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O Little Town of Bethlehemn.

0 little town, of B3ethlehem,
liow stili ws ses thee lie!

Aboy5 thy deep and dreamlessa leep
The Bilent heurs; go by.

NfOt ln thy dark streetsa hinoth
The everlasting Light;-

*The bapes and fears of aIl the yoars
Are met ln tbce to-nlght.

Fo0r Christ 18 born of Mary.
And g-athered ail above,

%Wl»)0 inrtals 8leep the angoRa kesp
Their watch of wanderIng love.

O rnorning stars, tagether
Proclairn t.he boly birth !

Andi praies sIng ta Ged the Ring.
Andi peace te meni on earth.

Fl0w eilently. bow silently,
The wondro<îs gift 18 given

1;0 God uImparts to human hearts
The blessings of bis heaven.

NJO car May hear bis cornîng,
B3ut ln this worîti of sin.

Where inecks seuls will receive hlm.
The dear Christ enters ln.

0 l-ioly Chlld o! Bethlehem,.
Descend to us we pray!

Vilst out our sin and enter lna
De barn lni us to-day.

%%r hiear the Chîristmnas angeis
Ilhc great glad ticlings tel]

0O1. corne te us. abide witlt us.
Our Lard Eminanuel !

lr!ght andi ,j*rij were LbOy up thou ext MADE ONE JOYFUL OHRISTMIAS.
morning, lookingbver ail the gooti thinga liwhlch Santa Claus biat brought thlen. A little liciwboy ROI, on the NOW York
They emptivd thoir stackings and Raid ail elevated train at Park Place and. slip.
tbe pI'esPTts In a plie Aiid a godly ping Iato one of tRie cross seats. was acon
1-ale they miade Then they procecedt ta asleep. Presently two young ladies
pick oui saine of the very nicest toys, and coule in and took sciais opposite. The
fasieneti then ta the Ilttie tree. chiid'a foot vers hare, bis clothes ragged.

Prespnlly tbeIr papa and niamma ap- anld his face looked pinched and drawn.
peareti. and aslced what they wpre doing. as If ho were bungry. lits face was
They saldt they were preparIng the troc dirty. but sccing that bis check restedi
ta take ta a new fricnd. nnd when they agnInst the hard window-sill. one of thoe
tolti about tlâcir virit of thé. day before. young ladies slipped ber naî;f under bis
you xnay be Bure their lovIng parents did hend. Au 01<1 gentleman lni the neit seat
flot abject, but were glad ta see thpir sniiled at the sct. and i vthout saying
chiltirea taking of thpir very best ta give anytihîng hcld out a quarter ta ber. with
teoane who bail no Christmas Rifts. a noti townrds the boy. She hesitatedi

Every Ycanr slnop tbey have carried a a moment. and then tock IL; as she titi Bo.

CHRISTMAS IN POVERTY ROW.
Nierry Christmnas, RaRdy." t

"The saine ta yau." replied the pale-
laced little cripple, whose eyes brlghtened
nt Sight af twa happy cbildrea who burst

IL vas Chrlstmas; Day, andi Ben Brawn
rind lits littie sister Greta hati corne ta
swlng their holiday preseat ta the ittie
lame boy.

Thre years beforo. little Harold Wilson
us becs talion dowa wlth typhoid fêyer,
nd his poor inother thaugbt she vas

going ta Rose ber dear boy. Hoveor,
the littie fellow rocovereti. andi ln time
won5 able to e ont again. One day, not
long bofore the Christmnas holîtisys, he

ioUght, ho %voul i Rlko ta go dowa te the
school ta watch Uhc boys at play. Ho
hiSd flot ben near the aid school fer
nearly twa niontbs. and lits littho heart à
was5 longing ta be back again.

Sa thls niorning the littRo lad bat
sta-rteid cff ln groat glee at the tholight
<.f iseoing the old scbool, thc teachers. anti
the boys .1gain.

When ho appoareti on the playground
lie was balleti witb delight by some ofj
lits companlons, but. I amn sorry to say.
tnOt of thein wero tea buaily en&usei i
tri their sports ta take notice af thic little
tnivalid. Soine of the boys wero plavlng
a pretty wild. game of "tag," whcn one
big, rough fcllcw i-mn aguinst Haroldi and
krloOced hlmt dowa.

Poor little fellow ! hoe vas still la a
veiT weali condition. andi wshcn picketi np
froYa the fai. It vas floi that cne o! bis
fel'ble little legs vas brokea. Ne xva.3
tel(An home as rarefuilly as possible, for
qie pain vas Intense. andi pu& ta bil
viere he hati ta reflain fli5ny weeký.
Tbe doctai' was calloti ln, and afte r a
tliorougb. examinatlon of thc Injuroti Reg.
sorrowfulRy sbook tifs hcad. anti saiti that
ho feared ittle Hlad wouult be a cripplei
f'or lite. 1 troo ta ittRe aitiy" Ration 'with rnany

It vas at the lime of bis fIrst Christmnas o! their own Christmas prescats. But
as !a lame boy, that tll andi Greta foUad 'xot anly ta the lame boy have they car-
hifn out- ThPY wero passlng by the cot- ild sunsbine an Christmas Day, but te
tage la wblcbho Ri ived. whon they heard many other poor chîltirca, anti besities
sbftrp crics, followeti by ciufl moanings. thens<'lves they have ten or twelvo corn-
xsc a cbidlapain. Pao rmtas beart panions who have bandeti wltb then to
wgs so stirroti by bcaring thes sad shedi sunshine la the bomnes of the poor 1
solafiti that she wculd nlot go os unt.1 she anti nety. For these ittlc sunshino
bhat founti wbat vas the niatter. Sa Ben n'arbore bave learne theUi gRorlous les-
stepticd up to, the door sud knocketi. son, It Is more blewect to Rive than ta
I>rCsentlYv a tiret, aixious-loolclag womnan rci
appeareti, andi beiag teucliet by thc sym-
Dathetic Jzquiîy of the chiltiren, Inviteti
theni te core in anti sc ber poor suifer- "Hark, the glati souati! tho Sairlour

