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OBSERVATIONS. &c.

LETTER 1.

;. '/.':

Hamilton, (ioRE, Feb. 1845.

Sir,—When a person enjoying from his

accidental position some degree of influ-

ence in the community is pleased to come
forward to propose and advocate a particu-

lar measure, without first consulting those

who are more immediately interested, and
not without the appearance of ostentation,

he may be fairly supposed to court rather

than to shun the fullest investigation into

his proceedings. It will not, therefore,

surprise you to find your letters of the

18th and 19th November, addressed to

the Rev. Dr. Cook and the Church Society

of the Diocese of Toronto, made the subject

of a few simple, but it is hoped, just and
candid remarks.

Had not great pains been taken to

promote the wide circulation of these

letters, and elicit favourable opinions as to

their object from various Journals, I do
not think that I should have felt disposed

to examine them minutely. And indeed
so long as their dissemination was confined

to this province, there appeared to me little

necc^gsity for criticising them; but when



they are fJBund iiii^aprtp^ ^\t^ ^Ihiov, and
mightily lauded by that good-natured
Editor, I was provokedto inquire whether
the proposal th^y eoflitafc b^ so very disin-

terested on the part of the Canada Compa-
ny as your pet newspapers have asserted

;

and whetheJ- 'the tw6 national Churches of

England and Scotland would be justified,

had they the power, in consigning their

property into the hands of a few merchants
in London, totally ignorant of this country,

and who must therefore of necessity hand
over the; trust to their Agents in tliis

Province, to be dealt with at their discre-

tion; and if under any circumstances it

was found advisable to intrust the only

public provision for their future mainte-

nance which these Churches can ever

expect, on what reasonable conditions and
restrictions i&uc^h an important ^ep should

be taken.

. It is well known that soon after the pas-

sing of the Act in 1840, for the sale of the

Clergy Reserves and the distribution of the

proceeds thereof, steps were taken by the

members of the Church of England to

produre the possession of the small portion

of their property w^hich the law had left

them. Accordingly, on the establishment

of the Church Society, a petition was
drawn up to the (lueen, and communica^

tionp opened with ^hisi Kirk of Scodand,
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a

requestinff that respectable body to co-

operate m the necessary proceedings, so

that each might have the sole control and
management oi its owii portion of the

Reserves. Various delays prevented

immediate action ; and the prospect that

the Church Society would soon acquire a

Charter of Incorporation, rendered it

expedient to postpone further proceedings

till such Charter should be obtained. ''

No sooner, however, had the Church
Society become a corporate body than a

public meeting was called, on the 21st

September, 1843, at which it was resolved

to petition the Government thatthe manage-
ment of the share of the Reserves allotted

to the Church of England might be given

in trust to the said Society.

Now I have reason to believe that the dis-

cussions held, and the steps prepared to be
taken by the Church Society on that occa-

sion, were not unknown to you,—nay, that

you were present at the meeting. Hence
I have a right to infer that what you heard
on that day suggested your scheme for

frustrating the object of the Society and
securing it to the Canada Company. You
say in your letter—" It has been respect-

fully submitted to me by influential parties

of every shade of political feeling,—and I

believe the subject has been urged on the

attention of the Governor General,—that

A3
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it would be highly cxfj^dieat; aa well 'dh

naoat advantageous to the Province, that

the administration 1 of the public lands

should be vested in ihe Canada Co^npany."

With the ridiculous flourish at the com-
mencement of this passage, respectiaag

" influential parties of every shade of jx)li-

tical feeling," we have nothing to do; but

what follows clearly implies that the

Governor General s attention was called

to the subject by you yourself; that the

proceedings of the Church Society sug-

gested to you the idea; and that you caused

offers to be made to the Government in

England, as well as here, on the part of

the Canada Company, to manage the

Clergy Reserves assigned to the two
Churches more cheaply than they could

do it themselves - '» m"^' ^ r*/'

V'

'If I am wrong in these inferences or

conjectures, it will be easy to refute me
by giving the dates of your letters to the

Pirectors of the Company, urging upon
tjiem the advantage of applying to Govern-

ment for the management of the public

lands ; and the time when you mentioned

the matter to the Governor General ; and
when His Excellency had despatches from

England calling his attention to the propo-

sals made by the Ca,nada Company in

Jiondon on th^ same* subject >.ytij ayaju^d

J,.
Now you must p^?mitn^ to putin words

CA
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what I believe everymemberofthe Churck
Society who haa given this matter consi-

deration thinks, viz.-Mihat your thus, inter-

meddling in our affairs is not only offensive

and injurious, but by no means creditable

either to you or the Company you repre-

sent. It is true, the blame rests chiefly

with you, because such a scheme, till

suggested by you, never could have entered
the heads of the Directors. Had you
written to the Church Society, stating your
willingness to take the management of the

Church lands, under its direction, so soon

as that Institution had obtained them from
Government, at a moderate per centage,

it would have been quite fair and honoura-

ble ; but to rush in between the Society

and Government, and intermeddle to

obstruct their schemes, and to make use of

the information which you obtained at

their meeting to prevent as far as you could

the object they were soliciting, places you
in a situation not very enviable, and reflects

no credit on the Company of which you are

the only organ at present in the Province.

In the common transactions of life, a man
who goes in an underhand manner to

undermine his neighbour, loses caste and
is universally condemned. And is it not

more odious to make use of your position

and accidental influence to frustrate the

reasonable expectationa of the Church
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Society ! I am told that you have had
the assurance to boast that Government
would^never give the Church the manage-
ment of her own property, and if so your
proceedings have not only been most offen-

sive but highly injurious ; for untilyou began
your manoeuvres there was every ground
for believing that our petition would be
readily granted. It is, however, so much
easier to break down than to build up, that

I shall not be surprised at your being able

to destroy our hopes without benefiting

yourself or your Company. At all events,

you may rest assured that open and plain

dealing is the best course to pursue ; or if

not yet convinced of this truth, because
success has attended some of your artful

manoeuvres, it will not be long before such
conviction arrives.

It would seem that the Canada Company
delighted in placing itself, when opportu-

nity offered, in opposition to the Church.
Its commencement began with an attempt

to purchase half the Clergy Reserves, and
it cost the friends of the Church no little

trouble to prevent the great sacrifice of

Church property which the contemplated

sale would have caused. Now again,

through your uncalled for intermeddlings,

the Church and Canada Company are

brought into collision. Not that you have
any chance of success; for considering the



m
unnatural influence which the Company
already pomesBe&y having more than one-

alivonth of the whole Province under it»

control, no government wotald be so com-
pletety insane as to add to such influence.

But although you cannot succeed, you can
throw serious obstacles in the way of our
success; and thus you do us great injury.

No sooner did your letters appear, than

all the journals honoured with your adver-

tisements came out in favour of your plan,

and could scarcely find words strong

enough to express their admiration of your
wonderful sagacity and profound wisdom in

suggesting so frugal a plan,—a plan which,

they aver, proved the vast comprehension
of yoUr mind, and the soundness of your
juagment, and what not. <^>'' ;qi >. j < ^

»^ I readily admit that any sort of man-
agement would be better than the pre-

sent, because it is not management but

waste. But the friends of the Church
are not deceived by your offer as to

cheapness. Your first feeler (for you
do much by feelers) sent abroad was,

that the Company expected fifteen per

cent, or something more than one-seventh

of the produce of the sales; and it was
contended that even at this cost- the

arrangement would be very beneficial to

ihe Church, for at present all is expended.

