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THIRD VOYAGE

OF

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK,

FOR MAKING DISCOVERIES

.
}
IN THE

NORTHERN HEMISPHERE.

N the preceding voyage, the queftion refpeft-

ing the exiitence of a foutb^n continent

'as fully determined j but the pra6ticabiHty of
noithern paifage to the Pacific Ocean was ftiU

fii obje6t of fufticient importance to excite a fpi*

^it of inveftigation.

It had long been a favourite fcheme with the

loft celebrated navigators^ to difcover a Ihorvv?:

lud more commodious courfe to the oriental r&

lions, than by the Cape of Good Hope. This
|ad been attempted, as has been feen in the
)rmer volumes of this work, in various direc-

rons ; but the completion of this favourite ob-
\di was as diiilaut as ever.

To fettle this point too, of fo much import-
[ice to navigation and geography, was rclerved

r the glory of the prefent reign. For the con-
bft of fucb au eotcrprife, it was evident, thaih/

[Vol. VII.
,
JB. great
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great ikill and abilities were rcqui(ite ; andj

tliough, by the univerfal voice of mankind, Cap<
tain Cook was the bed qualified, no one could I

prefume to folic! t him on the fubjcdt. The fer-

vices he had already rendered to his country, the

labours he had fuiVained, and the dan^rs he had
encountered, were fo many and fo various, that]

it was deemed not reafonable to defire him toi

engage. in freih perils.

As an honourable teftimony, however, to hisi

merit and knowledge, it was refolved to aik his

advice refpe6ting the moll proper perfon to be

cntralted with the condu6t of this voyage ; andj

to determine this point, fotne of the mbft dlftin-

guillied naval characters were invited to meet!

Captain Cook at the houfe of Lord Sandwich,|

who then prefided over the Board of Admi-
ralty.

While the converfation became animated ohi

the fubje^, Cook's mind was fired with the mag*
nitude of the defign, and the confequences likely!

to reililt from it. He fuddenly ftarted up, under

th6 impreHTion of a noble enthufiafm, and offered

his beft fervices to direct the important objefts

in view. No propofal could have been more|

grateful.' Captain Cook was imn>ediately inveil*

ed with the command.
This preliminary ftep fettled, the exa6b plan ofj

the undertaking was next taken into feriousi

coniideratlon. All former navigators round thel

globe had returned by the Cape of Good Hope;!

but to Captain Cook was aligned the arduous!

talk of attempting the fame thing by reaching

the high northern latitudes between A0a and!

America; .and it appears, that this plan wai[

adopted ia confequence of his own fugg;ei^ion3

' .. ,.. Hil
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[is inftru^lions were, to proceed on tlie Pacific

kean through that clutter of iflands he had be-

)re vifited within the fonthern tropic, and
lence, if pradicable, to make his way into the

itlantic.

To give every ttimulus to the profccution of

lis great defign, motives of intereft were Aiper-

|dded to the obligations of duty. An aft of par-

iament, which paifed in 1745, offering a reward

i( twenty thoufand pounds to fuch as ihould

lifcover a paflage through Hudfon's Bay, was
blarged and explained ; and it was now enadt-

W, that if any fhip belonging to his majefty,' or

lis fubjefts, ihould find and fail through any
lafTage, by fea, between the Atlantic and Pacific

Iceaiis, in any dircftion, or parallel, of the horth-

rn hemifphere to the northward of the 52d deg.

northern latitude, the fum of twenty thoufand
Minds was to reward fuch difcovery.

The veffels dellined for this fervice were the

ifolution and the Difcovery. The command
the former was given to Captain Cook, and

lat of the latter to Captain Clerke, who had
5en our navigator's fecond lieutenant in his for-

kr voyage. Nearly the fame complement of
^en and officers was aiTigned to each as before y
id fcveral months were fpent in their equip-

[ent and preparation, that the health of the fea^

;n, and the fuccefs of the expedition might
ivc every advantage which a liberal and en-

!;htened attention could bellow. And in ordef

It the inhabitants of Otaheite, and other iflands

the South Seas, where the Engliih had been
bated with fb much hofpitality, fny(ght be be-

lated by the voyage, his majefly was gracioufly

fedtoordei: fome o£ the mod ufeful £uro«-

B2 J)ean



•I

4 THIRD VOYAGB OV ,

|>ean animals to be put on board, for the ufe of

thole countrien.

Befides thefe, the captain was furnifhed with

a quantity of garden feeds, and the Board of

Admiralty added fuch articles of commerce aa

were molt likely to promote a friendly inter-

courfe with the natives of the other hemifphere,

and induce them to oi>en a traffic with the £ng-
liih.

Omaii who has been mentioned in the preced-

ing voyage, was likewife to be carried back to;

his native country. It feems he left his friends!

in London with a mixture of regret and fatisfac-

tion. When he refle^ed on the kindnefles he

had received, he could not refrain from tears

:

but the pleating idea of reviiiting his original]

conne6tion8, foon made his eyes fparklc with joy.

As the original voyage, from which our hilto-
j

rical account i* abflra^led, is written in thcj

words of Captain Cook, till his lamented death,

and afterwards in thofe of Captain King, who
publiihed the whole, we have, for many llrong

reafons, preferred giving the narrative in the

fame perfon, with occafional remarks ; and wej

truft our readers will fee the propriety and ad-

vantage of our determination in this refpc6t.|

Some general defcriptions are furnilhed by Mr.

Anderfon, the furgeon of the Refolution, a manl

of dii^inguiihed abilities 3 and to whofe talentsj

Captain Cook acknowledges himfelf much in-

debted for many interefting parts of his voyage.

Contrary winds, and other circumltances of

little confequence, prevented the fhips from clear«|

ing the Channel till the 14th of July 1776, On

board both veffels were one hundred and mnety-j

two perfons> officers included. Nothing materialj

, happened



CAPTAIN COOK. 5

lappened till the 1ft of Anguft, when we arriv-

?d off Teneriffc, one of the Canaries, where fe-

deral of the gentlemen landed, it is faid, that

lone of the aboriginal inhabitants remain here as

di(lin6t people j but that the produce of their

intermarriages with the Spaniards may ftill be

)raced in a ftrong and mufcular race, difperfed

)ver the iflands.

On the 4th, we weighed anchor and proceeded

m our voyage. At nine o'clock in the evening

)f the 10th, we faw the Ifland of Bonavilla,

)earing fouth, diftaiit little more than a league ;

lough, at this time, we thought ourfelves much
irthcr off

J
but this proved a miftake. For,

|fter hauling to the eaftward till twelve o'clock,

clear the funken rocks that lie about a league

rem the fouth-eaft point of the ifland, we found
iurfelves, at that time, dole upon them, and did

[ut juft weather the breakers. Our (ituation«

)r a few minutps, was very alarming. I did

>t chufe to found, as that might have heighten-

the danger, without any polfibility of leffen-

igit.

We had, for fome days preceding the 0th of
>6lober, feen albatrofles, pintadoes, and other

Jterels ; and now we faw three penguins, which
xaiioned us to found j but we found no ground
^ith a line of one hundred and fifty fathoms.

On the 8th, in the evening, one of thofe bird^
\hich. failors call noddies, fettled on our rigging,

id v(^as caught. It was fomething larger thaa
Englif}) blackbird, and nearly as blaek, except

|c upper part of the head, which was white,

)king as if it were powdered ; the whitcft fea-

rers' |;rowing out from the bafe of the upper
fiQiniwhich they gradually aifumed a darker

B 3 colour.
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colour, to about the middle of the upper part of

the neck, wheihs the white ihade was loil in the

black, without being divided by any line. It

was web-footed, had black legs, and a long black

bill. It is faid, thefe birds never fly far from
land.. We knew of none nearer the ilation we
were in^ than Gough's or Richmond's liland,

from which our diflance could not be lefs than

one hundred leagues. But it mufl be obferved,

that the Atlantic Ocean, to the fouthward of|

this latitude, has been but little xrequcnted ; fo

that there may be more illands there than we are

acquainted with.

On the 18th of 06iober, we arrived at the

Cape of Good Hope, and found in the bay two
French £aft India (hips; the one outward, and!

the other homeward bound. And two or three
j

days before our arrival, another homeward bound
ihip, of the fame nation, had parted from her

cable, and been driven on fhore at the head of

the bay, where ihe was loft. The crew were!

faved i but the greateft part of the cargo ibared

the fame fate' with the fhip, or was plundered!

and ftolen by the inhabitants. This is the ac«

count the French officers gave me ; and thej

Dutch themfelves could not deny the fa6ts. BatJ

by way of excuiing themfelves from being guilty!

of a crime difgraceful to every civilized ,ftate,j

they endeavoured to lay the whole blame on thej

French captain, for not applying in time for a|

guard.

As foon as we had faluted, I went on iliorej

accompanied by fome ofmy officers, and waited on

the governor^ the lieutenant governor, the ttfcalJ

and the commander of the troops. Thefe gentlej

men received me with the g^reateii civility j and
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I
tlie governor, in particular, promiled me every af-

liiftancc that the place afforded. At fhe fame time^

I obtained his leave to let up our obfervatory j

[to pitch tenti for the failmakers and coopers ; and

[to bring the cattle on ihore, to graze near our en-

:a2npment. Before I returned on board, I or-

[idered foft bread, freih meat, and greens, to be

[provided, every day, for the fhip's company.

Nothing remarkable happened till the evening

)f the 3lft, when it began to blow exceflively

jbard at fouth-eaft, and continued for three days 5

[during which time there was no communication

{between the Ihip and the fhore. The Refolution

[was the only Ihip in the bay that rode; out the
gale without dragging her anchors. We felt

its effects as fenfibly on fliore. Our tents and
! obfervatory were torn to pieces; and our agro-

nomical quadrant narrowly efcaped irreparable

[damage. On the 3d of November the ftorm

iceafed.

The Difcovery having been detained fome
[days at Plymouth, after the Refolution, did not

(arrive here till the 10th. Captain Gierke in-

formed rae, that he had failed from Plymouth on
[the ift of Augull, and lliould have been with us

here a week fooner, if the late gale of wind had
pot blown him off the coaft. Upon the whole^
he was frven days longer in his palfage from
England than we had been. He had the misfor-

tune to lofe one of his marines, by falling over*

board ; but there had been no other mortality

araongft his people, and they now arrived well
and healthy.

While the ihips were getting ready, fome of our
ofHcers made an excurfion into the neighbouring
country. Mr. AnderfoD; iiiiy furgeon, who wa*
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one of the jiarty, gave me the following rdatioQ
of their proceedings

:

'* On the l6th, in the forenoon, I fet out in a
waggon, with live more, to take a view of fome
part of the country. We crofled the large plain

that lies to the eaftward of the town, which is

entirely a white fand, like that commonly found
on beaches, and produces only heath, and other

fmall plants of various forts. At five in the af-

ternoon we palfed a large farm-honfe, with fome
corn-fields, and pretty confiderable vineyards, fi-

tuated beyond the plain, near the foot of fome
low hills, where the foil becomes worth cultivat-

ing. Between fix and feven we arrived at Stel-

lenboih, the colony next to that of the Cape for

its importance.

The village does not confifl^ of more than thirty

houfes, and ftands at the foot of the range of

lofty mountains, above twenty miles to the eaft-

ward of the Cape Town. The houfes are neat;

and, with the advantage of a rivulet which runs

near, and the ihelter of fome large oaks, planted

at its firft fettling, forms a rural profpe6t in this

defert country. There are fome vineyards and
orchards, which, from their thriving appearance,

indicate an excellent foil j though, perhaps, they

owe much to climate, as the air has an uncom-
mon ferenity.

I employed the next day in fearching for plants

and infers, but had little fupcefs. Few plants

are in flower here at this feafon, and inre«^s but
fcarce. I examined the foil in feveral places*

and found it to confift of yellowifh day, mixed
with a good deal of fand.

We left Stellenboih next morning, and arriv-

ed at the houfe we had pa^ed on Saturday ; the

owner
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)wner, Mr. Cloeder, had fent us an invitation to

rifit liim. This gentleman entertained us with

khe greateft hofpitality. He received us with

lufic, and a band alfo played while we were at

linner j which, confidering the iituation of the

ilacc, might be reckoned elegant. He ihewed

IS his wine-cellars, OFchards, and vineyards -, all

^hich infpired me with a wilh, to know how
ihefe induftrioiis people could create fuch plenty,

rhext, I believe, no other European nation would
lave attempted to fettle.

In the afternoon we croffed the country, and
laiTed a few plantations, one of which feemed
fery oonfiderable, and was laid out in a tafte fome-
rhat different from any other we faw. In the

evening we arrived at a farm-houfe, which is the

irft in the cultivated tra<St called the Pearl. We
lad, at the fame time, a view of Drakenftein,

the third colony, which lies by the foot of the

lofty hills already mentioned, and contains feve-

ral farms or plantations, not very extenfive.

In the afternoon of the 19th, we went to fee a
lone of a remarkable lize, called by the inhabit-

mts the Tower of Babylon, or the Pearl Dia-
nond. It flands upon the top of fome low hills;

md though the road to it is neither very fteep

)or rugged, we were above an hour and a half

[n walking to it. It is of an oblong Ihape, round-*

bd on the top, and lies nearly fouth and north.

The eaft and weft fides are fteep, and almott per-

jcndicular. The fouth end is likewife fteep,

ind its greateft height is there ; whence it de-
blines gently to the north part, by which we kf-

fended to its top, and had an extenfive view of
"ic country.

Itg
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, Its Circumference^ I think, muH be at leaft

half a mile ; as it took us above half an hour to

walk round it, including every allowance for the

bad road, and il«)pping a little. At its higheft

part, which is the fouth end, it feems to equal

the dome of St. Paul's church. In defcending,

we found at its foot, a very rich black mould

;

and on the fides of the hills, fome trees ofa con-

liderabje fize, natives of the place, which are a
fpecies of olea.

In the morning on the 20thj yre fet out from
the Pearl -, and going a different road from that

by which we came, paffed through a coiintry

wholly uncultivated, till we got to the Tygcr
Hills, when fome tolerable corn fields appeared.

At noon, we Hopped in a hollow for refrelhment;

but, in walking about here, were plagued with

a vaft number of mofquitoes or fand-Hies^ which
were the firft I faw in the country."

Here I added to my original Hock of live ani-

mals^ by purchafing two young bulls, two heifers,

two young ftone horfes, two mares, two rams,

feveral ewes and goats, and fome rabbits and
poultry. All of them were intended for New
Zealand, Otaheite, and the neighbouring iflands,,

or any other places, in the courfe of our voyage,!

where there might be a profpedt that leaving any;

of them would be ufeful to pofterity.

Having given Captain Gierke a copy of rayj

inflrudions, and an order dire^ing him how toi

proceed in cafe of feparation, in the morning of

the 3Qth,. we repaired on board. At five in the

afternoon we weighed, and flood out of the bay.

We fleered a fouth-eaft courfe, with a very

ilrong gale from the wellward, followed by a

mountainous fea» which made the 0iip roll and
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itnble cxcfefdingly, Mid gave us a great deal of

rouble to preferve the cattle we had on board.

J^otwithftapding all bur care, fcveral goats, efpe-

aaliy the males; died; and fome flieep. This

lisfortune, was, in a great meafure, owing to

le cold, which we now began moft fenfibly to

feel.

Nothing very interefting happened from the

Sth of December, till the 2bth of Januar}% when
Ihey arrived at Van Diemen's Land j where, as

foon as they had anchored in Adventure Bay,

'aptain Cook lays, I ordered the boats to be
loifted out. In one of them I went myfelf, to

look for the moft commodious place for furnifh^

Ing ourfclves with the necelfary fupplies j and
'aptain Gierke went in his boat upon the fame

lervice.

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King
io the eaft fide of the bay, with,two parties, one
io cut wood and the other grafs, under the pro-

jedion of the marines. For although, as yet,.

lone of the natives had appeared, there could be
10 doubt that fome were in our neighbourhood

:

alfo fent the launch for water j and afterwards

rifited all the parties myfelf. In the evening, we
Irew the feine at the head of the bay, and, at one
laul, caught a great quantity of fifh. Moft Of
[hem were of that fort known to feamen by the

lame of elephant filli.

In the afternoon, next day, we were agreeably

furprifed, at the place where we were cutting

>ood, with a vifit from fome of the natives';

^ight men and a boy. They approached us from
le woods, without betraying any marks of fear,

)r none of them had any weapons except one,

who
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who held in his haad a flick about two feet longJ

and .pointed at one end. ^

They were of common ftature, but rather ilen<

der, Tlieirjkin was blacky and alfo their hairJ

which was as woolly as that of any native of|

Guinea J but th^y were not dijftinguifhed by re-

markably thick lips, nor flat nofes. On the con-

trary, their features were far from being dila-i

greeable. Mod of them had their hair an(i|

beards fmeared with a red ointment ; and lome|

had their faces alfo painted with the fame cpm-
polition.

They received every prefent we made to them^

without the lead appearance of fatisfa^ion.

When fome bread was given, as foon as they uii*

derllood that it was to be eaten, they either rc-|

turned it or threw it away, without even tadingj

it. They alfo refufed fome elephant fifh, bothj

raw and drelfed, which we offered to them.

But upon giving them fome birds, they did not]

return thefe, and caiily made us comprehend that

they were fond of fuch food. I had brought two!

pigs afhore, with a view to leave them in thej

woods. The inftant thefe came within their!

reach, they feized them as a dog would havef

done, by the eprs, and were for carrying theraj

off immediately, with no other intention^ as wef

could perceive, but to kill them.
Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftickj

which one of our vi (iters carried in his hand, ll

made figns to them to fhew me -j and fo far rucj

ceeded, that one of them fet up a piece of woo(l

as a mark, and threw at it, at the diilance o|

about twenty yards. But we had little reafon

commend his dexterity; for, after repeated trials!

ke was flill very wide from the objc6t, OmaiJ

1/ t^
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ihsw them how much fuperior our Weapons

;re to their8> then fired his muiket at it ; which

irmed them 'fo much, that Botwithfianding

we could do or fay> they ran initautly into

ic woods.

iXhus ended our firll interview with the na-

res. Immediately after their final retreat, I

lered the two pigs, being a boar and a fow, to

carried about a mile within the woods, at the

sad of the bay. I Vaw them left there, by th«

le of a frefli water brook. A young bull and a

^w, and fome fheep and goats, were alio, at

tik, intended to have been left by me, as an ad-

donal prefent to Van Diemen*s Land. But I

>n laid afide all thought of this, from a perfua-

m that the natives, incapable of entering into

views of improving their country, would de*-

foy them.

[The morning of the 29th we had a dead calm,

lich continued all da>, and efie6tually prevent-

our- failing. I therefore fent a party over to

eaft point of the bay to cut grafs, and another

cut wood. I accompanied the latter. We
obfcrved feveral of the natives, this morn-
fauntering along the fhore, which aiTured

that though their conflernation had mnde
jm leave us fo abruptly the day before, they

^re convinced that we intended them no mif-

^ef, and were defirous of renewing th& inter-

irfe. It was natural'that I ihould wifli to be
;fent on the occafion.

'e had not been long landed, before about
;nty of them, men and boys, joined us, with-
eiipreffing the leall: fign of fear and diflruil.

ire was one of this company confpicuoufly de-
id f and wfio >^as not more diltinguilhable

OL.VIL G ^y
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by the hump on his bank, than by the drollery of

his geftures, and the feeming humour of hisl

fpeeches $ which he was very fond of exhibiting/

as we fuppofed, for our entertainment. His lanj

guage appeared to me, to be different from that!

fpoken by the inhabitants of the niore northerni

parts of this country, whom I met Vith in myi

firft voyage J
which is not extraordinary, lincef

thofe we now faw, and thofe we then vifitedj

differ in many other refpeds.

Someof ourprefent group wore, loofe, round

their necks, three or four folds of fmall cordj

made of the fur of feme animal } and others o(

them had a narrow flip of the kangooroo Ikin tiej

round their ankles. J gave to each of them a*

firing of beads and a medal, which I thought

they received with fome fatisfa6tion. TheJ

feemed to fet no value on iron, or on iron toolsj

They were even ignorant of the ufe of filh-hooks]

if we might judge from their manner of looking

at fome ofours, which wefliewed to them; thoug|

it is certain they derive no inconiiderable part o|

their fubfiftence from the fea. We faw, howl

ever, no veffel in which they could go on thj

water. Their habitations were little fheds

hovels built of (ticks, and covered with bark.

After (laying about an hour with the woodinj

party and the natives, I went over to the gralJ

cutters. Having feen the boats loaded, I returo

ed on board to dinner ; where, fome time aftd

Lieutenant King arrived.

From him I learnt, that I had but ju(t left tli

ihore, when feveral women and children mad

their appearance. Thefe females wore a kaq

gooroo (kin tied over tlie flioulders, and vox

the waiff. But its only ufe feet&ed to be^ tp fu

2
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jrt their children when carried on their backs j

jr it did not cover thofe parts which moft na-

ms conceal ; being in all other refpedts, as nak-

as the men, and as black, and their bodies

itooed in the fame manner. But in this they

jffered from the men, that though their hair

IS of the fanie colour, fame of them had their

•ads completely (horn j in others this operation

id been performed onlyon one fide, while the reft

them had all the upper part of the hea.d Ihorn

|ofe, leaving a circle of hair all round, fome-

hat like the tonfure of the Romilh eccleiiadics.

[any of the children had fine features, and were
[ought pretty ; but of theperfons of the wo-
rn, cfpecially thofe advanced in years, a lefs

[vourable report was made.

Mr. Anderfon, with his ufual diligence, fpent

[e few days we remained i.n Adventure Bay, in

^amining the- country. His account of its na-

[ral produ6lion8, with which he favoured me,
ill more than compenfate for my filence about
;m : and fome of his remarks on the inhabit-

Its, will fupply what I may have omitted or

prefented imperfedly.

[The only animal of the quadruped kind we
It, was a fort of opoflum, about twice the fize

1^ large rat. It is of a dulky colour above,
iged with a brown or rufty caft, and whitifli

low. About a third of the tail towards its

, is white, and bare underneath, by which
probably hangs on the branches of trees,

it climbs thefe, and lives on berries,

le kangooroo, another animal found farther

fthward in New Holland, without doubt alfo

labits here, as the natives we met with had
le pieces of their ikins ; and we feveral times

G a faw
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faw animal, though indillindtly-, run from tl

thickets when we walked in the woods, which,]

from the (ize, could be no other.

There are feveral forts of birds, but all Ibi

fcarce and lliy, that they are evidently haraflcdf

by the natives, who, perhaps draw much of their;

fubiiitence from them. In the woods, the prin-

cipal forts are large brown hawks or eagles;

crows, nearly the fame as ours in England ; yel-

lowiih parroquets; and large pigeons. Thercj

are alio three or four fmall birds, one of whidij

is of the thrulh kind. On the fliore were fevej

ral common and fea-guUs ; a few black oyftcr-i

catchers, or fea-pies ; and a pretty plover of a|

ftone colour, with a black hood. About the lakej

behind the beach, a few wild ducks were fecn

;

and fome fhags ufed to perch upon the hiiili

3eaflefs trees, near the fhorc.

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and atj

leaft as great a variety as the land. Of thefe th«[

elephant fiih, or pejegallo, mentioned in Fre

zier*s Voyage, are the mod numerous j nm
though inferior to many other iiih, were ver

palatable food. Next in number, and fuperioj

in goodnefs, to the elephant fiih, was a fort, nonj

of us recolleAed to have feen before. It partake

of the nature both of a round and of a flat fii

having the eyes placed very near each other ;* t!i

fore part of the body very much flattened or dd

prelfed, and the reft rounded. It is of a browuil]

fandy colour, with mfty fpots on the upper par

and below. From the quantity of flime it

always covered with, it feems to live after tl^

manner of flat filh, at the bottom.

Upon tlie rocks are plenty of mufclcs, and ion

other fmall (hell-flili. There are alfo great mm
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•rs of fea-ftars ; fome fmall limpets ; and large

idntitics of fponge ; one fort of which, that is

irown on ihore by the fea, but not very com«
>n, has a moft delicate texture.

Infects, though not numerous, are here in con-

lerable variety. Among them are grafshop-

|rs, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths,

lely variegated. There are two forts of dra-

in-flies, gad-flies, camel-flies, feveral forts of

[iders; and fome fcorpions; but the laft are

iher rare. The mod troublefome, though not

^ry numerous tribe of infeCts, are the mofqui-

and a large black ant, the pain of whofe
)e is almod intolerable^ during the (hort time

Bafts,

'he inhabitants, whom we met with here, had
tie of that fierce or'wild appearance common to

)ple in their (ituation ; but, on the contrary,

kmed mild and cheerful, without referve or

jloufy of ftrangers. This, however, may arife

|m their having little to lofe or care for.

^^ith refpe6t to perlbnal aftivity or genius, wc
fay but little of either. They do not feem

>oflefs the firtt in any remarkable degree; and
for the laft, they haVe, to appearance, lefs than
?n the half animated inhabitants of Terra del

»go, who have not invention fuflScient to make
thing for defending themfelves from the ri-

ir of their climate, though furniihed with the
[ter^als.

'heir colour is a dull black, and not quite fo

Jp
as that of the African negroes. Their hair,

^ever, is perfe^ly woolly, and it is clotted or
Ided into fmall parcels, like that of the Hot-
tots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe, mix-
nth a led paint or ochrei which ik^y fmeay

C 3 iii
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in great abundance over their headfl. Theirj

nofes, though not flat, are broad and full ; theirj

eyes are ofa middling tize, with the white lersclearj

than in us} and tliough not remarkably quick orl

piercing, fuch as give a frank cheerful call toi

the whole countenance. Their mouths are rather

wide; but this appearance feems heightened by

wearing their beards long, and clotted with paiin,

In the fame manner as the hair on their heads.

A fpecimen of Van Diemen*s Land vqcabularyi

Quadne^
Eve'rai,

Muidje,
Ka'my,
Koy*gee,

No'onga,
Teegera, f

TogaVago,

A woman*
The eyic-

The nole.

The teeth, mouth, or tongue-

The ear.

Elevated fears on the body.

To eat.

I mud be gone, or, I will go.

^t eight o'clock in the morning of the 30th

January, a light breeze fpringing up at weft, \s\

weighed anchor, and put to fea from Adventur

Bay.
We purfued our courfe to the eaftward, withj

out meeting with any thing worthy of note, tif

the night between the 6lh and 7th of Februaryj

when a marine belonging to the Difcovery fe(

overboard, and was never feen afterward.

On the i^th of February, at four in the aftf

tioon, we difcovered the land of New Zealandl

and foon after came to an anchor in Clueen Chaj

lotte Sound. Here feveral canoes, filled will

natives, came along-fide of the fhips 5 bCit vcif

few of them would venture on board; which an

peared the more extraordioaxy^ as I was W



iowi> by them all. There was one man in par^

Hilar amongil them, whom I had treated with

tmarkable kindnefs, during the whole ofmy ftay

fhen I was laft here. Yet new, neither profef-

)ns of friendship* nor prefeatf^ could prevail

)on him to come into the ihip. This llumefs

fas to be accounted for, only on M§ fuppontion,

iat they were apprehenlivc we had fevifited

leir country, in order to revenge the death of
iptain rarneaux's people.

On the 13th we iet up two tenta, one from
^ch fliip, on the fame fpot where we had pitched

lem formerly. The obfervatories were at the

[me time ereAed; and Meflrs. King and Bayley

5gan their operations immediately^

During the <:ourle of this day a great number
fomilies came from different parts of the coafl,

»d took up their relidence elofe to uS) {6 that

^ere was not a fpot in the cove where a hut
)uld be put up, that was not occupied by them*
Lcept the place v/here we had iiK.ed our little

icampment.

It is curious to obferve with what f^icility they
^lild their little huts. I have feen above twenty
them erefted on a fpot of ground, that, not aa
)ur before, was covered wim (hrubs and plantsu

ley generally bring fome part of the materials

[ith them, the reft they find upon the premifes. I

[as prelent when a number ofpeople landed^ and
iiilt one of thefe viHages.

Befides the natives wlio took up t^eir abode
[ofe to us, we were oecafionally vifited by others

them^ whofe i::efidenee was not afar ofFj and
ibme who lived more remote. Their articles

commerce were, curiofities, fiih, and women,
[he two firfi always came to a good market}

whiqii
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which the latter did not. The ifeamen had takeii|

a kind of diflike to thefe people; and were eithcrj

unwilling, or afmid, to aflbciate with them,

which produced this go6d tffedt, that I knew m
inftapce of a man's quitting his d'ation to go toi

their habitations.

Amongft our occafional vifiters, was a chiei

named Kahoora, who, as I was informed, headec

the party that,cut off Captain Furneaux's people,

and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, the officer whc J

commanded. To judge of the character of Ka

hoora, by what I had heard from many of hii

countrymen, he feemed to be more feared that

beloved amongft them. Not fatisfied with tell.

ing me that be was a very bad man, fome of then J
even importuned me to kill him : and, I believe,;

they were not a little furprifed that I did no;^

liften to them J for according to their ideas o|

-equity, this ought to have been done. But ifl

had. followed the advice of all our pretendej

friends, I might have extirpated the whole racel

for the people of eacli hamlet or village, by turnf

applied to me to deftroy the other.

On the l6th, at day-break, I fet out withi

party of men, in five boats, to colled food for ouj

cattle. Captain Gierke, and feveral of the oliij

cers, Omai, and two of the natives accompaiiie

me. We proceeded about three leagues up tli

found, and then landed on theeaft fide, at a plac

where I had formerly been, Here we cut as nuK|

grafs as loaded the two launches.

As we returned down the found, we vifite

Grai'a Cove, the fneniorable fcene of the maffad

of Captain Furneaux's people. Whilll we wci

at this place, our curiofity prompted us to enquiif

iiuo the circumllancei attending the melanchoi
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\t of our countrymen.; and Omai was made ufe

as our interpreter for this purpofe. The na-

tes prefcnt, anfwered all the queftions that were

to them on the fubjc6t, without referve, and

e men who are under no dread of punilliment

a crime of wtich they are not guilty. For

already Itnew that none of them had been

icerncd in the unlrappy tranfa^ion. Thejr

us, that while our people were fitting at

iner, furrounded by feveral of the natives, fome
the latter ftole, or fnatched frona thenj, fome

tad and fifh, for which they were beat. Thif

ig refented, a quarrel cnfued, and two New
danders were (hot dead, by the only two muf-

1 that were fired. For before our people

time to dilbharge a third, or to load agaiti

fe that had been fired, the natives rulhed i^

)n them, overpowered them witli their namr
;, and put them all to 4eath.

^Ve Ihyed here till the evenitig, when, having

led the reft of the boats with grafs, celery, aod
*vy-grafs, we embarked to return to the fhips$

;re fome of the boats did not arrive till one
|ock the next morning j and it was fortunate

they got on board then, for it afterwards blew
jrfeft Sorm. In the evening the gafe ceafed^

the wind having vaered to the eaft, brought
Ih it fair weather.

W this time more than tw^-thirdsof the inha-

mtsof the Sound had fettled therafelves about
Great numbers of them daily frequented the

s, while our people were ttiere melting fome
blubber. No Greenlander was ever fondet

train-oil, than our friends here feempd to be
\y rdiihed the very Ikimmings of the kettle;
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but a little of the pure flinking oil was a delic

ous feaft.

Having got on board as much hay and gral

as we judged futficient to ferve the cattle till ouj

arrival at Otaheite, and having completed tl

wood and water of both ihips, on the 24th w|
weighed anchor, and ftood out of the cove.

While we were unmooring and getting undr

fail,many of the natives came to take their leave;

us, or rather to obtain, if they could, fome add;

tional prefents from us before we left them. A;

cordingly, I gave to two of their chiefs, two pig«,

boar, and a fow. They made me a promife n

to kill them j though I muft own I put ho grr;

faith in this. The animals which Captain Foh

neaux fent on fhore here, and which foon af|

fell into.the hands of the natives, I was now to|

were all dead 5 but I was afterwards informei

that Tiratou, a chief, had a great many cocks a|

hens in hispofleflion, and one of the fows.
' We had not been long at anchor near Motuail

before three or four cianoes, tilled with nativj

came off to us from the foiith-eaft fide of

^ound
J
and a brilk trade was carried on vl

them for the curiofities of this place. In one!

thefe canoes was Kahoora, leader of the pa|

who cut off the crew of the Adventure's bo

This was the third time he had vifited us, wij

out betraying the fmalleft appearance of fear.]

. Next morning, he returned again with

whole family, men, women, and children, to I

number of twenty aiid upwards. Omai was

firil who acquainted me with his being along-

the (hip, and defired to know if he fhould

him to come on board. I toW him he migl|

and accordingly he introduced the chief intoi

cabj
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)in; faying, "There is Kahoora; kill him!"

afterwards expoltulated with me very earneft-

[faying, *' Why do you not kill liim ? Yoa tell

j if a man kills another in England, that he is

Iged for it. This man has killed ten, and yet

will not kill him j though many of iiis conn-

len delire it^ and it would be very good."

lai's arguments, though fpecious enough, hav-

[no weight with me, I delired him to alk the

jf, why he had killed Captain Furneaux's

)le ? At this queftion, Kahoora folded his

[s, hung down his head, and looked like one

rht in a trapj and, I firmly believe, he ex-

;d inftant death. But no fooner was he af-

[d of his fafety, than he became cheerful. He
not, however, leem willing to give me an
rer to the queltion that had been put to him,

had, again and again, repeated my promife

he (hould not be hurt. Then he ventured

[ell us, that one of his countrymen having

ight a (tone hatchet to barter, the man to

(ni it was offered took it, and would neither

rn it, nor give any thing for it j on which
)wner of it fnatched up the bread as an equi-

it; and then the quarrel began.

)r fome time before we arrived at New Zea-
Omai had expreifed a defire to take one of

[natives with him to his own country. We
[not been there many days, before he had an
^rtunity of being gratified in this 5 for a
[h, about feventeen or eighteen years of age,

;d Taweiharooa, offered to accompany him,

|ing that he was fixed in his refolution to

rith us, and having learnt that he was the

|fon of a deceafed chief, I told his mothef
in all probability, }ie would never return |

but



24 THIRD VOTAOE OF

but this made no imprelTion on either j for when]

fhe returned the next morning,, to take her

farewell of him, all the time the was on board Hicl

remained quite cheerful, and went away whollyl

unconcerned. Another youth, about ten years oil

agC'accompanied iiim as a fervant, named Kokoaji

he was preiented to me by his own father, whol

Gripped him, and left him naked as he was bornj

Indeed, he feemed to part with him with, perfe^

indifference.

From my own obfervations, and from the ii

formation of Taweihar®oa and others, it appear

to me that the New Zealandcrs muft live undej

perpetual? apprehenfions of being cjeftroyed b|

€ach other J there being few of their tribes thaj

have not, as they think, fuftained wrongs fron

fome other tribe, which they are continually upoi|

the watch to revenge. And, perhaps, the defm

of a good meal may be no fmall incitement. Od

hardly ever finds a New Zcalander off his guaiJ

cither by night or by day; indeed, no other maj

ean have fuch. powerful motives to be vigilant,

the prefervation both of body and of foul depeni

upon it. For, according to their fyftem of

lief, the foul of the man whofe flelli is devourcj

by the enemy, is doomed to a perpetual fire; wl

the fo\il of the man whofe body has been refcuij

Irom thofe who killed him, as well as the fouls

(

all who die a natural death,, alcend to the habitj

tions of the gods.

Polygamy is allowed amongft thefe peoplf|

and it is not uncommon for a man to have t\s

or three wives. The women are mamageablej
a very early agej and it fliould feem,. that

ii^'ho is unmarried^ is but ia a forlorn jftate.

Th
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Their public contentions are frequent, or rather

)erpetual ; for it appears, from their number of

veappns, and dexterity in uling them, that war
is their principal profellion. Before they begin

|he onfct, they join in a war-fong, to which they

ill keep the exacSteft time, and foon raife their

)aflions to a degree of frantic fury, attended with

[he moil horrid diftortion of their eyes, mouths,

md tongues, to ftrike terror into their enemies j

diich, to thofe who have not been accuftomed to

fuch a pra6tice, makes them appear more like

lemons than men, arid would almoft chill the

)oldeft^with fear. To this fucceeds a circum-

lance, alraoft foretold in their fierce demeanour,
lorrid, cruel, and difgraceful to human naturcj

rhich is, cutting in pieces, even before being
)erfe6tly dead, the bodies of their enemies, and,

[fterdrefling them on a fire, devouring the flelh,

»ot only without reluftance, but with peculiar

Iatisfa6ti6n.

On the 25 th of Febmary we failed from New
icaland, and had no fooner lo'ft light of the land,

lan our two young adventurers repented hearti-

k of the ilep they had taken. All the foothing

Inv'ouragement we could think of, availed but
Jttle. They wept both in public and priv^te^

jnd made their lamentations in a kind of fong,

rhich was expreliive of their praifes of their

D\intry. Thus they continued for many days;

[ut at length their native country an^ their

riends were forgot, and they appeared to be as

jrmly attached to us, as if thfey had been bom
longft us. ,; ,.

On the 29th of March, as we were ftanding to

ic north-eart, the Difcovery niads the lignal of
Vol. VII. . D .. feeing
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feeing land, which we foon difcpvered to be aa

ifland of no great extent.

On approaching the ihore, we could perceivj

with our glaiVes tliat feveri^l of the natives wer

armed with long fpcars and cluhs, which theJ

brandifhed in the air with figns of threatening!

or, as fome on board interpreted their attitudesf

with invitations to land. Moft of them appearej

naked, except having a fort of girdle, whicli

feeing brought up between the thighs, covered

that part of the body. But fome of them hs

pieces of cloth of different colours, whiter ftripedj

or cheoiier-ed, which they wore as a garmeii(

thrown about their i^\oulders; and almoli: all

them had a white wrapper about their heads, m
much unlike a turban. They, were of a tawnj

colour, and of a middling Itature.

At this time a fmall panoe was launched inj

great huiry from the further end of the bead

and putting off with two men, paddled towarj

us, when 1 brought to. They flopped ihort, hov

ever, as if afraid to approach, until Omai, wli

addrclTed them in the Otaheitean language, I

fome meafure quieted their apprehenlions. Tli{

then came near enough to take fome beads ai

nails, which were tied to a piece of wood, aij

thrown into the canoe. Omai, perhaps imprf

perly, put the queftion to them, whether tlij

ever eat human flefh ? which they anfwered

the negativei with a mixture of indignation ail

abhorrence. One of them, whofc name v\

Moui'ooa, being alked how he came by a fcari

his forehead, told us that it was the confequeiij

of a wouild he had got in fighting with the pa

pie ofnn iflaikl, which lies to the north eaflwarj

who fometirnes came to iiivade t!«em. They:

ter\r3l
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of a rope. Still, however

ey would not venture on board.

Mourooa was lufty and well made, but not very

]1. His fi citaros were agreeable, and his dil-

iition feemingly no lefs lb 3 for he made feveral

loll gefticulations, which indicated both good-

ture and a Ihare of humour. His colour was
arly of the lame call with that common to the

11 Ibuthcru Europeans. The other man was
t fo handlbme. Both of them had ftrong

aight hair, of a jet colour, tied together on the

wn of the head with a bit ofclolh. They wore
dies of a fubftance made from the morus papy-

era, in the fame manner as at the other illands

this ocean. They had on a kind of fandals,

ade of a graflTy fuWlanee interwoven; and, as

fpppofed, intended to defend their feet againft

e rough coral rock. Their beards were long,

d the inlide of their arms, from the Ihoulder t^

e elbow, and Ibme other parts, were punctured
tatooed, after the manner of ihe inhabitants of
oft all the other illands in the South Sea. The
e of their ear« was flit to f«ch a length," that

e of them ftuck there a knife and fome l>eads,

lich he had received from us; and the fame
rfon had two poliflied pearl fliells, and a bunch
human hair, loofely twifted, hanging about his

ck, which was the only ornament we obferved*

e canoe they came in was not above ten feet

g, and very narrow j but both ftrong and neat-
made. They paddled either end of it forward
differently. -

We now Hood off and on; and as foon-as the
ips were in a proper ftation, I ordered two
ats to found tlie coaft, and to endeavour to find
anding place. With this view, I went in one

' D2 of
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of them myfelf, taking with me fiich articles tj|

give the natives, as I thought might ferve to gain

their good-will. I had no Iboner put off froiij

the fliip, than the canoe, with the t^^'o menj

which had not left us long before, paddled to

•wards my boatj and, having come along-lid^

Mourooa ftepped into her, without being alkedj

and without a moment's hefitation.

Omai, who was with me, was ordered to en]

quire of him where we could land y and he dij

rented us to two difft^rent places. But I fa^vi

with regret, that the attempt could not be madj

at either place, uulefs at the rilk of having ou|

boats filled with water, or even llaved to piecea

Kor were we more fortunate in our fearch fci

anchorage; for we could find no bottom tij

within a cable's length of the breakers.

While we were thus employed in reconnoitrinj

th^ ihore, great numbers of the natives thronge

down upon the reef, all armed. Mourooa, wli]

was now in my boat, probably thinking that tlii

warlike appearance hindered us from landinj

ordered thdm to retire back. As many of thej

complied, I judged he mull be a perfon of for

confequence among them. Indeed, if weundej

flood him right, he was the king's brother,

great was the curiofity of feveral of them, tliJ

they took to the water, and fwimming off to w

boats, came on board them without referve. ISaj

we found it difficult to keep them outj and itf

more difficult to prevent tbem carrying off evej

thing they could lay their hands upon,

length, when they perceived that we were retiir

ing to the fhips,they all left us, except our origin

vifiter Mourooa. Jle. though not without ti

del
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lent figns of fear, kept his place in my boat, and

xompanied me on board the Ihip.

The cattle, ftnd other new objects, that prefent-

themlelves to him there, did not ftrike him
fith fo much furprrfe as one might have expe6t-

Perhaps his mind was too much taken uj>

)out his own fafety, to allow him to attend to

ther things. I could but get little new infornr-

lioii from him J
and therefore, after he had made

Ihort Hay, I ordered a boat to carry him in

^ward the land. As foon as he got out ^f the

^bin, he happened to ftumble over one of the

)ats. His curiofity now overcoming his fear,

{lopped, looked at it, and aiked Omai whdt
Ird this was? and not receiving an immediate
ifwer from him, he repeated the qu€iiion to

le of the people upon deck. The boat having

inveyed htm pretty near to the furf, he leaped

[to the fca, and fwam afliore. He had no fooner

nded, than the multitude of his countrymen
Ithered round him, as if with an eager curiolity

learn from him what he had feen; and in this

[uation they remained, when we loti: fight of
rem. .

' .

I After leaving Mangeea, as this ifland was call-

I,
on the afternoon ofthe 30th, we continued our
irfe northward all that night, and, till noon on
3lft ; when we again faw land, in the direc-

)n of north-eaft by north, difta'nt eight or ten

iguesj and next morning we got abreaft of its

|rth end. I fent three armed boats to look for

[choring-ground, and a landing-place. In the

;an time, we plyed up under the ifland wijth

IhipSi

kill as the boats were putting off, we obferved

Jral fmgle canoes coming from the iliore,

D3 They-
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They went firll to the Difcovery, flie being tW

neareft Ihip. It was not long after, when threj

of the canoes came along-fide of the RefolutionJ

each condudted by one man. They are long anJ

narrow, and fupported by outriggers. Somj

knives, beads, and other trifles, were conveyed (J

our vifiters ; and they gave us a few cocoa-nutsj

upon our atking for thena. But they did not par

with them by way of exchange for what tlieJ

had received from us. For they feeraed to havj

no idea of bartering; nor did they appear to eiiij

mate any of our prefents at a high rate.

With a little perfualion, one of them came oj

board; and the other two, encouraged by his exi

amplcj foon followed him. Their whole beliaj

viour marked that they were quite at their eafej

After their departure, another canoe arrivej

conduded by a man who brought a bunch
plantains as a prefent to mej alkiiig for me
name, having learnt it from Omai, who \vi

fent before us in a boat, with Mr. Gore, In rj

turn for this civility, I gave him an axe and|

piece of red cloth j and he paddled back to tl^

iliore well fatisfied. I afviward underftood froj

Omai,. that this prefent had been fent from tlj

king, or principal chief of the illand.

Not long after a double canoe, in which wej

twelve men, came towards us, As they dre

near the Ihip, they recited fome words in conceil

by way of chorus, one of their number firft ftanj

ing up, and giving the word before each repel

tion. When they had finiflied their foleiJ

chant, they came along-lide, and alked for til

chief. As foon as I lliewed myfelf, a pig andl

fe>v cocoa-nuts were conveyed up into the fiiif
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)d the principal perfon in the canoe made me an

[ditional prefent of a piece of matting.

lur vi (iters were conduced into the cabin, and

.other parts of the Ihip. Some objedts feemed'

ftrike them with a degree of furprifej but no-

Ing fixed their attention for a moment. They

Ire afraid to come near the cows and horfes j

did they form the leaft coi^ception of their

ture. But the llieep and goats did not furpafs

limits of their ideas; for they gave us to un-

rftand, that they knew them to be birds, I

ide a prefent to my new friend, of what I

Kight might be molt acceptable to himj but,

[his going away, he feemed rather difappointed

In pleafed. J afterwards underitood that he was
delirous of obtaining a dog, of which animal

ifland could not boalt.

phe people in thefe canoes were in general of

liddling lize, and not unlike thofe of Mangeea j

|ugh feveral were of a blacker caft than any
[faw tliere, Theirgfeatures were various, and
\t of the young men rather handfome. Like
fe of Mangeea, they had girdles of glazed

th, or fine matting, the ends of which, being

light betwixt their thighs, covered the adjoin-

parts. Ornaments, compofed of a fort of
id brafs, ftained with red, and lining with
j-ies of tlie night-fliade, were worn about their

Ls. Their cars were bored, but not flit; and
were punftured upon their legs, from the

to the heel, which made them appear as if

wore a kind of boots, Their behaviour was
and cheerful, with a great deal of good^

ire.

)on after day-break, we obferved fome canoes

fing off to the fliips, and one of them dire^ed

. itf
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Its courfe to the Refolution. In it was a hoJ
with feme plantains and coca-nuts, for which th(

people who brought them demanded a dog fron

us, and refufed every other thing that we ofFere

in exchange. To gratify thefe people, Omaj

parted with a favourite dog he had brought fron

•England; and with this acquifition they departej

highly fatisfied.

I difpatched Lieutenant Gore with three boaij

two from the Refolution, and one from thj

iDifcovery. Two of the natives, who had beei

on board, accompanied him, and Omai weif

with him in his boat as an interpreter. Th

fliips being a full league from the ifland wha

the boats put off, it was noon before we couli

work up to it. We then obferved a prodigioj

number of the natives abreaft of the boatj

In order to obfetve their motions, and to be re

dy to give fuch affiflance as our people migj

want, I kept as near the Ihore as was pn

dent. ' Some of the iflanders, now and then can

off to the (hips in their canoes, with a few coca

nuts, which they exchanged for whatever was

fered to thein.

Thefe occafional vifits ferved to leffen my fol

citude about the people who had landed. Thouj

we could get no information from our vifiteJ

yet their venturing on board feemed to imply,)

lead, that their countrymen on fhore had

made ian improper ufe of the confidence put|

them. At length, a little before fun-fet, we
the fatisfaiStion of feeing the boats put off. WIl

they got. on board, I found that Mr. Gore hij

felf, Omai, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, vf

the only perfons Who had landed. The irm
tions of the day "were now fully reported to
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Mr. Andcrfon : I fliall give them nearly in his

)rds.

;" We rowed toward a fmall Tandy beach, upon

hich a great number of the natives had alicni-

jd. Several of the natives fwam off j bringing

;oa-nutsj and Omai, with their countrymen,

lom we had with us in the boats, made ihcm
idble of our wilb to land.

^Ir.Burney,tIie irft lieutenant of thcDifcovcry,

I, went in one canoe, a little time before the

ler; and our condudtors, watching attentively

motions of the furf, landed as fafely upon the

fcf. An iflander took hold of cacii of us, ob\ iouf-

with an intention to fupport us in walking

;r the rugged rocks to the beach, where ievc-

[of the others met us, holding the green bonghs,

la fpecies of mimofa, in their hands, and falut-

[US by applying their nofes to ours.

'e were conduced from the beach amidft a

[wd of people, who flocked with very eager cu-

Vity to look at; us. We were then led up an
pue of cocoa-palms ; and foon came to a nutn-

of men, arranged in two rows, armed with
)s. After walking a Utile way amongft thefe,

[found a perfon, who feeraed a chief, fitting on
ground crofs-legged, cooling himfelf with a

of triangular fan made from a leaf of the co.

•palm. In his ears were large bunches of
itiful red feathers j but he had no other mark
littinguifti him from the rell , of the people,

igh they all obeyed him.
^e proceeded ftill amongft the men armed
clubs, and came to a iccond chief, who fat

ling himfelf, and ornamented as the firft. In
|fame manner we were conducted to a third

f, who feemed older than the two former.
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He alfo was fitting, and adorned with red feaj

thers } and after laluting him as we had done tlij

others, he delired us both to lit down.
In a few minutes, we faw, at a fmall di/lancd

about twenty young women, ornamented as tlij

chiefs, with red feathers, engaged in a danc(

which they performed to a flow and ferious aij

fung by them all. We got up, and went forwarj

to fee them ; and though we muft have beq

ftrangeobjeds to them, they continued their dm
without paying the leaft attention to us. Tiiej

motions and fongwere performed in exa6t conceij

In general, they were rather flout than flendq

v/ith black hair flowing in ringlets down the necj

and of an olive complexion. Their eyes were otj

deep black, and each countenance exprefled a i

gree of complacency and modefty, peculiar to I

fex in every part of the world ; but perhaps mi\

confpJcuoUs here, where Nature prefentcd

with her produftions in the fulleft perfe6ii(i

unbiafled in fentiment by cuftom, or unreflrainj

in manner by art.

The natives now feemed to take fome paiiisl

feparate us from each other; every one off

having his circle, to furround and gaze at liii

and when I told the chief with whom I fat,f|

I wanted to fpeak to Omai, he peremptorilyl

fufed my reqiiefl:. At the fame time, I foij

the people began to fteal feveral trifling tliij

which I had in my pocket ; and when I tookj

liberty of complaining to the chiet'of this trj

nient, he juftified it. From thefe circumftanj

I now entertained apprchcnfions. that they raij

have formed the defign of detaining us amo

thciu.
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[Mr. Burney happening to come to the place

icre I was, I mentioned my fuipicions to him j

I, to put it to the teft, whether tiiey were well

mded, we attempted to get to the beach. But

were Hopped, when about half way, by fome

In who told us, that we mull go back to the

Ice which we had left. On coming up, we
indOmai entertaining the fame apprehenfions.

he had, as he fancied, an additional reafon

being afraid j for he had obferved, that they

dug a hole in the ground for -an oven, which
r were now heating j and he could aflign no

;r reafon for this, than that they meant to

t, and eat us, as is pra6tifed by the iuhabit-

of New Zealand,

ii this manner we were detained the greateft

of the day, behig fomctimes together, and

Retimes feparated, but always in a crowd j

not fatistied with gazing at Us, frequently

[red us to uncover parts of our Ikin ; the fight

Which commonly produced a general murmur
idmiration.

Fpon our urging the bufinefs we came upon,

gave us to underlland, that we muft flay and
with them ; and a pig which we faw, foon
*, lying near the oven, which they had pre-

^d and heated, removed Omai's apprehenlions
jiug put into it himfelf 3 and made us think it

it be intended for our repall. A piece of the

hog that had been drefled, was fet before

)f which we were delired to eat. Our appe-
however, had tailed, from the fatigue of the

and though wc did eat a little to pleafe

i, it was without fatisfa6lion to ourfelves.

[being now near fun-fet, we told them it was
to go ou board. This they allowed 3 and

icut
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fent down to the beach the remainder of {[

vi«5luals that had been dreffed, to be carried witj

us to the Ihips. They put us on board our boatj

with the cocoa-nuts, plantains, and other provif

iions, which they had brought ', and we rowed i

the Ihips, very well pleafed that we had at latt gj

out of the hands of our troublefome mafters.

We regretted much, that our rellrained litd

tion gave us fo little opportunity of making oil

fervations on the country. For, during tiJ

whole day, we were feldom a hundred yards froi

the place where we were introduced to tIj

chiefs, on landing ; and, confequently, were coij

fined to the furrounding objeds. The firft UiId

that prefented itfelf, worthy of our notice, wj

the number of people ; which mull have beenJ

leaft, two thoufand. In general, they had tlitf

hair tied on the crown of the head, long, blac]

and of a moft luxuriant growth. Many of

young men were perfe6t models In fhape, ofl

complexion as delicate as that of the women, ai]

to appearance of a difpofition as amiable.

The wife of one of the chiefs appeared ui|

her child, laid in a piece of red cloth, which
been prefented to her hulband ; and feemed]

carry it with great tendernefs, fuckling it mi^

after the manner of our women. Another cli

introduced his daughter, who was young
beautiful j but appeared with all the timidity)

tural to the fex , though ihe gazed on us witj

kind of anxious concern, that feemed to ftriij

with her fear, and to exprefs her aftonifhraen

fo unufual a light.

About a third part of the men were arij

wifh clubs and fpears. The clubs were generj

about iix feet long, made of hard black W
1»
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ce-fhaped at the end, but much broader, with

edge nicely fcolloped, and the whole neatly

liihed.

What the foil of the ifland may be, farther in-

d, wc could not tell. But, toward the fea, it

nothing more than a bank of coral, ten or

elve feet high, fteep, and rugged 5 except where

re are fmall fandy beaches, at fome clefts

ere the afcent is gradual. The reef or rock^

t lines the fliore entirely, runs to diiferent

adths into the fea, where it ends, all at once,

becomes like a high, lleep wall."

hough the landing of our gentlemen proved

means of enriching my journal with the fore-

ng particulars, the principal objc6t I had in

iw was, ill a great meafure, unattiiined 5 for the

was fpent without getting any one thing from
illand worth mentioning. The natives, how-

r, were gratified with a light they never before

5 and, probably, will never have again. And
e curiolity feems to have been the chief mo-
tor keeping the gentlemen under fuch re-

int, and for uling every art to prolong their

tinuance amongll them,
mai was Mr. Gore's interpreter j but that was
the only fervice he performed this day. He
alked, by the natives, a great many queftions

:erning usj and according to the account he
e nie, his anfwers were not a little upon the
vellous. As, for inllance, he told them, that

country had iliips a.; large as their illand ; on
rd which were inltruments of war, of fuch di-

fions, that feveral people might lit within
1 ; and that one of them was lufKcient to

1 the whole illand at one lliot. This led
oL. ML E them
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them to enquire of him, what fort of guns we ad

tvially had in our two Ihips. He faid, that thougU

they were but fmall, in comparifon with thofehj

had juft defcribed, yet, with fuch as they were!

we could, with the greatell eafe, aud at the difj

tance the iliips were from the Ihore, deftroy tlif

illand, and kill every foul in it. They ^^erfevere

in their enquiries, to know by what means ili|

could be done 5 and Omai explained the matta

as well as he could. He happened luckily to hayj

a few cartridges in his pocket. Thefe heprodu|

ed J the balls, and the gunpowder which was!

fet them in motion, were fubmitted to infpeftic

and, to fupply the defedts of his defcription,

appeal was made to the fenfes of the lpe6tato^

In the centre of a circle formed by the native

the inconfiderable quantity of gunpowder, d
]e6ted from his cartridges, was properly difpofJ

upon the ground, and, by means of a bit of buij

ing wood from the oven, where dinner was drej

ing, fet on fire. The fudden blail, and loud

port, the mingled flame and fmoke, that inlbij

ly fuccceded, now filled the whole alVemi

with aflonifliment} they no longer doubted

tremendous power of our weapons, and gal

full credit to all that Omai had laid. Thisproif

bly induced them to liberate the gentlemen.

Omai found three of his countrymen lieil

their Itory is an atfe^ling one, as related by hij

About twenty perfons had embarked on boaif

canoeat Otaheite, to crols over to the neighboj

ing ifland, Ulieta. Aviolcnt contrarywind ariiij

they could neither reach the latter, nor get b|

to the former. Their intended pallage beinj

very Ihort one^ their ilock of provilioua was I'cj
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r and foon exhaufted. The hardfhlps they fuf-

Ired while driven along by the florm, are not to

conceived. They palTed many days without

kenance. Their numbers gradually drminifli-

i worn out by famine and fatigue. Four only

rvived, when the canoe overl'et. However,

»y kept hanging by the lide of the veflel, lill

evidence brought them in fight of the people

this ifland, who immediately fent out canoes,

brought them aihore.' Of the four, one was

ice dead. The other tb^-ee ftill living, fpokc

dily of the kind treatment they here met with,

^d io well fatisfied were they with their litua-

^n, that they refufed the offer made to them by

gentlemen, at Omai's requeft, of giving them
)afrage on board our Ihips, to rcftore them to

;ir native illands.

[The landing of our gentlemen on this ifland,

>ugh thev failed in the obje6t of it, cannot but
confidered as a very fortunate circumftance.

has proved, as we have feen, the means of

inging to our knowledge a matter of fa61:, not

ily very curious, but very inftru6tive. The ap-

jcation of the above narrative is obvious. It

|11 ferve to explain, better than a thoufand

ijedures of fpeculative reafoners, how the de-

?bed parts of the earth, and in particular how
iflands of the South Seas may have been firft

)plcd ; cfpecially thofe that lie remote from any
habited continent, or from each other.

^Vlth a gentle breeze at eaft, we got up with
iteeoo on the 3d of April, and I immediately
)atched Mr. Gore, with two boats, to endeavour
)rocure fome food for our cattle. As there'

lied to be no inhabitants here to obftru6t our

E 2 taking
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(^

taking away whatever we might think properl

onr boHts no fooner reached the weft fide of thj

illand, but they ventured in, and Mr. Gore aiiij

his party got lafe on Ihore.

I'lie i'upply obtained here, conlifted of abo\iti

hundred cocoa-nuts for each Ihip 3 we alio got foi|

our cattle fonie grafs, and a quantity of the leave

and branches of young cocoa-trees, and of th^

wharra tree, as it is called at Otaheite.

The only birds feen here, were a beautiful cue

koo, of a chefnut brown, variegated with blackJ

which was ihot. And upon the fliore, fome egg]

birds 3 a fmall fort of 'curlew j blue and whii(

herons 3 and great numbers of noddies.

One of our people caught a lizard, of a mcj

forbidding alpe6t, though fmall, running up

tree 5 and many of another fort were feen.

Though there were, at this time, no fixed iol

habitants upon the iiland, indubitable marks r(i|

mained of its being, at leaft, occafionally Ira

quented. In particular, a few empty huts weij

found. In one of them, Mr. Gore left a hatchtj

and fome nails, to the full value of what we tod

away.
As foon as the boats were hoifted in, I madl

fail again to the northward. Although Hervejl

Iiland, difcovered in 1 yySy was not above fifte

leagues diftant, yet we did not get fight of it til

day-break in the morning. As we drew near

we obferved feveral canoes put off towards

ihips. There were from three to fix men in ead

of them. They Hopped at the diftance of aboj

a ftone's throw from the Ihip j and it was foe

time before Omai could prevail upon tliem

come along-fide 3 but np entreaties could indu
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IV of tliem to venture on board. Indeed, their

({orderly and clamorous behaviour, by no means

jldicated a difpofition to trull us, or treat us well;

'^e afterwards learnt, that they had attempted

take Ibiiie oars out of the Difcovery's boat that

along-iide, and ftruck a man who endeavour-

to prevent them. They alfo cut away, with

ihell, a net with meat, which hung over that

jip's Itern, and abfolntely refufed to reftore it j

ough we afterwards purchafed it of them,

hole who were about our lliip, behaved in th6

jme daring manner. At the fame time, they

^mediately fhewed a knowledge of bartering,

kI fold feme filh they had for fmall nails, of

»ich they were immoderately fond, and called

tm goore. But they caught, with the greateft

[idity, bits of paper, or any thing elfe that was
rowii to them.

[Tliefe people feemed to differ as much in per-

as in difpofition, from the natives of Watee-
though the dittance between the two iflands

[not very great. Their colour was of a deeper

and feveral had a fier«;e, rugged afpe6t, re-

ibling the natives of New Zealand. The Ihell

[a pearl-oyfter, poliilicd, hung about the neck*
IS the only perfonal decoration that we obferv-

,amoiigll them -, for not one of them )iad adopt-

that mode of ornament, lb generally prevalent

longll the natives of this ocean, of punduring,
[tatooing, their bodies.

'hough Angular in this, we had the mofl une-

Jivocal proofs of thejr being of the fame com-
m race. Their language approached ftill near-

to the dialed of Otaheite than that of Watee-
)rMangeea.

E,3 Haviiig
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Having but very little wind, it was one o'clocl

before we drew near the north-weft part of thj

illand j when I lent Lieutenant King, with two|

armed boats to found and reconnoitre the coal

while we ftood off and on ,with the fhips.

At three o'clock, the boats returned ; and MrJ

King informecl me, *' that there was no anchorJ

age for the ibips j and that the boats could onl|

land on the outer edge of the reef, which lay abooj

a quarter of a mile from the dry land. He faid

that a number of the natives came down upon thj

reef, armed with long pikes and clubs. But,;

he had no motive to land, he did not give then

an opportunity to ufe them."

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procurei

a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any of th

iflands/we had lately vilited, it was my purpoll

to have ftood back to the fouth, till I had ma

with a weflerly wind. But the certain confJ

quence of doing this, without fuch a fupplJ

would have been the lofs of all the cattle, befoj

we could poffibly reach Otaheite, without gain

ing one advantage, with regard to the great olj

jeS of our voyage. I therefore determined

bear away for the Friendly Iflands, where i wl

fure of meeting with abundance of every tiling]

wanted.
April the 7th, I fleered weft by fouth, with!

fine ^breeze eafterly. I propofed to proceed fiJ

to Middleburgh, or Eooa j thinking, if the win

continued favourable, that we had food enoug

on board for the cattle, to laft till we ftiou

reach that ifland. But. about noon, next daj

thofe faint breezes, that had attended and retail

ed us fo long; again returned 3 and I found it

,

'

ceiTai
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fary to haul more to the north, to get into the

titude of Palmerftone's and Savage Illands, dif-

fered in 1774, during my laft voyage j that if

;eirity required it, we might have recourle to

;ni.

,t length, at day-break, on the 13th, we faw

[merftone Illand, diftant abput five leagues.

>wever, we did not get up with it, till eight

lock the next morning. I then lent four

its with an officer in each, to fearch the coaft

the moll convenient landing place.

The boats firft examined the fouth eafternmoft

•t, and failing there, ran down to the eaft,

iere we had the fatisfadion to fee them land.

lis place is not inhabited.

ibout one o'clock, one of the boats.came on
ird, laden with fcurvy-grafs and young cocoa-

I trees J
which at this time, was a feaft for the

(tie. Before evening, I \vent afhore in a fmall

It, accompanied by Captain Gierke.

^Ve found every body hard at work, and the

[ding place to be in a fmall creek. Upon the

les that front the fea, or even farther in, we
|nd a great number of men of war birds, tro-

birds, and two forts of boobies, which, at this

ie, were laying their eggs, and fo tame, that

[y fuff'ered us to take them off with our hands.

.t one part of the reef, which looks into, or

mds, the lake that is within, there was a large

of coral, almoft even with the furface, which
Jrded, perhaps, one of the moll enchanting
fpedts that Nature has any where produced.
)afe was fixed to the ihore, but reached fo far

that it could not be feen j fo that it feemed to

fufpeuded in the water, which deepened fo

fuddenly,
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fuddenly, that, at the diftanrc of a few yard

there might be iWen or eight fathoms. Thefej

was, at this time, quite unruffled j and the fuj

ihining bright, expofed the various forts of coral

in the moft beautiful order. This fcene wa^j ej

Hveiied by numerous fpecies of filhes glidin

along in apparent fecurity.

There were no traces of inhabitants havin

ever been here j if we except a fmall piece of I

canoe that was found upon ti.e beach, whicl|

probably, may have drifted from fome olli

ifland.

" After the boats were laden, I returned

board, leaving Mr. Gore, wiih a party, to
pjj

the night on Ihore, in order to be ready to go|

"Work early the next morning.
That day was accordingly fpcnt, as the prece

ing one had been, in collefting food for the d
tie. Having got a fufficient fupply by funletj

ordered every body on board. But having litj

or no wind, I determined to wait, and to emplj

the next day, in trying to get fome cocoa-ni|

from the next ifland, where we could obfen

that thofe trees were in much greater abundaij

than where we had already landed.

With this view I went with the boats to I

\t^eft fide of the ifland, and landed, with little i

ficulty ; and immediately fet the people to gat|

cocoa-nuts, which we found in great abundai]

Omai, who was with me, caught, with a I'd

net, in a very fliort time, as much fifli as ferj

the whole party on ihore for dinner, belli

fending fome to both fliips. Here were alfo gij

abundance of birds, particularly men of war!

tropic birds 3 fo that we fared fumptuoufly.
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is but doing juftice to Omai to fay, that, in

thefe excurlions, he was of the greateft ufe.

)r he not only caught the filh, but drelfed

^efe, and the birds we killed, in an oven, with

lated Hones, after the faihion of his country,

^ith a dexterity and good humour that did him
reat credit.

We found this iflot near a half larger than the

[her, and almoft entirely covered with cocoa

llms. A young turtle had been lately thrown

Jiore here, as it was ftill full of maggots. We
wind fome fcorpions, a few other infers, and a

[eater number of filli upon the reefs.

