Technical ancL»-Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best
original copy available for filming. Features of this
copy which may be bibliographically unique,
which may alter any of the images-in the
reproduction, or which may significantly change

the usual method of filming, are checked below.

L]

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographlques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

'Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
Lare liure serrée peut causer de | ‘ombre ou de la

. distortion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restorotion may _
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

- Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, forsque cela était posslblé‘-bes pages n‘ont
pas#té filmées.
Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

. 7

R

- sont indiqués ci-dessous.

" L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire

qu’il lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails
de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la méthode normale de filmage

rd

E' Coloured pages/
| Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

I"“' Pages restored and/or laminated/
, Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained.or foxed/

v Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées"
Pages detached/ ‘
Pages détachées

~ * Showthroygh/

Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary material/
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

D Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible ¢

- Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata .
V] slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to
ensure the best possible image/

‘-Les pages totalement ou partiellement .

 obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure.ﬁc' '

etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de fat;on a
obtenir la meilleure image possible. -

Various pagings.

Ce document est filmé au taux de ré‘ﬂuction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X

22X . 28X 30X

14X 18X -

12X 18X E:

Cmen

N-2-2a)

og=aon



:‘v-;

». Y
g

T &tﬂ?«

4 .
“
i epemiti




‘ | Ly

‘T R AV E L' S
- N 'THRO—UGH THE STATES’A

. o L]
- OF

NORTH AMERIC 4
/ axb rmr -
‘PROVINC-E‘S OF
tiPPER"A_N»D LOWER CANADA,

DURING

THE YEARS 17;5, 1796, AND 1797.

Br ISAAC WELD, Juxior.
. |—I ’

ILLUSTRATED AND EMBELLISHED WITH SIXTEEN PL_ATES.

»

1

L ONDON:

PRINTED FOR JOHN STOCKDALE, PICCADILLY.

s
. k4
1799
'i. g :P : ' ‘_"“. v'l,' e’v‘ "
; DS S oL




.
[
: .
n.
-
. Lt
., :
'
: ]
A e
- . .
. . 3
N K
IR Sy
. . .
] o ¥ L
. N — - o
"t ey e
. .
; N
/
L34
P 1
- ,
. .
.
.
. Y
o)
.
“ - :. - A
A
. . : 3
i3
! +
3 S ‘ - 2
S s
.- R b
' . R
) . . s
RN p
- N .
' . - 4
. B .
. . : ! i N g
) - .
N L . . s, N L
. . & . e
: ! ’ ’ . . DU 4
B AN N } \ N
. . R . . s
. . . .4
I 7 . . .
T N ] N " .
4 : . c . ¥
>
‘/,




PREFACE

“ S

AT a: perqod When war Was fpreadmg defolation over

the falrei’c parts of Europe, when anarchy feemed
to be extendn;g 11:s fnghtful progrefs from nation to nation,
~and when the ‘ftorms that were gathering over his native

country -in parueular, rendered ‘it impoffible to {'ay How

~ {oonr any one of its inhabitants might be forced to feek forsz,
‘refugeina ferergn land ; “the Author of the following fﬁge.,

- was mduced to crofs the Atlantlc, for, the purpofe of exa-

mining Wlth his own eyes mto Athe truth of the various
accounts which ‘had' been grven of the ﬂourlfhmg and

hapgy condltion of the United States of Amenca, and of

afcertaining whether, in cafe of future -emergency, any . |

part of thofe territories rmght be looked. forward to, as an

eligible and agreeable place of abode. Arnved in Amenca, §

. he travelled pretty generally through the ftates of Pennfyl-
.vama, Delaware, Maryland Vrrgmra, New Jerf'ey, and N ew.

3 Ireland
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‘ York he. afterwards paffed mto the Canadas, deﬁrous of
obtaining equal information- as to the flate-of thofe pro—
vinces, and of determining ﬁj_om his own ;mmedxatef-obfer—

» ”vations, how far the prefent éonditiori of the inhabitants of ’
t‘1e Britith dominions in America mlght be _inferior, or
therwife, to that of the people of the Stat&s, who had now
indeed . thrown off the yoke, but were formerly. common'

’ members of the fame extenﬁve empu:e. -

’: . WHEN abroad, he had not the moft dxﬁamt intention of

N S publifhing his travels;. but finding on his- return home,

1 that'much of the matter contained in“the following. letters.

‘ was. quite.new to his friends, ‘and being*induc'edx to. think

; | that it might prove equally new, and not wholly urlaccept-

4 able to the Public, he came to the refolution of commit-

} ting them to print: accordingly the prcfent volume is.now

f ‘offered to. the world, in an humble hope, that if not enter-

z “taining to all readers, it will at leaft be fo to fome, as Well

; ] " as ufc:ful to future. _travell_qrs, L | B
Ir it {hall appear to any one, that he has' fpoken with too

much. a{penty of Amencan men-and American' mansers,
; the Author begs that fuch language may not be afcnbed to
| haﬁy}.

11 3




I’REFACE v

| haﬁy pre)udxce, and a blind partiality for every thmg that
-is European, ~He croffed the Atlantic ﬁrongly prepoﬂeﬁ’ed
in-favour of the. people and the country, - which - he was
about t vifit ; and if he returned with fentiments of a dif-
ferent tendency; they refulted -folely from a cool arid dif~"
' paﬁionate obfervation of What chance prefented to his view

“when abroad- .

AN enthuﬁafhc admn'er of the* beautles of nature, the

| fcenery of the countnes throu.gh wh1ch he paﬁ'ed did not

fail to attra@ a great part of his attention; and interfperfed

thiough the book: will be found views of what he thought
Wonldr.be moft: iﬁtere{ﬁég' to his readers: they are what he
- himfelf fketched upon the'fpot, that of Mount Vernon, the
"Seat:of General Wathington, indeed, exccpted for ‘which
he is: indebted to an ingenious. friend that he'met in Ame-
rica, and the VzeW of Bct_hlehem. He has many more views
i his poﬁ‘eﬁibn 5 but he: hoUéHt it better to fumifh ‘his
N V-Pubhfher with a few only, in hopesf* that the engraving
from ‘them would be well executed;’ rzu:her than with a
- great many, which, had they been given, muf’t either have
been-inta:ftyle mnwor_rhy of the-public eye; or elfe’ have
fwelled - the price “of - the:ivolume "beyond: .t_he ~reach of

many ",
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. many ‘tbgt _may now read it. Of the. r;femblaﬁcc‘ which -
- thefe views bem“m archetypes, thofe alone -

VAR ~ can be _]udges who have been fpcétaxors of the;rorlglnal
| ; fcenes. Witheregard to the Catara& of : Niagara, however,
- it muft be obfetved, that in.views on fo fmall a. {cale no one

muit expe& to find-a lively reprefentation-of its wonderful
G  and terrific vaftnefs, evf:n were they executed 'b‘y: artifts of
| far {uperior merit ;  the inférting of the:three in the prefent
¥ T Wbrk is done mérély in the hope that they may help, together
- with the ground plan of the precipice, if it may be fo call-

i Sadl L

that ﬁupendous Catara&t. ‘Thofe who are defirous of be~

coming more intimately acquamted with it, will foon: be

h

LoTEC e e
e s e e,

- gratified, at leaft fo he has been given to underﬂ:and by the

A e

" attiftin-whefe-hands. they at prefent are, with a fet of views
" from the mafterly pencil of Captam Fifher, of the Royal

X B e S .

