘ vittolic acid, are great means of reducing hemp and flax to They
that kind of fubflance extremely attenuvated, foft and, brittle, and ¢
which is proper for making of paper. It might be contrived triot
by thefe means to fupply the want of rags by old copdage. “ put
Thefe wodld even ferve to make good paper, fince being res +
duced to tow, it may eafily be bleached. The attenuation to the U
be feared for linen js not fo for the material of which paper is corre
of th

pMer
But




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 171
But it muft be obferved, that extenfive printing
requires workmen at a little expence; that ig
to fay, men without preperty, talents, or cone
duét; whom great cities produce and employ
in work which requires neither intelligence nor
emulation; and it has already been obferved,
that the United States, unlefs the rage of great
cities takes poffeflion of them, will contain but
few of thefe wretched beings.

Printing will not therefore, it may be pre-
{fumed, be extended among the free Americans,
at leaft beyond that which is neceffary for the
public prints¥. Their conftant and confider-
able fale, permitting a greater expence in work-
manthip, confequently draws about the prefs
many individuals, becaufe they have, in a good
falary, a view of the means of besoming pro-
prictors or traders 1, |

The

* Gazettes’ are fingularly multiplied in the United States.
They will become ftill more fo with an increafe of population,
and this is an advantage, for they are what that excellent pa-
triot Dr. Jebb called them, ¢ Sentinels which watch ever
“ public liberty and the prefervation of truth.”?

+ However, confiderable works are fometimes printed in
the United States, and of which the edition is carefully enough
corre&ted,—I have feen, for inftance, the Memoirs in Quarto
of the Academies of Bofton and Philadelphia, of the laft year,
which
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The furnithing of books of {cience and
amufement muft therefore make a confiderable
object of importation into the United States.
It is for France to appropriate to herfclf this
commerce, and to encourage the i‘mpreﬂion of
Englith books. Our work manfhip being cheaper
than that of England, and the Englith making ufe
of our paper, our binding being lefs expenfive,
why fhould not all the books in which the Ame-
ricans ftand in need of be printed in France ?

It will be faid that we do not enjoy the li-
berty of the prefs,—be it fo:—But it is only
with refpe&t to our books® ; for undoubtedly

the

which ‘proves at thc fame time that free America is not
totally without typographical eftablithments, and that the in-
babitants are not -all fuch idiots as a prejudiced Germap
dreamed they were,

* Under the reign of Louis XIV. whofe ambition extend-
ed to every thing, it was ferioufly attempted to make the
French language univerfal.  This abfurd pretenfion was ridi-
culoufly fupported by the tyranny exercifed upon books and
authors. This tyranny could not but produce bad ones, and
confequently difguft ftrangers, Happily fume judicious men
had the courage to make facrifices, and to. get their works
printed abroad. It is thefe probibited books which have en-
riched the French language and increafed the reputation of
French literature. What authors are heard quoted in every

gountry ? Rouffeau, Voltaire, Helvetius, Momcfjicu, &g,
that

the
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the adminiftration does not pretend to extend
its coercive principles to books written in fo-
reign languages; it would not attain its end,
feeing that it does not de it with refpect to
French books* ; and by this impolitical rigour

I'rance would be daprived of a lucrative ar-

ticle of commetce, certain, and of continual i«

creafe.

The Dutch, fo altive agd vigilant in {cizing
the rifing branches of commerce, have for a
long time {peculated on books in the United
States: many' bibles and books of prayer, for
the' ufe of “the"Americans, are printed in ‘Hol-
land. T.ord Sheflield i1s obliged to acknow=

that is to fay, men who have been patriotic enough to violate
the tyrant’s laws of the prefs.

*’'S5o that even more than half of the libraries in France
are compofed of Frehch books; printed abroad, for which there
are two caules—the cheapnefs and goodnefs of the books ; the
oflavo leaf printed, is commonly fold in Switzerland to the
public at nine deniers or a fol, and it cofts three or fonr fols
in France. Prohibited books are fold at Paris at the fame
price as books permitted, which proves the dearne(s of French
printing.—For to the original price of prohibited bocks, thera
muft be added the expences of carriage, rifks of entryy the
commiflions of different agents, &c. ; with refpect to the good«
nefs of the works, the beft, as I have already obferved, are
printed abroad : Helvetius has faid with reafon, ¢ On ne dit la
wverite, que dans les livres, prohib:s, on ment dans les autres.”

Iedge,
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ledge, that printing in Holland is by fat mioté
¢heap than that of England, and of courfe muft
have the preference. They will fome day ex<
tend this commerce to claffical books*,

SECTION XIVy
SALT.

This article, fo neceffary o the Americans,
and {o abundant in France, muft not be forgot-
ten in the enumeration of commodities to be im-
ported into America. The Ameficans will for
a long time be obliged to get it from Europe;
not that they have no falt marfhes upon the
coafts, and falt pits in the interior parts of the
country ; but thefe marthes, thefe falt pits,
muft have hands to work them ; and hands are

® A man of letters, who had remarked the dearnefs of Eng-

ith books in France, and how difficult it was to get them

England, thought of getting the beft Englith works re-

in Paris ;—=this was a f] c'ﬁiitibn really patrioticese

he abandoned it after having got & few vblumes reprinted, pro-

bably becaufe "the confumption in France was not great

enough, and that of England was not open to him. He might

at prefent revive it, independent America prefents a great
opening to him.

better
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better employed in the United States*. The
falt exported from Europe will for this reafon
be a long time cheaper than that of America s
~—moreover, its freight will coft but little, as
veflels coming from Europe may be ballafted
with it. The Americans ought to give the
preference to French falt ; it is lefs fharp, lefs
torrofive, and poflefles a better quality for falt<
ing, than any other European falt.

The three millions of inhabitants which the
United States contain at prefent, are fuppofed
to confume fixty million pound weight of falt,
without reckoning that which is given te cat-
tle, andthat employed in falting provifions; of
which great quantity is confumed in the United
States, and with which they will carry on a
commerce more and more confiderable : T will
not at prefent go into a calculation of the im-
menfe riches which the furnifhing of made falt
to foreign population, continually increafing,
would produce to France. 1 ought to guard
againft exaggerations: but it may not be im-

® Salt, during the late war, was very dear in America, it
was worth twenty times its ordinary price.~—The deprivation
of this article was very fenfibly felt by the Americans, who
confume much falted provifion, and give a great quantity
of fult to their cattle.

PI‘OPCI'

74
/
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proper to obferve that'a confiderable part of the Bols:®
States of the North will never make any falt. the .pr
It is therefore poffible that French falt may lands ?
have a preference among them, as being cheaper .

o . = . things
and more within their reach: the population of ftedts
thefe States will be more rapid than that of the Let‘
others, and the commerce more varied and ex-

emplo
tenfive. P,

about
Oug
SECTION XV. merce,

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE CATA- marunt

L.OGUE OF FRENCH IMPORTATIONS INTO no ma
THE UNITED STATES. ' S I
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I will extend no further the lift of articles,
which French commerce may furnifh to the
United States : there are many others which I
omit, becaufe the bounds of my work will not
permit me td.examine any more than the prins
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cipal ones.

If faith be given to the calculations cf IL.ord
Sheffield, and of other political writefs, 1t ap=
pears that the amount of the expertations of
Great Britain 1nto free America was, upon-an
average, calculated upon three years, taken
before 1773, near three millions fterling,
wards of feventy-two millions of livres tour-

nois,

Up-
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nois. . How much will it increafe ‘in following
the progreflion of population, and clearing of
lands? It 1s efpecially for this future ftate of
things that France ought to prepare "her

means.

Let it be alfo obferved, that this. commerce
employed feven or eight hundred vefiels, and
about ten thoufand failors.

Ought France to let¥lip fo important a com-
merce, and a means {o natural of {upporting her
marine ! For without commerce there can be
no marine. Has not fhe, in the richnefs of her
fol, in a variety of her manufattures, in ghe
low price of her workmanfhip, in the induftry
and tafte of her inhabitants, in her population,
and in the fituation of her ports, an infinity of
means, f{ufficient to eftablith in America a folid
and extenfive commerce ! It muft be continu-
ally repeated, that if it be withed that peace
fhould reign upon the earth, the words prefer-
ence and competition, which are frequently fig-
nals of difcord, muft be ufed with circum{pec-
tion. Why fhould there be any jealoufy with
refpe to this commerce? In the courfe of
time, independent America will offer a field
wide enough for all the European manufac-
tures.

Vor. II. N CHAP.
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CHAP. VI

OF THE ARTICLES WHICH INDEPENDENT
AMERICA MAY FURNISH IN RETURN FOR
IMPORTATIONS FROM FRANCE.

RRIVED at this part of my work, I

cannot do better than conﬁg«n‘to it the

letter addrefled by M. de Calonne to Mr. Jef-

fetfon, Minifter Plenipotentiary from the Unit-
ed States of America.

LETTER

ADDRESSED TO M, JEFFERSON, MINISTER PLENIPOTENTI-

ARY FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
COURT OF FRANCE.

»

Fontainbleau, 22d O&tober, 1486,
SIR,

The King’s intention being to favour as much
as poffible the commerce of the United States,
I have the honour to communicate to you
fome difpofitions made for that purpofe.

7 - By
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By a letter of the gth of January, 1784, to
the Marquis de la Fayette, I informed him,
that inftead of two free ports, promifed by the

“treaty to the United States, the king had deter-
mined to grant them four, which has been ef-
feCted ; and I promifed him to confider the cuf-
toms and duties on importation and exportation
which fhackle commerce; obferving to him,
that thefe objeéts required confiderable applica~
tion ; they have not yet beéh completed. By
another letter, I informed the Marquis, that his
Majefty had fupprefled the duties on the exporta-
tion of brandy, a meafure which he hoped would
be ufeful to American commerce ; I affured him
alfo, that the duties of the king and admiralty,
payable: by an American veflel on its arrival in
a port of France, fhould be/diminifhed; and af-
terwards that fuch of them as remained, fhould
be reduced to a fingle duty, to be regulated ac-
cording to the number of| mafts or draught of
water, and not according|to the too uncertain

eftimation of gauging. This redu@ion requires
an exa& knowledge of all the duties received in
the ports, and as they are of various fpecies, the
ftate which'I ordered to be drawn up of them

has not yet been given in.|

You know, Sir, the king has charged a par-
N2 ticular
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ticular committee, to examine our commereial
connexions with the United States, and that
the Marquis de la Fayette has laid before it a
proje& analogous to the ideas contained in your
letter to the Count de Vergennes: but you
muft perceive, how imprudent it would be to
hazard, by a change of fyftem, the produce of
a branch of revenue, which amounts to twen-
ty-eight millions of livres, without falling upon
any obje& of the fisk neceflity. After an am-
ple difcuffion of every thing which might at
prefent favour the importation of tobacco from
America to France, it has been decreed, not
that the agreement made with Mr. Morris
thould be departed from, but that, after the ex-
piration of it, no other of the fame import
thould be made; and that in the mean time
the Farmers General fthould be obliged to pur-
chafe annually about fifteen thoufand hogtheads

of American tobacco, coming direétly from the

United States in French or American fhips, at
the fame prices as ftipulated in the contract
made with Mr. Morris.

You will recolle&, Sir, that whilft the de-
mands which had been made for whale oil were

under confideration, the Marquis de la Fayette
made 2 private arrangement with M. Sangrain,
permitting
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permitting him to receive as much of that arti-
cle as thould amount to eight hundred thoufand
livres tournois, and that I had granted pafiports
to exempt this firft quantity from all duties
whatfoever. M. Sangrain made afterwards an
agreement with the merchants of Bofton for
whale oil, to the amount of four hundred thefi«
fand livres a year, for fix years, for whi¢h his
Majefty has promifed the fame favour/( as ens
joyed by the Hanfe towns.

This manner having lately been (exammed
under a more general point of view, the admi-
niftration, to which the ‘committee has made
its report conformable to the requeft of the
Marquis de la Fayette, and to your opinion, re-
lative to the entire abolition of all duties on oils,
has difcovered that it cannot confent to it for
the prefent, on account of engagements entered
into with other powers. All that could be
done was to infure, for ten years,” whale oil,
{permaceti, and every thing comprehended un-
der thefe denominations, coming from the
United States in French or American fhips, the
fame favours and moderation of duties as are
enjoyed by the Hanfe towns. '

His Majefty hopes commercial connexions
between the United States and France will

N 3 become
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become extenfive enough to engage him to con-
tinue the effe@t of this provifionary decifion ;
and as it has been obferved in the committee,
that a confiderable duty was paid upon the
making of the moft favoured whale oils, and
even upon national ones, his Majefty confents
to abolith this dut‘y with refpet to the former,
and upon {permaceti coming immediately from
the United States in French and American
thips; fo that {permaceti and thefe oils will
have to pay, for ten years to come, no more than
feven livres ten fols, and the ten fols per pound,
for all manner of duty; the laft augmentation
of ten fols per pound to ceafe in 179o0.

It has been determined to gain particular in-
formation upon the confumption in France
of rice from Carolina, and that encouragement
fhould be given to the efportation of that ar-
ticle,

Upon the reprefentations which have been
made, touching the confiderable duties paid on
the entry of pot ath and pearl afh, as well as
relative to thofe of beaver fkins and fur, and raw
hides, his Majefty has {upprefled all the duties
on pot ath,—on the fur and fkins of beavers,—
and on hides, coming raw from the United

States, on board American or French veflels,
He
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He will alfo confider of proper encouragements
to be given to every article of the fkin and fur

trade.

His Majefty has equally confented to free
from all duties mafts and yards of every {pe<
cies, red cedar, green oak, in fhort, all tim-
ber proper for the conftruction of veffels, com=
ing from the United States in French or Ame-
rican fhips.

The committee having alfo reprefented, that
there was a duty of five per cent. upon the pur-
chafe of veflels built abroad, and that this duty
was prejudicial to the fale of American veffels,
his Majefty has taken this into his confidera-
tion, and exempted the purchafe of all fhips, -
which fhall be proved to have bgen conftruted
in the United States, from every duty of the
kind. _

Trees, {mall ﬂ}n‘ubs, and feeds of trees alfo,
pay high duties,. which his Majefty has agreed
to abolith upon fuch as fhall be fent from the
United States to France, on board French or
American fhips.

It having been reprefented, that the State of
Virginia had ordered arms for its militia to be
made in France, it has been determined, that
the prohibitions which have hitherto hindered

N 4 the
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the exportation of arms and gunpowder, as well
as the duties required in cafes of particular pers
miffions, fhould be abolithed, and that when-
éver the United States fhall with to have from
France arms, fufils, and gunpowder, they thall
have full liberty to do ity provided it be in
French or American fhips, and that thofe arti-
cles fhall' be fubje& to a very moderate duty
only, folely for the purpofe of calculatmg the
éxportations. :

Finally, his Majefty has received in the fame
favourable manner the demand made to the
committee to fupprefs the ‘confiderable duties
hitherto paid on books and paper of every kind.
His Majefty {upprefles all duties on- articles of
this kind, deftined to the United States, and
put into French or American veffels.

It is with pleafure, Sir,. I announce to you
thefe difpofitions of his Majelty, which are a
new proof to you of his defire-to unite clofely
the commerce of the two nations, and of the
favourable attention he will always give to pro-
pofitions which fhall be made to him in the
name of the United States of America.

I have the honour to be, with a fincere at-
tachment, Sir,

Your very humble and very obedient Servant,

(Signed) DE CALONNE.




UNMITED §TATES OF AMERTCA, 184

. Your nation, Sir, will undoubtedly fee, with
pleafure, the facilities the king has juft given
to.the exportation of the wines of Bourdeaux,
Guienne, and Touraine, and the {uppreflions of
dutxes granted to that effet, by different Arrets
of Cmmdl with which the Marq\us de Ia Fay-
ette will be able to acquaint you,

EXPORTS
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EXPORTS or AMERICA.

I wirL treat but of a few of the articles
which America furnifhes, on account of the
attention which they all merit.

SECTION 1L

TOBACCO.

Of all the articles which France may pro-
cure from the United States, tobacco is the moft
important one to the inhabitants of the two
countries. If it cannot be claffed with our
moft urgent neceffities, it follows them fo clofe,
that excepting cafes wherein the ufe of it ex-
cites» difguft, the déprivation of it ordinarily
difcovers the laft degree of mifery.

We muft not be furprifed at its general ufe.
The man greedy of fenfations, has found one
lively
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lively enough in tobacco: it is perhaps the only
one which he can enjoy at pleafure without in-
juring his health, diminifhing his ftrength, or
{ufpending his work or meditations. Tobacco
awakens the mind agreeably, and obfervers who
have remarked the innocent pleafure, the fpe-
cies of inftantaneous comfort, which a little to-
bacco procures to a poor man, borne down by
the weight of affli¢tion, have always wifhed
that {o fimple an enjoyment fhould be improved
and become lefs and lefs expenfive; and they
cannot reflet without horror on the crime of
that fifcal induftry, which, hardened by mono-
poly to increafe its profits, adulterates {nuff fo
much, as to make it pernicious to health.

The confumption of tobacco muft therefore

become more and more confiderable, and the

commerce of this leaf, already very important,
cannot be decreafed but by the diminution of
its cultivation; which the policy of America
will never permit.

The cultivation of tobacco 1s by no means
proper for the European States, which have ac-
quired population enough to apply another kind
of cultivation to all their good lands. '

It is true the Alfaciens cultivate a little to-
bacco, and they boaft of it; but they would

| make
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make a greater profit if they cultivated their
Jands for provifions. This experience is deci-
five for France, where none of thofe rich lands
exift which are fo well known in America.
It is therefore the intereft of France to get to-
bacco from abroad, but it muft be paid for by
her manufattures: fthe may enjoy this advan-
tage more fully with free America than with
any other country. I will not repeat the rea-
fons of it; I will obferve only, that the free
Americans, having an immenfe extent of lands
which cannot be cleared but in the courfe of
feveral centuries, muft have, for a long time
to come, tobacco to fend to Europe, fince this
production pays with ufury the expences of
clearing.

Its true, that the cultivation of tobacco in
America muft be farther and farther from the
fea, and that the expences of carriage may be-
come confiderable.

But different confiderations place this epocha
at a diftance; firft, in cultivating tobacco in
none but abfolute new lands, the cultivation is
much lefs expenfive, and the produce confider-
ably more abundant ; confequcntly it will coft
much lefs in a new foil than when the foil re-
quires more labour and manure. Secondly,

America,
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America, interfeéted in every diretion by rivers
and lakes, has infinite refources for rendering

water carriage every where eafy, and confe-
/

quently never expenfive. It is eafy to multi-
ply canals, and confequently communications ¢
no part of the world is fo much favoured in this
refpet as America. Thirdly, The banks of
the Ohio and the Mifliflippi offer immenfe
lands to be cleared; the Ohio falls into the
Miffiffippi, which falls in its turn into the fea.:
thefe two rivers are almoft every where nayi-
gable, and the lands near them produce already
excellent tobacco, and will continue to do fo
for a long time*. Fourthly, If the price of

* It is impoffible to view, without indignation, that narrow
policy of Spain, which would fhut out the Americans from all
communication with the fea by the Mifliippi. How is it,
that fhe cannot perceive, that her mercantile interefts invite
her, on the contrary, to favour this navigation, by ereCing
ftore houfes upon the banks of this river near to its mouth?
Is fhe ignorant of the advantages of depofitories? And with
refpect to her political intereft, is there a greater one for her
in thefe countries, than to make herfelf immediately neceffary
to- American eftablifaments, within the reach of the Ohio?
Muft fhe wait till they adopt other means ! ~What will be
gained by creating dilcontent among a free people? If it be
wifhed that thefe people thould not become powerful, they
muft be deftroyed ; and if this barbarity belongs not to the
eighteenth century, it is neceffary to make friends of them.
Expedients in politics are childith and vain,

v tobacco
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tobacco fhould be incteafed, France would no€
feel the difference, if the free Americans, pre-
ferring the culture, continued to want Euro-
pean manufactures, and gave the preference to
thofe of France. According to this fyftem,
the exchange of merchandize, manufattured in
France for the produ@ions of the foil of Ame-
rica, may be ftill made with advantage, if even
thefe productions fwere fold in France below
the firft coft in America. 'We have long feen
the French commerce of the Levant produce
great profits, although the merchandize brought
in return was fold at a lefs price in France
than it coft at the place where it was produc-
#d. This circumftante ftill exifts.
Therefore the {peculation, moft to the inter-
.eft of France, is to take as much tobacco as the
can confume from the Americans, and pay for
it with her manufaGures *.

* The tobacco leaf, of which the farmers general had the
entire monopoly, or exclufive fale, produced to the king a clear
nett revenue, annually, of between twenty-cight and twenty-
nine millions of livres.

SECTION
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SECTION IL

FISHERIES, WHALE OIL, &C. SPERMACETL
CANDLES.

Among the articles of fubfiftence which na-
ture has liberally given to men, fifh is one of
the moft abundant, the moft eafy to be procur-
ed, and the moft proper to preferye their health
and ftrength *, * By what fatal privilege is this
food confined in France almoft to the rich ?
Why does not fith abound in all places, where
this tribute of the fea can be received in its ori-
ginal ftate, and without being charged with the
expences of too long a carriage? Since it is {o
well known, that it is advantageous'to a ftate,
and to every clafs of citizens, to procure an
abundance and a variety of eatables, let them
come from where they will, or of whatever

* Such is the powerful influence on population, of the
* abundance of articles ¢f fubfiftence, and efpecially that of fith,

that it is principally fo this article of life that the empire of -

Chipa owes the incredible number of its inhabitants.

nature

»
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nature ‘they be, provided“they be chcap and
wholefome; why 1s this political rul dcparted
ftom, with, refpect to fith, to that\ aliment
which natdfe produces eyery where with fuch
fecundity ! Whatever may <be the motiyes
‘whic‘:k may repel it, by-an overcharge of duties,
they'can proceed from nothing but a culpable
ignorance.

Fuliy’convinced of the benefit which muft
refult to mapkind from an abundaucc of provi-
fions, an& from the facxhty of produeing this
abunJance, in receiving from each nation the
fuperfluity which nature has given it, I fhall
take great gare not to copy the narrow {yftem
of Lord Shefficld with refpett to fitheries,—
His Lordfhip agrees, that the independent Ame-
ricahs have, for the great fifhery, natural ad-
vantages, with which it is impoffible for the
Europeanggo contend.

In fa&, the Americans are near that part of
the Atlagtic where great fith abound; thercfore
their fithery muft be lefs expenfive to them.
If accidents happen, they are foon repaired;
all their operations are more prompt and fure;
having a better knowledge of thefe feas, they
are expofed to lefs rifks than Europeans : final-
ly, their proximity to the fitheries, affures them
| provifions
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provifions ‘more frefh*, and puts it in their
power to renew them more frequently ; con-
fequently their fithermen enjoy more conftant
health, and have older officers and failors among
them: thefe are ineftimable advantages to Ame-
rica.

The Englith have very few of thefe advan
tages; ‘the Frefch fearcely any.—~But ought
we to conclude with Lord Sheffield; from this
order of things, that American fith fhould be
charged with duties, in order to fupport the
rfational fithery, againft this competition j the
nature of things dictates to Francewrore wife
and advantageous means.—Fifh is neurifthing;
w~whatever is nourithing is prolific: if the

Americans fith at lefs expence than the Freach,
{fo much the better for the laft; fith will be
more abundant, and at a lower price in France,
Let Franee open her ports ; the Americans will
bring fith into them, and will pay themfelves
with either the productions of the {oil of France,

# Such is the advantage of the Americans, that they fur=
nith provifions to the fedentary fifheries of the Englith, "Acs
cording to Colonel Champion, the provifions of Europe are
more dear, and not fo good ;. the difference in favour of \ the
Américans is in the proportion of four to feven; and it can~
not Be otherwife.