[Upon the whole, we did not fpend our time

Iprofitably at this laft illot j for we got there

[out twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were
|ually divided amongft the whole crew.

?lienine or ten low illots, comprehended under
name of Palmerllone's Irtand, may be reckon-

|the heads or fummits of the reef of coral rock.

It connects them together, covered only with a.

|n coat of land, yet clothed, as already obferv-

with trees and plants.

^he heat, which had been great for about a
)nth, became now much more difagreeable,

|m the clofe rainy weather j and, from the

illure attending it, threatened foon to be
Uous. However, it is remarkable enough,
though the only refrclhment we had receiv-

[fince leaving the Cape of Good Hope, was
.at New Zealand, there was not, yet, a

fie perfon on board lick, from the conftant

of fait food,, or vicillitude of climate.

the night between the 24th and 25th we
id Savage liland, which I had difcovered in

1774.
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1771. I fleered for the fouth, and then haulfl

u]) for Annamooka.
It wns no fooner day-light, than we were vifit|

cd by fix or feven canoes from different iflanj

bringing with them, bcfidcs fruits and roots, t«j

pigs, feveral fowls, fome large wood-pigeon

ihiall rails, and large violet-coloured coots,

thcfe they exchanged with us for beads, nailj

hatchets, &c. They had al fo other articles ot'coiil

merce j but I ordered that no curiofities fliouldl

purchafedtill thelhipslhould befuppliedwithpn

vifions, and leave given for that purpofe. Knoij

ing, alfo, from experience, that, if all our peo]j

might trade with the natives, according to tin

own caprice, perpetual quarrels would enfuc, Ii

dered that particular perfons ihould nianagei

traffic both on board and on Ihore, prohibitinc

others to interfere. Before mid-day, Mr. Kin

who had been fent to Komango, returned \\'\

feven hogs, fome fowls, a quantity of fruit:

roots, and fome grafs for the cattle. His party

very civilly treated at Komango. The inhat

ants did not leem to be numerous j and tli

huts, which flood clofe to each other, withij

plantain walk, were but indifferent. Not

from them^was a pretty large pond of frelh

ter, tolerably good ; but there was no appearaj

of any flream. With Mr. King came on ba

the chief of the illand, named Tooboulanj

and another, whofe name was TiTipa.

brought with them a hog, as a prefent to|

promiling more the next dayj and they

their word.
I now refumed the very fame ilatioii whi^

had occupied when I vilited Annamooka ta

J



CAPTAIN COOK. AJ

ifs bctbre ; nnd probably, almoft In the fame

ice where Tal'man, the firll difcoverer of this

[d fome of the neighbouring iilauUs^ anchored

16 13.

The following day I went alhore, accompanied

Caplain Clcrkc. Toobou, the chief of the

ind, conducted rae and Omai to his houfe.

fe found it lituated on a j)leafant fpot, in the

itre of his plantation. While we were on

>re, we procured a few hogs and fome fruit,

Ibartering \ and, before we got on hoard again,

ihips were crowded with the natives. Few
them coming empty-handed, every necclTary

frelhment was now in the greatell plenty.

landed again in the afternoon, with a party

[marines; and, at the fame time, the horfes,

fuch of the cattle as were in a weakly Hate,

re fcnt on fhore. Every thing being fettled

ly fatisfri6tion, I returned to the fhip at fun-

leaving the command upon the illand to Mr.

.ext day. May Dd, our various operations on
[re began. In the evening, before the natives

Ired from our poll, Taipa harangued them for

le time. "NVe could only guefs at the fubje6t

;

judged, that he was inftruding them how to

lave towards us, and encouraging them to

lig the produce of the illand to market. We
jerienced the good efFefts of his eloquence in

plentiful fupply of provilions which, next

I,
we received.

In the 6th, we were vifited by a great chief
Tongataboo, whofe name was Feenou, and

^m Taipa was pleafed to introduce to us as

of all the Friendly Ifles. All I'le natives

their obcifancc; to him, by bowing their

heads
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heads as low as his feet, the foles of which thejj

alfo touched with each hand, firll with the palmj

and then with the back part. There could bel

little room to fulpeft that a perfon, received witj

{o much refped, could be any thing lefs than thef

king.

In the afternoon, I went to pay this great mai|

a vilit, having firll received a prefent of two fiH

from him, brought on board by one of his ferj

vants. As loon as I landed, he came up to me[

He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tallj

but thin, and had more of the European feature

than any I had yet feen here. After a Ihort ftaj

our new vifiter, and five or fix of his attendantsj

accompanied me on board. I gave fuitable prd

fents to them all, and entertained them in fuch

manner, as I thought would be nioft agreeable.

In the evening I attended them on Ihorc in nil

boat, into which the chief ordered three hogs

be put, as a return for the prefents he had rc|

ceived from me.
The firil day of our arrival at Annamookj

one of the natives had flolen, out of the ihipj

large junk axe. I now applied to Feenou, wi

was my gueft on the 8th, to exert his authorij

to get it reftored to me j and fo implicitly vil

he obeyed, that it was brought on board whij

we were at dinner. Thefe people gave us very Ifi

quent opportunities of remarking what trxpfj

thieves they were. Even fome of the chiefs didi

think this protVliion beneath them. Onthciovi

clafs a flogging feemed to make no greater impn

fiou than it would have done upon the mainra

When any of them happened to be caught in

a6b, their fuperiors, far from interceding for iliej

would often advife us to kill them. As this\|

a puiiil

VtLj
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Ipunillinient we did not chufe to inflict, they

jnerally cfcaped without any puniihment at all,

aptain Gierke, at laft, hit upon a mode of treats

fent, which, we thought, had fome efl:e6t. He
It them under the hands of the barber, and

[mpletely iliaved their heads ; thus pointing

[em out as objects of ridicule to their country-

ni, and enabling our people to deprive them of

ture opportunities for a repetition of their ro-

lieries, by keeping them at a diftance.

i'eenou, underftanding that I meant to pro-

id diredly to Tongataboo, importuned me
nio-ly to alter this plan, to which he exprefled

(much averlion as if he had fome particular in-

jeft to promote by diverting me from it. In

bference to it, he warmly recommended an

ind, or rather a group of illands, called Ha-
:e, lying to the north-eafl. There, he affured

we could be fupplied plentifully with every

freihrnent, in the ealieft manner ; ^nd, to add
light to his advice, he engaged to attend us

[ther in perfon. He carried his point with

and Hapaee was made choice of for our

Lt flation. As it had never been vifitcd h^y

European fhips, the examination of it be-

le an objed with me.
ifter fome unimportant tranfaclions, at day-

ik, in the morning of the l6th, we fleered

[th-eall for Hapaee, which was now in fight.

p day we came to anchor. By this time the

).s were filled with the natives. They brought
the Ihore; hogs, fowls, fruit, and roots,

[ch they exchanged for hatchets, knives, nails.

Is, and cloth. I went on lliore, accompanied
>mai and I'eeiiou^ landing at the north part

foL.VII. F of
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of Lefooga, a little to the right of the ihlp's

ftation.

The chief condu6i:ed me to a hut, lituated

dole to the fea-beach, which I had leen bronghtj

thither, but a few minutes before, for our recep.

tion. In this Feenou, Omai, and myfelf, were

feated. The other chiefs, and the multitudej

compofed a circle, on the outfide, fronting usj

and tliey alfo fat down. I was then alkcd, how

long I intended to Hay ? On my faying, five daysJ

Taipa was ordered to come and fit by me, a

proclaim this to the people. He then haranguedl

them, in a fpeech mottly dictated by FeeiiJiiJ

The purport of it, as I learnt from Omai, was,

that they were all, both old and yoitng, to lool

upon me as a friend, who intended to remaii

with them a few days j that, during my itay,

they muft not fteal any thing, nor inoleft me an;

other way j and that it was expefted, they fiiouli

bring hogs, fowls, fruit, &c. to the Ihips, when

they would receive, in exchange for them, fuel

and fuch things, which he enumerated. Taip

then took occafion to figni fy to me, that it w
neceffary I Ihould make a prefent to the chief oj

of the illand, whofe name was Earoupa. I wai

not unprepared for this j and gave him fuch ar|

tides as far exceeded his expeSation. My libej

rality to him brought upon me demands, of ti

fame kind, from two chiefs of other illes w

were prefent ; and from Tapia himfelf.
* After viewing the watering-place, we returm

to our former ftation, where I tound a baked hoj

and fome yams, linoking hot, ready to be cam
on board for my dinner. I invited Feenou, n

his friends^ to partake of if 3 and we embarki

a



CAPTAIN COOK. 51

for the ihip ; but nore but himfelf fat down
fiih us at the table. After dinner I conduced

iheni on fliore ; and, before I returned on board,

'

[he chief gave me a fine large turtle, and a quan-

iity of yams. Our fupply of provilions was co-

)ious ; for, in the courfe of the day, we got, by

iarter, along-fide the iliip, about twenty fmall

logs, befide fruit and robts.

Next morning early, Feenou and Omai, who
fcarcely ever quitted the chief, and now flept on

hore, came on board. The obje6t of the vilit

M^ to require my prefence upon the ifland j

'here I faw a large concourfe of people already

Iflemblcd. I guefled that fomeihing more than

irdinary was in agitation ^ but could not tell

ihai, nor could Omai inform me.

I had not long been landed, befo»*e near a hun-
Ircd Oi ihe natives appeared in iight, and ad-

lance ' In with yams, bread-fruit, plantains,

)coa-ii ' J, and fugar-canes. They depofited

leir burthens, in tw^o heaps, or piles, upon our

;ft. Soon after, arrived a number of others,

learing the liime kind of articles 3 which were
jolle6ted into two piles upon the right. To thefe

,'ere tied two pigs and fix fowls j and to thofc

)on the left, fix pigs and two turtles.

As foon as this munificent colle6tion of provi-

jons was laid down in order, and difpofed to the

\ei\ advantage, the bearers of it joined the mul-
ftnde, who formed a large circle found the

diole. Prefently after a number of men entered
lis circle, or area, before us, armed with clubs,

bde of the green bran< hes of the cocoa-nut

fee. Thefe paraded about for a few minutes,
id then retired j the one half to one fide, and
^e other half to .the other fide,, feating them-

F 2 felve*
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felves before the fped:ators. Soon after, they fuJ

celKvely entered the lifts, and entertained us witli|

fingle combats. One 'champion, riling up an(

Hepping forward from one lide, challenged t'hofj

of the other fide, by exprelfive gefturcs, morl

than by words, to fend one of their body to op]

pofe him. If the challenge was accepted, whiclj

was generally the cafe, the two combatants puj

themfelves in proper attitudes, and then bega|

the engagement, which continued till one

other owned himfelf conquered, or till theJ

weapons were broken. As foon as each comba|

was over, the vi6tor fquatted himfelf down facei

ing the chief, then rofe up, and retired. At tlii

fame time, fome old men, who leemed to litrJ

judges, gave their plaudit in a few words ; ani

the multitude, efpecially thofe on the fide tJ

which the viftor belonged, celebrated the gloif

he had acquired, in two or three huzzas.

This entertainment was now and then fufpendi

ed for a few minutes. During thefe intervaj

there were both wreftling and boxing matche

The firft were performed in the fame manner;

at Otaheite ; and the fecond diiFered very littlj

from the method pra6tifed in England. M
what ftruck us with the moft furprife was, toffj

a couple of lufty wenches ftep forth, and begij

boxiiig, without the leaft ceremony, and withi

much art as the men. This conteft, howcve

did not laft above half a minute, before one

i

them gave it up .The conquering heroine

ceived the fame applaufe from the fpedatpil

which they bellowed upon the fuccefsful conj

batants of the other fqx. We exprefled fon

dillike at this part of the entertainment j whi(i

liowever^ did not prevent two other fcnjales fra

eiiteriil
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itering the lifts. They feemed to be girls of

lirit, and would certainly have given each other

[good drubbing, if two old women had not in-

ifpoled to part tht*m. All thele combats were

ihibited in the mid ft of at leafl: three thoufand

^ople, and were condadted with the greateft

)od humour on all fides.

As foon as thefe diverfionS were ended, the

lief told me, that the heaps of provifions on our

rht hand were a prefent to Omai j and that

p)fe on our left hand, being about two-thirds of

whole quantity, were given to me. He add-

[, that I might take them on board whenever
[was convenient -, but that there would be no
:afion to fet any of our people as guards over

?m, as I might be alfured, that not a fingle

:oa-nut would be taken away by the natives,

it prol^ed ; for I left every thing behind, and
turned to the Ihip to dinner, carrying the chief

|th me ; and when the provifions were removed
board, in the afternoon, not a fingle article

is milling. There was as much as loaded four

Its ; and I could not but be (truck with the

inificence of Feenou j for this prefent far ex-

uded any I had ever received from any of the

rereigns of the various iflands I had vifited in

Pacific Ocean. I loft no time in convincing
friend, that I was not infenfible of his libe-

rty } for, before he quitted my fhip, J beftow-
upon him fuch of my commodities, as, I

jlTed, w^ere mott valuable in his eftimation.

Feenou had exprefled a defire to fee the marines
[through the militaiy exercife. As I was defir-

to gratify his curiotity, I ordered them all

[ore, from both ftiips, in the morning. After
had pei-faroied various evolutions, and fired

F3 feveral



54 THIRD VOYAGE /)F

feveral vollies, with which the numerous body
i

fpeftators feemed well pleafed, the chief enter]

tained us, in his turn, with an exhibition, whicli

as was acknowledged by us all, was performc!

with a dexterity and exa6tnels, far furpaffing tli

fpecimen we had given of our military manoen

vres. It was a kind of a dance, fo entirely di|

ferent from any thing I had ever feen, that!

fear, I can give no defcription that will convq

any tolerable idea of it to my readers. It ^v

performed by men ; and one hundred and i[\

perfons bore their parts in it. Each of themhaj

in his hand an inftrument neatly made, IhapfJ

fomewhat like a p^tddle, of two feet and a half ij

length, with a fmall handle and a thin bladej

io that they were very light. • With thefe inllr(

ments, they made many and various fiouriilifl

each of which was accompanied with a differeij

movement. At firlt, the performers ranged then

felves in three lines j and, by various evolutiod

each man changed his ftation in fuch a manna

that thofe who had been in the rear came ini

the front. Nor did they remain long in the fan

pofition. At one time, they extended themfelvj

in one line ; they then formed into a femicirclj

and laftly into two fquare columns. While tlf

laft movement was executing, one of them aj

vanced, and performed an antic dance before

i

with which the whole ended.

The mufical instruments confided of tJ

drums, or rather two hollow logs of A^ood, frij

which fome varied notes were produced, by be

ing on them with two (licks. It did not, hi

ever, appear to me, that the dancers were mu

afiifted by thefe founds, but by a chorus ofvo

mufic^ in which all the performers joined at!
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by a chorus of vo
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le time. Their fong was not deftitute of

jaling melody j and all their correfponding

)tioas were executed with fo much Ikill, that

numerous body of dancers feemed to aft, as

[they were one great machine. It was the opi-

)n of every one of us, that fuCh a performance

)uld have met with univerfal applaufe on an
iropean theatre 5 and it fo far texceeded any

tempt we had made to entertain thera, that they

|med to pique themfelvcs upon the fuperiority

*y had over us. As to our mJical inftruments,

;v held none of them in Uie lead efteem, ex-

)t the drum j and even that they did not think

lal to their own.

[n order to give them a more favourable opi-

iii of Engliili amufements, and to leave their

ids fully imprefled with the deepeft fenfe of
fuperior attainments, I direded fome fire-

[rks to be got ready -, and, after it was dark,

lyed them off in the prefence of Feenou, the

Jer chiefs, and a vail concourfe of their people.

jr water and Iky-rockets, in particular, pleafed

aftoniibed them beyond all conception j and
fcale was now turned in our favour,

'his, however, feemed only to furniih them
[h an additional motive ta proceed tofrefh ex-
[onsof their very fingular dexterity; and our
[works were no fooncr ended, than a fuccef-

of dances began. As a prelude to them, a
[d of mufic, or chorus of eighteen men, feated

ifelves.before us, in the centre of the circle.

Ir, or five of this band had pieces of large

iboo, from three to five or fix feet long j the
;r end open, but the other end clofed by one
le joints. With this clofe end, theperform-
tept conftantly ftriking the ground; though

ilowly.
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flowly, thus producing different notes, according

to the different lengths of the inllruments, but]

all of them of the hollow or bafe fort ; to coun-

terad which, a perfon kept ftriking quickly, and]

with two (licks, a piece of the fame fubftance, fplit,

and laid along the ground, and, by that meanJ
furnifliing a tone as acute, as thofe produced by

the others were grave. The reft of the band, as

well as thofe who performed upon the bamboos,

fung a flow and foft air, which fo tempered the

harfher notes of the above inftruments, that no

bye-ftander, however accuftomed to hear the

moft perfect and varied modulation of fwectl

founds, could avoid confefling the vaft power, aii(l|

pleafing effe6t, of this limple harmo-^y.

Soon after they had finilhed, nine women ex.|

hibited themfelves, and fat down fronting thel

hut where the chief was. A man then rofe, and!

flruck the firft of thefe women on the back, witil

both fifts joined. He proceeded, in the farael

nianner to the fecond and third; but when hel

came to the fourth, whether from accident orl

defign I cannot tell, inftead of the back, he ftruckl

her on the breaft. Upon this, a perfon rofe iiw

ilantly from the crowd, who brought him to tliel

ground with a blow on the head ; and he \va

carried off without the leaft noife or diforder|

But this did not fave the other five women fron

fo odd a difcipline, or perhaps neceffary ceremoj

nyj for a perfon fucceeded him, who treatel

them in the fame manner. Their difgrace dil

not end here j for when they danced, they h\

the mortification to find, their performance twic

<lifapproved of, and were obliged to repeat it,

Curiofity, on both fides, being now fufficientj

Jy gratified, by the exhibition of the various enl

lertainments I have defcribed^ I began to hav

till
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lime to look about rae. Accordingly, next day,

took a walk into the Illand of Lcefooga, of

^'hich I was dc(ir.)us to obtain Ibme knowledge.

found it to bt% in feveral refpe(5ts, fuperior to

Liinamooka. The plantations were more nunle-

lous, and more ex ten live. We obferved large fpots

lovercd with tlie paper mulberry-trees j and the

llintations, in general, were well flocked with

uch roots and fruits as arc the natural produce

if the illand. To thefe I made fome addition^

[y fowing the feeds of Indian corn, melons,

lumpkins, and the like.

The illand is not above Icven miles long ; and,

fome places, not above two or three broad*

'he eall fide of it, which is cxpofed to the trade

and, has a reef, running to a confiderable

Ireadth from it, on which the fea breaks with
treat violence.

When I returned from ray excurfion into tlie

)untry», I found a large failing canoe fall to the

iiip's Itern. In this caiioe was Latooliboula,

rhom I had feen at Tongataboo, during my laft

[oyage j and who was then fuppofed by us to be
)p king of that illand. He fat iii the canoe;

rith all that gravity, by which he was fo re-

larkably diftinguifhed at that time ; nor could

by any entreaties, prevail upon him now tp

)me into the fliip. Many of the iilanders were
[rcfent j and they all called him Arekee, which
Ignilies king. I had never heard any one of them
ive this title to Feenou, however extenlive his

ithority over them, both here and at Anna-
looka, had appeared to bej which had, all along,

iclined me to fufpe6t that he was not the kingj
|KHigh his friend, Taipa, had taken pains to

lake me believe he was^ Feenou was on board
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my fliip at the fame timej but neither of thefj

great men took the lead notice of each other.

Jn the morning of the 23d, as we were going (J

unmoor, in order to leave the ifland, I'eenou,?!

his prinie-minifler, Taipa, came along-lidc in|

failing canoe, and informed me, that they were let!

ting out for Vavaoo, an illand, which tley faidi

lies about two days fail to the northward of Hal

pace. The obje6t of their voyage, they woull

liave me believe, was to get for me an aduitionj

al fupply of hogs, and fonie red feathered caa

forOmai, to carry toOtaheite, where they aiT

high efteem. Feenou allured me, that he fltoull

be back in four or five days; and delired me m
to fail till his return, when, he promifed he woiilj

acco?npany me to Tongataboo. I thought tlij

a good opportunity to get fome knowledge of Va|

vaoo, and.propofed to him to go thither withtli

ihips 5 but he feemed not to approve of the plaol

and, by way of diverting nie from it, told nil

that there was neither harbour nor anclioraj

about it. I therefore confented to wait, in

prefent flation, for his return ; and he immed]

ately fet out.

In^y walk, on the 25th^ I happened to U
into a houfe, where I found a woman Ihavingl

child's head with a lliark's tooth, ftuck into tlf

endof apiece of ftick. I obferved that {he. m
wetted the hair with a rag dipped in water, aj

plying her inlirument to that part which flie U
previouily foaked. The operation feemed to m
no pain to the child ; although the hair mi

taken off as clofe as if one of our razors had be

employed. Encouraged by what I now fa\v,|

foon after tried one of thole fingular inftrumenj

upon myfelf^ 9n4 fpund it to be an excellent/aJ
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sneum. However, the men of thefe iflaiids have

pcourie to another contrivance when they ihave

jeir beards. The operation is performed with

;o (hells J
one of which they place under a fmall

irt of the beard, and with the' other, applied

)dve, they Icrape that part oft'. In this manner

ley are able to (have very clofe. The procefs is,

^cieed, rather tedious, but not painful j and

lere are men amongft them, who feem to profef*

iis trade.
" It was as common, while we were

;re, to fee our failors go alhore to have their

pards fcraped off, after the falhion of Hapaee,

it was to fee their chiefs come on board to be
laved by our barbers.

Finding that little or nothing of the produce

the illand^vas now brought to the fliips, I re-

Jived to change our ftation, and in the afternoon

the 20th of May, I hauled into a bay that lies

itween the fouth end of Lefooga, and the north

Id of Hoolaiva, and there anchored.

[Near the fouth end of the Ifl'and of Lefooga,

met with an artificial mount. From the lize

fonie trees that were growing upon it, and
)m other appearances, I gueffed that it had
leii raifed in remote times. I judged it to be
[oat forty feet highj and the diameter of its

imit meafured fifty feet. At the bottom of
(s mount flood a floue, which mufl have been
j\vn off coral rock. It was four feet broad,

[o and a half thick, and fourteen high} and-
were told by the natives prefent, that not

)ve half its length appeared above ground.
|ey called it Tangata Arekee *j and faid, that

lad been fet up, and the mount raifed^ by folnc

Tangata, in their hnguagci is nuan j Arckce, king.

1 of
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of their forefathers, in memory of one of tlielr|

kings 5 but how long fince they could not tdl.

Aboyt noon, a large failing canoe came undej

our item, in which was a pcrfon named Futtaf

faihe, or Poulaho, or both ; who, as the native

.then on board told us, was king of Tangatabooi

and of* all the neighbouring iilands. It bcinJ

my intereft, as well as my inclination, to paij

conrt to all the great men, without making en]

quiry into the validity of their aflumed titles,!

invited Poulaho on board j he brotight with hin

as a prefent, two fat hogs, though not fo fat:

himfelf. If weight of body could give weigli

in rank or power, he was certainly the moft eirJ

nent man, in that refpeft, we had feen. I i'oml

him to be a fedate, fenfible man. He viewed tlJ

fhip, and the feveral new objedts, with uncommol
attention j and alked many pertinent queftioni|

one of which was : What could induce us to vifi

thefe iilands ? After he had fatisfied his curiofitj

in looking at the cattle, and other novelties whicj

lie met with upon deck, I delired him to wall

down into the cabin. To this his attendants oa

je(5Ved, faying, that if he were to accept of tlii

invitation, it mult happen, that people woi]|

"Walkover his head; but the chief, himfelf id

fcrupulous, in this refpedit, than his attendant|

waved all ceremony, and walked down.
Poulaho fat down with us to dinner; buti

ate little, and drank lefs. When we rofe froJ

the table, he defired me to accompany him allion

I attended the chief in my own boat, having iii

made prefents tohim of fuch articles as, I coti

obfefve, he valued much, and were even beyoij

his expedation to receive. I was not difappoin

cd in my view of thus fecuring his fricndlliiil



CAPTAIN COOK. 6l

kbr the moment the boat reached the beach, ho
jrdered'two more hogs to be brought, and de-

pvcred to my people. He was then carried out

)f the boat, by Ibme of his own people, upon a

)oard relembling a hand-barrow, and went and

tented himl'elf in a fmall houle near the fliorcj

^hlch feemed to have been ere6ted there for his

Accommodation. He placed me at his fide; and
us attendants feated themfelves in a femicirclc

tefore us, on the outfide of the houfe. Behind
le chief, or rather on one lidc, fat an old wo-
lan, with a fort of fan in her hand, whofe office

was, to prevent his being peftered v/ith tl.e

lies.

J flaid till feveral of his attendants left hhx}^

Irll paying him obeifance, by bowing the haiid

lown to the fole of his foot, and touching^ or

ipping the fame, with the upper and under nde
\i the lingers of both hands. Others, who v.crc-

lot in the circle, came, as it feemed, on pvrpofe,

[ndpaid him this mark of refpe6t, and thea rc-

iretl, without fpeaking a /word. I was quite

Iharnied with the decorum that was obterved.

had no wliere fcen tiie like, not even amongil
lore civilized nations.

Poulaho, the king, as I fhall now call him;,

pme on board betimes next morning; and
[rough t, as a prefent to me, one of their caps,

lade, or at lead covered, with red feathers.

[hefe caps, or rather bonnets, are compofcd <jj£

le tail feathers of the tropic bird, with the roT
pathers of the parroquets wrought upon them»
jointly with them. They are mac*; fo as to

upon the forehead without any crown, and
ive the form of a femicirc^'Sj whofe radius is

[ghteen or twenty incl.Ci*.

Vol. VII. G At
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At dj^y-brenk, the next morning, I weighejl

with ^ line bree7>e, nnd ihiod to the weitwiirdl

with a view to return to Aniiamooka. We \vere|

followed by feveral iailiug canoes, in one J
which wns the king. He quitted us in a Ihort tiinej

but left his brother, and live of his attendani

on board. We liad alio the company of a chiefJ

jiiJft then arrived from Tongataboo, wlrofe nanij

was Tooboueitoa. Ihe nioinent he arrived, M
lent his canoe awny, and declared that he aiiiil

five iiiore, who came with him, would fleep

board : fo that I had now my cabin filled witi'!

vilitcrs. They brought plenty of provilions witi

them, for which they always had fuitablereturnsj

In our courfe the ihip was very near runirinJ

full upon a low, fandy ille, called Pootoo. It h.ipl

pened, very fortunately, thai the people had juf

before been ordered upon deck, to put the

about, 'lb fhat the neceli'ary movements were exej

cuted >^'itli judgment and alertnefs -, and thij

alone faved us from delb'u(^ion. The Difcovei]

behig aiiern, was out of danger. Such hazard]

ous fituations are the unavoidable companions!

the man who go'ips upon a voyage of di feevery.

This circumil^nce frightened our palfengcrsfJ

much, that they expreitl^d a ftrong defire to gel

alhore. Accordingly, as foon as dny-lrght rej

turned, I hoiiled out a boat, and ordered the of|

ficer who commanded her, after landing them i

jRotoo, to foand along the reef for anchorage.

Having met With a convenient ftation, we 1;|

liere until the 4th, when we weighed, and ftoo

away for Anuamooka, where we anchored nes

morning.

I went on (liore foon after, and fotmd their

Jiabitaiit* very bufy iu digging up yams, toteij
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\o market. Thefe were* now in the gr^ateft per-

:Hiou ; and we procured a good qviautity, in ex-

[h:in$es for pieces of iron,

About noon, next day, Feenoii arrived from

iuaoo. He told us that feveral canoes, laden

atii hogs, and other provifions, which had failed

^i(h him from that iiland, had been loft, owing

tlie late blowing weather -, and that every bo-

ly on board them had perilhed. This melancho-

tale did not fcem to aife6l any of his country-

len who heard it; and, as to (nirfelyes, we were,

\y this time, too well acquainted with his cha-

fa6l( r, to give much credit to fuch a ftory. The
)]lo\ving morning, Poulaho, aqd the other

{hicfs, wlio had been wind-bound with him, ar-

lived. I happipned at this time to be alhore, in

[ompany with Feenou j who now feemed to be

^nlible of the impropriety of his condud, in af-

iiming a chara6ter that did not belong to him.
for he not o^ily acknowledged Poulaho to be

ting of Tongataboo, and the other illes, but af-

j6ted to inlift much on it, which, no doubt, waj
dth a view to make amends for his former pre-

fnmption. I left him, to vilit tliiii greater man,
diom I found fitting with n few people before

^im. But, every one haftening to pay court to

Jim, the circle increaf<f"d pretty faft. I was very
(cfirous of obferving Feenou's behaviour on this

(ccafion ; and had the mofl: convincing proof
|f his inferiority ; for he placed himfelf amongft
he reft that fat before Poulaho, as attendants off

lis majefty. Both he and Poulaho went on
ioard with me to dinner; but only the latter fat

|t table. Feenou, having made his obeif;;nce in

le uiual way, lalnting his fovereign's foot with
^is head and hands, retired out of the cabin.

G 2 The
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The king had before told us that this AV^uld hap.

pen ; and it now appeared, that Feenou could

|

not even eat or drink in his royal prefence.

At eight o'clock next morning, we fleered fot|

Tongataboo, having a gentle breeze at nortliJ

caft. About fourteen or fifteen failing vefl'eh,

belonging to the natives, fet out with us; butl

every one of them outran the Ihips coniiderablyj

In the afternoon of next day, we came to an anJ

chor off that ifland, in a fafe ftation.
' Soon after, I landed, accompanied by OmaiJ

and fome of the officers. We found the kingi

waiting for us upon the beach. He immediatel

ly condu6led us to a fmall neat houfe, fituatedal

little within the fkirts of the woods, with a fine)

large area before it. This houfe, he told mf|

was at my fervice, during our ftay at the ifland;

and a better fituation we could not wifli for.

We had not been long in the houfe, before jl

pretty large circle of the natives were aflembleil

before us, and feated upon the area. A root of thcl

kava plant being brought and laid down, beforcl

the king, he ordered it to be fpl it into pieces!

and diftributed to feveral people of both fexesj

who began the operation of chewing it j and a|

liiowl of their favourite liquor was foon prepared]

In the mean time, a baked hog, iind two baflcetiT

of baked yams were produced, and afterwards

divided into ten portions. Thefe portions weiJ

then given to certain people prefent ; but ho\i

many were to fliare in each I could not tell]

The liquor was next ferved out, but, I obfervedJ

that not a fourth part of the company had tailcil[

cither the vi6tuals or the drink.

As I intended to make fome fliiy at Tongataj

boo, we pitched a tent, in the forenoon, jull M
m
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je houfe which Poulaho had afligned for our

ife. The horrcii, cattle, and Ihcep, were after-

wards landed, and a party of marines, with their

ifficer, ftationed tht;re as a guard. The obfer-

ratory was then fet up, at a fmall diftance from

[he other tent j and Mr. King refided on fhore,

(o attend the oblervations. The garners werQ

Irciered to condu6t the 'traffic with he natives,

dio thronged from every part of the iiland, with

ioo^s,yams. cocoa-nuts, and other articles of their

[roduce. In a iliort time, our land port was like

fiiir, and the ihips were fo crowded with vi^

iters, that we had hardly room to ftir upon the

lecks.

Fe?nou had taken up his refidence in our

(cigiibourhood j but he was no longer the lead-

man. However, we ftill found him to be a

lerfon of confequence, and we had daily proofs

If his opulence and liberality, by the xontinu-

Ince of his valuable prefents. But the king was
Iqually attentive in this reipedt; for fcarccly a

lay palled, without receiving from him fome
)nfiderable donation. We now. heard, that

^lere were other great men of the ifland, whom
^e hadnotas yet leen. Otago and Toobou, in

[articular, mentioned a perfon named Mareewa-
|ee, who, they (aid, was of the fiift confequence in

le place. Some of the natives even hinted, tliat

je was too great a man to confer the honour ofa
|ifit upon us. This accouiit exciting my curiofi-

f, I mentioned to Poulaho, that I was very defir-

lus of waiting upon Mareevvagec j and he rea-

|ily agreed to accompany me to the place of his

sfidence ; but we did not find him at home.
About noon the next day, this chief a6luaU}r

ime to the neighbouihood of our poll gn iliore;

G 3. and
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and with him, a very coniiderable number of peo-l

pie of all ranks. I was informed that he had

taken this trouble, on purpofe to give me an op.

portunity of waiting upon him. In the after-

noon,' a party of us, therefore, accompanied by I

Peenou, landed to pay him a vifit. We found a

perfon fitting under a large tree, near the ilioiej

a little to the right of the tent. A piece of clotli,

at leaft forty yards long, was fpread before him,

round which a great number of perfons of botli

fexes were feated. It was natural to fuppofe that!

this was the great man ; but we were undcdciveil

by Feenou -, who informed us, that another, wliol

fat on a piece of mat, a little way from this!

chief, to the right hand, was Mareevvagee, wliol

received us very kindly, and deiired us to lit downl

by him. The perfon who fit under the treej

fronting us, was called Toobou. Both he aii(i|

Mareewagee had a venerable appearance. Tliel

latter is a llender man, and from his appearanctl

feems to be confiuerably above three-fcure yearsT

of age. The former is rather corpulent, and alJ

molt blind with a diiorder in his eyes y thougij

not fo old.

We entertained them for about an hour, \vltli|

the performance of two French horns and

drum. But they fecmed mofl pleafed with tlicI

firing off a piftol, which Captain Gierke hadiii

his jiocket. Before I took my leave, the largej

piece of cloth was rolled up, and with a few co

coa-nuts, prefented to me.
Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the plac

where we had left him two days before, mil

brought with him his fon, a youth about twelv

years of age. I had his company at dinner j buj

the fon, though prefent, was not allowed to fi|

........ ^Q^
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iown with him. It was very convenient to have

lim for my gueft. For, when he was prefent,

I'hich was generally the cafe while we ftaid here,

kvery other native was excluded from the tabic j

[nd but few of them would remain in the cabin.

;he king was very foon reconciled to our manner
[{' cookery. But ftill, I believe he dined thus

requently with me, more for the fake of what

re oave him to drink, than for what we fet be-

)re him to eat. For he had taken a liking to

[ur wine, could empty his bottle as well as mod
len, and was as cheerful over it.

Having vilited Toobou, and interchanged pre-

;iits with him, foon after, Feenou came and ac-

luainted me that young Fattafaihe, Poulaho's

)n, defired to fee me. I obeyed the fummoiis,

id found the prince and Omai fitting under a

irge canopy of the finer fort of cloth, with a

[iece of the coarfer fort fpread under them and
::tbre them, that was feventy-fix yards long,

id feven and a half broad. On one fide was a

irge, old boar j and on the other fide a heap of

}coa-nuts. A number of people were feated

)und the cloth ; and amongfl: them I obferved

lareewagee, and others of the firfi: rank. I was
"fired to fit down by the prince; and then

(mai informed me, that he had been inftru6ted

the king to tell me, that as he and I were
[lends, he hoped that- his Ton might be joined in

lis friendfliip ; and that as a token of my con-

[nt, I would accept of his prefent. I very rea-

lly agreed to the propofal ; and it being now
Inner-time, I invited them all on board.

I

Accordingly, the young prince, Mareewagee,
3obou, three or four inferior chiefs, and two
f'^edlable old ladies, of the firft rank, accompa-

nied
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nied me. Mareewagee was dreiTed in a new

piece of cloth, on the Ikirts of which were fixed

fix pretty large patches of red feathers. This

drefs feemed to have been made on purpgfe for

this vilit ; for as foon as he had got on board, hel

put it off and prefented it to me. Every one ofl

my vifiters received from me fuch prefents as,l|

had reafon to believe, they were highly fatisficil

"with. When dinner came upon table, not onel

©-f them would fit down, or eat a bit of any thirJ

that was ferved up. On exprelfing my furprifj

at this, they were all taboo, as 'they faidj whicil

worditas a very comprehenfive meaning j butiDi

general, fignifies that a thing is forbidden. DiiJ

nerbeiiig over, and having gratified their curiofif

ty, by jliewing to them every part of the fliipj

then coaduded them afliore.

As. foon as the boat reached the beach, Fcen oil

and fome others, inftantly Itepped out. Youii«l

Fattafaihe following them, was called back 1)1

Mareewagee, who now paid the heir apparenj

the fame obeifance, and in the fame manner, tha

I had feen it paid to the king.

By this time I had acquired fome certain Id

formation about the relative htuations of the fe]

veral great men, whofe names have been fo ofta

mentioned. I now knew that Mareewagee aiij

Toobou were brothers. Feenou was one of Mai

leevvagee's fons j and Tooboueitoa was anptherJ

On the lO'ih in the morning, Mr. Gore and]

look a walk itUo the country; in the courfei

which, nothing remarkable appealed, but o^

having opportunities of feeing the whole procd

of making cloth, wBrtch is the principal man^

fa6ture of thefe iflands, as well iis of waiiy .othe

in ihiii oceau.
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This is performed in the following manner*

'he manufadarers, who are females, take the

lender ftalks, or trunks of the paper-mulberry,

fhich they cultivate for that purpofe, and which

jldom grows more than fix or feven feet in height, ,

id about four fingers in thicknefs. From thefe

icy ftrip the bark, and fcrape off the outer rind

fith a mufcle-iliell. The bark is then rolled up,

deftroy the convexity which it had round the

ilk, and macerated in water for foine time,

[fter this, it is laid acrofs the trunk of a fmall

fee, fquarcd, and beaten with a fquared wooden
Iftrument, about a foot long, full of coarfe

rooves on all fides 5 but fometimes with one

iat is plain. According to the fize of the bark,

i piece is foori produced; but the operation' is

["ten repeated by another hand, or it is lokled fe-

kral'timesand beat longer, which feems rather int^

iiided to clofe, than to divide its texture. When
lis is fufficiently effe6ted, it is fpread out to dry;

[e pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet

length, and half as broad. They are then given

another perfon, who joins the pieces, by fmcar-

Igpart of them over with the vifcous juice of a

jrry, called tooo, which ferves as a glue. Hav-

(g been thus lengthened, they are laid over a

rge piece of wood, with a kind of ftamp,mado
a fibrous fubftance, pretty clofely interwoven,

iced beneath. They then take a bit of eloth»

|(1 dip it in a juice exprefl^ed from the bark,

a tree called kokka, which they rub briilvly

Ion the piece that is making. This at onca
pes a dull brown colour, and a dry glofs upon
furface. In this manner they proceed, join-

and ftaiuing by degrees, till they produce a

piece
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piece of cloth, of fuch length and breadth as tlic^l

want
J
generally leaving a border of a foot broadi

at the fides, and longer at the ends, unftainedj

Throughout the whole, if any parts of the oil.

ginal pieces are too thin, or have holes, whiclij

is often the cafe, they glue fpare bits iiponl

them, till they become of an equal thickncfJ

When thev want to produce a black colour,, theJ

mix the foot procured from an oily nut, calleil

dooedooe, with the juice of the kokka, in differ.!

cnt quantities, according to the propofed deptJ
• of the tinge.

Next day was fixed upon by Mareewagee for|

giving a grand haiva, or entertainment, to whiclJ

we were all invited. For this purpofe a largJ

. fpace had been cleared, before the temporary huj

of this chief, near our pod, as an area where thj

performances were to be exhibited. In the mornj

ing, great multitudes of the natives came in fron

the country, every one carrying a pole, about lij

feet long, upon his (houlder ; and at each end i

every pole a yam was fufpended. Thefe yati

/ and poles were depofited on each fide of the arej

fo as to form two large heaps, decorated with difl

ferent forts of fmall filh, and piled up to iH

greateft advantage. They were Mareewagecl

prefent to Captain Gierke and me.
Every thing being thus prepared, about eleve

o'clock they began to exhibit various dana

which they call mai. The mu fie con tilled, at lirl|

of feveity men as a chorus, who fat down ; an

amidft them were placed three inftruments, wliid

we called drums, from their efiei^. The nativJ

call them rafi^a. Thefe inllriiments produce|

rude, tlioujgh loud and powerful found.
I

\
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;he firft dance confifted of four ranks, of

kv\nty-fonr men each, holding in their hands a

little, thill, light, wooden inrtruraent, about two

feet long, and in ihape not unlike a fmall oblong

Laddie. With thele, which are called pagge,

[hey made a great many different motions ; all

^hich were accompanied by correlponding atti-

[udes of the body. Their motions were at firft

low, but qliickened as the drums beat fafter j

|nd they recitetl fentences, in a ninfical tone, the

^hole time, which were anfwered by the chorus;

jut at the end of a Ihort fpace they all joined,

(ndfiniihed with a Ihout j then the rear rank di-

iding, Ihifted themfelves very (lowly round each

id, and meeting in the front, formed the firft

ink; the whole number continuing to recite

lie fentances ab before. The other ranks did tlie

mie fucceflively, till that, which at firft was tlic

but, became the rear ; and their -evolution con-

[nued in the fame manner, till the laft rank re-

liiied its firft fitaation. They then began a

iuch quicker dance, though flow at firft, and
ing about ten minutes, when the whole body
(vided into two parts, retreated a little, and then

^p^oached, forming a fort of circular figure,

Ihich finilhed the dance.

I

In a fliort time, feventy men fat down as a
lorus to another dance. This confifted of two
Inks, of fixteen perfons each, with young Too-
iii at their head. Thefe danced, fung, and
Virled the pagge as before; but, in general,

ich quicker. A motion that met with parti-

|lar approbation, was one in which they held

face atide, as if afnamed. The' back rank
Ked before the front one, and that again re-

led its place^ as in the two former dances. At
that



79 THIKb VOYAGB 09

that inllnnty two men entered very haftily^
]],

exercifed the clubs which they ufe in bi/ej

They did this, by firft twirling them in theij

hands, and making circular ilrokes before them

with great force and quicknefs^ but fo ikihullj]

managed, that, though Handing quite dole, the

pcver interfered. To thera fucceeded a perfo]

with a fpear, in the fame hafty manner 5 hwkinj

about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody J
throw it at. He then ran haltily to one lidei

the crowd in the front, and put himfelf in

threatening attitude, as if he meant to ftrike witi

his fpear at one of them, bending tlie knee a lit]

,
tie, and trembling, as it were with rage,

continued in this manner only a few lecond

when he moved to the other fide, and haviii

ftood in the fame pofture there, for the lame ilio

time, retreated from the ground, as fa ft as wlia

he made his appearance ; and various other evoj

lutions were performed with much adroitnefs.]

Thefe dances lafted from eleven till near tlir

o'clock ; and though they were, doubtlefs, intenll

ed to fhew us a fpecimen of their dexterity, vJ

numbers of their own people attended as i'peiilj

tors. Some of us computed that there were

:

lefs than ten or twelve thoufand within the coij

pafs of a quarter of a mile, drawn together,

the moft part, by mere curiofity.

No pen can defcribe the numerous aftionsi

motions, the Angularity of which was(not gre

than was the eafe and gracefulnefs with wliij

they were performed j and the whole wag
duAed with far better order than could have be

expected in fo large an alfembly.

Early in the morning of the 18th> an accid{|

happened that ilrongly marked one of their 1
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tomii. A man got out of a canoe into the quarter

ralleryof the Relblution, and ftolc from thence a

jewter bafon. He was cli (covered, purfued, and

xought along-(ide the iliip. On this occaiion,

ihree old women, who were in the canoe, made

loud lamentations over the prifoner, beating their

ireafts and faces in a moll violent manner j and

ill this was done without ihedding a tear.

This day, I beftowed on JVIareewagce* fome

)refents, in return for tliofe,we had received from

jim the day before j and as the entertainments,

irhich he had then exhibited for our amufement,

called upon us to make fome exhibition in our
r&y, I ordered a party of marines to go through

their exercife, on the fpot where his dances had
Dccn performed j and in the evening, played off

ifume lireworks at the fame place. Poulaho, with

lU the principal chiefs, and a great number of

)cople of all denominations were prefent. The
)latoon firing, which was executed tolerably well,

feemed to give them pleafure ; but they were loft

[n allonilliment when they beheld our water roc-

kets.

In expedation of this evening fhow, the circle

)f natives about our tent being pretty large, they

Engaged the greateft,part of the afternoon, iii

ioxing and wrellling. When any of thera

khufes to wreftle, he gets up from one fide of the

(ing, and crofles the ground in a fort of meafured
jace, clapping fmartly on the elbow joint of one
[rm, which is bent, and produces a hollow
)und

J that is reckoned the challenge. If no
|erfon comes out from the oppofite tide to en-
[agehim, he returns in the fame manner and fits

n } but fomctimes fi:ands clapping in thi^

liidft of th(? ground, to provoke fome one to come
^foL. VII. H out.
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out. If an opponent appears, they come toir^

ther with marks of the greateft good-nature, ge.

neral'y fmiling and taking time to adjuft the|

piece of cloth which is fattened round the waiftJ

Their combats feldom lalt long before one gives

in. Some of our people ventured to contmid

with the natives in both thefe exercifes j but wercl

always worfted.

The aninia](4 whic}"* we had brought were all onl

Aorel ' Knowing their thievifli difpofition, M

thought it prudent to declare my intention cf

leaving fome of them behind, andevento inakel

a dilHbution of them previoufly to ttiy departure.

With this view, in the evening of the U)th,I

gifembled all the chiefs before our houfe, and \m
intended prefen t!i to tiiem weremark(^d out. Tol

Poulaho, the king, I gave a young Engiifii.bull

and cow ; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram and twi

ewes
J
and to Feenou, a hoi'fe and a mare. Ail

my defign, to make fuch a diftributlon, ha(

"been made known the day before, moft

the peoi^le in the neighbourhood were then pr&

fent. I inflru<5ted Oraai to tell them ihat tlid

were no fuch animals within many montlis I'aij

of their ifland ; that wc had brought them, k
their ufe, from that immenfe diftance, at a V2

trouble and cxpence j that therefore they mufti

careful not to kill any of them till they bad mul|

tiplied to a numerous race ; and laftly, that the

and their cbildron ought to remember that tl:e

liad received them from the men of Britain,

ftlfo explained to them their fevtral ufes, an

wh^ elfe was neceflarv for them to know, or

4Jli€r as far as he knew j for Om'ai was not vei|

"Well verfed in fuch things himfelf.

$i<saLi day I dined aihoie. The kipg fat do\i

mi
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Iw^th «« J biU he neither ate nor drank. I found

that this was owing to the prelence of a female,

whom, As we afterward nndeiilood, had fupcrior

Irai k to himfelf. As foon as this great perlbnage

(bad dined, ihe Hepped up to the l<ing, w^ho put

[bis hands to her feet ; and then Ihe retired. He
Itinmediately dipped his fingers into a glafs of

,'ine, and then received the obeifanc& of all her

followers. This was the fingle inrtance we ever

ibiervtd of his paying this mark of reverence to

my perfon. At the king's defire, I ordered fome

ireworks to be played off in the evening; bat

infortiinateiy being damaged, this exhibition did

lot anfwer expet-itation.

As no more entertainments were to be expeft-

on either fide, and the curiofity of the popu-
icewas, by this time, pretty well fatisfied, moft

>fthem left us. We (till, however, had thieves

ibont US ; and encouraged by the negligence of

bur own people, we had continual inflauces of

[beirdepredations;

Some of the officers, belonging to bcih fhipa,

fho had madd an excurlion into the interior

jiarts of rhe iiland, without my leave, and indeed

n(hou^ my knowledge, returned this evening, af-

[eran abi*.'nce of two days. They had taken with
lem their miilkets, with the necelfary ammuni-
ioii, and ieverai fmall arlicies of the favourite

wmmodilies ; all \vhich the natives had the dex-
srity to fteal trom them, in the courfe of their

|x} tdition. Feenou and Poulaho, upon this oc-

ifion, very juftly obferved, that if any of my
[eoplc, at any time, wanted lo go into the country,

liey ought to be acquainted with it ; in which
ife tbey would fend proper perfons along with
tttmj and then they would be anfwerable for

H 2 thei«
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their fafety. Though I gave my leif no trouble

about the recovery of the things flolen upon this

occafion, mod of them, through Feenou's inter-

polition, were recovered ; except one niulket and

a few other articles of inferior value.

We had now recruited the (hips with wood

and water, and had finilhed the repairs of our

fails. However, as an ecliple of the fun was to

happen upon the 5th of July, and it was now the

25th of June, I refolved to defer failing till that

time had elapfed, in order to have a chance of|

obferving it.

Having therefore fome days of leifure before
I

me, a party of us, accompanied by Poulaho, fet|

out early next morning, in a boat, for Mooa, thej

village where he and the other great men ufual-

Iv refide. As we rowed up the inlet, we met I

fourteen canoes fiftiing in company j in one of

i

which was Poulaho's fon. In each canoe was a

triangular net, extended between two poles ; at

the lower end of which was a cod to receive and

fecure the fidi. They had already caught fome

fine mullets
J and they put about a dozen into

our boat. I defired to fee their method of fiiti-

ing ; which they readily complied with. A Ihoal

of fifli VTts fuppofed to be upon one of the banks,

which they inllantly inclofed in a long net like a

'^ Ifeine, or Vet-net. This the fiiliers, one getting

into the water out of each boat, an rounded with

the triangular nets in their hands, with which

they fcooped the fifli out of the ieine, or caughtj

them as they attempted to leap over it.

Leaving the prince and his filhing party, \vc|

proceeded to the br)ttom of the bay. Here we

obferved a fiataoka, or burying place, which waf|

Hiuch more extenlive, and Iccmingly of morfl

qonle»|
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confequencc, than any we hud feen at the other

iilands. We were told that it belonged to the

king. It confifti^d of three pretty large houies,

Ifitaated upon a riiing ground, with a Ihiall owe

lat a diftance, all ranged longitudinally. They
(were covered and paved with tine pebbles, and

[the whole was inclofcd by large flat ftones of

jhard coral rock, properly hewn, placed on their

Icdti'es ; one of which ftones nieafured twelve feet

[in length, two in breadth, and above one in thick-

iBcfs. Within one of thefe houies were

[two rnde wooden bulls of men. On enquiring

[what thefe images were intended for, we were

(told they w^re nierely memorials of fome Chiefs

[who had been :buried there, and not the rcprefent-

itions of any deity. In one of them was the

[carved head of an Otaheitean canoe, which
had been driven aihore on their coaft, and depo^

Ifited here.

After we had refi'eflied ourfelves, we made an
Bxcorfion into the country, attended by one of

Ihe ktng's minilters. Our train' was not great,

!s he would not futfer the rabble to follow us.

He alfo otxliged nil thofe whom we met upon our
wogrefs, to lit down till we had paffed ; whicL
[sa mark of refpecl due only to their fovereigns,

\y far the greateft part of the country was culti-

rdt^.dt and planted with various forts of produc-
|ions. There were many "public and xv^ell-beaten

fOculs, and abundance of foot paths leading to

^very part of the illand* It is remarkable that

vhen we were oti themoft elevated parts, at leall

hundred feet above the level of the fca, we of-

unmet with the fame coral rock which is found
|t the fliore ; and yet thele very fpots, with hard-

any foil.i2pon tbon^ were cov^^cd wixii>luxuri«

H 3 ant
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ant vegetation. We faw ibme fprings, but the

water was either ftinking or brackifh.

"When we returned from our walk, which was

not till the dufk of the evening, our fupper was

ready. It con lifted of a baked hog, fome filh,

and yams, all excellently well cooked, after the

method of thefe iHands. As there was nothing

to amufe us after fupper, we followed the cuftom

of the country, and lay down to fleep, cur beds

being mats fpread uporl the Hoor, and cloth to

cover us. The king, who had made himfelf veiy

happy with fome wine and brandy which we had

brought, flept in the fame houfe, as well as feve-

ral others of the natives.

Early next morning, they began to prepare a

bowl of kava. We had feen the drin>king of this

liquor fometimes at the other iflands ; but by no

means fo frequently as here, where it feems to be

the only forenoon employment of the principal

people. The kava is a fpecies of pepper, which

they cultivate for this purpofe, and eft^eem it a va^

luable article. It feldom grows to more r.hana

man's height ; it branches conliderably, with large

hcart-fhaped icaves, and jointed llalks. The root

is the only part that is ufed. They break it in

pieces, frrape the dirt off with a Ihell, and then

each begins and chews his portion, which he fpitsp-^^l

into a plantain leaf. The perfon whQ is to pre

pare the liq^uor, collefts all thefe mouthfuls, r.ndB<^^i

puts them into a large wooden diiii or bowl, add-B^^i

ing as much water as will make it of a properB^"^

ftrength. It is then well mixed up with handsw^
and iome loofe ftuff, of which mats are made, isB ^

thrown upon the furface. The immediate efFeSBP^

of this beverage is not perceptible on thefe peoP
pie, who ufe it fo frequently 5 but on fome of oursj^f-
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who ventured to try it, though fo naftily prepar-

ed, it had the fame power as fpirits have in intoxi-

cating them ; or rather, it produced that kind of

ilupefadtion, which is the confequence of ufing

opium, or other fubftances of that kind. I have feen

them drink it feven times before noon, yet it is fo

difagreeable, or at leaft feems fo, that the greateft

part of them cannot fwallow it without making
wry faces, aod Ihuddering afterward.

When we got on board the fhip, I found that

I

every thing had been quiet during my abfence,

[not a theft having been committed j of which
Feeuou and Futtafaihe, 'the king's brother, who
had undertaken the management of his country-

l.men, boafted not a little. This ihews what
power the chiefs have, when they have the will to

[execute it j which we v. ere feldom to cxpe6t,

liince whatever was ftolen from us generally, if

pot always, was conveyed to them.

The good conduct of the natives was of fhort

[duration j for the next day fix or eight of them
lairaulted fome of our people who were fawing
Iplanks. Tijey were fired upon by the fentryj

land one was fuppoled to be wounded,, and three

[others taken. Thefe I kept confined all night j

lantl did not difmils them without punifhment.
[After thi;, they behaved with a little more cir^

:umfpe6lion, and gave us much lefs trouble. This
[change of behaviour was certainly occalioned by
[the man being wounded j for before they had
)nly been told the efie<St of fire-arms, but now

\thcy had felt it.

On the 30th I vifited Futtafaihe, where we
fpent the night 5 but wx:^ were a good deal dif-

turbed by a lingular inftance of luxury, in which
[heir priiicipal men indulge themfelvcs j X\\^t of

being
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being beat while they are aileep. Two women
fat by Futtafaihe, ant! performed this operation,

which is called tooge looge, by beating brUkljr

on his body and legs v ith both fifts, as on a drum,

till he. fell alkep. and continuing it the whole

night, with fome iliort intervals. When once

the perfon is afleep, they abate a little in the

ftrength and quicknefs of beating; but refumc

it, if they obJerve any appearance of his awaking,

In the morning we found that Futtafaihe's wo-l

men relieved each other, and went toilcepby

turns. In any other counrry it would hv I'uppot

ed that fuch a practice would put' an end to all I

reft
J
but here it certainly a6ts as an opiate ; and

is a ftrong proof of what habit may effe6t. The

noife of this, however, was not the only thing that

kept us awake j for the people, who palfcd the

-night in the houfe, nut only converfed amongft

each other frequently, as in the day ; but ail got

up before it was light, and made a hearty meal on

fill) and yamr-, which were brought to them by a

^^perfon who fcemed to know very well the ap*

.pointed time for this no6turnal refrclhraent.

I had prolonged my ftay at this ifland, on ac-

count of the approaching eclipfe j but on the2(l|

•of July, on looking at the micrometer belongingl

-to the Board of Lonffitnde. I found fome of tlij

rack-work broken, and the inftrument ufelefstilll

repaired ; which there was not time to do before!

it was intended to be ufed. Preparing now fori

our departure, Igot on board, thi; day, all the!

cattle, poultry, and other animals, except fuch aj|

Were deftined to remain.

The next day we unmoored, that we might

ready to take the advantage of the firlt favour-l

gble wind. The king, who was cne of our com]

panr
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pany this day at dinner, I obferved, took parti-

cular notice of the plates. This occalioned me
(0 make him an offer of one, either of pewter or

of earthen ware. He chofe the firft j and then

began to tell us the feveral ufes to which he in-

tended to apply it. Two of them are fo extra-

ordinary, that I cannot omit mentioning them.

Ke laid, that whenever he fliould have occafion

to vifit any of the other iflands, he would leave

this plate behind him at Toiigataboo, as a fort of

reprelentative in his abfence, that the people

[might pay it the fame obeifance they do to him-
ifelf in perfon. He was alked what had been

iiirually employed for this purpofe before he got

this plate ; and we had the latisfa^tion of learn-

ing from him, that this fingular honour had hi-

therto been conferred on a wooden bowl in

Iwhich he waflied his hands. The other extraor-

[dinary nfe to which he meant to apply it, in the

kocm of his wooden bowl, was to difcover a

[thief. He faid, that when any thing was flolen,

land the thief could not be found out, the people

were all aflembled together before him, when he
Iwalhed his hands in water in this veffel ; alter

[uhich it was cleaned, and then the whole mul-
titude advanced, one after another, and touched
pt in the fame manner that they touch his foot,

/hen "they pay him obeifance. If the guilty

)crlon touched it, he died immediately upon the

^'pnt 3 not by violence, but b) the hand of Provi-

lencc ; and if any one refufed to touch it, his

rcfufal was a clear proof that he w^as the man.
In the morning of the 5th, the day of the

pclipfe, the weather was dark and cloudy, with
liowers of rain, fo that we had little hopes of
^n obfeivxition. About nine o'clock^ the fua

broko
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broke out at intervals tor about half an hour

;

atter which it was totally oblcurecl, till wuhina
minute or two of the h-.'s^inning of the eclipre.

We were all at onr tt'lclcopcs, v\t. Mr. Kayly,

Mr. King, Captain Clcrko, Mr. Bligh, and my.

felf. I loit the obrervatioii, by not having a dark

glafs at band, fuitable to the clouds that were

continually palfins; over the fun ; and Mr. Bligh

had not got the fun into the ileld of his tele-

fcope ; fo that the conimencemt^nt of the eclipf*

was only obferved by the other three f;entlcmen.

The general appearance of the country convpyj

to the fpectatbr an idea of the mod exul)erant

fertility, whether we refjicd tlie places impnved
by art, or thof^ ftill in a natural ilate. At a dif.

tance, the furface feems entirely clothed with

trees of various (izes j the tall cocoa-palnu arc I

far from being the fmalleft ornament to anj

country that produces them.

Of cultivated fruits, the principal are thel

plantains and bread-fruit. Tliere is plenty of|

excellent fugar-cane.

The only quadruped, befides hog*?, are a fetrl

rats and fome dogs. Fowls, wliich are of a largel

breed, are domefticated here.

On July 6th, we were rendy to fail ; but the

|

wind being unfwoarablc, we were under the ne-

ceflity of waiting two or three days. We tookl

our final leave of Tongntaboo on the 10th, audi

early in the morning of the fecond day afterj

reached Middlebargh, or Eooa.

We had no fooiier anchored, than Taoofa, the|

chief, and fevcral othei" natives', vilited u^ on

board, and icemed to rejoice niuch at our arrivaij

This Taoofa knew me when I was here durinf

my laft voyage ; confcq^vieutly, we wete noi

ili'augen
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ftran^fTs to each other. In a little time I wrnt

alhorr with him, in fearch of frefli water j the

procuring of which was the chief objc(!it that

bronglit me to Eooa. I was firft concluded to a

brackith Ipring, between low and high water

mark, in the cove wher^? we landed. Finding that

we ^id not like this, our friends took us a little

way into the iilaud, where, in a deep chafm, we
found very good water. But rather than under-

take the tedious taik of bringing it down to the

flwre, I refolved to reft contented with the fup-

ply tliC ihips had got at Tongataboo.

I put alhore, at ibis ifland, the ram and iwo
ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope breed ; intruft-

ing them to tlxe care of Taoofa, who {e^Titd

proud of his charge.

As we hy at anchor, this ifland bore a very

different ai'pe&. from any we had lately fecn, and
formed a moft beautiful landfcape.

The 13th in the afternoon, a party of us made
an excnrlion to the higheft part of the illand, in

[order to have a full view of the country. From
[the elevation to which we had afcended, we had
a full view of the whole illand, except a part of

the fouth ]>oint. The plains and meadows, of
which there are here fome of great extent, lie ail

on the north-wtll tide ; and, as they are adorned
[with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations,

Itbey form a veiy beautiful, landfcape, in every

[point of view. While I was fiirveying this de-

|liuhtful profpe6t. I conld not help flattering my-
felf with the plealing idea, that fome future na-

ngators ncay, from the fame Itation, behold thefe

leadows llocked with cattle, brought to thefe

[(lands by the Ihips of England-; artd that the

^mpielion of this fiiiglc benevoleat purpofe, in-

depeudeiitly
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dependently of all other confiderations, would

fufficiently mark to pofterity that our voyages

had not been uielels to the general intereits of

humanity.
The next morning I planted a pine-apple, and

ibwed the feeds of melons, and other vegetable,

in the chief's plantation. I had fome encourage-

ment, indeed, to flatter myfelf that my endea-

vours of this kind would not be fruitlefs ; for

this day there was ferved up, at my dinner, a dilh

of turnips, being the produce of the feeds I had

left during my laft voyage.

I had fixed on the 15th for failing, till Taoofa

prefled me to (lay a day or two longer, to receive
i

a prefent he had prepared for me, conlifting of

two fmall heaps of } ams, and fome fruit, which

feemed to be colle6led by a kind of contribution,

as at the other illes. For this liberality I inade|

an adequate return, and foon after weighed.
We now took leave of the Friendly Illands,

after a ftay of near three months j during whiclij

time we lived together in the moft cordial friend'

fliip. Some accidental differences, il is true,!

now and then happened, owing to their great]

propenfity to thieving ; but too often encourag-

ed by the negligence of our own people. Tliel

time employed amongft them was not thrownl

away. We expended very little of our fea pruf

vifions; fubfifting, in general, upon the produce

of the illands while we (laid, and carrying away

with us a quantity o^ refrefliments, fuliicient tol

laft till our arrival at another (lation, where wcl

could depend upon a frelli fupply. I was not!

forry, beiides, to have had an opportunity of bet-

tering the condition of thefe good people, bij

leaving the ufeful animals before-mentioiie

among
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among them ; and, at the fame time, thofe dc-

figned for Otaheite, received freih ftrength in

the paftures of Tongataboo.

But beiides the immediate advantages which^

both the natives of the Friendly Iflands, and

ourfclves, received by this vilit, future navigators

from Europe, if any fuch ever tread our Heps,

will profit by the knowledge I acquired of the

geography of this part of the Pacific Ocean j and

the more.philofophical reader, who loves to view

hurtian nature in new fituations, will, perhaps,

iind matter of amufement, if not of inllruftioir,

in the information which I have been enabled to

convey to him concerning the inhabitants of thi§

Archipelago.

According to the information that we received

there, this Archipelago is very extenlive. Above
one hundred and fifty illands were reckoned up
to us by the natives, who made ufe of bits of

leaves to afcertain their number.
The natives of the Friendly Illands feldom ex-

Iceed the common ftature (though we have mea-
fiired fome who were above fix feet) but are very

ftrong and well made j efpecially as to their limbs.

IThey are generally broad about the ihoulders

;

and though the mufcular difpofition of the men,
[which feems a confequence of much action,

rather conveys the appearance of ftrength than
|of beauty, there are feveral to be feen who are

really handfome. We met with hundreds of
|truly European faces, and many genuine Roman
lofes amongll them. Their eyes and teeth are

jobd J but the laft, neither fo remarkat)ly white,
lor fo well fet as are often found amongtt Indiaa
lations.

Vol. VII.
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TliQ Tomen aye nqt fg ipuoh diflinguifhe^

froin the mei> by their features, as by their gene-

ral form, which is, for the paoft part, xieftitute of

J:hat i^rojig, fiefhy liinanefij that appears in the

lattei'. Thpugh the features of fome are lo deli-

cate* as not pnly to be a true index of their fex,

J)ut to lay claipa to a confidcfable (hare of beauty

and expremon, fQV tlie bodi^ and limbs gf moft of

the females are well proportioned ; and foipe ab-

folutely perfe6j: models of a beautifijil figure. But

the moil remarkable diftin6tion ip the women, is

the ut)common fi»al)neifl and delicacy of tlieir

lingers, which may be put in competition witii

the fineft in jEurope.

The general colour is a caft deeper than the

copper brown j but leyeral of the- men and wo-

men have a true olive complexion j and fome of
|

the laft are even a great deal fairer. We law a I

juan and a boy at Bapaee, and a child at 2\na-

mooka, perfe6lly white. Such have been found

amongft ajl biacK nations j but I apprehend that

their colour is rather a difeaie than a natural!

phenomenon.
Their countenances very remarkably cxpre6|

•the abuodant mUdwefs, or ggod-nature, which

they ppflels » and are etitircly free from that far]

vage kee^inefs which marks nations in a barbar-

ous (late. They j^re fr^k, cheerful, and good-l

humoured^ though fometioies in the prefence ofl

their chiefs, they put gp a degree of gravity, aDdl

fuch a Cerlgus air 9s becomes iiliflf and awkwardj

SLVkd, has an a^ppearance of referve,

'Bheir peaceable cjifpolition is fufficientlyevlnc

cd ^om tl>e ifrieudly reception all ftrangers hav^

met with who have vifited them. Injftead

peering to attach theajL openly^ or clandedinel/j
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iS h^s bfefen the cafe with moft of the iiihabitanti

of thefe fbas, they have rtev^r tippeaffed in the

fmalleft degree hoftilej but oh the contrary, like

the mpft civilized people, have courted an inler-

courfe with their vifiters by barteritig. which is

the dtily liiediurti that uhites all nations in a fort

of t'riendfhip. Upoii the whole, they fefem pof-

fdTedof many of the nioft excellent qualities

that adorn the human mind j fiich as induftry,

ingenuity, perfeVetariCe, affjibility, and, perhaps,

other virtues, which our lii6rt ftay with them
might {irevent out* obferving.

