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VO]. XIII.—NOO 33

« Samo lives thero aro Yo angels’ scom akin,
Dwelliog on Larth, rot Xeoping ever near
The golden vity gutes, 80 thoy may hear
Tho harmony beforo they enter in.

Through all tho discords of this world of Bin
They hear tbo voico ot God and fecl no fear;
Thoy lock above and sco with vision olear
Tho purer life, the bappy walle within,

They live as on a space of holy ground

By somo invisible defence hed;jed roundy

So noar to evil, and yoi 80 far away

So clogs to God, walting tho welcomo day

It may bo ea~ly, or it may be late,

Whon He shali tako them in witbio the gate.”

OVER LAND AND SEA.

The Dundee Frce Presbytery had under discussion
at its last meeting, the temperance question. The
Rev. Dr. Patrick, of that city, referred to he degrada-
tion existing in Dundee in consequence of the drink
traffic. He held that drunkenness should be treated as
a specific offence, and that any man seen on the strects
under the influence of drink, and proved to be incapable,
cught to be dealt with as a criminal and treated as
such. But Mr. Henry M'Intosh, a worthy elder, went
further to the root of the matter when he atked the
Preshytery if it was consistent to have men in the elder-
ship of the Church, as session-clerks, and superinten-
dents of Sabbath schools, who sold whisky and other
liquors, Until they took a stand against this, he did
not think they would be doing their duty as a Church.

Nevada has disgraced herself. The bill legalizing
prize-fighting has been signed by the Chief Executive,
and it is now a law. DPrize-fight licenses may be
obtained for one thousand dollars. We may expect
bull fights and lotteries next, and the sporting frater-
nity have a general invitation to the State. Bruisers,
ruffians, thieves have by this infamous law been ten-
dered a welcome. While other States are drawing the
lines more closcly arcund lawless men and striving to
purge society of everything that tends to bring down
the standard of public morals, this excepticnal State is
throwing her doors wide open to crime and criminals.

The Japanese spare no pains in converting Formosa
into a loyal province of their empire, and not, it seems,
without some success. In the Pescadores, too, the
natives are being transformed into Japanese. ¢ There
is,” says The China Mail, **a flourishing Japanese
school in which Clanese lads get from §3 to §4.50 to
come and learn Japanese. A few of the Chinese have
cut off their queuces and adopted foreign dress.”

All the Christian churches in Japan together have
111,588 members. There are in the country 858 mis-
sionaries, 331 mative ministers, and 81 catechists. Of
the church-members the Romaa Cathulies have 30,302
(including all baptized childrern), the Greek Church has
22,376, the Protestant churches have 38,710.

——

The * Christian era™ was suggested or devised by
Dionysius Exiguus, a Roman monk, who in 527 began
its use ard proposed that all public decuments should
be dated **in the year of our Lord.” It did not come
into general use in France until the cighth century, nor
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in England until July, 816 ; in Spain it was not adopted
unitl the cleventh century; in Portugal it was made
legalin 1415 ; in the Empire of the East it was estab-
lished by royal edict in 1453, a few weeks before the fall
of Constantinople. e

The Westminster Shorter Catechism is nearly 250 years
old. The Assembly met on July 1, 1643, and sent up to
Parliament the Directory for Public Worship, November
21st and 27th, 1644 ; the Confession of Faith on December
4th, 1646, and April 29th, 1647 ; the Shorter Catechism,
November 25th, 1647, and April 14th, 1648 ; the Larger
Cathechism, October 15th, 1647 and April 14th, 1648;
and held its last meeting, March 25th 1652. Thursday,
November 25th, 1897, is the anniversary of the completion
of the Shorter Catechism, and it is becoming that thorough-
out the whole Presbyterian world the fact should have
proper recognition. No one can compute the value that
this remarkable compend of Scriptural tzuth has been to
to those who have made themselves acquainted with its
contents.

An unknown ruined city, covering a space larger
than New York City, withtwo temples and two great
pyramids, has just been discovered in the mountains in
the State of Guerrero, Mexico, by William Niven, the
well known mineralogist of New York., He has just
returned from a ten weeks' trip into that country, and
brought back more than 3oc photographs of the ruins,
So says a Mexico special.

A very interesting late discovery is the nearly com-
.plete account, on a Greco-Egyptian papyrus, of a suit
brought before the Emperor Claudius against Herod
Agrippa, king of the Jews, mentioned in the book of
the Acts, by the two leading anti-Semites of Alexandria,
Insidorus and Lampo. These two men, who had been
condemned to death under Caliguia for their misdeeds,
attempted to gain time by bringingr a charge against
Agrippa; btut the emperor confirmed the judgment
against them, and ordered their execution. The
papyrus coatains an official account of the trial.

In order to commemorate the great International
Exposition, to be held at Btussels, in 1897, the Govern-
ment of Belgium has followed the example of the
United States with the Columbian stamps by adopting
special designs of postage stamps during the year of
the exposition. They are all of beautiful designs, sym-
bolical of the arts and sciences, and very elaborate in
the details of engraving.

In the seventy-three years of its existence the Ameri-
can Sunday-school Union, has founded 100,000 schools,
from which 6,000 churches have sprung. Last year
alone 1t started 1,800 Sunday-schools, and during that
time 108 churches developed from schools which pre-
viously had beenopened. The greater part of this work
is being done in Minnesota, the Dakotas, Montana,
1daho, Texas, Kdnsas, Indizn Territory, Oklahoma, and
the mountain regions of the Virginias, Tennessec, the
Carolinas, and Georgia. It costs $100,000 2 year to
carry on these missionary efforts, and most of the money
1s used for actual expenses, the salaries cutting a small

figure,
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SOCIAL QUESTIONS,

SIGNIFICANT sign of the times is the deepening ®

intcrest which professing Christians, among them min-
isters of religion, manifest in social questions. This ten-
dency has called forth remonstrance and acknowledgement,
At conferences of clergymen papers are read on such topics,
and at public meetings where the social relations are dis
cussed, ministers attend and take part in the discussion.
That the church is profoundly interested in social move”
ments and in questions now being pressed to the front,
may be taken for granted. The interests of truth and of
justice as between man and man, must ever be of interest
to the church. True, the great mission of the church is to
preach the Gospel, and to preach it to every creature, that
is the gospel of grace, the salvation of sinners.  That great
object must not be obscured, by any other work, however
necessary and good; and it is also true that at the root of
all real reform, social, and otkerwise lies Christ's message
to a world of sinners.  But the church can do much in
carefully guiding enlightened opinion in movements for the
public good, and in dispelling intangble delusions.  With-
in her pale exists a varicty of ideas on the problems of the
hour, and it need not be expected that on a question so
intricate and much debated, as, for instance, the nation:
alization of industries, or the distribution of wealth, a
unanmimous ueliverance can be obtained, but discussions
such as those at Knox and Queen's Conferences can scarcely
fail in doing good.

WHEN THE HEART IS RIGHT, ETO.

No more coutteous opponent could be desired, in a
controversy, than our esteemed contemporary, the
Christian Guardian, of this city, but although the
guage has been gently thrown down, it is unnecessary
for us to take up the gauntlet. Last weex the Guardian
takes exception to certain statements in our article on
the sfatus of the secular press, our chief fault Lonsisting
in placing the press on a lower plane than the pulpit,
or, at any rate, on too low a plane. The secular press,
we may, ia a word, repeat, (and a remonstrance from
the shades of George Brown or Horace Greely, would
not alter the fact), is managed oa a commercial basis,
and catecs to the public taste on just the same lines as
does any of the large retail dry-goods houses of
Toronto. Hence the force of our contention that on
the church rests the main responsibility for an elevated
public taste. The pulpitis the great instrument of the
church, but there are also the pastoral work, the prayer
meetings, the Sabbath schools, and the religious
periodicals. The church must bring these ageucies to
bear, with all her might, on the public mind. When
spiritual regeneration leavens a commumty the
standard of tac secular press, aye, and the standard of
living, che standard of doing business, and of socicty

generally, will rise, and not until then, The secular
press has a most important function to perform, and its
power is great,but we cannot compare it to the power
of the Gospel. Does the Guardian wish to know the
quickest and best way by which to secure a satisfactory
alliance between the church and the secular press? We
answer again, ‘* Regenerate the community.”

DEAL LIBERALLY.

The liberal response to the Indian Famine Fund
has evoked the remark that equal readiness ought to
be shown in responding to the appeals of the church
for her needy missions and schemes. There is great
force in the remark. The church has a duty to fulfil,
and the means with which to carry on her own work
efficiently is a first charge on her resources. The
voluntarily assumed obligation is doubly an obligation,
and no member of the church can escape from its
ciaims. In the abundance, therefore, of our sympathy
ard liberality in the cases of Armenia and India, letnot
this obligation be forgotten, but let the Home and
Foreign Mission, and the Aged and Infirm Ministers’,
and other funds of the church be the recipients of liberal
donations. And let the home poor not be forgotten.
Therc are many suffering ones at home, whose bitter
cry is heard by God alone. Remember our poor. We
do not wish you to curtail your bounty, but to enlarge
it, to embrace as many as you can within its scope.
There are many outlets for your means, and if we were
only candid we would admit that there is wealth enough
in the world for every need.

SEPARATE CHURGCH SCHOOLS.

A Committee of the Anglican Church are consider-
ing a scheme whereby it is hoped a system of voluntary
Church schools may be established in Ontario, on the
English plan. The other day the whole question was
gone into by the learned gentlemen, forming the Com-
mittee,and it is belicved a favorable report will be
adopted and sent on to the next'meeting of the Toronto
Synod. Some years ago Rev. Dr. Langtry mooted the
subject of Separate Anglican Schools, and there have
been advccates of such schoofs, in the Anglican Com-
munion at all times, who have kept the question alive.
It is not likely that the Committee will let the matter
drop without a strenuous effort to accomplish something
tangible,

The importance of the Church supervising the
education of the young appeals to the Anglican meore
than it does to the average Presbyterian. The Church
ol England is wedded to the vrinciple of state connec-
tion and regards education as part of its special service
to the state. But in additjon to that, Auglicans contend,
with truth, that Anglican children taughtin their own
Church schools grow up more attached to their Church
than they would if taught in the public school. No
doubt they are right. Presbyterians, as a rule, take a
broader view, giving the State charge of the education”
on the public ground that the State owes a fair educa-
tion to every child within the commonwealth. The
Church of England has not failed tonote the hold which
the Church of Rome has kept on her people by the
Separate School, and is uawilling to forego any similar
advantage for herself. Hence she is preparing for the
time when a demand will be made on the Ontario
Legislature to embody her claim iz the law of the land.

Among the reasons why Church control of the
scheols is demanded, the strongest is that of religious
teaching. The thoughtful educationist will readily
relinquisn religious teaching in the public schools,—not
as an empty form, but in reality, and because every
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legitimate opportunity should be taken advantage of to
give the young a knowledge of the Scriptures.  To have
religious ideas instilled into the minds of the children,
by the school-master, and a reverence for sacred things
cherished, would be most desirable. The pity is, that
religious instruction in th- schools is becoming a super-
ficial exercise, and in so many cases a mere form. But
whether Church schools would be the proper and best
remedy is more than doubtful, and although the uncer-
tainties of politics are so proverbial that it would be
unwise to prophecy what is contained in the alembic of
the future for the Church of England in Oantarie,
still we believe the solution of the religious instruction
problem must be sought for elsewhere than in Separate
Church schools.

PHILIP MELANCHTHON,

‘Cuesday last, the 16th instant, was the four-hundredth
anniversary of the famous refprmer, Philip Melanchthon,
a date to be held in loving memory by the Protestant world.
Inalienably associated with Luther’s is- his name, and
Protestantsderive their own general name from a document
preparcd by him. The champion of Luther's views, he
prepared the Protest of the Evangelical Minority at the
Diet of Spitesin 1529 and from it arose the term Protestant.
He was noted for his gentle spirit, his profound learning,
his skill in dialectics und his gift of systematizing, which
amounted to genius.

He was born at Bretten Feb. 16, 1497. His grand-
mother was a sister of the celebrated scholar, Reuchlin, He
studied at the Universities of Heidelberg and Tubingen.
In his 17th year he began to lecture at Tubingen, and
published an edition ot Tercence and 2 Greek grammer.
In 1518 he was clected professor of Greck at Wittenberg
and bheld the position until his dcath. He lectured on
rhetoric, philosophy, and classical literature, and soon was
recognized as the foremost teacher of Germany.

His services to the cause of the Reformation were dis-
tinguished and although his position was bitterly attacked
during the latter part of his life, by the strict Luthcrans he
was the successor to Lutherin the leadership of the
Reformed Church.

Throughout the Protestant world the 4ooth Anniversary
was more or less observed as was most fitting, occasion
being taken to place before the people the loving Christian
cuaracter of the man, and the great work which it was his
privilege to accomplish.

A DESPAIRING CRY.

We commend to the serious attzntion ot the reader,
who yearns for worldly success and distincuon, this
deplorably sad picture of Eurvpe » * great man —great
from the world's stand-point—DPunce Bismarck ¢

1 f2el weak and laoguid, butpotill. My illness
is want of the joys of lfe. My existence is no longer
of any use ; 1 have no official duties, and what I see as
an onlooker gives me no pleasure. Showtd 1 hive
longer it will sull be the case. 1 feel lonely. I have
lost my wife, and as regards my sons, they have thewr
business. With growing age 1 have also lost interest
in agriculiure and forestry. 1 rarely wisit the fields
and woods, since I can no longer ride and shoot and
move about as I ke, Lutle by httle pohitics begin to
tire me.”

Truly does the Independent remark @ ** The faculty
of reuning gracefully from active labor and respon-
sibility when ycars become a burden and others can do
the work better, is one Bismarck has not learned. He
has no such resource as Gladstone has in other
intercsts than statecraft. He finds nothing to do but
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to meddle and complain, The knowledge that he
created a strong empire gives him little comfort, for
he has not faith that anybody but himself can keep it
strong. When Milton was old, and had for *twice
seven years " lost the sight of his eyes, he could say :
* What supports me, thou dost nsk.

Tho conscienco to havo lost them ovorpllod

In Liberty's defenso, my noblo task.”
But liberty is a better work than empire.”

But what of the religious faith and comfort that
should crown a useful life?  Alas, too seldom does the
world’s great ones enjoy the sweet consolation, in the
evening of life, for which life is alone worth livipg.
How unlike Bismark's ery was Melanchthons last words:
¢ My illness does not disturb me ; I have no anxiety or
care but one—that the Churches may be at peace in
Christ Jesus.” He frequently before his death repeated
the Saviour’s prayer, ¢ That they may beoneinus, *and
the words of St. Paul, ¢*Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemption,”

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN'S DUTY.

The Prominence of Mr. Edward W. Bok as an
adviser of youth invests his utterances with importance.
Usually he is sound and sensible, and has wielded much
influence over the young Christian readers of the United
States and Canada. A much quoted article came lately
from his pen which has met with praise and blame in
the religious p-ess. It concerns the popularity of a
young man of religious convigtions, ‘* Are young man
who cannot from convictions play cards, dance, or at-
tend the theatre, apt to be popular with young women
of refinement and education who do indulge in such
amusements? "’ Such is the question, and the answer
is ‘*Why certainly: Why not?** Then Mr. Bok cites
a case:—* One of the most popular and delightful fel.
lows 1 know in New York has never been inside a
theatre, although he is thirty-five years of age. Nor
has he ever danced or played cards. He was a parsonal
friend for ten years before I knew that his religious
principles precluded his indulgence in these amuse-
ments. His secret is that he does not carry his con-
viction on his sleeve for everybody to rub against. And
of his popularity with women, young and mature, I can
assure you absolutely. He reads about the new plays
and can, therefore, talk about them if they come up in
comversation, If asked if he has seen a certain actor
or play he merely replies in the negative. Never does
he *force his convictions’ upon others. A young.
man’s popularity with either sex rests upon
something more than his forms of amusement:
amiability of manner, kindlincss, a pléasant ad-
dress, a manly outlook on Iif . honourable princi-
ples—all these go far toward insuring popularity.”
We have to join in the chorus of dissent with which this.
case has been received. To begin with, the effect of religious
conviction upon onc’s popularity hould not be studied at
all. The applause of the wotld should not be allowed to
weigh against religious duty. The man with religious con-
victions, that is, every converted man, must rise above the
idea of popularity.  Moreover he must carry his convictions
openly—not offensively—but there must be no mistake
where he stands.  Christ must be confessed  before men,
and the scoff of the world whether it be of its young women
or old men must not be allowed to blight the life within,
Mr. Bok's positin 1s exceedingly weak and young peeple
ought to look to a higher and morc heroic ideal than thay
furnished themio his paragraph.
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HOW TC SPEND THE DAY OF REST.

