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MINUTES.
- b4 * r

Iirchbo, Friday, JjAe

I. The fourth annum meeting ot U» .(NcrtW .

1 e 22nd, 186A.

. /! '
! was held with they Regular Bantipt 

r | Satuvdav, June 2^ud and 23rd, i860. ... -,
The congregation came together u little before !Q ^

iipfiling sermon wag preached Ijr the Kev. 11m*. L. U»vid «, ’ ",
. I A. George, from M'àtthcw XVI Chap, 18 and 19 \ erses; And I eaj al..

1 unto thee-that, thou, art Peter, Ac. &c. &c.
After sermon, the preacher of the uioruing was 

îî-v. Wm. A. Caldwell, Clerk. , m , „ . .
, 11. The Constitution and lSy-Laws were then called foHr''the Mn'lejat.^ 
but (acopy riot being torthcdmmg ul t-ne moment,) the r alng 
neecasarilv deterred till a later period of the day. ,

lit. A Prudential Committee, was clt-ctcd, the following brethren seing S said eommltttee. viz : Uevdtu George Bat om and Llijah (dpihe. w.W
Beacons! Win. Winter.------Chatlemn, and U. Smith. y
\1V. A committee was elect?*TSSaear and «amino the circular leter . , 

' I consisting of Kev. It. A K||o,*l). D,W >V m. llewson, M. A.,, ud K.t.Ja

n

V t looted 'Moderator> and

i./

*■]

^ 'i

‘ ."vf a'committee on resolutions, ^.dsting of Bedcoû» Rea^lMerdind G 
1 l'bittcuden, with ttevds. Wra. ,\ Ciïdwell. Jas. t.oopei , y

Hum called for and, proceeded

V I
VI. The letters from the churches were 

, with until . [
I Vil. Tire Prudential Commise reporU <1 in l'f1’. Îhf;., ‘, é/oYlofck

VIII._Adjourned for dinner at half-past twelve o clock-Prayer 

___ AFTERNOON SESSION’.

IX. Resumed the reading of the letters at 2 o’clock p. im 
x Reading of the letters interrupted by the reading of the tom,tdn..on

tt"xi ^Reading of letters from churches already in Association, concluded*

memotr ano u J the (;0naiitution, advising
tTtXu a co'uncli of Sister churches if they could not. otherwise settle

'hVm°f eHers were read respectively from.the cherches of South East- 
bope andZick '/ueeling'admis.ion to'our Association, which was 

juyiully granted. *
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;«sattKK,r,srvtrcasx'ï'is
DELEGATES.

%*• f-Hewwn, If. A. from Nlagant Association. .

W.9 liaviUn'd, f frum Croud River South. ' A
it. Fitch, from Western Association. /" Ji“i- Cooper from Middlesex and Elgin. , •’ ' j

VISITORS. \

To Midmjmm 1ND 
Geo. Patton.

/To Gbasd River (' 
Caldwell.
/ To Niaoara Abso 

To Dunham Assdc 
. the Rev. J, tv inter!) 

XXII The chord 
Association, it was r 

Rev.Gce.Paltont 
alternate. Circular 1 
WgÀ. Caldwell.

XXIII. It being g 
has lost its visibility

XXIV. The Wate 
*■ and it being reijortg

denomination, the it 
veulent times iir.thi 
with Rev. J. Wmt 
Caldwell.

XXV. Prudential 
aftgpuoon bu devote 
That Rev. W, Hews 
Drum bo Village oti 
botliam, and a colle 
W. llavilaud preacl 
He man Fitch preucl 
on Sabbath.

