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Drosso, Friday, Jiflie 22nd, 1889
= . - = } . 2 i
[. The fonrth annual meeting of the Grand River (North) Association
was held with the, Regular Baptist Church in Drumbo, on Friday and
aturday, June 2¥ud and 23rd, 1860
The congregation came together
ipuning scrmon was preached by the Rev.

B

w little before 11.0'clock,” whea the
Thos. L. Davidson, M. A. of

&t George. from Matthew XVI Chap., 18 and 19 Verses; And 1 say also

Wnto thee-that thou art Peter, &e. &e. &e.”

‘A ftor germon, the preacher of the worning was cleeted Modera
Doy, Wi, A, Caldwell, Clerk.
11, The Constitution and By-Laws were
L (2 copy not being forthcoming b
sssarity deferred till a later peviod of the day. ) ‘
1IL A Prudential Committee was clécted, the Tollowing Lrethren being
caid committtee. viz ; Revds, George Patton: and Blijah Clarke, witi
Deacons, Wi, Winter, —— Chatter=on, and C. Smith.’ /)‘
car and éxamine the circutar letter .
Yoy, Win. Hewson, M: A.und Rev Jan

forsand

then called for by the Moderatos
the moment,)®the reading wad

IV. A committee was clected 10
consisting of Rev. R. A Fﬁ'}c,‘l). D
{looper. : i

V. A commitfee on resolutions. ¢ husisting of Deacons Read Baker.and G
Ohittenden, with Revds, Wi, & Cq dwell, Jas. Cooper & -2 Burrie

VL. The letters from the churches were then ealled for and, procecded

Vil The Prudential Commitice reported in part, that 1st. Rev. Jas
Cooper preadh in the chapel then oceupicd by the Assiciution. at 4 0'cluek
«nd 2od. That a platform Miesionavy Meeting Ue held in the same place id

the evening in aid of the Baptist Missionary €onvention for Canada West

V11 Adjourned for dinoer at half-past twelve o'clock—Prayer
A_F'I‘ICRNO()N BERBION

I X. Resumed the reading of the letters at 2 o'clock p. i

X. Reading of the letters interrupted by the reading of the Constitation
and By-laws. ;

XI. Reading of letfers from churehes already in Association, conciuded

X1I. The church at Wilmot complained of the church at Bast Zorra for
receiving & member known by them & have been excluded from the former
«;hurch;nd were referred to Article No. 9 of the Congtitution, adviging
sich tocall & council of*sister churches if they could not_otherwise seitle
ihe difficulty. .

XIIL Tetters were read respec
hope and Howick rcgueatiug ad
joyiully grantcd.

tively from the churches of South East-
\iesion. to our Association, which waa



‘ ‘ 4
X1V, The Rev Messrs. Snyder and Hulbert, Eastora of the two churehes

aforesaid came /l‘orwnrd aud received the right hand of fellowship from the
Moderator.

XV. Visiting brethren and delegates from corresponding bodie:
. then invited to sit with the Association when the following wers uun
DELEGATES.

W. Hewson, M. A. from Niagara Association. »
Jas. Cooper, i - toan @
W. Haviland, | from Grand River A_outil.

H. Fiteh, from Western Association,
Jas. Cooper from Middlesex and Elgin.

VISITORS,

2ev. Jno, Cox, of Maryborough. . -
* J. Edwards, Agent of Grand Ligne Mission,

8§ Were
ounced

’
R0y,

VI At half-past four o’clock the

Rev. Jas Cooper preathed from
Ml and 15th “Iwill put enmity betw

cen thee and the womin &e- L ;
XVIL Committes on cirenlar reported in favonr of ru:\d/ing the ram»
when it was called for And read by the author, Rey, Anthony Seott, After
the resding thereof it was adopted by the Association, and ordered tn b+
rinted with the minutes, : ; .

