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EDUCATION.

School days of Eminent Men in Great-Britain.
By Joux Tiues, F. S, A,
(Continued from our last.)
XXIX.
EDWARD THE FOURTI! AND HIS8 TUTORS.

Edward IV., born at Rouen, in 1441, has little if any claim to
be recorded as a promoter of education. We have seen how he
impoverished the two royal colleges of his predecessor, Heury Vi.,
at Eton and Cambridge, by seizing upon their endowments, and
endeavouring to divert the streams of their munificence. The whole
life of Edward was divided between the perils of civil war, and
unrestrained sensual indulgence. Nevestheless, Edward drew u
for the observance of his offspring, a set of regulations, which so
closely correspoaded with those made by his mother, that it may
be fairly inferred he followed the same plans which had been
strictly enforced in the education and conduct of himself and his
brothers in their own youth in Ludlow Castle. Though the disci-

line was constant and severe, the noble children expressed with
amiliarity their childish wishes to thejr father, and communicated
to him their ima%inary grievances. is instanced in a letter
preserved in the Cottonian MSS. from Edward to his father, written
when he was a mere stripling, petitioning for some “{yne bonetts®

for himself aad his brother; and complainings of the severity of |y,

< the odious rule and demeaning » of one Ric Crofte and his
brother, apparently their tutors. .

In another letter, one of the earliest specimens extant of domestic
and familiar English correspondence—it being written in 1454,
when Edward the Earl of March was twelve, and the Eail of Rut-
land eleven, years of age—addressing their father as ¢ Right high
and mighty Prince, our most worshipful and greatly redoubted lord
and father,” they say :—

And if it please your highness to know of our welfare at the making
of this letter, we were in good health of body, thauked be God : beseech-

ing your good and gracious fatherhood of your daily blessing. Aad
where you command us by your said letters to attend specialiy to our
learning in our young age, that ehould cause us to grow to henour and
worshnp in our old age, please it your highness to wit, that we have
attended our learuing since we came hither, and shall hereafter, by the
which we trust to God your gracious lordship and good fatherhood shall
be pleaged.

Yet, Edward’s attachment in his maturer years to his tutor Crofte,
of whom he comglains above, was evinced by the emoluments
which he bestowed upon him after his accession to the crown. Sir
Richard Crofte espoused the lady governess of the young Planta-
genets: he lived to a great age, and was one of the most istin-
§uished soldiers of his time; he survived every member of the
amily in whose service he had been engaged, and had to mourn
the premature and violent deaths of the whale of his princely pupils.
—(Retrospective Reviets, 2ud S. val. i.)

Edward has, perhaps, a better title to be considered a legislator
than any other King of England, as he actually presided in the
courts of justice, according to Daniel, who states tﬁat in the second
year of his reign Edward sat three days together, during Michael-
mas term, in the Court of King’s Bench, in order to understand the
law ; and he likewise, in the 17th year, presided at the trials of
niany criminals. )

XXX.
COSTLINESS OF MANUSCRIPT BOOKS.

The books that were tobe found in the Balaces of the great at
this period, were for the most part highly illuminated manuseripts,
bound in the :most expensive style. In the w-rdrobe accounts of

P King Edward IV., we find that Piere Baudwyn s paid for ¢ binding,

ilding, and dressing » of two books, twenty shi Jings each, and of
our books sixteen sﬁillings each. Now, twenty shillings in those
days would have bought an otr. But the cost of this binding and
mishing does not stop here; for there were delivered to the
inder six yards of velvet, six yards of silk, laces, tassels, copper
and gilt clasps, and gilt nails. The price of velvet and silk in those
days was enormous. We may reasonably conclude that these royal
books were as much for show as use. Ore of these books thus
rnished by Edward the Fourth’s binder, is called « Le Bible
ﬁistoriaux 3 (the Historical Bible), and there are several copies of
e same buok in manusgeript in the British Museum,
Edward was, however, 2 reader. In his Wardrobe accounts are
entries for binding his Titus Livius, his Froissart, his Josephus, and
his Bibles, as weil as for the cost of fastening chests to remove his
books from London to Eltham; and the King and his court lent a
willing ear to the great discovery of Printing, which was {o make
koowledse a cormon property, causing, as Caxton says Earl Rivers
did, in translating three works for his press, ¢ books to be imprinted
aud so multiplied 10 go abroad among the people.”
A letter of Sir John Paston, written to his mother in 1474, shows
how scarce money was in those days for the purchase of Iuxuries
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liko books, He says: ¢ As for the books that were Sir James’s
(the Priest’s), if it ?iko you that 1 may have them, I am not able to
buy them, but somewhat would I give, and tha remainder, vrith a
wood devout heart, by my troth, I will’pray forhissoul. . .
any of them are claimed hereafter, in faith, I will restore it.”? The
custom of barrowing books, and not returning them, is as old as the
days of the Red and White Roses. John Paston left an inventory
of his books, eleven in number. Onae of the items in this catalogue
is % A Book of Troilus, which William B hath had nearten
years, and lent to Dame Wingfield, and there 1 saw it.”

XXXL

EDWARD V. IN LUDLOW CASTLE.

Edward, the oldest son of Edward IV, was born in the sanctuary
at Westminster, in 1470, At the death of his father he was {welve
years old, keeping a mimic court at Ludlow Castle, with a council.
Ordinances for the regulation of the prince’s daily conduct were
drawn up by his father shortly before his death, whici: prescrbe
his moming attendance at mass, his occupation ¢ at school,* his
meals, and%}iss rts. No man is to sit at his board but such as
Earl Rivers shall allow: and at this hour ot meat it is ordered
¢ that there be read before him noble stories, as behoveth a prince
to understand ; and that the communication at all-times, in his pre-
sence, be of virtue, honour, cunning (knowledge), wisdom, and deeds
of worship, and nothing that shall move him to vice.>—(MS. in
British Museum.) The Bishop of Worcester, John Alcock, the
president of the council, was the prince’s preceptor. On the death
of his father, in 1483, Edward was called to the throne; but after a
mere nominal possession of less than three months, he and his
brother, Richard Duke of York, both disappeared, and nothing is
kunown as to their fate 3 but the prophetic words of the dyingtiid-
ward [V, were fulfilled: « If you amon% {ourselw:s in a child’s
veign fall at debate, many a good man shall perish, and haply he
t00, and ye too, ere this Jaud shall find peace again.” (1)

XXXIL
INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING.

The reign of Edward IV. is illustrions as being that i which
Printing was introduced into England. From the weald of Kent
came William Caxton to London to be apprenticed to a mercer or
merchant. By skill and industrﬁrohe rose to be appointed agent for
the Mercers’ Company in the Low Countries. Leaving, however,
ais mercantile employment, he was absent for two years in Ger-
many, when the ait of Prinling from moveable types was the
wonder of the country. By this art books could be produced at a
tenth of the price of manuscripts. Caxten learned the mystery,
and brought Printing into England, and 1.3 rendered Bibles and
other books alike the propeity of the great and the mean. In the
Almonty of the abbey chuich at Westminster, Caxton set up the
first printing-press ever known in England ; the first book printed
here being The Game and Play of the Chesse, 1474, folios and
the very house in which this great work was done remained until
the year 1845, or 371 years from the date of the first book printed
in England. This book was intended by Caxton for the diffusion
of knowledge amongst all ranks of f)eople: it contains authorities,
sayings, and stories, ¢ applied unto the morality of the public weal,
as well as of the nobles and of the common people, after the Game
and Play of Chess ;7> and Caxton trusts that ¢ other, of what estate
or degree he.or they stand in, may see in this little book that they
may govern themselvesas they ought to do.”

XXXIIL
EARLY PRINTED BOOKS.

The greater part of the works which were issued from the press
during the first century of printing, both iu England and on the
continent of Europe, were such as had been writien in the previous
azes, and had long existed in manuscript. The fist printers were
always booksellers, and sold their own impressions. The two occu-
pations were not divided till early in the sixteenth century.

Ames and Herbert have recorded the titles of nearly 10,000
distinet works, published in Great-Britaun between 1471 and 1600,

(1) lis generatly believed that the sons of Edward IV. were mur-
dered in the tour, by order of the Duke of Glocester (1483). Casimir
de Lavigne has written a beautiful tragedy-on that subject - ¢ Les en-
fan s A’'Edouad.” Horace Walpole strived to disprove or at all events
to vender doubtful that which had been the common opinion. Mr. Timbs
sides with him.—Eb. L. C. Journal of Educatton.

equalling, on an average, soventy-six works exch year. Many of
these works, however, were single sheets ; but, on ‘the other hand,
there were, doubtless, many which have not been recorded. The

f | number of readers in Great-Britain during this period was compa-

ratively small ; and the average number of each book printed is
not su[;)posed to hava been more than 200.

We believe that the books which have been written m the lan-
guages of western Europe, during the last two hundred and fifty
years,—translations from the ancient languages, of course, in-
cluded,—are of greater valuo than all the books which at the begin-
ning of that period were extant in tho world.

XXXIV. .
CHILDHOOD AND EDUCATION OF RICHARD ‘THKE THIRD.

All that remains of the town of Fotheringhay, one of the fumous
historic sites of Northamptonshire, is a small village, with a noble
collegiate church of the fifteenth century. Here, amidst the ancient
gilding of a shield of arms, has been traced ¢ a boar, for the honour
of Windsor,” possessed by Richard 1L, :

The bristled boar, in infant gore,
Wallows beneath the thorny shade.—Gray.

The device remiuds one that in the castle of Fotheringhay, which
was the principal seat of the Plantagenets, was born in 1452,
Richard Plantagenet, usually designated as Richard the Third, the

oungest son uf Richard Duke of York, who fell at the battle of
{Vakeﬁeld. His duchess Cecily, « the Rose of Raby,” cnese for
the iastruction of her numerouvs family, a lady governess of rank,
from whom, in the absence of their natural parents, the youn
Plantagenets received an education verK superior to that which
was then ordinarily bestowed even upon high born youth. In the
bousehold of the Duchess, relizious and moral sentiments were
strictly inculcated, even:at ¢ dynner tyme,” she had ¢ a lecture
of holy matter, eittier ¢ Hilfon, of Comemglative and Active Life,?
or other spiritual and instructive works;* and ¢ in the tyme of
supper,” she « recyted the lecture that was had at dynner fo those
that were in her presence.” .

As Sir George Buck states that the King, when he called home
his two brothers, entered them into the practice of arms, it is most
probable that Gloucester passed the next seven years in the abode
of some powerful baron, there to be well tutored in chivalrous
accomplishments ; and an exchequer-roll records that money was
« paid to Edward Earl of Warwick (¢ the Kingmaker %) for costs and
expenses incurred by him on behalf of the Duke of Gloucester, the
King’s brother.”> Thus was founded the military fame of Richard’s
after years—highly extolled even by his enemies. He is thought
to have passedbhis youth at the castle of Middleham, in Yorkshire,
associated with the flower of Euglish chivalry, practisiug manly
exercises, bold and athletic, or sportive, with ¢ hawk and hound,
seasoned with lady’s smiles,”” and forming early friendships whicl
lasted through life. At the early age of fourteen, Richard was
created a Knight of the Garter, which is sufficient evidenco of the
progress he must then have made in military accomplishments and
princely and gallant deportment. Richard’s public career may be
said to date from this period : his first act being, by appointment of
the King, to transport the remains of his father for interment in the
church at Fotheringhay; and Richard is thought to have finished
the building of this church, from the carved boar, his crest, béing
on each side of the supporters of the royal arms, already men-
tioned.

XXXV.
TROUBLED BOYHOUD OF HESRY VII.

Henry VIL., the son of Edmund Tudor, Earl of Richmond, and
Masgaret Beaufort, his counte<s, was born in the castle of Pem-
broke, in 1456. The small aganment in which Henry was born is
represented to be near the chapel in the castle; but Leland, who
lived near that time, states that the monarch fitat saw the light in
one of the handsome rooms of the great gateway: ¢ In the latter
ward 1 saw the chambre where King Henry the Seventh was borne,
in knowledge whereof a ch{'mmen%y is now made with the armes
and badges of King Henry VIL.»> His father dying in the following

ear, left his infant son Henry to the care of his brother, Jasper

1l of Pembroke. His mother was twice re-married: she was
iich, pious, chiaritable, and generous; and to her bounty Christ’s
College; Cambridge, and St. John’s College, Cambridge, owe their
existence. The Countess also established a Professorship of Divinity
in each university, the holders of which are called Lady Margaret’s
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Professors : she likewise appointed a public preacher at Cam-
bridge, whose duties are now confined to the delivery of one Latin
sermon yearly.

Henry was cradled in adversity, but found a prolector in his
uncle, the Earl of Pembroka, till the eail was attainted, and fled ;
when his castle aud earldom were granted to Baron William Her-
bert, who coming to take possession, and finding thére Margaret
and her son Henry, then in his fifth year, he was carried by that
nobleman to his_residence, Raglan Castle, Monmouthshire,—now
an ivied ruin, Long aflerwards, Henry lofd the French historian,
Comines, that he had ejther been in prison, or in strict surveillance,
from the time he was five years of age.

Sir William?’s family of four sons and six daughters afforded
Henry companions in his own sphere of lite, and gave him opportu-
nities to acquire accomplishments and practise oxercises that would
have been wholly unattainable on accouut of the retired habits of
the Countess of Richmond. Yet, Heury grew up sad, serious, aud
circumspect ; full of thought and secret observation ; peaceable in
disposition, just and merciful in action. From the old Flemish
historians, and his biographer, L_:d Bacon, it further appears that
Henry ¢ was fair and well spoken, with singular sweetness and
blandishment of words, rather studious th:n learned, with a devo-
tional cast of countenance; for he was marvellously religious both
in affection and observance.”—(Life of ]lenr? ViL)y He ap-

ars to have excited no common degree of interest in the

earts of his guardians in Pembroke Castle, and to have coatinued
to win upou their love and affection, as he advanced in years, as it
is asserted that by the Lady Herbert be was well and carelully
educated, and that Sir William desired to see him wedded to his
favourite daughter Maud, .