The only defc6t fdllying th6ir character, that

^e know of, is a propenfity to thieving j to

which we fOUnd thdfi^ of all ages, and both fexes,

addidedj and to an Mconnmon degree. Great

allowances fhould be made for the Jpibles of

thefe pbor natives of the Pacific Ocean, whofe
inirids we overpowered with thfe glare of obje6tsi

equally new to thetn,' as they were captivating.

The thefts fo frequently committed by the na-

tives, of what we had brought along with us^

may be faid to arife folely from an intenie curio-

fity or defire to poffefs foinething which they

had not been accuftOm'ed to before, and belonged

to a fort of people fo different from themfelves.

Their hair is, in general, itraight, thick, and
jllrong^ though a few have it bulhy or frizzled.

The natural colour, I believe, almoft without ex-

ception, is black j but the greateft part of the

men, and fome of the women, have it ftained of
la brown, or purple colour, and a few of an
(orange call. ^

The di'efs of both men and women is the
Ifeme ; and conlids of a piece Of cloth onnatting
|(but moflly the former) about two yards wide,

1

2

and
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^nd two rand a half long j at leaftfo long as to

go once and a half round the waift, to which it

is confined by a girdle or cord. It is double be-

fore, and hangs down like a petticoat, as low as

the middle of the leg. The upper part of tlie

garment, above the girdle, is plaited into feveral

folds, fo that, when unfolded, there is cloth fuf-

ficient to draw up and wrap round the flioulders

;

which is very feldom done.. The inferior fort

are fatisfied with fmall pieces j and very often

wear nothing but a covering made of leaves of

plants, or the maro, which is a narrow piece of

cloth, or matting, like a fafh. This they pafs

between the thighs and wrap round the wniftj

but the ufe of it is chiefly confined to the men.
The ornaments worn by both fexes are neck-

laces, made of the fruit of the pandanus, and va-

rious fweet-fmelling flowers, which go under

the general name of kahulla. Others are com-

pofed of fmall fhells, the wing and leg-bones of

birds, Ihark's teeth, and other things; all which

hang loofe upon the breaft ; rings of tortoifcfhell

on the fingers j and a number of thefe joined to-

gether as bracelets on the wrifts.

The employment of the women is of the eafy|

kind, and, for the mofl part, fuch as may be CX'

cciited in the houfe. The manafa«5turing their
|

cloth is wholly conflgned to their care.

Th€ manufadture next in coufequence, and alibi

within the department of the women, is that of

their mats, which excel every thing I have Tceii

at any other place, both as to their texture and

|

their beauty.

The province allotted to the men, as might be I

expeded, is far more laborious and extenllvc|

thm that of the >yoAien. iVgriculture, architect

tuieJ
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tiire, bbat-btiildhig, filhing, and other things that

relate to navigation, aj'e the objects of their care.

Cultivated roots and fruits being their principal

Ifiipport, this requires their conftant attention t6

agricultuie, which they piirfue very diligently,

md feem to have bronight almoft to as great per-

feftion as circumftances will permit. In plant-

ring the plantiiitis and yarns, they tfbferve fo much
Exaftnefs that, which evfer way you look, the

rows prefent therhfelves regular and complete.

It is remarkable, that thefe people, who, in

lany things, difplay much tafte and ingenuity,

lliould Ihew little of either in building their

lonfes. Thofq of the lower people are poor huts,

land very fmall ; thofe of the better fort are larger

md more comfortable. The dimenlions of one
)f a middling fize, are about thirty feet long,

twenty broad, and twelve high. Their houfe is,

)roperly fpeaking, a thatched roof or flied, fup-

)orted by pofts and rafters, difpofed in a very

ludicious manner. The floor is raiftid with earth

iTmoothed, and covered with ilrong thick mat-
ting, and kept very clean. Their whole furni-

ture confifts of a bowl or two, in which they

lakekavaj a few gourds; cocoa-nut thells j and
fome fmall wooden ftools, which ferve them for

jillows.

Their weapons are clubs of different forts, (in

[he ornamenung of which they fpend much
lime) fpears, and darts. They have alio bows
ind arrows; but thefe feemed to be defigned

Inly for amufement, fuch as fhooting at birds^

|nd not for military purpofes.

They feem to have no fet time for meals.

Phey go to bed as foon as it is dark^ and rife

nih the dawn in the morning.

13 Thcif
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Their private diverfions are chiefly fitiginff,

dancing, and miific, performed by the womeu.

The dancing of the men has a thoufand different

motions with the hands, to which we are entire

ftrangersj and they are performed with an eafe

and grace which are not to be defcribed but by

thofe who have feen them.
Whether their marriages be made lafting by I

any kind of folemn contrad, we could not deter-

mine with prccifion ; but it is certain, that the

bulk of the people fatisfied themfelves with one

.wife. The chiefs, however, have commonly 1^1

veral women ; though fome of us were of opi-

nion, that there was only one that was lookedl

upon as the miftrefs of the family.

Nothing can be a greater proof of the huma*!

nity of thefe people, than the concern they (hcwl

for the dead. They beat their teeth with flonesj

llrike a fhark's tooth into the head till the bloodl

flows in llrcams, and thruft t'pears into the imierl

part of the thigh, into their fides, below the arm{

pits, and through the cheeks into the moutlj

All thefe operations convey an idea of fuch ri{

gorous difcipline, as mull require an uncommoBJ

degree of affection, or the groffell fuperftition,tor

exa6t. It ihould be obferved, however, that m
more painful operations are only pra6tifed on acJ

count of the death of thofe mod nearly conned]

cd. The common people are interred in no pa^

ticular fpot.

Their long and general mourning proves tha

they con fider death as a very great evil. Anj

this is confirmed by a very odd cuftom whicj

they pra6tife to avert it. They fuppofe that tli|

Deity will accept of the little finger, as a forti

facrifice efficacious enough to procure tjie ra

covej
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coveiy of their health. There was fcarcely one

in ten of them whom we did not find thus muti-

lated, in one or both hands, "

They Teem to have little conception of future

punilhment. They believe, however, that they

arejulUy punifhed upon earth j and confequently

uie every method to render their divinities propi-

tious. The Supreme Author of moft things they

call Kallafootongaj who, they fay, is a female*

refiding in the Iky, and direfting the thunder^

windi rain, and in general all the changes of

weather. They believe that when ihe is angry

with them, the produdlons of the earth are blaft-

\edf that many things are deftroyed by lightnings

and that they themielves are affli6ted with fick-

nel's and death, as well as their hogs and other

^animals. When this anger abates, they fuppofe

that every thing is reilored to its natural order*

iThey aUb admit a plurality of Deities, though all

I

inferior to Kallafootonga. But tlieir notions of
the power, and other attributes of thefe beings,

[are fo very abfurd, t-lvat they fuppofe they have
Ino farther concern with them after death.

They have, however, very proper fentiments

[about the immateriality and the immortality of
Ithc foul. They call it life, the living principle;

[or, what is more agreeable to tb^sir notions of it,

janOtooaj that is a divinity, or invilible being.

Of the nature of thei|r government, we know no
[more than the general outline. Some of them
Itold us that the power of the king is unlimited,

land that the life and property of the fubjed are

lat his difpofal; and we faw inftances enough to
jprove that the low;er order of people have no
broperty, nor fafcty for their perfons, but at the

will
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will of tlie chief, to whom they rcfpe6fcively l)^.

Jong.

The language of the Friendly Iflands has the^J

fereateft affinity imaginable to that of New Zea-

land, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea ; and confe.

'kjuen% to that of Otaheite, and the Society

Jil'ands.

Nothing material occurred for fome time after

"Wfe left the Friendly Iflands. In the morning of

..the 8th of Anguft, land was feen, nine or ten

leagues dilKnnt. As we approached, we law it

every where guarded by a reef of coral rock, ex-

tending in fome places a full mile from the land,

lind a high farf breaking upon it. We a^o ob-

served people on feveral parts of the coaft j and in

a little time alter we had reached tl-e ke.-( ( eof|

the ifland, we faw them launch two caiioes, into

•which above a dozen men got, and paddled to-

wards us.

I now fhortened fail, .^ well to give thefe ca*

uoes time to come up with us, as to found fori

'anchorage. The canoes having advanced to about

the diftance of a piflol-iliot from the (hip, they

"flopped. Omai was employed, as he ufually had

been on ftich occa irons, toufe all his eloquence to|

•prevail on the men in them to come nearer; buti

entreaties could induce the.m to trult themfelvdl

within oar reach. They kept eagerly pointing tol

tte fhore with their paddles, and calling to ustoj

%o thither J knd feveral of their countrymen, wha

flood upon the beach, held up fbmething white,!

%hirh we confidered alfo as an invitation to landj

-^utl did not think proper to riik lofing theadj

^^artage of a fair wind, for the fake of eiaminin

ftfn Jfland which appeared to !)c of little conf(

^^tience^ For this reafou I made fail to the norti

U
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\t not Without getting from them, during their

Ecinity to our (hip> the name of their iflaudi

}bich they called Toobouai.

At day-break, in the morning of the 12th, we
\\v the liland of Maitea. Soon after^ Otaheite

iade its appearance.

When we firft drew near the ifland, feveral

inoes cnmc off to the fhip, each conduced by

i'o or three men. But, as they were common
illows, Omni took no particular notice of them;

pr they of him. At length, a chief, whom I

i(l known before, named Ootee, and Omai's

fother-in-law, who chanced to be now at thi«

[rner of the ifland, and three or four more per-

is, all of whom knew Omai, eame on board;

:t there was nothing either tender or ftriking

their meeting. On the contrary, there feemed
be ft perfe6^ indifference on both fides, till

|mai having taken his brother ^own into the

)in, opened the drawer where he kept his red

ithers, and gave him a few. This being pre-

itly known amonglit the rell of the natives up-
\Acck, the face of affairs was entirely turned^

Ootee, who would hardly fpeak to Omai be-

[e, now begged that they might be friends, and
:hange names. Omai accepted of the honour,

|[l confirmed it with a prefent of red feathers

;

Ootee, by way of return, fent alhore for a
But it was evident to every one of us,

^t it was not the man, but his property, they
re in love with. Such was Omai's firft recep-

among his countrymen. I own I never ex-
ted it would be otherwifej but ftill 1 was in

bes that the valuable cargo of prefents, with
[ich the liberality of his fri'^'^'^s in England
loaded him, would be the means of raifing

him

»<£.•
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him into confeqnence, and of makii^g him jA

fpe6kftl, and even courtcfd bv the firft perfoRjl

throughout the extent of the Society ffland

This could not but have happened, had hecbJ
dti6ted himfelf with any degree of prudentJ
But inftead of it, I am forry to fay, that he

ioo little regard to the repeated advice of thoj

Vho wiflied him well, and fuffercd himfelf to 1

duped by every defigning knave.

: The important news, of red feathert being

i

board our Ihips, having been cortveyed on iho

by Omai's friends, day had no fooner begun

break next morning, than we were furroUndcdl

a multitude of canoes, crowded with people brir

Ihg hogs and fruit to market. At firft, a quaj

tity of feathers, not grieater than what might!

feot from a torn- tit, would pnrchafe a hog of foil

or fifty pounds weight. But as almoft etc

body in the (hips was poffeflTed of fonie of li

J)recious article of trade, it fell in it? value abo

five hundred per cent, before night.

Soon after wt had anchored, Omai's fifter cafl

en board to fee him. I was happy to obfei

that, much to the honour of them both, {h^

ineetihg was marked with exprelfions of the t^

dereft affe6tion, eafier to be conceived than to I

(dei'cribed.

This "moving feme having clofed, aftd the

being properly mbored, Omai and I went

'ihofe. My firft obje6t was to pay a vifit to.a

^hom my friend reprefented as a very extraor^

tiary perfdnage indeed, for he faid, that he

^he gbd of Bolabola. We found him feated

'deronc of thofe fmall awnings, which they

ally carry in their larger canoes. He wasj

Elderly man^ and had loft the ufe of his limli
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(hat he was carried from place t^ pl^cc uppc^ %
jnd-barrow. From Omai's account ot'thi^perip|i»

L^pe^ed to have ieen Tome religious adoration

lid to himj but, excepting Ibme young pl(^ntaii>

,j.4 that lay betore hjm, and upon the awniug

j5er whicn lie fat, I could obferve nothing bf

[hich he might be dillinguiihed from th^ir other

jiefs. Omai prefented to him a tuft of re4

it-fecrs, tied to the end of a fmill ftick; but afi^pf

little converfation on indifferent matters witli

[is Bolabola man, his attention was drawn to aa

^ woman, the lifter of his mother. Sl^p y/^%

ready at his feet, and had bedewed them plen?

Fully with tears of joy. > ,

[l left him with the old lady, in the midft of a
imber of people, who had gathered roi^i^d him*

[d went to view a houfe, faid to be bi^ilt bj
[angers lince I w;jis here before. ]By an iiifcrip^

^Q, I found it was ere6le4 by Ibme Spaniards

It had been lately there in two ihips froooi

Ima.

[when I returned, I found Omai holding forti,

|a large company j and it was with fome ditfi-

hy that he could be got away tq accompaoy
on board J

where I had an important a^'ajr to

fclcjin regard to the ftat^ed allqwance of fpiritu-

s liquors; and J had the fatisfad^ion to firid>

^tthecrews of both Ihips unaninnouily qonfented
m abridgment in the ufual quantity, while at

place J that they might not be under tJxe

^ellity of being put to a iliort allowance iu a
climate.

"he next day we began fome necelTary opera-

is. I alfo put,on (bore the bull, cows, hprfcs,

iheep; and appointed t;wo oxen iq l^ok aftpr
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them while grazing; for I did not intend to IcaJ

any of them ;it this part of the iiland. I

During the two following days it hardly fyJ

ceafed raining. The natives, neverthelefs, camjl

to us from every quarter, the news of our an ivj

having rapidly fpread. On the 17th, Omai anj

I went alhore to pay a Ibrmnl vitit to a youn/

chief, named Waheiadooa, who had come dowiit

the beach. On this occafion, Omai, alliiledl

fome.of his friends, drelfed himfelf, not after th

Englifli ftiiliion, nor that of Otahcite, nor tliati

Tongataboo, nor in the drefs of any country upa

earth; but in a ftrange medley of all that he

pofleffed of.

'• On our landing, Etary, or the god of RolabolJ

carried on a hand-barrow, attended us to a Ian

lioufe, where he was li^t down; and we fcati

ourfelves on each fide of him. I caufed a pio

of Tongataboo cloth to be fpread out before
1

ton which I laid the prefents I intended to inalj

Prefently the young chief came, attended by

mother, and feveral principal men, who all fead

- ,lhemfclves at the other end of the cloth, faciij

Then a man, who fat by me, made a fpcedus.

He'

confifting of Ihort and fcpnrate fentenccf

which was dilated by thofe about him.
anfwered by one from the oppofite fide near

chief. Etary fpoke next ; then Omai ; and bi

of them were anfwered from the fame quari

Thefe orations were entirely about my arrr

and eonne6tions with them. The perfon wl

fpoke laft told me, amongll other things, that

was authorifed to make a formal furrender of

province of Tiaraboo to me, and of every thii

in it, which marks very plainly, that thele po

are no grangers to the policy of accommodntij

theml'eli
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ithemfelves to prefent circamilances. At length*

the young chief viras di rented by his attcndents to*

Icome and embrace me; and, by way of confirm-

ing this treaty of tVicndlhip, we exchanged names.

[The ceremony being clofecU le and hig friends

laa'ompanied me on board to dinner.

Having taken in a freih liipply of water, and

Ifiniilicd all our other neceifary operations, on thd

md I brought oflF the pattle and iheep, and madb
[leady for fca.

On the 23d, we got under fail, and (leered for

latavai Bay, where the Refolution anchored the

I'anie evening. But the Difcovery did not get in

lili the next morning.

About nine o'clock in the morning, Otoo, tho

dug of the whole iiland, attended by a great

wmber of canoes full of people^ came froiit

)parre, his place of reiidence, and fent a meifago'

IV board, expreifing his defire to fee me. Ao-
[ordingly I landed, accompanied by (Drnai and
)me of the- otficers. We found a prodigious

^umber of people aiifemblcd on this occafion, and.

the midlt of tht;m was the king, a!ttendod by
is father, |4is two brothers, and three fillers^ I
lit up firft andfqhited him, followed by Omar»

^ho kneeled and (Embraced his legs. He had
reparcd himfelf for \.\m ceremony, by dreifrng

his very . beft fait of clothes, and behaved
[ith a great deal of refped and modofty'. JNe*
trtbelefuj very Uttlo notice was takeA of him«
Bvhaps envy had fome (have in producing this

id reception He made the chief a pi'efent of

I

larger pi«ce of red feathers, aini about two o^
pee yard» o# gold cloth^ and I gave him a fvtit

ifuelitien, a grold^laced hat> fbme tdols, and^
Mt-wauof moiie value tli)ai>ail the^other artiw
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eles, a'qu'antity of red feathers, andoneofthtf«
bonnets in ufe at the Friendly Illands.

After the hurry of this viiit was over, the

king, and the whole royal family, accompani-

ed me on board, followed by leveral canoes,

laden with all kinds of provifions, in quantity

lufficient to have ferved the companies of both

fhips for a weeli. Soon after the king's mother,

who had not been prefent at the firft interview,

came on board, bringing with hex a quantity of

prrovifions and cloth, which ihe divided between

me and Omai. For although he w?s but Jittlc

noticed at tirft by his countrymen, they no fooner

gained the knowledge of his riches, than they

began to court his friendlhip. I encouraged this

as much as I could j for it was my willi to fix him

with Otoo. As I intended to leave all my Eu-

ropean animals at this ifland, I thought he would

be able to give fome inftru^ion about the ma-

jiagcment of them, and their ufe, Beiides I knew

and faw that the farther he was from his native

ifland, he would be the better refpedted. But

unfortunately, poor Omai rejefted my advice,

and condu6ted himfelf in fo imprudent a manner,

that he foon loft the friendihip of Otoo, and ot"

cVery other perfon of note in (Jtahcite.

,. As foon as we had dined, a party of us aecom

panied Otoo to Oparre, taking with us the poul

try with which we were to ftock the idandMattendec

Thefe I left at Oparre, in the poflelfion of Otoo«ii}g of ^

and the gcefe and ducks began to breed before w
failed. We found there a gander, which the na-

tives told us was the fame that Captain Wallii

had given to Oberea ten years betbre j fev€

goats 3 and the Spaniih bull, which they kept ti

to>a trce> near Otoo's houfe* I never faw a fia

. ;;
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jnlmal of his kind. He was now the property of

Etary* and had been brought from Oheitepeha to

this place, in order to be fhipped for Bolabola.

But it palTes my compreheniion how they can

contrive to carry him in one of tlieir canoes. If

we had not arrived, it would have been of little

confequence who had the property of him, as,

without a cow, he could be of no ufej and none

had been left with him. Next day I put aihore

three cows and a horfe, a mare and iheep.

Having thus difpofed of thefe paflengefs, I

found myfelf lightened of a very heavy burthen.

The trouble and vexation that attended the brings

ing this living cargo thus far, is hardly to be con-

ceived. But the fatisfaftion that I felt in having

been fo fortunate as to fulfil his majefty's humane
defign, in fending fuch valuable animals to fup-

ply the wants of two worthy nations, fufficiently

rccompenfed me for the many anxious hours I had
paffed, before this fubordinate obje6i: of my voy-

age could be carried into execution.

As I intended to make foi^e ftay here, we fet

up the two obfervatories on Matavai Point. Ad-
I joining to them, two tents were pitched, for the

reception of a guard, and of fuch people as it

i

might be neceflary to leave on fhore in different

departments. At this ftation, I intrufted the

command to Mr. King; who, at the fame time,

attended the obfervations forafcertaining the go-
jiDg of the time-keeper, and other purpofcs.

On the 26th, I had a piece of ground cleared

Ifor a garden, and planted it with feveral articles.

Some melons, potatoesj and two pine-apple plants,

Iwere in a fair way of fucceeding before we left the
Iplace. I had brought from the Friendly Iflandi

|icveral iUaddock trees. Thefe I a(fo planted

K 2 here}
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here; and they can hardly fail of Aiccctfs, unle{g

their growth fhouid be checked by the Ijame pre.

mature curiolity which deftroyed a vine planted

by the Spaniards at Oheitepeha. A nunoibej of

the natives got together to tafle the iirft fruit it

bore J
but, as the grapes were ftill four, they

considered it as little better than poifon, and it

was unanimouily determined to tread it under

loot. In that ftate, Omai found it by chance,

and was averjoyed at the dilcoveryj for he bad a

full coniidence, that if he had but grapes, he could

cafily make wine. Accordingly he had feveral

Hips cut oflFfrom the tree, to carry wi'tjh him j and

we pruned and put in order the remains of it,

Probably, grown wife by Omai's in£lru6tions, they

jRiay now fufFer the fruit to grow to perfedUon,

and not pal's fo hafty a fentence upon it again.

We found here the young man whom we called

Ocdidee, but whofe real name is Heete-heete. i\

had carried him from Ulietea in \77'^> and

brought him back iti 1774 ; after he had vifited

the friendly Illands, New Zealand, Eafter IflandJ

and the Marquefes, and been on board my fliip,

in that extenfive navigation, about fcven months.
|

He was tesnaciaus ofhis good-breeding, and 'yes,

.Sir,* or, * if you pleafe, Sir,' were frequently re-

peated by him. Heete-heete, who is a native of I

Bolabola, had arrived in Otaheite about three

months before, with no other intention, that m\

coiild learn, than to gratify his curiofity, or

perhaps fome other favourite palfion. It was

evident, however, that he preferred the mode«,

and even ^arb of his countrymen, to ours. Fori

tliougii I gave him fome clothes, which our Ad«

miralty Board had been plea fed to fend for hiij

iifc^ (to which I added a cheil of tools^ and a few|

othc
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•thcr articles, as a prefeiit from myfelf) he de-

clined wearing them after a few days. This in-

ftance may be urged as a proof of the ftrong pro-

penlity natural to man, ol returning to habits ac-

quired at an early age, and only interrupted by
accident.

In the morning of the 27th, a man came from
Oheitepeha, and told us that two Spanilh fhips

had anchored in that bay the night before; and>

in confirmation of this intelligence, he produced

a piece of coarfc blue cloth, which he faid he got

out of one of the ihips; and which, indeed, to

appearance, was almolt quite new. He added«

that Mateema was in one of the ihips; and that

they were to come down to Matavai in a day or

I

two. Some other circumftances which he men-
[tioned gave the (lory fo much the air of truth,

that I difpatched Lieutenant Williamfon in a
I boat to look into Oheitepeha Bay; and, in the
[mean time> I put the fhips into a proper pofture of
[defence. For though England and Spain were in

[peace when I left Europe, for aught I knew, a dif-

Iferent fcene might by this time have opened*
[However, on farther enquiiy, the fellow had im-
3ofed upon us j and this was confirmed by Wil-
piamfon's report, as foon as he returned.

Hitherto the attention of Otoo and his people

lad been confined to us; but next morning a new
fcene of bufinefs opened, by the arrival of fome
leiTengers from Eimeo, with intelligence that the
people ii^ that ifland were in arms; and that

^too*s partifans there had been woriied, and
pbliged to retreat to the mountains. The quar-
rel between the two iflands, which commenced
|nl774, had, it feems, partly fubiiiled ever fince.

The formidable armament, which I faw at that

K 3 timer
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time, had Tailed foon after I then left Otaheltej

bat the maiecontents of Eimeo had madefo fiout

reiiftance, that the fleet had returned without

effc,&mg much 5 and now another expedition was

aeceffajy.

On the arrival of thefe raeflengers^ all the

chiefly \^o happe,ned to be atMataval, affcmbled

Mt Dtoo's hovkfe, whereladually was at the time,!

and liad the honour to be admitted into their

.coanciil. (Ojae of the meflengers- opened the bu.

£pefs of .tlie aflembly^ in a fpeech of coniiderablc

lengths in order to excite the ajUembled chiefs of

.Otaheite to arm on the occafion. This opinion

was combated by others who were againft com.

mencing hoftilities. At length the party for war

.pr>evaUed. Otoo, during the whole debate, reJ

mained filent. Thofe of the council, who were

ibr profecuting the war, applied to me for my

afliftance; and all of them wanted to know what!

part I would, take. Omai was fent for to be myl

interpreter j but, as he could not be found, I wail

obliged to fpeak for myfelf, and told them, ail

<well as I could, that as the people of £imeo hadl

•tiCfVer offended me, I could not think myfelf atl

liberty to engage in hoflilities againfi them. Witlii

this declaration they leemed fatisfied.

On our enquiring into the caufe of the war, wd

.were told that (bme years ago a brother of Wahei^

dooa>of'Tieraboo, was fent to Eimeo, at the re

queft of Maheine^ a popular chief of that iilandj

to be their king; but that he had not been thcB

#we^ek before Maheine having caufed him to

kliled, fet up for himfelf in oppofition to TieraJ

ta.boonooe, his fifter's fon, who became the lawfu

heiri or elfe had been pitched upon hy thepeopli
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of OtaUeite, to fucceed to thv government on the

deadi of the other.

ToMvha> a man of much weight in the ifland,

happened not to be at Matavai at this time. It

however appeared that he was no ilranger to

what was tranra(9:ed ; and that he entered with

more fpirit into the affair than any other chief.

For, early in the morning of the 111 of Septem-

ber, a meffeng^r arrived from him to acquaint

rOtoo, that he had killed a man to be facrificed to

fthe Eatooa, to implore ithe afliftancc of the god

againft Eimeo. This act of worfhip was to be.

[perforracd at the great moral at Attahoorooj and

(Otoo's prefence, it fcems, was abiblutely neceffaiy

[on that folemn occafion.

I propofed to Otoo that I might be allowed to

[accompany him. To this he readily confented 5

jnd we immediately fet out in my boat, with

ly old friend Potaton, Mr. Anderfon, ^and Mr.
^ebberj Omai following in a canoe.

As foon as we landed at Attahooroo, which was
Ibout two o'clock in the afternoon. Otoo ex-r

prelTed his deiire that the feamen might be order-

fd to remain in the boat ; and that Mr. Anderfon
Ir. Webber, and myfelf, might take off our hats

^s loon as weibould come to the moral, to which
^c immediately proceeded, attended by a great

]any men and fome boys, but not one woman.
k found four priefts, and their attendants, or

iiftants, waiting for us.

The ceremonies now began. One of the priefts*

Itendants brought a young plantain tree, and
lid it down before Otoo. One of the priefts,

jated at the moral, now began a long prayer.

ping this prayer, a man who flood by the offi-

itin^ prieft, jheld in his hajids two bundles,

feemiiigly
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feemingly of cloth . In one of them, as we after-

wards tbund, was the royal maro; and the other,

if I may be allowed the exprellion, was the ark of

the Eatooa. As foon as the prayer was ended,

the priells at the morai, with their attendants,

went and fat down by thofe upon the beach, car.

rying with them the two bundles. Here thej

renewed their prayers. The dead body was now

taken .out of a canoe, and laid upon the beach,

with the feet to the fca. The priells placed thera^

felves around it, fome fitting and others ftanding;

and one, or more of them, repeated fentences for

about ten minutes. It was now laid in a parallel

dire6tion with the fea-fhore. One of the priefij

then, ftanding at the feet of it, pronounced a long

prayer, in which he was at times joined by the,

others, each holding in his hand a tuft of red fea-

thers. In the courfe of this prayer fome hairwai

pulled off the head of the iacrifice, and the

eye taken out, both which were prefented to Otoo|

..wrapped up in a green leaf. He did not howevi

touch it, but gave, to the man who prefented itj

the tuft of feathers which he had received froi

Towha. This, with the hair and eye, was car-

ried back to the priefts. During fome part of thi

laft ceremony, a king-fiflier making a noife in tl

. trees, Otoo turned to me, faying, " That is

Eatooa V and feemed to look upon it to be a go<

omen.
The body was then carried a little' way withil

-head toward the morai, and laid under a tn

near which were fixed three broad thin pieces

wood, differently but rudely carved. The bui

dies of cloth were laid on a part of the morai, aD|

the tufts of red feathers were placed at the ft

tf the facrifice, round which the priefts took tiic

. ..... i&lior
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Lftations, and we were now allowed to go as near

as we pjeafed. He, who leemed to be the chief

iriefl, fat at a fmall .di^ance, aud i'p/^e for a quar-

ter of an hour, but with different tones and ges-

tures, fo diat be feemed to expoftulate with, or

jueftion the dead perfon, to whom he con-

lantiy addreffed himfelf. He then chaunted a
jrayer, which lalted near half an hour, in a
shining, melancholy tone, accompanied by two
jther pj"iefts, and in which Potatou and fome

others joined. In thccourfe of tbis prayer fame
lore hair was plucked by the prieft from the

^cad of the corpfe, and put upon one of the bun<«

les. After this the chief prieft prayed alone,

Udmg in his hand the feathers which canae from
[owha. When he had finiflied, be gave them to

lother, who prayed in like manner. Then aU
le tufts of feathers were laid upon the bundles
dotb, which clofed the ceremony at this place.

Tlie corpfe was then carried up to tjbe moft
)nrpicuous part of the moral, with the feathers,

le two bundles of cloth, and the drums, the laft

wliich beat llowly. The feathers and bundles

[ere laid againil the pile of flones, and the corpfe

the foot of them. The priefts, having again

ited themfelves round it, renewed their prayers,

|hile tome of their attendants dug a hole about
vo feet deep, into which they threw the unhappy
Vim, and covered it over with earth and ftones,

fiiile they were putting him into the grave, a
iy Iqiieaked aloud, and Omai faid to me that

.

[was the Eatooa.v During this time a fire hav^
teen made, tc dog was produced and killed,

twifting his neck and fuffocating him. The
^r was finged off, and the entrails taken out
thrown into the fire,,where they were leftt•^

confume.
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confume. The body of the dog, after being b^
i

fmeared with blood, and dried over the fire, was

with the liver and heart, carried and laid down

before the priefts, who fat praying round the

grave. They continued their ejaculations over

the dog for lome time, while two men, at inter-

vals, beat on two drums very loud, and a bor

icreamcd as before in a loud llirill voice, threel

different times. This, as we were told, was tol

invite Eatooa to feaft on the banquet that they hail

prepared for him. As foon as the priefls hail

ended their prayers, the carcafe of the dog, witij

what belonged to it, was laid on a fcaffold, aboutl

fix feet high, that flood clofe by, on which laJ

the remains of two other dogs, and of two pigJ

which had lately been facrificed, and at thistimi

emitted an intolerable flench. This kept us atj

greater diflance than would otherwife have b{

required of us. When the dog was put upontb

fcaffold, the priefls and attendants gave a kisdi

ihout, which clofed the ceremonies for the pin

fent. The day being now alfo clofed, we we

condu6led to a houfe belonging to Potatou, whe

we were entertained and lodged for the niglil|

Some other religious rites were performed nei

day; but on this fubje6t we think we have faij

enough to fatisfy our readers, perhaps to difg

them.
. The unhappy vi6llm, offered to the object

their worlhip, upon this occafion, feemed tobej

middle-aged man; and, as we were told, waj

towtow ; that is, one of the lowefl clafs of thepo

pie. But, after all my enquiries, I could not lea

that he had been pitched upon, on account of i

particular crime, committed by him, nieritii|

4eath. Haying had an opportunity of examir
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m Ihe appearance of the body of the poor fuf-

[erefj now offered up, I could obferve that it was

)loody about the head and face, and a good deal

)ruifed upon the right temple; which marked the

lanner of his being killed. And we were told,

[hat he had been privately knocked on the head

irithaftone.

Whenever any one of the great chiefs thinks a
braan facrifice neceffary, on any particular emer-

lency, he pitches upon the vi6tim. Some of his

:ufty fervants are then fent, who fall upon him
iddenly, and pint him to death with a club, or by

koning him. The king is next acquainted with •

\, whofe prefence, at the folemn rites that fol-

i)w, is, as I was told, abfolutely neceflary ; and,

]deed,on the prefent occafion, we could obferve

lat Otoo bore a principal part.

It is much to be regretted, that a practice, fo

3rrid in its own nature, and fo deftrudive of

aat inviolable right of felf-prefervation, which
rery one is born with, fliould be found ftill ex-

ling. Though we ihould fuppofe that never,

[ore than one perfon is facrificed on any fingle

pcaiion at Otaheite, it is more than probable

^at thefe occalions happen fo frequently, as to

ike a fhockmg wafte of the human race j for I

bnted no lefs than forty-nine Ikulls of former
jftims, lying before the moral, where we faw
]e more added to the number. And, as none of

lofe Ikulls had as yet fuffered any confiderable

[ange from the weather, it may hence be inferred

It no great length of time had elapfed lince

lead this coniiderable number of unhappy
[etches had been offered upon this altar of blood;

[Human facrifices, however, are not the only

rbaroui cui^om we find ftill prevailing aniongft<

this
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tfai« bewevofent, humane people. For, befidcji

cutting out the jaw-bones of their enemies', llaju

in battle, which they carry about as trophies,

tl>ey in fome raeafure, offer their bodies as a i'».

crifice to the Eaftooa. Soon after a battle, in

which they have been victors', they coUc6t all the
l

dead that have fallen into their hands, and briug

them to the moi^ai, where, with a great deal of

ceremony, they dig a hole, and bury them all in

it, a» fo many o^ringn to the gods; but thtirl

ikuUs are never after taken up.

Before we parted, we were alked, if the folcij^l

nity, a*t which we had been prefent, anfwereit

our expectations; what opinion we had of it)

I

efficacy j and whether we performed fuch a^sofl

worfliip in our own country ? During ^he cele-[

bration of the horrid ceremony, we had prefervedj

2 profound iilence -, but as foon as it was clofedj

Jbad m^de no fcruple in expreifing our fentimentJ

very freely about it to Oiocy, and' thofe'who atteml-l

ed him j of coUrfe, therefore, I could not conceal!

my deteftatioa of ity im a fubfequent converfatifl

with Towha. Omai was mad'e u-fe of as our ia-i

terpreterj and he entered rnto our argument!

with fo' i!nu€h fpi/rity that this chief feemed to I

iii great wrath, el^ecially when he Was told, tha

if he had put a man .to death in £nglafid, as

had done herey hi^s rank would not have proted^

cd bim from being hartgcd fot it. Upon this

exdaimed, maeno ! maeno ! (vile 1 vile!) as

vtrould not hear another word. Dtiring thlsdd

hate maiiy 6i the natives were prefent, chiei

ti»e arttenfdamts amd ferv^iMs of Towha himfelf|

and wh^Y Omar began to explain th^ pmiiA

iMent ehlsrt wouiM be indited hi England u(

t^ grQiMe&mm, if ko kiiied Um neaaeH feryaii
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ihef fcciftcd to Men whh great attention j and

were, probably, of a different opinion from that

of tbcir rnaiicr on this fubjc6t.

On the-4th, a party of ns dined afhore wJth

Ottiai, uho gave excellent fare, confining of lifh,

fowls, pork, and puddings. After dinner I at-

tended Otooy who had been one of the party,

back to his houfe, where I found all his ferrantS'

very bt»fy, getting a quantity of provifions ready

for me. Amortgll other articles thore wa^ a large=

jjiog, which tbey killed in my prefence. There
wasalfo a large pudding, the whole procefs iii

imaking which I faw. It was- compofed of bread)-

ffu'yt, ripe planta-rnv, taro, and palm> or pandanus

nnts/ rach rafpcd, fcraped, or beat up fine, and

baked by itfelf. A quantity of juice, prelfed

from cocoa-nut kernels, was put into a large

tray* o^ wooden velfel. The other articles, hot

froto the oveni were depofited in this veffel, and
[a few hot ftones were alfo put! in to* make the?

[contents fimnKT. Three or four men made ufef

lot' fticks to ftir the feveral ingredients, lill they

[vcre incorporated one with another, and theT

(oice of the cocoa-nut was turned to oil, fo that

the whde maft, at lafi, became of the confiftency

n hafly-pudding. Some of thefe puddings artf

EXGellcnt J and few that we make in England
equal them. Otoo's bog being baked, and th©
judding, which I have dcfcri-bed, being made^
pey, together with two living hogs and a quan-*

ity of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, were put into

canoe, and fen t on board my fhip; followed b/
[jyfelf and all the royal family.

In the evening of the 7th we played off fomer
^reworks before a great cofwiourfe of people,

)mcwere highljr entertained with tk^ exhibi-
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tion J but' by far the greater number of fpc6b-

tors were terribly frightened, infomuch that it

was with difficulty we could prevail upon them
to keep together, to fee the end of the ihow. \
table-rocket was the lad. It flew off the table

and difperfed the whole crowd in a moment;
even the moft refolute among them fled with

precipitation. '
'

Otoo was not more attentive to fupply our

wants by a fucceflion of prefents, than he was to

contribute to our amufement, by a fuccelTion of

diverfions. A party of us having gone down to

Oparre on the 10th, he treated us with what

may be called a play. His three iiders were tho

adtrelfes ; and the drefles that they appeared in

were new and elegant ; that is, more fo than wc
had ufually met with at ahy of thefe iflands.

In the evening we returned from Oparre,

where we left Otoo, and all the royal family

j

arid I faw none of them till the 12th j when all,

but the chief himlelf, paid me a vifit. He, as

they told me, was gone to Attahooroo, to affift

this day at another human facrilice, which the

chief of Tiaraboo had fent thither to be otFered

up at the moral. This fecond inftance, within

the courfe of a few days, was too melancholy a

proof how numerous the vi6tims of this bloody

fuperftition are amongft this humane people, ij

would have been prefent at this facrilice too, hadj

I known of it in time, for now it was too late.

The following evening Otoo returned from ex-

crcifing this moil difagreeable of all his duties aj|

fovereign j and the next day, being now honoured]

wUh his company. Captain Gierke and I, mount-

od on horfeback, took a ride round the plain o(|

Mjiuvai^to the very great furprife ol* a grcatj

-, v!'-t .. .
'

"
" train
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trsio of people who attended on the occaflon,

crazing upon us with as much adonifliment as if

we had been centaurs. Omai, indeed, had once

or twice before this attempted to get on horfc-

back) but he had as often been thrown off before

be, could contrive to feat himfelf, i'o that this

was the firft time they had feen Hny body ride a

horfc. What Captain Gierke and I began, was.

aft^r this, repeated every day while we ftaid, by

one or another of our people. And yet the ca-

riofity of the natives continued ftill unabated.

They were exceedingly delighted with thefe ani-

mals, after they had fecn the ufe that was made
of them J

and, as far as I could judge, they con-

veyed to them a better idea of the greatnefs of

other nations, than all the other novelties put to-

gether, that their European viliters had carried

amongft them.

In the morning of the 18th, Mr. Anderfon,

myfelf, and Omai, went again with Otoo to

Oparre, and took with us the (lieep which I in-

tended to leave upon the illand, confining of an

JEnglifli ram and ewe, and three Cape ewes, all

[which I gave to Otoo.

After dining with Otoo, we returned to Ma-
Itavai, leaving him at Oparre. This day, and alfo

[the 19th, we were very fparingly fupplied with
limit. Otoo hearing of this, he and liis brother,

[who had, attached himfelf to Captain Clerke,

:ame from Oparre, between nine and ten o'clock

In the evening, with a large fupply for both
lips. This marked his humane attention more
Iromgly than any thing he had hitherto done for

^is. The next day all the royal family came with
prefcnts ) fo that our wants were not only rc-

\ La lievcd.
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lieved, btrt we had more provilions than wc could

ponfume.
Having got all our water on board, the (hips

being caulked, the rigging overhauled, and every

thing put in order, I began to think of leaving

the illand, that I might have luflicieRt time to

fpare for viliting the others in this neighbour-

hood. With this view, we removed from the

ftiore our obfervatories and inftruments, and beat

the fails. ^

Early in the morning of the 22d, Otoo and his

father came on board to know when I propofed

failing. For, having been informed that there

was a good harbour at Eimeo, I had told them
j

.that I lliould vilit that ifland on my way to

Huaheinej and they were deiirous of taking a

paffage with me, and of their fleet failing at the

fame time to reinforce Towha. As I was ready

to take my departure, I left it to them to narae]

the day j and the Wednefday following was fix,-

ed upon, when I was to take on board Otoo, ills I

father, mother, and, in Inort, the whole family.

Thefe points being fettled, I propofed fettingout

immediately for Oparre, where all the fleet, titteil|

out for the expedition, was to afiemble tliis da}-,!

and to be reviewed.

I had but juft time to get into my boat, wheol

news was brought that Towha had concluded al

treaty with Maheine, and had returned with hiti

fleet to Attahooroo. This unexpcded event raadel

all farther proceedings in the military way quiteT

unnccelfary 5 and the war canoes, inllead of renj

dezvouling at Oparre, were ordered home tij

jtheir reipedive diilri^s. .

Inoi
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I now returned on board my fliip, attended by

Otoo's mother, his three lifters, and eight more
women. At firft, I thought that this numerous

trahi of females came into my boat with no other

view than to get a paflage to Matavai. But,

when we arrived at the Ihip, they told me they

intended palling the night on board, for the exr

prefs purpofe of undertaking the cure of the dif-

order I had complained of 5 which was a pain of

the rheumatic kind. I accepted the friendly

offer, had a bed fpread for them upon the cabin

foor, and fubmitted myfelf to their dire6tions.

They began to fqueeze me with both hands from
head to foot, but more particularly on the parts

where the pain was lodged, till they made my
bones crack, and my flelh became a perfeft

mummy. In ihort, after undergoing this difcip-

line about a quarter of an hour, I was glad to

get away from them. However, the operation

gave me immediate relief, which encouraged me
to fubmit to another rubbing-down before I

went to bed j and it was fo efFe6tual, that I

found mylelf pretty eafy all the night after. My
female phylicians repeated their prefcription the

[next morning before theywent alhore, and again in

i

the evening, when they returned on board j after

which I found the pains entirely removed j and
the cure being perfe6ted, they took their leave of
me the following morning. This they call ro^^

Imeej an operation, which, in my opinion, far

[exceeds the licfli-brulli, or any thing of the kind,

[that we make ufe of externally. It is universally

Ipra6tifed amongft thefe iflandersj being fome*
jtimes performed by the men, but more generally

Iby the women.

LZ Th#.
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The war with Eimeo being finally clofed^ all

our friends paid iis a vilit on the 26th; and, ai

,they knew that we were upon the point of fail,

lag, brought with them more hogs than we

coald take off tlicir hands. For, having no fait

iet't to prefervfi any, wc wanted no more than for

prefent ufe.

Our friend Omai got one good thing at this

ifland, for the many good things he gave away.

This was a very fine, double failing canoe, com-

pletely equipped, aiid fit for the fea. Some time

before, I had made up for him a fuit of Englift

colours ; but he thought tjiefe too valuable to be

ufed at this time ; and patched up a parcel of

colours, fuch as fiags and pendants, to the num-

iber of ten or a dozen, which he fpread on differ-

ent parts of his veflel, all at the fame time j and

drew together as many people to look at her, as

a man of war would, drefled, in a European port.

Thefe ftreamers of Omai were a mixture of Eng-

}ilh, French, Spanilh, and Dutch, which were all

the European colours that he had feen.

Omai had alfo provided himfelf with a good

'ftockof cloth and cocoa-nut oil, which are not

only in greater plenty, but much better at Ota« I

heite than at any of the Society Illands j info-

1

umch, that they are articles of triide. Omai

would not have behaved fo inconfiftently, and fo

much unlike himfelf, as he did in many in«

ftances, but for his fifter and brother-in-law,!

who, together with a few more of their acquaint*

anccj engrofled him entirely to themfelves, with!

no other view than to ftrip him of every thing

he had got. And t|iey would undoubtedly have

fucceedcd in their fcheme^ if I had not put a flop

m
,•» ...
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to iHft t»ra^* '>y takitjg the mpA ufeful articles

of his property i« to my poireiiion.

On the 28th, Otoo came on board, and in-

formed me, that he had got a canoe, which he

defired I would take with me, and carry h(ime, as

a prefent from him to his Mnjefty, the King of

Great Britain, whom he called Earee rahie no
Pretaue j it being the only thing he faid that he

could fend worth his acceptance. I was not a

little pleated with Oiqp for this mark of his gra-

titude. It was a thought entirely his own, not

one oi'us having given him the leaft hint about

it J
and it iliewed, that he fully underllood to

whom he was indebted for the moft valuable pre-

fents he bad received. As it v^^^s too large for me to

take on board, I could only thank him tor his good

intention ; but it woijld have plea led him much
better, if his prefent could have been accepted.

We were detained here f(>me days longer than.

I expected, by light, breezes from t|ie well. At
length, ^at three o'clock in the afjiernoon of the

29th, the wind came at eali, ^nd Vve weighed an-

chor.

The frequent visits we had hiely paid to thjs

liland, feem to have created a full perfuafion that

the intercourfe will not be difcontinucd. It

w^s ftri6lly enjoined to me by Otoo, to requeft,

in his name, the Earee rahie no Pretane, to fend

him, by the next (hips, red feathers, and the

birds that produce them ; axes 5 half a dozen
mulkets, with powder and Ihot j and by no
menns to forget horfes.

If I could have prevailed upon Omai to fix

himfelf at Otaheite, I Ibould not have left it fo

ibon as I did. For there was not a probability

of our being better or cbeiipcr fupplied with re-

^. freflimenttf
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frefliments at any other place than we continued

to be here, even at the time of our leaving it,

Beiides, fuch a cordial friendfliip and confidence

fubfifted between us and the inhabitants, as could

hardly be expeded any where elfej and it was a

little extraordinary, that this friendly intercourfc

had never once been fufpended by any untoward

accident, nofhad there- been a theft committed

that delerves to be mentioned.
When the Spanifh iliips, which had fome time

before touched here, left the iflandi four Spani-

ards remained behind. Two were priefts, one a

fervant, and the fourth made himfelf very popu-

lar among the natives, who diftinguiili him by

the name of Mateema. He feems to have been

a perfon who had ftudied their language j or, at

leait to have fpoken it fo as to be underttood;

and to have taken uncommon pains to imprefs

the minds of the illanders with the moll exalted

ideas of the greatnefs of the Spaniih nation, and

to make them think meanly of the Englilh. He

ev^en went fo far as to alfure them, that we no

longer exifted as an independent nation : that

Pretane was only a fmall ifland, which they, the

Spaniards had entirely deftroyed; and, for me,

that they had met with me at fea, and, with a

few /hot, had fent my ihip, and every foul in her,

to the bottom ; fo that my vifiting Otaheite, at

this time, was of courfe very unexpe6ted.

With what defign the priefts ftayed we cannot

guefs. If it was to convert the natives to the

catholic faith, they have not fucceeded in any

one inftance. When they had ftaid ten months,
j

two (liips came to Oheitepeha, took them on|

board, and failed again in Ave daj's. This hally|

departure ifee^ws th4t whatever defign the Spani*

ardil
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jrds might hav.e had upon this iflaad, they had

now Wid it ali4e ; yet before they vveiu away,

they would have the natives btlieve that they dill

nieant to return, and to bring with tbem houies,

ail kinds of animals, and men and women, who
vere to fettle, live and die on the iila,nd. Otoo

M, if the Spaniards fliould return, he would not

let them comje to Miitavai Fort, which, he faid,

was ours. It was eafy to fee that the idea pleaf-

cd him J
little thinking that the completion of it

would, at once, deprive him of his kingdom, and

the people of their liberties. This iliews with

what facility a fettlement might be made at Ota-

heitcj which, grateful as I am for repeated good
offices, I hope will never happen.

W6 had no fooner anchored at the neighbour-

jDg ifland, of Eimeo, than the ifliips were crowd-

ed with the inhabitants, whom curioiity alone

brought on board ; for they had nothing with
tliem for the purpofes of barter. But, the next

morning, this deficiency was fupplied j feveral

canoes then arriving from more diftant parts,^

which brought with theni abundance of bread-

fruit, cocoa-nuts, and a few hogs. Thefe they

exchanged for hatchets, nails, and beads j for red

feathers were not fo much fought after here, as at

Otaheite.

In the morning of the 2d of Oftober, Maheine,
the chief of the iiland, paid nic a viht. He ap-

proached ihe lliip with great caution, and it re-

«juired Ibiiae perfuafion to get him on board.

Thip chief* who, with a few followers, had
made himfclf, in a manner, independent of Ota-
heite, is between forty and fifty years old. He

I

is bald-headed ; which is rather an uncommon
[appearance in thefe ij(lauds> at that age. He

wore
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wore a kind of turban, and feemed afhamed to

iliew his head. They had feen us (have the head

of one of their people, whom we had caught

ftealingj they, therefore, concluded that this was

the punilhment ufually inflidted by us upon all

thieves j and one or two of our gentlemen, whofe

heads were not overburthened with hair, we could

obferve, lay under violent fufpicrons of being te-

tos, or thieves.
,

Having employed two or three days in getting

up all our fpirit calks, to tar their heads, which

we found neceffary, to fave them from the efforts

of a fmall infe6t to deftroy the ti, we hauled the

Ihip off into the ftream^ on the 6th of Prober ia

the morning, intending to put to fea the next day;

but an accident happened that prevented it. We
had fent our goats alhore, to graze, with two

men to look after them ; notwithftanding which

precaution, the natives had contrived to fteal one

of them this evening. The lofs of this goat

.would have been of little confequence, if it had

not interfered with my views of ilocking other

illands with thefe animals; but this being the

|

cafe, it became neceflary to recover it, ifpoffiblej

and after much trouble we fucceedcd.

, At Eimeo we abundantly fupplied the lliips|

with firewood. We had not taken in any at Ota-

heite, where the procuring this article would]

have been very inconvenient ; there not being a

tree at Matavai but what is ufeful to the inha-

bitants. We alfo got here good flore of refrelh«|

ments.
There is a very ftriking difference in the wo-l

men of this ifland and thofe of Otaheite. Thofc

of Eimeo are of low ftature, have a J irk hue,

and, in general, forbidding features. If we niet
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irith a fine woman amongft them, we were Aire,

upon enquiry, to find that Ihe had come from

foine other ifland.

We left Eimeo on the 12th of 06lober, and'

(he next morning we faw Huaheine. At noon

we anchored at the north entrance of Owharre

harbour, which is on the weft lide of the ifland.

Our arrival brought all the principal people of

the^ ifland to our fliips, on the next morning, be-

ing the 13th. This was juft what I wifhed, as it

was high time to think of fettling Omai ; and
theprefence of thefe chiefs, I guefTed would en-

able me to do it in the moft fatisfa6tory manner.

He nowTeemed to have an inclination to eftablifh

jhimfelf at Ulietea; and if he and I could have

agreed about the mode of bringing that plan to

bear, I fliould have had no objetUon to adopt it.

His father had been difpofleffed by the men of Bo-

labola, when theyconquered Ulietea, of fomeland

[in that ifland } and I made no doubt of being
,

[able to get it reflored to the fon in an amicable

lanner. For that purpofe it was necefTary that

le Ihoiild be on good terms with thofe who now
^ere matters of the illand ; but he was too great

patriot to liften to any fuch thing j and wai
fain enough to fuppofe that I would reinflate him
in his forfeited lands by force. This made it im-
)offible to fix him at Ulietea, and pointed out

io me Huaheine as the proper place. I, there-

tore, relblved to avail myfelf of the prefence of

[he chief men of the illand, and to make this

)ropoial to them.
After the hurry of the morning was over, wc

bt ready to pay a formal vifit to Taire^tareea,

[he fovcreign, meaning then to introduce thisbu-

Vcfs. Omai drefTed himfelf yery- properly on the

occafion j



120 THIRD VOTAOB OF

occafion^ and prepared a handfome prefent for

the chief hinilelf, and another for his Eatooa,

Indeed, after he had got clear of the gang that

furroundod hiiii at Otaheite, he behaved with

fuch prudence as to gain rcfpet^. We waited

feme time for Taireeiareea, as I would do no.

thing till the Earee rahie came ; but when heap,

peared, I found that his prefence raight have

been diipenfed with, An he was not above eicrht

or- ten years of age. Omai, who ftood at a liule

diftance from this circle of great men, be^^ari

with making his offering to the gods, eonfiliing

of red featliers, eloth^ &c. Each article was laid

before one of the company, who, I luitjerltiiod

was a pricft, and was delivered with a fet Ypeecl!

or prayer, fpoken by one of Omai's friends, who

iat by him, but moftly didtated by himfelf. la

thefe prayers, he did not forget his friends in-

England, nor thofe who had brought him fafe

back* The Earee rahie no Pretane, Lord Sand-

wich, Toote, Ta tee*, were mentioned in every

one of them. WlK:n Omai's offerings and prayerj!

were tinilhed, the prielt took each article, in the

(iMxw. order in which it had been laid befoiwi him,|

and after repeating a prayer, fent it to the mo.

rai j which, as Omai told as, was at a gruu dif-

tance, otherwife the offerings would have beeaj

made there.

Thefe religious ceremonies having been per-

formed, Omai fat down by me, and we enteredl

upon bulinefs. Omai's eltabliihment was thenj

propofed to the affembled chiefs.

He acquainted thenti, '* That he had been car-

lied by US into our country, wl^re he was weHl

• Cook and Gierke.

receiv(
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fjBctivtA. by the great king and his Earces, and

treated with every mark of regard and atfe6tion,

while he ftaid amongft us 3 that he had been

brought back again, enriched, by our liberality,

with a variety of articles, which would prove ve-

ry ufeful to his coiuitrymen 3 and that, befidea

the two horfes which were to remain with him,

feveral new and valuable animals had been left

at Otaheite, which would foon muUifply, and fur-*

jpiih a fufticient number for the ufe of all the

jiilands in the neighbourhood. He then lignili-

ed to them, that it was my earneft requeft, in re-

turn for all my friendly oifices^^ that they would

give him a piece of land, to build a houle upon,

and to raife provilions for himfelf and fervants j

adding, that if this could not be obtained for him:

in Huaheine, either by gift or by purchafc,-! was
determined to carry him to Ulieica, and fix him
[there."

. .

.'

One of the chiefs immediately exprefled him-

[fclf to this elfed :
'* That the whole liland of

iHuaheine, and every thing in it were minej and
(that, therefore, I might give what portion of it I

[pleated to my friend." Omai was greatly pleal'^

led to hear this ; thinking, no doubt, that I Ihould

[be very liberal, and give him enough. But to

)fFer what it would have been impro|>er to ac-

cept, I conlidered as ohering nothing at all 3 and,

therefore, I now dcfired that they would not on-

ly
aiiign the particular fpot, but alfo the exa6b

joantity of land, which they would allot for the
|fettlen*c»t: And, after a Ihort confultatioa

imong thcmfeives, my requeft was gra^nted by
general confcnt3 and tli« ground inamedialefy

^itcJwd ajyon^ adjoining to the houfe where our
leeling was held. The extent along tlie ihore

\i theliarbour,; was about t^Q huadicd yards >

VttL.VXL M and
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and its (Jepth, to the foot of the hill foihewhat*

more ; but a proportional part of the hill was in.

eluded in the grant.

This bufinefs being fettled to the fatisfadion

of all parties, 1 fet up a tent alhore, ettablilhed a

poll, and erected the obfervatories. The carpen-

ters of both fhips were alfo fet to work to build

a fmall houfe for Omai, in which he might fe.

cure the European commodities that were hig

property. At the fame time, fome hands were em-

ployed in making a garden for his ufe.

Omai now began ferioufly to attend to his own

affairs, and repented heartily of his ill-judged

prodigality while at Otaheite. He found at

Huaheine, a brother, a fifter, and a brother-in-

law ', the lifter being married. But thefe did not

plunder him, as he had lately been by his other

relation^. I was forry, however, to difcover, that

though they were too honeft to do him any inju-

ry, they were of too little confequence in the

illand to do him any pofitive good. They had

neither authority nor influenc-, to proteft his

perfon, or his property ^ and, in that helpiefs

iituation, I had reafon to apprehend that he ruD

great riik of being ftripped of every thing he had

got from us, as foon as he ihould ceafe to have
{

us within his reach.

A man who is richer than his neighbours, ill

fure to be envied by numbers who willi to fet

him brought down to their own^ level. But in

countries, where civilivation, law, and religion,

impofe their reftraints, the rich have a reafonable

ground of fecurity. It was very different witltl

Omai. He was to live amongft thofe who m\

ftrangers, in a great mcalure, to any other prin^

ciple of a6iion befides the immediate impulfeol^

llieir natural feelings. £ut^ what was h}s prinj

,

'
•

.
,

• cii
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cipal danger, he was to be placed in the very lin-

gular fituation of being the only rich man in the

community to which he was to belong. And
having, by a fortunate connexion with us, got

into his pofleflion an accumulated quantity of a

Ipccies of treafures which none of his country-

men could create by any art or indufiry of their

own, while all coveted a ihare of this envied

wealth, it was natural to apprehend that all would

be ready to join in attempting to ftrip its fole pro-

prietor.

\ To prevent this, if poffible, I advifed him to

make a proper dittribution of fome of his move-

;ibles, to two or three of the principal chiefs 5

who, being thus gratified themfelves, might be
induced to take him under their patronage, and
prote6k him from the injuries of others. He pro-

mifed to follow my advice j and I heard, with
fatisfa6tion, before I failed, that this very pru-

jdent ftep had been taken. Not trufting, how-
jever, entirely to the operations of gratitude, I had
recourfe to the more forcible motive of intimida-

tion. With this view, I took every opportunity

oi notifying to the inhabitants, thatJ t was my in-

tention to return to their iiland again, after being

abfent the ufutil time ; and that if I did not find

Omai in the fame ftate of fecurity in which I

was now to leave him, all thofe whom I ihould

then difcover to have been his enemies, might
expeft to feel the weight of my refentment.

While we lay in this harbour> we carried

alliore the bread, remaining in the bread-room,
to clear it of vermin. The number of cock-
roaches that infefted the ihip at this time is in-

[jcredible; the damage they did us was very con-
fiderable ; and every method devifed by as to de-

jftrojr them proved inefi^'^ual. According to Mr.
- M 3 Ander'
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Anderfon's obfervations, they were of two fortj

the blatta orientalis and gennanica. The firrtof

thele had been carred home in the (hip from her

former voyage, where they withftood the fcverity

of the hard winter in 1776', though ftie was in

dock all the time. The others had only made their

appearance fiiice our leaving New Zealand j but

had increaled fo fall, that when a fail was loofen-

ed, thoufands of them fell upon the decks. The
orientalis, though in infinite numbers, fcarcely

came out but in the night, when they made eve-

ry thing in the cabin feem as if in motion, from

the particular noife in crawling about.

The intercourfe of trade, and friendly offices,

was carried on between us and the natives, with-

out being difturbed by any one accident, till the

evening of the 22d, when a man found means to

get into Mr. Bayly's obfervatory, and to carry off

a fextant unobferved. As foon as I was made

acquainted with the theft, I went afhore, and got

Omai to apply to the chiefs to procure reftitution.

He did fo j but* they took no fteps towards it,

being more attentive to a heeva, that was then

ading, till I ordered the performers of the exhi»

bition to deiill. They were now convinced that

I was in earned, and began to make fome en-

quiry after the thief, who was fitting in the Aiidft

of them, quite unconcerned, infomuch that I was

in great doubt of his being the guilty perfon;

efpecially as he denied it. Omai, however, af-

furing me that he was the man, I fent him on

board the iliip, and there confined him. This

raifed a general ferment amongft the aflfembled

natives; and the whole body fled, in fpite of all

my endeavours to flop tliem. Having employed

Omai to examine the prifoner> with fome diffi-

. cuhy
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culty he was brought to coiifefs where he had

hid the fextant j but, as it was now dark, we
could not find it till day-light the next morning,

when it was brought back unhurt. After this

ihe natives recovert I from their fright, and be-

gan to gather aboiu us as ufual. As the thief

jeemed to be a very hardened fellow, I punilhed

him with fome fe verity.

This, however, did not deter hini j for, in the

night, between the 24th and 25th, a general

alarm was fpread, occafioned, as was faid, by

one of our goats being ftolen by this very man.
On examination, we found that all was fafe in

that quarter, Probably, the goat« were fo well

guarded, that he could not pot his defign in ex^-

ecution. But his hoftilities had fvicceeded againll

another objed J
and it appeared that he had de-

ftroyed and carried off feveral viiSjes and cabbage
plants, in Omai's grounds ; abd he publicly

threatened to kill him, and to burn his houfe, as

foon as we ihould leave the illand. To prevent

.

the fellow's doing me and Omai any more mif-

I chief, I had him feized, and confined again on
board the ihip, with a view of carrying him off

the illand j and it feemed to give general fatif-

fa£tion to the chiefs, that I meant thus to difpofe

lofhim.

Omai's houfe being nearly finlfhed, many of

Ibis moveables were carried alhore on the 26th.

lAmongft'a variety of other ufelefs articles, was a
[box of toys, which, when expofed to public view,
feemed greatly to pleafe the gazing multitude,
"lut as to {lis pots, kettles, dilhes, plates, drink*-

ing-mugs, glafles, and the whole train of ourdo-»

leftic' accommodations, hardly any one of his

ppuntryr^eu wovild lb much as loqk at them.

M 3 Omai
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Omai himfelf now began to think that they were
of no manner of ufe to him ; that a baked hotr

was more favory food than a boiled one j that a

plantain leaf made as good a diili or plate as pew-

ter
J and that a cocoa-nut (hell was as convenl-

ent a goblet as a black jack. And, therefore, he

very wifely /dilpofed of as many of thefe articles

of Engliih furniture, for the kitchen and pantry,

as he could I'ind purchafers for, amongft the peo-

pie of the ihips j receiving from them, in return,

hatchets, and other iron tools, which had a more

intrinsic value in this part of the world, and add-

ed more to his dilHnguiiliing fuperiority over

thofe with whom he was to pafs the remainder

of his days. v
Karly in the morning of the 30th, the Bolabo-

la man, whom I had in confinement, found

j

nieans to make his efcape out of the (liip. Up.

,on enquiry, it appeared, that not only the feiitryl

placed over the prifoner, but the whole watch,

upon the quarter deck, where he was confined,

had laid themfelves down to ileep. He feizedl

the opportunity to take the key of the irons oiitl

of the binnacle drawer, where he had feen it piit,l

and fet himfelf at liberty. I was not a littlel

pleafed to hear, afterward, that this fellow had]

tranfported himfelf to Ulietea.

As foon as Omai was fettled in his new habi-l

tation, I began to think of leaving the illandl

and got every thing off from the fliore thisevenj

ing, except the horfe and mare, and a goat big

with kid
J
which were left in the poflelfion oil

our friend, with whom we were now finally tq

part. I alfo gave him a boar and two fovvsoj

the Englifii breed} and he had got a fow or twif

9t his own.
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The hlftory of Omai will, perhaps, intereft a

Ycry numeroLts clafs of* readers, more than any

other occurrence of the voyage. Every circumt

ftance, therefore, which may ferve to convey a

fatisfa6tory account of the exa6t fituation iq

which he was left, will be thought worth pre-»

ferving ; and the following particulars are add*

ed, to complete the view of his domeftic efta-*

bliihment. He had picked up, at Otaheite, fouf

or livre Toutous j the two New Zealand youths

remained with him ; and his brother, and fome
others, joined him at Huaheine j fo that his fa-

mily eonfifted already of eight or ten perfons } if

that can be called a family, to which not a lingle

female, as yet, belonged. At prefent Ornai did

not feem at all difpofed to take unto himfelf a

wife. ^ >

The houfe that we eredted for him was twen-
ty-four feet by eighteen; and ten feet high. It

was fettled that, immediately after our departure,

he ihould begin to build a large houfe, after the

falhion of his country j one end of which was to

be brought over that which we had erected, fo

as to inciofe it entirely, for greater fecurity. In

this work, fome of the chiefs promifed to aflift

him; and, if the. intended building Ihould cover

the ground which he marked out, it will be as

large as motl upon the iiland.

His European weapons eonfifted of a muiket,
bayonet, and cartouch box; a fowling-piece;

two pair of piftols j and two or three fwords or

cutlafles. The poffeffion of tliefe made him cjuite

jhappy; which was my only view in giving him
fuch prefeuts. For I was always of opinion, that

he would have been happiey: without firearms,

I

and other Burcipean weapons^ thaa with th^m

;

-' '

' •
. as,
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as fuch implements of war, in the hands of one,

whofe prudent ufe of them I had fome grounds

for miftrufting, would rather increafe his dan-

gers than eftablifh his fuperiority. After he had

got on ihore every thing that belonged to him,

and was fettled in his houfe, he had moft of the

officers of both fhips, two or three times, to din-

ner ', and his table was always well fupplied with

the veiy belt provifions that tlie illand produced.

Before I failed, I had the following infcription

cut upon th£ outfide of his houfe

;

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 2 Novembris, 177f'

^ \ Refolution, Jac. Cook, Pr.
ixaves

j Difcoyery, Car. Gierke, Pr.

On the 2d of November, at four in the afteir

nooHy I took the advantage of a breeze, which

then fprung up at eaft, and failed out of the har^

bour. Moll of our friends remained on board

till the ihips were under fail ; when, to gratify

their curiofity, I ordered five guns to be fired.