_,v._,
BRI evincie

vifited the Falls of Niagara, to convey a more perfe& idea

e e LT
. ke e ke vttt NS i

- engravmgs that are extant.
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FmALLY, ‘before the Reader proceeds to the‘ perufal of thc
enfuing pages, the Authior will juit beg leave to apprize him,

e et

w ed, to give a creneral mf“ the pofxﬁeaMpearance of

Britith Artillery, which are allowed by all thofé who have

I e ' : o that

of that Wonderﬁxl natural curiofity, than any Pamtmgs or -~
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"that they are the produ&ion of a very yont];_ﬁll pen, unac-
cuftomed to writea- grégf deal, far lefs fo write for fhe

prefs.w‘ It is now for the firft time that one of its pro‘duc-
tions is ventured to b& laid before the public eye. As a

 firft attempt, therefore, it is humbly hoped that the prefent

e

work may meet with a generous indulgence, and not be too.

feverely criticifed on.account of its numerous imperfec-

Tons. B
|8 s

~, .Dublin, ’ -

~ zoth December 1768,
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'.’T R AVETHLS
/ | . THROUGH»THE STATES OF

N ORTH A METZRTIC A.

LETTER L

Arrival on the Coaft of America.—Trees the firft Object vifible.~Defirip= .
tion of the Bay and River of Delaware.—~Paffengers bound for Pbhila-
delphia not fuffered to land till examined by the Health Qficers—Arrival
at Philadelpbia.— Poor Appearance of the City from the Water.—Plan of
the City—Wbharfs—Public and prz'vate Bu:ldmg:.——Some Accozmt of
the Hyfpital, and of the Gaol. ~

MY DEAR SIR, ‘ Philadelphia, November, 17gs.
4 UR paffage acrofs the Atlantic was difagrecable in the extreme.
O The weather for the moft part was bad, and calms and heavy
! adverfe gales fo frequently retarded our progrefs to the weftward,
' that it was not until the fifty-ninth day from that on which we left
Ireland, that we difcovered the American coaft. I fhall not attempt
to defcribe the joy which the fight of land, a fight that at once relieved
L the eye from the uninterefting and wearifome view of fky and water,
| and that afforded to each individual a fpeedy profpe@ of delivery from
: the narrow " confines of a fmall tradmg veflel, diffufed amongft the
$ paflengers. You, whot have yourfelf made a long voyage, can beft
% imagine what it muft have been.
" The firft objects which meet the eye on' am)roachmg the American
coaft, fouth of New York, are the tops of trees, with which the fhore
18 thxckly covered to the very edge of the water. Thefe, at a diftance,
- have the appearance of fmall iflands; but as you draw nearer they are
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2 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: "

feen to unite ; and the tall foreft rifing gradually out of the ocean, at
laft prefents itfelf in all its majefty to your view. The land which we
made was fituated vc‘ry near to the bay of Delaware, and before ncon
we paffed between the capes Henlopen and May, which guard the en-
trance of the bay. The capes are only eighteen miles apart, /but within
them the bay expands to the breadth of thirty miles. It afterwards
becomes gradually narrower, until it is loft in the river of the fzme
name, at Bombay Hook, feven leagues diftant from the Atlantic. The
river Delaware, at this place, is about fix miles wide; at Reedy Ifland,
twehty miles higher up, it is three miles wide; and at Philadelphia, one
hundred and twenty miles from the fea, one mile wide. |

‘The fhores of the bay and of the river Delaware, for a very confider~
able diffance upwards, are low; and they are covered, like the coaft, .

with one vaft foreft, excepting merely in a few places, where extenfive
martfhes intervene. Nothing, however, could be more pleafing than the
views with which we were entertained as we failed up to Philadelphia.
The trees had not yet quite Toft their foliage, and the rich red and ye]low
tints-which autumn had fuffufed over the leaves of the oaks and pop-
lars appeared beautifully blended with the fombre green of the lofty
pines; whilft the river, winding flowly and {moothly along under the
banks, refle@ed in its glaffy furface the varied colours of the obje&s on
fhore, as well as the images of multitudes of veflels of various fizes,
which, as far as the eye could reach, were feen gliding filently along
with the tide. As you approach towards Philadelphia, the banks of the
river become more elevated ; and on the left hand fide, where they are
much cleared, they are interfperfed with numberlefs neat farm-hcufes,
with villages and towns; and are in fome parts cultivated down to the
very edge of the water. The New Jerfey. thore, on the right hand fide,
remains thickly wooded, even as far as the city.

Veflels very commonly afcend to Philadelphia, when the: wind is fa-

vourable, in twenty—four hours; but unfortunately, as our fhip entered the
_ river, the wind died away, and the "had to' depend folely upon the tide,
- whxcﬁows\atdﬁ‘mte« . of about three miles only in the hour. F inding

that the paﬂ'agc up to the city was likely thereforevto become te-
§ o | - dious,

-
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PHILADELPHIA 3

dicus, I would fain have gone on fhore far below it; but this the captain
would not permit me to do. By the laws of Pennfylvania, enacted in
confequence of the dreadful peftilence which raged in the capital in the
year 1793, the mafter of any veflel bound for that port is made fubject
to a very heavy fine, if he {uffers any perfon from on board her, whether
mariner or paffenger, to go on fhore in any part of the ftate, before his
veflel is examined by the health officer: and any perfon that goes on .
thore, contrary to the will of the mafter of the veflel, is liable to be im-
prifoned for-a confiderable length of time. In cafe the exiftence of this
law thould not be known on board a veflel bound for a port in Pennfyl-

vania, it is the bufinefs of the pilot to furnifh the mafter and the paffengers .

on board with -copies of it, with which he always comes provided.
The health officer, who is a regular bred phyfician, refides at Mifflin
Fort, four miles below the city, where there is a fmall garrifon kept. A
boat is always fent on thore for him from the thip. After having been
tofied about on the ocean for nine weeks nearly, nothing could be more
tantalizing than to be kept thus clofe to the thore without bemg permlt-
ted to land.
~ Philadelphia, as you approach by the river, is not feen farther off than
three miles, a point of land covered with trees conccahng it from the
view. On weathering this point. it fuddenly opens upon you, and at
- that diftance it looks extremely well; but on a nearer approach, the city
makes a poor appearance, as nothing is vifible from the water but con-
fufed heaps of wooden Ttorehoufes, crowded upon each. other, the chief
of which are built upon platforms cf artificial ground, and wharfs which
project a confiderable way into the river. The wharfs are of a reGangu-
lar form, and built of wood ; they jut out in every. dire&ion, and are well
_ adapted for the accommodation of thipping, the largeft merchant veffels
being able to Lie clofe alongfide them. Behind thefe wharfs, and parallel |
to the river, runs Water-ftreet. This is the firft fireet which you ufually
enter after landing, and it does not ferve to give a ftranger a very. fa-
vourable opinion either of the neatnefs or commedioufnefs of the pub-
lic ways of Philadelphia. It is no.more than thirty feet wide;-and im- -
mediately behind the houfes, which ﬁand on the fide fartheft from the -
Ba. , : © water,
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water, a high bank, {uppofed to be the old bank of the river, rifes, which

: :: o renders the air very confined. Added to this, ‘fuch ftenches at times
gl - —___ prevail in it, owing in part to the: quantity of filth and dirt that is fuf-