'bat night the ohiltron Sot their fathor ch aes! poisdlog
to buy a RIttle Christmnas, tree, vhich TeSviuprmetlog

theY onl& arry e t.. morrow. Christ- Let every boa-rt- propane a -thnone.
ri 5 1)y. fô te liDc-bcy. -Anti evefî t'oice a $Ông"

tis rovE-RT Row.

a womnan acrass the ci.r helti out somo
pennies, anti almost before tlie young
lady roalizeti that she vas taklng a col-
lection. over>aae la the car hast given
lier sornethiag for the poor boy. She
atiteti somcthing herscît, anti quletly
aliding the money itt the pocket et lir
raggeti coat, took ber rnutf geatiy train
under bis beati without çwakiag hlm, anti
gis lag ta the passeagers who wcno ln the
secret a noti nt tbankl3, lett the car. If
the newsboy hati oser reati fairy storics
hoe doubtless thaught saine goati fairy bati
visited hlm la bis sleep whcs ho founti
the maoney la bis pockct. Weill thec
young lay vas a goond fainy, anti the bost
o! IL lo, thero are many sncb fIIttisg
ab<'ut la al! aur great cities, bringing
hapDhness te wretched boantsand Christ-
resu cheer to, bomes darkenoed by paverty.

OilRISTRIAS GIFTS AND OHEIST-
MAS GETS.

Lait day of school-baw joily Il" sald
Clifford flatte. as ho trotteti acrosa the
snewy flelde te the reti school-hctsoc
under tho bill. Little putts of vapour
foiioweti bis wards, circling abovo hlm
ln the freetiag atmoophere. - One more
day of stehool, one more day aff or that ta
finish up things. and then, hurrah S~r
Christimas ove!"

i vas much too caiti to vaate waria
breatb on the lahospitabie air. anti C01K.
ramming bis bande inta his. pockots, went
an xviti bis pleasant thoughts, keepung
bis rnouth shut.

I'vc gai ail my preseats reatiy. excett
one," ho aaid ta himselt.
I-How àawrprlr441 mnther laq goz-
Ing te lie when s smes ber
tuttifli table. She dooun't
kr.ow wbat a gocd workrnan 1
amn. Harry's siedi la a littls
beauty. though IL meeda au-
othor cent of imint. If 1 hati
Lime. and - hello, Samn. 1 al-
mont ran aver you. sonny
what do yens tuimblo untier
peopio's feot for VI

Ciliff was crossuag the mouti;
o! a fane that led ta a royr of
raLlier - dilapitiated cottages.
near the rcd school-hanse.
when ho ran Into Samn Rock.
a mntch amalier boy. Sainwans
not nearly no wvell envelopeti
ln cap and cornfort anti ait-
tens andi boots as Citi?. and to
jutige hy bis expression. he
bati not much Christmnas In
bis bories as yot.

IlWliat were you laughing
about, aIl by yourself ?I aakod
Sam..

IIWas 1 laughing ? Oh.
wan Just thinkling about
Christmas. anti huw jolly IL
woulti be."

IlWbat do 370u expeot ta
get 'l" Sam asked with an on
v ious slgh.

C et'? Oh. T' don't know.
I vrasa't thinlcing about tbat .
1 wus thln'kiag of tbe Christ-
mas glfta 1 hati locked up la
the wood-sheti for the folks at
home. and nobody knows azny
thiag about them, ; I'm a
master band at keepiag a
secret. Sreci2lly a Chrizttasi
zecret.

11 noor gs.'e anybotiy e
Christmas Rift la MY ]Ife."
said Sain soberly.

"Cee-wbiz! 'You don'L saY
noa! Wby. Samn, yen don't
know what yoti'vo raiuiet. it'
Rots of fun."

*I nover bail anything to
Rive:, saI4 the Iltte boy
bonestly. andi by this Uime
thoy wero at the achool door.

Trhe last day of schooi leal-
ways a rather bard Lime, bard
for teacher andi bard fr
sebnlar. but this vas the vzry
hardest day Cliff hat struck
for some tine. IL wasn tthe

- isa. IL vas Samn Hock o%
tousîcti rcd heati. Tbe ldea
0., bis nover bavlng bail the
pleasure cf gtving a Christinas
proscrnt ln his lite !

If thore was otily a littlo more Lime."
argueti CiI? wlth bis 801fiah. self; IIbut If
I stop to help bisa. 1 can't finish father»
present.- Thon a bottcr ceRf asereti.
way dowf l n bis heart, - li nover baît a
Christmas present to Rive la bis fle.'-

Aren't youi glati the oid selfisb self got
knockcti la the bond ?

Sani.- said CiI?. as with a Mlrhty
whoop andi roar schacl boko np, I hurry
ovet Ia iny bouse dilretly ater dinner,
anti lIlI show you bow te inake sonxctbing
rosI nice for your mother, a sure enoug-.
Chi:nstmas glft."

CRutf bot one leua prescrnt Le givo tban
ho uneant te bave, but littho Samn Hock
hatheli boat Christms 02 bis llfe.--Sab-
batb-scbool Visiter.

A.vesy Nerry Christiniii to yoo 1



PLUAS3ANT 11UM~.

Tho Song of a Shepherd BOY at
Bethlehem.

lit johr.iJiiMNY litEtui'r P.ADIiuV.
,ileelb, thon little Chilti af Mary,

itat thc naw.
'liamigis thès*îe bands bo roligh tromn

ittlmLriSig,
Andti le pi)oîigh,

Vet thîoy alui îlot aven rail tih".
IVIlei tlîo wsitllig nations hail the.
Jtrltigluig paîluw tinto (t-Ir Klig

Now 1 singý

s'lcep. thoni littîn cîil<l of Mary.
hlope divine.

f îhîou wilt but Huilce ipan nie.
1 wlll twinc

llossouli for ihîy gliriitnIg
'ilou'rt s0 littie ta be KiCng.

