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FOREWORD

To

THE COLLECTION OF, "SPEECHES, PROPOSALS AND PAPERS OF THE
CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

The plight of children caught in the cross-fire of civil wars and employed as child
soldiers, 1s one of the most disturbing issues facing the-world today. Millions of children
have been killed in war. Countless others have been disabled, orphaned, displaced or
psychologically scarred by the trauma of abduction, detention, rape and witnessing the brutal

murder 6f family membérs.

The Conference on War-Affected Children m West Affica, held in Accra, Ghana was
a step toward ending this tragedy. It produced significant positive cutcomes ‘both in terms of
advancing respect for children's rights and secarity in the region, and the broader humap
security agenda of protecting people from violence.

This meeting. Bmught a diverse group together in common cause. Young people,

ministers from ECOWAS; civil society, journalists.and Canada came together and built

significant momentum towards the International Conference on War-Affected Children,
scheduled to take place in September, 2000 in Canada, and the 2001 UN Special Session on
Children. This conference was the right initiative at the right time, and it accoimplished
substantive and. meaningfil results,

The Conferénce produced the Accra Declaration and Plan of Action on War-Affected
Children, which Ghanian President Jerry Rawllngs presented at an ECOWAS Surmmit in
Abuja, for formal endorsemerit by the ofganization’s Heads of State.

"We also-benefited from the wise counsel of Mr. Qlara Otunnu, the United Nations
Secrétary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Ammed Conflict. Without his
support, vision and passion this agenda would not be where it is today. And Ambassador
Lansana Kouyaté, Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, made a substantial contribution not
least for his support in establishing an ageacy for regional conflict preveniion, peacekeeping
and security efforts. '

As a sign of our commmitment to-this agenda, the Government of Canada and
ECOWAS have signed an agreement to help implement the Accra Declaration and Plan of
Action. As a first step, the Government of Canada will help setup a Child Protection Unit
within ECOWAS dedicated to the protection of war-affected children.

Ag a further sign of Canada’s support for the children’s agenda, at International
Conference on Children Affected by Armed Conflict, wi il‘take.plaoe‘ in Winnipeg, Manitoba
in September, 2000. The outcomes of the Winnipeg Conference along with the

recommendations from the Acera Conference and submitted. to delegates at the Umled

Nations Spectal Session on Children in 2001.



-

A much more compréehensive approach must be taken if we are to subgtantially and
permanently improve the safety and security of the' world’s children. They require education,
tehabilitation, medical care, wumelhng, opportunities for recreation,.and vocational training
and employment opportunities, as well as activities aimed at prevenung their recruitment in
the first place. In short, they are entitled to their childhood.

The Acera conference was a success because of the dedication of many people: within

government gird outside. This momentum must be carried on 0 Winnipeg and theén New
York. To do so, we must all remain mvolved. There are many more contributions to make
-and many who have yet to miake. theirs. Governments; parliamentanans, officials, armed
“forces, representatives of civil society organisations, and academics, the po vate.sector and
young people: all hive 3 ralé to play.

- The collective work assembled within - the studiés-and reports, all of these
contibutions add to our knowledge and understanding of not nnly the cluldren’s agenda, but
also of conflict prevention, management and peacekegping.

In the Nkrumah tradition of "finding African solutiens to deal with African
problems", the Conterence on War-Affected Children in West Affica, ‘has made great strides.
We encourage regional hodics to find regionally—appfopnatc solutions to the plight of war-
affected children around the world. And we urge political and civil leaders to continue to
build upon the principles and practices we have advanced.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Goveémment of Canada
The Honourable Lloyd Axworthy

Minister of Foreign A [fairs of the'Republic.of Ghafia
The Honourahle James Victor Gheho
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ACCRA DECLARATION ON WAR-AFFECTED
CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

PREAMBLE

At the invitation of the-Govemnment of Ghana i colaboration with the Government of Canada,
with the active participation of the United Nations Special Representative for Children and
Armed Conflici, and the Fxecutive Secretary of ECOWAS, we ECOWAS Member States,
meeting in Acera from 27-28 Aprit, 2000, adopt the following declaration:

EXPRESSING DEEP CONCERN over the exploitation, abuse, torture, inhumane and
degrading treatment of all war-affected children 1n the region, ’

DEPLORING the involvement of children in armied eonflicts,

PAINFULLY AWARE of the trauma suffered by war-affected children and the grave
consequences for themselves, their families, and comrmunities,

DISTURBED by the proliferation of small arms and light weapons including the
indiscnminate vse of landinines in the sub-region, '

MINDFLUIL that there are many countries in the region which do not yet have
comprehensive national legislation for the protection of children and children's rights,.

EXPRESSING CONCERN over the lack of commitment towards the implementation of
the African Charter on the Righis and Welfare of the Child and the United Nations
Convetition on the Rights of the Child,

RECOGNIZING the important role that traming for military and othier security agencies
on the rights of the ¢hild can play in the protection of children, including child
‘combatants,

MINDFUL of the important role that civit society plays in the protection, demobilization,
reintegration and rehabilitation of war-affected children, .

CONVINCED of the need for governments to promote democracy and good governance
to increase tolerance und understanding,

AWARE that leadership and accountability are the responsibility of governments,

RECOGNIZING and APPRECIATING the role of neighbouring states in the reception
and support of refugees,
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ACKNOWLEDGING that children, as nation-builders, are the guarantors of the future,
RECOGNIZING the wish of'the children Lo establish a children-to-children network,

'RECOGNIZING that education and vocational trajning are important means of
reintegrating: war-affested children and of preventing the involvement of children in
future conflicts,

RECOGNIZING the heed for strengthened regional initiatives for the secuiity and
well-being of ¢hildren,

FURT HER TO THE Declaration of ECOWAS Foreign Ministers on Child Soldiers,
signied in March 1999 in Bamako,

FURTHER ALSO to the UN Secuntjp Council Resolution T261 {1999 and 1265 (1899)
concerning war-affected ¢hildren and the protection of civilian populations in situations
of armed conflict,

CALL FOR the immediate releasc by armed groups in the sub-region of all children
abducted and held against their will,

RESOLVE to ratify and fully implement lhe.pml.-'isions of international instruments on
the tights of the child,

CALL UPON ECOWAS Member States to take-all necessary steps to fully implement
and Tespect the atorementioned United Natiens Security Council Resolutions, the four

Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, as well as the A frican Chartcl on the

Rights and Weifare of the Child, the Convention on the Rights. of the Child, the
International Labour Organization Convention 182 Coicerning the Prohibition and
Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms.of Child Labour, the draft
Optional Protocol on the livelvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and the Ottawa
Treaty to Ban the Stockpile, Production, and Use of Anti-Personnel Mines.and further
calls upon all Member States tosign and ratify the protocol once it is open for signature,

COMMIT to ratify the Statute.of the International Crirninal Court and to bring to justice
those who commit violations against children,

COMMIT te working closely with civil society groups to ensure the protection,
disarmament, and demobilization of child combatants and reintegration and rehabilitation
of war-affected children into thewr families and communities,
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RESOLVE to establish and strengthen programs for the rehabilitation of all war-affected
children, as well as programs for the suctessful réintepration of those childten within
dommunities,

AGREE, incooperation with donor agencies-to work towards ensuring that all chaldren
have access to quality basic education, and as part of that effort, develop schoel curricula
to support awareness of human rights and good governance principles, alternate dispute
resolution methods, tolerance, and techniques for conflict management,