KVIIL Prodential Committee reported furtber, 3rd, That a Prayer
Yiedting be held on Saturday morning at § o’clock,  4th, That buginess by '
rasumed at 9 o’clock for an hour, 5l That Dr. Fyfe preachat 10 o clock
th. That Rev. J. Edwards follow with an address on the Grand Liw

7th, That a cullcetion in favour thercof be

qme
taken after sail
1ddresa,
XIX: 6 o'clock, adjournad for an hour and a-half, prayerby brother W
Moore, : -
X

FRIDAY

S XK. Mlssionavy menir
i"rayer by Rev, Blijah €
- “illed tothe chair, st
wppliea the pulpitat B
Ihat this mecting 3 with the great strogele for liberty going on
a furope, and hails the same as a pledge that God will therehy open o
loor for the diffusion of Ilis glory by means of Christian Missions, 2ud.
The second resolution was moved by Rev. Wm. Iewson, M. A.. and
~ seconded by W. A. Caldwell, and Resolved, That the state of our Home
Misgion and the success of our agents in that ficld are causes of devout
gratitude to God. calling loudly on this meeting to pledge itself to renewed
“Fort in prayer and liberality {o support the same, = 8rd. The third resolu- *
tiow was moved hy Rev, Thos, L. Davidson M. A, and seconded by Rev
Hemasn Fiteh, and Rosolved, That the wants of this Province—mors
sp cinlly the new sottlements and remote townships, where the poor are
strupgling with-the dfilculiies incidental to new scltlers—demands the
areful utteltion of our churches in regions possessing greater wealth and
aore exteipive privileges of a religious nature, and loudly calls for increas
»d Tiberality in sustaining the Baptist Missionary Convention of Canada
Weat,  Collection at close of meeting $13.00, 2

EVENING SESSION.

¢ld in the evening commencing at 74 o'clock.
Wm. Winter, Lsq., Treasurer of Convention was
e lirst resolution was moved by Brother Cull,(who
rantford) and seconded by Rev, Dr, Fyfeand Resolved,
athizes

Is

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION.

I P
XXL Prayermeeting at 8 o’clock. Business commenced at 3 o’clock by
appointing the following delegates to corresponding Asrociations,

To Wasrery AssoctatioN,—Rev. E. Clarke, and Rev. T. L. Davidson,M.A.

\.)r\
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To Mippresex 4xp Broix AssoctarioN,—Rev. J, P. hlip. ‘and. the- ‘Rey.’
Gep. Patton.
o Graxp River (3outn),—Rev. J. Winterbotham, and the Rev. W. A,
ldwell. . -
/' To Nuagars Associatioy,—Rev. J, P. Ielip, and Mr. T, 8./8hentone
To Duraay Assdcrarioy,—Rev. T. L. Davidson, Rev. Geo. Patton, and
« the Rev.J, winterbotham. . ¥ T
XXII. The church at Farlton, (Esquesing) having warmly invited th
Associition, it was resolved to meet with that church in 1861
Rev: Gée Patton to preach the intréductory scrnon, Rev. Elijah Clarker
alternate. Uircular Letter to be writien by Rev. T. L. Davidson, alternate,
W.A. Caldwell. : ’ !
XXIIL. It being generally understood that the church at Penetangore
has lost its visibility, it.was droppeq from the Minutes.
XX1V. The Waterloo church having sent neither letters nor delegates,

% and it being reported that said church had embraced views not held by our

*_denomination, the following brethren were appointed to visit them at con-
venicnt times im,the cnsuing jear: Reve. K. A, Fyfe aud Geo, Patton,
with Rev. J. Winterbotham, and Rgve. T, L. Davidsou, with W. A
Caldwell. _ . - ‘

XXV. Prudential Committee reported finally, 8th, That this (Saturday)
afternoon b devoted to the pemaining busivess of « the Asgpcjation, | 9th.
That Rev. W, Hewson preach at Wolverton, on Salurday evenitg, apd st
Drumbo Village ou Sabbath morning, to be followed by Rev. J. Winter-
votham, and a collcction be taken for the convention. 10th: That Rev
W. Laviland preachin Drambo at 44 p. m., on Subbuth, aud that the Rev.
Heman Fiteh preuch at the old chapel (Blenheim 1st,) at 44 o’clock p. w,
on Sabbath. . '