After the battle of Banbury, in which Sir Richard Herbert was
taken prisoner, and beheaded, the youthful Earl of Richmond,
though strictly watched, and considered in the light of a captive,
in Pembroke Castle, was most courteously treated, and honourab!
brought up by the Lady Herbert. Aundreas Scolt,a priest of Oxford,
is said to have been his preceptor; and Henry’s contemporary bio-
grapher, Sandford, in recording this fact, wentions also the eulo-
giums bestowed by Scott on his great capacity and aptitude for
study, Nevertheless, as he was now fourteen years of age, his
uncle, Jasper Tudor, took him from Wales, and carried him to Lon-
don, where, after being presented to Henry VL., he was placed as
a scholar at Eton. Such 1s the statement of Miss Halstead, quotin
Sandiord as her authority. Lord Bacon relates, that Heury VI,
washing his hands at a great feast, at his newly-founded College at
Eton, turned towards the boy Henry, and said: ¢ This is the lad
that shall possess quietly that that we now strive for;** which vati-
cination has been thus beautifully rendered by Shakspeare :

K. Henry—* My Lord of Somerset, what youth is that,
Of whom you seem to have 80 tender care?”
Som .~ My lleie, 1t is young Henry, Earl of Richmond.”
K. Henry—" Gome hither, England’s hope. If secret powers
Suggest but trath to my divining thoughts.
This pretty 1ad will prove our country’s bliss.
His looks are full of peaceful majesty ;
His head by nature fram’d to wear & crown;
His hand to wield a sce?tre ; and himeelf
Likely, in our time, to bless a royal throne.
Male much of him, my lords; for this is he, -
Must help you more, than you are hurt by me.>’
Henry V1., Scene VL, Act 1V.

This is a_favourite tradition ; but the anly a}»ﬁnted anthority for
it is that of Sanford, who, in his Genealogical History, says that
¢ while he (Henry VIL) wee a child and a scholar in-Eton Col-
lege, he was there by King Henry the Sixth, %mphetically entit'ed
the Decider of the then diffierence between that prince aund King
Edward the Fourth.” Hall, the chronicler, himself and Etonian,
does not, however, record among its students the sagacious founder
of the dynasty of the Tudors ; aud Mr. Creasy has scarched in vain
the archives of the College for evidence.

Miss Halstead relates, however, (but without the authority,) that
the young Earl was subsequently withdrawn from Eton by his
uncle, Jasper Tudor, and sent again, for greater security, to Pem-
broke Castle, where his mother continued to sejourn. After the
batile of Tewkesbury, Henry was sent back to Raglan Castle,
whence be was secretly carried off by his uncle to his own castle
of Pembroke ; whence they escaped the search of King Edward,
and taking to sez, were driven on the coast of Britanny, where they
long remained in a position between guests and prisoners. As Henry
grew to manhood, his personal character for ability and con
caused him 1o be recognised, without any hereditary claim, as the
head of the Lancastrian exiles.

Philip de Comines, who knew Henry well, testifies that he was perfect
in that courtly brcc«fing, which so conciliates favour in princes who axe
ready of access, and plausible in speech. He had becomo master of the
French language during his exile; and though, in consequenco of his
long imprisonment, and Wae trials which had saddened his early life, he
was singularly cautious and timid, bo had nevertholeas, gained wisdom
from the same school of adversity—n wisdom that enabled him to profit
by any favouring circumstance that might lead to mo'e prosperous days.
— Miss Halsteud's Life of Margaret Benufort, p. 101.

Henry ¥il., though he was called ¢ the Solomon of England,”
did Jittle for the spread of education beyond his wurks at Eton Col-
tege. The sayings recorded of him sliow more wariness and cun-
ning than kaowledge of literature ; and though he possessed great
peuetration, his mind was narrow. Arthur, son of Henry VIL., we
are told, was well instructed in grammar, poetry, oratory, and his-
tory. In this reign the purity of the Latin tongue was revived, the
study of antiquity became fashionable, and the esteem for literature

ually pr(;j)agqted itself throughout Europe. The newly intio~

uced art of Printing facilitated the piogress of this amelioration ;

though some years elapsed before its beneficial effects were felt to
any, considerable extent.

A custom of this date shows the zeal of the London scholars.
Upon the eve of St. Bartholomew, (September §,) they held dispu-
tations ; and Stow tells us that the scholars of divers grammar~—
schools tlisputed beneath the trees in the churchyard of the priory
of St. Bartholomew, in West Smithfield. These disputations ceased
with the suppression of the priory, but were revived one year under
Edward VI., when the best scholar is stated to have received a
«ilver arrow for his prize ; but in some cases, the prize was a silver
pen.

XXXVI

AN EMINENT GRAMMARIAN, AND POET LAUREATE.

Early in the sixteenth century flourished Robert Whittington,
the author of several grammatical treatises which were long used
in the schools. He was born at Litchfield, about the year 1480, and
was educated by the eminent grammarian John Stanbridge, in the
+chool then attached to Magdalene College, Oxford; and having
taken priest’s orders, he set up a grammar-school of his own,
about 1501, possibly in London. Besides school-books, he wrote
also Latin verse with very superior elegance ; and he is remembered
in modera times principally as the last person who was made poet
laureate, (poeta laureatus,) at Oxford. This honour he obtained in
1513, on his petition to the congregation of regents of the Univer-
sity, setting forth that he had spent fourteen years in studying and
twelve in teaching the art of grammar, (which was understood to
include rhetoric and poetry, or versification,) and praying that he
might be laureated or graduated in the said art, These academical
graduations in grammar, on occasion of which, as Warton states :
< a wyeath of laurel was presented to the new graduate, who was
afterwards styled poeta laureatus,’> are supposed to have .given
rise to the appellation asapplied to the King’s poet, or versifier,
who seems to have been merely 2 graduated grammarian or rheto-
rician employed in the service of the King.

(T be continued.)

l)o;l’t neglect the little Ones.

Many teachers, and parents t00, judging from what we see, seem
to think that the small scholars, in comparison with the larger, are
not of so much importance ; at least not of sufficient importance to
bave ajust claim to equal attention. Does the teacher find it diffi-
cuit to properly get throngh with all his classes ? which ate harried
through improperly, or, are, perthaps, entirely neglected? 1s it his
class in Physiology, or Nntural Philosophy, composed ofsyoungmen
and women ? or hisclass in advanced Arithmetic or_in Syntax? or
any made up of the best scholars in his school ? No! These are
impottant classes which will not brook neglect, and must by all
means be attended to. Besides it is pleasanter to teach these. Like
those who delight in making cgmtl{7 presents to such of their rela-
tives as are rich, but give grudgingly to such as are poor a morsel
of bread, or a cupof cold water, their practice would seem to declare
for them, that they have found a case, where, the passage of Scrip-
ture, ¢ to him that hath shall be_given,” has special application.
Thoss who have the ability to help themselves claim their most
assiduous aid. The poor little fellows who can not study and have
no fessons to recite, or those who can gain bot some faint glimmer-

ings of what their text-book lamp sheds its light upon—thoge less
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likely to com;ilniu, or whose complainiugs at home, because less
clamorous and positive, ate not so likely toattract parental attention,
arm the neglected ones. Thu Iad, who, on being asked ¢ what are
litle Loys good for 2 answered, ¢ Yo make men of,”’ uttered an
important_truth, which both parents and teachers may ponder upon
with profit. It is one of those striking answers which sometimes
fall from childish lips. Littlo boys and girls are good to make men
and women of. Make ? Is there & process by which they are to be
made ? What 2-=by whose forming hand Do they need carv, at-
tention, cultivation ? or are they to grow up like oxen iw the stall ?
Fullow teacher, this isa quesiion demanding an answer—an honest,
practical answer, 'Those little ones over there, looking so weary
and listless, and who have been sitting there the whole afiernoon
with nothiug to do, and nothing to relieve the dull mopolonr of
dreary idleness but the recess, and such mischief as want of employ-
ment juvites, are ¢ good to make men oP>—they need attention—
they need your atiention miy gentle friend. There is, unwrought,
too much of good materigl, for an article greatly in demand in our
country, to be neglected without taking upon yoursell grave res-
wonsibility ; an article as much needed in our time, as when the
recian philosopher so zealously sought it with a lamp at mid-day.
You may not neglect them whith impunity ; or if with impunity
now, the day and the mode of reckoning will surely come. What
shall you do ? Why, attewd to them. You can’t 2 But you can, At
least you can give them their rights, which you have so unaccount-
ably failed hitherto to regard. They have a rightto a fair proportion
of your time, and you have no right to withhold it : and yet this is
just what you havebeen doing. They have aright to their honest
share of your earnest efforts to give them instruction—1o give them
the ways and means of intellectual growth. They have a night to
claim that their minds shall no more be dwarfed by neglect than
their bodies. Nay, they have a better right, as much better as mind
15 superior to matter. ~ You can, if you will, concede these rights,
which, if you do, will accomplish more for them than has ever yet
been accomplished. But I am ready to go farther, and aver that
you ought to give them more even than a pro-rata portion of your
time and attention.

You ought to give them more because they really need more, and
because by so doing you can hest accomplish the true work of your
office. They need it, because th ey are uuable to help themselvesand
are entirely dependent upon you. So are the others 7 Well, they
~hould not be. 7T%ey should be able to help them.elves, and should
be required, too, t0 do it; aud this the more and more as they
advance, untilthey become independent of your aid. Why are the
older ones in this dependent state 7 And if they are, is this an
reason why the younger should grow up iu the same state througK
the same early treatment, or rather mistreatment 2 Don’t neglect
the little ones. See that they are every dayv learning something,
and learning it avight. They will thus have iuss to unlearn by-and-
by, and can the more easily learn what they vught, or what wil] be
required of them. Let those that can not study, and thus leam from
books, have frequent exercises of from thwee to five minutes (for you
can not hold their attention long at a time) ; not one exercise 1 day,
but several. Oueortwo a day are neither just nor sufficient. Not
just, because the larger ones have more frequent and longer exer-
cises ; not sufficie.t, because what they leam they must learn by
repetition and from oral instruction. Any of your advanced classes
can better bear neglect than these, and none will repay the attention
bestowed so well asthese. If you can uot do better, nay, dothis at
any rate : furnish them with Fem_:ils and slates, and encourage them
in developing their powers of imitation, in making letters or words,
or the representations of things. Little boys and girls are good
to make men and women of, "And when teachers feel this trath
aright, and begin with the little ones, giving most attention to those
that need it most ; requiring more and more indepeadence and self-
reliauce as they progress, until they no longer require a teacher’s'
aid, and at the same time training them in Labits of self-controf and
self-government, men and women will be made.—(N.- Y. Teacher.)

Do our Puplis aim at Anything ?

« That was in yesterday’s lesson 1’ So triumphantly exclaimed a
kind-hearted little girl in my Grammar class a day or two since,
evidently assured in her own mind, that the femark containcd an
ample excuse for her inability to answer. I paused and reflected.
The expression thus casually made had struck me with peculiar
torce. Whole volumes written by professional hands, could not have
illustrated more thoroughly the too fatal mistake which large nom-
bers of our pupils are constantly making. Teacher! before you

- —— — .

stop short, and see it you have not erred Zas I confess I have), in
not keepm‘g prominently and constnmlyy vefore your pupils the true
}mrpow of study and “recitation. What! Not know yesterday’s
esson! Not know the lesson of the day before! How absurd | Of
course then all the previous lessons ave forgotten, unless perchance,
detached portions, which can be of no use unless their connection
be accidentally retained. What a serious state of fucts would a
searching investigation disclose, a8 to the object which our pupils
have in view in attending school. ‘Tens of thousands of the pupils
inthe schools of the Empire State, ure constantly studying for no
other conceivable purpose than to recite. Recitation, which is at
most only the teacher’s neans of ascertaining whether the pupilhas a
thorough knowledge of his subject is mndeiythem the end of their
endeavor. Recitation over, the whole matter is unceremoniousty
dismissed, and the next day, or at most the next week, thoy kuow
little about it. The error alluded to is fundamental. Aimlessness o

rpose has been and is being the ruin of scores of incipien tinfel-
ects, Pursuing studies day after day, through their entire course,
with no intention or thought of making the knowledge which they
contain a life-enduring acquisition, but merely torecite ! Teacher,
think well upon this point. if you have begun wrong, by endeavor-
ing to teach science before you havo taught the purpose of its
acquisition, don’t hesitate to go” right t=eck to fitst principles and
begin again. Ascertain at once how many merely reciting pupils
you have in your school, and if you don’t find that a large majority
are of that class, my word for i, tyour school is a rare exception.
If you do discover such a state of things, I repeat, begin anew !
Present to your school enduring knowledge and discipline as means of
future usefulness ; as the true and onl{ object to be sought. Enforce
this by constant precept ; but above all by your unvarying practice.
Ever make the whole ground previously passed over a part of each
lesson ; and never by confining your exercise to the advance steps,
allow your pnm}s to suppose that anything previously recited can
for 2 moment be dismissed. Our first effort must be to make the
aim of our pupils right, and if we fail in this, we might almost as
well resign the whole work as a failure. It can certanly prove little
else, if we anemgt' to go on without having fitst accomplished this
object.—(N.- Y. er.)

Hints to Young Mechanics.

The first object of a mechauic, as it should be that of every one,
is to become thoroughly acquainted with his patticular business
or calling. We are t00 apt to learn our trade or prolession by halves
—1o practice it by halves—and hence are compelled to live by
halves and die by inches.

Study and labor to excel your competitors, and then you will not
fail to command the patronage of the most discemin% and liberal
paymasters. There is a great variety of highly useful knowledge
-which appertains to every branch of business, that may be acquired
by a course of ‘judicious reading. This knowledge, well dxgre ted
and systematized, constitutes thg science of every occupation. Thus,
if you are a carpenter, the science of arch'tecture shonld be studied
with profound attention; if a ship-builder, the science of naviga-
tion and hydrostatics, and that combination of them which will
give the largest capacily to a vessel with the least resistance fromn
the water, and the greatest safety in time of danger from the ele-
ments. It you are a machinist or mill-wright, the mechanic powers
should be well understood, and if the machinery is to be propelled
by steam or water, you should study the science of hydraulics, and
should have a perfect knowledge of the chemical combination of
heat and water, both in its latent and active state, and understand
how it happens that a quart of water, converted into steam, which,
by a thermometer, is no hotter than boiling water, yet will bring
a gallon of water up to the same temperature. If you are a hatter
—3a dyer—a painter, or a tanner, ther is no study so useful as
chemustry. .

The fact was known a quarter of a century to chemists, thet gum
shellac was insoluble in water, before any hatter ever used it to
make water-proof hats. The whole art of giving beautiful and
durable colors to different bodies, depends entirely upon the che-
mical affinity of s.ch bodies for the coloring material, and the
affinity of this Jatter, for the different colored rays of light. .