This we admit; but we cannot on that

H
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score agree to 'fifteen per cent. It was
soon found that such an amount of per
centage would not be granted; ibr it

was shrewdly remarked, that if the Ca-
nada Company were to get fifteen per

cent for managing the Clergy Reserves,

they might . double the salaries of all their

servants, and still manage their own lands

for nothing. Another feeler of ten per

cent was then thrown out, and with little

better success ; for it still grated upon the

ears of practical men as far too much.

—

This being perceived, it was contradicted

by your authority, and the rate of com-
mission is reserved as a mystery. But to

the friends of the Church it is no mystery

;

for they can get the business done at two
or perhaps two and a half per cent by
persons of equal integrity and of much
greater experience in such matters than

the Canada Company have in their em-
ployment. Hence your proposed arrange-
ment in regard to expense is a delusion,

although strongly recommended by cer-

tain journals; and they would have re-

commended it, had you proposed ninety

per cent, instead of fifteen^ rihohti^^ ,^ffis*

,:cltis said that attempts have been made
to influence some Members of Parliament

in your favour, who have a sort of hydro-

phobia towards Clergymen and Religion.

Such may be t}\e case ; and they may
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believe you and your iidvertisihg news-
papers, which declare that the Canada
Company, ofwhom we know nothing, ex-

cept through their Commissioners, is far

more worthy of trust than the Churrh
Society, comprising all the Clergy and the

most respectable of bur Laity, as regards

the Church of England, and all the Minis-

ters and Lay Elders of the Kirk of Scot-

land, which embrace the principal persons

of that respectable communion ; but this

will not be tHe belief of the inhabitants of

the Province. Nor need we fear the in-

fluence of those who, from their hatred of

religion, oppose every measure which tends
to its support, or the grovelling Editors

whose consciences vibrate with your ad;-

vertisements ; because they contend that

the two Commissioners, (respectable gen-

tlemen as they are allowed to be,) com-
parative strangers to the country, and
without any particular interest or con-

nexion in it, are more worthy to be trusted

with the property of the two National

Churches, than the Churches themselves;

for there are some things so utterly absurd

as to carry with them their own refutation,

and this is one : nor do the supporters of

such a preposterous arrangement believe

in its justice or wisdom themselves, but

some are actuated by a blind hatred to

religion and others by selfishness.
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The Naitional Churehas desire the man^
a,g^naeiit of th^ir re^peqtive portion* of di^

Iteservea, )i?e^,9.u^^ they coiwWer eteftng^ite

inps^pable of disponing of the triiiat in%he
most b^nefiqialw^nper for th^ purpose* for

whiqh the prQp^Tf^y was fir«t givep by the

pious King George the Thifd of Wewed
memory. Thes^ Churches qon3ideiPthem^
selves more conipetent th^tn £i,ny two indiff

ferent persons to decide upon proper sites

Sjt Churches and burial-rgrpunds find smill

endowments, that parishes ^ay be mi^e
permanent, ^-nd the ministrations of relir

giqn secured to the inhabitai^ts thereof

uirough future generations. The bugbeftr

tha-t such insignificant appyoprifttionst ftU

ofwhich undpr actual inaproyement, would
impede settlements, like other absurdities

which have no weight but during times ^
agitation, hs^s passed away. It was indeed
never ]>elieyed; but it ajosw^qd ita pur-
pose, when the pas^i^ns of unrq^isoning

men were rousqd against the Cl^gy Jfcer

serves; but it is tpo ridiculous to ;5idn?it of

repetition, jnore especially <mi the vi^ry

si?aaH scale for whiqh the Churches cqji-

u, It wQuld nq doubt be very gr^itifyinigto

yon, and perhsip^ to th^ C^wAdq- Qompftny,

^receive thp Bi^bpp of tie JHckiesearid

the .]\Ipfierei,tprof the Syiipd i?i Ae qbftr-

acter of s\ipp%^, no^Wpi hufiSlbte ^^pi^i^



i3

<;ationt6 you for your influencein procuring

a site for a Church or burial-ground, or

glebC; out of theirown land'j and requesting

you to tecommend it for favourable consi-

deration. ' .1 M fiM'uu// 7i\>\ma:^A':

But were there no objection to the plan

you propose on the score of expense, or

because it deprives the Churches of the

power which they ought to possess over the

disposition of their owii property for the

best advantage of religion, I should protest

against iton accountof your present vicious

management, so diflferent from what it

has formerly been,—^a management which
only requires to be brought clearly be-

fore the public to excite universal indigna-
iiiiHt .»i ff ijj

tion.

The experienceofmany centuries shews
that the Church has «ver been a lenient

landlord, and that she seeks not to extract

the last farthing as you are doing ; nor

could she countenance your present grind-

ing mode of disposing of her lands, adopted
in an evil hour by the Canada Company
at your suggestion.

But in order to understand this matter
fully, it appears necessary to go back a
little to the origin and history of tLe

Canada Company ; for though to you and
to many this may appear superfluous, yet
such information, brief as it mur.t be, will

be found in sonie measure new to the

B
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Hamiltopj, GoRjp^ Feb., 1845.

* Sjk^,T-rThie Canada Cqpipany owes itsis

ex^istei^je to the late John Gait, Esq., a

gentjeinian well kifiown for his literairy

^pqui^ements and the pleas^re which hiS;

mapy valuable 9aid eqtertaining pii,bli<5atiops.

h^ix^ conferred upon all who spea.k the,

English language. He was a man of deep
thought and much discernment, and acted

for himself wi^h a boldness, independeniCe

ai^4 ^6^gy» which are not often found

associated with eminence in literature.

Were this the proper place, it would be an

easy 9tS well aa a pleasing task, to she^^vf

that Mr. GaLt was not only a shrewd obser-

ver of men and manners, but that he could

ape^k strongly tp> the feelings as well a^the

i^ndefsta^iding. Uf^t^f' ii r/v i! II-?!'

In e^-rly life he had been accustonaedj tP

v](i,exc^j^\^_ business, and having trav<P!ljj4'

nf^^ph, bf^d ip;iproved his natural s^^^city

^y fexp^fi^n^j^, a^4 b^ aqquirefi BfV^m

H
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W6t\A thm ebfftifnoiily felk lb ^he ^haffe' bj*

ttt^lSary men.—These! adt^ritages fettAfelteA

y!m ih hia popular Novi^ls 16 adbrh iahd

feoftett his stciri'^s with iiiahy ekqliisite

touches of unexpected tenderness and sim-

ple pathos, and to ^nUven them with Midh
sly humour and gre^-t truth of natiire.

Atid if he sometimes carried his description

a little too far, the fault was more than

redeemed by the natural good sense, taste,

and kind feelings exhibited in his principal

characters.
'

Such was Mr. Gait, a gentleman of

uftquestionable ability and experiencie, >Vho

had been long before the British public ias

&,h entertaining and favourite writer, when
he conceived the design of forming a Com-
pany in London^ for purchasing, improving,

settling, ^hd disposing of lands and 6thel*

jproperty in Uppet- Canada. Being Wdl
known in the City from his forhier doih-

iftiet'cial pursuits, and deemed a tiian of

good judgrtieht dnd practifcAl talents, h6
found little difficulty in associating with

himself a sufficient number of resp6ctab!ie

iiierchants and others ih this enterptisi^.