XXVI. It was m 
Winter, Esq.*, That t

be held at so 
matters of public in 
bo the place of hold 

XXVII* At 10.30 
Herein do I excrete 
Ac. He was follow 
ted the case'of the ( 
the same. Amount 

Adjourned with ;

t . BATOR]

£

Bev. Juo. Cox. of Maryborough.
" J* Edwards, Agent of Grand Ligne Mission. '

avIi. Committee on.oireMlnr rewhen if WHS nailed for 'and road by CanthîÆ fol^W

SXKîtr “W ,he. “<•». -1 ordered
After 1 
to b ;

M^yS^ttnr ^
”lt^r°rV;,rr,hr Stl That nl.0Cl!>feptlha ffo’cTocf
y‘.‘- ThatRHV. J . Edwards follow With an address on the Grand Limn 
iddraa 'th- TLat a cuUtoUcn ui favour thereof bo taken after slid

itirir^' 6 ° C*0ck’ niljouni:li for un hour and a-half, prayer by brolher W
\

FRIDAY EVENING SESSION.
vention

^^^JSiS^SgSSSSKS1; Jat this meeting,sympathizes with the great struggle for liberty going
^ .wMUa,tt,TBratP,ed^ thllt God WiU thS/opl a 

Th°nà S ? °f 11,8 ?lory Q ueans of Christian Missions. 2nd.
• j0™4 ;° «t ™ was moved bv Rev. lYin. llcwsou M X aml

li«b nf >J, 'A- Gm"fl nntl «e^lvcd, That the state of our Horn
JK ude toGodT»mTi °u °seiît.9in ,1,nt «old are cause, of devuui gi atitude to God. calling loudly on this meeting to pledge itself to renewed

*!rt !" prayer and liberality to support the same. 3rd* The third résolu 
j. ''81’r"‘07d Tbos. L- Davidson, M. A„ and seconded by Rev
lteman iuh. and Ib solved. That the wants of this Frovince-mor

^tœïaïaf*Æï5 s

-;s r.X‘..S""' C-L"~ «c--*

xx.

on

Prayer by Dr. Fy 
XXVlII. Discos 

brought up by thi 
minute No. 2li.

XXIX. f be folk 
with very few remi 

I. Moved by the 
Cooper, That this a 
has so far attended 
its speedy opening 
with him, as a pled 
female, aa well as < 
carelul,literary,m

, SATURDAY MORNING SESSION.

To «'ttOTmx Association,-Rev. E. Clarke, and Rev. T. L. Davidson,M.A.

JA
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■Js. y
To Middlmm ind Eloin AaaecuTiox,—Bct. J, P. blip, and 

ej>. Patton.
,-To Grand River (Soütu),—Rcv. J. Winterbotham, and the Rev. W. A, 
Lldwell. *
To Nuoar# Association,—Rev. J. P. blip, and Mr. T. S. Bhentoae 
To DunmM Association,—Rev. T. L. Davidson, Rev. Oeo. Patton, and 

. the Rev.J, winterbotham. - ^ ' /
XXII. The church at Farlton, (Esqueeing) having warmly Invited the 

Association, it was resolved to meet with that church in 1861,*
Rev. Gdo, Patton to preach the introductory sermon, Rev. Elijah Clarke- 

alternate. Circular Letter to be written by Rev. T. L. Davidson, alternate,
W. Â. Caldwell.

XXili. It being generally understood that the church at Penetangoro 
has lost its visibility, it.was droppcÿ from the Minutes.

XXIV. The Waterloo church having sent neither letters nor delegates, 
x and it living reported that said church had c ça braced views not held by our

•. denomination, the following brethren were appointed to visit them at con
venient times in.the ensuing yettr : Revs. it. A. Pyle aud Geo. Patton, 
with Rev. J. Winterbotham, and Rgvs. T, L. Davidson, with W. A. 
Caldwell.

XXV. Prudential Committee reported finally, 8th. That this (Saturday) 
aftpruoon be devoted to tbe remaining busiuets oi ■ the Association. j 9th.
That Rev. W. llewson preach at Wolverton, on Saturday evenftig, and at 
lJrumbo Village ou Sabbath morning, to be followed by Rev. J. Winter 
botham, and a collection be taken for the convention, loth. That Rev 
W. 1 lav Hand preach in Drümbo at 44 p. in., on Sabbath, and,that the Rev. 
Homan Pitch preach at the old chapel (lilenheim 1st,) at, 44 o’clock p. in, 
on Sabbath.