XXVI It was moved by the ‘Rev. Jas. Cooper, and setonded by W
Winter, Ksqs, That this Association thinks it dosivable that 8 Genergh Con-*
vention be held at some convenient place to take mto consideration yarious
matters of public intersst concerning the denomination and that Holdimand
be the place of holding the same. Carried, ‘ '

XXVII, At 10.30 a. m. Rev. Dr. Fyfe, preached from Acts xxxiv. 16.
Herein do I excrcise myself to have always o conscience void of offence,
&c. He waas followed by Rev. J. Edwards who very feelingly presen.
ted the case of the Grand Ligne Mission; a collection was then taken for
the same. Amount $16.00. . i . 2

Adjourned with prayer till two o’clock.

b, BATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.—2 olclock.

Praycr by Dr. Fyfe. :

XXVIIL Discussion in reference to calling o general Convention, waa
brought up by the mederator and coucluded i favour thereef. Bee
minnte No: 26, , ‘ ;

XXIX;: {Fhe following resolutions were then put Seriatim' and earried
with yery few remarks.

1. Moved by the Rev. Wm. A. Caldwell, scconded by the Rev, James
Cooper, That this association haile with gratitude ty God the succees which

_ has 8o far attended the Canadian Literary lustitute aud looks forward to
its specdy opening under the auspices of Ly, I'yte wud the faculty connectes
with him, a8 a-pledge that the youth of vur d - amnution both male apd
female, a8 well a8 our aspirants to lives of mun.-&q(m\ lubor, will have
carelul, literary, moral, scientific, religious nud thevivgical trainlag w

thas
bica

Mt
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the t'mes imperatively demand while they regret that it labours at present
wnder considerable ewberrassment, and pledge themselves to give tor
ihemselves and families,—at leost, one shilling each tor esch and every
member thereot within the currcnt year, to aid in relieving iv of said debt,

1L Resolved that the traflic in slaves is an evil we deeply deplore ;- .

that it is caleulated to bring down the judgments of God upon those
nations implicated therein.—and that it s the duty of every friend of
Lumanity to testify against it.. . . - '

111, Moved by the Rev. Mr. Hulbert; seconded by the Rév. Mr. Clarke,
ind resolved. That the Association herehy expresses its general approvat
of the publications of the American Baptist publication Society aund
recommends Lo its friends lhe\uppurt thereof, by purcifgging such denom-

ational works us they muy require from (our esteemed and respected

Brother Mr. W, Cook) the bgent of b Sociely who “truvels inour
midat, : :

Y. Moved by, the Rev. Mr. Kord, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Currie,
Thnt we deeply Tegret the evils of intewperance as the source of much
poverty, sorrow, desolation and deirth. aud that we deem it to be the duty
i cyery lover of humanity to testify against it by giving bis own example
Of totpl abstineuee trom intoxieating drinks and pressing on our legisintury
the necessity of passing & prohibitory ligaor law ut its earliest meeting.

V. Moved l;y the Rev. Jas. Clm/;;ur. Q\:cnmdud by the Rev. Dr. Fyfe,
«and regiolved, That this Assogiation heartily approv.s of the portion of the
clergyregerves nct vig, 186h Vie. Cip.2 which declares it to be ** desirable

10 remove all semblance of caml:?clion between church and state,”” and hopes thas

the timé may soon come whtn the principle involved in the declaration
will be acted on. in all its integrity :—that, in the opivion of this
asaocintion, the grants made by the legislature from year to year, to
seetarian bodies, are in direct opposition to the prineiple that there should
he no connection between church and state :—that while this asseciation
would willingly aid every endeavour honestly made, to infuse a wise economy
iato the administration of all public funds, whether appropriuted to edu-
cational or other purposes—it cannot sympathize with the attach recently

* made by the Methodist Conference and a section of Presbyteriuns on the

National University, hecause il is evident that the main object of the
instigators was,—not simply the improvement of the institution in its
acho'astic and financial administratiop,—but, to obtain for the support ot
the Seetarian Colleges at Gobourgy and Kingston, some share of the
University endowment.

