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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The following appointments are gazotted :
tlon. George Brown, to be & Senator; Wil
Iiam 8. Senkler, of Brockville to be judge of
the County Court of Lanark, vice judge
Mallock, deceased; William Ambrose, of
Hamilton, to be judge of the Connty Court
of Wentworth, vice judge Logie, deceased.

Mr. Moss has been elected for West Tor-
onto, to the Commons, by a majority of 508,
Mpr. Chisolm is elected to the Ontarlo Assem-
b_% for the County of Peel, by a mnjority of
248.

The King‘ton infantry school which was
opened about ten daysago, is now in full
working order. Tweuty-three caidets are in
attendance. Lieut. Colonel Jarvis is com-
mandant; Lieat-Colonel Philips, Adjutant;
Sergeant Ryan, Sergeant Major; and Sergt.
Smith, instructor.

A Poatal Convention has been entered
into boetween the United States and various
European powers, including Great Britain,
under which frauds upon the Customs
reveanes through the mails will be pre-
vented,

The XKingston City Council has siguned
potitions to the Dommion Parlumeat and
Governor-General praying for the prohibi
tion of tho manufucture and sile of spirit:
uous liquols as beverages,

A Muass meeting of workingmen was held
in Now York on Tuesday night of last week
when it was staled that thero aro 10,000
homeless man and women in that city ; and

that, out_of eleven Trades Unions 20,250

moen ate idle,

A carofully compiled statement shows
that the damage doge to shipping cn tho
1akes, during 1873 was $3,976,000, or nearly
a million more dollars than theyear previous,
and the number of ships lost or damaged
was 1,318,

About 9o'clock last Thursday night Mr;
W. B, Wood, Agent at Nushville, Uenn, for
Adams’ Express Company, iind his skull
crushed in and his safo robbed of $4.200.
fhreo of the men concerned in the affair
have been arrested.

The Pacific Division. 115 milas in length,
of the Northern Pucific Rajlroad was finished
on the 17th iast, ‘I'his complotes rail con-
nection between the Columbia River and
Tacoma. .

The Richmond Guardian states that dur
ing the past week, not less than 5,000 French
Canadisns have returned from tho United
States, and that hundreds will leave overy
weok for some time tocome.

About 7 p. m onSunday eveninga young
man, sccompanied by a young Iady, both of
Pembroke, were driving on the lnke near
that town with a a fine pair of horses. valued
at $400 The ice not being sufficiontly strong,
suddenly gave way, in an instant the team
and cutter disappeared under the ice, but
the young man and lady escaped from n

‘watery grave.

The Toronto Globe favours tho use of
the American line as part of the schemo of
the Canadian Pacific Reilway. The tollow.
ing isthe Globe's explanatin of the effect
of that policy :—** If this scheme is earrien
out, our nationsl enterprise, instead of being
the successful rival of the American Company.
competing for the Asuatic trade, whichis
now in its infancy, and building up the
Dominion as no other undertaking will do
will simply be the Canadian branch of the
Northern Puacific Ra-lroad entively under ils
control, dictated to by il relentlessiy.’’

Sir Garnet Wolsely is miking things
rather lively on the Ashantecs. llerecently
attacked tsem at Abrakampaz, and defetted
them in the mwost thorough taanu>r. The
2imes correspondent sums up tho fight by
declaring that the affuir ut Abrakamp was
the worst disaster the Ashautees have met
with since 1826. Not 2 single iife was lost on
our side, but twenty were wounded, len
slightly. It is possiblo the King may now
be inclined to negotiate, but tho corres-
pondent thinks that negotiations should be
conducted in Coomassie alone. [t miy now
be affirmed that the Ashantee inyasion is
over, and that soontho Protectorate will be
clear. In two montbs the second act of the
drama will commence, and in threo months
probably Coomassio will be taken. The
Daily News says tho mnin boly of the
Ashantees had attacked Abrakampa in great
force and with much persis ence. They were
unable, nowever, to stand against tho fire of
she troops. who weoro completely protected.
After two unsuccessful attempts, the Ashan
tees, numbering 15,000, fled in the usmost
confusion from their camp, laaving every

‘thing behind thom, Sir Garnet Wolseley had

roturned in triumph with spoils of war to
CapeCoastCastle, and tho excitemont nmong
the natives was immense, Tho Ashantee
camp at® Mampon has been deserted and
burnt- Colonel Eesting attacked the Asian
tee forces near Dunquah on the 3rd Novem
ber, andgcaused 50 much loss to thom that,
after a council of war, thoy decidod to break
up and reach the Pral: as best they could.
A correspondent of the Licerpool Daily
Post writes as follows .- **To give the pub-
licanidea of the amount of ;reliauce, that
can be placed in nativoFantee levies, I may
mention that during tho fight near Dunquah

that portion of the native levies which hap
pened to be under the command of Lieuten
ant Pollard, R. N., sud.denly became panic-
stticken, and bolted, Most fellows would
probably have felt inclined to follow their
tien when left alone under such very trying
circumctances; but not sv Mr, Pollard, who
coolly Legan to fire off hisravolver and fight
by bimseil, when some few of his men, feel -
ing n certain amount of compitnction nt
leaving such a plucky tellow to fall & victim
to the Avhinntees, returned, and thrusting
him into a hammock, ‘+an off with ‘him. A
ludicrous termination to what migit have
been a very tragical story; butl thinkitis
sufficiently proved the Fantees are worth
less as fighting men, nnd are only fit to bo
employed as laborers,”

<Tho Prinee of Wales hiag given 25 guineas
to the newspaper press fund.

Aclvices from Cape Const Castle to the 24th
ult,, report that General SirGarnet Wolseley
hed completely recovered his health and had
resumed active duty, Duting his illizess the
expedition was at a stwdsull, and move
ments hal sinco Lo dutlicalt owing to the
large number of sick. Tho authorities at
Madeira wero placing all the obstacles they
could in the way of tho establishment of
sanitarian measures for the British soldia:s
stricken with fever.

A Prussian ordinance, was officially, pri-
mulgated on the 17th, ordering that in fu-
ture all Bishops, upon their installation
shall swear to maintain complete subordina-
tion to the State and co-operatioa in the
suppression of all disloyal intrigues.

At the Mans:on liouse, the lord Mayor
sud be had received a letter from the Duko
of Argyll, rvespecting tho Bengal famine,
stating that things wore a hopeful aspect,
and that 1t was not yet necessay to open
subseriptions in England.

A society has been formed in Belgeum for
collecting all waste paper, and siling it for
tho profit of the Pope.  The sociely bas ap-
pealed to nll che possessors of * bad books,
such as the works of Voltiire, Rousseau,
Diderot, Volney and other destestablo an
thors,” Lo hand them over as wase phpér.

A scheme is being considered fos con
structing a railway to the Isle of Wizht,
‘The proposal is to run a railway - from Tot
ton, a station at the top of Southiampton
water, on the Dorchester Line, to'the1sle of
Wight, by tunnclnig the§westchannel of tho
Solent. Totton is aboat -twelve milas from
the west channel. - e

A tornado passed over: the town of Milton
California; on the 1Gthy destroying thie cun
tive place. ‘Soveral hiouses were blown away
foxn tiic foundasions, A number of je:-
x]mns were badily ‘injured. No lLives were
0st.



LECTURE ON SMALL ARMS BY LIEUT
COL FLETCHEL.

The third lecture of the winter series de
livered under the auspices of the Ottaws
1iterary and Scientific Society was given list
cvening in their rooms on Sparksstreet, by
Lieut. Col Fletcher, of the Coldstream
Guards, Ailde-de Camp to lis Excellency
the Governor General. The audience,
which was numerous, included several ladies,
ainl among the gentlemen present we
noticed Major Futvoye, Depuly Minister of
Militia, Lieut. Col. Powell, Acting Adjutant
(icneral, Lieut.-Col, Brunel, Lieut, Col
Wylie, Lieut. Col. Stewart, Major White and
Captain Wickstead, of the Governor (iene-
1.0's Foot Guards, Major and Pay-master
Wickstead, the Rev. I D, Phillips, Drs
Grant and VanCortlandt, Mr. Austin, Mr.
1. A, Moeredith, and others of the leading
1-sidents of Ottawa. The lecture was ofa
varacter highly

INSTRUCTIVEE TO MILITARY MEN
=n.lall who take an interest in firearms, Col.
Fletcher, from his extensive practical ac
yuaintance with every detail of his subject,
being able to afford the most complete
information and intelligent explanation of
iz technical and historical branches; his
experience gained while serving on the
Ninall Arms Committee appointed by the
tinvernment todecide upon the best weapon
fov the British  Army and Navy having
«tlorded him every opportunity for acquir-
i the knowledge which he Iast evening
tmparted to his hearers in such an able
momner,  The President of the Society, Mr.
Iiorburn, oceupied the chair.

Ihe lecturer opened his vemarks with a

HISTORY COF THG STEP3

tiy which the authorities came to the conclu-
sion Lo arm the forces with abreech loading
weapon, He observed that until near the
n:ldle of the nineteenth century very
hutle improvement had been made in the
ti-vlock used for many years Ly the British
army, with the single exception of the
substitution of percussion caps for the
urethod of ignition by the flint lock. Up
ti | the time whean the value of the cylindro-
craical bullet was discovered very little
nouble had been taken (o instruet the
trrops in firing. A certain amount of
smmunition was certainly issued for what
was ealled
YBaLL ririvag,”

Lut no aliempt was made to afford any
instruction, the apparent object being just
Lo fire oft 20 muny cartridges and have done
with it. ‘There was to a certain extent an
exception made as regards the * Rifle Bri-
gule” who were provided with a some-
what superior weapon (o the ordinary mus-
ket, It was not until 1854 that the
Eufield rifle, to carry the Minie hullet, was
sent out to the army in the Crimea and
even there Sir (George Cathecart's Division
was still
ARMED WITH ‘* BROWN wnuss.’

At Inkerman, the peculiar penetrative
power of the cylindro-conical bullet was
observed, in the damaging effect it produc-
ed upon the Prussian columns. 'Then came
the era of ‘“Musketry Instruction" as
established at llythe by the late Colonel
tlay, who encountered extraordinary opposi-
tion in his task, which, however. accomplish-
ed by the force of character which distin-
guished him, though unfortunately hLe did
not live to witness the full fruits of his
labors. From 1856 Lo the Danish war

NO GREAT ADVANCE
nimprovement of the weapon was to be

unsuperseded, but in that war the terrible
effect of the DPrussian needle-gun, which
that power had already had in use for many
years, was manilested; and here Colonel
Fletcher expressed his astonishment that
the Austrians, who were the allies of the
Prussians, dild not haye their eyes opened
at the time to the inferiority of the weapon
with which their own troops were armed,
and that it wanted the ensinguined

BATTLE OF SADOWA
to bring the vital importance of the suliject
to their conviction. In 1865 a committee
appointed by the British Government
reported that it was essential that the troops
should be armed with a breech-loading
weapon, leaving it to thesubsequent investi-
gation to determine what peculiar pattern
should be permanently, adopted, The
emergency was met by the Snider system of
converting to breech-loaders the rifles then
in use.  Shortly after the Government

orrerup £1,000 REWARD

for the best weapon, L1100 for tho best
mechanism applied toit, and £600 for the
best form of amwmunition, and appointed a
committes to decide upon the merits of
the patterns submitted for competition, a
member of which was himself (the gallant
lecturer). Col, YFietcher proceeded to
explain the stringent conditions by which
the committee were bound to decide, and
the number of desideratea to be considered,
All good judges held that the following
qualities of the weagon ware of primary
importance, viz:—Strength, lightness;
safety, flitness of trajectlory, accuracy and
penetration, ‘I'henthere was sorviceability,
and the lecturer gave some amusing instan-
ces of the dismay which filled inventors
when they observed the

RIGID TESTS APPLIED

to theiv patterns, such as the pouring of
fino sand over the lock 30 as 1o find out
the wealk points of its meehanism. It is
still a fact that muzzle loaders shoot better
in a slight degree, than breach loaders, and
the reason has not yot been discovered, but
Col. Fletcher gave his own therory of the
cause, e showed how the various iliven
tions, if they met one requirement. failed
in another, and explained how the ccm-
mittee finally arrived at the conclusion
that no one perfect weapon had been sub*
mitted to them, ultimately deciding to
recommend a combination of the principles
of the fienry and Martini systems, which
was at length the arm adopted by ‘he
Government and which
PROMISED THOROUGIH SATISFACTION,

It would be difficult for us to make our
readers understand, as Col. Fletcher was
able to make his audience, the advantages
of the new weapon, which he produced and
exhibited for their more complete enlight-
ment, alterwards illustrating by the use of a
carefully drawn diagram -the simplicity of
the interior mechanism. He then touched
uvon the trials of ammunition, and the
adoption of a particular cartridge; also on
the question of bayonet or sword-bayonet.
e observed that,

THE MARTINI HENRY RIFLE.
is cheaper than the Snider, being manufac.
tured in large quantities for about $10, and
explained how this happened. 1o gnoted
various authorities in its favour. It will be
inte.esting te volunteers to learn that the
new arm weight only about the same as the
short rifle now served ont'to sergeants. It
hs no exterior hammers, and is loaded so
readily that it is unnecessary for a sentry

0o
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even, except it special cases, to cairy his

ptece loaded. When loaded, by a sitple
lever the iuterior hammer is locked, so that
the weapon can besafely handled, Twenty
rounds can be fired with it in 48 seconds,
and 30,000 rounds have been fired without
any signs of wear appearing. The trajectory
also was much flatter than that of the
Snider, and that was a point for a military
weapon of even greater importance than
aceuray, which statement was fully explain-
ed. The lecturer proceeded to enumerate
by name the different weapons adopted for
the armies of other European powers, and
remarked that his commitlee, with the
single exception of that now chosen by the
Prussians, have investigated the merits of
each and rejected them in favour of the
Martini-tlenry. The committee for sub-
stantial reasons had not recommended the
adoption of any repeating weapon, though
the Winchester Henry pattern was that
which seemed most advantageous.  Colonel
Fletcher then touched upon.