! ' fered to remain. on the pavement, and in part to what is depofited in
; wafte houfes, of which therease feveral in, the ftreet, that it is really
dreadful to pafs through it. It Wa:m%m;aﬁ nant yellow fever
breke out in the year 17g3, which made fuch terriblimaﬁd\in '

the fummer feafon, in general, the ftreet is found extremely unhealthy.\,
That the inhabitants, after fuffering fo much from the ficknefs that ori- ' :
ginated in it, {hculd remain th}l"s inattentive tqf the cleanlinef(s of Water-
fireet is truly furprifing; more efpecially fo, when it is confidered, that
the fireets in the other parts of the town are as much diftinguithed

for the neatnefs that prevails throughout them, as this one is for its 2
dirty condition. R IR : .
On the level plot of ground on the top of the bank which rifes be- 2
hind Water-ftreet, the city of Philadelphia was originally laid out, and L -
it was intended by the founder that no houfes fhould have been ereCted : £
at the bottom of it; however, as there was no pofitive law to this effect, I
thesconvenience of the fituation foon tempted numbers to build .there, -
, and rthey .are now encroaching, annually, on the river, by throwing b
il ~wharfs farther out into the fiream. In another refpec alfo the original -
g plan of the city was not adhered to. The ground ailotted for it was &
. in the form of an oblong {quare, two miles’in length, reaching from the E
; “river Schuylkill to :theDda‘Wa.'tc, and .one mile in brgadth. Purfuant to n
“ j this fcheme, the houfes were . begun on the Delaware fide 5 but inftead &
; -of having been carried on towards the Schuylkill, the current of buﬂdmg_ . th
1 has kept entirely on one fide. The houfes extend for two miles nearly - m
i - along the Delaware, but, on an average, not more than half a mile to- B H
' wards the Schuylkill : this is to be attributed to the great fuperiority of '
% a “the one river over the other. All the houfes built beyond the boundary ac
1 2 ‘line of the oblong fquare are faid to be in the “Liberties,” as the jurif- bu
Py ‘diGion of the corporation does not extend to that part of the town. te€
, -Here the ftreets are very irregularly built, but in the city they all in- is ~
: terfe@ each other at right angles, according to the original plan. The to

principal
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principal ftreet is one hundred feet wide; the others vary from eightj
to fifty. They are all tolerably well paved with pebble ftones in the

‘middle ; and on each fide, for the convenience of paflengers, there isa

footway paved with red brick. _

The houfes within the limits of the city are for the moft part built of
brick ; a few, and a few only, are of wood.

In thé old parts of the town they afe in general fmall, heavy, and

\\mconvement buat amongft thofe which have been lately erected, many
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ar:tm found-that are light, airy, and commodious.. In the whole city,
however, there are only twom “houfes-that \p\rtuular]y attract the

attention, on account of their fize and architeGure, and E\\htrbbeau:;y\_

is obfervable in the defigns of any of thefe. The moft fpacious and the
moft remarkable one amongft them ftands in Chefnut-ftreer, but it is

not yet quite finifhed. At prefent it appears a huge mafs of red brick

and pale blue ‘marble, which bids defiance to fimplicity and elegance.

This fuperb manfion, according to report, has already coft upwards of
fifty thoufand guineas,” and flands as a monument of the increafing

luxury of the city of Phlladelphxa.

" As for the public buildings, they are all heavy taftelefs ‘piles of red

brick, ornamented with the fame fort of blue marble-as that already

mentioned, and which but ill accord together, unlefs indeed we except

the new Bank of the United States, and the pre{bytenan church in

High-ftreet.  The Ilatter building is ornamented with a handfome por-

tico in front, fupported by fix pillars in the Corinthian order; but it is

feen to great difadvantage onraccount of the market houfe, which occa f'xies

. the center of the ftreet before it. The buildings next to thefe, that are

moft-deferving of notice, are the State Hou'fe, the Prefident’s Houfe, the
Hofpital, the Bettering Houfe, and the Gaol.

The State Houfe is fituated in Chefnut-fireet ; and, confidering that
no more than fifty-three ycars elapfed from the time the firft cabin>was
built on the fpot marked out for the city, until it was ereGed, the archi-
teGure calls forth both our furprife and admiration. The State Houfe
is appropriated to the ufe of the legiflative bodies of the ftate. Attached
to this edifice are the congrefs and the cxty-halls. In the former, the

, - congrefs

3
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6 TRAVEL"S THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

congre(s of the t}/nited States mects to tranfa& bufinefs. The room
allotted to the reprefentatives of the lower houfe is about fixty feet in
length, and fitted up in the plaincft manner. . At one end of it is a gal-
lery, open to every perfon that chufes to enter it; the ftair-cafe leading

- "to which runs dire@ly from the public ftreet. The fenate chamber is

in the ftory above this, and it is furnifhed and fitted up in a much fu-
perior {’cyle to that of the lower houfe. In the city hall the courts of
juftice are held,’ the fupreme court of the United States, as well as that
of the ﬁate of Pennfylvania, and thofe of the city. :

The preﬁdent s houfe, as it is ca]led was erected for the refidence of
the preﬁdent, befcre thc removal of the feat of the federal government
from Philadelphia was agitated. The original plan of this building
was drawn by a private gentleman, refident in the neighbourhood of
Philadelphia, and was poflefled, it 15 fdid, of mo fmall fhare of merit;
but thé committee of citizens, that was appointed to take the plan into
‘confideration, and to dire¢t the building, conceiving that it could be im-
proved upon, reverfed the pofitions of the upper and lower ftories,

placing the latter at top, fo that the pilafters, with which it is orna-

mented, appear fufpcnded in the air. 'The comunittee alfo contrived,
that the windows of the principal apartments, inftead of opening into
“a fpacious area in front of the houfe, as~was defigned at firft, thould face

towards the confined back yards of the adJoxmng houfes. This build- -

ing is not yet finithed, and as the removal of the feat of government to
the federal city of Wathington ‘is fo fhortly to take place, it.is moft
probable that it will never be occupied by the prefident. 'To what
purpofe it will be now applied is yet undetermined. Some imagine,
that it will be converted into a city hotel; others, that it will be deftined

for the refidence of the governor of the ftate. For the latter purpofe, -

it would be unfit in the extreme, the falary of the governor being fo in-

confiderable, that it would not enable him to keep up an eftablithment

fuitable to 2 dwelling of one-fourth part the fize of it.

The hofpital, for its airinefs, for its convcmcnt :accommodation for the -

fick and infirm, and for the neatnefs exhibited throughout every part of

it, cannot be furpafled by any inftitution of the kind in the world. The-
plan of the bu1ldmg is in the form of the letter H. At prefent ‘but one

win g
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are finithed ; but the reft cf the buxldmo
Neis hwo. ftories high, ard undernezth the
erfons Iabourmfr under any diforder of

wing and a part of the cen
is in a ftate of forwardnefs.
whole are cells for lunatics.
body or mind are received into t
eafes that are contagious, and ofi a malignant npature; fuch patients,
however, have the advice of the attending phyficians gratis, and are fup-
plied with medicine from the hofpital: *d}i:pen(ar,r. ,

The produtive ftock of this hofplt..l in the year 1793, was efh-'-
mated [.17,065 currency; befides which there are eftates belonging to
it that as yet produce nothing. The fame year, the legiflature granted
- £-10,000 for enlarging the building, and adding thereto a Lying-in and
Foundlin hofpital. The annual private donations are very confiderable.
Thofe that contribute a certain fum have the pewer of eleing the di-
rectors, who are twelve'in number, and chofen yearly. The direors ap-~
- point fix of the moft {k: iiful furgeons and phyficians in the city to attend ;

there is alfo a furgeon and apothecary reﬁdcnt in the houfe. From the
year 1756, when it was built, to the year 1793 inclufive, nearly 9,000
patients were admitted into this hofpital, upwards of 6,0c0 of whom
were relieved or cured. The hofpital ftands within the limits of the
city, but it is more than a-quarter of a mile remcvcd from any of the
other bmldmvs. There are {pacicus walks within the inclofure for fuch
of the patients as are in a ftate of convalefcence.