That this association rejoices in the failure of the attempt this made to
divert a portion of the University funds from their legitimate object and
turn such funds into sectarian channels, but regrets, nevertheless to learn
that the attacking parties have so far sueceeded in the main object of
their application to the legislature as to obtain out of the general appro-
oriation for educagion, additions to the-sums which they have hitherto
recéived, thus not only continuing but inoreasing the evil caused by
keeping & church or churches in any measure dependant on the state.
That this association sees no prospect of this evil being confined to its
present limits while such grants eontinue to be made in any shape what-
sver, to any sect for any purpose ; for having found the legisiature to
yield to importunity on one occasion, the craving for state support will be
creased and the demands enlarged ; f

That the only protection against such universal demands is to be found

imthe denial of any legislative assistance to any sectarian or denominwtionsl:

institution, thus ‘oarrying out in ite lnteglrit the expressed. wish of the
legislature when it determined to aboli edy in Capada all semblance of
donntotion between church and state ;

4
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That in the opinion of this association an attempt ought to be made to -

bring steength of parties hoiding these opiuions to bear on the legis-
latare, not only tor the purpose of preveating any appropristion of any

part of the aniversity endowment Lo s sect, but to obtain the abrogation of
all existing gre mh to Scetarian Colleges or for other sectarian or denomin
siontbrpurpos
hat therefore u petition to parliameal bs prepared embodying the
gpirit of these resolutions sud thak

Ruv. Thomas Lesslie Davidson, M. A. and Rev. Wm. A. Caldwell,
be a comm thee to dralt s petition and ke ciarge of the same both a3
respeots L8 cireulution for sicuature and ity ]M‘lw'uluLi')-x Lo parlisroént,

V. Moved by Hev, J. terbatham, seconded by u Winter,
That this Association herehy records its conviction of the sing excel-
letice of the Canadian Baptist sud its contidetce in the "whilities and zea!
ol ihs editdrs whi
hu(‘t‘hv

iends penerally of the LDaptisg cause, the duty of

people, uud nov as the wstrument of u

5 .t-)\)r it
hierarchy Lu b‘ =t \l tor

parpuse ol smothering free disdussion.

V1. Besotved, Thut Laviog  feard the statentents and ‘;':Hn aly
br othier Rev. J, Edwards iu suppdrt ol wise Grand "Ligie
. B. we gow coftliully recommend the sgent wnd his cause.
e operation and | l»»hm\ ol vur churchis, dud !Aw) 1 ourselves
Lue enterprise by out prayers uud contribulions.

XXX. Resolved that we do now adjourn to meet with the church in

Farlton; Esquesing, ou the tourth Friday iv Juue 1361 at 1o o'clock, A. M

aldwetl

Proyer snd beaediction by Rev, W A U

s ut the same timeito nnpum’ ol the members.
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aropped, 1. Clear dgcrease of membership. by deaths, exclugions, and;

removals, 34,

CHURCHES, OLERES,
AND THEIR
POST OFFICE ADDRESS.

WINISTERS AND MESSENGERS.,

ACTON :
T. J. Warden,

Acton,

ANCABTER :
Bilvester Misener,
Jerseyville,
Aancaster.
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Rev: A Beoth ..o\, .

Rev. Thomas L. David-
son. Deacons C. . Smith,
Auaron Patton, Benjamin

Wm.'W. Moove, (Lic)
Deacons E. Chatterson.
Peter Wilson, N.
Perry Menning.. .,

Heory Boedecker.. .. ..

tev, H. Snyder. Dea
con Leonhard Wilkers, G
Kalbfleich. . -

Rev. H. Qn\dw .
Weber, George l;oh

Rev. H. Sugder.,.
Deacon J' Osborne, John
Qregory.2.

No letter. Number re-
ported last year.....,...

Blair,

Lee|:

| Added by Letter,

| Restored.

| Baptised.
l Dismissed.