TUHE MITrRAILLEUR

nemitirallease (he said the gender had never
yet been definite ly settled) and stated that
it had still to be proved whether such an
arm would form an advantageous substi-
tute for artillery, thought for certain speci -
fic purposes, which he instanced, it certainly
promised usefulness both in military and
naval warfire. The principle would at
all events have somo trial during the pre-
sent Ashantee expedition. The lecturer
concluded a most ingtructive and entertain -
ing discourse, listened to with marked at-
tention, with the following remarks upon
the eflect which the employment of improv-
ed small arms would have upon

MODERN WARFARE,

“And now, having very briefly described
the course which led, tirst, to the adoption
of breechloaders by the Inglish army, and
then to the introduction of the Martini-
Henry ; and having also shown that the
Continental nations have universally re-
placed the muzzle-loader by the breech-
loader, it muy not be out of pluces if I put
before you u {ew suggestions on the changes
which this alternation will probably caase in
the operations of war. [ have already men-
tioned how the breechloaders was first
brought prominently before the eyes of
Europe in the campaign of Sidowa, when,
notwithstanding the greatest bravery on the
part of the Austrians, they wera defeated
and forced to treat for peace in the short
period of about fourteen days, and when,
even in the one success they obtained, the
loss was so terrible as almost to render the
success abortive, On the conclusion of the
war, the Prussians, with their usual energy
and clear-sightedness, proceeded to draw
deductions from the changes the new ar.n
had introduced into tactics; and amoag
other treatises, a pamphlet published an ny-
mously, but subsequently found to have
been written by Lieutenant Meri, and called
the “ Practical Retrospect of the \War of
1867, engaged the attention of the military
students, and, [ may say, practical soldiers
of Kurope. So gieat was the sensation
created, that the highest staff authority in
Germany is said to have prompted a reply to
some of its more radical opinions. Notwith-
standing, lowever, the opposition which
the treatise met with, the ideas which it set
forth received confirmation from the inci-
dents of the great war ot 1870, when the
Germans, armed with the needle gan, met
the French carrying the far superior weapon
the chassepot. Then the Prussian or Ger-
man troops partly influenced by the ex-
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perience of 1866, partly acting on their mili-
tary inslincls, adoptod now tnctics and met
tho fresh requiroments. They quickly ro.
futed tho arguments that had found favor
witha groat many military men, that the
improved arms would give so undue a pre.
cminence to tho defensive, that war would
resolve itsolf into war of posts.  Un the con.
trary they took the initiative with bold at.
tacks, only in placo 0» manwuvring n
masges, or even in lino with skimishers in
front, they adopted an extended order for
their succesivo waves of attack, thus giving’
the men the free uso of their weapons, and
allowing the rapidity of loading charactenz.

ing  tun  broech loader to have fult
scope,  They instilled into their soldiors
the necessity of cconomizing their

ammuopilion, and of oclosing with the
enemy, not in :tho- old sense with
the bayonet, but in order to mako overy
shot tell from: their comparatively short
ranging tifle. In-theirinstructions they.laid
special stresz on what has been transiated
as fire discipline, ‘teaching their men (o0 act
individually, or in'small- bodies in extended
order with tho same steadiness as when-in
close order undor tho oyo of theircol. The
steady discipline and the instruction in their
prefession of every grade from the general
to the privato, and especlly of ‘the reg
mental officers, produced admirable results.
‘The French,velying on.their long rangerifle,
firing rapidly. 1ather than carofully, and
trusting to -the defensive, ‘contrary to tho
traditions of their army. and the- aptitude
of their soldiery, wore beatey ; and nlthough
many other causes muy here contributed to
their defeat, yet those here given, together
with the laxer discipline of the men and the
inferior military education of the officers,
were someo of the principal .reasons which:
led to the- success.of the Germans and tho
distruction of the armies of what had’hitheras
to beon considered the most military nation
of the continent.  What then do we learn
from thelistory. qf {his war 2 That with the
introduction ‘of {he breechloader, moro
stringent discipline, greater steadiness, and
individual intelligence, is required from tho
men, and more careful study is demanded
from the officers, cspecially from thoseof
the lower grades, on whomincreased respon
sibility will devdlve. If wo march with the
age in military as well as other matters, wo
need not fear evil resulls from tho introduc-
tionofthe brecohloader. The stendiness of our
Infantry which. Tins recently received such
praise from 'a French military writer. L
allude to.General Trochu's quotations from
Marshal Dugrand’s opinions, ivillstand us in
good stead. “‘he Herrible. fite for which in
old wars they hod been famous,will still char
acterizo them when they have to use the
new improved weoapons. Oaly wo miist
adopt modoin ideas m regird Lo tactics,
rememboting that Sglting in extended order
docs not mean Igoseness in drill, but rather.
increased steadincss and: grealer submission |
to discipline, and that rapidly andaccurat-
cly shooting riflésare not inténded toen-
courage quick and careless firing, biat ritlier
economy of ammunilion and'a desire never
to throw away=n .shot, . The men must be
taught that whén onco lanached forward to
the attack,.ithere: is no retreat. ‘They
must advance rapidly over the ground swept
by the cnemy’s -fire, the supports and re-
serves, to use the old terms, closing onthe:
abyanced line :ds it :approaches -the enemy,
filling up the gaps and .adding the strength
and impetus to the final rush, Ifso hand.
led, the rapidly loaded bracchloader will do-
much {o restore to the attack the advantago-
which accurately shooting muzzle .loaders-

had given to tho defence, whilst it will se.
cure 10 the Infantry tho pre'chiinece it hias
long held in modern armies. I venture
merely to throw out these hints, taken
mostly from recently published (Germn
words on tho last war, for the consideration
of those who aro nteresterd in military mat
ters, and who seelc a solution for tho many
questions which the recent charges in weap:
'ons have given rise lo among wil who study
military listory. [ do noc apologizn for
these remarks,as although I am addressing n
hterary and scientific audience, T know that
among them nre muny who have devoted
thiesr time,their onergy.and theic knowledge
to strengthemng the defensive power of their
native country by servico i the inks of
ber noble constituted firm, tho Militia of
of Canada,and consequent will be able to ap-
preciato uny romarks that I may have m:de
on military subjects.”

On thoe conclusion of the lecturo n vote of
thanles was proposed by Liout.-Col. Powell
and scconded by Dr. VanCortland it is
bardly necessary to say that the proposition
was cordially adopted. ‘The gallant colone)
briefly acknowledged this mark of apprecia-
tion, and then exhibited to such of the audi-
enco as remained the soveral rifles ho had at
hand to illusteato s subject.—Free Press.

TUE ASHANTEE WaR.

THE FLCT ENCOUNTEE,

Tho following is Sir Garnet \Wolscley's
official report of tho first eacounter with the
encmy, which took place on Uct. 14.—The
despatch is publisho L in the London papers

¢("are Coast Casrng,

of Nov, 19.
October 15, 18173, }

Sir,—I have the hionor to inform you that
a column— namely, twenty nine Blue jack-
els, with one seven p.ounder gun, one rocket
trough, twenty Royal Marine Artillery, 129
Roysl Marine Iaight Infantry, 205 Second
West Indian Regiment, 126 Houssas, ten
armed police, thirty axemen, and 270 car
riers—marchied yesterdsy from Elmins,
under command of Lieutenaunt Col. Wood,
V. C., and destroyed the dizaffected villages
of Essaman, Amquana, Akimfoo, and Am-~
penee. Iaccompaneid the columpv, in order
to make it plain to the natives thatIam
sont here, not to administer the Govern-~
ment, but as a general officer to command
her Majesty's troops, and that lintend per-
sonally-to take part in all military opera«
tions. I had resol“ed to destroy these vill-
ages, becauso I hid for some time known
that thoy were occupied by detachments of
tha Asbanteo forces, and that their inhabit-
ants were in.leaguo with tho enemy. Our
officers could not go to any distanco from
‘Elmina without be’ng insulted snd threat-
ened. with attack, aad I had tha best au
thority for knowing ihat tho large force of
Ashantees in camp at Mampon dreew their
supplies through theso villages. I had
summoned their chiels to present them-
selves at Elmina. They, however, had not
only refused to come, but sent insulung
auswers, to which they wero prompted by

lages and prevent any reinforcetnonts ar-
viving from Mampon, 1 carefully spread
falso intelligonco that I was about to move
with a foreo in another direction, on tho
night of tho 13th, and I gave ncarly two
days for the nows to roach the enemy.—The
ruse was entirely successful Lhereis overy
reason to believe the cuemy were complets
ly surprised, and tho distanco heotween
Mawmpon to Essamon m :do it impossible for
tho Ashantecs to reinforce Essamon in time
without pravious warning. As soon as 1
had decided on my plan [ invited theco
aparation of the Senivr Naval UfHcer, who
held in readiness the Royal Mariues and
Blue jickets above spocilicd, and landed an
offiver and forty two blue jickets at Cape
Coast, nud an officer and twonty blue jack-
ets at Elmina, to garrison thoso places dut.
ing the temporary abscnce of tho troops.
Tho detachment, Sacond West India Regt:
ment,embarked on board hier Mnjesty's ships.
Decoy, on the cvening of tho 13th, and I
embarked with some of my etff on Loard
iler Majesly's ship Barracvuia at nine p.m,
‘T'he IToussas were already at Elmina. At
about 1 a.u, 14th, the Barraocutia and Des
coy steamed for Elmina Roads, and about 3
a.m,, the disembarkation of the troops com-
menced,—Owing, liowover, to the stato of
the tirdo and tho heavy surf, the last of the
Royal Murines were not landed till 5 a.np.
Abaut half past 4 a. m., the advance guards
ol lloussas had marched off, and the main
boly moved at a few minutes past §,.—About
a quarter past 7 o'clock, after a march along
a tra i, whichat times led wusthrougha
swauy hoeo deep, and at times through
high Lush, we encountcred the enemvina
dense bush at a short distance from the
village of Essaman, and after a short action
drovo him in, omploying shells and rockets
to dislondge bim from the village, which full
into our hands at ten minutes to eighta.ui.
I caused tho village o be destroyed. .\
largo quantity of powder was found, together
with many guns and some Ashantee war
drums, indicating the presenco of Ashantee
war chiefs, and proving that our attack was
asurprise. A feww dend bodies were found
but the nature of the bush renders all esti-
mato either of .ae enemy s numbers of losses
80 conjecturai that I prefer to make no at
tempt to define them. Uur own losses
werosmall, but I deeply regret that our
list of wounded includes my chiefl staff offi+
cer, Colonel McNeidl, V, C,,C. M. G., whose
teroporaty abscnce fromy  the duties for
which lie 1s so0 cfficient 1s a serious loss to
the service at tlus time ; and also Capt, Kre-
mantle, R.N., the sentor naval officer on
the station, who was shot tbrough tho arm
whule superintending tho artllery.—After a
short halt we again marched at a quarterto.
ten, and arrived at Awmquana at twenly
winutes past twelve, This sillage was de°
serted, and I caused it tobe destroyed, Wo
werohalted on the beach, and about two
o'clock, after 1 had despatched the wounded
withan escort of native troops to IElmina,
left tho greater part of the Royal Marines
whom was anxious to spare uaduo fatigue,,
halted at Ambuana,, where they kept up
my communcations with Elmins,atd moved
with the remainder of the native{roops
and a fewvoluntcers from the Royal Mar
inos under commiand of Capt. Creaso west-
ward along the bheach. Alfter beingjoined’
by all the availablo marircs and blue jackets

tho Ashantees at Mampon, who tord them
thdt the Ashantees were more courageous |
than the English, that ths English would |
not dare to march info the Lush to attack |
the villages, and that cven should tiey do
so, the Ashantccs wwould come to the help
of tlié chiefs. In order to surprise the vil-