The Bettering Houfe, which is under the care of the overfeers of the
poor, ftands in the fame neighbourhood; fomewhat farther removed
from the houfes of the city. It is a fpacious building of brick, with
extenfive walks and gardens. The poor of the city and neighbourhood
are here furnithed with employment, and comfortably lodged 2nd dieted.
During the feverity of the winter feafon, many 2ged and reduced perfons
feek refuge in this place, and leave it again on the return of {oring.
Whilft they ftay there, they are under very little reftraint, and go in
and out“when they pleafe ; they muft, however, behave crderly. This
mfhtuuon is {upported by a tax on-the town. : '

The gaol is a fpacious building of common ftoze, one h.mdred feet in

. ,ﬁ'ont. It is fitted up with folitary cells, an the new p:an, and the apart-

' ' ments

is hofpital, excepting fuch as bave dii~ -
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ments are all arched, to prevent the communication of fire. Behind the
building are extenfive yards, which are fecured by lofty walls. This
gaol is better regulated, perhaps, than any other on the face of the globe. ,
By the new penal laws of Pennfylvania; lately enalted, no crime is pu-
nithable with death, excepting murder of the firft degree, by which is
meant, murder that is perpetrated by wilful premeditated intention, or
in attempts to commit rape, robberv, or the like. Every other offence,
according to its enormity, is punithed by folitary imprifonment of a
determined duration. Objections may be made to this mode of pu-
nithment, as not being fufficiently fcvere on the individual to atone
for an atrocious crime; nor capable, becaufe not inflited in public,
of deterring evil-minded perfons in the community from the commiffion
of offences which incur the rigour of the law; but on a clofe exami-
nation, it will be found to be very fevere ; and as far as an opinion can be
formed from the trial that has been hitherto made by the ftate of Penn-
{ylvania, it feems better calculated to reftrain the excefles of the people
than any other. If any public punifhment could firike terror into the

- lawlefs part of the multitude, it is as likely that the infliGtion of death

would do it as any whatfoever ; but death is divefted of many of his
terrors, after being often prefented to our view; fo that we find in
countries, for inftance in England, where it occurs often as punithment,
the falutary effe@s that might be expe@ed from it are in a great mea-

fure loft. The unfo:tuﬁa’te’wretch, who is doomed to forfeit his life in

expiation of the crimes he has committed, in numberlefs inftances, looks
forward with apparent unconcern to the moment in which he is to be
 launched into eternity ; his companions around him only condole with
him, becaufe his career of iniquity has fo fuddenly been impeded
by the courfe of juftice: or, if he is not too much hardened in the
paths of vice, but falls a prey to remorfe, and fees all the horrors of

his impending fate, they endeavour to rally his broken fpirits by the

confoling remembrance, that the pangs he has to endure are but the
“ pangs of a moment, which they illuftrate by the {peedy exit of one whofe
death he was perhaps himfelf witnefs to but a few weeks before. A
month does not - pafs over in England wuhout repeated executions; and
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there is fcarcely a vagabond to be met with in the country, who has not
feen a fellow creature fufpended from the gallows. We all know what
little good effe fuch fpectacles produce. But immured in darknefs
and folitude, the prifoner fuffers pangs worfe than death a hundred
times in the day: he is left to his own bitter refleltions ; there is no one
thing to divert his attention, and he endeavours in vain to efcape from
the horrers which continually haunt his imagination.”” In fuch a fitua-
tion the moft hardened offender is foon reduced to a @r{'te of repent-
-ance. g ’
But puniﬂzmcnt by ixnprifcninent; according to the laws of Pennfylva- -
nia, is impofed, not only as an expiation of paft offences, and an example
‘to the guilty part of fociety, but for another purpofe, rcgarded by few
‘per:al codes in the world, the reform of the criminal. The regulations
of the gzol, are calculated to promote this effcct as foon as poflible, (o
that the building, indeed, deferves the name of a  penitentiary houfe
more than that of a gaol." As foon as a criminal is committed to the
prifen he is made to wath; his hair is thorn, and if not decently clothed,
he is furnithed with clean apparel- then he is thrown into a folitary
ceil, about nine feet long and -four wide, where he remains debarred
~ from the fight of every living being excepting his gaoler, whofe duty it
is to attend to the bare necefines of his nature, but who is forbidden,
on any account, to ipea “to him without there is abfolute occafion. If
a prifoner is at all refractory, or if the offence for which he is ‘imprifoned
is of a very atrocious nature, he is then confined in a cell fecluded even
rom the light of heaven. This is the worft thatﬂ can be infliGted upon
him.

The gaol 1s mfpc&ed twice every week by twelve p\.rfons appomted
for that purpofe, who are chofen annually from amongft the citizens of
Philadelphia. Nor is it a difficult matter to procure thefe men, who
readily and voluntarily take it upon them to go through the troublefome
- funions of the office without any fee or emolumegt whatever.: They

divide themfelves into committees; each of thefe takes it in turn, for a -
ftated period, to vifit every part of the prifon; and a report is made to
“the mipe&ors at large, who meet togethcr at times regularly appomted
c - - - . - From
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From the report of the committee an opinion is formed by the infpec~
tors, who, with the confent cf the judges, regulate the treatment of
each individual prifoner during his confinement. This is varied ac-
cording to his crime, znd accerding tc his fubfeg quent repe;xtancc- So-
litary confinement in a dark cell is Iooked upon as the fevereft ufage ;
next, fohtary confinement in a cell with the admifiion of light; next,
confinc ement in a ceil where the prifoner is allowed to -do fome fort of
"work; laftly, labour in company with others. The prifoners are
obliged to bathe twice cvery week, proper conveniencies for that pur-
pofe being prcvided within the walls of the prifon, and alfo to change
their linen, with which they are rcgularly provided. Thofz in folitary
confinement are kept upoa bread and water ; but thofe who labour
are allowed broth, porridge, puddings, and the like : meat is difpenfed
only in finall quantities, twice m the week. Their drink is water ;
on no pretence is any other beve‘:zbe faffered to be brought into the
prifon. This diet is found, by experience, to afford the prifoners

firength fufficient to perform the labour that is impofed upon them; -

whereas 2 more generous one would only ferve to reader their minds
lefs humble and-fubmifiive. Thofe who lzbour, are emplcyed in the
particular trads to which they have been accufiomed, provided it can
be carried on in the prifon; if not acquainted with any, fcmething is
~ foon found that they can do. One room is fet apart for thoemakers,

~another for taylors, a third for carpenters, aad fo on; and in the yards

are ftone-cutters, finiths, nailers, &c. &c.

Excepting the cells, which are at a remote part of the building, the
prifon has the appearance ‘of a large manufzciory. Good order and
decency prevail throughout, and the eye of a ipe&ator is never affailed by
thefightof fuch ghaitlyand fqualid figures as are continually to be met with
in our prifons; Io far, alfo, is 2 vifitor from being infalted, that he is
{carcely noticed as he pafles through the different wards. The prifoners
are forbidden to fpeak to each other without there is neceffity ; they
are alfo forbidden to laugh, or to fing, or to make the fmalleft difturb-
ance. An overfeer atterids continually to fee that every oze performs
his work dxhgcntlv, -and in cafe of the fmalleft refiftance to any of the

regulatioris,
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regulations, the offender is immediately caft into a folitary cell, to fubliit
on bread and/water till he returns to a proper fenfe cf his behavicur;
but the dread all thefe have of this treatment, who have once cxpe-
rienced it, is fuch; that it is feldom found neceflary to repeat it: The
women are kept totally apart from the mer, and are employed ina manne

fuitable to their fex. The labourers all eat together in one large apartment;
and regularly, every Sunday, there is divine fervice, at which all attend.
I is the duty of the chaplain to converfe at times with the prifoners,
and endeavour to reform their minds and principles. The infpectors,
when they vifit the prifon, alfo do the fame; fo that whena prifoner
is liberated, he goes out, as it were, a new man; he has been habi-
tuated to employment, and has rcceive@ good inftrutions. The grcateﬂ:
care is alfo taken to find him employment the moment he quits the
place of his confinement. According to the regulations, no perfon is
allowed to vifit the prifon without permiffion of the infpeGors. Thé
greateft care is alfo taken to preferve the health of the prifoncr§ and
for thofe who are fick there are proper apartments and good advtce pro=-