Histving formed themSeilves into a Cotiipkiiy

fend sabscribed a million sterling, thby

opened negotiAtiorii^ in 1824 With the late

Lol-d Bathufsti His Majesty'ii Prini^ipttl

gecretttry of" 8t(a,te for the Gotoies^ tb

pUtehase ^11 IM lands in Upper G^iitda
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known by the names of Crown and Clergy
Reserves. The scheme having been
favourably entertained by Government, an
Act passed on the 27th June, 1825, entitled
" An Act to enable His Majesty to grant

to a Company to be incorporated by Royal
Charter, certain Lands in the Province of

Upper Canada, and to invest the said

Company with certain powers and privi-

leges, and for other purposes relating

thereto." In August, 1826, the Charter

incorporating the Company was issued by
die Crown.
In the mean time, Commissioners had

been sent out to Canada West to value the

lands, and objections having been made to

the sale of the Clergy Reserves on account

of the lowness of the valuation, they were
withdrawn, and the Huron District of

elevenhundred thousand acres was granted

in lieu thereof. . . ,.' , I ••?// M »«• t i'l ' ./ t 1
' ^ )\ .'It 1

. • ^
, / ' . •

. . .

Without entering into details it may
suffice to remark that the whole purchase

made by the Company from the Govern-
ment was about two and a half millions of

acres, at the low price of tLree shillings

and sixpence, currency, per acre, except

about two hundred and seventy thousand

acres, bestowed by Government as a gift

for givir^ up the Clergy Reserves. The
lands, therefore, actually paid for consisted

only pf 2,213^843 acres, nor was the vaiua-
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lion paid at once 5 on the dOnttai*y, it #"**

spread over a period 01 sixteen year^, and
bore no interest. So that in truth the thtee

shillings and sixpence per acre, thKs pay-

able in sixteen annual instalments without

interest, was scarcely worth, in ready

money, one shilling and tenpence currency;

and this may be considered thesum actually

paid for their lands per acre by the Canada
Company,—a very advantageous bai'gain

certainly, and such as would enable th6

Company, if so inclined, to dispose of their

lands to Settlers on the most reasonable

terms. Moreover, the instalments paid by
the Company to Government annti^lly

during the sixteen years, did not amOiint to

the Interest at six per cent, on the valH.!^-*

tionof three shillings and sixpence peraCre.

So that the Company have in fact paid no
capital, but something less than the interest

on the value of lands ascertained i^Xtieeri

years ago.

To render all this plainer,—suppose a

settler to purchase a farm of two hundred
acres, at three shillings and sixpence per

acre, and to be allowed his t)eed ^t the

expiration of sixteen years, 6n condition of

paying annually the interest on the ptir-

chase money. Now 200 acres at 3s. 6d.

amount to £35, the interest of which at

six per cent. £2 2s., and fof the sixtjeen

yea«rs £33 12s., or actuary less thsin tlie

B3
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land was valued at sixteen years before;

viz. X35. Stich were the easy terms upon
which the CanadaCompany acquired their

great property in this Province.

All necessary arrangements with the

Home Government having been at length

completed, Mr. Gait was sent out to Canada
as the first Commissioner, early in 1827, to

commence operations. From Mr. Gait's

arrival to the present time, tlie history of

the Company divides itself into three dif-

ferent periods.—1st. The management of

John Gait, Esquire. 2nd. The manage-
ment of the Hon. William Allan and
Thomas Mercer Jones, Esquire. 3rd.

The management of Thomas Mercer Jones
and Frederick Widder, Esquires.

.^ .1. The management of John Gait, Esq.

On Mr. Gait's arrival in 1827 to take

charge of the affairs of the Company, he-

had many difficulties to remove and many
intricate arrangements to make before he
could proceed to dispose of any consider-

able portion of the lands. He had also to-

frame and adopt a system of improvement
to induce settlers to take up lands so far

from the cultivated parts of the Province,

and to take measures to turn the stream of

emigration from the United States to Upper
Canada. .

:s:.,,..;...^.~.:. .,J| _^f:Vr^> ^^'r*'-^**'^^

In all these he made some progress ; but

the shortness of his period of service pre-
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vented him from bringing any of them to

maturity. What he did indicated a bold-

ness of enterprise and comprehensiveness
ofconception, which left little more to those

who succeeded, than to fill up the outline.

He opened a magnificent road from the

old settlements to the township of Guelph.

Here he laid out a town of the same name,
and built ofl^ces for the transaction of the

Company's business. He procured the

survey of the Huron Tract, and crused a

sleigh-road to be made from Guelph to

Goderich, at the mouth of the river Mait-

land, on Lake Huron. In all his labours

he was cheered and assisted by Dr. Dunlop,

the Warden of the Forests, whose literary

talents and original character made him
an associate worthy of the Commissioner.

They were, it is believed, old friends, and
came from the same neighbourhood in

Scotland. But be this as it may, the good-

natured witty Doctor still lives, and is too

well and favourably known for me to pre-

sume to hazard an encomium on his merits.

I am nevertheless pleased to find that he
is at length assuming that high place in the

Legislature which his abilities will always

enable him to maintain, should he discharge

somewhat of his indolence, and be a little

more economical of the horn. ' '^ '^^ i -^ >*/.

t^ Notwithstanding his incessant, and, I

may say, useful and brilliant exertions, Mr.'
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Gait's ftiOLHagement was on the whole un-
fortunate, and this chiefly from circum-

stances over which he had little or no con-

trol. At first, as might have been expect-

ed, all was outlay and nothing was coming
iatkf After this had continued for some
time, the Directors, entirely ignorant of

the proper Way of preparing wild lands

for settlement, became alarmed, and began
to think that Mr. Gait was visionary and
extravagant, and would ruin them in ex-

penses. Unluckily for the Commissioner, he
got into a disagreeable correspondence with

the Colonial Government, which had an
unfavourable effect on his interests at St
Helen's Place, and so tired were the Com-
pany of their bargain that they thought of

throwing it up even at a serious loss.

—

Under these gloomy circumstances the

Commissioner was hastily recalled, and the

reception he met with from the Directors

was by no means gracious. Fortunately

for the Company they determined to per-

severe, and so far have proceeded, with
wonderful success. It is, however, pain-«

ful to record, that Mr. Gait, who planned
the whole, and lived lonor enough to see hid

scheme m prosperous operation, should not

have been made in some degree a par-

taker of the benefits he had created, and
that his valuable services, of which the

Gottnpany were and are enjoying th© ri«hi

:," •
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fruits, should have been altogether forgot-

ten. He was also at this time an invalid

and in distress* Surely the Directors and
Stockholders, when they clearly saw the

certainty of the immense gains which must
be the result of their association, ought to

have made a handsome provision for its

original projector, to whom they owe
everything, while he was yet alive, and
for his family after his departure. Had
five hundred or a thousand pounds a-year

been given to Mr. Gait while he lived or

continued to his widow to enable her to

bring up her children, it would have done
honour to the Canada Company, and yet

have been nothing in comparison to the

hundreds of thousands which Mr. Gait's

labours are yielding; but as Hume some-
where says, bodies of men and Corpora-

tions have no hearts. •
.

'» !•: ' «•
<

i'^. *

*

2. On tiie return of Mr. Gait to Eng-
land, Thomas Mercer Jones, Esq., was
sent out, (for we speak not of a Mr. Smith,

who came out and returned) and assumed
the more active duties of management.