DECIDE tc incorpotate child rights and the protection of children in armed conflict, into
training programs for military forces end other security agencies,

RESOLVE to develop specific programs 1o provide informatien, education and,
communication materials on child rights in order that the media are-well informed to
contribute to the rights, welfare and protection of children, and to develop media
activities, particularly radio programmes, for the benefit of war-affected children,
sensitive to, and consistent with the best.interests of the child, R

RESOLVE to implement early warning/response systems in the region fo prevent arined
conflicts and the victimization and abuse of children and their involvement in these
conflicts,

COMMIT to promote Sub-'rcgional? cross-border initiatives to reduce the flow of smail
arms and light weapcons, the recruitment and abduction of children, the displacement of
populations and the separation of families; as well as illicit trade in natural resources,

CALL cn the international community to provide more support to host countries and
UNHCR, in order to reduce the soétal, ceonomic, environmental and security. impact of
réfugee outflow within the sub-region,

Call on ECOWAS Member States to provide, with the support of TN ageheies and
donors, full protection, access and relief to refugees and intemally displaced persons, the
vast majority of whom are women and children, in accordance with internaiional réfugee
law and the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement,

COMMIT to support the Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Manzagement, Resolution, Peacékecping and Security signed by all ECOWAS
Member States at the Lome Sumimit on 10 December, 1999,

STRONGLY URGE ECOWAS Member Siates to support the implementation of the
ECOWAS Moratorium in order to hatt the proliferation of small arms-and light
weapons in the sub-region,
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RESOLVE, with assistance fiom the international community, to keep duty tours of
ECOWAS peacekeepers to a reasonable length, in kecpirig with UN Standards,

ESTABLISH an office.within ECOWAS for the proteclion of war-affected children.in the
sub-region and DECIDE to review the activities of ECOWAS in the protection of
war-atfected children in the tegion and agree to remain actively seized of the matter,

AGREE 1o instirute, in solidanty with any country in a conflict situation, an-annual "West
African Week of Truce for War-Affected Children” in all ECOWAS Member States, to
coincide with the Day of the African Child (June 16) and to raise public.awareness about
the plight of war-affected. children in the region, '

COMMIT to work with community leaders to suppbrt efforts to strengthen and apply
these noms in recognition of the important role of traditional values and norms which
provide for the protection of children in situations of conflict,

COMMIT to take measures to involve young people as parficipanis and advocates in the
movement for the protection of war-iffected children, including developing children-to-
children networks within West Afnca,

CALL onthe donor cc-rrmmmty UN agencies, and international NGOs, to support and
sirengthen national institutions, local NGOs, local civil society, and communities to offer
support and build local capacities for protection and advocacy for war-affected children,

DECIDE te dedicate a meeting of ECOWAS Foretgn Ministers within the next twelve
months to examine the role 6f national governments and ECOWAS in the protection of
all war-affected children,

ECOWAS Member States urge the international community to provide expertise, as well
as moral and financial support for the implementation of these iniliatives.






CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN TN WEST AFRLCA
PLAN OF ACTION

At the invitation of the Government of Ghana in collaboration with the Government of Canada,
with the active participation of the United Nations Special Representative for Children arid
Armed Conflict, and the Executive Secietary 0f ECOWAS, we, ECOWAS Member States,
mieeting in Accra from 27-28 April, 2000, adopted a Declaration on War-Affected Children.
Pursuant to this Declaration, we, ECOWAS Member States agreé to cooperate with
representatives of ¢ivil society organizations, international oreanizations, and donor agencies, (o
carry out the following actions,

A. PROTECTION

@ Implementing Normis and Standards

CALL FOR the immediate release by drmed groups in the sub-region of all children
abducled arid held against their will,

RESOLVE to ratify and fully implement the provisions of international instruments on
the rights of the ¢hild,

CALL UPON ECOWAS Member States to take all necessary steps to fully implemient
and respect the United Nations Secunity Council Resolutions- 1261 (1999) and 1265
{1999), the four Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, as well as the '
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the Convention on the Rights.of
the Child, the Iniernational Laboar Orgamzation ‘Convention 182 Cnncermng the
Prohibition and Tmmediate Action for the Elinmination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour.and the drafi Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
and furthér call upon dll parties to:sign and ratify the protocol once ii is open-for
signature,

a. Host training sessions on the application and implementation of theintetnational
instruments on the rights of the child, especially the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the draft Dptmnal Protocol on the Tavolvement of Children i
Armed Contlict:

b. Following adoption of the Plan 6f Action, designate a national body responsible
for coordinating and monitoring the implementation of International Instraments
on the rights ofthe child, and provide the name and address of this body 1o the
Legal Division at the ECOWAS Secretariat;
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Following adoption of the Plan of Action, bring inte force national legislative and
regulatory measures to set the minimurm age for military recruitment at 18 years;

Following adoption of the Plan of Action, bring inito force comprehensive national
measures - including legislative, regulatory and administrative measures - on the
protection of children which incorporate the substantive provisions of the.above
international instruments on the rights of the child;

Disseminate information on the key provisions of infernational instruments on the
rights of the child. This information should be readily available to local
pnpuIatmm in West Africa, in non-technical style and translated into local
languages and dialects. The information should be communicated both oratly and
i written formal.

COMMIT to ratify the Statute of the International Criminal Court and to bring to justice
those who commit violations against children.

Demtobilization, Disarmament, Rehabilitation and Reintegration
COMMIT to working closely with civil society groups to ensure the protection,

disarmament, and demobilization of child combatants, and reintegration and
rehabilitation of war-affected children into their families and communities,

Identify trained local or hational groups to serve with ECOMOG Stand-by Units,
to assist with disarming, demobilizinp, reintegrating and rehabilitating
war-affected children as mandated in the Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peace-keeping and Security
including addressing the pender-specific challéngcs of reintegration;

Fnsuire the close collaboration and enordination between all governments and civil
society groups active in the region n the provision of services to war-affected
‘childfen, with particular attention to. gender difiensions.

RESOLVE to.establish and stréngthen programs for the: rehabilitation of all wariafff:ctcd
L-h.lI(il’i:lL as.well as programs for the successtul reintegration of those children within
communities,

Raise media awareness on issues relating to war-affected children;

Ensure that the particular and differentiated needs of war-affected-children are
taken into account in the provision.of services o war-affected populations, and to
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ensure that such considerations are mamstreamed in service design, development
and delivery in keeping with efforts to institute’ the Sphere Project: Humanitaran
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response and other relevant
instruments:

In argas prone to conﬂict,’ ﬁm‘st_rﬂiul services infrastructure should be structured
and expanded to care for the specific needs of girt and boy child soldiers and
war-affected children and to enable continuous assessment of egach individual
child;

Ensure the overall protection of the. gi;ltchﬂd as provided for by the Convention

ot the Rights of the €hild and the Beijing Platform for Action. Pay particular

atténtion to sexual exploitation, abuse, apd frauma, including those associated
with pregnancy.

Consult extensively at the community and national lével to ensure that
rehabilitation and refitegration programmes are carried out in collaboration with
civil society, community leaders, traditional and religious authorities, including
women's and children’s organizations,

-Allocate a percentage of the national budget to demobilization, reintegration and

rehabilitation programmes, wherever there are children affected by armed conflict.

Education

AGREE, in-cooperation with donor agencies to work towards ensuring thai all children

have access to quality basic education, and as part of that éffort, develop schoel curricula

to support awareness of human rights and good governance principles, alternate dispute
resolution methods, tolerance, anil téchniques for conflict management,

a.

