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ASSOCIATION OF PROTESTANT TEACHERS OF THE
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

Montreal Meeting, 1886.

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT, SIR WM. DAWSON. '

In selecting from the multitude of topics, local and general,

which present themselves in connection with the occasion on
which we are assembled, I have thought it well to descend to first

principles, and to notice a few of the general questions that lie at.

the foundation of educational work.

At the present time no doctrine is more popular than that of

evolution, and many enthusiastic persons are willing to believe in

the principle, even in cases to which it cannot legitimately apply,

where there is, in fact, nothing to be evolved or unrolled, and no
adequate cause to produce its unrolling if there were. But evolu-

tion is a perfectly legitimate principle where there is a germ to

bo evolved and the proper conditions for its development. We
may all safely believe in the development of a germ lying in a

seed, into a plant, or of the embryo cell in an Qgg into a chick,

though even in these, adequate and suitable causes must be at

work t^ further the developmont. In like manner, nothing is

more certain than the development of the child into the man or

woman, and in this there are two factors, or groups of factors,

one consisting of the Ufe and power of growth present in th^



child, the other in the external influences to which it may be

subjected. The one group of factors may be styled the individual

potentialities of the child ; the other constitutcjs its education. A
child is the germ or bud of a man or woman. If left to itself, it

will be evolved into manhood or womanhood by its own spon-

taneous vitality. If we wish to regulate this process, we must

know and observe its natural laws.

The old-fashioned comparison of the child to a block of marble

to be hewed into shape by the educator, is therefoie altogether

incorrect. The true educator is a cultivator training a living

plant. The Heavenly Father himself can educate in no other

way, for we are the vine and He is the husbandman. If this fact

of constant continuous growth is neglected, there can be no true

education, or in other words, the gi-owth itself will be the practi-

cal educator, and the work of the so-called teacher will be merely

the patching of extraneous matter upon it, like tying artiticial

leaves on a livrng plant. It may be worse than this, foi if tlie

work of education runs counter to the natural growth of the

pupil's mind, it may be like the placing of a board or a tile over

a tender plant, b^^ which it becomes blanched, deformed and

worthless.

Admit these general principles, and we must hold that the

work of education is one of the most complex and difficult of

scientific arts, an art which must delicately suit itself to all the

elements physiological, psychical, and ethical in the constitution

of the juipil, and requiring for its successful practice the know-

ledge of a great number of scienlilic principles. Wo may well

ask—Who is sufficient for such a work ? and I feel sure that the

greater number of experienced and successful teachers have long

ago become impressed with, a deep sense of their own weakness

and insufficiency. Moie especially will this be the case when we
bear in mind the necessary limitations and disabilities of the

work of the educator, arising from the time available for its pro-

secution, and the rapid development of mind and body during

that time, from the varied requirements for special studies de-

ending on the needs of .society, fi*om the necessity of teaching

large numbers of children having varied powers and tendencies

in the same class and by the same method, and from traditional

mitttakes, as for example, a defective method of spelling and arti-

ficial classiiicatioQS in gi-ammar,



Thus the thoughtful educator, while rightly appreciating the

problem he has to solve, is placed in the midst of difficulties

which are in individual cases often insoluble. It would, I think,

be easy to show that the discordant views which prevail on such

subjects as the range of scjiool studies, the relation of these

studies to health, the expediency of payment for i-esults, the con-

ducting of examiniitions, the relations of scientific and literary

studies, and the beai-ing of moi-al and religious culture on the

work of the school, largely depend on the more or less wide and

accurate views which may be held in relation to the fundamental

point above stated, that the educator has to train a being in a

state of active growth, and differing in every succeeding day

from its capabilities and attainments of the day before. Keeping

this principle in view, we may now glance at a few current topics

of educational discussion.

If we ask what studies should first occupy the attention of the

youthful pupil, two apparently conti-adictory answers are at once

given. First, it is unquestionable that the child is naturally an

observer and experimenter with everything within his reach.

Therefore, his eai-ly lessons should be object lessons, and he

should begin his education with science. But then it is also evi-

dent that memory and speech are developed more rapidly than

thought, therefore, he should begin with words and memory-
lessons. The truth concealed under this apparent antagonism ia

that the average child conducts his own education in the way of

a(jcumnlating facts and experiences, trying to express these in

speech, and thus learning to think and generalir^. This is the

natural process, and one absolutely scientific, and to be imitated

as far as possible in our clumsy methods.