—

With him the Company associated the

Hon. William AUaii, a gentleman well

known in the Province, and whose name
carried with it confidence and the guaran-

tee of just and honourable dealingv >

tj. The Corftmissiosners managed the affairs

^t the Company fojr mqx^ than ten years
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with the rttost gratifying ^iicdf^. Th^y
lire both men of sound juaglnent, Ifttid what
Vvas at first wanting ifi exjmrience on the

j)art of the younger Commissioner wa^
amply supplied by Mh Allan's intimate

ac(juaintance with the whole Province

from its most early settlement. The new
Commissioners were also practical men,
and wholly devoted to their duties. They
began immediately to difl'use throughout

the United Kingdom and the Continent of

Europe correct information respecting the

Province and its vast capabilities, and more
especially the certain and solid advantages

which it offered to the industrious and la-

bouring poor. To emigrants they gav^
every possible encoui'agement. They
stationed Agents at the Ports of Quebec
and New York, to give information tb

emigrants on their landing, and to protect

them as far as possible against being de-

ceived, or diverted from theii* original

destination through the interested repre-*

Mentations of individuals ; and to such as

wished to become their settlers free pass-

ages were given from the ports t6 the

head of Lake Ontario, and sometimes to

their settlements.- •'•^'^'^^'^ ^^ ^*' o'//' >j>i

In regard to settlements, their chief en-

ergies were directed to the Huron Tract;

because little or nothing could be done in

the way of improvement to the detached
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QxQvrn Uea^rv^», Good foads weire cot;-

stiructetl (rowi osu^ end qF the tract U^ the

Q^^r ; ipeans of couveyaoice jxrovided

;

q;x}A vaillfi erected fpr tl>e convenience ot

tJwJ growing jnxpulatioB. A harbour was
co^8tructed at the iriouth of the river Mait-
laiid^ on lake Huron, where the town of
Goderich i» laid out; a steam-boat was
built to run between Buffalo and Goderich,

and since its loss, arrangements have been
made for a steam-boat to call weekly at

Goderich, for the accommodation of emi-

grants and the purposes of commerce.

—

rhese and many other improvements and
facilities were skilfully and judiciously

planned and arranged, and although at^

teiided with considerable expense, it has

been abundantly repaid by the rapidity of

settlement which it nas occasioned. The
Huron Tract may be pronounced the most
successful specimei^ of rapid settlement

which North America has yet produced,

and all owing to the wise exertions of the

Commissioners, who neither spared labour

nor expense in its accomplishment.

In this country wild lands may be con-

sidered raw material, and unless son. hing

is doiie to prepare them for cultivation,

th^y remain on ha»d unsaleable and use^

less. Had the; Canada Cooiipany done

nothing fcir feh^ Huron T'T^nGi it would still

be ^ wilderness : had their improvements
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been partial/their settlements vvi-otiU h^ve
continued triflin*^ and their lands low in

prue. The haioour, for instance, made
at Goderich, which may have cost the

Company a few thousand pounds, has

raised the value of their lands by at least

half a dollar per acre twenty miles round;^

Lven under the most favourable circum-

stances, a township given out by Govern-
ment as it was wont to be done, and on
which no other improvenient was made
but what the poor settlers did themselvp %

would not be in the same state of prospe-

rity or value in twenty years that one of

the Company's townships would be in

seven. The money, therefore, judiciously

laid out in improving a tract of wild land

is always returned fourfold. The Huron
Tract has had forty or fifty thousand

pounds laid out on it, and all the land

which has become readily accessible has'

risen from a nominal value of two shillings

and six-pence to ten and fifteen shillings

per acre; and were the improvements
extended into the still wild parts of the

tract, they would repay the Company in

the same proportion by increasing the

value of the land. Thus in the State ot

New York much worse lands, because

easily accessible by tolerable rotds, are'*

selling: at four and five pounds per acre. '

During their rnanagJtnent, die Oomnris-^
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^doners published at different times statis-

. lical tables, of great value and importance,

. proving the Wonderful progress of various

settlements throughout the tract ; and in

order that these statements might make a

more lasting impression and be distinctly

understood, they gave lists of individuals

by name, vv^hose advancement in all that

concerns comfort and even in vt^ealth

shewed what honest industry, when en-

couraged by fair and honourable treat-

ment, can accomplish. The Commission-

ers in many other respects attended to the

wants and feelings of their settlers. They
facilitated their correspondence with their

friends and relatives at home : they trans-

' mitted their little savings to bring out their

kins-people or acquaintances, and became
to them friends and protectors. The ris-

ing and prosperous towns of Guelph and
Goderich; the general aspect of the Huron

. District; the goodness of the lands, the fine

appearance of the farms : the ease and
comfort of the more early settlers affords

the most satisfactory evidence of the judi-

cious and prudent management adopted
by the Commissioners during this period.

On the whole their management may be
characterized as distinguished for extensive

and skilful improvements rapidity of set-

tlement, and a remarkable increase of real

wealth to the Company in the value of
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Ami laiid and «ii ftttockmemiof iliefel^^
6om:dttS invariable attention and kindness

dbey bad peceived firam tbe Gomiiniasionevs.

iT^i#uv :I bave the iKMiKNir to be, Sir« i'}^

> iJTii^iAi iii^f.i &C. ^&C. &C. .b-u>

^^?FjRaEiDlSRICK WiDDBR, Esq. . A^fnymohmi

liHii liii yi '.} i\'^yA-

LETTER m. t i I

'Hamilton, Gore, Feb. aS45.

Sir,—-It is not easy to divine why the

'Dii^ctors of the Canada Company, amidst

a course of such growing prosperity, should

have in any manner disturbed the man-
^a^ment The system of settling the

Huron Tract was complete in all its

arrangements, and in full operation; and
the Conunissioners had much less to do
than formerly, having -overcome almost

every obstacle in their way; and yet a
Jthird is added to their number. Such a

.proceeding on the part of the Directors it

is difficult to explain, except indeed by
supposing that they had a dependent to

ibe ^provided for, and if there was nc regu-

lar opening one must be made. -
^"^'" -^^

'

c, On your arrival in 1839 you found every

dung in the most excellent condition, ana
\ Jhttle%en)ployment for a third Commission-

i#rj>. iiHowever, a divisionof labour became

%
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tmteBsnrj^; and the office' at Toronlt^

wkieh was; consigned' to you and Mil Allaii,

embraced the moTe simple and easy poftion

of the Company's business. The move
ardiAOus task of still extending the settile-

ments in the Huron Tract was it appears^

received by Mr. Jones as his share of the

labour ; not only, I presume, because he
wished to complete what had been so long

under his care, but because it was a
labour that no stranger could satisfactorily

conduct.- '.
'^ ''.;! ' . ''r:'^ -n; ]^^ ;v ••.

The affairs of the Company being ia

the best possible order, no alteration in the

management seemed desirable or expe-
dient. For some time, therefore, matters

went on as usual, if we except on your
part that coquetting with the newspapers,

which began soon after your entrance

into office, and which has gone on increas-

ing to the present day.