“ The Sabbath was made for man,” and it is instruc-

tive to observe, at the outset, how adnurably the means
are suited to the end, even from a theoretical point of
view, The dual nature of man, as both physical and
spiritual, has been fully consulted in providing rest for
the body and quickening for the soul. This twofold
adaptation of the Sabbath has been sinned against on
both of its sides, but tar oftener on the one which bears
a religious aspect. So-called friends of the working
man have catered for him in this mattec as if he were a
creature that possessed a budy without a soul ; and all
this through a professed allegiance to the Scripture
principle which assertsthat *the Sabbath was made
for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” As Hugh
Miller well observed, * Theur expert but unscientific
guanery take no account of the parabolic curve of man's
spiritual nature.”  Both of these facts must beincluded
in their full sigmificance if the holy day is to be spent in
conformity with the design of its Divine Author and
the highest benefit of His rational creatures. The body
and the soul are so intimately linked together that an
injustice done to the one speedily reacts injuriously on
the other. The physical organizationstandsin urgent
need of rest after thelaborious routine of the six days’
work has come to an end. This necessity has not
been left to man’s own judgment to be dealt with on
the principle of expediency, but it has been enjoined
upon him with all the authority of a command from
heaven, * Six days shall work be done; but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall
do no work therein.” This is the letter of the law, but
it 13 vver-ruled by the spirit in exceptional cases which
would vpcrate oppressively on man, for whose advan-
tage the Day of Rest was institnted. The first of
these abatements coatemplated works of piety. The
Sabbath-day was the busiest of the seven in the Temple
at Jerusalem, whence arose the saying that there was
s nu Sabbata in holy thiags.” To be active after this
manner, ts to fulfil the end of the institution far better
than when one rests according to the letter of the com.
mandment. Works of necessity are also provided for
in the tulcst extent, solong as it is honestly borne in
ound that these worksare sach as cannot be petformed
bufare the Sibbath arrives, nor postponed till after its
close. Furthermore, the most ample allowance is made
for wo ks of mercy; and very especially, on the authority
and vxample of cur Lord Himself, is this permission
extended to works of healing diseases and restoring
the sick.  Under one or other of these three classifica-
t:ons every work which 1s legitimate on the Sabbath-day
will certawnly fail, and what wall not isas muach prohibited
to us as it was to the ancient Jews. Cae day in seven
as a day of restus hughly necessary to manin his physical
capacity , and whenever this arrangement has been
tampered with, as inthe case of the French Revolution-
ists who, 1n their folly, substituded a tenth instead of 2
seventh portion of time, the consequence has been to
exault the wisdom of God at the expense of the folly
of man.

Not less is this purpose of rest frustrated when the
seventh part of time is devoted to so-called physical
recreation—the Jatest phase of swhich is to spend it
tolling on a bicycle, Those who will not rest on the
Sabbath-day according to the commandment are not at
all the persons to observe it in its higher religious
aspects, where the blessing peculiarly resides. Even
those who strictly observe the Sabbath as a day of rest,
ani nothing more, lose its main advantage. Great as
the need of rest may be, the necessity of spiritual
quickening is still more urgent. This is the day on
which the concerns of. eternity are especially to be
cared for. Tha spiritual exercises of the holy Sabbath
are of a public and a private character. The former,
as pertaining to the sanctuary service, legitimate them-
aclves with Scriptural authority and exaniple by a more
direct lineagre than is popularly supposed. Meetings for
public worship have desceaded from ** the holy convo-
cation* which was enjoined on the Israelites; the
psalms of David which were chanted in the Temple are
stll sung in our assemblies, and not least the ninety-
second, which is eatitled *a psalm or song for the
Sabbath-day.” To the same place men went up to

offer prayer to God, as is witnessed ia the parable of
the Pharisee and the publican, Readingand expusition
of Scripture, as well asthe more formal act of preaching,
were exemplified under the authority of apostiolic
practice in the synagogues, These exercises, there-
fore, are not the enactments of human expediency,
instituted for the purpose of arousing and sustaining the
spiritual instinct in man, but have been laid on the
Christian conscience as matte.a of Divine obligation.
Nor do the duties—or rather let it be said the spiritual
privileges—of the holy Sabbath end here. There are
private as well as public observances which are
characteristic of the day. Retirement from all other
engagements, meditation in solitude on the i ‘ty events
commemorated by the Sabbath, are not to be omitted
by those who value growth in grace and seek to cherish
a prous frame of mind, The works of God in creation
~of which the Sabbath was first appointed to be a
memonal—and the sull more glorious work of redemp-
tion which the charge from the seventh to the first day
of the week was designed to commemorate—should
kcid a foremost place in the thoughts of the mind on
ttus holy day. Those who have given themselves the
most completely to these duties have been the foremost
to testify to their blessed effects on their spiritual pro-
gress. The disunguwshed Judge Hale affirmed that he
had ever found comfort, happiness and success attend
him through the week in proportion ag he had sanctified
the Sabbath-day, By way of practical conclusion to
this notice, it wall not be out of place to append the
eight rules which the great moralist, Dr. Samuel John-
son, prescribed to himself for his own guidance in the
matter of Sabbath observance :—(1) That 1e would rise
early on the Sabbath, and to that end would retite
early on Saturday mght.  (2) That he would engage in
some unusual devotion in the morning. (3) That he
would examine the wenor of lus life during the week that
was gone, and mark his advancing in religion, or
recession fromit. (4) That he would read the Scrip-
tures methodically, with such helps as were at hand.
{s) That he would go to church twice. (6) That he
would read books of divinity, either speculative or
practical. (7) That he would instruct his family. (8)
That he would wear off by meditation the worldly soil
contracted during the week.

WHY | AM A PRESBYTERIAN.
BY REV, H. P, CARSON, D.D. .

Being urged, not long since, to give before a large
congregation in a sister church my reasons for being a
Presbyterian, I consented to do so in the interests of
true church unity and a broader Christian charity.
After introductory remarks, I proceeded, limiting my-
self, however, to ten reasons, which were in outline, as
follows

1. Because I was born and grew up within the Pres-
byterian Church, my father being a ruling elder in the
church, Birth, education and environment very largely
determine church as well as political relations.

2, Because the Presbyteriac Church by her provis-
ions for the formal copsecration of children in infant
baptism, family worship arnd parental training in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, both secured meto
her service and impressed me with her efficiency in
securing the religious welfare cf children. .

3. Because the Presbyterian Church has helped and
continues to help me to hear Christ only as my Saviour
and Lord. Not but that other Churches may do like-
wise, for such is the true test of the worth of any
‘Church, but the test of fitness for membership in the
Presbyterian Church is only loyalty to Christ, as Saviour
and Lord ; not subscription to a creed but devotion to
Christ according to His word.

4. Because the Presbyterian Church fosters an intcl-
ligent fzith in Christ, urging each individual to think
and decide for himself as she appeals to his reason and
conscience, She provides amply for the better educa-
tion of the membership, and requires that her ministers
shall bave completed a classicel course in college and
an approved course in theological training before being
inducted into the ministry. She seeks to move men by
intelligent conviction.

5- Becayse the Presbyterian Church clings so tena-



S )

—— e

RESPV

i
}
{
1
d

The Presbyterian Roview. 701

ciously to, and is so jealous for the supremacy of the
Word of God, as the oaly infallible rule of life.

6. Because the Presbyterian Church suffers no man
to Lord it over the conscicnce of the individual, she
having always stood for civil and religious liberty, even
at the cost of blood and treasure,

7. Because the Presbyterian Church so emphasizes
the very comforting doctrine of the sovereignty of God,
while always acknowledging also the frec agency of man.

8. Because the government of the Presbyterian
Church seems to me both Scriptural and wise, affording
the largest liberty consistent with efficiency, protecting
the rights of the individual and able to exercise discip-
line effectively. Oanly her officers are requited to sub
scribe to her Confession of Faith, and to that only as
contaiming the system of doctrine taught in the
Scripturss.

9. Because the Presbyterian Church exercises broad
charity, showing great facility of adaptation in her
work as well as constant readiness to co-operate with
all other evangelical churches in Gospel work. She
accepts their baptism and ordination as valid.

10. Because the Presbyterian Church is eminently
a missionary Church, growing more and more in earnest
to carry out the Lord's command to preach the Gospel
to every creature.

RELIEF FOR INDI:

Rev. Dr. Warden of Toronto, treasurer ofthe Presby-
terian Church in Canada, acknowledges the receipt of
$1,400,03 from Rev. R. Johnston, B.D., being a con-
tribution from St, Andrew's Church (Presbyterian) of
London, Oat., on behalf of the sufferers from the famine
in India. Dr. Warden cabled this amount yesterday
to Rev. Dr. Smith, treasurer of the Presbyterian Missions
in Central India, asking him to use it immediately for
the relief of those standing most in need ofit.

Dr. Warden a'so received $29 o5 from the Presby-
terian congregation of Appin and South Ekfrid, ard
825 50 from the Presbyterian congregation of Point
Edward, also $18.85 from the Presbterian congregation
of Essex for the reliet of the famine-striken.

Besides these amounts, the sum of 50 cents was
received by him from an aged Presbyterian, who writes:
¢ I am sorry I cannot give any more, as I am old and
broken down in kealth; lost myfamily and all 1 have in
this world except Christ.” This small sum was much
appreciated by Dr. Warden, for the fire spirit which it
evinced.

In connection with the mission of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in India, homes have been established
for the reception of cluldren who have been abandoned
by their parents, or whose parents havedied. In these
homesg the children are cared for, fed and educated, and
this is consider by many of the Presbyterian congrega-
tions one of the most effective ways in which to extend
permanent reliefto our brethren in India.

All contributions received by Dr. Warden, Confeder-
ation Life Building, Richmond street east, will be
acknowledge and immediately forwarded.

HERBERT SPENCER'S LAST WORD.

Beyond all expectation, Mr. Spencer has completed
his immense task. The concluding volume of his sys-
tem of philosophy is now published, and shows no loss
of intellectual clearness and no change of opinion.
The energy and industry in the old man are wonderful.
We turn to see what he says on the great themes of
God and religion. He still maintains that there is a
Power behind nature. The conclusicns ot science, he
says, do not destroy the object matter of religion, but
only transfigure it. Of this power behind nature he
writes—** One truth must grow ever clearer, the truth
that there is an inscrutable existence everywhere mani-
fested to which we can neither find nor conceive
beginning or end. Amid the mysteries which become
the more mysterious the more they are thought about
there will remain the one absolute cartainty, that we
are ever in presence of an Infinite and Eternal Energy,
from which all things proceed.” This sounds not
unlike the catechism's definition of God. Yet this
existence Mr. Spencer still holds is unknowable by us,
utterly inscrutable, and of course not demonstrable,

Yet he believes this u»%nown god can be worshipped,
and will continue to bo worshipped increasingly by
men. This is one of the strongest conclusions and
predictions of any thinking man  The key to it is the
structure of his mind. Mur. Spencer says the ever-new
dis~overies of scicnce will keep religion alive by stimu-
la* , wonder. This was the root mistake of his sys-
tem from the first, that religion has its origin in wonder
It is not originated by wonder merely, still less will it
be kept alive by wonder. Religion springs from con-
science, the segse of sin, and from sorrow, the need of
succour and help from above. There is a spi-itual ele-
ment a-wanting in Mr. Spencer, else he could never
suppose that the belief in God and the soul ariscs from
animism and dreams, or that Religious worship springs
from remembrance of ancestors. Touching Church life
and Ministry Mr. Spencer concludes that sects will
multiply more and more owing to the growth of indi-
vidual opinions, and in this way Ministry will completely
cease. As if each sect will ultimately consist of one
man, and he will be his own priest. This enormous
system of Philosophy has occupied Mr Spencer a long
life. In Psychology it is masterly, in Sociology it is
strong against Collective Socialism. In Theology it
amounts to the elements we have outlined, namely there
is an Ultimate Reality, a Power behind® nature, that
power is unknowable, yet it will be worshipped with the
worship of wonder, the Church willbe disintegrated and
cease to be, and all human priesthood or ministry come
to an end. — Belfast Witness.

VALUABLE BIBLES.

The three most value Bibles in the world are said to
be in the British Museum, the National Library in Paris,
and the cluister of Belem, Lisbon. The first is in manu-
script, written by Alcuin and his pupils, and in the year
800 was presented tq Charlemagne on the day of his
coronation. In the thirties ofthe present century it
was in the possession of a private gentleman in Basel,
who offered it to the French Government for 42,000
frances. Afterwards it was sold to the British Museum
for the comparatively small sumof £750. The book is
written in fine, small characters, and is decorated
throughout with exquisite vignettes and arabesques.
The chapter headings, as also the name of Jesus, are
everywhere written in gold. The Paris Bible was
published in 1527, printed by order of Cardinal Ximenes,
and dedicatedto Leo X. One ofthe three copies, printed
on vellum paper, was, in 1789, sold to England for
12,000 francs. 1his copy was afterwards presented to
Louis Philippe, and in this way was placed in the
National Library. The third, or Belem Bible, consists
of nine folio volumes, and is written on parchment.
It was stolen by Junotn :807, and taken to Paris,
Madame Junot, when Portugal wanted to buy the Bible
back, asked 150,000 francs for it. Louis XVIII., how-
ever, made the Portuguese Government a present of the
precious volume.

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW MUST BE
STUDIED TOGETHER.

This unity of Israel's life is a fact of no little impor-
tance in itself, and its recognition is indispensable to
any large and true view of bibical history and biblical
revelation. The division of the biblical department in
our theological schools into the two seperate depart-
ments of the Old Testament and the New Testament
was probably an economic nccessity. But it would be
nothing less than a disaster if it should lead to the
feeling on the part of students of the Bible that the Old
Testament and the New are two seperate booksbelong-
ing to two quite distinct periods of history and having
but a loose connectioa one with the other. Not only
must the teacher of the Old Testament know the New
Testament, and the teacher of the New Testament know
the Old Testament, but both of them, and every student
of the Bible, ought to recognize the continuity of the
history, the record of which begins in the one volume
and is carried forward in the other. What we need
alike as students of history and as theologians is not a
fragmentary and disconnected knowledge of the Bible,
nor even a knowledge]of it in all its parts, bura know-
ledge of it as a whole, and in its true unity.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNIIN.

OF THE PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

(Conunuul frem o last rocek.)
HOW TO RAISE THE STANDARD OF SPIRITUAL LIFE
{N OUR SOOCIETIES AR™ WORK.
DY REY, IR MCTAVIOL.

Thoro are not many conferences at the presont timo fu which
this quostion «lool Biot como up in some form or othor. Itindicatcs
=3 that in tho experienco
of moat Chriatians tho
spiritual lito 2 nat what
it ought to be, and it
also auggests that if tho

R spiritual standard is to
W% bo ralred [n any society
i ﬁz &‘\» ) or congregation i. must
o bo by leading individusl
beliovers into a higher,
or deeper, or larger
Christian experienco,
L The nccessity for
a higher Spiritual Lifo.
It i» uscloes to discurs
this subject with self.
satisfed Christians, Itie
like offering wator to a
man who {8 not thirsty,
oroffering advico to one
who thinks he knows
morothananybody else.
This is tho condition of
Ioracl in the daye of
Malachi. So when the
prophet comes with reprs «f and correction they ask * Wheroin”?
—* Wherein have wo despliscd thy namo”t *“Wheroin havo wo
woariod Himt” * \Wherein have wo robbed theo?2” But the atti-
tudo of moat of our young peoplo, and many of our older people too,
is ono of intonsc yearning for higher and better thinga. But what
is tho actual axperienco? There has been many an honest effort to
live a God-honoring Christian life—~a regular nso of the Word of
God uud the ordinancos and meana of Grace—many a resolve to be
more dovoted to tho work of Christ, and yot what has been tho
remuit? Inregsrd tosin it hes been defeat rather than victory,
The old habits of sin davo reassertod thomrolves and have had tho
mastory. In regard to service it has Lren failuro rather than
sucoess, and the soul has often asked the question those perploxed
disciples asked at tho foot of tho Mount of Transtiguration, ** Why
could not wo cast him out?” In regard to Chrstian growth there
Is otill che milk fed ohildhood where thuts ought to bo strong man-
hood, and in regard to Christlikeness thers is only the dimmest
outline where thero ought to bo a clear unmistakable reproduction.
Mzoy an honost, longing heart will say—that is just my condition—
i thero any way cnt of it 2 Is thero any higher and better lifo for
mo at prosont?