God's dosine
Not a lîrier

Shail bo let te grieve llîy brow.
Rc'at titre now.

sleep, thon litle Chlîlt of Maiflry,
Soume fair day,

Witt thon, ns thon ivort a brother.
Coule away

(>ver his andi Over hlîoiow
Ail the lambi will tiltanti folIgm.
I"alio-v but for love of tics.

Leveot thon nie ?

Slcep, tholt 1e Chîlt of Mary.
Reat thîce now.

I tint wntci amn camie tramn shîeep-stoad.
Anti front plaugli.

Thou wilt have distiain oi nme.
IVien thoi'rt Ilit ot royally.
Very bigli for ail ta sc

Srnllest thou ?
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Pleasant Hours:
A PAPEI? FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK<

Roy. W. I. Withrow, D.»., Editor.

TORONTO, DECIMBER 19. 1896.

0CHRISTMAS IS COMING.
1-lbtre Sa no nOoti ta study titi aimanac-

la artier to ho matie awvareofa tic tact
liant Christnas is cornîng. Evenybody
knows IL instinctiîely, for wiea a fricati
auîproaches tlîeno Sa sonîetiing ln bis
proxiity «wiicb commtinicates itsoit ta
us. anti if Fatier Christmas la nat aur
fnienti. wia la ? Besitica, there are
liants ai visible sîgns. 1s tiere not a
i<een coldnoss ln the air? ta flot tie
grotinti covereti with snow ? Han not
evcrybody botîgit a 110w pair af skates,
or dulsteti tî o ah nes ? anti la not the
trozon surface ai every pondt as gay as n
falr ? Anti tien oiîly to pans throngb
tue streets le ta see the preparntians for
Christmnas. Ara not tic shorts lîke pie-
titres ? la ticem not plcnty of gooti fane
for tie persan or thue mind. fan tic bonne
or tic housecolti'> Appîca anti anti-
nilcassars. brei anti books. cheeso anti
oiîtirci-tntistc. dais anti dresses. ont-
broîdery andtninblazoamealn. furs andi
falies. geûse nut goodies. bains anti
hampers. Ililustrations anti Illumninations,
andi nohody knows wiat besîde. ai pro-
cia ln îtamistal<able tennis tic gondi
news tint Christans le cniming. Desidos.
aire net tic chlldlrcn honce [rom scioni
anti tic granticàitirpn coming ? Andi are
not gray icatis inti blaknialike bitsy In
lnying plana for tic suncessini prodîuction
ot a charade, or the bnn)py performance
cf 'Blind Mjan's Buit? Ts nlot overybedy
ooaàoemned abot,, the satts!actorý disposai

of iholly andi mintletoe ? and arc flot nil
the littie onos easer to provo tîînt Uîolr
foot have grown, andi that they muet
have larger stockings. botli on that lit-
count and alisa In case Santa Claus shoiildjvisit themt 7 Yen .It la qulto evideatf

that hrlatas1l caînlng, anti we are ail
mal<lng roatiy. The aduits are prepar-
lng littie surprises for the chiltiren, andi

jtho chIltirca have been hoirding thelr
coppers tîmat they niay preparo surprisesfor tlîeir eiders. Anti we aire ail gaIngjto be together ais far as possible. nti
vexlng uiifferenccs a-.e te ho forgivon anti
forgotten, andi rare la golng ta bc put te
sleep, ani we aire drawing no close to
one rîtîntlior that love .shahl grow wvarmOer
anti falth stronger, 'whlc, we slng la bar-j
mouy the young. albrîli vaices anti the
quivering aid onel3-* Glory to Goti In the
hlghest, andi on earth pence anti good-,wll
ta nien."

CHRISTMAS IN OTHER LAN4DS.
I an going ta tell the young foîka

samethlng about the way the chiltiren
keep Christmas ln othor cauintrles ho-
aides thoîr owa. Sa lot us begin wvltlî
thnt far-off endi of Europe, Narway antI
Sweden, wliere tho Christmas season lis
calloti the Julefroti, or Ynio-peaco. At

*Julefroti ail the courts are closed, *and
Jevery one staps dlaputing anti quarrol-j
!Ing; andi If poople are feeling angry

wltb each other. o
roake St up, and aie~
there ts a deal Ptf
hurnoureti merrinien
the shoes of al] thi
very caretnlly, and
set In a row bofor
Indicate thiat durir
êverythtng 'wlll bc
ln the faily In
nimant every farnhl3
trible wltfi the good
andi thon the doors
one miny coune lni ai
bo merry. The w
are given 15 very
who wlshes ta give:
ln a quanntity of stn
anti slvlv fIInga It 1
wintiaw when no o
tint a droil way ?

In lelgium tic eh
Nvlth bons anti carr

innd snt thpmn ln ti
the gooti SnInt's hot
they exPect to Il
swectmnts andi frit
gondi beliaviaur.

ln HollincI the ch
woollen storkings b
plece, andi then go
sure that goond St.
thera. provlded the
in his visit.