To a person of your disposition, so

anxious for notoriety ana cso prone to

scheming and manoeuvring, this heakhy
state of things was by no means agreeable,

—no faults to find, no amendments possible,

might have provoked even a stronger mind
than your*s. Something, however, must
be done ; some stroke of policy to render
you conspcuous and ingratiate you with

the Directors^ But bow ! Mr. Allan wan
an enemy to unnecessary change; he haA

C2

't
i
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little confidence in the judgment of a maii^

who hkd no experience in the country, and
who might be a very good clerk in the

counting-house, and yet by no means
quaHfied to conduct the complicated affairs

of the Company, or improve a manage-
ment which had demonstrated its excel-

lence by many years' experience. The
first step, therefore, was to get rid of Mr,
Allan : he was a great incumbrance upon
you. So long as he shared with you the

duties of the office, he had full access to

all that was goii)g forward, and would
suffer no alteration except for the better

:

he was also too well acquainted with the

country and what ought to be done by the

Company for their own interests and
honour, and too practical to admit of

hazardous experiments. Moreover, he
was of stern and unbending integrity, and
ready to refute any representations made
to the Directors unless they were fair and
honourable. Nothing could be done after

your own heart while such a colleague

remained ; he must, therefore, be removed.

How this was brought about I know not

;

but certain it is that Mr. Allan soon saw
quite enough of your wishes, if not of your
proceedings, to convince him that you could

not proceed harmoniously together, and at

his advanced period of life it wac iiot worth

his while to live in contention. He there-
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lore thought it better to retire, ailnd in a
short time sent in his resignation, which
wad graciously accepted, j //. . !

..., >, . i i

^

This was a great movement in your
behalf, and it was also a saving, and you
had the sagacity to know that the certain

road to the favour of the Directors was to

diminish the annual expense '^f existing

establishments and outlays on improve-

ments. On both these points you have
laboured without intermission, till you have
made the Directors as great enemies to

advantageous improvements as you are

yourself. Now so far as stopping works
necQa^ary for promoting settlements, such
as opening roads, building mills, &c. &c.,

I have nothir^ to say, because the loss will

fall heavily on the Company, and they can
bear it. At ^the same time I may be
allowed to remark that the judicious im-

provement of your wild lands so as to

prepare them for comfortable settlement is

infinitely for the benefit of the Proprietors,

who will realize fourfold the cost of the

improvement in the increased value of the

land ; and it is their duty, and the only

way by which they have as yet indirectly

benefitted the Provirce. Nor will the

Directors always continue so obtuse on this

r)int as they seem to be at present. But
leave this matter as a standing proof of

your incapacity for the office you fiU, and

G8
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yoQr blindness to the real interests as wel!

as the reputation of your employers.

, These, however, I consider trivial points

when compared to the system of extortion

and rapacity in the sale of the lands which
you have for the last three years been sub-

stituting for the plain and simple mode
which you found in operation on coming to

the country, and which is not yet entirely

abandoned. ' " w - f r'j .;

This new plan of disposing of the Com-
pany's lands, which you call the Leasing

System, is the great stroke of policy by
which your management will be distin-

guished : it is, I believe, allowed to be
wholly yours, and therefore in justice to

you it ought to be fairly examined.

Before your arrival the sales of land by
the Canada Company were made for ready
money, or one-fifth of the purchase money
at the time of making the bargain, and the

balance in five equal annual instalments

with interest. Notes of hand were given

for each instalment, bearing interest till

paid. 'l'.^'.ii \>i^^' :.il'^iJirti'.'^ii^:.%Myi\i4t-d

In a new country, where the price of

the land has in general to be made out of

the soil, this period is too short, but the

Commissioners were lenient, and as no
Deed was given till the purchase money
with accruing interest was entirely paid
up, they ran no risk in giving time, having

va
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the title still in themselves with the grovnng
improvements.

It would appear that you very soon
became dissatisfied with this mode of dis-

posing of the lands of the Company : it

was conducted with too much liberality

and indulgence to suit your taste, and like

a covetous trader you determined to sell

every indulgence or extension of credit at

the highest rate ; and yet by the compli-

cation of the arrangement, to make this

very extortion appear a boon to the simple

and confiding purchaser. . i

4* The first step towards this new system

within my knowledge is contained in your
advertisement bearing date 16th July, 1842.

In this you state that " the prices of the

Company's lands vary from 8s. to ] 5s. per

acre ; some, from particular local advanta-

ges, are charged from 16s. 3d. to 20s. ; but

the averrge may be taken at 12s. 6d. per

acre, payable one-fifth in cash ; the balance

in five annual instalments, with interest at

6 per cent. The Canada Company are

anxious to assist such respectable settlers

as may be desirous of proceeding with their

families to the Huron District, but who
may not have the means of paying the

usual cash and subsequent heavy instal-

ments. The Company will, in conse-r

2uence, grant Leases for twelve years for

leir lands upon the lowest rate of rent"
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possible, (to relieve the settler from any
immediate cash demands upon him which
he may not like to pay) at the expiration

of which lease and the punctual payment
of the very small rent commencing one
year from the date of the lease, the settler

will receive aDeed of the lands he occupies

without further charge. Under these

Leases no money is required down. '-?'

" The rents payable annually upon one
hundred acres are these :

—

" At the end of the first year from signing

lease

' :'^;''rr

second
third .

fourth

fifth .

sixth .

seventh

eighth

ninth .

tenth .

eleventh

twelfth

£2
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are exceedingly stringent. Among others

there is one which forfeits all the improve-
ments, houses, barns, fences, &-c., without

the slightest allowance, should the rent

from any cause be in arrear twenty days,

whether demanded or not ; and the same
cruel forfeiture is made " in case of breach

or non-performance of any or either of the

covenants."

In the above quotation it is said that the

credit is for twelve years, free of all in-

terest, and no money is required down.

—

Now if these things are apparently correct

in words, are they true in fact? ,.., >,

c Suppose three settlers call upon you to

purchase one hundred acres of land each,

at ten shillings per acre. One has some
money, and pays for his land on the in-

stant, and gets his deed for £50. The
second pays an instalment of one-fifth

down and the balance in five equal annual

instalments, and his land costs him at the

end of his five years when all paid up with

interest, £57 4s. Now I consider both

these settlers to have made an e(|ually fair

bargain, because the advantage of five

years' credit is equal to the interest accru-

ing on the instalments, viz. X7 4s. I fur-

ther consider the Company as much be-

nefitted by the one settler as the other ;.

perhaps rather more by the second, who
pays six per cent, upon his balances,—a.
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highier rate of interest than^ the Coitepai^

can get, had the money been paid \nW
their hands. '*^ ;.» »?</ i fi'ny .i^J "-:, f\ r^\ i-'jt*- !»»/ '

The third settler, allured by the word»
" no money required down, and free of

interest," takes a lease of his land for

twelve years, and during that period he
has to pay XI 10 5s. for what he might have
had for X50 ready money, or at five years*

credit X57 4s. ; consequently the poor

lessee, for the additional credit of seven

years, has to pay £53 Is. ; and yet he is

told that he pays no interest. Now this is

the more rapacious, inasmuch as the Com-
pany rather gains than loses by extending

credit for a few years to the settler, pro-

vided he pays six per cent, on the sum
due.

This scheme was soon discovered to be
too grinding; and therefore, within eight

months a prospectus bearing date the 17th

February, 1843, made its appearance, re-

ducing the lease to the term of ten years,

and entirely changing the money condi-

tions. In the first prospectus we are told

that the Company's lands vary from 8s. to

15s.; in this second, from 2s. to 13s. 9d.

per acre. A lot of land of lOQ acres, at

10s. per acre, is now offered for lease at

the upset price of X50 for ten years, at a
rent of X3 per annum, which is in fact the

interest at six per cent. If the lessee
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choose, he may have his deed at any tlwe
within the first five years, on paying the

Aipset price and 12} per cent, in addition,

car what is the same. Is. 3d. additional per

acre,—the annual rent of £3 having been
also fully discharged.