I1. Tho possibilizy of & Higher Bpiritual Lafe. —There may be
& nececsity without a possibility. A traveller may bo perishing in
tho dosert from ack of watur. The water is a necessity if ho is to
liva but it may not bo a possibility. Let this bo clearly understood
for there are many tired, weary, disappointed Chtistinns who do
not baliove that a lifo of victory, and poace, and faithfalness {5 a
poasibility to them. YWe have only to turn to tho words of Chbrist
to soa cloarly the posmibility as im“ad in the provision “I am
como that they might have lifs a..d that they might hava it more
abundantly.” Joo. x. 10. It . sasy tc e3¢ in the nataralspherothe
differonco betwesn Itfc and abunaent 11ife. Hero 13 ono mann the
Iast stago of consumption. His blood is thin and impoverished—
his body is reduced to & mere skelston. To him every physical
offort ts & wearinets and be 18 at the mercy of all changes of tem.
perature and ontward condition.  He haa life but it 18 & very*fectlo
life. Thero is anothor with strong frame, fron muscles and rich
blood. He 1a ovorflowing with animal eapirits and oxertion is a
dolight to bum.  Wny? Becauso ho hax abondance of hife.  Apply
thia to the spiritual lifo and you have in the provision of Chriat
unlimited possibility. Then follow this out in detail in other
Scnptores and tho possibility bocomes even moro ovideat. (1) As
ta cin, Rom. vi. 14, ** Sin aball not have dominion over you.” It
can nat koep you 1a bondaye for 1t lordabip or dominton 18 broken
by Christ. (2) Fitneas for service is promised, Acta i. & *¢Yo
8aall rocedve power after that tho Holy Splat is como apon yoa
and yo ahall bo witness unto me,” (3) Is it fruitfulzess 1o hife and
servide o eeek. ** Yedid not choose mo but I chose you and
appointed you tuat ye shoanld go and bear fzuit and that your fruit

Rgv, Dn, AoTavisi,
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should abide,” Jno. X, 16, (4) Chefstiui growth is alwo a glorious
posibility, for tho Apostls Paul wriing to tho Thesssfoman
Chnistians sags, * Wo are bound to give thanks to God always for
you, brethren, oven as 1t 18 moel, for yuur falth growesth exceedingly
and the lore of oach ono of you all toward one anvther aboundeth,”
Thoa too tho msjority of Christisny havo soon and heard persons
or heard or read of them who conspicaomly posscesed a higher or
Iavger Ohristinn life. Why should this bo oxceptional? Simply
beeaueo It {s not thougkt posatble far them. Ono says I havo a
very poculiar temporamont. Amnother gives as an oxouse that his
oircumstances nro of auch a nature that a highor lifo is not possible
to him. Anothor atill fs the victim of some habit to which ho is
beiag brought into boadage. There aro differences of gifts and
difforonces in ths servico to whiwch bolisvers aro called, but the
“ moro abundaut " Itfe of whioh Carist speaks is tho heritage of
ovary Ohild of God. 1t 18 sad 1ndeod to s00 nocoessity without pos.
atbdity, bub it fs ul;moat arddei 20 sto both nscssetty and possibility,
and yot tho no3dy ones aco not availing themaolves of the abundant
provision mado for them. Thero 1s no more pathotio picture in the
Ol1d Tes amen® than that of Hagirand Ishmael in the swildernoss
of Baerahieba, Tho acanty sapply of wator is soon spent. Then
thomother, when sho can bear thocries no lunger, lays the lad under
a shirub and goss off as 1t woro a bowahot, to try and got a littl,y
roliof from hor troublv and 10 hor uwter helplessncss lifts up her
voice and woops, Thore you havethe potureof many o distroased
sad discouragad Caristian who haslaid asidesomo Dbristianservice
and has gone away in despaiz. Then Hagar heard God's voice
saying © What aflosh shoo Hagar?” Cho might bave said my
ohild was dying in my hands and I ooald nos bearit. You have
said tho work was dying i my hands aud X gave it ap in dis.
osuragoment. Then W id says * Foatnot for God hath heard the
voioo of thy 1ad whire he i9,” 1t 18 not the wosping of the dis-
couragzod mothor but she ory of the dying clild God heara. God
has nos forgotten or forazken ourwork, if wo have, Ho hoara tho
ory of neod. Then cam3 tho command * Ariso, 1ift ap tho 1ad and
hold him ia thine haud.” Go bsock and take up tho service you
havo laid aside. Whon Hagar bad done this God opeaed hor eyes
and sho 8aw right beside hera wellof water and sho proonred it
and gavo the lad & drink axd holived. Think of that 1ad dying
with thirat and that mothor weeping out her sorrow and despair
aod all within a stone's throw of an abundant supply of water. O,
that tho blind eyes of disoouragod, weary, thirsty Cliristisns
might be opened to seo that Christ is that fountainof living water.

11I. The methid by which the believer obtains this ** more
nbandant ' or higher Christian life. Of Christ it was gaid “In
Him wae life”and again ‘“ He thas hsth the Soxa hath the life,”
We must clearly recogaizo that Christ is tho exhaanstless fonntain
of lifo and blessing. Itistheoffice of the Holy 8pirit to make
real to the Christian oxperience all the privileges that aro hisin
in Christ Jesas. As Rer. .Andrew Marray expresses it * The
Holy Spirit is the conveyancer who makes over to the believer all
the posseasions and privileges that are prooured for him in Christ
Josns.”

Thers is a praotical heresy of whioh many Cbristians are
guilty, and which is more injurious to the believer’s lifo than
aven many of the doctrioal heresies. It is that we must bo saved
by Christ and wo cannot get the pazdon of our sins exeept
through Him. But oncs savel wa mast live the Christian lifs
by our owo effyrt :—of Tourse gotting help from the Lord now
and agaio  Tho belisver will not enter the ¢ moro abundant”
lita ant.l he 8203 that ho is as abzolately dependont on Christ for
ssnotifioation ay for jastidyation for Christian growth as fora
new naturs, for fitacts for gervics hors ag for Gad’s presenco hote-
altor. Chrlst in everything maust bo “ all in all.”

(1) This io \ruo io regard to viotory over sin. In Rom. viii, 2,
¢ The Law of tho Spirit ot lite in Christ Jesus made moe freo fzom
tho law of sin and deatbh.” It is thiclaw of sin and death in the
believer that is bricging defoat. Howis it to bo overcoms? By
golt effort? This is hike o man trying to hit himeelf up by
tagging at bis boot tope. It is the Law ol the Spirit of life in
Ohrist Jeauu that brioga us to the place of viotory. We oan ses
this in a familiac {llustration. Sappoie I wished to get to the
upper story of ono of ourhxgh boildiags aed there fe 0d stairway,
I1ry to leap up, bat thoro ja alaw of nature that bas hold of mo
ard deaws me down again—tbat is the law of gravitation, Some.
timoa I may leap a lictlo bigher bat this law is too strong for me.
Must I givo up in desprir? s ot that tho conclusion of many
Christiana. This law of aio and death is too strong forme, and I
must wait till I reach hoaven and g2t farsver boyond its pawer, to
obtaia victory. Dat that is not what ons ~ounld doin the cass wo
suppoie, for here in ome corner is an olevalor, I step into it—a
naw law is set in operation and in & fow scccnds I am where X
wishod to be. Did tho law of gravitation csage wiron I went into



. s> SRR YOS

e

that olovator? DBy nomeans. I$ was just as poworful as befor

but the law of mschanios operating in that clavator is eizonger
than tho law of gravitation and victory is thorcanlt, 8o with
the byliover wo do not got rid of the law of gin, or tho prescnco of
#ln, or tho peincipal of sln, bat in Christ Josus wo have tho viotory
over {t. 8» with evory rolatica of tho Ohristian life, (2) Is it
sucoess in ssevico wo long for, Fhil. iv. 18, * I can do all things
io Him that streogthonsth me.”” Bub remember it must bo in
Him. (3) Is it growth in the likonoss of Christ. 2 Qor. iii, 18,
¢« Bat wo all with open face beholding as in a glasa tho glory of
tho Lord are ohanged into tho same imagoe from glory to glory
avea s by tho Spirit of the Lord.” We wonb becomo Christliko

by looking into a1r own hoarts but by looking away to Christ and |

secing in Him ail wo dosiroto bo. What are the conditions on
tho pars of the believor for tho obtainment of this * more
abundant lite.” 1. There must be an absolnte surronder to
Chrins. In tho illagtration of tho clovator, alroady uscd, it is
essential that tho porson wishing to be helped by it should
nommit himself absolately to it. If youn arc lo know the blesged-
ness of viotory in Christ you most commit yourself without
resorve to Him. This is a difioult thing to do as thero ie such a
strong nataral tendenoy to keop in reserve at least a littlo dopen.
donce upon self. As somo ono has said—our groatest strugglo is
not with trinl or with temptations bat with tho will of God—to
Iay our wills alongside of His and say from tho hears in every.
thing ** Navertholese not as I will bus xs thon wilt.”

9, Oontinucus dependengo upon Ohriss—It is very imporiant
to recognize that the trass in Christ must bo continuous. Itis
not trasting ia the morning for the rest of tho day but it s
trasting honr by hour and momens by moment. This depen.
denss must begin as an act of the will but by and by the repeated
aot3 of the will become the habit or attitude of tho soul toward
God. Very many fail here. In the incident in Poter'a lifo when
he walked on the water you sse this wholo truth actod out. At
Ohrict's invitation ho surrendered himself utterly to the water
and 8o long as he looked to Christ he walked over the water in
tclumpb. But the very moment ho took his eyes off Ohriat and
begen to look at his circumstances and saw the wind boisterons
he bogen to sink. No doubs for a moment ho fell back on selt
effort and tried withoat avail to kesp himself above water. Then
holooked away again to Christ and oried ** Lord save me " —his
faith and dependonce on Christ wurs renewed and through the

power of Christ viotory came again. Moet evory difficalty and

trial--undortake overy work to which yon are called of God and

face every tomptation in utier dopendendenoonPon thas Almighty
“Christ who will  nover {ail nor bs disconraged.”

8, Implisit obedienco to Ohrist—The rvle of life will not
henceforth be what wa lize but what Christ o>mmands or wishes,
We may get to tho point whore wo distrast selt , . . but we
must.also come to the place whore we are ready to obey the will
of God however difficuls thetask scems to which Ho is oalling ue,
Moses tried to bring help to his suffering brothren in Egypt by
his own strength—ho smoto the Egyptian—bat it ended in com.
plsto failure. Bsforo the Burniog Bush Moses had Icarned his
owa utter helplessness; bat instoad of makiog his own weakness
& reason for oatire depandenco upon Gad he made it an exouse for
disobeying God's call. ** Who am I that I should go.” Ho
peraisted in his excuses and disgbediencs uatil ho almoss missed
the groat blessing ot bis life. You may bave an entiro distzass ot
yoursclf and yet you are recciving no blessing simply because you
aro not willing implicitly to trust God and go forward in
unquestioning obedience to His call. Burrender, trust and obey
and tho life ** moro abundaut ' is yours, Not yours by feoling or
emotion bat yours by faithand you placs youreell in that relation
to Chriet in which tha Spirit of Christ takes possession of yoor
life flils and controlait. Wiltit baso?

“ CHRISTIAN OPPORTUNITY."
SYNOPSIS OF BEV, TROF. . L. RODINSOX'S ADDRESS

In his introdaction Prof. Robinson gavo a few of tho details
which ars contamned in tho bsaatifal story of Esther, and after

e 1 describing tho great mission of $he
queen in daring to appear before the
King and reguest tho hife of her people,
ho called attention to the following
points:

(1.) Esther’s opportunity was an
opportunity frought with great posm-
bilities.—Tho sparing of her aatjon.

(3) Dolay was dangerous.—Tho lot
had been cast, and tho massacre was
aet for tho 13th day of the 12th month.
. (3) Esther’s opportunity was a
S doubt{ulenportunity.—TheKingmight

Rrv. Paer. Grozas L. not recsivo hor gracionaly,

Ropixson, Pa.D, {4) Esthor's opportunity was in
. reality no opportunity at all.—She
created it.

Fromthesoobaervations Prof. Robinnondrewthofollowh:glmom;

IS
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(1) Evory Christian has & miseion.—Crlses of greater or lossor
moment como to all. You may bo oalled of God to savo somo ono.

(2) Don’t heasitate to approack mon.—Thoy aro often more
approachablo than you think. Make opportunity ns Esther did.
Don’t wait for vistuns Lofore you begln, ** A wiso man will mako
moro opportunitiea than he finds,” asys Bacon,

(3) But do as Fsthor and her friends—pray flest.  Fastlug and
prayer aro ologely rolatod,

(4 Do it at the risk of your roputation, your aocial atanding,
yout lives.—Bo willing to auffor with Chrlst.

(5) Finally, romember that it s not bodica but souls you can
save, through Jesus Christ the King,

HOW N OUR JOCIETIES BEST REACH THE YOUNG
MEN CF DUR CONGREGATIONS?
BY THE RKV. J. CAMPDELL TIDD,

This queation {s ono of the most porplexing of tho pastorats and

ono of tho despest iinportance. Toondenvor to suggost a partial
* ° 1 solution thoreof as tho result of a somo-
C wlhat varied pastorate is ull I can

attempt to do.
| Thoro is no doubt, but that the
dovil will asize overything wo do not
olaim for God, and bo ia specially busy
oar-marking botiveen tho ages of 10and
25, He may dovelop his claim after-
wards but if ho can scouro a good title
to it between these ages, ho allows it
§ to dovelop ilself. If wo would be
A%} succeasful therefore, we must conteat
: #el  his protensions overy step of the way
Rev. J. Caurpert Tinn, and mako our title good at as early a
data as possiblo, Byso doing woprevend
waato of power and coucentrate it for tho highost purpoaea of living.

Now he who goes a fishing must know something of the fish
he it Booking or ho will ofton come Jomoe with an empty baskot,
8o must aany spiritnal angier know those whom ho desires to
osptare for Christ and tho Churoh, or sociologically speaking
thoso whom ho would have impreseed with Chried for ihe good of
tho world at large, and alto for their own highest devolopment
and fina]l happiness. Botweon the ages of 10 and 18 he is rather
an unknowablo subjeot to the ordinary oity pastor and not to0
familiar to tho town and country ono, although the Iatter haa
many more opportunitics if he cares to exercise and cultivate
them. Yot it is at this ago when most good can be dono,

Thore fe necd that the four most intsrested sbould be
spaciaily fitted 1o dosl with and gain tho oonfidence of the young
lad at this ago, viz., his Pastor, his Distriot Elder, his Qunday
achool Superintendent and the Iadeavor Lookout Committee or
ita equivalont., Ko oan fornish them all with work and still have
some time on his haunds. My paper to-day only deals with the
last of theso,  Now the boy it he has besn trained in a good home
is not irreligious or badly disposed at this poriod of his life,
Practically I have found thom more dovont at this aye than ten
years later.  Bud they ato foll of animal lifo and impaticnco of
rostraint epringing therefrom. At this ago wo must go with
them in their emusements and ses that they are proporly safe.
guarded. A boy between 10 and 18 has moro intsrest in &
Liaorosso or Football matoh, in a gamo of DBaseball, a Skating
Carnival, & Bioycle or Boat Raco than in the best sormon
ever proached that did not take eomo of theao in. If wears
golng to have puro moral and spiritual minded young men weo
raust 569 to 1t thas their recreations are {reo from the fonr taints

which largely destroy the enjoyment of them to tho honoss,
upright man, viz,, Betting, Gambliong, Dringing avd Profanity.

That Lookoat Commiitee does not noead to be composed of
eleopy saints, but they should be thoronghly up to da 1 young
men and women whose hearts are ﬁrml& stayed on Christ and
who are williog and eager to be of gervibs to theso young buys.
Do not forget that boye havea fair sense of their own dignity
and importancs which i will not do to unduly woued. We our-
selven carry some of tho sorest momorios of our life from thoeo
early days. Cultivate the man within the bdy, by trustiog him.
Give bim gomething to do and lot him do it his own way. \When
he fails do not wound bis keon susceptibilitios by sharp jesta but
shuliing your oyes to many praotical failares give him oredit for
the intention lying behind them and encourage him to fariher
offoxt. If this be donsthe voung man of whom I havo now to
spsak will nos be ench a difiicult sabjeot to deal with. Thero aro
different varietica of him and I propose to claes them rador three
heads,

I. THE DRIFTER. II. THE S8IFTER. III. TEE LIFTER.
and consider them in tho order named.
I. TnE pRIFTER.

His appaatance in his early days is tho best of him but finally
his appearance and character co-incide. Ho isfound in all clnssss
of sooioty aud whorever found merite bis name, Ho has thres
traits of charactor by which ho may be distingulshed. Ho is
conontially lazy. Ho hates work and koeps as {ar from it as

oasible. Ho {elioru that the world owes him a livinf and sots
socordingly. Heis no only physically lazy but Lo is mantally

At
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fadolent, He dreams eitlior on the suopy eldo of the street whilo
he props up some house wall, or les prons on the lounge in o
comforiable library with tho book closed. Nos only fe ho mon.
fally and pbysieally fndolent but ho ia pliable and vain and eo
beoomes e+ easy ool for the designing knave, Ho nover gets a
ohanoe because ho never doserves ono, and would let tho bess go
bye if hohad is, Nos haviog sufficiont stamina to load bo is con-
tent to follow snd tho ar-imal 10 him gonerally leads him to follow
the worat, 80, if it were possible, ho deteriorates, and fivally con.
triboles  Inrge quota to our poor-boutcs, insane.asylume, and
prisons. YWhat can we do for bim ? I know he does not want us
bat he nasds ne, and wo want him; for wo aro the only ones who
oan do him good. There fe nopower thatcan touch this human-
drifs wood vitalizipgly bud the regenerative power of the Now.
Birth, No haman effort can roase him {rom his deadly Inertia
bas the awakening of & 26w meshood in Jesus Christ, and wo
mwusel try and surround him with such pressing infinences tbas ho
may drift our way and then pray bim into tbo kingdom. Our
motive makes us sirong and our lovo makes us wiso while our
holp fs omnipotence, Tho only belp of the Drifter is in Christ lot
us $hen try and gather him in,
IL Tux sivree.

The next olass of young mon for lack of & botter term I shall
oall siftora, Like the former olass tho marke of thoir character
may bo oarly disc. vered, They aro not a loveable olaes bat thoy
are » go-ahoad one. Thoy auro boys, who wro at tho front whea
thore is anytbing to ged, and out of sight when there io anything
to do. They will do mwore for the gift than they will do for thg
giver. When they grow older they believe in Missions beginnirg
ia Jorusalem and staying there. They ara suspiclous, oritica
and selfiab. Their idea of othor peoples goodness is based on
theirown, and to thom all generosity means a pradoat investment
‘LLey {reely criticize and readily wondemn, If {key aro meral it
is beoauss it pays and not because it ls right, and they aro
comparatively honest from tho kame standpoint. Have they any
good qualities? Ycw, a8 a rolo they aro intelligontly industrions.
Thoey pay their debts, and socon bavo & balance st tho snving
baok. Convinoe them thas any projeot will pay snd they will
detorminately advooate it and they are as free from offensivo
as they aro from distinguishing virtucs.

What can we do for thom ! Everything that they necd most
Wo can allay their enspioions, for Christianity has nothing to
oonoesl,  We oan resirain iheir oritical spirit by fiviog a
consisten$ life and we only oan curoe their selfishness by bringing
them into coniacs with Chriat. It tho Drifter is the monldable
olay the Sifter is the geanite colomn. The ono must be pressed
and tbe other chizelled into shape. ‘The latter requires most
labor but tho marks cof labor endare the longeat on the latter
Withous ué $he 2ilter only gathers the chaff and stonee, and
stiocks out of grain bul gathera no grain bimself, With ughe
sifis tho dross from tho grain and oarries it on to the hopper.
Wa can uso bim, for truth nesds no bush to hide in, and the more
light cast upon it the clearar it becomes, so doss the grain often
wionowed beoome the purer thercby. Pat the swestest and
purest of your Lockout Committee on his trail or it will be hope.
loss to gather in the Sifter.