Bohemian chiltire

bornsa of the " Christ-chld," as ho cornes "It C=ae Upon the M"Idight (Ilear.
Iling thraugh tic air wlth is krppâ DY SIDMUND HIAMILTON< SFAits.
full of prescrnts; but the Itallan chîldien
go gravcly wlth tîtoîr parents te WVo saa nover tire af rcntiing tb
riurches andi cathetirnîs, te sen tbo bain. inagnifIcont hymn. It wvlll go daoN
bina, or child, who presents thsm .wîtJî througb the liges uni]) the comIng of th
tîmoîr Christmas gitta. luillenninnî

Tho Spauieh chîltirea bidie thoîr Bhoos
or Ahlipitors ln the btishes an Christmas It, cameo upan the mI(iiglit clear.
ove, anti finti themt fiieti witb fruit anti 'iat glaonos sang af aid,
attgar-pins on Chriatnîns mornlng Front angels benting near the earth,

In Franco the young peuple stand tîtoîr Ta touci their harps of goiti:
shtoes la a convpnirnt plitre for the gooti Police an the carth, gaati-will ta meii.
Nool ta drap gift ln. Sarnetimea If th From hcavea's a1il-gracions King."
shoes af a bati boy are arnong thcrn ho The worlti ln salexan stilînoa iay
finda a whip la one ln tihe mornîng, 'andi Ta iel the angelB sing.
lie mnust ha a sttipid fellaw who caniiot
tLake so sharp a hînt. iStili tlirough tho claon sies tlîey corni

Vory tiiffarent la the.feeling af the Ger- 1 «Wlth veaceful winga unfunleti;
man ch]](]. H-e valts with feelings ofAnd stili thoîr heavenly music floats
mingloti awe anti pleasure for the cool- Oer ail thle weary wanld
111g aft wo Important porsanagos, the Abave Its anti anti lonely plains

" Chi8tclild l ad te "Kneht up- They bondl an he.verng wing.
Cort uli ant tAndaci up ever cr Ita l3ahel silinli;

pot" Tie latter persan questians, The bloaseti angels sing.naugity chiltiren, andi thrcatens thern1
wvith punlshrnont, tili the "Christ-child's" i Wlth aI the woes of ain anti strife,
Intercession savea tihe culprit, andi vins Tawrdbsafoeiln
ls pardon, tien tiese two Chistmnas ail- Teneat toid agfetri la o
paritians; lay down their burdens of gifts, 1eaTwo thusan e-a ave elle(]
anti tepart. Anti ana w ara of m n ;er fo

ln sanie parts af. Gormany the gond Tnd loemang wrwiici tan, beanîng
Saint will have a Chistmnas troc brl Ohelv b sh n ic c nose ey o bfrife.
Ilaatly Iilurnaateti wlth wax cantiles, ta Anti bear the nel eno sing e
ban is gifts tipon; ho la not ilatisfIcd Adi h neasn

sInîl~'wlt ticstok>n la ic ilnney Anti yo, beneati llfe'a crnsiing: loat
W %hose ora are bénding law.

Who tail nlong the cllmbing wny,
I fWith paInful stops anti slow,-

Look naw , for glati anti golden hours
- Cone swifty an the wing ;

Oh. rest bosîde the weauy rond
Andi hear the angels sing

i I ~T"IZTÉ n'~Tf in 1% -E e VtT

A MRYCHR iISTIMAS.

la

VU« TT.'J' à.~ YY)JL jL VU.

PRAYER-MEETINO TOPIC.
DECEMBIER 27, 1896.

Hyrn 24.
-Gat rest ye, litUle cildrea, let nothlng

yo aff right,
For Jeans Christ yanr Saviaur vas bonit

on Chistmnas nigbt.
Along the hbis of Gaiileo tic wivite

fiocks sloepiag lay,
Wien Christ tltj Chilti of Nazareth was

barn on Clirlatmas Day-"

LOVELY SBASON.

Everybody loves tic Christmeas season
It 18 tic Urne far farnliy rouions. Those
whio have long been separatoti. again on-
joy oaci atber's sociely, anti spenti a fe,%
pionnant hanna togetier, anti, sa teasponi.
live thoir lives avor again. Thon, tee.
St la tic soason when prosents are givon
anti roceivet. Frientisips are tilts re-
neeu and riponeti. Chiltiren anti yaung
pople espoctliy reoice at tic approaci
of Christmnas, an on the n'orning of that
day tiey are sure ta awake P-anly anti

isco vibat Santa Clans bas bronght tiem.
1This very fact shauld maie chultiren love
Jeaus, for tho season wich la kept ln
remembrance of bis birti is ta tin tie
baîpiest season of the wiole year.

TUFg ASSOCIATIONS OF Tu£ -NATIVITv.
Born ln Bethlehemi. This word mens

a baoise af breati. This la truly signifi-
cant, Inastnuch as Christ calîsl birnaîf
*tic bread of lire." What breati la ta
tie botiy. ta give Et asttnance anti sup-
port, Christ ls te tic soul. He feetis ns
witi living bread.

I Angola cianteti tic iymn af bis

r chiltiren are. tiey Iandi le s tramt tus wir of bis saintship Wbat a glorious song it vaa--" Peace on
iaving anti kinti, andti a tic custont bas spreati into otier eatit aon ic plwa i 0fBTihem.oc

tensting anti gaond-1 calîtrica, and corne over ta aur own. trilles prencieti by tie Saviaur, anti thc
t. On Christmas ove The Christrnas-treof aito-day, iowover, precepts whicb ho laid down, ta guide
e fnrnily are eleancti Es only a succe3sor ta is prototype, the nrankind, ail have the teidency te pro-
JrIgbtly polîsheti. andi ancient legendary ygdrasyi, ar etornal moto peace among xnanlld, anti bring;

e ihcartistone ta troc, wic bas Its roots ln earth anti its giory ta Goti ln the highest."
îg the coming year top Sa henven.TU IEURSýe.aiefiil anti pleasant Tic Englisi ebilîts Christmas ias nonueTEsiEiEts

the roitutry places jof tic deligbtful features we have de- Tic occupation at tic aeherdo oftn
tint cau., spreads a j cribeti, oxcept tic Christrnas-tree lîgîteti requlred loieir attendance ln thc nigit

