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Tho Sabbath School Teacher's

Reward.

Lanor on, ye faithful teachers,
Sow with an unsparing hand ;
Precious seeds of truth ye scatter,
Cast them freely o’er the land,

In the earth the grain abideth,
Long before the fruits appear ;
And the husbandman hath waited,

Ere the harvest crowns the year.

So in many youthful bosoms
Germs of truth, though hidden, lie 3
Which shall yet bear fruit abundant,
To the praise of God most high,

Sow with prayer that showers of blessing

May refresh you from above ;
Plead the promise of the Father,
Purchased by redecming love,

Sow in faith ; the Word assures you
That you cannot toil in vain ;

He that goeth forth, and weepeth,
Shall return with sheaves again,

Sow in hope ; e'en now to cheer you
Light is coming from afar,
O’er the mountain tops it heameth

From the “ Bright and Morning Star,”

He who bought these souls immortal
Smiles upon you from His throne,
Sees your self-denying efforts,
And your work of love will own,
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Looking unto Jesus ever,

Strive to win the priceless gem ;
Place another and another

In His glorious diadem,

) Labor on, though men despise you,

| And you gain no laurels here ;

J Crowns of life and joy await you

l In yon brighter, happier sphere,
} M.
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Teachors as Evangelists.

Tur Church has espoused the cauge of
the children, and proposes for their benefit
that every effort shall be made to bring
them, as Philip brought Nat aniel, to the
Lord Jesus. The conviction forces itself
npon us, that the childven are not safe in
going out in the great thoroughfares of
life armed with the modern Sunday-school
philosophy ; superficial teaching like this
15 by no means the demand of the present
day. The Sunday school ought, in fact,
to be the ehildres s church, and the work
of the teachers the work of evangelists,
thus making a personal knowledge of the
Saviour in the conversion of the soul a
specialty in all theiy instructions,  Love
should warm and inspire the teacher's
heart. A teacher that does not love the
souls of his scholars is not qualified to
teach.  For as a cold sunshine would
never bring us golden harvests, so will
a cold heart neither win the affections of
the young nor lead immorel souls to
| Christ, —Selected,
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Jesus as a Child.

BY THE DEAN OF WESTMINSTER,

Wuar we read from the Gospel of St.
Luke ' almost the only thing which we
know about our Saviour’s childhood. He
tells us that when He was twelve years
old—that is, when He had reached the
age at which amongst the Jews children
were first taught to learn some trade,
and first became subject to what the
law required, His parents took Him with
them on their yearly journey to the great
feast of the passover. It was the bright
season of spring. The ground was covered
with flowers. The bright green leaves of
the fig tree were comingout ; the voice of
the turtle-dove was heard amongst the
trees, and thousands of people were going
up from hill and valley to the great ser-
vice in the temple in the holy city of
Jerusalem—some on horses, some on asses,
some on camels, and among these thou-
sands were Joseph and Mary, and the
little boy Jesus. They stayed for some

days in the holy city, and there it was for

the first time He saw the splendid temple,
Jjust as you see this beautiful abbey to-day.
When the time of their stay was over,
again the great caravans or companies
began to move towards their distant
homes. They advanced on their first day’s
march, and at evening they reached their
halting-place. It 1s thought to have
been a village on the wild hills about fif-
teen miles from Jerusalem, where there
are some wells cut in the rock, a place
called from that the well of Beira. Tents
were pitched, horses, camels, and mule;
were fastened aronnd for the evening, when
Joseph and Mary found that the child
came not as usual back to His mother’s
arms at the close of the day. They
had imagined, as might well be the
case, that He was with some of their
kinsfolk or acquaintances, with  His
mother’s friends, or the uncle Cleopas, or
with the many who would be glad to be-
friend the child of such a house. He
came not, and they sought Him from tent
to tent and found Him not, and returned
to Jernsalem, and for three days to and
from house to house, from inn to inn, they

they found Him in the cloisters of the
temple, with the great teachers of Jerusa-
lem gathered around Him, the little boy
sitting in the midst of them.

Sometimes it has been thought that He
went there to teach the teachers in the
temple. There is a sense in which this is
true.  All parents know that even in the
case of their own children they can hardly
hear them learn without learning some-
thing from them in return. The simplicity
of their questions and answers, the inno-
cence of their eager and inquiring faces,
are full of instruction.

The chief Jesson of the story is what it
teaches us ; what it teaches children, and
learners, and scholars everywhere, as to
the way in which they ought to learn,
First, you see that He was determined to
get the knowledge which might the better
enable Him to fuliil the great purpose
which His heavenly Father had placed be-
fore Him. “ How is it,” he says, *“ that
ye sought for Me ? do you not know that
I must be about My Father’s business in
My Father’s house?” He knew that His
Father's business—His heavenly Father's
business—began thus early ; that it was
as truly His Father's business to try to get
knowledge when He was a child as it
would be His Father’s business when Ho
grew up to heal the sick and teaeh the
ignorant, as it would be His Father's
business at last to die for man upon the
cross. And so it should be with us, as
soou as our reason begins to open.  Yes,
even at twelve years old and before, so
soon must we remember we are about our
Father’s business. You who have the
advantage of good schools and careful
teachers, make the best use of them whilst
they ure yours. The lessons which you now
learn at school or at home, the hymns
which you repeat, the good stories which
you are taught to read, all these are your
heavenly Father's business. Don’t neglect
them or leave them on one side, See that
they are properly learnt now, and they
will help you to do your duty wherever
you go hereafter.

Our Lord shows us what was the q.»lu'-
ticular way in which He went about His
Father’s business, and prepared Himself

for after life.  He was in the temple, but

sought Him in great distress, till at last | He had not been content simply with the
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knowledge which came Jjust in His way ;
He had gone out of His way to find it,
and had remained behind on the road,
even on the way to the temple court,
where there wag something to be seen,
heard, and learnt. And there he sat, we
are told, hoth h(‘m‘ing and asking (ques-
tions.  He not only heard what was said,
but if anything was said which was too
hard for Him, He asked to have it ex-
pliined.  Both hearing and asking ques-
tions—attend to these two words—the two
things together are the very model of a
good scholar,  Fiyst you must listen ; yon
must hear, you must be silent, you must
be attentive, Without this you can learn
nothing.  Without this we shall not be
able to tell what we know and what we
don’t know. Wae shall only have learnt
words and not things. We shall have
learnt like parrots, and not like the chil-
dren of a wise and loving Father, This
was the beginning of the teaching and the
learning of our blessed Saviour, He went
home afterwards with His parents to Naz-
areth, and was subject or obedient to
them ; that is, He was quite content to be
with them, and to hear what they had to

tell Him, and to see Joseph working in

the carpenter’s shop, and to help him, and

every year to increase in wisdom and

stature, As He grew older, and stronger,

to be brought unto Him, who,
ward gesture, and His speech, declared
His good-will towards them, may He em-
brace all children with the arms of mercy ;
may He defend them with His heavenly
grace, that they may daily increase in the
spirit of wisdom and of goodness more and
more, till they come to His everlasting
kingdom, through faith in Jesus Christ
our Lord,

by his out-

—0

Rocks Ahead!

BY THE REv. «, CLEMENCE, B, A,

AN evil in some Sunday-schools is the
offering up of unsuitable prayers, and the
frequent singing of weak and insipid and
even trashy spiritnal songs, How many
prayers have we heard in our Sunday-
schools, ill-ordered, unarranged, unadapt-
ed, either to time or place.  We know
that all prayers, indeed, are imperfect, bug
that is no reason for allowing the imper-
fection, through sheer carelessness or want,
of preparation, to be greater than it need
be.  How often is “ to engage in prayer”
thought to be the minor part of a service,
But it is not so. Tt is the reverse, And
for any teacher to be the mouth-piece of
his scholars to (fod, yea, of a whole school,

and taller, He learnt to know more and to
say more.  He observed the birds of the
air, and the sowing of the corn, and the
lnborers at their work, and all the many
things which He afterwards brought out
like treasures which He had stored up in
His excellent parables. He increased in
favor with God and man, Every one loved
Him that saw Him, and God saw Him,
und was yieased with Him., His mother
watched and guarded all His little
sayings, for there was something wise
and good in all of them, and so pondered
them in her heart. 8o ended the
childhood of Jesus, We cannot be as
wiso and as good as He was, but we may

all do something to make our homes happy,

like His home. All parents, brothers,

and sisters can try to make the little chil-

dren, the boys and the girls, in their homes,

like the boy Jesus, when He was twelve
Years old,

May He who commanded the childven

less of an evil tha

certain,
take part in some Sunday-school celebra-
tion, we have read over some of the print-
ed hymns (1) with grief and almost with
shame,
in these compositions is that they rehearse
the charms of some imaginary land far
away, with crowns, haeps, and fountains,
and rivers, and palms, and so on ; while
1o hint is dropped throughout the entire
hymn of sin or redemption : of sin ag
I bringing the sorrow of earth, or of re-
demption of the individul from it as secur-
ing bliss hereafter.
these hymns would leave the impression
that there was some better place than

and to seck to bring down from heaven
the blessings which they most need
task so great, that were he a
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this, without even suggesting that  with-
out holinesss, no man shall see the Lord ;"
as if men were hastening, naturally, to
some happier land, which would be a kind
of compensation for their wisery here,

Take a specimen :

“One by one we cross the river,
One by one we're ferried o'er;
One by one the crowns are given
On the bright, celestial shore ;
And the white-robed angel boatinan (1)
Is the dying Christian's guide ;
And the white-robed angel boatman (1)
Bears them o'er the rolling tide.”

Will any one undertake to tell us how
much either of religion. or of the Gospel,
or of theology, could be gained from a
million such hymns? We make bold to
say, none, except the pernicious notion
that there is a happy land, somewhere, to
which everybody is going.

Another point we had intended to note
at length, but for the present we do little
more than name it. Our views may be
unusual respecting the work of the super-
intendent and secretary of a Sunday-
school ; but, any way, we hold that both
these officers ought to be the spiritual
lever-powers of a school. But instead of
their being free to be this, how often do
we see them burdened with a load of
mechanical details, which younger and less
experienced men could do under their
direction, If they could be set free to do
spiritual work, and to train the teachers
that they may train the scholars ; if they
were to be sufliciently at leisure to watch
the incipient spiritual earnestuess of this
scholar and of that,—to be, in fact, the
kindlers of the school fire,—how much
more might they be, how much more might
they do? As it is, they are often over-
weighted with mechanical details, which
draw off the energy that is wanted in a
higher sphere,

We have almost unbounded faith in the
possibilities for good *vhich are latent in
our Sunday-school organization, and we
deem it matter for lament, if, by lowering
the tone of their religious work, by feeble
theology, by ill-framed prayers or unmean-
ing song, or by over-weighting the chief
officers with routine work, their power is
nullified or repressed.  But all these evils
way be remedied. Karnestness, faith,
preyer, and wise counsel, will lead to the

application of the remedy. Diligence and
timely zeal may recveate any faded
or fading spivitual force. But let us up
and be doing, for the foe is astir, the Evil
One is watchful. Be it onr noble task and
end to impart a training that shall set our
youth free from every human yoke, and
ihat shall lead them implicitly to submit
their hearts and lives to the sway of the
Lord Jesus Christ !

Blind Nelly, the lij:tle Missionary.
PART 1L

Many were the times that T saw Nellie
passing along the lane in which my
cottage stood, hastening to do the work
she had undertaken. On one of these oc-
casions, I thought I would follow her, and
see what was her mode of treating those
with whom she read. She entercd into a
poor cottage, where lived a poor labourer,
who had been struck down in the midst
of life and health, by a fall of earth when
he was working. He was known as a
great drunkard, and also as a swearer, and
Sabbath breaker, and he was so fierce,
that every one was afraid to speak to him,
and it wes a bold person who would enter
his cabin alone, 'This poor fellow suffered
much ; his huge, stalwart frame was fear-
fully wasted, and from the well-known
character of the man, I was not quite
pleased that my little friend should en-
counter his rough manners, and perhaps
worse than all, his bad language, without
some one with her as a protector. Dear
Nelly ! such thoughts as these were quite
unnecded, and were dispelled from my
mind with a shame that Ishould have them,
for I felt sure that she needed none other
protector than her Father in heaven, who
would keep her from harm in her self-im-
posed and holy mission. “Out of the
mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise.” These words came into
wmy mind as I saw Nelly, after a few
gentle words of greeting to poor Thomas,
take her seat at the bed-side and ask him
it he had passed a beuter night.

“ Yes, Miss, a little better, but not
much. It's very hard,” continued he ‘ to
be here so helpless like, and I cannot earn
a bit of bread for wife or children ”
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“And yet,” said Nelly, “how much
worse it might Lave been, for it is a great
merey that your accident did not cost you
your life.”

“ Oh, I do not know but that it 1aight
have heen better ! ” he said.

“ Hush, I pray you,” said Nelly, “ it’s
very wicked to talk so ; we are all God's
creatures, for him to do with us as he sees
fit, and we must ask his help in prayer
to bear that which he sends. God is very
kind, even when he afflicts us! and you
must trust your wife and children to him.
It seems to me, that your neighbors have
been very good to you in helping your
wife, for I think that you have never
wanted anything.”

“That’s true enow, Miss ; but you don’t
mean to tell me that it's God who has sent
the neighbors with them things for me.”

‘ Indeed then I do,” said Nelly earn-
estly; “’tis God who put it into the hearts
of your friends to do those kind actions.
He it is who can ease your pains, and
what is more, give you patience to bear
with resignation the sufferings of your
sick bed ; so that after all it may prove a
blessing to you,”

“Well,” said Thomas, ‘them’s droll
words, suffering being a blessing to me ;
who likes to suffer, I should like to know”

Nellypassed overthis speech without any
argument, but asked Thomas if he would
like to hear about one who had suffered,
even Jesus Christ, who had borne the sins
of the whole world,

The sick man said he did not mind,
and Nelly repeated that wondrous history
of tender love and mercy, the sweet story
of old.  'When she had done he remained
silent for a few moments, and then, like
a bashful child he said :

“ Would you mind asking God to help
me bear this pain, Miss Nelly, for I do
not know how 1"

‘ Certainly, Thomas;” and then kneel-
ing down, she repeated a simple prayer,
asking in conclusion that God would, for
Christ’s sake, give the sufferer patience to
bear his pain. Afterwards Nelly asked

bim if he knew the Lord’s Prayor, B

“Why, I used to,” said Thomas, passing
one hand over his brow as if to recall
something, and then in a dreamy subdued
“Yes, I remember the

voice, he added :

last time I said it, it was when my poor
mother died, and she told me never to
forget to say it; but I have, I have.”

“ Well, try and say it now,” said Nelly.
“Our Father which art in heaven.” The
holy words seemed to soften and subdue
the fierce spirit to the quietness of the
child. Before she had finished, the big
tears were flowing down the cheeks of the
sick man, and the “ Amen” with which he
closed was in itself a prayer.

Nelly rose from her knees, and when
she put out her hand to take that of
Thomas, she felt his tears falling. With
an inward prayer, she added, “(Good-bye,
Thomas, I hope you will have a better
night, and to-morrow, if all be well, T will
bring a lady to see you.”