XXVI. It was moved by the Ttcv. Jas. Cooper, and seconded by W 
Winter, Esq.-, That this Association thinks it desirable that a Gi-ntrql Con 
tuition be held at some convenient place to take into consideration various 
mattijrs of public interest concerning the denomination aud that Haldimacd 
bo the place of holding the same. Carried,

XXVII, At 10.30 a. in. Rev. Dr. Fyfe, preached from Acts xxxiv. 16 
Herein do T exercise myself to have always a conscience void of offence,
Ac. He was followed by Rev. J. Edwaeds w ho very feelingly presen
ted the caseof the Grand Ligne Mission ; a collection was thou, taken for / 
tire same. Amount $16.00. " '

Adjourned with prayer till two o’clock.
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l , SATURDAY AFTERNOON SES.SldN.-2 o’clock.

Prayer by Dr. Fyfe.
XXtflll. Discussion in reference to calling a general Convention, ws* 

brought up by the moderator and coud tided iu favour thereof. 8w 
minute No. 2b.

XXLX^The following resolutions 
with very few remarks.

I. Moved by the Rev. Wm. A. Caldwell, seconded by the Rev. Jamee 
Cooper, That this association hails with gratitude to God the success which 
has so far attended the Canadian Literary lu.-ulute aud looks forward to 
its speedy opening under the auspices ol Ur. Fyfe aud t he faculty connected 
with him, as a pledge that the youth of our d -a .munition both male and 
female, as well as ot*r aspirants to live» of mim.-N^ial labor, will t^ave that 
oaretul, literary, moral, scientific, religious ttnd uiswvgieal training whkh

were then put Seriatim and carried

at 9 o’clock by 
aliens.
. Davidson,M.A.

m
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the time* impemtivuly demand while they regret thaï it labours at present 
wmfcr considerable einberrnHsrneut, and pledge themselves to give lor 
ib« npelyes and I»milieu,-r-flf least, one shilling each tor each and every 
member thereof within the current year, to aid in relieving it vl said debt, 

il. Resolved that the traffic in «laves is an evil we deeply deplore > 1
that it is calculated to bring down the judgments of God upon those 
nations implicated therein.—and that it is the duty of every friend uf 
humanity to testily against it.. » . t °

III. Moved by the Hev. Mr. Hulbert; seconded by the Rév. Mr. Clarke, 
ind resolved. That the Association hereby expresses its general approval 
of the publications of the American baptist publication Society and 
recommends to its friends thekupport thereof, by purcl^ping such denoro-

ationaj works us they may require from (our esteemed and respected . 
brother Mr. Win. Cook) the 'agent of tindroociety who'travel# invar 
mid't.

IV. Moved by,the Rev. Mr. Ford, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Currie,
That wo deeply 'regret the evils of intempérance as the source otmu.cn 
poverty, sorrow, insolation and death..and that we deem it to be the duty ,
»i very lover of humanity to testify against it by giving bis oun example- 1. . 

oCtolfd abstinence from intoxicating drinks and pressing on our legislature . j 
Use necessity of passing a prohibitory liquor law at its earliest meeting.

Moved by the Rev. Jus. Cooper, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Fyfe, 
jflolved, That this Association heapcily upprovi 8 of the portion of the 

18Ui Vie. 1/ifO which declares it tu be “ dutiable 
to remove all semblance of connection between church and state'' and hopes than 
the .time may soon come when the principle involved in the declaration 
will lie acted tin- in all its Integrity that, in the opinion of this 
association, the grants made by the legislature from year to year, to 
sectarian bodies, are in direct opposition to the principle that there should, 
be no connection between church and «late ;~uhat while this association 
would willingly aid every endeavour honestly made, to infuse a wise economy 
into the administration of all public funds, whether appropriated to edu
cational or other purposes—it cannot sympathize with the attack recently 

■ made by the Methodist Conference and a section of Presbyterians on the 
National University, because it is evident that the main object of the 
i-istigators was.—not simply the improvement of the institution in its 
schematic and financial administration,—but. to obtain for the support ot 
the Sectarian Colleges at Cobourg and Kingston, some share of the 
University endowment.