chcer af the witb tapers anti hung wlth gifts; but. ho fseasan. MVille tiey were tins cngagcti,
are loft open. so any bas tic Ciristnas-boxes, anti tic avening tbcy receiveti tic glati tidîngs ai tic bîrti
id ont nnd drink anti 19 spent ln nil sorts of sports, sncb as of tic Saviaur. Truly these wore glati
aY tint tic presonts stiaptiragon, blinti man's bluff, anti nome tidings. Wiat canwe canceive salikoly
pocuillar-the persan marc mo demn gantes. ta protince joyans feelings as tic nows
a prosenit wrapn It nit Hoilanti gave us Amorîcans tic goati- of the Saviaur being bora.
aw. or paper. or rags. naturoti Santa Clans, wlth bis sîcti antid THE UsîvniSALTY OP THE NEWS.
*net tic open door or relido(r caroceinz aven thc hansetops i
ne is ln elght. Tsn't bringing bis goodly store of Christmas JAIl pople. Thc shoPherds werc the"

gits. reprosentatives of niankinti, at this tîrne.
Iltien f1111 then ainèn In Genmnany the scioolboys anti clioris- They first loarneti the news, but Et vas
ots on Chistmas ove. tons make tic miinIgît, air ring with bell ofint aten i hhé, nilrnv-piacc for their merry carols. Tic "tirco kings armfnan were embraceti ln tbê
rsc. In tic maraing. af tic East, tic angol Gabriel, anti the, tdns0 i aîu' ît.Tcnw
nd ticin filieti wîîî star-singeras" parade tic streets;, anti han reacheti us. Ciltrea are tic iambe

Il la retutrn for thiîr sîmîlar processions go about Itt Italy. Of tie tlOck No other system of re-
Franco, anti Spain. lit former years, Iligion mai05 sncb prévision for tic voel-

Ilîtrca îann un ticîr anti periaps even naw ln sanie localties r are ai cildren as Cbnistinnity doms
yv tic tileti imnév- ln Englanti, tic Chisinmas waits, yoîîng, Christ always bcstoweti speclal attention
soierly ta bcd. qîtt lads, maie tic air vocal witb loveiy on theni, anti even wicn the dincîples
*NIchos wlll vlqit Chistmas caroli-; but la auir couîntry woulti bave lcept thcmn front coming ta

y do flot distnrb hlma tiese are reserveti ta ho board ln cinrchi Christ ho salid, "Suifer them to corne."
anti Sunday-scbool. .and. semctlrnes thcy He loves ticzih, andi èoimrided tuie dis-

nl listen anxiousiv on ring zut lar chimes- frrnm the church clea te feeti the Jamnbe. Will flot our
hie echlai anclte- steeple. reculers love (b., Sarlour 7'.
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PLEASANT I-LOUIS.

Santa (lUn' flister.
DIY JULIA ANA WOL.CO<vr

We Stood at a cruwded cotnter,
Little Geraldine and 1I-

I'flre Was aniY a day betore Christmias
And i hudreds rere waiting ta buy.

The alelves and thie cases were covered,
And tbe counters were piled n) higb.

Wltb thec lovehiet things for presenta
EVer oeen by a mortel eyc.

i'bere were books wvith xnost bealitifuil
pictures,

And thc strangest, most wondcrful toye,
l'bat wcre brougbt froni aver the ocean

On purpose for girls and boys.

I eawere dalla that coulci waitz aad
play teanis.

In dresses o? satin and silk
Atnd horses ta wind and set trotting,

Anld cows tbat you really could rnilk.

'Fhere wcre dogs that conld bark Ilko tliE
Rive ones,

And birds of most brilliant wing,
Witt) springs; bld away 'neatlî tiiels

teathers.
TRiat wvouid maka tbem fly upward and

sing.

Blut thie eyes of tRie child wbo stood by
me

llad wandered away frai aDl these.
And thie sparkling Christmas angels

And the miniature Christmas trees.

And were scanning the faces about us-
The faces that buddied nad pressed,

And looked weary and cross with tRie
effort

0f gettIng lnx front of thie re8t-

WRien, grasping my bond, she wbispered,
WItl1 cager, childisb grace.

Oli ! tbat muet be Santa Claus' siîoter,
SRie's got sncb a Christmas face 1"

1 laoked where ber eyes bad lghted,
And, la ! ln a tbreadbare gawn,

Stood a queer, littie, boat, old woman,
NVlth a face that was wrinkled and

brown.

But thie eyes tbat beamed out froi IL
Wera radiant witb love and Joy,

As, frm 'rnong ail tbe beautiful abjecta,
She selected oae poor, cbeap toy.

And tbe wora, browa face was Illumined
Wlth a smile of good-will toward mca,

That tald, mnore plaInly than words might,
511e was kceping Cbristmas thon.

i glaaced ait thie formas about me;.
There were women la rlcb attire

Wbose unearned gold enabled
Thie purchase of eacb destre.

There were those o? delicate teature,
0f gentie brecding and race ;

But the qucer, littie, beut, old woman's
Was the anly IlChristmas face."

la shame, frein my own I bastcaed
To smaotb tRie Impatience and frown,

As I looked at "Santa Clames sister.,
In ber faded, tbreadbare gawn.

And I blessed both the child and thie
wvoman,

For their Christmas sermon sweet,
As I pressed tbrougb tbe tbrong af shop-

Ders,
And on la the crowded street.

HOW THE TREE SAVED THE TOWN.
CHRISTMA4S IN I'OLLA.ND.

DiY FRED. MIYRON COLIIY.

Holland, sunk below thie sea-level, anid
defendcd by its dykes against tRie mad
wxives of tRie German Ocean, la the queer-
est littie countrY ln Europe; and Haarlem,
on the river Spaarne. le ane of the qneer-
est aad quaintest, of Dutch cities. Its
îiicturesciue buildings and narrow streets
stiii speak o? tae 'warsand tumulte a? the
Niddle Ages. Wars were frequent thon,
and eacb one scems ta bava left Its s=a
or ]te beraldry on tRie city's livery.