who could be landed. from Her Majesty's
shipa «rgus and JDecoy, we procéeded to.
Akimioc, found this wilinge deserted andt
destroyed it. Weo then continued the:
march to Ampanee, This village was-also

deserted, and wo destroyed.it. - The.twe. . ¢

last named village§ had been - shélled by- .}
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Hor Mnjesty’s ships Argus and Decoy for
some hours proviously. After this last vil-
age was in {limes, our ‘roops were (ired up*
on by a body of the enemy from  tho bush
wastirard, and some of tho blue jickets bo-
camo engaged. DBy their firo .nd the use of
n fow rockets we drove off tho enetny. After
I had myself embarkoed on board Her Ma-
jesty's ship Decoy, some ﬁrinﬁ took placo
{rom the bush, on the eastward side of tho
town, aud was roplied to by Second West
India Regiment, who drove the onemy awiy.
‘Tho Second West India Rogiment and the
marines, who wore bound for Elming, re-
mained unti! tho men bolonging to tho
Arqus and Decoy had ombarked, and then
marchod off leisuroly., without furthor mo-
lestation. On the road homo they were
joined by tho detschment left at Amquana,
and arrived well and safo at Blmina, the
Marines re-embarking on board lor Ma-
jesty's ship Barrucouta imwmed:ately. The
detachment of tho Sccond West India Regi-
men arrivod hore this morning by road
march, There were no women and children
in Essaman when Iattacked it, no: in any
of the villages whon I destroyed them. I
lopo thatl have taught tho Ashantees a
great lesson, shawing to them that even
1n the bush they atre not securo against at-
tack and defoat by Boghsh troops, and I
anticipate that tho vesult of this action will
exert & most beneficial effect upon the Fan-
toe tribes, inspiring them with new hope,
and go with new vigor. But no less import
ant isthe lesson T have my self learnt from
this affuir. I have been shown how litle
relinnce ¢ be placod on thoe best native
troops 1 tlus bush fighting, where i.isim-
possiblerto k~ap them under the immediate
control of Enapenn ofticers. The Houssas
showed undeniahle courage and spirit; but
their uncontrollable wildness, the way in
which they fired volley after volley in tho
air, at imnginary foes in the bush, expend-
ing all the their ammunition, shows how
little uso thoy are for the work wo have in
hand. Ido not doubt they will improve
under the teaching of the officers of myforce,
and I hope shortly to have them more under
my control, but I cannot expect ever to
make of them a thoroughly disciplined body.
I have, &c..

G, J, WorseLey, Major-Geneia®s

w’l‘ ho Right ITon. the Secrotary of Stale for
ar.

In tho despatch Sir Garanet Wolsely on.
closed a return of thecasualties amongst the
troops, marines, snd seamen from Her Ma-
jesty’s ships in action at Essaman, October
i4th. ‘The following are the names of the
British wounded :—

General Staff.--Colonel McNeill, V, C.,
C. M. G. (colonel on the etafl), gunshot
wound, left forearm ; very severe.

2nd ‘West India Regmment.— Capiain
Forbes, wounded by slug, right haund:
slight.

Royal Navy,— Captain Fremantle, gun.
shot wound, right upper arm; scvere.

Non.commissioned Officers aad Mon.—
Royal marines, Company 44, Privates
‘Thomas Walsh,gunshot wound.left forearm ;
severe. Royal marines, Company 10,
Privates W. Broderick, wound by a slug,
thigh; severe,

Sir Garanet Wolseloy. also enclosos o re-
port from Licut..Colonel Evelyn Wood, who
commands the troops at Elming, as to the
march on Esssman. Healso forwards a copy
of the lotter which he irolo to Captaio Fro
mantle, R. N,, tho senior naval officer.on
tho West Africanastation, thanking hix for
the services rendered by himseif anu the

detachment of Royal marines and blue
jickels from the sgundron under his com.
mind in tho operations agriust Essaman
and Ampeneo, the success of which was
largely duo to their valuablo assistance.

‘Three eases of sunstroke occurrod during
the day, two of them of amild form, “the
third very sovero, Tho last-mentionod suf«
foror was Willinm Dhillips, o privato in the
Royal Mavines.

‘I'he special correspondent of tho Tumes
writingon Oct, 15 from Capo Coast Castle,
gives tho tollowing iatevesting particnlars
of the fighting.

Caplain_Glaver, on arriving at Acora, sel
to work with his usual encrgy, lovying na
tive troops and opening negotiations- with
tho chiefs of tho interior. Tho most power-
ful of these is tho Iing of Akim, who can
put 20,000 mon inte the field. e came
down to Acors with a gun_flint in his
moutly a token of war, and said he did not
want any money or pay for hisj men, but
only muskets and powder and flints and
lond bars—for cutting up into slugs. A
fortnight ago tho King of Ashanteo sent to
Akim, his hereditry foe, & message of love
proposing an exchange of prisoners, and do*
claring lie had no palaver with him. but only
with tho people of tho sea. Suchis the
policy of Ashanteo; they make peace with
once peoplo when they wish to make war
upon anothet, but they make war upon all
m turn.  Akim raplied that if the King of
Ashanteo had no palwer with him. he vt a

alaver with tho King of Ashantee.  {the
our messer.gers, ho killal two, sent the
third back to Cvo nus.ie, and the fourll on
to Glover at Accra.  This envoy is now at
Cape Const, and asserts that the Kingis
marclung in person upon us, anl intends
1o take this town, or perish in the attempt,
fus principal object bewng to recover tho
vones ot his uncle, the late Iling of Ashan-
teo.

Itisa custom of that country thatifa
king dies without having been on the war-
path and tho battle-field, he may not be
buried in tho famly vault. The late King
of Ashantea carie to this miserable end, and
his pious desendant, Catealh, determined to
remove the stain upon s memory. Qua.
hoo Dunh was dead, but yet ho should go
to the war; his bones should Lo Ulorne
acroxs tho Prah, Ina certain batile early in
the present yeiir tho Ashantees, as usual,
gained tho victory ; but the Royal remains
wero captured in the fight,and are treasus~d
as a trophy at Capo Coast—at lenst gc tne
Ashantees suppose. According to their
religious belief, the soul of this unfortunate
Kingis nowa prisener. Far down below
tho earth is a shadowy land where the Xings
of Ashantee, vichly apparelled, covered with
gold, surrounded by thelr nobles, attended
by their slaves, reign ns they reigned on
earth, in o kingdom that shall have no end,
But ono throno is vacant. Exiled from his
brethesn, a royal spirit, solitary and forlorn,
hovers over its caplivo corpse in'the castle
of the white men on the bordersof the
sea.

Captain Glover has now gone on fo Ad
dah, at tho mouth of the Volta, and the
tribes on tho other sido ofthe river, the pro-
per left bank, aro nlliecs of Ashantea.
Through tho seaports Jella Coffee and
Quitta theso people, the Awoonas, obtain
munitions of war, and send them on through
o tribo called the Aquamoos to the Ashan
teo frontier. The arrival of Glover throatens
this trade, so both tribes have collected in
force, and a few days ago there went forth

a ramour that Glaver was hemmed in. Next

day all Capo Const was in astiv,  The Wess
India detachment which garrisons this town
has boen ordered on board tho Barracontro.
I went over to Government houso nnd ob-
tained permission to join the expedition,
whatever it might be, and was informod that
Glovor roqnired reinforcements, and that
tho genoral himself was going wilh them o
Addah. At nine p.m. Sir Garnet Wolso
1oy came dowa to the bencli, snd sucf.boats
took ‘us off to the sloop. f thought the hour
rather late if wo ware goiug to Adduh, which
i3 more than 100 .miles to the east, nnd ny
80on as we wore on board the truth came
out, Qur destination was Elmina, ‘This,
our noewest colony, is also the oldest one we
posscss out side the Straits of Gibraltar.
The Ashanteos havea c.mp at Mampon,
whicl is 80 pear Elminn that they can hear
the morning and evening gun. With gold
dust they purchase powder, rum, sand pro-
visions from certain villages near Elmina.
At times the murket women are s0 numer:
ous that tho camp presents -the appearance
ot a fair, Two villages aro especially en

gaged 1n this trafic, Amponoe and Emsa.
mau_ Ampeneo is on tho seashore, and its
people are fishers. They are alao fishers of
men, having lately captured and Killed two
sets of canoemen belonging Cape Coast
Castle. Two this village, the seaport of tho
camp smugglers br ng munitions of war.
But the Ampenees know well encugh that
any day a ‘* smoke ship"" wmay come and
destroy theirv village; it is, therefore, Emsn-
man which is selected as the Ashautec ma-
gazwe.  This villnge is situated in the midat
of n thuck jungle four miles away from tho
sus, llore tbe mmsurgents, driven out of El
nuns, used tospeak of building a new town,
where they mught ba secure from the white
mw: and here large- quantities of powder,
ruw, driod fish and corn were stored up.

Sir Garnet has placed Elmina under charge
of Colone} Evelyn Woed, V, C., a most ey
ergetic officér, who soon found out what was
goingon. Ho alsonscertained that & Ash.
nntee captain, with his company, wasre
siding at Emsaman. Oa these facts being
reportéd at headquarters the general sont
a messnnger to the head man of Ampénee
and Emsaman’and other villages, ordering
thom at once to appear at Elmina and give
an oxplanution of their conduct. If they
refusod, he would punish them severely.
The head man sent to the Aahantee camp
for instructions, and were ordered not to
obey the summons, Ampenee might bo
destroyed, but Emsaman twas in the bush,
and they nced not bo afraid, for white men
cowd not fight in the basb, Accordingly
the head man returned an insulting mess.
age, and Sir Garnet madé his preparations.
Ho determined to surprite Exisaman, and
thereforo kept ‘hi¢ plan. of operations a
secrot, In Capo Coastcastle it was known
only to three men besides jmself, in Elmina
ouly to Coloael Wood. <These preciutions
wero not saperfluous, for Cape Coast Castle
and Elnina aro full of spies. © Cape Coast
was, therofore, thrown ona falso scont by
the story of Addah, and duribg the right
policernen gaarded evary exit from Elmiga.

Only vegular troops were omployed,:and
tho force was consitlerable. As I mentioned
in a previous letter, Commodore Commerell
had left .instructions that the mirines on
beard the Simoon were not to-be employed,
except in defenco of the seltlements; Lut
tho'last mail brough: to-Captain Fremantle,
the senior naval officer, power to act on bis
own responsibility, aml ho.at once placed,
not only his marines, but nlso his-seamen,
at Sir Garnet's disposal, A cortain number
of blue jrckels were disembarlked to garrison
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Capa poast, .underthe’ commind of Lieut.-
Colonel Festing, R. M. A. Tho detach-
ments of tho 2nd West India regiment were
embarked oh board the gunboat Decoy nnd:
landed before our- arrival at Elmina.  The
niarines and bluo jickets. of tho Barracouta:
being stowed ig. three large troop-baas,.
ware towwed in nsteam pinnaca to tho mar-
ginof tho surf And wore got on shore after
somo- difficulty and ‘delay. This- was' the
ouly -part of the business which - did -not
work. well; however, no harm was done,.
As soon a8 tho men we. s landed the columns
wero formed, and at § a.m., the mareh bo-
gan, - o g

It was 4 clear calm worping, with searacly
n cloiid-in the sky; and na tho sun rose-
ubiove the horizon. birds sang sweetly from:
thobushes -which: covered the plain, We.
marched in single filo along. o foot path,.
which jvas sometinies.of 1ed clay, sometimes
of golden coloted 8and ; 1t onoe monient we
dived into.a thicket deop. and dark; and the
next passed out: into. green nieadows with
tall tufted .grass, and lergo white floyvors.
bathwng in sunlit dew. Buat then came a
quagmire of mud, black as registration ik,
and giving forth'an odor compared with
which the.LThames: at low tide is rose water.;
and , nevor, have I sgen, such abominable.
hawlets a8 the two through which wo passed
ou otte wiy. 'The eountry was at first toler~
ably dpen, and o could seo far ahead the

Houskas running along thickets and copses, .