J%mded The longeft period of confinement is for a rape, whxch is not

to be lefs than ten years, but not to exceed twenty-one. - For high
treafon, the length of confinement is not to be lefs than fix nor more
than twelve years. There are prifons in every county throughout Penn-
fylvania, but none as yet are eftablithed on the fame plan as that which

has been defcribed. Criminals are frequently {ent from other parts of the

ftate to receive punithment in the prifon of Philadelphia.
So well is this gaol conducted, that inftead of being an expenfe, it
now annually produces a confiderable revenue to the flate. -

s
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*

“  LETTER IL

Popmatmx of Pb: ladelphia. —Some Account of the Inlwhtcmts, their Cb -

raiter and Maincrs—Private Amufements—Amncricans lofe their Tecth

prematuyely— Theatsizal Amafements only permitted of late.— Syakers.
— Prefic font's Lmee arnd Draw cing Rosm.—Places of public Worfbip—
C.arrwow, what _fort of, ufec in P/J:/zzdezplzza.——Ta’"crm, bow condulted in

© America—Dificu’ty of precuring Servants—Charaler of the kcer
Clajfes of Pesple in America.

-MY DEAR SIR, | Philadclphia, November.
PH ILADELPHIA, according to the cenfus takea in the Year 1790,
contained 42,000 people. From the natural increafe, however,

« of population, and the influx of firangers, the number is fuppofed now

to be near 50,006, notwithftanding the ravages of the yellow fever in
1793, which fwept off 4,000 people. The inhabitants confilt of Enz-
lith, Iritb, Scotch, Germans, French, and of American born citizens,
defcended frem people of thefe different nations, who are of courfe by
far the moft numerous clafs. The inhabitants are for the moft part
cngaocd in fome fort of bufinefs; a few, and a few only,” live without

any oftenfible profeffions, on the fortunes which they themfelves have

raged; bat thc e men are not idle or inattentive to the increafe of their

property, bcmg ever on the watch to profit by the fale of lands, which

they have )purchafcd, and to buy morec on ndv*ntagcous terms.
It would be a¥ifficult matter to find a man of any property in the coun-
try, who is not concerned in the buying or felling of land, which may
‘be confidered in America as an article of trade. :

In a large city, like Philadelphia, where people are affembled together
from fo many different quarters, there cannot fail to be a great diverfity
in the manners of the inhabitants. It isa remark, however, very ge-
nerally made, not orly by foreigners, but alio by perfons from other parts

of
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of the United States, that the Philadelphians are extremely d-ficient in
hofpitality and politenefs towards ftrangers. Amongft the uppermoft
circles in Philadelphia, pride, haughtinefs, and oftentation are confpi-
cuous; and it feems as if nothing could make them happier than that
an order of nobility fhould be eftablithed, by which they might be
exalted above th=ir fellow citizens, as 'much as they are in their
own conceit. In the manners of the people in general there is a cold-
nefs and referve, as if they were fufpicious of fome defigns againtt them,
which chills to the very heart thofe who come to vifit them. In their
private focieties a trijleff: is apparent, near which mirth and gaietycan never
approach. It is no unafual thing, in the gentecleft houfes, to fee a large
party of from twenty to thirty perfons affembled, and feated round a
room, without partaking of any other amufement than what arifes .‘rozn
the converiation, moft trequently in uhn[pera, that paffes between the
two perfons who are feated next to each other. The party mcets be-
tween fix and feven in the evening; tea is ferved with much form;
and at ten, by which time moft of the company are wearied with having

remained fo long flationary, they return to._their own hon*es.‘ Still,

however, they are not ftrangers to mufic, cards, or dancmv ; their
know)edgc of mufic, iadeed, isat a very low e¢bb; but in dancing, which
appears to be their moft favourite amuiement, they certainly excel.
_The women, in geue‘a}, whilft )oun are very pretty, but by the tiime
tiey become mothers of a little fami! y they lofe all their beauty, their com-
plexions fade away, their teeth begin to decay, and they hardly appear
like the fame creatures. Ia a few ipilances only it would be poilible to

find 2 fne woman of the age of forty, who has had a large family. The.

-{fudden decay of the tecth is a circumflance which has engaged the at-

-pefs and beauty of their teeth ; and the Indians alfo, who are more ex-

.
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tention of the facu! ty; beth mea 2nd women, Amcrican born, lofng

them very generaliy atan early age. ' Scme zicribe it to the great and
fudden changes in the weather, f.om heat to cold;; but negroes, who are
expofed to the fame tranfition of climate, are diftinguithed for the white-

poled than either, preferve their teeth in good order. Others at-

tribute it to. the .immoderate ufe of cerfe@ionary. Of cosfetionary,
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1s 'fRAVELS TIROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

the Amerxcans in the towns ccrtamly make an inordinate ufe; but
in the ccuntry, where the people have not an opportunity, of getting
1ach things, the men, but more gencraily the women, alfo fofe their
teeth very prematurely. Moit probably it is owing to the very ge-
nzral v they make of falted provifions. In the country parts of
America in particular, the pecple live upon falted pork and falted fith

.nearly the whele year round.

It is only within a few years paft, fince 1779, that any public amufe- |

~ ments have been fuffered in this city ; the old corporation, which con-~
.Efted mofliy of the Quakers, and not of the moft liberal minded people

in the city, having always oppofed the eftablithment of any place for the

purpoie.  Now, however, there are two thzatres and an ampbhitheatre.

Little or no ufe 1s made of the old theatre, which is of wood, and a very

indifferent building. The new one is built of brick, and neatly fitted
vp within ; but it is hardly ,lafgc enoush for the town. A fthocking
cuftomn obtains here, of fmoking tcbacco in the houfe, which at times
is carried to fuch an excefs, that thofe to whom it is difagreeable are

under the neceffity of going away. To the people in the pit, wine and

porter is brought betweed the afts, precifely as if they were in a
tavern. The a&ors are procured, thh a very few exceptions, from
Great Britain and Ireland; none of them are very eminent per-
formers, bat they are equal to what are ufually met with in the

~country towns of England. The amphitheatre is built of wood;

equeftrian and other exercifes are performed there, fimilar to thofe at

Affley’s. Dancing affemblies are held regularly every fortnight through

the winter, and occafionaily there are public concerts.
Durinz fummer, the people that can make it convenient retire to

country heuf:s in the neighbourhood of the town, and all public and -

Frivate amufaments ceafe; winter is the feafon for them, the Congrefs

- beirg then aflembied, and trade not being fo clofely attended to, as the

naviration of the river is then commonlv impeded by ice.
Tae profident finds it neceflary, in general, to come to Phxladclphla

‘preparatory to f' - meeting of congrefs, and refides there duribg the

‘whoic of the 1ciuen.  Once in the week, during his flay in the city, he
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has levees, between the hours of three and four in the afternoon. At
thefe he always appears himfeif in a court drefs, and it is expeted that
the foreign minifters thould aiwaye. attend in the fame flyie; this they
conftantly do, excepting the French mizifter, who makes a point of
going in difhabille, not to fay worfe of it. Other perfons are at Lberty
to go as they think proper. M. \Va[‘nn;rtcn, allo, has a drawing
rocm once every week. - On this occaficn the lam -s arc fezied in great

_form ‘round the apartment, and tea, coffze, &c. fery ed *,

Philadelphia is the grand refidence of the Quakers in America, but

~ their number does not bear the fame proportion now to that of ths

other citizens which it did formerly. At prefent they form about one
fourth only of the inhabitants. This does not arife froin any diininution -
of the number of Quakers, cn the contray they bave confiderably in-
creafed, but from the-great influx into the city of perfons of a dierent
perfuafion. Belonging to the Quakers there are five places for public
worthip ; to the Prefbyterians and Seceders fix; to tie Englith Epifco-
palians three; to German Lutherans two; to the Roman Catholics four;
and one refpettively to the Swedrh Lutherans, Moravians, Baptifts,

- Uriiverfal Baptifts, Metbodifts, and Jews. On a Sunday every citizen

appears well dreffed; the lower claffes of the people in particular are
remarkably well clethed. This 1s a great day alfo for little excurfions

- into the country.