Provide the resources required to maintain educational services for children,
including refugee and internally displaced children in conflict and post-conflict
sithations;

Provide for the sensitization of uther siudents, parents and school authorities'to
accept all war-affected children, including child soldiers, as students and to
recognize their particular needs by developing flexible teaching methodologies
geared to instruct these children;

Review and modify school eurrigulum and course materials to integrate peace
education and remove discriminatory gender, ¢thnic; and religious stereotypes;
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d. Support and encourage-the efforts of commumity leaders, parents, elders, teachers,

and religious leaders to reclaim valuable traditional values;

e. Provide for-econemically viable and marketable (or artisan-criented) skills or
vocational fraining to allow young men and wornen to earn a sustainable
livelihood.

B. PREVENTION

{i)

(i)

Addressing Fundamental Political, Social, Economic Factous

a. Resolve to take political, social and economic preventive measures to address
factors which tend to contribute to the cccurrence or recurrence of conflict and to
that end calls'on ECOWAS Member States to ensure good governance and
democratic practice, more equitable patterns of resource distibution within
‘countries, national colesion and elimination of conditions of extreine poverty and
despair.

Military Edocation and Training

DECIDE to incorperate child tights and the protection of children in armed conflict, into
training programs for military forces and other security agencies,

a. Devise, share and incorporate military training manuals and programs on
[nternational Human Righits and Humanitarian Law, focussed particularly on
chitdren's rlghts,_

b. Intensify existing training programs for military forces and other security

agencies, t0 e more sengitive to issues of child rights and gender;

C. Develop a network of military institutions sensitive to the rights of therchild,
gender and specialized training on Intemational Humanitarian Law issues. This
network will ensuie periodic evaluation of the efféctiveness of these International

Hmnamtaﬁan Law U"dll]lng: programs;

d. Adopt measures to improve the g_end‘m"halanca among peacekespers in national
armed forees;

&, Explore ways and means to. enforce compliance with international instraments on
gender and the rights of the-child;

i
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f Inglude women?s and children’s organizations in. the training of military forces,

police and other securily apencies.
Media Awareness and Activities
RESOLVE to develop specific programs to-provide information, education and

comumunication matétials on child rights in order that the media are weli informed to
contribute to the rights, welfare and protection of children, and to dévelop media

activities, particularty radio programmes, for the benefit of war-affected children,

sensitive,‘to?.and consistent with the best interests of thé child,

ao. Host informaiion session for local m'edia'organizaﬁnns‘ on'the provisicns, ot
international and regional instruments on the rights of the child, including United
Natiens Security Council Resoluiions 1261 (1 999) and 1265 {1999), the four
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, -as well as the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the draft Optional Protocol on the Involvement of 'Children in
Armed Conflict, and Security Council Resolutions 1261 and 1265 and encourage
and-assist local media orgamizations to moniior the eflfective adherence to these
instruments;

b, Organise information sessions to media organizations on the provisions of the
Statute of the International Criminal Court; including on the definitions of
genocide, crimes against Humanity and war crimes;

c. Develop media information, particularly radio programmes, devoted to the needs
and ‘interésts of children and young people affected by conflict. This wonld serve:
to give voice to children’s concerns, offer education, traming, and entertainment,
promote tﬂléraﬁce,\rét_uncil'iﬂt'inn, and raise awareness of the'rights and protection
of children. |

Early Warning Systems

RESOLVE io implement early warning/response systems in the region to forestail armed
conflicts and the victimization and abuse of children and their involvement in these

contlicts,

a. Designate focal poinis (community members, (raditional guthorities, and other
organisations} which are represented throughoul the country o act as sarly
wamirng contact cepires.  Also, designate a govermment-agency, inlémational
organisation, or representative of civil society in national capitals to collect,
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compile and report immediately on signs of potential conflict;

Bolster ECOWAS early warning capacity so that the four Observation and
Monitering Zonal Bureaux can nietwork with designated centres in national
capitals and oversee an early warning network with the aim of protecting children
from involvemient m conflicts; \

Ensute that mmedia representatives are afforded the nccessary freedom to recognize
and report responsibly and accurately on potential and actual conflicts;

Identify groups or i_ndividuqls'wha are wiiling. and able to ﬁ;n-::lin:m as non-partisan
mediators, and provide suppott that they may be mobilized at short notice to
defuse conflict situations;

In conflicét prone areas, encourage dialogue between opposing factions by holding
periodic meetings with commanity leaders and other tocal authorities, including
women and young people.

C. REGIONAL INITIATIVES

(®

ECOWAS Conflict Prevention Mechanism

a.

Integrating Child Protection into ECOWAS Peacemaking Iratiatives
Ensure that the protection and well-being of children features systematically in
any negotiations to end war and peace accords.

Integrating the proteetion of children into ECOWAS peacekeeping opetations
Ensure that the foliowing meéasures are incorporated into EE{JW&S_;pEacckaeping
operations:

That the protection and rights of children are explicitly provided forin the
mandates of ECOWAS Peacekeeping missions;

That child protection advisers atc attached to. ECOWAS field missions;

That appropriate training is provided for.all peacekeeping personnel with regard
to the rights and protectien of children.

COMMIT to promote sub-regional, crass-border initiatives to reduce th»ﬁ:_‘ﬂqw of small
arms and light weapons, the recruitment and abduction of children, the displacement of
populations.and the separation of families, as well as illicit trade in natural resources.

CALL on the intermational community te provide more suppott to host countries and

[—ry =
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UNHCR, in order to reduce the social, economic, epvironmental, and security tmpact of

refugee outflow within the sub-region.

CALL on ECOWAS states to provide, with the support-of UN agencies and donors, full

protection, access and relief to refugees and internally displaced persons, the vast
majotity of whom are women and children,in accordance with international fefugee law
and the Guidng Principles on Internal Displacement.

COMMIT to suppott the Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security signed by all ECOWAS Member

States at the Loine Summit ont( December, 1999,

. Ratify in the shortest time possible the Pm;c-cuI Relating to the Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security;

b. Fully support, both morally and financially, a role for the Protocol Refaling to the
Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and
Security, in the protection of children in areas of potenitiat conflict, and
war-affected children;

c. Ensure, through work with donor organisations, thai the four Observation and
Mﬂmtﬂnng Zones, mandated in Article 24 of the Protocol (in Banjul,
Ouagadougou, Monrovia, and. Cotonoun) are fiully functional within a reasonable
time, and that their monitoring and reporting functions include early warning.and
monitoring on children's rights and security. Monitoring should inéhide social,
political, economic and military indicaters relating to the security of children.

ECOWAS Moratorium

STRONGLY URGE ECOWAS Member States to support the implementation of the
ECOWAS Moratorium in order to halt'the protiferation. of smiall armis and light weapons
in the sub-region,

a. Fully supporl the Programme for Co-ordination and Assistance for Security and
Development, and in particular; the implementation of'a regmnal arms and light
weapons registry and database;

b. Assemble an BCOWAS experis high-level group to assess implementation of and
non-compliance with the ECOWAS Moratorium at hational levels, and 1o
recornmend measures to be taken against individuals or states proven to have
violated the ECOWAS Moratorium on small arms and measures to encourage full
implementation;
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Ensure that national niilitary, police, and customs officials and all other security
agencies and customs admimstration training programs include sessions on the
BCOWAS Moratoiium on small anms and light weapons, as well as instrizctions
regarding identification of behaviours which constitute an infraction of the
ECOWAS Moratorium.,

Peacckeeping Duty

'RESOLVE, with assistance from the intemational community, to keep duty tours of

ECOWAS peaceketpers to a reasonable length, in keeping with UN Standards.