Vou. IL. O
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or of her induftry ; and the population to which
this abundance and cheapnefs are faveurable
will increafe the preductions of French induf-
try. [/

Moreover, it is neceflary, either to renounce
exterior commerce, or to confent that there
thall be fomething to exchange on both fides.
To with to eftablith.and encourage a com-
merce with a foreign pation, and not to leave
it to the care of furnifhing that which it col-
le&s with the greateft facility, is a manifeft
contradi@®ion. The enlightened policy of com-
merce 1s not to invade all the branches of it,
but to do nothing but that which can be done
better and cheaper than any other. Therefore,
fince the Americans have fith on their coafts,
fince they are in the neighbourhood of New-
foundland, leave to their induftry that branch

which nature has given to them in preference ;
let us not difpute it with them; firft, becaufe
it would be in vain to do it, and in' the next
place, becaufe France may reap, without fith-
ing, more advantageoufly the fruit of the Ame-

rican fifheries,
¢ But,” fays Lord Sheffield, ¢ failors niuft
““ be found for the navy; and the fifheries are
¢ the nurferies for them; therefore, the fith-
‘¢ eries
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¢ eries muft be fupported; . and no fith con-
¢t fumed but that which we take ourfelves; on
«¢ which account premiums are neceffary.”

There 1s no doubt but failors are formed in
the fitheries, but it is not in throwing nets or
hooks, in curing or preparing fith, thdt this is
doné; itis bya fréquent and long exéreife on board
veflels in laborious manceuvfes, in living, {0 to
{peak, among rocks, and in feas, which thie vi-
cinity or nearnefs of oppofité coafts makes con-
tinually dangerous : now this exercife of vigi-
lancé, agility, and ix}tc.lligcnce, is performed by
the failor in coafting and fifhing on the coafts
of his own country. Let coafting be frequent,
and let not this fithery be difcouraged in France,
and it will not be neceffaty, in order to form
failors, to fend them fo far to take fith, which
they cannot bring to Europe without great ex-
pence : by which the confumption is confe-
quently limited, and which deprives us of the
ineftimable advantage of receiving in abundance,
that which the independent Americans can take
at much lefs expence.

Without doubt the exercife of the fitheries
of the North forms intrepid failors; and this
painful life muft be confented to. But when
nature has placed men in a climate where they

012 have
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have but a few fteps to make to the iaterior of
the country®, to find an occupation exempt
from dangers and lefs fatiguing ; when they can
get their bread vpon land, under a clear and
calm fky, if he reafons, how will he be engag-
ed to truft his life to boards, and to brave icy
feas, to expofe himfelf during the fineft months
in the year to perpetual ftorms, which affail
thefe fithing banks, {o frequently ftained, by
means of the moft fatal érrors, with European

blood ?
It-will be anfwered, by premiums+, by pri-
vileges,

# The French fth but a part of the year; moft of the
filhermen are day labourers, employed on land, which they
leave in the month of February, and return to it in July,

t England gives confiderable premitms to het fithermen.
~But the inconveniences and abufes of the firft premiums,
render them of no effect. Thefe abufes are chicfly as follows :
The fithing veflel muft go to a certain port; the equipage
muft pafs in review before the Officers of the Cuftoms; the
fhip muft eomplete her cargo, or remain three months at fca
to do it :=—fo that if in the firft week fhe procured nine-tenths
of it, the would be obliged to keep the fea for the other tenth,
The fhip can take no inftruments but thofe proper for the
fithery, to which the premium is applied ;. the cargo cannot be
difcharged but in a certain port; there are gencral formalities
to be dblerved with refpedt to the falt which fhe carries out
and brirgs Home ; the owners are expofed to vexations from
Cuftom-houfe Officers, to law:fuits which they are obliged to

carry
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vileges, and by prohibitions or overcharges of
duties, which are equivalent to préhibitions on
foreign' induftry.

But it muft not be forgotten, that articles of
fubfiftence are here in queftion, that thofe forc-
ed means make them dearer, that'their con-
fumption is then limited, and their effet re-
ftrained; that in forcing nature in this manner,
1s doing it at the expence of population, for by
this barbarous regimen, men are deftroyed in-
ftead of being produced, whilft permiffion to
bring into fea-ports the fith of thofe who have
nothing better to do than to take it would in-
fallibly increafe population.

Morcover, to whom are thefe premiums and
all other favours, with which it is withed to
combat the nature of things, diftributed ?, Does
the individual of whom it is intended té make
a failor’ enjoy any advantage from them? Let
not men be deceived in this, they are the prey

carry on in courts of juftice, far from their refidence.—Judge
if a poor fifherman tan expofe himfelf to thefe inconvenien-
cies ; this is what has caufed fitheries to decline, efpecially
thofe of Scotland.—It is what has given fo much afcendancy
to the Dutch, who have no premiums. It is that which has
rendered premiums ufelefs, Other Governments adopt this
method of giving premiums: the fame difficulties are attached

to them, and yet people are aftonifhed that things go not on
better.

O 3 of

’
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of the na"vigator, who goes not out of his clo=
fet but to walk about, and who direés his fteps
fometimes toward the fea fide. He begins by
taking his own fhare, and be perfuaded that
the wages which he offers to thafe whom he
employs to conduét his perilous enterprize are
parfimonioufly calculated: therefore the end is
not attained,

If there be an abfolute want of failors who
have paffed their noviciate about the Banks of
Newfoundland, and. in the North feas, there is
a more fimple and fure means, lefs expenfive,
and what is more important, one which is ex-
empt from deftructive confequences, to form
them. Choofe from hpneft families young,
robuft, and inte]ligent men ; infure to them a
pcrfonél recompenfe if, after a certain number
of voyages on bogrd fihing vefiels, they bring
certificates pf good behaviour, and of experience
acquired by practice, Oblige them to go op
board veffels belonging to nations or cities, to
which thefe difficult fitheries are a neceflary re-
fource.[ Jt is there they will acquire real
knowlddge. Thefe, added afterwards to failors
exercifed in the coafting and in the fitheries on
their own coafts, will form for the navy expe-
rienced failors. |

Whale oil belongs to the fifheries: it is ana-

ther
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ther great article of commerce with the United
States.  All oil of this denomination is not
produced by whales only; great quantities of it
1s drawn from feals, and other {pecies of fifh.

.. The ufe of this oil is much reftrained in
France*: that of the white of the whale, and
of which fuch fine candles are made, is little
known there. The ufe of oil will become
more general,

Lord Sheffield is of opinion, that found poli-
cy makes it neceflary that the Englifh thould
prohibit, or at leaft difcourage by duties, Ame-
rican oil. It was with this idea that the go-
vernment of England impofed a duty of four

hundred and " fifty livres tournois per ton on otls
imported by the independent Americans, to fa-
vour the oils of Canada and Nova Scotia.

This nigour fhould make this prodution,
which has been hitherto profcribed, received in
France. The introdu&ion of it 1s fo much the
more neceflary, as the I'rench whale fithery is

ruined. Bayon, formerly celebrated for this
fithery, has abandoned it; Dunkwk, which con-

* By ftatements which deferve fome faith it appears, that
in 1784 the importation into France of whale oil, and that of
other fith taken by the French, was 1,610,6" g lb.—Foreign
oil 2,948,099 Ib. Portugal furnithed almoft half of the laft.

-0 4 tinues
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tinues to fit out veflels, furnithes but little of
this oil, af}md at a very high price. :

® Whether the French go to the North, or
towards Brafil, they will labour under a difad-
vantage :—Without afylum in cafe of misfor-
tune, their navigation is always longer and
more expenfive than that of other nations which
carry on a whale fithery. It is therefore more
to the advantage of France to receive American
oil, and to pay for it with her wines and ma-

pufactures, .
The Frénch government foon perceived the

neceflity of receiving the oils of America. Had
pot this been done, an emigration of - American
fithermen into Canada and Nova Scotia would
have been the confequence. This. was near
happening, fome time aftdr the peace, in the
ifland of Nantucket. - In defpair on fecing the
ports of England fhut, and not knowing where
to fell their oils, which alone fupplied all their
wafts, the inhabitants had refolved to emigrate
to Nova Scotia, when, on the moment of de-
parture, they received a letter from the Marquis
de la Fayette, whom they juftly looked upon as
their patrop and father. He perfuaded them to
pe patient until the French government fhould
fupprefs or reduce the dutics on oils, wl}:ich

! ave
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have been reduced for a limited time; but dur-
ing this time the independent Americans are to
enjoy, with refpe& to their oils, all the
advantages given to the moft favoured nation ¥;
and this favour, joined to all their other advan-
tages, cannot fail to give them a great {uperio-
rity in this branch of commerce, as beneficial
to France as tgghem, ) ,

The white of the whale muft be -added, and
the candles made with this {ubftance ; they are
known by the name of {permaceti candles, and
ferve inftead of very fine bougies or wax can-
dles. The American Colonies exported-of them,
according to Lord Shefficld, to the amount of
five hundred thoufand livres tournois, in the
years 1768, 1769, and 1770, calculating thefe
candles at thirty-two fols a pound. 1Itis pro-
bable, that thefe would be better ‘made in
France,

* Such are the duties on whale oil, &c. paid in France, ac-
cording to the tarifs of 1664, and 1667 ; whale bone, cut and
prepared by the French, thirty fols per cwt. fins three livres y
ber cwt. a barrel of pil of five hundred pounds weight, three
livres.=—Whale bone from foreign fitheries, pays in the fuft

inftance, nineteen livres, in the fecond, thirty livres, and
fwehe livres in the third, The¥anle Towns pay nine livres
in the firft inftance, and feven livres ten fols in the third.—It
§6 this laft duty which the American oils now pay.

SECTION
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SECTION I
CORN, FLOVR, &c.

Foreign corn and flour enter France on
payi:g a duty too inconfiderable to make any -
fenfible increafe in their price. The principles
laid down in the preceding article, with refpect
to articles of {ubfiftence, muft be adopted for
the commodities of corn and flour.

The corn merchant, the moft ufeful of all
merchants (whatever the vulgar, who, from a
want of information, confounds a dealer in corn
~with a monopolifer, may think of him), fears
arbitrary exceptions, fudden prohibitions, and
unexpeéted ftrokes of authority. his ftate of
uncertainty prevents the {olid eftablithment of
the true {yftem of liberty, whence refult innu-

merable conveniencies, which no other fy{-

tem would bring on provided it were fixed,
and that it afforded a certain bafjs of calcula-
tion. _

But how could a legiflation for corn be form-
ed which fhould not be ong of liberty, and
which (houyld neverthele(s afford a like bafis?

This
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This is impofiible : feeking, firlt of all, the par~
ticular rules for every cafe, when thefe are of
a nature not to be forefeen, 1s fecking for a
chimera.

Not to fall into contradi¢tion it is neceflary
to choofe between arbitrary power and liberty.
—But that which is arbitrary prefents nothing

but a perfpective which is naturally difcourag-

ing, No property is fafe under this fyftem :
when it exifts, the merchant and the cultivator
are obliged to hazard their property in a lottery,
of which the chicaneries cannot be calculated ;
for it is neceflary to forefee the falfe informa-
tions, errors, and manceuvres, of an intereft dif-
ferent from their own, and even from that of
the public, the attempts of power, &c. ; and if
all thefe confiderations ought to enter into the
clements of their calculations, how can they
found hopes on fuch a variable bafis ?

Liberty confifting, on the contrary, in the
choice which every one may make of that
which is moft agreeable to him, according to
the circumftances of the moment. This is a
general rule; it is applicable to every cale, and
the hope of gain is always accompanied by the
decifive certainty that an individual will be
matfter of all his induftry, and of combining his

{peculations
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{peculations according to circumftances, which
human power cannot.govern.

From this demonftrated truth, that i every
ftate of circumftances, the firft thing needful
to the commerce of grain 1s a fixed rule, re-
fults the neceffity of embracing the fyftem of
liberty, and of proteing it in its fulleft extent,
without oppofing any reftrictive condition *.

Governments fhould be determined by the
necellity alone of this fixed rule, if the (y{tem
of liberty was not even demonftrated to bg the
befl in every refpect. - But this {yftem is x;)
over the moft certain prefervative agaiﬁf’t the

gBre-
alternatives of ‘rumous abundance, and {carcity
ftil more ruinons, which are both calamities,
wherever impofts are confiderable. |
Lord Sheffield obferves, that Europe, not be-
ing conflantly under the neceffity of recurring
to American corﬁ, the United States cannot put
corn and flour ‘1to the clafs of produions,
which found an effential and durable com-

* The Englith fometimes prohibit importation or expor-
tation.~But it muft be obferved, that the Englith previoufly
fix the price of corn, which determines prohibitions, This
is therefore a fixed law, and which, confequently, deranges not
fpeculatofs like an arbitrary law.

3 merce.
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merce ¥. Lord Sheffield is miftaken. It 1sa
truth, which every man of obfervation is ac-
quainted with, that net a year comes forward
without thewing that fome one or more nations
in Europe are in want of corn. This want of
grain therefore being occafionally extended to
all Europe, France ought to be anxious tol be-
come the magazine of it, {ince England was fo
formerly. Therefore it would be advantageous
to conftruét in the free ports opened to the Unit-
ed States/commodious depofitories to receive
and préferve American corn. By this means

* We have no fimple :expreflion in France for faple com-
modities; words by which the Englith term thofe forts of pro-
duétions of foil or induftry, fo naturalized as to form an effen-
tial part of national riches, and of which the commerce is
favoured by great eftablithments, fuch as public buildings, de-
pofitories, and places or markets, deflined to thefe productions.
Thefe are called the faple, whence the expreflion flaple com-
medities was naturally formed,

We have not, like the Englifh, the happy liberty of making
words : their language becomes more rich, their elocution
rapid, and we lufe ourfelves in long circumlocutions, to de-
fcribe a thing of which we want the name; an inconvenience
more pernicious to inftruction than is believed. This re-
mark is not at prefent ill timed: it is to/ thofe who conduct
affairs, who live among them, whofe vocation itis to treat there-

on, to create words which expliin them glearly and properly.

corn
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corn would’ be always ready to be tranfported
to the place where the beft price was to be had
for it. Thefe free ports being depofitories
where articles neceffary to the United States
would be colleted, the commerce of corn
would thereby acquire a continuation advanta-
geous to the tyo nations :——advantageous to
America, becaufe' the certainty of a place of
depofit, fafe and little expenfive, would caufe
grain to be fent more frequently ; advantage-
ous to France, becaufe, befides the continual
poffeffion of - an important commodity, and
which would guarantee it from every manceu-
vre of interior motopoly, thefe depofitories
would furnith the means of a coafting trade,
" almoft continual, from the north of France to
the fartheft part of the Mediterranean.

France does not grow all the corn fhe
confumes*; fhe is obliged to get it from the
north, from Sicily, and the coafts of Africa;

* This is a fally though contrary to the common opinion.
Another fa&, which proves the neceflity of admitting corn at
a low rate, fuch as the corn of America is, that three-fourths
of the,inhabitants of the province of Beauce, which produces
fuch fine corn, eat black bread and no other, and of which
they have not even enough. What muft this fcarcity be in

other provinces where no corn is grown ?

that
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that of the United States ought to be moré pro-
per for her, for two reafons: Firft, it muft be
cheaper, being the produce of a cultivating peo-
ple. Secondly, the people have more various
and general wants of frefh provifions than the
{fouthern countries of Europe. The American
may receive wines, fine oils, and fruits of France,
in exchange for his'‘corn. The Neopolitan, the
Sicilian, and the African, cannot be paid in the
fame manner. '

Finally, there is another con fideration favour-
able to the importation of American corn: it
may eafily arrive at Honfleur* ; there it may
be ftored up, and undergo all the proceffes ne-
ceffary to its prefervation ; procefles which are

become very fimple and little expenfive-f.
Thefe

* | quote Honfleur, becaufe this port, from various cir-
cumflances, ufelefs to mention here, is deftined by nature to
‘become the depofitory of a great commerce, and that efpe-
cially of the United States with France. The project of
making it a free port has been under confideration; and it
is to the greateft interelt of France that this project fhould be
carried into execution.

+ Thefe confift in nothing but placing magazines in the
open air, opened to dry winds, and conftrutted in fuch a
manner as to be entirely removed. This operation, per-
formed once a fortnight, in proper weather, needs only to be
repeated a certain number of times; after which the corn

may
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‘Thefe eftablifhments would keep up a confider-
able quantity of foreign corn within the reach
of the capital, a greater advantage than may

be ima~gined.

There are ftill other motives which ought to
engage the French to encourage the importa-
tion of American corn. They have need of
it for the vaft /magazines Which the land and
fea forces, and ﬂ'equently {carcity, oblige them

to keep ftored.

What fhould hinder Government from form-
ing magazines of American corn in the French
fugar iflands, which tempefts, conflagrations,
and other unforefeen accidents, expofe fo fre-
quently to famine, becaufe contrated vitual-
ling is carried on by monopolifers, who fend but

little in order to fell d‘?

may be left in a heap, without fear of its heating. Experi-
ments of this kind have been carefully made. The method
of preferving corn ufed at Geneva may be quoted: The go-
vernment has eftablithed one of its greateft revenues in the
fale of corn to the people, and its intereft has, confequently,
led it to improve the art of preferving this commodity. Be-
fides, in depofitories deftined wholly to the corn dealers, the
(ame corn never remains long enough to render its preferva-
tion difficult. There is fome réafon to belicve that the falt
€ air of the fea is favourable for it.

SECTION
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SECTION 1V,

MASTS, YARDS, AND OTHER TIMBER FOR THE
NAVY.

France, like other European ftates which
have a royal navy and fleets of merchant fhips
to keep in repair, imports timber from Livonia
and Ruffia. This general magazine begins to
be exhaufted ; the quality of its mafts is not
fo good as formerly. This commerce is, more-
over, attended with the difadvantage to France
of requiring confiderable remittances of money,
without reckoning the inconveniences of a dan-
gerous navigation, frequently intcrrupt;d by
ice; alfo the competition of {everalnations,
which their proximity and many other circum-
ftances naturalize, fo to {peak, in the ports and
{eas of the North ; advantages which the French
cannot have.

Thefe confiderations ought to determine
France to turn her attention to the United
States, to procure from them the timber necef-
fary for her navy, and maft timber efpecially.
There is but one objection to this, and it arifes

from prejudice, It is pretended in France, that
Vor. II. P the
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the quality of American timber is very much

inferior to that of the Baltic. Some people go

{o far as to maintain that it 1s ixﬁ’;;;oper for the
conftru&ion of veflels. 1 have reafon to believe
that this judgment is not only hafty, but dic-
tated either by ignorance, or the partiality of
perfons interefted in the Baltic timber.

It is not in the laws of nature, that immenfe
countries, whofe afpeéts are as varied as thofe
of Europe can be, and in .whofe foil there are
the fame diverfities, fhould produce no timber
but of a quality inferior to that of the timber
of Europe.

Better directed inquiries, and a more atten-
tive examination, will foon deftroy this preju-
dice againft the quality of American timber;
a prejudice fo much the more difagreeable, as
it would deprive the commerce between France
and the United States of an article important
to the two nations.

If France will inform herfelf ferioufly of this
matter, let her confult even the enemies of
America; let her confult Lord Sheffield, fo
moderate in his eulogiums, when it is neceffary
to give them to the independgnt Americans.
His Lordfhip fays exprefsly, ¢¢ that the nego-
¢¢ ciators of the treaty of peace, who have ceded

¢ the
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““ the territory of Penobfeot, to the eaft of
¢¢ Cafco bay, belonging to Great Britain, de-
¢ ferve the fevereft cenfure; as this eountry
¢¢ produces, without contradition, the beft
¢ timber. The coaft,” adds his Lordfhip,
¢¢ is covered with ‘timber proper for navigation
¢¢ and other ufes, and in quantities {ufficient to
¢ the wants of Great Britain for centuries to
¢ come. The white pine, known in England
¢¢ by the name of the Weymouth Pine, or
¢¢ the Pimre of New England, abounds in this
“¢ territory ; it 1s inconteftably the beft for
¢ mafts, and grows there to a prodigious
“ height.”

This is confirmed. to us by men who have
travelled and refided 'in the United States.
Thefe men aflure us, that the States produce
all kinds of timber of which we are in need,
and that the white pine of the Connetticut,
Penobfcot, and Kennebeck rivers is, at leait,
equal in quality to that of the north of Europe.
The “fhip-builders of Philadelphia efteem it fo
much, that they begin to make Afe of it for
fide planks above the furface of the water.

Green oak, of which there are fuch fine fo-
refts in Georgia, unites the moft precious qua-
lities; it may be procured from St. Mary’s,

P2 of
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of a more  confiderable fcantling than that
which comes from the Levant and the ifland
of Corfica; it is compact, the worms never at-
tack it, and its duration is unequalled. The
green oak of Carolina is the hardeft timber
known ;—the veflels built with it are of a very
long duration.,

SECTION V.

SKINS AND FURS.

In this trade Lord Shefﬁeld' looks upon the

United States as dangerous rivals to Canada;

and it is not without reafon that his lordfhip is

of this opinion.

The proximity of the great eftablithments
which the independent Americans form at pre-
{ent at Pitfburgh, and in many other places of
their pofieflions beyond the mountains; muft
infenfibly give them great advantages in this
commerce, and make them partake with Cana-
da a large fhare of the profits.

In fa&, the regions fituated between the wa-
ters of the lake Ontario, and thofe of the Mif-
fiffippi, interfeted by the numerous rivers
which fall into the South and North-Weft of

Late
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Lake Erie, of the Michigan, and of the Superior,
as far as the Ouwifconfing *, and even to the /ac
des “bois 5 the great undertakings in which the
Virginians'arc at prefent employed, to improve
the navigation of the Potowmack, to the foot of
the Alle-Gheny; the probability of another
communication with the ultramontane waters,
by means of the weftern branches of the Su/~
quebannab ; without omitting the facility with
which the inhabitants of the ftate of New York
went to Niagara before the war, in going up
the Hudf{on's river from their capital to Albany,
beyond that of the Mohawks, crofling the little
"lake of Oneida, and by means of an eafy carri-
age™ going 'down the river of Ofwego, in the
mouth of which the Ontario forms an excellent
harbour ; all thefe reafons, and many others
which relate not only to geography, but to
climate, proximity, &c. muft in a few years put
the Americans in pofieffion of the greateft part
of the fur trade.

Thefe advantages will be ftill more certain,
when the Englith (hall have evacuated the forts

* A great river which falls into the Miffiffippi, at feven
hundred leagues from the fea.

P3’ of
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of Niagara¥, the great eftablithment of the
ftreight 44 and that of the Michillimakinack §.
The annual fales in London of furs from Ca-
nada, produced, in 1782, four milliens: feven
hundred thoufand livres toumois,-fofpcthing
more in 1783, and in.1784 they amounted to
upwards of five millions, ' All thefe; furs are
paid for with Englith manufaltures, and the
fousth part is prepared in England,. by which
their value is doubled. Now this, rich com-
merce, carried on by way of' Quebec; will-cer-
tainly fall as foon as the forts and the countries
which, they command, fhall be reftored to the
Americans.,. It 1s from .this confideration that
the reftitution of thefe fortsis withheld ; to the
period of which,the Englifh look forward with
pain.

* A very important one, which commands the fpace of the
thirteen leagues which feparates the lakes Erie and Ongario,
+ A city founded by the French, on the height of St.

Claire, which carries the waters of the lakes Mlthgan and -

Huron into the Erié: v
. 1 A fort and eftablithment at the point, in the ifland of this
name, which commands the paffage of thefalls of St, Mhry,

through which the waters of the upper lake fall mto thofc of
the Huro, -

SECTION
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SECTION VL
RICE, INDIGO, FLAX-SEED.

It is not poffible to fpeak of American rice
without thinking of the pernicious incotveni-
ences which “its cultivation produces. The
wretched flaves who cultivate it, obliged to be
half the year in water, are expofed to fcrophu-
lous diforders and a prematurée death. It is faid,
that this confideration prevents the ftates,
wherein rice is produced, from abolifhing fla-
very. Free men would not devote themfelves
willingly to this deftruive labour *.

Were this even true, and that in the {yftem
of liberty means could not be'found to recon-
cile this culture to the health of the labourers,
a {ufficient motive could not be drawn from it
to condemn to death, or to cruel difeafes, a part

* Rice is cultivated in Piedmont and in Italy; by peeple
who have no habitations, and are known by the name of Ban-
ditti, the fruit of the bad political conftitutions of that part of
Europe. When thefe Banditti have finithed their work, the

Sbirres condué them to the frontlcrs, for fear of the diforders
to which their ina&ion and mifery might incline them.