We speak understandingly when we say that the fanners and
the public in the United States lose millions of dollars annually
from the lack of scientific knowledge how best to combine vegetable
tannin with animal getatin, which is the chemical process of
making leather—call it by what other names you please.

preceed anotherstep in your daily routine, would it not be well to

There is a vast amount of knowledge which is now completely
useless, that ought to be brought home to the understanding of




. w g

hene T e M e R e Y e S

FOR LOWER CANADA.

every operative 1n this republic. We love industry, and respect
all who practice it. But labor without study, is like a bedy with-
out a soul. Cultivate and enrich the mind with all useful know-
ledge, and rest assured that an intelligent understanding wili teach
the hands how to earn dollars, when the ignorant eamn only cents.—
Hunt’s Merchants® Magazine.

— e

How to-Take Life.

Take Iife like &« man. Take it just as though it was, asitis, an
eatnest, vital, essential affair. Take it just as though you personall
were born to the task of performing a metry part in it, as though
the world had waited for your coming. : Take it as though it waa
a grand opportunity to do and to achieve, to_carry forward %l;ent
and good schemes; to hg}}» and cheet a suffering, it may be a
broken-hearted brother. e fact ig, life is undervalued b{a Fteat
majority of mankimt. It is not made half as much of as should be
thecase Where is the man or woman who accomplishes one
tithe of what might be done? Who canrot look back upon oppor-
tunities lost, plans unachieved, thoughts cmshed, aspirations un-
fulfilled, and all caused from the lack of the necessary aud possible
effort? If we knew better how to take and make the most of life,
it would be far greater than it is. Now and then a man stands
aside from the crowd, labors eamestly, steadfastly, confidently, and
straightway becomes famous for wisdom, intellect, skill, greatness
of some sort. The world wonders, admires, idolizes; and yet it
ouly illustrates what each may do if hetakes hold of life witha
purpose. Ifa man but say he will, follows it up, there is nothing
in reason he may not expect to accomplish. There is no magic,

no miracle, no secret to him who is brave in heart and determined
in spirit.—1bid,

Be Gentlemen at Home.

‘There are few families, we imagine, anywhere, in which love
is not abused as furnishing the license for impoliteness. A husband,
father, or brother, will speak harsh words to those he loves best, and
thase who love him best, simply because the security of love and
family ;{ride, keeps him from getting his head. broken. It is
shamelul that a man will speak more impolite, at times to his wife
or sister, than he would toany other fgomale except a low and
vicious one. It is thus that the honest affections of a man’s nature
prove to be & weaker protection to a woman in the family, than the
restraints of society, and that a woman usually is indebted for the
kindest politeness of life to those not belonging to her own house-
hold. Things ouglt not so to be. The man who, because it will
not be resented, inflicts his spleen and bad temper upon those of his
hearth-stone, is a small coward and a very mean man. Kind words
are circulating mediums between true gentlemen in society; and
nothing can atone for the harsh language and disrespectful treatment
too often *ndulged in between those bound together by God’s own

ties of blood, and the still more sacred bonds of conjugal love.—Life
Ntustrated.

LITERATURE.

POBTRY.

SECONDS.
BY ANNIE ELIZABETH,

Who counts the tiny seconds
As they onward swifily fiy ?

There're sixty in a minute,
And how they hurry by!

The second has existence,
Though hurried is its fate;

And to its birth and burial
We'ie apt to be too late.

Past hours are vainly counted—
Lost moments we deplore,—

VWhile seconds are unheeded,
Though gone forever mors.

pencil, I sallied out of Palace

But ¢cconds make the minutes,
And minutes Lours and days
ans count tho years, those m\l’eswnes
long life's thorny ways.

The swift and flecting second,
Time's bricfest record here,

Though but a point, an atom,
Brings distant eras neat.

Thef' will to coming ages

Thele fleeting numbers lond ,

And seconds will be counted,
'Till time and years shall end.

—R. 1. Schoolmaster.

OVER THE WAY.
BY CHARLES MACKAY.

When cold-hearted Poverty knocks at my door,
And robs me of blessings I gathered before,
Takes a glass from my table, a coal from my fire,
And robes my dear Nellie in meancr attire,

I envy sometimes in the heat of the day

My very good friend who lives over the way.

But when 1 sit down at my pleasant fireside,

And count o'er the joys I was never denied—

My sweet littlc wife, and the babes at her kaee,
My health and my conscience unsullied and free—
No longer I suffer my wishes to stray,

Or envy my friend who lives over the way.

He's wealthy, but feeble ; he's titled, but old ;

His son is a spendthrift, his wifo is & scold :
Suspicious of others, ill-pleased with himself,

His only delight is to veckon his pelf.

Were he ten times as rich, I'd refuse, night or day.
To change with my friend who lives over the way,

‘Though Poverty, frowning, peeps in at my door,
I’11 neither be beaten, nor vainly deplore ;

1’11 scare him away by nard works if I can,

Aud look in his face with the heart of a man ;
And, hiving at homs &all the joys that I may,
Forget my poor friend who lives over the way,

CALEDONIA. (1)

Their graves, O sweet myrtlcs, let foreign lands reckon,
Where bright-beaming summers exalt the perfume ;
Far dearer to me yon lone glen o'green breckan,
With the burn stealing under the lang yellow broom.

Far dearer to me yon humble broom bowers,

Where the blue bell and gowan lurk lowly unseen ;
For there, lightly tripping amang the wild flowers,

A listening the linnet, aft wanders my Jean.

Though rich is the.breeze, in their gay sunny vatlies,
And cauld Caledonia's blast on the wave,

Their sweet scented woodlands, that skirt the proud palace,
What are they ? The haunt o' the tyrant and slave!

The slave’s spicy forests and gold bubbling fountains,
The brave Caladonian views wi' disdain ;

He wanders as free 28 the wind on his mountains,
Save love’s willing fetters, the chains of his Jean.

Bcerys.

QUEBEC,

It was a warm, hazy moxnhg in July when, with portfolio and
ate and sauntered down through the
suburb St. Roch toward the banks of the St. Charles, to make my
first of a series of sketches of notable things and places in and
around Quebec, that quaint ofd town in the far northeast, partly
lying upon a rocky cape within solid walls buiit long ago by cau-
tious Frenchmen,aud partly spreading out over the neighboring slopes
and levels,
Ta the visitor from the States, everg thing in Quebec appears queer
and strange. Thereis so much unlike the objects of his daily ex-

(1) The numerous typographical errors in the publication of tisis poetry

in our last have compelled us to reprint it.
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periencus at home, that he feels a consciousness of being ina foreign
country. The men and women, though wearing familiar faces
and bearing familiar costume, appear unlike the men and women
of his own land, for their ways are different ; and the language that
falls upon his ear isa snlmagundi,comFoaed of all British tongues,
largely mixed with the corrupted Gallic spoken by the tans
all over the selvedge of Canadian settlements along the St.
Lawrence from the Thousand Islands to Anticosti (1). Narrow,
tortuous streets bewilder hum; the high peaked roofs, with
great projecting eaves all glittering with tin, speak to him of deep
winter snows ; the modest caléche is clustered with associations of
by-gone years when the lordly Governor, or Intendant, rode ont
from his palace in & vehicle no more stately ; the priest and the
soldier, met upon every highway in the town, remind him conti-
nually ofthe prime elements of power in Church and State ; and
the massive walls that inclose the old city, with their five ponderous
and disgimilar portals, the grand battery of heavy cannon, and the
almost impregnable citadel crowning the loftiest eminence, present
picture of a rude age, full of the coarser sentiments of feudal power
and barbaric life. All these external novelties, combined with the
unfamiliar ideas of the internal myasteries of nunneries, and cloisters,
and monastio life, wedded to the most stirring historical associa-
tions and natural sce-
nery extremely beauti-
ful and picturesque,
render Quegec the most
attractive city on the
continent for the cu-
rious, pleasure-seeking
appetite of the traveler.
@ (two young ladies

and the tourist) had just
returned from a voyaﬁe
gp the Saguenay, the
hicoutimt, or ¢ bot-
tomless river* of the
Algonquins, (2) that
wonderful river whose
deep, black waters flow
into the St. Lawrence
many a league below
Quebec, through tower-
ing mountains, bold and
bleak, that in ages past
were evidently cleft by
an earthquake for more
than sixty miles to
make a channel for this
cold and solitary stream.
The impressions of that
grand scenery—scenery
which no summer tour-
ist should omit to view
—wete yet vivid in our
memories ; and the
works of men’s hands
in the old city, so angu-
lar, imperfect, and com-
monplace appeared
painfully tame for a
while. But 2 new plea-
sure came with the as-

sociations of past times, and a sojourn of a few day~ in Que-

JACQUES CABTIER'S WINTER IIARBOR.

bec, looking, listeming, and sketching, produced exquisite en-
joyment. The limited space allotted to a Magazine aticle compels
me o omit more than half of my sketches of interesting objects in
Quebec and its vicinity, In choosing from them subjects *or publi-
cation, I have, with the exception ol two or three, selected only
those that have historical relations.
The first Fomt of interest to which my steps wero directed was the
ninsula of Stadacons, (3) formed by a great bend of the St. Char~
e8 River, and where, in ahttle estuary, Jacques Cartier, the dis-
coverer of the St. Lawrence, passed tho wintar of 1535-736, and in
the spring left ore of his smnall ice-shattered vessels to rot in the
ooze. On m*; way I stopped to sketch the Marine Hospital, a
magnificent building of cut stone, standing on the neck’ of the
ninsula near Cartier'’s Bay. The foundation was laid by Lord
ylmer, in 1832 (4). The edifice cost over one hundred thousand
dollars. The exterior is of the Ionic order, having the l&n‘opm\ions
of the Temple of the Muses near Athens. It contamms Roman Ca-
tholic and Protestant chapels, apartments for the respective clergy-
men, and wards for six hundred and twenty patients The institu~
tion is supported by a tax of one penny a ton on each vessel ar-
riving from sea, and a portion of the emigrant tax. In front of the
building are ample promenade grounds for the convalescents, in-
closed by a stone wall
and iron railing. The
entire premises con-
tains an area of six
acres.

Leaving the Marine
Hospital, I went to the
General Hospital unear
by, one of the oldest of
the public establish-
mants in Quebec,whose
character and history
we shall consider pre-
sently. Whilesketching
its front I was joined by
a resident of Quebec,
who,the evening before,
had kindly offered to
guide me to the spot
where a part of the In-
dian village of Stada-
coné stood, and where
Cartier and hie compa-
nions  wintered and
suffered. Leaving my
sketch unfinished, we
crossed the St. Charles
in a log canoe, made our
way tTuough the ship-
yards to the open plain
of the peninsula, and
sat down to rest upon
the .bank of Cartier’s
winter harbor, whose
margin was fringed
with a hawthorn hedge.
It seemed hardly soffi-
cient to have contained
within its bosom that
seed of French empirtein America.

(1) The author seems to be under an_erroneous impression, in which
many of his countrymen partake. The French Oanadians do not speak
a dialect or patois of the French language; they speakit on an average,
as idiomatically as it i3 spoken throughout France, not including those
provinces where a palois prevails, Mr. Ampére and Mr. Marmier, who
recently visited Canada, were astonished to ind the French idiom spoken
so correctly by all classes of the French Canadian community. The
former is & member of the French Academy, With the exception ofa
good many anglicisms that are met with in the conversation of those
among the educated class, who mix freely with the English, there are
fewer peculiarities in the French spoken in Canada than in that spoken
in many parts of France. A strong Norman accent prevails among niost
of the Canadiang, and to tho inattentive or uninformed stranger, it may
give to their language the semblance of a dialect. These peculiaritics
and that accent are by no means more striking than those which make
the English spoken in the United States, so different, to the ear and to
the mind of a stranger, from that snoken in England. This and the fol-
lowing remarks are to be taken en bonne part; as far irom wishing to
find fault with the author of the sarticle, we are, on the contrary,
astonished that he should have collected so much valuable information,

and on the whole, should have written so impartially, [Ep. L. C. J. E.]

(2) Tho Chicountimi and the Saguenay are two different rivers; the
contrary might be implied from the text. In its greatest depth the
former does not reach more than 10 feet, It throws itself into the Sa-
guenay 65 miles from the mouth of this noble estuary, Shuk-timi (deep
water), was the name given, by the Indians, to the conflucnt of the two
riversand from thence to the former. The Algonguing were one of the great
indian families covering the vallies of the St. Lawrence and of the Mis-
sissipi. There were two great tribes of them: the Superior and the
Inferior Algonkins. These were subdivided into. smaller tribes; the
Montagnais were one of them, and were chiefly met on the shores of the
Saguensy. {Ep.]

(3) The Rev. Mr. Ferland, professor of Canadian History at the Laval
University, says that Stadaconé meant a wing. [Epn.]

(4) Matthew Whitworth, Lord Aylmer, Baron of Balrath, was succes-
sively administrator 2and governor of Lower Canada, from 1830 to 1835.
He died on the 23rd of February, 1850, at the age of 75. The present
Lord was one of the first settlers of the township of Melbourne, G, B.,
which he has recently left for England. [Ep.}
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Cartior anchored in the St. Lawrence, opposite the present village
of Beauport, in September, 1535, and Donnaconé, the King of the

’

friendship of Donnaconé : o, one day, at the begmmmy ol May, hie

“serzed the chief, the mierpreters, and twoother Intians (7) who had

neighboring savages, proceeded from Stadacond with twelve canoes' come on boaad his ship, hoisted sail, and departed with them for
filled with a tram of warriors, to hold a patiey with the manner of ! Europe, leaving one of his smaller vessels belund, Ten years
St. Malo. The interview was mutually agreable. Donnaconé took " ago some money«li;‘zgers, rearching 1 the bottom of the bay

Cartier’s arm and placed it gontly over his own nock in token of | for trensures supposec

confidenco and regard. Cartier returned the com‘thont n the
same form, and afier they had partaken of bread an

to have been lost by Cactier, brought up,

1 “from [ar down 1o the mwd, some timbers of that ship.  They were
wine together | carefully perserved m the Quebec Museum for a while, wher they

they separated. Donnaconé, pointing toward the narrowing of the | were accidentally destroyed by fite.

great river between the lofty promontory of Stadaconé,whereon the

[Since writing tho foregoing T have received from Mr. John Laitd, of

ancient capital of C'anada now stands, and the high banks of Point ' Quobec (who was building the ship Storm King, seen i the sketch of
Levi opposite, pronounced the word Quebec (Ke-bec), which,inthe  Cartier's Winter Harbour), n piece of the oak timber of Cartier’s vessel,
Algonquin language, signifies ¢ narrowing.” From that honr the | lately token from this bay. In his letter accompanying the wood, Mr.

word becamo & progor name in history and geography (5).