Instituitionalizing Child Protection within ECOWAS.

ESTABLISH an office within ECOWAS for the protection of ’Wa:t Affected Children in
the region and-agree to-remain actively seized of (he matter,

&

Establish within the ECOWAS Secretariat, a Desk or Toeal point dedicated to the
protection of war-affected children which deals with emérgency assistance,
humamtanian and human rights 1ssues, mcludmg carly warning capacity and
adequate vocational training. This Desk or ‘focal point should draw on expertise
and growing knowledge base housed in the Programme for Assistance and
Coordination for Security and Developiment (PCASED) ta ensurc that the isnpact
of arms proliferation on war-affected children is addressed;

In so doing, build ECOWAS capacity to moenttor the implementation of, and
aflherence to, international instrumenits on the rightq of the child, and to monitor
mntmw.fcnnﬂns of the provistons of these conventions;

Institute ECOWAS measures against stales, groups or individuals which use child
soldiers or which assist in the use of child soldiers;

Obtain the support and collzbotation for such measures from the international
Commumnity.

West African Week of Truee for War-Affected Children

AGREE to institute, 11 solidarity with any country in a conflict sifuation, an annual "Wesl

African Week of Truce for War-Affected Children” in all ECOWAS Member States, to
coincide with the Day of the African Child (June 16), to raise public awareness ahout the
plight of war-affected children in the region,
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a. Identify national groups charged with.coordinating educational activities for the:
week of truge;
b. Ensure the coordination of relief and humanttarian services including vaceination

and registration of children during the week of truce;

C. Support efforts to disarm and demobilize all ¢hildren who have been inveolved in
armed conflict and ensure that the principle of best interests of the child is taken
nto account when doing so;

d. Rehahbilitate and reintegrate war-affected children during and in the period leading

up ke the week of truce, in addition to taking all necessary steps for family
reum fication and the physical and psycho-social healing of all war-affected
children;

€. Institute measures on the week of truce to encourage and mobilize families to
register all children who were not registered at birth;

T Engage international groups as official céase-fire monitors in argas of conflict,
during the week of truce.

COMMIT to work with community leaders to support efforts to strengthen and apply
traditional values and nornmns which provide for the protection of children in situations of

‘conflict, in recognition of the important rofe of these values and norms in African

societies:

COMMIT to take measures to involve young people as participants and advocates in the
movemet for the protection of war-affected children, including deyeloping children-to-

children networks, and links within West Africa.

CALL ON the donor community, UN agencies and international NGOs, to support and
strengthen national institutions, local NGOs, local civil society, and commuaities to offer
support-and build local capacities for protection anid advocacy for war-affected children.

DECIDE to dedicaie a meeting of ECOWAS Foreign Ministers within the next twelve |
months to examine the role of national governments and ECOWAS in the protection of
alt war-affected children.

ECOWAS Mimbér States urge the international community to provide expertise, as well

as moral and financial support for the implementation of these imitiativés.
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YOUTH RESOLUTION
ON WAR AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

We, 21 children/young people, aged between 15 and 20 years, from 11 different member
countries of ECOWAS, participated in the “Youth Workshop on War-Affected Children in
West Africa” held in Accra from April 24-26, 2000 to examine the difficult situation with
which many of us are confronted in our sub-region where wars continue to rage and conflicts
casily become violent.

Organized by UNICEF and the Canadian Government, the workshop provided us with an
opportunity to develop a common position on key concerns affecting our survival, protection
and development to put before a high level conference of ECOWAS ministers and other
policy makers.

The issues discussed were:

. The realisation of our rights, as set forth by the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
and their violation in general and in situations of armed conflict in particular;

. The definition of conflict and war and the protection of children affected by armed
conflict;

. The rehabilitation and reintegration of child soldiers;

. The repatriation and resettlement of refugees and displaced children;

. The health care to respond to the physical and psychological damage caused by the
war and to ensure the right to life survival and development;

. The specific situations faced by boys and by girls;
. Reintegration of children into families and communities;
. The fundamental importance of education.

REALISING that children and women are the first and most vulnerable victims of war and
conflicts that undermine the region, delay development and hinder the realisation of
children’s rights;

RECOGNISING that war results in fear, violence, suffering, uncertainty and touches not only
the countries directly affected but also other countries especially the neighbouring ones,
whose stability and security may be compromised under the circumstances; (

SEIZING the opportunity offered by this meeting to launch an appcal to the Governments of

West African countries through the Honourable Ministers represented here, and to the [
international community meeting on the occasion of this important conference;

NOTING that education must be taken as a key strategy in establishing a culture of peace;

WE HEREBY RECOMMEND, generally:

. That all measures be taken to stop the proliferation and perpetuation of war and

conflict through preventive actions based, among others, on the promotion of a culture
of peace, fraternity and tolerance dear to our continent;
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That the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child and ail other International Instruments and standards protecting
children in situations of armed conflict, be ratified, implemented and their provisions
respected by West African States;

That special mechanisms for monitoring the implementation of these instruments and
for investigating violations of rights be created at the national level by respective
governments in collaboration with civil society and at regional level by ECOWAS.
Such mechanisms should report regularly;

That States and all others responsible for these violations be held accountable through
appropriate mechanisms, and be sanctioned, taking into account the interests of
children;

That a network ot children’s organisations of ECOWAS countries be established by
ECOWAS and all concerned, recognising the importance for children and youth to
meet, share cxperiences and participate in finding solutions together;

That the highest priority be given to the realisation of our right to accessible, quality,
formal and non-formal education for all, as well as vocational skills training, taking
into account article 28 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which
provides for free and compulsory primary cducation, these being the basic conditions
for our proper growth and development.

WE RECOMMEND SPECIFICALLY, among other things, on:

A.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

Ensure the provision of quality basic services to ali children, including physical and
psychological health and psycho-social care and assistance for children, victims of
violence, children with disabilities, etc.;

Encourage the creation of rehabilitation centres for children affected by war providing
psycho-social assistance, health care, family tracing;

Strengthening communities and familics to protect and care for the children;

Ensure the creation of "safe zones" for children and women during war. These zones
must be protected and those who violate them must be brought to justice.

CHILD SOLDIERS

To prohibit the use of children under 18 as soldiers;

Those who still recruit children as soldiers must be brought to justice;

To ensure that the process of demobilization and rehabilitation of child soldiers
includes appropriate programmes of special education to facilitate their reintegration.

REPATRIATION AND REINTEGRATION

All West African States, especially war torn countries must assume responsibility and
assist refugees to be repatriated and resettied in the countries of their origin;
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. All States must crcate an enabling environment for the reintegration of former
refugees, especially the most vulnerable groups such as orphans, child soldiers,
children separated from their families, into communities and families of origin by, for
instance, supporting the families in difficulty with basic services.

WE RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE the priority given to the issue of children aftected by
armed conflicts as demonstrated by the adoption of new important instruments and by the
great number of meetings held at international, regional and pational levels;

In light of these positive steps and in consideration of our recommendations resulting from
two-and-a-half days of work, we would like to ask you, Honourable Ministers of West
African Governments and representatives of the international community, a few questions
that you may wish to take into account during your meeting:

. What are the actions that you plan to undertake in order to translate these
commitments into real promotion and protection of our rights?