P4 of
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of our fellow creatures, born free, equal us *,
and with an equal right to live. Were the
culture of this commodity even abfolutely ne-
ceffary, this neceflity would give us no right
over the lives of negroes, or it would be the
effe@ of a ftate of war; for {fervitude was never
a right,

* They are of a different colour from that of the Euro-
peans; but does-the quality of man depend on colour? Are
not the negroes organized as we are? Have not they like us
every thing which belongs to the prodution of the fpecies, to

the formation of ideas, and to their development? If their

black colour ought tp have any moral effe&, to bave any in-
fluence over their fite, or to determine our condudk towards
them, it fhould be that of inducing us to’ leave them where
they are, and pot to force them away from their country; not
to punifh them by the moft barbarous treatment on account
of their colour; not to drag them into a foreign land, to con-
demn them thére to the viie and painful life of animals. Do
they come and offer themfelves volantarily as flaves? Do
they afk to leave thofe torrid zones, wherein nature feems to
have circumfcribed them by their colour, as the has done by
us in more temperate ones by our white complexions ?. Their
wants being few, keep them in ignorance; we add every
thing capable of changing it into imbecility, and we argue
upon this degradation, of which we are the culpable authors,
to tranquillize ourfelves on the jult reproaches which nature
‘makes us! Can we boaft therefore of our knowledge, as long
as it remains an accomplice in thefe horrors! See on this
fubje®, lexamen ¢ritique des Voyages, de M, de Chaftelux.
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There is a {pecies of dry rice no way dange-
rous to cultivate. Moreover the example of the
Chinefe and the Indians, among whom the
culture of rice makes not fuch ravages, ought,
to make us hope, that in imitating them Tifé
and health would be reftored to men, of which
we have never had a right to deprive them.

After having confidered this production as a
man fthould confider it, I muft now confider it
as a merchant ought to do.

The French government has not yet taken a
determined refolution relative to the introduc-
tion of Mmerican rice. It is a wholefome and
fimple article of fubfiftence, proper to f{upply
the place of principal commodities. It cannot be
too often repeated, that the multiplication of
articles of fubfiftence ought to be encouraged ;
it would render life lefs painful to the people,
increafe population, and confequently natural
riches. '

If Francewifhes to have a great and folid
commerce with the Uhited States, fthe ought
to admit all the produttions of the United
States,

The Americans exported annually, during
the years 1768, 1769, and 1770, to Great Brie
tain and the fouth of Europe, a hundred and
3 fifteen
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fifteen thoufand barrels of rice, worth fix mil- |

« lions and a half of livres tournois®. It is the
moﬁ‘conﬁdcrable article of exportation after to-
bacco, wheat, and flour. It deferves there-
fore that France fhould think of it. for -her
commerce, and endeavour to bring it into her
Aj)ort.s, to be diftfibuted there to other European
marketg,

INDIGO.

" Thegfame thing may be faid of the indigo
of the Carolinas. and Georgia; it makes a part
of the important productions of tha United
States, and is confumed n Europe ;=—it is there-
fore neceflary to open for its reception all the
French perts, and afterwards to give it eafy
communications. ' The Englith received of it
annually, during the years 1768, 1769, and
1770, fo the amount of three millions of livres
tournoist. It was principally confumed in
England, Ireland, and the north of Europe, by
reafon &f its low price. ‘The indigo of St, Do-
mingo is much dearer.

® The exportation from Charleftown, from Décember
1784; to December 1785, amountéd to 67,71 Bartels.
%, 1 '_I'heeprrtation of dye-ftuff, made gn’78,, from Charlef-
town, amounted to 500,920 peund weight. ‘
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The Indigo of Carolina and Georgia has acs

quired a much better quality fince the firft
quantities of it arrived in England ; but I have
not learnt that it is to be compared with the
indigo of Domingo. ' Travellers fay, that Ca«
rolina produces indigo almoft as good as that of
the French iflands. /
.. There are kinds of dying to which low
priced indigo is proper; and, for this reafony
certain dyers ufe that of the Carolinas and Geor-
gia. In thefe cafes, it will always have the
preference. - Therefore American indigo thould
be admitted. as long as there is a confumption
for it, for the Americans will contmue to cul-
tivate it ;. and fince this cultivation cannot be
prevented, the moft advantageous thing is to
ftrive to become agents in the general come
merce of America.

FLAX-SEED,

North America fent to England and Ireland,
during the years 1768, 1769, and 1770, flax-
feed to the amount of two millions and a half
of livres tournois;—it was all confuméd in
Great, Britain. The advantage of paying for
this .{eed with Irith linens, gave it the prefers
ence to that of Flanders and the Baltie,  Flax-

feed
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feed from thefe countries is, moreover, very the flax
dear. firlt pre
It is the bufinefs of thofe French merchants, think of
whio may be interefted in the commerce with :
the United States, to confider what advantages
they may derive from this commerce. If the
culture of flax becomes extenfive in France, fo-
reign feed ought to be preferred for two reafons :
—the quality of the producion is improved by
it, and there is more advantage in {pinning flax Befor
in peopled and 'induftrious countries, than.in rhosived
letting it ripen to gather feed. . It appears, that foni Al
flax-feed comes not in abundance, but. from dhie: fou
countries where there are not hands fufficient ancont
to fpin, or give the firft preparation, even to 1769,
theflax they produce; it is then proper to cul- febusi 1
tivate it for its feed, -which becomes a confider~ thoufan
able article of commerce ¢ as long as this ftate twenty:
of things fubfifts, it muft alfo be proper for tine: t
peopled countries to get flax-feed from abroad. exportal
Flanders feems to be an exception; but the twenty-
exportation of flax is there prohibited, ' for the The
purpofe of encouraging {pinning, &c.;. in this lith, as
cafe Flanders, being a country very proper. for proper
the cultivation of flax; may leave to many cul- nufatu
tivators of this plant. no other refource than the. by then
eommerce of the feed. = It is: probable, -that if confide
the -

NAVAL
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the flax could ‘be fent from Flanders, after the
firft preparation for {pinning, nobody would
think of gathering the feed.

SECTION VIL

NAVAL STORES, SUCH AS PITCH, TAR, AND
TURPENTINE.

Before the emancipation of America, England
received’ confiderdble {upplies of thefe -articles
from America, particularly from Carolina and
the' fouth. The quantities of thefe articles
amounted annually, during the years 1768,
1769, and 1770, to, twenty-feven thoufand
feven hundred barrels of pitch; eighty-two
thoufand four - hundred barrels of tar; and
twenty-eight thoufand one hundred of turpen-
tine: the whole amounting, in the port. of
exportation, to one million two hundred and
twenty-cight thoufand livres tournois.

Thefe ftores were very valuable to the Eng-,
lith, as well for their commerce as for their
proper confumption. Two confiderable ma«
nufaltures, eftablithed at Hall, were' {fupported
by them; tar was there converted into pitch,;
confiderable quantities of it were exported to.

the
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the fouth, where it was received in' competis
tion with that from the north of Europe.
Turpentine, converted in thefe manofacturef
into oil or fpirit, furnithed a confiderable objeét
of commerce. England confumes a great deal
of it in the preparation of celours, varnifhes,
&c. ) ;
The American revelution has not made the
Engd lofe fight of thefe ftores: the want
they have of them makes it imprudeiit to truft
wholly to the exportation of thefe articles from
Ruflia and Sweden, where the Englith have
the Dutch" for competitors. Moreover, the
navigation of America, lefs dangerous than

that of the Baltic, is not, like the laft, limited

to a certain-time of the year, it is. confequently
more frequent and lefs expenfive ;- fo that thefe
ftores will come for a Jong time from America

at a lower price than from the north. Ameri~

can tar isas good as that of Europt, thicker and
more proper for making pitch; it is preferred
for fheep, even at a h:gher pnce American
turpentine is inferior to none But - that - of
Fr:mcc "

* An Englifh merchant has taught the Ruffians
how to furnifh as good turpentine as that from
my other matien: ‘this produ@ion will be in

7 orrc.\t
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oregﬁ»}abundancc there, by the numerous and
immenfe forefts of firs in the neighbourhood of
Arghangel, where their corps are depofited.

his ftate of things fhews to France what
value fhe ought to attach to the naval ftores
w‘?ich may be furnithed from America. The
quantities of them exported from Charleftown
becomes more and more. confiderable®. The
fandy foil near the fea, in North Carolina and
the fouth of Virginia, produces a great quanti~
ty of firs, from which tar and turpentine are
extralted ; this is done without much trouble,
and the facility of felling and preparing the trees
1s a great encouragement. ‘

* In ¥782,~2041 -barrels of piteh, ‘tar, and turpentine,
were exported from Charleftown. In 178 3,~14697 batrels.
I know not how many barrels the exportation of 1784
amounted to ; butthat of 1785 confifted of 19,000. The fame
increafe is obferved in other articles. ‘The moft ¢onfiderable is
rice, afterwards indigo;—the other articles are, tobacco, deer-
fkms, txmber, wheat, butter, wax, and leather, This expora
tation amounts to near four hundred thoufand pounds fter-
ling.

SECTION
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SECTION VIIL

TIMBER 'AND WOOD, FOR CARPENTERS AND
COOPERS WOOK; SUCH AS STAVES, CASK
HEADS, PLANKS, BOARDs, &c.

France as well as England ought to be, for

their own interefts, engaged to favour the im-
portation of thefe articles, of which the United
States can furnifh fuch great quantities.
.- Timber fails in France, and will become more
and more fcarce; population deftroys it i=—yet
“timber muft be found for houfes, mills, &c.—
hogfheads muft be made for fugars; cafks and
barrels for wine, brandy, &c. Thefe articles
of timber are principally furnithed from the

North to the ports of France—but thg’ be-

come dear,-their quality diminithes, and the
Americans have the advantage in the carri-
age ¥,

The

* It is neceflary to give our readers an idea of the price of
fome of thefe articles: an American very converfant in them
has furnifhed us with the neceflary particulars,

White oak planks, of two inches and a half thick, fawed by
the hand, weré fold,in“1785, at fifteen piaftres, or two hun-
dred and fixty livres ten fols tournois, the thoufand feet.
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The value of thefe articles, exported from
America to Great Britain only, amounted to
two millions of livres tournois in the year 1470,
according to a ftatement drawn up-in the Cuf-
tom-Houfe of Bofton. The general exporta-
tions to the Englith, French, American, and
Spanith iflands, and to the different parts of
Europe, are immenfe, and become daily more
confiderable, | Were not this timber of a good
quality, the increafe of this commerce would »
ndt be fo rapid. The French have in this re-
{pe@ fome prejudices, which it is of importance
to deftroy. - If the American flaves are efteem-
ed in' making rum: catks, &c. they will un-
doubtedly preferve our brandies.

Ordinary planks of fine white pine an inch thick, fourteen
or fiftéen feet long, and from a foot to fourteen inches wide,
wére fold at the fame time at {even piaftres, or thirty-feven
livres tournois, the thoufand feet.—Thole of a double thick~
nefs, double the p';'ice.

Planks, from two to five inches thick, and from fifteen to
fixty feet long, at twenty-one pounds New York money, or
two hundred and feventy-three livres tournois, the thoufand
feet.—The fame perfon faid he had feen curbs or bent tim-
ber at ten' thillings, New York money, a ton, the expence of
cutting, &c. not included,

Vor. II. (L SECTION
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and, in
blithed.
Lord
SECTION IX. with re
¢¢ ence,

VESSELS CONSTRUCTED IN AMERICA, TO BE ““ navy
SOLD OR FREIGHTED, , ¢ build
: “all tr
It has been obferved that the bulk of the ‘¢ impo
commodities which might be exchanged by the The ad
commerce between France and the United of littl
States, was, at an equal value, much more con- mng defl
fiderable on the fide of America than that of coft ou,
France. There refults from this, that in thefe the exp
exchanges a great number of American veflels Lorc
muft be fubjet to return to America in ballaft. ing wil
—This ftate of things would certainly be pre- nada, t
judicial to the commerce between the two na- Lordfh
tions, if fome compenfation could not be efta- “ of {h
blithed which fhould remove the inequality. “ ous
This compenfation may be made in a very ¢¢ thofl
" “advantageous manner to both. The indepen- ¢ fels;
dent Americans conftruct veflels for fale: if it ¢ nefs,
be agreeable to a nation to purchafe of another ¢ patu
the atticles which this manufaGtures at a lefs relates
expence, and with ‘more means, it follows, which,
that the French ought to buy American veffels; thofe v
and,
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and, in fa&, this commerce begins to be efta-
blithed.

Lord Sheffield reprobates this commerce
with refpec to his own country.—¢ Its exift-
*¢ ence,” fays his Lordfhip, *¢ depends on its
. navy 3 this depends as much on Englith thip-
“¢ builders as on Englith failors ; therefore, of
“all trades, that of fhip-building is the moft
‘¢ important to be preferved in Great Britain.”
The advances, according to his Lordfhip, are
of little confequence, and thefe veffels not be-
ing deftined to be fold to foreigners, what they
coft ought to be confidered fo much the lefs, as
the expence is incurred in the country.

Lord Sheffield prefumes alfo, that fhip<build-
ing will be encouraged in New Scotland, Ca-
nada, the Ifland of St. John, &c. Finally, his
Lordfhip -declares, ¢ that the encouragement
¢¢ of thip<building in the United States is ruin-
¢ ous to Great Britain ; that it is the fame to
¢¢ thofe who may purchafe American built vef-
¢¢ fels; becaufe, notwithftanding their cheap-
¢¢ nefs, thefe veflels are little durable, from the
¢¢ nature of their materials.”” This obfervation _
relates particularly to veffels built for fale,
which, his Lordfhip fays, ¢ are very inferior to
thofe which are befpoken.”

Q2
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It cannot be denied, that it is of confequence
to a nation which attaches a great importance
to its navy, to have fthip-builders. ‘The repairs
&c. of which vefels are conftantly in want,
would be badly diretted, if there were not, in
the clafs of workmen to whom this induftry
belongs, men capable of conftruting a veflel,
and habituated to this conftrution. What is
{till more, as foon as a nation has a navy, it is
greatly to its intereft to poflefs every means of
improving it ; and the poffeflion of thefe means
is fo much more fecurc when there are efta-
blithments in the country which, in this cafe,
fupport emulation, by the conftant exercife. of
the art.

But it does not follow, that to preferve fuch
an advantage, a nation ought to have no other
veflels than' thofe which are home built: it 1s
here neceflary to diftinguifh fhips belonging to
the royal navy from merchant thips. The firft
are alone fufficient to employ a requifite num-
ber of able builders, and to fupply every thing
which the conftru€tion and repairs of( veflels
require. But merchant fhips, of which & con-
fiderable number is wanted, may be procured
from abroad, if thofe of an equal quality can be
had at a price confiderably lefs.

Will it be fajd, that a nation becomes fo
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much the more powerful atfea, as the con-
ftruction of veflels is encouraged in her ports ?
that under this point of view it is neceffary to
be cautious not to furnith the independent
Americans the means of forming a navy, which
would render them formidable? that it is at
leaft unneceflary to haften thefe means?

If this confideration were true, it would in
fome meafure impofe on France a law to en-
courage the United States to form their navy:
for, however formidable her own may be, the
has too many natural obftacles to remove for
her navy to be the effe& of any thing but painful
efforts, and confequently that it fhould be an
eftablithment very difficult to maintain,—very
expenfive, and fubjuét to long intermiflions.
And fince it is neceflary to {peak conftantly of
a threatening rivality,—of an armed rivality,—
France has the greateft intereft, to balance
* more {urely the force of her rivals, by calling
to her aid the naval force of a friendly people,
—of a people to whom nature has been prodi-
gal in the means fhe has given them of having
a confiderable one.

But the policy which refufed to purchafe
American veflels, for fear the Americans fhould
become formidable at fea, would be badly

Q3 founded.
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founded. A fure manner of retarding the efta«
blithment of a navy, by a nation which pof-
fefles the means and materials; the power and
a@ivity which fuch a great eftablithment re-
quires, is to employ it continually in the con-
ftru@ion of veflels for fale, and to habituate it
to this kind of commerce. If this nation, and
fuch is the pofition of the United States, has
nothing to fear interiorly from any other power,
it will certainly defpife all fuch military prepa-
rations, whofe profit and utility will not be fo
immediately perceived, as the frequent gains of
peaceful commerce. Therefore, let the inde-
pendent Americans be perfuaded to build veffels
for fale: let them not be provoked to build
thips for defenfive and offenfive operations, and
they will neglet the great means with which
nature has furnithed them, of having a refpe&-
able navy: they will even negle& them, when
- greater riches, and a more confiderable popula-
tion, fhall facilitate to them the ufe of their
natural means.

Far from fuffering by this new arrangement
of things, France would gain thereby. This
idea will undoubtedly appear extraordinary, be-
caufe, in abandoning workmanthip to American
fhip-builders, France is deprived of it: but how
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eafily may the compenfate this apparent lofs!

In fa&, when nothing is to be had without la-
bour, it is then confidered as real riches : there-
fore, it ought to be employed with a prudent
economy, efpecially in the {yftem of national
rivalities. ‘The workmen who will not build
veflels, will make cloth, with which veffels
may be paid for. The expence of manufac-
turing thefe cloths will be paid at home, as that
for the conftruction of veffels would have been ;
by which means, thefe will be had 4t a cheaper
rate.  This labour and expence will therefore
produce greater advantages, and place the na-
tion in a more defirable relation with its rivals.

. Finally, Lord Sheffield, whofe narrow policy
is here refuted, propofes that fhip-building
fhould be encouraged in Canada, New Scot-
land, &c. But do phyfical circumftances fa-
vour thefe countries as much as the United
States ! Can England reap real advantages from*
this encouragement? It is a queftion with
which feveral writers have combated Lord
Sheffield, and on which I ecannot décide.

But if England had this refource, France
would be without it. Veflels built in America
will always coft her lefs than her own, or thofe

Q4 conftruéted
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conftructed elfewhere: fhe ought therefore to
favour the introdution of the firft.

A celebrated minifter, whom France has
reafon to regret, thought as follows: his defign
~'was to get a part of the veflels of the French

navy conftruted in Sweden; he thereby ex-
peted to make great favings: they will be
greater and more real, in getting the veflels
conftructed in the United States.

The Englith themfelves will not be able to
refift the force of things; they will fooner or
later return fo the ufe of American veflels; for
thefe coft but a third * of what Englith veflels
are built for ; and cheapnefs is the firlt law of
commerce.

The bad quality attributed to American vef-
fels is a fable, arifing from the following cir-
cumftances: in the contention for indepen-
dence, the Americans built veffels in hafte, to

_arm them as cruifers: they were forced to make
ufe of wood which was green, and unprepared;
other things were either wanting to thefe vef-

fels, or precipitately prepared. Confequently

* In New England the conftru&ors of veflels make their
bargains at the rate of three pounds fterling per ton, carpen-
ter’s work included, On the Thames, the price is nine
pounds fterling for the work alone of the carpenter,
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the veflels were imperfet; but this imperfec-
tion was but accidental. A cruife is a lottery,
wherein no notice is taken of the goodnefs and
durability of the veflel. It is fufficient that jt
be a good failer, this is the eflential quality.

Peace has re-eftablithed the conftruéion of
veflels in the manner it ought to be ; and there
are American veffels built before the war, and
fome thirty years ago, which for goodnefs and
duration are not inferior to any Englith veffel.

More progrefs has been made in America than
any where elfe in the art of fhip-building; this
is eafily explained :—it muft not be forgotten,
when the independent Americans are fpoken of,
that they are not recovering from a ftate of
barbarity. They are men efcaped from Euro-
pean civilifation, employed, fo to fpeak, in
creating their country and refources : no fhac-
kles reftrain their efforts, every thing in Europe
is looked upon as perfe&t, and made ufe of,
without thinking of improving it. Thefe two
eflential differences caufe a very confiderable
one in the intenfity of induftry.

Bofton bas produced a man aftonithing in the
art of fhip-building. Long and clofely em-
ployed in the fearch of means to unite {wiftnefs
of failing in veflels to their folidity, Mr. Peck

has
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has had the greateft fuccefs. It was his hand
which' produced the Belifarius, the Hazard,

and the Rattlefirake, which were fo particularly

diftinguifhed=during the late war by their fwift- /
nefs of failing. Veflels conftru@ted by this/

able builder have qualities which others have'
not ; they carry a fourth more, and fail fafter,
Thefe' facts are authenticated by a number of
experiments. .

The Englith themfelves acknowledge the
{uperiority of American fhip-building: ¢ The
¢ fineft veffels,” fays Colonel Champion, ** are
¢¢ built at Philadelphia ; the art of fhip-build-
¢¢ ing has attained in that city the higheft de-
¢ gree of perfection. Great veffels are built in
¢ New York, alfo in the Chefapeak, and in
¢¢ South Carolina: thefe laft, made of green
‘¢ oak, arec of an unequalled folidity and dura-
« bility.”

The American proverb fays: That to bave a
perfed veffel, it muft have a Boflon bottom and
Phbiladelphia fides. -

The French, if connoiffeurs be believed, are
very inferior to the Americans in the minutiz
of fhip-building. This fuperiority of America
ought not to furprife us: it will ftill increafe.
The independent Americans who inhabit the
coafts,
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coafts, live by the fea, and pride themfelves in
navigation. As they have competitors, their
genius will never fleep, nor will its efforts be
fhackled in any manner whatever. In France,
the people are, and ought to be cultivators ;
the marine is but a fubordinate part, and by the
nature of things, it muft enjoy but a very pre-
carious confideration. Honour, which affeéts
the head of every Frenchman, is diftributed
but at Paris and at Court ; and there men are,
and muft ftill be, far from perceiving the im-
portance of attaching merit to the improvement
of thip-building: it muft therefore languith, or
yield to that of the Americans, Hence it re-
fults, that the French, in preferving every
thing which can maintain amongft them™ an
able clafs of thip-builders, muft buy veflels of
the Americans; becaufe every convenience is
united to that of facilitating their reciprocal
importations and exportations, of which the
bulks are fo different in one nation from thofe
of the other.

This circumftance is attended with the ad-
vantage of procuring the French merchant an
American veflel at a lefs price than if he had
ordered it to be built, or if he bought it in
America, becaufe it will always be more to

7 the
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the intereft of the American to {ell his veffel,
than to take it back in ballaft.

Such is the fitnefs of American veflels for
sthe French marine, and efpecially for mer-
chant fervice; fuch is that fitnefs for all the
European powers who have harbours and fea-
port towns, that I think a {ure and commodi-
ous road in Europe would foon be afforted with
American veflels for fale, if every thing which
can encourage a like depofitory were granted to
the port wherein this road might be. This
market for veflels will be eftablithed ;—the
Englith rejett it.  France will, in a fhort time,
gncourage it,

SECTION X.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PRECED-
ING CATALOGUE OF IMPORTATIONS FROM
THE UNITED STATES INTO FRANCE.,

The lift which I have gone through of the
articles with which the independent Americans
may furnith Europe in exchange for her mer-
chandize is not very long; but thefe artigles
are confiderable, and important enough in
“themifelves, to merit the attention of European
merchants;
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merchants: they are fufficient to deftroy the
prejudices of thofe who, under the falfe pre-
text of the inability of the Americans to furnifh
articles of exchange, difdain a reciprocal com-
merce with the United States, Thefe articles
are not, however, the only ones which France
may receive from them. Independently of
pot-ath, fo precious to manufactures, and of
which the fcarcity becomes daily more fenfi-
. ble; iron, vegetable-wax, wool, flax, hemp, &c.
may increafe the number. The Englith re-
ceived of pot-afh to the amount of four hun-
dred thoufand livres per annum, during the
years 1768, 1769, and 1770; pot-ath being
the produce of the wood burnt by the Ameri-
cans, and as the burning of wood muft increafe
with the number of people, the quantities of

pot-ath muft have increafed with population.
I ought to hope that this work, once known
in the United States, will excite the indepen-
“__dént Americans to co-operate with me, in what
I have propofed to myfclf, which is to fpread
wftruction on every .thing which relates to
their country, They will make known to
Europe, 1n a more extenfive and complete mans
ner, every thing which can maintain that reci-
procal commerce in favour of “which I write;
8 they
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they will affemble in a work correfpondent to
this, all that I have been able to expofe but im-
perfeftly : they will retify my errors. 1 in-
vite them to apply to this interefting fubjeét :
I pray them to give it for a bafis, more philofo-
phical, and philanthropical principles, than thofe
which have hitherto direted the jealous induf-
try of each fociety. For each, led on by a
blind ambition, has withed to embrace every
thing, to do every thing at home, and furnifh
every thing to others; each has taken. for
principle to receive nothing from others, except
it be gold; each has accuftomed itfelf to look
“upon every produ@ion, manufatured or unma-

nufaGured, which it fent abroad as a profit, and

all thofe which it received as fo many loffes.
Such is the falfe principle, according to which
all the European nations have directed their ex-
terior commerce.