They then all took their leave, except Omai,

who remained till we were at fea. In an hour

pr two after he went ailiore, taking a very affec-

tionate farewell of all the officers. He fuftained

himfelf with a manly refolution, till he came to

me. Then his utmoft efforts to conceal his tears

failed ; and Mr. King, who went in the boat,

told me that he wept all the time in going afhore,

" It was no fmall fatisfa^tion to refled, that we

Iiad brought him fafe back to the very ^pot from

which he was taken. And, yet, fuch is the

ftrange nature of human afRiirs, that it is proba-

ble we left him in a lefs defirable fituation, than

he w^s iu before his connexion ^ith ^s.

Omaij,
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Omai, from being much careffed in England,

iloft
<ig'it ^^ ^^^ original condition j and never

Lonfidered in what manner his acquifitions, either

of knowledge or of riches, would be ettimated

[by his countrymen, at his return ; which were

[the only things he could have to recommend him

[to them now, more than before, and on which h0

could build his future greatnefs or happinefs,

[Rank feems to be the very foundation of all dif-

tiiK^ion here, and, of its attendant, power) and,

fo [jeftinacioufly, or rather blindly, adhered to,

Jliat, unlefs a perfon has fome degree of it, he

n\\ certainly be defplfed and hated, if he af-

fumes'the appearance of exercifing any autho-

Ktjr. This was really the cafe, in fome meafure,

^ith Onjai ; though his countrymen were pretty

kautionsof exprelfing their lentiments while we
remained amongft them. Had he made a proper

life of the prefents he brought with him from
England, this, with the knowledge he had ac-.

luired by travelling fo far, might have enabled

[im to form the moft ufefu' coiinei6tions. But
|re have already given inftances of his childiih

aattention to this obvious means of advancing
lis intereft. His fchemes feemed to be of a

[igher, though ridiculous, nature; indeed, I

fight fay, meaner; for revenge, rather than a
Kfire of becoming great, appeared toat'^uatehim

[oin the beginning. This, however, may be ex-

pfed, if we consider that it is common to his

Dimtrymen. His father was, doubtlefs, a man
confiderable property in Ulietea, when tiiat

land was conquered by thofe of Bolabola ; apd,

lith many others, fought refuge in Huaheine^
ihere he died, and left Omai, with fome other

jildrenj who, by Chat means, became totally

' dependant.



130 THIRD VOYAGE pP

dependant. In this fituatlon, he was taken up

by Captain Furneaux, and carried to England

Whether he really expe£ted, from his treatment

there, that any afliftance would be given him

^gainft the enemies of his father and hiscountn',

pr whether he imagined that his own perlbnall

courage, and fuperiority of knowledge, would be

fufficient to difpoflefs the conquerors of Ulietea

Js uncertain j but from the beginning of thevoy.

age, this was his condant theme, He would not

Ijften to our, renionftrartces on fo wild a deter-

jninationj but flew into a paflion, if moremJ
derate and reafonable counfels were pi'opofed fori

his advantage. As we advanced, however, oJ

our voyage, he became more fenfible of his error||

and, by the time we reached the Friendly Ifland

had even fuch appreheniions.of his receptionai

home, that he would fain have ftaid behind an

Tongataboo, under Feenou's proteftion. Atthefj

iflands he fquandered away much of his Euro

pean treafure, very unnecefTarily. At Matavaij

he continued the fame inconfiderat^ behaviou

till I abfolutply put a flop to his profulion.

Whether the remains of his European wealt

which, after all his improvident wafte, was (li|

confiderable, will be more prudently adminifterl

cd by him, or whether the fteps I took, as alreadj

explained, to infure him prote6ti6n in Huahein(

fhall have proved effectual, muft be left to th

decifion of future navigators of this ocean j witi

\(^hom it cannot but be a principal object of col

yiofity to trace the future fortune^ of our travel]

Jcr.

Whatever faults belonged to Omai's charadeil

they were more than overbalanced by his greaj

good-nature and docile difpoiition. During tli
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jvhole timb he was with me, I very feldom had

realbn to be lerioufly difpleafed with his general

LjndiiA. His grateful heart always retained the

kigheft fenfe of the favours he had received in

[England ; nor will he ever forget thofe who ho-

Inoured him with their prote6tion and friendlhip,

iaring his ftay there. He had a tolerable iliare

[)f
underftanding, but wanted application and

perfeverance tp exert it j fo that his knowledge

of things was very general, and, in many in-

hnces, imperfect. He was not a man of much
pbfervation. There were many ufeful arts, as

;rellas elegant amufements, amongft the people

j)f the Friendly Illands, which he might have
[onveyed to his own; where they probably would
^ave been readily adopted, as being fo much in

leir own way. But I never found that he ufed

ie leaft endeavour to make himfelf mafter of
Iny one^ This kind of indifference h, indeed^

lie chara6teriftic foible of his nation. We are

[ot, therefore, to exped that Omai will be able

introduce many of our arts and cuftoms

3ongftthem, or much improve thofe to which
|iey have been long habituated. I am confident^

swever, that he will endeavour to bring to per-

^ftion,the various fruits and vegetables we plant-

i, which will be no fmall acquiiition. But the

j-eateft benefit thefe iflands are likely to receive

[om Omai's travels, will be in the animals that

ive been left upon them j which, probably, they
ever would have got, had he not come to
igland. When thefe multiply, of which I
[ink there is little doubt, Otaheite, and the So-
Bty Iflands, will equal, if not exceed^ any place
[the known worlds for proviiion^*

1 Omai's
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, Omai's retwrn, and the fubftantlal proofr. lig

brought back \vith hira of 0(15 liberality, eucou.

raged many to offer themlelves as volunteers to

attend me to Pretane. I took every opportunity

pf expreffing my determination to rejed all fuch

applications.

If there had been the moft diflant probability

of any fliip being again fent to New Zealand,!

would have brought tl>e t^o youths of that coun-

try liome with me 5 as both of them were very

deiirous of continuing with us. Tiarooa,
tl)c

eldcll, was an ex^ceedingly welUdifpofed young

man, with ftrong natural fenfe, and capable of

receiving a^iy inilru6tion He feemed to befu|.|

ly feniible of the inferiority of^is own countijl

to thefe iflands, and reiigned himfdf, thoiigli

perhaps with relu^tanee* to end his day8 in eaii;

and plenty, in Huaheine. But the other wiisioj

llrongly attached to iw, tjjtat be was taken out oil

the lliip, and carried a Chore by force. He wasal

witty, Imart boy; asd on that account mutiil

noticed on board.

/"^'he boat which carried Omai afliore, (iieverl

to join us again,) having returnt^d to the IWJ

x^e.Iioifted her iiv, and immediately flood overloj

Uiietea, where I intended to touch next.

, On the 4th we arrived in the harbour of OhaJ

maneno, and were vilited by Qreo^ tlie chief oij

the ifland, with whom J int.erchanged civilitie

and prefents. .

,
On the 6th, we fet up tlie obfervatories, aoi|

got the neceifary initruments on Ihore.

Thonigh we had fej>arated from Omai, wcwcn

fUU near enough to have intelligence of Ms pro

ceedingfij and I had delired tO: hear from liii

Accordingly, about a fortnight after our arrivi
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gt Ulictea, he fent two of his people in a canoe

;

v^ho brought me the fatisfadory intelligence^

that be remained undillurbed by the people of

the iiland^ and that every thing went well with

hiiiif except that his goat had died in kidding.

He accompanied this intelligence with a requeS*

that I would fend him another goat, and two
axes. Being happy to have this additional op-

portunity of ferving him, the meifengers were

fent back to Huaheine, on the 18th, with the

gxes, and two kids, male and female, which
were fpared for him out of the Difcovery.

On the 24th, I was informed that a midfliip-^

man and a feaman, both belonging to the Difco-

very, were miiling. As the midfhipman was
known to have exprefled a defire to remain at

thefe iilands, it feemed pretty certain that he and
his companion had gone off with this intention }

and Captain Gierke fet out in queft of them, with
two armed boats, and a party of marines. His

I

expedition proved fruitlefs, for he returned in the

evening without having got any certain intelli-r

gence where they were. From the condu6t of
the natives, Captain Gierke feemed to think that

they intended to conceal thedeferters; and, with
that view, had amufed him with falfe infcma^
tion the whole day, and dire6ted him to fearch

[for them in places where they were not to be
[found. The captain judged right ; for, the next
|morning, we were told that our runaways were
it Otaha. As thefe two were not the only per^

fons in the fhips who wiihed to end their days at

lefe favourite iflands, in order to put a fiop to

my further defertion, it was necclTary to get
lem back at all events -, and that the natives

Vol. Vll. N njight
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might be convinced that I was in earned, I rg.

foived to go after them myleif.

Accordingly, I let out the next mprning, with

two armed boats, being accompanied by the chief

himfelf. I proceeded^ as he directed, without

Hopping any where, till we came to the middle

of the eaft lide of Otaha. But when we got to

the place where we expe6ted to find them, wc

were told, that they had quitted this illand, and

gone over to Bolabola the day before. I did not

diink proper to follow them thither; but re-

turned to the Ihipsj fully determined, however,

to have recourfe to a meafure, which, I guefl'ed

would oblige the natives to bring them back.

^ Soon after day-break, the chief, his Ton, daugh.

ter, and fon-in-law, came on board the Rcfohi-

tion. The three lail I refolved to detain, till tin

two deferters fhould be brought back. With

this view. Captain Gierke invited them to go on

boardhis Ihip j and as foon as they arrived there,
i

confined them in his cabin. The chief was with

ine when the news reached him. He immedi-

ately acquainted me with it, fuppofing that this

ftep had been taken without my knowledge, and|

confequently without my approbation. I in.

ftantly undeceived him ; and then he began to I

have apprchenfioiis as to his own lituation, and

his looks exprefled tlie utmoft perturbation of

mind. But I foon made him cafy as to this, by

telling him that he was at liberty to leave thc|

fhip whenever he pleafed, and to take fuch mea-

furcs as he ihould judge beft calculated to getourl

two men back •, that if he fucceeded, his friendjl

on board the Difcovery ihould be delivered iip;|

if not, that I was dcteraiiued to carry thera[

twav with mc*
Orefll
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Oreo himfelf did not give way to unavailing

lamentations, but inftantly began his exertipnn

to recover our delerters, by dilpatching a canoa

I

to Bolabola, with a meflage to Opoony, the lo-

vereign of that illand, acquainting him with

what had happened, and requefting him to feize

the two fugitives, and fend them back. The
mefl'enger, who was no Icfs a man than the fa-

ther of Pootoe, Oreo's fon-in-ilaw, before he fet

lout, came to receive my commands.
The confequencf, iiowcver, of the prifonerS'

[was fo great, that the natives did not think pro-

per to truft to the return ofour people for their re-

fcafe; or, at leaft, their impatience was fo great,

that it hurried Ihem to meditate an attempt which
light have involved theminftill greater diftrefs,

lad it not been fortunately prevented. Between
ive and fix o'clock in the evening, I obferved that

^11 their calioes,in and about the harbour, began to

love off, as if feme fudden panic had feized

lem. I was afhore, abreaft of the ilr'py at the

me, and enquired, in vam, to find out the

[aufej till our people called to us from the Dif*

3very, and told us that a.party of the natives

lad feized Captain Gierke and Mr. Gore, who
lad walked out a little way from the fhips.

[truck v^ith the boldnefs 6f this plan of retalia-

lon, which feemed to counterad me fo etFe6tu-

|ly in my own way, there was no time to deli-

jrate. I inftauily ordered the people to arm y
id, in lefs than five minutes, a ftrong party, un-
er the command of Mr. King, was fent to rcf-

le our two gentlemen. At the fame time, twa
tmed boats, aud a party under Mr. Williamfon,
tent after the flying canoes, to cut off their re-

feat to the ihore. Thefe feveral detachment*

N 2 wert
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were hardly out of light, before an account ar,

rived that we had been miiinformed} u^n vvhich

I fent and called them all in.

It was evident, how«vcr, from feveral corro-

borating circumftances, that the deiign of feizln?

Captain Gierke had really been in agitation

amongd the natives. Nay, they made no fecret

in fpeaking of it the next day. But theirM
and great plan of operations, was to h'ave laid

hold of me. It was my cuftom, every evening, to

bathe in the frefh water. Very often I went

alone; and always without arms. £xpe6ting

me to gO; as ufual, this evening, they had deter.

mined to feize me, and Captain Gierke too, if he

had accompanied me. But I had, after confining

Oreo's family, thought it prudent to avoid put.

ting myfelf in their power ; and had cautioned

Captain Gierke^ and the officers, not to go far

from the (hips. In the courfe of the afternooo,

the chief aiked me three feveral times, if I would!

not go to the bathing place -, and when he foundJ

at lafl, that I could not be prevailed upon, he

went off, with the reft of his people, in fpitc of

all that I could do or fay to Hop him. But as I

had no fufpicion, at this time, of their defign, I

imagined that fome fudden fright had feized

them, which would, as ufual, foon be over.

Finding themfelves difappointed as to me, they

£xed on thofe who were more in their power. It

was fortunate, for all parties, that they did not

fucceed ; and not lefs fortunate, that no mif'l

chief was done on the occafion. For not a muf-f

kct was fired, except two or three, to flop theca.

noes. To that firing, perhaps, Mcffrs. Clertel

»nd Gore owed their fafety ; for, at that veiyl

wftAut, a party of the natives^ armed u^ith c\\M

were!
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^ere advancing toward them ; and, on hearing

tlie report of the mulkcts, they difperfed.

Oreo, the chief, being uneafy, as well as my-

felf, that no accoant had been received from Bo-

labola, fet out the evening of the 28th, for that

ijland, and defired nie to follow down the next

day with the lliips. This was my intention j but

the wind would not admit of our getting to fea.

But the fame wind, which kept us in the harboufj

brought Oreo back from Bolabola with the two
ideferters. They had reached Otaha the fam«

i

night they deferted j but, finding it impoilible to

I

get to any of the iflands to the eaftward, for want
of wind, they had proceeded to Bolabola^ and
from thence to the fmall ifland Toobaee, where
they were taken. As foon as they were on boards

Ithe three prifoners were releafed. Thus ended
Ian atfair which had given me much trouble and
iTexation. Nor would I have exerted myfelf fo

l^-efolutely on the occalion, but for the realbn be-

fore-mentioned, and to fave the fon of a brother

)fficer from being loft to his country.

The wind continuing contrary, confined us ift

the harbour till the morning of the 7th of De^
imber j when we took the advantage of a light

breeze at north-eaft, and, with the afliftance of
ill the boats, got out to fea.

As foon as we had got clear of the harbour,

'e took our leave of Ulietea, and fleered for Bo»
|abola. Oreo, and lix or eight men more', took a
baflage with us. My fole objeft in viliting thi«

^landwas, to get pofleflion of an anchor, which
I.Bougainville had loft at Otaheitej it was
iken up there, and fent to the chief of this place

aprefent. I wanted it to fabricate hatcheti
N 3 an4



Ida THIRD VOTAOB OF

niid other iron tools^ which we had almoft ex-

pended in exchange for refrefhments, and we
uow wanted to create a new ftock of trading ar-

ticles.

We landed where the natives directed us ; and,

foon after, I was introduced to Opoony, the chief,

in the midfl of a great conconrfc of people, hav-

ing no time to lofe, as foon as the necelfary for.

luality of compliments was over, I aiked the

chief to give me the anchor, and produced the

prefent I had prepared for him, confiding of a

linen night-gown, a ihirt, fome gauze haiidker-

<:hief8> a looking-glafs, fome beads, and other

toys; and fix axes. Upon the receipt of thefe

prefents, he ordered it to be delivered. Having

thus completed my negotiation, I returned on

board, hoifted in the boats, and made fail from

the ifland to the north.

When we confider that this ifland is not more

than eight leagues in compafs, it is ratlier re>'|

inarkablethat its people ihould have attempted, or
j

have been able to achieve the conquefl of Ulietea

0nd Otaha, the former of which iilands is, of it'|

felf, at lead double its fize.

How high the Bolabola men are now in efti*

mation at Otaheite, may be inferred from Mon*

fieur de Bougainville's anchor having been convey.

ed to them. To the fame caufe we muft afcribe the|

intention of tranfpoiting to their ifland the Spa*

nifh bull. And they had already got poiTeflion ofal

ram, brought to Otaheite by the Spaniards. I

carried aihore an ewe, which we had bronghl

from the Cape of Good Hopej and I hope that,

by this prefent, I have laid the foundation foral

breed of fheep. at Bolabola. I alfo left at Ulie'T

tea> under the care of Oreo^ an Englifh boar and

W
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fov, and two goats. So that not only Otahcite,

jjut all the neighbouring illands, will, in a few

years, have their race of hogs confiderably im-

proved j and, probably, be Socked with all the

valuable animals which have been transported hi-

ther by their European vifiters.

Captain Cook informs his readers that the fol-

lowing obfervations on ihefe illands are written

by Mr. Anderfon.—Perhaps there is fcarcely a

fpot in the univerfe that affords a more luxuri-

ant profpe6t, than the fouth-eafl part of Ota-

heite. The hills are high and tteep j but they

are covered to the very fummits with trees and

Ihrubs. The flat land, which bounds thofe hilli

toward the fea, and the interjacent valleys alfo,

teem with various productions, that grow with

the moft exuberant vigour. Nature has been no

lefs liberal in diflributing .rivulets, which are

found in every valley. The habitations of the

natives are fcattered, without order, upon thefe

flats; and many of them appearing toward the

ihore, prefented a delightful fcene, viewed from
ourlhips.

The natural fertility of the country, combined
with the mildnel's and ferenity of the climate,

renders the natives carelefs in their cultivation.

The cloth-plant, which is raifed by feeds brought
from the mountains, and the ava, or intoxicating

pepper, are almoil the only things to which they

feem to pay any attention.

I have enquired very carefully into their man-
jner of cultivating the bread-fruit tree; Vu was
always anfwered that they never planted it.

iThis, indeed, mull be evident to every one who
[will examine the places where tjie young trees

come up.

Their
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Their chief trees befide, arc the cocoa-nut and
the plantain } the latter only requires attention:

in three months, after it is planted, it begins to

bear ; during which time it gives young flioots

which fupply a fuccelfion of fruit. For the old

Itocks are cat down as the fruit is taken off.

Curiofities of any kind are not numerous,

Amongft thefe we may reckon a pond or lake

of frelh water, at the top of one of the higheft

mountains j to go to, and to return from which,

taikes three or four days. It is remarkable for

its depth, and has eels of an enormous lize in it.

This is efteemcd one of the greateft natural curi-

olities in the country.

The mufcular appearance, fo common amongft

the Friendly iflanders, and which feems a conre-

quence of their being accuftomed to much a6tion,

is loft here, where the fuperior fertility of their

country enables the inhabitants to lead a more

indolent life.

Perfonal endowments being in great efleein

amongft them, they have recourfe to feveral me-

thods of improving them, according to their no-

tions of beauty. This is done by remaining a

month or two in the houfe ; during which time

they wear a great quantity of clothes, and eat

nothing but bread-fruit, to which they afcribe a

remarkable property in whitenirig them.
Their common diet is made up of, at leaft,

nine-tenths of vegetable food ; and it is, perhaps,

owing to this temperate courfe of life that they

have fo few difeafes among them. They only

reckon five or fix, which might be called chronic,

or national diforders.

Their behaviour, on all occafions, feetns to In-

dicate a great opennefs aiid generofity of difpoii*

tion.
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tlon. I never faw them, in any misfortune, la-

Ixnir under the appearance of anxiety, after the

critical moment was paft. Neither does care

ever feem to wrinkle their brow, On the con-

trary, even the approach of death does not appear

to alter their, ufual vivacity.

Such a difpolition leads them to direct all

their aims only to what can give them pleafure

land eafe. They delight in mufic ; neither are

I

they ftrangers to the foothing cfFe6ts produced

I

by particular forts of motion; which, in fom«
cafes, feem to allay any perturbation of mind,

I
with as much fuccefs as mufic.

The Otaheiteans exprefs their notions of death

I

very emphatically^ by faying, that *'* the foul goca

into darkneis j" or rather into night. Their lan-

guage is fo copious, that for the bread-fruit

alone, in its different ftates, they have abovQ

twenty names J as many for thetaroroot^ and
[about ten for the cocoa-nut.

Notwithftanding the extreme fertility of the

lidand, a famine frequently happens, in which, it

isfaid, many perifh. In times of fcarcity, after

their bread-fruit and yams are confumed, they

have recourfe to various roots, which grow, with-

out cultivation, upon the mountains. The pa-

tjirra, which is found in vaft quantities, is what
they ufe firft. It is not unlike a very large pota-

|toe or yam, and good when in its growing ftate.

Of animal food, a very fmall portion falls, at

my time, to the fliare of the lower clafs of peo-

Iple; and then it is either fiih, fea-eggs, or other

parine produdions j for they feldom or ever eat

)ork. The Eree de hoi * alone, is able to fur-

* Mr. Anderflbn inYiriably in his tnanufctlpt wt-ites Eree da

|)u)i. According to Captain Coak*s mode» it it Srep rabic> .

iiKh
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nifh pork every day j and inferior chiefs, accorcl-

ing to their riches, once a week, fortnight, or

month.
It is alfo amongft the better fort that the ava

is chiefly ufed. But this beverage is prepared

fomewhat differently from that which we faw lb

much of at the friendly lUands. They pour a

very fmall quantity of water upon the root here-

and fometimes roaft or bake, and brujfe, the

flalks, without chewing it previoully to its infu-

iion. But its pernicious effe<5ts are very obvious •

perhaps, owing to the manner of preparing it

as we often faw inflances of its intoxicating, or

rather ftupifying, powers. As an excufe fur a

praAJce fo deftrudive, they allege that it is

adopted to prevent their growing too fat 3 but it

svidently enei*vates them, and, in all probability,

fhortcns their days.

The times of eating, at Otaheite, are very fre-

qiient. Their firll meal is about two o'clock in

the morning, after which they go to deep j and

the next is at eight. At eleven, they dine j and

again, at two, and at five; and fup at eight.

The women have not only the mortification of

being obliged to eat by themfelves, and in a dif-

ferent part of the houfe from the men, but, by a

flrange kind of policy, are excluded from a iliare

f)f moft of the better forts of food. The women,

generally, ferve up their own vi6tuals j for they

would certainly ftarve, before any grown man

would do them fuch an office. When we enqnir*

ed into the reafons of it> we could get no other
|

anfwer, but that it is right and nece<6ry that it

^Quldbeib. ^^V
1. the women, indeed, are often treated with a

l|e|[ree of hardmefs, or rather brutglity^ whicii
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one would fcarcely luppofe a man would beflow

on an objeA for whom he had the leail affec-

tion. Nothing, however^ is more common than

to Tee the men beat them without mercy ; and,

unlefs this treatment h the effect of jealoufy,

which both fexes, at leaft, pretend to be fome-

tiraes infedted with, it will be difficult to account

for it.

Their religious fyftem is extenfive, and, in

many inilances, Angular ; but few of the com-
mon people have a perfe6t knowledge of it ^ that

being confined chiefly to their prielis, who arc

prelty numerous. They do not feem to pay re- v

fped to one god, as poflelling pre-eminence, but

believe in a plurality of divinities, who are all

I

very powerful.

Their aliiduity in ferving their gods ij? remark-

lably confpit . ms. Not only the whattas, or of-

fering-plac ^ ' ^he morais, are commonly loaded

Iwith fruits :..id animals j but there are few
Ihoufes where you do not meet with a fmall

[place of the fame fort near them. Many of them
[are fo rigidly fcrupulous, that they will not be-

jia a meal without firft laying alide a morfel for

[the Eatooa.

They believe the foul to be both immaterial

»nd immortal. They fay that it keeps fluttering

^bout the lips during the pangs of death ; and
lliat then it afccnds, and mixes with j or, as they

kprefs it, is eaten by the deity. In this flate it

[emains for fome time ; after which it departs

a certain place, deftined for the reception of
le fouls of men, where it cxifts in eternal night,

fhey have no idea of any permanent punilhment
ttcr death ', for the fouls of good and of bad

mea
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men are eaten indifcriminately by God. Accord-

ing to their do6trine^ if a man refrain, from all

connexion with women fome months before

death, he pafles immediately into his eternal

manfion.

Some<»f their notions about the deity are ex-

travagantly abfurd. They believe that he is fub.

je6t to the power of thofe very fpirits to whom he

has given exigence j and that, in their turn, they I

frequently eat pf devour him, though he poffefs the

power of re-creating himfelf. When the mooa

is in its wane, it is laid, that they are then de-

vouring their Eatooa j and that as it increafesj

he is renewing himfelf.

They have traditions concerning the creation,

which, as might be expeded, are complex, and!

clouded with obfcurity. They fay that a god-l

defs, having a lump or mafs of earth fufpendedl

in a cord, gave it a fwing, and fcattered abouti

pieces of land, thus conllituting Otaheite, aadl

the neighbouring illands, which were all peopledl

by a man and woman originally fixed at OtaJ

heite. The fpots obferved in the moon, are fupi

poled to be groves of a fort of trees which one

grew in Otaheite, and, being deftroyed by fern

accident, their feeds were carried up thither!

doves, where they now flourilh.

The ranks of people, befides the Eree de boJ

or king and his family, are the erees, or powj
ful chiefs J the manahoone, or vaflalsj andtbi

teou, or toutou, fcrvants, or rather Haves. Tli

men of each of thefe, according to the reguli

inditution, form their connedtions with womei

•of their refpe6tive ranks j but if with any inf^

flor otie^ which frequeatly happens> aud a chil
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te born, it is preferved, and has the rank of the

father, nnlcfs it happens to be an eree, when,

Shocking to relate, it is killed.

In conformity alfb to ancient practice eftablifh-

ed amongft them, many crimes are left to be pu-

nilhed by thefufferer; they feem to think that

the injured perfon will judge as equitably as

thofe who are totally unconcerned. If any one

be caught ftealing, the proprietor of the goods

may put the thief inftantly to death j and if any

one Ihould enquire of him after the deceafed, it

is fufficient to acquit him, if he only inform them

of the provocation he had to kill him. But fo

fevere a punifhment is feldom inflided, unlefs

the articles, that are llolen, be reckoned very va-

luable. For fmall thefts, a flight beating only is

infli6ted. If a perfon kill another in a quarrel,

the friends of the deceafed aifemble, and engage

the furvivor and his adherents. If they conquer,

they take poffeffion of the houfe, lands, and

I

goods of the other party ; but if conquered, the

I reverfe takes place. We need not wonder, that

the killing of a man ihould be confidered as fo

[trifling an offence amongft a people who do not

confider infanticide as a crime. So far we have
[copied from Mr. Anderfon.
Monday, December the 8th, after leaving Bo-

labola, I fleered to the northward, with the wind
generally eaftward, till after we had crofled the

fine, and had grot into north latitudes.

Seventeen months had now elapfed fince our

departure from England. With regard to the

principal obje^: of my inilru£tions, our vo^ nge
m, at this time, only beginning ; and, there-

lore, my attention to every circumftance that

fnht contribute toward our fafety aud fuccefs,

VoL/VJJ. U VfHiS
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.was now to be called forth anew. As foon as I

had got beyond the extent of my former difcove-

ries, I ordered a iurvey to be taken of all the Itorci

that were in the Ihips, that I might know how to

ufe them to the greatell advantage.

On the 24th, after pafling the line, land wai

dilcovered. Upon a nearer approach, it was

found to be one of thofe low illands {o common
in this ocean ; that is, a narrow bank of laud in-

cloiing the fea within. A few cocoa-nut trees

were feen in two or three places? but, in gene-

ral, the land had a very barren appearance.

At day-break, the next morning, I feiit two

boats to fearch more accurately for a landing,

place
J
and, at the fame time, two otli*'rs, to fiih

at a grappling near the Ihore. Thefe lalt return-

;

ed about eight o'clock, with upward of two hun-

dred weight of fiih. P^ncouraged by this fuccefJ

they were difpatched agiiin after breakfall.

On the 2(ith and the following day, we caught]

a confiderablc number of turtles.

On the 28th, I landed, in company with Mr.]

Bayly, on the ifland which lies between the two

channels, to prepare the telefcopes for obfervinjl

an approaching eclipl'(|^ of the fun ; which wasl

one great inducement to my anchoring here.

On the morning of the 30th, the day vvhenl

the eclipfe was to happen, Mr. King, Mr. BaylyJ

and mytelf, went afliore, to attend the obferva'

tion, in which we had tolerable fuccefs.

In the afternoon, the boats and turtling partyj

all returned on board, except a feanian belonging

to tlie Difcovery, who had been milling two da}.,.j

There were two of ihem at firft who had lo!i

their way ; but diHigreeing about the molt pro

bablc track to bring them back to tht^ir compaj

sico
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idonfi tii^ had feparated ; and one of them'

joined the party, after having been abfent twen-

ty-four hours, and been in great diftrefs.

As foon as Captain Gierke knew that one of

the ftraggJers was ftill in this awkward lituation,

he fent a party in fearch of him, who returned

with their loft companion. This poor fellow

miift have fufFered far greater diftrefs than the

otl«ir ftraggler; not only as havin^^ been loft a

longer time, but as we found th.L he was too

fqueamifti to drink turtle's blood, which the

other did, as there was no water in the ifland.

Having fome cocoa-nuts and yams on board,

imattate of vegetation, I ordered them to be
[planted here. i

We got at this ifland, for both fhips, about

[three hundred turtle, weighing, one with an-'

[other, about ninety or a» hundred pounds. Thej-
[were all of the green kind, and, perhaps, as good

'

Us any in the world. We alio caught, with hook

'

[and line, as much fifli as we could confume dur-

ling our ftay. They confitted principally of ca-

hallies, of different fizes ; large and fmall fnap-

Ipcrs ', and a few of two forts of rock-fifti.

There were not the frtialleft traces of any hu-
lan being having ever been here before us $

ind, indeed, fhould any one be fo unfortunate as

bbe accidentally driven upon the ifland, or left

Ihere, it is hard to fay, that he could be able to^

prolong exiftence. A fliip touching here, muft'

fxpe6t nothing but fifti and turtle j and of thefc

abundant fupplj m,ay be depended upon.
As we kept our Chriftmas here, I called this

fifcovery Chriftmas Ifland.

On tbp 2d ofJanuary 177S, at day-break, we-
« 63 weighed
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weighed anchor, and refumed our courfe to thi

north. We difcovered no land till day-break in

the morning of the 18th, when an ifland made
its appearance 4 and foon after, we faw more
land, entirely detached from the former.

On the 19th, at fun-rife, the ifland firft feen

bore eaft, feveral leagues diftant. This being

diredly to windward, which prevented our get-

ting near it, I flood for the other j and, not long

after, difcovered a third ifland in the direftion of

weft-north-weft, as far diftant as land could be

feen. Soon after we faw fome canoes coming off

from the fliore toward the fliips. I immediately

brought to, jto give them time to join us. They

had from three to fix men each i and, on their

approach, ^e were agreeably furprifed to find

that they fpoke the language of Otaheite, and of

the other iflands we had lately vifited. It re-

quired but very little addrefs to get them to

come along-fide j but no entreaties could prevail

upon any of them to come on board. I tied

fome brafs medals to a rope, and gave them to

thofe in one of the canoes, who, in return, tied

fome fmall mackerel to the rope, as an equiva-

lent. This was repeated j and fome fmall nails,!

or bits of iron, which they valued more than any
|

other article, were given them.
Thefe people were of a bro^n colour j and, I

though of the common fize, were ftoutly made.

There was little difi^erence in the cafts of their

colour, but a confiderable variation in their fea-

tures J fome of their vifages not being very un-

like thofe of Europeans. They feemed ve^]

mild ; and had no arms of any kind, if we ex-

cept fome fmall ftones^ which th^y had evidential

brouglitj
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broiic'ht for their own defence ; and thefe tliey

threw overboardj when they found that they

were not war.ted.

Seeing no figns of an anchoring place at this

eaftern extreme of the ifland, I ranged along the

fouth-eaft fide, at the dillance of half a league

from the thore. As foon as we made fail, the

canoes left us; but others came off, as we pro-

ceeded along the coaft, bringing M'ith them roaft-

ing pigs, and fome very tine potatoes, which they

exchanged, as the others had done, for whatever

was offered to them. Several fmall pigs were
purchafed for a fix-penny-nail; fo that we again

found ourfelves in a land of plenty.

The next morning we Itood in for the land,

and were met by feveral canoes filled with people,

fome of whom took courage and ventured on
board. , ,

In the courfe of my feveral voyages, I never

[before met with the natives of any place fo rhuch

talbnilhed as thefe. people were, upon entering a

ihii). Their eyes were continually flying from
objeft to objeAj the wildnefs of their looks and
Igcftares fully exprelling their entire ignorance

about every thing they faw, and ftrongly mark-
ling to us, that, till now, they had never been
Iviiitfed by Europeans, nor been acquainted with
|any of bur commodities, except iron; which,
kwever, it was plain, they had only heard of, or

had known it in fome fmall quantity, brought to

lem at fome diftant period. They feemed only

jo underffand that it was a fubftance, much bet-

ler adapted to the purpofes of cutting, or of
Wing holes, than any thing their own country
produced. They aiked for it by the name of

iamaite, probably referring to fome inftrumcnt,

3 ia
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in the making of which iron could be ufefully

employed. For the tame realoii^ they frequently

called iron by the name of toe, whichj in their

language, (ignifies a hatchet, or rather a kind of

adze. When we Ihewed them fome beads, they

afked fiift, " What they werej and then, whe-

ther they ihould eat them.** But on their being

told, that they were to be hung in their ears,

they returned them as ufelefs. They were equal-

ly indifferent as to a looking-glafs which wai

offered them, and returned it for the fame tea-

fon J but fufficiently exprefled their defire for

liamaite and toe, which they wifhed might be

very large. They were, in fome refpe6t, natiir-

tily well bred 3 or, at leaft, fearful of giving

offence, alking, where they ihould fit down,

whether they might fpit upon'the deck, and the

like. Some of them repeated a long prayer be-

fore they came on board j and others, afterwards,

fung and made motions with their hands, fuchas

we had been accuAomed to fee in the dances of

the illands we had lately vifited. There was an-

other circumdance, in which they alfo perfeAly

referabled thofe other iflanders. At firft, on

their entering the fliip, they endeavoured to ftcal

every thing they came near j or rather to take it
j

openly, as what we either fhould not refent, or

not hinder. We foon convinced them of their

miftakej and if they, after fome time, became

|

lefs adive in appropriating to themfelves what-

ever they took a fancy to, it was bccaufe the/|

found that we kept a watchful eye over them.

At nine o'clock, being pretty near the lhore,I|

fent three armed boats, under the command of|

Lieutenant Williamfon, to look for a landing-

place^ and for frej(h water. I ordered bim>. th^j
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i/he (honld find it necelfary to land in fearch of

the latter, not to fiiffer more than one man to go
<with him out of the boats.

While the boats were occupied in examining

the coaft, we flood on and off with the Ihips,

waiting for their return. About noon, Mr. Wil-
liamfon came back, and reported that he had feeni

a large pond near one of the villages, which
contained frefli water. He alfo reported that h€-

had attempted to land in another place, but was*

prevented by the natives, who, coming down tc

the boats in great numbers, attempted to take

away the oars, mufkets, and in ihort, every thing

that they could lay hold of; and prefTed fo thicfi

upon him, that he was obliged to fire, by ^hich
one man was killed. But this unhappy circum*

fiance I did not know till after we had left thtf

ifland 3 fo that all my meafurf^s were dir66ted a^

if nothing of the kind had happened.
Between three and four o'clock I went aihore

with three armed boats, to examine the water,

and to try the difpofition of the inhabitants, fe-

vcral hundreds of whom werfc affembled on the
beach.

The very inftant I leaped on fliore, the colleft-

ed body of the natives all fell fiat upon their

faces, and remained in that very humble pofiure,

till, by expreflive figns, I prevailed upon them to

rife. They then brought a great many fmall pigs,

which they prefented to me, with plantain trees,

niing much the fame ceremonies that we had
feen pra6lifed on fuch occafions at the Societ/

and other iflands; and a long prayer being fpoken
by a fingle perfon, in which others of the afTem-

bly fomctimes joined, I expreffed my accept-

aticeof ttieir proffered friendfhip, by giving them
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in return fuch prel^nts as I had brought with mt.

from the fliip for that purpofe. When this in-

trodadtory buiinefs was iiniihed> I ftationed a

guard upon the beach, and got fome of the na-

tives to conduft me to the water, which proved

to be very good, and in a proper iituation fur our

purpofe. Having fatisfied rayfelf about this very

eflential point, and about the peaceable difpofi-

tion of the natives, I returned on board; and
then gave orders that every thing ihould be in

readinefs for landing and tilling our water-caiks

in the mornings when again I went afli(>re.

As foon as we landed, a trade was fet on foot

^^r hogs and potatoes, which the people of the

ifland gave us in exchange for nails and pieces of

iron, formed into fomething like chiflfels. We
met with no obflru&ion in watering; on the con-

trary, the natives aflifted our men in rolling the

calks to and from the pool; and readily performed

whatever we required.

£very thing thus going on to my fatisfa^ion,

and conlidering my prefence on the fpot as unne-

ceflary, I left the command to Mr. William Ion,

who had landed with me, and made an excurfiou

Into the country, up the valley, accompanied by

Mr. Anderfon and Mr. Webber. A numerous
train of natives followed us ; and one of them,

whom I had diilinguiihed for his a6tivity in keep-

ing the reft in order, I made choice of as our

guide. Every one whom we met fell proftratc

upon the ground, and remained in that portion

till we had paflTed. This, as I afterwards under-

flood, is the mode of paying their refpeft to their

own great chiefs. As we ranged down the coaft

from the eaft in the fliips, we had obferved at

every village one or mgre elevated white obje6ts,

I

,

'

like
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like pyratnicls, or rather obeliiks; and one of

thcfe, which I guelfed to be at lea ft fifty feet

high, was very confpicuous from the fhip's an-

choring ftation, s|nd feemed to be at no great

diilance up this valley. To have a nearer infpec-

lion of it, was the principal object of my walk.

The moment we got to it, we law that it ftood

in a burying ground, or morai; the rcfemblancc

of which, in many rcfpefts, to thofe we were fo

well acquainted with at other iilands in this

ocean, could not but ftrike usj and wealln foon

found that the fevcral parts that compofe it, w(jr«

called by the fame namfes.

After we had examined, very carefully, every

thing that was to be feen about the morai^ wft

returned by a difierent route. At noon, I wciit

on board to dinner, having procured, in the coarfe

of the day, nine tuns of water j and, by ex-

changes, chiefly for nails and pieces of iron, about

feventy or eighty pigs, and a few fowls. Theth
people merited our beft commendations, never
once attempting to cheat us, either aihore or
along-lide the ftiips. Some of them, indeed, at

iijit, betrayed a thievifli difpofition 5 but tbe>'

foon laid afide a condu6t, which, we convinced
them, they could not perfevere in with impunity.
Amongft thiC articles which they brought to bar-

ter this day, we could not help taking notrce of a
particular fort of cloak and cap. The iir/v* arc

nearly of the iize and Ihape of the Ihort cloaks

worn by the women in England. The gvjund of
them is a net-work, upon which the moll beau-
tiful red and yellow feathers arr; io clofely fixed,

that the furface might be compared to the thick-

eft and richeft velvet, which they rcfemble, both
as to the feel and the glolfy appearance.

i Th^
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The cap is made almoft exadly like a helmet
wi^^h the middle part, or crelt, Ibmetimes of a

harii s breadth ; und it fits very dole upon the

head, having notches to admit the ears. It is a

frame of twigs and oilers, covered with a net-

work, into which are wrought feathers, in the

fame manner as upon the cloaks, though rather

cloler, and lefs diverfilied. Thefe, probably, com-

plete the drefs, with the cloaks; for the natives,

fometimes, appeared in bcth together.

We were at a lot's to guefs whence they could

get fuch a quantity of thele beautiful feathersj

but were foon informed ; for they afterwards

brought.gr^at numbers of Ikins of fmall red birds

for falc.

Next day one of our vifiters, who offered feme

filli-hooks for fale, was obfcrved to have a very

fmall parcel tied to the ftring of one of them,

which h« feparated with great care, and referved

for himfelf, when he parted with the hook. Be-

ing alked wiiat it was, he pointed to his belly.

It (truck us that it might be human flelh. The

queftion being put to him, he anfwered that the

fle(h was part of a man. Another of his coun-

trymen, who flood by him, was then alked, whe-

ther it was their cultom to eat thofe killed in

battle ', and he immediately anfwered in the af-

firmative.

After leaving Atool, as this ifland was named,

wr proceeded to Oneeheow, on the coaft of which

we anchored.^
Six or fevcn^anoes had come off to us, before

we anchored, bringing fome fmall pigs and pota-

toes, and a good many yams and mats. The peo-

ple in them refembled thofe of Atooij and feem-

cd t# be equally well acquainted with the ufe of

iroDi
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iron, which they afked for alio by th^tiamcs of ha*

malte and toe j parting readily with all their com-
modities for pieces of this precious metal.

Thefe vifiters furniflied us with an opportunity

of agitating again the curious enquiry, whether

they were cannibals. One of the iflanders, wjio

wanted to get in at the gun-room port, was re-

fufed; and at the fame time alked whether, if he

Ihould come in, we would kill and eat him? This

gave a proper opening to retort the quefiion as

to this pra^ice ; and a perfon behind the other,

in the canoe, who paid great attention to what
was J)afling, immediately anfwered, that if wc
were killed on fliore, they would certainly eat us.

But tkiat their eating us would be the confequence

of our being at enmity with them. I cannot fee

the leaft reafon to helitate in pronouncing it to

be certain, that, the horrid banquet of human
flefti is as much reliflied here, amidft plenty, as

it is in New Zealand.

On the 30th, I fent Mr. Gore alhore, with a

guard of marines, and a party to trade with the

natives for refrtihments. The weather foon be-

came very uupropitious; and the fea ran fo high

that we had no manner of conmiunication with
our party on flipre ; and even the natives thcm-
felves durft not venture out to the Ihips in their

canoes. In the evening of next day, I fent the

mate in a boat up to the fouth eaft head, or

poiot of the ifland, to try if he could land under
it. He returned with a favourable report ; but it

was too late, now, to fend for our party till the

next morning ; and thus they had another night
to improve their intercourfe v :th the natives.

Encouraged by the matter's report, I went
jnykli with the pinnace and launch up to the

'5t poin^
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pointy to bring tlie party on board ; taking with

me a ram-goat and two ewes, a boar and few pig

of the Englifh breed ; and the feeds of melons,

pumpkins, and onions; being very defirous of

benefiting thefe poor people, by furniihing thenj

ycith fome additional articles of food. I found

my party already there, with fome of the natives

in company. To one of them, whom Mr. Gore

had obferved affuming fome command, I ^ave

the goats, pigs, and feeds.

The ground, through which I pafled, was in a

ftate of nature, very ftony, and the foil feemed

poor. It was, however, covered with ihrubs and

plants, fome of which perfumed the air with a

more delicious fragrancy, than I had met with at

any other of the iflands in this ocean. The ha-

bitations of the natives were thinly fcattered

about ; and it was fuppofed that there could not

be more than five hundred people upon the illand.

Our people had an cppprtunity of obferving the

method of living amongft the natives, and it ap-

peared to be decent and cleanly. They did not,

however, fee any inftance of th^ men and women
eating together; and the latter feemed generally

aifociated in companies by themfelves. It was

-found that they burnt fiere the oily ntits of the

dooe dooe for lights in the night, as at Otaheite;

and that they baked their hogs in ovens. A par-

ticular veneration feemed to be paid here to owls;

which they have very tame; and it was obferved

to be a pretty general pra^ice amongft them to
j

pull out one of their teeth; for which oid cuftom,

when aiked the reafon, the only anfwer that could
|

b6 got was, that it was teeha.

On Monday the 2d of February we fJood away
|

to the northward, in profecuUoa of our voyage.

1 Our
I
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Our Ihip procured, from thefe ifands, proviiionji

lufficient for three weeks at leaft j and Captain

Clerke, more fortunate, obtained, of their vegeta-

ble produ6tions, a fupply that lafted his people

upwards of two raonths.

It is worthy of bbfervation, that ti je iflands in

the Pacific Ocean, which our late voyages^ have

added to the geography of the globe, have been

generally found lying in groups, or clufters ; tlic

fiugle intermediate illands, as yet difcovered, be-

ing few in proportion to the others; though, pro-

bably, there are many more of them ftill un-

known, which ferve as fteps between the feveral

clufters. Of what number this newly-difcovered

archipelago coniifts, muft be left for future invef-

tigation. We faw five of them, whofe names,

as given to us by the natives, are Wohaoo, Atooi,

Oneeheow, Oreehoua, and Tahoora.

The temperature of the climate may be ealily

gueH'ed from the lituation. Were we tojudge of
it from our experience, it might be faid to be very

variable J notwithftanding it was now the feafon of
the year, when the weather is fuppofed to be mofl
fettled, the fun being at his greatefl annual dif-

tance. The heat was, at this time, very mode-
rate; and few of thofe inconveniences, which

I

many of thofe tropical countries are fubje6t to,

cither from heat or moifbire, feem to be experi-

lenced here.

Befides the vegetable articles, bought by us as

Ircfreflmierits, amongft which were at leaft five

lor fix varieties of plantains, the iiland produces
Ibread-fruit; though it feenfis to be fcarce, as we
Ifaw only one tree, which was large, and had
jfome fruit upon it.

Vol. VII. The
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The fcarlet birds, which were brought for fale

were never met with alive j but we law a fmgie

fmall one, about the iize of a canary-bird, of a

deep crimlon colour; a large owl j two large

brown hawks, or kites; and a wild duck; and it

is probable there are a great many forts; judging

by the quantity of line yellow, green, and very

fmall velvet-like, black feathers, ufed upon the

cloaks, and other ornaments, worn by the inha-

bitants.

Fifh, and other marine produdions, were, to

appearance, not various.

The hogs, dogs, and fowls, which were the

only tame or domeftic animals that we found liere,

were all of the fame kind that we met with at the

South Pacitic Iflands.

.

, The inhabitants are of a middling ftature, firm-

ly made. Their vifage, efpecially amongft the wo-

men, is fometimes round ; but we cannot fay that

they are diftingui{hed,.as a nation, by any general

cafl of countenance. Their colour is nearly of a

nut-brown. The women are little more delicate

than the men in their formation; and I may fay

that, with a very few exceptions, they have little I

claim to thofe peculiarities that dillinguilh the

fex in other countries.. There is, indeed, a more

remarkable equality in the iize, colour, and figure

|

Nof both fexes, than in moft places I have vilited.

They are very expert fwimmers. It was very I

common to fee women with infants at the bread,

when the furf \#as fo high that they could not

land in the canoes, leap overboard, and, without

endangering their little ones, fwim to the lhori|

through a fea that looked dreadful.

They feem to be bleft with a frank, cheerful]

difpolition ^ they live ver/ focistbly in their in-

tercouricl
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tcrcoiirfe with one another; and, except the pro-

pcnlity to thieving, which feems innate in moft

of tlie people we have vifited in this ocean, they

^vere exceedingly friendly to us. It was a plea-

fure to obferve with how much afFe6tion the

women manage their infants, and how readily'

the men lent their affiftance to fuch a tender

oflicej thus fufficiently diftinguilhing themfelves

from thofe favages, who elieem a wife and child

fls things rather necelFary than dciirable, or wor-

thy of their notice.

Though they feem to have adopted the mode
of living in villages, there is no appearance of

defence, or fortification, near any of them ; and
the houfes are fcattered about without any order.

Some are large and commodious, from forty to

fifty feet long, and twenty or thirty broad, while

others of them are mere hovels. They are well

thatched with long grafs, which is laid on flender

poles, difpofed with fome regularity. The en-

trance is made indifferently in the end or iide.

and is an oblong hole, fo low, that one mud ra-

ther creep than walk in. No light enters the

Ijioufe, but by this opening; and though fuch

clofe habitations may afford a comfortable retreat

in bad weather, they feem but ill adapted to the

warmth of the climate. Of animal food they

can be in no want, as th«y have abundance of
hogs, which run without rcilraint about the

|hou{cs; and if they eat dogs, which is not im-
probable, their (lock of thefe leeined to be very

confidcrable. The great number of fifiling-hooks
found amongft them, fhewed that they derived no
fnconliderable fupply of animal food from the fea.

They bake their vegetable food with heated
snes, in the fame manner as the inhabitants Of ^

r a tha
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the fouthcrn Iflands. The only artifidal difli w©
met with, was a taro pudding ; which, though a

difagreeable mel's, from its Iburnefs, was greedily

devoured by the natives.

In every thing manufa6tared by thefe people,

there appears to be an uncommon degree of neat-

nels and ingenuity. Their cloth, which is the

principal manufafture, is made from the mortw

papyrifera ; and doubtlefs in the fame manner as

at Otaheite and Tongataboo ; in colouring or

ftaining it, the people of Atooi difplay a fuperi-

ority of tafte, by the endlefs variation of figures

which they execute.

They fabricate a great many white mats, which

are ftrong, with many red ftripes, rhombufes, and

other figures interwoven on one fide 5 and often

pretty large.

They fiain their gourd-fhells prettily with un-

dulated lines, triangles, and other figures of a

black colour; iriftances of which we faw prac-

tifed at New Zealand. Their wooden diflies and

bowls, out of which they drink their ava, are of
|

the etooa-tree, or cordia, as neat as if made in

G.ur turning-lathe, and perhaps better polilhed.j

A great variety of fifliing-hooks are ingeniour-

ly inade of pearl (hell. One fiihing-hook was pro-

cured, nine inches long, of a.fingle piece of boneJ

which doubtlefs belonged to fome large fiih. Thej

elegant form and polifh of this could not certain-

ly be outdone by any European artift, even if he

riiould add all his knowledge in dqfign to the

number and convenience of his tools.

The only iron tools, or rather bits of iron, feer

amongft them, and which they had before our arj

rival, were a piece of iron hoop, about two inchcj

long, fitted into a wooden liaadle -, and anothej
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edge-tool, which our people guefled to be made

of the point of a broad-fword. How they came

by them I cannot account for.

Though I did not lee a chief of any note, there

were, however, fevcral, as the natives informed

us, who refide upon Atooi, and to whom they

proftrate themfelves as a mark of fubmiflion.

After I had left the ifland, one of the chiefs made
his appearance, and paid a vifit to Captain

Gierke on board the Difcovery. His attendants

helped him into the ihip, and placed him on the

gang-way. Their care of him did not ceafe then }

for they flood round him, holding each other by
the hands; nor would they fuffer any one to

come near him but Captain Gierke himfelf. He
was a young man, clothed from head to foot, ac-

lompanied by a young woman, fuppofed to be his

ife. His name was faid to be Tamahano. Cap-
in Gierke made him fome fui table prefents j and
eceived from him, in return, a large bowl, fup-

rted by two figures of men, the carving ot

hich, both as to the delign and the execution,

lewed fome degree of ikill.

In their language they had not only adopted
le foft mode of the Otaheiteans in avoiding

larlh founds, but the whole idiom of their lan-

gej uliug not only the fame affixes and fuf-

es to their words, but the fame meafure and
idence in their fongs; though in a manner
ewhat lefs agreeable.

How happy would Lord Anfon have been, and
at hardihips would he have avoided, if he had
iwn that there was a group of iflaods, halt

ly between America and Tinian, where all his

ints could have been effe^ually fupplied ; and
defcribing which, the elegant hiiiorian of that

P 3 voyage.
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voyage, would have prefented his reader with

a more agreeable pi6ture than I have been able

to draw.

On the 2d of February, we ftood away to the

northward, and without meeting with any thing

memorable, on the 7th of March, the long-looked

for coatt of New Albion * was feen, extending

from north-eaft to fouth-eaft, diilant ten or twelve

leagues. The land appeared to be of a moderate

height, diverfified with hills and valleys, and al-

moft every where covered with wood.
. After coa fling along, and combating contrary

winds, on the 29th we anchored in eighty-five

fathoms water, fo near the fhore as to reach it

with a hawfer.

We no fooner drew near the inlet, than we

found the coaft to be inhabited ; and three ca-

noes came off to the (hip. In one of thefe were I

two riien, in another fix, and in the third ten.

Having come pretty near us, a perfon in one of

the two lall ftood up, and made a long harangue,

inviting us to land, as we gueifed by his geftures.

At the fame time he kept ftrewing handfuls ofl

feathers towards us'; and Ibme of his companionsl

threw handfuls of red duft or powder in the faracl

manner. The perfon who performed the officd

of orator, wore the Ikin of fome animal, and held,!

in each hand, fomething which rattled as he keptT

fhaking it. After tiring himfelf with his repeat-|

cd exhortations, of which we did not underftanil

a word, he was quiet. After the tumultuouij

oration had ceafed, one of them fung a vci]

agreeable air, with a degree of foftnefs and rac

* This part of the weft fide of North Amerlciiy was fooin

•d by t»ir franciy Drake.
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|(^y which we Could not have expe^edi' In «>

{hort time the canoes began to come off in great

numbers j and we had, at one time, thirty-two ofl

them near the ihip, carrying from tlirce to fevcn

or eight perfons each^ both men and women. Se-

veral of thefe flood up in their canoes harangue-'

ing, and making geftures after the manner ojf our

firit viliters. One canoe was remarkable fOr »^

fmgitlar head, which had a bird's eye and bill/ of

an enormous lize, painted on it 3 and a pel'foa'

vho was in it, who feemed to be a chief, was "no

Icfs remarkable for his unconli.mon appearance j'

having many feathers hanging from his head, sitii*

being painted in an extroardinary manner. HtT
held in his hands a carVcd bird of wood, as largo*

as a pigeon, with which he rattled, as the perfon'

firft-mentioned had done ; and was no lefs Voclfe-

rons in his harangue, which was attended \tutk^

fome expreflive geftures.

Though our vifiters behaved very peaceably/

I

and could not be fufpeded of any hodile inten*

jtion, we could not prevail upon any of theni to*

come on board. They Ihewed great readinefs«!

I

however, to part with any thing they had, ana

I

took from us whatever we offered them in ex-
change ; but were more defirous of iron thdn Of
any other of our articles of commerce, appearinj^

to be perfeftly acquainted with the ufe of thaC
petal. Many of the canoes followed ui to oui*

anchoring-place J and a group of about ten Or a
Idozen of them remained along-fide the Refolution

[moft part of the night.

Thefe circumftances gave us a reafonabld
Iground of hope, that we fhould find thi« a- com*
[fortable ftation to fiipply all our wants, and td

ui forget the hard^ips and delays Expert*

cnced
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ecced during a condant fuccelTion of adverfe

winds and boiderous weather, almoil continual

iince our arrival upon the coaft of America.

^Ncxt morning, I loft- no time in endeavouring

to find a commodious harbour where we might
ftationourfelvcs during our continuance. I had

very little trouble in finding what we wanted.

On.ihe north-weft of the arm we were now in,

dnd not far from the ihips, I met with a conve-

Dient, fnug cove, Nvell fuited for our purpofe.

, A great many canoes, filled with the natives,

were about the Ihips all day j and a^ trade com-

menced betwixt us and them^ which was carried

on with the ftridteft honefty on both fides. The

articles which they oflPered to fale were Ikins of

various animals, fuch as bears, wolves, foxes,

deer, racoons, polecats, martins 5 ftnd, in particu-

lar, the fea otters, which are found at the illandj

caft of Kamtfchatka. Befides the (kins in their

native ftiape, they alfo brought garments madc'of

them, and another fort of clothing made of the

bark of a tree, or fome plant like hemp j weji-

pons, fuch as bows, arrows, and fpearsj fifh-

hooks, and inftruments of various kinds ; wooden

vizors of many different monftrous figures j a fort

of woollen ftuff, blanketing ; bags filled with red

ochre, pieces of carved work, beads, and feveral

other little ornaments of thin brafs and iron,

ihaped like a horfeflioe, wfcich they hang at their
I

nofes; a? d feveral ciiilfels, or pieces of iron, fix«|

ed to handles. From their poneflSng which me-

tals,we could infer that they had either been vifit-

cd by fome civilized nation, or had connections!

with tribes on their continent, who had communi-

cation with them But the moft extraordinary of

all the artickii^ wiuch they brought to the ihips

.

^ foi
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\(ot (alt, were hnman Ikulls, and hands not yet

floite flripped of the flcfh, which they made our

people plainly underlland they had eaten ; and

litideed, fome of them had evident marks that

Ithey had been upon the lire. We had but too

Imuch reafon to fufpeft, from this circum(lance»

Ithat the horrid pra^ice of feeding on their enc-:

lies was prevalent here. For the various arti-'

cics which they brought, they took in exchange

hives, chifiels, pieces of iron and tin, naih, look-

jng.gla'flcs, buttojis, or any kind of metaL Glaff

leads they were not fond of; and cloth of every

ort they rejeAed. /

If they had any diflrud or fear of us at firft,

kj now appeared to have laid it Afide j for they

ame on J>oard the fhips, and mixed with our pco-?

|le with the greateft freedom. We foon difcovered.

It they were as light-fingered as any of our
lends in the iflands we had vilitedin the colirfer

the voya'ge. And they were far more danger-.

us thieves -, for, poflefling {harp iron inflrument^*

|iey could cut a hook from a tackle, or any
ler piece of iron from a ropfe, the inliant that'

ar batks were turned. If we mifled a thing:

amediately after it had been ftolen, we found
^tle difficulty in dete6ting the thief, as they
[ere ready enough to impeach one another. But
le guilty peribn generally relinquilhed hit
pze with relu6lance 5 and fometimes we found
ncceirary to have recourfe to force,

lAconliderable number of the natives vifited

I daily
J and, every now and then, we faw new

ces. Oi> their firil coming, they generally went
[rough a Angular mode of introducing them-'
Ives. They would paddle, with all their

ength, quite round both fliips, a chief, or other.

|iuiipal perfon in the canoe, Handing up with a
fpear^
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fpeari or fome other weapon, in Iiis hand, and
ipeaking, or rather hallooing, all the time. Some-
tinics the orator of the cance would have his face

covered with a mafk, reprcfenting either a hu-

man vifage, or that of Ibme animal j and, inftcadl

gf a weapon, would hold a ratth in his hand,aj

before delcribcd. After making this circuit rojand

the fhips, they would come along-fide, and begin

to trade without fiirther ceremony.
During . thefe vifits, they gave us no othcrl

trouble, than to guard againft their thieviljil

tricks. But, in the morning of the 4th of AprijJ

we had a ferious alarm. Our party on IhoreJ

who were employed in cutting wood and filiingj

water, obferved that the natives all around then

were arming themfelves in the beft manner the

could; preparing Hicks, and collediing HoneiJ

On hearing this, I thought it prudent to arm all

fo^ However, our fears were ill-grounded j thefq

hoilile preparations were not direded againd us]

but againft a body of their own countrymen, who

were coming to light them ; and our friends oj

the found, on obferving our apprehenlions, ufei

their beft endeavours to convince us that thiswaJ

the cafe. At length thfe dilFerence, whatever ij

was, fecmcd to be compromifed ; but the ftrarigcn

were not allowed to come along- fide the

nor to have any trade or intercourfe witli usi

Probably we were the caufe of the quarrel.

We refumed our work in the afternoon, ani

continued the repairs of the veflels without interj

ruption, and other neceffary bulinefs.

Bad weather now came on ) but that did noli

however, hinder the natives from viiiting usdaij

ly. They frequently brought us a tolerable fup

ply of ^(jfi, either fardines^ or what refemble

'. i.ji.
, ^ , then
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them much, a fmall kind of bream> and fomc-

times Imall cod.

On the 18th, a party of ftrangers, in fix or

I

eight canoes, came into the cove, where they re-

mained looking at us for fome time, and th(pn re-

tired without coming along-fide either ihip. "We
Ifupppfed that our old friends, who were more
Inuiaerous about us than thefe new vifiters, would

hot permit them to have any intercourlc with us,

JWc alfo found that many of the principal na-

tives, who lived near us, carried on a trade with

aore diltant tribes, in the articles they had pro-

cured from us. For we obferved that they would
frequently difappear for four or five days at a

ime, and then return with freih cargoes of Ikint

bndciiriofities, which our people were fo paffion-

[tely fond of, that they always came to a good
wrket. Nothing would go down with our vifit-

m but metal ; and brafs had by this time fup-

planted iron j being fo eagerly fought after, that,

cfore we left this place, hardly a bit of it was left

the (hips, except what belonged to our necef-

sry inftrunients. Whole luits of clothes were
[ripped of every button j bureaus of their furni-

irej and copper kettles, tin canifters, candle-

licks, and the like, all went to wreck.

After a fortnight's bad weather, the IQth prov-

^ga fair day, we availed ourfelves of it, to get

the topmafts and yards, and to fix up the rig-

ing. And, having now finilhed molt of our
pavy work, I fet out next morning to take a
ew of the found. I firft went to the weft
^int, where I found a large village. The peo-

1 received me very courteoufly. In moft of the
|ufes were women at work, making drelfes of
plant or bark before j^^ntigned; which they

€x«cviUd

\
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executed exactly in the fame manner that ijiel

New Zealanders manufacture their cloth. Others

jrvere occupied in opening and curing lilh.

I now found, by traverfing a few miles vveftofl

this village, what I had before conjedured, that!

the land, under which the fhips lay, was anl

iiland j and that there were many fnialler onesl

lying fcattered in the found, on the weft of \A

Pppofite the north end of our illand, upon the

main land, I obferved a village, and there I landn

cd. The inhabitants of it were not fo politf a^

thofe of the other. But this cold reception lecniJ

cd owing to one furly chief, who would notleij

me enter their houfes, following me wherever]

went J
and feveral times> by expreliive fignsj

marking his impatience that 1 iliould be gone]

Some of the young women, better pleafed witij

us than was their inhofpitable chief, drefled tbeml

felves expeditioufly in their beft apparel, and well

corned us, by joining in a fong,, which was faj

from difagreeablc.

The day being now far fpent, I proceeded foj

the iliips. When I got on board, I was informe

that while I was abfeat, they had been vilited bj

fome ftrangers, who, by figns, made our peopl]

underftand that thsy had come from the Ibutli

call, beyond the bay. They brought fevei3|

ikins, garments, and other articles, which tlia

bartered. But what was moft lingular, two filvd

table fpoons were purchafed from them, wliicll

from their peculiar Ihape, we fuppofed to be(

$panilli manufa6ture. One of thefe ftranga

wore them round his neck, by way of ornamea

Captain Gierke and I went in the forenoon

(

pext, day ^'ith two boats, to the village at

ff^^ point o( the found* When I was Uiere^i

J

\
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day before, I had obferved that plenty of graft

rrew near it -, and it was neceflary to lay in a
quantity of this, for the few goats and fheep

which were ftill left on board. The inhabitants re*

ceived us with the fame demonllrations of friend*

fliip which I had experienced before j and the

moment we landed, I ordered fome of my people

to begin their operation of cutting. I had not

the leaft imagination that the natives could make
any obje6tion to our furniftiing ourfelves with.

wliat j'eemed to be of no ufc to them, but was
I neceil'ary for us. However, I was miftaken ; for

the moment that our men began to cut, fome of*

ithe inhabitants interpofed, and would not per-

mit them to proceed, faying they muft *' ma-*

kook;" that is, muft firll buy it. I bargain-

ed with them for it. and thought that we were
now at liberty to cut wherever we pleafcd.

But here again I was under a miftake j for the

liberal manner in which I bad paid the firll pre-

[tended proprietors, brought frelb demands upon
Irae from others j and fo many of them were to

|be fatisficd, that I very loon emptied my pockets.

Wlien they founc" that I really had nothing more
bgive, their importunities ccafed, and we were
permitted to cut wherever we pleafed, and ad

luch as we chofe to carry away.
Every thing being now ready, in the morning

?f the 20'th, 1 intended to have put to fea 5 but
|)oth wind and tide being againft us, was obliged
(o continue where we were. At four o'clock in
le afternoon, we had every forerunner of an ap-
proaching ftorm ; this made me helitate a little^

whether I lliould venture to' fail, or wait till the
kext morning. But my anxious impatience to

Vol. VII. a prp-
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ceed upon the voyage, made me determine to put
to fea ^t all events.

Our friends, the natives attended us, till we
were almoft out of the found j fome on board the

(hips, and others in their canoes. To one of their

chiefs, who had attached himfelf to me, I pre,

fented a new broad-fword, with a brafs hilt; the

pofleflion of which made him completely happy,

i make no doubt that whoever comes after me to

this place, will find the natives prepared with no

inconfiderable fupply of Ikins j an article of trade
i

which, they could obferve, we were eager to pof.

fefs, and which we found could be purchafed to

great advantage.

- On my arrival in this inlet, I had honoured itl

with the name of King George's Sound; but]

afterwards found, that it is called Nootka by the

natives. The harbours and anchoring placesj

within its circuit, are numerous,
- Tlie land bordering upon the feacoaft is of al

Biiddling height and level j but within the found

it rifes almolt every where into deep hills, whichl

agreie in their general formation, ending in round!

or blunted tops, with fome iharp, though notve«[

ry prominent, ridges on their fides. Some of|

thefe hills may be reckoned high.

The trees, which chiefly compofe the woodsj

are the Canadian pine, white cypref*, cyprell'us|

tbyoides, the wild pme, with two or three otiiep

forts of pine lefs common. I

. As the feafon was advancing very faft, and ourj

neceffary repairs took up all our time, excnrfions

qf ^very kind, either on the land or by waterj

were never attempted. And as we lay in a cov(

tai^ an lAand^ uo other animals were ever feen

...... alive
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|Hvc in the woods, than two or three racoons,

martins, and fqnirrels. The account, ther^iore,

that we can give of the quadrupeds, is taken from

the ikins which the natives brought to fell.