* Oh, I should much sooner you should
come alone ! ” said he, “for I do not like
people looking at my affairs and seeing all
my poverty. I do not know what wife
will say to it,” seeing her enter,

“What is it7” said the woman as she
approached,

“Why, Nelly says she will bring a
lady to see us, but T think it is better
that we do not show our poverty too
much; eh, wife ?”

“Certainly, Thomas, but Misg Nelly
would not bring a lady of that sort.”

“True, Martha, the lady whom I
shall bring, if you let me, will sympathise
with you, and most probably help you,
for she is a true Christian, I know, and
wishes to be of service to you. So good-
bye. 1 shall hope to find you better
when I see you again,”

Nelly felt her way out of the cottage,
and T came and met her, for I had re-
mained motionless by the window, not
liking to disturb her by my presence.
In the evening I paid my usual visit to
the Rector, and to him T recounted the
scene at the cottage.

“You astonish me,” he said, “for I
endeavoured to make that man come to
church, but all to no avail ; indeed he as
good as told me not to come again, and
yet this little girl has reached his rugged
heart.  Well, "tis God's work, and T must
give her her little lessons as I have been
used to do, and she will be better able to
speak to him and others.”

“Come unto me, and I will giveyou rest.”
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These cheering and beautiful words of
our Saviour, I heard repeated by Nelly,
as I entered Thomas’ cabin a few days
later. She was seated by his bedside, and
was doing her best to calm the state of
irritation into which he had fallen for
want of sleep, for he had evidently suffer-
ed much the previous night.  Poor
Thomas ! he was learning his lesson from
the lips of a child ! Insensibly calmed by
the holy words which he had heard, he
began to experience the quickening influ-
ence of God's truth, and to feel how bless-
ed it is to have a Father in he.ven ! Nelly
spoke amid the silence of all, for the wife
and a neighbor had entered the room, and
were listening in deep attention. As I
advanced and greeted the sick man, T was
much asonished to see the great difference
there was in him, for a certain calmness
seemed to have taken possession of him ;
all fierceness was gone, and in its place
there was a reverent fear that he should
not bear with proper fortitude the cross
put upon him,

“ Well, Thomas,” said I, “ how are you
to-day 1"

“ Thanks be to God, I am a little better,
both in body and mind ; but Oh, ma’am,
do you think that Jesus Christ is really
willing to save me, for T have been such
a swearing ba 1 man, always in the public-
house, never at home, never at church,
bow is it possible that I can be forgiven ?”

“Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be white as snow.”

The sick man lay as I said these words
with the big tears coursing down his
bronzed face. In that moment Divine
mercy sent the message to his soul, and
like the Pharisee of old, he exclaimed,
“ Lord be merciful to me a sinner !”

Nelly sat by, her sightless eyes raised
in grateful thanks to heaven that her
prayers had been heard, and that the sick-
ness, which had so prostrated him, had
been blessed to his soul. Thus the time
passed on for another fortnight ; the daily
reading of the Scriptures, the hymns sung
in the quiet summer evening, were truly
enjoyed by Thomas ; and now he could sit
up for a short time each day, for the un-
usual quietude of his mind had done much
towards his cure.

“ How could I have lived so long with-

out a Saviour?” said he, one avening, to
the Rev. Mr. M the minister ; “ for
to look back, sir, on my late life, before it
pleased God to put me in that bed, is
dreadful ; and I can truly say that I do
not regret one pain, for it has been the
means of my salvation. Had it not been
for that, Nelly would never have come to
read to me, and although at first I was
wanting very bad to send her away, still
I could not, and, dear blessed child as she
is, she first tanght me, by God’s blessing,
to bear my pain as sent from God ?"

“Yes, friend,” said the Rev. M.
M , “God in his mercy chooses his
instrument, where we in our feeble judg-
ment would not look for it ; but remember
that Jesus took a little child and set him
in the midst of his disciples, and said,
‘Except ye be converted and become as
little children ye shall not enter the
kingdom of heaven.” But I am afraid that
I have talked too much to you for your
present strength. Before Isay good-night,
let us offer our word of thanksgiving to
Almighty God, and ask his bLlessing on
the future. Let us pray.”

Then the wife, the children, Nelly and
I, joined in thanking God, who had
through much affliction called this pre-
cious soul to know the riches of his grace ;
and the minister prayed that God would
hless each member of that humble house-
hold, and also her who, though blind, had
seen the glory of God, and leaned her
faith on the crucified Son of God, even
Jesus !

Next day was Saturday, Nelly's chief
day for workwith her Sunday-school schol-
ars; so in the afternoonshecame as IThad de-
sived her, that T might go with her as usual
to the field to meet her pupils. Theairwas
alive with thesound that isalways very dear
to me—children’s glad voices ; but at our
appearance, all was quiet, and Nelly took
her place on the mound where I first saw
her. It was marvellous to me how this
girl gave to each scholar her lesson out of
the words she had to repeat ; truly God
had blessed her missionary spirvit, and
diven her knowledge from above, for every
word seemed to go home to those address-
ed. After each lesson had been repeated, I
read a short prayer of dismissal, and each
head was bowed in humble thanksgiving.
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“And now, dear Nelly, where are you
going 1" said L.

“To the two old women in the almshouse,
for they will expect me to read to them.”

I saw that her heart was in her work,
50 I said nothing but to bid her not to stop
too long and tire herself for the morrow.

Thomas gradually improved in strength,
and new the house,
was once the dirtiest and worst kept in
the village, b ame the cleanest. Hope
seemed born with religion in that poor
home, and
woman two ill-kept childven, there
was cleq iess and sobriety. Thomas saw
this in his rapid convalescence, and blessed
God for having sent the blind girl to their
roof ; “for,” said he, “wife, if Nelly
hadn’t read to me about Jesus, I should
have died for want of hope and happiness ;
but now,” drawing his wife to him, * please
God I shall soon be well, and then the
public won't have no more of me.”

And he was true to his word, for now

each Sabbath morning sees him and his !

wife and their children, neatly dressed

and clean, wending their way to the vil-

lage church. Among the worshippers,
there is none more reverent and grateful
than Thomas, who has good cause to re-
wember *“ Nelly the blind girl.”

020 ———

Sabbath School Music.

A WRITER in the Preshyterian speaks
sensibly and well of this important subject,
as follows : “If you will teach the children
of the church the music of the church,
you will have leaders for the choir, and a
host of singers for the congregation, And
if any one should say, ‘ But the children
do not like the music of the church, and
will not sing it "—we should first enquire
where that man obtained his knowledge of
music, and of children, and how mueh he
has of either. No greater mistake could
well be made.  Children can and ave
taught to sing the hymns of the churel,
and to sing them well, and to love them,
Teaching them would of course not exclude
some of the really excellent modern chil-
dren’s hymns and musie, but it would shut
out some of the nonsensical stuff with
which our schools are flooded,”

stead of a dirty, slatternly | vice can be

Children’s Service.

My idea of a children’s service, at least
in ordinary cases, may be more simple
than that of many others. The model
appended is simply a brief of an actual
service. I think it might be improved by
the offering of the Lords prayer by all

or cottage, which | present in concert, and perhaps by a short

responsive reading. But I give it in its
actual and almost extreme simplicity in
order to show that a useful children’s ser-
held in any church, even

i where the scholars are very imperfectly

trained,
The objects of this service, which ought
to be held at least once in three months at

| the usual hour of morning service, may be

thus stated ; (1) To give childven a special
share in public worship—their portion in
due season. (2) To interest them in public
worship, and counteract the deplorable
custom of non-attendance of children, It
is a growing and erying evil. The Sabbath-
school is hardly blessing where it is made
a substitute for Church services, so that
childven do not attend them. (3) Inciden-
tally, to interest and draw grown people,
and train the preacher to a simple, per-
spicuous style of preaching.

Lt is essential to success that teachers sit
with their classes, and interest themselves
to secure their attendance ; that the school
sit together, in the front part of the house;
that such hymns and songs be sung as the
school has previously practised ; that an
instrument—if only & melodeon—be near
the school, and a leader in front of them 3
and that the preacher prepare a brief ser-
mon, at least tolerably adapted to the com-
prehension of children, It is desirab's
to break this sermon into two or three
divisions, with a verse or two sung by the
school (rising) letween.  This will pre-
vent fatigue. It is also desivable, if pos-
sible, that part of the regular Sunday-school
singing, and so of the singing on these
oceasions, should be of hymns, with L iv
own tunes, ontof the Chiurch Hymmn-Book ;
and that the whole congregation should be
invited to join in thesingi -the childven
and yonth of the school superseding (for
the occasion) the choir,

A children’s service, in a word, should
simply be honest worship and instruction,
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particularly adapted to children; and in-
tended for the benefitof the wholecongrega-
tion, while specially designed for the chil-
dren of the congregation. Everything like
clap-trap, exhibition, or show, shonld be
sedulously avoided,

I am persuaded that any man fit to be
the pastor of a Church can, with sufficient
thonght and labor, especially on the sermon,
conduct a children’s serviceonce a quarter,
however simple it may be, with profit to
all concerned. Of course there arve dift
ferent degrees of talent in the speaker,
and of discipline in the school ; but this
service need be denied the children of no
congregation.— Rev. J. W. Willmarth.

—— 0 O

Sunday-school Gleanings.

Tue Christian at Work thinks that there
is a wonderful difference in churches,
“Some seem as if no children had heen
born in the neighbourhood for twenty
years, Others are alive with interested
young people.”  Another exchange, the

Sunday-school Journal, urges that the

children be brought by *homefuls” into
the church, until their numbers and reg-
ular attendance will lead the pastor to
provide something for them. But, as the
Independent well remarks, “a child is
willing to draw blanks onee in a while as
a sermon-hearer—for all of us do that
but he is not willing to draw blanks fifty-
two Sundays in a year' The trouble is
to keep those “homefuls” in the church
for the length of time n y to make
an impression on the minister. Some of
us have far outgrown childhood in the
attempt.———The Sunday-school World
has a corvespondent who says that a friend
of his while visiting in Chicago last winter
heard so much of the Sunday-school lessons
at the noon-day and evening prayer-meet
ings, and in conversation at the fireside,
that he exclaimed: “ 1t seems to me
Chicago people have gone mad over the
Old Testament!” Tt's the New now,

Never was a wiser caution given to Sunday-
school teachers than that uttered by Prof,
Stowe : “ Never think that you thoroughly

understand any portion of the Word of

God.” A little girl once asked her
mother if she did not think that My,
Crafts was “very motherly.” The title

became permanent, and his full address
now is: “Rev. W. F. Crafts, V.M.”
Many a D.D. counts for less. W, H
Jordan, in the Sunday-school T'imes, per-
tinently says : “Sunday-schools cannot be
carried on without money any more than
a cotton factory. Books, papers, light,
fuel, maps, blackboards, ete., ete., do not
come into the schools by a miracle, but by
money. A piety that begets parsimony is
a fraud.  Shouting hallelujah over Sunday-
schools will not buy Bibles and other
requisites.”  The place for providing for
all these necessaries is in the calm de-
liberations of the committee on church
expenses, The Baptist Teacher thinks
that the church does not do enough for its
child-converts,—* its solicitude for them
censing just as soon as they are gathered
in, as if it had put into their hands a
paid-up life insurance poliey.” It insists
that the church should “mnot only labour
and pray to bring young people in, but
after it has got them in to be no less
solicitous to bring them out.”———It is
Dr. Van Doren, we believe, who has callea
attention to the fact that the third com-
mand to Peter was: “Feed my little
sheep.”  Certainly that is the literal trans-
lntion, so that the series, literally, would
be: *“Feed my lambs; tend my sheep ;
feed my little sheep,”—or, as Dr. Van
Doren says, two sermons to one for the
lambs, —*“I ain'"t a-comin’no more after
to-day,—I ain't a-goin’ to be turned over
to any fellow as turns up,—I like to have
a tencher as belongs to you,” were the
remarks of a scholar whose teacher could
not stand Sunday dust, and heat, and rain,
and mud, half so well as on week days, ——
A favorite motto of Mr. Caughey, the
revivalist, was: “Knee work! Knee
work ! ungd he used often to say : “Go
to all the men who have brought blessings
upon the world, and you will find that
they Tave done their work largely on
their knees, 1t is not us who do the
work, but God working in us, with us,
and through us.” 8o Spurgeon says : “If,
my brethren, you want to break human
hearts, lemen from the old stone-breaker on
the road, who, when he would break hard
flint, kneels down to do it.’———The
Clristian Intelligencer believes that * get-
ting the lesson by heart is next to getting
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it into the heart.”———Dr. Curry made
mention of a capital incident in his address
at Chautauqua. He said that when an
eminent and highly successful pastor was
written to for a copy of the constitution of
his Sunday-school, he replied : ““ / am too
busy to come.” Now if there were only
more pastors to act as * constitutions” to
Sabbath-schools we might have more
organizations with life in them. In
enforcing the mnecessity of seeing that
scholars understand all the words of a
lesson, an old-time pupil says that for
years he read a very well known sentence
as: “It is not meat to take the children’s
bread and cast it to the dogs.” He knew
bread was not meat, and the puzzle to his
childish mind was that anybody could
think that they could so impose on the
dogs. 'When some minister more thought-
ful than others substituted, “It is not
proper,” then, for the first time, he dis-
covered his error, The Massachusetts
Teacher says: *“Teachers too often lose
sight of the noteworthy fact that dull
scholars are not to blame for their dullness
any more than they are for the colour of

have complained of the New Testament
lessons, as not being favourable for eye
teaching.

2. On this “other side” you find an
unimportant word, phrase, or even an
allusion, made prominent and conspicuous,
not because it serves as a hook to hang up
a chart of truth, but because a tree, or a
‘llllllﬂt', or a snake would look so well on
| the board, If creation had been the pre-
| rogative of these Knights of the Crayon,
i they would never have allowed existence

| to aught but things—tangible objects that
[ The
'\v]mlo realm of generalized thought, ab-
‘ stract truth and moral maxims would not

might have their pictures taken.

Lave a place even among the possibilities,
3. Blackboarding every Sabbath by a
mixture of crosses, and crowns, and cups-
running-over, and snakes labelled Satan,
and other devices of men, supposing that
the lesson is thereby impressed upon the
minds of the scholars. This is based on a
shallow knowledge of mind, aside from
the waste of time and distraction of
| thought produced.
In general, all blackboard efforts that

their hair,” and is rightly severe on those J draw attention to themselves instead of
“who show a marked partiality for good | the lessons or truths they illustrate, are
scholars and a noticeable dislike and neg- [ on this “other side.” If any acrostic is
lect toward those who are dull.”———It | clear and pointed, it may make a marked

is the Journal and Messenger that says
some pastors visit their scholars so seldom
that the superintendent feels the necessity
of introducing them every time they come,
by saying : “ This is our pastor, who will
now say a few words.”