What would be the confequence of a like
fyftem, if it céntinued to prevail? All nations
would be ftrangers to each other, and exterior
commerce abfolutely annihilated; becaufe it
tends to take from this commerce that which
fopports it. For the gold which is wifhed for
in payment for exportations is refufed to thofe
who would obtain it ; all nations look upon the
neceflity
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neceflity of giving it alike; that it is difadvan-
tageous—and ftrive to avoid it. If, therefore,
on one fide, none will take returns in kind,
and on the other, nobody will difpoflefs himfelf
of his gold, what will become of exchanges ?
what will become of commerce ?

Nature, which intended to make men fo
many brothers, and nations fo many families ;
—nature, which, to unite all men by the fame
tie, has given them wants, which place them
in a ftate of dependence one on the other;—
this wife nature has, by the diftribution of her
gifts, anticipated and condemned this exclufive
fyftem. She has faid to the inhabitants™ of
Nantucket, The rock which thou inhabit is
rude and ftormy; renounce, therefore, ‘the de-
fire of drawing from it the delicious wines and
fruits which more calm and temperate climates
produce. Look at the fea which furrounds
thee,~that is thy property and thy treafure: I
have made it inexhauftible; and if thou knoweft
how to make .ufe of it, if thou wilt confine
thyfelf thereto, all the enjoyments of the other
continent are thine: a fingle ftroke of a har-
poon, dexteroufly thrown, will produce a thou-
fand times more wine in thy cellar, than if by

a painful
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a painful cultivation thou continueft obftinate,
in a&ing contrary to my intentions.

Nature holds the fame language to the other
inhabitants of the earth: fhe tells the French
to ufe all their efforts in the fruitful foil which
fhe has given them, and to ceafe traverfing fo-
reign feas to obtain, at an immenfe expence and
much rifk, the fith and oil which the inhabi-
tants of Nantucket procure with greater facility
and more fuccefs and economy.

Why thould not all nations underftand a lan-
guage fo fimple, fo wife, and {o proper to pro- frequer
duce univerfal harmony ! But how are they to of peac
be made to underftand it? By what means are Und
they to be prevailed upon to adopt it? What be no |
meatig“are proper to engage nations which policy
might\ have a dire&t commerce between them, yoold
to ﬁgn\a treaty of commerce, which fhould have n
leave each atliberty to furnifh that which it —
could export better and cheaper than others; ——
and thus eftablith exchanges on the immutable would

word,

. would
enough to perceive the advantage of fuch a have o

treaty, from that moment it will ceafe 'to be merce
neceflary, and every other treaty will be ftill exchan
lefs fo. It will then be feen, that they all cen- joymer
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ter in the fingle word /lberty. 1t will be difco-
vered that liberty can put every thing in its
place; that liberty alone; without negociation
or parchment, cin every where give birth to
an advantageous induftry. Finally, that every
where, and at all times, fhe has fported with
thofe commercial cotiventions, of which politi-
cians have fo ridiculoufly boafted; of thofe
conventions wherein the contrating parties are
inceflantly on the defenfive with refpe&t to
e¢ach other, inceffantly difpofed to deceive, and
frequently multiply the feeds of war in a work
of peace.

Under fuch a fyftem of liberty, there would
be no longer occafion for craftinefs in national
policy with refpet to commerce :—of what ufe
would it be? No more ftrife; for it would
have no objé&t: no more jealoufy or rivality ;
no more fear of making others profper and be-
come rich; becaufe the riches of each ftate
would be advantageous to the whole. In a
word, according to this fyftem, each nation
would wifh the other more means, in order to
have more to give and more to receive. Com-
merce would become what it ought to be, the
exchange of induftry againft induftry ; of en-
joyments againft enjoyments, and got againft

Vor. IL R deprivations :
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deprivations: finally, a ftate of riches, without
_poverty on any fide. ‘

What people have more right and- title than
the Americans, to be the firft in adopting fo
philanthropical a fyftem, and which is fo con-
formable to the laws of nature; at leaft to do
nothing which fhall retard it among them?
Let their Congrefs, —that refpectable affembly,
which may become the light of nations, and
from whofe deliberations univerfal happinefs
may refult,—remain faithful to the indications
of this nature; let it interrogate her conftantly,
and give every nation the fame falutary habi-
tude.

If Europe refufes to admit the productions of
the United States, let Congrefs,—rejeting the
poor policy of reprifals,—open, by a great and
republican refolution, their ports to all Euro-
pean productions. What evil can refult from
this to the independent Americans? If Euro-
pean . prohibitions rendered their means of ex-
change ufelefs, European merchandize muft of
courfe be without a market in America; or,
falling to.a mean price in the United States, it
would .become profitable to the Americans, in
paying for it even with gold. ”

The law may ‘be given to an idle and de-
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graded nation, but never to one which is altive
and induftrious.  This always punifthes, in
{Se manner or other, the tyrannical proceed-
ings of other nations. The force of things is
alone {ufficient to revenge it.

It 1s a misfortune to the United States, in
not having been able to eftablifth 4t firft the
noble {yftem of which I have fpoken, and to
be obliged to have recourfe to the miferable
means of other governments,—that of impofing
duties on foreign merchandize to pay their
debts. Every impofition but a quit-rent upon
lands is a fource of errors. The pretended pro-
tefiing duties impofed in Europe are one confe-
quence of thefe errors, and of which the effe&t
leads government aftray, fo far as to perfuade
them, that they poflefs a creative force equal to
that of the Divinity .himfelf. And what are
thefe enterprifes by which men would force
nature?! Miferable hot-houfes,—wherein every
thing is haftened to finith the fooner; where-
in induftry vainly exhaufts itfelf to fupport an
unnatural exiftence; and wherein a vigorous
whole is frequently facrificed to a cofrupted
part.

Iet the Americans carefully avold thefe
erroneous enterprifes;—to infure themfelves
’ R 2 therefrom,
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therefrom, let them confider the ftate of Euv therefore
rope. The ‘Europeans have no longer any merchan
judgment in matters of impoft; fimple ideas are have in
loft, and become impofiible to be realized by the with ard
metaphyfician which it is neceflary to employ prife.
to combat ignorance, prejudices, and habitudes: Provir
all ideas of juftice and propriety are confounded. of prodt
A truth cannot be advanced without meeting, already ¢
at every moment, falfe notions to combat, hend, h
The man of information is fatigued, difgufted, United |
and frequently at a lofs what to an{wer to ob- debt; b
je€tions preceeding from “habits of error. He thould r
perceives with concern, that the laws of hap- of bank
pinefs cannot be written, but upon tables from public f]
which there is nothing to be effaced: amd fuch, them to
I flatter myfelf, is the fituation of the United moft leg
States. They are yet. virgin ftates, they are exifted ;
unacquainted with the inftitutions which end when cc
in chaos, wherein the love of public good lofes French
all its force. lefa.con
Montefquieu obferves, that the enterprifes of merchar
merchants are always neceffarily mixed with For in t
public affairs ; but that in monarchies, public rican pr:
affairs are for the moft part fufpicious in the have, as
eyes of the merchants. But profperity and na- and the
tional glory depend on commerce, as much in to acqui
monarchies as in other conftitutions. It is by the i
therefore
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therefore the intereft of monarchies to give to
merchants that hope of profperity which they
have in republics, and which inclines them
with ardour to every kind of commercial enter=

prife.

Provincial adminiftrations are the {ureft means
of producing this happy effect. If they were
already eftablifhed,” the French would compre-
hend, how abfurd it is to imagine that the
United States will not difcharge their public
debt ; how impoffible it is that Republicans
fhould make ufe of the dithonourable refource
of bankruptcy and deception; and that their
public {pirit, their morals, and intereft, requir€
them to difcharge this debt, contraéted for the
moft legitimate and honourable caufe that ever
exifted ; and which is otherways but an atom
when compared with their immenfe refources.
French merchants would then give themfelves
lefs concern about the manner in which their
merchandize was to be paid for in America.
For in the improbable cafe of a want of Ame-
rican produétions, or of precious metals, they
have, as a laft refource, the paper of Congrefs
and the States; which paper it is an advantage
to acquire, by the price at which it is obtained,
by the intereft it bears, the certainty of its be-

R 3 ing
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ing paid, and by_the confequent tran{miflion

which may be made of it in commerce to the

Dutch merchant, to whom the paper of the

whole world becomes neceflary the moment it

merits confidence. AND R
I have mentioned precious metals. The

Americans are “'in the neighbourhood of the

countries which produce them. Thefe coun- It v

tries are the abodes of indelence, which dif- fome

penfes not with neceflaries.  Skins, &c. of which

animals, and fome metals, are every thing that planati

can be given there in exchange for articles of vourab

{ubfiftence, which the inhabitants have not the '\t‘bc un
rom {

courage to make their lands produce; and for
the neceffaries, for which they find it more to {pre
convenient to pay with gold than with their the re
wduftry. The independent Americans will indepe
become faors, advantageoufly placed between tricabl
European manufactures, and the inhabitants of rupts,
regions condemned by nature to the fterile pro- expofe
du&ions of metals. All the powers of Spain dians,
cannot prevent this, nor ought even to under- carry
take it. This new confideration promifing to tion i
the French payment, fo foolithly defired in be fea
gold, ought to encourage them' to prepare in the
for a commercial connexion with the United with |

States. ' it 1
CONCLUSION
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AND REFLECTIONS ON THE SITUATION OF
The THE UNITED STATES.
f the
coun- It will be proper to finith this volume by 5
1 dif- fome explanations of the pretended troubles
'c. of which agitate the United States. Thefe ex- i
2 that planations are neceflary to deftroy the unfa- i
les of vourable impreflions which muft be made by :
ot the \ the unfaithful recitals of gazette writers, who,
Wd for \rom fervile prejudices or mean intereft, affe&t
more to fpread doubts of the happy confequences of y
 their the revolution. If we believe thefe people, the "
s will independent Americans are plunged into inex- |
tween tricable embarrafflments, forced to become bank-
nts of rupts, given up to the moft violent anarchy,
€ pro- expofed to the tomahawk of the implacable In-
Spain dians, &c. How is it poffible to refolve to
ander- carry on a commerce with people whofe fitua-
ing to tion is fo deplorable? QOught net their ruin to
red in be feared rather than their fortune hoped for,
repare in the connexions which it is wifhed to form
United with them ?

It is neceflary to refute thefe falfchoods. It

.USION R 4 18
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is fo much the more fo, as ignorance eafily
leads people, little acquainted with republican
conftitutions, into error; and that, led aftray
by the prejudices of their educations, a great
number of Frenchmen look upon this form of
government as a {tate perpetually in a ferment,
wherein life and property are coptinually ex-
pofed to the greateft dangers.

Thefe prejudices lead to the belief of the
moft puerile and abfurd fables. The leaft at-
tention is not paid to circumftances. Would
the United States have a Congrefs of magiftrates
if it were true that the people were at war with
them? For how could Congrefs and the magif-
trates defend themfelves ! They have no other
defence but the refpet which each individual
has for the law, this is their only force. It1s
the obligation that the conftitution impofes on
them in common, with the meaneft citizens, of
being obedient to the law, as the laft means which
conftitute their only fafety, and which maintains,
in all cafes and eyery where, the authority which
the people have confided in them. They can-
not employ a phyfical force farther than the
people are willing to lend them, becaufe they

have neither an army nor foldiers in pay.
A diverfity of opinion exifts wherever there
_are
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are men. It belongs not to one conftitution
more than to another; but th? effence of a re-
publican government is to leave to each indivi-
dual the liberty of exprefling his {fentiments on
every fubject.

In the United States, legiflation is more and
more formed in proportion as things relative to
each other are verified, extended, and multipli-
ed. Is it aftonifhing that debates fhould arife
on account of the different laws which are pro-
pofed, difcufled, and adopted? Thefe debates
become public, animate converfation, and make
it highly interefting. But is this anarchy ?

The word anarchy is one of thofe words
which has been moft abufed and mifapplied. It
is therefore neceflary to explain it,

Where anarchy reigns, there is neither chief,
government, laws, nor fafety. Each individual
becomes the defender of his own perfon, the
focial contra&t is broken, and there is no longer
any confidence or tranfations, becaufe there
can be no more contralts. Authority, chang-
ing at every inftant, its rules, principles, and aim,
becomes cruel or contemptible; it deftroys, or
is deftroyed. Such a ftate exifts not long; or
if it does exift, it feon divides fociety into arm-
ed herds, enemies to each other, and which

fubfift
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fubfift but in proportion as they fear and coun- tloular
terbalance each other’s power. ’ which
Is any thing like this feen in the United caule ]
States? Are there difputes even about the aor it
principles of the conftitution, the fundamental This
laws, or the propofed end ! Has not every thing ' propei
relative to this been long fince agreed upon ? ty.
The prefent debates relate wholly to fome No
rules of adminiftration : it is upon the beft man- Amer
ner of ferving the public caufe, and of fupport- which
ing it, that minds are flill in a falutary agita- dicity
tion ; and this agitation hinders not more the ous;
regular courfe of public affairs and tranfactions, thed
than the debates in the Englith Parliament hin- atid o
der the monarch from naming to offices and perfor
conferring rank—than they ftop the courfe of Sk en
juftice, or are impediments to the affairs of every Every
clafs of citizens. ticles
The word anarchy is proper to ftates which, but re
like Egypt, have twenty-four fovereigns, and for hi
neither laws nor government. It is applicable noura
to the degenerated conftitutions of Afia, where /ﬁfelct
the adminiftration is divided into feveral depart- peesl)
ments, independent of each other, traverfing of foc
one another in their views and pretenfions, the Tt
operations of one part interfering with thofe of nndol
the other, all having the power of making par- chion
ticular
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ticular laws, or of fufpending the effe@ of thofe
which exit. ‘There a real anarchy reigns, be-
caufe it is not known where the government is,
nor in whom the legiflative power is vefted.
This incertitude brings on diforder, renders
property unftable, and endangers perfonal fafe-
ty.

None of thefe evils exift in the United States.
America is not yet gnawed by the vermin
which devour Europe, by indeftructible men-
dicity : thieves render not her forefts danger-
ous; her public roads are not ftained with blood
thed by aflaffins. How fhould there be affaffins
and robbers? There are no beggars, no indigent
perfons, no fubje&ts forced to fteal the fub-
fiftence of others to procure one to themfelves.
Every man finds there lands to produce him ar-
ticles of {ubliftence : it is not loaded with taxes,
but renders to each, with ufury, a recompenfe
for his labour. A man who can live eafy and ho-
nourably, n\ésvcr confents to dithonour himfelf by
(uﬁ.lcis crimes; which deliver him to the tor-
ments of remorfe, dithonour, and the vengeance
of {ociety.

The ravages of the feven years war were
undoubtedly terrible; but as foon as the faul-
chion could be converted into a plough-fhare,
the
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the land became fertile, and mifery difappear- the 2
ed. The American foldiers were citizens; and thouf;
they were alfo proprietors before they became T
foldiers; they remained citizens in uniform, them!
and returned to their profeflions on quitting it; peace
they did not fight for money, nor by profeffion, ferted
but for their liberty, their wives, children, and lows
property; and fuch foldiers never refembled st
the banditti of the old continent, who are paid ““ tha
for killing their fellow-creatures, and who kill “ of
on the highways for their own account, when ¢ fen
peace obliges their mafters to difband them, ““ ho
There has been feen in America (what the an- ‘“in
nals of the world prefent not in any ftate, ex- “to
cept that of Rome) a General, adored by his ¢ the
foldiers, diveft himfelf of his power as foon as woul
his fervices became no longer neceflary, and re- Tl
tire into the bofom of peace and obfcurity; a 18 inc
numerous army, which was not paid, was feen litary
generoufly to confent to difband without pay- | predc
ment ; the foldiers to retire, each to his home, | tion,
without committing the leaft diforder, and / feffio
where each tranquilly retook either his plough, tablif
or his firft trade or profeffion; thofe trades fary
which we in Europe look upon as vile. alwa
The following advertifement is taken from ful,

the Thl!
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the American papers, in which there are 2
thoufand others of a like nature.

Two brothers, Captains who diftinguithed
themfelves during the war, returned -at the
peace to their trade of hat-making ;—they in-
ferted in the gazette an advertifement as fol-
lows : '

¢ The Brothers Bickers inform the public,
‘¢ that they are returned to their old profeflion
“¢ of hatters, which they had abandoned to de-
¢ fend the liberty of their country. They
¢¢ hope that their fellow-citizens will be pleafed,
‘¢ in confideration of their courage and fervices,
¢ to favour them in their bufinefs, and prefer
¢ them to others.” What European ‘captain
would ‘put his name to a like advertifement ?

This is what refults from liberty; but what
15 inconceivable in moft European ftates, a mi-
litary fpirit reigns there, and its prejudices are
predominant. War is the read to glory, ambi-

tion, and fortune; and to preferve to this pro-
feflion its luftre and preponderance, it is an ef-

tablithed principle, that a fanding army is necef-
fary to maintain order in fociety ; that it ought
always to threaten the citizens, although peace-
ful, to keep them in fubmiffion to authority.
This ufelefs burden, this pernicious {pirit, is un-

known




254  ON THE COMMERCE OF THE

known to the United States ;=—public {pirit,
much more favourable to good order, takes its
place, and peace and fafety reign without mare-
chauflée, or fpies, or that police which" difpa~
rages the morals and charalters _of citizens.
Public fpirit fupplies the place of all thefe
means, whillt they will never {fupply the waat
of public {pirit ; nor,. like it, produce the hap-
pinefs of fociety.

In vain will prejudiced men exclaim, that
this 1s declamation—I offer them fats. It is
neceflary to read the American gazettes, not
thofe altered by the Englith gazette-writers,
but thofe which are printed in America; thefe
only can give a juft idea of the fituation of the
United States,

The American fhould rather defpife Europe,
in remarking to us the continual flaughter we
make of thieves and aflaffins; in comparing the
immenfe number of dungeons, prifons, hofpi-
tals, and eftablithments of every kind, inftitut-
cd to cure or palliate the incurable ulcers of the
old inftitutions. In comparing this difgufting
lift with the very few murders and thefts com-
mitted in the United States, with the hofpi-
tals, truly domeflic and humane, which are ef-

tablithed there, with thie happinefs of each

1 American
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American family and their' fimple manners, and
in proving to us, by their example, that a wife
liberty regulates the focial man, and renders
ufelefs thofe ruinous machines with which he
is crufhed, left he fhould do any harm.

Thefe are the men, the laws, and the go-
vernment, which Europeans have calumniated,
Thefe men who are deftined to regenerite
the dignity of the human {pecies |—Thefe laws
which fcourge nothing but crimes,—which
punith them every where, and are never filent
in the face of power!—This government,
which is the firft that ever prefented the image
of a numerous family, well united, and com-
pletely happy; wherein power is juft, becaufe
it circulatey through every hand, and refts in
none; wheein obedience, becaufe it 1s volun-
tary, anticipates command; wherein adminif-
tration is: fimple and ealy, becaufe it leaves in«
duftry to itfelf; wherein the magiftrate has lit-
tle to do, becaufe the citizen 1s free, and that a
citizen always refpeéts the law and his fellow
creatures! Thefe are the prodigies which we
calumniate; we, Europeans, enflaved by anti-
quated conftitutions, and by the habitudes given
to us by prejudices; of which we know not
either the barbarit};or the frivoloufnefs! We
{peak well, but agt badly ; why, therefore, do

we
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we calumniate men, who not only fpeak buf
alt well? If it be not permitted us to-have their
virtues, nor to enjoy their happinefs, let us not
decry them ; let us refpet that fuperiority to
which we cannot attain.

It will; perhaps, be objeted, that the go-
vernment of England has deferred the eonclu-
fion of a treaty of commerce with the United
States, under the pretext that their conftitutions
were not yet {ufficiently eftablithed. But can
it be imagined that the Englith, who trade in
Turky, with the Algerines, and at Grand Cairo,
were ferious when they decried and rejeted
commercial conne&ions with the United States,
under the pretence that their legiflation” was
not yet well enough eftablithed ?

It cannot be doubted that the difference of
pofition between the French and Englith mer-
chants, refpeting their governments, has a
great influence upon their reciprocal profperity ;
and for this reafon, it fhould be inceflantly re-

peated to the French government, that if it
wifhes to infure profperity to its commerce, it
ought to adopt the means, which are, /Zberty of
alting,—the right of protefling againfi the at
tempts made on that liberty,—and the certainty of
Jufticy ,—without réfpect to. perfons—thefe are

' the
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the bafis of the genius, induftry, and g.reatncfs
of a ftate; and without which, a great com-
merce cannot exift : this bafis may be eafily
conciliated with the French conftitution.

Paris, February,
1789.
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Return of the whole Number of Perfons within the feveral
Diftriéls of the United States, according to “ an Aét pro-
viding for the Enumeration of the Inbabitants of the Unit-
ed States;” paffed March the Firft, One Thoufand Seven
Hundred and Ninety-one.

The Return for Soutn CAROLINA having been made fince the

foregoing Schequle was originally printed, the whole Enume-
ration is here gfven complete, except for the N. Weftern Ter-
ritory, of which no Return has yet been publifhed.
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:“" o N - &
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Eow® CE | Pw |3 |
35 ¢ - ‘g W =
S
Vermont 22435| 22328] 4o505) 2535 16] 85539
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Delaware 11783 12143] 22384| 1899 8387 59094 i
Maryland 55915] 51339 101395| 8o43/103036] 319728
Virginia 110936|116.:35( 215046(12866|292627| 747610
Kentucky 15154 17057 28922 114| 12430 73677
N. ?aro{lna 69988} 775-0| 140710| 4975|100§72| 393751
S. Carolina 35576| 37722 66880| 1801|107094| 249073
Georgia 13103| 14044| 25739| 398| 29abs| 82548
807004(~q18 al1c21252{ 501 50(694280| 3893635
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Schedule of the whale number of Perfons in the Territery of, Fror
* the United States of Americay South of the Réver Obio, as " that tt
taken on the laft Saturday of Fuly 1791, by the Captains of
the Militia within the limits of their refpeiiive Diftrséis, S}:ates

the ye

—

thern t
this we
the nu

double

be inc
Wathington - . .
bl lions

Hodite - 3 from t

South of French Broad Th p

MERO
DISTRICT fCﬂdCd

= {Dﬂvidfon - ¢ 855
d

Free white Males of 21
years and upwards, includ-

ing heads of families.

Free white Males un-

WASHINGTON

DISTRICT.

Free white Females,
including heads of fami-

Total of cach county.
' Total of each diftri&.

|

5
Sumner - - 582 854 8 34 on the

Tenneflec « - 23§ 380 5§76 42| 154
—_—|—— rent o

6:71’ 10277| 15365| 3613417

1S yea
Note.~There are feveral Captains-who have not.as yet returned the Schedules of the verfe:
numbers of their Diftriéts, namely j—in Greene County, three—in Davidfon, one— '
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From the preceding tables it 1s mdubitable,
that the number of inhabitants in the United
States confiderably exceeded Four Millions in
the year 17971; exclufive of thofe in the Nor-

thern territory, and fome other diftriéts. If to
this we add, Dr. Franklin’s calculation, ¢¢ That
the number of the inhabitants of America is
double every twenty years,” this number muft
be increafed to confiderably above Eight Mil-
lions in the year 1811; excluflive of emigrants
from the Old World.