Tbree bundred and seventeen years ago
tais December. the clty loy la leoguer.
An army af tbIrty tbousand Spanlords.
led by the cruel Dule of Alva, besieged
tRie place, which was defended by about
four thousard men-Dutcbmen and Ger-
mpijns. TRia Spaniards had lnundated la
blood the rulas o? two cltles--Zutpben

* and Nnarden;- but tbese borrors. iastead
of Intimlidatin;g the courageous defenders
of Haailem, only Iasplred, them with now
ardeur.

*At the end, a? the flrst maaths siege,
* the city stili reslsted flr2nly, and the

tlirty thoueand men encamped beneatb
lis 'walls began ta danbt If they shauld
ever Win It by -force, and rebolred ta. re-
*sort ta stratagem.,
*Cbnlstmaa e,.ý1672., vaà cWil and:ýdark

and wintry. The mnaw lay to the depth
0 f severai fiches: and the wint). wbich
sweePs withotit obstacle aver the plaine
0f Iioliand, blew shnrply. The Spanish
camp iay eilenit and ln darkness-anot
CXCII the mliilit mnas eeed te put
tho people In motion. In the city. bow-
ever, thoera woea rnany bouses lIghted.

The German soldiers had brougbt froin
the fatherlanni the custom now generaliy
observed throughout Christendom Of
iigbiig a trc ln thie avening, aad bang-
liig IL fuiR of gitts, ta boe distribtctd

i amang theo %arions niembers of the
fil]Y a nd as these nuxIliaries were
quartered ln private bauses, nlot a few of
flie cititens bad introdclncd the novel
fcature Ill concictian witb the other
Christmas rites.

One of thiese bouses was eituated near
the gnte calle<î St. John, and a littie Rie-
bInci tRie rnmpartt;. It was owned and
OCCUPleci by Arnold Van ?tlrk, a citizen
of note, ani a prominent offlcer ln thie

iforces of tRie city. Domicilcd under bis
roof was a German otffcer, Captain Karl,
and sev'eral saliers, besides bis own
family. wvlicb consisted of bis wifo anld

*six cbildren.
Van MerkCs bouise wvas one of the higb-

iest ln thie city. Froin tRie upper story
ono conld look out upon the ramparts.
and above tbem over tRie camp of .bc

*Spaniards. and to thie flat country be-
ynnd. The wlndow of tbls roomn was o?
tbat large style whlcb mny stili ba seca
tli Ditcbh bouses, ani tbrougb wbicb. by
means of a pulley and cord, provisions and
mnerchandise are raIsed ta the roof cbam-
bers. Ordlaarily It was secured by large
and beavy ebutters. Witbout this win-
(10w the tree conld not bave sived the
town.

Cold and cheerless as the nlgbt was out
of doors. ln the miansion af tbe Vnn
'.Nerks'there were warntb and comfort.
There was notbing preseat ta roziad ane
of tbe siege ami Its borrors save the
armour and the armis lbanging upon the
walls. and the pack<ages of lint scattercd
around. Ia almnost every bouse ln Haar-
lem the women mode lint to blad tRie
wniads of tbeir brave brotbers.

Van Merk and bis guest. Captain Kari,
came bomne very late. They were officera
of the nlgbt. and badl been the round of
the clty, fIndlng everything In good order,
and the enemny quiet. At their own door
tbey were balted, and asked for the

Icoumtersigu.
IHolland, Orange and Liberty."

Anù with tbese words the two men en-
tered thie great bouse. It was one of
Captain Karl's own Gerinan soldiers wbo
was standing on guard; and several athera
were busylng tbemselves la gettiag ready
the mystic tree. wbich wns placed la tbe
upper charaber of the mansian. Al-
tbougb IL was mldnight, tbe Van Merk
cidrea wera sitting tip. Impat!entiy
waltIng the suminons wblcb was ta re-
veal to them the glories of this wonderful
tree. Kari bad promised tbemn a grand
surprlse--snd hbldrea neyer farget pro-
mises.

IlAi lai ready," came the signal down
the stairway.

IlFollow me, thea," cried Captain Karl.
Up tbree fligbts of staîrs tbey niounted,

the aider folks~ wall<ing gravely bebiad;,
the youager ones, eager and Impatient, ln
advance. Wbat a marvellous sigbt It was
ta their waadering eyes ! la thie middle
of the great room stood the tree. a lofty
t.r. blazing with ligbt, and decorated witb
n gloriaus array a? costly gitta. Thie
illumination dazzled tbem. Never before
bad tbe star, the shepberds, tRia angels.
a.nd the Holy Child la tRie manger. seemed
so real.

The cbildren clapped their bands and
cried for Joy. TRiey dared not approach
the tree. It seemed a sacrilege ta, toucb
the branches, se brhlliant, so mystic, sa
wonderful. wltb tbeir load of preclou.4
thîng. Even the old soldiers were
affected by the sigbt. To tRie joy of a
festival 'was added tbat other joy still
nzore sweet, af feeling tbemselves true
bretbren. unIted by a comrnon perIl ami
n commofi love.

CaPtain Karl led bis youag corapanians,
one by one. ta the tree, and took the gtf ta
frain the branches.

It was la tbe midet af this merriment
t.bat a terrible about arase frein the
street below. Then flerco war-crles were
beard. and tRie clashlag of swards. They
knew xvhat It meant la a ilDament. Their
blanched Ilps gave utterance ta two
words-"Tbe Spaniords !" and thon the
men grasped their swr l,is and prepared
ta soli their Rives dearly.

Thie enemy wero Indeed at band. In
the darkness and sileace of the wiater
aigRit tbey Riad scaled the walR. murdered
twa or the %antiaels, and, before thc
third could e.te the alarm, buadreds of
Spaaish -mca-at-arns were an tRie ram-
parts, and other bundreda were follawing
theni. The cJty scemod Icet.. Thie
atrocities Ct Zutphen and Naarden were
ta be -repeated unleas a miracle wais In-
terpiteed..,

It irais at this. Moment tbit.,Ca%>ta

ICarl, as If Inspired. suddenly dasbedl
opnteshutters a? thie great wiadow.

andthre~w upon tRie crowdcd Spauardii
thie blaze troua those bnndred lighted
canies on tRie CbrIstmas-tree.