Cartier proceeded with his shups into ¢ a httle niver,” which he
called St. Croix, the St. Charles of to-day. In the bay which forms
the subject of our sketch he moored his smalf vessels forthe winter,
and Donnaconé came from his town with a train of five hundred
Indians to welcomne him. Carttier did not tarry long, He was tolt
of a larger village far up the great river, called Hochelaga (now
Montreal), and, in s¥ilo of the dissuasions of Donnacond, who por-
trayed great perils that would surely beset him, the mariner pro-
ceeded, in one of'his smallest ships and other vessels, to explore
the mysterious regions.
ft proved a most inte-
resting  voyage, and
Cartier and his follow-
erg returned to the St.
Croix at the middle of
October, highly de-~
lighted with their
knowledge and adven-
tures. Those who had
remained had, mean-
while, erected quite a
strong stockade at the
foot of the rocky pro-
montory of Stadaconé,
on the spot where the
old church of Notre-
Dame, in the Lower
Town, now stands (6).

A terrible winter en-
sued. Five-and-twenty
of the Frenchmen per-
ished with cold and
sickness, and all were
prostrated at one time.
And before spring Car-
tier had reason to doubt
the sincerity of the

(5) The following is
Cartier’s own narrative
in its interesting old
verpacular : “Le len.
demaln, le Seigneur de
Canada, nommé Donna- .
cona en nom et Pappelant pour seigneur Agoubanna, vint avec douge
barques, accompagné do plusieurs gens, devant nos navires, puis en fit
retirer en arriére dix, et vintseulement avecdeux a bord des dits navires,
accompagné de scs hommes, et commeanga le dit Agouhanna parle travers
du plus petit de nos navires & faire une prédication et prechement a leur
mode, en démenant son corps et membres d'une merveillcuse sorte, qui
est une cérémonie de joie et assurance. Et lorsquil fut arrivé & la nef
générale ou étaient les dits Taiguiraguy et Domagaya, parla le dit sel-
gueur a eux et cux & lui, et luy commencérent 4 conter ce qu'ils avaient
vu en Franco et le bon traitement qui leur avait été fait, de quoi futle
dit seigneur fort joyeux et pria le Capitaine de lui bailler ses bras pour
les baiser etaccoler, qui est leur mode de fuire chére en la dite terre,
Et lors I¢ dit capitaine entra dedans la barque du dit Agoubanna et
commanda qu'on apporta pain et vin pour faire boire et manger le dit
seigneur et sa bamfe. Ce qui fut fait. De quoi furent fort contens et pour
lors pe fut autre présent fait au dit seigneur attendant lieu et temps.
Aprés lesquelles choges faites se départirent les uns des autres et prirent
congé et se retira le dit Agoubanna & ses barques poursoi retirer ot aller
en son licu.” Nothing was said abount Kebec. [Ep.]

(6) According to Mr. Faribault, Stadaconé stood on the Céleau Sle.
Genevitve, where is now St. John'a suburb. Mr. Ferland scems to believe
that that indian town was extending between the cle d'dbrakam and
the lower part of Fabrique street. The author mistakes the place
where Champlain built a fort in 1608 for that where Carticr’s men bad

RUINS OF THE INTENDANT'S PALACE.

Laird snys, * There is not the least doubt of its being what it is supposed
to be, as the man tound, at the same time, o small chain plute of very un-
cient pattern that could not have belonged to any modern vesgel” 1
have deposited a part of this timber among the collections of the New
York Historical Suciety, where the curious may see it.]

When passing up Craig Street, on my return to breakfast, I ob-
served quite extensive ruing upon an open space in the rear of some
stores, and was infoymed thzt they were the remains of the palace
of the Intendant—an officer who was next in power and infnlencc
to the Governor-General, It was not, indeed, a palace, but its com-
panative eize entitled it
to the name. It was
built of the black lime
slate with which the
locality abounds. The
roof was covered with
tin, and its wood-work
was solid oak, withmn
and without. On the
north side, and extend-
ing to the St. Charles,
was a fine garden. On
one end was the store-
house of the Crown, and
on the other the colony
prison, In this palace
all the deliberations
concerning the pro-
vince were held; and
when those who had
the chief management
of the police and civil
powermet there the In-
tendant presided. When
affairs of great conse-
quence demanded a ge~-
neral council the Gover-
nor-General usaally
attended (Sg. After the
conquest of Quebec by
the Fonglish, in 1759,
this building was ne-
glected. It fell into de-
cay and its ruin was
completed in 1775, when Arnold was blockading the city. He
established a body of troops in it. These were soon dislodged by
shells thrown from the garrison which set it on fire. It was nearly
all consumed ; and in the great conflagration of the suburb St. Roch,
in 1845, the destruction of its wood-work was completed.

One of the most noted (and the last) of the Intendants, next to M.
Talon, was Bigot, who was distinguished for his avarice and public
frauds. Many traditions of him yet exist, and apocryphal stories
concerning him have assumed the form of history. Bigot made
exorbitant drafts upon the French treasury for the ostensible purpose
of-carrying on the fortifications of Quebec, until one of the queens
of France, it is said, began to suspect that the walls, commenced
during a former Intendant’sadministration, were built of gold. His

entrenched themselves, The latter is on the little river St. Charles, near
little river Lairet; in fact the place, or near the place, a view of which
he has sketched. ~The fort was built to protect the vessels that were
lying there abouts. [Ep.]

(7) Eight other Indians, Cartier’s object in that unjustifiable act was
to show living evidence of his expedition. [Ep.]

(8) The governor used to be present at the Council board, which was
presided over by the Intendant. Ho held thefirat place next after that dig-
nitary, (Ep.}
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estimate for the annual expenses of the colony, in 1759, was over
three millions of livres (9). . . ) .
Among other traditions conniected with Bigot, i3 one concerning
the Chien d’Or, or Golden Dog, that may be seen over a window
of the Post-oflice, near Prescott Gate. The gilded dog, in high re-
liuf, is upon a slab of plack limestone, upon which is the following
inscription:
% Jo suls un Ohien qui ronge mon os,
En le rongeant, jo vrends mon repos,
Un jour viendra qui n’cst pas venu,
Qu jo mordral, qui m'avra mordu.”

It is said that the house was built by Monsieur Philibert, a wealthy
Bordeaux merchant, who lived in Quebes when Bigot was Intendant
and that the figure of the dog, and the inscription, were intende
as a lampoon aimed at Bigot, whom Philibert hated. The exaspe-
rated Intendant was revenged, He hired an_officer of the garrison
1o stab the impertinent merchant. The murderer was puisued bya
blrotlxorlgf the victim to Pondicherry, in the East Indies, and there
slain (10).

4

s

THEJGOLDIN DOG,

After breakfast we started in a barouche for the Fall of the Mont-
morenci. The lowering aspect of the morning had changed to
bright sunshiue, and the ride upon that fine road was delightful.
After crossing the St. Chatles over Dorchester Bridge, the road is
Macadamized all the way. On both sides are pleasant embowered
residences forabout two miles, where, orossing a stream, the old
Canadian village of Beauport is entered at a gentle slope. The one-
storied houses are nearly all alike in size, form, and feature. They
stand obliquely to the strect, to let the drifting snow pass by ; and
to each is attached a narrow strip of land, extending in the rear, and
each containing thirty
acres. The village is
upon an elevation known
as the Heights of Beau-
port, whereon Montcalm
established his fortified
camp in 1759. The house
which he ogcupied at
that time as bis head-
quarters is_yet standing
and inhabited, upon the
land of Colonel Gugy, a
short distance eastward
of his Beauport Mills.
It is a stone buildin
covered with stucco, an
commands a fine view of
Quebeciand its environs.
In the vicinity of this . .
houie, and near the Montmorenci, are slight traces of the French
works.

(9) This is likely a typo%rgphical error, the whole cstimates for 1759
exceeded thirty millions of livres, Ceadet, commissioner of stores, had.
rvealized twelve millions on expenses which ought not to have exceeded
eleven, [Eo.}

(10) Mr. Jacques Viger bas disproved altogether the existence of the &

facts asserted in relation to the Chien d'or. An elegant Canadian writer,
Mr. Soulard had written the legnd_ ag existing in the g})pnlﬂr belief; but
Mr. Viger has proved that Mr. Philibert was killed by Mr, de Repentigny
in & sudden quarrel on the 21st January, 1748, so that the insct'xpg:l)n
which bears the date 1732, is totally unconnected with this event. Mr,
de Repentigny was pardoned by the King and the Letires de grdces were
duly enregistered in Canada. He never went to Pondichéry, his pre.
gence i3 traced in Acadia orin COanada to 1760, when he commanded
the battallion of the Montreal militia in the batile that was won over gene-

Near the west bank of the Montmoronei is a restaurant whero
refreshments may be had at ﬁnces rutinous to a shallow pw e, and
sparkling ice-wa'er for only halfa dime a glass. The keopor-hives
from tho owner of the property the legal right to charge each visi~
tor twonty-five cents Jor the privi e({;o of following & pleasant
pathway through sloping meadows and along shaded fences, to a
zigzag toad that leads o the bottom of the almost perpendicular
bank of the St. Lawrence, near whete Genaral Moackton with gre-
nadiers and other troops of Wolfe’s army landed, and had the firet
conflict with the forces of Montcalm. "We paid all charges; and,
guided by a lad a dozen years of =2e, made the descent, and by a
winding way among lumber and slong the river’s edge, an eighth
of a mife, wo resched an admirable position to view the Montmo-
renci Fall from below. Recent rains had filled the river to the
brim, and the cascade was both beautiful and grand. The waters
descend in a bright fleecy sheet, twenty-five yards in width
(unbroken except ly an enormous rook half-way down), into a'gull
tbout two hundred feet below. From brink to baso the sheet is
covered with sparkling foam; and from the caldron rises mist
continually. This, in winter, forms o huge_cone of porous ice, so-
metimes a hundred feet in height, and whenthe river belo- - ishard
frozen u lively spectanle is exhibited, for scores of people may be
seen upon the mist-h.,.1 slowly climbing to its summit or shooting
down it upon sleds with amowy swiftness. The banks on each side
of the fall rise many feet above the crown of the cataract, and are
nearly perpendicular, presenting bare rocks at the base and covered
with vegetation and shrubbeiy on the summit,

Two or three years ago a suspension-bridge was constructed over
the fall by which passengers might look into the gulf below., Ithurg
over that fearful spot buta short time. The first persons (a man a
his wife and child, in a cart, on their way to visit a duughterin one of
the nunneries in Quebec) who attempted to pass over it afler it was
opened to the fpublic fost their lives (11). The snpg.orting cables
were drawn_from,their shore-fastenings by the weight upon them,
and the whole structiire, except the towers, with its Jiving burden,
fell into the boiling caldron and disappeared forever. The towess
yet stand, mementos of a sad calamity. .

We climbed the steep banks aloni the zigzag road in the meri-
dian heat of the sun, and rested in the shade of a pleasant grove
near the residence of the Seigneur of Beauport. It is an elegant
old mansion, closerlg the bank of the Montmorenci, at the fall. It
was built by General Haldimand, the last Governor of the Province
of Quebec, before the union of the Canadas, and was named Mont-
morenci House (12). There the Baroness Reideset (wife of the Bruns-

NONTCALM’S HEAD-QUARTERS, BEAUPORT.

familv were entertained
for seseral weeks by Ge-
neral Haldimandin the
summer of 1782 ; and
there the Duke of Kent,
father of Queen Victoria,
resided while he was a
sojourner in the province,
Tt is a most delightful
spot, commanding a fine
view of Quebec and the
country on the south side
of the ‘St. Lawrence, the
harbor, and the beautiful
fettile Isle of Orleans,
which divides the river
into two broad channels.

After making a sketch
of Montmorenci House
we returned to the restaurant, and proceeded through fields and
down a wooded slope, led by the same bay-guide, to the Natura)

wick general who came to Canada with gurgoyne in 1776)and her

‘Steps, a section of the banks of the Montmorenci, three-fourths of

a mile above the fall. The rocks are so called becauses they
exhibit a series of rectangular gradations teserabling staws. They
are composed of shaly limestorie, and supposed by some to have
been formed by the abrasion of the waters, and by others to be ori-
inal in their shapes. For an eighth of a 1ile the river rushes in
irregular cascades among these rocks, in a very namow and tor-

ral Murray, by the Chevalier de Lévis, on the 28th of April. Finally
Mr. Bigot tixd not come to Canada before September 1748. The mean-
ing and origin of the inscription remains an enigma, See Christie's His-
tory of Lower Canada, 4th volume. [Ep.]

(11) They were not the first persons. [Ep.]
{12) Doubtful. [Ep.}
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B sending up fleeces of spray. On tho bald rocky bauk we sa*, watch-

b thunder warned us of an approachingnstonn.

¥ lowing inscription, which reccrds its history : ¢ This pillar was

xcellen;:(y
f Lieutenant-General Sir Benjamin D’Urban, G. C. B, K. C. H., K.

R be faid iv. ruins by heavy shot from the
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tuous channel, its sutface white Wwith foam, and here and there

.ag the tushing waters, and made an early dinuer of sandwiches.

Ve weie letsuraly asconding the wooded slupe from the river,
picking wild flowers by the way, when the rumbling of distant
We hastoned to the
barouche and started on our return, Darker and nearer grow the
clouds in the northwest, but I ventured to make the sketch of
Montcalm’s houso in the presence of the coming shower. A favoring
curient boro it northward, and we escaped ; but other clouds now
cama rolling up from the horizon, some audible with thunder, and
magnificent in form and hue, until all the firmament westward of the
zenith presented a glorious aerial panorama of grand moving shapes
and wondorful combinations of colors, for the bright sun was blazing
behind the gorgeous sereen.  Qur day’s journsy was notfinished, anﬁ
we kept on, uot without apprehensions ofa drencling, far away be-
yond Lorette we saw the rainvails upon the hills. But «fortune favors
the brave,”’ and under its wings we were sheltered. We tecrossed
Dorchester Brivge, and ascending tothe Cheminde la Grande Allée,
the destined Fifth Avenue of Quebeo, we alighted at the toll-gate
and walked out to Bonner’s Field, onthe Plains of Abraham, to view
the new monument erected upza the spot where Wolfo fell at the
moment of his victory, on the 13th of September, 1759,

This monument stands upon the site of the old one which the
public-spirited Lord Aylmer caused to be erected a quarter of a
century ago, but which had become shamefully defuced by the hands
of reli-seekers, who were carrying it away in their pockets and
reticules. [t was of Igmni\e, about ten feet in height, surrounded
by an iron raiing. T 'give & sketch of it as it appeased when I vi-
sited the spot in 1848, The new monument is a beautiful Doric
column mads of granite blocks, crested with a_Roman sword and
helmet, and bearing upon the eastern side of its perestnl the fol-

erected by the Bristish Army in Canada, a.p, 1849. His

C.T. S., etc., Commander of the Forces, to replace that erected by
Governor-General Lord Aylmer, G. C. B, in 1832, which was broken
and defaced, and is deposited beneath.”” On the western side is
the inseription upon the old monument : ¢« Here died Wolfe victc-
rious, September 13, 1759.” It is surrounded by an iron railing,
so consteucted with sharp hooks and spears as to prevent auy fut” e
incursions of the Goth:s and Vandals.