The Englith reader, we hope, will not be of-
fended, if, 1n this place, we fay a word or two
on the population of Great Britain, It is a cur-
rent opinion, that the populaition of our ifland
is yearly increafing. The fa& is quite the re-
verfe: but the affertion would fignify nothing,
if there.were not inconteftable proofs of it. The
proofs are thefe, '

Number of houfes in England and
Wales, taken from the return of the
{urveyars of the Houfe and Window
Duties; wherein they are ftat=d dif-
tin&ly, charged, chargeable, and ex-
cufed.

Total of Houfes in 1759 986,482
m 1761 980,692
in 1777 952,734

S 4 Thotal
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Total of" houfes according to the the nv
hearth-books in 1690, as ftated by ples b
Dr. Davenant-(Tee his works, vol. i. nyally
page 38) - - - - 1,319,215 * probab

In Scotland the number of houfes paying the
_houfe and window ‘duties was, in 1777, only Obf""‘f
16,206. Wri

If the diftin& returns of the parifhes are ex- at I
amined, it'will be manifeft, that a calculation Tat

| of five pe:fons to every houfe is a large allow- " of dea
ance. From all which this refult is obvious of inh:
' That the number of inhabitants in Eng- on the
land and Wales is confiderably fhort of Five | popul
Mirrions! That, perhaps, including Scot- will t;
land, the whole 1land of Great Britain does not {ettled
exceed that number." > tries,
* ‘The curofity - of the prefent moment may Foi
allow us to caft our eye upon France, concern- ber ‘of
ing this fubject. The intendants of the pro- tion {
vinces of France were ordered in the year 177 a fam
and 1772 to make‘a return of the number of ed, m
inhabitants in their refpeive diftri€ts. The In
return of 1772 ftates the number to be office
235,741,320.  See Recherches fur la population de how
la France, par M. Mobeau. charg

It wduld be a right meafure in every govern- comu
ment to caufe a furvey to' be made annually of conti

: - the

.

-
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the number of “inhabitants. It is done at Na-
ples by order of the King, and is publithed an-
nyally in the Court Calendars. America will
- praobably follow the example.

Obfervations om the Population of America.
Written by Dr, Benjamin Franklin,- Printed
at Philadelphia in the year 1755,

"Tables of the proportionof marriages to births,
of deaths to births, of marriages to the numbers
of inhabitants, &c. formed on obfervations made
on the bills of mortality, chriftenings, &c. of
populous cities, will not fuit countries; nor
will tablés formed on ob{ervations made on full
{ettled old countries, as Europe, {uit new coun-

tries, as America.

For people increafe in proportion to the num-
ber of marriages, and.that is greater in propor-
tion to the eafe and convenience of fupporting
a family, 'When families can be eafily {fupport-
ed, more perfons marry, and earlier in life,

In cities where -all trades, occupations, and
offices, are full, many delay until they can fee
how to bear the charges of a family; which
charges are greater in cities, as luxury is more
common; many live fingle during life, and
continue fervants to families, journeymen to

trades,
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trades, &c. hence cities do not by natural gene-
ration fupply themfelves with inhabitants; the
deaths are more than the births.

In countries full fettled, the cafe muft be
nearly the fame; all lands being occupied and
improved to the height; thofe who cannot
get land, muft labour for thofé who have it}
when labourers are plenty, their wages will be
low ; by low wages a family is {upported with
difficulty ; this difficulty deters many from
marriage, who therefore long continue fervants
and fingle.~——Only as cities take {upplies of
people from the country, and thereby make a
little more room in the country, marriage is a
little more encauraged there, and the births ex-
ceed the deaths.

Great part of Europe is full fettled with huf-
bandmen, manufacturers, &c. and therefore can-
not now much increafe in people. Land being
plenty in America, and fo cheap as that a la-
bouring man, who underftands hufbandry, can
in a fhort time fave money enough to purchafe
a piece of new land fufficient for a ‘plantation,
whereon he may-fubfit a family, fuch are not
afraid to marry ; for even if they look far enough
forward to confider how their children when
grown are to be provided for, they fee that

more
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more land is to be had at rates equally eafy, ali
circumftances confidereds,

Hence marriages in America are. more gene=
ral, and more generally eacly, than in Europe.
And if it is reckoned there, that there 1s but
one marriage per annum among one hundred
perfons, perhaps we may here reckon twoe ; and
if in Europe they have bat four births to a mar-
riage (many of their marriages being late), we
may here reckon eight; of whieh, if one half
grow up, and-our marriages are made, reckonsng
one with another, at twenty years of age, our people
muft at leafl be doubled every twenty years.

But notwithftanding this increafe, fo vaft is
the territory of  North America, that 4t will re-
quire many ages. to fettle, it fully ; and until it
1 fully fettled, labour wilk never be cheap here,
where no man continues long a labourer for
others, but .gets a plantation of his own; no
man continues: long a jourrieyman to a trade,
but-goes among: thefe new fettlers, and fets up
for himfelf, &c. Hence labour is no' cheaper
now, in Pennfylvania, than it was thirty years
ago, though fa many thoufand labouring peo-
ple have been imported from -Germany and
lreland,

In proportion to the increafe of the Colonies,

1 a vaft
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a vaft demand is growing for Britith manufac-
tures; a glorious market wholly in the power
of Britain, in which foreigners cannot interfere,
which will increafe in a fhort time even beyond
her power of fupplying, though her whole
trade/fhould be to her colonies.

Of the Weflern Territory.

It is a miftake in thofe who imagine that the
new State of Kentucky comprifes the Weftern
territory of North America. That new ftate
includes but a {fmall part of this great domain,
The State of Kentucky is defcribed to be
bounded on‘the fouth by North Carolina, on the
north by Sandy creek, on the weft by Cumber-
land river, making about 250 miles in length
and 200 miles in breadth; whereas the whole
Weftern territory is infinitely more extenfive.
The limits are unknown ; but that part of it,
which was furveyed by Captain Hutchins, geo-
grapher to the Congrefs, he has given us a thort
account of. From his account, becaufe it is
known to be authentic, we have extratted the
following.

The part he furveyed lies between the 33d
and 45th degrees of latitude, and the 78th and

94th
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g4th degrees of longitude, containing an extent
“of territory which, for healthfulnefs, fertility of
foil, and variety of produtions, is not perhaps
furpaffed by any on the habitable globe.

¢¢ 'The lands comprehended between the river
Ohio, at Fort Pitt, and the Laurel mountain,
and thence continuing the fame breadth from
Fort Pitt to the Great Kanhawa river, may, ac-
cording to my own obfervations, and thofe of
the late Mr. Gift, of Virginia, be generally, and
juftly defcribed as follows.

‘¢ The vallies adjoining to the branches or
{prings of the middle forks of Youghiogeny, are
narrow towards its fource,—but there is a con-
fiderable quantity of good farming grounds on
the hills, near the largeft branch of that river.
~—The lands within a {mall diftance of the
Laurel mountain (through which the Youghi-
ogeny runs) agesén many places broken and
{tony, but rich and well timbered; and in fome
places, and particularly on Laurcl creek, they
are rocky and mountainous.

¢ From the Laurel mountain, to Mononga-
hela, the firft feven miles are good, level farm-
ing grounds, with fine meadows; the timber,
white Oak, Chefnut, Hickory, &c.—The fame
kind of land continues foutherly: (12 miles) to

the
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the upper - bratiches, or/ forks of this river, ‘and
about 15 miles nhorthierly to the place-where the
Youghiogeny falls inito the Monongahela,—The
lands, for about 18 miles in the famé courfe of
the laft:mentioned river, on each fide of it,
‘though hilly, are rich and well timbered.—The
trees are Walnut, Locuft, Chefnut, Poplar, and
Sugar or {weet- Maple. The low lands, near
the river, are about a mile, and in feveral places
two miles wide. For a confiderable way down
the river, on the eaftern fide of it, the intervals
are_extremely rich, and about a ‘mile wide.
The upland for about 12 miles eaftwardly, are
uncommotﬂy fertile; and well timberedy the

low lands, on the weftern fide, are narrow ¥’

but the uPla‘xl)ds, oh the eaftern fide of the ri-
ver, both up and down, are excellent, and 'co-
vered with Sugar trees, &c. :
¢¢ Such parts’ of the country which lie on
fome of the branches of . the Monongahela, and
acrofs the heads of feveral rivers, that run into
the Ohio, though in. general hilly, are exceed-
ingly fruitful and well watered. The timber
i1s Walnut, Chefnut, Afh, Oa}g, Sugar trees,
&c. and the interval or meddow lands are
from 250 yards to a quarter of 2 mile wide.
¢¢ The lands lying nearly in a north-wefterly
direction
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dire&tion from the Great Kanhawa river to the
Ohio, and thence north-eafterly, and alfo upon
L.e Tort’s creek, Ligtle Kanhawa river, Buffaloe,
Fithing, Weeling, and the two upper, and two
lower, and feveral other very confiderable creeks
(or what, in Europe, would be called large ri-
vers), and thence eaft, and fouth-eaft to the
river Monongahela, are, in point of quality, as
follows.

¢« The borders or meadow lands, are a mile,
and in fome places neal\two miles wide; and
the uplands are in common of a moft fertile foil,
capable of abundantly producing Wheat, Hemp,
Flax, &c.

¢ The lands which lie upon the Ohio, at
the mouths of, and between the above creeks;
alfo confift of rich intervals and very fine farm-
ing grounds. The whole country abounds in
Bears, Elks, Buffaloe, Deer, Turkies, &c.—
An unqueftionable proof of the extraordinary
goodnefs of its foil! Indiana lies within the
territory here defcribed. It contains about
three millions and an half of acres, and was
granted to Samuel Wharton, William Trent,
and George Morgan, Efquires, and a few other
perfons, in the year 1768.

“ Fort Pitt ftands at the confluence of the

Neahe
A.l\,ohcuy
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Allegheny and Monongahela rivers; in latitude
40° 31/ 44"; and about five degrees weftward
of Philadelphia. In the year 1760, a fmall
town, called Pittfburgh, was built near Fort Pitr,
and about 200 far;nilics refided in it ; but upon
the Indian war Srcaking out (in the month of
May 1763) they abandoned their houfes, and
retired into the fort.

“ In the year 1765 the prefent town of
Pittfburgh was laid, out. It is built on the
Eaftern bank of the river Monongahela, about
200 yards from Fort Pitt,

¢ The jun&ion of the Allegheny and Mo-
nongahela rivers, forms the river Ohio, and
this difcharges itfelf into the Mifliffippi, (in
latitude 36° 43') about 1188 computed miles
from Fort Pitt. ‘The Ohio in its paffage to the
Miffiffippi, glides through a pleafant, fruitful,
and healthy country ; and carries a great uni- *

. admit
formity of breadth, from 400 to 600 yards, ex- By
cept at its confluence with* the Miffiffippi, and « T
for 100 miles above it, where it is 1000 ydrds
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*¢ The reaches in the Ohio are in fome parts
from
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from two to four miles in length, and one of
them, above the Mufkingum river, called the
Long Reach, is fixteen miles and an half long.
The Ohio, about 100 miles above, or northerly
of the Rapids, (formerly called the Falls) is in
many places 700 yards wide; and as it ap-
proaches them, the high grounds on its barders
gradually diminith, and the country becomes
more level. Some of the banks, or heights of
this river, are at times overflowed by great
fre(hes, yet there is {aarce a place between Fort
Pitt and the Rapids (a diftance of 705 comput-
ed miles) where a good road may not be made ;
and horfes employed in drawing up large barges
(as 1s done on the margin of the river T'hames
in England, and the Seine in France) againft a
ftream remarkably gentle, except in high
frethes. The heights of the banks of the Ohio
“admit them every where to be fettled, as they
are not liable to crumble away.
¢¢ To thefe remarks, it may be proper to add
the following obfervations of the ingenious Mr.
Lewis Evans. He fays that ¢ the Ohio river,
as the winter fnows are thawed by the warmth

or rains in the fpring¢’rifes in vaft floods, in

fome places exceeding 20 feet in height,” but

{carce any where overflowing its high and up-
VoL. 1I. T right
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right banks. Thefe floods,” Mr. Evans adds, “ ]

¢ continue of fome height for at leaft a month or to def
two, according to the late or early breaking up [Bu
of the winter. Veflels from 100 to 200 tons 15 Inte
burthen, by taking the advantage of thefe floods, ‘trary |
may go from Pittfburgh to the fea with fafety, “]
as then the Falls, Rifts, and Shoals, are covered are fil
to an equality with the reft of the rivers ;’— \ was 1
and though the diftance is upwards of 2000 Pitt «
miles from Fort Pitt to the fea, yet as there are that ¢
no obftructions to prevent veflels from proceed- and ri
ing both day and night, Iam perfuaded that the r
this extraordinary inland voyage may be per- on a
formed, during the feafon of the floods, by row- Indiai
ing, in fixteen or feventeen days. derab
¢¢ The navigation of the Ohio in a dry fea- wars
{on, is rather troublefome from Fort Pitt to the ¢
Mingo town (about feventy-five miles), but the e
from thence to the Mifliflippi, there is always miles
a {ufficient depth of water for barges, carr‘ging _ Tun,
from 100 to 200 tons burthen, built in the {prin
‘manner as thofe are which are ufed on the river and
Thames, between London and Oxford ;—to elept
wit, from 100 to 120 feet in the keel, fixteen of Li
to eighteen feet in breadth and four feet in vatio
dppth and when loaded, drawing about three to b

feet water. than
¢ The
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¢ The Rapids, in a dry feafon, are difficult
to defcend with loaded boats or barges.

[But inftead of the carrying place now ufed, it
is intended to fubftitute a canal on the con-

‘trary fide of the river.]

¢« Moft of the hills on both fides of the Ohio
are filled with excellent coal, and a coal mine
was in the year 1760 opened oppofite to Fort
Pitt on the river Monongahela, for the ufe of
that garrifon. Salt fprings, as well as iron ore,
and rich lead mines, are found bordering upon
the river Ohio. One of the latter is opened
on a branch of the Sioto river, and there the
Indian natives fupply themfelves with a confi-
derable part of the lead which they ufe in their
wars and hunting.

¢¢ About 584 miles below Fort Pitt, and on
the eaftern fide of the Ohio river, about three
miles from it, at the head of a {fmall creek or

_run, where are feveral large and miry falt

{prings, are found numbers of large bones, teeth
and tufks, commonly fuppofed to be thofe of
elephants :—but the celebrated Doctor Hunter
of London, in his ingenious and curious obfer=
vations on thefe bones, &c. has fuppofed them
to belong to fome carnivorous animal, larger
than an ordinary elephant.

T 2 ¢ On
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¢« On the north-weftern fide of Ohio, about lirge
11 miles below the Cherokee river, on a high Cedar
bank, are the remains of fort Maffac, built by fize,
the French, and intended as a check to the Canes
fouthern Indians. It was deftroyed by them in count
the year 1763. 'This is a high, healthy, and fouth,
delightful fituation. A great varic‘t%: of game ; Pitt t
«——Buffaloe, Bear, Deer, &c.%as well as river,
Ducks, Geefe, Swans, Turkies, Pheafants, Yonk ol
Partridges, &c. sabounds ux every part of this be sff
«country. with

¢ The Ohio, and the rivers emptying ito with 1
it, afford green, and other Turtle, and fith of —
various forts ; particularly Carp, Sturgeon, Perch, pLa
and Cats; the two latter of an uncommon fize, fifipp
viz. Perch, fiom 8 to 12 pounds weight, and ducin,
Cats from 5o to 100 pounds weight, Indian

¢¢ 'The lands upon the Ohio, and its branches, Flax,
are differently timbered according to their qua- than
lity and' fituation. The high and dry lands are althou
covered with red, white, and black Oak, Hic- high |
kory, Walnut, red and white Mulberry and Afh the
trees, Grape vines, &c.; the low and meadow even
lands are filled with Sycamore, Poplar, red and vered
white Mulberry, Cherry, Beech, Elm, Afpen, of Fl
Maple, or Sugar trees, Grape vines, &c.; and that r
below, or fouthwardly of the Rapids, are feveral

large
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lirge Cedar and Cyprefs {wamps, ‘where the
Cedar and Cyprefs trees gro{v to a remarkable -
fize, and where alfo is a great abundance of
Canes, f{uch as grow in South Carolina. The |
country on both fides of the Ohio, extending
fouth-eafterly, and fouth-wefterly from Fort
Pitt to the Miffiflippi, and watered by the Ohio
river, and its branches, contains at leaft a mil-
lion of {quare miles, and it may, with truth,
be affirmed, that'no part of the globe is blefled
with-a more heajthful air, or climate ; watered
with more navigable rivers and branches com-
municating with the Atlantic Ocean, by the
rivers Potowmack, James, Rappahannock, Mif-
fiflippi, and St. Lawrence, or capable of pro-
ducing, with lefs labour and expence, Wheat,
Indian Corn, Buck-wheat, Rye, Oats, Barley,
Flax, Hemp, Tobacco, Rice, Silk, Pot-ath, &c.
than the country under confideration. And
although there are confiderable quantities of
high lands for about 2 50 miles (on both fides of
the river Ohio) fouthwardly from Fort Pitt, yét
even the fummits of moft of the Hills are co-
vered with a deep rich foil, fit for the culture
of Flax and Hemp; and it may alfo be added,
that no foil can. pofiibly yicld larger crops of

T 3 red
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red and white Clover, and other ufeful grafs,
than this does.

¢ On the north-weft and fouth-eaft fides of
the Ohio, below the great Kanhawa river, at a
little diftance from it, are extenfive natural
meadows, or favannahs. Thefe meadows are
from 20 to go miles in circuit. They have
many beautiful groves of trees interfperfed, as
if by art, in them, and which ferve as a thelter
for the mnumerable herds of Buffaloe, Deer,
&c. with which they abound.

¢ Jam obliged to a worthy friend, and coun-
tryman, for the following juft and judicious
obfervations. They were addrefied to the Earl
of Hillfborough, in the year 1770, when
Secretary of State for the North American de-
partment; and were written by Mr. Samuel
Wharton of Philadelphia, who at time refided
in London, having fome bufinefs there with
Mr. Strahan, Mr. Almon, &c.

¢¢ No part of North- America,’ he fays, ¢ will
¢¢ require lefs encouragement for the produc-
¢ tion of naval ftores, and raw materials for
‘¢ manufactories in Europe; and for fupplying
¢ the Weft-India iflands with Lumber, Provi-
¢ fions, &c. than the country of the Ohio;—
¢¢ and for the following reafons:

“ Firft,
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¢« Firft, The lands are excellent, the climate
temperate, the native Grapes, Silk-worms, and
Mulberry-trees, abound every where: Hemp;
““ Hops, and Rye, grow fpontaneoufly in the
¢ valleys and low lands, lead, and iron ore are
plenty in the hills, falt {prings are innumer-
¢ able; and no foil is better adapted to the cul-
¢¢ ture of Tobacco, Flax, and Cotton, than that
¢¢ of the Ohio.
¢¢ Second, The country is well watered by
{everal navigable rivers, communicating with
each other; by which, and a fhort land car-
riage, the produce of the lands of the Ohio
can, even now (in the year 1752) be fent
cheaper to the fea-port town of Alexandria,
on the river Potomack in Virginia (where
¢ General Braddock’s tranfports landed his
““ troops), than any kind of merchandife is fent
¢¢ from Northampton to London.

¢ Third, The river Ohio is, at all feafons of
¢¢ the year, navigable with large boats, like the
“ weft country barges, rowed only by four
“ or five men; and from.the month of Febru-
4§,ary to April large thips may be built on the
¢ 'Qhio, and fent to fea laden with Hemp, Iron,
v E}'lax, Silk, Tobacco, Cotton, Potyath, &c.

¢ Fourth, Flour, Corn, Beef, Ship-Plank,

T 4 \ ““ and
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¢¢ and other ufeful articles, can be fent down
¢¢ the ftream of the Ohio to Weft-Florida, and
¢¢ from thence to the Weft- India iflands, much
¢¢ cheaper, and in better order, than from New
*¢ York or Philadelphia to thefe iflands.

*¢ Fifth, Hemp, Tobacco, Iron, and fuch
¢t bulky articles, may alfo be fent down the
¥4 [tream of the Ohio to the fea, and at leaflt 50
¢ per cent. cheaper than thefe articles' were
¥¢ ever carried by a ‘land ‘carriage; of only 6o

€ miles, in Pennfylvania ; where waggonage
st is cheaper than in any other part of North
¢ America,

«“Sixth, The expence of tranfporting' Euro-

#¢ pean manufalories from the fea to the Ohio,
¢ will not be {fo much as is now paid, and
* muft ever be paid, to a great part of the .
< ¢ounties of Pennfylvania, Virginia, and Ma-
¢¢ ryland. 'Whenever the farmers, or mer-
¢* chants of Ohio, fhall properly underftand
#¢ the bufinefs of tranfportation, they will build
«¢ {chooners, floops, &c. on the Ohio, fuitable
¢ for the Weft-India, or European markets;
s¢or, by having Black-Walnut, Cherry-tree,
«* Qak, &c. properly fawed for foreign markets,
¢¢ and formc\d\into rafts, in the manner that
# j5 now done by the fettlers near the upper

¢ parts
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parts of Delaware river in Pennfylvania, and
thereon ftow their Hemp, Iron, Tobacco,
&c. and proceed with them to New Or-
leans. :

‘¢ It may not, perhaps, be amifs, to obferve,
that large quantities of Flour are made in the
diftant (weftern) counties of Pennfylvania,
and fent by an expenfive land carriage to thé
city of Philadelphia, and from thence thipped
to South Carolina, and to Eaft and Weft
Florida, there being little or no Wheat raifed
in thefe provinces. The river Ohio feems
kindly defigned by’ nature as the channel
through which the two Floridas may be fup-
plied with Flour, not only for their own
confumption, but alfo for the carrying on an
extenfive commerce with Jamaica and the
Spanith fettlements in the Bay of Mexico.
Millftones in abundance are to be obtained in
the hills near the Ohio, and the country is
every where well watered with large and
conftant {prings and {ftreams, for grift, and
other mills.

¢¢ The paflage from Philadelphia to Pennfa-
cola, 1s feldom made m lefs than a month,
and fixty fhillings fterling per ton freight
(confifting of fixteen barrels) is ufually paid -

‘¢ for
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¢ for Flour, &c. thither. Boats ‘carrying 800
“ or 1000 barrels of Flour, may go in about
¢¢ the fame time from the Ohio (even from
¢ Pittfburgh) as from Philadelphia to Pennfa-
¢¢ cola, and for half the above freight, the Ohio
¢“ merchants would be able to deliver Flour,
¢ &c. there in much better order than from
¢¢ Philadelphia, and without incurring the da-
¢ mage and delay of the fea, and charges of
¢ infurance, &c. as from thence to Pennfa-
¢¢ cola.

““ This 1s not mere fpeculation; foritis a

falt, that about the year 1746 there was a

great fcarcity of provifions at New Orleans,

and the French fettlements, at the Illinois,

{mall as they then were, fent thither in one

winter upwards of eight hundred thoufand

weight of Flour.”

L | fhall now proceed to give.a brief account
of the feveral rivers and creeks which fall into
the river Ohio.

¢¢ Canawagy, when raifed by frefhes, is pafi-
able with fmall battoes, to a little lake at its
head ;—from thence there is a portage of 20
miles to lake Erie, at the mouth of Jadaghque.
This portage 1s feldom ufed, becaufe Canawagy
has fcarcely any water in it in a dry feafon,

¢¢ Bughaloons,

and
twe
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¢¢ Bughaloons is not navigable, but is re-
markable for extenfive meadows bordering up-
on it.

¢ French Creek affords the neareft paffage
to lake Erie. It is navigable with fmall boats
to Le Beuf, by a very crooked channel ; the
portage thence to Prefquile, from an adjoining
peninfula, is 15 miles. This is the ufual route
from Quebec to Ohio.