. How do you plan to carry out these actions?

. What support is the international community willing to offer?

. What resources (human, material and financial) are our States and the International
Community ready and willing to make available?

. What will be, and who will ensure, the follow-up to this important meeting, and the

implementation of recommendations resulting from your efforts and ours?
We would like to conclude by thanking UNICEF and the Canadian and Ghanaian

governments and the children and people of Ghana for the support that made it possible for us
to come to this country and share important experiences.

Made in Accra, 26 April 2000
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GUIDELINES FOR JOURNALISTS
COVERING CHILDREN IN WAR AND CONFLICT

Adopted by Participants in the Workshop for Journalists
on War-Affected Children

Organised by UNESCO, Accra, 24-29 April 2000

A. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

The right to freedom of expression is a fundamental human right. All rights and duties of a
journalist originate from this right. From this also derives the right of thc public to be
informed. Joumalists in war and conflict situations shall, accordingly, uphold as a supreme
professional obligation the public's right to accurate information.

Journalists shall consider it their obligation to publicize early warming signs to potential
conflict situations.

Journalists shall pay attention to covering ctforts at resolving conflicts, rehabilitation and
social reintegration, not ignoring efforts made through local initiatives.

B. PROFESSIONAL COMMITMENT OF JOURNALISTS

Journalists shall maintain a high degree of commitment and professionalism in the discharge
of their duties. In furtherance of this principle:

1. Journalists shall maintain independence of conscience from all factions in war and
conflict;

2. Journalists should constantly guard against being used as propaganda tools;

3. Journalists should endeavour to establish links with civil society and any other
credible sources in order to develop a high degree of mutual trust and confidence;

4. Journalists covering situations of armed conflict shall properly familiarize themselves
with issues affecting the conflict;

5. Journalists shall endeavour to cxpose by any mcans available acts of atrocities and
their perpetrators at all imes;

6. Journalists should make every effort to avoid being compromised with such things as
incentives which might influence them to deviate from the established professional
ethics.

C. SENSATIONALISM

In view of the volatile nature of armed conflicts, journalists shall take the greatest care in the
choice of language, images and information so as not to aggravate the conflict situation.

Where information is true but potentially explosive and the jounalist thinks it is of public
interest, he/she must take great care in publishing the story.



D. ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION

Journalists must avoid fanning ethnic sentiments, particularly among children.
E. PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

Joumnalists shall at all times strive to uphold the principle that children involved in violent
conflicts are victims whether they are combatants or non-combatants.

The use of children as fighters is an abuse; journalists shall never present such abuse as an
altractive venture.

Journalists should avoid portraying illegal combat camp life as an attractive haven for
children.

Pictures and stories that glorify child combatants as heroes and heroines shall be avoided.
Where pictures of child combatants must be used, journalists must accompany such pictures.
with captions that discourage children from war.

Joumnalists shall, as much as possible, focus more on issues and events, and less on individual
children or their experiences.

Where it is necessary to focus on the experiences of individuals, journalists shall do so
without mentioning real names, revealing real identities either in the story, photographs or
imagcs, of the children.

Journalists in their stories shall substitute the term "child-soldier” with "child-combatant," on
the grounds that a child by definition cannot train to become a soldier.

Journalists shall not present child combatants as "doomed-for-life" since this may make
social and cultural reintegration more difficult.

Journalists shall endeavour to disclose the identity of people who abuse children. This should
be aimed at uncovering criminals to the process of justicc.

In filing stories, all effort shall be made to reflect the perspectives of children, including
direct quotes.

Where this is not possible, journalists shall explore other sources apart from children such as
opinion leaders, members of the civil society and individuals mindful that the protection of
the identity and the intercst of the child is paramount.

It shall be the duty of every journalist to rectify any information he/she publishes about
children that is found to be incorrect.



E. PRIVACY OF CHILDREN

Journalists are obliged at all times to protect the identity of the children who suffer, or inflict
on others violence such as sexual crimes, murder, and other crimes.

G. RIGHTS OF JOURNALISTS

Taking into account the grave risks journalists are exposed to in the discharge of their work,
journalists assigned to cover dangerous situations shall be given full personal insurance
coverage by their employers.

A journalist shall comply with, and shall benefit from, the protection specified under
International law, in particular the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional
Protocols of 1977.

A journalist shall not be compelled to perform or express a position contrary to his or her
convictions. ’
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CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CIVIL SOCIETY DAY

His Excellency the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ghana,
His Excellency the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada.

[t is my singular and esteemed privilege to present to you on behalf of all participants and
contributors to the Civil Society Day, their recommendations which they hopefully pray wall
be received and supported by your esteemed Governments.

Betfore 1 do so, however, permit me, your Excellencies to extend on their behalf their
greetings, felicitations and sincere appreciation to the Government of Ghana and the

Government of Canada for convening this conference which brings to the table the very
sensitive and delicate issue of war-affected children in our sub-region.

It is hoped by all parties to the Civil Society Day that both governments will maintain this
much needed and desired dialogue between govemment and civil society.

Oncc again, do accept our sincere thanks and greetings.

FACTORS WHICH CIVIL SOCIETY IDENTIFIED AS CAUSING CONFLICTS

. Lack of a culture for the respect of human rights on the part of governments which has
resulted in their failure to ratify and implement international and regional instruments
on the protection of human rights in general and on children's nghts in particular,

. Bad govemance, evident in the lack of decentralized systems, has resulted in the
inequitable distnbution of resources, a consequence of which is massive migration to
cities, marginalization of social groups leading to resentment and aggression, a ris¢ in
poverty, and impoverishment and social aversion to the state system,

. The growing phenomenon of children in especially difficult circumstances, such as
street children, especially in the urban arcas of A frican states, has created a potentially
explosive situation. This is a result of economic deprivation, stigmatization, lack of
education and a normal family environment. This may stem from inadequate
national/social policies.

. Lack of rigorous legislation in the acquisition and importation of small arms, and
selective enforcement of said legislation has resulted in the proliferation of small arms
and nsecurity.
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The exposure of children to weapons of war through local production, distribution,
utilization and through exposure to harmful electronic and print media without
etfective monitoring systems and legislation in place.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS ARISING FROM THE WORKSHOPS

Prevention

Strengthen military capacity to deal with war-affected children in the heat of conflict,
especially with the child combatants as the military often comes face-to-face with
them and may be the only people available to deal with these children.

Prevention of conflict must be a holistic effort involving government, civil society
and communities; this collaboration should be strengthened to deal with the root
causes of conflict.

Rehabilitation and Reintegration

Governments and the international community should be encouraged to give priority
to the rehabilitation and reintegration of children in post-war societies by providing
and strengthening social structures that are critical for healing and re-socialization.

The plight of girls shouid be highlighted; national structures and programs to address
the needs of the girl child in the post-war socicty should be given attention.

Advocacy

Governments should sign and ratify conventions and protocols on the rights and
protection of the child including the Rome Statutes on the cstablishment of the
International Criminal Court and the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, when it is opened for signature.

Governments should publish the international and regional conventions on the rights
of the child in their local dialects and circulate them widely within their jurisdiction.

Upon review, the ECOWAS Moratorium should be developed into a legally-binding
agrecment in order to ensure that the issue of small arms proliferation in the
sub-region is addressed.

Education

Governments and the donor community should adopt a participatory approach and
involve communities in all aspects of programming.