BT o [

Tho Other Side of the Blackboard. i
|
l

YONAHAM,

Itis customary to speak of the bright
and dark sides of things, but in reference
to the blackboard its brightest side is very
dark, However, it is here proposed to
examine, in brief, that “ other side,”

1. On it the true order is often reversed, }
and Seripture is used to blackboard with,
instead of using the hoard to illustrate
truth.  God’s word is prostituted to serve
the purposes of art. To such an extent
is this true that Sunday-school chalkists

impression ; but if followed by another
next Sabbath, and still another the next,
and so on to the end of the artist’s genius,
it were better that unimportant thought
had been plainly written in the plainest
letters,

It might be a question what to put on
the favorable side, if all the above belong
on “the other.” The numbers of hymns,
Seripture references, some anuouncements,
statistics, ete.,, are always in place ; and
any word, phrase, sentence, mark or pic-
ture that explain illustrate, or fix the
main point or points to be taught,

While the stomach may be the shortest
route to some people’s hearts, the hand to
others, the eye is perhaps the easiest and
most available avenue, and should be em-
ployed in many ways ; one of which is
the blackboard.

It is needless to say that the above
board is not reversible, and that *the
other side” should face wall-wards,—
Sunday-school Helper.
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Working For Josus.

AL the bright summer afternoon Mary
sat busily sewing. Her companions were
were playing upon the lawn. Why did
she not join them? She was making a
dressing gown for papa, and wished to
have it finished ujon his return home.
It was almost dark when the last stitch
was taken, and Mary carried her work to
papa’s room, and placed it on a chair by
his bedside, with a little slip of paper
pinned upon it, on which was written, “ For
my dear papa, with the love of Mary.”

“ Mary, Mary !"” called the girls.

“Yes, I am all ready,” she answered ;
and away she ran to join them.

“How happy you look, after sewing all
the afternoon, too! Do you like to sew
for so long a time 2"

“No, but I have been working to-day
for papa, and it has seemed very pleasant.
I love him so much that nothing seems
hard that I can do for him.”

“That is what Miss Alice, our Sunday-
school teacher, told us,” replied Annie,
““8he said love made labour light.”

““ And she also said that it was just so
in working for Jesus,” added Fanny.

“ Working for Jesus! what do you
mean ?” asked Carrie.

“That if we love Jesus we shall seek
to please Him. If we are kind and
loving, and try to do good to others, this
will be working for Him.”

“ Will Jesus be pleased with us if we
doso?”

“Yes,” said Mary ; “ more pleased than
papa will be when he sees the gown that
I have made for him,”

“T wish that I loved Jesus,” said
Carrie,

|

Feed M_y_ Lambs.

BY ISA KER.

Curist unto Peter said, If thou wouldst prove

Me,
How llcep thy love may be ;

My lambs, the Yittlc ones loved of My Father,
Take thou in charge for me.

"Twas not some task of wondrous risk and daring,
He gave His truth to prove,

Some deadly warfare, trial of mighty prowess,
The ordeal of his love,—

Love only learned through tender close com-
munion
With him who is its source ;
Love which in single-hearted sclf-forgetting
Counts earthly gain but loss.

Ages have passed since Judah’s silent mountains
Echoe | these words of love ;

Yet still in calm authority they're shining
All earthly laws above.

Through the long centuries His words are
sounding,—
Glad-hearted we obey,
Making our own the sacred work our Saviour
To Peter gave that day.

—0 O —

Stamp the Wax while Soft.

Warr until it is cold and you apply the
seal in vain, Hard and rigid, it refuses
to receive impression. This fact invests
with thrilling interest the early religious
training of the young ere sin palsies all
sensibility to sacred things, Commence
in time, and how easily can Christ’s image
be stamped on the heart of a child, As
naturally as mother-love will Christ-love
grow and produce its rvich fruits. Hold
up his life-picture to be seen and accepted
by the young. The spirit of a child is not
unlike the artist’s sensitive picture-plate

“You eannot help loving Him if you | that stands ready to be daguerreotyped
will only think how much He loves you. | upon its polished srface whatever comes

He died for you,” said Fanny.

within its view, With what intense

“T think the more we do for those we | solicitude, then, should every parent see
love the better we love them,” said Mary. | that the dear little ones have Christ

“And if we will try every day to work
for Jesus in every way that we can, we
neaed not fear but we shall love Him.”

“ Let us begin now,” said Fanny ; “and
let us ask Jesus to teach us the way that
that we can please Him best.”

Yes, let us all try, you and I, to live
every day working for Jesus.

stamped upon their souls as early as
possible.  Have His character as the
central figure in each ones photograph
life-album, and you may rest assured that
an nnseen but irrvesistible charm will
follow such a child’s footsteps through
life, and at its close open to him the
blessedness of the sun-bright clime, Re-
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member that early religious training is no
sickly sentiment, but the highest philos-
ophy. Not only revelation, but nature,
abundantly attests its wisdom. Does not
the skilled hand bud the tender twig with
the fruit it should bear? Is it not common
sense to go to the fountain head and guide
the current of the stream ? Is it not true
that we lay hold upon the young tendrils
of the shooting vine to train them as we
would have them go? May we not, then,
whether parents or guardians, teachers or
preachers, redouble our efforts in leading
the young to accept the pearl of great
price?

—_—00

The Teachers’ Moeting in a Country
Sunday-School.

Maxy superintendents of country Sun-
day-schools, who wish they could have a
weekly teachers’ meeting, think it quite
impossible to get their scattered teachers
together at any central point on a week-
day evening ; so they count such a meet-

ing out of the question in their fields of

labour. Now if the teachers cannot all as-
semble at one point, they can at least gather
in smaller groups, asfor neighborhood pray-
er meetings, in different portions of their
school field, and thus help one another in
the prayerful preparation of their lessons,
This plan is practicable in almost every
circuit. It is followed successfully where
nothing else seems likely to succeed,

Where this is the method for the week-
day evening teachers’ meetings, it may
be well to bring all the teachers together
at some convenient Lour on Sunday, at
the Sunday-school, before the school
session, that they may compare notes and
be brought to see eye to eye in their
common work. Many schools have their
teachers’ meeting on Sunday. In some
country circuits, where the school meets
in the afternoon, the teachers’ meeting is
held for an hour before the forenoon
service, the teachers leaving their homes
the earlicr to secure this privilege ofcon-
ference with their co-workers before going
to their classes.

If the teachers’ preparation meeting is
rightly valued it will be secured, in one
way or another, in city and country.

43
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When superintendents and teachers feel
that they must have it, they will find a
way to bring it about, however widely
cattered may be their homes,

— 00—

The Name of Josus.

I nave a word of five letters, but no
sheet is white enough on which to write
it, and no pen good enough with which to
inscribe it.  Give me the faivest leaf from
the heavenly records; give me the pencil
with which the angel records his victory,
and then, with my hand strung to super-
natural ecstacy, and my pen dipped in the
light of the morning, I will write it out in
capitals of love: “J-p-s-v-s.” Tt is this
One, infinitely fair, to whom you, oh
sinner, are invited. Christ is waiting for
you, waiting as a banquetter waits for the
delayed guests; the meats smoking, the
beakers brimming, the minstrels with
fingers on the stiff string waiting for the
clash of the hoofs at the gateway, Wait-
ing for you, oh sinner, as the mother waits
for her boy who went off ten years ago,
dragging her bleeding heart along with
him.  Waiting, Ob, give me a compar-
ison intense enough, hot enough, im-
portunate enough to express my meaning ;
something high as heaven, and deep as
hell, and long as eternity. Not hoping
that you can help me with such a com-
parison, I will say, He is waiting as only
the all-sympathetic Christ can wait for the
coming back of a lost soul,

—Talmage.

00

Mothors with their Boys.

Keer home bright, mothers! A lady
was at the sea-shore last summer, whose
four boys, aged from eight to sixteen
years, were the theme of even the busiest
tongues. Such manly boys, so obedient,
s0 thoughtful of mother and sister, such
perfect gentlemen without a tinge of man-
whness.  Boys who could act like men in
the parlour but were full of fun and play
in the field ; who seemed innocent of late
hours, rich dishes, and champagne, and yet
could be thoroughly at ease while they
walked and talked with the girls of their
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age, or conversed with their elders. The
secret leaked out one day. Mrs, S——
spent many of her evenings at home with
her boys in the parlour, and while she play-
ed “young lady,” they made calls upon her.
She did not tell us so, but we do not doubt
for an instant that sweet lessons of polite-
ness, purity, and that highest gentleman-
liness, religion, were interspersed with the
“liitle nothings ” talked during these
“ calls.”"—Sunday-school Times.

The Sunday School Banner,

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1875.

Sunday School Libraries.

TrE importance of these great educating
agencies is not duly realized. They
furnish, in many places, not only almost
the entice reading of the juvenile popula-
tion, but a very large proportion of that
of the adult popnlation. In many parts
of the country there would bean absolute
dearth of books but for the Sunday-school
libraries. There are probably not less
than half a million of Sunday-school books
in circulation, and these are read, on an
average, at least once a month, thus
raising their practical efficiency to that of
6,000,000 volumes in the homes of the
people.  And they circulate in the remot-
est hamlets in the country. They are
welcome visitors to the log house of the
backwoods settler, and to the humble
cottage of the toiling artisan, and every-
where they bring gladness, awaken intel-
ligence, and cultivate both mind and
heart.

‘We can scarcely conceive of any moral
or intellectual agency carrying on its
operations at so slight a cost. Our Sunday-
school literature, it is true, may not be
all of the high class character that is
desirable. It is impossible but that in
such a number of books some may be

inferior in style, or even objectionable in
teaching. The utmost vigilance should be
exercised to prevent the intrusion of such.
Inordertoassist Sunday-schoolsin the selec-
tion of suitable books, the Sunday-school
Committee have prepared a list of books
that have been carefully read by some
one or other of the Ministers, and per-
sonally guaranteed as unobjectionable in
tone and teaching. This list of “ winnowed
Sunday-school books " at present includes
about two hundred and thicty volumes,
and additions to the number will soon be
made. It will shortly be printed, and a
copy sent to each Sunday-school, as far as
its address is known. If any teachers
or superintendents are acquainted with
any really good Sunday-school book not
on the list, they will confer a favor by
sending its name, with that of the pub-
lisher, to the Secretary of the Sunday-
school Committee, the Rev. A, Andrews,
Tilsonburg, Ont.

The Committee is anxious that only
first class books should be found in our
Sunday-school Libraries, It is above all
desirable that the scholars should acquire a
taste for something better than the weak
and oftensillystory books thatform so large
a proportion of some libraries. A per-
sistence in such reading will weaken
instead of strengthening the mind, and will
give a life-long disgust for all sound and
solid studies, There are multitudes of
books teeming from the press, of absorbing
interest, of useful information, that will
enrich bLoth the head and heart of the
reader. They may cost a little more than
the poor and cheap, which sometimes finds
its way into Sunday-schools, but it is false
economy to starve the children’s souls and
minds when abundance of wholesome,
intellectual and spiritual food is to be
obtained. It is always cheapest to “get
the best.”
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Wk are glad to find that the BANNER
and Berean Leaves are increasingly pop-
ular,  We shall endeavour to make them
thoroughly worthy of the support of our
friends. The large amount of additional
matter makes the BANNER of permanent
value to Sunday school workers, It is
now one-fourth larger than the New York
SuNDAY ScHOOL JOURNAL, is one of the
largest, and we will try to make it one of
the best Sunday-school papers published
on the continent.

We shall be glad to receive short con-
tributions for the Department of Sunday

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

school Work, or any hints or suggestions
to Sunday school workers.

Literary Notices,

WE have received the announcement of
the INTERNATIONAL REVIEW, to be pub-,
lished by A. 8. Baryes & Co., New York
and Chicago. Price $5 a year, or §1 per
number  he January number contains
an article by Dr. McCosh, on * Ideas
on Nature overlooked by Dr. Tyndall,”
which will be worth the price of the
number.  Other important contributions
by distinguished American and foreign
authors are promised.

The New ENGLAND JOURNAL oF Epuca-
TIoN (Boston, Mass., $3 a year) represents |
four previously existing Teachers’ papers
consolidated into one. It seems to be vig-
orously edited, and would be of undoubted

service to the teaching fraternity.
TuiustraTEDd Bise Stupies. €. H.
Howarp & Co,, 151, 153 Fifth Avenue,
Chicago, offers a new feature in a large
quarto Engraving of one of Dore's mar-
vellous seripture pictures. It is intended
for teachers and older scholars. Price 81,
or, with 15 cents for mailing, two fine

chromos additional.

Scriptuve Lessons,

[nternational Lesson Department, 1875

FIRST QUARTER—LEssoNs asour Josnua,

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1875,
LESSON VI—Acuax’s Six.—Josh. 7. 19-20,

Berean Notes on the Lessons.
1. GENERAL STATEMENT,

Alas that the victory of Israel should be so
short-lived ! From Jericho to Ai is but about
ten miles: but what a distance between the
conquering army in chapter six and the repulsed
army in chapter seven. The TitLe of the
lesson pomnts to {he sinner, the Topic to the sin :
“The Sin of Covetousness and its Consequences,”
The GoLpex TEXT pives faithful warning to us:
“ Take heed and beware of coretousness,” In
the OuTiINE we notice, 1. THE SIN CON-
FESSED ; 2. THE SIN PUNISHED ; the
whole sub ect indicating the Doctrine of 7'%e
General Juldgment, when a)l sins shall be brought
to light, and all sinners not repentant sorely
and finally and forever punished. How will it
be with you, dear teachcr, and with your class ?

IL. Nores, ILLUSTRATIONS, AND LEssoxs,

ACHAN, ver. 19, called in 1 Chron. 2%
‘““ACHAN, the troubler of lsrael, who trans.
gressed in the thing accursed.” MY SON.
Joshua speaks tenderly and pityingly. (1) God
is love.  Our sorrows come from our own sins,
and not from his desire to afflict. CONFESSION.
1. To God ; 2. To nan. Thus give GLURY to
God that His justice may appear. INDEED, I
HAVE SINNED, ver. 20. Mournful words—
not of self-relenting and true repenting, but en-
forced by the certainty of exposure and of
punishment. Remorse burns in every letter.
O, the ery of the doomed soul—* I have
sinned,” when all hope is yone ! (2) 7%e siuner
mnst sooner or later confess—if not now, cer.
tainly at the judgment. 1SAW , . COVETED
.. TOOK . . HID, ver. 21 (3) Sec the
gradual development of sin—the look, the long-
ing, the having, the hiding. Beware teacher,
and bid your pupils beware, of the Zook that
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leads to sin. (4) T'e life of faith **looks not at
the things which are seen.” See for what Achan
bartered his soul's peace, his family’s life, his
nation’s prosperity—l. A GARMENT; 2.
SILVER ; 3. GOLD.

A rich cloak wrought in Babylon. These
were very elegent, as pictures now remain-
ing testify. *‘The fignre of a Babylonish
king, of a period three hundred years later
than Achan, engraved on a large black
stone in the British Museum, represents
him clad in a large outer robe embroidered
in a very elaborate and delicate pattern.”—
Dr. Crosby.

(5) Many a soul has been ruined by excessive
love of dress.

The silver was worth probably less than
$200. One authority says £33 sterling,
another 120 silver dollars, ‘““‘at that day
worth probably twenty times what it is
worth to-day.” The gold was a tongue or
bar of gold worth less than $300. What a
sacrifice !

(6) How many souls sell their birthright in
time and eternity for a little money.

““ Covetousness is called *the Just of the
eye,” and by this window much wickedness
windeth itself into the heart.”—7'rapp.