¢¢ Licking and Lacomic Crecks do not afford
any navigation; but there 1s plenty of coals
and ftones for building in the hills which ad-
join them.

¢ Toby’s Creek is deep enough for batteaus
for a confiderable way up, thence by a fhort
portage to the weft branch of Sufquehannah, a
good communication is carried on between Ohio
and the eaftern parts of Pennfylvania.

¢ Moghulbughkitum is paffable alfo by flat
bottom boats in the fame maunner as. Toby’s

Creek is to Sufquebhannah, and from thence to
all the fettlements in Northumberland county,
&c. in Pennfylvania.

‘¢ Kifhkeminetas is navigable in like man-
ner as the preceding creeks, for between 4o
and 50 miles, and good portages are found be-
tween Kifhkeminetas, Juniatta, and Potomac

rIvers.
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rivers.—Coal and Salt are difcovered in thc‘;

neighbourhood of thefe rivers. ~ ~_

¢ Monongahela is a large river, and at its

junétion with the Alleghieny river ftands Fort
Pitt. It is deep, and gentle, and navigable
with battoes and barges, beyond Red Stone
.creek, and ftill farther with lighter craft. At
fixteen miles from its mouth is Youghiogeny ;
this river is navigable with batteaux or barges
to the foot of Laurel hill,

‘¢ Beaver | Creek has water {ufficient for flat
bottom boats, At Kifhkufkes (about 16 miles
up) are two branches of this creek; which
fpread oppofite ways; one interlocks with
French Creck and Cherdge,—the 'other with
Mufhingum and Cayahoga; on this branch,
about thirty-five miles above the forks, are
many Salt-fprings.-—Cayahoga. 1s practicable
with canoes about twenty miles farther,

¢ Mufkingum is a fine gentle river, confined
by high banks, which prevent its floods from
overflowing the furrounding land. It is 2350
yards wide at its confluence with the Ohio, and
navigable, witbout any obftrutions, by large
battoes or barges, to the three Legs’s, and by
fmall ones to a little lake at its head.

. From thence to Cayahoga (the creek that
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leads to lake Erie) the Mufkingum is muddy,
and not very {wift, but no where obftructed
with falls or rifts. Here are fine uplands, ex-
tenfive meadows, Oak and Mulberry-trees fit for
thip building, and Walnut, Chefnut, and Poplar
trees, fuitable for domeftic fervices.—Cayahoga
furnithes the belt portage between Ohio and
Jake Erie; at its mouth it is wide and deep
enough to réceive large floops from the lake.
It will hereafter be a place of great impor-
tance.
¢ Mufkingum, 1 all its wide-extended
branchds, is {urrounded by moft excellent land,
and abounds in {prings, and conveniencies par-
ticularly adapted to fettlements remote from
fea navigations’;—fuch as falt {prings, coal, clay,
and fres flone. In 1748 a coal mine oppofite
to Lamenfhicola mouth took fire, and continued
burning about twelve months, but great quan-
tities of coal ftill remain in it, Near the fame
place are excellent whetftones, and about eight
miles higher up the river, is plenty of white
and blue clay for glafs works and pottery.
¢ Hockhocking is navigable with large flat
bottom boats between feventy and eighty miles;
it has fine teadows with high banks, which
feldom ovefflow, and rich uplands on its bor-
71 ders.
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ders. Coal and quarries of freeftone are found
about 15 miles up this creek.

¢« Big Kanhawa falls into the Ohio upon its
fouth-eaftern fide, and 1s fo] confiderable a
branch of this river, that it 4\&y be miftaken
for the Ohio itfelf by perfons aftending it. It
is flow for ten miles, to little broken hills,—
the low land is very rich, and of about the fame
 breadth (from the pipe hills to the falls) as up-
on the Ohio. After going 10 miles up Kan-

"\V hawa the land is hilly, and the water a little

rapid for 50 or 6o miles further to the falls,
yet batteaus or barges may be eafily rowed
thither. Thefe falls were formerly thought

impaflfable ; but late difcoveries have proved,
that a waggon road may be made through the
mouuntain, which occafions the falls, and that

by a portage of a few miles only a comimuni-
cation may be had between the waters of great
Kanhawa and Obhio, and thofe of James river
in Virginia. .

¢ Tottery lies upon the fouth-eaftern fide of
the Ohio, and is navigable with batteaux to
the Quafioto mountains, It is a long river,
has few branches, and interlocks with Red
* Creek, or Clinche’s River (a branch of the Cut-
tawa); and has below the mountains, efpeci-

3 ally
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ally for 15 miles from its mouth, very good
land. Here 1s a perceptible difference of clia
mate between the upper and this part of Ohio.
Here the large Reed, or Carolina Cane, grows in
plenty, even upon the upland, and the winter
1s {o moderate as not to deftroy it, The fame
moderation of climate continues down Ohio,
efpecially on the fouth-eaft fide, to the Rapids,
and thence on both fides of that river to the
Mifhiffippi.

¢¢ Great Salt Lick Creek is remarkable for
fine land, plenty of buffaloes, falt {prings, white
clay, and lime ftone. Small boats may go to
the croffing of the war path without any impe-
diment. The falt {prings render the waters
unfit for drinking, but the plenty of frefh {prings
in their vicinity, makes {ufficient amends for
this inconvenience.

¢ Kentucke is larger than the preceding
creek ; it 1s furrounded with high clay banks,
fertile lands, and large falt fprings. Its naviga-
tion 1s interrupted by fhoals, but pafiable with
{mall boats to the gap, where the war path goes
through the Ouafioto mountains.

¢¢ Sioto, 1s a large gentle river, bordered with
rich flats, or meadows. It overflows in the
fpring, and then {preads about half a mile,

though
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though when. confined within its banks it is
fcarce a furloug wide.

¢ If it floods early, it feldom retires within
its banks in lefs than a month, and is not ford-
able frequently in lefs than two months.

“ The Sioto, befides having a great extent of
moft excellent land on both fides of the river,
is furnithed with falt, on an eaftern branch, and
red bole on Necunfia Skeintat. The ftream of
Sioto is gentle and paffable with large battoes
or barges for a confiderable way, and with {mall-
er boats, necar 200 miles, to a portage of only
four miles to Sandufky.

¢¢ Sandufky is a confiderable river abounding
in level land, its ftream gentle all the way to
the mouth, where it is large enough to receive
floops. The northern Indians crofs lake Erie
here from ifland to ifland, land at Sanduiky,
and go by a diret path to the lower Shawanoe
town, and thence to the gap of the Ouafioto
mountain, in their way to the Cuttawa coun-
try.

¢ Little Mineami river 1s too {mall to navi-
gate with batteaux. It has much fine land and
feveral falt {prings; its high banks and gentle
current prevent. its much overflowing the fur-
rounding lands in frefhes, ‘
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¢¢ Great Mineami, Affereniet or Rocky river,
has a very ftony channel; a {wift ftream, but
no falls. It has {everal large branches, paffable
with boats a great way ; one extending weft-
ward towards the Quiaghtena river, another to-
wards a branch of Mineami river (which runs
to Lake Erie), to which there is a portage, and
a third has a portage to the weft branch of
Sandufky, befides Mad Creek, where the French
formerly eftablithed them{elves, Rifing ground,
here and there a little ftony, which begins in
the northern part of the peninfula, between the
lakes Erie, Huron, and Michigan, and extends
acrofs little Mineami river below the Forks, and
fouthwardly along the Rocky river, to Ohio.

¢ Buffaloe river falls into the Ohio on the
eaftern fide of it, at the diftance of 925 com-
puted miles from Fort Pitt. It isa very confi-
derable branch of the Ohio; is 200 yards wide,
navigable upwards of 150 miles for battoes or
barges, of 30 feet long, s feet broad, and 3 feet
deep, carrying about 7 tons, and can be navi-
gated much farther with large canoes. The
{tream 1s moderate. The lands on both fides
of the river are of a moft luxuriant quality, for
the production of Hemp, Flax, Wheat, Tobacco,
&c. They are covered with a great variety of

Vor. IL U lofty,
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lofty, and ufeful timber ; as Oak, Hickory, Mul-
berry, Elm, &c. Several perfons who have af-
cended this river fay, that falt {prings, coal,
lime and free ftone, &c. aré to be found in a va-
riety of places.
¢« The Wabath is a beautiful river, with
high and upright banks, léfs fubjeét to overflow
than aity otherriver (the Ohio ‘excepted) in
this part of America. It difcharges itfelf into t'
) ‘ . imber
the Ohio, one thoufand and twenty-two miles dle 4
below Fort Pitt, in latitude 37° 417.—At its the Ol
mouth it is 270 ydrds wide; is navigable to
Ouidtanon (412 miles) in the fpring; fuminer,
and avtumn, with battoes or barges, drawing
about three feet water. From thence, on ac-
¢ount of a rocky bottom, and fhoal water, large
canoes are chiefly employed, except when the
river is {welled with rains, 4t which time it
may be afcended with boats, fuch as I have juft
defcribed (197 miles further) to the Miami
carrying place, which is nine ‘miles from the
Miami village, and this is fituated on a river of
the fame name, that runs into the {fouth-fouth-
weft part of lake Erie.—The ftream of the
Wabath is generally gentle to fort Ouiatanon,
and no where obftru&ted with falls, but 13 by
feveral rapids, both above and below that fort,
4 fome
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fome of which-are pretty confiderable. There
is alfo'a part of the river, for about three miles,
and 30 miles from the c:‘.r{ying place, wherc
the channel is fo narrow, that it 'is neceflity 'to
make ufe of fetting poles, inftead of oars.” The
land on this river is rematkably fertile, ‘and fe-
veral parts of it are naturdl meadosws, of great
extent, covered with fine long grafs.—The
timber is large, and high, and in fuch variety,
that almoft all the different kinds growing upon
the Ohio and its branches (but with a greater
propostion of black and white mulberry-trees)
may be found here~—A filver mine has been
difcovered about 28 miles above Ouiatanon, oft
the northern fide of the Wabath, ‘and probably
others may be found hereafter. The Wabath
abounds with falt {prings, and any quantity of
falt may be made from them, in'the manneér
now ‘done at the Saline in the 1llinois country ¢
—the hills are replenithed with the beft coal,
and there is plenty of lime and free ftone, blue,
yellow, and white (;lay, for glafs Wworks and
pottery. ‘Two French fettlements are efta-
blithed on the ‘Wabath, called Poft Vincient
aiid Duiatanon ;' the firft is 150 miles, and the
other 262 miles fiom its mouth. The former
is" ot ‘the’ eaftern fide of the river, and confifts

o U a of
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of, 6o fettlers and their families. They raife
Indian corn, wheat, and tobacco of an extra-
ordinary good quality ; fuperior, it is faid, to
that produced in Virginia. They have a fine
breed of horfes (brought originally by the In-
dians from the Spanifh fettlem®nts on the weft-
ern fide of the river Miffiffippi), and large ftocks
of fwine and black cattle. The fettlers deal
with the natives for furs and deer fkins, to the
amount of about §oool. annually. Hemp of a
good texture grows fpontaneoufly in the low
lands of the Wabath, as do grapes in the great-
eft abundance, having a black, thin fkin, and of
which the nhabitants in the autumn make a from
fufficient quantity (for their own confumption) The s
of well-tafted red-wine. Hops large and good Fry ’
are found in many places, and the lands are par- ing bx
ticularly adapted to the culture of rice, All the“V"
European fruits ;—apples, peaches, pears, cher- ‘
ries, currants, goofberries, melons, &c. thrive
well;both here, and in the ‘country bordering w.ardl
6mivcr Ohio. wtde
. ¢ Quiatanon is a {mall ftockaded fort on the rmles.
weftern fide of the Wabath, in which about a ment
dozen families refide. The neighbouring In- fiePth
dians are the Kickapoos, Mufquitons, Pyanki- aed
fhaws, and a principal part of the Ouiatanons. ther.
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The whole of thefe tribes gonfift, it is fuppofed,
of about one thoufand warriors. The fertility
of foil; and diverfity of timber in this country,
are the fame as in the vicinity of Poft Vincient,
The annual amount of fkins and furs obtajned
at Quiatanon is about 8oool. By the river
Wabafth, the inhabitants of Detroit move to the
fouthern parts of Ohio, and the Illinois country,
Their rout is by the Miami river to a carrying,
place, which, as 'before ftated, is nine miles to
the Wabath, when this river is raifed with
frethes; but at other feafons, the diftance is
from 18 to 30 miles, including the portage.
The whole of the latter is through a level coun-
try. « Carts are ufually employed in tranfport-
ing boats and merchandife from the Miami to
the Wabafh river.

¢¢ The Shawanoe river empties itfelf on the
caftern fide of Ohijo, about 95 miles fouth-
wardly of the Wabafh: river, It is 250 yards
wide at its mouth, has\ been navigated 180
miles in battoes of the conftru@ion of thofe
mentioned in the preceding article, and from the
depth of water, at that diftance from its mouth,
it is prefumed, it may be navigated much fur-
ther. The foil and timber of the.lands, upon

U 3 this
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this tiver, “afe exally the fameas thofé" upon occafi
Buffaloe river. ' which
s« PThe Cherokee river difcharges itfelf into the L
thq?ﬂhxb oh the fame fide’ that the Shawanoe contin
tiver does, that is, 13 miles below ot f&itherly width
of it; 4fid 11 miles above, ‘or mortherly of ‘the river,
place whtre Fort Maffic formierly ftood, and 57 and u
miiled” froth” the confluence of the Olfio’ with Highi
the'' river Mifliffippi. * T'he Chérokee'fiver ‘has land 1
béen fiivigated ‘gob 'miles from’ its ‘mouth. tance
A¥ ‘the dlﬁaxrcf: of 220'milés’ ffom thcncc, it fome |
widens from 30 yards (its' general width) to miles
bctweén tWotand three miles, and’ contintres north
this bréédth for'fiear thirty miles farther.” The 150y
whole of thxs diftance 'is cdlled” the Mufcle famili
Shotffs: " Frére the claniid i 8BRrulted with a river 1
number of iflands, formed by treés and’ drifted fide, a
%vdod;'birﬁ’pight‘hithcr, at ‘different’ feafons of the this ri
ycar, in “fréfhés and floods. In pafling'‘thefe furthe
iflnads, the 'middle of the wideft ihtetriediate towns
water 15 €0 be n'aifidatcd as tHere it'is deépett. il C|
From the ‘mouth of the CHerokee friver''to much
Mafcle 'Shidals the current ‘is ‘thoderate; and called
both the high and low Yands aré rich, and abun- rokee
dantly covcrcd with oaks, Waihut fugar-tx‘ces, the fal
hickory, %) About 260 "Hilés’ above thefe Long
fhoals is, what is called, the Whirl, or Suck, . thenc
occafioned,
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occafioned, I imagine, by the high mountain,
which there confines the river (fuppofed to be
the Laurel mountain). The Whirl, or Suck,
continues rapid for about three miles. Its
width about so.yards. - Afcending the Cherokee
river, and at about 100 miles from the Suck,
and upon the fouth-eaftern fide of that river, is
Highwafee river. Vaft tracts of level and rich
land border on this river; but at a fmall dif-
tance frqg it, the country is much broken, and
fome parts of it produce only pine trees. Forty
miles higher up the Cherokee river, on the
north weftern fide, is Clinche’s river. It is
150 yards wide, and about 5o miles up it feveral
families are fettled. From Clinche’s to Tenefee
river is 100 miles. It comes in on the eaftern
fide, and14s 250 yards wide. About 10 miles up
this river, 1s a Cherokee town, called Chota, and
further up this branch are feveral other Indian
towns, poflefled by Indians, called, the Over-
hill Cherokees. The navigation of this branch is
much interrupted by rocks, as is alfo the river
called French Broad, which comes into the Che-
rokee river go miles above the Tenefee, and: on
the fame fide. 150 miles above French Broad 1s
Long Ifland (three miles in length) and from
thence to the fource of the Cherokee river is

U4 6o




296 APPENDIX.

6o miles, and the whole diftance is fo rocky, as
to be {carcely navigable with a canoe.

“ By the Cherokee river, the emigrants
from the frontier counties of Virginia, and
North Carolina, pafs to the fettlements in Weft
Florida, upon the river Miflifippt.  They em-
bark at Long Ifland.

\

¢ I will now proceed to give a defcription of

that part called theIllinois country, lying between

the Mifliffipp1 wefterly, the Illinois river north-

- erly, the Wabath eafterly, and the Ohio fouth-
erly.

¢“ The land at the confluence, or fork of the
rivers Miffiflippi and Obhio, 1s above 20 feet
higher than the common f{urface of thefe rivers;
yet {o confiderable are the {pring floods, that it
1s generally overflowed for about a week, as are
the lands for {féveral miles back in the country.
—The- foil at the fork is compofed of mud,
earth, and fand, accumulated from the Ohio
and Mifliflippi rivers. It 15 -exceedingly fertile,
and in its natural ftate yields hemp, pea-vines,
grafs, &c. and a great variety of trees, and in
particular the afpen tree, of an unufual height
and thicknefs,

¢ For 25 miles up the Mifliffippi (from the

Ohio)
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Ohio) the country is rich, level, and well tim-
bered ; and then feveral gentle rifing grounds
appear, which gradually diminifh at the diftance
of between four and five miles eaftward from
the river. From thence to the Kafkafkias ri-
ver 1s 65 miles. ~The country 1s a mixture of
hills and vallies; fome of the former are rocky
and fteep; but they, as well as the vallies,
are thaded with fine oaks, hickory, walnut, afh,
and mulberry-trees, &c. Some of the high
grounds afford moft pleafant fituations for fet-
tlements. Their elevated, and airy pofitions,
togcther with the great luxuriance of the foil,
every where yielding plenty of grafs, and ufeful
plants, promife health, and ample returns to
induftrious {ettlers.

¢ Many quarries of lime, free-ftone, and

marble, have been difcovered in this part of the
country. )

¢ Several creeks and rivers fall into the
Mifhifippi, in the above diftance (of 65 miles),
but no remarkable ones, except the rivers a Vafe
and Kafkatkias; the former is navigable for
battoes about 6o, and the latter for about 130
miles ;—both thefe rivers run through a rich
country, abounding in extenfive, natural mea-

dows,
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dows, and numberlefs herds of buffaloe,
deer, &c.

¢ The high grounds, juft mentioned, con-
tinue along the eaftern fide of the Kafkatkias
river, at a {mall diftance from it, for the {pace
of *five miles and a half, to the Kafkafkias vil-
Jage; then they incline more towards that

river, and run nearly parallel with the eaftern
bank of the Miffiffippi, at the diftance of about
three miles in fome parts, and four miles, in
other parts from it. Thefe are principally com-
pofed of lime and free-ftone, and from 100
to 130 feet high, divided in feveral places by
deep cavities, through which many fljgl/(rivulcts

pafs before they fall “into the Mifli{z@. “The
fides of thefe hills, fronting this river, ‘are in
many places perpendicular,—and appear like fo-
lid pieces of ftone mafonry, of various colours,
figures, and fizes.

¢« The low land between the hills and the
Mifiifippi, begins on the north fide of the
Kafkatkias river, and continues for three miles
above the River Mifouri, where a high ridge
terminates it, and forms the eaftern bank of
the Mifliffippi.—This interval land is level, has
few trees, and is of a very rich fol, yielding

thrubs and moft fragrant flowers, which, added
4 , to
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to the number and extent of meadows and ponds
difperfed through this charming valley, render
it exceedingly beautiful and agreeable.

¢ In this vale ftand the following villages,
viz. Kafkafkias, which, as already mentioned,
1s five miles and a half up a river of the fame
name, running northerly and foutherly.—Thiy
village contains 3o houfes, many of them well\

built ; feveral of ftone, with gardens, and large

lots adjoining, It confifts of about 500 white
anhabitants, and between four and five hundred
negroes. The former have large ftocks of
black cattle, {wine, &c.

¢ Three miles northerly of Kafkafkias, 1s a
village of Illinois Indiaus (of the Kafkafkias
tribe) contaiiing about 210 perfons and 6o war-
riors. They were formerly brave and warlike,
but are degenerated into a drunken and de-
bauched tribe, and {fo indolent, as fcarcely to
procure a fufliciency of {kins and furs to barter
for clothing,

¢¢ Nine miles further northward than the
laft mentroned village, is another, called La
prairic du Rocher, or the Rock meadows. It
confifts of 1co white inhabitants, and 8o ne-
groes.

¢¢ Three miles northerly of this place, on the

banks
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banks of the Miffiffippi, {tood Fort Chartres. It

was abandoned in the year 1772, as it was ren-
dered untenable by the conftant wathings of the
River Mifliffippi in high floods.—The village of
Fort Chartres, a little fouthward of the fort,
contained fo few inhabitants, as not to deferve
my notice.

¢ One mile higher up the Miffiffippi than
Fort Chartres, is a village fettled by 170 war-
riors of the{Piorias and Mitchigamias (two other
tribes of the Illlinois Il\dians). They are as
idle and debauched as the tribe of Kafkafkias
which I have juft defcribed.

¢ Four miles higher than the preceding

village, is St. Philip’s. It was formerly inha-
bited* by about a dozen families, but at .prefent
is poflefled only by two or three.—The others
have retired to the weftern fide of the Miffif-

fippi.
¢¢ Forty-five miles further northwards than
St. Philip’s (and one mile up a {fmall river on
the fouthern fide of it) ftands the village of
Cahokia. It has so houfes, many of them
well built, and 300 inhabitants, pofiefling 8o
negroes, and large ftocks of black cattle, {wine,
&, \
¢ Four miles above Cahokia, on the weftern
or
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or Spanith fide of the Mifliffippi, ftands the

village of St. Louis, on a high piece of ground.
It is the moft healthy and pleafurable fituation
of any known in this part of the country.
Here the Spanith commandant and the princi-
pal Indian traders refide; who, by conciliating
the affetions of the natives, have drawn all the
Indian trade of the Mifouri;—part of that of
the Miffiffippi (northwards), and of the tribes of
Indians refiding near the Ouifconfing and Illi-
nois rivers, to this village. In St. Louis are
120. houfes, moftly built of ftone. They are
large and commodious. This village has 8co
inhabitants, chiefly French;—fome of them
have had a liberal education, are polite, and
hofpitable. They have about 150 negroes, and
large ftocks of black cattle, &c.

“ Twelve miles below, or {outherly of Fort
Chartres, on the weftern bank of the Miffif~
fippi, and nearly oppofite to the village of Kaf-
kafkias, is the village of St. Genevieve, or Miffire.
It contains upwards of 100 houfes, and 460
inhabitants, befides negroes. This and St. Louis
are all the villages that are upon the weftern
or Spanifh fide of the Miffiffippi.

“ Four miles below St. Genevieve (on the

weftern bank of the Miffiffippi), at the mouth
of




302 APPENDIX.

of a creek, 1s a hamlet, called the Saline. Here
all the {alt 1s made, which is ufed in the lili-
nois country, from a falt {pring that is at this
place. ;

. ¢ In the feveral villages on the Mifliffippi,
which I have juft defcribed, there were, fo long
ago as the year 1771, twelve hundred and feven-
ty-three fencible men,

¢ The Ridge which forms the eaftern bank
of the Mifliffippi, above the Mifouri river, con-
tinues northerly to the lllinois river, and then

dire&s its courfe :1l(>ng the eaftern fide of that

. . N v .
river, for about 220 mies, when it declines in

gentle flopes, and ends in extenfive rich favan-
nahs, On the top of this ridge, at the mouth
of the Illinois river, is an agreeable and com-
manding fituation for a fort, and though the
ridge 1s high and fteep (about 130 feet high),
and rather difﬁchsto afcend, yet when af-
cended, it affords a moft delightful profpeét.
—The Miffiffippt is diftinly feen from its
fummit for more than twenty miles, as are
the beautiful meanderings of the Illinois river
for many leagues ;—next a level, fruitful mea-
dow prefents itfelf, of at leaft one hundred
miles 1n circuit on the weftern fide of the Mif-
fiflipp1, watcred by feveral lakes, and fhaded by

d {mall
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{fmall groves or copfes of trees, {cattered in dif-
ferent parts of it, and then the eye with rap-
ture furveys, as well the high lands bordering
upon the river Miffouri, as thofe at a greater
diftance up the Miffiffippi.—In fine, this charm-
ing ridge‘ is covered with excellent grafs, large
oak, walnut-trees, &c. and at the diftance
of about nine miles from the Mifliflippi, up the
Illinois river, are feen many large favannahs,
or meadows abounding in buffalo, deer, &c.

