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March 8th, 1932*

Professor R* de L* French, 
Faculty of Engineering*

My dear Professor French,

interested In the proposalsI was very

at the meeting of the Faculty ofmade by you

Engineering yesterday afternoon wi t h rej. ere no e

improvement of the English of your students, 

it wouicl be possible fox you to loan
to the

I wonder i f

about twenty samples of the wo* st English you

I feel that I mus t mate some
me

havo encount red?

to this matter at the meeting of the

I would also

tho outline of the proposed

ref ere nc e

Protestant Commit tee next week*

like to have from you

new course.

Ever yours faithfully*

Pri ncipal
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McGill University
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Samples of poor student English
returned to Prof. French May 20/32

: <1 March 14th, 1952.

‘m

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL.D., 

Principal.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

.

After receiving you r letter 
regarding the question of English in the Faculty of 
Engineering, I discussed the matter with the Dean and 
we decided that the best form of answer vrould be a 
memorandum stating the problem and conditions which 
confront us.

m

■
We have therefore prepared

the enclosed statement which explains what we have in 
mind.

1
This will enable you to understand our ideas and 

will serve your purpose better than an outline of a course 
of study,which may be misunderstood, 
a brief statement of'what may be included in such a course, 
with a few examples culled from our essays and examination 
papers to show that we have reason to desire a change.

We enclose also

a

Please return the examples 
of students’ work when you have done with them.

We shall be glad to answer any
further inquiry you may wish to make.

Yours faithfully,

14. L/1
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^ <b aft(jff- i
Memorandum on ’’English” as it affects the Faculty of 

_________ Engineering.______________________

This memorandum is an attempt to state briefly
the oroblem of "English” as it affects the Faculty of Engineering, 
because this is vital to a proper understanding of some of the

Experience shows that a considerable 
limited command of English, either 

Evidence of this is found in their essays,
Inability to select and use words

problems which confront us. 
proportion of our students have a

written or spoken.
reports and examination papers, 
so that a definition, or a phrase of a specification, may be clearly
expressed and the meaning not open to doubt, is also very noticeable.

to loose thinking, and partly to lackThis can be ascribed partly
of facility of expression.

Engineers engaged in professional practice and
those in charge of the personnel departments of our large industrial

stress the importance of a student acquiringorganizations, constantly 
a fuller knowledge of English.

experience, not infrequently express 
English could be strengthened.

Our own graduates, after a few
a wish that the courses in 

The Faculty recognizes that there is
years

great room for improvement, and during the past three cr four ie.^rs
with theinstruction has been given in the First and Second Years

hope of effecting a change.
The problem is an extremely difficult one, the 

engineering student in general being what a doctor would descrioe
"bad patient” when so-called "cultural courses” are prescribed. 

This does not mean that he is of a lower mentality than those in 
other faculties or professions, but that he is of a distinctly

as a

s. .
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2.

In­
different type. He deals largely with inanimé.te things 

expresses the results of his thoughts in blue-prints and drawings,

andm

or by models made to scale. 

I the only method he can use. 

tion is changing however

Frequently this is the best 

Our social and industrial organiza- 

and it is necessary that the engineer 

of to-day, no matter what branch of the profession

even

he is
following, should have clear fundamental ideas on subjects which 

may be classed broadly as "non-technicaln. These constitute a 

general background for a proper understanding of our social 

structure, towards which the technical skill of the engineer has 

’contributed so largely, 

in such subjects as the following:-
To this end, interest must be developed

(a) The general history of mankind, particularly with regard
to the evolution of modern social and industrial conditions.

(b) The principles of political science and economics.

(c) Modem industrial organization, in the broad sense.

We believe that a great forward step will be 

made if the natural curiosity of the student can be directed along 

proper channels, and to this end his interest in English, both 

as a tool of his profession and as a means of acquiring the 

desired kind of knowledge of the subjects outlined above is of 

primary importance and must be stimulated.

Experience has shown that the regular courses 

given by departments devoted to such studies, fail in some

The engineering studentmeasure to attain their objective.

seems to establish a barrage or smoke-screen which those who do

A
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3.

clearly understand his outlook and method of approach,

We believe that more
not
find it difficult to penetrate.

be accomplished if a well-planned effort is made by the

engineering subjects and by engineers in practice 

the student the vital importance of such 

must try to enable him to see 

wall which technical study alone tends to set

can
teachers of

to bring home to

In a word
.

overwestudies. 

and beyond the 

| up around him..

This is a difficult task, but we 

inertia of the student can be overcome,believe that if the
he will be enabled to do much for himself, and will do so

therefore to use the

four years with the 

broad course of

We proposethrough his own reading, 

experience gained in the past three or 

First and Second Year classes in planning a

the four years of our course.supervised study extending over 
We believe that in many cases proper methods of study are

and that much nay be accomplished by an efiortnot followed
how to study, and how to develop those

which make for clearness of
Many of

to teach a student

habits of thought and expression
perception and the exercise of sound judgment.

be well illustrated and the attention ofthese points can
by reference to the procedure wuich 

followed in the collection of data on suojects in 

which he is interested professionally, and in the preparation

Opportunity will also be provided 

writing concise descriptive papers and simple specifications

the student arrested

should be

of technical reports.

fo r

and for practice in speaking before the class.
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4.