Nearer the old city walls and the bank of the St. Lawrence the
mounds and ditches of the French lines are visible, and these are
all upon that elevated plateau that remain to tell the student of his-
tory that this is classic ground. The level qmund cccupied by the
English army early in that eventful struggle when Gallic power
gave way to Bristish strength, is now devated to the barbarous sport
of horse-racing, and occasional parades of the soldiers of the gar-
rison.

WOLFR'S MONUMEXT 1§ 1848

We did not linger long upou the Plains of Abraham, for the sun
was near the horizon when I finished my drawing of the monu-
ment, and I wished to make a sketch of one of the tour Martello

towers erected at dufferant distanees across the heig.  of Quebec
from the St. Lawrence to the St. Charles. These towers nave cannon
mounted upon their summits, w.th which the Plains might be swept,
and are so consturcted that, if taken by an enemy, they can easily

laid 1 ) trison 3 while on the op-
posite side, facing the open country, the walls are of immense
thickness. We passed the one here delineate on our return to the
city, and entered the town by St. Louis’s Gate at early twilight,
hurgry, and wearied by our “day’s rambling, and thankful for the

awaited us at Russeli’s, It was Saturday might, and we rejoicod
m the approach of mday of rest.

z=a

. / .
“_ (!

WOLFE’S MONUMENT 1IN 1858,

_Sunday morning dawned gloriously. The air was cool and in-
vigorating, and no cloud was in the sky. At nine o’clock we went
to the French Cathedra! on Market Square, and found scores of
worshipers end strangers thronging the vestibule, the aisles, and
stair-cases. Au officer in the appropriate uniform led us to a gal-
lery fronting the nave, from whw% we had a_comprehensive view
of the whole magnificent interior. This church edifice was erected
under the auspices of Frangois de Laval, the first Bishop of Quebec,
who was a zealous prelate and judicious patron of learning. It was
consecrated in the summer of 1666, with imposing ceremonies, under
thetitle of the Immaculate Conception (13). The building istwo hun-
dred and sixteen‘feet in lenzth, and about one hondred and eighty in
width, and has within it four chapels, two in each aisle. The lofly
ceiling is elegantly vaulted in stucco, and the floor and galleries
are sufficiently s'];‘acious to.accommodate a congregation of four
thousand sonls. ‘This church suffered sevcrely when the Enalish
batteries at Point Levi hurled.shells apon the town previous to the
battle that gave Wolfe the victory in 1759, Much of the Lower
Town was destroyed, anc tho Catﬁedml was set on fire and so
shattered that it was almost a total ruin. Of all the interior deco-
rations and many fine pictures only one of the latter was saved frem
hopeless mutilation. That was the present grand sltar-piece, re-

resenting the Conception, after the style of Le Brun. After the

rovince was ceded to Great Britain the church was renovated, ard
the pictures that now enrich it were placed there. Among them the
finest are, the Apostle Paul in his ecstatic Vision, as related in U
Corinthians, painted by Carlo Maratti ; the Saviour ministered unto
by Angels, by Restout; the Flight of Joseph and Mary, a copy ;
the Redesmer on the Cross, by Van Dyke ; the Nativity of Christ,
copied from Annibal Carracci; the Savior cutraged by the Soldiers,
by Fleuret ; the Day of Pentecost, by Vignon ; the Holy Family, by
Blanchard ; and portraits of St. Anna and the Holy Family (14).

(13) On the I8th July 186%. [Ep.}

(14) The paintings in the Chapel of the Seminary are algo worth

bounteous table, parlor sofas, and soft, 1idy beds that we knew

seeing. A list of them and of tho artisis to whom they are attributed are
to be found in this journal for August 1857, {Ep.]
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We remained in the French Cathedral during the performance
of the ritual service, and then repaired to the Cathedral of the
Church of England, near by, whose chief front, with an inclosed
and shaded area, is on Garden Street. This is said to be one of the
most perfect and pleasing specimens of architecture in the Province.
It is built of gray sandstone, hundred and thirty-six feet in longth,

C3TRCY OF NOTRE DANE DES VICTOIRKS.

an - seventy-five in breadth. It stands upon high ground, with one
front upon the Place d’Armes ; and itstall spire, covered with bright
tin, is a conspicuous object from every point of view. The gronnd
was once the property of the Récollet or Franciscan fathers. Their
church and convent were burned in 1796, and the order soon after-
ward becoming extinet in Canada, this portion of their property was
bought, and the church edifice was erected, by the bounty of the
Government (15). The communion plate, presented by George I1I.,
is said to be the finest on the continent. The church was consecrated
in 1804. It contains very little ornament, but is enriched by two
fine marble monuments, one to the memoz of Dr. Mountain, the
fivst Protestant Bishop of Quebec (*) and the other to the Duke of
Richmond, one of the governors-general, who died of hydrophobia.
A fine chime of eight Be!ls summons the t}:eople to worship, and as
we entered the area in the front we saw the performers busy with
ropes, making a harmonious tintinnabulation,

In the afternoon I strolled alone out of Hope Gate, down to the
Lower Town, and visited the ancient church of Notre Dame des
Victoires, which fronts upon the little market-place. This church,
as we have observed, stands upon the site of the fort constructed by
Cartier’s men in the autumn 0§ 1535 (16). The ground is much lower
than it was atthat time. It is one of the oldest church edifices in
the city, and was erected previously to 1690, forin that year, amidst
the joy caused bv the defeat of the English forces under Sir William

(*) It is eaid that when the See of Quebec was to bo supplied with an
incumbent the King was perplexed in making a choice. Dr. Nountsin
was present on one occasion when bis Majesty spoke of the matter, ¢ If
your Majesty hiad faith,” said the Doctor, ¢ there would be no difficulty.”
The King asked him to explain. * If you hsd faith,” replicd the witty
diving, * yoo wouldl say unto this mounlain, ¢ Be thou removed into that
sce,) and it would be accomplished.” That Mountain was moved accord-
ingly. (Note of the author.)

{15) The Récolicls property was never bought by the Crown, but faken
posscssion of. {Eon.]

16) We have already pointed out that Champlain and 1608 ought to
be bere instead of Cartier and 1535. The ground is not lower hut higher

than it were formetly a thing naturally acconnted for. [En.]

Phipps, who besieged Quebec, the féte of Nitre Dame de la Vic-
toire was established, and ordered to be annually celebrated in this
church on the Tth of October, that being the day on which the first
intelligence of the coming of the English was réceived. On that
occasion M. de la Colomnbiére, the Archdeacon, preached an elo-
quent discourse. Twenty-one years later, when news of the ship-
wreck of an English fleet under Sir Hovenden Walker, on its way
to attack Quebec, was received, this second victory, as the inhebi-
tants called it, was celebrated as little less than miraculous, Again
the eloquent voice of Colombiére was heard, and the church received
the name of Notre-Dame des Victoires. Kalm, who visited Quebec
in 1749, says of this church : ¢ It has a smallateeg]e in the middle
of the roof, aquare at the bottom and round at the top.” It was
nearly consumed by fire during Wolfe’s bombardment, when a
great portion of the Lower Town was destroyed. It was afterward
repaired, and assumed its present form. It is the only church in
the Lower Town. The interior is quite glain. In a little chapel in
a northern wing is a full-size fizure of Jesus entombed, and'upon
the walls are a few inferior paintings.

I continued my walk in the Lower Town to Champlin Street,
and along that avenue at the foot of Cape Diamond to the Ordnance
Wharf, at Pres de Ville, the place where General Montgomery was
killed when attemp!in%;o carry a British battery there, on the
morning of the 31st of December, 1775. The declivity of black
limestone slate, sparkling with quartz crystals and crowned by the
citadel, is here about three hundred feet in height; and the space
between its base and the St. Lawrence was so narrow that some of
the precipice has been cut away to make room for the street. It
was at this narrow place that the British had erected a battery.
Montgomery had formed a plan of assault upon Quebec that pro-
mised success. General Arnold, with one division, was to pass
through the suburb St. Roch, and carrying a battery on the St.
Charles, at the Sault au Matelot, make his way into the Lower
Town; while Montgomery was to lead the other division down
Wolfe’s ravine, and along the St. Lawrence, take the battery under
Cape Diamond, and, making his way into the Lower Town, also
join Arnold in forcing a passage into the Uiper Town through the
?ortal since called Prescott Gate. At the head of his men, in the

aceofa dnvmi:now-storm, justat dawn, Montgomeriawas making

his way. He had passed the palisade in-front of the battery, when
a single discharge of grape-shot killed him instantly, and slew or
mortally wounded several of his officers and men. "Amold, on the
other side of the town, was wounded, and carried to the General
Hospital ; and after a desperate struggle for several hours, during
which time many of the Americans were killed or made prisoners,
the conflict ended, and Quebec was saved to the British.

TREWOTT GATT, OTTHIDE.

I intended to_continue my w;lk to Wolfe’s Cove, where that
commander Janded his invading army, some distance further up the
St. Lawrence; but evening was approaching, and I made my way

back through the Lower Town to St. Paul Street, apd visited the
place, under the Grand Baltery, where Amold was wounded. The
then open shore of the St. Charles is now covered with streets and
houses, connecting the Lower Town with the suburb St. Roch.
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Nothing of its former aspect may be seen except the rugged decli-

vity.

Iywalked to the Roman Catholic Church of St. Roch—a modern
edifice, very spacious, and situated vpon an open space frontin
toward the Puchevie, former possessious of the Jesuits. It is we
finished within, and contains several pictures from the pencils
of Restout, Virmond, Chalis, Vignon, Blanchard, and other French
artists (17). In the sacristy is a portrait of Bishop Plessis, a great bene-
factor of the church. Here 1 rested for a while in the midst cf a
score of men and women on their knees in prayer, and then entered
the'city through Palace Gate, the portal that opéns toward the St.
Charles (18).

At evening, accompanied by my traveling companions, I went
up to Durham Terrace, the resort of the citizens during the summer
twilights. It occupies the site of the old Castle of St. Louis, the
resivence of the governors-general of Canada for more than two
centuries, It was destroyed by fire in 1834, and since then the
spot has been reserved as a public promenade. The old castle
was a fine stone building, over two hundred feet inlength. It stood
near the precipice ; and on that side its walls and spacious gallery
were supported by solid stone buttresses. These yet remain ; and
the platform of Durham Terrace, from which fine views dowa the
St. Lawrence, and of the shores opposite, are obtained, jccupies
the place of the old broad gallery. We were there just at sunset,
when the terrace wag filled with men, women, and cinldren ; and
we lingered until the vesper light had faded, for the evening air
was delightful.—Harper’s Magazine.

(T be concluded in our next.)

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

APPOINTMENTS.

His Excellency, the Governor General in Council, was pleased on the
23d instant to appoint thefollowing persons to be School Commissioners.

County of Laval.—Ste. Rose : Mr. Léon Plessis Bélair.

County of Megantic.—St. Calixte : Mr. Joseph Levesque.

County of Shefford —Stukely : Mr. John M. Brown,

CATROLIC BOARD O¥ EXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF QUEREC.

Miss Mary Keo%h, has obtained a diploma authorisgg ber to teach in
elementary schools. )
BOARD OF RXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF STANSTEAD.

Miss Eliza W. Foster, and Messrs, Frederick W. Lake and Stephen F.
Spalding have obtained diplomas authorising them to teach in clement-
ary schools. -

DONATION3S TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT, .

The Superintendent acknowledges with thanks the following donations
to the library of the Department. :

From Messrs. A. S, Barnes & Co., booksellers at New York: * Primary
Arithmetic,” by Mr. Charles Davis. 1 vol. in-18; *Intellectual Arith-
metic,” by the same, 1 vo.in-18; “New School Arithwstic,” by the
same. 1 vol. in-12; * New Univeraity Arithmetic,”’ by the same. 1 vol.
in-12; “ Key to Davis' University arithmetic,”’ by the same. 1 vol. in-12.
“The Tescher and the Parent’ by Charles Northend. U vol. in-S8o;
“ Theory and Practice of Teaching,” by D. P. Page. 1vol. in-805 “Schoo!
Amusements,”” by N. W, Taylor Root. 1 vol. in8o; ¢ Unirersal Educa-
tion,” by Ira Msybew. 1 vol in-Bo; ** American Education,” by Edward
Maosfield. 1 vol. in-80; © Logic of Matbematics,” by Cbarles Daries. 1
vol. in-So. s

From Mr. Professor Hall, Albany ¥ Geology of Towz, 2 volg, in-fo.

From Messrs. Collins & Brother, Booksellers at New York: © Rudi-

(17) The church of St. Roch’s does not contain
artists, but the names of two of them are 10 be foun:
in the chapel of the Seminary. [Ep.]

(18) Joseph Octave Plessis, Bishop of Quebec, who died in 1825, built
the first chorch of St. Roch's. The present is the third. The two others
were destroyed by fire. [En.]

intings by those
in the list of those

rd

wewts of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy,” by Mr. Denizon Olmsted.
1 vol. in-120.

From tho Revd. Abbé Faillon, of the Seminary of $t. Sulpice :
de M. Olier.,” 2 vols. in-8o.
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MONTREAL, (LOWER CANADA) FEBRUARY, 1859,

Report of the Chief Superintendent of Public
Instruciion for Lower Canada for 1S57.

_—

EoucaTtioN OrricE, Montreal, 251l July 185S.

7o the Honorable, Provincial Secretary.

Str,—I have the honor to transmit to you my third Annual Report
on the state of Public Instruction in Lower Canada.

The results which have followed the establishment of the new
Normal schools being of 2 nature to interest in a lively manner, all
those who feel an interest in education, I purpose to detail, in the
first part,of this Report, the organisation and present condition of
these schools. In the second part, I shall give a comprehensive
summary of facts as shewn by the statistical tables of 1857. In the
third part I shall refer to the improvements atready alluded to in
my last year’s report, but which 1 have not hitherto” been able to
carry out, as well as to others, the importance of which has been
shown me by this year’s experience.