¢ In afcending the Mifliflippi, Cape au Gres
particularly attrated my attention.—It is a
8 leagues above the Illinois river, on the e:
ern {ide of the Mifliffippi, and continues abowé
five leagues on that river, There isa gradual
defcentyback to delightful meadows, and to
beautiful and fertile uplands, watered by feveral
rivulets, which fall isto the Illinois river be-
tween 30 and 40 miles from its entrance into
the Mifliffippt, and into the latter at Cape au
Gres. The diftance from,the Miffiffippi to the
River Illinois acrofs the country, is leflened or
increafed, according to the windings of the
former river ;—the {malleft diftance is at Cape
au Gres, and there it is between four and five
miles. The lands in this intermediate {pace

between the above two rivers are rich, almoft

beyond
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beyond parallel, covered with large oaks, wal-
nut, &c. and not a ftone is to be feen, except
upon the fides of the river.—It is even ac-
knowledged by the French inhabitants, that if
fettlements were only begun at Cape au Gres,
thofe upon the Spanifh fide of the Miffiffippi
would be abandoned, as the former would ex-
cite a conftant {ucceflion of fettlers, and inter=
cept all the trade of the upper Miffitfippi.

¢« The Illinois river furnifhes a communi-
cation with Lake Michigan, by the Chicago
river, and by two portages between the latter
and the Illinois river; the longeft of which
does not exceed four miles,

¢¢ The Illinois country 1s in general of a {upe-
rior foil to any other part of North America
that I have feen. It produces fine oak, hic-
kory, cedar, mulberry-trees, &c. fome dying
roots and medicinal plants ;—hops and excellent
wild grapes, and in the year 1769, one hundred
and ten hogfheads of weil-tafted and ftrong
wine were made by the French fettlers from

thefe grapes,—a large quantity of fugar is alfo

annually made from the juice of the maple-tree ;
and as the mulberry-trees are long and numer-
ous, I prefume the making of filk will employ
the attention and induftry of the fettlers, when

the
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the country is more fully inhabited than it is
at prefent, and efpecially as the winters are
much more moderate, and favourable for the
breed of filk worms, than they are in many of
the fea coaft provinces.—Indigo may likewife
be fuccefsfully cultivated (but not more than
two cuttings in a year); wheat, peas, and In-
dian corn thrive well, as does every fort of
grain and pulfe, that is produced in any of the
old colonies. Great quantities of tobacco are
alfo yearly raifed by the inhabitants of the Iili-
nois, both for their own confumption, and that
of the Indians; but little has hitherto been
exported to Europe. Hemp grows f{pontane-
oufly, and 1s of a good texture; its common
height is 10 feet, and its thicknefs three inches
(the latter reckoned within about a.foot of the
root), and with little labour any quantity may
be cultivated. Flax feed has hitherto been
only raifed in {mall quantities. There has
however been enough produced to fhew that
it may be fown to the greateft advantage.. Ap-
ples, pears, peaches, and all other European
fruits, fucceed admirably. Iron, copper, and
lead mines, as alfo falt {pripgs, have been difco-
vered in different parts of this territory. The
two latter are worked on the Spanith fide of

Vor. 1I. X the
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the Mufliffippi, with confiderable advantage to
their owners. There is plenty of fith in the
rivers, particularly cat, carp, and perch, of an
uncommon fize.~—Savannahs, or natural mea-
dows, are both numerous and extenfive ; yield-
ing excellent grafs, and feeding great herds of
buffaloe, deer, &c.—-—Ducks, teal, geefe, {wans,
cranes, pelicans, turkies, pheafants, partridges,
&c. fuch as are feen in the fea coaft colonies,
are in the greateft variety and abundance.—In
fthort, every thing that a reafonable mind can
defire is to be found, or may, with little pains,
be produced here.

‘¢ Niagara Fort is a moft impertant poft. It
fecures a greater number of communications
through a larger country than probably any
other pafs in interior America;—it ftands at
the entrance of a ftrait, by which lake Ontario
1s joined to lake Erie, and the latter is connect-
ed with the three great lakes, Huron, Michegan,
and Superior. About nine miles above Fort
Niagara the carrying place begins. It is oc-
cafioned by the ftupendous catara® of that
name. The quantity of water which tumbles
over this f3ll is voparalleled 1@ America ;—its
heighth is not lefs than 137 feet. This fall
would interrupt the communication between

the
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~ the lakes Ontario and Erie, if a road was not
made up the hilly country that borders upon
the ftrait. This road extends to a {mall poft
eighteen miles from Fort Niagara. Here the
traveller embarks in a battoe or canoe, and pro=-
ceeds eighteen miles to a {fmall fort at laké Erie.
It may be proper alfo to add, that at the end of
. the firft two miles, in the laft-mentioned dif-
tance of 18 miles, the ftream of the river is di-
vided by a large ifland, above nine miles in
length ; and at the upper end of it, about a
mile from lake Erie, are three or four iflands,
not far from each other ;—tHefe iflands, by in-
terrupting and confining the waters difcharged
from the lake, greatly increafe the rapidity of
the ftream; which indeed i1s fo violent, that
the ftiffelt gale is fcarcely fufficient to enable a
large veflel to ftem it; but it is fuccefsfully
refifted in fmall battoes, or canoss, that are rowed
near the fhore.

‘¢ Lake Erie is about 22§ miles in length, and
upon a medium about 40 miles in breadth. It
affords a good navigation for fhipping of any
burthen. The coaft, on both fides of the lake,
1s generally favourable for the paffage of battoes
and canoes, Its banks in many places have a
flat fandy fhore, particularly to the eaftward of

X2 the
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the peninfula, called Long Point, which ex-
tends into the lake, in a fouth-eaftern direcion,
for upwards of 18 miles, and is more than five
miles wide in the broadeft part; but the ithmus,
by which it joins the continent, is {carcely 200
yards wide. The peninfula is' compofed of
fand, and is very convenient to haul boats out
of the furf upon (as is almoft every other part
of the fhore) when the lake is too rough for
rowing or failing; yet there are fome places
where, in boeifterous weather (on account of
their great perpendicular height), it would be
dangerous to approach, and impoffible to land.
Mot of thefe places are marked in my map

with the letter X.
¢¢ Lake Erie has a great variety of fine fifh,
fuch as fturgeon, eel, white fith, trout, perch,
&c. -
¢¢ The country, northward of this lake, is in
many parts {welled with moderate hills, but no
high mountains. The climate is temperate,
and the air healthful. ‘The lands are well
timbered (but not generally fo rich as thofe
upon the fouthern fide of the lake), apd for a
confiderable diftance .from }'t, and for feveral
miles eaftward of Cayahoga river, they appear
quite level and cxtimcly fertile; and except
- where
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where extenfive favannahs, or natural meadows
intervene, are covered with large oaks, walnut,
ath, hickory, malberry, faffafras, &c. &c. and
produce a great variety of fhrubs and medicinal
roots,—Here alfo is great plenty of buffalo, deer,
turkies, partridges, &c.

¢¢ Fort Detroit is of an oblong figure, built
with ftockades, and advantageoufly fituated,
with one entire fide commanding the river,
called Detroit. This fort is near a mile in cir=
cumference, and enclofes about one hundred.
houfes, built in a regular manner, with parallel
ftreets, croffing each other at right angles. Its
fituation is delightful, and in the centre of a
pleafant, fruitful cou;ltry.

¢ The ftrait St. Clair (commonly called the
Detroit river) is at its éntrance more than three
miles wide, but in afdén\ding it, its width per-
ceptibly diminifhes, {g that oppofite to the fort
(which is 18 miles from lake Erie) it does not
exceed half a mile in width. * From thence to
lake St. Clair it widens to more than a mile.
The channel of the ftrait is gentle, and wide,
and deep enough for fhipping of great burthen,
although it is incommoded by feveral iflands ;
one of which is more than feven miles in
length. Thefe iflands are of a fertile foil, and
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from their fituation afford a very agreeable ap-~
pearance. For eight miles below, and the
fame diftance above fort Detroit, on both fides
- of the river, the country is_divided into regular
and well cultivated plantations, and from the
contiguity of the farmers houfes to each other,
they appear as two 'long extended villages.
The inhabitants, who are moftly Freuch, are
about 2000 in number; 500 of whom are as
markfmen, and as well accuftomed to the
woods, as the Indian natives themfelves. = They
raife large f(ﬁocks of black cattle, and great
quantities o} corn, which they grind by wind-
~mills; and manufatture into excellent flour.—
"'The chief trade of Detroit confifts in a barter of
coarfe European goods with the natives for furs,

deer-tkins, tallow, &c. &c. : y
¢ The rout from lake St.: Clair to lake
Huron, is up a ftrdit - or river, about 400 yards
wide. This river derives itfelf from lake Hu-
ron, and at the diftance of 33 miles lofes itfelf
in lake St. Clair. It is in general rapid, but
particularly fo near its fource;—its channel,
and alfo that of lake St. Clair, are fufficiently
deep for thipping of very confiderable burthen.
This ftrait has feveral mouths, and the lands

lying between them are. fine meadows.. The
country
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country on both fides of it, for\15 miles, has a
very level appearance, but from thence to lake
Huron, it is in many places broken, and cover-

ed with white pines, oaks, maple, birch, and
beech.”

e R T

YZougb‘u on the Duration of the American Com-
monwealth.

THERE is a greater probability that the dura-
tion of the American commonwealth will be
longer than any empire that has hitherto exift-
ed. . Forit is a truth, univerfally admitted, that
all the advantages which ever attended any of

the monarchies in the old world, all center in the
new ; tbgcthcr with many others, which they
never enjoy, The four great empires, and the
dominions of Charlemaign, and the Turks, all
rofe by conquefts; none by the arts of peace.
On the contrary, the territory of the United
States has been planted and réared by a union of
liberty, good conduét, and all the comforts of
domeftic virtue.

All the great monarchies were formed by the
conqueft of kingdoms, different in arts, man-
ners, language, temper, or religion, from the
conquerors; fo that the union, though in fome

X4 ~ cafes
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cafes very ftrong, was never the real and inti-
mate connetion of the fame pcoplc; and this
circumftance principally accelerated their ruin,
and was abfolutely the caufe of it in fome.
This will be very different in the Americans.
They will, in their greateft extent and popula-
tion, bc onegand the famc people; the iame n
languagc, religion, laws, manners, tempers, and
purfuits;. for the fmall variation in fome dif~
tricts, owing to the fettlement of Germans, is
-an exception fo very flight, that in a few ages
1§ywill be unknown.

The Aflyrian and Roman empires were of
very {low growth, and therefore lafted the long-
eft; but flill their increafe was by conqueft, and
the union of diffonant parts, The Perfian and
Macedonian monarchies were foon founded and
prefently overturned ; the former not lafting fo
long as the Aflyrian, nor a fixth of the duration
of the Roman ; and as to the Maredonian, it laft-
ed but fix years, This advantage of a flow
growth is ftrong in favour of the Americans;

.the yonderful increafe of their numbers is the
‘natural effeét of plenty of land, a good climate,
and a mild and bepeficent government, in which
corruption and tyranny are wholly unknown,
Some centuries are already paft fince their firft
fettlement,
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fettlement, and many more will pafs before
their power appears in its full {plendour; but
the quicknefs of a growth that is entirely na-
tural will carry with it no marks of decay, be-
ing entirely different from monarchies founded
by force of arms. The Roman empire perifh-
ed by the hands of northern barbarians, whom
the mafters of the world difdained to conquer:;
it will not be{o with the Americans, they {pread
gradually over the whole continent, infomuch
that two hundred years hence there probably
will be nobody but themfelves in the whole
northern continent; from whence therefore
fthould their Goths and Vandals come? Nor can
they ever have any thing to fear from the fouth;
firlt, becaufe that country will never be populous,
owing to the poffeflion of mines: {fecondly,
there are feveral nations and languages planted
and remaining in it: thirdly, the moft confider-
able part of it lies in the torrid zone; a region
that never yet fent forth nations of conque-
Tors,

In extent the habitable parts of North Ame-
rica exceed that of any of the four empires, and
confequently can feed and maintain a people
much.more numerous than the Affyrians or
the Romans, The fituation of the region’is fo

advantagcous
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advantageous that it leaves nothing to be withed
for ; it can have no neighbours from whom there
1s a poffibility of attack or moleftation; it will
poflefs all the folid advautages of the Chinefe
empire without the fatal neighbourhood of the
Tartars. ,

It will bave further the fingular felicity of
all the advantages of an ifland, that is, a freedom
from the attacks of others, and too many diffi-
culties, with too great a diftance, to engage in
enterprifes-that heretofore proved the ruin of
other monarchies.

The foil, the climate, production, and face of
the continent, is formed by nature for a great,
independent, and permanent government : fill it
.with people who will of themfelves, of courfe,
poflefs all forts of manufactures, and you will
find it yielding every neceffary and convenience
of life. * Such a vaft tra&t of country, poflefling
fuch fingular advantages, becoming inhabited by
one people, {peaking the fame language, profeffing
the fame religion, and having the fame man-
ners ; attaining a population equal to that of the
greateft empire; fprung from an alive and in-
duftrious nation, who have transfufed into them
their own induftry and {pirit, and feen them
worthy of their original ; inhabiting a foil. not
dangeroufly
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dangeroufly fertile, nor a clime generally con-
ducive to effeminacy ; accuftomed to commerce :
fuch a people muft found a commonwealth as
indiffoluble as humanity will allow. Suffice it
for England, that fhe will have been the origin
of a commonwealth greater and more durable
than any former monarchy ; that her language
and her manners will flourith among a people
who will one day become a fplendid {pectacle in
the vaft eye of the univerfe. This flattering
idea of immortality no other nation can hope to
attaip,

And here let me make an obfervation that
fthould animate the authors in the Englith lan~
guage with an”ardour that cannot be infufed
into thofe of any other nation ; it is the pleaf-
ing idea of living among fo great a people,
through almoft a perpetuity of fame, and under
almoft an impoffibility of becoming, like the
Greek and Latin tongues, dead; known only
by the learned.—Increafing time will bring in-
creafing readers, until their names become re-
peated with pleafure by above an hundred
millions of people !

A STATE

[V
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A STATE OF HE COMMERCIAL INTERC'JURSE
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AME-
/RICA AND FOREIGN NATIONS. WRITTEN
IN THE MONTH OF JUNE'1792. BY THO-=
| MAS JEFFERSON, ESQ. SECRETARY OF STATE
| TO THE SAID UNITED STATES.

THE countries with which the United States
have had thew chief commercial intercourfe,
are, Spain, Portugal, France, Great Britain, the
United Netherlands, Denmark, and Sweden,
and their American poffeffions ; and the afticles
of export which conftitute the bafis of that
commerce, with their rcfpeéﬁvc amounts,
are—

Bread ftuff, that ic to fay, bread-
grains, meals, and bread, tothe an~- Dols.
noal amount of - - ~ - - 7,649,887
Tobacco - - - - -« + - 4,349,567
Rice - = = = =« = ¢ « . 1,753:796

Wood: = = ¢ ¢ o o o & 1,263,534 .
Salted ith - - - -. - - - 941,606
Pot and ;;\Carl ath. - - - - - 839,003

Salted ‘meats -

599,130
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' Dols.
Infigo - - - - - 7 537+379
Horfes and mules - 339,753
Whaleoll - - - - 252,591
Flax feed - - - - 236,072
Tar, pitch, and turpentine - 219,177
Live provifions - - - 137,743
Ships ¢ :
Foreign goods - - - « - - 620,274

To defcend to articles of {maller value than
thefe, would lead into a minutenefs of detail nei-
ther neceflary nor ufeful to the prefent objeét.

The proportions of our Exports, which go to
the nations before mentioned, and to their ’do-

minions, refpetively, are as follows: ¥
0lS.

To Spain and its dominions - - 2,004,907
Portugal-and its dominions  -. - 1,283,462
France and its dominions - ~ - 4,698,735
Great Britain and its dominions ~ 9,363,416
The United Netherlands and their

dominions + - + - <+ =« 1,063,880

Denmark,and its dominions - = 224,415
Sweden akd

its dominions - = 475240
Our Imports from the fame countries are—

/
Spain and its dominions =~ - - 335,110
Portugal and its dominions - - 595,763
) ; France
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@ Dols.
France and its dominions - - 2,068,348

Great Britain and its dominions = 15,285,428
United Netherlands and their do-
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minions - - - - - - - 1,172,692
Denmark and its dominions - - 361,394
Sweden and its dominions - = 14,32§

‘Thefe Imports confift moftly of articles on
which induftry has been exhaufted. ;

Our Navigation, depending on the fame com-
merce, will appear by the following ftatement
of the tonnage of our own veflels, cn;criug in=-
to our ports, from thofe feveral nations, and
their ‘pofieffions, in one year, that is to fay,
from O&ober 1789, to September 1790, inclu-
five, as follows:

Tons.
Spain - - - - - - - - 19,695
Portugal +- - - - - - -\ 23,576
France - - - - s - - 116,410
Great Britam - - - - - '- 43,580
United Netherlands - - - - 58,858
Depmark - - - = - - - 14,655
Sweden - - - - - - - - . 750

Of our commercial objeéts, Spain receives fa-

vourably our bread {tuff, falted fith, wood, thips,

. LR .
tar, pitch, aid turpentine. ~ On our meals, how-
ever, as well as on thofe of othér foreign coun-
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tries, when re-exported to their colonies, they
have lately impofed duties of from half a dollar
to two dollars the barrel, the duties being fo
proportioned to the current price of their own
flour, as that both together are to make the
conftant {fum of nine dollars per barrel. ’

They do not difcourage our rice, pot and
pearl ath, falted provifions, or whale oil«: ‘but
thefe articles being in {mall demand at their
markets, are carried thither but in a fmall de-
gree. Their demand for rice, however,, is in-
creafing, Neither tobacco nor indigo are re-
ceived /there.  Our commerce is permitted:
with\ their Canary Iflands, under the fame
conditions.

Themfelves and their colonies are the aCtual
confumers of what they receive from us.

' Ouf\navigation is free with the kingdom of
Spain;'yforcign goods being received there in our
fhips, dn the fame conditions as if carried in
their own, or in the veffels of the country of
which fuch goods are the manufacture or pro-
, duce. ' '

Portugal receives favourably our grain and
bread, falted fith and other falted provifions,
wood, tar, pitch, and turpentine. '

1 " For
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For flax~feed, pot and pearl ath, though not
difcouraged, there is little demand.

Our fhips pay 20 per cent. on being fold to
their {ubjects, and are then free bottoms.

Foreign goods (except thofe of the Eaft In-
dies) are received on the fame fopting in our
veflels as in their own, or any others; that is
to fay, on general duties of from thenty to
twenty-eight per cent. and confequently our
navigation unobftrutted by them.—Tobacco,
rice, abd meals, are prohibited.

Themf{elves and their colonies confume what
they receive from us,

Thefe regulations extend to the Azores,
Madeira, and the Cape de Verd Iflands, except
.. that in thefe meals and rice are received

~ freely. |

France receives favourably our bread ftuff,
rice, wood, pot and pearl afhes.

A duty of five fous the kental, or nearly four
and a half cents, is paid on our tar, pitch, and
turpentine. Our whale oil pays fix livres the
kental, and are the only foreign whale oils ad-
mitteds  Our indigo pays five livres on the
kental ; their own two and an half: but a dif-
ference of quality, ftill more than a difference of

duty, prevents its fecking that market.
Salted
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Salted beef is received freely for re-exportar
tion, but if for home confumption, it pays five
livres the kental. - Qther falted provifions pay
that duty in all cafes, and falted -fith is made
lately ,to pay the prohibitory one of twenty
\livres in the kental. )

Our fhips are free to carry thither all foreign
goods which may be carried in their own or
any other veficls, except tobaccees net of our
own grbwth; and they participate, with -their’s
the exclufive carriage of our whale oils and to-
baccoes.

During their former government, our tobacco
was under a monopoly ; but paid no duties, and
our fhips were freely fold in their - ports, and

converted into national bottoms. The fir(t Na-
tional Affembly took _froxh our fhips this privi-
lege : they emancipated tobacco from its mono-
poly, but fubjected it-to duties of eighteen livres
fifteen fous the kental, carried in thieir own vef-
fels, and twenty-five livres carried in ours,.a.
difference more than equal to the freight of. the
article.

- They and their colonies confume whit they
receive from us.

Great Britain receives our pot and pcarl athes
fre¢, while thofe of other nations pay a duty of
Vou. II. Y

two
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two (hillings and three-pence the kental. There
is gn equal diftin@ion in favour of our bar iron,
of which article, however, we do not preduce
enough for our own ufe. Woods are free from
us, whilft they pay fome fmall duty from other
couiytries. Our tar and pitch pay 11d. fterling
the %rrel; from other alien countries they pay
about a penny and a third more.

Our’ tobacco, for their own confumption,
pays 1s. 3d. flerling the pound, cuftom and ex-
cife; befides heavy expences of colle¢tion. And
rice, in the fame cafe, pays 7s. 4d. fterling the
hundred weight; which rendering it too dear
as an article of common food, it is confequently
ufed in very fmall quantity.

Our falted fith, and other falted provifions,
except bacon, are prohibited. Bacon and whale
oil aré under prohibitory duties; fo are our
grains, meals, and bread, as to internal con-
fumption, unlefs in times of fuch fearcity as
may raife the price of wheat to 5os. fterling the
quarter, and' other grains and meals in propor-
tion. .
Our ﬂ'xigs, though ' purchafed and inavigatcd
by their own {ubjeéts, are not pcrmitbéd to be
ufed, even in their trade with us,

While
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‘While the veflels of other nations are fecured
by ftanding laws, which cannot be altered, but
by the concurrent wilk of the three branches of
the Britith legiflature; in carrying thither any
preduce or manufactureof the country to whichs
they belong, which may be lawfully carried in
any veflels, -ouss, with the fame: prohabition of
what is foreign, are further prohibited by a
flanding law (12 Car. Ik 28. §. 3) from car~
rying thither all and any of our own . domeftic
produltions and manufaétures. A fubfequent
a, indeed, authorifed their executive to permit
the carriage of our own produétions in outr ewn
bottoms, at its fole difcretion ; and the- permif=
fion has been given from year to year by pro«
clamation, but fubject every moment to be
withdrawn on that fiegle will, in which event
our veflels having any thing on board, ftand
interdicted from the entry of all Britith ports.
The difadvantage of a tenure which may be
fo fuddenly difcontinned was expevienced by
our merchants on a late occafion, when an of
ficial notification that this law would be ftrilly
enforced, gave them juft apprehenfions for the
fate of their veflels aud cargoes difpatched or,
deftined, to the ports of Great Britain. The
minifter of that court, indeed, frankly exprefled

Y 2 his
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his: perfonal ;convi&ion that the words of the
order, went farther than was intended, and {o he
afterwards 'officially informed us;: but thé/lem-
barraflmenits of the*moment ' were real and great,
and the ‘poffibility of their renewal:lays our
commercé to that country under 'the fame fpe-
cies -of difcouragement as to."other countries
where it is regulated by a fingle legiflator ;" and
the dibinétion is too remarkable not 'to be no-
ticed; that our navigation is:excluded from the
fecurity of fixed laws, while that fecurity is give
en-to the navigation of others.

Our veflels pay their ports 1s. gd. fterling per
ton, light: and trinity dues, more than is paid
by Britith fhips, except in the port of 'ELondon,
where they pay the fame as Britifh, I

‘The greater part of what they receive from
- us is  re-exported to other countries, under the
ufelefs charges of an intermediate depofit and
double woyage. . From tables publifhed i’ Eng-
land, andicompofed, as'is {aid, from the books
of theirucuftom~houfes; it appears that of' the
indigo'imported there in the years 157 3—4—3,
oneé thirdwas re-exported ; and from a docu-
ment of ‘authority, we'learn that of the rice
and’ tobaceo‘imported ‘thete before the ‘war,

four-fifths were' re-exported. 'We are affured,
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indeed, that the quantities fent thither for re-
exrortation fince thel war, are confiderably di-
minifthed, yet lefs fo than reafon and national
intereft would di¢ate. The whole of our
grain is re-exported when wheat is below sos.
‘the quarter, and other grains in-proportion.