Of thefe, the raoft common were bears, deer,

foxes, and wolves. The bear-ikins were iti grea^t

numbers ; few of them very large } but in gene-

ral of a lliining black colour. The deer-lkins were
(career; and they feem to belong to that fort

[called the fallow^-cleer by thehiftorians of Caroli-

na; though Mr. Pennant thinks it quite a differ-

ent fpecies from ours, and diftlnguilhes it by the

name of Virginian deer. The foxes are iii great

plenty, and of feveral varieties ; fome yellow,

Ifome red, fame white, and fome black. Befides

Ithe common fort of martin, the pine-martin is

[here; and the ermine is alfo found at this place*

[The racoons and fquirrels are of the comraoa
ibrt.

''' '' '"'

Hogs, dogs, and goats, have not as yet found
^lieir way to this place. Nor do the nativei

ieem to have any knowledge of our brown ratsi

(o which, when they faw them on board the

lips, they applied the name they give to fquir*

tels. .
.

: .:
^ '

The fea anirnals, feen off the coaft, were
diales, porpoifes, and fe^ls. The lait of thefe

[eem only of the common fort, judging from the

dns which we faw here.

Sea-otters, which live moflly in the water, ar6

found here. The fur of thefe animals, as men-
pned in the Rulfian accounts, is certainly fofter

Ind finer than that of any others we know of 5

|nd therefore the difcovery of this part of the

outineat of North America, where fo valuable

a'

2

aik
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an article of commerce may be met with, cannot

be a matter of indifference '^.

Birds, in general, are not only rare as to the dif.

ferent fpecies, but very fcarce as to numbers'

and thefe few are fo fiiy, that, in all probability I

they are continually haraffed by the natives
; per.

haps for food ; certainly to get poifellion of their

feathers, which they ufe as ornaments. Thofe

which frequent the woods, are crows and ravens,

not at all different from our Englifh ones j a bluJ

ilh jay or magpie, common wrens, which ait the

only finging bird that we heard j the Canadian!

or emigrating thrufli 3 and a conliderable num.

ber of brown eagles, with white heads and tails;!

which, though they feem principally to frequentl

the coaff, come into the found in bad weatherj

^nd fometimes perch upon the trees.

The birds which frequent the waters and tlicl

Ibores, are not more numeroub <^han the others.!

Q-uebrantahueffofes, gulls, and lliags, were feen ol]

the coailj and the two lail alio frequent tlic

found J they are of the common forts. Weobj
ferved wild ducks in confiderable flocks ; and the

greater lumme, or diver, found in our northern

countries. There were aUb feen, once or twicej

fome fwans flying acrofs the found.

Fifli are more plentiful in quantity than birdsj

though the variety is not very great. 3 and yet, fron

feveral circumftances, it is probable, that even thJ

variety is coafiderably increaftd at certain fea-l

fons,

* Mr. Coxe, on the authorif-y of Mr. Pilh'.s, infor-Tis uj

that the old and middle-ageJ fca-otter fkins are luld it Kiac

ta, by the Riifiims to the Ch,acfc» from eighty to one \im

Arei rubles a /kin j'that is From (Ixtccii to twenty pouaJs eic'tij

iSfie Coxe's RufTian Dlfcovcrics.
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As to the mineral fubftances in this country,

though we found both iron and copper, there is

little reafon to believe that either of them belong

to the place.

The perfons of the natives are iu general un-

der the common ftature ; but not llender in pro-

portion, being commonly pretty full or plump,

though not mufcular. . The vifage of moft of

them is round and full ; and fometimes a!fo

broad, with high prohiinent cheeks j and above

thefe the face is frequently much deprelfed j the

pofe aUb flattening at its bafe, with pretty wide
jaoftrils, and a rounded point. The forehead ra^

ther low ; the eyes fmall, black, and rather lan-

guilhing than fparkling j the mouth round,

with large round thickith lips; the teeth tolera-

Ibly equal and well fet, but not remarkably white.

Their eyebrows are fcanty, and always narrow j

bat the hair of the head is in great abundance,

very coarfe and ftrong, and without a fingle ex-

ception, black, ftraight, and lank^ or hanging
Idown over the Ihoulders.

Their colour we could never poiitively deter-*

[mine, as their bodies were incrufted with paint

land dirt ; though in particular cafes, when thefe

Iwere well rubbed off, the whitenefs of the Ikin

[appeared almoft to equal that of Europeans.
The women are nearly of the fame fize, colour,

|and form, with the men j from w^hom it is not
eafy to diftinguiih them, as they polfefs no natu-

ral delicacies fufficient to render tjieir pcrfonj^

Jgreeable,

Their ciommon drefs is a' flaxen garment, or

lantle, ornamented on the upper edge by a nar-

row ilrip of fur, and at the lower edge, by fringes

)r talfels j it i& tied over the ilioulders. Over
a a tuis^

1

1
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this, which reaches below the knees, is worn a

fmall cloak of the fame fubftance, likewife fring,

ed at the lower part. In Ihape, this reierables a

round dilh cover, being quite clofe, except in the

middle, where there is a hole jul^ large enouoh

to admit the head,

Beiides the above drefs, which is common to

both fexes, the men frequently throw over their

other garments the ikin of a bear, wolf, or lea-

otter, with the hair outward, and tie it as a

cloak, near the upper part, wearing it fometimes

before, and fometimes behind. Their drcfs would

by no means be inelegant, were it kept clean. But

as they rub their bodies conltantly over with red

paint, of a clayey, or coarfe ochre fubftance, mixed

"with oil, their garments by thi? means contnifta

yancid offenfive fmeli, and a greafy naltinelsj lo

iiiat they make a very wretched dirty appenraiui:.

The ears ofmany of them are perforated in the

lobe, where they make a pretty large holej and

two others higher up on the outer edge. In

thefe Jioles they hang bits of bonej quills lixcd|

upon a lepthern thong, fmall 11. ells, bunches of I

woollen talfels, or pieces of thin coppcT, which
i

our beads could never fupplapt, The fcptumof

the nofe, in many, i& alio perforated, through

which they draw a piece of foft cord j and others

wear at the fame place, fmall thin pieces oiiroiij

brais, or copper, fliaped almoft like a horielhoe,]

the narrow opening of which receives the fep-

tum, fo that the two points may gently pinch itjl

find the ornament thus hangs over the upper lip,.|

The rings of our brafs buttons, which they eager-

ly purchafed, were appropriated to this ufc.

Sornetimes they wear carved wooden maiks, or|

vizprs, iippli^id on the fau^ or tu the iipper part
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jof the head, or forehead. Some of thefe refem-

ble human faces, funiilhed with hair, beards, and

I eyebrows ; others the heads of birds, particularly

of eagles and qaebrantahueflbfes ; and many, the

heads of land and fea animals, fuch as wolves,

deer, porpoifes, and others. So fund are they of

thefe difguifes, that I have feen one of them put

his head into a tin kettle he had got from us, for

want of another fort of mafk. Whether they ufe

thefe extravagant mafquerade ornaments on any

particular religions occalion or diverlion, or whe-
ther they be put on to intimidate their enemies

when they go to battle, by their monftrous ap-

pearance, or as decoys when they go to hunt ani-

nicils, is uncertain,

Thoiigh there be but too much reafon, from
their bringing to falc human fkuUs and banes, to

infer that they treat their enemies with a degree

of biiUal cruelty, this circumflance rather marks
a general agreement of character with that of al-

nioft every tribe of uncivilized men, in every age,

nnd in every part of the globe, than that they arc

to be reproached with any charge of peculiar in-

I
humanity. They feem to be a docile, courteous,

I

good-natured people.

When difpleafed, they are exceedingly violent 5

[but they are foon pacified. Their curiofity ap-

pears, in forae meafure, to lie dormant. For few
lexprefled any defire to fee or examine things

[vvholly unknown to them 5 ant^ which, to thofe

truly pofleffed of that pailion, would have ap-

peared alloniihiug. They were always contented
to procure the articles they knew and wanted, re^

yarding every thing elfe with great indifference

;

[)or did ourperfons, apparel, and manners, fo dif-

peut from their own, or even the extraordinary

fizc
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lize and conftruiStion of our Ihips, feem to excite

admiration, or even engage attention.

Tiie only inftruments of mufic, (if fuch they

may be called) which I faw aniongft them, were

a rattle, and a fmall whiftlc with one hole only.

They ufe the rattle when they iing ; but upon

what occalions they ufe the whiftle I know not;

unlefs it be when they drefs themfelves like par-

ticular animals, and endeavour to imitate their

howl or cry. I once faw one of them drelTed in

a wolf's ikin, with the head over his own, and

imitiuing that animal by making a fqu^aking

noife with one of thefe whiftles, which he had in

his mouth.
The houfes are difpofed in three ranges or

rows, riling gradually behind each other; the

largeft being that in front, and tne others lels.

Though there be fome appearance of regula-

rity in this difpolition, there is none iu the

iingle houfes. The height of the fides and e;ds|

of thefe habitations is {even or eight feet; the

back part is higher than the front, by which

means the planks that compofe the roof flant

forward j they are laid on looie, and are moved

to let out fmoke, and admit air or light. There

are holes, or windows, in the fides of the houfesl

to look out at, but without any regularity ofl

Oiape or difpofitiuii j and thefe have bits of mat|

hung before them, to prevent the rain .getting in,

Their furniture confifts chiefly of a great num-

ber of chefl;s and boxes of all fizes, which are ge^i

nerally piled upon each other, clofe to the fidesl

or. ends of the houfe ; and contain their fparel

garments, Ikins, malks, and other things, whichj

they fet a value upon. Their other domefticf

utenfils are moitly fqi^are and oblong pails orj

bucket
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buckets to hold watrr and other things f round

wooden cups and bowls, and fmall fliallow wooden
troughs, about two feet long, out of which they

eat their food ; and balkets of twigs, bags of

matting, tifliing implements, 8fc.

The naliinels and ftcnch of their houfes are,

houcver, at leatt equal to the confufion. But
aniidft all the tilth and confufion that are found

ill the houles, many of them are decorated with
images. Thefe are nothing more than the trunks

of very large trees, four or five feet high, ftt up
fuigly, or by pairs, at the upper end of the apart-

ment, with the front carved into a human face

;

the amis and hands cut out upon the lides, and
[varioully painted ; fo that the whole is a truly

monlhous figure. The genefal name of thef©

images is Klumna ; and the names of two parti-

Icular ones, which flood abreaft of each other,

(three or four feet afundcr, in one of the houjes,

Iwere Katchkoa and Matfeeta. A mat, byway
of curtain, for the moft part hung before them,
•which the natives were not willing at all times

toremove j and when they did unveil them, they

feemed to fpeak of them in a very myfteribus

Imanner.

It was natural, from thefe circumftances, for

5 to think, that they were reprefcntatives of
heir gods ; and yet we had proofs of the little

real ellimation they v.'ere in ; for, with a fmall

quantity of iron or brais, I could have purchaied
all the gods in the place j and 1 a6tually got two
or three of the very fmallell: fort.

The chief employment of the men, Is fiihing

find killing land or fea animals. The women are

Decupled in manufa6luring their flaxen or wool-
len garments, and in preparing the fardines for

. drying.
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drying. The young men appeared to be the

mod indolent or idle fct in this community
j for

they were either fitting in fcattered companies
to balk themfelvcs in the fun, or lay wallowing in

the fand upon the beach, like a number of hogs,

for the fame purpofe, without any covering. But

this difregard of decency was confined to the men.

The women were always properly clothed, and

behaved with the utmoft propriety
; juftly de-

ferving all commendation, for a balhfulnefs and

modefty becoming their fex 3 but more merito-

rious in them, as the men feem to have no fenfef

of Ihame, <

Their weapons are bows and arrows, (lings,!

fpears, fhort truncheons of bone, fomewhat likel

tiie patoo patoo of New Zealand, and a fmall

pickaxe* not unlike the common American to-

mahawk. The tomahawk is a ftone fix or eightl

inches long, pointed at one end, and the otherl

end fixed into a hi^ndle of woodj which refem«I

bles the head and neck of the human figure]

and the ftone is fixed in the mouth, fo as to re

prefent an enormoufly large tongue.

From the number of fione weapons, and others

we might almoft conclude, that it is their cuftor

to engage in clofe fight j and we had too conn

vincing proofs that their wars are both frequen^

and bloody, from the vaft number of human

fltulls which they brought to fell.

Their manufd6hires and mechanic arts are hi

more extenfive and ingenious, whether we regard

the defign or the execution, than could have beei(

cxpe6ted from the natural difpofition of the peo

pie, and the little progrefs that civilization ha

made amongft them in other refpe6ts. Thegarj

jaaents with which they cover themfelves, mi

oeceflariljl
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tcceffarily engage their firfl care j and are the

Bioft material ot iholc that cant)C ranked under

the head of manut'a£tures. They are made of

the bark of a pine tree, beat into a hempen Itate.

It is not fpun j but, after being properly prepar-

ed, is fpread upon a ftick, which is faftened

icrofs to two othei's that Aand upright. It is

difpoCed in fuch a manner that the manufadurer,

wlio iits on her hams at this iimple machine,

knots it acrofs with fmall plaited threads, at the

diftance of half an inch from each other. Though
iby this method it be not fo clofe or firm as cloth

Ithat is woven, the bunches between the knota

ake it futficiently impervious to the air, by fili-

ng the interftices j and it has the additional ad-

autage of being fofter and more pliable.

Their tafte or defign in working figures upon
heir garments, correfponds with their fondnefs

[or carving in every tiling they make of wood.
he imitative arts being nearly allied, no won-
er that to their Ikill in working figures in their

aments, and carving them in wood, they Ihoukl

|dd that of drawing them in colours. We have,^

imetimes, feen the whole procefs of their whale
ihery painted on the caps they wear. This,

lOugh rudely executed, fervcs, at leaft, to fliew

at they have fome notion of a method of com-
morating and reprefenting actions in a lailing

fay.

Their ca^noes are of a fimple ftru6ture j but to

pearauce weil calculated for every ufeful pur-
fe. Even the largeft, which carry twenty peo-
ot more, are formed of one tree. Many of

^"uzation ^flp"^
^^^ ^^^^y ^^^^ lo"g» feven broad, and about

A ^

The eaiw^^ ^^*^P* ^^^ *^^^ ^^^^ P^*"^ ^^^X ^^^ without

mfelves, muW omawcnt but foiae have a little fcarving,
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and are decorated by fetting feals' teeth on the

furface like ftuds j as is the practice on their

malks and weapons. A few have likewife a

kind of additional head or prow, like a large cui.

water, which is painted with the figure of fomc

animal.

Their principsil tools are the chiffel and thcj

knife. The chiiTel is^a long flat piece, fitted into

a handle of wood. A ftone ferves for a mallet,

and a piece of fi(h-lkin for a polilher. I have]

feen fome of thefe chiflels that were eight or ten]

inches long, and three or four inches broad
j but!

in general they were fmaller. The knives are|

of various fizes, fome very large.

Iron, which they call feekemaile (which name

they alfo give to tin, and all white metals) i^

familiar to them. Yet we never obferved the

leaft fign of their having feen ihips like oursbej

fore, nor of their having traded with fuch people

They exprefled no marks of furprife at I'eeinJ

our ihips ; nor were they even llartled at the rej

port of a mufket ; till one day, upon their endeaj

vouring to make us fenfible that their arrowi

and fpears could not penetrate the hide-dreflei

one of our gentlemen ihot a mulket ball througl

one of them, folded fix times. At this they werf

fo much ftaggered, that they plainly difcovere

their ignorance of the effect of firearms. TH
was very often confirmed afterward, when
ufed them qt their village, and other places,

fhoot birds, the manner of which plainly coij

founded them.

The moft probable way, by which we canfuj

pofc that they get their iron, is by trading fori

with the other Indian tribes, who either haj

immediate communication with European iettf
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fflcnts upon that continent, or receive it, perhaps,

through leveral intermediate nations. The fame

might be faid of the brafs and copper found
amonglt them.

We could obferve that there are fuqh men ;is

chiefs, who are diftinguiflied by the name or

title of Acweek, and to whom the others are, in

Ibme meafurc, fubordinate. But I iliould guefa

I

the authority of each of thefe great men extends

no farther than the family to viiich he belongs,

and who own him as their head. Thefe Acweeks
were not always elderly menj from which I con-

cluded, that this title came to them by inherit-

lance. '

Their language is by no means harfli or dif-

lagreeable, farther than proceeds from their ufing

Ithe k and h with more force, or pronouncing

hhem with lefs foftnefs, than we do. They have

ftne found, which is very frequent, and not ufed

by us. It is formed in a particular manner, by
c'ailiing their tongue partly againft the roof of

b mouth. It is difficult to reprefent this found

I)' any compofition of our letters, unlefs from
llzthl : it is generally ufed as a termination.

Subjoined is a fpecimen of their numerals

:

Tfawack, One.
Akkla^, Two.
Katlitfa,

>
Three.

Mo, or moo. Four,

Sochah, Five.

Nofpo,
Atflepoo,

AthquoUhl,
Tfawaquulthl,

Haeeoo,

Six.

Seven.
' Eight,

Nine.

. Ten.

Vol. VII. ^ R s 0«
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On quitting the found, I bore away, fteerine

north-welt ; in which direction I fuppofed the

coail to lie. At half pall one in the afternoon,

it blew a perfed hurricane, i'o that I judged it

highly dangerous to run any longer before it",

and therefore brought the Ihips to. At this time

the Refolutioa fprang a leak. It was no foouer

difcovered than the lifli-room wis found to be

full of water, and the calks in it afloat j but thij

'was in a great meafure owing to the water not

finding its way to the pumps through the coals

that lay at the bottom of the room. For after

the water W4s baled out, which employed us till

midnight, and had found its way diveftly froml

the leak to the pumps, it appeared that one
I

pump kept it under, which gave us no fmall la-

tisfadion.

At feven in the evening, on the ift of May,!

we got fight of the land, which abounds with

hills, but one confiderably out-tops the reft; thisl

I called Mount Edgcumbe. It was wholly cover-

ed with fnow J as were alfo all the other elevatedl

bills ; but the lower ones, and the flatter fpotsJ

bordering upon the fea, were -free from it, andj

covered with wood.
On the 3d, we faw a large inlet, diftant iisl

leagues j and the- moft advanced point of thcl

land, lying under a very high peaked mountain,!

which obtained the name of Mount Fair Wea-T

ther. The inlet was named Crofs Sound, as

iing firft on ihnt day fo marked in our calendar. I

From the 4rth to the 10th, nothing very intej

xefting occurred. On the 10th, we found ourj

felves no more than three leagues from the coaij

of the continent, which extended as far as th

eye could reach. To the westward of this

dire^lw
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^iircftion was an ifland, that extended from north

to fouth, diftant fix leagues. A point ihoots but

from the main toward the north-eait end of the

ifland, about five or fix leagues dillant. This

point I named Cape Suckling.

On the 1 1th, I bore up for the ifland. At ten

o'clock in the morning, I went in a boat, and

landed upon it, with a view of feeing what lay

on the other fide ; but finding it farther to the

hills than I expeded, and the way being ftecp

and woody, I was obliged to drop the delign. At
the foot of a tree, on a little eminence not far

from the fliore, I left a bottle, with a paper in it,

onwhich were infcribed thenames of the lliip8,and

the date of our difcovery. And along with it I in-

clofed two fiiver twopenny pieces of his majcfty**

coin, of the date 177^5 Thefe, with many others,

were furnifliecl me by the Rev. Dr. Kayc (no^r

Dean of Lincoln) and, as a mark of my efteem

and regard for that gentleman, I named the ifland

after him Kaye's Ifland. It is eleven or twelve

I

leagues in length ; but its breadth is not above a

[league, or a league and a half, in any part of it.

On this ifland there are a confiderable number

I

of pines, and the whole feems covered with a

broad girdle of wood. In the palfage from the

ihip to the lliore, we faw a great many fowls fit^

ting upon the water, or flying about in flocks or

pairs ; the chief of which were a few quebranta"
fmeirofes j divers j ducks or large peterels ; gulls^

[ihags, and burres^ At the place where we land-

fd, a fox came from the verge of the wood, and
eyed us with very little emotion, walking leifure-

|y without any figns of fear. He was of a red-

iilh-yellow colour, like fome of the flcins we
3ught at Nootka, but not of a large fize.

R2 We
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We were now threatened with a fog and a

ftorm ; and I wanted to get into fome place to

itop the leak, before we encountered another

gale. Thefe reafons induced me to fteerforan

inlet, which we had no fooner reached, than the

weather became fo foggy, that we could not Ice

a mile before us, and it became neceflliry to fe-

cure the Ihips in fome place, to wait for a clearfr

Iky. With this view, I hauled clofe under a

cape, which I now called Cape Hi nchin broke,

and anchored before a fmadl cove, a little within

the cape, and about a quarter of a mile from the

ihore.

At fome fliort intervals, the fog cleared awaj,

and gave us a fight of the lands around us.

The wefternmoft point we had in fight on the]

north fliore, bore north north-weft half well, two

leagues diftant. Between this point and the

iliore, under which we were at anchor, is a bay

about three leagues deepj on the fouth-eait lide

of which there are two or three coves, i'uch as I

that before in which we had anchored j and inj

the middle fome rocky iflands.

To thefe iflands Mr. Gore was fent in a boat,!

in hopes of fliooting fome eatable birds. Bat he

hardly got to them, before about twenty nativei

made their appearance in two large canoes -, onj

which he thought proper to return -to the Ihips,

and they followed him. They would not ven-|

ture along-fide, but kept at fome diftance, hal-

looing aloud, and alternately clafping and ex-

tending their arms ; and, in a fliort time, begani

a kind of fong exadly after the manner of thofc

at Nootka. Their heads were alio powderc(i|

with feathers. One man held out a white gar*

me^t, which we interpreted as a fign of friend'i

t . ihipj
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|l)ip 5 and another flood up in the canoe, e^uite

naked, for almoft a quarter of an hour, with his

arms ftretched out like a crofs, and motionlefs.

Though we returned all their (igns of friendfhip,

and by every expreflive gcfture, tried to encou-

rage them to come along-fide, we could not pre-

vail.

At ten o'clock next morning we got under

fail, in order to look out for fome place, where

we might fearch for, and flop the leak ; our pre-

fent Itation being too much expofed for this pur*

pofe.

The natives, who vifited us the preceding even-

ing, came off again in the morning, in five or fix

canoes ; but not till we were under fail j and, al-

though they followed us for fome time, they could

not get up with us. At eight o*clock the vio-

lence of the fqualls obliged us to anchor in a bay.

The weather, bad as it was, did not hinder

three of the natives from paying us a vifit. The
treatment thefe men met with, induced many
more to vifit us, between one and two the next

rooming, in both great and fmall canoes. A
few ventured on board the (hip, but not till

fome of our people had flepped into their boats.

Amongft thofe, who came on board, was a good-

looking, middle-aged man, whom we afterwards

found to be the chief. He was clothed in a drefs

made of the fea-otter's ikin ; and had on his head
uch a cap as is worn by the people of King
peorge's Sound, ornamented with Ikyblue glafs

ads, about the fize of a large pea. He feemed
fet a much higher value upon thefe than upon

ur white glafs beads. Any fort of beads, bow-
er, appeared to be in high eftimation with

cfc people 3 and they readily gave whatever

R 3 they
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they, had in exchange for them; even their fine

fea-otter ikins.

Thefe people were alfo defirous of ironj but

they wanted pieces eight or- ten inches long at

lealt, and of the breadth of three or four fingers.

The points of fome of their fpears or lances were

oi bit metal ; others were of copper, and a few

of bone, of which the points of their darts, ar-

rows, 6cc» were compofed. I could not prevail

«pon the chief to trull himfelf below the upper

deck
J nor did he and his companions remaio

long on board. But while we had their company,

it was necelfary to watch them narrowly, as they

foon betrayed a thievilh difpolition. At length,

after being about three or four hours along-fidc

the Refolution, they all left her, and went to tli?

Difcovery j where, after looking down the hatch-

ways, and feeing nobody but the officer of the

watch and one or two more, he no doubt thought

they might plunder her with eafe ; efpecially as

flie lay at fome diltance from us. It was unquef-

tionably with this view that they all repaired to

her. Several of them, without any ceremony,

went on board j drew their knives ; made ligns

to the officer and people on deck to keep off, and

began to look about them for plunder. The lirft

thing they met with was the rudder of one of the

boats, which they threw over-board to thofe of

their party who had remained in their canoes.

Before they had time to find another obje£k that

plcafed their fancy, the crew were alarmed, and

began to come on deck armed with cutlafl'es.

On feeing this the whole company of plunderer?

fbeaked off in' their canoes, with as much deli

b eration and indifference as if they had done m
thing amifs j and they were obferved defcribing

to
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to thofc who had hot been on board, how much
longer the knives of the Ihip's crew were thau

their own.

Juft as we were going to weigh the anchor, to

proceed farther up the bay, it began to blow and

to rain as hard as before j fo that we were oblig-

ed to veer away the cable again, and lay fait.

Toward the evening, finding that the gale did

not moderate, and that it might be fome time

l)cfore an opportunity offered to get higher up, I

came to a relblution to heel the Ihip where we
were. In heaving the anchor out of the boat,

one of the feamen, either through ignorance or

careleffnefs, or both, was carried overboard by
the buoy-rope, and followed the anchor to the

bottom. It is remarkable, that in this very cri-

tical lituation, he had prefence of mind to difen-

gage himfelf, and come up to the furface of the

water, where he was taken up, with one of his

legs fractured in a dangerous manner.
The leak being flopped, which was found to

be in the feams, at four o'clock in the morning
of the 17th, we weighed and fleered' to the north-

weflward, with a light breeze at eaft north-cafl

;

thinking, if there ihould be any pafTage to the

north through this inlet, that it mufl be in that

direction. We were now upward of live hun-
dred and twenty leagues to the weflward of any
part of 1 1 udfon's Bay.

Next morning, at three o'clock we weighed,
land, with a gentle breeze at north, proceeded to

the fouthward down the inlet, and met with the
iapie broken ground as on the preceding day.

However, we foon extricated ourfelves from it.,

[Next evening we wei:e again in tlie open fea, and
found



188 TKIKD yOT40B OV

found the coall trending weft by fouth, as far at

the eye could reach.

To the iklety which we had now left, I gava

the name of Prince William's Soand.

The natives, who came to make us feveral vi«

fits, while we were in the found, were generally

not above the common height ; thougii many of'

them were under it. They were fquare, or

ftrong chefted j and the moft difproportioned

part of their body feemed to be their heads,

which were very large j with thick (liort necks,

and hrge, broad, or Spreading faces, which, upoa

the whole, were flat. Their eyes, though not

fmall, fcarcely bore a proportion to the fize of

their faces ; and their nofes had full round

points, hooked, or turned up at the tip. Their

Lair was black, thrck, firaight, and (Irong -, and

their beards, in general, thin, or wanting. Verf

few of, them have any pretentions to beauty,

though their countenance commonly indicates a

confiderable Iharc of vivacity, good-nature and

franknefs.

Their commoA drefs (for men, women, anJ

children are clothed alike) is a kind of clofe fV(x;k,

or rather robe, reaching generally to the ankles,

though fometimes only to the knees. At the up-

per part is a hole juft lufficien.t to admit the head,

with fleeves that reach to the wrift. Thefe frocki

are made of the Ikins of different animals; thi

moft commou of which arc thofe of the fea-otter,

grey fox, racoon, and pine-martin -, with many of
|

feal fkins ; and in general they are worn with the i

hairy fide outward. Some alfo have thefe frocks

made of the ikins of fowls, with only the down

renoiaimag on thtsu, which they glue on other

fubitancij.
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iubftanccs. A few have a kind of cape or collar;

and feme a hood ; but the other is the mod com-
mon formi and feems to be their whole drefs iii

good weather. When it rains, they put over this

another frock, ingenioutly made from the intef-

tines of whales, or (ome other large animal, pre-

pared fo Ikilfully as almoft to refcmble our gold-

beaters leaf. ^

In general they do not cover their legs or feetj

but a few have a kind of fkin flockings, which
reach half way up the thigh ; and fcarceiy any of

them are A^ithout mittens for the hands, made of

the (kins of bears paws.
Both fexes have the cars perforated with fe-

veral holes, about the outer and lower part of the

edge, in which they hang little bunches of beads.

The feptum of the nole is alfo perforated,

through which they frequently thruft the quill

feathers of fmall birds, or little bending orna-

ments, made of ihelly fubftances, llrung on a .

ftiff ftring or cord, three or four inches long,

which give them a truly grotefque appear-

ance. But the molt uncommon and unlightly

ornamental failnon, adopted by fome of both
fexes, is the having their under lip (lit, or cut
quite through in the dire6tion of the mouth, a
\\\t\e below the Iwelling part. This incifion,

which is made even. in the fucking children, is

often above two inches long; and either by its

natural rctradtion, when the wound is frefh, or

iby the repetition of fome arfificial management,
fiumes the true lliape of lips, and becomes fo
arge as to admit the tongue through. This hap-
pened to be the cafe when the firft perfon, having
his incifion, was feen by one of the feamen, who
lied out that the mau had two mouths.; and,

indeed.
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intJccd, it does not look unlike it. In this arti-

ficial mouth thf»y (^itk i^ liar narrow ornament

made chiellv out of a lolul Ihell or bone, tut into

litth* narrow pieces, like I'lnall teeth.

The men freqnentlv paint their faces ofa bright

red, and o( a black colour, and rometiines ot a

blue or leaden colourj bat UDt in any regular

figurej and the women, in fome meafure, endea*

rour to imitate them, by punctunng or llaining

the chin with black that comes to a point in each

cheek J a practice very fimilar to which is in

faihion among the females of Greenland. Upon
I

the whole, I have no where feen favages who

take more pains than thefe people to ornnmentj

or rather to disfigure, their perlbns.

For defenfive armour, they have a kind of I

jacket, or coat of mail, made of thin laths, boundf

together with finews, which make it quite flexi-

ble, though fo clofe as not to admit an arrow or

dart. It only covers the trunk of the body, and

may not be improperly compared to a woraan'i|

ftivs.

Befides the animals which were feen at NootkaJ

there are fomf others in this place which we did

not find there; fach as the white bear j of whoft

Iklns the natives brought feveral pieces, and Ibmel

entire Ikins of cubs; from which their lize couldl

not be determined. We alfo found the vvolv^|

rene, or quickhatch, which had very bright co-l

lours*; a larger fort of ermine than the comraottl

one, which is the fame as at Nootka, varied withl

a brown colour, and with fcarcely any black oaj

its tail. The natives alfo brought the ikin of the|

head of fome very large animal; but it could no

be pofitivcly determined what it was; thouglii|

from the colour and ihaggioefi of the hair, anl
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it%
tinlUcenefs to any land animal, we judged it

DiigiH probably be ihat oi tlic large male uriino

ftai, oi" Ua-btar. 1 ht nuiiibtrr of Ikins we found

here, points out tht great plenty of thefe le\eral

aoiniulsjuli mcntiuned} but it is remarkable that

ive nt:ith( r la\v the tKiiib oi the nioofe uor oi' tho

common deer.

The beads and iron found amongd thefe peo-

ple, left no room to doubt that they mull have

received them Irom fome civilized nation. We
were pretty certain, iiom circnmftai.< ts already

mtntioned, that \vc were the tirft Europeans with

whom they had ever comniunitated diie^tlyj and
it remains only to be decided from what quarter

the) had got our maiuilattures by intermediate

conveyance. And there tannot be the lealt doubt

of iheir having received thefe articles, through

Itheinterveiuioii of the more inland iribes, Irom
Hudfons Bay, or the lettlements on the Canadian

I
Lakes.

May the 21 ft, I iieered to the fouth-weft, and
Ipalled a lofty promontory. As the dilcovery of
it was conactted with the rnnccfs Dliijabeth's

birih-day, I named it Cape Elizabeth. Beyond
it we could fee no land, fo thr.t at tirtt we were
in hopes that it was the weftern extremity of the
Icontineiit} but 'not long; alier we found our mif-

Itake; for frelh laiid appeared in hght, bearing

lueft fouth-weit. We coniinued our courfe with
little variation, obferviiig many liigh mountains,
lear the coalHill the JOth, when we anchored in

lineteen fathoms water under the eaiiern Ihore.

About noon two canoes, with a man in each,
came oil to the Ihip, irora near a place wherc'WC
lad feen fome fmoke the preceding day. They
ibcured very hard in paddling acrofs the ftrong

|idc3 and hcfitated a little before they would
come
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come quite clofe; but, upon ligns being made to

them, they approached. One of them talked a
great deal to no piirpofe ; for we did not under-

fiand a word he faid. He kept pointing to the

ihore, which we interpreted to be an invitatioa

to go thither. . They accepted of a few trifles

from me, which I conveyed to them from the

quarter gallery.

'When the flood made, we weighed, and flood

over to the weftern Ihore with a frefh gale at

north north-eaft. This, with the other on the

oppofite fliore, contra6ted the channel to the

breadth of four leagues. Through this channel

ran a prodigious tide.

As we proceeded farther up, the marks of a

river difplayed themfelves. The water was found

to be freiher ; inlbmuch that I was convinced that

we were in a large river, and not in a flraight com-

municating with the Northern Seas. But I was

delirous of having llronger proofs; and therefore

weighed with the next flood, in the morning of

the 31ft, and plied higher up, or rather drove up

with the tide ; for we had but little wind.
About eight o'clock we were vifited by feveral

of the natives, in one large, and feveral fmall

canoes. The latter carried only one perfbn each;

and fome had a paddle with a blade at each end,

after the manner of the Efquimaux.
Soon after, we came to an anchor, about two

leagues from the weft fliore. The weather waj

milty, with drizzling rain, and clear by tnim

At the clear intervals, we faw an opening between

the mountains on the eaftern Ihore, bearing call

fVom the ftation of the fliips, with low land,

which we fuppofed to be iflands lying between us

and the main land. From thefe appearances, we

were in fome doubt whether th€ inlet did not

take
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take an cafterly dire6tioni through the above

opening; or whether that opening was only a

branch of it, and the main channel continued its

northern direction through the low land now in

light-

To determine this point, and to examine the

flioals, I difpatched two boats, under the com-

mand of the mailer; and as foon as the flood-tide

made, followed with the {hips. We had now
many evident proofs of being in a great river.

Early next morning, being the ifi of June, the

mailer returned and reported that he found the

inlet; or rather river, contra6ted to the breadth of

one league, by low land on each lide, through

which it took a northerly dire6lion. He pro-

ceeded \:hree leagues through this narrow part,

which he found navigable for the largeft Ihips.

While the ebb or ftream ran down, the water
was perfectly frelh ; but, after the flood made, it

1 became brackiih ; and towards high-water, very

jDiuch fo, even as high upas we went.

All hopes of finding a palTagewere now given

jup. However, 1 difpatched two boats, under the

fommand of Lieutenant King, to examine the

tides, and to make fuch other oblervations as

might give us fome inlight into the nature of the

river, which I fliall diftinguilh by the name of
River Turnagain. By means of this river, and
litsfeveral branches, a very extenfive inland com-
|munication feems to lie open. We had traced it

fevcnty leagues, or more, from its entrance, with-
out feeing the leaft appeariance ofits fource.

If the difcovcry of this great river *, which

* Captain Cook having here left a blank, which he had not
lilled up with any particular name, Lord Sandwich direflcd*

kith the greateft propriety, that it ihould be called Cook'a
iivdr.

Vol. VII. S promifes
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promifes to vie with the mod confiderablc onei
already known to be capable of extenfive inland

navigation, ihould prove ot'ufe either to the pre-

fent, or to any future age, the time vve fpentin
it ought to be lefs regretted. But to us, who
had a much greater objciSt in view, the delay

thus occafioned was an elfentiallofs. Thefealbn
was advancing apace. We knew not how far!

we might have to proceed tp the fouthj and wej

were now conviced that the continent of North
j

America extended farther to the weft, than> from
|

the modern moll reputable charts, we had reafon
j

to expe^. This made the exiftence of a paffaffc

into Hudfon's Bay Icla probable j or at leaft Ihev.ed

it to be of greater extent. It was a fatisfattion

fo me, however, to refle6t, that, if I had not exa-

gained this very confiderable inlet, it woulcj have

been aflumed, by fpeculative fabricators of geo.

graphy, as a fa6t, that it communicated with the

lea to the north, or with Hudfon's Bay to the eaft.

In the afternoon I fent Mr. King again, with

two armed boats, with orders to land on tiie

northern point of the low land, on the fouth-caftl

fide of the river, there to difplay the flagj to takel

polfeffion of the country and river in his majeliyJ

name ; and to bury in the ground a bottle, c6n{

taining fome pieces of Engliili coin, of the year!

1772» and a paper, on which was infcribed tliel

names of our Ihips, and the date of our difcoveryj

We weighed anchor as foon as it was highf

water; and with a faint breeze, foutherly, ItoodI

over to the well Ihore,where the return ofthe floo

obliged us to anchor early next morning. SooiJ

after feveral large and fonje fmall canoes, will

natives, came off, who bartered their ikinsj afte

which they fold their garmeatft^ tiliokiiny of the

were quite' naked.
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In plying down the river, a good many of the

natives came off. Their company was very ac-

ceptable} for they brought with them a large

quantity of very fine falmon, which they ex-

changed for fuch trifles as we had to give them.

Moftof it was fplit ready for drying j and feve-

rai hundred weight of it w^as procured- for tht

two fhips.

In the afternooH of the 2d of June, -the moun*
tains, for the firft time fince our entering the

river, were clear of clouds; and we difcovered a

volcano in one of thofe on the weft fide. It did

not make any ftriking appearance, emitting only

a white fmoke, but no lire.

The wind remaining foutherly, we continued

to tide it down the river. Before we left this

place, fix canoes came off from the ea(l Ihorej

fome condu6ted by one. and others by two, men.
Tkey remained at a little dittance from the ihips,

viewing them with a kind of filent furprife, at

lead half an hour, without exchanging a fingle

word with us, or with one another. At length

they took courage, and came along fide, began
to barter with our people, and did not leave us

till they had parted with every thing they

[brought with them, confiding of a fe\v^ Ikins and
[fome lalmon. -

Moft of the (kins, which we purchafed here,

[were made up into garments. However, fome of
thefe were in good condition j but others were
[old and ragged e?^ough. But as thefe poor people

[make no other ufe of ikins but for clothing them-
[felves, it cannot be fuppofed that they are at the

[trouble of drefl[ing more of them than are necef-

[fary for this purpofe. And perhaps this is the

chief ufe for which they kill the animals -, for

S 2 tht
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the fea and the rivers feem to fupply them with

their principal articles of food. It would proba-

bly be much otherwife, were they once habituated

to a conftant trade with foreigners.

Nothing interefting happened till the istli,

when, having occaiion to fend a boat on board

the Difcovery, one of the people in her (hot a

very beautiful bird of the hawk kind. It is Ibnie-

what lefs than a duck, and of a black colour, ex-

cept the fore part of the head, which is white;

and from above and behind each eye ariles an

elegant yellowifli white creft, revolved backward

as a ram's horn. The bill and feet are red. Wc
had for fon^e days feen thefe birds in large flocks,

,. On the 19th, being near the iiiote, the Difco-

very fired three guns, brought to, and made the

iignal to fpeak with us. A boat was immediately

fent to her, and in a fliort time returned with

Captain Gierke. I now learned from him that

fome natives, in three or four canoes, who had

followed the lliip for fome time, at length got

under his Hern. One of them then made many

figns, taking off his cap and bowing, after the

manner of Europeans. A rope being handed

down from the iliip, to this he fattened a Imall

thin wooden cafe or box; and having delivered!

this fafe, and fpoken fomething, and made ferae

|

more iigns, the canoes dropped aftern, and leftj

the Difcovery. No one on board her had any

fufpicion that the box contained any thing, till

after the departure of the canoes, when it was

accidentally opened, and a piece of paper was

found folded up carefully, upon which fomething

was written in the Rnllian language, as was fup-

pofed. The date if/S was prefixed to it; and,

in thq body of tlie written note, there was a rcrl

fcrenci
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fercnce to the year lyQQ. Not learned enoiigU

to decypher the alphabet of the. writer, his nu«

mcrals marked futficiently that others bad pre-

ceded us in viliting this dreary part of the globe^

who were united to us by other ties befides thole

of our common nature j and the hopes of loon

meeting with fovrje of the Ruffian traders, could

not but give a fen (ible fatisfadion to thofe who
had, for fuch a length of time, been converfank

I

with the favages of the Pacific Ocean, and of the

i

continent of North America.

[

Captain Gierke was at firft of opinion, that

fome Ruiliaiis had been Ihipwreckcd liere j and

that thefc unfortunate perfons, feeing our ihipa

pais, had taken this methbd to inform us of their

jituation. ImpreiVed with humane fentiments,

on fuch an occafion, he was defirous of flopping

they might have time to join us. But no
jfuch idea occurred to me. I rather thought that

jthe paper contained a note of information, left

[by lome Rulhaii trader, who had lately been
lamongftthefe illands, to be delivered to the next

Ivifitcrs. Fully convinced of this, I did not flay

(to enquire any farther into the matter, but made
jfail, and Hood away to the wettward.

|

We continued to run all night, with a gentle

breeze at north-eaft j and, at two o'clock next
aorning, fome breakers were feen within us, at

le diltance of two miles.

The breakers forced us fo far from the conti-

nent, that we had but a diftant view of the coaft,

)ver fome adjoining iflands, we could fee the

lain land covered' with fnow j but particularly

Dme hills, whofe elevated tops were feen tower**

ng above the clouds, to a mod flupendoug

ight. The moft fouth-weiierly of thefe hills

S 3 was
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was difcoverecl to have a volcano, which conti-

nually threw up vail columns of black fmoke.

It Hands not far from the coaft. It is alio re-

markable from its figure, which is a complete

cone } and the volcano is at the very fummit.

In the afternoon, having three hours calm,

our people caught upward of a hundred hali-

buts, fome of which weighed a l\undred pounds.

This was a very feafonable refrefhment to us. In

the height of our fiflilng, afmall canoe, conduc-
ed by one man, came to us from the large ifland.

On approaching the fliip, he took off his cap and

bowecL It was evident that the Ruffians mud
have a communication and traffic with thefe peo-

ple } not only from their acquired politenefs, but

from the note before mentioned. But we had

now a frefh proof of it ; for our prefent viiiter
i

wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket

of black cloth or fluff, under the gut-fhirt of hn

own country. He had nothing to barter except

a grey fox-lkin, and fome fifliing implements or I

harpoons ; the heads of the ihafts of which were|

neatly made of bone.

The weather was cloudy and hazy, with now I

and then funffiine, till the afternoon of the 22d,

when the wind came round to the fouth-ealt,

and, as ufual, brought thick, rainy weather.

Before the fog came on, no part of the main land

was in fight, except the volcano, and another

mountain clofe by it. We made but little pro-l

grefs for fome days, having the wind' variable,[

and but little of it.

On the morning of the 25th, we got a brcezej

^afterlyj and, what was uncommon with thiil

wind, clear weather ; fo that we not only im
tlie volcano^ but other xnouQtain8> both toM

eail
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caft and weft of it, and all the coaft of the main
land under them, much plainer than at any time

before.

The weather, in the after-noon, became gloo-

my, and at length turned to a mill, fo thick that

we could not fee a hundred yards before us. We
were now alarmed at hearing th^j found ofbreak-

ers on our larboard bow. On heaving the lead,

we found twenty eight fathoms water. I immc^
diately brought the Ihip to, and anchored over ai

bottom of coarfe fand.

A few hours after, tlie fog having deared «
little, it appeared that we had efcapcd very im-
minent danger. We Ibund oui*l«lves three quar-

ters of a mile from tlve north-eaft fide of an
ifland. Two elevated rocks were about half a
league each from us, tind about the famediftancc

I

from each other. There were feveral breakers

about them; and yet Providence had, in the

dark, conduced the Ihips throug^h between thefe

rocks, which I Ihould not have ventured in a
jclear day, and to fuch an anchoring place that I

Iconld not have chofen a better.

On a point, which bore weft from the fliip,

[three quarters of a mile diftant, were feveral na-

Itives and their habitations. To this place we
faw them tow in two whales, which we fuppof-

ed they had juft killed. A few of them now and
dien came off to the ihips, and bartered a few*

Irifling things with our people ; but never re-

lained above a quarter of mi hour at a time.

)n the contrary, they rather feemed ftiy ; and
^et we could judge that they were no ftranger*

veflels fomething like ours. They behaved
nth a degree of politenefs uncommon to favage
ribes.

At
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- At day-break on the 28th, we weighed with i

light breeze at ibuth, which was iucceeded by

variable light airs from all direftions. But as

there ran a rapid tide in our favour, we got

through before the ebb made. We came to an.

chor in twenty-eight fathoms water, pretty near

the fouthern ftiore.

. While we lay here, feveral of the natives came

©fF to u», and bartered a few fifliing implements

for tobacco. One of them, a young man, over-

1

fet his canoe, while along-fide 6f one of our

boats. Our people caught hold of him j but the

^
eanoe went adrift. The youth, by this accident,

was obliged to come into the fhip ; and he went

down into my cabin upon the lirft invitation,!

without f;xpreiiing the leaft reluctance or uneafi.

uefs. His own clothes being wet, I gave himl

others, in which he dreffedhimfclf withas much]

cafe as I could have done. From his behaviourj

«nd that of feme others, we were convinced that

iheCe peoplie.were no ftrangers tt> Europeans, and

to fome of their cuftoms. But there was ibrae«|

thing in our (hips that greatly excited their curi«

ofity; for fuch as could not come off in cantoes,]

aiifembled on the neighbouring hills to look at|

them.
Soon after we anchored, a native of the Iflandl

brought ioo board fuch another note as had beeni

fiv«n4d Captain Gierke. He prefenteJ it to meil

ut it was written in the Rullian langnageJ

vrJiich, as already obferved, none of us couldl

lead. As it could be of no ufe to me, and miglifl

be of confequence to others, I returned ittotl)

bearer, and difmiffcd him with a few prefentsjj

iar which he exipreifed his thaaks> by making

feveral low bows as he retired.^

Thic
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Thick fogs and a contrary wind detained us,

jll the 2A of July j which atforded an oppor-

Itanity of acquiring fome knowle^eof the counr

[try, and of its inhabitants,.

I
It is called by tlie natives Samga^oodha. Great

wlenty of good water may be ealily got, but no-

Ithing.cUe-

Having now pnt to fea, we fleered to the

yorth, meeting with nothing to obftrn<Sl us ia

lis.courfe; but made very little progrefs for

fiany fuccedive days, nor met with any thing re-

aarkable.

In the morning of the \6th, we found our-

Ifelve'i nearer the land than we expefted. Here,

etween two points, the coail forms a bay, in

fcnie parts of which the laad was hardly vifible

from tlie matthead. I feat Lieutenant William-

on, with orders to land, and fee what diredtion

he coall took, and what the country produced;

brjrom the Ihips, it had but a barren appearance.

Soon after, Mr. Williamfon returned, and re*-

[orted, that he had landed on the point, and
liviDg climbed the highefl: hill, found that the

|rthelt part of the coaft in fight .bore nearly

orth. He took pofleffion of the country in his

kajefty^s name, and left cm the hill a bottle, ia

[hicli was inferlbed, on a piece of paper, the

jiraes of the fliips, and the date of the difcovery^

[he promontory, to wliich Iijb gave the name of
ape Newenham, is a rocky point of tolerable

Jight. The hills are naked j but on the lower
[ounds grew grafs and other plants. He faw
other animal but a doe and her fawil } and g

jad fea-horfe, or cow upon the beach.
(From the l6th to the 21 ft, nothing materiai
Dorred, Oa the ;jlft we wene obliged toan-
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chor, to avoid running upon a ilioal, which had

only a depth of five feet. While we lay here

twcnty-feven men of the country, each in a caJ

noe, came oft* to the (hips, which they approach-

ed with great caution; hallooing and opening

their arms as they advanced. This we under-l

ftood was to exprefs their pacific intentions. A^

length fome approached near enough lo receive

a few trifies that were thrown to them. Thii

encouraged the reft to venture along-fide, and

;

traffic prefently commenced between them and

our people. They refembled the other native

of the coaft j and appeared to be wholly unacj

quainted with- people like us; they knew no

the ufe of tobacco j nor was any foreign articld

feen in their pofleifion, unlefs a knife may
looked upon as fuch. This indeed was onlyi

piece of common iron, fitted in a wooden handle]

ib as to anfwer the purpofe of a knife.

The canoes were made of Ikins, like all

others we had lately feen j only with this differj

cncp, that thefe were broader, and the hole, \l

which the man fits, was wider than in any I baj

before met with.

Variable winds, with rain, prevailed till

B^ of Auguft. Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, v

bad been lingering under a confumption fcj

more than twelve mos^ths, expired between thr

and four this afternoon. He was a fenfibH

young man, an agreeable coriipan ion, welllkil

ed in his own profeliion, and had acquired coij

£derable knowledge in other branches of fcieno

The reader of this journal will have obferve

how ufeful an affiftant I had found him intlj

courfe of the voyage ', aDd> had it pleafed God I
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lave fpared his life, the public^ I make no doubt,

might have received from him, fach communica-

tions, on various parts of the natural hi Itory of

the Teveral places we vi filed, as would have abun-

dantly Ihewn that he was not unworthy of thit

coiQinendation. Soon after he had breathed his

jft, land was feen to the wellward, twelve

eagues diftant. It was fuppofed to be an i(land»

md, to perpetuate the memory of the deceafed»

or vrhom I had a very great regard^ I named it

nderfon's liland.

At ten in the morning of the 5th, with the

ind at fouth-weft, we ran down, and anchored,

tween an iiland and the continent, in feven

fathoms water. This idand, which was namecl.

ledge Iiland, is about four leagues in circuit,

landed here, but faw neither llirub nor tree, either

pon the ifland or on the continent. That people

ad lately been on the iiland, was evident from
le marks of their feet. We found, near where
e landed, a Hedge, which occafioned this name
ing given to the iHand. It feeraed to be fuch an
DC as the Ruflians in Kamtfchatka make ufe Qu-

iver the ice or fnow. It was ten feet long, twenty
iches broad> and had a kind of rail work on each
de^ and was Ihod with bone. The conftru6tion

it was admirable, and all the parts neatly put
igether.

After feveral obfervations from the 6th to
e Qth, I was fatisiied that the whole w^as a con-
ned coaH; I tacked and Hood away for its

rth wefi: part, and came to an anchor near a
int of land, which I named Cape Prince of
ales. It is the weftefn extreimty of all Ame-
:a hitherto known. v

M



204 TKIRD VOYAGE OF

At day-break, in the morning of the loilr, v:k\

refumed our courle to the well j and about tcnl

o'clock we anchored in a large bay, two miifj

from the Ihore.

As we were Handing nito this bay, we perceived!

the north Ihore, a village, and ibme people, whonj
the light of the Ihips leemcd to have thrown in.

to confalion or fear. At thefe habitations 1 pro^

pofed to land, jrnd accordingly went, with tlirc

armed boats accompanied with Ibmc of tlieoilj^

cers. About thirty or forty men, each armed

with a fpont(M)n, a bow and arrows, ll(x;d drawi

np on a riling ground clofe by the village. A^

\Te drew near, three of them came down toward

Ihe thore, and were fo polite as to take otf theij

caps, and to make us low bows. We retunie

the civility
J but this did not infpire them wjili

fufficient confidence to wait for our landing ; foj

the moment we put the boats afliore, they retirj

ed. I followed them alone, and by figiis M
geltures, prevailed on them to Itop, and rectivi

ibme trifling prefents. In return, they gave raj

two fox-lkins and a couple of fea-horfe teeth.

They feemed very cautious, expreffing their dc

lire, by ligns, that no more of our people Ihoulj

be permitted to come up. A few beads diltributf

ed to thofe about us, foon created a kind of coiili

dence^ and, by degrees, a fort of traffic betweeiit

commenced. In exchange for knives, beads, t(j

bacco, and other articles, they gave us fonie

their clothing and a few arrows. But iiotliiDj

that we had to offer, could induce them topii

with a fpcar or a bcw. Thefe they held in ca

llant readinefs, never once quitting them, exq

at < lie time, when four or five peufons laid tk

down while they gave us a fong and a dance.
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The arrows were pointed either with bon#

or ftoiie ; but very few of them had barbs

;

and Ibmc of them had a round blunt point.

What ule ihefe may beapplied to, I cannot {"^y
;

onlefs it be to kill fmall animals, without da-

inaging the Ikin. The bows >vf*re fuch as we
bad feen on the American coaft, and like thol©

ufed by the Efquimaux. The fpears or fpon-

toons were of iron or fteeir and of European or

Aliatic workmanfhip j in which no little paintf

had been taken, to ornament them with carving

and inlayings of brafs and of a white metal.

Several other things, and in particular their

clothing, Ihcwed tliat they were poiTeired of a de-

gree of ingenuity, far furpalfing what one could

cxped to tind amongft fo northern a people. AH
the Americans we had feen, fince our arrivi^l on
that coaft, were rather low of ftature, with ro^ind.

chubby fiices, and high cheek bones. The peo-

Iple we now were amongft, far from refembling

hem, had long vifages, and were Itout and well^

ade. In Ihort, they appeared to be a quite dif-

erent nation. We faw neither women nor
hildren of either fex j nor any aged except one
an, who was bald headed j and he was the on-

ly one who carried no arms. All of them had
heir ears bored j and fome had glafs beads hang-

g to them. Thefe were the only fixed orna-
ents we faw about them j for they ^wear uon«
the lips,

Their clothing confifled of a cap, a frock, d
if of breeches, a pair of boots, and a pair of
oves, all made of leather, or of the ikin? of

er, dogs, feals, &c. extremely ,well dreffed }

me with the iiair or fur on i but others with-
t it.

VoL.VXI. T \V«
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We found the village compoled both of their

fummcr and white'; habitations. ,Thc latter nre

«xa6tly like a vault, the floor of which is i'unk a

little below th€ furface of the earth. One of

them, which I examined, was of an oval torn]

about twenty feet long, and twelve or more high.

The fummer huts were pretty large and circu-

lar, being brought to a point at the top. Tlie

framing was of llight poles and bones, covered

with the Ikins of fea animals. I examined the

infide of one. There was a hre-phicejuftwithiB

the door, where lay a few wooden veiiels, all

very dirty. Their bed-places \vere clofe lo the

iide, and took up about half the circuit. The

bed and bedding were of dcer-lkins, and rnollo;

tliem were dry and clean.

- At firll we fuppofed feme land, vilihle totbej

weftward, to be a part of the llland of Alalchka,

laid down in Mr. Staehlin's map, but from the

figure of the coaft, the lituation of the op|)olite

ihore of America, and from the longitude, w

loon began lo think tint it wa*. more probablr,

the eallern exti'emity of Alia, explored by Edi

ring in 1728.

After a ftay of between two and three lioiiri

with thefe people, we returned to our iLips ; and,

loon after, we weighed anchor and Hood out 01

the bay. From this llation we (leered ealt, ii

order to get nearer the American coaft.

On Monday the 7Lh, before noun, we perceiv

ed a brightnefs in the northern horizon, iiki

that reflected from ice, commonly called (lii

blink. About an hour after, the light of a kj

field of ice, left us no longer in doubt about tin

caufe of the brightnefs of the horizon. Ath

pati two ^ye tacked cloie to the cdo;e of the i

ig dovtj

r the

e illme

iVext

; and]

e norti

eces t(

*n the

Ties

;
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|lii twenty-two fathoms water, not being able t»

ftand on any farther; for the ice was quite im-
penetrable, and extended from weft by fouth, to

kaft by north, ^% far as the eye could reach.

JHere were ainratlanre of fea-horfes.

On the 18th, nt noon, we were near five

llengucs farther to the eattward. We were, at

this time, clofe to the edge of the ice, which
[was as compaot as a wall ; and feemed to be tea

lor twelve feet high at leall. But farther north

lit appeared mucli higher.

We n(jw Hood to the foutkward ; and after

Ininning fix leagues, flioaled the water to feveii

Itathoms; but it foon deepened to nine fathoms.

Lt this time we faw land extending from fouth

^0 Ibuth-eaft by eaft, about three or four milet

Sillant. The eaflern extreme forms a point,

/hich was mneh encumbered with i-c^j for

rhich rcafoii it obtained the name of Icy Cape.
i'he other extreme of the land was loft in the ho-

rizon j fo that there can be no doubt of its being
icontinuatioH of the American continent.

Our fituation was now more and more criti-

jal. We were in ftioal water, upon a l^^e Ihorc ;

[ncl the main body of the ice to windward driv-^

3g dovtn upon us. I therefore made the iignal

Br the Difcovery to tack, and tacked rayfelf at

k liime time.

Next day we had a good deal of drift ice about
i; and the main ice was about two leagues to

be north. It was too clofe, and in too larg«

[eces to attempt forcing the -fiiips through it.

In the ice lay a prodigious number of fea-

Vies; and, as we were in want of frelh provb-
^ns, the boats from each il;ip were fent to get
we.

T 2 Thoir
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Their fat, at firft, is as fweet as marrow
; but

in a few days it grows rancid, unlefs it be lalted

in which ftate it will keep much longer. The
lean fit ili is coarfe, black, and has rather a ftrdng

tafte 5 and the heart is nearly as well-tailed as

that of a bnllock. The fat, when melted, yields

a good deal of oil, which burns very well Iq

lamps ; and their hides, which are very thick
j

were ve.y ufeful about our rigging. The teetiJ

or tuiks, ofmod of them were, at this time, very

fmall ) even fome of the largeft and oldeft of

thefe animals had them not exceeding fix inches

in letigth. From this we concluded that they

had lately (bed their old teeth.

They lie in herds, ofmany hundreds, upon the]

huddlTngone over the other like fwine, and

roar or bray very loud ; fo that in the night, or

in foggy w^cather, they gave us notice of the vi-|

cinity of the ice before we could fee it We nc-|

ver found the whole herd afleep; ibme being al-

ways upon the watch. Thefe, en the approachl

of the boat, would wake thofe next to them;]

and the alarm being thus gradually communicat-

ed, the whole heid would be awake prefently.l

They did not appear to us to be that dangerousl

animal fome authors have deicribed ; not even!

when attacked. They are rather moi^ fo to ap.|

peaiance than in reality. Vail numbers of then

won id follow and come clofe up to the boats!

But the flalh of a mulket in the pan, oreven|

pointing one at them, would feiid them dowi

in an inftant. The female, however, will de-l

fend the youpg one to the very laft, and at

expence of her own life, whether in the wateroil

upon the ice. Nor will the young one quit M
dam^ though ihe be dead

.
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Why tliey fliould be called fea-horfes, is h?Td

to lay; unlels the word be a corruption of the

RulHan name Morfc ; for they have not the lead

refeinblance of a horfe. This is, without doubt,

the fame animal that is found in the Gulph of

St. Lawrence, and there called fea-cow. It if

certainly more like a cow than a horfe-; but thit

likenefs conlifts in nothing hut the fnout. la

|lhort,it is an animal like a feal, but incompara-

bly larger 5 weighing fometimes more than one

tliouland pounds, and meafuring ten feet from

Ithe fnout to the tail.

By the time that we had got our fca-horfes oa

[tioard, we were in a manner furrounded with the

lice ; and had no way left to clear it but by (land-

Irng to the fouthward, which was done till three

o'clock next morning. At two in the afternoon,

[wefellin with the main ice; along the edge of

I'bich we kept, being partly dire6ted by the

baring of the fea-horfes, for we had a very thick

Ifog. Thus we continued fiiiling till near mid-
[light, when we got in amongll the loofe ic6, and
[leard the furge of the fea upon the main ice.

Next morning the fog clearing away, we faw
Ihc continent of America, extending from foutk

\j eaft, to eaft by fouth j and at noon from fouth-

?eft half fouth to eall; the nearetl part five

eagues diftant.

I continued to fleer in for it until eight o'clock,

I order to get a nearer view of i4:, and to look for

harbour, but feeing iwthinglike one, I Hood
jain to the north.

The ice obliged us to change our courfe fre*

^lently, till the 27th, whenwe tacked and flood
Ithe wefl, and at feven in the evening we were
|ole in with the edge of the ice, which lay eafl:

T5 firoM
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from north-eafl, and weft fouth-weft, as firreach

way as theeje could reach. Havingbut little wind,

I went with the boats to examine the (late of the

ice. I found it confiftihg of loofe pieces of vari-

ous extent, and fo dole together, that I could

haixily enter the outer edge with a boat j and itj

was as impoflible for the lliips to enter it, as if it|

had been Co many rocks.

A thick fog, which came on while I was tliml

employed with the boats,' haftened me aboard

rather fooner than I could have wiflied, with one

fea-horfe to each iliip. We had killed more, but

could not wait to bring them with us. The!

number of thefe animals, on all the ice thatwehadi

feen, is almoft incredible. By this time ourpo
pie began to reliili them. We now Itretched to|

the fouth-eaft.

On the 2C)th, the weather, which had beeal

hazy, cleared up. This enabled us to have al

pretty good view of the Afiatic coaft : which, inj

every refpedil, is like the oppofite one of Ameri-

ca J
that is, low land next the fea, with elevatedl

land farther back. It was perfe6tly deftitute of

wood, and even fnow j but was probably coveredj

with a mofly fubltance,'that gave it a brownilli

caft. In the low ground, lying between the higli

land and the fea, was a lake, extending to ti^

fouth-eaft, farther than we could fee.

The feafon was now fo far advanced, andtlul

time when th^ froft was expected to fet in, m

near at hand, that I did not think it confili^nj

with prudence to make any farther attempts I

find a pairag<j into the Atlantic this year, in anji

direction ; lo little w^s tlie profpe6t of I'ucceedJ

ing. My attention was now diredted towan

finding out forae place where we might fiippljj

ourielvfl
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ourfclves with wood and water; and the object

uppermoll in my thoughts was, how I fhould

fpend the winter, fo as to make fome improve-

ments in geography and navigation, and at the

fame time be in a condition to return to the

north, in farther fearch of a paflage the enfuing

fummer.

After ftanding off till we got into eighteen fa-

thoms water, I bore up to the eaftward along the

coaft of Alia. A.t day-break on the 30th, we
made fail, and fleered fuch a courfe as I thought

would bring us in with the land. For the wea-
ther was as thick as ever, and it fnowed inceflant-

ly. At ten we got light of the coaft, bearing

Ibuth-weft, four miles diftant.

The inland country hereabout is full of hills;

fome of which are of a confiderable height. The
lland was covered with fnow.

September 2d, we had now^ fair weather an<l

Ifunlhincj and, as we ranged along the coaft, at

the diftance of four miles, we law feveralofthe
inhabitants, and fomeof their habitations, which
looked Kke little hillocks of earth. None of them
however attempted to come off" to us; which
feemed a little extraordinary. Thefe people mutt
be the Tfchutiki ; a nation, that at the time Mr.
Muller wrote, the Jluffians had not been able to

[conquer.

The more I was convinced of my being now
[upon the coaft of Afia, the more I was at a lofs

jto reconcile Mr. Staehlin's map of the New
Northern Archipelago with my obfervations

;

md I had no'Way to account for the great difffer-

tnce, but by fuppoling that I had miftaken fome
?art of what he calls the Ifland of Alafchka for

Axnerican continent^ and had miiled the

<^annel
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channel that feparates them. Admitting even
this, there Would ftill have been a confiderable

difference. It was with me a matter offome'con-
fequence to clear up this point the prefent fealon,

that I might have but one obje6t in view the next.

And as the northern illes are reprefented by him

as abounding with wood, I was in hopes, iff

fhould find them, of getting a fupply of that ar-

ticle, which we now began to be in great want of

on board.

With thefe views, I fleered over for the Ame-
rican coaft, and on the 6th we jot fight of it.

Pnrfuing our courfe, on the 9th we found our-

felvcs upon a coall covered with woodj an

agreeable fight, to which of late wc had not been

accuftomed. Next morning, being aboiU a

league from the weft Ihore, I took two boats and

landed, attended by Mr. King, to feek wood and

water. Here we obferved tracks of deer and

foxes on the beech, on which alfo lay a great

quantity of drift-wood j and there was no want

of frelli water. I returned on board, with an in-

tention to bring the lliips to an anchor here; but

the wind then veering to north-eaft, I ftretched

over to the oppofite ihore, in hopes of finding

Wood there alfo, and anchored at eight o'clock in

the evening; but next morning we found it to|

be a peninfula, united to the continent by a lowi

neck of land, on each fide of which thecoalti

forms a bay, which obtained the name of Cape

Denbigh.
Several people were feen upon the peninfula;!

and one man came off in a fmall canoe. I gave

him a knife and a few beads, with vsuichhe

ifeemed well pleafed. Having made figns to him

to bring us fomething to eat, he immediately

.
left
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left us, and paddled toward the iliorc. But
meeting another man coming off, who happened

to have two dried falmon, he got them from him;

|jnd, on returning to tl\e Ihip, would give them

to nobody but me. Some of our people thought

I

that he had alked for me under the name of

Capitane; but, in this, they were probably mif-

i

taken. , ^

Lieutenant Gore, being now fent to the penin-

Ifula, reported that there was but little frelh wa-

ter; and that wood was difficult to be got at, by

reaibn of the boats grounding at ibme diftance

from the beach. This being the cafe, I flood

back to the other (liore j and, at eight o'clock the

next morning, fent all the boats and a party of

men, with an officer, to get wood from the place

[where 1 had landed two days before.