1. Of Normal Schools.

In Appendix C, will be found the Reports of the Directors of
each of these Institutions, and in Appendix A the Statistics wlich
they have collected, in accordance with the forms used in the
reports of Coileges and Academies.

he Jacques Cartier and McGill Normal Schools, upened on the
3rd March 1857, have up to the date of this Report held two ses-
s-ons; the first ended on the 15th July 1857, and the second com-
menced on the 15th September of the same year and has just ter-
minated on the 15th of the present month. The Laval Normal
Schoo), inaugurated on the 12th May 1857, was adjourned on the
15th July and this short space cannot be considered as 2 session.
It may therefore be said that this school held 1ts first session from
the 15th September 1837 to the 15th July 1858,

In the McGill Normal School, instruction is given simultancously
to pupils of both sexes; but there are two separate model schools,
and an infant school, has been lately added. In the Lavaland
Jacques Cartier Normal schools, where the boarding system has
been adopted, it is evident that it is necessary also, as is done in
all catholic mstitutions, to separate the pupils of the two sexes.
On the 15th September 1857 the boarding Department for female
pupil teachers of the Laval Normal school was opened, and placed
under the control of the Ursuline Ladies of Qaebec, and the day-
school of the Ursuline Convent has been converted nto the Model
Schoot in connection with this Normal School. The lessons, with
the exception of drawing, music, embroidery and English, are
aiven by the professors of the Normai School.

As for the Jacques-Cartier Normal School I have hitherto been
unable to take steps similar to those which have been so successful
at Quebec, and I considered it necessary moreover to defer taking
them, feeling convinced that the pecuniary resources placed
at my disposal would not suffice 1o keep np two bra:ding estabhish-
ments 1n each of these schools, from the fact that the Laval Nomnal
School a'ready in debt to the amount of £50 en the Ist Janvary
1858, has found this debt increase constantly ever since. Satisfieil
that the Legislature would have at heart the continuance of the
work thus commenced, and especially that they would not leave
the large and populous district of Montreal without the advantages
possessed by that of Quebec, in this respect, I have thought it ne-
cessary to deferthe o?znisatlon of a beardiny dejantment for female
pupil teachers at the ac%ues-Camcy Normal Scheol, until the grant
1o Normal Schools shall have been increased. This measure seems
1o be the more pressing, from the fact that the results which have
followed its adoption in the McGill and Laval schools, have been so
faras the pupils.are concerned, most completely successful. In

each of these schools they greatly exceed in nnmber the male pupi)
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teachers; in the McGill they are even in the pioportion of nine to
one. Mr, Laungevin says, S{wnkm" of the first division of female
pupil teachers ate his school: « ﬁ\is first division was certainly
composed of the most tnlentedﬂpuglls in the whole institution; and
they have moreover made perfectly wondorful progress especially
i d arithmetic.”” Bestdes it is a well known fact that
in grammar and ari estdes it isa we

we may always rely more upon female than upon male teachers to

smpart elementary instruction in our country districts. They alone |

are competent to direct the infant schools, they alone are permitted
by ecclesiastical authority to conduct mixed echools of boys and
girls ; and in fact the total number of them is 1850, while the male
teachers only amount 10 902. I am well aware that they are not
competent to perform all the duties of the teacher, and that the

reference given over male teachers in certain municipalities to
?emales teachers, even but little qualified, a preference arisinﬁ
chiefly from the difficulty of having separate schools for boys an
from the lowness of the salary witls which {o nales are usually satis-
ficd, is one of the most common causes of the slight progress of
education in this countsy; howeverit is difficult to conceive that
things can change with very great rapidity ; and at all events, if
it was imporiant to ensure good male teachers to school municipa-
lities, as we have done, it is doubly necessary, in this respect, to
provide good female teachess, since in many places, they are
charged with the education of children of both sexes.

The results of the Normal schools have hitherto greatly surpassed
anything that was to be expected. The number of pupils, their
general suiccess, and the number of these already engaged 1n teach-
ing, ought to dispel every fear heretofore entertained on these sub-
jects. ‘The youth of the country have responded to the appeal made
1o them ; a great number of young men and women, most of whom
have shown a real aptitude and a great talent for teaching, have
had the courage to undertake special studies placed within their
reach. 1fthe work should subsequently fail, it must be due to the
apathy of the public, or because the various local authorities, or
rather fathers of families, who by the present system have the
power of controlling the seauthorities, shall not have known how to
appreciate 50 important an institution, and to distinguish between
the real service, which may be rendered by teachers prepared care-
fully for that positiun, and the unproductive attempts of most of
those who assume it without any special preparation, and most fre-
quently without the i=clination, knowledge, or necessary aptitude.

The salaries hitherio abtained by some of the pupils of the normal
schools shew that certain municipalities have already underatood
all the importance of taking the injtiative in this gtand movement
which alone can_ extricate our schools from the inferior position
which they have held for so long a time, and by that means rescue
our children from ignorance.

The following municipalities were the first who distinguished
themselves for their zeal and generosity in procuring teachers from
the normal schools, and ensuring to them a reasonable remunera-
tion. Tt\eilam those of Lapraine, Sault aux Recollets, Ste. Philo-
meéne, St. Hermas, St. Placide, Ste. Scholastique, St. Constant,
the Iroquois Village o} Cau&f;hnawaga in the District of Montreal.
The Municipality of Stanfold in the District of Thiee Rivers, and
and that of St. Nicolas in the District of Quebec have also procured
the services of two pupils from the Laval Normal school.

Let men of intelligence and education unite in each locality ; let
them explain to rate-payess that mistaken cconomy is in this, as in
every thing elsc, real extravagunce, that it is better to pay much
and receive much, than to pay little and receive literally nothing;
if this were done, we are_cenain that all would imitate the genero-
sity of the school municipalities winch we have just named, and
the young pupils of our nommal schoo!s would scon find in remune-
rative employment, a just recompense for the efforts and sacrifices
which they have made. et the friends of edncation say to them-
selses: the whole question of public instruction in Lower Canada
tests, correctly speaking, on the success or failure of the normal
schools, which itself, is included in the following question: will
1he school municipalities take advantage of the opportunity afforded
them of procuring good teachers ?

The Inspectors of schools in their reports and the Principal of
the Laval Normal school suggest moreover that a stop should be
put to the unjust compelition of male and female teachers admitted
10 that office with such deplorable, I might say, such calpable
fac.lity by the Boirds of examiners ; that the pugils of the normal
schools be allowed some particular privileges ; that the municipa-
lities who persist in retaining teachers who are not provided with
any description of diploma, be deprived of their share of the grant;
and finally that a minimum of salary be fixed, subject to no redoc~
tion in any casc. Without entering at present into a detailed exa-
mination, { may sy, that in every case where its influence conld

be brought to bear, the Department has always taken action in
accordance with these suigestions. The time may have perhaps
arrived when it is well to have recourse to a deseription of severity
which a few years would have hopelessly compromised the
cause of popular education; but it would be a thousand times better,
we admil, to obtain from the sense of the public and the zea-
lous ce-operation of the friends of education, an indispensable im-
provement which in uny case must be shortly obtained, cost what
1 ma{. Otherwise we ‘must resign ourselves to seeing the most
sad of all sights, that of millions of children entrusted at great ex-
pense to unworthy and incapable hands ; while those who have been
at great expense prepared to teach, will be compelled to engage in
other ways of life, certainly lgss honorable, sometimes ruinqus,
though more immediately lucrative, at least agparemly 80.
Persuaded that the merit of the pupils, whom they shall have
educated must finally prevail, and that apathy and even opposi-
tion must yield before the evidence of the results obtained, the
Directors of the Normal schools have, with my entire approbation,

Fromptly remoyed every individual whose bad conduct mightata
ater period injure the reputation of their estab)ishmentg. %y this
or the mo-

wise severity they have «ﬁnven the most certein ple
rality and capability of the pupils who have received the diplomas
of the school, and to that diploma the highest value. This strict-
ness joined to other circumstances, which are explained in the
reports of the Directors, has caused a considerable reduction.-in the
number.of pupils at the end ot each session,

The following table will give the statistics of pupils in the three
schools, and it will be remarked that they are very nearly alike in
each of them ; the Laval Normal school however being the one |
g:o:]n which the smallest numter of pupils have depaned without a

iploma.
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Jacques - Cartier Nor-
mal School........ 57 (U} 14 10 8
McGill Nor. School...| 90 30| 34 13 13
Laval Normal School..y 77 184 17 2
Total........ 224 72 ] 65 25, 62

It will be seen that a considerable number of pupils who have
teceived a ?}omn for an elementary school desire to continue their
studies in order to obtain the model school or primary superior
echool d‘{\?lomas. One of the most talented lglg)i s of the Jacques
Cartier Normal school, Mr. Dostaler, who not a fellow 'go,
after having obtained the diploma for a primary superior school,
even rgquested leave to study a third year, whizh has been

ranted.
8 Of the 65 pupils who left after having obtained diplomas 40, that
is, all those of the first session and some of those of the second ses-
sion are at the present time engaged in teaching. The remainder
without exception are dis to do the same, if 2 reasonable
remunerationis offered them, and I was the first to advise them to
decline any offer which was not equivalent to their merit. Alread
however several pupils who.have just left have been retained, as
Iéa‘\(')% stated above, with the offér of salaries varying from £75 to
The total number of diplomas hitherto granted is 100; the num-
ber is higher than that which appears in the above table, because
several pupils have received the elementary school diploma in the
first session and that of the model achool in the second. In all,
there were granted 35 model school, and 65 elementary school
diplomas.
. Among the number of pupils who have left without diplomas are
included sevenl young persons, who were compelled by diseases
previously contracted, o abandon their studies. Death, which
always takes its share of evethin in this world, has not spared
these youthful institutions. ‘The Jacques Cartier Normal school
Jost one of its moat estimable pupils in every respect, Mr. Joseph
Dalcourt, and the Laval normal achool lost one of its most talented
pupils Miss Eliza Létournean.
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It is easy to see by the roports of the Directors that they have
devoted their whole attention to discover and remove the obstacles
which oppose the progress of their respective establishments. The
difficulty of maintaining discifline with a small staff of masters,
the multiplicity of duties which fall to the share of the Principal,
whois charged with the superintendence of the boarding department,
the teaching of a vast number of subjects, the direction of the
mode! school, the responsibility, the correspondence, and a crowd
of details of which no idea can be formed, details which, in other
establishments are divided among three or four officers who take
nopart in the teaching; all this has caused, in the Laval and
Jacques Cartier Normal schools, especial‘lﬁ' in the former, serious
difficulties to contend with, Another difficulty to be overcome in
theso schools, arises from the teaching of both languages, of which
one alone, the French, from the multiplicity of rules and exceptions
contained in the grammar, requires a long course of stud{, to be
tl:::ﬁughly acquired, even by those who have learned it from the
cradle

Had we had but this reason for fixing attwo years th: normal
course, which, in Upper Canada includes only two sessions of five
months each, it would have been amply sufficient to justify us for
so doing. Moreover, for the same reason, it has been impossible
to complete the programme of subjects to be taught, which can only
be done according as the progress of public instruction in the country
and the success of the normal schools themselves, bring to them
better instructed pupils. However it is easy to see by consultinﬁ
the statistical tables (1) that the list is already very varied an
extensive. All the pupils, without distinction, in the three schools
have learned arithmetic in all its branches, English and French
grammar, the principles of literature and literary composition, geo-
graphy, the elements of religious instruction, and the principles of
teaching as well in a regular course, as by their apglicmion to each
of these branches of study. Atthe McGill Normal school, mental
arithmetic, book keeping, algebra, geometry, physics and natural
history have beeun imparted #» all the pupils, Up to the present
34 pupils of the Jacques Cartier normal school, and 63 of the Laval
Normal school have been instructed in mental arithmetic, 24 in the
former and 28 in the latter have learred boock keeping, 7 in the
former and 16 in the latter have learned algebra, 6 in the former
and 16 in the latter have learned metry, 6 in the Jacques Car-
tier Normal school, 20 in the McGill Normal school, and 16 in the
Laval Normal school have learned trigonometry, 7 in the Jacques
Cartier Normal school and 28 atthe Laval Normal school have
studied physics, 20 pupils at the McGill Normal school have studied
astronomy, 6 at the Jacques Cartier Normal school, and 20 at the
McGill Normal school have studied chemistry, and finally 6 at the
Jacques Cartier Norma! school and 28 at the Laval Normal school
have received lessons in natural history. It will be seen by this
that the study of the higher sciences has been pushed as far as pos-
sible in institutions of this kind still in their infancy. Sacred
history and the history of Canada have been taught atall three of
the schools; ancient bistory and the history of England at the
McGill school, and the history of France and the general history
at the Jacques Cartier school. Lessons in theoretical agriculture
have been given at the McGill school, and lessons in botanical and
practical horticulture at the Laval schoo'. Linear drawing and
vocal music have been taught to all the pupils of the three schools ;
drawing and instrumental music_have also been studied with suc-
cessby a number of pupils in each of them. Soms of the
drawing books of the female % ils of the McGill ard Laval schools
give eviaence of really remarkable progress.

AttheJnct}nes Cartier Normal school, & complete gymnasium
has not.only furnished all the pupils with an oppertauity of taking
salotary exercise, but has also disposed them to spread throughout
the country a taste for physical education. There has also been
established in this school & public course, attended by the youth of
Montreal with tolerable regularity, and which has enabled the 'pu-
pils 1o accustom themselves to public speaking, by redding before
the audience, their notes containing a synopeis of each prévious les-
sons. Tolerably complete cabinets of apparatasfor the exemplification
of physical science (though of course the sirictest economy has been
observed in their collection) have been provided fof each school ;
and the pupils at several public exhibitions have shown consider-
able skill in riments and demonstrations. As soon as the
means placed at my disposal will permit, it will be well to add
thereto a small museum of nateral history. For the present, plates,
tables, and a few specimens have given the means of imparting 10

(1) Whenever the statistical tables are consulted it would bs well
alto to glance at fA¢ errafa at the end of the volunte, :

the pupils certain elementary and indispensable 1deas on the
subject.

.