Priority should be placed on government and donor coordination in the development
of projects to avoid duplication of effort and inefficient/inappropriate use of resources.

Accra, 26th April, 2000
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YOUTH WORKSBOP ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN
IN WEST AFRICA

At the Miklin Hotel
Accra, GHANA, 24-26 April 2000

PROGRAMME

Sunday, April 23, 2000: Arrival of participants

Evening: dinner & team building

Core Facilitator: Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda

Day One: Monday, April 24, 2000

7.30-8.15
8.30-8.40
8.40-8.45
8.45-9.15

9.15-10.15
10.15-10.45

10.45-12.30

12.30-1.30

1.30-2.30
2.30-3.30

3.30-4.00

Breakfast/Registration

Demonstration of Interpretation Equipment

Short meditation

Opening and Welcome Addresses, Chaired by Fidelia Adomanko-Mensah
UNICEF - Omar Abdi, Representative

Ghana National Commission on Children — Alberta Quartey, Chairperson
Canadian High Commission - Janet Graham, Canadian High Commissioner
Announcements, Objectives and Expectations

BREAK

Introduction to Child Rights & Responsibilities:

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child

Purpose of the exercise: To create awareness on children’s rights and
responsibilities,

LUNCH

Video presentation and discussion

Linking Child Rights and War: How does war affect children’s nights, i.e.
which rights are violated in situations of war and conflict. Which articles
address protection of children in war and conflict.

Purpose of the exercise: To link children’s rights with the concept of war.

BREAK
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4.00-6.00 Strengthening group cohesion and expression through games
6.00-7.30 DINNER

7.30-8.30 ‘My Moment of Pride’
Each participant, including adults, can share a moment in their life that he/she felt
really proud of him/herself.
Purpose of exercise: To help build self esteem and it is a positive way to end the

day.

8.30-9.00 Evaluation of day one.

Day 2: Tuesday, April 25, 2000

7.30-8.15 Breakfast
8.30-8.40 Warmer, little game, etc.
8.40-9.15 Evaluation of Day One: Participants write in logbook
10.00-10.30  Group Scssions:
1. Define the concept of war/conflict
2. How does war affect children

10.30-11.00 BREAK
11.00-11.30  Plenary: Groups report on their discussions

11.30-12.30  Group Sessions:
Group 1: Protection of children in war and conflict: what can be done at family,
community, government and international levels
Group 2: Child Soldiers: How/why did they become combatants and how couid
they be reintegrated?
Group 3: Repatration/resettlement of refugees and displaced persons

12.30-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-1.45 Warmer, icebreaker, etc.

1.45-2.45 Continuation of group sessions:
Group 1: Heaith issues: restore health to children including children with
disabilities.
Group 2: Girls and Boys: specific issues related to girls (i.e. teenage pregnancies,
prostitution, abuse, etc.).
Group 3:_Reintegration of all war affected children; into families and communities

2.45-3.30 Group presentations

- ..



3.30-4.00 BREAK

4.00-5.00 Drafling of Resolution in Plenary

5.00-5.30 Presentation by Liberian Refugee children “The Liberian Press club’
Impressions of life as a refugee in Ghana.

5.30-6.30 Free time

6.30-8.00 BUFFET at the pool

8.00-10.30 CULTURAL ENTERTAINMENT
Performances by Ghanaian and Liberian children

Day 3: Wednesday, April 26, 2000

7.00-7.45 Breakfast

8.00 Departure for Conference Centre

8.30-11.00  Opening Ceremony Civil Society Day

11.00-1.00  Sight seeing tour Accra by bus, shopping in Art’s centre
1.00-2.00 LUNCH

2.15-2.30 Warmer, icebreaker

2.30-3.00 Evaluation of Day 2, writing of logbook

3.00-3.30 Plenary: Presentation of draft resolution

3.30-4.00 Discussion of Resolution in smaller groups

4.00-4.15 BREAK

4.15-4 45 Continuation of group discussion, finalising the resolution
4.45-5.45 Adoption of Resolution and Plan of Action

6.30-7.30 DINNER
7.30-8.30 Follow-up Activities and Networking in the Region
7.29-8.30 EVALUATION of workshop in plenary

Thursday, April 27, 2000: Selection of participants who are still in Accra will present the
youth resolution at the opening ceremony of the ministerial mecting. ’






CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN

IN WEST AFRICA
JOURNALISTS SEMINAR AND CONFERENCE PROGRAMME FOR
JOURNALISTS

Monday, April 24, 2000

All Day Reception of participants at the airport

20:00 Dinner at the University Guest Centre

JOURNALISTS WORKSHOP

Tuesday, April 25, 2000

Official Opening of the Workshop
Organisation of African Trade Union Unity Conference Hall

Session 1

8:30 Arrival of Participants

9:00 Welcome Statement Ghana Joumnalists Association
Introduction of the Chairman (Dr. Mary Grant)

9:10 Mrs. Janet Graham, Canadian High Commissioner:
Presentation of the overall goals of the Regional Conference
on War Affected Children

9:30 Honourable John Mahama, Minister of Communications:
Keynote address: Covering Children in War

9:50 Concluding remarks of the Chairman

10 :00 Vote of Thanks

10 :05 Coffee Break

Session 2: Wars and Children; Background

10:30 Bruno Lefévre, Representative of UNESCO: Introductory Remarks
Presentation of the objectives of the Journalists workshop in the context
of the Conference

10 :45 Introduction of Moderator: Mr. Kwame Karikari, Director, Media
Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)

Presentation of the workshop agenda and discussion
11:00 . Presentation 1: The Security situation in the ECOWAS Region :
What threats? Can we prevent violence?
Lt. Col. Simon Diggins, Staff College
11:20 Question and Answers



11 :40

12 :00

12 :20
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Presentation 2: Children Affected by War: The Case of Liberia

Prot. Amos Sawyer, Former President of Liberia
Chairman of the Centre for Democratic
Empowerment

Presentation 3: Children Affected by War: The situation in
Nigeria seen from recent news coverage. Can a
preventive approach be considered?

Session 3: Problems and Issues in Covering War-Affected Children

14:15

16 :30

17 :15

Identification of the types of problems with which journalists are confronted
while reporting on children in war situations and the types of reporting which
create problems for NGOs and the children themselves.

Working Group Sessions for Journalists and NGOs

Working Groups will be organized composed of a mix of participants.
The work will consist of discussions supported by the analysis of
selected articles, radio reports and video materials illustrating different
types of problems encountered by journalists and by their readers.
These materials will be given in advance to the participants. Facilitators
will work with the groups to support the process.

Debriefing in Plenary
Working Groups 1, 2 and 3

Synthesis: Ethical issucs regarding the coverage of wars, and of war-
affected children.

Session 4: Dinner/Debate on War-Affected Children

Discussion to focus on the development of Ethical Guidclines for
journalists reporting on children in conflict situations.