Next day a family of the natives came near to

lour wooding party. I know not how many there

jvere at firlt, but I faw only the hulband, the

kite, and their child -, and a fourth peifon, who
[bore the human fliape, and that was all j for he
m the moli deforpaed cripple I had ever fecn or

ieard of. The other man was almoft blind ; and
neither he nor his wife were fuch good-looking

people as we had foraetimes feen amongft the na-

pes of this coaft.. The under lips of both were
[ored ; and they had in their poifeiiion ibme fuch

» beads as I had met with before amongft
[heir neighbours. But iron was their beloved ar-^

jicle. For four knives, which we had made out
pf an old iron hoop, I got from them near four
pndred pounds weight of filli, which they had
taught On this or the preceding day. I gave the

|hild, ,who was a girl, a few beads ; on which
le mother buril into tears, then the father, then

the
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the cripple, and at laft, to complete the concert

the girl herfelf. But this mulic continued not

long. Before night, we had got the fhips amply
fupplied with wood, and had carried on board

above twelve tuns of water to each.

Some doubts being ftill entertained^ whether
the coall we were now upon belonged to an illancl,

or the American continent, and the Ihallownels

of the water putting it out of our power to de.

terniine this with our fliips, I fent Lieutenant

King, with two boats under his command, to

make fuch fearches as might leave no room for a

variety of opinions on the fubje6t.

This officer returned from his expedition on

the l6th, and reported that he proceeded with the

boats about three or four leagues farther than the

ihips had been able to go j that he then landed;

on the weft fide ; that from the heights he could
j

fee the two coafts join, and the inlet termi-

nate in a fmall river or creek, before which were]

banks of fand or mud; and everywhere Ihoall

water.

From the elevated fpot on which Mr. Kind

furve_7ed the found, he could dillinguilli many

cxtenfivc valleys, with rivers running through

them, well wooded, and bounded by hill§ ofa|

gentle afcent and moderate height.

In honour of Sir Fletcher Norton, fpeaker ofl

the Houfe of Commons, and Mr. King's ne;ir'|

relation, I named this inlet Norton's Sound.

It was now high time to think of leaving thefc|

northern regions, and to retire to fomc place dur-

i-ng the winter, where I might procure refrefli*

ments for niy people, and a fmall fupply of pro-

vifions. No place was ^ conveniently withinl

«ur reach^ where we could expert to have our
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wants relieved, as the Sandwich Iflands. To
them, therefore, I determined to proceed.

On the 2d of Odober, at day-break, we faw

the Illand of Oonalalhka, bearing foutk-eaft.

But as this was to us a new point of view, and the

land was obfcured by a thick haze, we were not

fure of our fituation till noon, when the obferved

i latitude determined it. But as all harbours were

alike to me, provided tliey were equally fafe and

convenient, I hauled into a bay that lies ten miles

to the weftward of Samganoodha, known by the

name of Egoochiliac^ but we found very deep

water, lb that we were glad to get out again.

The natives, many of whom lived here, vilited us

|at different times, bringing with them dried fal-

liiion, and other fifli, which they exchanged with

[the feamen for tobacco. But a few days before,

every ounce of tobacco that was in the fhip had
[been diftributed among them j and the quantity

m not half fufficient to anfwer their demands.
Notwithftanding this, fo improvident a»creature

|san Engliih failor, that they were as profufe in

laking their bargains^ as if we had arrived at a
port in Virginia.

In the afternoon of the 3d, we anchored in

Bamganoodha Harbour j and the next morning,
[lie carpenters of both ihips were fet to work to

prhaul and repair the fhips.

Tliere were great quantities of berries found
Iftiore. In order to avail ourfelves as much as

[illible of this ufeful refrefliment, one-third of
k people, by turns, had leave to go and pick
liem. Conliderable quantities of them were alfo

Irocured from the natives. If there were any
feds of the fcurvy in either ^liip, thefe berries,

^4 the ufe of fpruce beer^ which they had
,1. to
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to drink every other day, effedtually eradicated!

them.
I

Wl?lilfo got plenty of fiih j at firft moftly fa),

mon, both frem and dried, which the natives

broughtjBt. Some of the frefli lalmon was ij

high perfedion j we caught a good many falnioj

trout, and once a lialibut that weighed two him,

dred and fifty-four pounds. The fiihery failing]

we had recourfe to hooks and lines. A boat waj

fent out every morning, and feldom returned

without eight or ten halibut; which were mord

than fufficient to ferve all our people.

On the 8th, I received by the hands of aa

Oonalalhka man, named Derramoufhka, a ver

Angular prefent, confidering the place. It wasj

rye loaf, or rather a pye made in the for.r ofj

loaf, for it inclofed fome falmon, highly feafonej

with pepper. This man had the like prellnt fol

Captain Gierke, and a note for each of us, writ]

ten in a chara6ter which none of us could read

It was natural to fuppofe that this prefent wa

from fome Ruffians now in our neighbourhood

and therefore we fent bv the fame hand, to thell

our unknown friends, a few bottles of rum, wine

and porter. I alfo fent along with Derraraoullij

ka. Corporal Lediard, of the marines, an intellij

gent man, in order to gain fome farther infornij

ation, with orders that, if he met with any RulT

fians, he Ihoiild endeavour to make them unden

Hand that we were Engliih, the friends and alli(|

of their nation.

On the 10th, Lediard returned with thr

Buffian feamen, or furriers; who with fome otheJ

refided at Egoochlhat, where they had a dwelf

ing-houfe, fome llore-houfes, and a floop of abod

thirty toni burthen. They were all three weu
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eradicattdB behaved intelligent men, find verj'" ready to give

mc all the information I could delire. ^But for

want of an interpreter, we had fomc di^^lty to

-iderftand each other. - ^ ^ -

On the 14th, in the evening, while toj.Webber

moftly fal

the natives

non was i

,any ialmod

;d two hun-l

lery failing,
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m retiunei
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I

/ •
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audi were at a village, at a fmall diftahce from
Samganoodha,a Ruffian landed there,who I found

vas the principal perfon amongft his countrymen

in this and the neighbouring illands. His name
[was Erafim GregoriofF Sin Ifmyloif. He arrived

I in a canoe carrying three perfons, attended by

twenty or thirty other canoes, each conduced by

one man. I took notice that the firft thing they

did, after landing, was to make a fmall tent for

Ifmyloff', of materials which they brought with

them J
and then they made others for themfelves,

of their canoes and paddles, which they covered

with grafsj fo that the peopleof the village were

jit no trouble to find them lodging. IfmylofF,

[having invited us into his tent, fet before us fomc
[dried falmun and berries j which, I was fatif-

5ed, was the beft cheer he had. He appeared to

a fenfible intelligent man 3 and I felt no fmall

lortification in not being able to converfc with
kirn, unlefs by iigns, allifted by figures, and other

bharafters J
which however were a very great help.

Idelired to fee him on board the next dayj and
|iccordingly he came with all his attendants.

I found that he was very well acquainted with
Ihe geography of thefe parts, and with all the
lifcoveries that had been made in them by the

iuffians. On feeing the modern maps, he at

[nee pointed out their errors.

From what we could gather from Ifmyloff and
[is countrymen, the liufTians have made feveral

^tempts to get a footing upon that part of the

YiL. VJJ. U e.ontinent
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continent that lies contiguous toOonalafliknanj
the adjoining illands, but have always been re.

pulfcd by the natives, whom they defcribe as a
very treacherous people. They mentioned two
or three captains or chief men, who had been

murdered by them j and fome of the Ruflianil

fliewed us wounds which they faid they had re*
|

ceived there.

He would fain have made me a prefent cf ii

fea-otier Ikin, which, he faid, was worth eighiy

roubles at Kamtfchatka. However, I thought

proper to decline it ; but I accepted of fome dried

iifli, and icveral balkets of the lily, or faranne

root, vvhioli is defcribedat large in the Hiltorvof

Kamtich?tka. Next day Mr. IfmyloiT left us

with all his retinue, promiling to return in a few

days. Accordingly, on the 19th, he made us anJ

other vilit, and remained with us till the 21ft, in

the evening, when he took his final leave. To

his care I intrufted a letter to the Lords Commif-

fioners of the Admiralty; in which was inclofedl

a chart of all the northern coalls I had vilitedj

Mr. Ilmyloff feeined to have abilities that mlghtl

entitle him to a higher Itation in life than that|

in which we found him.
In the morning of the 22d, we made an attemptl

to get to lea, with the wind at fouth-eail, whiciij

mifcarrled. The following afternoon, we werJ

vifited by one Jacob Ivanovitch Sopofnk-oif, a|

lluilian, who commanded a Iraall veif-l cit Oc-f

manak. This man had a great Ihare of aiodell^

and intelllii^ence.

After wc became acquainted with tlicfc Mi
fians, fome of our gentlemen, at ditferenttimesJ

viiitcd their fettlement on the idand, where the/

ahvayg met with a hearty welcome. This fettlej

meal
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fncnt confifted of a dwell ing-houfe and two ftore-

houfes. And, befidcs the Ruflians, there was a

number of the Kamtfchadalt^s, and of the natives,

as fcrvants or (laves to the former. Some others

of the natives, who fccmcd indepc^ndtnt of tho

Ruflinns, lived at the lame place. They all dwell

in the fame hoiif(i; ihe C iiffians at the upper end,

the Kamtfchadales in the middle, anci tlit iiatives

at the lower end, where is iixrd a large boiler

for preparing their food, which confilis chiefly of

what the fea produces, with the addition of wild

roots and berries.

As the ifland fiipplles them with food, fo it

jdoes, in a great meafure, with clothing. Thi*
confirts chiefly of Ikins, and is perhaps the beft

[they could have. The upper garment is made
like our waggoner's frock, and reaches as low as

the knee. Befides this, they wear a waiftcoat or

two, a pair of breeches, a fnrrnp, and a pair of
Iboots, thefoles and upper leathers of which are

[cfRuHian leather; but the legs are made of fomc
diid of ftrong gut.

There are Uull^ans fettled upon all the prlnci-

paliflands between Oonalallika and Kamtfchatka,
pr the fole purpofe of coUcding furs. Their
freat objctt is the fea beaver or otter. I never
jieard them enquire after any other animal;
[hough thofc, whofe Ikins are of inferior value,

p alfo made part of their cargo.

It' is now time to give forae account of the

btive inhabitants. To all appearance, they are

Ihcmoft peaceable inorfenfive people I ever met
nlh. And as to honefty, they might ferve as a

itlern to the mcft civilized nation upon earth*

(lit, from what I faw of their neighbours, with
l^liom the Ruflians have no connection, 1 doubt

U 3 whether
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whether this was their original difpofitionj and
rather think that it has been the conlequence of
their prelent ftate of fubjedion.

Thefe peop)e are rather low of ftature, but
plump and well ihapedj v/ith rather fliort necks*

fwarthy chubby flices ; black eyes ; fmall beards*

and long, flraight, black hair j which the mea
wear loofe behind, and cut before, but the women
tie up in a bunch.

Both fexes wear the fame, in falhlon^ the only

difference is in the materials. The women

«

frock is made of feal-fkin j and that of the mea
of the Ikins of birds; both reaching below tht

knee. This is the whole drefs of the women.
But over the frock the men wear another madi

of gut, which refifts water } and has a hood to it,

which draws over the head. Some of them wear

boots; and all of them have a kind of oval fnout-|

ed cap, made of wood> with a rim to adroit th^j

head.

They make ufe of no paint ; but the women I

pun£ture their faces flightly 5 and both men andj

women bore the under lip, to which they fiij

pieces of bone.

Their food confifts of fifti, fea animals, VirdsJ

roots, and berries; and even of fea weed. Thejrj

eat almoft every thing raw^ Boiling and broil*

ing were the only niethods ofcookery that I fai/J

them make ufe of; and the firft was prcbabl/j

learnt from the Ruffians.

I was once prcfent when the Chief of Oona*

laflika made his dinner on the raw head of a large]

halibut, juft caught, which he fwallowcd with

much latisfa6tion as we lliould do raw oyfter

"When he had done, the remains of th"e head wen

cut in pieces, and given to the attendants, wha

to
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fore off the meat with their teeth, and gnawed the

bones like fo many dogs.

Their method of building is as follows : they

^\(f in the ground* an oblong fquare pit, the

length of which feldom exceeds fifty feet, and '

the breadth twenty 5 but in general the dimen-

fioiis are fmaller. Over this excavation they

form the roof, of wood which the fea throws

afliore. This roof is covered firft with grafs, and

then with earth ; fo that the outward nppearancc

is like a dunghill. In the middle of the roof,

toward each end, is left a fquare opening, by

which the light is admitted: one of thcfe open-

ings being for this purpofe only, and the other

being alfo ufcd to go in and out by, with the

help of a ladder. Round the fides and ends of

the huts, the families (for feveral are lodged to-

gether) have their fcparate apartments, where

I

they fleep and fit at work 5 not upon benches,

but in a kind of concave trench, which is dug all

Tovuid the infide of the houfe, and covered with
Imatsj fo that this part is kept tolerably decent.

jBut the middle of the houfe, which is common
Itoall the familiep, isftirotherwife; for, although
|it be covered with diy grafs, it is a receptacle for

Jirt of every kind.

Their houfehold furniture confifts of bowls,

fpoons, buckets, plggins or cans, matted balkets,

mid perhaps a Ruliian kettle or pot. All thefe

atenlils are very neatly made, and well formed;
|nd yet we faw no other tools among them but
jhe kiiife and the hatchet. There are few, if any
It" them, that do not fmoke, chew tobacco, and
[ike fnaiy

;

' a luxury that bids' fair to keep them
Iways poor.

'U3 I faw
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I faw not a fire-place in any one of \\^xx

honfes. They are lighted, as well as heated bt
lamps ; which are fimple, and yet anfwcr the

purpofe very well. They are made of a flat

ftone, hollowed on one fide like a plate, and about

the fame fize, or rather larger. In the hollow

part they put the oil, mixed with a little dry grafs,

which ferves the purpofe of a wick.

They produce fire both by coUifion and by at-

1

tritionj the former by ftriking two flones one

again ft another, on one of which a good deal of

brimftone is firft rubbed. The latter method is

with two pieces of wood ; one of which is a fticic

of about eighteen inches in length, and the other

a fiat piece. The pointed end of the ftick they

prefifed upon the other, whirling it nimbly roundj

as a drill ; thus producing fire in a few minutes.

Their canoes are built nearly after the manner]

of thofe ufed by the Greenlanders and Efqui-

maux j the framing being of flender laths, and!

the covering of feal-fkins. They are about twelvij

feet long J a foot and a half broad in the middle;
j

and twelve or fourteen inches deep. Upon occa'

fion, they can carry two perfons; one of whomiij

flretched at fuil length in the canoe j ahdthcj

other fits in the feat, or round hole^ which ii|

nearly in the middle
Their fifhing and hunting implements are all!

made in great perfeftion, of wood and bone; and

differ very little from thofe ufed by the Green^

landers, as they are defcribed by Crantz. Thefl

people are very expert in ftriking fiih, both intlii

tea and in rivers. They alfo make ule of hookj

and lines, nets anxi wears. The hooks are coffli

pofcd of booe^ and the lines of fioews.
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The fifhes which are common to other northern

fcas, nre found herej fuch as whales, grampufles^

porpoifes, fword-fiih, halibut, cod, falmon, trout,

Jbals, flat-fiflij feveral other forts of fniall liilij

and there may be many more that we had no
opportunity of feeing. Sea-horfes are, indeed,, in

prodigious numbers about the ice; and the fea-

otter is, I believe, no where found but in this fea.

We foraetimes faw an animal, with a head like ^
ical's, that blew after the manner of whales. It

was larger than a feal, and its colour was white,

with fomc dark fpots. Probably this was the fear

c»w, or raanati.

I think I may venture to aflert, that fea and
water fowls are neither in fuch numbers, nor in

fuch variety, as with us in the northern parts of

the Atlantic Ocean.
The few land birds that we met with are the

feme with tbofe in Europe 3 but there may be
many others which we had no opportunity of
knowing. A very beautiful bird was Ihot in the

woods at Norton Sound ; wnich, I am told, is

fometimes found in £ngland> and known by the

oame of chatterer.

As our excurfions and obfervations were con-

fined wholly to the fea-coaft, it is not to be ex-

pc6ted that we could know much of the animals

or vegetables of the country. There are no deer

upon Oonalailika, or upon any other of the iflands.

Nor have they any domeftic animals j not even
dogs. Foxes and weafels were the only quadru-
peds we faw.

There is a great variety of plants at Oonalafti-

ia; and moft of them were in flower the latter

end of June. The principal one is the faranne,

•r lily root> which is about tl^ts ii»e of a root oi

garlicky
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garllck; tlie tal'le is not dilagreeable, and Wft

found means to make fome good diihes with it.

We muft reckon, amongd the food of the na-

tives, fome other wild roots j the ftalk of a plant

refembling angelica ; and berries of fevernl dif-

ferent forts j fuch as bramble-berries j cran-ber-

ries ; hurtle-berries ; heath -berries ; a fmail red

berry, which, in Newfoundland, is called par-

tridge-berry ; and anotiier brown berry unknown
to us. This has fomewhat of the tafte of a floe,

but is unlike it in every other refpett. It is very

afiringent, if eaten in any quantity. Brandy

might be diitilled from it.

On the low ground, and in the valleys, is plen-

ty of grafs, which grows very thick, and to a

great length. I am of opinion that cattle might

fublifl: at Oon^lallika all the year round, without

being houfed. / ,

What their notions are of the Deity, and of a

future ftate, I know not. I am equally unac-

quainted with their diverfions ; nothing having

been feen that could give us an infight into either.

They are remarkably cheorful and friendly.

They do not feem to be long-lived. I no where

faw a perfon, man or woman, whom I could fup-

pofe to be fixty years of age ; and but very few

who appeared to be above lifty.

I have frequently remarked how nearly the na-

tives, on this north-weft fide of America, reiem-

blc the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, in various

particulars of perfon, drefs, weapons, canoes, and

the like. However, I was mnch lefs Itruck with

this, than with the affinity whichwe found fubfili-

ing between the diale6is of the Greenlanders and

Efquimaux, and thofe of Norton's Sound and Oo-

WftJaiJiku. From which there is ^reat reafon to

believe
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tclicve that all thefe nations are of the fame ex-

tra6tion ; and if fo, there can be little doubt of

tliere being a northern communication of fomc
fort, by lea, between this weft fide of America

and the eaft fide, through BaflSn's Bay j which
communication, however, may be efife6tually fliut

up againft fliips, by ice, and other impediments.

Such at leaft was my opinion at this time.

In the morning of Monday, the 26th of 06to-

ber, we put to fea from Samganoodha Harbour;

My intention was now to proceed to the Sand-

wich Iflands, there to fpend a few of the winter

months, in cafe we ihould meet with the neceflfa'

ry refrelhments, and then to diredt our courfe to

Kamtfchatka, fo as to endeavour to be there by
the middle of May the enfuing fummer. In con-

fcquence of this refolution, I gave Captain Gierke
orders how to proceed, in cafe of feparation ; ap-

I

pointing the Sandwich Illands for the firfl: place

of rendezvous, and the harbour of Petropaulowf-*

ka, in Kamtfchatka, for the fecond.

Nothing remarkable happened during our
lourfe. At day-break, on the 26th of November,
land was feen extending from fouth fouth-eaft to

Weft. We were now fatisfied that the group of
the Sandwich Iflands had been only imperfectly

difcovered ; as thofe \\ hich we had vifited in oar
progrefs northward, all lie to the leeward of ouf
prel'ent ftation.

I bore up, and ranged along the coaft to the

1 leftward. It was not long before we faw peo-
|ple on feveral parts of the fliore, and fome
boufes and plantations. The country feemed to

I

be both well wooded and watered.
At noon, feeing fome canoes coming off to us,

I

I

brought to. We got from our vifiters a quan-

.
titjr
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tity of cnttle-lifh, for nails and pieces of iron.

They brought very little fruit and roots; but
told, us that they had plenty of them on their

iiland, as ajfo hogs and fowls. Having no doubt
that the people

.
would return to the iliips next

diy, with the produce of. their country, I kept

plying oil' all night, and in tie morning (tood

clofe in Ihore. At firll:, only a few of the natives

vifited us; but toward noon we had the compa-

ny of a good many, who brought with them

bread-fruit, potatoes, taro, or eddy roots, a few

plantains, and fmall pigs; all of which they ex^

chanfred for nails and iron tools.

In the afternoon of the 30th, being off the

north-eaft end of the iiland, feveral canoes came

off to the (hips. Moft of thefe belonged to a

chief, named Terreeoboo, who came in one of

them. He made me a prefent of two or three

fmall pigs } and we got by barter, from the other

people, a little fruit. After a ftay of about two

hours, they all left us, except fis. or eight of their

company, who chofe to remain on board. A
double failing canoe came foon after to attend up-

on them; which we towed aftern all night. In

the evening, we difcovered another iiland ta

windward, which the natives call Owhyhee.
On the ift of December, at eight in the morn-

ing, finding that we could fetch Owhyhee, I ftoocl

for it ; and our vifiters from another iiland, call-

ed Mowee, not bhuiing to accompany us, embark-

ed in their canoe, and went allipre.

Next morning we were furprifed to fee tb

fimimits of the mountains on Owhyhee covered

with fnow. As we drew near the ihore, fomeof

the natives came off to us. They were a littla

iliy at firft -, but we foon enticed fome of them
^

, cm
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inboard ; and at laft prevailed upon them to re-

lurn to the ifland, and bring off what we wanted.

Having procured a quantity of lugar cane, and
finding a itrong dcco6tion of it produced a very

palatable beer, 1 ordered fome more to be brew-

ed for our general ufe. But when the calk was
now broached, not one of my crew would even fo'

iTiiich as tafte it. I myfelf and the officers con-

tinued to make ufe of it, w^ienever we could get

materials for brewing it. A few hops, of which
we had fome on board, improved it much. It

has the talle of new malt beer j and 1 believe no
one will doubt of its being very wholefome. Yet
my inconfi derate crew alleged that it was injuri-

ous to their health.

Every innovation whatever on board a fliip,

fhough ever fo much to the advantage of feamen,

isfure to meet with their highell difapprobation.

Both portable foup and four krout were at firft

condemned as Ihitf unfit for human beings. Fe\r

ccmnianders have introduced into their Ihips

more novelties, as ul'eful varieties of food and
drink, than I have done. It has, however, been
in a great meafure, owing to various little devia-

tions from eilablilhed pradice, that I have been

able to prefervc my people, generally fpeaking,

from that dreadful diftemper, the fcurvy, which
has perhaps deftroyed mope of our uiilors in their

peaceful vo)'ages, than have fallen i^y the Cxicmy

lin military expeditions.

I kept at fome diflance from the coafl: till the

13th, when I Hood in again j and, after having
[had fome trade with the natives, who vilited us,

I
returned to fea.

At day-break, a dreadful furf breaking upon

I
the iliore, which was not more than half a league

diftant
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diftant, it was evident that we had been 'in the
nioft imminent danger. Nor were we yet in

fafety, the wind veering rriore eafterly, fo that

for Ibme time, we did but juft keep our diftance

from the coaft.

In the afternoon of the 20th, fome of the na-

tives came oft' in their canoes, bringing with thetn

a few pigs and plantains. We continued trading

with the people till four in the afternoon j when,
having got a pretty good fupply, we made fail,

and llretched off to the northward. -

I had never met with a behaviour fo free from

referve and fufpicion, in my intercourfe with any

tribes of favages, as we experienced in the people

of this ifland. It was very common for them to

fend up into the Ihip the feveral articles they

brought off fqr barter 5 afterward, they would

come in themfelves, and make their bargains oa

the quarter-deck. The people of Otaheite, even

after our repeated vifits, do not care to put fo

much confidence in us.

On the 23d, we tacked to the fouthward, and

tiad hopes of weathering the illand. . We lliould

have fucceeded, if the wind had not died away,

and left us to the mercy of a great fwell, which

<;arried us faft toward the land, which was not

two leagues diftant. At leiTgth fome light puffs of
|

wind, which came with fliowcrs of rain, putujj

out of danger. While we lay, as it were becalm-

ed, feveral of the iilanders came off with hogs,|

fowls, fruit, and roots.

At four in the afternoon, after purchafing eve-

ry thing that the natives had brought off, which I

was full as much as we had occalion for, we mad«

faii and ftretohed to the north. At midnight wo|

tov;ked and flood to th^ foutii-^eaft. Upon a fap»



CAPTAIM COOK. 229

pofition that the Difcovery would lee us tack, the

fignal was omitted ; but ihe did not fee us, as we
afterward found, and continued Handing to the

nordi J
for, at day-light next morning, fhe was

not in light. At fix in the evening, the fouth-

enimoft extreme of the ifland bore fouth-weft,

the neareft lliore feven or eight miles diftant j fo

that we had now fuccceded in getting to the

windward of the ifland, which we had aimed at

with fo much perfeverance.

The Difcovery, however, was not yet to be

feen. But the wind, as we had it, being very fa-

Tourable for her to follow us, I concluded that it

|vould not be long before Ihe joined us.

We began to be in want of frelli provilion oa
I the 30th. At ten o'clock next morning, w«
were met by the iflanders with fruit and roots

j

[but in all the canoes were only three fmall pigs.

Before day-break the atmofphere was again

[loaded with heavy cjouds ; and the new year waa
lulliered in with very hard rain, which continued

at intervals till pad ten o'clock. We lay to, trad-

jhig with the inhabitants till three o'clock in the

Ijifternoon j when, having a tolerable fupply, we
Imade fail, with a view of proceeding to look

|li)r the Difcovery.

The three following days were fpent in run*
ning down the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland.

On the 5tli in the morning, we pafTed the foutli

point of the ifland. On this there ftands a pret^

tv large village, the inhabitants of which throng*

|d off to the Ihip with hogs and women. It wa^
lot poifihle to keep the latter from coming oa
board. This part of the country, from its ap-
prance, did not feem capable of affording any
[egetnbies. Marks of it» having been laid wall6
VoL.Va. X bf
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by the explotion of a volcano, every where pre-

fented themfelves : the devaftation that it had
made in this neighbourhood, was vilible to th«i

naked eye.

Between ten and eleven next morning, Me fuwrl

with pleafure the Difcovery coming round tbft|

Ibuth point of the ifland j and, at one in tiie af.

ternoon, Ihe joined us. Captain Gierke theni

coming on board, informed me that he had criiif.

cd four or five days where we were feparatedj

and then plied round the eafl fide of the illand-

but that, meeting with unfavourable winds, he

had been carried to fome diftance from the coaft.l

He had one of the iflanders on board all thisl

time, who had remained there from choice, audi

had refufed to quit the iliip, though opportuni-

ties had offered.

For feveral days we kept, as ufual. Handing on

and on, with occafional vifits from the natives. At

day-break, on the idth, feeing the appearance of

bay, I fent Mr. Bligh, with a boat from each IhipJ

to examine it, being at this time three leagued

off. Canoes now began to arrive from all pahs J

fo that before ten o'clock, there were not leweiT

than a tnbufand about the two ihips, moil o^

them crowded with people, and well laden with

hogs and other produdions of the ifland. One

of our vifiters took out of the fliip a boat's riid-l

der. He was difcovered ; but too late to recovej

it. I thought this a good opportunity to Ihe?

thefe people the ufe of firearms ', and two oj

three mufkets, and as many four-pounders wera

fired over the canoe, which carried off the rudderl

As it was not intended that any of the Ihot lhoul(|

take effect, the furrounding multitude of native

feemed rather naore furprifed than frightened.
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In ihp evening Mr. Bligh returned, nnd report-

ed that he had found a bay, in wiiich was good

anchorage, and frefli water. Here I rerolvcd to

carry the lliips to refit, nnd fupply ourfelves with

every rcfrefliment the place could afford. Num-
bers of ouir vi (iters requelt pcrmiliion to Deep oii

board. Curiolity was not the only motive, at

lealt with fome ; for the next morning, feveral

things were milling, which determined me not to

entertaiw fo many another night.

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon we anchored

in the bay, which is called by the natives Kara-

hkooa. The fliips continued to be much crowd-

ed with natives, and were furrounded by a multi-

tude of canoes. 1 had no where, in the courfe of

my voyages, feen fo numerous a body of people

aifembled at one place. For befides thofe in ca-

noes, all the iliore was covered with fpei^ators,

and many hundreds were fwimming round the

Ihips like ilioals of fifli. We could not but be

(Iruck with the fingularity of this fcene ; few
now lamented our havini| failed in our endea-

vours to find a northern palfage homeward laft

fummer. To this difappointment we owed our
having it in our power to revifit the Sandwich
llflands, and to enrich our voyage with a difcove-

Iry which, though the lafl, feemed, in many re-

|fpe6ts, to be the moft important that had hithcr-

Ito been made by Europeans, throughout the ex-

lent of the Pacific Ocean.

While Captain Cook feems to have enjoyed the

[(lea of this difcovery, little did he imagine that

iiis labours were fo foon to be terminated at this

ilaftrous place, which will ever derive a difgrace-
^

X 3 ful



232 THIRD VOYAGE OF

ful immortality from his fate. Here liis journal

ends ; and as we have recorded the principnl cventi

of his iifeful life, we Ihall detail the nicMancholy

circuraftanccs that led to his lamented death, pre-

ferving as nearly as pollibie the word^i of his ami-

able coadjutor, Captain King, whole account of

the voyage now commences.
Karakakooa Bay is lituatcd on the weft fide of

the Ifland of Owhyhee, in a diftrid called Ako-
na. It is about a mile in depth, and boundtd by

two low points of land at the diftance of hah'

a

league from each other. On the north point,

which is flat and barren, ftands the village of

Kowrowa ; and in the bottom of the bay, near a

grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, there is another vil-

lage of a more confiderable fize, called Kakooa,

This bay appearing to Captain Cook a proper

place to rent the lliips, and lay in an additional

lupply of water and provilions, we moored on the

north tide.

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our in-

tention of anchoring in the bay, they came oiF|

from the iliore in aitonifhing numbers, and ex-

prelTed their joy by finging and Ihouting, and ex-

hibiting a variety of wild and extravagant gcf-

tures.

Among the chiefs that came on board the Re-

folution, was a young man called Pareea, \vhoni|

we foon perceived to be a perlbn of great autho-

rity. On prcfenting himfelf to Captain Cook,

he told him that he was jakance to the kingofl

the ifland, who was at that time engaged on af

military expedition at Mowee, and was expeded|

to return within three or four days. A few pre

fents from Captain Cook attached him entirel;]

to our interefliSj and he became exceedingly ufe-

full
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ful to n« in ^li« management of his countrymen,

js we had loon occufion to experience; for we
had not been long at anchor, when it was obferv-

ed that the Difcovery had fuch a number of peo-

ple hanging on one (ide, as occafioned her to

heel confiderably j and that the men were una-

ble to keep of the crowds which continued preii-

ing into her. Captain Cook, being apprchen-

five that ilie might fufter ibme injury, pointed

out the danger to Pareea, who immediately went
to their aflillarce, cleared the ihip of its incum-
brances, and drove away the canoes that fur*

rounded her.

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior

people appeared, from this incident, to be of the

moft delpotic kind. A limilar inttance of it hap-
Ipened the fame day on board the Refolution,

j

where the crowd being fo great as to impede the

Decellary bufinefs of the Ihip, we were obliged

to have recourfe to the aihftance of Kakeena, an-

other of their chiefs, who had likewife attached

ihimfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenience

we laboured under being made known, he imme-
diately ordered his countrymen to quit the veffel

;

and we were not a little furprifed to fee them
Ijump overboard without a moment's hefitation.

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well

[proportioned bodies, and of countenances re-

litiarkably pleafing j Kaneena, efpecially, was one
|of the fincft men I ever faw. He was about fix

[feet high, had regular and expreliive features,

[with lively dark eyes ; his carriage was eafy, iirm,

pd graceful.

The inhabitants had hitherto behaved with
Jieiit fairnefs and honefty, but we now found
^lie cafe exceedingly altered. The immenfe

, X 3 crQwd



234 THIRD VOYAGE OF

crowd of iflanders, which blocked up eve
'y pafj^l

of the fliips, not only afforded frequent opportu-

nity of pilfering, without rilk of difcoveryj but
pur inferiority in number held forth a protpe^t

of efcaping with impunity, in cafe of dete6tion.

Another circumftance, to which we attributed!

this alteration in their behaviour, was the pre-j

fence and encouragement of their chiefs j fori

generally tracing the booty into the polfeirion of

fome men of confeqaence, we had the Itrongeft

reafon to fufpeft that thefe depredations were|

committed at their inftigation.

Soon after the Refolation had got into her I

ilation, our two friends, Pareea and Kaneena,

brought on board a third chief, named Koah,

who, we were told, was a prieft, and had been,

in his youth, a diftinguifhed warrior. He was a

little old man, of an emaciated figure j his eyesl

exceedingly fore and red, and his body covered|

with a white leprous fcurf, the efFe6ts of an im-

moderate ufe of the ava. Being led into the]

cabin, he approached Captain Cook with great

yeneration, and threw over his flioulders a piece!

of red cloth, which he had brought along with|

him. Then flepping a few paces back, he made

an offering of a fmall pig, which he held in h\i

hand, whilft he pronounced a difcourfe that laft-j

ed for a confiderable time.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined

with Captain Cook, eating plentifully of whaj

was fet before him j but, like the reft of the inj

habitants of the iflands in thefe feas, could

fcarcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond tinw

our wine or fpirits. In the evening, Captaia

Cook, attended by Mr. Bayly and myfclf", acj

•pmpauied him on fliore. We lauded at tbj

fceacli
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beach, and were received by four men, who car-

ried wands tipt with dog's Jiair, and marched be-

fore us, pronouncing with a loud voice a fhort

fentence, in which we could only diftinguilh the

word Orono*. The crowd which had been col-

lefted on the fhore, retired at our approach j

and not a perfon was to be feen, except a few
lying proftrate on the ground, near the huts of

the adjoining village.

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that

was paid to Captain Cook, and the peculiar cere-

monies with which he was received on this fatal

iiland, it will be neceflfary to defcribe a moral, or

burying-place, fituated at the fouth fide of the

beach at Kakooa. It was a fquare folid pile of
Hones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and
fourteen in height. The top was fiat and weljl

I

paved, and furrounded by a wooden rail, oa
[which were fixed the fcuUs of the captives facri-

ficed on the death of their chiefs. In the centre

|of the area, flood a ruinous old building of wood,
conneded with the rail on each fide, by a (tone

wall, which divided the whole fpace into two
parts. On the fide next the country were five

poles, upward of twenty feet high, (upporting an
irregular kind of fcaffbld j on the oppofite fide;

toward the fea, flood two fmall houfes, with a
[covered communication.
We were conducted by Koah to the top of this

[pile, by an eafy afcent. At the entrance we faw
[two large wooden images, with features violently

iiftorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of a

•Captain Cook generally went by this name amonglt the
natives of Owhyheej but we could never learn its precife

neaning, though it was cerUinly a title of religious vene-
|titti»Q.

conical
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conical form inverted, riling from the top of

their heads j the reft was without form, and
wrapped round with red cloth. We were here

met by a tall young man, with a long bcw^rd, who
prefented Captain Cook to the images; and,

after chanting a kind uf hymn, in which be was
joined by Koah, thpy led us to that end of the

morai where the five poles were fixed. At the
i

foot of them were twelve images, ranged in a
I

iemi circular form, and before the middle iicrurei

Hood a high ftand or table, on which lay a putrid
I

hog, and under it pieces of fugur-cane, cocoa-

puts, bread-fruit, plantains, and fweet potatoes I

Koah, having placed the captain under this Hand,

took down the hog, fjnci held it toward him J
gnd after having a fecond time addrelied him inl

a long fpeech, prono^mced with much vehemencel

0nd rapidity, he let it fall on the ground, andl

led him to the fcaffolding, which they began tol

climb together, not without great rilk of fillincrl

At this time we favv, coming in folemu procel-

iion, at the entrance of the top of the morai, ten

men carrying a live hog^ and a large piece of reri

cloth. Being advanced a few paces, they flopJ

ped, and proftrated thcmfelves j and Kaireekeeaf

the young man above mentioned, went to them]

and receiving the cloth, carried it to Kcah> wM
wrapped it round the captain, and afterward ofj

fered him the hog, which was brought by Kaij

feekrca with the fame ceremony.

Whilft Captain Cook was aloft, in this awkj

ward fituation, fwathed round with red clotM

and with difliculiy keeping his hqld amonglhlJ

pieces of rotten fcaffolding, Kaireekeca and Koaif

^)egan their office, chanting fometitpcs in cor.cer!^

apd fometiines alterpately. This lafted a coi

'

' "
'

^
dfrabll
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lilcrable time; at length Koah let the hog drop^

fhea he and the captain defcended together.

iHethen led him to the images before mentioned,

and having faid forae«:hing tp each in a fneering

tone, fnapped his fingers at them as he paffed, hft

brought liim to that in the centre, wiiicii, from

[its being covered with red cloth, appeared to b^
greater eftimation than the reft. Before this

[figure he proftrated himfelf, and kilTed it ; dcfir-

ling Captain Cook to do the famej Avho fuffbred

kimielf to be dire61:ed by Koah throughout thf

jwhole of this ceremony.

We were now led back into the other diviHoa

fcfthe morai, where there was a fpace ten or

Ifelve feet fquare, funk about three feet bejow

[he level of the area. Into this we defcend-^

1, and Captain Cook was feated between two
yooden idols. Koah fupporting one of hi^ arms,

ft I wa^ ! ^^.red to fupport the other. At
his time arri^ .. fecond proceflion of natives,

arrylng a based hog, and a pudding, fome
Jread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other veget^ibles,

^iiich were prefented as before.

When this offering was concluded, the nativeg

at down, fronting us, and begtjin to cut up the

aked hog, to peel the vegetables, and break the

K:oa-nutS4 whilft others employed thenifelves in

|rewing the ava ; which is done by chewing it

the fame manner as at the Friendly Illands,

faireekeea then took part of the kernel of a co-

Da-nut, which he chewed, and wrapped it in a
|ece of cloth, rubbed with it the captain's face,

cad, hands, arms, and ihoulders. The ava was
^en handed round, and, after we had taftcd it,

rah and Pareea began to pull the ilelh of the

\l in pieces, and to put it into our mouths. I

had
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had no great objcdtion to be fed by Pnreca, who
was very cleanly in his perfon ; but Captainl

Cook, who was ferved by Koah, recolle6t?ng thj
putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel ; and hij
reluctance, as may be fuppofed, was not dimi-

nifhed, when the old man, according to his owij

mode of civility, had chewed it for him.

When this laft ceremony was finilhed, whichi

Captain Cook put an end to as foon as he decentlvl

could, we quitted the moral, after diftributiuo

aipongft the people fome pieces of iron and other

trifles, with which they feemed highly gratified,!

The men with wands condn6led us to the boats/

repeating the fame words as before. The people

again retired, and the few that remained, proJ

ftrated themfelves as we paffed along the IhoreJ

We immediately went on board, our minds full

of what we had feen, and extremely well fatif]

fied with the good difpofitions of our ne\f

friends, whofe refpedt to the perfon of Captain

Cook feemed approaching to adoration.

The next morning, I went on fliore with

guard of eight marines, including the corporal

and lieutenant, having orders to ereft the obftr]

vatory in fuch a iituation as might bed enable

me to fuperintend and prote6t the waterers, and

the other working parlies that were to be oij

jfliore. As we were viewing a fpot convenient!)!

iituated for this purpofe in the middle of thevilj

Jage, Pareea offered to pull down fome hcule

that would have obftru6ted our obfervatioiisJ

However, we thought it proper to decline thij

iOJfFer, and fixed on a field of fweet potatoes adj

joining to the moral, whicl| was readily grantel

and the priefis, to prt:vcnt the intrufionojns

|hP patives, immediately confecrated the placej
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by fixing their wands rpund the wall by which

it was inclofed.

No canoes ever prerumed to land near us; the

j

natives fat on the wall, but none offered to come
within the tabooed fpa^^e, till he had obtained

ourpermiflion. But though the men, at our re-

queft, would come acrofs the field with provi-

lions, yet not all our endeavours could prevail on

the women to approach us. This circumftance

afforded no faiall matter of amufement to our

friends on board, where the crowds of people,

and particularly of women, that continued to

flock thither, obliged them almoft every hour to

Iclear the veflel, in order to have room to do the

|necefliiry duties of the fliip.

From the 19th to the 24th, when Pareea and
iKoah left us to attend Terreeoboo, who had
landed on fome other part of the ifland, nothing

Ivery material happened on board.

We had not been long fettled at the obferva-

by, before we difcovered in our neighbourhood,

pe habitations of a fociety of priells, whofe re-

falar attendance at the moral had excited our
furiofity. Their huts Hood round a pond of wa-
|er, and were furrounded by a grove of cocoa-

fut trees, which feparated them from the beach
Ind the reft of the village, and gave the place an
|ir of religious retirement. On my acquainting
^aptain Cook with thefe circumftances, he re-

alved to pay them a vilit ; and, as he expe6ted»

received in the fame manner as before.

During the reft ot the time we remained in
lie bay, whenever Captain Cook came on fhore,

was attended by one of thefe priefts, who
[ent before him, giving notice that the Orono
ad landed, and ordering the people to proftrate

tliemfelves.
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themfelves. The fame perfon alfoconftantlyac-

companied him on the water, ftanding in the

bow of the boat, with a wand in his hand, anc

giving notice of his approach to the natives, whc
^ere in canoes, on which they immediately left]

off paddling, and lay down on their faces, tillh^

had paffed.

The civilities of this fociety were not, how-

fever, confined to mere ceremony and paradcJ

Our party on Ihore received from them, everj

^ay, a conflant fupply of hogs and vegetables]

Inorp than fufficient for our fubfiftence j and feJ

teral canoes, loaded with provifions, were fent

to the fhips with the fame punctuality. Kc

return was ever demanded, or even hinted at

in the moft diftant manner. Their prefeuts were

made with a regularity, more like the dilchargc

of a religious duty, than the effed of mere libe-j

rality.

As every thing relating to the charafter anc

behaviour of this people muft be interefting tc

the reader, on account of the tragedy that wai

afterward aded here, it will be proper to ac-j

quaint him, that we had not always fo raucfi

teafon to be fatisfied with the condud of th«

Warrior chiefs, or earces, as with that of ouj

priefts. In all our d'^alings with the former, wj

found ihcm futiiciently attentive to their owi

interefts ; and befides their habit of ftealingj

^'hich may admit of fome excufe, from the unij

verfality of the pradice amongft the illandersoj

theft" Teas, they'make ufe of other artifices equal]

iy diihonourable.

On the 24 th, we were a good deal furprifedtij

find that no canoes were fuiFered to put ofFfron

'the £iore^ aod that the «ati?^ k^ft cioft totheij
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houfes. After feveral hours fulpenfcj we learn-

ed that the bay was tabooed, and all intercourfe

with us interdicted, on account of the arrival of
Terreeoboo. In the afternoon of next day, Ter-

reeoboo yiiited the fhips in a private manner, at-

tended only by one canoe, in which were nis

wife and children. He ilaid on board till near

ten o'clock, when he returned to tlie village of
Kowrowa.

The next day, about noon,, the king, in a large

canoe, attended by two others, fet out irom the

village, and paddled toward the fhip in great

flate. Their appearance was grand and magnifi-

cent. In the firft canoe was Terreeoboo and hi$

chiefs, dreffed in their rich feathered cloaks and
helmets, and armed with long fpears and dag-
gers ; in the fecond came the venerable Kaoo»
the chief of the priefts, and his brethren, with
their idols difplaycd on red cloth. The third

canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of
vegetables. As they went along, the priells in

the centre canoe fung their hymns with great

folemnity; and, after paddling round the Ihips,

inftead of going on board, as was expected, they

made toward the (hore at the beach where we
1
were ftationed.

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered

lout our little guard to receive the king; and
Captain Cook, perceiving that he was going on
lliore, followed him, and arrived nearly at the
fame time. We conduced them into the tent,

wlier'5 they had fcarcely been feated, when the
king rofe up, and in a very graceful manner
threw over the captain's ihoulders the cloak he
Ihimfelf wore, put a leathered helmet upon his

badi and a curious fan into his hand. lie alfo

Vol. Yll. X fprcad
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fpread at his feet i^ve or fix other cloaks, all ex-

ceedingly beautiful, and of the greateft value.

His attendants then brought four very large

hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread-

fruit } and this part of the ceremony was con-

cluded by the king's exchanging names with

Captain Cook, which, amongft all the iflandeis

of the Pacific Ocean, is elfteemed the ftrongeft

pledge of friendfliip. A proceffion of prieils,

with a venerable old perfonage at their bead,

now appeared, followed by a long train of mei>

leading large hogs, and others carrying plantains,

fweet potatoes, &c. By the looks and geflures

of Kaireekcea, I immediately knew the old man
to be the chief of the priells, on whofe bounty

we had fo long fubfifted. He had a piece of red

cloth in his hands, which he wrapped round

Captain Cook's Ihoulders, and afterward prefent-

ed him w ith a fniall pig in the ufual form.

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were

«vcr. Captain Cook carried Terreeoboo, and aj

many chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board

the Refolution. They were received with every

mark of refpedl that could be ihewn them j and

Captain Cook, in return for the feathered cloak,

put a linen fhirt on the king, and girt his own

hanger round him. The ancient Kaoo, and

about half a dozen more old chiefs, remained on

fhore, and took up their abode at the priefts

houfes. During all this time not a canoe was

fcen in the 'bay, xmd the natives either kept

witliin their huts, or lay proftrate on the ground.

The quiet and inofl'enfive behaviour of the na*

tivcs having taken away every apprehenfion of

danger, we did not hefitatc to truft ourfelves

amongfl them at ali'times^ and in all iituations.
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;anoe was

The offici^rs of both ihips went dxiljr up the coun-

try in fmall parties, or even fingly, and frequent-

ly remained out the whole might. It would b«

endlefs to recount all theindances of kindnefs and
civility which we received upon tbofe occafions.

Wherever we went, the people flocked about us,

«ager to offer every affiftance in their power, and
highly gratified if their fervices were accepted.

The fatisfa6tion we derived from their gentle-

nefs and hofpitality, was, however, frequently

interrupted by that propenfity to ftealing,' which
they have in common with all the other iilanders

of thefe feas. This circumftance was the more
<iiftreffing, as it fometimes obliged us to have re-

courfe to ads of feverity, which we fliould will-

ingly have avoided, if tiie necefiity of the cafe

bad not abfolutely called for tliem.

On the 2»th, Captain Gierke, whofc ill health

confined him, for the moft part, on board, paid

Tcrreeoboo his firft vifit, at his hut on ihore. He
was received with the fame formalities as were
obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on his com-
ing away, though the vilit was quite unexpefted,

he received a prefent of thirty large hogs, and as

i

much fruit and roots as his crew could confume
in a week.

As we had not yet {een any thing of their

(ports or athletic exercifes, the natives, at the re*

Iqueft of fome of our officers, entertained us this

[evening with a boxing-match. Though thefe

games were much inferior, as well in point of
Ifolemnity and magnificence, as in the Ikill and
powers of the combatants, to what we had feen

[exhibited ai the Friendly Iflands ; yet, as they
UifFer^d in fome particulars, it may not be im-
broper to giv& a ihort account of them. W©

Y Z fotmd
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found a vaft concourfe of people aflcmbled on a
level fpot of ground, at a little diilance from our
tpnts. A long fpace was left vacant in the midft

of them, at the upper end of which fat the

judges, und^r three ftandards, from which hung
flips of cloth of various colours, the ikins of two

wild geefe, a few fmall birds, and bunches of
j

feathers. When the fports were ready to begin,

the iignal was given by the judges, and immedi.

Ately two combatants appeared. They came for-

1

ward llovvly, lifting up their feet very high be-

hind, and drawing their hands along the foles.

As they approached, they frequently eyed each

other from bead to foot, in a contemptuous man-

lier, cafting feveral arch looks at the fpedtatorsJ

ilraining their mufcles, and uling a variety ofl

affedted geftures. Being advanced within reach]

of each other, they flood with both arms held

out ftraight before their faces, at which part all

their blows were aimed. They (truck in, what!

appeared to our eyes, an awkward manner, withi

a full fwing of the arm; made no attempt tol

parry, but eluded their adverfary's attack by anl

inclination of the body, or by retreating. Thcl

battle was quickly decided j for if either of theml

was knocked down, or even fell by accident, hcl

was confidered as vanquiihed, and the viAor ex-l

preflfed his triumph by a variety of geftures,

which ufually excited, as was intended, a loud

laugh among the fpe6tators. As thefe gam6j|

were given at our defire, we found it was univer-

fally expe6ted that we ihould have borne ourl

part in them; but our people, though muchl

preffed by the natives, turned a deaf ear to theirj

challenge, remembering full well the blows they

got at thePriendly lilands,
-

Thii
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This day died William Watman, a feaman of

the gunner's crew ; who, with the fincereft at*

tachment, had folluwed Captain Cook's fortunes

{or a number of years.

At the requeft of the king of Ae ifland, he

was buried on the moral, and the ceremony was
performed with as much folemnity as our fitu-

ation permitted*. Old Kaoo and his brethren

I

were lpe6tators, and preferved the mod profound

Ifilence and attention, whilft the fervice was read-

ing. When w€ began to fill up the grave, they

[approached it with great reverence, threw in a
[dead pig, fome cocoa-nuts, and plantains ; and
for three nights afterward, they furrounded it,

(acrificing hogs, and performing their ufual cere-

monies of hymns and prayers, which continued

Itill day-break.

The fhips being in great want of fuel, the
|«aptain delired me, on the 2d of February, t&

pat with the priefts, for th« purchafe of the
jrail that furrounded the top of the morai. I
linnlt confefs, I had at firfl, fome doubt about the

Idecency of this propofal, and was apprehenfive,

fbat even the bare mention of it might be confi-

dered by them, as a piece of ihocking impiety.

In this, however, I found myfelf millaken. Not
^he fmalleft furprife was exprelfcd at the appli-

cation, and the wood was readily given, even
Vithout llipulating for any thing in return.

Terreeoboo and his chiefs had, for fome days
[ft, been very inquiiitive about the time of our
eparture. This circumftance had excited in

fie a great curiofity to know what opinion this

1

• May not this public difplay of the mortality of their vi-
pts, have tended to leffen the exalted ideas which the na«
K Ji^ &ft« fcexned to entertain.

Yd people
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people had formed of us, and what were their ideasi

refpe6ting the caufe and objedts of our voyage.!

1 took fome pains to fatisfy niyfelf on thcfel

points ; but could never learr any thing farther

than that they imagined we came from fome

country where proviiions had failed ; and that

our vifit to them was merely for the purpofe oj

filling our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appear]

ance of Tome of our crew, the hearty appetite

v^ith which we fat down to their frefh provij

iions, and our great anxiety to purchafe and

f:arry off, as much as we were able, led them na^

tiirally enough to fuch a conclufion. It was riJ

diculous enough to fee them ftroking the fideJ

and patting the bellies, of the failors (whower(

certainly much improved in the fleeknefs of theij

looks, during our fhort ftay in the ifland) and

telling them, partly by figns, and partly bj

words, that it was time for them to go; butil

they would come again the next bread-fruit feaj

fon, they Ihould be better able to fupply thcij

wants. On our telling Terreeoboo we Ihoulj

leave the ifland on the next day but one, weob

ferved that a fort of proclamation was immedij

ately made, through the villnges, to require thj

people to bring in their hogs and vegetables, foT

the king to preient to the Orono on his departurd

The next day being fixed for our departur^

Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook and myfelfl

attend him, on the 3d, to the place where Kao

refided. On our arrival,, we found the groun

covered with parcels of cloth) a vaft quantity i

yed and yellow feathers, tied to the fibres of i

coa-nut hulk ; and a great number of hatchetj

and other pieces of iron-ware, that had beeng^

in barter from us. At a little dillance irom th«
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an immenfe quantity of vegetables of every

kind, and near them was a very large herd of

hogs. At fii'iX we imagined the whole to be in«

tended as a prefent for us, till Kaireekeea in-

formed me that it was a gift, or tribute, from

the people of that didrid to the king ; and, ac-

cordingly, as foon as we were feated, they

brought all the bundles, and laid them feverally

at Tcrreeoboo's feet, who gave all the hogs and
vegetables, and two-thirds of the cloth, to Cap-
tain Cook and myfclf. We were aitonilhed at'

tlie value and magnitude of this prefent, which
far exceeded every thing of the kind we had
fcen, either at the Friendly or Society Illands.

The fame day we quitted the moral, and got

the tents and allronomical initruments on board.

The charm of the taboo was now removed j and
here, I hope I may be permitted to relate a tric-

ing occurrence, in which I was principally con-

cerned. Having had the command of the party

on (hore, during the whole time we were in the

bay, I had an opportunity of becoming well ac-

quainted with the natives.

I fpared no endeavours to conciliate their af-

fections and gain their efteem ; and had the good
fortune to fucceed fo far, that, when the time
of our departure was made known, I was ftrong-

ly folicited to remain behind, not without offeis

of the moft flattering kind. When I excufed
myfelf by faying, that Captain Cook would not
give his confent, they propofed that I ihould re; ire

into the mountains, where they faid they would
conceal me, till after the departure of the ihips ;

and on my farther aflbring the.rn that the captain
vould not leave the bay without me, Terreeoboo
and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whofe fon

they
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they fuppofed I was, "with a formal requeft that

I might be left b'ehind. The captain, to avoid!

•giving a pofitive refufal to an offer fo kindly in-

ten'^ed, told them tliat he could not part with me I

at th^ c time, bift that he fliould return to the

iiland next year, and would then endeavour to]

fettle the matter to their fatisfa6tion.

Early in the nw^rning of tlie 4th of February,!

we unmoored and failed out of the bay, and were

followed by a great number of canoes. Captain

Cook's defign was to linilh the furvey of Owhy-i

hee, before he viiited the other. iflands, in hopes

of meeting with a road better Ihelter-ed than the

bay we had juft left.

We had calm weather this and the following

^ay, which made our progrefs to the northward

very flow. In the morning of the ^th, having

pafled the weftcmmoft point of the ifland, we

found ourfelvcs abreafl of a deep bay, called by

the natives Toe-yah-yah. We had great hopes

that this bay would furnilh us with a fafe and

commodious harbour, as we faw to the north-

eaft feveral fine flreams of water. On examina-

tion, however, it was found unfit for our purpofe.

After encountering fome gales of wind with

immaterial damage, on the Sth at day-break, we

found tliat the foremafl had given way. This

accident induced Captain Cook to return to Ka-

rakakooa Bay. On the 10th, the weather became

moderate, and a few canoes came off to us, from

which we learnt that the late ftorms had done

much mifchief, and that feveral large Canoes bad

been loft. During the remainder of the day we

kept beating to windward, and before night we

were within a mile of the bay ', but not chuling

to run en while it wa9 dark, we Hood off and oi^

till



CAPTAIN COOK. H4Q

till
day-light next roorning^ when we dropt an-

chor nearly in the fame place as before.

We were employed the whole of the 11th, and
part of the 12th, in getting out the foremaft, and
fending it, with the carpenters, on fhore. As
thefe repairs were likely to take up feveral days,

Mr. Bayly and myfelf got the agronomical appa-

ratus on fhore the 12th, and pitched our tents on
the moral, having with us a guard of a corporal

and fix marines. We renewed our friendly cor-

refpondence with the priefts, who, for the greater

fecurity of the workmen and their tools, tabooed

the place where the maft lay, flicking their

wands round it as before. The failmakers were
alfo fent on fhore, to repair the damages which
had taken place in their department during the

late gales.

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprifed to

Had our reception very different from what it

had been on our firfl arrival -, no fhouts, no buf-

tie, no confufion ) but a folitary bay, with only

here and there a canoe flealing clofe along the

fliore. The impulfe of curiofity, which had be-

fore operated to fo great a degree, might now,
indeed, be fuppofed to have ceafed ; but the hof-

pitable treatment we had invariably met with,

and the friendly footing on which we parted,

gave us fome reafon to expeft that they would
again have flocked about us with great joy on
iour return.

We were forming various conjeAures upon the

cafion of this extraordinary appearance, when
lour anxiety was at length relieved by the return

lof a boat which had been fent on fhore, and
[brought us word that Terreeoboo was abfent,

d bad left the bay under the taboo. Though
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this account appeared very fatisfaftory to mofto'

us, yet others were of opinion, that the interdb
'tion of all intercourle with us, on pretence of th

king's abfence, was only to give him time to co;

fult the chiefs in what manner it might bepr
per to treat u«. Whether thefc fufpicions wen
well founded, or the account given by the native

was the truth, we were never able to afcertain

For though it is not improbable that our fudde

return, for which they could fee no apparen

caufe, and the neceHity of which we afterwan

found it very difficult to make them compn
'^end, might occalion fome alarm ; yet the un

iufpicious conduct of Terreeoboo, who, on hi

fuppofed arrival the next morning, came imme
diately to vifit Captain Cook, and' the confe-

quent return of the natives to their form

-friendly intercourfe with us, are ftrong proofj

that they neither meant, nor apprehended,

change of condu6t.

Toward the evening of the 13th, however, th

officer who commanded the watering party

the Difcovery, came to inform me that feveral

chiefs had affembled at the well near the beach,

•driving away the natives, whom we had hiro

to affift the failors in rolling down the calks ti

the fhore. He told ine at the £ame time that hi

thought their behaviour extremely fufpicioui

:and that they meant to give him fome farthi

difturbance. At his requeft,- therefore, I fent

marine along with him, but fufFered him to taki

only his iide-arms. In a fhort time the offio

returned, and on his acquainting me that ti

iflanders had armed themfelves with ftones, m
were grown very tumultuous, I went rayfelf

ibe fpotj attended by a marine, with his mulket

Seeiui
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Seeing us approach, they threw away their fioies^

on my Ipeaking to fome of the chiefs, the

were driven away, and thofe who chofe it^

fere fuifered to alliil in filling the cafks.

Soon after our return to the tents, wewere^

[alarmed by a continued fire of mulkets, from thr

ifcovery, which we obferved to be dire6ted at a
Doe that we faw paddling toward the fhore in

eat hafte> purfued by one of our I'mall boats.

e immediately eoncluded that the firing wa»
confequence of fome theft,, and Captain Cfook

irdered me to follow him with a marine armed,

id to endeavour to feize the people as they came
fliore. Accordingly we ran toward the place

here we fuppofed the canoe would land, but

ere too late j the people having quitted it, and ,

de their efcape into the country before our ar-

val} but the goods ftolen had been recovered.

During our abfence, a difference of a more
lious and unpleaiant nature had happened.

he officer, who had been fent in the fmall boat,

d was returning on board with the goods
ihich had been reltpred, obferving Captain Cook
id me engaged in the purfuit of the offenders,

ught it his duty to feize the canoe, which was
i drawn up on the Ihore Unfortunately this

inoe belonged to Pareea, who arriving at the
e moment from on board the Difcovery,

iraed his property with many protefiations of
iimocence. The officer refufing to give it

and being joined by the crew of the pin*
e, a fcuffle enfued, in which Pareea was
ked down by a violent blow upon his head
an par. The natives, who were collected

Jtthe fpot, and had hitherto been peaceable
'

tors^ immediately attacked our people^with .

'iuch
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fuch a ihower of ftones, as forced them to retreat,

with great precipitation, and fwim off to a rockl

at fome diftance from the fhore. The pinnace

was immediately ranfacked by the iilanders ; and

but for the timely interposition of Pareea, who
fecmed to have recovered from the blow, and

forgot it at the fame inilant, would foon have

been entirely demoliihed. Having driven awai

the crowd, he made iigns to our people, thaj

they might come and take poffeffion of the pin]

nace, and that he would endeavour to get back

the things which had been taken out of it. Ad
ter their departure, he followed them in his caj

noe, with a midlhipman's cap, and fome othei

trifling articles of the plunder, and with mucli

apparent concern at what had happened, aike

if the Oroho would kill him, and whether hj

would permit him to come on board next dayj

On being aifured that he iliould be well received]

he joined nofes (as their Cudom is) with the,offij

cers, in token of friendfliip, and paddled overt|

the village of Kowrowa.
When Captain Cook was informed of whaj

had paifed, he expreffed much uneafinefs at it

and, as we were returning on board, ** I an

afraid,'* faid he, " that thefe people will oblige
mj

to ufe fome violent meafures; for (he added

they mult not be left to imagine, that they

gained an advantage over us."

Next morning, the 14th, at day-light, I wen

on board the Refolution for the time-keeper,

in my way was hailed by the Difcovery, and in

formed that their cutter had been ftolen durin

the night, from the buoy where it was moorcdJ

When I arrived on board, I found the marinj

arming* and Captain Cook loading his doubld

barrclW
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barrelled giin. It had been his ufual pra6lice,

whenever any thing of confequence was loft at

aoy ofthe iflands in this ocean, to get the kin^

or fome of the principal earees, on board, and

to keep them as hoftages till it was reftored.

This method, which had been always attended

with fuccefs^ he meant to purfue on the prefent

occalion.

It was between feven and eight o'clock when
we quitted the ihip together 3 Captain Cook in

the pinnace, having Mr^ Phillips and nine ma-
rines with him, and myfelf in the fmall boat.

The laft orders I received from him were, to

quiet the minds of the natives, on our fide of the

bay, by affuring them they ihould not be hurt j

to keep my people together, and tb be on my
guard. We then parted ; the captain went to-

ward Kowrowa, where the king refidedj and I

proceeded to the beach. My firft care on going

aftiore was, to give ftri6fc orders to the marines

to remain within the tent, to load their pieces

with ball, and not to quit their arms. After-

ward I took a walk to the huts of old Kaoo and
the prieds, and explained to them, as well as I

could, the obje6t of the hoftile preparations,

which had exceedingly alarmed them. I found
jthat they had already heard of the cutter's being
fiolen, and I afliired them, that though Captain
Cook was refolved to recover it, and to punifh
the authors of the theft, yet that they, and the
ople of the village on our fide, need not be un-

IfT the fniallefl: apprehenfion of fuffering any
vil from us. Kaoo alked me with great ear-

eftnefs, if Terreeoboo was to be hurt ? I aflured
lim he was not ; and both he and the refl: of
Vol. Vil. % h>9
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his brethren feemed much fatisfied with this af,

furance.

In the mean time, Captain Cook having called

cfF the launch, which was ftationed at the north

point of the bay, and taken it along with him,

proceeded to Kowrowa, and landed with the

lieutenant and nine marines. He immediately

marched to the village, where he was received

with the ufual marks of refpciSt j the people pro-

llrating themfelves before him, and bringing

their accuftomed offerings of fmall hogs. Find-

ing that there was no fulpicion of his deiign,

his next ftep was to enquire for Terreeoboo, and

the two boys, his fons, who had been his conftant

guefts on board the ilefolution. In a fliort

time the boys returned along with the natives,

who had been fent in fearch of them, and im-

mediately led Captain Cook to the houfe where

the king had flept. They found the old man

juft awoke from ileep j and after a Ihort convfcr-

fation about the lofs of the cutter, from which

Captain Cook was convinced that he was in no

wife privy to it, he invited him to return in the

boat, and fpend the day on board the Refolution.

To this propofal the king readily confented, and

immediately got up to accompanv him.

Things were in this profperous train j the two I

boys being already in the pinnace, and the reft

of the party, having advanced near the water-

fide, when an elderly woman, called Kanee-ka-l

bareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the

king's favourite wives, came after him, and with

many tears and entreaties, befought him not to

go on board. At the fame time, two chiefs, who

came along with her, laid hold of him, and in*

filing that he ihould go no farther^ forced.hib I

> * to.
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le was in no

to fit down. The natives, who were colIe6tirg

in prodigious numbers along the Ihore, and had
probably been alarmed by the firing of the great

guns, and the appearances of hoftility in the bay,

began to throng round Captain Cook and their

king. In this lituation, the lieutenant of ma-
rines, obferving that his men were huddled clole^

together in the crowd, and thus incapable of

ufing their arms, if any occalion ihould require

it, propoled to the captain to draw them up along

the rocks clofe to the water's edge j and the

crowd readily making way for them to pafs, they

were drawn up in a line at the diftance of about

thirty yards from the place where the king was
fitting.

All this time the old king remained on the

ground, with the ftrongeft marks of terror and
dejeftion in his countenance j Captain Cook,
not willing to -abandon the object for which he
had come on ihore, continuing to urge him in

the moft preffing manner to proceed ; whilft on
the other hand, whenever the king appeared in-

clined to follow him, the chiefs, who flood round
him, interpofed, at firft with prayers and entrea-

ties, but afterwards having recourfe to force and
violence, infifted on his flaying where he was.
Captain Cook therefore finding that the alarm
had fpread too generally, and that it was in vain
to think any longer of getting him off without
blot)dfhed, at laft gave up the point; obferving
to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoflible to

I

compel him to go on board, without running the
riik of killing a great numl^er of the inhabit-

ants.