MESSENGERS . . RAN, The confession
to be corroborated. The treasure to be exhib-
ited, the whole sin to be brought into the light.
(7) Every secret sin shall be made manifest.
Nothing can be perpetually hidden. Your sins,
dear pupils, must come into the broad daylight
some time! BEFORE THE LORD at the
tabernacle. How worthless and accursed did
these things seem in contrast with the purity
and glory and beauty and divine power of the
tabernacle! (8) 7%he divine holiness in the
presence of which our sins shall stand at the last
day will show them in their true character.
UNTO . . VALLEY OF ACHAR. A place
of trouble. 1. To all Israel; 2. To Achan ; 3.
To his family. Achan in Achar—the troubler
in trouble. (9) God will punish sin; (10) Our
sins bring trouble to all who are connected with
us,

‘When a man commits any sin by which
he is disgraced his whole family suffers,
A defaulter, a murderer, an adulterer, ete.

““ As a question of fact it is difficult to
conceive that Achan’s family would have
been ignorant of his guilt.”—Groser,

O Lord, for the sake of thy dear Son, awaken
us to a sense of our sin and danger, and may
we seck in thee pardon and holiness !

An English Teacher’s Notes on the
Lessons.

Here we have one of the subjects which so
greatly try a teacher's ingenuity—the story
being so familiar and the moral so obvious, that
before the lesson begins the scholars know all
about it. But there is one advantage about
such a familiar subject. Scarcely any time has
to be devoted to the explanation of the passage,
and the application can be of the fullest and most
detailed character. In the present lesson the
teacher’s task will be to illustrate in the most
practical way, according to the age and circum-
stances of his scholars, first, the character of
sin, and then its consequences,

L. Two features in sin’s character are shown
in the story of Achan.

First, there is the insidious growth of sin.
See the four words in ver. 21: ‘“‘saw.”
““coveted,” ‘““took,” “'hid.” Each is significaut.

““Saw.” The eye an inlet of temptation. (This
may be illustrated by * Eye-gate,” in bunyan’s
Holy War.) Here the teacher should dwell upon
the actual evil things on which the eyes of his
scholars are likely to rest, and exemplify the
dangers of them. And note David’s prayer,
“ Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanivy,”
(Psa. 119. 37,) and Christ’s counsel, “ If thine
eye offend thee, pluck it out,” (Matt. 5. 29,
which means, Be as if you were blind.

““ Coveted.” Children generally see no harm in
merely wishing for something not their own, pro-
vided it goes no further. But, first, Achan’s
case shows that we cannot insure its going no
further ; and, secondly, supposing it does go no
further, still it is a sin, for the command is,
““ Thou shalt not covet.”

“ Took.” No doubt Achan agreed with hiwm-
self that as the owner of the booty was killed,
there was no theft in taking it ; besides that the
victors might fairly claim the spoil. There
always are excuses for sin. But the testing ques-
tion is, *“ Would you like others to sce you doing
this ? which introduces the next word :

“Hid.” Ah! Achan might make excuses to

1f, but he was ashamed to let others know
what he had done. How exastly ke boys and
giils who sin in secret !

Thus we se¢ how one sin leads to another, 1t
is like sliding down the side of a mountain ;
once let yourself go and there is no stopping.
The only sure course is not to start. ** Keep
back thy servant from presumptuous sins.” Psa.
19. 13.
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The second feature of sin’s character is that it
is 80 complez. What was Achan’s sin? The
Golden Text suggests to us to call it covetous-
ness ; and even if we confine our thou@hts to
that sin we shall find plenty to say about it.
Every boy who has envied another h is pocket
knife, and every girl who has longed for as bright
a ribbon as her companion, has been betrayed
into it. But we see in Achan’s cuge how many
sins are really involved in the committal of what
seems one. Disobedience—dish t;
tion : here are three that lie on the surface.
Sacrilege also he was guilty of ; for the riches
of Jericho were to ““come into the treasury of
the Lord,” (6. 19,) so that he “robbed God.”
And o it is with every sin we commit, it is sure
tobe the breach of more than one commandment,

y—decep

IL. The consequences of sin as shown in this
narrative are threefold :

1. It paralyzes our spiritual warfare. There
could be no more successful fighting against the
Canaanites till Achan’s sin was put away from
Israel. And so it is withus. Yield to one sin,
and you cannot fight against another. Every
teacher, with a little reflection, will be able to
illustrate this,

2. It brings trouble on others. See how Israel
suffered through Achan's sin. Does this seem
strange or unfair ? Anyhow, it is the fact ;
look at a drunkard’s children, for example. The
fact is, we are all bound together with so many
ties that we are like a vast and complex yiece
of machinery. Touch one spring, or move one
wheel, and you set in action a series of causes
and effects of which you never dreamed. And
what is more, You can't stop it.

3. It incurs certain punishment. What pun-
ishment? Misery of mind—think of Achan’s !
Disgrace—think of Achan’s ! Death—think of
Achan’s! An accursed name when you are
gone —think of Achan’s!

But let not this gloomy subject end gloomily,
If the lesson is successful al! must acknowledge
that, m one way or another, they are Achans,
What then ?

First, as to the past : “The blood of Jesus
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 1
John 1. 7.

Secondly, as to the future:  “ He is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of his glory with ex-
ceeding joy.” Jude 24,

For Senior Scholars,
L—~—THEMES FOR BIBLE READINGS,

L. TheSin of Covetousness. Psa. 10, 3 ; 1 Tim.
6. 10 ; Eph. 5. 5; Col. 3. 5.

2. The &in of Covetousness. ¥Eph. 5. 8; 1
Tim. 3. 3; Ezek. 33. 31; 2 Pet. 2. 14.

3. The Source of Covetousness. Prov.,
Rom. 1. 29; Mark 7, 22. 23; Psa. 39.
cles, 4. 8.

4. The Emblems of Covetousness. Prov. 30. 15.
sa. 56. 11 ; Ezek. 22. 27 ; Prov. 1. 19 328.22;
Hab. 2, 5.

5. Erhortations Against Covetousness. Luke 12.
15; Matt. 19. 22; Prov. 28. 16 ; Hab. 2. 9;
Heb. 13. 5.

6. The Punishment of Covetousness. Job, 20.
16; Isa. 57. 17 ; Jer. 22. 17-19 ; Micah 2. 2,
3; Isa. 5. 8.

7. Eramples of Covetousness. Josh, 7. 21;1
Sam. 2, 12-14 ; 2 Kings 5. 20-24 ; Matt. 26, 14,
15; Jude 11.

IL—SEED-THOUGHTS,

21. 26 ;

6; Ec-

1. Was Joshua probably aware of this great
sin when he sent men to Ai with a view to pro-
secute the war?

2. Did God intend to reprove Joshua for his
prostration and humiliation, or for a reflection
upon Providence?

3. In God’s covenant did he apprise the peo-
ple what would follow if they took spoils ¢

4. When defeat came what should Joshua
have done ?

5. What was the sin n the heart that caused
this outward crime ? -

6. Can you name any sin that does not ori-
ginate in the Jieart sin which caused this ¥

7. Does God bring on us public and private
calamities for our secret sins?

8. If so, what should we do when these ca-
lamities occur ?

9. Is it possible Achan would have been for-
given had he owned his guilt before detected by
lot?

10. What may occasion spiritual barrenness
in many Churches ?

11. What view is here given us of siz and its
results ?

111.—DOCTRINE.

“The General Judgment:” Gen. 18, 25 $
Eccl. 11, 9; Acts 24, 25; Matt. 25. 31 3 John
11. 24,
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The Primary Class.

Call up the events of the last lesson, especially
the command of God as given in chapter 6. 18,
19. All the spoils they took from the conquer-
ed city of Jericho were to be given into the
Lord’s trcasury. DBut there was one man that
disobeyed. He was a soldier. Can any of you
tell his name? Achun. He took sometbing
that ought to have been given up to God. This
was displeasing to the Lord, and it was not
very long before some of the fighting people of
the land overcame God's people in battle, be-
cause God would not be with his people while
this wickedness was among them. [Here briefly
describe the mode by which Achan was detect-
ed. ‘This will bring the class to the lessou for
the day.]

The teacher may notice, First, Achan’s Con-
fession, 1t would have been better for him if
he had confessed before he was found out. He
was probably more sorry for being found out
than for having sinned. It is often so with
children. [Give illustrations of this.] In his
confession we may see the growth of his sin ;
for sin grows just as plants grow. 1. He sow
the valuable things. There was nothing wrong
in this, for he could not help seeing them.
Wrong doing and right doing sometimes begin
at the same place, like the forks of two roads.
2. He coveted them. That is, he wanted them for
himself. Just here he took the wrong road. If
he had wanted them for God, he would have
taken the right road. 3 He took them. That
is, he took them for himself, when it was his
duty to take them for God. Thus he went
further yet in the wrong road. 4. He Aid them.
He dfd not want to be found out. What a
foolish man to forget that God saw him all the
time. Secondly, The Recovery of the Goods.
Joshua had them all brought out in the pres-
ence of the people. How ashamed Achan must
have felt when he saw them. After all his
trouble in hiding tkem, here they were, where
everybody could see them. There is a day
coming when every sin will be seen, just as
these stolen goods were scen. Zhirdly, His
Punishment. It was a terrible one, Where was
he taken? What was done to him? What
kind of a monument was put over his grave?

Several points may be illustrated by this his-
tory. 1. Sin grows in the heart. [Here drill
the class in the four stages of growth in the
case of Achan, as already pointed out in the

As they respond, ;write opposite,

1L
2, (1) Smw ; (0) Coveted ; (3) Took: ; (4)
3. Hid.] 2 £ will surely be found

® 4. out. l,\en if you hide it from
every l;ml) else you cannot hide it from God,
3. Sin brings sorrow. It may for a while give
pleasure, but the sorrow is sure to come sooner
or later. 4. Sin ought to be shunned, Get
out of its way, as you would get out of the
way of a snake or a wild beast. [Here let the
class repeat the Golden Text.]

It will be found a good exercise now to go
back to the starting point of Achan’s sin, where
he came to ‘“‘the parting of the ways" where
he ““saw ” the valuable articles, and show, by
questioning or otherwise, what he ought to have
done with them, and what would have been
the results to him if he had pursued this better
course,

BY LUCY J. RIDER.

I only need to speak the word *‘ Jericho,"”
and you all remember about the rich city with
high® walls around it, and how those walls fell
down at the shout of the Israelites, after they
had marched around them in silence so many
times, And yon remember how very wicked
the people in Jericho were.  Now, on account
of their great wickedness God told Joshua that
Jericho and everything in it was accursed—all
the people were to be put to death, and all the
grand houses and furniture and clothes should
be burned ; while the gold and silver wau
to be given to the Loxd ; that is, it was to be
put with the holy ark and caretully kept. No
man was to keep anything for himself ; if he
did, the curse that the Lord had pronounced
against Jericho would come on him. Joshua
told all the people, and T suppose they all
meant to obey the Lord; but one man—his
hame was Achan—happened to see a lump, or
wedge, of gold, with some silver and a beauti-
ful garment, and the wicked thought came into
his mind that he would not give them to the

Lord, but would keep them for himself, *It
won't do any harm,” thought he, *for I will
hide them, and no one will know it.” 8o he
carried them home, dug a hole in the ground
under his teut, and hid them there. I thought
he was safe, for no one saw him doitb. . his own
family, and they would not tell ; but he forgot
about God—God saw him. Everything went on
as usual for a while, but ah ! punishment always
comes after sin, and Achan’s punishment was

lesson. To help their memory put this on the
blackboard :
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Not long afterward the army of the Israelites
was terribly beaten in a battle with the Canaan-
ites.  Thirty-six men were kilied, and ti.e rest
came rushing back to the camp in great dismay.
Joshua fell on his face before the ark of the
Lord and cried, ““Alas! alas!” Now, why
were the Israclites conquered in battle?  Be-
cause the Lord did not help them. But why
did he not help them?  Because there was sin
in the camp. Tuat one man, Aclian, had brought
all this trouble upou the people. It was on ac-
count of his sin that those th rty-six men were
killed.  Wasn't be a murdercr as well as a
thief ?

The Lord told Joshua that this trouble had come
because some one had sinned, and he told him
bow to find out who was the guilty man,  So
Achan was found out, and brought up before
Joshua and ali the people. *Tell me now what
thou hast doue,” said Joshua. Then Achan
confoe ed what he Lad doue. and told where the
things were. Josi.ua sen: messengers, who ran
to Achan’s tent aud dug up the floor, and there
wure the things, ju-t were Achau had hid them.
Then Joshua said to bim, * Why hast thou
troubled us?  The Lord shall trouble thee this
day.”  So they took him and the wedge of gold
and the silver aud tie garment that he had
stolen, and all hisother property, and all the peo.
ple who had kuown avout the theft, and biought
them to a valley outside the camp, and there
they burned all his things with tire, and then
threw great stones ou him till he died! Afterward
they rased a great heap of stones over him to
mark the spot, and to make the people remember
that God will surely punish sin.  Poor wicked
Achan ! He did not think that his one siu
would bring all that trouble on him. And it is
Jjust 80 now ; no one knows how mucn trouble
a single sin will make. But can it be possible
that when we do wrong we are anything like
Achan?  Yes, all Achan did was to touch some-
thing that God had cursed, and we know that
God has cursed all sin,

Achan's punishment did not come right off,
but it came ufter a while. God did not forget ;
and it is just so now. Wicked men and boys
and girls may be punished very soon, or they
may live years, and even all their life-time, and
scem to get along just as well as good folks,
But God never forgets. By aud by, after they
die, their souls will all be called before God—
as Achan was before Joshua—and then he will
judge them and punish them for their sins.

4

But we have all sinned—we have all done some-
thing wrong—is thore no w ay to be saved!?
O, yes, we all know what it is—go to Jesus and
ask him to forg.ve all our sins ; then we shall
be happy while we live, and safe when we die,
Are there any little children here who want to
ask Jesus, now, with me, to take away all our
sins, and make us his own loving, happy
childrent Prayer,

WHISPER SONG,

Keep thy heart from sin,
Little child,
Little child,
Pure and cleun within,
Indeflled.

-

Lord, we bring to thee
Heart and voice,
Heart and voice

We will sing to thee,
And rejoice,

|
;
f
|
L

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1875,

LESSON VII.—EBAL Axp Grriziv.—Josh,
8. 30-35,
Berean Notes,
I. GENERAL StATEMENT,

After Achan suffered at Achor, Isracl moved
on Ai and captured it. From Ai the people
passed northwardly about twenty miles (air-
line) to the lovely valley between the two
mountains—KLhal and Gerizim, Now in the
heart o: the land a choiceis to be made. 'T'o be
““in the land " was not enough. To be “in the
Lord” was necessary. To possess territory ig
une thing; to possess moral strength and
doriinion altogetl th Circumstances
will not make man happy. Personal, deliberato
choice is indispensable. So now the people a o
required to make (as the Toric states it)
Solemn Choice between Life and Death, To
enable them to do this God said through lLis
servant, (in the GoLpen TeXT) *“7 have set be.
Jore you life and death, blessing and cursing,”
Standing between the two mountains, Ebal and
Gerizim, the people give in striking and im.
pressive symbol an illustration of the DoctriNg,
The free agency of man. The scene Letween
the mountains is divided by our OuTLINE iuto
two points: 1. THE ALTAR; 2. THj
SERVICE., [Consult LESSON COMPEN D,
Also FREEMAN : Inscriptions on Monuments,
211, 414 FOSLER : 5004, 1857, G54, 1592,
5080.]
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II. Notes, ILLUSTRATIONS, AND Lkssons.