The carriages made ufe of in Phnladelphxa confift of coaches, “cha-
riots, chaifes, coachees, and light waggons, the greater part of which are’
built in Philadelphia.. The equipages of a few individuals arc‘cxtr"mely

_oftentatious ; nor does there -appear in any that neatnefs and elegance

which might be cxpe‘ted amongft a fet of people that are defirous of
imitating the. fathions of England, and that are continually ge:ting
models over from' that country. The coackee is a carriage peculiar, I
believe, to America; the body of it is rather longer than that of a coach,

® Whether the levec iskept up by the prefent  Wathington, as being inrconfitent wich the fpirit
prefident, or not, 1 have not heard. Many ob-  of 1 republican goversmonr, and defirud.ve of
jeltions were made to it by the democratic that equaiity whch oagzht to reign amougfl the
party dusing the adminiftration of General citizens of every clafs,

but
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6. TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

but of the fame fhape. " In the front it is left quite open down to the
bottom, and the driver fits on 2 bench urder the roof of the carriage.
There are. two feats in it for the paffengers, who fit with their faces
towards the horfes. The rcof is fupperted by {fmall props, which aze
placed at the corners. On each fide-of the doors, above the pannels,
it is quite open, and to guard againft bad weather there are curtains,
which are made to let down from the roof, and faften to buttons placed
for the purpofe on the outfide. There is alfo a leathern curtain to bang
occaﬁonallv between the driver and paflengers.

The light waggons are on the fame conftruttion, and are calculated
to accommodate from four to twelve people. The only difference be-
tween a fmall waggon and a coachee is, that the latter is better finiih-
ed, has varnifhed pannels, and doors dt the fide. The former has no
doors, but the pafiengers fcramble in the beft way they can, over the
feat of the driver. 'The waggons are ufed univert:l'y for ftage carrizges.

The accommodations at the taverns, b~ which name they cail all |
inns; &c. are very indifferent in Philadelphia, as indeed they are, with
a very few exceptions, throughout the country. The moie of con-
ducing them is nearly the fame cvery where. The traveller is thewn,
on arrival, intc a room which is common to every perfon in the houfe,
and which is generally the one fet apart for breakfaft, dinner, and
fupper. All the ftrangers that happen to be in the houfe fit-dowa to,.
thefe meals promifcuoufly, and, excepting in the large towns, thr~ family
of the houfe alfo forms a part of the company. Itis fcidom that 2
private parlour or drawing room can be procured at any of the taverns,
even in the towns; and it is always with relu@ance that breakfaft or
dinner is ferved up feparately to any individual. If a fingle bed room
can be precured, more ought not to be lcoked for ; but it is not always
that even this is to be had, and thofe who travel through the country
muft often fubmit to be crammed into rooms where there is_fcarcely

f{ufficient fpace to walk between the beds.* Strangers who remain for

any

® Having flopped one night ar Elkton, on my firft cnqumes from thchndlord.ouaﬁghung
my journey to Baltimore in the public carriage, as there were many paffengersin the Rzge, were
' BN ’ o
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PHILADELPHIA. 17

ﬁny length of time in the large towns moft ufually go to private board-
ing houfes, of which great numbers are to be met with. It is always
a d;iﬁicult\ matter to procure furnithed lodgings without paying for
board. | | ,

Atall the taverns, both in town and country, but particularly in the latter,
the attendance is very bad; indeed, excepting in the fouthern ftates, where
there afe fuch great numbers of negroes, it is a'matter of the utmoft diffi-
culty to procure domeftic fervants of any defcription. The generality of
fervants that are met with in Philadelphia are emigrant Europeans; they,
however, for the moft part, only remain in fervice until they can fave a
little money, when they conftantly quit their mafters, being led to do fo
by that defire for independence yvhich is {o natural to the mind of man,
and which every perfon ini America may enjoy that will be induftrious.
The few that remain fteady to thofe who have hired them are retained
at moft exorbitant wages.. As for the Americans, none but thofe of the
moft indifferent charaters ever enter into fervice, which they confider

as fuitable only to negroes; the negroes again,~in Pennfylvania and in

the other flates where fteps have been taken for the gradual abolition
of flavery, are taught by the Quakers to look upon themfelves in every
refpe@-as equal to their white brethren, and they endeavour to imitate
them by being faucy. Itis the {ame both with males and females. I muft -
here obferve, that amongft the génerality of the lower fort of people in
“the United States, and particularly amongft thofe of Philadelphia, there
is a want of good manners which excites the furprize of alnoft every
foreigner ; I with alfo that it may not be"thdught’that this remark has
been made, merely becaufe the fame deference and the fame re{pectful
attention, which we fee fo commonly paid by the lower orders of people
/in Great Britain and Ireland to thofe who are in a fituation fomewhat
fuperior to themfelves, is not alfo paid in America to perfons in the fame
flation ; it is the want of common civility I complain of, which it is
to know whataccommodation his houfe afforded.  trouble abouf the extent of his acc;mmodationﬁf
He feemed mach furprifed that any enquirics as he had no lefs than e/ever beds in one of his

$hou'd be made on fuch a fubj:&, and with much  rooms.
coafequence told me, I need not give myfelf any
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18  TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMEIRICA:

alwavs defirable to b.no d betweea man and man, let their fituations in
lhc be what they may, and whi ch is not coatrary to tie dictates of na-
ture, or to the {pirit of genuine Libearty, as it is obfzrvable in the be ha-

viour of the wild Indians that wander through the f\re ts of this vaft
continent, thc mofl free and mdeoend"nt of all human. bcmos. In the
United States, however, the lower chﬁe> of people wiil return rude and

“impertinent anfwers .to queftions couched . in the moft civil terms,

and will infulta perfon that bears the appearance of a gentleman, on
purpofe to fhew how much they confider themfelves ixpon an equality
with him. Civility cannot be purchafed from them on any terms;
they feem to think that it is incompatible with freedom, and that there
is no other way of convincing a ftranger that he is really in aland of
liberty, but by being furly and ill mannered ia his prefence.

[

|
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LETTER IIL

Fourney tc Bzzltz'mare.—Dc_’/Z'n})fim of the Country about Philadeiphia. —
F Ioatm'r Bridges over the Schuylkill, brto crrzur.zﬁed —Mills in Brandy-
wine Creek.——[mprowmmf in the Mackinc:y ‘gf Flhur Miuls in Ame-
rica—Town of Wilmington.—Log Houfes—Bad Roads.—Fine Pro-
Speétsm—Hu reliflied by Americans —T averns.—Sufjuchannab River.—
Town of Baltimore—Plan of the Tswn.—Harbsur.— Public and pri-
vate Buzldzﬂg:.-—-[nbahm’:ts.——sztr/ between Baltimore and Wa%-

Mmgtm.-—-Execmb/e Roads.