Though theenterprife, which had carried Cap-
tain Cook, on lliore, had now failed and was

Z 2 abandoned^
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Hbandoned, yet his perfon did not appear to hai

been in the lead danger, till an accident happen-

ed which gave a fatal turn to the affair. Thel
boats, which had been Rationed acrofs the bayJ

having fired at fome canoes that were attempt-

ing to get out, unfortunately had killed a chid

of the firft rank. The news of his death arrived

at the village where Captain Cook was, juft

,he had left the king, and was walking ilowly tc

ward the ftiore. The ferment it occaiioned was

very confpicnous j the women and children wer

immediately fent off, and the men put on their

war-mats, and armed themfelves with Ipears and

Hones. On^ of the natives, having in His hm
a ftone and a long iron fpike, (which they called

a pahooa) came up to the captain, flquriihin^

his weapon by way of defiance, and threatening

to thrpw the none. The captain defired him

deiill:; but the man periiiting in his infolenc

he was at length provoked to fire a load of fmal^

iliot« The man having his mat on, which the

ihot were not able to penetrate, this had no othe

effect than to irritate and encourage them. Se-I

veral Hones were thrown at the marines; andonj

of the earees attempted to ftab Mr. Phillips witli

his pahooa, but failed in the the attempt, and

received from him a blow with the butend o^

his muiket. Captain Cook now fired his feconij

barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of tb^

foremoft of the natives. A general attack wit

dooes immediately followed, which was anfwerj

^d by a difcharge of muiketry from the marine

and the people iii the boats. The iilanders, coe

trary to the expedations of every one, ftood i"

fire witi) great firmnefs j and before the marine

bad ttme to reloadj they broke in upon them witl

dreadfd
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^TVfldfui fhouts «od yells. What followed, was

I fcene of the utmoft horror and confuHon.

Four of the marines were cut oiF amongft the

rocks in their retreat, and fell a facrifice to the

fury of the enemy ; three more were dangeroufly

wounded ; and the lieutenant, who had received

aftab between the ihoulders with a pahooa, hav-

ing fortunately refcrved his fire, Ihot the man
who had wounded him, juH as he was going to

repeat his blow. Our unfortunate commander,

the laft time he was feen diftin6kly, was ftandin^

at the water's edge, and calling out to the boats

toceafe firing, and to pull in. Whilft he faced

the natives, none of them had ofiered him any
violence, but having turned about, to give

bis orders to the boats, he was flabbed in the

back, and fell with his face into the water. On
feeing him fall, the iilanders fet up a great fhout,

and his body was immediately dragged on ihore,

and furrounded by the enemy, who, fnatching

the dagger out of each other's hands, (hewed a
favage eagernefs to have a ihare in his dedruc-
tion.

Thus fell our great and ^excellent command-
er! After a life of lb much diftinguiftied and
faccefsful enterprife, his death, as far as regards

himfeif, cannot be reckoned premature ; fincehc
lived to finiih the great work for which he feems
to have been defigned ; and was rather removed
|finom the enjoyment, than cut off from the acqui-

fltion of glory. How fincferely his lofs was felt

I

add lamented by thofe who had fo long found

i

their general fecurity in his ikill and condu6t,
land every confolation, under their hardlhips, in

his tendemels and humanity, it is neither necef*

larynor pofliblte for me to defcribe; much lefs
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diall I attempt to paint the horror with which!
we were ftruck, and the univerfal dejection ane
difmay which followed fo dreadful and unexpedJ
ed a calamity. I

' It has been already related, that four of tho|

marines, who attended Captain Cook, were kill,

ed by the iilanders on the fpot. The reft, withl

Mr. Phillips their lieutenant, threw themfelvesl

into the water, and efcaped, under cover of a

fmart fire from the boats. On this occaiion, a|

remarkable inftance of gallant behaviour, and oi

afFe6tion for his men, was ihewn by that officerj

For he had fcarcely got into the boat, when fee-

ing one of the marines, who was a bad fwimmer,!

ftruggling in the water, and in danger of beingl

taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped in-

to the fea to his alliftance, though much wound-

ed himfelf } and after receiving a blow on the!

head from a ilone, which had nearly fent him

to the bottom^ he caught the man by the hair

and brought him fafe off.

As foon as the general confternation, whlchl

the news of^this calamity occafioned throughoutl

both crews, had a little fubfided, their attentioaf

was called to our party at the moral, where the

maft and fails were on Ihore, with a guard of onlyl

fix. marines. It is impoflible for me to defcribel

the emotions of>my own mind, during the timel

thefe tranfa6tions had been carrying on, at thcl

other fide of the bay. Being at the diftance on-l

\y of a fhort mile from the village of Kowrowa,|

we could fee diflin6tly, , an immenfe crowd col-

leded on the fpot where Captain Cook bad juftl

before landed. We heard the firing of the rauf-r

ketry, and could perceive fome extraordinary buf-

tie and agitation in the muititu4e. We afteH

^ .
warW
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IwaMsfaw the natives flying, the boats retire from
tiie iliorci and palling and repalfing, in great

Uillnefs, between the ihips. 1 mud confcfs that

my heart loon mifgavc rne. Where a life fo

dear and valuable vvns concerned, it was impof-

^e not to be alarmed, by appearances both

new and threatening.

My firR care, on Hearing the mnfkets fired*

Ivas, to afliire the people, who were ailembled in

confiderable numbers round the wall of our con-

fccrated field, and feemed equally at a lofs with
carfelves how to account for what they had feen

lod heard, that they Ihould not be molefted j and
that, at all events, I was defirous of continuing on
peaceable terms with them. We remained in this

hiofture till the boats had returned on board, when
Captain Clerke, obferving, through his telefcopc,

that we were furrounded by the natives, arfd ap-

prehending tl>ey meant to attack us, ordered

two four pounders to be fired at them. Fortu-

lately thefe guns, though well aimed, did no
oifcbief, and yet gave the natives a convincing
proof of their power. One of the balls broke a
cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a

party of them were fitting 5 and the other Ihiver-

cd a rock that flood in an exa6t line with them.
IAs I bad jnft before given them the ftrongeft af-

Ifnrances of their fafety, I was exceedingly mor-
ItiM at this a6t of hollility^ and to prevent a

tition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to

jicqaaint Captain Clerke, that at prelent I was
the mofi friendly terms with the natives j and

bt, ifoccafion fliould hereafter arife, for alter-

og my condu6t toward them, I would hoift a
?k, as a iisnal for him to afford us all tke^ af«

^^^e in his ower* .. .
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We expe6ted the return of the boat with the
utmoft impatience J and after remaining a quarter

of an hour, under the moft torturing anxiety and
fufpenfe, our fears were at length confirmed, by
the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders to ftrike the

tents as quickly as pollible, and to fend the fails,

that were repairing, on board. Juft at the fame

moment, our friend Kaireekeea, having alfo re-

ceived intelligence of the death of Captain Cook,

from a native who had arrived from the other

fide of the bay, came to me with great forrow

and deje6tion in his countenance, to enquire if it

was true.

Our fituation was gt this time extremely criti-

cal and important. Not only our own lives, but

the event of the expedition, and the return of at

leaft one of the fliips, being involved in the fame

common danger. We had the mall of the Refo-

lution, and the greateft part of our fails on lliore,

imder the protection of only fix marines: their

lofs would have been irreparable; and though the

natives had not as yet fhewn the fmalleft difpofi-

tion to moleft us, yet it was impolfible to anfwer

for the alteration, which the news of the tranf-

L fftion at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore

thought it prudent to diflbmble my belief of the

death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kaireekeea

to difcourage the report j left either the fear ot

our refentment, or the fuccefsful example of their

countrymen, might lead them to feize the favour-

able opportunity, which at this time offered itfelf,!

pf giving us a fecond blow.
I

Having placed the marines on the top of the

inorai, which formed a ftrong and advantageous

poft, and left the command with Mr. Bligh, giv-

ing bim the moft pofitive dire^oqs to ^ft entirely
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ID tbe defenfive, I went on board the Difcovery,

in order to reprelent to Captain Gierke the dan-

gerous Situation of our atfairs. As foon as I

quitted the fpot, the natives began to annoy onr

people with ftones ; and I had Icarcely reached

tbe Ihip, before I heard the firing of the naarines,

I therefore returned inftantly on iliore, where I

found things growing every moment mdre alarm-

ing. The natives were arming, and putting on
Aeir mats 5 and their numbers increafed very faft.

I could alfo perceive feveral large bodies march-

bg towards us, along the cliff which feparates the

Tillage of Kakook from the north fide of the bay,

[fbcre the village of Kowrowa is fituated.

They began at firft to attack us with ftoneSj

Ifrom behind the walls of their inclofures, and
jibding no refiftance on our part, they foon grew
Bore daring. A few refolute fellows having crept

lilong the beach, under cover of the rocks, fudden-

|l)rmade their appearance at the foot of the moral,

with a defign, as it feemed, of ftorming it on the

fide next the fea, which was its only acceflible

;ftdTrpofi'Hp2ni and were not difloged, till ifter they had

to anlVerWood a confidcrable nuiiber of ihot^ and feen one

the tranf-fr^i^eir party fall.

thereforcB About this time, a flrong reinforcement from

ief oftkBwth ihips having lauded, the natives retreated

CaireekeeaB^chind their walls j which giving me accefs to

he fear otBroi^ friendly priefts, I fent one of them to endea-

le of theirjour to bring their countrymen to fome terms, and

he favoar-Bo propofe to them, that if they would defilt from

ered itlelfjH"'°^*"S ftones, J would not permit our men to

re. This truce was agreed to; and we were fuf-

ed to launch the maft,and carry off the fails and
r aftronomical apparatus unmolefted. As foon

we had quitted the morai, they took poffeffion

nth the
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of it, and fome of them threw a few Hones, bul
without doing us any mifchief.

It was half an hour paft eleven o'clock when
got on board the Dilcovery, where I found nc

decilive plan had been adopted for our future pro]

ceedings. The reftitution of the boat, and tl«

recovery of the body of Captain Cook, were th«

obje6ts which, on all hands, we agreed to inii(

on } and it was my opinion, that fome vigoroi

Heps fliould be taken, in cafe the demand of thei

was not immediately complied with. However!
after mature deliberation, it was determined tc

accompliili thefe points by conciliatory nieafures

if poflible.

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined

that I Ihould proceed toward the iliore, with th^

boats of both Ihips, well manned and armed, witl

a view td bring the natives to a parley, and, ij

pollibje, to obtain a conference with fome of th^

chiefs,

I left the fliips about four o'clock in the after]

jioon, and as we approached the fliore, I percelseif

every indication of a hoftile reception. Tlid

whole crowd of natives was in motion ; the woj

men and children retiring ; the; men putting oij

their war-mats, and arming themfelves with lon«

fpears and daggers. ConcludingMherefore, thaj

all attempts to bring them to a parley would hi

in vain, unlefs I fiift gave them fome ground foj

mutual confidence, I ordered the armed boats t((

Aop, and went on in the fmall boat alone, with

white flag in my hand, which, by a general cry oj

joy from the natives, I had the fati8fa6tion to lin|

was inltantly underftood. The women immedij

ately returned from the fide of the hill, whithej

the/ had retired ; the men threw off their niatsj

m
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|iod all fat down together by the water-fide, ex-

lieoding their arms^ and inviting me to come oi)

Ifcorc.

Though this behaviour was very expreflive of

ij friendly dilpoiition, yet I could not help enter-

llaining fomc fufpicions of its lincerity. But when
jifaw Koah, with a boldnefs and alfurance alto-

wether unaccountable, fwimming off toward the

oat, with a white flag in his hand, I thought it

jecelfary to return this mark of confidence, and
herefore received him into the boat, though

jimedj a circumfiance which did not' tend to

blTen my fufpicions. I mull confefs I had long

^arboured an unfavourable opinion of this man.
I told him that I had come to demand the body
IjfCaptain Cook, and to declare war againft them,
jinlefs it. was infi:antly reftored. He alTured me
his iliould be done as foon as poffible, and that

^e would go himfelf for that purpofej and after

egging ^^ n^e a piece of iron, with as much af-

Drance as if nothing extraordinary had happened,
leaped into the fea, and fwam afliorc, calling

at to his countrymen that we were ail friends

^ain.

We waited near an hour with great anxiety
or his return ; during which time, the reft of
be boats had approached fo near the fhore, as to

Iter into converfation with a party of the na-
lives at fome diftance from usj by whom they
pre plainly given to underfi^and, that the body
ad been cut to pieces, and carried up the conn*

but of this circumfiance I was not informed
[11 our ret|irn to the fliips.

Alter various delays, negotiations, and hofiile

Reparations, about eight o'clock, it being very
Wk, a canoe was heard paddling toward the

ihip ',
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ihip ; and as foon as it was {een, both the fentK
nels on deck fired into it. There were two per^

fons in the canoe, and they immediately roard
out " Tinnee/' (which was the way in whict
they pronounced ray name) and faid they were
friends, and had fomething for me belonging tc

Captain Cook. When they came on board, thc\

threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared t\\

ceedingly frightened. Luckily neither of diet

was hurt, notwithftanding the balls ofboth piece

had gone through the canoe. One of them waj

the perfon who conftantly attended Captain Cool

with the circumftances of ceremony already de-j

fcribedj and who, though a man of rank in the

iflaud, could fcarcely be hindered from performJ

ing for him the loweft offices ofa menial fervantj

After lamenting with abundance of tears, thelof

of the Orono, he told us that he had brought

a part of his body. He then prefented to us

fhiall bundle wrapped up in cloth, which he

brought under his armj and it is impoffibie tc

defcribe the horror which feized us on finding ii

it a piece of human flelh, about nine or tei

pounds weight. Tl is, he faid, was all that re-j

mained of the body ; that the reft was cut to

pieces and burnt j but that the head and all the

bones, except what belonged to the trunk, wer^

in the poflelEon of Terreeoboo and the otheJ

carees; that what we faw had been allotted td

Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, to be made.ufe ol

in fome religious ceremony, and that he had i'eii/

It as a proof of his innocence and attachment tousJ

This afforded an opportunity of informing curl

felves whether they were cannibris, and we di(|

|lot negle^ it. They immediately ihewed

luch Uorror %i the idea as any jEuropean wduIiI
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liave done; and aiked, very naturally, if that

vas the cullom amongft us? Th.y afterwards

liked us, with great earnellnefs and apparent ap-

prehenfion, " when the Orono would come again,

and what he would do to them on his return?"

The fame enquiry was frequently made after-

wards by othersj and this idea agrees with the

general tenor of their condu6t towards him,

which fhewed that they confidered him as a being

«f a fuperior nature.

We prefled our two friendly vifiters to remain
onboard till morning, but in vain. They told us

that if this tranfaction fhould come to the know-
ledge of the king or chiefs, it might be attended

with the moft fatal confequences to their whole
[ocietyj in order to prevent which, they had been

lobliged to come oft' to us in the dark, and the

janje precaution would be necelfary in returning,

fhore. They infornx^d us farther, that the?

jdiiefs were eager to -revenge the death of their

luntrymen j and particulfrly cautioned us againlt

|trufting Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal

;

d implacable enemy, and defired nothing more
irdently than an opportunity of fighting us.

We learned from thefe men, that feventeen of»

eir countrymen were killed in the firft adion
tKowrowa, of whom live were chiefs; and tha4

[aneena and his brother, our very particulat

rlends, were unfortunately of that number,
ight, they faid, were killed at the obfervatory^

ree of whom were alfo of the firft rank.

During the remainder of this night, vire heard
ud howling and latnentations. Early in the:

rning we received another viiit from Koah. X
uft confefs, I was a little piqued to find that,^

twithftanding the moft evident marks of trea-^

Vot. Vll. A a cheif.
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cheiy in his conduft, and the pofitive teftlmonyl

of our friends the priefts, he (liould ftill be per-

mitted to carry on the fame farce, and to make
us appear to be the dupes of his hypocrify. In-

deed our lituation was become extremely awk-
ward and unpromifingj none of the purpoles for

which this pacific courfe of proceeding had been

adopted having hitherto been in tlie lealt forward-

ed by it.

This day a man had the audacity to come with-

1

in mulket-ihot, ahead of the iliip j and, after flinT,

!

ing feveral Hones at us, he waved Captain Cook's!

hat over his head, vvhilft his countrymen on lliorej

were exulting, and encouraging his boldnels.

Our people were all in a flame at this infult, aiid,|

coming- in a body on the quarter-deck, begged
j

they m\^^ht no longer be obliged to put up with

thefe repeated provocations; and requefted raetol

obtain permilhon for them, from Captain Clerke,]

to avail themfelves of the firft fair occalion of re-

venging the death of their commander. On my I

acquainting him with what was palling, he gave
j

orders for fonie great guns to be fired at the na-

tives on fhore; and promifed the crew, that if|

they iliould meet with any mGleftacion at the wa-

tering-place, the next day, they fhould then bc|

left at liberty to chatlife them.
It is fomewhat remarkable, that before we I

could bring our guns to bear, the iflanders had

fufpe6ted our intentions, from the ftir they faw in

the fhip, and had retired behind their houk- and

walls. We were therefore obliged to fire in lomej

meafure at random; notwithftanding which, curl

Ihot produced all the efFe6ts that could havebeenl

defired. For foon after, we faw Koah paddlingl

towards us> with extreme halle, and on his arrival/
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wc learned that fome people had been killed, and
jmongft the reft, Maiha-maiha, a principal chief,

and a near relation to the king.

At night, the ufual precautions were taken for

the fecurity of the fhipsj and as foon as it was
dark, our two friends, who had vifited us the

night before, came oft* again. They aflVired us,

that though the eff'eft of our great guns this after-

noon had terrified the chiefs exceedingly, they

iKid by no means laid alide their hoftile intentions,

and advifed us to be on our guard.

The next morning, the boats of both flilps

were fent aftiore for water j and the Difcovery

was warped dole to the beach, in order to cover

that fervice. We foon found that the intelli-

gence which the priefts had fent us, was not with-

out foundation; and that the natives were refolv-

ed to take every opportunity ofannoying us, whea
it could be done without much rilk.

Throughout all this group of iflands, the vil-

lages, for the moft part, are fituated near the fea;

and the adjacent ground is inclofed with ftone

walls, about three feet high. They confift of
loofe ftones, and the inhabitants are very dexter-

ous in fliifting them, with great quicknefs, to

fach fituations as the diredion of the attack may
require, In the lides of the mountain, which
hangs over the bay, they have alfo little holes or

caves, of conlxderable depth, the entrance of
which is feciired by a fence of the fame kind.

From behind both thefe defences, the natives kept
perpetually harafling our waterers with ftones;

nor could the fmall force we had on ftiore, with
the advantage of mulkets, compel them to retreat.

In this expofed fituation, our people were fo

up in attending to their own fafety, that

A 33 they
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they employed the whole forenoon in filling onV
one tun of water. As it was therefore impoffible

to perform this fervice, till their aflailants were
driven to a greater dillance, the Difcovery was or-

dered to dillodge them with her great gunsj which
being effected by a few difcharges, the men landed
without moleftation. However, the natives foon

aft^r made their appearance again, in their ufual

mode of attack; and it w^s now found abfolutely

neceflary to burn down feme ftraggling houfes

near the wall, behind which they had taken fliel-

tcr. In executing thefe orders, I am forry to add I

that our people were hurried into a6ts of unnecef-|
fary cruelty and devaftation.

Their orders were only to burn a few ftraggling I

huts, which afforded Ihelter to the natives. We
were therefore a good deal furprifcd to fee the

whole village on iire; and before a boat, that was

fent to ftop the progrefs of the mifchief, could
|

reach the fliore, the houfes of our old and con-

ilant friends, the priefts, were all in flames. li

cannot enough lament the illnefs that confined

me on board this day. The priefts had always]

been under my proti^dion.

Several of the natives were ihot, in making I

their efcape from the flames ; and our people cut

oft-' the heads of two of them, and brought them

on board. The fate of one poor iilander was

much lamented by us all. As ho was coming to

the veil for water, he was ftiot at by one of the

maiines. The ball ftruck his calibaib, which he

immediately threw from him and fled. He was

purfued into one of the caves I have before de-

Icribed, and no lion could have defended his den

with greater courage and fiercenefs ; till, at laft,

lifter having kept two of our people at bay for

a confides
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1
1 confiderable time, he expired covered with
|\vounds.

Soon after the village was deftroyed, we faw
Icoming down the hill, a man, attended by fifteen

or twenty boys, holding pieces of white cloth^

green boughs, plantains, &c. in their hands. As
they approached nearer, it was found to be, our

much efteemed friend, Kaireekeea, who had fled

on our firft fetting fire to the village, and had
now returned, and defired to be fent on board the

ISelblution. ^

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly

Igrave and thoughtful. We endeavoured to make
Jim underftand the neceffity we were under of
Ifetting tire to the village, by which his houfe,

liind thole of his brethren, were unintentionally

coniumed. He expoilulated a little with us on
lour want of friendihip, and on our ingratitude.

JAnd, indeed, it was not till now that we learnt

Ithe whole extent of the injury we had done them,
iHe told us that, relying on the promifes I had
Imade them> and the affurances they had after-f

prds received from the men, who had brought
lis the remains of Captain Cooki they had not
Jremoved their effeds back into the country, with
jtlie rell of the inhabitants, but had put every
tiling that was valuable of their own, as well as

Hiat they had colle6ted from us, into a houfe
Iclofe to the niqrai, where they had the mortifica'-

[ion to fee it all fet on fire by ourfelves,

On coming on board, he had {een the heads of
|iis countrymen lying t)n the decki at which he
ras exceedingly fliocked, and defired with great

^rneftnefs that they might be thrown over-board.
i^liis requeft Captain Gierke inftantljr ordered tq

^

cppiplicd with.

A a a la
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In the evening, the watering party returnedon
board, having met with no farther interruption.

We paifed a gloomy night j the cries and lament-
ations we heard on Ihore being far more dreadful

than ever. Our only confolation was, the hope I

that we fhould have no occafion, in future, feral

repetition of fuch feverities.

The natives being at laft convinced that it was I

not the want of ability topunifli them, which had

hitherto made us tolerate their provocations, de-l

lifted from giving us any farther moleftation j and

in the evening, a chief called Eappo, who had

feldom vifited us, but whom we kne^y to be a man
of the very firll confequence came with prefents|

from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe pre-

fents were received, and he was difmiffed with]

the fame anfwer which had before been given,

that until the remains of Captain Cook ihould be|

reftored, no peace would be granted. We learn-

ed from this perfon, that theflefhof all the bodies I

of our people, together with the bones of the

trunks, had been burnt; that the limb bones of|

the marines had been divided amongH the infe-

rior chiefs j and that thofe of Captain Cook hadl

been difpofed of in' the following manner : thel

head, to a great chief, called Kahoo-opeon j the

hair to Maia-maia; and the legs, thighsj and arms]

to Terreeoboo,
Between ten and eleven o'clock, on the 20th,|

we faw a great number of people defcending fhe|

hill, which is over.the beach, in a kind of procef-

•fion, each man carrying a fugar-qane or two on

his ihoulders, and bread-fruit, tafo, and plantains]

in his hand. They were preceded by two drum-

mers ; who, when they came to the water-iide,|

Ikt down,by a white flag, and began to bea,t their

drumSi
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hromsi while tliofc who had followed them, ad-
IfaDced one by one; and having depofited the

Ipreretits thejr had brought, retired in the fame
(order. Soon after, Eappo came in fight> in his

ig feathered cloak, bearing fomething with
Ivreat folemnity in his hands) and having placed

bimfelf on a rock^ he made Hgns for a boat to be
Ifent him.

Captain Gierke, conje6fcuring that he had
Ibrought the bones of Captain Cook, which prov-

ed to be the fa^, went himfelf in the pinnace to

receive them ; and ordered me to attend him in

the cutter. When we arrived at the beach, Eap-
po came into tlie pinnace, and delivered to the"

Icaptain the bones wrapped up in a large quanti-

Itvof fine.new cloth, and covered with a fpotted

cloak of black and white feathers. He afterward
attended us to the Refolution, but could not be
prevailed upon to go on board

j
probably not

chufing, from a fenie of decency, to be prefent at

the opening of the bundle. We found in it both
the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were
well known from a remarkable fear on one of
them, that divided the thumb from the fore-fin*

ker, the whole length of the metacarpal bone j

thelkuU, but with the fcalp feparated from it,

land the bones that form the face wanting; the
Ifcalp with the hair upon it cut ihort, and the
cars adhering to it; the ,bones of both anns>
with the Ikin of the fore-arms hanging to them ;

the thigh and leg bones joined together, but

.

without the ft^t» The ligaments of the joints

were entire
J and the whole bore evident marks

of having been in the fire, except the hands,
which had the ileih left upon them, and were cut

iiifeYeral placqs; and cnuoiaed with Mt, appa*
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rently with an intention of preferving them, The
fcalp had a cut in the back part of it, but the

ikuU was free from any fra6ture. The lover ia\

^nd feet, which were wanting^, Eappo told usj

liad be^n feized by different chiefs, and that

Terreeoboo was unng every nieans to recover

them.
The next morning, Eappo, and the king's fon,

fame on board, and brought with them the re-

inaining bones of Captain Cooli; the barrels of

his gun, his ihoes, and fome other trifles that be.

longed to him- Eappo took great pains to con-l

vince us, that Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha, aii4l

himfelf, were moil heartily delirous of peace
j]

that they had given us the moft convincing proon

of it in their power ; and' that: they had been pre-

vented from giving it fooner by the other chiefs,

many of whom were ftill our enemies. We foun4|

the cutter h^dbeen broken up,

Nothing now remained but to perform the laft I

pffices to our great and unfortunate commander,

Eappo was diimiffed with orders to taboo all the

bJiyj and, in thp aftprnoon, the bones,, having

been piit into a coffin, and the fervice read over

them, they werp conanaitt^c^jjo the deep with the

lifual military honours. AVliat our feelings were

da this opcaiion, I leave the world to conceive
^

thofe who were prefent know that it is not in

my power to exprefs them.
During the forenoon of ,the ^2d, not a canoe

wa^rfe^n paddlitig in the bayj the tabop,,.which

Eappp iad laid on it tlie day before, atburre-

queft, not being yet taken oflf, , At leng;th feappq

came qff* to us. We affured him, that we were

now entirely fatisfiect \ and that as the Orono vas

l^uried^ all renaembj^nce oi^ what had pafled was,

»vt..ul
*

' buried
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jricd with him. We afterward defired him to

ofF the taboo, and to make it known that the

ople mi^it bring their proviiions as ufual. The
liips were foon lurrounded with canoes, and ma-
lyof the chiefs came on board, exprelfing great

lirrow at what had happened, and their fatisfaC'*

at our reconciliation. Several of our friends^

bo did not viiit us, fent prefents of large hogs»

ad other proviiions. Amongil the reft came the

^d treacherous Koah, but was refufed admit*

BCe.

As we had now every thing ready for fea,

5Ut eight o'clock this evening we difmifTcd all

lie natives ; Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea^

ok an affedionate leave of us. We imniediate*

fvireighed, and flood out of the bay; The natives

rere collected on the ihore in great numbers

;

nd, as we paffed along, received our latt fare-

wls with every mark of affeftion and good-will.

We got clear of the land about ten on the 22d,
Qd hoifting in the boats, ftood to the northward.
After touching at Woahoo, where it was found
!tering would have been inconvenient, Cnptaiik

Clerke determined, without farther lofs of time,

proceed to Atooi^ On the 28th, we bore away
or that ifland, which we were in fight of by
poon ; and about fun-fet, were off its eaftern ex«
tremity.

We had no fooner anchored in our old ftation,

lian feveral canoes came along-fide of us ; but
pe could obferve, that they did not welcome uji

kitli the fame cordiality in their manner, and fa-

[isfa6tion in their countenances, as when we were
lere belbre.

Our principal objeft here was to water the
lilps with the utmoft expedition; aod I was

fent
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fent on fliore early in the afternoon. We fom
a confiderable number of people collected upc
the beach, who received us at firft with grei

kindnefs j but as foon as we had got the cailis

ihore, began to be exceedingly troublefome.

was with great difficulty I was able to form]

circle, according to our ufual practice, for tl

convenience of our trading party j and had
iboner done it, than I faw a man laying hold

the bayonet of one of the foldiers muflcets, ar

endeavouring with all his force, to wrench itoi

of his hand. This fray was occafioned by tl3

latter's having given the man a flight prick wit)

his bayonet, in order to make him keep withoi

the line.

I now perceived that our lituation require

great circumfpeAion and management j and ac

cordingly gave the llri6teft orders that no oc

iliould lire, nor have recourfe to any other aft

violence, without poiitive commands. As foe

as I had given thefe dire6lions, I was called tl

the aiJiftance of the watering party, where I founi

the natives equally inplined to mifchief. The)

had demanded from our people a large hatche

for every calH of water -, and this not being com]

,

plied with, they would not fuffer the' failors tf

ToU them down to the boats,

I had no fooner joined them, than one of th|

xlatives advanced up to me with great infoleiice

and made the fame claim. I told him that as

;

friend, I was very willing to prefenthiin with

hatchet, but that I fliould certainly carry off thj

•water, without paying any thing for it) and

immediately ordered the pinnace men to proceeij

in their bufinefs, and called three marines fion

%h^ traders to protect ti>cm,
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Though the natives continued for the moft

rt, to pay great deference and refpe6t to me,

jet they did not^ fuffer me,to efcape without con*

[ibuting my ftiare to their ftock of plunder. One
[them came up to me with a familiar air, and

Hth great management diverted my attention,

ft another, wrenching the hanger, which I

eld carelefsly in my hand, from me, ran off with

I
like lightning.

It was in vain to think of repelling this info-

tace by force 3 guarding- therefore againA its*

fe6ts, in the beft manner we were able, we had
tothing to do but to fubmit patiently to it. My
[pprehenfions were, however, a little alarmed, by

fce
information I foon after received from the

fcrgeant of marines, who told me that, turning

iiddenly round, he faw a man behind me holding

I
dagger in the pofition of ftriking. In cafe of

ireal attack, our whole force, however, advan-

ageoufly difpofed, could have made but a poor

eliftance. On the other hand, I thought it of

fome conlequence to Ihew the natives we were
nder no fears.

'

At laft we got every thing into the boats, and
knly the gunner, a feaman of the boat's crew,

[nd myielf, remained on ihore. As the pinnace

by beyond the furf, through which we were
ligcd to fwim, I told them to make the beft of

beir way to U, and that I fliould follow them.
With thisKrder I was furprifed to find them

pth refufe to coiiiply, and the confequence was a
onteft amongft us who Ihould be the laft on lliore.

|t feems that feme hatty words I had juft before

fed to the failor, which he thought refie6ted an
kis courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy ia

jiim) and the old gunner finding a point of ho-

ttour
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Hour ftarted, thought he could not well avoid tal

Ing a part in it. In this ridiculous fituatioQ

might have remained fome time, had no't our di]

pute been foon fettled by the ftones that bega

to fly about us, and by the cries of the peopj

from the boats to make hafle, as the natives we]
ibliowing U8 into the water with clubs ar

ipears« I reached the iiue of the pinnace iirl

and finding the gunner was at fome diftance b!

bind, atid tiot yet entirely out of danger, I callel

out to the marines to fire one mufket. In thl

hurry of executing my orders they fired two; ani

when I got into the boat, 1 faw the natives rur

ning aWay, and one mau with a woman fntinj

by him, left behind on the beach < The ma!

Diade fevcrdl attempts to rife, without beinl

able) and it \vas with much regret, I perceive|

liim to be wounded in the groin.

!During our abfence, Captain Gierke had beer

under the gretiteft aniiety for our fafety. Aiu

thpfe appfehetifions were confiderably increafedl

from his having entirely miflaken the drift of th(

convferfation he had held with fome natives whc

^d been on bo^rd. The frequent mention oj

the name of Captain Cook, with other flrongani

clrcumflantial defcriptions of death and deltriicj

tion» made him conclude that the knowledge oj

the unfortunate events at Owhyhee had reachec

them, and that thefe were what they alluded toj

whereas all they had in view was to make kiiowi

to him the wars tjiat had arifen, in confequeini

of the goats that Captain Cook had left at Oneehej

ow,and the flaughter of the poor goats theiufelvc,Sj|

during the ftruggle for the property of iliem.

The next mornings March 2, I was again cr-i

dcr^ji on flwye with the watering, party* The

, N rilkl
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Irillcwe had run the preceding day, determined

Captain Gierke to fend a confiderable force from
both Ihips for our guard, amounting in all to for-

ty men under arms. This precaution, however,

was now unneceffary j for we found the beach left

entirely to ourfelves, and the ground between the

landing place and the lake tabooed with fmall

white flags. We concluded, from this appear-*

ance, that fome of the chiefs had certainly vifit-

ed this quarter; and that, not being able toftay,

they had kindly and conliderately taken this ftep

Iforour greater fecurity and convenience.'

The next day we completed our watering

I

without meeting with any material difficul-^

ty. On. our return to the Ihips, we found
that feveral chiefs had been on board, and had
made excufes for the behaviour of their country-

men, attributing their riotous condu6t to the

quarrels which fubliftedat that time amonglt the

principal people of the ifland. The quarrel had
arifeii about the goats we had left at Oneeheow
the laft year ; the right of property in which was
daimed by Toneoneo, on the preLence of that
|illand's being a dependency of his.

On the 7th, we were furprifed with a vifit

Ifrom Toneoneo. WLen he heard the dowager
princefs was in the fliip, it was with great ditfi-

culty we could prevail on him to come on boards

not from any apprehenfion that he appeared to

entertain of his fafety^ but from an unwillingnefil

to fee her. Their meeting was with fulky and
lowering looks on both lides. He Itaid but a
fliort time, and feemed n'»uch deje^ed j But we
Ireraarked, with fome furprife, that the women

»

Iboth at his coming an4 going away, prodrated
Ithemrelves before him ; and that he was treated

Vol, VII. B b hf
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by all the natives on board with the refpe£l ufu-J

ally paid to thofe of his rank. Indeed it tnull
I

appear fomewhat extraordinary, that a perfon

who was at this time in a ftate of a6tual hoftili! i

ty with the oppolite party, and wasreven prepar-

ed for another battle, fliould truft himfelf almofti

alone within the power of his enemies.

' On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weigh. I

ed and failed toward Oneeheow j and at three inj

|rhe afternoon, anchored in twenty fathoms wa-

ter, nearly on thp fame fpot as in the year 1778.

On the 12th, the w^eather being moderate, the
I

jpnafter was fent to the north-weft fide of the
I

illand, to look for a more convenient place for an-

1

choring. He returned in the evening, having

found a fine bay vath good anchorage^ alfo to|

the eaftward were four fmall wells of good wa-

ter
J the road to them level, and fit for rolling

j

calks.

Being now about to leave the Sandwich Iflands,
I

it may be proper to make a few remarks. This

group confifts of eleven illands. They are called
I

by the natives j 1 . Owhyhee j 2. Mowee j 3. Ra-

nai, or Ornai ; 4. Morotinnee, or Morokinne; 5.

Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa ; 6. Morotoi, or Mo-

rokoi; 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo j 8. Atooi, Atowi,j

or Towi, and fometimes Kowi ; 9. Neeheehow,|

qr Oneeheow J 10. Oreehoua, or Reehouaj andJ

11. Tahooraj and are all inhabited, excepting

Morotinnee and Tahoora. Befides the illands
I

above enumerated, we were told by the Indians,

that there is another called Modoopapapa, or Ko-

iDodoopapapa, which is low and fandy, and viiit*

cd only foi the purpofe of catching turtle and Tea-

ii>wl.
'

\ Thcjr



CAPTAIN COOK. ' 27^
They were named by Captain Cook the Sandi

wich Jflands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich,:

under wbofe adminiftration he had enriched geo-*

graphy with fo many fplendid and important dif-

coverics.

The inhabitants of the Sandwich Illands are

undoubtedly of the fame race with thofe of New
Zealand, the Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafter

Ifland, and the Marquefas. This fad, which, ex-

traordinary as it is, might be thought futticiently

proved by the (Iriking Similarity of their manners.

and cuftoms, and the general refemblance of their

perfons, is eftablillied, beyond all controverfy, bjff^

the abfolute identity of their language.

From what continent they originally emigrat-

ed, and by what fteps thev have fpread through'

fo valt a fpace, thofe who are curious in difquiii-

tions of this nature, may perhaps not find it very

difficult to conjecture. It has been already ob-

ferved, that they bear llrorig marks of affinity to-

fome of the Indian tribes that inhabit the La-
drones and Caroline Illands j and the fame affi-

nity may again be traced amongft the Battas and
the Malays. When thefe events happened, is not
fo eafy to afcertafn ; it was probably not very

lately, as they are, extremely populous, and have
DO tradition of their own origin, but what is per-

k&\y fabulous.

The natives of thefe illands are in general^

above the middle fize, and well made. Their
complexion is rather darker than that of the Ota-
heiteans, and they are not altogether fo handfom©
apeople. However, many of both fexes had fin6

open "countenances ; and the women in particu-*

lar, had good eyes and teeth, and a fwcetnefs and
feafibility of look^ which rendered tliem very en-

B b 2 gaging.
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gaging. Their hair is of a brownifli black, and
neither uniformly llraight, like that of the Indi-i

ans ofAmerica, nor uniformly curling, asamongtt
the African negroes, but varying in this refpeft

like the hair of Europeans.

The fame fnpcriority that is obfervablc in the

perfons of the earees, through all the other

sdands, is found alfo here. Thofe whom we faw

were, without exception, perfe6tly well formed
j

whereas the lower fort, befides their general in-

feriority, are fubjc£t to all the variety of make
and figure that is feen in t|ie populace of olher

countries.

They feem to have few native difeafes among
them ; but many of the earees fufFer dreadfully

from the immoderate ufe of the ava. There is

fomething very lingular in the hillory of this

pernicious drug. When Captain Cook firft vifit-

ed the Socipty Idands, it wjis very little known
among them. On his fecond voyage, he found

the ufe of it very prevalent at IJlietea j but it had

ilill gained ycry littlp ground at Otaheite. When
we were laft there, the dreadful hayock it had

inade ^as beyond belief, infomuch that the cap-

tain fcarpe knew many of his old acquaintances.

At the Friendly Iflands, it is alfo conftantly drunk

by the chiefs, but fo much diluted with water,

that it does not appear to produce any bad ef-

fects. At Atooi alfo it is vifed with great moder-

ation, and the chiefs are, in cpnfequence, a much

finer fet of men there than in any pf the neigh-

bouring iflands. Our good friends, Kaireekeea

and old Kaoo, were perfuaded by us to refrain

from it ; and they recovered amazingly during

the Ihort time wc jiftjsrward remained ip thq

ifland. '^
Not-
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Notwitliftanding the irreparable lofs we fuf-"

Ifered from the fudden refentment and violence of

Ithefe people, yet, in juftice to their general con-

Idaft, it mult be acknowledged that they are of

the moft mild and affectionate difpolition 5 equals

||y
remote from the extreme levity and licklenefs

of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and
leferve of the inhabitants of the Friendly lilands.

iThcy appear to live in the utmoft harmony and
Ifriendihip with one another. The women, who
[lad children, were remarkable for their tender

hnd conrtant attention to them ; and the men-
Iwould often lend their afliftancc in thofe domef-*

llic offices, with a willingnefs that does credit to

Itheir feelings.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from
Ithole of the Fritndly Illes, in fuffering, almoft

iDiiiverfally, their beards to grow. There were
Indeed a few, amongit whom was the old king,

jthat cut it off entively, and others that wore it-

Illy upon the upper lip. The fame variety, in

Itlie manner of wearing the hair, is alfo ob-
Ifervable here, as among the other illanders of
Itlie South Sea j belides which, they have a fa-'

pion, as far as we know, peculiar to themfelves.

iThey cut it dole on each fide of the head down
Itothe ears.

Both fexes wear necklaces made of ftrings of
Ifmall variegated ihells j and an ornament, in the
Iform of the handle of a cup, about two inches
|long, and half an inch broad, made of wood,
Hone, or ivory, finely poilllied, which is hung:
labout the neck by fine threads of twifted hair,

Idoubled fometimes a hundred fold. Inftead of
p& ornament, fome of them wear on their bread

Bb 3 afoiaU
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a final] hutpan figure ipadp of bone, fufpended it

the fame manper.

The cudom of tatpoing the b^ody, they havi

In common with the reft of the natives of tlu

South Sea IHands j but it is only at New Ztalanc

and the Sandu ich Illands, that they tatoo the

face. They have a lingular cu(lom aniongil

thtm, the meaning of which we couh) never]

learn—that of tatooing the tip of the tongues of)

the females.

The drefs of the men generjilly confifts only of

a piece of thick cloth, called the maro, abput trr

or twelve inches broad, which they pals between

the legs, and tie round the waift. This is the com-

mon drefs of all ranks of people. Their matsj

fome of which are beautifully manufactured, an

of various iizes, but moftly about five feet long

and four broad. Thefe they throw over their

Shoulders, and bring forward before; but thej

a "e feldom ufed, except in time of war* for v^hicli]

purpofe they feem better adapted than for or-

dinary ufe, bejng of a thick and cumberfome tex-

ture, and capable o( breaking the blow of a lloiej

or any blunt weapon.
! The common drefs of the women bears a clofql

rjefemblauce to that of the men. They wra[

round the waift a piece of cloth that reaches h\i

"way dow^n the thighs, and fometimes, in \k

cool of the evening, they appeared with loole

pieces of fine cloth thrown over their (liouldersJ

like the womeq of Otaheite. The paq is anothei;

drefs very frequen|;|y worn by the younger part of

tht fex. It is made of the thinneft and linef

fort of clo h, wrapt feveral times round thewaift,|

and defcending to the leg, fo as to h^ve the ap-j

pearance of a lull iliort petUcoat.
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The way of fpending their time appears to be
very iimple, and to admit of little variety. They
rile with the fun, and, after enjoying the cool of

the evening, retire to rell a few hours after fun-

fa. The making of canoes a^id mats forms tho

qccupations of the earces ; the womep are eni-

ployed in manufaduring cloth, and the towtows

are principally engaged in the plantations an4
filhing.

Their mulic is of a rude kind» having neither

flutes nor rpeds, nor inftruments of any other £nr\

tliat we law, except drums of various iizes. But
their ibngs, which they fung in parts, and accom-
pany with a gentle motion of the arms> in the

fame manner as the Friendly lilanders, had a ve-

ry plealing effect.

The people of thefe iilands are mapifeftly di-

vided into three clalfes. The firft are the earees,

(jr chiefs, of each diflridt ', one of whom is fupe-

rior to the reft, ancj is called at Owhyhee earee-r

taboo, and earee-moee. By the firft of thefe

words they exprefs his abfolute authority; and
and by the latter, all are obliged to proftrate

themfelves (or put themfelyes to lleep, as the word
fignilies) in his prefence. The fecond clafs arc

thofe who appear to enjoy a right of property,

without authority. The third are the towtows,
or fervants, who have neither rank nor property.

The chiefs exercife their power over one an-
Qther in the moft haughty and oppreltive manner.
Of this I lliall give two inttances. A chief of
the lovycr order had behaved with great civility

to one of our oncers ; and in return, I carried

him on board, and introduced him to Captaini

Cook, who invited iiim to dine with us. While
we were at table, Pareea, who was chief of a f«-

'

'
' P^"^
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perior order, entered, whofe face but too plainly

manifefled his indignation at feeing our gueft in

fo honourable a fituation. He immediately Iciz-

ed him by the hair of the head, and was proceed-

ing to drag him out of the cabin, when the cap-

tain interfered; and, after a deal of altercation,

all the indulgence we could obtain, without com-
ing to a quarrel with Pareea, was, that our gueft

iliould be fufFered to remain, being feated upon
the floor, whilft Pareea filled hi« place at the ta-

ble. At another time, when Terreeoboo firft

came on board the Rcfolution, Maiha-maiha,
who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turn-

ed him out of the Ihip in the moft ignominious
manner.
The religion of thefe people refembles, in moft

of its principal features, that of the Society and

Friendly Illands. Their morais, their whattas,

tlieir idols, their facrifices, and their facred fongs,

all of which they have in common with each

other, are convincing proofs, that their religious

notions are derived from the fame fource.

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orona,

•with all its honours, was given to Captain Cookj

amd it is alfo certain that they regarded us, gene-

rally, as a race of people fuperior to themfelves;

andufed often to fay, that the great Eatooa dwell-

ed in our country.

Human facrifices are more frequent here, ac-

cording to the account of the natives themfelves,

than in any other iflands we vifited. Thefe hor-

rid rites are not only had recourfe to upon the

commencement of war, and preceding great bat-

tles, and other fignal enterprifes ; btit the death

of any confiderable chief calls for a facrilice of

one or more towtows^ according to hia rank^

and
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Le were told that men were dtftined to fuiFer on

llbe death of Terrecoboo.

To this clafs of their cufloms may alfo be re-

Ifetred that of knocking out their fore-teeth, as a

Ipropitiatoiy facrifice to the Eatooa, to avert -any

lianger or milchief to which they might be ex?

Ipofed.

I
On the 15th of March, at feven irt the morn-

m, we weighed anchor, and pafUng to the north

lofTahoora, ftood on to the fouth-weft. On the

bd, the wind, which had been moderate for fome
ItiiDe, frcfliened and increafed to a firong gale,

khich fplit fome of our-old fails, and made the

liuDning rigging very frequently give way. This
kalelafted twelve hours j it then became more mo-?

peratCj and continued fo till the 25th atnoon,when
|ffe entirely loft it, and had only a very light air.

On the 30th, the winds and unfettlcd ilate of
lllie weather induced Captain Gierke to alter his

Iplan, and at fix m the evening, we began to fteer

Morth-weft, which we continued till the 6th of

JApril, when we loft the trade wind.
The ftanding orders, eftabliihed by. Captaia

[Cook, of airing the bedding, placing fires between
decks, wafliing them with Vinegar, and fmoking
hem with gunpowder, were obferved without

lany intcrmiffion. For fome time paft, even the
pperation of mending the failors old jackets had
ifen into a duty both of difficulty and import-
ince. It may be neceflary to inform thofe who
^re unacquainted with the habits of feamen, that
hey are fo accuftomed in fliips of war to be di»

[eded in the care of themfelves by their officers,

hat they lofe the very idea of fore-fight, and con-
|rad the thoughtlcflhefs of infants. I am fure

!)at if our people had bepn left to their own dif-^
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cretion alone, we fliould have had the whole cre\

naked, before the voyage had been half finiihedl

It was natural to expert that their experience!

daring our voyage to the north, laft year, woulr
have made them i'enlible of the neceflity of pay!

ing fome attention to thefe matters ; but if i\ic|]

reflections ever occurred to them, their impreflion

was fo tranfitory, that upon our return to thj

tropical cllnfiates, their fur jackets, and the re(

of their cold country clothes, were kicked abouj

the decks as things of no value; though it wa]

generally known, in both fhips, that we were tc

make another voyage towards the pole. Thel
were of courfe picked up by the officers ; and bel

ing put into calks, reftored about this time to tij

owners.

On the 12th, the wind c?.me gradually roum

to the eaft, and increafed to a ftrong gale. Evei

fince we left the Sandwich Illands, we had b«ei]

incommoded by a leak, which made twelve inchej

of water every hour j but as we had always beer

able to keep it under with the hand-pumps, it gavi

us no great uneafii}efs, till the 13th, when we wer^

greatly alarmed by a fudden inundation thatdeJ

luged the whole i'pace between decks. The water]

which had lodged in the coal-hole, not finding;

fufficicnt vent into the well, had forced up th^

platforms over it, and in a moment fet even

thing afloat. Our fltuation w'as indeed exceed]

ingiy diftreflSng j nor did we immediately fee anj

means of relieving ourfelves. As foon as a paf

age was made for it, the greateft part of thd

water emptied itfelf into the well, and enable(|

us to get oat the reft with buckets. Butth^

leak was now fo much increafed, that we wer^

obliged to keep one half of the people conftantlj

pumpiiij
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hamping and baleing till the noon of the 15th.

|Our men bore, with great cheerfulneis, this excef-

[five fatigue, which was much increafed by their

having no dry place toileepinj and on this account

ke began to ferve their full allowance of grog.

As we were now approaching the place where

II great extent of land is faid to have been feen

bv De Gama, we were glad of the opportunity

Iwhich the courfe we were fleering gave, of con-

Itributing to remove the doubts, if any Ihould be

Ijlill entertained, relative to this pretended difco-

hery. After Handing off and on, the whok of

llhisday, without feeing any thing of the land,

ke again fleered to the northward, not thinking

it worth our while to lofe time in fearch of an

lobjeft, the opinion of whofe exiftence had been

jtlieady pretty generally exploded.

The fudden alteration from the fultry heat

khich we felt the beginning of this month, to the

ktreme cold which we now experienced, wag
jittended with great inconvenience to us.

On the 21 ft, we faw a whale and a land-bird
j

land in the afternoon, the water looking muddy,
Iwe founded, but got no ground with a hundred

m forty fathoms of line. During the three

preceding days we faw large flocks of wild-fowl,

a fpecies refembling ducks. This is ufually

onlidered as a proof of the vicinity of land j but
Ife had no other (igns of it fince the iSth, in

rhlch time we had run upwards of a hundred and
ffty leagues.

On the 22d, the cold was exceedingly fovere,

ndthe ropes were fo frozen, that it was with dif-

jicuky we could force them through the blocks.

On the 23d, at lix in the morning, the land

ppear^d in mouotauis covgied with fnow^ and

2
,

extending
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extending from north-ealt to fouth-weft, a hiffj

conical rock, bearing fouth-weft, at three or fo?

leagues diftance. We had no Iboner taken thj

im^erfeft view, than we were covered with
thick fog. As foon as the weather cleared ur

we flood in to make a nearer view of the lane

and a more difmal and dreary profpeiSt I nev(

beheld. The cOaft appears ftraight and uniforr

having no inlets or bays -, the ground from th]

fhore, rifes in hills of a moderate elevation, be

hind which are ranges of mountains, whofe luii

mits were loft in the clouds. The whole fccnl

was entirely covered with fnow, except the lide

of fome of the cliffs, which rofe too abruptly frorj

tlie fea for the fnow to lie upon them.

The wind continued blowing very ftrong fror

the north-eaft, with thick hazy weather and flee

from the 24th till the 28th. The iliip appearel

to be a complete mafs of icej the ,lliiouds wer|

fo incrufted with it, as to meafure in circumfe

rence more than double their ulual lizej and, ij

fhort, the experience of the oldeft feaman amon]

us had never met with any thing like the coutij

nued ihowers of fleet, and the extreme coif

which we now encountered.

On the 28th, in the morning, the weather at la(

cleared, and the wind fell to a light breeze fror

the fame quarter as before. We had a fine wari]

day, and as w6 now began to expedt a thaw, th|

men were employed in breaking the ice frpm o|

the rigging, mafts, and fails, in order to preveiJ

its falling on our heads. About three in thj

afternoon, a fair wind fprung up from the foutl

ward, with which we flood in for Awatlka Ba)|

Having pafled the mouth of the bay, w:hich

about four miles long* we opened a large circula

bafol
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l^afon of twenty-five miles in circumference} and

at balfpafl four^ came to an anchor in iix fathoms

water. We examined every corner of the bay

with our glafles, in fearch of the town of St. Petet

[and St. Paul} which, according to the accounts

given us at Oonala{hka> we had conceived to be

a place of fome ftrength and confideration. At
length we difcovered, on a narrow point of the

land, to the north north-eaft, a few miferable log-

boufes and fome conical huts, railed on poles,

amounting in all to about thirty ; which, from^

their iituation, notwithflanding all the refpe6t we
wifhed to entertain for a Ruffian oilrog, we were
under the neceffity of concluding to be Petro-

paulowlka. However, in juftice to the generous

aud h'^Cpitable treatment we found here, I fliall

beg leave to anticipate the reader*s curiolity, by
alluring him that our difappointment proved to be

more of a laughable than a ferious nature. For
in this wretched extremity of the earth, barri-

caded with ice, and covered with fummer fnow,

jin apoor miferable port, we met with feelings of

humanity, joined to a greatnefs of mind, which
would have done honour to any nation or climate.

During the night much ice drifted by us with
the tide, and at day-light I was fent with the boats

to examine the bay, and deliver the letters we
had brought from Oonalalhka to the Ruffian com-
Iniander.

As we approached, we obferved a few men
huriying backward and forward, and prefentjy

j

after a fledge drawn by dogs, with one of the

[inhabitants in it, came down to the fea-fide op-
pofite to us. Whilft we were gazing at this un-
uliial iight, and admiring the great civility of this

ilranger, which we imagined had brought him
Vol. VII. C c to



to oar afliftance, the man, after viewing us fori

fome time very attentively, turned fhort round,

and went off witli great fpeed towards the oftroo-J

We were not leis chagrined than difappointed at

this abrupt departure, as we began to find our

journey over the ice attended not only with great

difficulty, but even with danger.

When we were within a quarter of a mile of

the oftrog, we perceived a body of armed mea
marching towards us, confifting of about thirty'

foldiers, headed by a decent looking perfon, with

9L cane, in his hand. He halted within a fcvr

yards of us, and drew up his men in a martial
I

and good order. I delivered to him Ifmyloft's

letters, and endeavoured to make him underftand,

as well as I could (though I afterwards found ia

vain,) that we were Englifli, and had brought'

them papers from Oonalafhka. After having

examined us attentively, he began to conduct us

towards the village in great fileiice and folemnityyl

frequently halting his men to form them in dif-

ferent manners, and make them perform leveral

parts of their manual exercife.

At length we arrived at the houfe of the com-

maoding officer of the p:irty, into which we were

!

iilheredj and after no fmall tlir in giving orders,

and difpofing of the military without doors, our

lioft made his appearance, accompanied by another

perfon, whom we underftood to be the fecretary

pf the port. One of IfmylofTs letters was now

opened, and the other fent off by a fpecial mef-

ienger, to Boleheretlk, a town on the weft (ide of I

ithe peninfula of Kamtfchatka, where the Ruiiian
[

commander of this province ufually reiides.

The officer, in whole houfe we were at prefent

!

^t€irt<iined, was a i^rgeant, and the commander
of
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oftbeoftrog. Nothing could exceed the kind-

nefs and hospitality of his behaviour, after he had
recovered from the alarm occalicned by our ar-

rival. We found the houfe infufferably hot, but
exceedingly neat and cleau. After I had chang-

ed my wet clothes, which the fergeant's civility

enjibled me to do, by furnilhing me with a com-
plete fuit of his own, we were invited to lit down
to dinner, which I have no doubt was the beft he
could procure ; and, confidering the (liortnefs of
time he had to provide it, was managed with
fome ingenuity. The fergeant's wife brought in

feveral dilhes herfelf, and was not permitted to

£t down at table. Having tinilhed our repalt,

during which it is hardly neceflary to remark
that our converiation was confined to a few bows,

and other ligns ofmutual refpe6t, we endeavoured
to open to our hoit the caufe and objefts of our
fifit to this port. As IfmylofF had probably
written to them on the fame fubje^ in the letters

we had before delivered, he appeared very readily.

to conceive our meaning j but as there was unfor-

tunately no one in the place that could talk any
other language except iUiflian or Kamtfchadale,
we found the utmoft dithculty in comprehending
the information he! n^ant to convey to us. After

fome time fpent in thefe endeavours to under-
(iand one another, we conceived the fum of the

intelligence we had procured to be, that though
DO fupply, either of provifions or naval llores

were to be had at this place, yet that thefe arti-

cles were in great plenty at Bolcheretik. That
the commander would moli: probably be very

willing to give us what we wanted} but that, till

the fergeant had received orders frbm him, nei-

Cca tlier
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ther be nor his people, nor the natives^ could ereii

•yenture to go on board the (hip.

. It was now time for us to take our Jeavej and
a fledge, drawn by five dogs, with a driver, was
immediately provided for each ofoqr party. The
failors were highly delighted with this mode of]

conveyance ; and what diverted them ftill more
vras, that the two boat-hook§ had alfo a fledge

appropriated to themfelves. Thcfe fledges are To

light, and their conftrudion fo well adapted to

the purpofes for which they are intended, that

they went with great expedition, and perfefik

fafety over the ice, which it would have been im-

poflible for us, with all our caution, to have paffed

pn foot.

On our return, we found the boats towing the

fliip towards the village ; and at feven we got

dofe to the ice, and«moored. Next morning the

carpenters were fet to work to flop the leak, which

had given us fo much trouble during our laft run.

Several of our gentlemen paid their vilits to the

fergeant, by whom they were received with great

civility
i and Captain Gierke fent him two bottles

of rum, which he underftood would be the moll

acceptable prefent he could make hira, and receiv-

ed in return fome fine fowl* of the groufe kind,

and twenty trouts.

The following morning, on our obferving two

fledges drive into the village, Captain Gierke fent

me on ihore, to enquire whether any mefl'age was

arrived from the commander of Kamtfchatka,

which, according to the fergeant's account, might

now be expe6ted, in confequence of the intelii*

gence that had been fent of our arrival. Bol-

pheretfc by the iifual route, \s about one hun-

dred
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elrctl atid thirty-five En^lifli miles from St. Peter

and St. Paul's. Our dilpatclics were fcBl off in a
fledge drawn by dogs, on the 29th, about noon.
And the anfwer arrived, as we afterwards found,

early this nciorningj fo that they were only a little

more than three days and a half in performing a
journey of two hundred and feventy miles.

1 he return of the commander's anfwer was,

however, coacoaled from us for the prefent j and
I was told, on my arrival at the fergcnnt's, that

we fliould hear from him the next day.

About ten o'clock next forenooa, we faw feve-

ral fledges driving down to the edge of the ice,

and fent a boat to condu6t the perfons who were
in them on board. One of thefe was a Ruffian

merchant from Bolcheretlk^named Fedolitfch,and

the other a German, called Port, who had brought

a letter from Major Behra, the commander of
Kanitfchatka, to Captain Gierke. When they

got to the edge of the ice, and faw dilHnftly the

ixe of the ihips, whiich lay within about two
hundred yards from them, they appeared to be
exceedingly alarmed; and before they would ven-

ture to eqabark, defired two of our boat's crew
might be left on flaore as hoftages for their fafety.

We afterwards found that Ifmyloff, in his letter

to the commander, had mifreprefented us, for*

what reafons we could not conceive, as two fmall

trading boats ; and that the fergeant, who had
only feen the ihips at a diftance, had not, in hia

difpatches, rc6tified the miftake.

When they arrived on board, we ftill foundy

from their cautious and timorous behaviour, that

they were under fome unaccountable apprehen-«

iions; andan uncommon degree of fatisfadion-

wa& Ytfiblein their countenances^ on the German

V

C c 3 finding
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finding a perfon amongft us, with whom he
could converfe. This was Mr. Webber, who
fpoke that. language exceedingly well. Mr. Port

being introduced to Captain Gierke, delivered to

him the commander's letter, which was written

in German, inviting him and his officers to Bol«

cheretlk. Mr. Port, at the fame time acquainted

him, that the major had conceived a very wrong
idea of the iize of the fliips, and of the fervice

we were engaged inj Ifmyloff, in his letter,

having reprefented us as two fmall Englilh pac-

ket boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard

;

insinuating, that he fufpeded us to be no better

than pirates.

Being now enabled to converfe with the Ruf-

fians, by the aid of our interpreter, our firft en-

quiries were dire6led to the means of procuring

a fupply of frefli provifions and naval (lores;

from the want of which we had been for fome
time in great diftrefs. On enquiry, it appeared

that the whole ftock of live cattle,^ which the

country about the bay could furnilh, amounted
only to two heifers; and thefe the fergeant very

readily promifed to procure ns. Our applications

were next made to the merchant, but we found

the terms, upon which he offered to ferve us, fo

exorbitant, that Captain Clerke thought it ne-

ceflary to fend an officer to vifit the commander
at Boicheretlk, and to enquire into the price of

llores at that place.

Captain Clerke having thought proper to fix

on me for this fervice, J received orders, together

with Mr. Webber, who was to accompany me as

an interpreter, to be ready to fet out the next day.

Captain Gore was now added to our party, and

Vc were attendee! by Meffrs. Port and Fedofitfch,
'

With
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with two CoiTacks, and were provided by our
conductors with warm furred clothipg ; a pre-

caution which we foon found very necelfary, at

it began to fnow brlfkly jufl after we fet out.

On the morning of the fecond day, we were
met by the Toion, or Chitf of Kara chin, who
had been apprized of our coiuing, and had pro-

vided canoes that were lighter, and better con*

trived for navigating the higher parts of the ri-

ver Awatflca. We now went on very rapidly, the

toion*s people being both flout and frelh, and
remarkable for their expertnefs in this bulinefs.

At ten we got to the oftrog, the feat of his com-
mand, where we were received at the water-fide

by the Kamtfchadale men and women, and ibme
Ruilian fervants belonging to Fedofitfch, who
were employed in making canoes. They were all

drefled out in their beft clothes.

This oftrog was pleafantly fituated by the fide

of the river. We were conduced to the dwell-

ing of the toion, who was a plain decent man,
born of a Ruflian woman by a Kamtfchadale fa-

ther. His houfe, like all the reft in this coun-
try, was divided into two apartments. A long
narrow table, with a bench round it, was all the

furniture we faw in the outer ', and the houfe-f

hold fluff of the inner, which was the kitchen,

was not lefs fimple and fcanty. But the kind
attention of our holl, and the hearty welcome
we received, more than compenfated for the po-
verty of his lodgings.

Whilii we were at dinner in this miferable

hut, the guefts of a people, with whofe exiftenee

we had before been fcarcely acquainted, and at

the extremity of the habitable globe, a folitary

half-worn pewter fpoon, whof<? (hape was fami-
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Jiar to us, attra6ted our attention j and on exa-

minntion wc found it ftamped on the back with'

, the word London. I cannot pafs over this cir-

cumftanGe in filenee, out of gratitude for the

many plenfant thoughts, the anxious hopes, and

tender rcmei^nbrances it excited in us. Tboftj

who have experienced the effects, that long ab-

fence and extreme diftanee from their native

country produce on the mmd, will readily on-
u^ive the pleafure fuch trifling incidents caji i^ive.

"We were now to quit the river, and perform

the next part of our journey on fledges.

After walking about the village, which con-

tained nothing retTiiarkahle> wc returned to fup-

per, and afterwards took ^ fhort repofe ; but we
were foon awakened by the melancholy bowlings

of the dogs, which continued all the time our

baggage was luibing upon the Hedges; but as

foon as they w&re yoked, and we were all pre-

pared to fet out, this changeci into a )ight cheer-

ful yelping, which entirely ceafed the inftant

they marched off. Thefe dogs are in ihape

fomewhat like the Pomeranian breeds but coniit

dcrably larger.

As we did not chufe to truft to our own fliill,

we had each of us a man to drive and guide the

fledge, which, from the ftate the roads were noW
in, proved a very laborious bulinefs. I had a

very good-humoured Coflack to attend me, who
was, however, fo very unfkilful in his bulinefs, that

we were overturned almoft every minute, to tho

great entertainnlent of the rett of the company.
Our party confifted, in all, of ten fledges. That
in which Captain Gore was carried, was made of

two laihed together, and abundantly provided

with furs and bear ikias^ it had tea dogs^ yoked

four
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ibnr abreaft; as had alfo foroe of thofe that

were heavy laden with baggage.
When we had proceeded about four miles, it

began to rain j which, added to the darknefs of
the night, threw us all into confufion. It <vas,

at laft, agreed that we lliould remain where we
were till day-light ; and, accordingly, wrapping
ourfelves up in our furs, we waited patiently for

morning. About three o'clock we were called

on to fet out, our guides being apprehenfive that

if we waited longer, we might be flopped by the

thaw, and neither be able to proceed nor to re-

turn. After encounteringi many difficulties,

which were principally, occafioned by the bad
condition of the road, at two in the afternoon

we got fafe to an oiirog, called Natcheekin.
We were received here in the lame hofpitable

manner as at Karatchin, and in the afternoon we
went to vifit a remarkable hot fpring which is

near this village. We faw, at feme diftance, the

fleam rifing from it, as from a boiling caldron j

and as we approached, perceived the air had a

ilrong fulphureous I'raell. The main fpring forms
.a bafon of about three feet in ^diameter j befides

which, there are a number of lelfer fprings, of
the fame degree of heat, in the adjacent ground;
fo that the whole fpot, to the extent of near an
acre, was fo hot, that we could not ftand two
minutes in the fame place. The water flowing
from thefe fprings is colle<^ed in a fmall bathing
pond, and afterward forms a little rivulet

;

which^ at the diftance of about a hundred and
fifty yards, falls into the river. The bath, they

told us, had wrought great cures in feveral difor-

ders, fuch as rheumatifms, fwellcd and cpntrad-
cd joints, and fcorbutic ulcers,

The
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The next morning we embarked on the Bol-

choircka in canoes. The conntry on each fide

^as very romantic, but unvaried j tht river run-

ning between mountains of the moft craggy and
barrfen afpeft, where there was nothing to diver-

fity the fcene, but now and then the fight of a

bear, and the flights of wild-fowl.

At day-light, on the 12th, we found we had
got clear of the mountains, and were entering

a low, exten five plain, covered with fhrubby

trees. About nine in the forenoon we arrived

at an oftrog, called Opatchin, which is computed
to be fifty miles from Nateheekin, and is nearly

of the fame fize as Karatchin. We found here a

fergeant with four Ruflian foldiers, who had
been two days waiting for our arrival ; and who
immediately difpatched a light boat to Bolche-

retik with intelligence of our approach. The
i^emainder of our palfage was performed with

great facility and expedition, the river growing
more rapid as we defended, and lefs obftru6ted

by Ihoals.

As we approached the capital, we were forry

to obferve, from an appearance of much ftir and
buttle, that we were to be received in form.

Decent clothes had been, for fome time, a

fcarce commodity amongft us; and our travel-

ling drclfes were made up of a burlcfque mix-

ture of European, Indian, and Karntfchadale

faftiions. The manner in which we were re-

ceived by the commander was the moil engaging

that could be conceived, and increafed my mor-
tification at finding, that he had almoft entirely

forgotten the French language ; fo that the fatif-

fadion of converfing with him was wholly con-

fined
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fined to Mr. Webber, who fpoke the German^
his native tongue.