That this association rejoices in the failure of the attempt thus made t-v.
-liverl a portion of the University funds from their legitimate object amt 
turn such funds into sectarian channels, but regrets, nevertheless to learn 
that the attacking parties have so far succeeded in the main object of 
their application to the legislature as to obtain out of the general appro
priation for education, additions to Uu^-sums which they have hitherto 
received, thus not only continuing but increasing the evil caused by 
keeping a church or churches in any measure dependaut on the state.
That this association sees no prospect of this evil being confined to its 
present limits while such grants continue to be made in any shape what
ever, to any sect for any purpose ; for having found the legislature to 
yield to importunity on one occasion, the craving for state support will be 
increased and the demands enlarged ;

That the only protection against such universal demands is to be found 
in the denial of any legislative assistance to any sectarian or denominai ion al 
institution, thus carrying out in its integrity the expressed 
legislature when it determined to abolished in Canada all i 
?onneotioa between church and state ;
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ibourkat present 
Ives to give tor

T’ist in the opinion of this a*8ociation an attempt ought tu be made to 
tiring the Htrenglh oi parties holding these opinions to bear on the legis
lature, not only tor the purpose of preventing any appropriation ot any 
pirt *>!’ the university endow men t to a sect, but to obtain the abrogation of 
all existing grants to Sectarian Colleges or for other sectarian or den out in 
ui.omtispurpOHes ;

That therefore a petition tu parliament be prepared embodying the 
tipirtl of these resolutions ami that

Her. Thomas Leslie Davidson, M. A. and lie»’. Win. A. Caldwe.ll, 
b* a comm ttee to draft Melt petition and take cl urge of the same both aj 
r-.-npectM ns circulait.m for hi «nature and its preaeutation to parliament.
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V. Mov<d by Rev. J. Winlerb.itham,, seconded by Deacon Winter,
'That this Associât Ion hereby records its conviction oi the increasing excel
lence of the Canadian Baptist and its confidence in the ‘abilities and zeal 
oi its ediiOvrt while, it wieucs ut the same time'to impress on the member* 
olv oik elm rebus, and .friends generally oi the Rnptisy cause, the duty of - 
supporting it, as< the organ of the people, and not as'the i liitrumerti of a 
hu'jgtchy tu b; Used lor tht^ purpose ol smotjiciitjg free discussion.

Resolved. That having fie-ird the Ktutenrenis and appeals <1 ojiî - ,
brother Rev. J,.Edwards ici support of 'tile .Swiss’ Liranil Tngnc .Mission 
C. R. vve now vofdia^y n euaimend the agent ui.d his Cause, to- tlv •

operation and libeValify ’'oi our churches, and pledge ourselves to aid 
the’ enterprise by oui prayers and contributions.

XXX. Resolved that wo do now adjourn to meet with the church iu 
Furltvtu Edquesing, on the fourth Friday in June i dtil at !ü o’clock, A. M.
Frayer anil benediction by Rev. Wm. A v'aidwclL
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CHERCHES, CLERKS, 
AND THEIR

TORT OFFICE ADDRESS.
«INISTEHS AND MESSENOERS.

Rev. W. P. Hazelton, 
T, J. Warden, Jerb.Warden, Deacon Win.

Acton. Warden.............................

Acton :

Rev. Elijah Clarke, l)oa- 
Silvester Misener, con Isaac Drake, William

Jerseyville, Cook.................................
Aocastcr.

Ancaster :

Brethcrn Robertson andBeverly :
John Westovcr, Uclptosh.. u 

Westover,
Beverly

Rev. G. Patton, Deacon 
John Maynard, J. Maynard, J. Herbert, R. 

Urumbo. Montgomery.W.C. Patton.
Deacon W. Winter, W.