UL tae virres,

He is nol an angel but he has the best human obanoce of
becoming one, I have termed him tho Lifter from tho sime he
1ifts the baby out of the cradls to lighten his mother’s cares until
the time tho bearers carry him to the grave he has been a barden.
bearor. Again the Lifter liko his con{reres is to ko found overy-
whers. Amid the news.boys om the street, the gutter-snipo of
the eslume, the dux ¢! the college clase or the Little Lord
FPauntelroy of the Castle, in all ho is in evidence and we are
thaokfal. I fiad throe charactsristios of him shining out every.
whera, He is willing to learn, willing to help, and wiiling to
oboy. Ho is his mother's‘'littls man,” his sister’s chum, and
his father’s boy, when he grows up he is & sportsinan bat not s
sporl, » studeny, bot not & resluse, 8 woman-lovar but not a rake,
s prodent busincss men but not & skinflint. 1f wo can gather
him in; and we should not miss one of them, for they are our
natoral allies, bo is & treasore. Tho willingueas, uosalfishness,
and trao maalineas which characterized him in the world wil)
follow him {nto the Church and mako him one of our moss asstal
membert. Ho it my hero this morning perhsps—

Not with a beantifal faoe or form
Buot a beantifal soul within

With » heart that is good and bravo and ¢
Aund has conquered batefal sin. e

Tho first $wo olagses noed us most, bud wo most need the
Inttez, Weozn do the most for she first and she latter oan do
most forus. YWe hato toleave the comfort of tho warm fireside,

and good fellowsbip and ace tho biting blast and most tho bitter *
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friotion of tho dally battlo of lifo in the world. But I would
oarnestly romind my follow-workere that whilo the Driftor may
becomo a Litter, it io poseiblo that tho Lifter, by an apposite but
analogous process, may bscome a Drilter. Lifo ie not casy to
livo; doty is not always pleasaut to peform, nor is tho reward
alwayain slght. Thonoxt stop apward mny bo Iound jn $bo
ward of o tenemout house and nold in tho sofd oushions of tho
church pow. Ii w. would sweoton the toague of the Silter, Iay
loving hands on tho Dafter, and link the Lifter moro olosely to
us oto., if we are out on ecarch for the young man whoovor ho is,
and whorever hoe is to bo found ; if wo aro unecifishly seeking his
good, ho is ‘o be had, and ho may bo garnered in il wo not oply
eeck him for tho Master, dut ecck him in the Master’s way and in
tho Master’s epirit.

* And this my daily prayer sball bo

‘That thou wilt show shyaalf to me

Thrt thon in mo may more abide

That I in theo mya«lf may hide,”
for tho hiding of eclt ie pot only the flading of tho Mastor, but
also thoso whom tho Mastor soeke, inoluding the young mon of
our congregations,

HOW TO OBTAIN A.MORE THOROUGH KNOWLELD E
OF OUR OWN CHUROH LIFE AND WORK.

BY REY. R, D, FRASER A A,, BOWMANVILLE.

* How to obtain a more thorough Koowledge of our own
Church Lifo and Work,” That such a knowledge ought to be
obtained might bo takon for granted. It would prove an inspira.
tion, Tho dccpest source of inspiration was the Bible itsolf, its
doctrine studied at fieat hand, and its unequalled examples of
labor aud sufforing. Next to this was our own beloved Chureb,
which the spenker held to be closost to Scripturo in hor dectrine
and polity. Her creod was an inspiration, its chief glory being the
place it gives to God. The great truth of tho sovereignty of God,
for which Lho Calvinistic system peculiarly stands, was the very
spino of all tho ovangelical creeds, By throwing men directly
upon Almighty God, it mnade stalwart Christiane, As to the polity
of Presbyterianism, such principles as these were at tho basis of it
—the Church counts of the people—tho only King and bead of
the Church is the Lord Jesue Himself, allogiance being duo to Him
alono—the only term of membership is acceptanco of Christ as
Saviour. It was not to bo wondered at that such a polity
doveloped on the one hand a love of liberty and on the other hand
o broad and Christliko charity. Tho history of the Presbyterian
Church wasiteelf an inspiration Its giaut heroes, such as Calvin
and Knox and Cooke, aud tho Hodges, and Daff, and Geddie, its
derco and often bluody battles for trath and frecdom, its mission
work,—according to Professor Ramsaay, of Glasgow, one fourth of
all the missionary work of I'rotestantism, a knowledge of theso
could not bue creato cathusiaem,

A thoroagh knowledge of their own Ohuroh was also nccossary
to tho most cflicient work. Tho Christian Endeavor movement
omphasized this in itsa motto *‘Xor Christ and tho Church.”
Oaes own Church was truly the avenue to readiest servico, tho most
convenient channel for effort, tho best atrategio position in the
battle with ovil, tho most promising field of labor, the most
cffectivo ongine for tho destruction of tho kingdom of Satan.

Thoe speaker nexs discussod the question how such thorough
knowledge might bo 6btained. He held that a most important
element was tho atmosphere in which tho young wero traived and
urged strongly that the Church and its concerns should have a
larger placo in the family life. Hoalso held that Presbyterial
organizations, by providing the young people with a larger outlook
on Church life and work, aided in increasing their knowledge of
it. Systematic study was another and most important means.
This, the General Assombly hed recogaized in its **Plan of
Study,” now before the Church and which although oply in its
socond month, had been received with marked favor. Mr. Frasor
outlived tho Plan, which provides for weekly atudy of doctrine
through the Shorter Catcchiam and ono meeting a month devoted
wwholly to some topic appartaining to Churchlifo or work. Several
of the most distinguished men in the Church were writing
*“helps” for thesc topics and in addition to the discussion of the
fint topio ** Why I am & Presbyterian” in the Sociotics, it had
already been mado the subject of a Sabbath sermon or & week
night lecturs hy o largenumber of the ministers. The ¢ Plan of
Study " bad boen heartily cndorsed by Endeavorers generally and
tho Endeavar Herald and the Golden Rule organs of the Socisty.
A thsrd method of Ipereasing one’s knowledge of tho Church’s
Iifo and woik was by taking an active part in ir, which tho young
prople were doing to the man.fcst advantage of the Church, whose
futaro depended largely on how eho gained and held their affoction
aad co-operation.
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MISSION FIELD.

LETTER FROM FORMOGSA.
Taxsvur, Foryosa, Oot. 1st, 1890,
Rev. R, P, MaoKay, Szorerary F.M.O.

My Doar Brothor :—Koa Kau and I are back from a trip of
twonty-daye. During that timo wo mado one flying; visit hero, at
the urgent. request of Mr. Layard, H. B, M. Consul. Tho first
Lord's day was given to Khu-a’, a hamlet situated near the table.
laud, throo miles frop Lam.knam, Before going to Canada
sevoral boliovers thero desired a atation in their midst. Last
month thoy socured a building, avd prosonted it to tho mission,
I preached to & packed houso, and after singing several songs of
Zion, left, refiooting on tho solf-propagating spirit of Cbristianity.
The socond f3abbath was epoent at Kelung. Jn the forenoon )09
were presont, including a dozon Ju.pancso soldiers, In thoeveaing,
servico was disturbed by soveral Japanese oivilians, who had
indulged too froely in Saki, (liquor). I sent word to an oflicial
and Polico promptly took the offeuders in eharge, Wo renovated
the church, and mostly with native contributions, All tho
¢ graining ”* was dono vy Koa-Kau, and the painting by himself
aud another young proacher. We worked zoveral nights after
worahip till 10 p.m. An aged Chrtstian woman died the week
boforo, and now a son, who resigned his position as Evangeliat, on
account of 1ll-health, was ocallod home. His remains wore carricd
by mourners to the side of a tea-plantation, and thoro laid ** dust
to dust,” near his mother's grave. There, standing on a lovely
morning, with geoon cfad hills around, all sang with fervor **1to
tho hills will lifc mine eyes.”

When at Keluog, I got word of tho death of Lim Qiet,
who was ono of tho first five baptised in North Formoss, Feb,
Oth, 1873. For twenty long years ho labored faitbfully in“the
Goapel of Joaus, and is now with his Master. Ho was a carpenter

- in Tamsui when I landed hero first. Ho passcd away in

Kap-tau-lawn,

Oa tho third Sabbath we w..e in Sa-kak-sug, which had been
burned by Japancso soldiers, Grass and weeds were growing
where cightcea months ago villagers had flourishing businoss shops.

+ The chapel site was bare ground, for some one dug and carricd

away earth and rofuse. A amall tablo was placed in the contre,
and, followers of Christ stood aronund us whilat the heatben pressed
noar them. I proclaimed life, etornal life, through a crucificd
Redcomer. Tho little compacy of tried disciples seemed overcomo
with joy. Oane beld a hymu book in a b%nd deformed by shot from
a-Japanesoc gun, DMarvolous the escapo! Throughout all the
troubles not ono man deserted the Christian ranks. One of them
is giving his houss, in the meantime, to the brethren for Divine
sorvice.

At Kam-hng, a hamlot several miles away, & Christian family of
many years standing, mado exertions and secored a building for
mission work. I addressed a crowd, under a spreading Banyan
near by, and tho hearers looked pleased.

The 27¢h ult., weu our fourth Sabbath away. I preached in
Pang-kio and Bin-tang, then proceeded to Bang-kab, to adminster
the rite of Baptism. Mr. K. Mawai, Japanese Evangolist, brought
two converts, ono called Akiyama Eeishi, officer in tho Poat Office,
and tho other a soldier named Shibata Banjiro, and at the closo of
oar religious exercises, 1 baptisod thewm in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Thesoe are the firat Japaneas over baptised
in North Formosa. May thoy boe the firat fruits of a glorious
harveat.

I dr not atate all our travelling and Iaboring during week days ;
but notics that we cannot remain long in the country st .a time.
Converta and letters come from all points of tho mission in a con-
tinuous train, and can neither be put aside nor delayed. God is
with us, and wo ¢ Go forward ”’ in His name,

I am, yours sincerely,
G. L. MacKar.

*What ehall I render unto the Lord for all his beneflts toward
mo?” What do you think would be a fitting retnrn? No one
will be able {o make a fall and complets recompense. We shall
ba debtors to God at tho olose of the year as wo are at tho begin-
nisg. Bat wo may do those things thas are fittiog and appropriate
from tho recipionts of so great benotactions. We ray love Bim
with all our hearts. We may extol Him in the presence of onr
irionds. o may doalways those things which please Him. We
may devote our thought and timo and money to the extension of
His kingdom on earth. Tho gratoful hears should seek during all
this year, not to pleass itsoli, for ¢ even Christ pleasod not him.
self,” but to sexve Him who fills all the years with goodness.

705
LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Cunisr 1 T NEw Trsrausyt, Popular Loctures on Biblical
Critioism, By tho Rov. Thomas A, Tidball, D.D. 12mo, pp,
337, papor covors, 50 cents, Now York, Thomas Whittaker.

It is with groat heartiness that wo eommend this Intonsely
interoating and holpful book to all thoughtful readers. Ministers
will find it very usoful, also SBunday achool teschers. To the
genoral reader, howover, it will bo the most valuable—the roader
who has not devoted much time, if any, to the consideration of the
subjeots troated, and yet who feols the nosd of propar instruotion.

Woe focl suro that no one, with any carnestnoss, can fail to have
his faith strengthened, and his intereat in tho New Testament
groatly quickened by tho reading of thoze admirable pages. It is
well worth our while to avail oursolves of helpa liks this, for the
very ohildron are asking us quostions we find it hard to answer.

Tux Baeatit or Gop: A Sketoch of the Dootrine of Inaplration,
By tho Rav. Frank Hallam. 12mo, cloth, 75cts. New York,
Thomas \Whittaker.

The ‘* Highor Oriticlam*’ controversy has already developed an
sxtonsive literaturo, and has openod for fresh iuvestigation the
wholo question of inspiration. Io the volume before us, ¢ The
Breath of God," by the Rov. Frank Hallam, we bave a scholarly
and romarkably eloquent work, giviog an historical and oritical
review of this doctrine. In torscand foroibls lsngusge, the author
skotches tho formation of the canon of Scripturs, tho gradual
formulation of the various ¢ theories of inapiration,” and the riso
of the ¢ higher oriticiam.” Theso differcat thoories he reduces to
two : the traditional and the inductive.

Wo do not know whora a fairer or more intelligiblo atatement
of tho present attitude of the Christian world toward tho vexid
problem of. inspiration can be found.

The Homiletic Review {8 undoubtedly is nndoubtedly ons of the
leading preaciior’s magazines in the world, and its various depart-
ments are conducted with conspicuous ability, The February
number ia fully up to tho bigh standard it has made for itself.
Apart from homiletical material thero are articles by such men as
Dr. Warficld, Dr. Cunningham Qeikie, Dr. Burr, Archdeacon
Sinclair of London, and Dr, Payne, all on live subjeots. Dr.
MceCurdy continues hie series of papers on the results of resant
discoverics as illustrating the Bible. Funk and Wagnalls Co.,
Toronto, New York, London. $38.00 per year.

— ———

The Truth for February expends its main strength in berating
the Highor Critics and theological professors generally, including
Prin. Grant of Queen’s College. These obnoxious parties, no
doubt, do aomotimes give occasion for oriticism, and if oriticism
were givea in the right spirit they might be willing to profit by it;
but the manner in which they are here abused rather begete
sympathy with them in the minds of urprojudiced people. The
ack of God’s truth has little need of suoh defendcers as usually con-
tribute to this magazine, and in the end will owe little to their
advocacy. Fleming H. Revell Co. $1.00 per annum,

The Qritical Reviewo for January begins the soventh year of
publication for this valuable poriodical, and the editor, Prof.
Salmond, announcea that hereaftor each number will bo increased by
sixtoen pages. This number is full of the usual excellent notices
written by the most competent authoritics in Britain of all the
leading works in theology and philosophy which have appcared
daring the quarter either ir English or in other languages. The
moderate priceat Which this magazineis published enables only one
who really cares to do g0 to keep abreast of the theological liter-
ature of the day. T. and T. Clark, Edinburgh. Quarterly
price 1/5.

Sunday Hours for Foebruary just to hand contains many inter.
esting featuces, among them the prize toxts for illastrating for
which the publishera offer prizes in order to enconrage the artistio
tasto among the colonial children, The various departments are

woll sustained. The story commenced in the January number,
*Bob and Bill,” tho story of two friends in nced increasad in
intereat from chapter .to chapter.

The Biblical World for January gives an illuetrated ariicleon
the *¢1de.l Obildbood in non.Christian Religions ” by Prof.
Goodspead, one’on ¢ Thological Teainiog for the Times ” by Prof.
Foster, * tho Zacharias” of Mass. xxiii, 86 by the Rev. Jobn
MoPhetson besides the nsual studies in the Bible, Bus probably
most readers will be speoislly intsrested in the artiole on “ths
Reoently Discovered Ierael Tables” with she accompanying onts
of tho stone on which it e found. The artiolo bowever {s neither
gonerous to Prof. Bayos nor fair to the Bible. Tho writer seems
to hold » brief againas the historics) character of the Pentatench,
whick makes one distrust his gaidance, Univeriity of Chiosgo
Press $2,00 & year.
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THE CONVERSION OF SAUL.
(Acts ix. t-19.—For Feb. 28th.*)
BY REV. FOILIP A. NOBDELL, D. D.

Judged by his temper and training no man would havo appeared
loas likely to bocome the foremoat champlon of Christianity than
Saul of Tarsns. A pride of birth that looked with cdntempt on
the patrictens of Romo, a rigid rabbinical training that intepsified

«overy instinot of national and religious oxclusiveness, an elaborate
solf-1ightecnsness that attompted Lo scalo the heavens, a zeal for
Judaism that tolerated oo rival faith wore not promising traits
out of which to shaps a hamble Christian dependent on a crucified
Mossiah for divine favor, and the moat enthusiastio Apostle of a
falth hitherto abhorred and persecutod by him. Not‘withont
reason has the Chrrch rogarded the cenversion of Saul as the most
- important event in her history aubsequent to the Day of Pentecost.

BAUL'S CONVERSION A FAOT OF UNIVERSAL INTEREST.

Ssul alwaya looked upon his conversion as a fact that con.
cerned others as well as himself. Vieions he bad in sbundance, in
some of which he is canght up into the third heaven. But honover
appeals to theas asthe basis for his faith. Only once (2 Cor. xi. 1-9)
is he tempted to refer to them as evidences of divino approval of
his apostleship. Bat ke checks himself almost before he hasbogun:
Thees visions concerned only himsel! and God. But his conversion
wasa fact that belonged to the whole world. It was eatiroly
outside the category of his visions, not for a moment to be classified
with them as some modern skeptica have done. Hence Paul con-
stantly appealed to it alike jo his public addresses and written
Epistles. Io the book of Acts w.i6 reader is prescnted with three
detailed reports. In ths Epiatles four roferences to it occur. No
other ovent, aside from the death and resurreotion of Christ,
recaives so much notice ir the New Teatament. Ard well it may.
Considerel merely in its apologetio aspeots it is, next to tho
resurrection, one of the moss important events in the history of the

Church,

SAUL'S CONVERSION A 2ROOF OF CHRISTIANIIY.