to and.fro,.0n the right, and on the left, like

n pack of liounds, theic .officers, in Elwood,

Lelmets angl ehining while puggarees,plainly
to bis'seen, end always- well abead of their
men, One ontwo ghots were heard, but still
it wag.by no.means_certain that we should
find {he enemy. Wo had marched about
threa riiles, and I'wasbogiuning to fearthat
the day would be Blank, when ofa sudden’
wo heard .a tremendous. fusillade, and a-
strange gleeful -velling cry, prolonged and
wcesgant—tho floussas giving tongue, As
wo pushied on, wo found that the jungle was
befora t1s, stretching away on both sides as
(av a8 -the:eyeiconld reaeh. In the midst
was « lull,; also -coveped:with jungle, except
that on its summit,vas & cleating or.panta-
tion, Some men wero sgen  crossing this
patch. and Licutenant Eyre *‘dropped™ one
at 300 yards, wliicli probably astonished the
natives..A-Jittle to the right of this clearing,:
and also on tho topof the hill, was a village.,
'he general and bis_alpl, who werewell in
frount, pishied’ort with'thé gihi and rocket
tube;whigh Colonel:Wood took up a‘strong’
position in-the.year. The Ashantees and:
their, ‘p.ll'ﬁs_, as usgal, _gmgl;ye,d. flanking
mcticﬁ, ud for some time front and rear
were?'eqiially hinrd at war; but in balfan
hour tliey wete'drivén clesr away in spite of
tho thickness qf the, bushy. The seven-
pounder was brought. to bear on the village,
and Licutenapt Allen set some houses on,
firo with rocke%s, making admirablo practice,
Brackénbury and Charteris<were the frst to
enter.thovillage; withvsome “Royal Marine
artillerymen, while Crease ‘cleared the bush
on 1its right. Afterwards passing through
tho village, he saved & ¢bild from a'bufning,
house jand rthroughout the -severs mdrch
which foljowed, -the: Marities disputedss {o
who should * garry the kid,)' ‘Lbe native,
axemen did their work with . great, plucl, ,
and Captain Buller, who ivds syrveying the
road upon“thé march ‘hrd-a sldg Yodged in
his leather coripass ¢ase.. The first shat was
fired- at. Lieut. Graves, .aud lodged:in his
gaiter. The woumy %}pseq,py, the. slugs,
werg'as ® rild sli’ghi, ut Colonel McNeill
had a bad wound in tho wrist, similar to
those which aro caused by fragments of

AN

I'men fatigned. At

.shell. T'wo tloussas were shot in vital
parts, and have sinco died. Captain Free
mantle was. hit by a stug, which passed
cloan.through his right arm, but he went
“throtigh tho wholo day's work ; aml Captain
Forbes, of tho 2nd West India regiment, was
.wounded In tho homl. Much pralse was
bestowed on Surgeon Adwms, R. N, for his
‘skill and promptitude. At 7.13 the hoavy
firing bogan 3 at 7.50 tho village wis taken
and'tho cnemy driven from the bush; at
-8 30 the nssembly was sounded ; and at 9.45
the march was resumed.
1t is difficult o doscribed the human tor
‘nado which raged fora halfan hour over
tialf &" milé of Afcican bush. ‘I'ho enomy
ware on all sides, 'and the firing incossant
The air was all flamoe and smoke, and filled
with various sounds—the booming ol the
‘guns, the whizzing of rockets, the cracking of
‘Sniders, shouts, groans, laughter, the whist-
ling of slugs the Houssis chanting verses
from.the Koran, English cheering, and then,
as-the village began to burn, the roaring of
flames, éxplosions of powder, and’ blazing of
‘tuing. ‘The enomy fought “in silence, thoy
'offered a steady resistance,but were surpris-
odi and discomfitted, and had not a yell left
in them Their loss cannot be even ap-
proximately estimated, but must have been
severe. Amyong the dead bodies found was
that of a IToussa, probubly an Ashantee
slave, .
While we wero at breakfast we heard big
guns. We marched through & thick jungle,
almost with out opposition, to Ampuena, on
‘the beach, and destroyed that village, Am-
quena lies between Elminasiad Ampenee.
‘The wounded, in twelve hammocks were
sent homo with an escort, and as we had
already made a severe march, only volunteers
were accepted for the weary trudge along
.the beach to Ampence. As we.appronched
that village, surfboats camo off from the
“Decoy, and landed a case of claret, some
‘lockers of water, and somo bottles of brandy
for which wo wero not ungrateful, and tho
following officers  landed :—Commander
Luxmoore, of tho Argus, (having recovered
"from the wonnds reoeived at Chamab], with
Lieutenants Young and Burr, Staff'surgeon
‘Lucag, and Sublieutenant Sanderson, Form
the Decry csme Licutenant flext and Sur-
_geon Fisher, with a boatsswain and twenty
men. We found that two villages were be-
foro us—Akimpfoo, which was destroyed
without resistance, and balf a niile further
,on,, Ampenee, which had hoisted o flag of
‘defiance, On the beach in front of this
village,. Iay the corpso of some poor unfor-
tunate Fantee, with the head and right arm
severcd from the body. Ampenco was
burnt to the ground, but contained nothing
oxcept cats, bats and rats, which, éspecially
the last, camo out of tho flames in great
numbers. Tho enemy attacked the leat
‘extremity, and expbsed themselves to a
volley froni the blue jackets of the Decoy
which laid ‘many of them low; then they
tried the other end, but were again beaten
off with loss, and wounding only one of our
men. They had some rifles among them, as
‘we could tell by the peculiar sound of the
bullets.in the air, These werd probably En.
Selds. '
E(‘hoﬂeneml, would not allow a pursuit
into the bush, the sun heing low and the
? ¢ 4:25 he embarked on
board the Decoy, and I was kindly offered a
passage. Woe arrived Cnpo -Coast Castlo at
seven pom..

‘this affair. In itself, merely a day's skir-
mishing, it is raised to much impostance by

the experienco it has yiclled and tho moral

Tt us now consider what is tho valuo of |

effect it hus produced, 'The Fantees. are
rejoiced to find that the new governor will
lend them to battle himself, and they also
admire tho stvle in which he carried out his
enterprise. The attack on Emsaman was a
genuine surprise: thsnatives had no time to
removo powdor, their corn, their sheep, and
their ram; muskots anl drums and powder
belts wero found in the willage; n mothér
ran away  leaving her child Lohind, Thus
tho Ashantecs, who deal in surprises, wore
beaten at therr own cards by the whito men.
It was also o comploto dny’s work., Alto~
gethersix hostilo villages wero destroyed.
What was the consequence? Tho Fantees
are now willing to fight; they have gonfi.
dence in the man whois to lead them,
Secoundly, it is shown what Enghshmen ean
do in this climate. .If.thefighting.wassmall
here to the hieroes of Sebastopol and Indis,
the same cannot bo said of the mareh,
which amounted to twenty-one miles on
a broiling day, ‘The marines had been three
months on board the Simoon-without going
on- shore, yot they did the march in excel-
lent style. Thirdly, it is now proved that,
seven in the bush, tho natives cannot con-
tend with the Snider.

Of the fourth part of the work of the
Prussian General Staff on the war of 1870, to
which we roferred last week, the oorres-
pondent nf an English papersays: ¢The
fourth volume of the German General Staff’s
official history ot +ho Franco-German war
has just heen published at Borlin, The
period it (. \1s with is the German march
~upon Met, aud the operations boefore that
‘ fortress up to the battle of Colombez-Nou~
: villy, which occurred on the 14th of August,
The greater part’ of tho book is takenup
by the narrative of the march, and this ac-
count brings tho action of tho German cav-
alry prominently forward- The volumo
may therefore be looked upon in o certain
senselns an essny on tho duties of cavalry,
illustrated by historical examples:’”

The Trish Times understands that. Mr.
Glads tono during the vecess has doveted
much timo and atiention to the considera.
tion of the plans proposed for preventing
the annual destruction caused-by the (nun.
dations of the Shaonon and its tributaries.
There is, therefore, some reazonable hopo
that a question which has been sagitated for
twonty years may be at last satisfactorily
dealt with. ’

An alternation has been made in the man-
ufacture of the- buckshot :cartridges at the
British Roysal Arsenal, Woolwich, by the
subtitution of bone'dustin lien of piaster of
Paris to fill in the interstices between the
shots and to solidify the charge sufficiently
to preserve its cohesion. From the experi:
ments mede with the two kiads of bucksho
cartridges at tho targefs it.appears that
those in which bone'dust is used make
twenty per cent. better

{original pattern,

' The Mexican government is--engaged in
the work of re-establishing tho navy. Gens
oral Foster, military commander.at Vera,

, Cruz, has been called to the capital' o re-
ceive orders from the surpreme government

practico than tho

to purchase four steamersin England for the

navy, . Co .

Sir Stafford Northeote presided at the.

 general court of the Hudson’s Bay Company,
when o report for 1872 was submitted, and-

an-interim dividend deolared of 68 parshare, - -

The governors and comittea were ra-elected.

Mr. Baring has left. Lord Northbrook, the
present Govornor of Indis, one million snd a
quarter pounds sterling,.
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at the corner the words * I'rinter’s copy

sritten and a two or fivo cenl stamyp (ac
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) placed thareon will pay the postaga

" PUBLISHER'S NOTICE.

Tee end of tho present month closes
Yolume VIL. of the VoLuxtesr Review ;
and during the year we havo. made out
and forwairded: accouuts to nearly alt
oar Substribors-inarrears for Subscrip
tlons to the Rsvx w.  Some have
pmmptly p:ud up their indebtedness—
who will please accept our thanks—but
by far'thdTarger number have paid ‘no
atbehtioh to it—to those wo givo nofice
now, that if their accounts aro not set
tled hefore the 1st of January next, we
will be under the painful necessity of
handing them over to a Lawyer for col-
leotion,

Tue grest importance of training soldiers
to the duty of skirmishing hds alvays been
recoghized, but the use of weapons of pre-
oision, und long range have necessitaled ils
adoption- aé tho only mieans of succ ssful

attack; its tactical uso formeily was to cover

tho advance and conceal aa far as possi
ble the movements neccssary therefor,
as well as protect tho artillery; this is so
far changed that the skirmish line no
longer vevires on  the ndvance the
nmin body and  rescrves, but itself be-
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ro-imforcements ; and the fate of n modern
battle will depend almost or altogether on
tho pertinacity with which the skirmish
lino holds its ground ; and this will always
be in proportion to tho amount of training
acquired by tho soldier, the skifl of tho offi.
cer immediately iy command, as well as the
use of tho topographical features of the
ground for cover ana tho stoadiness as well
as cortainty with which the line is reinforced
from tho reserves,

Those oflicers, therefore, like Genoral
Maocpouaaty, who advocate incroased strin.
geney in drill and training and deny the
neceseily for revolution in our minor tactics
aro porfectly right, much more will depend
on training, in other words drill, than on
any quality of mind of the individual soldier;
although many military journals are atrong
advocates of what they aro pleased to term’
individual intelligence, forgelting that an
army is & machine to be operated atwilland
bytheintelligenceof oncindividualand there
cannot bLe any other will in operation
anongst the machinery. Lo this case training
to instant obedienco is the first great elo.
ment, the remainder are mero mechanical

operatlons which the dullest underelanamg,‘

can acquire by practice. ‘Thoe whole queslion
thon resolves itself into more constany train-
ing over a larger area than a mere barrack
yard, carried out with the distinet
purpose of adapting the fcrmation (o the
ground over which the troops are operating.
Amongst the many excellent places for
effecling this object aro on the * Proposed
method of attack in skirming line,’”’ byCapt.
F. G. 8. Parker, 5{th Regiment, which we
{ranseribe; omitling the dirgrams from No.
LXXIV. of .the Journal of the Royal
United Service Institution. We omit tho
~notation from Licut, F. M. the Duke of
Wartemberg respecling the persistent train.
ing of the Prussian infantty to firing fighting

g well as their efforts to stimulate apell (dis-
ciplined intelligent obedience) as' withont

both acquirements an army would be worth

nothing, and at onco introduce our readers
“to Aho gist of Captain Parker's schome,

u lll extended formations as yot intlro
duced to notice appear to me inapplicable
to the daily diill of dur army.” Qur regi-
meni{s atc so \veak whcn on the bome
catablishment that after deductmg the re.
quirements of detachments, guards,futigues,

| &e., itis rarely, (excepting during the peri-

ods such regiments are at the Curragh or
Aldershot) that a sulficient number can be
mustered for a really efliciont parade on the
present system of advancing to alternate
half battalions or of skirmishing with
the presciibed supprrtiand reserves. Ineed

scarcely say more upon this than that 1 have
myse!f in Ireland seen a head quarter parads
for many months average four companies of
single rank with only from sixteen to iwonty
men per company. At Aldershot and the
Curragh where these drawbacks do not exist
to such an extont, I have niover found the
men wall in hand skirmishing, as at present
laid down, the skirmishers getfexcited and
oontinually rush from one .extreme to the
other ; they open out too much and so
loso the power of quick concentration or
they ~rowd too 1auch (especially if cover be
frequent) and so expose themselves to artil-
lery fira.  The lina ofa single company:ex
tended is too great for the eye and voice of
the Captain to control, moro especinlly whien
awind is blowing and fring “golng on and
tho unity of, uction which is so essential be,
twoen akirmishers, supports, ana -eserves,
has to depend on tue intelligoncs of two or-
three captaine instead of on the-judgment
of one. .
“If it- bo sald {hat the system .
skirmishing in double companies and:the
general supervision of a major counteraot
theso defocts, I reply—Firstly, that the
supervision of a mounted officer coases to
be promptly effectual directly, the smooth.
ness, of a drilt ground is cxéhanged for the
ever-varying extentf brokeh woody or roll-
ing counisy ; and seoondly, lhgt;mo‘tfx never

work very well in double companies for they-

only hear words of command from others
than their ozon'compau Y oﬁicers, and in ex-
fended formahon it is of prime neoessxty
that the men should recognize the voice that
orders them. -On a regimental parade
ground men obey-the command of auy offie
cer provided his yoice bo powerful, but dur-
10g the excitement of a sham fight (and how
ntuch more during the aofual engagenient)
uniens the:tone be recognized the order is
apz to full upon unbeedmg ears.”,
It-appears to us that each section.of a
company skirmishing should be under com-
mand of a sergeant or noncomumissioned
officer, whose duty would bs confined .to
placing his- section in position, sesing the
nicn: did their- duly, anl carrying out the
orders transmitted to him:from the captain

.by sjgnal or whistle, or whatever mode

‘might be miost advieable, allowing twenty.

six files to a company (ssy fifty-two bayo-
vets) and a space of thres yards belween
esch file, the distance from right to-len of
the line woqlrl be say 78 yards with. the
captain posted twenty .ynrds in:the rear of
the centre, he.would'be within fifty yards of
exther extremuy aud’ could find no particu

lar dxﬁiculty in communioating with any ses..

tion of the line;.the Ak, sections: shiould
'be also..under eommnnd of tho ensignand
heulenant} both-would be énabled fo assist
in carryiog out the orders if in the ‘rosr of
their respactive ~rommands. We cannot

sea any difficulty Leyond the want of apell:

in the whole problem, and that want must
be supplied by drill,
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Captain PArger, however, has tho follow.
ing ¢ Proposed Formalion," from a battalion
in line, of which he says :

# The formation which [ would subwmit te
notioce has those advantages :—

1. It oan bo efliciently practised by o
siugle company as by several, by n woak
regimont ns by a strong one, and by ono or
more regiments ina brigado.