It was supposed to be a grand discovery when the fraraers of

the English educational law, hit upon the method of payment by

results, but nothing could have been more disappointing if we
are to judge by what may be called the ultimate results of the

method itself in complaints and controversies, yet surely it is

reasonable to pay lather for what is done than for the mere form

of doing it. The real question is as to the results actually desired.

If the results ai;e the cramming of a certain amount of brain-

I'acking technicalities, tested by severe examinations, it m-iy well

be said that such results are dear at any price. But lot ue ?iuppose



that the increase in weight, muscle, and licalthy complexion

among the pupils, their actual growth in piactical mental re-

sources and high moral qualities, are among tlio results looked

for, then payment by results may not be ho bad as it has been

called, if proper methods could be devised for meanuring the re-

sults attained.

The time allowed for education is all too short, but are we jus-

tified in lengthening it by exacting of children live or six hours

of brain-work per day. If we do this, what is to become of the

physical, sesthetical, mental, and spiritual growth? If we could

judiciously unite all these kinds of education, it might be possible

to go on educating all day without weariness or undue pressure.

But it would be bettei- foi- the teacher to content himself with two

houi's of mental work per day, if the rent of the time can be spent

in something useful and profitable. One thing at least is certain

that when fatigue of brain or mind begins, education ceases.

The taste of the present time runs strongly in favour of exam-

inations. Block up, with chevaux de frise of hard examination

papers, the access to every distinction and profession, and take

these examinations out of the hands of the educator and place

them in the keeping of crotchety old gentlemen educated at least

a quarter of a century ago, and all will be well. But examina-

tion, without previous good education, is as worthless as a well

dug in a dry sand bank, and examination itself io a scientific art

amounting to no less than the accurate testing of the whole de-

velopment of the learner up to a certain point—an art to which

no one is systematically trained, and which comes naturally or

by experience to only a very small percentage, even of men of

learning. The examination craze of the present day is one of its

features which will be most heartily condemned by the coming

age.

The battle as to the question of health and education has lately

raged with great violence around the higher education of women;
aud the trumpet-blast which the President of the Medical Con-

gress at Brighton, Br. Moore, felt it his duty to blow, has stirred

up the strife with new acerbity. We are all wrong, according to

Dr. Moore, in attempting to educate wom.^a. Woman is a phj'^si-

ological machine understood only by medical professors, and can-

not be touched by the educator without a strain and over-pressure



fatal to all her proper functions. In reading Dr. Moore's address,

one begins to feel thankful that the old-fashioned Moslem and

Hindu Zonana still exists with its happy inmates, secluded from

the march of education, occupied only with their baths and per

fumes, and destitute of all undue pressure of learning and ideas.

It is clearly to such properly nurtured womanhood that the world

must look for the mothers of the great and good of the coming

time, and it is to be hoped that *' Zonana Missions" may not in

terfe^e with their healthful continuance. Some of Dr. Moore's

illustiations are, however, fitted to raise doubts as to his own in-

fallibility. He informs us that the mother of Bacon could not

have wi-itten the Novum Organum. That may be, but surely it

did not constitute her special litness to bo the mother of the great

phiioso])hor. We rather trace this in her active intellect, and in

the fact that she had received a thorough education at a time

when education was at least threefold as hard a process as it is

at present. He tells us that the mother of Bonaparte was obliged

to share the fatigues and dangers of her husband's campaigns; but

I am sure that if we were to send the prospective mothers of

England on campaigns in the Soudan, oi- those of Canada, to wade
through the snow and mud, with our volunteers in their expedi-

tions in the North-west, we should tind the pressui'e even greater

than if we sent them to college, and that our future Napoleons

would be purchased at too dear a rate. If Dr. Mooi*e had thought

ofenquiring as to the physiological effects of late hours, luxurious

diet, and the over-pressure of tight garments on one class of

women, and those of hard manual labour and burden-bearing on

the peasant women of the Continent of Europe, he might have

thought less of the evils of education.

Still, one wrong does not excuse another and it must bo admit-

ted that brfiin-work alone, without aii- and exercise, will not pro-

duce either perfect man or woman ; and that woman, owing to her

more active temperament and greater ambition, is more easily

stimulated to excessive exertion than man. Nor can there be any

doubt that the present desire of women to have precisely the-course

of study which custom and routine have prescribed for men is

scarcely wise. The}' could do much better for themselves by

striking out a new course, as has practically been done by the

more advanced of th© colleges for women. These are questions
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of the highest interest for educators, but are not to bo diRcussod

on the low physiological level occupied by Br. Moore and some

other old-fashioned physicians.