The United Netherlands prohibit our pickled
beef and pork, meals and bread of all {orts, and
lay a' prohibitory duty on fpirits diftilled from
grain.

All other of our produéions are received on
varied duties, which 'may be reckoned on a-me-
dium at.about three per cent.

They confume but a fmall proportion of
what they receive; the refidue“is partly for-
warded for confumption in the inland parts of
Europe, and partly re-fhipped to other maritime
countries. + Ouw the latter portion they intercept
between ws' and the confumer fo much of the
value as is ablorbed by the: charges attending an
intermediate depofit.

Foreign goods, except fome Eaft Indiq_arti-
cles, are received in veflels of any nation.

Our fhips may be fold and naturalized there
with exceptions of one or two privileges, which
fomewhat leffen their value.

Denmark lays confiderable duties on our to-

Y 3 bacca
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bacco and fice carried in their own v\nﬁ'els, and
half as much more if carried in ours ; but the
exad amount of thefe duties is mot perfectly
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known here. They lay fuch as amount to

prohibitions on our indigesand corn.

Sweden receives favourably our grains and
moeals, falted provifions, indigo, and whale
oil, _ i

They fubje@ our rice to duties of fixteen
mills the pound weight carried in their own
weflelsy and of forty per cent. additional on that,
or 22,410 mills, carried in ours or any others,
Being thus rendered too dear as an: article of
-common food, little of it is confomed with
them. They confume more of our tebaccoes,
which they take circuitoufly through Great
Britain, levying heavy duties on them alfo;
their duties of gntry, town duties, and excife, be-
ing 4 dols. 34 cents, the hundred weight, if
carried in their own veflels, and of forty per
cent. on that additional, if carried in our own
or any other vefiels.

They prohibit altogether our bread, fith, pot
and pearl afthes, flax-feed, tar, pitch, and tur-
pentine, wood (except oak timber and mafls),
and all foreign manufatures.

Under fo many reftriGtions and prohibitiens,
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our navigation with them is reduced almoft to
nothing.

With our neighbours, an order of things
much harder prefents itfelf.

Spain and Portugal refufe to thofe parts of
America which they govern, all dire& inter-
courfe with any people but themfelves. The
commodities in mutual demand between them
and their neighbours muft be carried to be ex-
changed in fome port of the dominant country,
and the tranfportation béetween that and the
fubje& ftate muft be in a domeftic bottom.

France, by a ftanding law, permits her Weft
India pofleflions to receive direétly our vegeta«
_blcs, live provifions, horfes, weed, tar, pitch,
“and turpentine, rice, and maiZe, and prohibits
our other bread ftuff; but-a fufpenfion of this
prohibition having been left to the colonial le-
giflatures in times of fcarcity, it was formerly
fufpepded occafiopdlly, but latterly without in-
terruption,

Our frefh and falted provifions (except pork)
are received intheir iflands under a duty of
three colonial livres the kental, and our veflels
are as free as their own to carry our commedi-
ties thither, and. te bring away rum and mo-
laffes.

Y4 Great
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* 1 Great Britain admits' in’ her iflands our vege-
tables, live provifions, horfes, wood, tar, pitch,
and turpentine, rice, and bread ftuff, by a pro-
clamatiorn of) her executive, limited always to
the term of a year. She prohibits our falted
provifions : fhe does not permit our veffels to
carry thither our*own produce. Her veffels
alone may take it from us, and bring in ex-
change, rum, melafles, fugar; coffee, cocoa nuts,

ginger, and pimento. - There are, indeed, fome

freedoms in the ifland of Dominica, 'but under
fuch circumftancesas to be little ufed by us.  In
the Britith continental colonies, ‘and .in New-
foundland, all our produtions are prohibited,
and our veflelsiforbidden to enter their ports;
their governors however, in times of diftrefs,
have power to permit a temporary importation
of certain articles in their own bottoms, but
not in ours. =

Our citizens cannot refide as merchants or
faCtors within any of the Britith  plantations,
this being exprefsly prohibited by the fame fta-
tue of 12 Car. 1I. C. 18, commonly called the
Navigation aét.

In the Danith-American pofleffions a duty of
five ‘per cent. is levied on our corn, -corn-meal,
rice, tobacco, wood, falted fith, indigo, horfes,
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mules, and live ftock ; and of ten per cent. on
our flour, falted pork and beef, tar, pitch, and
turpentine, . _ .

In the American iflands of the United Ne-
therlands and Sweden, our veflels and producé
are received, {ubje& to duties, not fo heavy as
to have been Comphined of ; but they are hea-
vier in the Dutch poffeffions on the continent.

To fum up thefe reftritions, fo far as they
are important :

1lt. In Europe—

Our bread ftuff is at moft times under prohi-
bitory duties in England, and confiderably du-
tied on exportation from Spain to her colonies.

Our tobaccoes are heavily dutied in England,
Sweden, and France, and prohibited in Spain
and Portugal.

Our rice is heavily dutied in England. and
Sweden, and probibited in Portugal.

Our fiff and falted provifions are prohibited
in England, and wrider prohibitory duties in
France. |

Our whale-oils are prohibited in England
and Portugal.

And our veflels are denied naturalization in
England, and of late in France.

2d. In
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2d. In the Weft Indies,

All intercourfe is probibited with the poflef~

fions of Spain and Portugal,

Our falted provifions and fith are prohibited
by England. .

Our falted pork, and %read froff (except
maize), are received under temporary laws only,
in the dominions of France, and our falted fith
pays there a weighty duty,

3d. In the Article of Navigation.

Our own carriage of our own tobacco is hea-
vily dutied in Sweden, and lately in France.

We ¢an carry no article, not of our own pro-
dudtion, to the Britifh ports in Europe.

Nor even our own produce to her American
pofieffions.
-~ Such being the reftrictions on the commerce
and navigation of the United States, the quef-
tion is, in what way they may\beft be removed,
modified, or counteracted ?

As to commerce, two methods occur. 1. By
friendly arrangements with the feveral nation's
with whom thefe reftriGtions exift: or, 2. By

the
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the feparate a& of our own Jegiflatures for
~ countervailing their effects. Y

There can be no doubt, but that of thefe
two, friendly arrangement is the moft eligible.
Inftead of embarrafling commerce under piles
of regulating laws, duties, and prohibitions,
could it be relieved from all its fhackles in all
parts of the world—could every country be
employed in eroducing that which natures has
beft fitted it to produce, and each be free to ex-
change with others mutual furpluffes for mutual
wants, the greateft mafs poffible would then
be produced of thofe. things which contribute
to human life and human happinefs ; the num-
bers of mankind would be increafed, and their
condition bettered,

Would even a fingle nation begin with the
United States this fyftem of free commerce, it
would be advifable to begin it with that nation ;
fince it i1s by one only that it can be extend-
ed toall. Where the circumftances of either
party render it expedient to levy a revenue, by
way of impoft, on commerce, its freedom might
be modified, in that particular, by mutual and
equivalent meafures, preferving it entire in all
others.

Some nations, not yet ripe for free commerce,

mn
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i all its extent, might ftill be willing to mol-
lify its reftrictions and regulations for vs in pro-
portion to the advantages which an intercourfe
with us might offer. Particularly they may
concur with us in reciprocating the duties to be
levied on each fide, or in compenfating any ex-
cefs of duty, by equivalent advantages of ano-
ther nature. Our commerce is certainly of a
charalter to entitle it to favour 4n moft coun-
trip;. The commodities we offer are either
neceflaries of life, or materials for manufatture,
or convenient fubjelts of revenue ; and we take
n exc'hange‘, either manufaétures, when they
have received the laft finith of art and induftry}
or mere luxuries, Such cuftomers may rea-
fonably expe&t welcome, and friendly treatment

~at every market; cuftomers too, whofe de-

mands, increafing with their wealth and popu-
lation, muft very. fhortly give full employment
to the whole induftry of any nation whatever,

in any line of fupply they may get into the ha-
bit of calling for, from.it.

But fhould any nation, contrary to our wifhes,
fuppofe it may better find its advantage by con-
tinuing its {yftem of prohibitions, duties, and
regulations, it behoves us to protect our citizens,
their commerce, and navigation, by counter-
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prohibitions, duties, and regulations alfo. * Free
commerce and navigation are not to be given in
exchange for reftri¢tions and vexations; nor
are they likely to produce a relaxation of them.

Qur naviggtion nvolves ftill higher confidera-
tions. As4 branch of induftry, it is valuable;
but as a refource, eflential.

Its value, as a branch of induftry, is enhanc-
ed by the dependence of fo many other branches
on.it. In times of gcheral peace it multiplies
bomﬁ%titors for employment 1y tranfportation,
and fo keeps that at its proper. level; and in
times of war, that is to fay, when thofe nations
who ‘may be our principal carriers, fhall be at
war with each other, if we have not within
ourfelves the means of traufportation, our pro=
duee muft be exported in helligerent veflels at
the increafed expence of warfreight -and infur-
ance, and the articles which will not bear that,
muft perith on our hands,

Buit it is a refource fur‘defcncc that our navi-
gation will admit neither negle& nor forbear-
ance. The pofition and circumitances of the
United States leave them nothing to-fear on
their land-board, and nothing to defire beyond
their_prefent rights. But on their fea-board,
they are open to injury, and they have there,

"toq,
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too,'a commerce which muft be protected,
This can only be done by poffefling a refpe@-
able body of citizen-feamien, and of artifts and
eftablithments in readinefs for fhip-building.
Were the ocean, which is the common pro-
perty of all, open to the induftry of all, fo that
every perfon and veflel thould be free to take
employment wherever it could be found, the
United States would certainly not fet the ex-

ample of appropriating to themfelves, exclu- -

fively, any portion of the common ftock of
eccupation. They would rely on the enter«
prize and altivity of their citizens for a due
participation of the benefits of the feafaring bu<
finefs, and for keeping the marine clafs of citis
zens equal to their obje&t, But if particular
nations grafp at undue fhares, and more efpeci=
ally if #hey feize on the means of the United
States to comvert them into aliment for their
own ftrength, and withdraw them entirely
from the {wpport of thofe to whom they belong;
defenfive and proteting meafures become ne-«
ceflary on the part of the nation whofe marine
sefources are thus invaded, or it will be difarme
ed of its defence; its productions will lie at
themercy of the mation which has poffefled it-
felf exclufively of the means of carrying them,
and its politics may be influenced by thofe who
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command its commerce. The carriage of our
own commodities, if once eftablithed in ano=
ther channel, cannot be refumed in the moment
we may defire, If we lofe the feamen and ar-
tifts whom it now occupies, we lofe the pre-
fent means of marine defence, and time will
be requifite to raife up others, when difgrace or
lofles fhall bring home to our feelings the error
of having abandoned them. The materials for
maintaining our due fhare of navigation are ours
m abundance; and as to the mode of ufing
them, we have only to adopt the principles of
thofe who thus put us on the defenfive, or
others equivalent and better fitted to our cir-
cumftances. |

The following principles being founded in
reciprocity, appear perfe@ly juft, and to offer
uo caufe of complaint to any nation.

1ft. Where a niation impofes high duties on
our produ'&ions, or prohibits them altogether,
it may be proper for us to do the fame by theirs,
firft burthening or excluding thofe produétions
which they bring here in competition with our
own of the fame kind; fele¢ting next fuch
manufatures as we take from them in greateft
quantity, and which at the fame time'we could
the fooneft furnith to ourfelves, or obtain from
other countries; impofing on them duties

1 lightcr
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lighter at firft, but heavier and heavier after-
wards, as other channels of {fupply open. = Such
duties having the effect of indirect encourage-
ment to domeftic manufactores of the fame
kind, . may induce the manufadturer to come
himfelf into thefe Miates; where cheaper fub-
fiftence, equal laws, and a vent of his wares,
free of duty, may enfure him the higheft pro-
fits from bis fkill and induftry. And here it
would be in the power of the flate goyernments
to co-operate eflentially, by opening the: re-
fources of encouragement which are under their
controul,” extending them liberally to artifts in
thofe particular branches of manufatture, for
which their foil, climate, population, and other
circumftances ‘have matured them, and foﬂering

the precious efforts and progrefs of houfehold

manufalture, by fome patronage fuited to the
nature of its objects, guided by the local infor-
mations they pofiefs, and guarded againft abufe
by their prefence and attentions. The oppref=
fions on our agriculturc in foreign ports would
thus be made the occafion of relieving it from a
dependence on the councils and conduét of
others, and of promoting arts, manufattures, and
population, at home.

2d. Where a nation refufes permiffion to our
merchants and faltors to refide within certain
parts
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parts of their dominions, we may, if it fhould
be thought expedient, refufe refidence to theirs
in any and every part of ours, or medify their
tranfactionse

3d. Where a nation refufes. to receive in our
veflels any produ&ions but-our awn, we may
refufe to receive, in theirs, any but their own
produ&ions. - The firft and fecond claufes of
the bill reported by the committee are well
formed to effet this object,

4th. Where a nation refufes to confider any
veflel as ours which-has not been built within
our territories,” we fhould refufe to confider .as
theirs any veflel pot built within their terrj-
tories,

 gth. Where a nation refufes to our vefels
the carriage even of our ewn prodnctions. to
ceitain countrics under their dominmation, we
might refufe to theirs, of every defcription,
the carriage of the fame produions to the
fame countsies. But as juflice and good neigh-
bourhood would ditate, that L}z:c who have

no part in impofing the reftri¢tion on us, thould
not be the viGims of mealures ddopted to de-
feat its effe&, it may be proper to confine the
reftriGtion to veflels owned or navigated by any
fubje@ts of the fowmc dominant power, other

Vor. Il Z than
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than the inhabitants'of the country to which
the faid produétions are to be carried.—And to
prevent all inconvenience to the. faid inhabitants,
and to our own, by too fudden a check on the
means of tranfportation, we may ‘continue to
admit the ‘veflels marked for future exclufion;
on'an advanced torinage, and for fuchlength of
time only, as may beé fuppofcd neceffary to pro-
vide againft that inconvenienice. '

The eftablithment of fome of thefe prmcxplcs
by Great Britain alone has already loft us, in our
commerce with that country and its poffeffions;
between eight and nine hundred veflgls of near
40,000 tons burthen, according to ftatements
from official materials, in which they have con<
fidence. ‘This invelves’a proportional lofs of
feamen, thipwrights, and fhip building, andis too
ferious a lofs to admit forbearance of fome effec-
tual réemedy.

It is true we muﬁ expet fome inconveni-
ence in-practice, from the eftablithment of dif-
criminating duties. - But in this, as'in-fo'many
other cafes, we are left to choofe betweéen two
evils. Thefe inconveniences are nothing when
weighed againft the lofs of 'wealth and lofs of
force, which will follow our perfeverance in the
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be perceived that we are cither in the fyftem
or the habit of giving equal advantages to thofe
who extinguifh our commerce and navigation,
by daties and prohibitions, as to thofe: who
streat' both with liberality and: juftice, liberality
and 'juftice will be converted by all into duties
and prohibitions. It is' not -to the moderation
+ and juftice of others we are to truft for fair and
equal accefs to market with: our productions,
or for our duc fhare in the tranfportation of
them ; but to our means of independence, and
the firm will to ufe them. Nor do the incon-
veniencies of difcrimination merit confideration.
Notone of the nations before mentioned, per-
haps mot a commercial nation on - earth, js
without them. In our cafe one diftinction
alone will fuffice, that is to fay, between na-
tions who favour our produétions and navigation,
and thofe who do not favour them. Oune fet
of moderate duties, fay the prefent duties, for
the firft, and a fixed advance on thefe as to
fome articles, and prohibitions as to others, for
the laft.

Still it muft be repeated, that friendly ar,
rangements are preferable with all who will
come mto them ; and that we fhould carry into

Z 2 {uch
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fuch arrangements all the: liberality aid fpirig
of accommodation,; which the nature of the eafe
will admit, :

" Franee has, of her own accord, propofed
negociations for improving, by a new:treaty on
fairand equal principles, the commercial relas
tions of the two countries. But her internal
difturbances have hitherto prevented the profe~
cution of them to effect; though we have had
repeated affurances of a cantinuance of the difs
pofition.

Propofals of friendly arrangement have been
made on our part by the prefent government to
that of Great Britain, as the meflage ftatesy
but, being already on as good a footing in law,
énd a better in faé, than the.moft favoured
nation, they bave not as yet difcovered any
difpofition to have it meddled with.

We have no reafon to conclude that friendly
arrangements would be declined by the other
nations with whom we have fuch commercial
intercourfe as may render them important. In
the mean while, it would reft with the wifdom
of Congrefs to determine whether, as to thofe
nations, they will not furceafe exparte regula-
tions, on the reafonable prefumption that they
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will concur in doing whatever juftice and mo-
deration ditate fhould be done.

THOMAS JEFFERSON,

P.S. Since writing the above, fome altera-
tions of the condition of olf commerce with
{fome fovereign nations have taken place. France
has propofed to enter into a new treaty of com-
merce with us, on liberal principles; and has,
in the mean time, relaxed fome of the reftraints
mentioned in the Report. ' Spain has, by an
ordinance of June laft, eftablifhed New Otleans,
Penfacola, and St. Auguftine, into free ports,
for the veffels of friendly nations having trea-
ties of commerce with her, provided they touch
for a permit at Corcubtony in- Gallicia, or at Ali.
cant ; ‘and our rice is by the fame ordinance ex-
cluded from that country.
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THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE PRIN-
CIPAL ARTICLES OF EXPORTATIQN. FROM
~ THE, UNITED STATES- OF AMERICA DUR~-
ING THE YEAR ENDING IN SEPTEMBER

1792.

Three millions one hundred and forty thou-
fand two hundred and fifty-five bufhels of grain
(principally wheat). ,

One. million four hundred and fixty-nine
thoufand feven hundred:and twenty-three bar-
rels of flour, meal, bifcuit, and rice (reducing
catks of various fizes to the. proportion of .flour
barrels). s <

Sixty million fix hundred and forty-fix thou-
fand eight hundred and fixty-one feet of boards,
plank, and {cantling (inch board meafure).

" Thirty-one million feven hundred and fixty
thoufand feven hundred and gwo ftaves and
hoops. '

Seventy-one million fix hundred and ninety-
three thoufand eight hundred and fixty-three
#hingles.

Nineteen
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. Nineteen thoufand three hundred and ninety-
one and a half tons ¢f timber.

. Eighteen thoufand three hundred and feventy-
four pieces of timber. \

. One thoufand and eighty cedar and oak fhip
knees. ’

One hundred and ninety-one frames of
houfes.

Seventy-three thoufand three hundred and
eighteen oars, rafters for oars, and handfpikes.

Forty-eight thoufand ¢ight hundred and fixty
fhook or knock down cafks.

One hundred and forty-fix thoufand nine
hundred and nine barrels of tar, pitch, turpen-
tine and rofin. |

Nine hundred and forty-eight thoufand one
hundred and fifteen gallons of fpfrits, diftilled
in the United States.

One hundred and fixteen thoufand eight hun-
dred and three barrels of beef, pork, bacon,
mutton, oyfters, &c. (reducing cafks of various
fizes to the proportion of beef and pork bar-
rels).

Two hundred and thirty-one thoufand feven
hundred and" feventy-fix barrels of dried and
pickled fifh.

Seven thoufand ¢ight hundred and twenty-

three
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three tons twelve cwt. and 41b. of pot athes and
pearl afhes. _
One hundred and twelve thoufand four hun-

dred and twenty-eight hogtheads of tobacco.

- Fifty-two thoufand three hundred and eighty-
one hogtheads of flax feed,

* Forty-four thoufand {even hundred and fifty-
two horfes, horned cattle, mules, and theep.

" The preceding extra& from the copy of an
authentic official return of all the exports from
the United States of America, within the year
ending in September laff, conveys an idea of
the wealth, importance, and progreffive profpe-
rity of that country, far furpaffing what has been
heretofore entertained on the fubjed,

P.S.  From the 1ft of January 1793, to the
1ft of January 1794, there were exported from
the port of Philadelphia 422,075 barrels of
flour,

I ™
OF THE CIVIL LIST, AND REVENUE OF THE
‘ UNITED STATES.

Abftra& of an Eftimate of the Eﬁpehd'lt'urcs
“of ‘the Civil Lift of the United States, for-the
' year

ye
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year 1793, reported by-A. Hamilton, Secretary
of the Treafury to the Houfe of Reprefenta-

tives, f
Dollars.
Prefident’s Salary 25,000

"' Vice-Prefident’s ditto 55000
' Chief Juftice 4,000
¢ Affociate Juftices 175500
All the diftri®t Judges, ' 2],700
Congrefs 143,591
" Treafury Department: 55,050
Department of State 6,300
¢ Department of War 11,250 -
Commiffioners of old ac-}
; 13,300
" counts
.. Loan Offices 13,250
 Weftern Territory 11,000
“Amount of Penfions 5,267
Contingencies 20,264

—————e

Total 3525466 or

e .

In Britith Money  /£.79,304 17 o fterl.

THE REVENVE.

The American revenue, for 1793, is ftated
to be 4,400,000 dallars, exclufive of what may

7
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rife from the falé of lands in the Weftérn ters
ritory ; there’is ‘Tikewife upwatds of the value
of §,000,000 dollars in bullion, ]ymv in the
Bank of the Umtcd States.

ESTIMATE OF EXPENCE FOR. THE YEAR 1794

v “Dols;; Cents.

"The whole-Civil Lift for 1794, ,isj,' 397,201 6
— _ Extraprdinaies: - for ./, | -
Public Works, Benevolcnccs, D

&c. * 147',.693 43
Eﬁnmatc of the War ]

expences for 1794 '/ <o 4 -i,457,936 I

. Total 2,002,830 50

The Dollar is 4s. 6d. flerling, and the Cent is
the bundredih par¢ of a Dollar.

4 . ¢ .
" The celebrated Mr. Thomas Paine,, in his
\  letter to Mr. Secretaty Dundas, publithed in
V London in the month of June, 1792, and who
on this fubje&t (without offending any party)
'mdy be entitled to credit, gives a ftatement of
the expences of the American government in
the following words :

The expences of all the feveral departments
of the General Reprefentative Government of
the United States of America, extending over
| - 4 a {pace

Se
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a fpace of country nearly ten times larger than
England, is two hundred and mhety-four thaus
1and five hundred and fifty-eight dollars, which
at 4s. 6d. per dollar, is* 66 2751, 118, ﬁerlm

and is thus apportioned :

"k
&

Expence of t,be Lxecutz‘w Depqr(mem, Q

The Office of the Preﬁdency, at .

which the Prefident receives

nothing for himfelf Y )
Vice Prefident .5 - - m "
Chief Juftice - - -

Five aflociate Juftices ) '« “

Nineteen Judges, of Diftrits and
Attomcy Gcneral = -

-Legs /Iatwe Department

Members of Congrefs at fix dollars
(11.7s.) per day, their Secretaries,
Clerks, Chaplains, Meflengers,
Door-keepers, &c. .

Treafury Department.

Secretary, Affiftant, Comptroller,
Auditor, Treafurer, Regifter, and
Loan - Office - Keeper, in each
State, together with all neceffary
Clerks, Office-Keepers, &c. -

s
£.

5,625

1,125 )
900

3,937

6,873 1

12,825 o
Department




"i -il‘?-lzn ND !2&
'!Défwtm: o State, including Foreign Affairs. '
Secretary, Clerk&, e &' - 1,406 8

WDcpartment of War, =

fy Clerks, PaymaftersjCom-
ioner, &c. v = Fs463 19

. Commiffianers for [ettling Old decounts.
The whole Board, Clerks, &c. - 2,598 15§

Incidental and Contingent Expences,

For Fire Wood, Stationary, Print- -
ing, &c. - - - 4,006 16

Total 66,275 135

FINIS