The impertancs of Baul's conversion sy not morely in the im-
mense services wkick he afterwards rendered to Christianity both
a8 a missionary and as a thinker, but in the fact that it forms one
of the immovable buttreases of Christianity. It prosents a
psycholugical problem that criticism has attacked times without
number, but had never solved ; and this, for the simple reason
that it never can be satisfactorily solved except by an admission of
thoss supernatural premises on which Christianity restsitsclaima.
For this reason Tanl himaelf appealed to it as a fact which
transoendantly surpassed the experiences included in the most
startling of other conversions. Ina proper and truc acnge cvery
converaion may be spoken of as a miracle of grace, the communtcea-
tion of spiritual life to a soul through the myaterious touch of tke
Spirit of God. Saunl's conversion included thisand more. It was
socompanied by the visible appearance and audible voico of the
Lord Jegus Christ. This waa tho astounding revelation thatin an
fnstant broke dewn the batred, fury and maligoity of the Jowish
persecutor who aupposed that ho waa renderingthoe highest possible
servios to God in exterminating the followers of this Jesua craci.
fied asan imposter. Iustantly it transformed khim into a docils
and unwearied alave of Jesus—a slave who bore no fettera buy
those of love, and who in the moat zelf-denyicg ssrvice to his
Maaster realized his own highest liberty and independence. 1f
Baul's converaion waz dus, as he maintainsd, to the personal
appearance to himself of Jesus Christ, then Christ had risen from
thodead. He was the liviog Messiah. Ho had proved Himself to
ba tho Sonof God. Though enthroned in heavenly glory, He was
2ti]l preseat with His Church and opsrated throngh it for the
sccomplishment of Hisredemptive work. Saul'aconversionproved
the reaurrection of Christ, and the resurrection was the corner-stone
of Christianity.

THE ATIEARANCE OF CHRIST TO SATL NOT AX ILLUSION.

In order to evads this conclusion hoatilo criticism bas endea.
vored in one way or another 1o explain this experiencs in tho way
to Damascus as a natoral phenomenon. Sau), it ie said, “bad a
natural tendency to ocstacy ; hia physiological, no Joss than his
spiritaal, constitotian predisposed bim to it. Heo bad a nervous
disposition easily overwrought, a sanguino-bilious temperament ;
and was very dolicate, sobject probably to epileptic attacks
(@Cor. ir. 7) 1 The fanciod appearance of Christ at his convar-
alon was only ons of hisocstatichallucinations. That Taulsbarply

—_=——

“4n Exposition of Lewson 8 in The Bidle Sixdy Union Sxxcd
Seheol Lessons oa U The Three Groat quulo{" 4

distingaished this appearanco frem his subsequent visions 1

cloarly provod by his roticenco i1n speaking of the latter, and his
unwearied cmphasis on tha former. DBut look for a moment on
another set of facts. DPaul bequeathed to the world a series of
Epistles from which it it ia poeaiblo to form an accurate estimato
of his intellectual and moral ckaracter. Thess place him by
common consent on tho pinbaclo of intellectual power, and as a
moral teacher next to Josns Hamsolf. They prove him to have
boon ons of tho keenest, moat penctrating, and discriminating men
that ovor lived, as well as ono of tho nobleat and sincerest. While
complausny 1n non-easentials, 1a essentials ho olung to his convic-
tions with unyielding tenacity. Thia man, passionately attoohed
toa croed whioh tarned wrth unspeakablo abhorrence from acknow-
ledging tho crucified jesus as the God.-given Measiah, instantly
becomes the life-loug scrvant and martyr of Jezns, Did Paunl know
tho causo of his converalop, or has that knowledge been reserved
for ekeptica in later ages? Did ho invent a lie, or was he self-
deceived? The former conclusion 18 rojected by every thinking
man, If tho latter in truo, no human expericnce can ever consti-
tute a sufficient basis of knowledge. Moreover for such a lifo and
such an influence to havo originated in delusion and falsehood,
whethor deliberate or unconscious, is simply unthinkable, This
would nesessitato a moral miracle greater éven than the physical
miracle of tho resurrection of Christ. Sach an cffect from such a
cause would ovsrturn tho moral foundations of tho universs.
There is no satisfactory explanativn of Saul's conversion but the
truthfulness of the explanation given by himself.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lysson IX.—Tm, Discirres Disrersep.—Fenruarr 28.
(dets viii, 1-17.)
# Goroex Texr:—* They that were scattered abroad went
everywhers preaching ths Word."—Acts viii. 4.

TinE axp Prace—A. D, 37. Jeruselem, Judes, and Bamaria.

IxTRODTOTION.—Our last lesson closed with the death of
Btephen, the first martyr. We are told that the witnesaes, who
were by the law ol Moges reqaired to bs foremost in the execution
of such as wero condomned by their testimony, 1ai® “own their
clothes at the feet of & young man named Sanl, and ous leason to-
day tellaus of a fieros persscution of the church under Saul's
leadership, which followed immediately opon Stephen’s death,

VEnsk Y Versk.~1. **Saul*-—Atlterwards Paul, the apostle-
He was born in Tarsus, and was a learned Jew. ¢ TWas oonsent-
ipg."—He sanctioned it®and gave help toit. By some i$ wassop-
posed that he was a member of the coamcil that condemned
Stephen, ¢t The church."—The disciples of Jesus, ¢ Scattered
abroad."—~Driven away from Jerusalen:. *Judes."—Thosouthern
province of Palestine. ¢ Exoept tho apostles.””—Tho resron for
their remaining is not olear, unless they interpreted Christ’s com-
mand as requiring them to remain.

V. 2, “ Davont men."~—This probably refers not to tha dis-
ciples, but to good men among tho Tews.

V. & ¢ Bavox>—Lsaying it waste by his fercs perscculion.
** Haling men, eto.’—Seizing and dragging away.

V. 4. *Went everywhers preaching.”—Wherever they went
they preacbed the gospel. The persecation was thus the means of
spreading tho truth.

V. 6 ¢ Philip.'—He was one of the geven deacons who had
been obosen to have the cars of the funds of tho churob. ¢ The
city.”—Rather ¢ a city.”

V. 8, “Grest joy."—In part {rom tbo rolie! uxperienced by
many from tho miracles of Philip, in part from the spiritual
blessings revoaled to them.

V. 9. *“Bimon.”—He is commonly called Simon Magus. He
Was & sorceror, practicing all the arts of magic Xnown to that
day.

V. 12. ¢“Wore baptized.”—They received the ordinaunce of
bapiism npon their profession of Isith in Christ.

< 18. »Sirmon . . belisved aleo.””—From what {ollowed wa
kuow that this was a false profeesion, baving for its object the
gaining of & power groater than the magioc which ho pracliced.
' \Vondered,"—He knew shat bis own arts were deoeplive, and
ho wondezod at the power displayed in tho miracles of Phibp.

V. 14 * Sent unto them Peter and Jobo.”—WWho would repro-
sent thochurch. “Prayed . . . that they might roceive the
Holy Ghoat,”—-That they might have the same gifta of the Spirit
which ware bestowed upon tho disciples at the dsy ol Peatecoss.

V. 17. 4*Laid their hands oa them.”—The lazing on of hands
was & symbolio act.

Trovours.—Persecution 3a ons of Sslan’s instruments for de-
stroying the work of God. In somas cases ho may sesm {ohave
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goined singlo viotory, When the disclplea scattered in difforent
dircotions from Jerusalem, it might bave secmed that the church
was destroyod. Saul was an open enemy to tho charob. Hobad
offiolal sanction upun his proceedings. Heo went to the full ex-
tent of law. Ho was zealous in tho extreme. Ho had no respeot
for age or sex in hia work. He mado tho sabjeots feel the fall
forosof oxoited fury. Me interfored with their rights of con.
ecionve. IHo disrogarded their rights of choicoin religion. He
declared their doctrines falso, and, therefore, declared them
blacphemers. Ho took upon himsolf the right to use bis own
method to bring theas people to what ho might consider justice.
He oconoluded he had been faithfal and succosafal when the dis-
ociples eoaght refogo in other 1ands, and theix company disbanded.
Batan works rashly and porsistcntly until ho makes a stir, but he
oannot cut off the source of. power, when ho has gen$ men from
ono locality to another.

Decoption is a forcible weapon which Gatan engages against
the welfara of mankind. In this oase he operated by meuns of the
bigoted Simon. Men involuntarily yield to the will of one whora
they coneider groat. For want of knowledge of truth, she SBamar.
itaus were led to accept the magic arts which Simon for years
urged upoa them, He had held the right of way for somo time.
There wae none to exceed or dieputo him. He grew pompous in
his position, until he exaltantly proclaimed himsel! great, and
willingly acoepted the applause of the people when thoy deolared
him ¢ tho great power of God.” R

Enlibgtenment ia the work of God. Through bis faithfal ser-
vants the light of tzath was shed upca tho durkened minds of the
onoo despised race of the Samaritans. Trath makes error vanish
as the day goatters night. Real miracles, bringing practicsal
benefit to anclean minds and afilioted bodies, gained the atten-
tion and good will of tho benighted half hesthen, and mado way
for the preaching of Christ. The messengers did not cailatteation
to themselves, bat to the Christ of God, whose power they all
might prove for their own eternal happiness, Buch preacking
commended itgell to {hoss who had been so deotived by buman
wit, and the oontrast was clear, and their choice was easily made.
This cffered grace sccured unto them all the blessings which the
aposiles had reczived, taking away entirely all lines of distinction
with refarence to grace, or pesition, making them joint heirs with
Jesus Christ,

Brotherly love is a chief characteristic among tho followers of
Christ. Nationality, color, or achicvemeonts, have no weight with
a dis2ipls who is in possssaion of tho gils o! tho Holy Spirit.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.

First Day—Persecation Foretold—Natt, x. 16-42

Socond Day—Sanul tho Persccutor—Acts ix. 1-22,

Third Day~The Diaciples Dispersed—Acts vifi. 1-17.

Fourth Day—Whither They Wont—Acts xi. 10-30.

Fifth Day—Miraculous Powers Promised—Mark xvi 14-20.

Sixth Day—Thoe Sorcerer’s Covetouzness Reproved—Acts viil
13.25.

Praver Nertixe Toric, Feb, 28.—“From what docs Christ

save men ' —Titus iii. 1-7.

~CHERIST SAVES H1S TROTLE FROX
Tho Power of Satan.—~Acts xxvi. 15, Ps. cxxiv. 7,
Tho Dominion of Sin.—Rom. vi. 14.
Spiritual Death.—Eph. ii. 1.
The Horrible Pit.—Ps. xi. 2; xxxii. 5.
The Unrast of the Wicked—TIua. 1vii. 20,
Tho Fear of Death.~—Heb. ii. 15,
The Wrath to Come.—1 Thess i. 10.
All Evil. —Gen. xiviii. 16.
Tho Fear of Alan.—Prov. xxix, 23.
Tho Love of Mcaey.—~1 Tim. vi. 10, 11
Oat of Troublo.—Ts. liv. 7.
Anxioas Care—Phil. iv. 6.

WIIAT CIIRIST IS AKLLE TO DO.

Heb. vii. 25. Heb. ii. 18, 2Tim. i. 12, Rom. iv. 21, 2Cor.
Ix. 8 Epb. iii. 20, Judetd.

CHRIST MIGHTY TO SAVE.

Qur Lord Jesus Chriat wasablo and willing to save irom the
tegwnniog., From tho first-promiss to ovr fallen parcats to the
present day, bas tho zeed of the woman been bruising the sorpents
head. Hoappoared ablo to savo whea he dwelt on earth in a
Tabernacloof clay. Etillbo mingled the dignity and pewerof »
God, with theabasamentand infirmities of a zaortal man, asserticg

701

to himsolf tho divino preogative of forgiving sine; apeaking of a
glorious resurrection and ctornal life as His gift, representing Him.
s0lf a3 the head atone of tho corner, on whom was fixed all the
stress of man’e oternal intoreat; and as the awful judge, before
whozo teibunal tho groateat of the ohildren of men ahounld stand;
and from whom all should recoivo that decisive sentence, which
should fix them in final happiness or despair Nay, even in his
deepest humiliation on tho cursed tree, o ray of divire glory
broke throogh the dark cloud of infamy with which he was then
surrounded. And amidst all tho scorn and rage of insulting
enemies, %o wero roproachivg him as abandoned by God and man,
He speaks from the cross as from the throne; and, as the King of
heaven, takea upon him to dispuse of scats in Paradizo, If He
werothus able tosave, when Ho dwelt tn so homble a form; how
much moroe so is He amidat all tho magnificonce of His exaltation
in the higheat heaven; whither He has asconded, as a glorious
conqueror, havinglod captivity captive; and received gifta for
men! Caa wo bolieve that Hia arm bas less power tosavo, or that
Hisear is h avy, and canoothear ? Nol we may assure ourselves,
that Ho isat this moment as able to exert an almighty power for
the salvation of His people, as Ho was on that illustrious day,
when He poured out tho 8pirit on His disciples, at the Feast of
Pontecost, or when He appeared to Paul on the way to Damascus
with tho glories of heavennew upon Him! 8till is our Redeemer
ableto save, and shull eontinus to boso. When woand all other
laborers in the Masteraservice havepasred from timeinto eternity.
And to the very cnd of time, one generation sha)l rise, and declare
His rightcousness to another; and that righteonsneas shall be the”
same.

'This foundation of God shall stand sure; though rocks moulder
into dust, and the mountains be ren.xoved out of their place. Yes,
when the sun shall {fade away in its orb, and and all the golden
lamps of thess Jower heavens ahall be oxtinguished, the Sun of
Glory shall shine forth with undiminished radiancy. Still His
victorious encrgy shall continue the samae; and it shall be as troe °
of Bis power, as of His grace; thut Jesus Christ is ablo and willing
to save His peoplofrom their sins, and is the samo Yesterdly To-
day and Forover.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

This department is conducted by & member of the General
Assembly’s Committos on Young People’s Societiea. Correspond.
cnce is invited from all Yonng People's Societies, and Presbyterisl
and Synodical Committce. Address: *Our Young People,”
Prrsayresiax Review, Drawer 2465, Toronto, Oat.

“ THE STONE WHIOH THE BUILDERS REJEOTED/Y

A great cathedral was being bailt.

The most beantifal marble, exquisitely carved, made its walls,
Its woodwork was liko sati, and of delicate colors. Tho windows
weralike rich paintings, telling tho wonderful stories of Cbsat's
life. .

Tho workmen had ccme from far and near;the most skilful
only baving been chosen,

For months hammers aud chisels rang, till at last all bat one

window was finished. It was a south window, not large, where
richaunlight fell early and late. -

stStrange it should bave boen forgotten,” said the master
workman. **The bishop comes to.morrow, and ail shonld bs
finished.”

A littlo, bent mao, with a shrewd, but kindly face, limpsd up,
Doffing his2ap, henid:

*8ir, I aave r=ade a window for that space from bits of ths
other windows. DPray you, Iot it go up.” ’

6]t iz tho beat wo esn do,” said the master.

“Paot it up for to-morrow, man, but after that it must coms
down.”

Tho next day the chureh was crowded.

Just as the old bishop turned to preach the sermon, the sun
burat ont. Ii camo throsgh the sonth window, touching his whits
bair with a hslo. -

Frary ono turned to look. The stranger’s window was a flash-
ing jewel. Though it wasmade of bits, the colors were so blended
tbat it sasmed likoone. Tho snnlight glittered and brokeinto a -
thonund raye.

Tho bishop koew abont theforgotten wizdow, and tho strange
way ono had been made. Ho had written a siately sermon, bat
ho put it zway, and preached the thenght tho beantiful window
gave: ‘The rejected atone belng the bead of the corner.”

Peopile who heand it, and saw the windows, never forgol. So
akall wo foel, littlo and big, when wosce that romo of our Iittls
eforts wh'ch many thonght worthless, aballbe counted by Jesta
worthy of all recognition.
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THE BOY.

When yo3 hoar a fearful racket,
Like a miniatare cyclone,
With somo sounds so stravgo that surely
Their like was novar known,
While the rother listens calmly,
Even with a smiliog faco,
You may know that it ia nothing
But the toy aboat the place.

Wheo there’s famino In tho capboard
And the milk patl sooa rans dry,

Arnd you can’t keep pies or cookles,
No matter hotw you try ;

When you vainly seck for apples
That have gons and left no trace,

Hard times is not the tronble—
Therc's a boy about the placs.

{When there’s sawdust oa tho carpet
And soms shavings on the beds,
When tho rags are tossed in corners
And yoar chairs stand op their heads,
While, if a tool you're needing, you
All round the house must race,

You may know he's making sometking,
Ts tho boy about tho place.

When tho hoaso is fall of sunshine
On tho darkest kind of day,
Aud you hayo tolaugh at seeiog
- Somo outlandish, boyish play,
And wkon oyes 30 bright and loviag
Oft aro raised to meet your face,
You will pray, I know, ¢ God U'cxs him,
Bless our boy about tho place.”
Pacifis Coast Endeavorer.

THE OI.D PASTOR'S FAITH.
DY MARY BLED,

Several years have passed ainco wo Ieft tho wounded coemy to
partake of Pastor Sasillo’'s bospitality. Again 1t is wioter. &
dark, atormy night; the wiad howled throngh the pincs, and
drifted tho snow, which fell in foathery flakes, deep in tho glens.

Pastor Savillo and Margacet drew close to the choetful blazs in
tho wids, old-fasbioned fireplace. Margaret sst on the groond at
her graodiather’s feet readiog the precious Bible which she held in
her bacd. Theblzzing log on tho hearth afforded sufficiens light;
#o the rash.wick candle on the rade, homo-mado dresser bad not
been lightod.

s« Hark] child, I bear a footall,” exclaimod the old man,
placing his hand behind his ear iz an attitado of listenicg. Taen
cams » Joud keock at the door.