MY DEAR SIR, | Wathington, Novcmﬁer
N the 16th of Novemoer I left Philadelphia for Baltimore. The
‘only mode of conveyance which offers for a traveller, who is not
provided with his own horfes or carriage, is the public ftage waggon ;
it is poffible, indeced, to procure a private carriage at Philadelphia to go
on to Baltimore, for which a.great price is always demanded ;. but
g there
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JOURNEY TO BALTIMORE. 19

there is no fuch-thing asf hiring a carriage or horfes from flage to ftage.

The country about Philadelphia is well cultivated, and it abounds with

neat country houfes; but it has a bare appearance, being almoft totally
ftripped of the trces, which have been cut down without mercy for

firing, and to make way for the plough ; neither are there any hedges,

an idea prevailing™that -they 1mpovenﬂ1 the land wherever they are
planted. The fences are all of the common -poft and fail, or of the an-~

gular kind. Thefe laft are made of rails about eight or nine feet long,
roughly fplit outsof trces, and placed horizontally above one another,
as the bars of 2 gate ; but each tier of rails, or gate as it were, inftead of
being on a firaight line with the one next to it, is put in a different di-
rection, fo as to form an angle fufficient to permit the ends of the rails
of one tier to reft fieadily on thofe of the next. As thefe fences, from
their ferpentine courfe, occupy at leaft fix times as much ground as a
common poft and rail fence, and require alfo a great deal more wood,

they are moflly laid afide whenever land and timber become objects of
importance, as they foon do in the neighbourhood of large towns.

The road to Baltimore is over the loweft of three floating bridges,
which have been thrown acrofs the river Schuylkill, in the neighbour-
hcod of Philadelphia. The view on. pafiing this river, which is about
two hundred and fifty yards wide, 15 beautiful. The bankson each fide
_are high, and for many miles above afford the moft delightful fituations
for villas. mvery elegant one, lzid out in the Englifh tafte, is feen on
paffing the river juft above the brxdﬂc. Adjoining to it are public gar-
dens, ard a houfe of entertainment, with feveral good rcoms, to which
the citizens/of Philadelphia refort in great numbers during the fummer

- feafon.

The

water/tranivericly, and chained together ; beams are then laid lengthways
L] . .

‘oatm'rb 1d"cs are formed of large trees, which are placed in the

upott thefe, and the whole boarded over, to render the way convenient
for pafflengers.  On each fide there is a railing. When very heavy car-
riages go acrofs thefe bridges, they fink a few inches below the furface of
tbe\wate 5 but the pafiage is by no means dangerous. They are kept -
i an c‘\n direCtion acrofs the river, by means of chains a and anchors in -
D2 different

"9'\ .



T

N\

20 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

different parts, and are alfo ftrongly fecured on both fhores.  Over that
part cf the river where the- channel lies, they are fo contrived thata
piece can be removed to allow veflels to pafs through. Thefe bridges
are frequently damaged, and fometimes entirely carried away, during
floods, at the breaking up of winter, efpecially if there happens to be
much ice floating in the river. To guard againft this, when danger is
apprehended and the flood does not come on too rapidly, they unfaften
all the chains by which the bridge is confined in its proper plaée, and

then let the whole float down with the ftream to a convenient part of the -

thore, where it can be hauled up and fecured.
The country, after pafiing the Schuylkill, is pleafingly diverfified thh
rifing grounds and woods, and. appears to be in a good ftate of cultiva-

tion. The firft town of any note which vou come to is Chefter, fifteen

miles from Philafielphia; this-town contains about fixty dwellings, and
is remarkable for being the place where the firit colonian aflembly fat.
From the neighbourhood of this town there is a very grand view of the
river Delaware.
~ About half a'mile before you come to Wilmington is Brandy-wme
River, remarkable for its mllls, no lefs than thirteen being built almoft
clofe to each other upon it. The water, juft above the bridge which
is thrown. over it, comes tumbling dowri with great violence over a bed
of rocks ; and feats, at a very trifling expenfe, could be made .for three
times the number of mills already built. Veffls carrying 1,000 bufhels

“of wheat can come clofe up to them, and by means of machinery
their cargoes are received. from, or delivered to them in a vefy expedi-

tious manner. Among the mills, fome are for flour, fome for fawing of
wood, and others for ftone. The improvements which have been made in
-the machinery of the flour mills in America are very great. The
chief of thefe confift in a new application of the fcrew, and the intro-
ducion of what are called clevators, the idea of which was evidently
“borrowed from the chain pump. The fcrew is made by fticking fmall
thin pieces of board, about three inches long and two wide, into a cy-
linder, fo as to form thc-fpiral line. This fcrew is placed in a horizontal
pofition, and by turning on its axis it forces wheat or flour from one
. ' end
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WILMINGTON. o1

end of a<rough to the other. For inflance, in the trcugh which re-
ceives the meal immediately coming from <«he itones, a fcrew of this
kind is placed, by which the meal is forced oz, to the dittance of fix or

- eight feet perhaps, into a refervoir; from thence, without acy mannal

Jabour, it is conveyed to the véry top of the miil by the elevators,
which confift of a number of fmall buckets of the fize of tez-cups, at-
tached t§a long band that goes round 2 wheel at the top, 2nd another
at the bottom of the mill. As the band revolves round the wheels,
thefe buckets dip into the refervoir of wheat or flour ‘below, and take
their loads up to the top, where they empty themfelves as they turn
round the upper wheel. The elevators are inclofed in fquare wooden
tubes, to prevent them from catching in any %hmg, and alfo to prevent
duft. By means of thefe two fimple contrivances no manual labour is
required from the moment the wheat is taken to the miil all it is con-
verted into flour, and ready to be packed, during the various. p'oceﬂ'cs
of fcrcenmg, grinding, fifting, &ec.

Wilmington is the capital of the ﬁate of Delaware, and contains
about fix hundred houfes, which are chiefly of brick. The ftreets are
laid out on a plan fomewhat, fimilar to that of Philadelphia. There is
nothing very interefting in this town, and the country round about it is

flat and infipid. Elkton, twenty-onc miles diftant from Wilmington,

‘and the firft town in Maryland, contzins about ninety indifferent houfes,
which are built without any regularity; it is a dirty difagreeable place.
In this neighbourhood I firft took notice of log-houfes; thofe which
I had hitherto feen having been built either of brick or flone, or elfe
 conftru&ed with wooden frames, theathed cn the outfide with boards.
‘The lcg-houfes are cheaper than -any others in a couniry where there
is abundance of wood, and generally are the firft that are erected on a
new fettiement in America. ‘The fides confift of trees juft fquared, and
placed horizontally one upon the other; the ends of the logs of one
fide. refting alternately on the ends of thofe of the adjvining fides, in
notches; the interftices between the logs are ftopped with ci:y ; and the
roof is covered with boards or with thingles, waich are imail pxccea of
wocd in the ﬂzape of flates or tiles, aud which are ufed for that purpofe,