The three institutions are ahke furmshed with maps, globes, pla-
netaria, black bourds, pictures for object lessons, ete. The
McGill and Laval schools will require more extensive hbwanes than
they at present possess. Although that of the Jacques Cartier
school is also limited, the pupils have access, under certan restric-
tions, to the library of the epartment of Public Instruction which
is in the same building. This collecuion, which is also open to the
professors of the other normal schiools. to the officers of the depunt-
ment, and irdeed to all persons who are engaged 1 serious study,
now amounts to over 3000 volumes, thanks in a great measure to
the various donations which I have received.

It is much to be desired that a})&)ropnate buldings for the Laval
and .!no%ues Cartier schools should be erected as speedily as pos-
sible. The McGill school is perfectly settled in the old High-
School, which has been repaired with all possible care, and the
spacious apartments which are destined for the model-schools give
to this institution an important source of revenue. Besides that
the boarding department for boys in the two other schools are much
confined in the old buildings which they occupy, the halls of the
model school allow the admission of but ‘a very limited number of
pupils, whilst hundreds of children, whose parents are in circum-
stances to pay the monthly charge, have applied for admission.

At the end of Appendix B, will be found a statement of the
revenue and expenditure of the three schools ; the balance in hand
of £780 of the grant up to the 31st December 1857 will certainly be
absorbed by the excess of the expanditure over the revenue for the
year 1858.

Ifrequently visited these important institutions of which I predict so
much good, and I have every reason to congratulate myselfon having
to communicate with the present able “Directors and professors.
Amongst all, I found at each visit that there had been remarkable
o , greatattention to general order, and to the rules which were

ublishedin my report of last year, and among the pupils that iood
aring and spirit, which are the cvident signs of success. The {abors
of the directors, their zeal, their almost superhuman exertion cannct
be too highly praised. The Laval school towards the end of the
school year was deprived of its worthy Principal, Mgr. Horan, who
was appointed Bishop of Kingston. His able successor, Mr. Lan-
gevin, in his report, renders a tribute to the devotion and energetic
spirit of enterprise of this distinguished prelate, which only goes
to confirm the unanimous opinion of vast districts to which he has
rendered the most important services.

To recapitulate, the new normal schools are evidently in 2 way
1o achieve all the good results which were expected of ‘them, pro-
vided that on the one hand, the school municipalities appreciate
the froit of their labor in the manner which I have indicated, and
on the other, that the Legislature do not refuso them the pecumary
means necessary for their development. Should there be a failure
in either of these two conditions of success, we should have 1o desparr
of public instruction 1n Lower Cunada. All parts of the country, how-
ever, have proved in the most satisfactory manner that they under-
stand the tmportance of these newirstitutions for, I mustr:ot forget to
mention in conclusion that nearly all the counties in Lower Cana-
da, even the most distant, have been represented in the normal
schools by pupils, some of whom have even been sent thither by
the generous assistance of friends of education in certain localities.

24. Statistics of the year 1857.

Nomerical progress in all that concems education has been pretty
well sustained, not however without the fluctuations which are always
observed in all statistics conscienciously collected and published.
The increase in the number of pupils attending all descripuons
of institutions is not- considerable compared with that of the year
1856 over the year 1855. The increase of 1856 over 1855 was
15083, while that of the year 1855 over the year 1854 was only
8325. The straitencd ciscumsiances in which a great parn of the
population were situated in 1857 should cause us 1o accept the n-
crease of 6537 as satisfactory. The same remark ayplies with more
force to the contnibutions, and I explained in my last report (page
23) that the extraordinary increasesf last year was10 a great extent
only apparent, on account of the imperiections in the stylistical
retumns of former years. Moreover it was the first year that the
municipalities had a right 10 impose a lax to the extent cf double
the grant, and it was also the first occasion, on which the previous
levying of the monthly dues was insisted upon, The lollowing
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little table shows a continuous and truly remarkable increase during
the last four years.
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Tt wili bo thus scen that the increase from 1853 to 1857 on the
number of institutions has been 25:21 per cent ; on the number of
pupils 37:41 per cent; and on the sum of contributions 155:70 per
cent.

The increase in the number of pupils learning each of the most
important of those branches of education, which form part of ele-
mentary education, might give rise to the same observations. The
increase in the number of pupils leaming history is the greatest
(8567) while that of 1856 over 1855 was only 2060, This is owing
principally to the fact that Pubhc attention has been powerfully
directed to the importance of the study of the history of Canada,
and the publication of an abridgment of Mr: Garneauw’s istory has
greatly contributed to cause this movement. The following table
mcludes all classes of institutions with the exception of a part of
the independent schools, concerning with no information, except
the approximate number of the pupils attending them, could be
obtained.
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Pupils reading well..§ 27367| 32961) 43407 46930] 4383s] 18931 5i26].15972]21466
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Grammatica] Analy..| 4412] 9283 16439 26310] 350631 T:58] 17625 24761{ 29652

1 did not consider it necessary to publish at length this year the
return of children made by the secretaty-treasurers.

A summary of this return would give a total of 236,855 children
between five and sixteen years of age, of which number 124,657
attended the schools in 1856, the former amounted to 229,216, and
the latter 121,755. The observations which I made in _m{ last
report on the lowness of these numbers are equally applicable to
the veports of the present year; I will leave the making of approx:-
mate calculations, such as I gave in my last yeat’s report, to such
of my readers, as are disposed to examine this subject more minute-
ly. According to these calculatious the real nunsber of children
between five and sixteen years of age in 1857 would be about
308,000. A rather remarkable fict is that of 150,927 children
between the ages of seven and fourteen years, 95,869 attended the
schools ; this gives a proportion of 63:51 per cent on the total num-
ber of children. compelled by law toattend the common schools
and to pay the monthly contributions. To this must be added a
great number of pupils attending superior_cducational establish-
ments not withmn the limits of their respective municipalities, who
are not included in this table. Anothersfact not less worthy of
remark is that of 54,682 children between the ages of five and
seven years, 22,030 aitend the schools, which is a’large proportion
for that age, and shows 2 great disposition on the part of the parents
to send their children to school at an early age; but the misfortune
is that they do not allow them to remain there long cnough and do
not send them with suffictent regularity, a fact which has been
ugticed by il the inspeclors in their reports.

Here again however the same .emark with rtelerence to the pro-
bable lowness of the numbers in the return is to be made.

Table B in A})Ipomlix A shows as in last year’s report remark-
able instances of liberality on the part of a great number of school
municipalities. The total amount of supplementary assessments,
and of special assessments, over and above the compulsory assess-
ment was £19,697, the preceding it was £23,474, thuss owinF a
diminution of £3,777 ; the amount of the school rates or monthly
fees, is £52,150; on the preceding year it was £43,372; increase
£8788 ; and lasliy the umount of the tax for building and repairing
school houses is £5732, while in 1856 it amounted to £6373 show-
il]%a decrease of £641.

"he diminution in the additional taxes is casily to be accounted
for by the fact, that the greater part of them were dustined, to pay
off old debts, and by the increase in the school rates, which ie, as
may be seen above, very considerable.

(76 be continued.)
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—A mecting of the Teacher’s Association in connexion with the
Jacques Oarticr Normsl School, was held at Montreal, on the 28th of
January Lectares were mdde by the Rev. Principal Verreau, by Pro-
fessor Regnaud and by MM, Kirovac and Doran, teachers. The Chief
Superintendent of Public Instruction was also present and addressed the
meeting strongly urging the teachers to be punctual in their attendance.
Several resolutions were adopted on which petitions are to be drafted for
parliament duriog its present session.

- —A rather vigorous polemic i8S now going on between two writers,
supposed to be men in high positions,in the Ere Nourells and the Ga-
zefte de Sorel ; the one advocating the establishment of a classical col-
lege at Three-Rivers, and the other urgipg that the college of Nicolet is
su%ﬁc’xent for thewants of the populatiol ¥f what wasformerly the district
of Three-Rivers.

—The Reverend Narcisse Fortier, curé of St. Michel de Bellechasse,
died on the 3rd instant. Mr. Fortier had rendered the cause of education
in this part of the country invaluable gervices. Besides having greatly
assisted in putting the law into operation when it was most unpopular,
he, with other gentlemen, founded an industrial college and a girls' aca-
demy in bis parish. The college is one of the few catholic institutions in
Lower Canada the professors of which are exclusively laymen. The col-
lege was cstablished in 1853, and hag now 125 pupils and 6 professors.

e believe that Mr. Toussaint, now one of the professors in the Laval
Normal School, was the first Principal ; Mr. C. Dufresne succeeded him,
The girls’ academy was founded in 1850, under the direction of Miss
Cazeau, and has now 89 pn})’xls. By kis zeal, activity, cordiality and the
charm of his manners, Mr. Fortier, who was extensirciy known in Lower
Canada, was loved and respected by sil.  He had been first, in 1818,
attached as ander-secretary 0 the beloved and talented Bishop Plessis;
he became secretary of the diocese in 1823, & position as every oneknows
of high responsibility, which he left for the cure of St. Michcl de Belle-
chasse, in 1829. From these facts we are induced to believe that Mr.
Fortier, at the time of his death, was between 60 and 63 years of age. He
certainly did not look a3 much on account of his good health, alacrity
and pleasantness of manners. He was carried awsy almost sudden]y by
an attack of paralysis. His Lordship the Bishop of Tloa, coadjator of
the arch-diocese of Quebce, Mr. Grand-Vicar Careau, formerly one of
Nr. Fortier’s pupils, and & vast number of the clergy were_present at his
foneral, and the Bishop, in an appropriate semo:e,gointed out the many

00d qualities of and theinvaluableservicesrendered by the deceaged. Mr,

‘ortier has scveral brothers, amon%whom are Mr. Felix Fortier, clerk of
the crown in chancery, and Dr. Fortier, the present member for the
county of Bellechasse.

—Mr. Thomas Baillargé, an architect of Quebec, bas Ieft by his will
33800 to the schools of the Christian Brothers in that city, and $4040 to
the convent of the Hospital General. The puns of that convent &re
Augnustines, and it is one of the oldest establishments of the country.
They bave charge of & house of refuge for poor and infirm old people, of
an hospital for invalids and of a young Isdies’ academy. A viewof this
convent with s ;e particulars will appear in our next number in the
article copied from Harpers. Mr. Raillergé und his father, who died
fcara,ago, bhad & great re&uut‘xon as srchitects and statuaries. The
atter was for & long time the only person of his calling in that part of
the country., Almost all the .ch of the diocese of Quebec have
been either built o> ornamented on the plans of either the son or the
father. They were both reslly men of greetskill, taste and lesrning;
and it would be unfair to judge them by the result.of their labours as in
many cases the wishes or fancies of churchwardens have thwarted or
even completely disfigured the execution of their plans. Two of their
greatest works are the ins of the cathedral of Quebes and that of
the parish church of St, Joachim, in the county of Montmorency.
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—The semi-annual sesgion of the Association of Teachers for the dis-
trict of Bedford, was held in the Righ School, at Durhama?n the 17th
February instsnt. Communications were read from the Chief Super-
intendent of Public Ingtruction and from Principal Dawson, of McGill
College, relating to the o‘l\?'ects of tho Association. Two lec.tures”wcre
delivered, one by Mr, J. W. March, on the © Teacher’s profession ; ant’l,
the other by Rev. J. C. Butcher, subject : # Laughing at impossibilities.
Several resolutions were adopted.” one among others to | tition the
exocutive government for the appointment of the Council of Public
[ostruction, pursuant to the Act of 1856.

—~Ohief Justice Sir J. B. Robinson, in a recent charge to a grand jury,
made the following remarks:

“ Some.of my brother judges in this place bave, I percelved, felt them-
gelves called on to romark the increase of crime in the younger part of
the population, and also the great extent to which the crime of drunken-
ness had increased. With regard to the young, and their being led
astray without any proper means to reclaim” them being taken—there is,
I thunk, no country in the world in which one would expect to find less
room for such remarks. For here unusual attention has been paid by
the Legislature to the diffusion of knowledge by Common Schools. No
parents can have a proper excuse for the non-education of their children.
1 am satisfied that no proper excuso can be given for children of the poor
not being sent to the schools ready to receive them in town and cities.
But it is really of little purpose ; for such schools only give them the
means of education to a certain period of life, After having atiained 12
or 14 years of age, no doubt, the greater number of children were taken
from school to assist their parents. From that moment they becore ex-
posed to the temptations awaiting them in a city like this. A great many
of them might have gense envugh not to listen to any attempis made to
draw them to places where idleness and all kinds of vice are going on ;
but I fear that & great number of -them, not having sufficient strength of
mipd, would be led away by babits of drunkenness. In cvery little vil
lage in the country grog-shops are to be found, under various names.
And from their number it is evident they are not at all necessary for the
refreshment of travellers. And should you 2nter one of them, especially
after dark, it would be quite evident that their frequenters were not tra-
vellers, but parties living in the neighborhood.” .

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

— The inauguration of the new building of the Montreal Natural His-
tory Society, took place on the 22d of February, with very great éclat.
We have already stated that this Society bas sold the premises which
ithas 80 long occupied in Little St. James street, to the Inslitut Cana-
dien-Frangais ; in & very short time, that isto say, in the course of last
summer, the Sotiety bave erected a large brick edifico at the corner of
McGill avenue and St. Oatherine street, in_the neighbourhood .of the
Anglican Cathedrel and of the McGill College. The building is an
oblong parallelogram. The lower floor is occupied by a spacious
entrance, the library, a large and neat lecture room, and other appart-
ments. The upper part i3 all thrown into one room high with a
gallery receiving light butfrom tbe ceiling: It contains the museum;
which embraces collections in all the departments of Nstural History.
The establishment a3 it i, is highly creditable to the sarans of Montreal;
but will be much more so when it shall have been completed by the ex-
ertions and donations of the learned portion of our community, who's
sympathies seem to be now well enlisted in favor of the institution.