A series of talks on the development

of engineering and allied sciences, and on our social and 

industrial structure, will be given by members of our own 

and of other Faculties, and by outside speakers. We shall

seek to establish more personal contacts with the students-1
through group criticism and discussion, and proceeding bs?" 

methods which may appear somewhat unorthodox, try to meet 

what we believe to be the special needs of our students.

The active interest and participation of all departments will 

be needed in this effort to broaden the outlook of students, 

and to create an attitude of mind which will react favourably

'

on all our work.

The content of such a course cannot

be stated in terms as definite as those applicable to subjects

It is impossiblelike mathematics, electricity or mechanics, 

to write "ideas" into a bald summary of any course. The

attached outline of our plans will therefore be meaningless 

from our standpoint unless it is viewed in the light of this 

memorandum, and will appear to cover work done in the schools. 

Our experience shows, however, that students can be almost 

immune to some courses of instruction, not excluding those 

of a technical nature for which the teachers of the Faculty

Possibly they may be immune to theare responsible, 

efforts which we propose to make, but we are encouraged to

try the experiment.
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5.

Some examples of bad English, and of
things that could have been better expressed otherwise,

These are all taken from essays, reports or
are

also appended, 
examination papers of engineering students.

March 14th,1932.

H



'V

.. v'-’l

1. The economic value of English to the engineer.
2. A brief history of the language.

Some odd facts regarding words.
-i. English in college, taking notes, laboratory reports, etc. 

The writer’s tools,- dictionaries,
Letters,- physical make-up, conventions, composition, etc.

7. Engineering reports, methods of collecting and presenting data.
Descriptive papers, the summer 

9. Specifications.
10.

3.

5. etc.
6.

8. essay, etc.

linking your own handbook, 
il.^ Short speeches on non-technical subjects. 

Heading for information and for pleasure.12.

13. Careful criticism of work submitted by students.
Correcting work; especially with foreign-language students

i-Sm1I

♦
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Inter-department Correspondence

•■JC.
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:^>x McGill UniversityBSIFp

S!^5£â|,
Jfo& S

Office of the Dean, 
FACULTY OF ENGINEERING.

p/7' V

October 25th,1932.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.1I.G. ,K.C.B., 
Principal.

Dear Sir Arthur : -

I enclose a statement showing 
details of registration in the Faculty of Engineeringsome

for the current session.

You will note that in the School 
of Architecture the registration is almost identical 
with that of last session, and the distribution of students 
indicates that the registration is likely to be maintained 
for the next two or three sessions.

In the Engineering courses 333 students
You will note aare registered as against 335 last session, 

considerable decrease in the I fear entry, the figures being 
82 as against 108 last session. This decrease has been largely 
offset by increased registration in the higher years, notably 
in the IV Year. Several graduates have returned to taKe 
additional courses, and are registered in IV Year subjects.
In addition, 3 students are taking partial courses. This 
registration of graduates and partial students reflects tne

The men concerned are not proceedingindustrial conditions, 
to higher degrees, but are taking such courses as they need in 
view of the work in which they have been engaged.

There are usually two or three 
withdrawals about this time, but the figures submitted are 
substantially correct. The disconcerting feature is the large 
reduction in registration in the I Year Engineering Course,as 
this will be reflected in the entry in the upper years in the 
succeeding sessions. Our graduates of the past two sessions 
have found great difficulty in obtaining employmènt, and the 
number of graduate engineers,having several years experience, 
who are now out of employment is continually increasing. In 
view of these conditions it is natural that our entry should 
be checked, and while it is likely that some graduates will
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1 nter-deparimenl Correspondence

McGill University

Office of the Dean, 
FACULTY OF ENGINEERING.

Sir Arthur Currie. 2.

return lor further courses during the period of
tntfiesyi<?n’ th?fe ls good reas°n to believe that 
total entry will not increase our

but rather decrease.

sessïindl8hhaveffthl fïdents registered inVIea^last

theS; 2 withd^^rtL6^^;^ 2

-rftoid that To^^^Si^.-^gS'

Setu™^ £®peat the work of the year, but have not 
returned. The remaining 7 were eligible to proceed to
mîlvi SSme °f them havin8 only minor conditions, but

+ the 7 fat for supplemental examinations and having 
-aHëd to pass, he decided to remain out of College.

^Indents come from'different parts of Canada, the 
xmajonty being from Montreal. The additional fees charged

BritlSh students has therefore not been effective in 
any of these cases.

All

to the Registrar for his LS^tSS! * ^ °f ^ 1#tt”

Yours faithfully, \

Dean.