1 Strike & Light, cbild,” sid the old maa, rislog quickly.

Margarel sprang to the dresser, and, takiog Jdown the flint
s tonos, atruck them togethar over the candlo-wick. Tho ola man
tock the candlo from the gitl's band and harried to open tho door.
Holdiog tho flaring light abovo his head, he pecred out lato tho
darkness. Thero stood 3 man wrapped in a large cloak.

1t Poacs, Father Saville 1" exclaimod the man, springing through
the open door; ** put vat the light acd bar the door; no ons must
»ce mo in your hone.”

Tho old man recoguizou ait a. once as tho man whose life ho
had saved.

4t Y on briag me eril tidings,” said be, with a quaver of appro-
henslon in tis voice.

1 do tndeed,” was tho reply ; ** perhaps I do wrong in comiog;
but my conrcience waras mo that I promised you whea yon rescued
me from death to roxmpesss you il ever the opportnaity conld b
found, So lcame to warn you. Early to-morrow morning two
oficers with a aguadron of cighty dragoons will bo hero to ssarch
tho town. Now, sate yourselves by -flight.” With thess words
the mesmnger thrusta roliof moaey into the hzod of tha aslonished
0'd man, and, muflling himself in his hoge cloak, was goaa.

Margaret flung her arm aronnd her grandiather's neck aad laid
ong trembliog 1 and on bisarm. .

s*Child, ba beave; foar not; what did’at thou read ?” mid the
old man, drawing the frigbleaed grd clote to him, and kisslng
away bor tears.  **Doat thon remember, doar™

**Whea thon passees throagh the waters, I will be with thee,'”
repeated Marparet.

¢ Aye, child, and ho wul {alfil hts promisze. Harry, dlargnret,
we mumt pek ott beloagiogs, and foa.”

¢ Bat our people.”
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¢ Ayo, child, they will go with us, I will go and wara thew.!

% Not you, grandfather; lot me go; Ican run faster,” sald
Margaret, anatebing her cloak, aod darting out Into the atormy
darknoss.

Then the old pastor quickly and silently gathored such of their
belongings as they could carry, and tiod them, together with their
provislons, in littlo bundles. Then, with a murmured prayer of
thankfalness, the faithfal old servaunt of Qod went out and cloacd
the door of the little mountsin home for the last time,

Baif an hour later pastor and peopls were horrying silently
along the border of tho sleeping town. The fast-falling aoow, liko
an angel of mercy. quickly covered the tracks of the fugitives, and
many miles wero covered cro the faint atreaks of dawn bogan to
pencil tho east with light. Through the deep drifts ina narrow
glen the little band pressed on, A ledge of rocks walled the ateep
bank on one side, whilo the other was screened by a thick growth
of trecs and shrubbery. A narrow boulder had fallen from the
rock, and ore of the men, mounting a rounded ledge below peered
ovor. The faint morning light dimly revealed the joy expressed on
his faco; but his volco—the firat voico raised above a whisper—
filled the cumpany with courage. Clinging with one hand to the
bonider, he rased the other toward heaven and cried ina tone of
exultation ; *“ God defends the right1”

The company rushed forward, and saw a warm, dry cave. By
raplacing the fallen bouldet they wounld be safe in comfortable
qu-rtors. As thoy entered their rocky rotreat tho dragoons
marcked into tho deserted village, and quickly surrourded all the
Proteatact houses that no heretio might'sscape. At a sigoal from
their loader they rushed into the deserted housca. Three days
thoy searched ap and down tho mountains. The little congrega-
tion, safe in their 1ocky retreat, could hear the clatter of the hoofs
and tho shouts of their onraged enemice. From every tonguo old
enough to lisp a prayer axcended a cry to God for help. The
prayers were heard and answered. The soldiers, confounded by
this divine iaterferenoce with their plan, gavo up in despair. The
scattored troopa gathered at & sigoal and quickly retired.

When tbs shades began to gather on tha fourth night the little
bazd came forth {rom the friendly shelter of tho cave, and, trust-
ing in God, they renewed their weary journey, Hiding by dayin
caves or bushes, they slowly made their way to Germany.

Time had been moving with them, aud it was Christmas morn-
ing when thoy cromed ths Riine, and gathered in a cold, bungry
group at the fcot of a mountain. Oaly a few dry crusts remained
c. their provisions, and starvation stared them in the face.

In perfect faith tho old pastor, leaning for succonr on the breast
of Christ, gathered his peoplo around him, and offered & ferveat
pntition for help. Sweet wero the promises of which the old pastor
reminded his God. TWhen tho prayer was ended thay lifted their
voices, 20 long quies, and the decp forest roverberated with the
swect psalm of praise which thoy sang,

* Hark! What sweet mausic! Man, whence comes it?™ ex-
claimed a Serman Prinocs as ho reined his steed and listensd.

** From yoader {oreat,” anywered his companion after a moment
of fistening, as he pointed down tho highway.

“Truo enough. I wot thero are gypaies epcamped there.
Wo will run down the highway, cross ths forest, and rout them.”

The prince and his fricnd had atarted out upattended, that
moraing to join the shase, and had just estercd the highway when
the rioging notes of the aweet old psalm fell opon their cars.

Over tho creaking smow, fcllowed by their dogs, flaw the
mounted riders, amd came npoa the littlo auembled congregation
juat us the faitufal old pastor was telling tha beantiful atory cf the
Babe of Bethlehem. With a gesture ot impatience, the prince
demanded in a tons of authority : ** What it goiaz on hero?®

The cld pastor approached the horsemsn, with tottering foot-
steps, Lo tell their story, when the prince’s companion sprang from
his saddle, and grasped the old maz's Land, exclaiming: * Pastor
Savrille, thack God! Wo are yoar {riends.”

Tho old pastor’s syos were dim, Lat he was not alow in recog-
nuring the man whose life he had saved, and who in return bad
zaved his owa. :

Erxplasatians were made by both partice.  The good Protestant
prince apologized for bis graffacss, and, haading tho old maa a roll
of mioney, directed him to take his congregation to an inp, aad
bastily wreto a note to tho proprioter, bidding him sheiter and
{oed tham.

A few yoars alter this tho old pavtor died. Oao lovely wintex
day the beautiial Murcaret became the wifs of the gonsrous young
princs.  Whon the merry weddiag bells had csand to ring out joy
and good withrs; when the cresceat mooa reflected boe 2ght on
the waves of tho Rbine, tho lovely drideled her husband across
tha soowy plaic, snd togsther they knolt and thacked God for His
Prossrving cate, -
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Church News

{AQ communications to this column ought to
dssent to ths Editor smmediately after the
occurrences Lo which tAsy rejfer Aave taken

#lace)
MONTREAL NOTES.

.The ainth annua! Coavention of the Pro-
vinolal S, 8. Unlon was beld last weok in
the town of Granby one of the most enter-
prising places in ths Eastern Townships.
Lhe people of the town throw themaelves
heartily into the work of makiog the neces-
sary arrangements, and attended in large
numbers. There was alsoa good attendance
ofrepresontativeS §. workersfromMontreal
and other places. Tho report given by tho
Becretary of tho Union showed that the
paat year had been ono of unusual activity
in promoting local crganizationsthroughout
the Provinoo and in holding Local Conve n-
tions for the {nstruction and encours sement
of workers. It also revealed that there
remained a very considerabls amcunt to be
done befcre it coald be said that the work
was on a aatisfactory basis. Ths statistics
showed that for overy bundred children of
Protestant parentain thoachoolsthero were
saventy-fironot thereasyet. Thedifficalty
was due largely to the fact that the two
bandred thousaad Protestants ia the Pro-
vinco wero widely scattered over a dustract
nearly six handrod mileslong. In view of
the situstion specia]l prominence has been
Fven to the Home Dapartment, and zatisa-
actory progress has been made in organiz-
ing these important appendages to the
sohools. Tho principal speakers at the
Convention were Mr. G. H. Archibald, tho
energatic and effi at Secretary of tha
Union, AMr. Alfred Day, Secretary of the
Oantario Union, and Mr. G. W. Peate, of
Springfield, 2fass. After tho C- nvention
was over those two last speakers addressed
meetings in Aouatreal with much aceept-
ance.

‘The pulpit of Calvin Church has been
supplied for tho past two Sundays by the
Rev. Dr. Whittier, of Pictou, N.S. On
Tosaday evening he gave a lecturein ihe
same church for the benefit of the Library
Fand of the S. S., on Auztralia, where he
has spont saveral jeass. He goes directly
from Montreal to Trinidad where ho is to
supply the church at Port of Spain which
has recently been resigued by tho Rev. E.
A. McCurdy. Dr. Whittier is an effectivo,
popular spsaker, and was well received in
Alontreal.

Priocipal MacVicar arrived homo from
Britain on Friday, the 5th inat., having
come over on the Canada by way of Baston.
Be it looking well after his prolonged
holiday and is in the beat of apirits. On
Monday ovening a welcome supper was
$ + _ 1 by the studests of the Collegs
attended by all the professors, at which a
warnly worded address was presented by
Mr. M. H. McIntosh on behalf of the whole
body of students. In reply the Principal
gavoan interesting socount of his travels
abroad with appropriate zeflections ca whst
he bad seen.” His observations on _edaca-
tional matters are especially valuabloard
it is to be hoped that they may takeoshape
in somemors permavent form. Dr. Barclay
who has been oconducting the clana in
in Syatematic Theology will continue to do
80, until the end of the aseason, but the
manifold duties which fall to the lot of the
Principal will be resumed by him at once.
Prominent among these are the Chairman-
ah? of the Board of French Evangelination
and of the Proteatant Board of Schoel
Commissicners for the City of NMontreal

On Thuraday erening last the Rev. Dr.
Barclay delivered bis lecture on Savonarola
to a good audieave in Melville Church,
Westmount, .

Tas Rav. J. Ayles Crombie bas resigned
the charge of Cote des Neiges azd Norwood.
The mattar has not yat coms belore the
Presbytery, bat inall probability the resig-
pation will ba acceptead. Tbe cbarge lsoze
that ia likely to grow in importance in the
omar foturs owing to the fact that all parts
of the Qistrict have been brooght into easy
communication with the city by lines of
clectrio railway.

QENERAL.
The Praabyterian church st Fitzroy hss
oontributed {:s tothe Judis Famine Fund.

Rov. A, MoNab, of AMeaford, has sccepted
o call to tho PresbytersanlChursh at Novw-
martket. .

St. Poter's Preabytorian church, Madoo,
have forwardud $40 to the Indlan Rolief
Fund Committee.

KnoxCollege Students Miasionary Society
will hold the 25th publio meoting in Oonvo-
cation Hull, Friday Fob. 10th.

Tho Rev. Dr. Milligan Toronto delivered
anintercating leotare on * Howto Brighten
Life,” at the Ocllegiante Institute Napance
on Feb. 12,

Tho anniversary cervices at the Elmrvale
Presbyterian church or Sunday and Monday
wero well attended., Tho total collantions
were $194.65.

At a meeting of the members of the
TWatford and Xnox Presbytorian Churches
beld on Feb. 2nd, a ubanimous call was
oxtended to tho Rov. Robert Haddow, late
of Milton.

At a meeliog of the congrogation of the
Carloton N. 5. Presbyterian church Feb,
8rd to comsider a call extended to tbeir
pastor, Rev, James Burgess, by the Pioton
Presbyterian church, addresses wore made
by eeveral membera of the congregation
calcgizing Rev. DMr. Burgess and exprezeing
the hope that he world remsin with them.
Afeeare. John Sloeth, James Beott and D,
McQueen were appointed a commpttes to
report to Presbytery and offer Ar. Burgess
$100 inorease in salary to remain.

A mostiog of tho organizatior committee
of the Waterloo street South Preabyterian
Mission was held Feb, 9th, when a cunfer-
cnce took place between the committee and
representeatives of the Firat Preabyterian
and Knox Presbyterian churches, London,
Ont. 2Matters havo 30 faradvanced asto

resent a guatauteo of between §300 and

400, and many moxe will unite with the
congregation when orgsnization is com-
ploted.” Tbe matter will be brought beforo
tho Presbytery, which meets next mozth.

Rov. Androw Boyd, formerly of Fairrille,
was indueted pastor of the Pisarinco Pres-
byterian church, N.B., on Fel. 2ad. Rev.
Mr. Fraser, of St. Stephen's chureh, con.
ducted public servico and preached an
appropriate sermon, alter which Rev. W.
W. Rannie as Moderator of the Session
presided at theinduction. Rev. Mr, Bargess
addressed tho new mibister, and Rev. Mr.
Rainnio the oogle. on thoir respective
privileges and doties. The new paster
received a hearty welcome from the peopls,

At the lagt Communion Sunday in the
TorontoJunction Preabyterian ebureh when
the paator, Rev. J. W. Rac, wasaasisted by
Reov. Wm. MacMillan, an intereating feat-
ure being the reception of fifty.six new
commupicants, twenty of whom join by
certificates and thirty-six by profersion of
faith, Tho increase of tho membersbip
since the induction of 2Ir. Raslast May hax
been marvellons. Since thet date, 142 new
members have beenreceivedandin the same

riod only aboat ten members bave bren
mt by removal, deaths or other causes, 30
that tho nst gain in membership is about
130. Tho mention of thefiruresabove does
no! convey an adequato idea of thogubatan-
tial character of the growth gt the congre-
gation.

A very successlol tea meeling was held
a$ Kuox Church Bervis Feb. Sth ten was
served in the ball, Audienze room in the
charch was crowded {0 itsutmost ospacity.
Beven ministers gave short, pithy and
interesting addrestes which wers replete
withantertainment and instraction. Theso
wera intersperssd with singing and musio
by ths cholr, which was wail rendered and
veflected muoch credit. AMajsr Stoneman
& Son ot Hamilton gave solos, raadicgs,
and recitaticns makiog & rare treat.  Mirs
Aaggis Honderscn presided at tho organ.
$90 was ibs prcceedr.  The greatest
bermopy abounds in every brarch of the
congregation and zuccess is writien on
svery depaziment. Ths pastor of thls
chargo is catering upen ths 8th yearand
every year reosived oumerons tokens ol
thoir love aud affection towards bim.

The members of Koox Chureb, Miltan,
Iast weeok revivel an old-fachioned castom.
Tostead of tho usual single preparatory
pervice, thres were Leld on oconsecalivo
evenipge, This was dozo not to imitataan
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old custom but to accomplish tho objecs of
that oustom viz,, to deepen tho Epiritual
lifo of the mombers, and, as a consequence,
inoroaso their appreciation ot the sacred
ordinance. On Wednesday evening Rev.,
J. H. W. Milne B.A., of Liausswood gave s
moss admirable and telling disoourss on
1 Cor. x. 31. _On the following $wo
oveniogs Rev. J. A. Morrison B.A., of
East Presbyterian Church, Toronto was
the preacher, After hearing and knowing
Mr. Morrison one ceases to wonder at the
marvellous growth of the congregation
over which he proeides. Decp interesd
was manpifested in thess speocial meetinge,
and at tho olose quite a number ol new
members were received.

An organ reoital was given in the Pres-
byterian church Napanee on Feb, Dih last,
and was pronounced one of the best
musical entertainments ever given in our
town, Thonow organ was carefully teated,
and all seomed to be delighted with its
rich tones, compass and workmanehip.
Tho elogantly re-arranged edifice was
asated to its foll capacity. Prof. Doward,
of Toronto, brought out to perfeotion the
many tones and combinations of the
beautilul instrament. A nomber of zesita-
tions and songs were well rendered and
added much to making the entertainment
a succesa. Tho ladies of the church are to
be congratulated upcn the guccess of their
efforts in providing & high.clage entertain-
ment in counectior with the opening of
{*.0 now O7gan, end ths congregetion upon
the addition to their equipmens of such s
fine instrument, Afger glying all
exnentee, the ladies were able to add to
their treasnyy $67.(0. Mr. Geo. E.
Aaybee presided.

A very large reprerentation o! the
Toronte Presby tery atterded the indoctun
of Mr G. R. Faskin, B.A, of Owen Sound,
wbich took plaosin Bt. Paul’s Presbyterian
Church Toronto, Feb, 9th, They were: Rev
Dre. Caven, Warden, McLaren, Parsone,
MoTavish, Gragg; Messrs Patterson Burne,
Gilray, Tibb, Brown, Frizzeil, Cerruthess,
Logsie, W. G. Wallace, 5. Waliace, Harvie,
Turnbull, Nicol and Elders, and Prof.
Robicson. Dr. hliddlemise, Elora, former
pastor of tho congregation with which Mr,
Pagkin, tho pastor elect of St. Paul’s waa
oconnected, and Rev. Mr. Martip, the fozmer
pastor of Bt, Pauls wera also present.
The church was crowded to the doors,
every available space being occopied. Tho
%nb\io vervice was conducied by Rev, Prol.

allantyne, whr read Psalm cxxi, cond
prozchod & sermor from 1 Cor. xxiii.
Rev. Mr. Martin led the ainging. After
tho sermon vhe Moderator, Rev. Wm,
Patitreon, gavs an account of the steps
taken in the matter angd called Mr. Faskin,
to whom tbe questions in order were pre-
sented apd duly answered, whereopon she
Moderator, withtheuscalordinationprayer
andtkelayingonolbhandeol the Presbyiery,
induoted bim icto ths office of St. Paul's,
Rev. Principal Cavan then gave a fitting
address o the new pasior upen the work
of preaching tho Gosptl. This was fol.
lowed with an address to the covgregation
by Rev. J. A. Brown of Aginocort, upoa
their doties fo their rew pastor. The
nams of Rev. G. R. Faskin wamthen sdded
to tha roll of the Presdbytery asa member.
Rev. Mr. Martin and Dr. Cavenintroducad
¥r. Faskin to the members and congre-
gstion as they loft the chuzch.