After the expiration of five years he
must pay 12J per cent, more, or another

Is. 3d. additional per acre, on the upset

price, j£60, to get his deed. By this pro-

cess the lessee pays for his lands including

rents (^30) and addition (£12 10s.) £92
10s. These terms are somewhat more fa-

vourable, though still very covetous on the

part of the Company, who exact from the

purchaser for five years credit above what
he would have had to pay on the system

of five years instalment, £35 6s. ; yet we
are told the lessee pays no interest. There
is, we must allow, a good deal of art in

adding to the original price Is. 3d. per

acre, or 12J per cent., at the expiration of

five years, and Is. 3d. more, or in all 2s. 6d.,

that is 25 per cent, at the end of ten years ;

so that in fact the lessee, besides a sum
equal to the regular interest on the upset

price 50/., pays 12s. 6d. per acre for his

land ; or in other words, he pays 8J per

cent on his purchase during the whole
term of the lease, but as the law allows

only 6 per cent., the terms are so modified

418 to produce this result without exposing
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the Company to the penalty of taking ill^-

' gal interest. In this consistsyoar ingenuity;

nut whether creditable or not I leave the

public to determine. The most extraor-

dinary feature of this prospectus is, ofiering

lands for sale at 2, «3, 4, &c. shillings per
' acre. Now there is every reason to believe

that copies of this advertisement or pros-

pectus have been circulated through the

United Kingdom, but where such cheap
lands, if capable of cultivation, are to be
found, nobody can tell. This is a very

serious matter, and has no doubt produced
grievous disaj)pointment. A farmer or

labourer, for instance, in England, Scotland,

or Ireland, seeing lands advertised for sale

so low by so respectable a Company, would
take it for granted that they were capable

of settlement ; and although from the gra-

dation of prices from two shillings to thir-

teen and ninepence he might infer that the

land at two or three shillings was of inferior

quality, yet the character of the Company
would seem to him a sufficient pledge that

the soil was such as to enable him to acquire

from it by his labour a comfortable living.

So judging, many persons who had no
intention to leave home till they saw the

cheapness of the land, may be induced to

come out. Now I will venture to say that

if you had any land rated so low as two
or three shilHngs per acre it is worthless,
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ille-
«nd that all those who oome fmiA Eur6p6
in the hope of acquiring a farm at price!

to low, must be aidanpointed, and hw/k
reason to complain that they have been
grossly and wilfully deceived. This iup*

positious cheapness of land and the attrao^-

live words " no money paid down," allure

emigrants to come into the Province, and
when they come out they find no cheap
land at two and three shillings ; and although

they literally pay no money down, tliey

are made to pay more than double the

prime cost of their land for a credit of ten

years, which so far from costing the Com-
pany anything, is rather a benefit Had
you been anxious to give the friendless

emigrant the benefit of a credit of ten

years, why did you not adopt the system

of the Commissioner of Crown Lands>
one-fifth of the 60A paid down, and thd

balance in nine e(|ual annual instalments

with interest 1 In this case the lot would
at the expiration of the period have cost

about 63/. 105. ; and instead of paying you
35/. 6j. for five years credit, he would have
had only to pay 61. 6s., and yet the trans'^

action would have been suflfiiciently profi-

table to the Company,
The second advertisement or prospectus^

and the lease founded thereon, lasted some-
what longer than the first ; but you soon

discovered it to be cumbersome, and after
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a tarial of 9^)out fourteen months, that. i«

from 17th x^'ebruary, 1843, to 6th May.
1844, yon modified its conditions without

diminishing your profits, and issued a third

prospectus. In your circular accompany-
ing this document and form of ier.se, you
remark to your correspondents, " you will

note that our present leases to be used
\iere^£tc. ^re considerably amended, are

simpler, and not so stringent as the old

forms unnecessarily were. . r,; vjiii

'. " The increa .sd amount of about 25 per
cent, for credit for ten years is at once
specified on lease ; the former two pre-

emptions of purchase, 12 J per cent, each
for five and ten j'cars, are abandoned.
(This is incorrect ; they are not abandon-
ed but consolidated. ) The rent will

remain upon the previous scale for er ;h

particular lot. Thus foronehundred acres

offered for cash at ten shillings per acre,

we shall lease at 12s. 6d. per acre, and will

amount to ^£62 10s. ; this sum will be the

amount required froi i the lessee for the

deed of freehold. The rent, however,

will be as befoie, only 3/. per annum. We
sell at one price ; we lease at another."

The circular proceeds to say that " in the

new or third form of lease the penalty

clauses are struck out ; so are all the clauses

under Provincial Statute 4thWm. IV. cap.

1, against overholding tenants, and thereser-
^^ '•''1*- ^(^ ,»-.

I > 'S -V-. » '
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vations as respects gravel, coal, &c., are

abandoned. All these clauses are unneces-

f ry, and might give the Company's pro-

ceedings tin aspect by no means desirable

or contemplated." As if afraid of having

conceded too much, a feature is introduced

in the working of this clause more cruel

and stringent than anything to be foand

even in the first lease, in dealing with de-

faulters. If in arrear forty days, the lease

is held forfeited and open for lease to

another ; nay, the rent will not even be
received after the forty days ; but not to

drive the lessee into actual despair, the

Company condescends on his application,

not to restore him, but to give him a new
lease for the same lot, at the increased rent

of four instead of three pounds, that is,

adding 33J per cent, to his rent. Now
this is a refinement in extortion which
leaves ordinary land-brokers far behind,,

and smells strongly of the penurious and
usurious habits of the lowest trader, who
thinks of nothing but how to add pound to

pound. The circular then proceeds with

self-gratulations on the success of the leas-

ing system, which, as the writer says, proves

its soundness and liberality in the most
satisfactory and conclusive manner.!-"'--"^ "•

''^ I have now gone through the different

phases of your leasing system, which has

been so little satisfactory to yourself, that

D9
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^4^

yau h»v^ been oontinugtlly changing tmd
Hj^difying ita terms ; which I have pleasure

ii> thinking ladicates conscientious scruplet

i9n your part, for a niore discreditable plan

rf disposing of your lands cannot be con^'

ij^ived. The leading object is to tako

94vaptage of the poor and needy, and to

proSt by their necessities ; bewildering

them by complicated details which they

{Etannot detect, and holding out to them
^i^pparent advantages v/hich are totally fal^

laciouSr It is a system of vicious conceal-

ment which could never have beer d ised

by a person of high principle and n^aaiinesa

of character. And ii is the more wicked
because it can reach only the poor and tho

ignorant The intelligent settler with a
Uttl^ means sees through the deception,

i>nd if he purchase from the Company does

aK> for cash, or by the five years instalments.

Well might Lord Sydenham call the Com"
pany land-jobbers^ for never was so rapa*

c^ious a system of disposing of land carrie ;

qvt in America before. Were any priva!

proprietor in the province rigidly to follow

up your plans in selling his lands, he would
be vetry soon held up to wniversal execra*

liott* ¥ou will perhaps say that you have
a right to do with your lands as you pleaae.