(1) Place deseribed : Deut. 11. 29, 30; 27. 4;
Josh. 8. 30.

2) Altar described : Deut. 27. 5, 6; Josh. 8.
30, 31.

(3) Writing described : Deut. 27. 2, 3, 8;
Josh. 8. 32,

(4) Offerings described : Deut. 27. 6, 7 ; Josh,
8. 31.

(5) Position described: Deut. 27. 12, 13;
Josh, 8. 33.

(6) Service described : Deut. 11. 20; 27, 14-
26 ; Josh. 8. 34.

(7) Congregation described : Josh. 8. 35.

2. THE PLACE OF THIS INCIDENT,
In the heart of Palestine, seventy-five wiles
south-west from Dan, and sixth-fi\e north-west
from Beersheba, twenty-tive from the Mediter-
ranean Sca on the west and twenty from the
Jordan on the east. A narrow but verdant,
fertile, and lovely valley among the mountaing
of Ephraim—the valley itseli one thousand six
hundred and seventy feet above the Mediter-
ranean Sea, with Ebal, a rugged mountain on
the north, rising nine hundred and eighty feet
above it, and Gerizim on the south, rising one
thousand and thirty feet. Here Jacob came
and bought land and lived for a time. **Now
Jacob’s well was there.” John 4. 6. And JEsus
was also there !

3. THE SCENE AT THE TIME OF OUR

LESSON. The imunense multitude—a sort of
triumphal excursion into the new-won land.
“ Kat there, and rejoice” (Deut. 27. 7—but it
was to Le a religious feast)—'‘before the
Lord.” The people with their elders, judges,
aud altar officers crowded into the valley—
dividing (hemselves, six tribes toward kbal and
six toward Gerizim. Deut. 27, 12, 13, In the
centre the altar, and the Levites with the
priests, Joshua read (Josh. 8. 34,) and the
Levites to all he people reiterated, (Deut. 27.
14.) and to the cursings all the people answered
and said “ Amen.” Blessings also were read,
(Josh, 8. 33, 34,) but where were the amens
sounding from Mount Gerizim? Scripture is
silent, It ds not one responsive *‘So be
it"” to blessings earned by the obedience of
fullen man, (Read Deut. 27.) Man may
justly assent to ““all the judgments” (Exod.
24, 8) of Gud's law, but they who remain under
the law remain under its curse. (Gal. 3. 10.)

the Book,” says: I never stand in the
narrow plain, with Ebal and Gerizim
rising on either hand to the tky, without
involuntarily rcealling and reproducing the
scene. I have shouted to hear the echoes,
and then fancied how it must have been
when the loud-voieed Levites proclaimed
from the naked clifls f Ebal ‘Carse !, ete.,
and then the tr | *Amen ' tenfold
louder from the mighty congregation, rising
and swelling, and reaching fiom Ebal to
Gerizim, and from Gerizim to Ebal.”
4. LESSONS AND OVHER SUGGEST-
IONS. (1) This scene a pleasant memorial of
the departed lawgiver; (2) A beautiful service
of consecration ; (3) A most effective object-
lesson—the mountains-~the altar—the law—
the writing—the responses ; (4) A true prepar-
ation-cluss for old and younyg; (5) A * Bible-
reading ;" (6) A good time for renewe | conse-
cration— ust after a victory and just before a
series of territic battles ; (7) The value of God's
word to a nation ; (8) Every Christiar should
be an altar covered with the word of God ; (9)
The Jewish altar on Ebal, ours on Gerizim—
cursings by the law—blessings by the Gospel ;
(10) The terrible necessity of choice which no
human soul can escape ; (11) The strong incen-
tives to @ wise choice furnished by our heavenly
Father ; (12) We should early lead our children
to the place of Decision,

English Teacher's Notes.
Geographical illustration, thongh useful in ite
way in a Sunday-school lesson, may be over-
done. For instance, the exact route of the
Israelites from Rameses to the Red Sea, or the
true site of Kadesh, are points of great interest
to the Bible student; but no teacher should
spend p time in di ing them in’class
uule s he have exceptionally intelligent senior
scholars who enjoy the study of a wap. But
oceasionally we come across a passage of Scrip-
ture the exposition of which is greatly assisted
by a vivid geographical description ; as, for
instance, the account of the death of Moses in
Deut. 34, and the parable of the Good Samar-
itan’s benevolence on the wild road ““down” from
Jerusalem to Jericho.

Now the passage appointed for to-day's lesson
is really unintelligible without some knowledge
of the localities it refers to ; so that here is a
case in which the teacher cannot be too careful
in getting up that knowledge, or too particular
in communicating it even to younger children,

Dr. Thomson, author of *The Land and

In two respects the geography is important :—
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1. Mounts Ebal and Gerizim are in the very
heart of the country. How came the Israelites
there when they had only conquered two cities,
and had as yet scarccly any footing in Canaan
atall? The geographical answer is that from
the deep Jordan valley where they were en-
camped several steep passcs run up into the hill
country ; and that the capture of Ai laid open
to them the very pass leading up toward the
plain of Kl Mukhna, (Moreh,) from which the
two mountains rise. But this is of little con-
sequence. The important point is, that the
moment Joshua could get up to Ebal and
Gerizim, he did, a¢ any risk, Why? Because

jod had commanded the people to go there
when he had brough  them into the land, and
there solemnly proclaim the blessings and
curses of his holy law. Deut. 11 20, To
obey this command was Joshua's first thought ;
and disregarding the powerful enemies on
either side, who might easily cut off his retreat,
he fearlessly thrust himself and his army-—yes,
and the women and children too, (ver, 35)—
like a wedge, between them in order to reach
the appointed spot. Joshua was a good
general ; he knew the risk he ran ; he made no
attempt to stay up there, but went back again
to Gilgal in the valley as soon as the solemn
service was over, and then proceeded to conquer
the country in regular military fashion; but
obey God he would, at all costs; and it is very
likely that the reason of his attacking Ai next
after Jericho was that he might open the way
to accomplish his purpose,

Now here is a most striking example of faith
and courage, which we entirely miss without a
knowledge of the geography. The application
to our every-day life is obvious. A course lies
open before us which is manifestly the path of
duty, but it is one from which flesh and blood
shrink.  Conscience whispers, *“ Zhis is the
way; walk yein it;” and the real peril is not in
going on, but in standing still, becanse only by
80ing on can we insure God's presence and
protection,

2. Here are two great mountaina, Six tribes
crowd the slopes of Gerizim, and six tribes
those of Ebal, (see Deut. 27. 12, 13,) the two
mighty masses of people confronting each other
across the valley of Shechem, with the well of
their father, Jacob, in sight. But what voice
can make itself heard over that vast natura]
amphitheatre ? Surely here is an undoubted
error in that Bible you boast so much of | So

sneered the infidel formerly ; but traveller after
traveller in recent years has tried the experi-
ment, and found the remarkable phenomenon
that the quictest roading on one side of the
valley can be distinetly heard on the other, In
the very last book on Palestine published in
England, 7hose Holy Fields, by Dr. 8, Manning,
of the Religious Tract Society, we read :

‘‘We tried the experiment under the most
unfavorable circumstances, A very high wind
was blowing down the valle ) carrying away
the sounds from us. Neither of the readers
had powerful voices, And yet, not only could we
who remained in the valley hear them, but they
heard one another with sufficient distinctness
to read alternate verses, each begiuning where
the other left off,”

Such a description as this read or told to the
children will greatly increase their interest in
this lesson,

Then will come the question, * As the people
listened, what did they hear?” Let some of
the blessings and curses be read and explained,
adapting them to the circumstances of child-life
in the present day. And then an impressive
application may be worked out to close with by
referring to the still vaster multitude that will

be divided into two portions and set on opposite
sides of Christ's Jjudgment-seat at the great day,
when to one side will be addressed the words,
*“ Come, ye blessed,” and to the other, “Depart,
ye cursed.”

For Senior Scholars,
1. TueMES ror BisLg Reapings,

L. The Valley of Shechem. Gen. 12, 6, 7;
33. 18 19; 37. 12; Josh. 24 32,

2. The Assembled Multitudes, Deut. 27, 11;
Josh, 24, 1; Jud_es 9, 7, 81 ; John 4. 5, 40,

3. The Line of Division. Eeccles. 8. 12, 13;
Mal. 3. 18 ; Matt, 3. 12; 25. 32, 46,

4. The Blessings of the Law, Deut. 28, 1.8 ;
Psa. 1. 1-3; Matt. 5. 3:12; Rev. 19, 9; 22 14,

5. The Cursings of the Law. Deut. 27. 14.25 3
Pea. 1. 4, 5; Gal. 3, 10; 1 Cor. 15, 22 ; Matt,
25. 41.

6. The Place of the * Little
26, 27 ; 13. 14 ; Deut. 31. 12;
Matt. 19, 14.

7. The Important Choice. Exod, 22, 26 ; Josh,

Ones.” Exod, 12,
2 Tim. 3. 14, 15;

) 24, 15; Prov. 1. 29; Luke 10, 4 %

IL.—SEED-THOUGHTS,

L In the first attack, what was the cause of
Tsrael's defeat before Ai?
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2. How was that stain blotted out?

3. Who ordered and who executed the second
and the successful assault ?

4, If God promised to deliver Ai to Joshua,
why were necessary so much wisdom and stra-
tagem ?

5. What followed the unsuccessful and the
successiul attacks?

6. Was this altar built on account of this
victory, or in consideration of their arrival in
the land? (See Deut. 27.)

7. What Law was here rehearsed? (See
Deut. 27, 14, 15, 16.)

8. For whose special benefit was it engraven ?

9. What renders this event so very impressive
and solemn ?

10. To what were all the people to say,
Amen? (Deut. 27, 16, 18.)

11. What does this curscand blessing repre-
gent in God’s whole economy ?

12. How should God be recognized in the is-
sue of all great events, both good aud bad ?

111, —DOCTRINE,

“ The Free Agency of Man.” Gen, 2. 16, 17 ;
Ezek. 18. 23, 31, 32; Isa. 55. 1; John 5. 40;
3. 19.

The Primary Class.

There were two in the Promised
Land by the names of Ebal and Gerizim. [Show
their location on the map, especially in rela-
tion to the place where the Israclites crossed
the Jordan.] Moses before he died had com-
manded three things in reference to these
mountains : 1. The people were to set up great
stones, plastered over, and having written on
them the words of God's law. [The teacher
may read Deut. 27. 2.4, 8.] 2. They were to
build on the same mountain a stone altar, and
offer sacrifices upon it to the Lord. [Read Deut,
27. 57.] 8. Six of the twelve tribes were to
stand on Ebal, and the six others on Gerizim,
opposite each other ; those on Ebal to say curses
against wickedness, and those on Gerizim to
say blessings on right-doing. [Read Deut. 11.
20; 27. 12, 13] Moses, you remember, died,
aud Joshua took his place.  He did not forget
what Moses had commanded, and now that the
people had safely got into the Promised Land,
he gathered the tribes upon these two moun-
tains, built the altar, wrote on the plastered
stones, and had the curses and the blessings
said. How awful it must have sounded when
the curses were said and all the people on

Mount Ebal eaid, *‘ Amen.” [Read two or
three of theses curses, as found in Deut. 27,
The one in she 16th verse may be especially
dwelt upon for a moment ortwo.] Then how
pleasant to think of God's blessing resting on
those who should keep His holy luw.  [Read
Deut. 28. 1-6.]

After all $his was done Joshua himself read
the law in she presence of all the people. |Here
let the Golden Text be repeated by the class.]

The people at that time had not as much of
God's word as we now have, but they had the
Ten Commandments [do you all know these?]
and other laws which told them what to do
and what not to do. They were expected to
know these laws and to keep them. We ought
to learn all about God's laws, and try, by his
help, to keep them. The Israclites would not
soon forget the solemn scene on the two moun-
tains and in the valley between. The children
who were there could not forget it ; and besides,
God’s people were commanded to teach these
laws unto their children. [Read Deut. 6. 6, 7.]
Let us now recite the great law of God, as con-
tained in the Ten Commandments. [Let the
class rise and repeat the Ten Commandments
after the teacher, and at the close all reverently
bow their heads and say, *‘Lord, have mercy
upon us, and wiite all these Thy laws in our
hearts, we besee. h Thee, and incline our hearts
to keep them.”]  But suppose we break these
laws, what then? Shall we be cursed? How
can we escape the curses that were said against
all who break God’s law? Did you ever hear
of any one who was ‘“‘made a curse for us?”
Whois he? [Let the class recite Gal. 3. 13.]
How can we be saved through Christ? Can
little children believe in him ?

WHISPER-SONG.

Teach me, gracious Lord,
All thy way,

And thy blessed word
To obey.

SUNDAY, FEBRURAY 21, 1875

LESSON VIII,—CALEB'S INHERITANCE, —Jogh,
14, 6-15.,

Berean Notes,
1. GENERAL STATEMENT,
After the choice at Ebal and Gerizim, Terael

finds more fighting to be done.  Read Joshua,
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chapters 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13, to find how the
Canaanites opposed Israel, and how Joshua de-
feated them, both in the south country and in
the north.  The sword of the conqueror went
glittering and smiting through the land, Now
the people of God begin to take possession of
Canaan.  They have conquered and now they
occupy it.  Among the rest comes good, faith-
ful Caleb—an old saint—who had given saintly
service,” and who having chosen aright is now
blessed. Our Toric therefore calls us to study
“saintly service and its reward,” while our
GoLpEN TEXT gives the promise of Jesus Christ
tous: ‘“If any man serve me, him will my
Father honour. " This opens the lesson in a simple
Ovruse : 1. SERVICE; 2. PROMISE; 3,
HONOUR ; and suggests very naturally as a
DoctrINE :  Entire consecration,

iL—Nores, ILLUSTRATIONS, AND Lrssoxs,

CHILDREN OF JUDAH accompanying Ca-
leb to indorse his request because, (1) As an
official appointed to divide the land he did not
wish to hold private conference with Joshua
for his own welfare; (2) As he was probably
of Edomitish origin and not an original Isracl-
ite, he wanted the people's recognition ; (3)
They all honoured Caleb, and therefore second-
ed his proper request. GILGAL. Not the
Gilgal by Jordan, but the one among the moun-
tains. Now probably Jiljilieh, fifteen miles
north of Jerusalem, seven north and west of
Ai, and fourteen south of Gerizim. Command-
ing a magnificent and extended prospect, Pos-
sibly the head-quarters of the ark till removed
to Shiloh. THOU KNOWEST, 5. 6. Two
old men with a pleasant memory of a mission
forty-five years before—a memory that had
grown sweeter with every passing year. (1)
True service and a true spirit vemain in the soul
@ perpetual delight.  Happy old man who can
look back on such a past as Caleb’s ! FORTY,
Caleb was about thirty-eight at the Exodus,
forty at the sending of the spies, seventy-
eight at the entrance into Canaan, and at
this time eighty-five. IN MINE HEART.
He went to ESPY, and brought baek the view
his faith had given. (2) We see with owr hearts.
The heart of unbelief saw peril. The heart
of faith in Caleb and Joshua saw vic
tory and possession. I WHOLLY FOLLOWED
THE LORD. This declaration not improper
in Caleb. He did. The Lord said so. He
kvew it.  He acknowledged it to God's glory.
See Acts 23, 1.