Blenheim :

Brantford :
John P. Sutton, Moyle, Tbos. S. Sbenstone, 

Brantford. Tbos. Cull, Matthew Whit 
ham, Erastns Benedict. .. 
No delegates....................Cheltenham : 

Joseph Mountain, 
Cheltenham

Peel.
Rev. G. Patton, Rev. D. 

George N. Carrie, Carrey, Deacon J. Dickie, 
Wolverton. G. N. Currey, A. Currey.

Rev. Wm. A. Caldwell. 
’*%, Thomas Sbeldrlck, Deacon», Read Baker, and

Dundae. James Freed....................
Rev. J. Winterbotham...

Dcdmbo:

Ddndas :

Farlton :
Robert Atkinson, 

Hornby, 
Bsqnesmg.

TABLE OF STATISTICS.

Number of Chnrehes, 26. Ordained Ministers present, 12. Churches 
dropped, 1, Clear éçcrcaee of membership by deaths, exeluiions, and 
removals, 34.
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CHURCHES, CLERKS, 
AND THEIR

POST OFFICE ADDRESS.
MINI8TKR8 AND MKB3RNGER8.

Flamboko’ Rant, 
Loamrni Sutton.

Strabane.

Wm. Forsyth (Lie.) Jiuo 
Maddaugh, Jamea Win
grove................... ..............

No delegates................Gkohoktow'V :
K. F. Bessey, 

Georgetown. 
Ewquesiug

• Guelph :
Ho wick :

Matthew -Bathomy.
Howiek..................................

IIn.LHBURviH : I Deacon John Holt and
George Jfenidiavv, Jesse Smith,...................

Hillsbur-h.1

Rev. J. Olnrko.. 
ltev. \V\ llnlbert.

\1st rtsnxnniA :
No Clerk's name 

' to the letter

Rev. J, Ldip, Brethren 
Simpson and Butler.........

Rv. J. I.tlip................... 2nd Oxoxoaoa ;
So Clerk’s nnmo 

to the letter
r

Pin, :
Richard Travis. 

Glen Allen, Peel, 
Wellington Co

Rev. John I.aweon Dea
con Zebbs............................

PtRis : Brethren Buchan, Chill
Thomas N. Cyworth. endgn, Brown, and tb

Paris. Rev. A. Scolt.....................
Rev. Thomas L. David 

son. Deacons C. C. Smith. 
Aaron Patton, Benjamin 
liell.............. ............'

St. George :
Benjamin Bell,

St. George, 
Dumfries.

ITxion Church : 
Abraham VnnSIcklo, 

St. George, 
Dumfries. 

Berlin: (German).... 
South Easthope :

(German) Church.

Wm. W. Moore, (Lie) 
Deacons E. Chotterson. 
Peter Wilson, N. Lee
Perry Manning........ ..

Henry Bo-decker.........
Rev. H. Snyder. Dca 

con Leonhard Wilkeri, G
Kalbfleich...................... .

Rev. H. Snyder, U. 
Weber, George Rofe.......

Wh.not : (German) 
George Weber.

Wilmot
Woolwich :

(German) Church
Rev. H. Snyder.......

Deacon J Osborne, John 
Gregory........................

No letter. Number re
ported last year................

Zorra : (East)
T. Vv. Vamlecar, 

South Zorra.
WlTKIiLOO,

Wm. Tilt,
Blair.