Sa suddenly andi no unexpecit'd> did
thosa [ires burst ont upon tRia darkness.
that tRie Spaniards Inîagined they liad
falien Into a snare. This beila? was
strcngtliened by seeing tRie nrnied sol-
diers standing la tRiO midbl t ftha ilium-
inateli main. clad ln armaur. andti wtR

1weapons glittering la the llght.
A Panic seized them. and wiîbanit pais-

Ing ta lnvestigate, tbey drew back. and
bastened down tha romparta la beadiong
confusion. Thie first arrived stumbuelM
ot'er thie last, andi numbers rolled. poel-
mciil. Ito the Crenches. la a ftw sec-
onde thie %wall tras cicar, the ligRited trea
sliana tipon a frightened multitude flying
la disorder totrard the camp.

'l'Rreo Riundrcd years bave passed ince
that Christmnas nigbt. but tRia story o?
that tiret Chrlstmnas-tree is neot forgotten.
It lires la thie nation'a Ristory; wbila nt
o very firesida lanlHaarlem,. wben thie
Christmas-tlde cornes round, la thie etary
told of lxow tRie city wos saved la the
oldea tume by Captain Karl'a Christmas-
troc And If you were tRiere ta-day you
wouid be told 1Ri6 story, and pointed ta
thie elty's arme and motta. whicb are
these : A brancblng flr-trne. decoratcd
and biazlag witb burning tapers with thie
German legend, "Ela Feste Iiurg.'* the
words witb wbtch Luther began hie
tomons byma-

IlA znighty fortres le aur God.'

CHRISTMAS TEÂSTING IN OLD
TRlE8.

There are certain dIsbas wbicb are
pecullarly dedleated by customi and tra.-
dition to tRie Christmas foast The pluin
pudding le nîmoat tRie sole survivor of a
long list a? equally savoury oncs. TRiere
was the boar's beand. always tRie herald
of thie feast. and always seasoncd with
mustard. Next la lImportance was thie
pcacock. TRie skia was carefuily strip-
ped aff. tritR the plumage adbering; thie
bird tras thon rasted; whien it was dons
and Riad cooled, IL tas servcd up agata
lalis feathers, and. with gilded beale.
was sent ta tRie table. Sometimes thie
wbale body was covered with gahd lent.
and a Plece a? cotton, saturated wIth
spirite, plaoed la Its beak and ighted as
IL, made Its gorgeous entry. TRie noble

jbird was ncàt served by common hande.
ItRot priviiege was reservcd for the Radies
Imoat distinguisbcd by birth and beauty.
jGeese, calions, pheasants, and pies ef
coerps' tongueu aise belped toi set out the
Cristmas table la days gons by.

APTER MÂNY DÀYS.
Froin tRie New York Herald cames tRie

folRowing Incident a? genuine gratitude :
A physiclan wbo recently movcd up

town took 'an eveniag paper tram a emaîl
newsboy, aad dlved, Into bis pocket for
the change.

-Tbat's ail rigbt doctor," remarkcd
tRie ltte fellow. I won't talca no
moaey. Doa't you remember Jimmie,
tRiat you cured liat wIater witRi thie
fa'Jer 'P"

Thea the physician recagalzed ln tRio
tali and sturdy briy a little lad wbom ha
Riad pulled tbrougb a fever wit.bout pay-
ment. IlBut tbat'a aIl right, Jimmia."
he sald. "and you must certainly let me
pay you for tRie paper."

IlNo." salit tRie boy, '.I Woa't. Where
are you living up bere. doctor ? I waat
ta corne and sec yau."

Ha bas not turncd up yet tae tl&'e
cloctor. but every maralng and eveaiîxg
ie slips a paper under thea door. and ta

bave a proper understanding la the be-
glnnlng, witb tRie first paper ie scribbled
n little notice - "Piclase. doctor. axcept
tRies. papers allus trra Jlmmla.1

THE CLOCK
Corne, hurry up 1"said the secoad-

bond af a clack tthe minute-band;
*'You'Il nat-er get around la fimie If you
don't. Sec Riaw fat I'rn going.*" con-
tinued tRie fussy littIa maonitor c-9 IL fretted
round on uts pivot.

*Corne, Riurry Up !" said the minute to
tRie haur bond, utterly obliviaus of bclng
addressed by tRio second-hnnd. '«If. yau
dan't be quicIt. you'il n,-ver be la at tRie
stroke of anc."

-Wall. tiiatls Jet wbat our youag
frend tRiere bas been saying ta you.11

At tiIs point the dlock pcaled forth tRie
heur as tRia Rour-band contiaued, - You
seS wa're ail la time-not ane or us b.
hind. You take my advice--do your own
work la your own way, and leave others.
alone."

Mord.-mind Ybovani 1ulu

Christmas
Bookiets

3 CENTS EACII
Shado and Sunahine. NNlth vernse liv

F. K. RIavergal. Xieey illiteîrmttd*
Sanay Crowns. Deaiga or a Crown,

witiî vcrses by . ut. liavergul

5 CENTS £ACH
P ydom. 1 De'sign of figure of a Dos.

tIe.ccs y 1.Itile>'.
The Lord la my Shepherd. Pia

endort.
Undar etae Mlatletoe. Christsu veru

by licita lnaito.
FamiRlar Frienda. Verwil by '<Helon

of Tm)-y." Nicely [llustratxNl.
Ohristmas Verses- A pocin by Charîte

Maey. Laiidscapeo and floral deau
New Year Elesaings. Beauatifuily JU

trated by C. NoAtkes, Albert liowers andl
otliers.

Kittendom. I>exi -il of a Kîtten. Bly
Grec. Floyd. Il uSmtt4'l by IThîma
Maguka.