In conipany with Major Behm was Captain
Shmaleff, the fecond in command, and another

ofHcer, with the whole body of the merchants of
the place. Ihey condnSed us to the command-
er's hcuTe, where we were received by his Jady

with great civility, and found tea and other re-

frefl ments prepared for us. ,

About feven o'clock, the commander, conceiv-

ing we might be fatigued with our journey, and
defirons of taking fome repofe, begged he m.ight

conduct us to onr lodgings. In our way we
palled by two guard-houfes, where the men were
turned out under arms, in compliment to Cap-
tain Gore J and were afterward brought to a

very neat and decent houfe, which the major
gave us to underfiand was to be our rcfidence

during our (lay. Two fentinels were pofted at

the door j and, in a houfe adjoining, there was a

fergeant's guard. Here the major took his leave,

with a promife to fee us next day.

Early in the morning, we received the compli-

ments of the commander, of Captain Shmaleff,

and of the principal inhabitants of the town,

who all honoured us with vilits foon after. The
two firll having fent for Port, after we were
gone to reft, and enquired of him, what articles

we feemed to be moll in want of on board the

iliipsj we found them prepared to infift on our

iliaring with the garrifon under their command,
in what little flock of provifions they had re-

maining.
We agreed to accept the liberality of thefc

hofpitable ftrangers, with the beft grace we
could j but on condition^ tliat we might be made

^cqua'uited
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acquainted with the price of the articles we,
were to be fupplied with; and that Captain
Clerke fhould give bills to the amount upon the
Vidualling Office in London. This the major
pofitively refufed; and whenever it was after-

ward urged, flopped us ihort, by telling us, he
was certain, that he could not oblige his miftrefs

more, than in giving every affiftance in his power
to her good friends and allies the Engliih,

In return for fuch lingular generofity, we had
little to beftow but our admiration and our
thanks. Fortunately, however, Captain Clerke

had fent by me a fet of prints and maps, belong-

ing to the laft voyage of Captain Cook, which
he defired me to prefent in his name to the com-
mander ; who, being an enthuliall in every thing

relating to difcoveries, received it with a fatif-

fa6tion which fhewed that, though a trifle, no-

thing could have been more acceptable. Captain

Clerke had likewife entrufted me with a difcre-

tionary power, of fliewing him a chart of the

difcoveries made in the prefent voyage ; and as I

judged, that a perfon in his fltuation, and of his

turn of mind, would be exceedingly gratified by

a communication, of this fort,^I made no fcruple

to repofe in him a confidence, of which his whole
condu6t fliewed him to be deferving.

I had the pleafure to find, that he felt th's

compliment as I hoped he would, and was much
ftruck at feeing in one view, the whole of that

coatt, as well on the fide of Afia as on that of

America, of which. his countrymen had been lb

many years employed in acquiring a partial and

imperfe6t knowledge.
We dined this day at the commander's, who,

ftudious on every occafion to gratify our euriofi-

ty,
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ty, had, bcfides a number of diihes drefled in our

own way, prepared a great variety of others,

after the Ruilian and Kamtfchadale manner.

The afternoon was employed in taking a view of

the town, and of the adjacent country. Bolche-

rctik is lituated in a low fwampy plain^ that ex-

tends to the fea of Okotlk, being about forty

miles long, and of a coniiderable breadth. It

lies on the north fide of the Bolchoi-reka, (or

great river). Below the town, the river is from
fix to eight feet deep, and about a quarter of a

mile broad. There is no corn, of any fpecies,

cultivated in this part of the country ; and Major
Behm informed me, that his was the only garden

that had yet been planted. I faw about twenty

or thirty cows } and the major had fix llout

horfes. Thefe, and their dogs, are the only tame
animals they pofTefs.

The houfes in Bolcheretflc are all of one fafhion,

being built of logs and thatched. That of the

commander is much larger than the reft, confin-

ing of three rooms of a confiderable fize, neatly

papered, and which might have been reckoned
handfome, if the talc, with which the windows
were covered, had not given them a poor and
difagreeable appearance. The inhabitants, taken
all together, amount to between five and fix

hundred.

The next morning we applied privately to the

merchant Fedofitfch, to purchafe fome tobacco

for the failors, who had been upward of a twelve-

month without this favourite commodity. How-
ever, this, like all our other tranfa6tions of the

fame kind, came immediately to the major's

knowledge ; and we were foon after furprifed to

liiid, in our houfe, four bags of tobacco, weigh-
VoL. Yll. Dd ing
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ing upward of a hundred pounds each, which ht
begged might be prefented in the name of him-
felf, and the garrifon under his command, to our
faili»rs. At the fame time, they had lent us
twenty loaves of fine fugar, and as many pounds
of tea, being articles they underllood we were in

great want of, which they begged to be indulged

in prefenting to the officers. Along with thefe,

Madame Behm had alfo fent a prefent for Cap-
tain Gierke, confifting of freili butter, honey,

figs, rice, and fome other little things of the

lame kind, attended with mrny wilhes, that in

his infirm ftate of health,^they might be of fer-

vice to him. It was in vain we tried to oppofe

this profulion of bounty, which I was really anxi-

ous to reftrain, being convinced that they were

giving away, not a fliare, but almoft the whole
Itock of the garrifon.

We dined this day with Captain ShmalefF, and

in the afternoon, in order to vary our aniufe-

ments, he treated us with an exhibition of the

Ruflian and Kamtfchadale dancing. No delcrip-

tion can convey an adequate idea of this rude

and uncouth entertainment. The figure of the

Ruffian dance was much like thofc of our horn-

pipes, and was performed either lingle, or by

two or four perfons at a time. Their Heps were

Ihort and quick, with the feet fcarce raifed from

the ground. But if the Ruffian dance was ridi-

culous, the 'Kamtfchadale was the moft whimfi-

cal idea that ever entered into any people's

heads. It is intended to reprefent the awkward
and clumfy geftures of the bear. The body was

always bowed, and the knees bent, wh'lfl the

arms were ufed in imitating the trickh and atti-

tudes of that animaU
As
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As our journey to Bolcheretik had taken up
more time than we expedled, and were told

that our return might prove ft ill more difficult

and tedious, we were under the neceffity of ac-

quainting the commander this evening, with our
intention of fetting out the next day. We were
moft agreeably furprifed, when the major told

us, that if we could ftay one day longer, he
would accompany usj as he Ihould feel great.

pleafure in returning with us to St. Peter and
St. Paul's, that he might himfelf be a witnefs of

every thing done for us, that it was in their

power to do.

We afterwards dined with the commander,
who, in order to let us fee as much of the man-
ners of the inhabitants, and of the cuftoms of

the country, as our time would permit, invited

the whole of the better fort of people in the vil-

lage to his houfe this evening. All the womea
appeared very fplendidly drefled, Jifter the Kamt-
fchadale fafliion. The whole was like fome en-

chanted fcene in the midft of the wildeft and
moft dreary country in the world. Our enter-

tainment again confifted of dancing and finging.

The next morning, being fixed for our depart-

ure, we retired early to our lodgings, where the

lirft things we faw were three travelling dreflfes,

made after the fafliion of the country, which the

major had provided for us. Indeed, what with
his liberal prefents, and the kindnefs of Captain
ShmalefF, and many other individuals, who all

begged to throw in their mite, together with th&
ample ftock of provifions he had fent us for our
journey, we had amaffed no inconfiderable load

ef baggage.

Dda During
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During the courfe of our journey, we were
much pleafed with the great good-will wJtU
which the toions, and their Kamtlchadales, af-

forded us their afliftance at the different oftrogs

through which we pafled j and I could not but
obferve the pleafure that appeared in their coun-
tenances, on feeing the major, and their ftrong

exprellions of forrow, on hearing he was fo foou

going to leave them.
We had difpatched a mefTenger to Captain

Gierke, from Bolcheretlk, with an account of

our reception, and of the major's intention of re-

turning with us; at the fame time, apprizing

bim of the day he might probably expc6t to fee

us. The major was much llruck at the robuft

and healthy appearancp of the boats crews, and

Hill more at feeing moft of them without any

other covering than a fhirt and trowfers, al-

though at the very moment it adually fnowed.

. When Major Behm arrived, he was faluted

with thirteen guns, and received with every

dther mark of diftindion that it was in our

power to pay him.

After vifiting Captain Clerke, and taking a

view of both the Ihips, he returned to dinner on

board the Refolution ; and, in the afternoon, the

various curiofities we had collected in the courfe

of our voyage were fliewn him, and a complete

affortment of every article, prefented to him by

the captain. On this occafion I muft not pafs

over an inftance of great generofity and gratitude

in the failors of both ihips j who, when they were

told of the handlbme prefent of tobacco that was

made tfiem by the major, deOred, entirely of

their own accord, that their grog might be ftop^

ped, and their allowance of fpirits prefented, on

their
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their part, to the garrifon of Bolclierctfli. We
could not but admire lb extraordinary a facri-

jice; and that they might not fuffer by it, Cap-
tain Gierke and the relt of the olficers fubllitat-

ed, in the room of the very fmall quantity the

Imajor could be prevailed on to accept, the fame
(juantity of rum. This, with a dozen or two of
Cape wine, for Madame Behm, and fuch other

little prefents as were in our power to bellow,

|were accepted in the moil obliging manner.
Major Behm having refigncd the command of

jKanitfchatka, intended tohavefet out in aihort

time for Peteriburg j and he now offered to

charge himfelf with any dil'patches we might
trufl to his care. This was an opportunity not

to be negle6led j and Captain Gierke., being per-

fuaded that the whole account of our difcoveries

might fafely be trufled to a perfon who had given

Inch llriking proofs both of his public and pri-

vate virtues, and confidering that we had a veiy

hazardous part of the voyage dill to undertake,

determined to fend by him, the whole of the

Ijoiirnal of our late commander, with thai part of
s own which completed the period from Gap-

Itain Cook's death, till our arrival at Kamtfchatkaj
together with a chart of all our difcoveries, to

be delivered to our ambaifador at the Ruliian

I
court.

During the three following days, ^he major
was entertained alternately in the two Ihips, in

lithe bell manner we were able. On the 25th he
liook his leave, and was faluted with thirteen

gunsj and the failors, at their own defire, gave

I

him three cheers.

Short as our acquaintance had been with Ma-
IJor Behni> his noble and didatcre^ed condu6t„

D d 3 h»a
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had infpired us with the higheft refped and
cfteem for him. The intrinlic value of the pri-

vate prefents we received from him, exclu five of!

the ftores, muft have amounted to upwards of]

two hundred pounds. But this generofity was
far exceeded by the delicacy with which all his

favours were conferred. " The fervice in which
you are employed," he would often fay, " is for

the general advantage of mankind, and therefore
j

gives you a right, not merely to the offices of hu-

manity, but to the privileges of citizens, in

whatever country you may be thrown. I ami
fure I am acting agreeably to the wiihes of my
miftrefs, in affording you all the relief in our

power
J and I cannot forget either her chata6ter,

or my own honour, fo much as to barter for the]

performance of a duty."

During the time that the fliips^'lay in the har-^

hour of St, Peter and St. Paul, Captain Clerke's]

health continued daily to decline, notwithftand^

ing rhe falutary change of diet which the country

of Kamtichatka afforded him.
On the 1(1 of June, we got on board nine

thoufand pounds weight of rye flour, with which
we were fupplied from the flores of St. Peter and

St. Paul ; and the Difcovery had a proportional

quantity. The men were immediately put on

full allowance of bread, which they had not

been indulged in fince our leaving the Cape of
|

Good Hope.
June 4th, we had freih breezes and hard rain,

which difappointed us in our delign of dreffing

the iliips, and obliged us to content ourfelves

with firing twenty-one guns, in honour of the

day, and celebrating it in other refpefts in the

heft manuQr we were ^bl^.
^

^ On
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On the 6th, twenty head of cattle, of a mode-
rate lize, were fent us by the commander's or-

ders from the Verchnei oftrog, which is near a
hundred miles from this place in a dire6t line.

They arrived in good condition. The eight

following days were employed in making ready

for fea.

Before day-light, on the 15th, we were fur-

prifed with a rumbling noife, refembling diftant

hollow thunder } and when the day broke, we
found the decks and fides of the uiips covered

with a fine dud like emery, near an inch thick.

The air at the fame time continued loaded and
darkened with this fiibttance ; and, toward the
volcano mountain, lituated to the north of the

harbour, it was fo thick and black, that we could

not diftinguilh the body of the hill. Along with
the cinders fell feveral fmall Hones, which had
undergone no change from the adion of fire. In
the evening we had dreadful thunder and light-

ning, which, with the darknefs of the atmof-
phere, and the fulphureous fmell of the air, pro-

duced altogether, a moft awful and terrifying ef-

fe6t. We were at this time about eight leagues

from the foot of the mountain.
The afpedt of the country was now very difter-

ent from what it had been on our firfl arrival.

The frtow had difappeared, and the fides of the
hills were covered with a beautiful verdure.

As it was Captain Gierke's intention to keep
as much in fight of the coaft of Kamtfchatka as

the weather would permit, the volcano was ftill

feen throwing up immenfe volumes of fmoke 5

atid we had no foundings with one hundred and
fifty fathoms, at the diftance of four leagues

fxQtn the ihore.

at
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At noon, on the 6th of July, we paflTed a con-
iidcrable number of large malfes of ice ; and, ob-

fcrving that it ftill adhered, in feveral places, to

the ihore on the continent of Alia, we were not
much furprifed to fall in, at three in the after-

noon, with an extenfive body of it, ftretching

away to the wefhvard. This fight gave great

difcouragenient to our hopes of advancing much
farther northward this year than we had the pre-

ceding.

Having little wind in the afternoon, we hoift-

ed out the boats, in purfuit of the fea-horfes,

which were in great numbers upon the detached
pieces of ice j but they foon returned without
iuccefs; thefe animals being exceedingly fhy,

and before they could come within gun-iliot, al-

ways making their retreat into the water.

We had I'iuled, by the 9th, near forty leagues

to the weftward, along the edge of the ice, with-

out feeing any opening, or a clear fea to the

northward beyond it, and had therefore no pro-

fpe6t of advancing farther north for the prefent.

On the 10th we hoifted out the boats again,

andfent them in purfuit of the fea-horfes, which
were 'in great numbers on the pieces of ice that

furrounded us. Our people were more fucceff-

ful than they had been before, returning with
three large ones and a young one, bcfides killing

and wounding feveral others. The gentlemen
who went on this party were witnelfes of feveral

remarkable inftances of parental affe6tion in thofe

animals. On the approach of our boats towafd
the ice, they all took their cubs under their fins,

and endeavoured to efc{ipe with them into the

fea.

At
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At eight in the evening, a breeze fprung up
[to the eallward, with which we ftill continued

our courfe to the fouthward, and at twelve fell

in with numerous large bodies of ice. We en-

deavoured to puili through them with an eafy

fail, for fear of dam vging the iliip; and, having
got a little farther 10 the fouthward, nothing

was to be feen but one compad field of ice,

ftretching* to the fouth-we(t, fouth-eaft, and
|north-eart, as far as the eye could reach.

We continued to (leer northward, with a mo-
I

derate foutherly breeze and fair weather, till the
' 13th at ten in the forenoon, when we again found

I

ourfelves clofe in with a folid field of ice, to which
we could fee no limits from the mafthead. This
It once dallied all our hopee of penetrating far-

Ither. ,

Captain Gierke now refolved to make one
[more, and fipal attempt on the American coad,

for Baffin's or Hudfon's Bay, fince we had been
able to advance the fartheft on this fide lad year.

Accordingly, we kept working tlie remaining
part of the day to the windward, with a freih

cafterly breeze.

On the iGth, in the forenoon, we found our-

felves ernbayedj the ice having taken a fudden
turn to the fouth-eaft, and in one compaft body
furrounding us on all fides, except on the fouth

quarter. We therefore hauled our wind to the

fouthward, being at this time in twenty-fix fa-

thoms water ; and, as we fuppofed, about twen*
ty-five leagues from the coafl of America.
On the 18th, in the morning, we pafled fome

fmall logs of drift-wood, and faw abundance of
fea-parrots, and the fmall ice-birds, and likewife

a uumber of whales. About nine in the even-

ing
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ing a white bear was lean fwimming clofe by the

Difcoveryj it afterwards made to the ice, on]

which were alfo two others.

On the 19th, at one in thp, morning, the wea-|

ther clearing up, we were 1)6 completely embay-
cd, that there was no opening left, but to thel

fouthj to which quarter we accordingly dire6led

our courfe, returning through a remarkably
fmooth water. We were never able to penetrate

farther north than at this time, and this was five

leagues ihort of the point to which we advanced'

laft fcafon.

In the afternoon we faw two white bears in!

the water, to which we immediately gave chacej

in the jolly boat, and had the good fortune to

kill them both. The larger, which probably was|

the dam of the younger, being ihot firft, the

other would not quit it, though it might eafily

have efcaped on the ice while the men were re-

loading, but remained fwimming about, till, af-

ter being fired upon feveral times, it was (hot

dead. The weight of the largeft was four hun-

dred and thirty-nx pounds.

Thefc animals afforded us a few excellent

meals of frefli meat. The fieili had indeed a

i^rong fifliy tafte, but was in every refped infi-

Bitely fuperior to that of the fea-horfe; which,

neverthelefs, our people were again perfuaded,

without much difficulty, to prefer to their falted

provifions.

At eight in the morning of the 21 ft, the wind
frefliening, and the fog clearing away, we faw

the American coaft to the fouth-eait, at the

diflance of eight or ten leagues, and hauled in for

i;] but were flopped again by the ice, and oblig-

ed.
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cd to bear away to the weftward along the edge

lof it.

Thus a conne6ted folid field of ice, rendering

I

every eflfort we could make to a nearer approach
Ito the land, fruitlefs, and joining, as we judged,

to it, we took a farewel of a north-eaft paflage to

Old England. I fliall beg leave to give, in Cap-
tain Gierke's own words, the reafons of this his

final determination, as well as of his future plans 5

and this the rather, as it is the laft tranfa6tion his

[health permitted him to write down.
" It is now irapoliible to proceed the leaft far-

Ither to the northward upon this coaft (America)j

and it is equally as improbable that this amaz-
ing mafs of ice ftiould be dilfolved by the few re-

maining fummer-weeks which will terminate

this feafon j but it will continue, it is to be be-

lieved, as it now is, an infurmountable barrier

to every attempt we can polfibly make. I there-

fore think it the beft ftep that can be taken, for

the good of the fervice, to trace the fea over to

the Afiatic coaft, and to tr}^ if I can find any-

opening that will admit me farther north j if not,

to fee what more is to be done upon that coaft,

where I hope, yet cannot much flatter myfelf>

to meet with better fuccefsj for the fea is now
fo choked with ice, that a paflage, I fear, is to-

tally out of the queftion.'* 1

Captain Gierke having determined, for the
reafons juft affigned, to give up all farther at-

tempts on the coaft of America, and to make his

laft effbrts in fearch of a paflage on the coaft of
the oppofite continent, wecontinued, durinjg the

afternoon of the 2lft of July, to fteer to tho
weft north-weft, through much loofeicc;

la
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In the morning of the 23d, the clear waterj
in which we continued to Itand to and fro, elk]

not exceed a mile and a half, and was every in,

llant lellening. At length, after uling our \\u

moft endeavours to clear the loofe ice, vi'e were
driven to the necellity of forcing a paflage to the

fouthward, which, at half paft feven, we accom-
plillied, but not without fubje6ting the ihip tol

ibme very fevere iliocks. The Difcovery wa,J
lefs fuccefslul. For, at eleven, when they had!
nigh got clear out, Ihe became fo entangled b^

feveral large piece*, that her way was Itopped,!

and immediately dropping to leeward, ihe fell,!

broadlide foremoft, on the edge of a conliderable

body of ice j and having at the fame time an open

fea to windward, the fnrf caufed her to flrike

violently upon it. This mafs, at length, either

fo far broke, or moved, as to fet them at liberty

to make another trial to efcape j but, unfortu-

nately, before the iliip gathered way enough to|

be under command, ihe again fell to leeward on

another fragment ; and the Iwell making it un-

fafe to lie to windward, and finding no chqnce'

of getting clear, they pulhed into a fmall open-

ing, furled their fails, and made faft with ice-

hooks.

In this dangeroua lituatlon, we faw them at

noon, about three miles from us, a- frelh gale

driving more ice to the north-weft, and ilicreaf-

ing the body that lay between us. To add to

the gloomy apprehenfions which began to force

themfelves on us, at half paft four in the after-

noon, the weather becoming thick and hazy, we
loft fight of the Diicovery. Our apprehenfions

for her fafiety did not ceafe till nine, when we
heard her guns in anfwer to ours^ and foon after,

i being
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being hailed by her, were informed that, upon
[the change of wind, the ice began to fepa-

rate ; and that, fetting all their f^ls, they forced

a paffage through it, though with confiderable

damage.
On the 24th, we had frefli breezes from fouth-

well, with hazy weather, and kept running to

the fouth-eaft till eleven in the forenoon, when
8 large body of loofe ice, to which we could fee

flo end, again obftruded our courfe.

As it was now neceflary to come to fome deter-

mination, with refpeft to the courfe we werat

next to fteer. Captain Gierke fent a boat with
the carpenters on board the Difcovery, to en*
qaire into the particulars of the damage (he had
fuftained. They returned in the evening with
the report, that the damages they had received;i

would require three weeks to repair.

Thus, finding a farther advance to the north-

ward, as well as a nearer approach to either con-
tinent, obftruded by a fea blocked up with ice,

we judged it both injurious to the fervice, as well
as fruitlefs, with refpedt to the delign of our voy-
age, to make any farther attempts toward a palT-

age. This, added to the reprel'entations of Cap-
tain Gore, determined Captain Clerke to fail for

Awatlka Bay, to repair our damages there j and^
before the winter fhould fet in> to explore th^
coaft of Japan.

I will not endeavour to conceal the joy that
brightened the countenances of every indi^ Idual,

as ibon as Captain Clerke's refolutions were
pade known. We were all heartily lick of a na-
vigation faU of danger, and in which the utmoft
perseverance had not been repiaid with the fmall-

fft i^rbbability of fucc^. We therefore turned

Vol. VIL Sf w
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our faces home, after an abfence of three years,

with a delight and Aiti^fadion which, notwith,

landing the tGclious voyage we had iiill to make,!

and the impenCe diilaiice we had to run, were

as freely entertained, and perhaps as fully en-

joyed, as if we had been already in light oi

Jhe Land's End.

(v-Captaiii Gierke was now no longer able togetl

ontot his b^d j he therefore defired that the ofliJ

cers would receive their orders frona me, and diJ

X^ded that we Ihould proceed with all fpeed tol

Awatflca Bay. The wind continuing wtfteriyJ

MX ftood on to the fouth till early on the raoni-|

ing of the Ipth, when, after a few hours rain, itl

ble%v from the eaftward and frelhened to a llrongl

gale. We accordingly made the molt of it while

it lafted, by Handing to the weftward, under alli

the fail we could carry. On the 21 ft, at half

paft live in the morning, we faw a very high

peaked mountain, on the coail of Kamtfchatka,

called Cheepoonlkoi Mountain, twenty-live or

thirty leagues di|lant..jjulvi:. iL^^ul"-'

On the 22d of Auguft 1779» at nine o'clock in

the morning, departed this life. Captain Charles

Clerke, in the thirty-eighth year of his age. He
4^ied of a confun^ption, which had ei'iidentljr

coKimenced before he-left England, and of which

he had lingered dujjpg the whoie. voyage*. His

very gradual decay had long made him a melan-

c^iolyobjet'^t to his friencisj yet tlie equanimity

with which- he bore it, the cquHant flow of good

j^irits, which continued to the laft hoiiir, . and a

cheerful relignatjon ;tp hif^fate/ at&rded; them

^T[^e»iConfolation. , Jt:i*:a9 impoffible'iaOt^tb.^isel

9 leaovo than commoa degree df coHipdffiba for

§|jeffolly, jvh^ic^ wliftle Mfe iiigift hfcaia iJOi^ntief
I

your^ as m:
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feene of thofe difficulties and hardfliips, to which
a Teaman's occupation is fabje6t, and undeit

kvhich he at laft funk. He was brought tip tt>

the navy from his earlieft youth, and had beea
in feveral a6tions during the war which began

in 175^5 particularly in that between the Bello-»

na and Courageux, where, being ftationed in the

roizen-top, he was carried overboard with the

maft, but was taken up without having received

jjny hurt. He was midlhipm?n in the Dolphin,

commanded by Commodore J^yron, on her lirft

voyage round the world, and afterwards ferved

on the American ilation. In 1768, he made his

fecond voyage round the world in the Endea-
vour, as matter's mate, and, by the promotion
which took place during the expedition, he re-

turned a lieutenant. His third voyage round the

workj was. in the Rcfolution, of which he was
appointed the fecond lieutenant; and foon after

his return, iu 1775, he was promoted to the rank

of mafter and commander. When the prefent ex»

piedition was ordered to be fitted out, he was ap-
pointed to the Difcovery, to accompany Captain
Cook, and, by the death of the latter, fiicceeded, as

[has been already mentioned^ to thechiefcoinmiiid;

It would be doing his memory extreme injuf-*

tice, not to fay, that, during; the lliort time the

expedition was under his diredion, he was
mod zealous and anxious for its fuccefs. His
health, about the time the principal command
devolved upon him, began to decline very ra-

pidly, and was every way unequal to encounter

the rigours of a high northern climate. But the

vigour and adivity of his mind had, in no fhape,

fiiftercd by the decay of his body : and though he

knew that, by delaying his return to a warmer
£ e 3 cliuaate.

-, >,
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climate, he was giving up the only chance that

remained for his recovery, yet careful and ieal-l

ous to the laft degree, that a regard to his own
fit«ation fhould never bias his judgment to the

prejudice of tlie fervine, he perfevered in the!

iearch of a paflage, till it v/as the opinion of

every officer in both Ihips, that it was impradi-

cable, and that any farther attempts would not]

only be fruitlefs, but dangerous.

Next day we anchored in the harbour of St.
|

peter and St. Paul, when our old friend, the fer^

geant, who was Itill the commander of the place,
I

came on board with a prcfent of berries, intend-

ed for our poor deceafed captain. He was ex-

ceedingly atfedted when we told him of his death,

!

and Ihewed him the coffin that contained his bo-

1

dy. He lignified his intention Off fending off an

txprefs to the commander of Bolcheretlk, to ac-

* quaint him with our arrival, and Captain Gore

availed himfelf of that occalion of writing him a

letter, in which he requefted that fixteen head
j

of black cattle might b^ fcnt with all poffible ex-

pedition.

In the morning of the 25th, Captain Gore

made out the new commiffions, in confcquencel

of Captain Gierke's death j appointing himfelf

to the command of the Refoiution, and me to

the command of the Difcovery j and Mr. Lan-

yan, mafter's mate of the Refoiution, who had

ferved in that capacity on board the Adventure

in the former voyage, was promoted to the vacant

lieutenancy. Thefe promotions produced feveral

other arrangements of courfe. The artificers were

cow buiily employed in the neceflary repairs.

On Sunday afternoon, Auguft the 29th, we

paid the laft offices to Captain Gierke. The offi-

cers
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Iters and men of both (hips walked in proceliiort

(to the grave, whilrt the Ihips lired minute guns;

[and the lervice being ended, the marines fired

llhree volleys. He was interred under a tree,

hhich ftands on a riling ground, in the valley to

jthe north lide of ihe harbour, where the holpital

land ttore-hdufes are iituated. . All the Rulfians

|in the garrilbn were aliembled, and attended

iR'Ith great rerpe<St and folemnity.

The next day an enfign arrived from Bolche*

Iretlk, with a letter froiri the commander to Cap*
llain Gore; by which we underftood, that orders

Ibad been given about the cattle; and that they

jmight be e^pe^led here in a few days ; and more-
jcver, that Captain Shmaleff, the prefent com-
Inander, would himfelf pay us a vifit immediate-
llyon the arrival of a Hoop which was daily ex-

Ipe6ted from Okotlk.

On the 15th we had finiflied the repairs, got

Ion board all our wood and water, and were ready

|lo put to fea at a day's notice ; but the cattle

perenot yet arrived, and as frefh provihons were
Itlie moll important article of our wants, we^ could
Dot think of taking our departure without thern.

fVc.therefore thought this a favourable opportu-

nity of taking fome amufement on Ihore. Ac-
Icordingly Captain Gore propofed a party oi bear-

lliunring, which we all very readily came into j

Ibut we had but indifferent iport.

The 22d, being the anniverfary of his majeftyV
Iccronation, twenty-one guns were fired, and th©
Ihandromeft feaft our iituation would allow of,

[was prepared in honour of the day. As we were
ptting down to dinner, the arrival of Captain
Shmaleff was announced. He acquainted us,

|lhat our not baying received the ilxtcen head of
ii: e 3 Llack
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black cattle, we had defired might be fent down!
was owing to the very heavy rains at Verchnei)

v^hich had prevented their fetting out. SpecimenJ
lifall our curiofities were prefented to him j an^

Captain Gore added to them a gold watch and
fowling-piece. Next morning he took his leave.)

The next day I fet on foot another huntint

party, and put myfelf under the diredtion of thi!

clerk of the parifh, who was a celebrated bear]

hunter. We arrived by fun-fet at the fide o|

one of the larger lakes. The next ftep was tc

conceal ourfelves as much as poffible j and thij

we were able to do very efFedually among fom<

long grafs and brulb-wood, that grew clofe tc

the water's edge. We had not lain long in am«

bulb, before we had the pleafure to hear the

growlings of bears in different parts round abou^

us ; and our expedations were foon gratified bj

the fight of one of them in the water, whicl

feemed to be fvvimming directly to the place

where we lay hid. The moon at this time gave

a confiderable light ; and when the animal hac

advanced about fifteen yards, three of us fired at

it pretty nearly at the fame time. The beaft imme<

diately turned fliort on one fide, and made a nolle

which could not properly be called roaring, nor

growling, nor yelling, but wes a mixture of all|

Xhrte, and horrible beyond defcription. It re-

treated to fome thick buihes, at a little diftancej

and continued to make the fame terrible noifeJ

and though the Kamtfcadales were perfuaded it|

was mortally wounded, they thought it mofi: ad-

vifable not toroufe it again for the prefent. Itl

was at this time pai^ nine o'clock, and the nightl

threatening a change of weather, wc returned]

homCj and deferred the gratification of our cu^

riofitjrl
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rioiity till morning, when we found the bear

dead in the place to which it had been watched.

It proved to be a female, and beyond the com-
mon fize.

The Kamtfchadales very thankfully acknow-
ledge their obligations to the bears for what little

advancement they had hitherto made, either ill

the fciences or polite arts. They confefs that

they owe to them all their ikill, both in phyfic

and furgery; that, by remarking with what
herbs thefe animals rub the wounds they have
received, and what they have recourle to, when
^ck and languid, they have become acquainted

with mod of the (imples in ufe among them,
cither in the way of internal medicine, or exter-

nal application ; they acknowledge the bears

likewife for their dancing mailers. Indeed the

evidence of one's fenfes puts this out of difpute 3

for the bear-dance of the Kamtfchadales is ah
cxa6k counterpart of every attitude and gefture

peculiar to this animal, through its various func-

tions ; and this is the foundation and ground-
work of all their other dances> and what they

value themfelves moft upon.

No occurrence worth mentioning took place

till the 30th, when Captain Gore went to Para-

tounca, to put up, in the church there, an efcut-

cheon, prepared by Mr. Webber, with an in-

fcription upon it, fetting forth Captain Gierke's

age and rank, and the object of the expedition

in which he was engaged at the time of his de-

ceafe. We alfo afBxed to the tree, under which
he was buried, a board> with an infcription upon
it to the fame efFeft.

On the 2d of October; both fhips warped out

of the harbour^ the day before the cattle arrived

from
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from Verchnei ; and that the men might receive

the full benefit of this much longed-for liipply,

by confuming it frelh, Captain Gore came to a
determination of flaying five or fix clays longer.

At four in the afternoon of the ()th, we un-
moored 5 and now took our leave of this place.

Kamtfchatka is the name of a peninfula litu-

ated on the eaftern coafl of Afia, running nearly

north and Ibuth.

It is bounded on the north by the country of

the Koriacks ; to the fouth and eall by the North
Pacific Ocean; and to the wefl by the Sea of

Okotfk, A chain of high mountains Itretches

the whole length of the country, from north to

fouth, dividing it nearly into two equal parts,

whence a great number of rivers take thdir rile,

and empty themfelves on each fide into the Paci-

fic Ocean and the Seaiof Okotlk.
• If I may judge of the foil, from what I faw of

itii vegetable productions, I fhould not hefitate

in pronouncing it barren in the extreme. The
whole bore a more ftriking refemblance to New-
foundland, than to any other part of the world I

had ever feen.

It is natural to fuppofe that the feverity of the

climate mull be in due proportion to the general

llerility of the foil, of 'which it is probably the

catifCk The firfl time we faw this country, was
in the beginning of May, 1779, when the whole
face of it was covered with fnow, from fix to

eigh t feel deep. On our return , the 24th of Au-
guftj the foliage of the trees, and all forts of Ve-

getation, feenaed.to be in. theaitmoft ftatc of per-

feftion ; but, at the beginning of 06bober, the

tops- of the hijls wierc again Covered with new
f^enfnowi

The
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The real riches of this country mu ft always

Iconfift in the number of wild animals it produces j

and no labour can ever be turned to fo good an
account, as what is employed upon their furri-

I

tries. Their animals are the common fox 5 the

float, or ermine ; the zebiline or fable ; the ifa-

|tis, or ar6tic fox ; the varying hare ; the moun-
tain rat, or earlefs marmot ; the weafel ; the glut*

ton, or wolverene 5 the argali, or wild llieep j

rein-deer J bears 5 wolves j dogs.

The Ruilian government, eftablifhed over this

country, is mild and equitable, confidered as a
military one, in a very high degree. The natives

arc permitted to chufe their own magiftrates from
among themfelves, in the way, and with the

fame powers, they had ever been ufed. One of
thefe, under the title of toion, prefides over each
oftrog J is the referree in all differences ; impofes

fines, and infli6ts puniihments for all crimes and
mifdemeanours ; referring to the governor of
Kamtfchatka, fuch only as he does not chufe,

from their intricacy or heinoufnefs, to decide up-
on himfelf. The toion has likewife the appoint-

ment of a civil officer, called a corporal, who
afftils him in the execution of his office, and in
his abfencc a6ts as his deputy.

By an edi6k of the prefent emprefs, no crime
whatfoever can be puniihed with death. But,
we were informed, that in cafes of murder, (of
which there are very few) the punifhment of the

knout is adminiftered with fuch feverity, that

the offender for the moft part dies under it.

Our inftrudions from the Board of Admiralty,
having left a difcretionary power with the com*
manding officer of the expedition, in cafe of fail-

ure in the fearch of a paffage from the Pacij&c in*

to
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ipthfi Atlantic pcean, to return to Englnnd hy\

ivhatever route he ihould think bell for the far-

ther improvement of geography, Captain Gore|

demanded pf the. principal oflkers their* fenti-

in,ent8, in writing, refpeding the manner ia|

•which thefe. orders might moft effectually be

obeyed. The refult of our opinions, which he

'

had the iiitisfa6tion to find unanimous, and en-

tirely coinciding with his own, that the condi-

tion of the fliips„ of the fails and cordage, made
it unfafe to attempt, at fo advanced a feafon of

the year, to navigate the fea between Japan and

A(ia, which would otherwife have afforded the

larg^ft field for difeoveryy that it was therefore

ad vifable to keep to the eastward of that illand,

and in our way thither to run along the Kuriles,

and examine mpre particularly the illands that

lie neareft the northern coaft of Japan, which
are reprefented as of a coiifiderable fize, and in-

dependent of the Ruflian and Japanefe govern-

ments. Should we be fo fortunate as to find in

thefe any fafe and commodious harbours, we con-

ceived they might be of importance, either as

places of ihelter for any future navigators, who
mfiy be employed in exploring thefe feas, or asi

the means of openii^g a commercial intercourfe

among the neighbouring dominions of the two

empiresj. Our next object was to furvey the coaft

6f the Japanefe Iflancls, and afterward? to make
the coafi: ofClhina, as far to the northward as we
were able, and run along it to Macao. . .

This plan being adopted, I received orders from

Captain Gore, in cafe of feparation, to proceed

inimedidtely to Macao ; and, at fix o^clock in the

etening of the 9th of O^ober, having cleared the

entrance ofAwatika Bay, we ileered to thefoutht

eaft,
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leaft, with the \Vind north-well' and by weft. At
jmidnight we had a dead ca)hi> which continued

till noon of the 10th. Being in(f«>undingft of tix^*

IV and leventy fathoms water, we enfjployed our

time very profitirbly in catching cod v which were
exceedingly.fine and plentiful ,' in the iitternoon

a breeze iprung up from the -v^dft, \^ith which wt

I

Hood along the coall to the fouthward. - ^^-i

After experiencing very blowi^rtg weather^and
bdverlt; winds;'\vhicli puc tis'oiit 'Of the' courfb

oiigln^UyiJntiBiided, at -day-break of the 26th,

wohad theplehfure of defcrying hi^hlandto t4ie

k'citwurdi whichprored to beJapan. .
'•

jWe Hood onclrli'tiine, whefniwe were withlti

J
two leagues of the land, and faw the frtiofe^'of fe^

Iveral towns or villages, and matiy houies ^nedP the

l^ore, in pleafant and culfivated (ituatiorts.

On the2fHh, at nirieo'olock, the Wldd iliifting

Ito the fouthward, and thcTlky lGwew>g,'we tack-

ed and flood. off to the eaftj*and foonf'Jiherfaw g
veflei clofe in with tbe land, Itatiding alottg thjB

Ihore to the northward;; and atiotheritt-theofl^-

ing, coming down on -us before ''the wind^ ' Ob*-

je^ of any kind, belonging to a coitfttry fo fa*-

mous, and yet fo little knowni it will be eafily

conceived, muft have excited* general' oUriofity,

and accordingly every fou} ort •'board was upfon

deck, in an intrant, to gay.e atth^m/'As^theveirel

to windward approached us, ih^t^Md farther off

Ihore J upon whichj fearing that'wcihouW alawa
them by the appearance of a purfuitj'we'brought

the -fhips to, and 'flie pafled ah<^ of us, at the

dhknce of about Half a mile. It ww4d have
ten eafy for ^s to hatfe fpoken- ^ibh them -, but
^rceiTlifg^ by their mainoBuvres, that they wfcre

linuch:fi:ightcjne;d, Capain Gjojfe^as n^t wilHiig
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to augment their terrors ; and, thinking that we
ilioiild have many better oppprtunirie. of com-
munication with this people, fuifered them to go
off without interruption.

t At noon the wind frefhened, and brought with

it a good deal of rain ; by three it had increafed

,fo much* that the fea ran as high as any one on
board ever remembered to have feen it.

At eight in the evening, the gale Ihifted to thd

weft, without abating the leaft in violence, and,

byrailing a fudden fwell, in a contrary diredion to|

that which prevailed before, occaiioned the ihips

to ftrain and labour exceedingly. During the{

ilorm, feveral of the fails were fplit on board th

Eefolution.

From the 29th of Oftober to the 5th of No
vember, we continued our courfe to the fouth

caft, having very unfettled weather, attendedl

with much lightping and rain. On both days wi

paflfed great quantities of pumice ftone, fevera

pieces of which we took up, and found to weighl

from one ounce to three pounds. We conjeftur-i

ed that thefe ftones had been thrown into the fea

by eruptions of various dates, as many of them

were covered with barnacles, and others quite bare.

On the 15th, we faw three iflands, and bore

away for the fouth point of the largeft, upon

which we obferved a high barren hill, flattiih at

the top, and when feen from the weft fouth-weft,

prefents an evident volcanic crater. The earth,

rock, or fand, for it was not eafy to diftinguifh

of which its furface is compofed, exhibited vari

ous colours, and a qonfiderable part we conje6tur

ed to be fulphur, both from its appearance to th(

eye, and the ftrong fulphureous fmell which we

perc«ived^ as we approached the point. Some oi
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.Ijhe officers on board the Refolution> which pair-

ed nearer the land/ thought they faw deams riC*

Jngpfrom the top of the hill. From thefe circum-

fiancee. Captain Gore gave it the name of Sulr

|ihur liland. . .^ _
Captain Gore now directed his courfe to the

welt fouth-weity for the Bafliee Iflanids, hoping to

procure at them fuch a fupply of refreihments as

would help to fhorten his ftay at Macao ; but un-
fortunately he overihot them^ from an inaccuracy

in the chart to which he traded.

In the forenoon of the 'ipth, we pafled feveral

Chinele fiQiing boats, who eyed us with great in-

difference. Being now nearly in thie jiatltilde of
the Lema Illands, we bore away weft by north,

and, after running twenty-two miles, faw pne-of

them nine or ten leagues to the weftward.

In the morning of the 30th, we Tan «lqng the

Lema liles. At nine o'clock, a Chinefe boat,

whiph had been before with the Refolution> came
along-fide, and wanted to put on board us a pilot,

which, however, we declined, as it was bur bufi-

nefs to follow our con fort. pqcyjc? •• ^

We rejoiced to fee the Refolution foon after

fire a gun, and hoift her colours as a iignal for a

pilot. On, repeating the Iignal, we faw an excel-

lent race between four Chinefe boats j and Cap-
tain Gore, having engaged with the man, who
arrived tirft, to carry the ihip to the Typa for

thirty dollars, fent me word that as we could eafi-

]y follow, that expence might be faved to U8«

Soon after, a fecohd pilot, getting on board the
Refolution, inlifted on condudting the ihip, and>

without farther ceremony, laid hold of the wheel,

and began to order the fails to be trimmed. This
occa(]Qned a violent difpute, which at laft was

VciJt. VU. F f com*.
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compi^omifed by agrfeeiog to^o Ihares in the mo^

- in obedience to ^he i'nftni(^t>ti^ given to Cipi.

lain Gookby the' Board dfAdrfii¥a!^y, it now be-
came neceflary to demand of the officers and rnen

their journah, ittid what kkher papers ''iviy might
have in iheiifipi>A'elfiori; 4-elftitiAg tb the hiftory of
our vbyage. The executiori of thefe orders "feem-*

ed to' requt^fe fbme ddlicricy 'i^ v^ell ills ftrriihefs.

'A^ foon, ^\vetGf^e,as I had aflembied the ftiip's

company on deek, I acquainted them with the

'orders We -had received, aiiid the reafons which!
thtntght ought to induct' them to yield a ready

36bedi^c«^ • iA.t the fame time L told theno, that

^^f^p^rs, which they w^re defirous not to have
ifedt^to^he Adm'i'r8flty;fhbttldbe fealed lip in their

prefcne*', and kept' in irny own caftody., till the

ititdblftifts^'df the Boa*d, with regard to thepu-
bircaticJno^^^ie Hiftory Of the Vdyage, were ful-

filled f'ftfer>j^ich/ they fhould' faithfully be re-

ftored'bi^kt^thfem. '
J v!;;b^' : ,

I^ i&^'^i'i^h'the grea tftfl fatfisfafaibn I can irelate,

that mypropofals met with the approbation and
the1cH6^fdl^6toplian(ie'bqth 6f the officers and
^tiien

J'
'and- 1 am perfuaded that 'every fcrap of pa-

•per, tontaitiirtg arty tranfa6ti6ns relating to the

Voyage, wefe given up. Indedd, if Is dorng bare*

juftioe to the fea:men of this lliip to declare, that

"ihey were the rtidft db^dient, and the beft difpof-

T^d ftien I ever knew, Ihoiigh almoft all of them
^fere've¥y ybung, and had nevei* before ferved in

a /hip of war.^

< We: fc^pt Working' to windward till fix in th^

'fct^feniiig, when wt^ ctntie^lo iinchor -on the i& of

'December '•-''^ ^ -ji-.^ ' :-•. -

-^

'

•'4 r% -

I«
'* X
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v^|nl2ae evening of the 2d, Captain' Gbre fent

pjcpaihore to yil^t tl^e Portuguefo Qoyeroor, and
tq.reqned his afliftance in procuring refrefhments

fp»r our crews. At the fame time, I took a lift of

tiit naval ftorcs, q£ w|iich both ypiTels were great-

ly in want, with; ^n intention of procee(di:nig im-

niediately to Canton, and applying to the fei^

vants of the Eaft India Company, who were at

tliat time refident t^ere. On my., arrival at the

qtadel, the fort-m^jor informed nje that the go-

vernor was lick, and not able to fee company j oq
my acquainting the rafijpr with mydeiire 'of pro-

ceeding immediately to' Canton, he told me that

they could not venture to furnifh me .wMh 'a boat^

tilf/leave was obiajnpd from the hoppo, or officer

of the cuftoms j and that the appliija^tion for thia

purpofe muft be m^de to the Chiofefe governr:

ment at Cr>rton. , .,
'

,

The '^ «'fication I felt at meetingiwith this

^nexpeC . ; delay, could only be equalled by th©

extreme impatience with which we^iiad-folong
^waited for an opportunity of receiving intelli-<

gence from Europe. It often happens, that ia

tie eager purfuit of an obje6t, wt; overlook thef

eafieft and mod obvious means of attaining it?

This was adually my cafe at prelent, for I was
returning under great dejedion to theihip, whenf

the Portuguefe officer who attended me, afke4
ine, if I did not mean to vifit the Engliffi gentle-

men at Macao. I need Hot add with what tranf*

port I received the information this queftiou con-

veyed to me.; nor the anxious hopes and fears,

t||i«e conflict between curiofity and apprehenfion,

which palled in my mind, as we walked toward^

we houfe of one of our countrymen*

Ff 2 U
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In this ftate of agitation, it was not furprifing,

that our reception, though no way deficient i*
civility or kindnefs, lliould appear cold and for*

mal. In our enquiries, as far as they related to

objefts of private concern, we met, as was indeed

to be expe6ted, with little or no fatisfa6tion ; but
the events of a public nature, which had hap-

pened fince our departure, now, for the firft time,

burft all at once upon us, overwhelmed every

other feeling, and left us, for fome time, almoft

without the power of refle6tion.

- On the Qth. Captain Gore received an anfwer

from the Committee of the Englifh fupercargocs

at Canton, in which they alTured him that their

beft endeavours fhould be ufed to procure the

fupplies we flood in need of, as expeditioufly as

poffible ; and that a paflport fhould be fent for

one of his officers.

The following day, an Englifh merchant, from
one of our fettlements in the Eaft Indies, applied

to Captain Gore for the affiftance of a few hands

to navigate a veflTel, he had purchafed at Macao,
up to Canton. Captain Gorejudging this a good
opportunity for me to proceed to that place, gave

orders that I fhould take along with me my fe-

cond lieutenant, the lieutenant of marines, and
ten feamen. Though this was not precifely the

mode in which I could have wifhed to vifit Can-
ton, yet as it was very uncertain when the paff-

port might arrive, and my prefence might con-

tribute materially to the expediting of our fup-

plies, I did not hefitate to put myfelf on board.

I reached Canton, on the 18th, a little after it

was dark, and landed at the Englifli fa6tory»

where, though my arrival was very unexpeded,

I was received with every mark of attention and
civility.



-CAPTAIN COOK. • 329

eJVility* Willing to make my ftay here as fhort

as poflible, I requefted the gentlemen to procure
|}oat^ for me the next day to convey the ftores;

but I was foon informed, that a bufinefs of that

kind was not to be tranfa6ted fo rapidly in this

country 5 that many forms were to be complied
with ; and, in ihort, that patience was an indif-

penfable virtue in China.

I waited feveral days for the event of our ap-

plication, without undei (landing that the matter

was at all advanced toward a conclufion, Whilft
I was doubting what meafures to purfue, the

commander of a country ihip brought me a let-
^

ter from Captain Gore, in which he acquainted

me that he had engaged him to bring us down
from Canton, and to deliver the ilores we had'

procured, at his own riikin theTypa.
As Canton was likely to be the moft advanta-r

geous market for furs, I was defired by Captain'

Gore to carry with me about twenty fea-otters

iking, chiefly the property of our deceafed,com-
manders, and to difpole of them at the bed price

I could procure j a commiflion, which gave me
an opportunity of becoming a little acquainted

with the genius of the Chinefe for trade. Hav-
ing acquainted fome of the Engliih fnpercargo6s

with thefe circumftances, I delired them to re-

comn^end me to fome Chinefe merchant of cre-

dit, who would otfer me a fair price. Having
laid my goods before him, he examined them
with great care, and told me that he could not

venture to offer more than three hundred dollars

for them. As I knew from the price our ikfns had
fold for in Kamtfchatka, that he had not offered

me.pne h^lf their value, I found myfelf under the

ncceliity of driving a bargaiti. In my turn, 1

F f 3 therefore
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therefore demanded one thonfand j my Chinefe-,

then advanced to live hundred : then offered me
a private prefent of tea and porcelain, amounting
to one hundred more 5 then the fame fum in mo-
i?ey ; and laftly role to feven hundred dollars, on
which I fell to nine hundred. At laft, being tir-

ed of the conteft, I confented to and received

eight hundred.

. During my ftay at Canton, I was carried by
one of the Englilh gentlemen to vifit a perfon of
the firft confequence in the place. We were re-

ceived in a long room or gallery, at the upper end
of which ftood a table with a large chair behind
it, and a row of chairs extending from it on each
lide down the room. Being previoufly inftru6ted

that the point of civility confifted in remaining as

long unleated as poflible, 1 readily acquitted my-
felf of this piece of etiquette j after which wc
were entertained with tea, and fome preferved

and frefh fruits. Our holl was very fat, with a

heavy dull countenance, and of great gravity in

his deportment. He fpoke a little broken Eiig-

lifh and Portuguefe ; and, afteif we had taken our

refreihment, he carried us about his houfe and
garden, and, having ihewed us all the improve-

ments he was making, we departed.

In the evening c f the 26th, I took my leave of

the fupercargoes, having thanked them for their

many obliging favours ; amongft which I muft

not forget to mention a hancjfome prefent of tea

for the ufe of the Ihips' companies, and a large

coUcdion of Englifh.periodical publications. The
latter we found a valuable acquifition, as they

both ferved to amufe our impatience during our

tedious voyage home, and enabled us to return

not total ftrangers to what had been tranfad-
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ing in our native country. At one o'clock the

next morning we left Canton, and arrived at

Macao about the fariie hour the day following,

having pafTed down a channel which lies to the

weftward of that by which we had coiue up.

During our abfence a brilk trade had been car-

rying on with the Chinefe for the fea-otter ikins,

which had every day been rifing in their value.

One of our Teamen fold his flock alone for eight

hundred dollars j and a few prime ikins, which
were clean and had been v\ J preferved, were
fold for one hundred and twenty each. The
whole amount of the value in fpecie and goods

that was got for the furs in both (liips, I am con-

fident did not fall fhort of two thoufand pounds
sterling j and it was generally fuppofed that at

lead two thirds of the quantity we had original-

ly got from the Americans were fpoiled and worn
out, or had been given away and otherwifc dif-

pofed of in Kamtfchatka.
The rage with which our feamen were pofleff-

cd to return to Cook's River, and by another

cargo of ikins to make their fortunes at one time>

was not far Ihort of mutiny.

The barter which had been carrying on with
the Chinefe for our fea-otter ikins, had produced

a very whimfical change in the drefs of all our>

crew. On our arrival here, nothing could exceed

the ragged appearance both of the younger offi-

cers and feamen ; for as our voyage had already

exceeded, by neai» a twelvemonth, the time it was
at firft imagined we fhould remain at fea, almoft

the whole of ouf original ftock of European
clothes had been Jong worn out, or patched up
with ikins, and the various manufa6tures we had
met with in the courfe of our difcoveries; Thefe

were

I

11
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were now. agrain mixed and eked out with.lhe.

gaudiell nlks aiitl cottons of Chirla. \ •
' •

Oil the I2th of January, 178O, at noon, we
UDitidored and fcaled the guns, which, on board
niyiliip, now amounted to ten 5 fo that, by means
of four additional ports, we ccml,d, it occafion re*

quired, fight feven on a iide.

• We thought it oar duty/to provide oiirfelvej

with thefe means of defence, though we had fome
reafon to believe, from the pfiblic prints, laft re-

ceived at Canton, that the geherofity of our ene-

mies had, in a great meafiire, rendered them fu^

perfluous. As this intelligence \vas farther con-

firmed by the private letters of feveral of the fu-

percargoes, Captain Gore thought himfelf bound,
in return for the liberal exceptions made in our

favour, to refrain from availing himfelf of any
opportunities of capture, which thefe mig}it af-

ford, and to preferve throughout his voyage tho

ftri6teft neutrality. " '

At two in the afternbon, on the 13th, having-

gipt under fail, the Refolution faluted the fort of

Macao with eleven guns, which was returned vyith

the fame number. '

In the morning of the 20th, we fleered for Pulo

Coiidore; and at half paft twelve we got fight of

^

the ifl^nd. As foon as we were come to anchor,

Cdptain Gore fired a gun, with a view ofapprising

the natives of odt iarrival, arid drawing them to-

wat-ds the fhore, but v/ithout effe&.. Early in the

morning of the 21ft, parties were lent to Cut wood,
which was Captain Qore's -principal motive f6]f

CDmiftg hither.

None of the natives having yet made their ap-

pbarance, notwithftandinga fecoijd gun had be^a .

fibd^ Captain Gprethpught it adviwble to lai?d,.
'•'^

'T'^' '.
ijy iKj flnd
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ind goinfearch of them. We proceeded.through

a thick wood, up a fleep hill, to the didance of a
mile, when, after defcending, we arrived at fome
huts J I ordered the party to ftay without, left the

iight of fo many armed men fhould terrify the

inhabitants, whilft I entered and reconnoitred

alone. I found in one of the huts an elderly

man, who was in a great fright, and preparing to

vnake off with the moft valuable effefts. How-'
ever, a few figns, particularly that moft ftgnificant

one <)f holding out a handful of dollars, and then
pointing to a herd of buffaloes, and the fowls that

were running about the huts in great numbers,
left him without any doubts as to the obje6ts of
dor vifit. He pointed towards a place where the

towp ftood, and made us comprehend that, by
going thither, all our wi^nts would be fapplied.

|je ordered a young man to conduct us to the

town, as foon as an obftacle iliould be removed,
of which we were not aware. On our firft com-
ing out of the wood, a herd of buffaloes, to the

number of twenty at leaft, came running towards
US, tofting up their heads, fnufUng the air, and
roaring in a hideous manner. They had followed

us to the huts, and ftood drawn up in a body at

alittlediftance; and the old man made us under-
fland that it would be exceedingly dangerous for

•as to move till thfey were driven into the woodsj
but fo enraged were the animals grown at the

iight of us, that this was not cfFe6te.d without a
good deal of time and difficulty. The men not

being able to accomplifh it, we were furprifed to

fee them call to their afliftance a few little boys,

who foon drove them out of fight. Afterwards,

"wc had occafion to obferve that in driving thefe

fluimals, and fecuring them, which is done by
putting
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puttlxig, a rope through a l^ole which is made lit

their noftvils, little boys were always employedji

who could ftroke and handle them with impunity,

at times when the men'durft not^pproach them.'

. We we were now condu6^ed to. the town, which
coniidi of between twenty and thirty houfes;, built

clofe together. V.
,

^~

-

^ By means of my mpneyi ahdpointing at^diffi^^

e,n.t obje6ts in fight, I hadnp,4iiM<;uUy in n^iaking

a^an, who feemed to be the principal perfoaof
tjie company to which we were i^troduce^v.com-^

prehend the main bufinefs of our errand j andf
as readily underflood .frorghini^hat the chief or;

captain was abfent, but would fooh return; and
tliat, without hi^ conTent,; up purcl^fes^f. any
kind could be n^ade. ...
Having at laft procured a fupply of buf{aloe&

and fome fat hogs, oi> the 28th of January 1780>
we unmoored ; and, as iqpn ai^.we were^le^Qf
tlie harbour,, fteeped fouth fouth-weft* .

".• '^

-

. On the 2d of February, at eight iuf th^ morn-
ings Yre tried for fonndings, continuing to do the

ftme every hour, till we had pafled thte Straights

of.$unda, and found the bottom with twenty-t^ee,
falhoips of line. .^/ff ;,t .rr

_ Oa tlie 5th we approached the coaft ofSumatra^
The country is covered with <wood down to the

welter's edge, and the ihores, areffo low, th|i^the.

fea overflows the land, and waftie^ tjie trucks.of

t^e trees. To this flat ^nd roarfhy fituation of

the (bore, we may attribute thqle thick fogs and
yapours whjch v^e perceived ^yery morning, not

without dread and horror, hanging over tl^ciflandi,

till they were djfperfed by the rays of the fun-

Theifltores ofBanca^ whieji arejpppofijte, arepauch

bplder; and the country i^lapji rifcf to a.ii;io^e-
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fate heiglit, and appears to be well wooded
'tbfoiighout.

In the morning of (he -pill, I received orders

frbm Captain Gt)re to make fail towards a Dutch
Wi^ii which ii6\ir hove in fijght to the fouthward,

^fid which wefnfipofed t6 be from Europe ; and,

li'ccording to thrf* natiirc '^of the intelligence we
«otdd procurcl.Jfjfem her,"cither to join him at

Cracatoa, where he intended to (lop, for theptir*-

pofe of fnpplying the ihips with arrack, or to

Jirbcfeed to the' fouth-eatt end of Prince's Iflahd,

and there fake' in our waiter and wait for him.
I accordingly bore down towards thft' Dutch

Mp, which fboh after can^e'tb an anchbi to the

eaftwiEird ; and having got' as near her as' the tide

W6uld permit, we alio dropt anchor. •

.

' ^^fext morning Mr. WiWiamfon got 6nf 'board

th^'flnp,' and learnt th^t flie had been feveh

indhfhs from Europe, and three from the Cape bf
"Good Hopej that, before ftie failed, France and
^^\ti had declared war againft Great Britain

;

tfhd'that ihe left Sir Edward Hughes, with a fqua-

dron of irien ofwar and-? fleet 6t Eatt-Jridia fhips

M th^ Gape. I immediately fent a boat to ac-

^uhint Captain Gror6 with the intelligence we had
ifeceived. ^ . ,

At three o'clock in the morning of the 12thi

we flood over for Prince's liland, and came to ati

anchor within half a mile of the flvore, Lieute-

natit Lannyan, who had been here before with
Captain Cook in the year 1770, was fent along
^'ith the matter to look for the watering-place.

The natives, who came to us foon after wb
anchored, brought a plentiful fupply of laiigp

fowls, and fome turtles j but the laft, for the riioft

parti were very fmall. * ••''
*

r .^... ....,::•• ' —
-Oil

:r



33a THIKD TOTAOB Of

On the igth, being favoured by a breeze from
the north-weft, we broke ground, and the next
day had entirely loft iight of this place.

Of this iiland I (hail only obferve, that we
were exceedingly Uruck with the great general
refemblance of the native , both in figure, colour^

manners, and even language, to the nations we
had been fo much conyerfant ^|th in the South
Seat.

From the time of our entering thefe Straights,

we began to experience the powerful efFeds of this

peflileutial climate. Two of our people fell dan-

feroufly ill of malignant putrid fevers 5 which
owever we prevented from fpreading, by putting

the patients apart from the reft in the moft airy

births ; and we had the fingular fatisfa6tion of

efcaping from thefe fatal feas, without the lofs of

a iingle life; probably owing to the vigorous

health of the cre^ys, and the ftri£t attention now
become habitual in our men, to the falutary re-

gulations introduced amongft us by Captain Cook.
It had hitherto been Captain Gore'^ intention

to proceed directly to St. Helena, without ftop-

ping at the Cape, but the rudder of the Refolu-

tion having been reported to be in a dangerous

ftate, he refolved to fteer immediately for the

Cape, as the moft eligible place both for the reco«

very of the lick, and for the repair of the rudder.

In the forenoon of the 10th of April, a fnow
was feen bearing down to us, which proved to be

an Englifh Eaft-India packet, that had left Table
Bay three days before, and was cruiftng with or*

ders for the China fleet, and other India ihips.

The next morning we ftood into Simon's Bay*

We found lying here the Naftau and Southamp*
ton Baft Indiamen, waiting; for convoy for Burqpe.
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The Refolution faluted the fort with eleven guns,

and the fame number wns returned.

Mr. Brandt, the governor of this place, came
to vifit us as foon as we had anchored. He ap-

peared much furprifed to fee our crew in fo htal-

thy a condition, as the Dutch Ihip, that had left

Macao on our arrival there, and had touched at

the Cape fome timt- before, reported that we were
in a moil wretched (late, having only fourteen

hands left on board the Refolution, and feven on
board the Difcovery. It is not eafy to conceive

the motive thefe people could have had for pro-

pagating fo wanton and malicious a falfihood.

On the 15th, I accompanied Capinin Gore to

Cape Town ; and the next morning we wairt d
on Baron Pletenberg, the governor, by whom vvo

were received with every pofTible attentioi? aiid

civility. Both he and Mr. Brandt had coDctilvtjc]

a great perfonal afFe6lion for Captain Cor/k, as

well as the higheft admiration of his c haraeler,

and heard the recital of his misfortune with many
cxprelfions of unaffeded forrow.

During our flay at the Cape we met with every

proof of the mod friendly difpofition towards us,,

both in the governor and principal perfons of tlu*

place, as well Africans as Europeans.

Having completed our viftualling, and furnilh-

cd ourfelves with the neceflary fupply of naval

flores, we failed out of the bay on the .Qth ofMay.
On the 12th of June, Avepyflcd the equator for

.the fourth time during this voyage.

On the 12th of Augull, we made the weflera

roaft of Ireland ; and, after a fruirlei:. attempt to

get into Port Galway, from wb-n^L it was Cap-
tain Gore's intention to have [vnl the journals and
maps of our voyage to Loudon, we were obliged.
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by ftrong foutherly winds, to fteer to the north-
ward. On the 22d of Auguft^ at eleven in the

morning, both iliips came to an anchor at Strom«
nefsj and on the 4th day of Odober the ftiips

arrived fafe at the Nore, after an abfence of four

years, two months, and twenty-two days.

In the courfe of our voyage, the Refolution loft

but five men by iicknefs, three of whom were in

a precarious ftate of health at our departure from
England j the Difcovery did liot lofe a man. An
unremitting attention to the regulations efta-

bliihed by Captain Cook, with which the world
is already acquainted, may be juftly conlidered as

the principal caufe, under the bleliing of Divine
Providence, of this lingular fuccefs. .

Thus ended a voyage, diftinguifhed by the. ex-

tent and importance of its difcoveries. Befides

other inferior iilands, it added that fine group,

called the Sandwich Iilands, to the foriher known
limits of the terraqueous globe j it afcertained the

proximity of the two continents of Afia and
Amefica j and demonftrated the impra6ticabiHty

of a pafTage between them, either by an eafiera

or a weftern courfe.

This enterprife proved fatal to its principal

condudors. Captains Cook and Clerke, as we
have feen, never returned. Captain King, with a

conftitution broken by climate and fatigue, lived

indeed to publifh the voyage, which will immor-
talize his name; but he foon after fell a martyr
to what he had undergone in the fervice of his

country. He died at Nice, whither he had re^

tired for the mild falubrity of the air, in the au-

tumn of 17843 and though cut off in the bloom
of

nue cu
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oflife, left a name covered with honour tnd re-

membered with regret. He was the fourth fon of
the Dean of Ilaphoe in Ireland ; but of an £n^^
lifli family.

Having come to a concluiioQ of the voyages, in

which the genius liiid talents of that great navl*

gator, Captain Cook, ar« fo pre-eminently dif*

played, we cannot omit the opportunity of gra^
tifying a propenfity which our readers muft
naturally feel, of being oyade acquainted with
what family he left behind liim> iind how the

difpenfations of Providence may have difpofed

©fthem; but in doing this, forry are we to fay,

that we impofe on ourfelves a very painful duty,

for we are unfortunately compelled to relate a
tale of woe, n^elancholy and dillrel&ng in the e%^

treme.

When he fet oUt on his laft voyage. Captain
Cook's family confiifted of his wife and three fons,

the fecond of whom was loft on board the Thun-
derer man of "^ar, about fix months after the un-
fortunate death of his father. The eldeft fon,

who was appointed mafter and commander of the
Spitfire Hoop of war, while (he lay off Pool, wait-

ing for hands, in attempting to get on board, was
driven to fea in a boat, during the night, in a
heavy gaie of wind, and he and every perfon ia

the bpat periihed. But what confiderably ag*-

gravates this misfortune is, as was afterwards dif-

cloied by one of the failors on board the veffel,

that, in their diftrefs, they were met by a reve-

nue cutter, the hands of which threw them ^
rope, and Igy to, till they could bale their boat,

or the fury of the wind ftiould ceafe. But the

mafter of the cutter, who was then in bed, was
jjo fooner made act^uainted with thefe circum-

ilaacesg
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fiances, and that it was a king's boat, than, with
an oath, he ordered his men immediately to let

them adrift; and, in that Situation, they were
left to be overwjielmed by a tempeftuous fea.

His body was afterwards found, and conveyed
to Spithead on board .his own veffel, whence it

was conveyed to Cambridge, and buried by the

fide of the youngeft brother, who had fiiddenly

died of a fever, and whofe funeral he had attend-

ed only about fix weeks before.

Thus was a tender mother prematurely depriv-

ed of her hulband and children, and left to mourn
their untimely fates, which had fo powerful an ef-

fpdt upon her mind, as to reduce Mrs. Cook to a

mere Ihadow of what flie was formerly. At the

time we write, (he is ftill alive, and refides in the

vicinity of London, in genteel circumllances,

though far from having recovered her wonted vi-

gour of conftitution, or her long-lofl peace of

mind.
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