■
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McGill University, 
FACULTY OF ENGIOERIilG.

REGISTRATION.

School of Architecture.

1931-32.1932-33.

I Year
n

9«
6ti
11M

51Total registration 50

Engineering.
10882I Year ...........

II Year Chenu Eng * 18 
Engineer. 69 
Partial

IfII 82881trII

" Chem. .
" Civil 
» Elect 
» Mech. .
” Metallurgy 
” Mining 8 
” ” Part. 1 795829

9n Chem...... 13
Civil. .18 

" H(G).. 1.. 19
» Elect. 2Ï
» ”(G).. 1.• 25
” Mech.. .12
,T "(G).._4.. 1
" Metall....
n Min

IV
IV 25IV
IV 18IV
IV
IV
IV
IV

" "( )..
» ” ( 7 . .

IV 667815IV

Total Registration in the 
Faculty of Engineering..

Graduate
(G) = .
(p)= partial student in Faculty of Engineering.

386383

October 25th,1932,
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V McGill University
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

October 5th, 1929.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.S., K.C.B., 
Principal,

IiTi.De ,

McGrill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,

In accordance with your request 

I am forwarding herewith a copy of a letter which 

I propose to send to the Secretary of Corporation, 

regarding the application of the Montreal Women's 

Club for the admission of women students to the 

Department of Architecture, 

copy of the faculty Minute.

!■

1
I am also enclosing

a

Of course I shall not forward the 

letter unless and until it receives your approval.

M
■

Yours faithfully, mm

L4, Ai

1
Dean.

■
Enel. ■

SU
■m

L ' '



Copy for the Principal»

October 5th, 1929.

J. A. Eicholson, Esq., LL.D.,
Secretary to Corporation, 

McGill University.

Deer Dr. Bicholeon,
• ïour letter stating that Corporation 

has received, a communication from the Montreal Women’s 
Club, asking that women students be admitted to the courses 
in Architecture, was placed before the faculty of Applied 

Science at its last meeting.
In approaching the consideration of

this ouestion the faculty finds
1. Thet the accommodation in the Depart­

ment of Architecture is now taxed to the utmost, and that 
additional students cannot be admitted unless more room is 
provided.

2. That it la Impossible to provide 
additional accommodation for the Department in the present 
Engineering Building because all the remaining space in the 
building is urgently required for the regular work of the 
Engineering Departments housed therein.

3. That the Engineering Building was, 
designed for male students exclusively, 
common room or rest room is available for women, and owing

Do cloak room,

i Hi



Dr. Hicholson 2.

to the layout and construction of the building, and lack 

of available space, It Is practically Impossible to 

provide such accommodation.

4. The drafting rooms are open to architectural

students until 10 p.m., and an Important part of the work 

Is done In the evening. i’rom 5 p.m. until 10 p.m. there 
Is no staff supervision, discipline being maintained by the
students themselves. *his plan has worked admirably, 

the advent of women students would obviously
but

require the
supervision ol' a member of the staff during the evening hours. 

As no member of the staff is now available for such duty a
new appointment would be necessary. 

For these reasons the faculty feels that it 

cannot recommend to Corporation that women he admitted to

the Department of Architecture under present conditions.

Tours faithfully,

Dean.

V



Extract from Minutes of a meeting of the 
faculty of Applied Science, held October 2nd, 1929.

;
"Professor Traquair stated that the question had 

been thoroughly discussed; it has been concluded to be imprac­

ticable to admit women for various reasons, among which he 

mentioned the following:-

Women are not admitted to the Faculty of Applied 
Science, and the School of Architecture is an 
integral part of that Faculty.

There are no provisions in the Engineering Building 
for the accommodation of women students, and it 
would be an expensive matter to provide these.

At present the School of Architecture has a regis­
tration of forty, and there is no accommodation 
available for additional students.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4) Much architectural draughting is done at night, the 
main drawing-room being open until ten o'clock. The 
responsibility for the maintenance of discipline in 
the evening is assumed by the students themselves. If 
women students were admitted, it would be necessary 
to provide staff supervision during these evening 
drawing periods, and such supervision would require 
additional members of the staff and put the School to 
extra expense for which it has no funds.
Professor Traquair further remarked that the exclusion

of women from the School of Architecture had no bearing upon

I
I

m
4
■

.

.s§ their exclusion from the profession in this Province, inasmuch as 

admission to the profession is controlled by the Province of 

Quebec Association of Architects and not by McGill University.

Professor Traquair, seconded by Professor Hobbs, moved 

that this Faculty does not consider it possible to admit women 

students to the School of Architecture. The motion was carried."
U ' ê s
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'October 8, 1929,

Doan H*&* M&oKay, 
faculty of Applied Soienoe, 
icGill University,

Dear Dean MroXay i-

Tixo Principal asked me to say that he quite approves of 

letter and that he thinks it should be
your

sent at ones.

Tours faithfully,

nm
V \ .