On Sabbath, Jap. 4th, thnoph the ther.
momeler was atragpling with Jack Frost
down between fcrty and filty below, abouk
two bupdred turned ont to tha cpeping
services is the naw Preabyterian Church in
Emersop, 2ap. The choreb is aneat cosy
boilding, & fac similie of St. Avndrsws
Winnipeg, £8x48 feet furnished with
oircular seats and will accommodate aboos
350 pla. The pews bave whils ash
backs with seats of elm. The servioes
were copducted by Rev. Dr. Bryceand the
pastor of the oongregatior, Bev. D.
Robertsen. In the momirg Dr. B
reviewod the bistory of the chorch reler.
ring to the sell asacrifice and devotion ol
tho Rev. Jokn Boott tho firat pastor of the
ocongregation. In the aftermoon Mr,
Robertson spoke to the Sablath school,
upon the sreat journey of life. Comparicg
lifs toa jooroey in the care. In tbseven-
ing Dr. Bryoe prosched to a largs oongres
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alfou from Gal. vi, 1.2, which was listened
to with greatintercst. In oonneotion with
the opcnlthxf a very pleasans dime was
spent on Mondsy covening. Dinner was
sorved by the Liadies’ Aid 10 tho baseraont
and so ocomplets wero the arrangements
{hat over 400 peopls were served in litilo
{oss thap two hours. Ahor‘um(ylng the
nataral oraviog, all zepaired $o the church
where a very pleasans tims was spens,
Addresses wero delivered by Rav. J.
Laweranoe of Siony Mountain the former
tor of the ocongrogation, Revs. Alz.
mBeth of VWinnipeg, Johoston of
Pembinas, MoHaffie Xmerson, Hollings-
heed Emerson. Mr. Harley, Greton, Mr,
Sbopberd, Dominjon., Musio being far-
pished by the church ohoir and other local
talent. One thing was very geatilying the
absence of light and frivolous talk, Tho
Iadics realized about $120. QOa Jan.
29th the apnual mecting of the con.
gregation was beld, tho pastor Rev. D,
Robertson in the chair, The reports from
the variousbranches werexoad and showed
all to bo in a healthy and active state—
especially shs report of the maansgers.
That notwithstandiog the hard year, in
whish the orops whero in many cases a
failore, they wers practically able to meet
all obligations, The stotal receipts for the
eneral fand, $1,43.50; The total receipts
oz tha schemes of the Charch, $125.; %0
tolal receipts for Bailding fand, $1,010
The total rocoipte for Sandsy school, §12
The %tofal recaipts for ohoir, 8158.; The
tota) reoeipts for Y P.8.0.E,, §29., Totsl

o! (]

PRESBTERRY OF GUELPH.

Tho Presbytery of Guolgh mot 19th
January 1n St. Andrew’s Church Thero
was a large attendsnce. In tho ab-
scnes of the Modarator, through sick-
ness, Mr. Glasstord, occupied the chair

Attention was called to tho return of
Mr. Atkinson, who bad becn to Britain,
and the Presbytery agreed to record its
glx;atiﬁmlion at sceing him again among
them. 1

A report was presented from tho Com-
mitttes appointed to visit Baden, which
bad applied to be taken undor the
chargo of the Guolph Presbytery. and
in torms of the recommendation of the
Committico it was agreed to receive it
subject to the sapction of tho Synod
of Hamiiton and Tonden An interim
sossion was appointed. with Mr Atkin-
soa as Modemtor, and Drs. Ward-
rope and Torrance as members.  All ar-
rangements as to supply and other mat-
ters affocting its welfare were loft in
their bands.

A statement was made by Mr. Mullan
on the affairs of tho Manitoba Callege,
showing its wants. and asking that
these bo Lrought by ministers beforo
their congregations.

Mr. Strachan reported from the Com-
mittee on Young People’s Societiesand
sulmitied a programme which wasdis.
cussed and approved of, the coaference
to bo held in Guelph on tho S9th of
Januvary.

AMr. McVicar brought befaro the Pros-
Ustery the state of the Widows™ and
Orphzas’ Fund. and ministers were urg-
ed to give it to their more liberal sup-

t.

pc';'ho following minute was adopted on
the illness of the stated Moderator:
*“The Presbytery. having heaard of the
serinus illness of the Afoderator, would
sxpross its condolencs with him. and
trust tbat be may bo speedﬂ{arestnrgd
to his wonted health, and that, while
laid aside. he may enjoy the gracious
presence of tho Master with him."

‘The _request «f tho congregstion of
Eden Aills for the continuance of the
services of Mr. Sirachan was conlially
granted. ]

Afz. Smith reparted from the commit-
tee appointed o ascortain the rezula-
tiows under which the Home Mission
Commitles made its grants, the report
was adoptod. .

Dr. Torrance repoerted a draft min-
ute on the death of the Iate DNr Smel-
lie. and the same was adopted and or-
dered to bo reconied in the mmutes, and
a copv scnt t0 tho family of the do~
corsed

Tho greater part of the aslerunta in
hath the forenocn and afternnron was
pent on certain papers which had been
lnlged v members cannected  wwth
Knox chured, Galt. One of thase pa-
pers was Tuled out on the ground that
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it hod not boen regularly transmitted,
apnd instructions were given to thoso
swhom it bad been presented as to
the proper way of reaching the court.
‘I''wvo others weroe takon up and read
and discussed 1n a thorough manner.
All parties interested had the fullest
opportumty of lngiug the caso beforo
tgo Presbytery, which by questions put
alicited all the informatirn necessary.
Tho docision, after careful deliberation,
was that thero did not appear to Lo
any ground to proceed in the matter.
On being asked if they acquicsced in
this finding. all parties signified their
consent ; one statod that she * submit-
ted.” A commutteo was appointed to
prepare a resolution In torms of the
decision, and report at next meceting.
This was appointed-to bo held in
Chalmers church, Elora, on the third
Tuesday of AMarch, at nins o’clock fore-
noon, conference to bo held in thesame
lago] oa Monday ovening provious at
o'clock. '

\WHITBY PRESBYTERIAL W, F. ML.S.

Tho Whitby Presbyterial ¢f the Wom-
en‘’s Foroign Missionary Socioty hold its
annual meeting in Oshawa, Jan'y 15th,
in the Presbyterian church. The at-
tendance was good, and the interest
taken in tke wmeeting showed that the
addresses_and discussions were great-
g ngprwuu:d. the most important ot

8 day being o p:{)er on mission bands
by Miss Panton. Oshawsa, and an ac-
oount of the International Council of
the Presbytorian '\Vomen's Societies,
beld in Glasgow last summer, by Alrs.
Ball, of Toronto. The Presbyterial pre-
sident, Mrs. dJlcAuley, of Piokering,
bad charge of the farenoon and after-
noon meetings, and Bavoe & very in-
teresting report. Reports 4vere also
given by Alss Galbraith, of Bowman-
ville; the recording secrotary; Miss C.
Thomson, cbrresponding sccrotary, of
Whitby: Miss Bassett, of Bowman-
ville, of the Literature Committee; and
Miss Stewart of Whithy, of the Com-
mittce on Supphics, giving the f{ol-
lowing figures:—There are 6 mission
bands, with 3 membership of 92; a
decreasp of 48 17 auxiliaries, with 302
members; $927.04 were contributed by
tho aunxiliaries. an increass of $6.31;
$41.05 by the mission Dbands, 2  de-
crease of 87286, malking a decreass of
$66.55 on the whole amount as com-
pared with last year.

GUELPH PRESBYTERIAN Y. P. &.

A meeting was held in Chalmers’
Church, Jany. 29, for the purpose of
forming a Presbyterian Young Pcople’s
Society in the Guelph Presbytery. There
were sotne 60 or 70 delegates proseat.
in the alsence of tho AModeratsr, Rev.
Wm. Rovertson of Aorriston, Rev. D.
Stracban of Hespeler occupied the chair.
It was decided that a  Presbyterian
society bo formed. The following of-
ficers were clected :—Honorary Presid-
ent, tho Moderator of the Preshylery:
President, Dr.  Rodgers, Fergas; Vice-
Presidents. Rev. J. Atkinson, Berlin,
and Aliss Millar, Guelpb: Roocording Seo-
retary, ALss F Snodgrass, Hespelers
Corr ding Secretary, Mr 3. Ken-
nedy. Fergus; Treasurer., Xr. R. H.
Brydon. Guelph, Committee, Mr. Wm.
Argo, Eden Mills; Rev. H. A McPher-
son. Acton: Afiss McPhael, Tamphell-
1:lle, Mr Cunningbam, Preston: Aiss-
Howio, Waterlob. = Very  interesting
sessions were beld in the afternoon and
avemIng. e who_took part \were
Rev. John AMelnn's, Rev. H. McPher
son, Rev. Glassford, Mr. Geo.
M. Andersen, Dr. Rogers. Rev. H. F.
Tacmass. AMixs AL Scott, Miss Krils, Rev,
. R House. Ars. Alex Howie. Rov. A,
Rlair, Rev. R. Awkinton. Alr. J. Strach-
an and Rev. W. A. J. Alartin.

OTTAWA PRESOYTERIAL W.FALS.

At the hfternoom meeting of tho
Ottawa DPresbrterial Women's Foreign
ALssionary Scciely, Feb. 2, Afrs. Tlor-
burn delivered her farewell address zs
president. Mrs. Thorlurn reviewed her
rast ten yeara’ work, and strongly urg-
ed harder work and groater dovition
to the Aaster.

Alrs. Tytler. of India, also gave a
abhrertl, interesting address

An slle paper on personal responsi-
hility was read by Mrs Alexamler An
interesting {oature of the programmo

was the msﬁm drawer condueted by
Mrs. Gardner, of Alymer.

M

At the close of 2%ho meeting Mus.
Thorburn waa presented with an il-
lumcnated address, and o beautifully
bound Oxford Bibfe. .

Mrg Thorburn mado n saitable reply,
and thanked the society for tuo splendid
:x?kﬁ? of estecwn whicl she prized very

ighly.

Rev. Dr. Campbell presided at the
evening meceting wilch was a union
one botween the Missicnary Society
and the Presbytery. The report of tho
socioty showed it (o have 277 members,
with six lranches, which has ra
§710.50 during the year. Thers are six
tnission lands, having a membership
of 548, The funds raised by theso last
year amounted to 81,447.20.

The roport was adopted.

STRATFORD PRESBYTERIAL W. F.
AL S.

The annual meeting of the Stratford
Presbyterial W. . AL Society was
held Jan. 25th in Enox church. The
morning and part of ths afternpon
meetings were entirely devoted to-busi-
ness, ‘Ihe tressurer's report showed a
balance after ali expenses weore paid of
8120093, 1Mrs McKenzie, wife of one
of ths Presbytersan missionaries in
Honan, China, gave an interosting ad-
drgfﬁspmﬁing oflt.he custon:s o tge
CO! y and appeal strongly to the
hearts of Christian \!:j(g)mon u? i")ehnlt of
their dark, benighted suffering sisters.
Rov Mr. McKpnzie addressed the
public meeting in the evening. The of-
ficers elected for the coming year are
President, 3Mrs. Grant, of St. Marys';
vice-presidents, Mrs. Leitch, Alrs, His~
op, Mrs. Hossack, Mrs. Panton; corres-

onding secretary, MGss Hamilton, of

otherwell, recording secretary, Aiss
McPherson, treasurer, Mra. Gibb, of St.
Marys.

HURON PRESBYTERIAL SOCIETY.

The twelfth annual meeung of the
Huron Presbytcrial Society held on
Tucsday Jan. 2lst, in Blyth, was & very

lowsant and profitable galbering.

Lhero was a good attendance of dele-

tes and members of the society at
both the mormng and afterncon mest~
ings. The morning session was pre-
sided over by the President, Mrs, (Rev.)
Colin Fletcher. . .

The reports of the tyrious secretaries
were very encouraging. Ducing 1830
two new  auxiliaries have been wel-
comed to our ranks—one in Lecburn,
the other in Goderich township. Tho
past year has been marked by advance-
ment in every department, and has
been the most successful f{inancially in
tho histery of cur society.

The Huron Presbyterial now com-
prises sixtecn auxiliaries. with a total
memberabip of 383. Of theso. 89 aro
members of the general society. and
cight mission bands with a membershi
of 489 and 15 membhers of the genera
socipty ; also ahout 58 scattered helpers.
contributing $27.30. The auxiliaries
raised §1183.155 for missinnary purpases,
and tho mission bands $283,07, making
a total of 814{R2 Q2. which with the in-
teres! :m'ruxnf from depoxits is $120
in advanco of last yvear. Sixteen bun-
dred and twenty-five pounds of com-
foriable clotbing largely new mater-
ial were forwarded to a school cn the
Mistawasix reserve: also a Loz of dolls
from tbe Sunshine mission tand. Tho
mission and alza sent 2 box of toys to
tho Northwest. and another o Indore,
India, OQur cxpense fund is liberally
sustained.

Teaching referencs was mads to the
loxs sustained by the removal of our
first President. Mrx, ThLomas Fair. of
Clinton. Alter recriving reperts from
the varicus auxiliaties *he clection of
officers was proceeded with. and re-
sulted as follows: Iresident.  Mrs.
(Rov.) Colin Fletcker. Thames Roxd;
First Vice President Mrs. (Rov.) Jas.
Hamilten Leebura: Second Vico Presi-
dent. AMrs. James Carlisle, Hensall;
Excretary. Mrs. R, Irwin, Clintong
Treasurer. Mres. ArchdsSeott, Seafarth;
Secretary of Supplies Aiss K. McTag-

t. Clinton; Leatlst Sccretary, Mrs.

. G. Wilson. Seaforth. .

The meeting was ehi~ed with pray-
er he Mrs (Revd A T MeDonall Sea-
forth The fnllaxing it a Matement
of the enntritutions of the various
Auxiliaries and Mixsion Bands:  Aux-
iliaries —Broceficld, 844227 Clinton,
$163.80; Sceaforth, $354.36; Smith's Hilj,
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Tho Liadies' Ald Sooiety’s’ ropors showed

$31,33; Mnnchester, $42.60; Egmond-
ville. 893; Blake, 820.25; Bayfield Road,
£9.50; Hensall, $132.20; Gaderich, $113;
Kirkton, 831.50; ‘Thames Road, $81.60;
Blyth, $36.09; Londesboro, $39; Lecburn,
13; Goderich Llownship, $6~—81,103.25.
ission _Bands.—~Seaforth, $20.22 ;
Brucefield, 317; Exetor, 830; Goderich,
276; Honsall, 827; Thames Road, $27.35;
Bag(iold. $37.60; Kippen, $39—8:289.07.
Total contributions by both $1.482.32,
At the afternoon and ovening sessions
some carnest. stirring and practical
papers and addresses were given.

Annual Meetings.
MEATFTORD PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

Tho annunl meoting of the Mea-
ford Presbyterian church was held on
Wednesday evoninF. January 27th. Re-
orts of a favorable nature were read
om the Session, Board of Managers,
Ladies’ Aid_Society, Sabbath School,
Young People’s Society of Christian
Endeavor, Woman's_Koreign ion-
ary Socioty and the Mission Band. The
Treasurer's statemeont showed a bal-
ance on hand after paying all expenses
of the year as well as about $300 spent,
on painting and papering the church
and building a new shed. The mort-
g:\ge_debt. was reduced by a payment of
00 in Agnl last and now stands at
8940. About 8150 was also given for
missionary and other benevolent pur-

poses during the year.

PRESTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
The annual congregational meetin,
of the Presbyterian church was hel
recently. The atlendance waslarge,
and aside from business matters was
inlercstm% Various reports showin
work of tho past year were submitte
and all were satisfactory, ospecially the
treasurer‘s, which showed a surplus in
tho treasury The following officers
were also elected: Chairman, W. D.
Hepburn, re-olected; treasurer, Z. A.
Hall; sgeretary, Thos. }I?:burn; Afan-
ers—J. D. Webster, W. L. Wood, and
enry Gimbel, threo years term, Aud-
itors—James Gillies and G. A. Roos.

ZION CHURCH, PARRY SOUND.

The pongregation of Zion church
4eld their annual meeting on Jany. 12,
which was well attended.

The f{inancial report was very satis-
fastory, showing receipts during the
year of $1151.71 and oxpendituro of
'81168'!“.8.}-’-!’-’5 a lexlﬂce (lm manse bul‘:ld&
ing o 25. Quits a large sum ha
becn oxpended in church and Manse
improvements, and tho schemes of
the church have not been forgotten.
The following m:mafors were elccted:
D. Jane, R. J. Leco, and R. Ara,

ST. ANDREWS, THAMESFORD.
The annual meeting of St. Andrew's
Church was hsld on the 14th. Reports
from the various committegs were vory
encouraging. Thero was 69 communioc-
ants added to the roll during the past
yoar, and 12 removed Ly deathvand by
icate. Thero were 128 names on
tha Sabbath School roll. The \W.F.ALS,
ghowed a mmembership of w57, contri-
butions about $157. dies® Ald_show-
ed total rececipts of 8419.18. with an
expenditure of $406.356. Auditors re-
port showed a balance on hand of §401.-
G0, besides & sum of $364.00, as the nue-
lous of a fund with which to build a
new Inanse. R

8T. PATL'S CEURCH.