A Bunehi or Lilles. A poem by Y.
I>waa ith lantiscape Illustrations.

Trimtlng Jesns. A poani by M. A
Spiliar.

The Win cf God- lIy Cecilia HavorgaL
C-oloured pictur«~.

8 CENTS EACH
Bexîeath tby Wingu. Verse. by Mn.

larriet Beocbcr Stowe. Illustrated by
Bertha Miaguire and otheru

Home. Sweet Home. %Word.. and munie
Iliiistrated by WV. S. Coalcn.

In Days ofOl0a B y rederick Ilan
bridge. lllustratZ by Pauline J.
Sauiiter.

A Christmas Canal B y Loulsa An-
thony. lluatrated by Frank Corbyn
Price and others.

Suin of My Seul. Pansy desigu. Vens.
by John Kobk.

A Sonnet te Nature. Very fine engmv
ings iýy Annie Simpaon.

Tlre ilTlustratod pons Board covuus.
Fiaely i iutratcd:

The Star ef ]Bethbe.
The Dean Hameland
Ohnxstians, Awake-

8,2 CENTS EACH
Jawelled Bookiets.

CheeuANem hiy Charlotte
Murrv. ^iiuatrated.

Wondrons Love. 13y Lil Oakley.
Horneland Melodies. 117Charlotte

Murray.
Sheltering Wlngs. ByPLt.A. KnIght
Ea6ch Lied w-.ith milken cord cod enad

ini box.

15 CENTS EACH
Jewclled Booclet.

Another Year. 13v Y . I avergal.
Heavenly Hope. by C. F. Alexander.
AU-Powerful. By F'. R. Havergal.
Godsa A.fterward. By Charlotte Murray.
Heart's flase. BI Cooinbcs Davies.
Trust. By . P. Havcrgal.
Fond Wishes. ISy Coombte Davts.
The Homes cf Englsad, By F. Hlemnta.
Onwand. B y Charlotte Murray.
Each tied with silken oord and enclosed ini

envelape.

20 CENTS EACH
Heartacasa. Landscpa" and floweua.
Instead. By Lucy A. Bennett,.
Bannie Dundee. Iiiustratad em
With Every Good Wlsh. 1 luztntd

poemr.
Toi Great You. Selactions froin the

poeta. Illustrawe.
(kod Fortune Speed You- Selections

frein the poats. Illustrated.

25 CENTS EACH
Light and Truth. Pocm by C. Murray
My Presence. Pocin b y F. Thornton.
Steadfast and True. I>ocm by FafreU.

Thornton.

4Ô CENTS EACH
(Escli enclimed ini box.)

Ohristmnas Belle. loem býy IL W.
Long(cfloir . FIe ant rut dcxa

The Bridge. iy ià IV. Loag&,fcîlov. Ex-
quisite cut design.

Panasies. Iluncea of pnues. boautifully
re roduSd in naturai calours, with suit-

Deap-blue Violets. E xquitel colaered
bouquets cf violets, MLhsuitale verses.

1 Wonder What the Claver Thinha.
Sprays -)f dlorer, tt alpl;rt4
Verre&.

WILLIAM BRIOCS,
Metbodiit Book an& Pablialîitig Hnue.,

Taronta.

O. .. COTE, 7 xaz
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Christmas Day. liaftldlngii fer tithi tht.- whole dtity 10. WVhat led Soloinon ta MRl 7 Which J~f
aod bicns the boys ani girls to*tlay. 0f Xflfli.-ECcele. 12. 13. comaitim:at i: Il break ? What d iiiJTaale8Id~vO

* With mercy, grace anti peceC 'f1 .1eSONS 0F Il. <!AJTFt siti cat t we look to tlic endi ? ri 87Dear Saviour. tend i tem on tlieir way,
And mnkie their joyn lncrcasep. ]Ille. A-Nil Wu.î~TT.~hnt threc evils ruin cluaracter ? Whht VOLS. XLV. AND XLVI.
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F111 aIl tlîeir boules with joy. 3. S. W. and W.-Tlifni flint hoîioîr- 12. Fa uni wlicrc tIlt ei wlse meii cornte? t_____

* Andi with thy fonder. preciaul; Ino 4. '1'. Il. of S.-My so, f Why was lirod troubleti ? Who hall ILLULSTRATED ARTICLES.
illes overy girl nat boy. 6. B. the 'r Exeept tic lA.r'î profflitti about Blettlehicin ? Wlîat

6_____t. T. T. D.- 'l'le Lord lo ln-- <i d toc wvise men do wlien tlîey loail Fallowing the Plag ur New Way
7. Gi. B. impon 8.-The les ig o!- .3 stin y Why tidti Uîy flot rettira tu Round the World.

JAMES' CHRISTMAS EVE. .S. Il. Of 0.-l 8 î~ Herati ? Cabot's Discovery of Canada.
Tler ws n . . r.î~ o - îîaîd n racr _________ _____ Round the World Wlth the Union Jack.

riè Uicnîli gooti coanutng onUptoi'ti 9. . F.-et S.- lat-k. An auîtcc oolne- taa The Unspeakable Turk.bilte bh eforo Cliriatintui. Jnimet;1.S .Lesi h The Dead Olties of the Zuyder Zee.
andi Prank Etigllsli, with tlieir caps pulletIl.C A. .- For th rnad n utr okn lady wvitked It lCanadian Caricature Art.
over their cars tend their gooti warn, )2. T. B. of C.-And tlie atigel- furrier'a rccently. anti Bald ta the yellow- In the Black Beit.

raitets n* iurte hoo tamechol a headeti clcrk : or'ard of thie Dogger. By Rev. J. G.mittn ton.i ui anoimn away a tc QUESTIONS. 1I woulti like ta get a muf?." Life in a Swlss Canton. (nwn
bIJI. t 1. Wlint promise bail Davidi matie about 'What fir?" dernandeti the young The Land or h 8y
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