Total........
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We propose in this Circular Letter to call your attention to the dignity g ^.nd while we hold 
of the Ministerial Office. The only apology we have to offer for calling 1 m of the Lord in
vour attention to this subject at this time is our d^ep and growing convie- | known to others, am
tion of its importance, its intimate connection with our advancement as | entrusted to him, we
h Denomination and what is far greater than denominational prosperity I 0ffice q( th(j
the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. We are quite sure | le88 we bedeve tj 
you will agree with us in saying, that as a general rule the. cba.acter or | calling for a mess of
our churches will bo determined by the character of our ministers. If uur | professed ministers o
ministers are of a high order intellectually, morally, and spiritually, our § tb0 lnjn|gtry jn the t
churches will partake of the same character, and vice versa. No one will -r. hand hag done muc
deny but that, the ministry is a potent instrument for good or tor evil,'UL/-a not bnt at the judgn 
accelerating or retarding the cause of Christ among mem We have no | -xhlghKhded impiety, 
desire to elevate the Ministerial Office for the mere sake of the distinction y jto acqUjr« ^ have
to be gained for its' members. This has been done too often already. 1 / disloyalty? to Christ,
Notions of false dignity are as common as they are pernicious. 11 we ary W otbJ/ calling mr 
at all desirous for distinction we should seek to be distinguished tor our /g do tb;g ^ud mcet qc 
devotedness to Christ, our spirituality ot mind, our purity of heart, amfl / g 
our consistency of conduct. If this be our aim (though we may feel ounf i 
selves to>lje very bumble) we shall stand high in the estimation both dfV i 
Cod and man. The minister is to be an example to the. flock over which. I 
the Holy Ghost has made him the overseer, and it is all important that lie xj| 
should duly ponder and sincerely consider the exhortation of the Aposfle, 1 

Take heed therefore unto yourselves.” With Paul we should be deeply g 
solicitous in every movement through life to magnify our office.

/
CIRCULA It LETTER,

To the Churches of the Grand River Association (North) convened with 
the Church of Drumbo, June 22nd, and 23rd, 1860. liy the Rev. 
Anthony Scott, of Paria.

Dkar Brethren,—
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If there be dignity in onr profession it is right that it should be known 
in order that we may endeavor to sustain it as we snould, and that others 
may be led to appreciate it as they should. Thu fact that it U right for 

to consider this subject becomes more striking when we reflect upon the 
evil that is likely to arise from its neglect. The man who is insensible to 
the dignity of his own position will invariably act accordingly and thue 
bring disgrace at once upon himself and his profession. No man can act 
up to the claims of his calling unless he knows what those claims are. 
How important then that we should clearly understand the claims of 
•ailing. A right conception of the vast importance of the Christian 
Ministry is essential to any'great revival of religion. The true minister of 
Jesus Christ is the divinely appointed instrument of grace, the ambassador 
vf reconciliation, the messenger of the Lord of Hosts, the steward of the 
mysteries of God, the watchman upon the walls of Zion, the herald of God s 
message, the leader of God’s army, and the shepherd of Christ’s flock- 
When an individual is appointed by a dignified body to represent its 
interests or wishes, his office partakes of the dignity of the body that 
constituted it. The Gospel Ministry is appointed by God to represent 
his interests, his wishes, to,make known his will, to preach his word. 1 h« 
Office of the Ministry is stamped with the dignity of the Eternal himself. 
He is the representative of no mean and obscure province in some remote 
■orner of the earth. He is the representative of a world, yea of an eternal 

world, ‘ The ambassador of the skies holds his commission f rom no crowned,
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head which will one day be laid low in the dust of death ; troin no govern’ 
meut which time, will at last destroy. Ho receives it directly from the 
Monarch of the universe whose kingdom is from everlasting without 
beginning and without end. If it is esteemed an honor to represent au 
earthly monarch whose breatli is in bis nostrils, what honor is it to 
represent Jehovah who is excellent in working, fearful in praises, continu
ally doing wonders? If he win holds his commission from on earth I v 
potentate is esteemed ill proportion to the dignity of the authority that 
appointed him, what honor shall we accord to him who holds his comm'seion 
from (he King of kings and tiuyLord of lords? We must assign hi mm 
position as far superior to a#ji*ffiber on earth as tied is superior to earth I v 
powers aud putentlltw^^ J
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And while we hold it to be the duty of every man who has obtained 
mercy of the Lord m the forgiveness of his sins, to make that blessed fact 
known to others, and by every means in his power improve the talents 
entrusted to lum, we as firmly hold that no mail has a right to take the 
Office of the Ministry upon himself unless God has culled him to it. Much 
less do we believe that any man thus called has the right to leave his 
calling for a mess of pottage. It is this kind of conduct on the part of the 