Wednesday, April 26, 2000

Session S: Toward an Ethical Framework for Covering Children in Conflict Situations

9:10

9:30

Review of the problems identified in Sessions 2 and 3 with the press
coverage analysed

Building a set of Ethical Guidelines for Journalists covering Children in
War Situalions
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30

:20
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® West African Journalists Association (WAJA): From Conakry to
Accra-Presentation of Results from Conakry Meeting

e Discussion with participants: Elaboration of the framework
Coffee Break

Continued discussion: Intervention of experts to discuss the
recommendations

Final remarks and closure

Session 6: Presentation of the Conference Programme

14
14

14

15

15:

20

22

CONFERENCE

Thursday, 27 April

09 :00

:00
10
14 :
40

:00

20

:00

:00

10:00

15:30-16 :00

Open to all journalists based in Accra

Presentation of the Conference

Objectives of the Conference

Confercnce Participants

Presentation of the Documents

- Main papers

- Draft Declaration

Detailed Programme of the Conference

Questions and Answers

Presentation of the services available 10 Journalists during the
Conference: Press briefings, Press room and transmission facilities
Questions and Answers

Special National Television Programme on Children in War (live)
International Conference Centre, Accra

The programme will consist of a presentation of video material on the
topic and a discussion with and among the panellists.

Open bar and snacks for participants

Ministerial Conference on War-Affected Children
International Conference Centre, Accra

Plenary Opening Ceremony
Experts Panel on War-Affected Children in West Africa
Presentations by Journalists on Ministcrial Workshop Sessions



16:10

18 :00-18:30

Kriday, 28 April

10:00
15:00

WORKSHOP

4.

Session for Journalists: The Declaration and the Plan of Action: Point of
View of the Media: Recommendations to Official Dclegates
Presentations by Journalists on Ministerial Workshop Sessions

Ministerial Conference on War-Affected Children

Ethical Framework on the Coverage of War-Affected Children
Closing Plenary: Adoption of Declaration and Signing Ceremony
Concluding Remarks by Hon. Victor Gbeho, MFA Ghana

and Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, MFA Canada

Saturday, 29 April: Post Confcrence Review

Session 7: Debricfing

9:10
9:30
11:00

Introduction by the Moderator on the events of the previous day
Individual assessment (paper board/cards)
Summary/Clarifications and discussion






CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

CIVIL SOCIETY DAY

April 26, 2000
Accra, Ghana

AGENDA

Wednesday, 26 April

08h20

9h00

10h30

11h00

REGISTRATION
Reception Desk, International Conference Centre

PLENARY
Committee Room One, Intemational Conference Centre

Opening Ceremony

Opening Remarks: Canadian High Commissioncr, Janet Graham

Chairman: Dr. Ken Agyemang-Attafuah, Director of Operations and Chief
Investigator, Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice

Guest Speaker: Senator Myrtle Gibson, Government of Liberia (TBC)

Guest Speaker: Mr. Napoleon Abdulai, Centre régionale des Nations Unies pour
la paix et le désarmement en Afrique

Guest of Honour: First Lady Nana Konadu Agyeman Rawlings
Coftee Break
FOUR CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS

1: PREVENTION
Meeting Room Two, International Conference Centre

Facilitator:  Dr. Margaret K.Y. Agama
Centre for Conflict Resolution, Ghana
Speaker: Mr. Clement Nwankwo, Director
Constitutional Rights Project, Nigeria
Rapporteur:  Mr. Ibrahim Diouf
Secretary-General for Defence for Children International, Senegal

2: REHABILITATION AND REINTEGRATION
Committee Room One, International Conference Centre

Facilitator: Mr. Sarmn Doe, Executive Director
West African Network on Peacebuilding (WANEP), Ghana



12h00

13h00

14h30

15h00-15h45

Speaker:

Rapporteur:

-

Dr. Sam Nutt, Executive Director

Warchild Canada

“The Road to Peace: What Can Children Do? ™
Mme. Kinda Tene

Save the Children Fund, Burkina Faso

3: ADVOCACY
Meeting Room One, International Conference Centre

Facilitator:

Speaker:

Rapporteur:

Mrs. Lydia Nkansah

Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice, Ghana
Mrs. Gladys Boateng

Ghana Fellowship of Former Members of Parliament
“Conventions Relating to the Rights and Protection of Children"”
Mr. Nii Adjei Larbey

Ghana Fellowship of Former Members of Parliament

4: EDUCATION
Meeting Room Three, International Conference Centre

Facilitator:

Speaker:

Rapporteur:

Lunch

Mr. Amadou Bocoum, Country Coordinator

PLAN International, Sierra Leone

Mr. Alan Pearson

International Children’s Institute, Canada

"IN THE AFTERMATH OF WAR: Mobilizing the Community to
Support Children in their Recovery from Psychological Trauma"”
Mrs. Beatrice Duncan

Gender and Child Consultancy, Ghana

CONTINUATION OF FOUR CONCURRENT AFTERNOON
WORKSHOPS

Coffee Break

PLENARY RE-CONVENES WITH REPORTS OF RAPPORTEURS
Committee Room One, International Conference Centre

Report of Rapporteur from Prevention Workshop
Report of Rapporteur from Rehabilitation and Reintegration Workshop
Report of Rapporteur from Advocacy Workshop

Report of Rapporteur from Education Workshop



15h45-16h15

16h15-16h30

16h30-18h00

Thursday, 27 April

09h00

18h00

Fridav, 28 April

08h15

10h00

-3-

REFLECTIONS FROM MR. OLARA OTUNNU, UN SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON
CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT

CLOSING REMARKS FROM CHAIRMAN

Workmg Session to Prepare Report to Conference Co- Chatrs Minister
Axworthy and Minister Gbeho

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE COMMENCES
Committee Room One, International Conference Centre

CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS REPORT TO CONFERENCE CO-
CHAIRS MINISTER GBEHO AND MINISTER AXWORTHY

BRIEFING/BREAKFAST MEETING ON THE RATIFICATION OF
THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
LaPalm Royal Beach Hotel

JOINT SESSION WITH JOURNALIST WORKSHOP:
DISCUSSION OF AN ETHICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE
COVERAGE OF WAR AFFECTED CHILDREN
Committee Room One, International Conference Centre
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CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED
CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

April 27 - 28, 2000

International Conference Centre
Accra, Ghana

DAY ONE: THURSDAY APRIL 27, 2000

095h00

10h00-11h00

11h00

11h30-13h00

Co-Chairs:

Registration and Arrival of Guests

OPENING CEREMONY
Main Hall

Chair: Hon. James Victor Gbeho, Foreign Minister of Ghana

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, Foreign Minister of Canada

H.E. Lansana Kouyaté, ECOWAS Executive Secretary

Statement by Youth Representatives

Keynote Address:

H.E. Flt-Lt. Jerry John Rawlings, President of the Republic of Ghana

Coffee/Cocoa break

PLENARY: WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN

WEST AFRICA: THE SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM
Committee Hall 1

Minister James Victor Gbeho and Minister 1.loyd Axworthy

Strategic Overview:

Expert Panel:

Mr. Olara Otunnu, UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
Children and Armed Conflict
Children Affected by Armed Conflict

Mr. Nigel Fisher, UNICEF Regional Director, South Asia

Leaders and War-Affected Children: Accountability and Commitment
Mme. Ndioro Ndiare, International Organization for Migration, Geneva
Issues of Migration and War-Affected Children

Mr. Amos Sawyer, former President of Libenia and Chairman of the
Centre for Democratic Empowerment

The Case of War-Affected Children in Liberia



Remarks:

13h00-14h30

14h30-16h30

2.