Am lire there ao duties attached to the

p^ms&mm cf properly 1 h it nece? i^ory

10 liav« xemur^ tQ cusming and ^n^am to
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overreach the poor and needy ? An emi-

grant, weary and discouraged after a long

voyage, anxious to find a place of rest on
any terms, and not understanding the real

import or consequences of the conditions

of the agreement he is signing, is easily

induced to become your victim. You are

very specious to him ;
you affect a great

regard for his interests, and he mistakes

you for his friend, and to prove your friend-

ship you first charge the helpless man as

high a price for his land as you are willing

to sell for money down, and then contriv-

ing by au indirect process to get from him
twenty-five or thirty per cent, more than

its real value ; but is this just and honour-

able dealing 1 .
- »

1 must confess that it has been long

matter of great astonishment to me that

the Press has been so long silent on these

iniquitous proceedings. It was indeed to

be expected that those journals which are

favoured with your advertisements would
say nothing on the subject, or that some of

them would even praise your system ; but

surely we might have looked for some
honest and independent newspapers to

have come forward and exposed these

artifices, and given warning to the poor

and needy and friendless emigrant not to

permit himself to be deceived by lair

promises. .1 can only account for this

D3
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mwconduct of the Press from die belief

th^Jt the Kditora never examined the leas*

ijog system with any care, and from the

ConPnience they reposed in the high cha •

ra.cter for just and honourable deaUng
which the Canada Company had acquired

before you had any share in the manage*-

ment of their affairs. It was natural for

the Editors to believe that the new system
was an improvement of the same kind and
liberal course which former Commission^

had pursued ; and trusting to the praise9

bestowed on it by yourself and your de*

pendent journals, they never thought of

looking minutely into the subject. On the

same grounds may we account for the

apathy of the Legislature, whose duty it

is to see that public Companies and Insti-

tutions are kept strictly to their duty. It

is not perhaps competent for the Legisla*

ture to interpose in any other manner than

to mark with its disapprobation such rapa-^

cious and disingenuous methods as you
have adopted for the sale of your lands.

,,, I trust that the brief illustration of thif

vicious management which I have thus

given, will furnish more than ^sufficient

reasons to the Bishop and Church Society

for declining your offer, and refusing to

^trw^t the sale of the Church property,

d^gned for the support of their religi(%

|9 thQ 4irecuoQ of & Company wbicfa if



4a

the

ch«-

[aling

lired

lage-

W iox

ratexn

and
ssion"

daily proving that it has no other objewt

in V 8w than niaking all it possibly can, by
hook or by crook, out of the lands which
it purchased so cheaply from Ofl ill-?ndyisQd

Aun^inistration.

v'.;. T Yours, &c.
ALiauis.

FaKDBBICK WiDDER, Esq.

!lA • '

LETTER IV.

Hamtiton, Gore, Feb. 1845.

SlRi'^The very unhandsome and disin-

muous manner in which you have inter*

Tered with the disposition of the property

of the two national Churches, has led to

this correspondence; and I trust it will be
of essential service to you and to the Pro-

vince ; but there still remains one or two
things to be disposed of before I finish.

.'^ Those who dwell in glass houses should

be very careful how they meddle with

their neighbours' affairs,—an aphorism

which seems to apply to you with singular

effect ; for in your letter to the Rev. Dr.

Cook, yor deliver an elaborate laudation

on the Canada Company, and as it would
appear, with the conviction that it must be
reeppnded to by every reader.

.< you say, *-I trust that the period ha»

arrived when tbe Province can appreciate
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the great exertions of the Canada Compa-
ny, who to promote the prosperity of the

Colony spare neither labour nor expense
on both sides of the Atlantic, in dissemi-

nating correct and useful information upon
Canada, and which has so incalculably

benefited the Colony, by attracting public

notice to it and inducing settlement ; but I

shall only now mention among other facili-

ties which the Company affords for emi-

gration, that of the papers containing every

kind of useful information upon Canada,
100,000 are annually distributed with

maps of the Province. I need scarcely

remark that these exertions are scarcely,

if at all, participated in by any other party;

and that neither the Crown, the Clergy,

or King's College, have adopted any plan

to further settlement of lands, although

they, in commou with other landed pro-

prietors, participate (in a limited manner
It is true) in the benefits that arise from
the unassisted lal)ours of the Canada Com-
pany in favour of the Province at large." '- -

Now, to pass over the bad taste which'

cannot descant on the supposed merits of

the Canada Company without a fling at

the Crown and Clergy lands, and the

management of King's College, and which
deserves severe chastisement, I must con^

fess that I am one of those who have hot

been able to discover that the Canado^-
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liOnd Company has conferred any benefit

whatever on this Province. They have
no doubt been assiduous in advertising

their lands, and urging them in all direc-

tiona upon the attention of purchasers, and
from exactly the same motives that the late

Poctor Solomon advertised his Balm of

Gilead, or Warren his inestimable black-

ing. The papers are daily full of adver-

tisements by merchants and tradesmen,

recommending their various wares, but

who ever thinks that they are conferring

benefits on the Province, and for which if;

ought to be grateful ? They have no other

end in view than to promote their own
interest by disposing of their goods to the

best advantage. Thsy possess, however,

much more modesty than the Company,
because they make no claim to public

gratitude. I do not blame the Company
for doing their best in disposing of their

lands at fair prices; but what is thero

meritorious in this ] What disinterested

benefits have they conferred upon Upper
Canada^ To what public works have

they devoted a small portion of their

immense profits? What Seminaries of

learning have they fostered and endowed 1

What portions of land have ihey set apart

in their prosperoustownships for the secular

l^nd religious education of their inhabi-

tants t Point out any public measure of
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improvement which they have undertaken!
unless for their own benefit, and 1 will

thank you for the information ! - ^ •' .

When the Huron Tract was set apart

as a distinct District, it might have been
reasontibly expected that the Company
would have built the Jail and Court House,
and thus prevented the necessity of taxing

their j)oor settlers struggling in the wilder-

ness to earn a scant subsistence. But no!

they did no such thing. They were with

much difficulty prevailed upon to advance
the money to the District required for the

necessary buildings, at six per cent., which
they borrowed at four per cent.; so that

instead of giving the district the benefit of

their credit, they like good merchants
made two per cent, on the transaction.

Let not, then, the Province, my kind

Sir, be insulted any more with the benefits

conferred upon it by the Canada Com-
pany : their exertions have never had any
other end in view than their own exclusive

interests ; and if the Province has derived

any indirect advantage from their settle-

ments, it has done so proportionally from

every new settlement, nay from every indi-

vidual settler; a consequence or result

which furnishes no claim for public grati-,

' But there is still time for the Canada
Company to merit the gratitude of Upper
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Canada, if so inclined. Let them establish

schools in every one of their townships, and
a large seminary for their own District of
Huron. Let them give sites for school-

houses and churches to their settlejrs oi

every denomination, and generous assis-

tance to build them. Let the Harbour at

Goderich be finished ; its entrance made
safe, and its basin within convenient; and
then let them bestow it as a gift to the

District or the Government.
Hitherto they have attended to their

own interest only ; but let them now take

a fit of generosity, and they can well aflbrd

to do much more than I have mentioned

;

and till they do something of the kind, they

can have no claim on the gratitude of the

Province.