—

6

—

40,
27

Excluded.

Died.
| Total

[

Total. .

120 431

)
-3

B
S

97




4

LETTER,

olation (North) convened with
1860. By the Rev.

CIRCULAR

f'o the Churches of the Grand River Asso
the Church of Drumbo, June 22nd, and 23rd,
Anthony Scott, of Paris.

DeéAr BRETHREN ,— 1

We propose in this Circular Letter to call your attention to the dignity
of the Ministerial Office. The oaly apology we have to offer for calliug
vour attention to this suhject at this time is our dzep and growing convic-
tion of its importance, its intimate counection with our advancement as

« Denomination and what is far greater than denominational progperity

the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. We are quite rare

vou will agree with us in saying, that as a general rule the cha acter of
our churches will be determined by the character of our ministers. If vur
ministers are of a high order intellectually, morally, and spiritually, our
churches will partake of the same character, and vice versa. No one will
deny but that the ministry is a potent instrament for good or for evil, fu_
sccelerating or vetarding the cause of Christ among men. We have no
desive to elevate the Ministerial Office for the mere sake of the distinction

10 be gained for its“members. This has been done too often already.

Notions of false dignity are as common as they are pernicious. If we arey

at all desirous for distinction we should eeck to be distinguished for ou

devotedness to Christ, our gpirituality of mind, our purity of heart, an
our consistency of conduct. If this be our aim (though we may feel our
selves to-be very humble) we shall stand high in the estimation both ¢f\

(iod and man, The minister is to be an example to the flock over which

the Holy Ghost has made him the overseer, and it is all important that he

should duly ponder and sincerely consider the exhortation of the Apostle,

- Take heed therefore unto yourselves.”” With Paul we should be deeply

~olicitous in every movement through life to magnify our office.

/|
7L

1f there be dignity in onr profession it is right that it should be known
in order that we may endeavor to sustain it as we should, and that others
may be led to appreciate it as they should. The fact that it i right for
us 1o consider this subject becomes more striking when we reflect upon the
ovil that is Jikely to arise from its neglect. The man who is insensible to
the dignity of his own position will invariably act accordingly and thus
bring disgrace at once upon himself and his profession. No man can act
up tothe claims of his calling unless he knows what those claims are.
tow impoetant then that we should clearly understand the claims of our
culling. A right conception of the vast importance of the Christian
Ministry is essential to any great revival of religion, . The true minister of
Jesus Christ is the divinely appointed instrument of grace, the ambassador
of reconciliation, the messenger of the Lord of Hosts, the steward of the
nysteries of God, the watchman upon the walls of Zion, the herald of God'»
message, the leader of God’s army, and the shepherd of Christ’s flock.
When an individual is appointed by a digoified body to represent it
interests or wishes, his office partakes of the dignity of the body that
constituted it. The Gospel Ministry is appointed by God to represent
his interests, his wishes, to.make known his will, to preach his word. The
Office of the Ministry is stamped with the dignity of the Eternal himself.
He is the representative of no mean and obscure province in some remote
corner of the earth. . He is the representative of & world, yea of an eternal

world, “The ambassador of the skies holds his commission from no crowned,
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head which will one'duy be laid low in the dust of death ; from no govern
ment which time will at last destroy. He receives it directly from the
Monarch of the universe whose kingdom is from everhasting without
beginning and without end. If it is esteemed an honor to represent an
carthly monarch whose breath is in his nostrils, what honor is it to
represent Jehovah who is excellent in working, fearful in praises, continu-
ally doing wonders? If he who holds his commission from an earthly
potentate is esteemed in proportion to the dignity of the authority that
appointed him, what honor shall we agcord to him who holds his comm‘esion
from the King qf kings and thediord of lords? We must assign himon
position as far sni{erior to apg-Gther on earth as God is superior to earthly
powers and potentirbese—="