~with
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a2 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

with a few exceptions, throughout America. Thefe habitations are not
very fightly, but when well built they are warm and comfortable, and
latt for a long time. : :
A confidérable quantity of wheat and Indian corn is raifed in this C
neighbourhcod, to the production of which the foil is favourable ; but }
the beft cultivated parts of the country are not feen from the road, .
which paffes chiefly over barren and hilly tralts, called “ridges.” The "
reafon for carrying the road over thefc is, becaufe it is found to laft -
~ longer than if carried over the fat part of the country, where the foil is c a
deep, a circumitance which the people of Maryland-always take into
confideration; for after a road is once cut, they never fake pains to keep
‘it in good repair. The roads in this-ftate are werfe than in any
one in the union; indeed fo very bad are they, that on going from
Elkton to the Sufquehannah ferry, the driver frequently had to cali
to the paffengers in the 1ta’rc, to lean out of the carrxacm firfl at one

fide, then at the other, to prevm* it from ovyrf.ttmv in the deep
ruts with which the road abounds: <« Now, gentlemen, to the right;”

upon which the pafengers all firetched their bodies half way out of the
carriage to balance it on that fide : ¢ Now, gcndcmsn, to thz left,” and
fo on. This was found abfolutely neceilary zt leaft a dozen times in
half the number of miles. Whenever thev attempt to mead thefe
‘roads,.it is élways by filling the ruts with fuplings or butnes, and cover-
ing them over with earth. This, however, is done only when there are
ficlds on each fide of the road. If the road runs contiguous to a wood,
then, inftead of mgndin g it where it is bad, they open a new paffage throagh
the trees, which they cail making a rcad. It is. very common in Mary-
land to fee ix or ftven different roads blanchmfr out from one, which
all lead to the f”ln\.‘Dl wce. A ftranger, before he is acquainted with

cmmeny

this circumfance, is frequently puzzled to know which he ought to
take. The dexterity with which the drivers of the ftages guide their

. horfes ‘along thefe new roads, which are full of ftumps of trees, is aito-
ﬁ}
itis more by the di Fhrent noifes which they make, than by their reins,

Y

that they manage their hories.

!

1fhng, vet to appearance they are the moft awkward drivers poilible;
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Charlefton ftands at a few miles diftance from Ellrt'u. n; there are
about twenty houlcs only in it, which are inhabited chi eﬂy by people

who carry on a herring fithery. Beyond it the country is much diver-

fified thh hill and dale, and the {oil bqn'f bat of an indificrent qua-
lity, the Jands arc fo little cleared, that in many parts the road winds
through uninterrepted woods for four or five miles together. The fcenzry
in this nc:ghbourhood is extremely .Interefting. ‘From the top of the
hills you meet with numberlefs bold and extenfive profpe‘h of the Che-
fapeak Bay and of the river Sufquchannah and fcarcely do you crofs a val-
ley without bchold'n'r in the depths of the wood the waters of jome little
creek or rivalet ruthing over ledzes of rock in'a beuutval cafeade,  The'
generality of Americans {tare with aftoaithment at a perfen who can
feel any delight at pa affing through fuch a country as' this. - To them
the ficht of 2 wheat field or a c;nﬂmﬂ g*“de'x woald convey pxeafare far
"rcatevr than that of the moft romantic wocdland views. They have an
unco"qucr’bl\, averfion to trees; and whanever a feLt’erﬁent 15 mag
they cut away all before them w;thouf mercy ; Tot one is fnnrc B a.l
ﬂta;c the fame fate, and are involved in the ‘T"'T ral havoe. It appears
frrenze, that in a country where the rays’ of the fun a& with.fuch pro-
dizious power,-lo'nc few tre es near the habitations thould not be fpared,
whefe feliage mr"'hu afford 2 ccoling fhade during thc'plrchx;zg heats of
fummer; and I have oftentimes expreffed my aftentfhiment that noae
were ever left for that nn*?ofs. In-anfiver I hive generally been told,

that they could not be left itanding near a 2 houle without danger. The.

trecs it feems in the American f refts haV° buta very {lender hold in the
ground, confidering their immenfe hexvht, {o that when two or three fully

grown are deprived of fhelter in confequence of the others which ftood
around them being cut-down; they are very apt to be levelled by the
firft florm that chances to blow. -This, however, would not be the cafe

with trees of a fmall growth, which might fafely be {pared, and which
would foon afford an agreeable thade if the Americans thought proper
to leave, them ftanding ; but the fac of the matter is, that from the face
of the country being entirely overfpread with trees, the eyes of the peo-
ple become fatiated with the fight of them. The ground cannot be

tilled,

v
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24  TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:.

tilled, nor can the inBaBitants fupport thcmfclvés, tll tliey are removed ;

they are looked upon as a nuifance, and the man that can cut down the
largeft number, and have the fields about his houfe moft clear of them,
is looked upon as the moft induftrious citizen, and the one that is making
the greateft improvements % in the country.

. Every ten or twelve miles upon this road there are taverns, which
are all built of ‘wood, and.much in the fame flile, with a porch in front

¢
the entire length of the hcufe. Few of thefe taveins have arnfigns,

‘and they are only to be ditinguithed from the other houfes by the
~ number of handbills pafted up on the walls near the door. They take
their name, not ftom ‘the fign, but from the perfon who keeps them, as
Jones’s, Brown’s, &c. &c. All of them z are kept ncarly in the fame man-
ner. Ateach houfe there are regular hours for breakfaft, dinner, and
fupper, and if a traveller arrives fomewhat before the time appointed for
any one of thefe, it is in vain to call for a feparate meal for himfelf;

he muft wait patiently - till the appointed hour, and then fit down with _

‘ . the other gueﬁs that may happen to be in- the houfe. Br@akfaﬁs are

bread cold falt meat, and, very commonlv beﬁdes, bccfﬁmks, fried ﬁih
- &c. &c+. The charge made for breakfaft is ncarly the fame as that

for dinner,

This part of Maryland abounds' with iron. ore, which is of a qaahtv
particularly well adapted for cafting. The ore is found inbanks fo near
the furface of the earth that there is never occafion to fink a fhaft to
get at ity Near Charlefton there is a fmall foundery for cannon. The
cannon are bored by water. As I paffed by, they were making twenty-

four pounders, two of which I was informed they finithed every weckd

The iron is extremely tough; very f;y» the zuns burft on being:

proved

RN ® I have heard of Americans landing on barren
-parts of the rorth weit coaft of lseland, and
evincing the greateft furprife and pleature at the
beauty and improved ftate of the country, « fo
« clear of trees!!”

4 The landlady always prcﬁ.‘!es at thc head

of the tzble 20 mzke :he tea, or 2 female fervant
attends for that purpeic 2t breakfaft a:d in the.
evenipgf and az mony averns in the country
the whole of the fami'y fit down to dioner
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The Sufquch:mnah river is crofied, cn the way to Baltinore, at a ferry
five miles above its entrance into the. Ch*(&pcak ‘The river is here

about a mile and quarter -wid¢, - and deép -enough for any veflels; the

banks are high and thickly wooded, and the fcencry is grand and
piltureique. A fmall town called Havre de Grace, which contaias
about foiiy houles, ftands on this river at the ferry. A petition was pre-
fented to congrefs the laft year to have it made a port of entry; but at
preient there is very littic trade carried on there. A feiw fhips are an-
nually built in the neighbourhood. Trom hence to Baltimeore the coun-

try is extremely poer ; the foil is of a y»x'm gravel mixed with clay, and’

the roads execrable. , ‘

Baltiimore is fuppoledto cont.nn about - ﬁx&wn thouf:nd inhabitants,

and though not the capital of the flate, is the largeft.town in Maryland,
3 P , geiedo

snd the moftmeenfderable place of trade in North Americagaficr Phiia-.

delphia and New York. - The: p];m of the town is fomewhat fimnilar to

tinat of Phxhddphm, moft of the ftreets croﬂm" each cther at right

angles. The main ftreet, which runs eaft and weft nea rly, is about eighty
fect wide; the others are from forty to fixty feet. The firsets zre not all
paved, fo that when it rains heavily they are rendercd almott 1mpaﬁlbic