The whole of the land acquired by the

Canada Company from the Government
was 2,434,413 acres, but they paid only

for 2,213,843, (the remainder being a gift)

at about one shilling and ten pence per

acre in ready money, or three and sixpence

by deferred payments of equal instalments

for sixteen years, without interest. These
lands you now admit to be worth on an

average 12s. 6d. per acre, and amounting

on the whole to ^1,552,751 ; from this

deduct for management and payments tO;

Government, and accruing interest at six

per cent, on the same, £500,000, a sum

I

,
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sufficiently ample, and even at the preMne
low average price of 12d. 6d., will realiz<l

more than one million But if we farther

consider that the lands are rapidly rifling

in price, and that the Government has only

now a small quantity at its disposal, so that

emigrants must purchase from you, it is

not too much to say that the portion still

remaining to the Company will average

thrice 12s. 6d.; for already, by your firsi

lease, you charge XI 2s., and therefore,

even with fair and open management, the

Company may realize two or three millions,

or much more than the public debt of

Canada. •••'>

Think of this and taunt us no more with

the benefits conferred by the Company on
the Province ; or, if you will speak point

out one single disinterested act of any value

to Upper Canada which they have as yet

Conferred.

The truth is that the Province receive*

no more from the Company than it is re*

deiving in due proportion from any settler J

not even so much, for the settlers continue

to pay their taxes and to perform all the

Social duties of a citizen, whereas the Com-
pany do nothing of this sort, but separate

themselves from the Province and its inter*-

ests gradually as they dispose of their lands,

and will in a few years leave it, with their

jftagnificent gains, altogether. And indeed
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unless their policy becomes more liberal,

they will retire carrying their hundreds of

thousands with them, without leaving a

single memorial of public and permanent
advantage behind them. The Province,

therefore, owes no debt of gratitude to the

Com[)any, whatever you may assert, or

your paid newspapers may say.

Before concluding, I have two pieces of

advice to olfer, and if you acce})t them
not, you will have bitter cause of repen-

tance when too late.

1. No longer deceive yourself as to the

characterof the Company. It never stood

high in the Province, for its policy has ever

been selfish, and since you liave had a share

in the management it has been rapidly

sinking. The former Commissioners, what-

ever their inclinations may have been, had
no power to do anything that might pro-

mote the general benefit of the Province
;

but as faithful servants and devoted to their

duty, they gained a character for plain

dealing and honesty of purpose ; they acted

fairly and equitably with the settlers ; they

admitted of no trickery in their transac-

tions ; all was open, fair, and above-ground

;

the poorest and most ignorant settler knew
what he had to pay and how it was to be
paid. .

Undeir their guidance the Company
excited little general notice, for it proceed-
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ed quietly and successfully extending it«

settlements, and if the public thought of

the Company at all it was rather with
good-will than otherwise.

But your mode of dealing is awakening
deep murmurs and bitter feelings of discon-

tent, which will be followed by general

indignation, unless some change in your
present vicious management immediately

takes place. Do not any longer say to

your settlers that they pay no interest,

where you are making them pay 8J per

cent. Do not say that your long credit is

a boon, when you make them pay for it by
doubling the price of their land, though

this extension is of more benefit to the

Company than to the settler.

If you are disposed to sell yuur lands

on a credit of ten years, let it be without

artifice or deceptive allurements ; specify

the price at once, and let it be paid by
equal t.nnaal instalments, giving indulgence

when unforeseen difficulty arises; and were
you to give the first year free of interest

you can well afford it; for rest assured

that your present leasing system will never

answer ; that to raise a tenant's rent a third,

or 33^ per cent, because he happens to be

a defaulter forty days, will never succeed,

but will beget universal odium, and that

without advantage to the Company, because
a condition so cruel and oppressive can

never be enforced. ^
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^ In fine, givo up this leasing system, diji-

gracccl lis it is by (|nack(?ry and false pre-

tences, if you desire the Company to

prosper and be respected. They are

gainiiip; more than enoii^di without subject-

in
<jf

their settlers to concealed diflicultics

and unexpected disa|)])ointments.

2. i\'4iridou your fiilsoiHe cocjuetry with

ilic Press of the Colony. Vou have been
praising yoursc^lf, or getting others to praise

you, till you verily begin to believe it all

true. Do not any longer think that you
are a most wondcM'l'ul man, and that you
have no e(|ual in the Province. Excess of

vanity and self-conceit is apt to eat up
stronger minds than yoiir's ; and they con-

Btitute a happy delusion which I feel fiome

compunction in removing. But it must be
done ; and you must be made aware that

you stand much lower in other people's

estimation than in your own ; nor will the

praises which present themselves in certain

public prints, whether written by yourself

or persons paid for the job, tend to raise

you in the opinion of those whose respect

is worth having. Such letters as those of

A, and B. and C, and Editors of all shades

of politics, (your favourite phrase) magni-
fying your great exertions and your pro-

vincial patriotism, have been the subject of

general amusement; and it is certainly

matter of wonder how you can be so very
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silly as to continue a course which is cov-

ering you with ridicule. But no persons

are so blind as your mancBuverers ; they

are commonly men of some cunning, great

presumption, and small ability, and are apt

to believe that through the influence of

advertisements, seasonable insinuations, and
flattering attentions, they can bring about

their objects, and if they should succeed
once or twice, they become in their own
eyes paragons of wisdom and giants in

these degenerate days.

Besides a provincial reputation, you had,,

what hccSbeen more valuable, one to acquire

in London ; and these laudations on your
schemes and exertions, which were care-

fully transmitted to St. Helen's^ have been
of great advantage to you, and have induc-

ed the Directors to think,—what indeed

one of your venal prints has had lately the

impudence to assert,—that till your arrival

in Canada nothing in the Cmiipany's affairs

was done right. But remember that arti-

ficial reputations never last, and the time

IS rapidly approaching when the Directors

will be bitterly undeceived.

Had your dealings with the settlers been
open, candid and straight-forward, there

would have been no need for flattering

notices in newspapers, or multiplied adver-

tisements,—(by the way, it would be edi-

fying to look at the amount of your adver-
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tising account, including letters, notices,

commentaries and so forth)— and you
would have attained the same respect as

the former Commissioners enjoy, for merit

will be found out, if there be ony ; and if

we have it not, newspapers will not con-

fer it.

At this coquetting with the Press I was
contented to laugh with others, till you
touched on forbidden ground, and made
every effort to thwart the Church in acquir-

ing the management of her own property
;

and by your diligence in disseminating

your letters, to raise a party against her

;

and what is still worse, to prejudice the

Legislature and the public against hei rea-

sonable claim. To prevent these evils, as

far as was in my power, I thought it my
duty to address j^ou on the great impro-

priety of such proceedings ; but I have no
personal feeling against you ; and v. ere

you to confine yourself strictly to your
proper avocations as Commissioner of the

Canada Company, and to a plain and
honest course of dealing, in the sale of your
lands, you would soon stand much higher

than you do now, althougl you would hear

much less about it. But in this case you
mustgive up all underhand working through
the newspapers, and tampering with Mem-
bers of the Legislature. Such manoeuver-
ing will neither do you nor the Company
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any good. Dr. Dunlop*s bill ought to

teach you a lesson of prudence in this

matter. The vast wealth which the Com-
pany is 'gradually carrying out of the

country, and for which they leave no

equivalent whatever, will make them any-

thing but popular, and therefore you should

be the more quiet and careful not to drag
them unnecessarily before the public. You
should also remember that the possession

ofproperty is accompanied with conditions

of a generous character, not one of which
the Company has as yet redeemed. They
have done nothing worthy of the proprie-

tors of so vast an estate to endear them to

Upper Canada ; and be assured that unless

they do something of the kind soon, instead

of concentrating all their exertions to one
object, that of screwing the last farthing

from the poor emigrant, by rack prices

and rack rents, they may expect very

serious difficulties at no distant period. ',

wtvsi * '''' Your's, &c., '• ^'''^•' *' "^^' ^
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