¢ 2, It babituates thio men to work in the
loosesat ne trell as in the most compact
order,

“3, It teaches tho company oflicers to
hangdle their men on an extended antd over-
varying front. Each company is under the
oye aud complete control of its captain so
that every advantage can bo instantly se.
aured and every disadvantage reudered as
nugntory as possible.

« 1" have given the manouvre from
the lino only, but it is olwvious that it
can be assumed with equal facility from any
column formation when within 1,600 yards,
or us much nearer tho encmy as the nature
of the country,&c. will nllow, the command-
ing officer gives the order adcance in coluntns
of sections from right (2nd, 3rd, or left sec
tions) of companies. Hevoupon 2nd, 3rd
and 4th scolions make a half vight tumn (or
xespoclively half right and left or In1T lofi)
receiving ¢ front turn,” from the respective
section commanders and advauce,

“Upou arriving within che enomy s firo,thie
battalion commander (or major if adyancing
by half battalions)ordars  Leading Sections
Skirmish)? upon which tho eaptain of right
flank gives “ Leading scclions from the left
exlend, inner scclions half right turn,’* at the
same moment the commander of rear (4th)
seotion halts his section.

« Simultancously the captainsof the other
companies perform the same manocuvre—
but with this difference—the loft flank com-
pany extends its leading section from the
right and its 2d and 3d sections make a half
teft tum—-tho )eadmg scaotlons of the other
compnnlcs oxtend from their respcchve cen*
tres and their inner sections roceive the
order * outwards half turn.’ The rear sec
tions are halted by their respeclive com:
mandersa samo ns the right flank rear
sectlon. ,

u becond and, third sections whea repec:
tively i Ju rear of contre of right and loft hatt
of sknrmwhmg soction,get from their section
leaders “front turn'’ and step short or hait
till the skirmishers are 150 yards ahead,
when they continue the advance,

“The rear section .of each company ro-
serves ils advance at 150 yards distance
from and covering tho interval between 2nd
and 3rd sectione. -

“ifhe two flank secticns on receiving the
order {o exlend in line to their outer
flank, the left filo in the ono case and the
right in the other turning to the front, and
commencing the extension when opposite
the front that was the outer flank of the
section before the extension.

“ It may appear at ficst sight a drawback
that in this formation it tho hoads of tho
columus of sections on the correct distance
apart (i.¢. 8 number of files) thero will bo a
skirmisher to overy two paces on first ex
tending—but in an actual advanco (other
than n very short ono on a barrack squaro)
such accuracy is impossible, and it is evt-
dent, and in the present caso it is intonded,
that the respeotive company columus open
out to irregular distances from cach other
according to the nature of the ground, so
that in practico thero will not bo less than
three paces interval, whichjis a useful mini-
mum and when necessary this distanco can
bo ceadily increasod.

¢ Farthermore against the pessiblo objec-]

tion the following advantnges aro to be
balanced.

#.q, Skirmishers are to be reinforeed, ro-
lieved, ovor-lapped from oither flank or the
enemy misled by a refused flank o echelon-
ed skirmishovs or sections.

“p, If advisable so to do live can be
readily formed.

“¢. Groups and forces of skirmishers and
and groups or section squaresreadily formed
if threatened by cavalry.

« d. 'Ihe front can Lo readily cxtended or

contracted.

e, A great depth (auimportant point in
an army which like ours must generally
fight & defensive—offensive battle) obtain-
ed with o minimum cxposure o artillery
fire.

s f. The skirmisher swarm kept well in
hand since each section is under the eye of
its Teader and each company will under the
command of its captain whose gencral place
will be with the two supporting sections un-
til the, whole aro absorbed in the skirmishs
ing line,”

¢ Nors.—1., Whenever halled under fire
tho threo supporling scctions should, asa
general rule,lie down.

#93 [n anvancing under liro tho three
sections should march in loose order, i, e.
with about two paces interval befween the
file.

¢ In this aud in every mode of extension
the rear rank man should invariably bo on
tho l¢f¢ of his first rauk man when ex-
tetrded, .

¢4, Skirmishers when re-called should
always clear the front and rear by the nearest
Rnk. '

¢ 5. Skirmishers should firo on the knee
or Jying down as occasion best serves, the
present system of running (o the front 1o fire
is bad as it ¢ pumps’ them and endangers
individuals in a long advanc® being shot by
any men of less wind and speed who must
lay.

¢ 6. Individual skirmishers should be
taught to forward only when they see good
cover twithin a remarkable distance (suy 25
yards as & maximum) the section comman

'ders giving ordorilalonger vush has to bo

made.

l

“q. For |erm|shmg “and outpost duty g
whistlo should be used to direct men when
out of actual eya-sight « r easy voico rango.
Thore have beea for many years whistles
conrtructed wierever tho wholo of the
buglo calls can Yo sounded; if this be
thought too complicated au instrument for
vough-and ready uso (though why should it
bo s0 considered) or any simpler kind might
be adopted. In the ocampaign of I8G6 the
Prussian officors provided thomsclves with
common dog whistles and wore them at.
tached by n pieco of string for thuse dulies.
‘the bugle is 100 Joud for sccret and instan
taneous direction of skirmishing scctions,”

Broad Arrow,in its issue of 1st Nov.,admits
tho failure of Mr.CanpweLL’SArmyRe-organ-
ization Bill to eifect the object of its title,and
tho Royal Commissien is now laboring to
efface or find somo way of doing 80 tho evils
called into active existence by the total dis.
regard of right and constitutional law ex-
hibited by the Whig Radicals on the oc.
casion of the passing of that measure. Our
contemporary 18 altogether wrong in admit-
ting that it was a fuiluro—on the contrary,
Mr. Carpysin and his colleagues effected
tho object they had in view, and that was to
disarm England to strip and leavo her naked
before her enemies, and in that cffort they
have achieved an eminent success. o an
outsider it looks supremely ridiculous that
an attorney at law should not only be allow-
ed to destroy onc of the best and most affi*
ciont military organizations the world has yet
seon, and to substitute for it impracticable
theories - but that he should be also allowed
to over ride the constitutional law of the
conntry and in doing so insult His Sovereign,
exceeds absolutely tho bounds of credibility
and savors more of the coup de thelre of a
French revolution than the deliberative act
of a peoplo guverned by representativein
stitufions.  Wo well remember the paens
of triumph with which the insolonce of Carp+
weLL was hailed by our contemporary and
the traversities of historical parallelism in
which be judulged during the hysteria of
triumph. However,putting all that aside,we
hiave in the article under discussion entitled
Purchase and its Defenders, a good -specimon
of Whig'Radicai honesty und logio as well as
undoubled evidenco that the great Ficld
Marshal CarpwELL—the Cromwell Mirabeau
of our contemporary’s laudation, has made
an entiro, muddle of tho British Army
and of the War Office into which his pro*
sumption has carried him and that his

|- friends are eudeavouring to kick up o dust in

order to cover bis relreatin the confusion.
Wo should be less hard on our contempor*
ary’s sins in relation to this mischievous
apd vulgar Charlatan and his colleagues
but for two roasons ; the first is thatitas s
military journal, has taken a partizan stand
in the matter of the Re-organization of the
Army Lo the length of being the apologist
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of that fellow's insolenco to his sovoreign
and thoe nboltor of bis ovor riding tho consti*
tutional law of tho realm to perpetrato and
legalizo an act of robbery, or if it is thought
botter of conliscation of personal proporty
in order to cro.te patronago for tho sorst
pucposes.  OQur sccond reason is to bo found
in the fact thal our contemporary in the
article under consideration docs not deal
falely with the question of Purchase, or tell
its readers honestly that its ubolition hLa8
only succeeded in making theWhig Radicals'
to squander money for tho benofit of their
followers, prevouted the Euglish peasant or
patriciau from entering tho ranks of tho
British Armny, and opened its ranks to the
introduction of a class of ofticers under
which no Englishman will serve, half school.
masters, half clorks.

The ingenuity with which our contem-
porary shifts ground is surprising, it is tbe
Crown that now ¢ felt itself fottered in tho
nomination of its officers,’” and not tho
Whigs. ‘Tho attempt mado in Queen
Aune's reign to take the officering of the
army out of the hands of the aristocracy
was made under Boviveproke's administra-
tion, and for tho express purpose of placing’
the army at the disposal of the Ministry in the
cvent of attempting to over-ride the lnw of
the Jand by changing the succession con:
trary to theAct of Settloment—is that an ex-
act historical parallel to theWhigRadieal suce
cossors of BoLINGbROEE'S unprincipled and
rsastrous policy. Happily in the former caso
tho people of England woro slive to the
consequencesand prevented the consumma-
tion of tho rascality, and we expect Lord
Juatico James's report will finigh Mr. Carp
WELL's carcer at the War Office,

Our contemporary knows yory well {hat
tho special corps are no example of the
truth of tho theory on which the destruction
of the Brilish ~my was effected, Engineers
or Aftillery men are necessarily artizans
trained to particular handicrafts, it could’
only be by superior cdueation that an officer
could get appointed to either corps,together
they did not form owe:fifth of the whole
army; and how was the rest to be recruited,
as special corps,better piy,moro comfortablo
quarters,and les moving about awaited thoso
soldiers than the rank and file of the battal
jons or the individual trooper: the latter
voluntecren or enlisted voluntarily to follow
the colors, becauss he knew ho would be
commanded by gentlemen who purchased
their commissions as an equivalent to the-
providing the rank and filo necessary to
givo them their standing m thearmy, thus |
relieving to 2 certain extent that speclal
object of Whig Radicdl affection, the British
taxpayer,froma part atleast of his burthens,
It is only necessary to say that Mr.Canpwere
has changed all this and the resulls aro
that Britain i$ without an army for the first
time in her history, and that a Royal Com:
mission is now actually sitting to dovise o
remedy for as our contemporary puis it,

o discontent therein—lbut  in vealily (o
oudeavour to find out and icmedy
what is  radically  wiong, which s

tho whole system devis~l Ly those who
have misgoverncd lho Empire; anl we
should not bo surprisod to sco a return to
purchase, orite cquivalent the duty of pro:
vid' =g the requisito numbor of voluntoers
ns much o necess1ry qualification as passing
a competitive exunination, in whish the
Euglish classics lirgely figure fora com:
mission ; it will bu the only salvation of the
gervico which lits sunk a0 low in pepular
ostimation, that even Mr.Carpw wiL 8 friends
the Whito Chapel gu'ter snipes will bave
nothing to do with it.