"While physiologists deprecate the overstrain to the physical

system caused by severe study, other doubters are concerned

about the moral and religious tendency of education, and are con-

tinually insisting on the necessity of some special doctrinal

teaching. I have alv/ays felt that it is a poor compliment to

Christianity to hold that the Christian family, the Sabbath school,

the Christian Church, and the Word and Spirit of God, will be

unable to convert the world, without the help of the poor over-

tasked teacher. I have also seen that it is the life and personal

influence of the teacher rather than any form of religious lesson,

that can really benefit children. Farthej*, there can be no doubt

that even a secular school, wilh good discipline, selfdenial, and

kind guidance, is nearer akin to spiritual life than is the training

of the street.

But we must not forget that Christianity is the religion of a

book. Its founder came to give intellectual light a«^ well as nalva-

tion. He says that he came to bear witness to the truth, and

affirms ihat truth alone can make men free; and he sent forth

apostles and evangelists to fix in writing this testimony to truth.

He thus appealed to the educated intelligence of men, and i>ro-

claimed that His true followers must be i-eaders and thinkeis.

The Bible thus becomes the Magna Charta of education, and it is

only where it is a household book that education can have its full

opportunity, and that mental activity and progress can co-exist

with active and enlightened Christianity. It follows that with

Christ as pur guide, and as Protestant educators, we have little

to do with the teaching of any particular creed, and that our main

business in connection with religion, is to tiain men and women
capable of reading and understanding God's word for themselves.

That was a grand and far-reaching resolution of the >lew P]ngland

Pui'itans, that they must have enough education to enable Qvovy

man to read the Bible, for while the Bible contains much that

the simplest reader can understand, it also affords scope for the

deepest study of the most cultivated minds.

Another and very diiferent point on which the principle stated

\W the openin^j of this address, throws light, is the question of



technical education. The pupil must be a boy or a girl before

being an artizan or a worker. Honco the first duty of the

educator relates to that general culture which shall tit for any
trade or occupation. Whether the educator shall go beyond this

into the specialties of particular arts mu^so depend on the require-

ments of the case. In communities where certain arts are of

special importance, it may pay to provide special apparatus and

means of training in these. Where the aims of life are very

various and one man may have to play several parts, it may be

best to give general culture only. It is, however, in all cases, good,

whenever possible, to give some varied training in ordinary handi-

work and the use of tools, in working, for example, in wood and

metal ; and it is most useful to give some insight into the laws

which icgulato the great art of agriculture, which lies at the foun-

dation of all other arts. This can, fortunately, be done, as an

accessory and help to the ordinary school work.

Lastly, we are brought by our principle of simultaneous growth

and training, face to fnce with the problem of science-teaching,

and of the relation of science to literature in education. In the

wider sense of the term science, it really includes all that

intellectual education can effect. Knowledge, logically arranged,

and traced to the inductive and deductive conclusions to which

it leads, is science in this wide sense. Scientific habits of thought

cover idl that is necessary for the practical working of mind.

Applied science includes whatever men can do by tiu'ning to

account the mastery which mind acquires ov^i- matter, p]ven

the teaching of languages should not be divorced from science, for

thei-e is a true science of language, aiding the pupil in its acquisi-

tion and use, and cultivating his mind in the process. The ques-

tion here is not as to teaching children or young people botany,

chemist) y or physics, but as to accustoming the mind, by the study

of some subject or subjects in a scientific manner, to the orderly

pursuit and use of knowledge, and the orderly exercise of mental

power.

Whence then comes the conflict, in our educational courses, of

older with newer studies, and especially of ancient languages with

modern science ? One cause is a mere question of time. Before the

gj-eat extension of modern science, the literary element of culture,

with some abstract mathematics and philosophy, engrossed the

n
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entire course of study; and theso things, taught in large quantity

and by crude and unHciontiflc methods, occupied the whole time of

the student. But modern .science strides into the tield and imperi-

ously demands room. The time of the student cannot well be

extended. 11 is mind must not be overtaxed. So there comes a

conflict, and each department of study struggles for the possession

of the unfortunate learner, or ho has to be content with a smat-

tering of all, odious and of littlo use ; or, under a jinltry com-

promise, he is permitted to substitute one for another by a system

of options and exemptions.