S professed ministers of Christ, that has tended in no small degree to lower 
the ministry in the estimation of unconverted men, while on the other 
hand it has done much to retard the progress of our churches. We doubt 

X not but at the judgment day many Will have to give an account of this 
Miigh-handed impiety. We envy not the wealth of those men who in order 

I /to acquire it have abandoned their calling, thus proclaiming their 
/ disloyalty/ to Christ, and leading men to conclude that the ministry like 

any other calling may be assumed or resigned at pleasure. Rather than 
do this and meet God’s fiery indignation, let our right hand forget its 
cunning and our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth. If God has 
caly;d us to preach his Gospel and endowed us with a measure of ability to 

- 'diyso, then we are under obligation to preach and nothing of a mercenary 
character can release us from our obligations. Nor should we seek to be 
released from it when we consider the honor whichChijst has put upon us. 
easing us by bis grace, putting us into the ministry. Think brethren of 
th/e honor of being laborers together with God in thu work of saving a lost, 
w;orld. Into what sublime companionship has the Almighty brought the 
^misters of his Gospel ? What angel enjoys this God-liKe distinction ? To 
what seraph has he granted this privilege ? We answer to no one. Tt 
men. to men alone is the nobler task assigned, to proclaim “ that God a. 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten sou that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” It is upon 
men alone that this transcendent dignity is conferred. It becomes us 
brethren, to be humble and yet to be dignified.

<4

And if the ministry is invested with such dignity, we are sure you will 
agree with us in saying, it is incumbent upon all men to remember it, and 
know them for their work’s sake. “ Know them which labor among you 
and are over you in the Lord and esteem them very highly for their work’s 
sake,” is the injunction oi the Apostle. 11 lie that receiveth you receiveth 
me, and be that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me,” said the - 
Saviour, It is the duty of every man to listen to the ministers of Christ 

pectfully, attentively, and prayerfully, bearing in mind that they arc 
divinely appointed messengers, and that whosoever neglects them neglects 
the God who sent them. All men should remember thnt the voice of the 
minister so far as he speaks the truth of God’s word to them is equivalent 
to the voice of God, and that when he faithfully instructs them, or calls 
them to repentance, faith and obedience, it is as though God himself had 
spoken to them from heaven, The messenger is a man, but the message is 
from God. °
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In connection with this we would add that it in the duty of all who enjoy 
the privileges of the ministry to sustain them in their work. *• The 
'laborer” saye God “ is worthy of hie hire.” His support is to be given hint 
not as a gratuity but ae hie just due. The same God calls them to the 
ministry, and requires them to be faithful in it, also calls yon to sustain 
thent, and if you do not meet the obligation, and that fully and promptly 
you are defrauding them and disobeying God, and by thus throwing 
discouragements in the way of the Christian Ministry you are guilty of a 
most dreadful and enormous sin. it is a fearful thing to stand in the way 
of God’s purposes. When God calls his ministers to the honorable and 
glorious work of uniting with him in the conversion of the world, he calls 
you to sustain them in it. If you by neglecting your duty, prevent them 
from doing their’s, the call of God is made of none effect, his will is set at 
nought, his plans of operation are thwarted, and his declarative glory is 
consequently diminished. He works by means, not without them. His 
Spirit does not go before the word, but it is promised to accompany it. 
How great then is the guilt of those who hinder the Gospel by retusiag to 
austain its heralds? What must be the result of this contest with one’s 
Maker?

In conclusion let us add It is not only your duty to sustain the ministry 
by your means but also by your prayers for them at the throne of grace. 
If it is a sin to keep back the former; if it is wrong to withold the less it 
is wrong to withold ,the greater. It an inspired apostle said “ brethren 
pray for us” much more truly and emphatically may those who make no 
claim to inspiration say “ brethren pray for tw.” " We speak as unlo wise 
men, judge ye what we say. ’
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