Whatever tho final result of the Tirginius
afluiry wo shall reap this much advantage
fromit: the country will realize, for tho
moment at least, tho ndvantages and the
necessity of having n strong naval establish.
ment, and Congress will assembloe in Docent-
ber with better disposition toward legiti-
muate naval appropriatious than it has shown
for vears, Within a monthso wise a gentle-
man as an ex-wember of tho Cabinet, Mr.
BourweLr, has seen fit to thus air himsell
beforo a Now York audience on the sibjact
of our naval cstablishment: ¢¢If you have
considered the subject of a large navy,
even without referenco to tho question of
war or poace, I think you must have
roached the conclusion that tho day
of naval engagements is over; or 1if
it be not over that for us, a pooplo
occupying a continont—30,000,000 strong,
withan extensive sen coast on both oceans
—that for usno naval conflict would over
sottle any question in which we were con-
cerned ; and after some refiection I reach
the conclusion that tho ability to conduct a
naval warfarc on the ocean, oxcept so far as
it may relate to coast defences, is not ol
the least consequence to a great power, and
thatfor the purpose-of protecting the com -
meorce of the country it is suflicient that we
show.the flag of the country in. the Mediter~
ranean , in tho seas of the last, upon the
coast of Alrica, in the Gulf of Mexico, upon
the coast of South America, for the time, in
iy judgment, has alveady como but if it has
not como it is near at hand, wher America
will have power cunough to exact whatis
just from every nation in teference to com-
morco without resort to f.ace. Thero may
bo other questions in which a naval arma
ment may be of somo coascquence, but it
will relate merely to our coast defznces,
and not to offensivo operatious in other seas
or against othier countries in other quarters
of the globe. Now, then, if I do not e.rin
this; it follows as & necessary consequence
that the°naval armament of .the country,
may bo much reduced, and cspecially the
size of tho ships diminished on which our
flag is shown in the different seas of the
olobo, and  instead .of an expendituro .of
$17,000,000 or $20,030,00) a year,1 look for a

expenses in that depa. anent of Government
will be reduced at least 33 per cent. 1
believo it to Le practicible to make that re-
duclion.?’ .

Such excitement as this which has grown
out of the Viryinius affuir, shows how
jmpossible it is for governments to control
the questlun of peaco or war, and yet hioro
is o gontleman who has served in our con-
gress during the rebellion, held a position
in tho Cabinet, and been for yearsin a

posttion to study our peoplo to the best
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advantage, urging as thougl the millennium
hed already coma, and a simplo Fourth of
July appeal to the *flag" wasg sufficient to
mako tho nations fall down in aire before
theimago of American greatness, and cheore
fylly concedo to us all that the most sonst-
tive honor might exact.

It is unfortunato that Mr. Boutwell could
not have reserved his views on this subject
for another month, and then prosentod them
at that meotng. held 1n Stoinway Hall, on
Monday last, when some of the very mon .
who applauded his wise remarks wero ns
semblea to howl for war witn Spain and to
cheer to _tho echo eloquent prophecies of
tho bombardment of Cuban towns and the
sinking of Spunish iron clads. Wo aro glad
to seo that our Navy Dopartment is wisely
taking advantago of the present éx.ilement
to put our Navy into better trim. et

The abovo is taken from tho Unitéd
States Army and Navy Journal and shows '
the danger any nation will inour from léadets
whose ideas of national policy ave of a purs-
Iy commercial character. Ropresentative '
institutions aro favorable to the growth of
such political fungias tho late ex-Socrotary
of theUnitedStates Treasury,mou whoseido
of national lifo and honor aro confined to tho
porcentage of profits gdined by the class they
represent withoutreference to the interests
of all other classes of the community ; this
policy o folly or by whatovor other name it
may be called, has béen and is - tlie

sole cause of all tho troubles ivhich hfl‘.‘;’ct'jw

the United Statos, her affiivs aro maniged
by a knot of commiarcial speculatods tn Lh.d‘u'
own interest, thoy forced on the contést ba
tween the two seclions of north and south,
they have been at the botiom of the pressat
embroglio with Spain, and they have létt
the country destitute of a naval force ree
spectablo enough to copo with a third ratu
Europoan power, -
‘The reform our neighbors need is ono that
will rid them of ‘the commercial niglit rfivre
which has hitherto wasted tha nativnal

strength undor the high sounding namas'of ’

enlerprise and progress—in reality maanuess
—and gambling with thé best interest of thé
people who blindly trusted to the loadorship
of mere commercial speculatofs, for it is well
known that the qualitios which mide a Jim
Fisl or n Jay Gould avre® more highly appré-

.

ciated amoungst our neighbors than tho3s'"

that mako a Statesman or a patriot—an.l,
such men as ex-Secrétary Bovrwett, will b,
rapturously applaudéd, have all’ the honots’

‘of the State forced on them by tho class’

they represent, till op some ocension liko
this of the Virginius the nation asvakes:from
tlio fodls paradise in which it slumbered

timo within ten or Jwelve years when our .L'o‘ find x!s.clf 1 L}xo prosénce of .nlnmu’:e_nt(
nment] dinger without any means of defence, and

must coolly contemplatoe the posssibilty of’
having its posts ‘blockaded, its mereantile
marincdestroyedd, and possibly éontributibnd”
levied on its cities as the vesult of allowing
the commercial class, possibly numbering

ono in a hundred of the comauity to plun-

der the other ninetynine. ‘
This very affuir of the Virginfuz could
only cause trouble to anation whose govetn-

¢t
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ing olass were ajlot of unscrupulous sharpers.
She was freighted with a lot of cut-throats
for the purpose of disturbing a legilimate
government and carrying slaughter as well
as desolation to the firesides of peaceable
people in order to swell the gains of some
sommercial swindlers in NewYork. That she
was engaged in no lawful traffic is beyond
doubt, and the Spaniards are acting wiscly
in refusing to give any satistaction for acts
done in self-defence ; she was a pirate and
nothing else, the quibbles of sea and Inter
national lawyers to the contrary notwith:
standing,and the Government of the United
States shews its disregard of common hu:
manity by reslaiming her or any portion of
her crew, '

That power can lay the blame on its com:
mereial subjects or citizens that have left it
in sucb a pitiable defenscless condition, that
t has not a vessel capable of flaating. The
Kansas, ono of its ironclads sailed for Santi-
ago de Cuba on 20thNovember, and is heard
of at Bermuda on 8th Docember, she may
reach her destination some time in March
what o comment on the preponderance of
the commercial element in the Councils of &
State. )

[ e ——————rl

TILE SHIELDED GATLING

The English having ndopted our Gatling
gun, are studying to seg how they cin make
it most effective in actual service; and to
meet tho objection that the men hindling
it may be picked off by sharpshooters, they
propose to protect it with a shield. The
London Enyincer recently pubiished an itlus-
trated article showing how the mitraiileuse
could be  thus protected, and giving the
credit for the idea to one Ilerr Sigl. This
has waked up Mr. L. W. Broadwell, who
writes to that journal from Vienna as fol-
lows:

Sir: Your journal of the 10th instcon
tains an illustrated article ou *Shielded
Mitrailleuse,”” which erroneously awards to
Her Sigl the credit of having constructed
the *folding shield” which he employs
upon the Montigny gun exhibited by him.
It there be any merit in the peculiar con
struction of this shield, an:l in endeavour-
ing to introduce it 1n connection with the
mitrailleuse. itis due to the undersigned,
and not to 1lerr Sigl, as I shall prove in the
following statements of facts: In 1870 the
[{ungarisn Government ordered some Mon-
tigny guns from Herr Sigl and ten Gatling
guns of me, for comparative trinls, The
migl guns had in the beginuing n» shield
worthy of the name; the front siles and
lids of the two axle ammunition boxes were
made of steel plates, 1he intention being to
raise the lids to a perpendicular position
during action, and thus protect the men
engaged in operating the gun. Belween
the axte boxes and bolow the nxle there
was no plating, anl consequently the pro-
tection was foun ! (o be insutficient. The
Gatling g uns were providled at the begin-
ning with # tolding shiell of my designing,
and consic iz of  three Bessemer steel

plates, thr, waghits o an inch thick, and :

weigling altogathor™ 210 Vienna pounds.
The middle plite was rigidly fixed to the

gun earriage and pierced for the gun, the,

other two plates being hinged to the middle|.

one—the lower to lift forward and the top
one to fall to the rear—both to the hotizon-
tal position—thus forming a seat for two or
three mon upon the gun when travelling,
I enclose a tracing taken from my Austrian
patent of April, I871. [ also send you the
blue book containing the drawing aand
specification of my invention, by which you
will rendily perceive that it is identical
with that employed by Herr. Sigl. To test
the efticiency of this shield the committee
caused it to be fired at with the Austrian
musket and regulation charge at the short
distance of 100 paces, The plates were
severely indented but not pierced. A Gat-
ling gun with the swme shield thus tested
may now be seen here any day, asit forms
Sart of the military trophy in the Hungarian

epartment of the International Exhibition,
A trial was made to test the compatative
durability of the two systems of Shield
during campaign work, [Terr Sigl haviog by
this time considerably amplifiad his design.
For this purpose the two guns were travel-
led over the roughest roads and fields to be
found in the vicinity of Vienna, for the
greater part of ten days consecutively, the
result of which was that Herr Sigl received
official instructions to apply my shield to
the Montigny guns ordered by the Hunga-
rian Government. Herr Sigl declines to
compensate me for the use of my invention,

| and as it is well established fact that in-no

singlo c18e has ajforeigner ever succeeded
here in recovering damages by legal process
from a native orlocalinfringer of his patent,
I have not deomed it wise to waste time aud
money in trying by a suit at law to compel
Herr Sigl o that to the doing of which the
most limited sense of justice compatible
with common honesty ought to be sutBcient
compulsion.”

The London Nuvy and Military Gazctle
classes the Gatling gun with the torpedo as
a weapon too deadly in its effszis to be
tolerated in theso days of Geneva couven
tions and international arbiteation ; a con
demmnation which will not, we imagine,
greatly disturb the equaunimity of either the
inventer of the gun or the Government
officials who hive adop’ed it. The waodern
theory is to make war so deadly to those
immediately engaiged in it, and so enor-
mously cxpensige to the nations wno pro-
voke it. that they will hesitate bofore pro-
ceeding to extremities long cuough to give
opportunity for more pacific counsels'to
previil,  In this point of view even a mem
ber of the philanthropic profession of
medicine, like Dr. Gatling, cannot be leld
to huve falsitied Ins principles by his prac
tico, beciuse he hs invented such an
efhicient pzico -persuwder as tho mitrailluse,

The above is extricted from the United
States Lrmy and Navy Jouraal of 29th Nov,,
wa cannotb give the Naval and Military Gaz-
elle credit for great porception if it endorses
a weapon which is all but useless ss a field
gun, the compnrison between it and the
torpeds is good enough, when motive power
or force can ba asplied to the latter and
range to the former they will both be good
weapons in their way, but neither will be
available to infinence issues which must be
tried by war; nor will they exercise any par:
ticular influence on the act itself. Such
notices will serve to advertise Dr. GaTLING'S
invention however.

We direct attention to Mr, TorLey’s card,
which will he found in our Advertising p1ges.
{le has decidedly the finest stock of Albums
Lo be found in the city, as well a8 a very
superior lot of Pocket and Blank Albums
and Scrap Photos. No better or more suit-
ablg Christmas or New Year's present than
one of these Albums,

T —————

Rewarp oF MEeriT. ~We. learn that Mr,
JamesWilson,of the Grand Trunk Battalion,
has veceived a badge and $20 from the On:
tario Rifie Ausociation, awarded to him for
the highest score at the recent match of the
county of Perth Rifle Association. Mr. Wil
son is a crack shot, and we understand has
been the recipient of many other marks of
distinction —Stratfoad Beacon,Deé. 5th, '3,

News of [[. M.’s ship Rifleman has been
received, from which it appears that she left
Gwaduar on Seotember 5, arriving at Char-
bar on the 6th, where she was sent to bene-
fit the heilth of the officers and crew, of
whom twenty-six were on the sick list,
chiefly fever cases. Ou the morning of the
8th she left Charbar for Gweltor, to inter-
cept His Ilighoess Synd Abdool Azez. who
was reported abont to embark in a dhow
for the Arab coiast, where he intended to
raise a rebellion against the present Imaum
of Mascat. Arriving at Gwelter, September
9th, it was found that the prince had sue-
ceeded in leaving the coast. about thirty
hours previously. . I'ne Riflemanimmediately
steamel aoross to Ras-el-Hed, whero, on
September 12, she ciptured the Prince and
eleven of his followers, all armed. six miles
from the shore. The Rifleman then pro.
ceeded to Muscat with the Prince, and
nrrived there on September 14, On the
16th September Ilis Iighness was transfer-
rad to the Columbine, which vessel taok
him to Kurrachee, apd handéd him over to
the Indian Government authorities. The
Riftemanleft Muscat again on September
19, for Charabar, and arrived at that port on
the 26th. During the tirst week in Octo-
ber. it was understood that shoe would pro-
ceed up tho Persian Gulf. We are sorry to
learg that tho ship, although especially
fittod for the Persian Gualf, has been véry
unhealthy, having had [ifty cas2s of fever
out of a crew of seventy-iour white people.
The Columbine is still at Carrachee.

Broad Arrow of November 1 says; ““The
steamer Lilian, which is being lsden with
all despatch at the Woolwich arsenal with
stores for the Gold Coast. by . gaugs of men
working day and night, has had alarge
figure of ¢ 4 ' painted on her bows,and quar-
ter, as she is the fourth of thé transports
specially chartered for the expedition. She
takes out, among other things, the second
locomotive engine betweon decks, amidships
with two long wagons or tenders, fitted like
the engine, with both flange ‘wheels for
for railway travelling, and broad flat wheels
for passing over roads. A large quantity of
flints accompany - the muskets,-to replenish
as have or may become defective, and
special ammunition for these ancient wea-
pons is being packed ready tor etbarkation
in the same ship.”