“““Wholly followed.” Hebrew, ‘I ful-
filled after the Lord.’ A metaphor taken
from a ship under sail carried strongly with
the wind, as if it feared ncither rocks nor
sands.”— Trapp.

Caleb did not “halt between two opinions.”
He did mnot try to *‘serve two masters.” He
decided and acted. He * conferred not with
fleshand blood.” This spirit was the secret of his
whole life. (3) Entire devotion destroys fear and
gives patience and industry, (4) Entire devo
tion keeps a man young and strong, v. 11. Holy
men mever grow old. (5) Entire devotion gives
Joree and value to God's promises, v. 9. (6) En-
tire devetion does mot seek release from struggle
and toil, Caleb asked for Hebron because it
was a hard place, Its *‘cities great and fenced,”
and he belicved that, under God, he could
““drive the army out.” v. 12. (7) Entire devo-
tion gives faith for the future, v. 12. HE-
BRON. A beantiful city in the plain of Mamre,
Precious associations. Consult Gen, 23. 2, 19;
Judges 1. 10. Tt is now called El-Khali (the
friend.) Population nearly 8,000. A delightful
place, old, oriental, fertile

English Teacher's Notes.

The words of Prov. 16. 81, ‘ The hoary head
is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way
of righteousness,” will always meet with ready
assent among children. Put before a boy a pic-
ture of an «ld man, full of grace and wisdom,
‘“ready to depart and be with Christ,” and he
will apireciate it unreservedly, There are few
young folk who are ever touched by the claims
of religion at all who do not sometimes imagine
that this picture represents what they will be
in their ¢1d age. They wish to enjoy life for
the present, and have their fill of its pleasures ;
but they have no idea of dying without first re-
penting, and (of course) there's plenty of time
for that. They would not, indeed, say anything
8o foolish ; they scarcely realize that they even
think it; but it is the unconscious govern-
ing sentiment nevertheless,

Now in this narrative wesee a godly old man's
reward. Tt is a touching picture.  There are
but two o'd men in the whole Hebrew nation ;
not one who was of aze when they left Egypt ex-
cept these two, They arethe leaders Joshua
and Caleb ; and here we sece the one giving to
the other the very city which, forty.five years
ago, they twohad reconnoitered with the otherten
spies, when they two alone believed iu the power
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of God to give it to Israel. And many a Sun-
day scholar who gets interested in the picture
will have a womentary impulse in his heart
that will make him say within himself, *I, too,
will be a Caleb. In my old age what a happy
Christian I will be !”

Ah ! but when did Caleb begin to serve God ?
We are not told exactly, but we know that
forty-five years before this, when he was yet a
young man in Oriental estimation, he was nct
afraid to stand all but alone amid faithless com-
panions and an enraged crowd ready to st ne him,
And what we must make this lesson ray to our
scholars is—Caleb's reward was not for a godly
old age, but for a godly long life, or rat'ier, for
a godly life as long as it pleased God to continue
it ; for however short it might be, the q estion
was, Did he employ the time he had in God's
service? Even if we admit that our last days
should be particularly devoted to him, when are
our last days ? Perhaps now / Tt may be that the
boy of ten or twelve may be old in relation to the
alotted space of his earthly life : that is, he may
have lived through four-fifths or five-sixths of
it ; his ‘‘eleventh hour” may be now pas<ing.

Looking at Caleb’s history in another lizht, we
may say that the length of his life, his reward
in the gift to him of Hebron, and his gond
name which has been handed down from gener-
ation to generation, were all the result of one
day's fai‘hfuiness. Had he joined the faithless
spies—nay, had he held his peace and said no-
thing—he would have died in the wilderness,
have never possessed a foot of Canaan, have
been as 1ttle to us as Shammua, or Igal, or
Palti, his comrades in the searching of the land,
(See Num. 13.) In like manner, when a sudden

temptation comes upon us—say to fall in with |

other men’s deprecatory remarks on the pros-
pects of a religious life, (and this is a common
temptation, in varions forms, to piously dis.
posed boys and girls)—then let us reflect, 7%is
maybe the turning point of my destiny : on my
words or acts now depend the whole course of
my future life, yes, and my place in eternity!
As Doddridge sings :—

““Since on this winged hour
Eternity is hung,

‘Waken by Thy almighty power
The aged and the young !"

There is another fact about Caleb which may
give us a further application. It is probable
that he was not an Israclite, (a) He is called

‘““the Kenezite,” or *“‘son of Kenaz.” (Num.
32, 12 Josh, 14, 6, 14.) (b) His relative, Oth-
niel, is also called “son of Kenaz” (Josh. 15.
17.) [Of course ““son” may, and oficn does
mean ‘‘descendant.”] (¢) Observe the expres-
sion in Josh. 15, 13: *“Unto Caleb he gave a
part among the children of Judah,” (as though he
were not actually one of them.) (d) Observe
also that in Josh. 14. 14 it is significantly men-
tioned that he *followed the Lord God of
Inrael.”  Probably he was a foreigner by birth,
but a proselyte incorporated into the tribe of
Judah, and, perhaps, united with it by marriage.
It is not possible here to notice all the arguments
pro and con, but if the view be a correct one,
how striking the analogy to ourselves! We are
by nature ““children of wrath,” aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenauts of promise.” (Eph. 2. 3, 12.) But
God has adopted us into h's family ; weare * no
more strangers and foreigners.”  What a motive
then, like Caleb, to *follow the Lord fully !”

For Senior Scholars.
1. Seep-THovGHTS,

L. What was the scope and spirit of the
promise here referred to?  (See Num. 14, 24.)

2, How did Caleb understand that promise ?

3. What does he mewn by saying. 7 wholly
Jollowed the Lord my God ?

4. Does this record which he makes of him-
self agree with God's record of him?  (See as
above,)

6. In what particwlars does Caleb recognize
God in his personal affairs?

6. What does he mean in saying, Even so is
my strength now for war ? ete,

7 What was the promised and final reward
(on earth) of Caleb as a faithful spy ?

8. On what ground is he vindicated against
offivial fraud as one of the commissioners to
divide the land?

9. What human means had Joshua of know-
ing the justice of Caleb’s claim to Hebron ?

10. If, as is supposed, the sons of Anak were
still in this mountain, unconquered, what does
that show of Caleb?

11. What is the lesson here taught of marked
and singular—though unappreciated—piety ?

12, What may those expect in the end, who
for the right endure slander, envy, jealousy,
and, like him, personal violence? (See Num.,
14. 10.)
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2. DocrriNE.

Eutire Cons-cration: Rom. 12 1, 2; Col. 3.
2; Matt. 5. 8, 48; 1 Cor. 15. 58; 10. 31;
Psa. 119. 1.

The Primary Class.

More than forty years before the time of this
lesson Moses—do you remember who he was—
had come with the people of God across the
desert to the very edge of the land of Promise.
He sent twelve men to spy out the land. They
went, and came back bringing figs and grapes.
Ten of the twelve were afraid because of the
giants who lived there, but two were not afraid.
Do you know their names? One was J shua,
and the other was Culsh.  You have heard
about Joshua in several of these lessons, Now
you have the other one mentioned.
two old friends meeting.  What is this one’s
name! What was his father'sname? How old
was he when Moses sent him to spy out the
lanl?  How oldy when he had this talk with
Joshua?  How many years do you make in
ascore? How many in fourscore? H w many
do you add to these to make out his age ? Then
he was eighty-five y ars old—a good old age.
Do you know any one as old as that? Such
old people are usually very feeble, but this old
man was strong.  What does he say about his
strength ? [Repeat the first part of the eleventh |
verse.] What does he say that Moses had
promised him? Now that the lanlis tob-
divided among the :eopl, he wants this for his
share. " What do you know about the moun-
tain” which Caleb chose? Here let the
teacher give a brief description of Hebron, |
pointing it out on the map; oldest town in{
Palestine; among the mountaing ; 2,800 feet |
bigher than the Mediterranean Sea; giants |
used to live there ; beautiful place ; Caleb had |
no doubt often thought about it since his first '
visit many years before.] ;

Here are

There are several things about Caleb that we |
ought to remember: 1. He was ohedient, That [
is, he minded what Moses told him to do. He ‘
went where he wasyent. He was a gool soldier. |
2. He was perscvering, [Explain the meaning
of thie.] He kept on trying until he
the Promised Land.

3. He was trustful. He [

believed that the giants could be conquered, and
the land taken for God's people.
followed the Lord God of lsrael,”

rewarded by having a beautiful part of the land
of Promige given to him.

Here is a text that you may all repeat: *Tf
ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat the good
of the land.” Now all repeat the Golden Text.

Caleb was honoured hecause he served God ;
80 will God honour us if we serve him. The re-
ward may sometimes seem to be a long while
in coming. [[llustrate by some of God's child-
ren who live for many years in poverty and suf-
fering.] But it is sure ; it will come at last.

The whole of Caleb's life may be put into one
word, but as it is rather a long one we must
spell it. [Here let six hoys and six girls stand up
and pronounce in turn t'e twelve letters of
CONSECRATION. Then pro-
nounce the whole word.  Or, if you can hava
the letters printed in very large capitals, about
six or eight inches high, on pasteboard of dif-
ferent colors, it will attract the eyeand help the
memory. It is well to have in the class several
entire a phabets of this sort to be used for
purposes s milar to the above,] Now that we
have spelled it we must tell what it means,
Caleb was consecrated to God in that he fol-
lowed him ““fully,” that is, he did whatever

{ God wanted him to do, and went wherever God

told him to go.  This is the way we are to do,

- i —
WHISPER-SONG. 1‘
Blessed is the lot
Of the just,
He who wavers not .
Tu his trust, |

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28.

LESSON IX.—Tue Laxvo Divipep,—Josh,
18. 1-10.

Berean Notes,

1. GRNERAL StaTEMENT,

What Caleb won through valor God gives

got into | through grace to all his people, an inherit-
ance,

According to his own appointment we
find a great committee emp'oyed (as the Torsc

“He wholly i puts it) in “ Swrveying the heritage of God's
4. He was ; peaple.”  We do not wonder that David in hLis
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day in that ‘‘glory of all lands,” or that the
Christian to-day, surveying his heritage, should
say in our GOLDEN TEXT : * The lines are fullen
wnto me in pleasant places ; yea, Ihave a goodly
heritage.” Psa. 6, 16. Our OUTLINE ingenionsly
selects its points from the Golden Text: 1.
THE PLEASANT PLACE ; 2. THE LINES OF
DIVISION ; 3. THE GOODLY HERITAGE.
The gradual occupancy of (anaan suggests the
Docrrisg of Christian progress.

1. Notes, [LLUSTRATIONS, AND LESSONS.

The inheritance for the tribes of Judah,
Ephraim, Maonassch, having been asigned, the
work of division goeson. It is urged by Joshua,
who expostulates with the people because of
their slackness.

The first verse presents a beautiful picture—
1. The place—SHILOH, now Seilun, midway
between Jerusalem and Shechem, in the ve:y
heart of Canaan, near the site of Bethel, were
God appeared to Jacob. ** Shiloh ” means REST.
Jesus called Suiow. Gen. 49 10. 2. The
multitade—THE WHOLE CONGREGATION,
A grand convocation of the multitudes of
Israel.  Aun oceasion of festivity and saciifice.
3. The TABERNACLE. The tent, the altars,
the wonderful ark of the covenant SET UP,
established, to remain three hundred years or
more in that place. 4. The state of the country
—THE LAND SUBDUED. Not all the
Caunaanites extirpated. Not all the land
occupied by the Ismelites—bit war over,
the enemies subjugated, the victors jubilant.
Glad day for Israel and for Canaan, their home,
They are, in one sense, at * rest.” Learn, (1)
Tene national grosperity tmpossible without ve-
ligious worship ; (2) The whole people should ac-
cept and appmove true veliyion ; (3) The secret of
peace and prosperity and victory is in the Di-
vine presence.  God-abiding, resting in Shiloh,
in the heart of the nation. SEVEN TRIBES.
(Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulon, Issachar, Asher,
Napitali, and Dan) not yet settled. The land
hal been gicen, but the. had not appropriated.
SLACK, slow, dilatory, indifferent, satistied
with general benefits and enjoyments. Hoping
and procrastinating.  (4) J¢ ds possible to live
wnder  Gospel light and yet not be truly en-
liyhtened,

“Alas, how many a Christian, even
while knowing that there are described in
God’s counsels great and glorious things,
conteuts himself with unreality of soul, is

satisfied with passing much of his life
without truly living in the power of the
blessings wherewith he is blessed in the
heavenly places in Christ. How hard is it
to so master the sprit as nnweariedly ‘to
&0 to possess.” The inertness of our na-
ture, its ntter inaptitude to divine things,
its contrariety of tastes and desires, its posi-
tive hatred to them, besides the exterior
world which continually ponrs its attrac-
tions at the gates of our s nses, are used
by the adversary to dwarf our growth ‘in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lond
and Saviour Jesns Corist,” and al. conduce
to our ‘slackness.”  As a sollier may in-
vigorate his companious, so may the Chris-
tian help his comrades ; and we are told to
exhort one another daily, and 8o wuch the
more as we see the day approaching. May
none be content with the assurance, *all
things are yours,” but rise up in the energy
of Gol's Spirit to tie present dwelling in
their power. ¢ How loug are ye slack to
80 to possess the land whigh the Lord God
of your fathers hath given you?'”
THREE MEN, ver. 4. Probably for each of
the seven tribes. Some think for the ten west-
ern tribes.  Out of the mouth of two or three
witness shall every word beestablished. SEVEN
PARTS. Orderly adjustment.  Sacred geosra-
phy not valueless. LOTS The divine deci-
sion to be made and to betinal. BY CITIES. The
value of cities. They determine the streng h
and quality of a nation.  (5) Let us ohserve a
true system in owr work. 1f the tive thonsand
are to be fed let them be reated in companies,
True order promotes peace. The tribes did not
quarrel over their boundary lines. (6) God gives
us proprietorship in this world—our share, lot,
portion, that we may learn to be stewanls. Di-
vision of responsibility and labor secured. (7)
What a land of delights we have as Christians to
possesss ! Fairer far than Canaan ; more fragrant
flowers, richer harvests, nobler heights, love-
lier valleys. THE LEVITES' iuheritance
really larger than all the rest, although no tribal
territory was assigned them. They enjoyed all,
(8) The Christian i: possessor of all things. Art,
nature, science, civil government—all minister
to his comfort. He is a king and prince unto
God.

Dear Teacher, possess the land. Find
thy lot and occupy it. Rejoice in the *“rest "
that SuiLon brin s, Feed on the fruits of
the heavenly Canaan,
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English Teacher's Notes,

The distribution of a treasure is an unfailing
source of interest to children. Indeed, of adults
too—considering the eagerness with which men
watch (for example) the allotment of offices
when a new administration comes into power.