If it were desirable that the old learning and the new should

fight out their battle to the uttermost, it would he difficult to

decide between them. The old culture has much in its favor. It

is refined, thoughtful, literate, bookish, loading to what, is termed

scholarship, and to much that is pure and beautiful in taste and

expression, as well as to that power which comes of well-ordered

thought and language. Such polish and mental grace as a result

from it are certainly much to bo desired. But it is eminently un-

practical ; and but for the tjaditional custom which places it at

the door of entrance into learned professions, oi- for its leading to

teaching positions, in which the old grind is to be gone over with

a new generation, it would be of little service in the struggle for

existence beyond the habits of study and application which it may
foster. The new 'science, on the contrary, is full of the spirit of

the time. It is fresh and vigorous and rich in practical applica-

tions. It trains the mind for the actual work of life, and furnishes

it with the knowledge likely to be needed in every-day aifairs. On
the other hand, its methods are somewhat ci*ude. Lt wants the

finish and polish of age, and has little of the refined culture of the

literary course. It otten exaggerates these defects by a defiant

skeptical turn, which gives it a hard and unfeeling aspect, and

places it in conflict with the higher sentiments of humanity. But

this last evil has no essential connection with it.

The statement of the case shows what is wanted. Let young

men study either languages and literature, or physical science, or

parts of both, but let the whole be thi-own into the educational

crucible and fused togethei-. Let the languages and literature be

imbued with the scientific spirit. Let the science be retined by

higher literary and esthetic culture, Let both be treated as pre-



parations for practical life, in imparting useful knowledge aa

well as gymniiHtic training, so as to nourish the mental tibre and

give it power and flexibility.

The practical difficulty in this, at present, is that we cannot find

enough of teachers of the right kind. Few teachers of language

and literature have been trained in scientific habits oi' thought, or

even in the science of their own subjects. Science teachers are

often mere specialists with limited culture and limited range of

thought. It is usually only by combining these men in large

institutions, and under skilful organization, that even moderately

good results can be secured.

Let us turn now to the more "special subject of education in

science. The science educator has first to see that the mind of his

pupil is stored with facts,—healthy food, whereon mental digestion

may work,—supplied in ample yet moderate quantity. By facts

I mean here not merely verbal statements, but things or processes

actually perceived—things seen, heard, handled, tasted, felt by the

student himself These are grateful to all young persons of any

intelligence, and they constitute the real foundation of knowledge,

that on which general principles and abstract truths must be built.

In the science of rocks and minerals, it wei-e a vain, useless, and

pedantic kind of teaching to discuss the geometric laws of crystali-

zation with a student who had never seen a mineral. The first

thing is to see and handle the crystal and measui-e its angles.

Then comes the desire to know the caunes which produced this

beautiful form, aud the laws which regulate its growth. Taught

in any other way, elementary science bears much the same rela-

tion to mental growth that a lecture on cookery would bear to the

bodily growth of a child.

In the getting of the facts which are the raw material in science,

there is much training. There is necessarily observation, educat-

ing the sense.?. Insepaiably connected with this is that art of

mental analysis by which we take to pieces the general concep-

tion of a complex object, examine its constituent parts, one by
one, and then endeavor to conceive of them as a whole. To the

ordinary onlooker a flower is merely a flower, or little more than

a patch of colour, more or less beautiful or showy ; but to the

trained observer, it is a complex mechanism, made up of several

circles of parts each having its special form, and the whole con-
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tlie most common and the most attractive objects, in order that

they may be fully perceived and have thoii- due eflPect upon the

mind. Science effects this in two ways; first by disclosing minute

and microscopic beauties, not visible to the ordinary eye, and

secondly, by enabling us to perceive the great harmony and unity

of nature. Science-training is not what it should be, unless it

keeps both objects in view, and accustoms its pupil to work
minutely and accurately, and at the same time, to i-ise to broad,

eneral views.

I am far from maintaining that science education, as it exists

in our institutions of learning, actually fulfils the utilities thus

sketched, and it would be interesting to inquire as to the reasons

of its defects, but the time at our disposal is not sufficient for such

an investigation.

In conclusion, I have referred to these several and disconnected

topics in illustration of the truth that certain profound, general

principles underlie the work of education, and that it is only by

constant attention to these that we can hope to avoid unnecessary

controversy and to arrive at sound theory and practice.
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