And while we hold it to be the duty of every man who has obtained
mercy of the Lord in the forgiveness of his sing, to make that blesced fact
known to others, and by every means in his power improve the talents
entrusted to him, we as firmly hold that no man has a right to take the
Office of the Ministry upon himself unless God has called him to it. Much
less do we believe that any man thus called has the right to leave his
calling for a mess of pottage. It is this kind of conduct on the part of the
professed ministers of Christ, that has tended in no small degree to lower
the ministry in the estimation of unconverted men, while on the other
hand it has done much to retard the progress of our churches. We doubt

.ot but at the judgment day many will have to give an account of this
‘)high-handed impiety. We envy not the wealth of those men who in order
to acquirg it have abandoned their calling, thus proclaiming their
dieloyalty/ to Christ, and leading men to conclude that the minisiry like
any othey' calling may be agsumed or resigned at pleasure. Rather than
do this #nd meet God’s fiery indignation, let our right hand forget its
cunping and our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth, If God has
calltd up to preach his Gospel and endowed us with a measure of ability to

_—do780, then we are under obligation to preach and nothing of a mercenary

characler can release us from our obligations, Nor should we seek to be
releaged from it when we consider the honor which Chiist has put upon us.
calling us by his grace, putting usinto the ministry. Think brethren of
the honor of being laborers together with God in thg work of saving a lost
world. Into what sublime companionship has the Imighty brought the

inisters of his Gospel ?  What angel enjoys this God-like distinction ? To
what seraph has he granted this privilege? We answer tono one. To
men. to men alone is the nobler task assigned, to proclaim * that God s
loved the world that he gave his only begolten ron that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 1t is upon
men alone that this transcendent dignity is conferred. It becomes us
brethren, to be humble and yet to be dignified.

And if the ministry is invesied with such dignity, we are sure you will
agree with us in saying, it is incumbent upon all men to remember it, and
know them for their work’s sake, “Know them which labor among you
and are over you in the Lord and esteem them very hi ghly for their work’s
sake,” ig the injunetion of the Apostle. * He that receiveth you receiveth:
me, and be that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me,” said the
Baviour. It is the duty of every man to listen to the winisters of Christ
respectfully, attentively, and prayerfully, bearing in mind that they are
divinely appointed messengers, and that whosoever neglects them neglects
the God who sent them. A1l men should remember that the voice of the
minister 8o far as he speaks the truth of God’s word {o them is equivalent
to the voice of God, and that when he faithfully instructs them, or calls
them to repentance, faith and obedience, it is as though God himself had.
fspokea :g them from heaven, The messenger is a man, but the message is
rom God,

&
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In connection with this we would add that it ie the duty of all who enjo¥
_the privileges of the ministry to sustain them in their work. * The
taborer” says God * is wortby of his hire.” His support is to be given hint
oot as a gratuity but as his just due. The same God calls them to the
ministry, and requires them to be faithful in it, also calle you to sustain
thend, and if you do not meet the obligation, and that fully and promptly
you are defrauding them and disobeying God, and by thus throwing
discouragements in the way of the Christian Ministry you are guilty of u
rmost dreadful and enormous sin. 1t is a fearful thing to stand in the way
of God’s purposes. When God calls bis ministers to the honorable and
glorious work of uniting with bim in the conversion of the world, he callg
you to sustain them in it. If you by neglecting your duty. prevent them
from doing their’s, the eall of God is made of none effect, his will is get at
. nought, his plans of operation are thwarted, and his declarative glory is
consequently diminiched. He works by means, not without them. His
pirit does not go before the word, but it is promired to accompany it.
How great then is the guilt of those who hinder the Gospel by retusing, to
;l(mtain its heralds? What must be the result of this contest with one's
aker?

In conclusion let us add it is not only your duty to sustain the ministry
by your means but also by your prayers for them at the throne of grace.
17 it is & sin to keep back the formers if it is wrong to withold the less it
ia wrong to withold fhe greater, If an inspired apostle said * brethren
pray for us” much more truly' and emphatically may those who make no
claim to inspiration say ** brethren pray for us.”” “ We speak ag unto wise

men, judge ye whad we eay.”’