But for the purpose of a Sunday-school lesson,
the dividing among a company of children of a
cake, or a basket of fruit, or a box of toys, is the
kind of illustration to use by way of introducing
to-day’s subject,

Three points in the passage for reading are
especially noteworthy, and will lead up well to
a good application :

1. The care Joshua took that the division
should be a fair one. Five tribes, indeed, were
already provided for, Reuben, Gad, and half
of Manasseh had surrendered their claims to a
share of Canaan, in ord r to take the rich pas-
turages of Gilead and Bashan. Judah, Ephraim,
and the other half of Manasseh, being the great
leading tribes—(JFudah and Joscph were spe-
cially blessed by both Jacob and Moses in their
dying words) had received separate allotments
first.  But now the rest of the land was to be
carefully surveyed, and divided into seven
equal parts by men who, not knowing to
whom each part would go, had no tempration
to partiality. Not that the parts were equal in
size, but equal after throwing into the scales the
situation, fertility, etc., of each. And then
the parts were distriiuted by lot—thus avoid-
ing jealousy, heart-burning, and suspicion,

2. But though the distribution was by lot,
it was not by chance. See Prov. 16, 33—the
‘ whole disposing” was *““of the Lord.” And
his unerring wisdom * doeth all things well.”
Issachar might have wished for Asher's coast-
line, and Asher might have coveted Issachar’s
fertile plain, (Esdraelon.) Benjamin might
have been willing to exchange their mountain
fastnesses for Simeon's wide rolling ** south
country,” and Simeon might have preferred
the safety of Benjamin in the centre of the
land to the risk of the Midianite and Amale-
kite incursions on the borders.  But as it was
each could feel, *‘It is God’s choice that we
should have this position ; let us accept it
thankfully and enjoy it contentedly,”

3. Yet the striking words of Joshua in ver,
3 show that a good deal depended on the peo-

ple themselves. They had conquer. d the greater
part of the country, but many strong cities
and some extensive districts remained in the
hands of the Canaanites, and the division could
not be complete until all had been subdued.
God said to a tribe, Here is your position ; but
if that tribe had not courage enough to take
possession, whose fault was it if it fared badly ?
The tribe of Dan is a notable instance of this,
For centuries after the Philistines occupied
almost all Dan’s portion ; even the prowess of
Samson, the one hero of this tribe, did not guc-
ceed in wholly expelling them ; the Danites in
despair migrated to the far north, (Judges 18,)
and it was not till David’s time that the Phil-
istines were really subdued.  But even J udah,
in all her sroud supremacy, failed to occapy all
her position,  The very city destined by and
by to be the capital of the kingdom remaived a
heathen city until David took it. Compare
Jush. 15. 63, with 2 Sam. 5. 6-10.

Now what has all this to do with ns?

First look at the subject in connection with
our temporal concerns,  We habitually call our
e.rthly position our ““Zot;” and the word is
often used to express the idea of mere chance
or blind fate. ** It's my lot to have this 7 “It's
my lot never to get that;” and so on. But
mark—this feeling by no means stops murmur-
ing; on the contrary, ““a hard lot " (or what is
thought to be so—often very unjus:ly) is a con-
stant cause of discontent. What is the remedy ?
Faith in God ; a chil I-like reliance on a Father's
unfailing and unerring love. *It is the Lord :
let him do what seemeth to him good.” **The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ;
blissed be the name of the Lord.” *Not my
will, but thine be done.” The secret of happiness
is to sec the best and to make the best of every
thing ; to use the Golden Text—** Yea, I have a
goodly heritage "—whatever our circumstances ;
like the poor old woman in Manchester, who
was found dying alone in a garret, and said,
“I'm so happy ; the Lord’s so good to me 1"

And observe : much, after all, depends on
ourselves, God gives us opportunities of ** get-
ting on in life,” and it's our fault if we neglect
them.  Even in temporal things men are often
*“too slack ” to take what God puts in their
way—not, indeed, *‘slack " to get money—very
few are that—but to take the best means of se-
curing earthly happiness,

Then, secondly, as to spiritual concerns. We
have our * lots ;”” we have not all exactly equal
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portions of grace and blessing ; but here em-
phatically is it true that we might all have
much more. God waits to be gracions. Why
are we so ‘“‘slack ¥ *“Open thy mouth wide,
and T will fill it.”

Contentedness with our earthly blessings
~—insatiable covetousness for spiritual blessings
~~these are the two things to urge upon our
scholars,

For Senior Scholars,
1. Tuemes ¥or BisLe REapiNes,

1. The Land of Canaan. Gen. 11. 31; 12
5; 17.8; 31.18; Num. 14. 6-8; Josh 5. 12,

2. The Numes of Canaan, Gen. 11. 31 ; Exod.
16. 14; Matt. 2. 20-21 ; Gen. 40. 15; Isa 26.
1; Zech 2

3. T'he Products of Camaan, Deut. 8. 7-9; 11.
10; Exod. 3. 8. Num. 13. 23, 27.

4. The Praises of Canaan, Deut. 11, 11, 12;
Num, 14. 7; Isa. 8. 8; Dan. 8. 9; 11. 16;
Hosea 9. 3.

5. The Conquest of Canaan. Gen. 15. 18;
Exod. 23. 23; Lev. 18. 25; Deut. 18. 12;
Josh. 18. 1.

6. Longings for Canaan. Deunt. 3. 25 : Heb.
11. 14-16. 13. 14; Gal. 4. 24.26,

7. The Heavenly Canaan. Hzh. 12, 22 ; Rev.
2]. 10; 14. 5; 1 Pet. 1-4; 2 Pet. 3. 13-14.

2. SgEp-THOUGHTS.

1. After the removal from Gilgal to Shiloh,
what was first done ?

2. For what reasons should devotion precede
business !

3. How was the land subdued before them ?

4. What habits of the people for forty or fifty
years made them reluctant to take up and pos-
sess the land ?

5. What superinduces slackness with us to
take possession of our proffered inheritance ?

6. Why was it proper that the Levites
should have no land possessions ?

7. What inheritance had they in place of
land ?

8. Why was the division made according to
lot?

9. How far may we consider our situations in
life providential allotments ?

10. How far may we interpret such allot-
ments ?

1L Does Providence provide homes and
lands for us without religious facilities ?

12. Isit Gud’s order to confer either temporal

or spiritual good on us without some sacrifice
on our part ?

13. What is the grand condition of our pos-
sessing all the goodly land God has promised
us? (Num. 14. 7, 8.)

3. DocrriNE.

“ Christian progress.” Job. 17. 9; Prov. 4,
8;2Cur. 3. 18; 1 Thess. 4. 1; 2 Pet. 1. 5.8,

The Primary Class.

There are many things about this lesson
beyond the comprehension of a class of little
children ; still they may obtain a general idea
of the subject. Have a mapof Palestine, or
prepare an outline map on the blackboard, and
fill in with the places to which you wish to
refer. Begin by noticing the journey of Abra-
ham from Haran to Canaan, many years before
the time of this lesson, and the promise which
God then gave to him that his seed should one

day possess this land. See Gen. 12, 7. Hence
it was called the * Land of Promise.” Give a

brief general description of it, as a beautiful
and fruitful land.  Briefly refer to the history
of Abraham and his descendants from the time
of the promise until the conquest of the land,
getting as much as you can on the subject from
the class by questioning them,

Next refer to the oceupation of the land by
the people after they crossed the river and
conquered some of the Canaanites. Ask what
the tabernacle was, and show Shiloh on the
map.  This, then, became the central place of
the whole land. Some of the twelve tribes had
already received their part of the land, but
seven tribes had not yet been located. This is
the subject of the present lesson. Explain the
meaning of casting lots,  As this was done by
(od's command the resnlt was taken as in accord-
ance with his will. Tell wio the Luvites were,
and why they had no special dwelling-place in
the land.

So much for the facts of the lesson. Now
for the application : Have Christians any Land
of Promise? [Read Heb. 11. 13.16]. Who has
promised it to them ? What is it called ? Can
we get there without trouble? Must we fight
in order to get there, justas these Israelites
fought in order to get to Canaan! [Be careful

lest some child give too literal an interpreta-
tion to this fighting. Hence the next question,
which may be amplified according to circum-
‘What must we fight?

stances. ] Who will
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help us if we try to get to this Promised Land ?
What does the Bible say about it? [Let the
following quotations be given in answer to this
question  If you have opportunity during the
week to write them out and give them to dif-
ferent scholars to be learned, it will add very
much to the interest of the recitation. Let one
after another rise and recite until all the quo-
tations have been given. Others may be pre-
pared by the teacher if thought best. We give
merely the Scripture reference in order to leave
room. ]

(1) John 14. 2; (2) John 14. 3; (3) Psa. 16
7; (4) Luke 12. 32; (5) Matt. 6. 20; (6) 2
Cor. 5. 1; (7) Heb. 4. 9; (8) Col. 3. 4; (9)
John 3. 2; (10) 2 Pet. 3. 13; (11) Rom. 8. 18;
(12) Rev. 7. 14 Close by singing the hymn be-
ginning,

“There is a land of pure delight.”

BY LUCY J. RIDER.

Note. Tt may be well to have a somewhat ac-
curate outline map prepared beforehand on the
board, unless the teacher is an adept in draw-
iug.

L. Review, Call from class the facts of Caleb's
history.  Strong old man—had been faithful
when others failed—inheritance

IL The Situation. The twelve divisions in
Israel.  People in this country are divided ac-
cording to the Provinces they live in. These
people were divided into tribes, called after the
men from whom they were descended. (Tllus-
trate by means of a large well-known family in
your vicinity, if possible,) All these brother-
tribes made the great nation of Israclites, the
same as all our Provinces make the great Do-
minion of Canada.

It was eight years since the Israclites first
crossed the river Jordan here, (locate by a
chalk-mark across the river,) and encamped at
Gilgal, (locate.) What does Gilgal mean ¢! How
many years before was it? Almost all these
eight ycars Gilgal had been their head-quarters,
(Explain.) Ark was there—army started out
from that place on its excursions aguinst the
wicked Canaanites. Land and people subdued
—walled cities almost all taken, and five of the
tribes had gone to live in five different parts of
the land--three over here on this side of the
river, (locate on board,) another north of ( rlgal,
and another just south.  How many were
left?  These seven tribes had stayed at Gilgal,
and been kept and helped by the Lord so long

that they dreaded to start out to nake homes
for themselves.  Had grown careless and lazy,
perhaps.  But the Lord only helps those who
help themselves. He had helped the Traelites
to conquer the land, and now he wanted them to
scatter over it and get their own living,

L The Surveyors. Joshua called the people
together in a new place—Shiloh. (Locate
class repeat the name.) Told the people to se-
lect three men from each tribe—how many in
all? Sent them out to go through the land,
look it all over, and divide it into seven parts,
one for each tribe.

IV. The Goodly Heritage. Fach tribe had its
own land—every family its own home—every
man, woman and child was provided for: No
more wandering in the wilderness, no more
fighting Canaanites, no more living in poor
worn-out tents—home.

V. dpplication. Who are the Lord's people
now? “Christians.” (Write or print on hoard,
if your classcan read, *‘Israclites—( ‘hristians,”)
Any children amoug [sraclites ¢ Among Chris-
tians ? Name of their beautiful land? Name
of ours? (Write  Canaan—Heavin.”) What
did they fight to gain their land?  What must
we fight ? (Write ** Canaanites—sins,”)

Room and home for all after they had con-
quered—room for all, even smallest child, in
heaven. Home—p-ace—happiness—safety. How
many of you are fighting against sin—trying
to obtain that land ?

|

WHISPER-SONG,

Hark ! the glad refrain
“ Home at last,”
Wandering, toil, and pain,
All ure past,

Second Monthly Review.

L Persms: J. A, L-G. I, Z. M. E.
L. Ju, Ju. Ar. G. R. M.

2. Places: B. A. E. G, K-b, H. K-a, Sh. Jo.

3. Date: 1451 ; 1444,

4. Titles: (1)A. S, 2)E. G. (3)C. 1. (4) L. D,

5. Topics : in of covetousness, ete,
! Snlcmn choice between, ete.

0. Ju.

aintly service and, ete,
urveying the heritage, ete,

6. Golden Texts: (1) * Take heed ;” (2) “ Life
and death ;" (3) *“Serve me ;" (4) * The lines,”

7. Outlines : Con, Pun | Alt. Serv. |8, P,
H. | PL Li. Good.

8. Doctrines : (1) Judgment ; (2) Free agency ;
(3) Consecration ; (4) Progress,




Bevean Tesson Teal,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD YEAR—1875—FEBRUARY,

FIRST QUARTER: LESSONS IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY.

SaseatH, February 7th—LESSON VI : Achan’s Sin.—Joshua vii, 19-26,

Leader. 19 And Joshua snid unto Achan,
my won, give. pray thee, Glory to the Lord
G‘od of lUsracl, and make coufession unto

m g

School, And tell me now what thou hast
doae : hide it not from me.

I Achiam Auswered Joshona, and
said, Indecd 1 have sinned against the Lord
God of Kurael, nnd thus and thus have I done:

% 21 When § uaw nmong the spoils n goodly |
Rabylouish garvment, and two hundred she- |
kels of wilver, nand a wedge of gold of fifly |

ight, then § coveted them, and
d behold, they are hid in the
¥ midst of the tent, and the silver
under i,

. 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they
ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in
his tent, and the silver under it.

8. 23 And they took them out of the midst
of the tent and brouglt them unto Joshua, and

HOME READINGS.—M. Josh. vii. 1-15,

unto all the children of Israel, and laid them
out before the Lord.

L. 24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him,
took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and
the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his
sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that
he had : and they })roughb them unto the valley

of Achor.
Why hast thou trou.
uble thee this day.
with stones, and
y after they had stoned

all Israel ston

buracd them with
them with stones.

L. 26 And they raised over him a great hea
of stones unto this day. So the Lord turni
from the fierceness of his anger.

s, Wherefore the name of that place was
called, The valley of Achor unto this day.

Tu. Josh, vii. 16-26, W, Josh. viii, 1-29,

Th. Num. xiv, 11-25, F. Acts v. 1-11. 8. 1 Sam. xv. 10-23. 8. Psa. 139,
TOPIC: Siy oF COVETOUSNESS AND IS CONSEQUENCES,
GOLDEN TEXT: TAKE HEED, AND BEWARE OF COVETOUsNesS, Luke xii. 15,

OUTLINE: 1. Tue SiNn CoNressED, v. 19-23; Ezra, x. 11 ; Isa. lix. 2.
2. Tur Six¥ PuNisuep, v. 24-26 ; Num. xxxii. 23 ; Exod. xxxiv. 7,

QUENTIONN, ete.

Give some account of Israel's defeat at Ai.
v. 2-5,

Also of Joshua's appeal to the Lord, v. 6-9;
and of the Lord’s answer to Joshua, v, 10-15.

Who was the guilty man, and how was he
found out? v, 16-18.

Repeat the Trrug, Toric, GoLpes Texrt, and
OUTLINE.

. The sin confessed, v. 19-23,

What fatherly appeal did Joshua make to
Achan ! v. 19.

Against whom did Achan confess he had
sinned ? v. 20.