The insugural soirée was gracefully intermixed with speeches, music,
and gcientific illustrations with the microscope: A large number of the
¢lite, including many 1adies, were present.  Principal Dawson, president
of the Society, filled the chair and opened the proceedings by an inte-
resting exposé, in which be siated that thy cost of the building was
$10,000, and psyed & just tribute of praise to the gentlemenr concerned
inits construction. The following pait of his speech was enthusias-
tically applauded :—
 Natural History teaches us that it is by no accident that the greatest
and most prosperous city of British America is placed on the Island of
Montreal. In its situation halfway between Cape Race and Fort William,
at the confluence of our two greatest rivers; opposite the great national
highway of the Hudson and Champlain Valley; at the point where the
St. Lawrence ceases to be navigable for ocean ships, and where that
great river, for thelast time in its course to the affords a gigantic
water power; at the meeting point of the two races thatdivide Canads,
and in the centre of & fertile plain nearly as large as all England ; in
these we recognise a i\uunue for the greatness of Montresl, not based
on the frail tenure of humsn legislation, Lut on the unchanging decrees
of the Eternal, as stamped on the world tnat he has made. [Applause.]
We know, from the study of these indications, that were Cumﬁ tobe
again a wilderness, and were & second Cartier to explore it, he might
wander over all the great regious of Canada and the West, and return-
icg to our mountain ridge, call itagain the Royal Mount, and say that
1o this point must the woalth and population of all this new world flow.
It is not worthy of a city so phcego to solicit mere artificial dignities;
bot it is wo! of it to prowote within itself all those high moral snd
intellectual influences which should flow from it 1o the region around.
{Gbeers.] Although, therefore, this Society is not for Montreal alone but
for Oauads, and, 38 far 38 may be, for the world; yet, if it ahoald reat
for its support on this city alone, we know that,-with the kind blessing

of the Providence that has given us this goodly heritage, and with that
support, cordially and liberally as it is always given to overy degerving
institution, wo may hope to take a bigh plave among the learncd Socic-
ties of the western world. ([Cheers.)”

Sir William Eyre was then called upon by the President to address the
meeting which he did in bis usual forcible and bum)y style. o noticed
among hisiremaks the following evidenco born by him to the universal po-
pularity of science. Itis certainly worth a perusal,

£ Those who once acauired & relish for those pursuits, [iencmlly turncd
away as if by instinct from those grosser pleasures which degrade man.
kind. Nor were such intellectual pursuits confined to the !terati, to
any particular clasa, There were a few in every class who could relish
and appreciate intellectual cnjoyments, and if they were only a few, the
object of philanthropy would always be to convert the few into the
many. He had been much impresged with some things which had come
under his observation while travelling in Greece. Though always aware
that the modern Greeks ressembled the ancient Greeks, their progenitors,
in maoy of their qualities, and that atall events they were remarkable for
their intelligence, he was not prepared to find on one or two occasions—
the poor Greek peasants, but recently emancipated from the galling
yoke of Turkish oppression, reposing under the shade of their olives, and
poring over the pages of Xenophon and Herodotus—yet such was the
case. [ApElause.] They seemed perfcctly aware of tho prestige which
once had hung like the mountain mist, over their beautiful land. They
knew well the glorious height from which their race had fallen, and in
contemplation of the glorious deeds of the past, and rerhaps dreaming
of the future, they seemed to forget the poverty and wretchedness of their

resent position. So, t0o, it was in Lig own profession. Many would
ge surpriged if they went into the barrack-room and saw the description
of books that were in the hands of not a few of the soldiers. Many fan-
cied that tho poor soldiers, humble and faithful servants of the Crown as
they Were, had no relish for intellectual pursuits. They could give them
credit for courage and fortitude,—~and these qualities had been well ex-
emplifled on the bleak and dreary plateau before Sebastopol—[cheers}—
but it was notso generally known that many of them had minds far
beyond their position, and could as keenly appreciate what was great
and noble, as could any of their prosperous fellow-citizens. [Applause.]

Professor Hall, of Albany, next spoke. * He said it gave him great
gratification to come here to-night to give any encouragement in lis
power to a Society baving for its object the advancement of natural
science~a study 1o which he had devoted 30 years of his life, with sear-
cely & thonght of anything else. He then mentioned some facts connected
with the organization of similar societies in the United States, whichhe
said dated back but a little way iuto the last century. This society had
its origin much more recently, but its collection alrcady was a very im-
portant one. He looked upon its museum as among the best features of
the socfety, for while only a few could devote themselves to making
original investigations in_science, nearly all could assistin thoe collec-
tion of natural objects. Therc was one point which the people of this
country could more readily appreciate than the people of the United
States, becanse they were more directly connected with the parent coun-
try, whence they had come to fix on this soil homeslike those which they
or their forefathers bad left on the otber side. We hed here a new goil—
not only a new country but & new goil, clothed with a vegetation entire-
1y different from that we had left across the Atlantic. Natural History
embraced thissoil and all its products, and not only the soil but the
roeks from which it was derived, the plants and treeg it grew, and the
animsls which roamed over its surface. Professor Hall went on to trace
the process by which European men aud animals and even_plants were

ually supplanting those indigenous to the American soil. The pro-
cess was constantly going on ; even the solitary traveller, mekinga
trail acrogs the great prairies of the Westand over the Rocky Mountains,
dropped on his course the seeds of Buropean plants, which, taking root
and springling up, were beginning to supplant the native weeds, and
prepared the way for the immigration of the white man. We were
removing from the face of this continent, first, the men who preceded us,
next the animals, and then the vegetation, and introducing in their
stead the domestic animals of Burope, and the vegetation on which they
feed, and at the same time numberless insects which accompauied that
vegetation, In these circumstances, it became s population like that of
Canada or that of the United States to study_even more closely than
thoge of Barope, the character of their soil and of its products. It was
one of the most pleasant daties of hig life anywhere and everywhere in
the United States, 10 bear testimony to the advances made fn natural
science in Canads. They bed wrought out in Cauada by zeal and intel-
ligence and persevering laboor, 2 knowledge of a set of strata which to
thig day were but little known in Europe. Their knowledge of their
Laurentian rocks was far in advance of anything known in Europe of
rocks of the sawe age. These were not pumary rocks. Tlhey hiad been
called 803 but here in Canada they bad the werit of first pointing out to
the world that they were stratified rocks shewing beds of lime aud sand-
stone which hiad been 1aid down by water, but had been modifed by sub-
sequent changes. [Applause.] The knowledge of this, of the age of these
rocks of their stratifled formation, and of thie valuable minerals, wére due
to Canadian research. They had moreover demonstrated the stratifica-
tion of snother set of rocks, called here the Huronian, whichbad always
formerly been thought to belong to the primary chaotic mase. Cans-
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foundation of their geology, as monuments to their attainments in geo- | lasted for a year or two; the members got tired of it, the meetings were
Ingical science. [Applause.] Coming next to the fogsiliferous rocks, | not attended, and it was broken up. Some slight collections made by
Cauadian science had there done so much that ho could not attempt to | it, however, formed o germ for the subsequent organization of the Natu-

go over the ground In the Trenton limestonces, a Canadian had brought | ral History Socicty, which commenced its operations in the year 182
to light those beautifut gtone lilies which had grown in groups or furests | the 12th of May. To give it stability, it wag determined that one of the

beneath the sea. Their Anticosti too had furnished the world with new
light in geology—filling up what had been a gap between the Lower
and Upper Silurian groups with many hundreds of fect, tceming with
remains of ancient life. Again, while in tho United States they had
been talking of fucoids and trying to give names to fragments of plants,
which they had found stranded atmong their strata, tho President of the
Canadian Geological Survey had shewn that they bad been dealing
merely with rootlets of a plant which belonged to the Devonian period
in all it course from its beginning to its end  This was another point
1a which in Canada they were fur in advance of other geologists, These
were certainly most encouraging steps in the progress of Geological
investigation—~and those he had mentioned were notall. If ho turned to
the cconomical results of their survey—for we must go to the goil or to
the rocks for our economic materials everywhere and .lvays—he felt
bound to say that they had done more than all the United States natu-
ralista put together. [Applause.] They had notin any of the U. S. col-
lections such an amount of cconomic material as they bad collected here
in Montreal. If Lie were capable of jealousy in such a watter, ko would
be dreading that Capada in a fow years would distance them on the
otherside. In the lessons he received as a school buy, 25 or 30 years
ago, he was taught that Canada was almost a wilderness, and thatit
was principally krown for its exports of lumber and fur. { Laughter.} If,
30 years ago, Canada was only known for her lumber and furs, 1n 1851
and 1855 she was known for something else, the recurds of the London
and Paris Exhibitions shewing that she was there known for the abun-
dance of her economic resources. He felt warraanted 1nsaying that during
the last fifteen years no state or country on tlus or on the other side of
the Atlantic, had made more rajid prugress in scientic 10vestigations
tiian Canada had done, during that time. After sorue further remarks,
in which he again urged the importance of siill further augmentiug the
Society’s Collection, the learncd Professor resumed his seat amudst loud
applause.

The Hon, Mr. Chauveau spoke in French. Ile said it beboved him as
president of the Institut Canadien Frangars, who had just taken possession
of their rooms, in Little St. James street, to congratulate the Natural
History Society, on the rapidity and taste with which this noew temple of
science had been erected. Professor Hall had just paid hommage to the
efforts and success of the living naturalists of Canada ; He thought that
on such an occasion the memory of those who had in_their own days
rendered Science the best services in their power could well be remem-
bered; and this much more so when all that had been done under the
French Government was now forgotten. Mr. Chauveau then spoke
at length of Charlevoix, who besides fornishing in his work many
interesting details on the climate and animals of America, had oneof
its volumes almost exclusively devoted to its botany, illustrated with
excellent plates; of Lafitau, who discovered the Gin-seng in Cavada and
had thereby created an important trade between this couatry and China,
and who wrote an admirable ethonological work on the Indians of Ame-
rica; of Dr. Sarrazin, who discovered the Sarracenia Canadensis, or
pitcher plant, and gave desciiptions of that plant and of several of the
animals of Canada in the Memoirs of the French Academy of Sciences;
of Dr. Gauthicr, who discovered the Gaulleria; of the Marquis de la
Gallissoniére, Governor of New France, in 1747, of whom Kalm says
that he was one of the most learned men he had met with; of Pierce
Boucher de Boucherville, Governor of Three Rivers, who pu‘;hshed, 1n
1663, & book entitled a True Natural History of New France, of Mr. de
1a Ronde, who was the first who kept metcorological observations in Ca-
nada, and of Gauthier de la Veyranderie, thatfintrepid traveller and
discoverer of the North West territory, who gave descriptions of its ani-
mals and brought back with him that famous mongolian inscription
which Mr. de Humboldt quotesas the best evidence of the Indisus of
America being of central asiatic origin,

Dr. Holmes, one of the veterans of the society, concluded the soirée
by a2 most interesting and grapbic history of its proceedings fiom its
first operation, in 1827,

It dated back, he said, to about the period when Professor Hall was
heing taught that Canada produced nothing but Iumber and fors. At
that time, though they dit not make any very great noise externally, he
was aware therc were a number of men in Capada, who, though placed
in unfavorable circumstances for their cultivation, nevertheless fully
appreciated the value of science and literature, and who, though tlley
d:§ not devote themselves to this pursuit, yet derived considerable grati-
fication from them Qae of the reminiscences of his youth related toa
time when Griffintown contained but a single house, that of Mr, Robert
Griffin. That gentleman used to assemble his friends—and he (Dr.
H.) as & youth considered it a great privilege to be alluwed to be pre-
sent—to hear recitations of Shakspeare. Now, as recitations of Shaks-
pesre even at this advanced period and in the metropolis of the world
could draw large audicnces, he thought Canadians were not then so very
far back as Dr. Hall's books probably stated they were, (Laughter.)
They had even societies &t that time amongst them. He belonged to one
which bad existcd before the Natural History Society, and which was
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leading objects should be the formation of a collection illustrating Natu-
ral Science. To one who, like him, had been engaged in originating the
Society, it was exceedingly gratifying to witness such a museum as was
displayed in this building to-night. [Applause.) The Society met at first
in a small room, over a bookseller’s shop in St Paul Street, and remained
there for several years until their collection becamo too large for their
room. They then removed to a building—now thrown dowa—between
the Banque du Peuple and the Montreal Bank. They remained there for
from which the Sc-
ciety had just now removed. At the meeting at which the Society was
finully organized on the 16th May, 1827, there were 26 members pre-
sent. Of these there were now only three liring in Montreal—the Rev.
Dr Mathieson, Hon. Judge McCord, and himsell. There was one other
of these 26 original members who was now living in Upper Canada.
Whether there might be others still living, who had left the city, he was
not aware.

—Mr. Nettle, Superintendent of Fisheries for Lower ( anada, during
hig visitg of Inspection to the rivers and stations in the Gulf, was struck
with the appearance of large quantities of a very fine silky cotton-like
substance, growing most profusely on the occupied lands below. The
specimens gathered by Mr. Nettle were much admired in Quebec ; and
he forwarded a small portion to the Board of Works at Toronto. In due
course & reply wag received from Mr. W. Hutton, Secretary to the Bu-
reau of Aguiculture, stating that the sample had been submitted for
examination to Professor W. Hincks, of University College. The Pro-
fessor pronounced it to be Epliobinm Augustifolium, the fine showy
willow plant of our Canadian forests, and proceeds as fcilows: The
plant is as I stated ; it is often called * French Willow Herb,” and is
cxcesdingly common in Canadas, perhaps especially Eastward. The
substance i3 obviously far more valuable, as a textile material, than the
silk-weed or any other native with which I am acquainted ; and a suffi-
cient specimen ought to be submitted to experiment, in order to test its
quality. After ulF'it may not be 80 cheap, nor yield so well as cotton,
but if found less valuable for other purposes, its fitness for paper would
well deserve trial.—From the Quebec Chronicle. [Specimens were for-
warded to England, but the opinion expressed there as to the economic
value of the material for paper has been unfavoravle—~Ep. U. C. Jour-’
nal of Education.} \

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

—The pnorthernmost paper in the world is the Tromsoe Teumes. It is
printed at Tromsoe, a little island village of about 4000 inhabitaots on
the coast of Norway, at thres degrees within the polar circle, and is a
four-paged semi-weekly sheet, with only two columns on & page, about
the size of a quarto book form. The style of type is the Gothic.

—The Academy of the Inscriptions et Belles-Leltres bas recently illed

two vacancies in the list of its corresponding members. Mr.
savant of Berlin, well kndwn by his researches on the Egyptian language,
slnd th!é-. Max-Muller, professor of sanscrit, in Oxford University, were
clected.

—1It appears that a great grand dant%hter of Jean Racine, the celebrated
french tragedian, is taken care of by the Société des Auteurs Dramatiques.
She is a boarder in & convent at Blois, and in the anunual report made by
Mr. Mélesville, on the proceedings of that philanthropic inatitution, it 18
said that the descendant of the great poet shows herself at the same
time worthy of her lineage and ogthe kindness of the society.

—It appears that centenary jubilees of the birth of great poets are to
become a fashion. The Germang are preparing to commemorate the
birth of Schiller, on the 10th of November next. New and splendid
editions of his works with engravin%rs by the best artists of Europe are
now in course of preparation and will be published about the time of the
great german demonstration which like the Burns celebration will
extend to America where Germansand their descendants are atleast as
nuwmerous, as the sons of Scotland.
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