There has been a serious riot among farm
sorvants in the north of Scotland ; several
tenant farmers were roughly handled. The
farmers thought the men asked too Ligh
wages, and angry words woro followed by a
i general fight,
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T CHALKED.

How I won my darling ?
This I8 nll the tale ;

On tho broad Atlantic
Wo were under safl.

Wide ouls?rcx\d tho watct
RI{) led in tho light 5

Swiftly on the quurter

Hove asall ju sight.

In s onward speeding
We, with eyes intent,

Every movement hiceding,
Watched 1t as it went,

Foan it passed, and fleetly
Rosa darling flow;

$ To the bow ! crled sweelly ]
‘“Thero tho Letter viow.”

Lucklcss victim ! Smartly
Jack was to the fere,

Quick for fun, though partly
Bent for grog gnlore.

All absorbed he found her,
Lost to feo orflne;

Knolt‘ and deftly round her

Chalked o maglc line.

B{ the circlo bounded,

Vhat might set her free?

Coln or kiss 2 Surrounded,
Smiled she thoen on e,

Liko tho prisoned starling,
Caught and 1l at ease,

¢ Do,” she cricd—~tho darling !~
«¢ Do unchalk me, pleasc "

1 oboyed, und won her—
Mine to have and hold
In adefter circle,
Inaringof go\&. .
~IHarper's Bazar,

TRIAL OF MARSHAL BAZAINE

(From Broad Arrow, November 15.)

(Continued from page 599.)

TWENTY-SIXTH DAY.—NOV. TfH: THE THION-
VILLE DESPATCH.

\Vhen the court resumed on Wednesday
last week, tho first witness called was Gen-
eral Palikno, Ho gavo evidence respecting
the stta of his Ministry, and accepted the
responsibility for the march on Sedan. He
declared that after the 220d of August re-
gular communications were kept up iwith
Marshal MacMahon’s only. If thecampaign
failed it was through peculiar circumstances
which would not be foreseen. Gen. Palikao
affirmed that on the 27th of August the Ger
mansiwere completely ignorant of Marshal
MacMalhon's movements. He declared that
Marshal Bazaine's well-known despateh of
the 23rd of August was recevied by him in
Peris. If he did not notify Marshal Mac-
Mahon of it, it was becauso ho thought the
latter was already apprised of its contents,
On leaving the court General Palikao went
;:p to Marshal Bazaineand shook hands with

im.

It appears from tho ecvidenco of several
olher witnesses that it was possible to enter
Metz up to the 22nd of August. Many of
theso wilnesses had given proofs of great
courage, and tho Duko d’Aumale congratu-
lated them ontheir patriotism.

M. Larry, chief physician of the Army of
of tho Rhinc, and tho Abbé Métairie, chief
military chaplain, also gave evidence, but
rothing fresh was clicited.

TWENTY-SIXTH DAY.—XOV, 7Tl : THE THION-
TILLE DESPATCIL

As the court had adjourned over Thursday,
it resumed its sitting today. The first
witness called was M, Lallement, who de-
posed that on tho 27th of August ho was
the bearer of an jmportant despalch from
Thionville, which he handed on the 29th to
Colonel d'Arc and General Beurman,

Boetmann gave confirmatory ovidence,
slating that ho met M.Lallement in a rail-
way train. M. Boefmann was tho bearer of

his family.

M. Hulme deposed that on _the 29th ho
convoyed a despatch to the Emperor, and
subsequently to Marshal MacMahon, which
had been brought from ‘Thionville by M.
Iallement. A written deposition of Marshal
MacMahon was then read, in which ho stat
ed that he did no. rocolleot the circum-
stance.  Other witnesses.howover,wero call-
cd, who conlirmed M. llulme’s ovidence.

The examation of witnesses bolonging to
the fourth category was then commencod—
namely, relating to tho military operations
under the walls of Metz up to the Ist of
September. General Coflinieres gavo ovi-
dence, and stated that hie considered the pro-
per part for the army to play was to rémain
in Metz and threaten the encmy’s communi.
cations, but that more energefic action
was necessary than that wbich had been dis-
played. ‘

TWENTY-SEVENTII DAY.—NOV. STH: THE AL-
LEGED DESPATCH OF ATGUST 23nD.

Marshal Cansobert having been recalled,
declared that Colonel Lewal spoketo him
about the advance of the army of Chalous,
adding that to tho best of his belief no
despatch arrived on the 23vrd of August, and
that Marshal Bazaine never montioned any
thing about Marshal MacMalion’s advanco in
the council ofwar held on the 26th of August

Marshal Loboouf corroborated Marshal Can-

robeit’s atatement, and declared that there
was always a good supply of ammunition.
General Ladmirault gave evidenco to the
samo cifect.
Wilh reference to this day’s sitting the
correspondent ot tho Zimes has sinco writ-
ten :—*“Tho principal point was that, on
the 22nd of August, after receving Bazain's
despatch of the19th,MacMahon had writlen
the following despatclies :—

¢« Marshal Aachon to the General Com-
manding Verdup.

“¢To tho Chief Commander of Mont
médy.

#¢To the Mayor of Longuyon.

“¢Send this very important despatch to
Marshal Bazaine. Sendit him by fivo or six
messengers, to whom you wul pay for ful-
filling the mission the necessary sums,
horwever considerablo they may be.”? -

183 a4 MacdMalion o Bazine.

¢t suReceived your despatch of the 19th.
I am at Rheiws: I am marchingin the direc
tionof Montmedy, The dayafter to-morrow
Ishall be on the Quéne, whence I shall
operate according to circumstances to come
to youraid,"”?

¢ Now, the-first question to be elucidated
is this—Did Bazaine reccive that despatch
beforo the 26th of August, or did henot?
Wo must. in the first place, state that Mac.
Mabon, in all probability, sent offtho de
patchon the 2und by telegraph for Mont
médy, Longuyon, and Verdun. From those
threo points Metz is reached in a few hours
—in aday ut most. On tho 22ud it was easy
{0 enter Metz. Bazaine maintains thal he
received the despatch on the 29th.  Colone!
d'Andlau, Major Samuel, Colonol Lewal, and
several others alirm.that the despatel was
handed to him on the #3rd at noon. Now,
on the 26tb, after a bard day’s fighting, all
the commanders of army corps, all the gen-
erals commanding in chicf, Marshal Can-

Marshal Leboouf, &c., wero convoked in
council at the Farm of Grimont. There
Bazaing held long conferences with them
on thestuation of the forts of Melz, thostale

of supplics, andon athousaud olher thiegs,

a despatch from Marshal Baznine hx Metz to

robert, Genetals Frossard aud Ladmirault,;

and tho conclusion was that thoy should
still remain somo time longer beneath
tho sheltor of tho walls of Motz, But when
theso generals are asked whether thoy knew
anything of MacMahon's dospatch of the
22nd, somo, like Canrober!, answer in pic-~
turesque language ; others in solemn tones
like Lobauf, each, to be brief according to
his humour, that they wero entirely iguor-
ant of its oxistenco.

¢ ITero is what Canrobert says on thd sube
Ject :—*After tho battles of tho I6th and
and 1Sth tho morale of the soldiers was
slightly cast down; but we did our best to
restoroit. It has beon protended that we
knew that Marshal MacMahon was marching
towards us; that is not possible, Indeed, I
remember that one day Colonel Lowal, who
tas my aid-de camp during the campaignin
Italy, said to me that it was much $o be ro-
gretted that we have not suuceeded in our
march forward, becauso wo should have
lent ahand to Marahal MacMahon's army
which was coming to our help. Ianswver~
ed, 0D, Colonel, that is not true; 1 don't
believe a word of it.” Wo did not even
linow that Marshal MacMahon had an army.
Later that conversation came into my mind
again, and 1 remembered that Colonel
Lewal had given me to understand that the
marshal knew that MacMalon's corps was
coming to our help, That worried me,
and when I met Marshal Bazaine during
our captivity at Cassel I delermined {o havo
an explanation with him. o was nolonger
my chief. Icould then-speak- freely with
him., Iasked him what truth there was in
what Colonel Lowal had told mo. He de-
clared ho never knew ol the existenco of
Marshal IfacMahons's army. Col. Lewal is
a serious man. On the other hand,the mar-
shalis precise in his declaration. I remain
undecided between the two,?

“If, therefore, this page of Marshal Can.
10bert’s deposition contains the whole of the
facts that can be ascertained; if the mar-
shal received MacMahon's despatch on the
23rd at noon, as the officers abovo cited pre-
terid, as tho honest witness Maréchal pre-
tends, tho conclusion forced npon usisa
terrible one; for when General Frossard is
asked whether they could have forced tho
lines on the 25th, ho answers, ¢Certainly, if
wo had koown that MacMahon’sarmy ex-
isted we should all have advised the march
forward. Itis true it was raining., butit
was raining for both sides.’

#That is the opinion of all the gencrals,
if only they had known that MacMahon's army
cxisted, or that ke would lave marched 1o meet
them. Tho rest of the evidenco of theso
generals becomes of secondary importance,
AT A

—

The following official notice of the block.
ado of the Gold Coast is declared .by the
senior British naval oflicor on tho ‘wost
coast of Africa ; **I hereby declare thaton
tho 20th day of August lastiho Gold Coast
from Capo Coast Castle,.in latitude 5 deg~
6 min. nosth, longitudel deg. 131 min.
west o the river Assinee, in latitude Sdeg. |
S min. norlh, longitudo 3 dog. 23 min. west
was placed in a stata of blockado by a com.
petent force of hier Alsjesty's ships, and aro

now in such 1 stato of blockade, and thatall
measures suthiorized by the law of walions
an:d the respective treaties  belween her
Majesty aunil tho different neutral powers
will be enforced on behall of her Majesty
against all vessel whish may attanipt to
violate the blockade.”
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The Editor does not hold Limself responsible for
fndividual expressions of opinton in communi-
catlonsaddressed tothe VOLUNTERERREVIEW,

e

Stie—I have read with pleasure your
answers to R in your issue of the 9th inst,
with the exceplion of one, namely, the
4th.—with your answer to that question
Imust join issue with yours—I dont in the
least agres with you that the auswer to
this- query is that such a question in statis.
ticsis not known. But as Canadian Volun.
teersaro presumed to have Lrains asell
as others, about tho same number can
judge distance as those who are marksmen.
fNow; Sir,in all due deferenco to you, I
must bog to inform you that I have, from
my.own. observation, found many men who
are marksmen totally wanting in judging
distance, not only in our Canadian Army
but also inthe Imperial service. 1 myself
was, when in tho service a marksmen as far
as judging distanco went and within a point
of it in firing: Itis a distinct branchof
riflo shooting from that of being able to hit
the centre at 900 yards with tho rifle. It
must bo &aught, because it must bo acquired.
Itis quito a dilferent matter (o tho eyo
finding that tiie distanco between yourself
and an object, the distance from you of
which is unknown to you, to that of running
the eyealong the sights of a rifte and lnow-
ing the distance, UlLeing able to hit that
object. I have known numbvers of men, !
marksmen as far as firing went, who, when *
it cameto judging distance, failed of enler-
ing tho solect foww of the regimant who
were marksmen in both branches of mus-
ketry. !

Fake some crack shiot who hias not prac
ticed judging distance,and put another man ‘
5 yards from him, then 150 yards and seo
ifho will come within 50 yards, at tho long
rangs and 10 at the shor:. I foar not to
say he will bo far out i bath his caleula
tions. CUr take any distance you like and
not once will he como near.it. No, Sir, 1
don't fear in tho lecast tosay 1 amright.
It not only requires teaching but constant
practiceto mako & man a good judge of
distance, Why, Sir, take one instance of
hiow far astray ovena good judgoe of distance
may go; put‘adip inthe ground between
the judgo and tho distant object, 2 dip of
say 30 fect from tho line of firo and the
surface of ground at tho deepest part of tho
Hollow, and you witl soon seo how far astray
the judgowill be in his calculations. 1 got
caught myself that way once, but it taught
me ono great lesson, and.that was, not to
allow too much for hollows. Ono word
beforo Iclose, X wonld suggest that fewer
rounds bo fired during camps, for we go
-there {0 learn Jmonccuvring and haundling
menin large and amail bodies; allow each
man so many rounds ball cartridge per
annum to be fired scmo {ime between the

15th Moy and 15th Sopt;mbcr,',in :squn.d!s.

ol not less than 10 or {more than 20 for cach
target, such squuds to be in charge of an
officor who must l:cep the practice return hing-
self on the range, such returns to bosent to
thoe D.A. G's and by them to lead Quartors.
The returns must bo certified as correct by
tho officer in charge and tho Colonel of the
Battalion or officer in com:nandd of the corps
to which the men belong,
Yours traly,

Otv SOLDIER,
Dac. 10th 1873

Montreal, 19th Dec., 1873.
7o the Edilor of the VorusteER REVIEW,

St~ A fricnd handed me a copy of your
paperof vesterday’sdate,with an editorial on
somo correspondence signed R, which much
surprised me. As an old yolunteer officer,
and one who has had much todo with shoot-
ing aud management of shooting matches,
as also having had tho pleasure of teaching
(many years ago) some of our best match
shots tho wrinkles of shoasing, I was much
astonished. Surely you do not givo ites
your deliberato opinion that o soldier who
caanot shoob is quite as usefu! as ono who
can! If your opinion bo correct, why should
the BritishGovernment sanction the exponse
of iocreased pay to marksmen? 1. Again

“Riflo Shooting and it 1s to their exortions
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and cnergy that the success of eur Provin-
cinl meetings is mainly due. In our own
Province, Quebec, tiwo years ago I introduc-
od the systom of optional matches, Snider
against Small Boro, and since thon the prac.
tice has become quite common. A handi-
cap in which the Snider receives 300 yards
in distance from the Small Boro, is a8 nearly
even as possible ; the best proof being that
during the last two years, Soider in the
Optional matches have taken as many prizes
as the Small Bores.