‘What had he done ? v, 21,

‘What sin did Achan commit in his heart be-
fore he actually took the goods?

How did Joshua prove his confession to be
true ? v. 22, 23,

For what reasons did Achan hide these trea- | nl:.; """"

sures !
(Recite Luke xii, 2,)

2. The sin punished, v. 24-26.

How was Achan punished ? v. 15, 24, 25,

What other persons suffered for his sin ?

Does every sin do injury to others besides the
sinner ?

Why should God punish sin so terribly ?

Why did they raise a heap of stones over
Achan's bmf;r? v. 26.

Why did the Lord then turn from ¢ the
fierceness of his anger ?”

By whose death is the Lord’s anger now
turned from us ?

[Recite 2 Cor. v. 18 ; 1 Per. ii. 24.]

Where do we learn in this lesson—

1. That sin begins in the heart ?

2. That sin damages the sinner and all
about him ¢

3. That God hates and punishes nll sin?
leads into sine

DoctrINE : The general judgment.

copy of
the pre

¥, 33
oflicers

H(
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LESSON HYMN.

My =oul, be on thy guard ;

Ten thousand foes arise ;

The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies,

O watch, and fight, and pray ;
The battle neer give o'er;

Renew it boldly every day,
And help divine implore.

QUENTION AND ANSWER.

22, What does the Bible say concerning the con~
conduct of parents and children ?

Ephesiuns vi. 4. Fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath ; but bring them up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord,

Ephesions vi. 1. Chlldren, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right.

What concerning the conduct of wmasters and
servants ?

1 Peter ii, 18, Servants, be subject to your masters
with all fear ; not only to the good aud gentle, but also
to the froward, |8ee Colussians iv, 1.|

SappATH, February 14th.—LESSON VII: Ebal and Gerizim—Joshua viii. 3035,

Leader. 30 Then Joshua built an altar unto
the Lord God of Israel in Mount Ebal.
School. 31 As Moses the servant of the Lord

the 'ark and on that side before the pricus
the Levites, which bare the ark of the coves

commanded the children of Israel, as it is writ-
ten in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of
whole stones, over which no man hath lifted up
any iron ;

L. And they offered thercon burnt-off.rings
unto the Lord, and sacrificed peace-offerings.

s, 32 And he wrote there upon the stones a
copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in
the presence of the children of Israel.

. 33 And all §sracl, aud their elders, and
officers, and their judges, stoosdl on this side

HOME READINGS.— M. Josh. viii. 30-35, 7'

Th. Acts viii. 26-40. F.

Luke iv. 16-32
TOPIC: SorLemMN CHOICE BETWEEN LIFE A)

nant of the Lord, as well the stranger as he
that was born ameng them :

N, Half of them over ngninst mount (Rerie

[ zim, and balf of them over ngy t mount

Ebal ; as Mones the serv: of the Lovd hud

cominanded before, that they whouid bless the
people of Isrnel,

L. 34 And afterwards he read ali the words
of the law, the blesvingy nnd cursings, necords
| :nu 1o all that is writien in the boek of the

aw,

l M, 35 There was not a word of ali that
Mosen ¢ Yy, which Joxl
before all the congregntion of
women, and the littie ones, an
| that were conversant among th

srnugers
T'w. Deut. xxvii, 1.13,
A, John iv, 5-26,
ND DEearh,

W. Deut. xxvi

58-G8,
8. Johniy, 2 3

GOLDEN TEXT: | HAVE SET BEFORE YOU LIFE AND DEATH, BLESSING AND CURSING,

Deut. xxx. 19,

OUTLINE: 1. THE ALTAR ERECTED THERE, v, 30-32; Exod. xx. 25 ; Deut. xxvii,

2. THE SERVICE OBSERVED TH

ERE, V. 35 ; Deut. xxxi, 12; Neh,

QUESTIONN, ete,
Repeat the TrrLe.
What were Ebal and Gerizim ?

[ANS. They are mountains in the province of
Samaria. The valley between them is nar-
row, Ebal being on its novth side, and
Gerizim on its south.]

Recite OvrLiNg, GoLpex Text, and Torrc,

1. The altar built there, v. 30-32.
By whom, and to whom was the altar built ?
v. 30, 31.
Compare v, 30-32 with Dut. xxvii, 1-8, and
name scven points in which Moses was
obeyed,

2. The service observed there, v. 33-35,

Give some account of the service of * burnt.
offerings” and *‘ peace-offerings” named
in v. 31

In the special scrvice named in v. 33-35 what
persons were present ?

Compare these verses with Dent. xxvii. 11-13,
and give an exact account of how the
people stood.

Of what exercises did this service consist ?

Read Deut. xxvii. 14. 15, ete., and give an
exact account of how the service went on.

What reason for this service is given in our
GoLpeN Texr?

[Recite Jony iii. 36.]

Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. Who should come to Sunday-school ?
2. What services should be held there 2

3. That every body must choose between
life and death,

DoctrINg : The free agency of man,

LESSON mYMN,

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed ior me,

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,

O Lamb of God, I come ! I come!

Just as T am, and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To thee whose blood can cleanse’ each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come! | come !

QUESTION AND ANSwW

22, What does the Bible say eon
obedience to magistrates and governors ¢

Romans xiii 1. Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God.

1 Peter Honor all men; love the brotherhood ;
Fear God ; honor the king.

It contains precepts as to our conduct to
ministers of the Gospel,

Hebrews xiii. 17, Obey them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves ; for they watch for your souls,

.

ruing onr

What solemn choice is set before each of us?

8s they that must give account,
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Sanpary, February 215t —~LESSON VIII: Caleb's Inheritance.—Josh. xiv. 6-15.

Leader. 6 Then the children of Judah came  in the wilderness : and now, lo, K am this day
unto Joshua in Gilgal ; and Caleb the son of A fourscoreand five years old.
Jephunieh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou | . 11 Ax yet I am as strox
knowest the thing that the Lord said unto Moses i:'“':':'h‘::’ it
the man of God concerning me and thee in| both 1o go out, nnd to come in.
l“"l%h'““r"cf" 1 L. 12 Now therefore give me this mountain,
Nchool. 7 Forty years old was I when Moses | ) &0 0f the Lord spake m that day ; for thou
the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh- | poacioet in that day how the Anakim were
Barnea to espy out the land ; and Ibrought him | there and that the cities were great and fenced :
word again as 1t was in mine heart. | if so be the Lord will be with me, then 1 shall
L. 8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up | be able to drive them out, as the Lord said.
with me ! 1:L-tm- heart of the lb(:,nplc melt; Imt} ®. 13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto
I wholly followed the Lord my God. | Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an
S, 9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, | inheritance.

Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden Lol el thovitare. bosaing tie hikests

shall be thine iuheritance, and thy children’s | r ‘b the son of Jephunnch the Kene
forever, because thou hast wholly followed the in day 3 beeanse that he wholly
Lord my God. T he Lord God of Ssrnel,

ow, behold, the N, 15 And the name of EXchron before was
aid, these fort fiv tuy | B rba: which Arba was o great man
nce the Lord spake this word unto ameong the Anakim: And the lnnd had rest
Moxes, while the children of isrnel wandered | from war,

MNOME READINGS: M. Josh. xiv. 6-15. Tw. Josh. xv. 1.20. W, Deut. i, 22.26.
Th. Heb, xi, 8-16. F. Psa. exi. 8. Rev, iii. 4-13. 8. Heb.
x. 19-39,
TOPIC : SAINTLY SERVICE AND 118 REWARD,
GOLDEN TEXT : Lr axvy Max Serve Me, nry wite my Faruer Hoxour. John xii. 26,
OUTLINE: 1. Servick v. 6-8; 1 Cor. xv. 58; Gal. vi, 9,
2. Promisk, v. 9; Num, xiv. 24; Heb, vi. 12,
3. Howoug, v, 10-15; 1 Sam. ii. 30 ; John v. 23.

QUESTIONN, ete. LESSON HIYMN- Tune Arlington,"—C.M,
1. Service, v. 6-8. A stranger in the world below,
Give TirLe and Torre, T calmly sojourn here ;
What persons, places, dates, and deeds are Hor ean ita lisppiness or woe
mentioned in verses 6-8 7 Provoke my happiness or fear.

- z Its evils in & moment end ;
What is Moses here called ?
Its joys as soon are past :

What declaration concerning himself was But 0, the bliss to which I tend
Caleb able to make ? v. 8. Eternally shall last,

2. Promise, v. 9. To that Jerusalem above,
What ! By whom? To whom ? With singing I repair ;
‘What reason did Moses give for his promise? While In tho flesh, my hops and love,
My heart andsoul are there.
3. Honor, v, 10-15, There my exalted Saviour stands,
What bit of arithmetic in v. 101 My merciful High-priest ;
What statement, request, and hope are ex- And still extends his wounded hands,
pressed in verses 11and 127 To take me to his breast.
What honor and reward did Joshua confer
on Ckial § QUESTION AND ANSWER.
What honor does Jesus promise those who | 23, 7o what end serveth the law of God?
serve him ? [GoLDEN Txr. ] The law of God serveth, in the first place, as
‘Where do we learn in this lesson— the rule of our conduct ; and in the second, to
1. That God's rewards, though long delayed, | convince us of sin, for ““by the law is the
are nevertheless sure ¢ ! ledge of sin.” (R 1ii, 20.)

2. The glory, beauty, and power of a life !
oully mlnrml;‘d . “.:‘ H po o on:;ﬂ:‘l‘n:’ :,I‘ll 23. All have sinned, and come short of the

DocrrINE : Entire consecration, Psalm xix. 12, Who can understand his errors?

1
and set
there ;

Mehoe
children
yet rece;

hath giy
. 4
ench tril
rise, and
accordin
shall con
L. b
parts : J
south, a
in their
N 6Y
seven pa

Ho

TO!
GO

ov

QUEST]
« Reci
To w
Recit

1. The
Wha

9
Whi
inl



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Savparn, February 28th.—LESSON 1X:

Leader, 1 And the whole congregation of the |
chiliren of Israel assembled together at Shiloh,
and set up the tabernacle of the congregation |
there ; and the land was subdued before them.

Mchool, 2 And there remained among the

children of Israel seven tribes, which had not

yet received their inheritance,

to the children of
ck 10 g0 10 possess

he Lord God of your fathers

L, 8 And Joshua said
| How long nre ye »
rhich 1
you ¢
™. 4 (iive out from among you three men for
each tribe : and I will send them, and they shall
rise, and go through the land, and describe it
according to the inheritance of them ; and they |
shall come again to me.

L. b And they shall divide it into seven | t

parts : Judah shall abide in their coast on the
south, and the house of Joseph shall abide |
in their coasts on the north,

M. 6 Ye shall therefore describe the land into |
seven parts, and bring the description hither to

HOME READINGS: :‘I‘ Josh. xviii.
5-26.

8. 1 Cor, 12,

Th. Heb, vi,

The Land Divided.—Josh. xviii. 1-10.

me, that T may cast lots for you here before the
Lord our God.

L. 7 But the Levites have no part among
you ; for the priesthood of the l,-m} is their in-
heritance : and Gad, and Reuben, and half the
tribe of Manasseh, have received their inheri-
tance beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses
the servant of the Lord gave them.

8. 8 And the men arose, and went away : and
Joshua charged them that went to describe the
and, saying, Go, and walk through the laud,
and describe it, and come again to me, that I
may here cast lots for you before the Lord in
Shiloh,
L. 9 And the men went and passed through
¢ land, and deseribed it by cities into seven
parts in a book, and came agnin to Joshua to
the host at Shiloh.,

N. 10 And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh

fore the Lord: and there Joshun divided the

d unto the children of Esracl according to

their divisions,

1-10. 7w, Num, xxxiii, 50-56.

F. Phil. i, 1-14,

W. Aects i.
&. Rev. xxi, 9-27.

TOPIC: SURVY.\'!NF THE HERITAGE oF Gob’s PEopPLE.
GOLDEN TEXT: THE LINES ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN PLEASANT PLACES § YEA, I HAVE

A GOODLY HERITAGE,

Psa. vi. 16,

OUTLINE t 1. Tug “ PLeAsANT PLACES ” oF CANAAK, V. 1-3; Joeliii, 18 ; Rev. xxii. 1, 2.
2, Tue “LiNgs” or DIvisioN, v. 4.9 ; Eph, ii. 14, 19,
3. Tue **GooorLy HERITAGE,” v. 10; Heb, xi, 16,

QUESTIONS, ete.
« Recite TrrLE,
To what land does it refer ?
Recite GoLpex Texr, Toric, and OUTLINE.

1. The ** pleasant places” of Canaan, v. 1-3,
What fact about *“theland” is stated in
v. 1, and what question in v, 3?
Which tribes had not yet received their
inheritance ? [See v. 11 ; and chap. xix.
1, 10, 17, 24, 32, 40.]
Why were the * places” of Canaan * pleas-
ant " to the people?
Of what pleasant places does Jesus speak
in John xiv, 2, 3?
2. The ** lines" of division, v. 4-9.
From verses 4-9 give an account of Joshua’s
plan for dividing the land,
What *“lines” does God now make among
his people? [See 1 Cor. xii, 8-11.]
3. The * goodly heritage,” v. 10,
Wlh&t ’El meant lr;'u';qheﬁtsge " and * good-
?
What was the part given each tribe in
Canaan a * goodly heritage?”
What is the * goodly heritage” of Chris-
tians ?
Who gives it, and how is it gained ?

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That God cares for all his children ¢
2. What all do net get the same blessing ¢
DocTrINE : Christian progress.

LESSON HVYMN,
God is our refuge and defence ;
In trouble our unfailing aid ;
Secure in his omnipotence,
What foe can make our souls afraid ?

Yea, though the earth’s foundations rock,
And mountains down the gulf be hug)'d,
His people smile amid the shock :
They look beyond this transient world,

QUESTION AND ANSWER.

24. Are all transgressions of the law equally
great?

All transgressions of the law are not equally
great ; for some sins in themselves, and by rea-
son of several avations, are more heinous
in the sight of God than others,

John xix. 11. He that delivered me unto thee hath
the greater sin,




RESTING AT THE CROSS.

WAL, J. SIRKPALRICK.
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1 To the cross of Christ my 8a - viour I had brought my weary wul Burden'd, faint, and
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CHORUS,

brok -en heart - ed, Pray -ing “Je - sus make me whole.” Glo-ry, glo-ry be to Je - sus,
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am count - hm all but dross; I have found a full sal - va - tion,
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I'm  rest-ing, I'm rest-ing

I'm  rest - ing at the cross; I'm rest-ing at the cross ; I'm rest - ing at the cross,
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2 At the cross. while meekly bowing, 3 At the cross, while pmstmte lymi

Jesus, smiling, bade me live : Jesus' blood flowed o’er my sou
““ T have died for your transgressions, All m, (f’ guilt and sin were covered,
Aud I freely all forgive.” Chorus, He whisper’d, ““Child be whole,’
Chorus,

4 At the cross, I'm calmly trusting,
Every moment now is sweet ;
1 nm tasting of His glory,
1 am restung at His feet. Chorus
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all hands acknowledged to be @ good Piano,”. Seethe. mwwm
new. Weahokaepudolkmayoﬁmmq h
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