The sunnal meeting of St. Panl's Pres.
bytorisn Churoh, Prince Albest, N.W.T.,
wag beld in the church on Wedaesday
27th Jan. the pastor Rev. A, Lee, B.A,
presiding. The meeting wag opcned by
Euise. reading of scripture and prayer.

he report of the sesson was pressnted by
ths Clerk Mr. J. 2. Tagearl, Thercpors
report gshowed 104 members on the rolj.
Thers were ecight now members added
during thoyear, bus twenty seven removals
chieSy throagh memboers bavingleft Prince
Albars to reside elsowhore. The congresa-
tion is well organized. It bastwo Banday
sochools, % Y.P.S.C.E.,, and Ladies Aid
Bociety. Ordinanoces are well stiended on
$i:s Babbath, auvd peade and harmony

revail. The pastor ceportad sixtecn

plisms, four deaths and six marrisges,

that the Iadies had ralsed for work
io the congrogation $244 during the year.
A voto of thanke waa given to the ladles,
for thelr valuable services. Tho roport of
the Managers was prosented by Mr,
Howard, Scoretary-Troasorer. The year
paet was in somo respeota & trying onsto
many of our people, yet the finances sro
faicly eatisfactory. Tho prospeots for tho
pressn$ year are goad. Expooses of the
year [or oongrogational purposes smounted
t0 $1.755, and oontributions for missions
and benovolent sobemes §86. A voto of
thanks was passod to Dlies Loo and tho
membera of tho ohoir for their valuabls
pervicos daring the year., Mossre.
Montgomery, Oassie, Nivens and Stovel
were eleoted as managers to sorve for two
yoara and Messrs. Goodfellow and Stowart
to sot for ono year. It was dooided that
the financial statement of tho Managers
ha printed for ciroulation among tho
membera of the congregation. The con.
gregation, after a few words from the

astor congratalating tbem on the work

ong, joined in singing the doxology and
tho benediction closed the mecting.

KNOX CHURCH, GUELPH.

Thoe ,annual business meeting of the
congregation was held Jon. 20th. Re-
ports from 2l oxl;amzahons showed
that good work had been done durnin
the past yecar. Tho session reporte
91 names added to the communtion roil,
50 on profession of faith. Five were

removed by death. and twenty-fous Ly
dismissal, “leaving the membership ab
E.msont §08. Ievcn adults and fivy in-
nts bad been baptised. The report
of the nmnaging bLoard showed reciepts
for current cxpenditure about $2.700;
the debt of the comgregation has been
reduced by over 8300 and an cffort is
being made to clear off the total] in-
debtedness during 1897.  Receipts from
all sources for mission work amounted
to nearly 8700. while upwards of $.C0
bad been raised for benovolent gurposcs.
The congregation was brought under
the form of constitution suggested in
a book of forms and procedure author-
ized by the general assembly, Under
this constitution the following =were
elected managers for thres ‘ears:
dessrs. A. W. Alexander, A, Hales, Jas.
Miller _ nod Thos. Johnson; for t..o
vears, Messrs. Robt. Miller, J. A. Lillie,
J. H. Cardy and A. Whitelaw; for one
yvear, Messrs. R. Gordon, J. A. Scott,
Gen_ Steelo and Heary Weatherston. J.
A. Lillio was re-elected treasurer and
J. B. Cardy assistant treasurer. Miss
Lamont was re-appointed organist.

DEATH OF REV. G. PORTEOUS.

The following resolution was passed
by the members of the Presbytery of
Kingston, assembled for the funcral of
tho lite Rev. Goo. Porteous, at King-
ston, on Janunry 29th, 1807:

“On motion, duly scconded, it was
resolved :—Thnt the members of  tho
Presbytery of Kingston, assembled for
tho funcral of their late co-presbyter—
the Rev. George Portcous, would here-
by give expression to their humbleand
roverent submission to the will of God
in removing from the work of the
Church on carth one who was for so
many years privileged to labour in the
causg of tho  Mnster—and did labour
sucocasfully in_several dillerent por-
tions of the fiddd. e

“To the bereaved widow and children
of their decoased brother they extend
oondolence, and commend them to  the
tender compassion of a sympathizing
Saviour in this, their day of sore afflio-
tion.”

Rev. Mr. Portecus was born in Que-
bec provinee in 1832. He studied at
Qucen’s and graduated in 184. In
1860 ho was called to thoe pastoratc of
the Presbyterian church on  Wolfe
Island, whero ho remained for acver-
al years. During bis first year in
chrrge of the Wolfo Island congrega~
tion ho was married to Miss Gunn,
stoond sister of Alexander Gunn, of
Eingston. From Wolfe Jsland ho was
called to Iroquois and afterwards was
stationed sucocessively at Toledo, Ont.,
Harrowsmith, and lastly at L°Amables
For tivalve months past. his health bas
been very r and Jast. autumn ho
was compelied, rclactantly, to resign
his pastorato_in onsequence. do weat
on a trip to England in hopo that tho
w3 voyage would benpefit him, bui the
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hope was vain. It wus thon plaiply
upmmnt that it would be only nnlﬁtp
ter of timo until his complaint would
torminato {atally. . .

Deceasod is survived by his widow
and a family of six sons and two daugh-
tors, all of whom are grown up. Ho
was most popular and mncoml{ belov-
cd by the members of each of the con-

mﬁatio(na to which he ministered, and
ﬁv osts of friends of all donomina-
tions. and in all parts of the country.
Faithful tn performing the duties of
his offico, charitable. gentle and for-
bearing to a degreoe, he won tho csteemn
and affection of all witlr whom hocame
in btontact, and his death ls dceply
mowrned bﬁ hundreds who had known
and loved him. He wus in the sixtyt-
fifth ycar of hls age. ,

A MINISTER'S STORY,

The Painful Experience of Rev.
C. H. Backhus.

For Fivo Months ho was Holpless and Xn.
durod Agonizing Pains—Could noitaer
Riso Up Nor 8it Down Without Ald—
Ho Tolls Xow Ho Found a Cure,

From the Tilsonburg Qbserver.

The Rev. C. H. Backhus is & resident of
Bsghnm townehip, Elgin county. Ont.,
and thereis probably no person in the
county who is bsiter known or more
highly oteemed. Heina minister of the
United Brethren Church. He also farms
quite extensively, superintending tho work
and doiag qaite s shareof it himaelt despite
hisadvanced age. But ho was not always
able to exert himself ag hecan to-day, asa
few yeare ago he under-weot anillnezs that
many feasnd wounld terminate bis life, To
8 reporter wcoreoently hada conversation
with bim ths rev. gentleman gavothe parti-
oulsrs of his illoeas and cure, with permis.
s10n to make the atatement public, The
story a8 told by the Rev. Mr. Backhts ia
sabstantially as follow:—Abount three yeara
ago hewag taken jlland the doctor who was
oxlled in prononnoed his tronble sn attack
of ]a grippo. He did not appear toget any
bstter and'a second dootor was callel in,
bat with no more eatislactory reenics, so
far as a renowal of health was conocerned.
Following thela grippe, paine of &n excraoci-
ating nataro located themselves in his
body. Ho grew weaker and weaker until
at lawt he was perfectly helpless. He
cou'd not sit down nor risefrom a sitting
posture withoat assistanoce and when with
this azsistanos he gained his feet hs oonld
hobble but & few steps when he was obliged
to be put ina chai»again, For fivomontbs
these agonizing pains wereendured. Bat at
last relisf g0 long delayed oame. A friend
urged bim totey Dr. Williame’ Pick Pille.
He yielded t0 the advics avd bad not been
taking them long when thelonged for relief
wag noticed coming. Ha could move more
easily, and tho atiffnsteand pains began to
leavo hje jointa. He continned ths nse of
the pills {or somo time Jonger and thecnre
was complete, Seeing Mr. Backhus now
it would be difficolt to think of him asg the
orippled and belpleas man of those psinfal
dsyz. Ar. Backhnsis now past his 80th
vear, botag bo eaid, **by the aid of Dr.
Williame® Pink Pills I am seabloas thoss
ten years younger. You oan readily judge
of this when I toll you I 1aid forty rods of
rail fencs this yoar. I am glad to add my
tettimony ia favor of Dr. Williama' Pink
Pills.”

Dr. Willisms® Piok Pills sirike at the
root of the disesse, driving it from the
syatem and restoring the patient fo health
and streogth. Inosses of paralysis, spinal
troubles, looomotor ataxis, sciatics, rheam-
atiam, cryaipelas, scrofuloas troubles, eto.,
thase pills aro superior to all other treat-
ment. Theyars also a specifio for the
tronbles which make the lives of s0 many
women a barden, and speedilv restore the
rich glow of health to pale and szallow
choeks. Ilen broken down by ovarwork,
worry or excesses, will ind in Pink Pills »
oortain onre. Bold by all dealers or sen
by mail pastpaid, at50c. & bax, or six boxes
{or 92.50, by addreming the Dr, Williams’
Modicice Companv, Brockvills, Ont, or
Schenectady, N. ¥. Bewars of imitationg
and subatitaterallaged fobe *! just aggood,’

\ &
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For
Many
Years

wo have been telling you of
the delicious and fragrant

"SALADA

CEYLON TEA
« Have You Tasted It?

Lesd Packages only. DBlack and Mixed
All Grocers,

250, 300, 400. 500, 80c,
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FLESE-
ERTON. .

The annual business mesting of the
Presbytorian congregation was heldon
Japuary 14th, Mr. Jas. McMullen in
the chair. There was a good attend-
ance and barmony prevailed. Minutes
of previous meotings read and suslain-
od and oncouraging reports from tho
vartous btranches of the church were
presented aud adopted. The following
are the Board of Mnanagoers for the
current year; Jas. McMullen, A. B.
VanDusen, Aroh.Cairns, Frank Cairns,
Chas Stewart, I. R. Kenzie, John
Chard, W. L. Wright, A. Gilchrist,
Auditor, A. AL Gilson. .

RNOX CHURCH LONDESBORO

Tke annual congregzational meoting
was beld on January 14th  During the
year 1896 there were raised for all pur-
puses 3460, of this swn $314 was oxpend-
od oun strictly congregational objects,
and $126 for misxsions and for other
benovolent and roligious purposes. The
mission band, (contributed 815  for
home missions, and the auxiliary of the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society,
$21, in addition to clothing sent, to lu-

Rich, Red
Blood

Is absolutely essential to health It {s imposs
stblo to ey it from so-called “ nerve tonles™
and oplste comwpounds. They have tempo-
rary, slecping cffects, but do not CURR, To
have pure tlosd and $ood health, take
Hood's Sarsaparilia, which has first, last,
and all tho time, been advertised as just
what it 1s—the best mediclne for the blood
ever produced. In fact,

Moods

Sarsaparilia

Jstho One True Rlood Purifier. Alldruggists. $L.
Hood’s Pills Smteeton. meenis’
Free from all Evil

The Parlor Curling Game
(Patentod 1996.)

An Indoar adaption of the popaler cttdoor game.
'R:-mao ia the family will be Interveted In playing

Board, §3: Roara and Cranston's now
patant X1 r
A ,:ﬁd”‘ ; uo:m; Table, §5
J. K. CRANSTON, Galt
©F O rgenta, No. 4 Brunewkek Ave,, - - Toroato
Jonlim Pradyterian Leviow, '

The Presbyteri~n Review.

dian missions. +Mr. R. Adams was chos-
en socrotary and treasurer (or tho en-
suing yoar. Alr, Willlam Weymouth
and Mr. Isanc Barr tako tho place of
the two rotiring managers. The con-
gregation expressod thelir witlingness to
pay one-Lhird of whatever might be re-
quired for tho maintenance of the
manse.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, AILSA
CRAIG.

The annual con ational business
aneoting of Ailss 1g, wos_held ro-
vently, the pestor, the Rev. D. 1. Do-
war, prosiding. .Encourneing roporls
from the various branches of the church
werv presented und adopted. The fin-
axnclal statomont was vary satisfactory,
the receipts meoting all current ox-
penses, and leaving a balance o! $76.40
m the trcasurer's bands. lollowi'g is
tho Doaxd of Bfonagement:— A .
J. Alexauder, G. Mortun, M. Lockbhart,
J. Gunn, G. Hindmarsh, D.McKellar, J.
D.hDiruxnmt ond, Organist, Miss. A. Av-
erholt.

COOK'S CHURCH, EKINGSTON.

‘Tho congregational meeting of Cooks's
church was held Jan 13. ‘The annual
roport inbluded reports of the session
for 1896, Ladies' Mad Socisty, Christiex
Endeavor, Willing_ Workers, Olive
Alission Band and Y.M. LS.

The question of chn.n?m the nameo
of tho church to St. Colombo was dis-
cussed, it was decided not to make
any cbange. The church has ended tho
fixst {ifty sears of its existence, not
only without debt, but with a con-
siderable balanice on hand, and is pro-
tably the (m]‘f' church in the city with
such a Tecord. ’ .

Tho ement committee olected
consists of E. Anderson, J. Lemmon, H.
Newman, M. Claxton, [R. Diack, A.
Vanarder and T\ Donunelly. D. A.
Shaw and J. Orr wero sppointed au-
ditors for 1897, -

A cordial volo of ibanks was tendered
10 C. Livingston and Prof. Marshall for
thair work in conncction with raising
funds to clear the church of debt.

Another Invention.

Mr. J. K. Cranston, of Galt, is to bo con-
gratulated ou having secured Canadian pro-
toction for his new invention of tho inast
completo and handy hingeless folding tablo
that has ever been thought of. Six scrow
naily is all tho hardware required to mako this
hanJsome piece of furniture. The folding legs
work 10 & wooden pivot, and thers is combined
in thiznow patont, strength, ulility, neatne.s,
che:gness and aduglnbilizy to any aizo orstylo
of tablo desived, Alany thoussnds of this new
tablo will bo aold as parlor, card and gamotab
les, and it is alwo suitabls for the kitchen,
teatsurant and lawn jo sizea required, and as
it folds up 4o closcly it will bs a favorite for
storing or moving. Priee,—20x32 in., $2.25 ;
25x25 in., $2.25; 30x40 in., §3.00.

“ Everything for the Garden.”"

Seems & broed tsrm for any one firm to
adopt, yet the widely kunown seed houss of
Prrse Hespeesox & €., 85 and 37 Cort.
landt Streot. New York, supply every want
of the caltivator, both for the grecnhouss and
ganden.  In their bandsome and eompre-
bensive catalogue for 1597 (which by tho
way is their ““Judilee ” vumber, tho houss
haviog this Fear attained its fiftisth Fear),
will be fonnd offered, not only ** overything
for the garden,” but all zhinst needlul for the
fsrm as well. Ozr readers will miss it if the
fail to sond for this gorgeous catalogoe, whic
wmay bn. had of Prrzr Hexprrsox & Co.,
this their * Judiloo ”* year, free, on receipt of
10 conts (in stamps) to cover postsge and
mailing.

PHOTOGRAPHING !

By our methods is reul art
Artiatho 1o a1d superd
fu the Printiag |
L5c of the Sxsbed potom
THY, BRYOE STUDIO,
107 Eing 2rcot Wost, - Toronto
Bittlary may bo amanged by Telsphions,

wt  Established 1780.

WALTER BAKER & G0, e,

Dorchester, dass., U. S. A,

The Oldest and
Largest Manufacturers of

s PURE, HIGH GRADE

"~ COCOAS
CHOGOLATES

on this Continent. No Chemle
cals aro used {n their manufact.
ures. Thelr Breakfast Cocoa is absolutoly pure,
dollcfous, nutritious, and costslessthanono cont
o cup. Thelr Premilum No. t Chocolate {8 tho
best )'}]gln chocolate in the market for family
uso. cir German Sweet Chocolate {3 pood to
cat and good to drink, It fs palatable, nutritious
and ucaﬁhml; a groat favorito with chlldren,

Consamers should ask for and bo suro that
they get tho genuino

Walter Baker & Co.’s
goods, made at
Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A,

CANADIAN HOUSE,
6 Hospital Street, = « Montreal.

In Febraary We Clear Winter Stocks

Ladios Fino Kid Strap SMppers.. .75
Youths' Bostoa Calf Boots, rivoted

90000800 cisgsevavesesen Secs.sesse P

- seles
Boys' Boots, Fino Amcrican Calf

VOTY BLTONE. ccaue vae + sovsmcsnacess $1.00
Mon's Calf Boots, solla leathor 195

solos....... .
PICKLES & CO. 328 Vongo St.

MISS PATON

Fashionable Dressmaking
Parlors, 5 King West, (Over Michie & Co.)

Dear Madam,—1 heve mach plearure Ia intimet.
fug to you 1 have received from France the UBall
Aloum of Evening Dresses, deslyand by Lo Michau,,
8¢ Ruo do Rlchollou, Perie, and am prepared to
du&l)l.eue any of the beautiful piates at £6 00, §7 00,

Anoarly callfo inspoct styles will bo muirally
agrecable and Int:roting to 1oy patrons.  Youre
faithiully, B, PATON.

P.8.—Street  and Tallor-msde Dresses, aloays
duplicated from latest stylos evers month,

(¥ Do you ever wash

C{ your hair brush ?
This is the

prm— best

9]—“:' l‘\ =

. ; W —Put
S e TR one tea-
?{%TFF, spooniul of Pearl-
l’ | ine into a basin
" 1 of warm water; wash
the brush thoroughly in it;
rinse in clean water, and set it
aside, bristles down, to dry.
This is cnly one—a small one
—of the numberless uses to
which you can put Pearline,
Once you have it in the house,
you will find something new
for it to do, every day. It
does your washing and clean-
ing better than scap. Tryit
on anythinyg for which you’ve
been using coap, and see.

Paldlers and some unserup-

B&W&I‘e ulous grocers witl tc)l'}'&zé

“thismaspoodas™ or
noe as gr:;lia‘:.";‘ 15 FAL&En-dPar:inc 18
never 2 £ £TOCCE 3nds you some-
tung mhm'omme. dJo the bcoc!x?hiyg«-
seRdstiat, DT JAMES PYLE, New York

e e
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