6. The reason tho Martini-Henry is not
used against the small bores, such as the
Metford and Rigby, are, first, the poorness
of the sights; secondly, the badness of the
ctocking. Most of the Martini-Henry's
being so short in the stock ns to severely
punish the unfortunate firer. Vail, the oniy
one of the Canadian Tezm who shotin the
sccond stagas of Quecn’s Prize Match at
Wimbledon this year, 1873, wvas completely
disabled by therecoil of the gan.

7, In answer to this question,  What is
being done to improve Rifle Shooting in this
country ¥' I amsorry to say little or nothing
Wore it not thatit in most of the large cities
there uro a few men who aro fond of tho
rifle, and mako great efforts oncesa year fo
induce their friecndsand the public to sub-

in the present age a bayonet chargeisaniscribo (o Local and Proyincial matches,

impossibility against breech loaders.
wovements of advanco, would require to be
covered witha dense cloud of skirmishers.

2. Unfortunately, although tho rules of
muslketry mstruction are n the Read Book,
they aro very often neglected, and very
often unread.

3. Tho writer has =a  very lively

j recollection of being  guilty of **play-

ing the fool" in one of the laic Fenian raids
by throwing his sword into a baggage
wagon and carrying a short rifle. Themen
of his company were not of tho opinion
that bo was makinga fool of himself, or
that tho fact of carrying a useful weaponin
place of a toasling fork incapacitated
him from looking after them.

4. The judging distanco drill is a thing

that requires o good deal of practico and
time, and [ am sorry tosay Ido not think
wo could get many volunteers to devoto
suflicient timo to it to becomo experl.

5. As losmall bore shooling being ofno
benefit, as an ail to shooting with tho
Government armi, I would venture to
wager, ifthe opinien of any of the cracks of
the Dominion was asked, a very different
reply wonld be given. I might namo as
compeient persons 10 cxpress an opinion
Larkin of Nova Scotia, Blactin of Now Bruns-
wick, Thomas or Worsley of Quoebec, J. J.
Mason, Murison, or Major Cotlon of
Ontario. I can assert without fear of con.
tradiction that all of these gentlemen will
agreo withme. Further, tha class of men
who can afford to spond $100 to $200 ona
sma!ll bore rifie, aro tho main supporlers of

All{shootling would die out. As to Cansdian

Army regulations or General Orders helping
to mako riflemen, thoso who know tho real
state (not paper state) of tho g0 called army,
Heaven saye the namo,will know their value.
Six yoars, or even seven yoars ago Canada
had s Volunteor Army any nation undor
thosun might be proud of. Where is it
now? Ask the men who obiained commis-
sions for purposo of lending political sup-
port to parties lately in power, who drew
pay for hundreds of men who never were in
oxistencoe. Ask about s battalion whose
colonel sont inan outrageous psy-shoet to
his Brigade Masjor who refusing to coun-
tenanco so gross & swindlo by recoramend-
ing it, was thraatenod with loss of his ofiico
by ono who had tho power to deprive him
of it, Wero it wvorth while I could readily
explain why so few men of standingand
position now remain as volunteers. As to
tho Dominion Association no real riflemen
or rifls shot counld ever conscientiously
utter aword in its praise; about tho only
good thing attached to it beingtho secro-
tary Col. Stewart, who is descrvedly popu-
lar withall who are unforlunste enough to
bo deluded into aticnding its mastches.
The dearest wish of the writer is, that the
MacKenzio Government will seco fit lo
abolish the annual grant of $5000 to the
Dominion Associstions, I had notintended
writing so much, but my pen has run away.
Ag you secm rather savage with your cor-
respondent “R* I mnay state that although
his style may be flippant and he =nsksa

good many quesiions, there docs aot exist

-



ole

+ man in Canade wlis L the interest of

fle shiouting mor. at Leart,ar wh gives the
watter mure tune and wltention, e also,
I believe, pulls seus of the wiies in sevral
Riflo Associaticns and knows what ho is
talking about. I havonut written for the
VoLusiwnie Revinn since 1869, I think,
when Tused to sign nysell Rojal. I must
liowever,deny any knowledge of “R's™ lettar
beyond sceing it in print.
T am, yours truly,
Rovau.

1 the Edctor of the Vorusteer REviEw.

Sie—I havo read some remarkable stato
ments in your last issue, in answer to some
enthususstic rifleman, who has eyideatly
taken 1a hand a weapon he kuew but little
of. I would be glad to hear sumething more
on the subject.

You say ** the saldiers that can ¢ shoot is
often more useful than the indiridual who
can?"? Ioaving out the question of gram
mar, cin you givo some cxamples of ¢ .perit
ority ?

liow would you manage a bayonet charge
through a stump field or a bit of busb,such
a3 are comwmnon in this country ?

How do you know only .sixty per cent of
riflo fiullets are effestive 2 ¢ Drawn Bullets”
I never heard of, but for stecel barreled
rifles somo of my men have a great fancy.

I do not know how it may be withothers,
but my men would be zone thefworse of being
taught to *judge distance.”

- Yours truly,
Ax Exquiren.
Mo:risburg, 15th Dec., 1873.

THINKING SOLDIERS.

‘The Review affords its ré:\dels, in an ex’
tract from Bfoad Arrorw, an article under
this head, in which tho nuthor boldly pa-
rades Lis representative men, Mesars Atkins
and Smith in contradistinction toa phiantors,
whichhio invests with a “local habilation an<
anamoe,’’in the “inontnlly ircn bouad soldier
of the regime.””  These {ypical heroes—as a
rosult of their * thinking''—posscss the
astounding perspicacity of actually detecling
the weakness of their ssrgeant major, in
shirking the necessity of a salute o a super-
or. If this is tho roquisits intellectual
guagoe for tho indispensablo ¢ thinking™'
soldier, then, it is maintatned their prede
cessors, of tho old regime, ventured upon a
highor ¢cxerciso of an iron bound inteliect,
and cvinctd an infallibility. indiscriminating
between the gentleman and snob, tho latler
character being— asa rule—tho first-horn of
asuccessful tradesmen.  No military discip-
lino can hind or fotler tho mosal nature of
masn, and that of tho old scliool, never at-
tompted impossibilities, nor sought to stul.
tily itsclf with othical subiltics, but enforced
and demnded iroplicit obedience, as the
sine qua son of its discipline. Crochiets and
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theories upon mental cullure may deceive
oramuse, but can never substitale this in

despensable to all military organization
Soldiers do, and 1nast think, bat were they
permitted to act upon -the suggestion of
their reflections, who cannot see the inevita:
blo confusion  worse confounded. Then,
where the uso of, and how utilizs these Jdeep
thinkingmen ?  Now, as the army is not
likely to absorb the leterati of the kingdom,
and thore being no defined educational pro-
cess for this indispensable, to modern war-
fare, tograduato through, the problem nust
be permitted to restore itself into its natural
prosaic conditions. Take any given number
of men under identical training, and the
dolt, the average, and smart soldier will
severally present themselves; but in no
strictly caleulable proportion, nature or ap-
titude settles that, Yet tho aggregate can
be moulded into good soldiers under able,
efficient and gentlemanly officers.

In conclusion, I am constrained ‘o ob-
serve, thut an ungenerous, carping, and
often ignorant criticism of the old regime, is
but a dubious warrant for perfeclion on the
new—if some adopted innovations can claim
that distinction—and would remind those
passionate critics, that it is the traditional
-fame of the old army, which sheds a halo of
invincibility arcund that of to day ; and,that
to the indomitable courage =and reckless
daring of the unthinking soldier, tho British
Army is indebted for what prestige it con
tinues to retain.

SasrEUR.

New Hamburg, 17th Dec., 1373.

The Jewwish Chronicle asks that pecrages
should be conferred on two distinguished
members of the IHebrew community, Sir
Moses Montefiore and Baron Lionel Roths.
child.

A Government return gives the total
number of emigrants from Ireland during
the first ten months of tho present yearas
83,287 persons.  Up to  ~tober 31, 1573,
ugpwards of 2,247,883 persons cmugrated
from Ireland sinco May, 18351,

Froma return just issued it appears that
during tho last twelve yerrs England has
xp2andol asum cqual to 32,616,934 upon
coast fortifications, distributed for tho most
part at Portsmouth, Plymouth, Peortland,
Pembroke, Sheerness, Dover, Gravesend,
Chatham and Cork.

Advices from Capc of Goo:l Hopo the 17th
November roport that disturbances have oc*
curred near Natal. A band of natives, lod
by their own cliefs, a 1 comumitting many
excesses.  Tho Governmont have sct tho
volunteers against them. A son of thoe Col-
onial Sceretary of Natal twras killed in the.
1ate skirmish,

A telegram from Singporo: says tho body
of Dutch {roops, under the command of
General Van Sweiten which lately landed on
the coast of Acheen havo had an engage-

General Garcia at the head of 2.000 men
has defeated n Spauish culumn, and also
capturod somo large fortifications, making

irisoners of the ontira garrison, without
firing o singlo shot,

Engl:mi has asked [I'rance to co-operate
with her In instituting an iavestigation of
the Villo du Havroe Jdisaster, effering to pay
all exponses of witnesses. France cordially
accopts, and promises the investigating shail
bo searching and complete.

The dangers to be encounterod on:the
west coast of Africa may-le estimeteddrom
the fact that out of the 110 officers and:men
of the marines who embarked in England a
faw months since, only six have been abie
to remain on that station.

A special despatch from Berlin to the
London Zimes says that in consequence of
the formation of fortificd camps at Belfart,
Besancon, and Verdun, Prussia will increase
her military reserves. ‘Tho Féderal Coiineil
has ordered the distribution among’ the
States of the German Empire of another
installment of the French war indemuity
amounting to 20,000,000 thalers.

.The Flying Fisk,another of the unarmered
composite screw sloops, of which class a
number have been sent afloat from the var-
ious English dock yards during the past
year, was launched from the Chatham
(England) dock-yard on thc SthNov. The
building of this vessel was vory rapid, as the
authorities were anxious to get hor complet
ed and ready forsen.

The Sedwick memorial fund has nearly
reached the aplendid total of} £10,000.
This amount includes £1,000 from " the
Duke of Devonshiro, £500 from Professor
Selwyn, and 100 guiness from the Princo of
Wales, ’

There aro only four old Prussian colors
remaining in France, with tho exception of
two old flags fon the grave of Napoleon I.
To this number must Lo added the Prussian
cavalry standards, which aro in tho groups
of colors of the Second battalion of thoSixty
fiest regiment of infantry, which wero lost
at Dijon during the last war. A1l other
Prussian trophics xhich were formerly in
the possession of the French were either ro-
taken by the Prussians in 1814, or, as the
French say, burned together with all tho
colors keptat tho Ifotel des Invalides--at
Paris by thoe veterans.resident there,xs.they
saw tho capture of Paris was . unavoidable.
It is said that they collected tho ashesof all
the trophies burned, threw theminto a cask
of wine, and drank the mixtorse-to tho
health of tho Emporor. The sword of
Froderick the Great, which the First Napol-
con took from Potsdam n 1803, could noit
bo found in 1S14 and 1815, in spito of all
scarch. It bad been coricealed in the Capola
of tho Li.tel des Invalides, but 1t is:said
that it is now in tho possession of some pri
vate gentleman. Whether tho upper part
of tko colors of the Second battalion of tho
Sixtcenth Regiment of Prussian: Infintty,
which was shot off at Vionvills and found on
tho ficld of battlo by tho French, has been
sant to Paris ornot has not been ascertaine
cd. Two Prussian guns Jost at Gravelotto
woro returned at tho surrender of Metz;
and, in fact, ouly one Prussian gun,lost
duriog tho late war st Besune:lo-Rolande,
remains in the hands of theFrench.

ment with Sulnat's army and defeated it.