Mr. Yasuaki Nogawa, Deputy Director General, Middle East and Africa,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

LUNCH First Floor of Conference Centre

THREE CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS

1 The Role of the Military in Child Protection

2 Rehabilitation: Restoring Health to War-Affected Children

3 Implementing Norms and Standards for War-Affected Children: at National,
Regional and International Levels

1. THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN CHILD PROTECTION
‘ Meeting Room 1

Chair:

Rapporteur:
Speaker:

Speaker:

Discussant:
Discussion

Honourable Charles Providence Gomis, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cote

d’Ivoire

Col. F. Aboagye, Ministry of Defence, Ghana

General Arnold Quainoo, Centre for Conflict Resolution, Ghana

The Military and Child Rights Training — The Ghanaian Model

Ms. Una McCauley, Regional Advisor, Children and Armed Conflict,
Radda Barnen, Cote d’Ivoire

Child Rights Training Modules for Militaries in West Africa

Ms. Bituin Gonzales, UN Child Protection Advisor in Sierre Leone

Rapporteur recounts

2. REHABILITATION: RESTORING HEALTH TO WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN

Meeting Room 2
Chair: Honourable Dr. Sama Banya, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sierra Leone
Rapporteur:  Mr. Sam Doe, West African Network for Peacebuilding, Ghana
Speaker: Mme. Marietou Faye, Coordinatrice Nationale, Handicap international,
Senegal
Physical Rehabilitation and War-Affected Children in Senegal
Speaker: Mr. Omar Abdi, UNICEF Representative, Ghana
The Challenge of Rehabilitating Child Soldiers in West Africa
Discussant:  Federation of African Women and Education (FAWE), Sierre Leone
Restoring Health to War-Affected Girls
Discussion
Rapporteur recounts




17h00-19h00
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3. IMPLEMENTING NORMS AND STANDARDS FOR WAR-AFFECTED

CHILDREN: AT NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS

Meeting Room 3 '

Chair: Honourable Shirley Y. Gbujama, Minister of Social Welfare, Gender-and
Children’s Affairs, Sierra Leone

Rapporteur:  Ms. Funmi Olonisakin, Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict

Speaker: Mrs. Estelle Appiah, Principal State Attorney, Ministry of Justice, Ghana
Comprehensive National Legislation on the Child: The Ghanaian Model

Speaker: Mr. Nana K.A. Busia, Human Rights Lawyer with International Alert,
The Gambia
War-Affected Children and the African Charter

Discussant:  Mr. Ibrahim Diouf, Defence for Children International, Senegal
International Norms and War-Affected Children

Discussant:  Ms. Erin Mooney, Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for Internally Displaced Persons
The Guiding Principles on Internally Displaced Persons

Discussion

Rapporteur recounts

16h30 Coffee/Cocoa Break

THREE CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS

4 Disarming and Demobilizing Child Soldiers in West Africa

5 Reintegration: Paving the way for successful integration of War-Affected
Children into Communities

6 The International Criminal Court and West African Ratification

4. DISARMING AND DEMOBILIZING CHILD SOLDIERS IN WEST AFRICA
Meeting Room 1

Chair:
Rapporteur:

Speaker:

Speaker:

H.E. Soumailou Boubeye Maiga, Minister of Defence of Mali

Dr. Mariam Djibrilla Maiga, Présidente du Mouvement national des
femmes pour la sauvegarde de la paix et de ’'unité nationale, Mali

Dr. Mark Malan, Institute for Security Studies, South Africa

The Child Soldier Phenomenon in West Africa

Mr. Kai Kai, national Commission for Disarmament, Demobilization and
Reintegration, Sierra l.eone

Disarming and Demobilizing Child Soldiers: Developing Appropriate
Interventions
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Discussant:  Major-Gencral (rtd) Ishola Williams, President, African Strategic and
Peace Research Group, Nigeria
A view from the field: ECOMOG in Sierra Leone

Discussion

Rapporteur recounts

5. REINTEGRATION: PAVING THE WAY FOR SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION
OF WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN INTO COMMUNITIES
Meeting Room 2

Chair: Honourable Mr. Francois Massaquoi, Minister of Youth and Sports,
Liberia

Rapporteur:  Alice Kipre, Action Sccour Afrique, Cote d’Ivoire

Speaker: Mrs. Leila Gupta, Ethiopia

Rapid Education for War-Affected Children in Sierre Leone
Speaker: Mr. Bjorn Hagan, Radda Bama, Uganda

Efforts to Free and Reintegrate War-Affected Girls in East Africa
Discussant:  Ms. Theo Sowa, Consultant, New York
Discussant:  Mr. Anthony Hubbard, Associate Minister for Social Welfare, Liberia
Discussion
Rapporteur recounts

6. THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT AND WEST AFRICAN
RATIFICATION
Meeting Room 3

Chair: Honourable Kolawole A. 1dji, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Benin

Rapporteur;  Mr. William Pace, Convenor, Coalition for an International Criminal
Court, New York
Speaker: Valerie Qosterveld, Human Rights and Humanitarian Law Division,

Department of Foreign Affairs, Canada
The ICC and War-Affected Children

Speaker: Mr. Mame Ibrahima Tounkara, Organisation nationale des droits de
I’homme, Senegal
The ICC and West Africa
Discussant:  Mrs. Isabelle Daost, Red Cross, Cote D’Ivoire
Discussion
Rapporteur recounts
18h30 - 20h00 RECEPTION Main Lobby of Confercnce Centre
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Co-Chair:
Co-Chair:
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DRAFTING COMMITTEE MEETING

Mc'é'tmg Room 3

Mr. Annan Cato, Chief Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Accra
M. Marc Perron, Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ottawa

Review of Draft Declaration and Draft Plan of Action

DAY TWO: FRIDAY, APRIL 28 2000

09h00-11h00

Chair:
Rapportenr:
Speaker:
Speaker:

Wrap-up:
11h00-12k00

Chair:
Report:

CLOSED SESSION MINISTERIAL WORKSHOP:
TOWARD A REGIONAL APPROACH: BUILDING ON THE
ECOWAS MORATORTUM AND OTHER PREVENTIVE
NEIGRBOURHOOD INITIATIVES

Meeting Room 1

Hom. James Victor Gbeho, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ghana

Tvor Fung, UN Regional Céntre for Peace and Disarmament, Togo
Ambagsador Lansana Kouyaté, ECOWAS Executive Secrétary

Mr. Olara Otunnu, UN Special Representative to the Secretary General on
Children and Armed Conflict

Rapportenr recounts

REPORT OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE
Meeting Room 1

Hon. Jarhes Victor Gbeho, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ghana
Mr. Annan Cato, Chief Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Accra.

. Marc Perron, Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ottawa’

Discussion of Report

12h30-14h00

12h30 -14h00

14h30)

Chuir:

LUNCH FOR READS OF DELEGATION

Meeting Room 2

LUNCH FOR OTHER OFFICIAL DPELEGATES
Lobby, First Eloor of Conlerence Centre

PLENARY RE-CONVENES
Meeting Hall 1

Hon. James Vicior Gbeho, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ghana
Presentation of Final Text of Declaralicn and Plan of Action
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16h00

—6-
CONCLUDING REMARKS:

Ambassador Lansana Kouyaté, FECOWAS Executive Secrotary
Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, Foreign Minister of Canada
Hon. James Victor Gbeho, Foreign Minister of Ghana

ADOPTION OF DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION
SIGNING CEREMONY

PRESS CONFERENCE
Press Room, Second Floor, Conferénce Centre

Ambussador Lansana Kouvate, ECOWAS Executive Secretary
Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, Foreign Minister of Canada
Hon. James Victor Gbeho, Foreign Mimister of Ghana
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA
H.E. FLT. LT. JERRY JOHN RAWLINGS

AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN
WEST AFRICA, AT THE ACCRA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE

27 April, 2000

Hon. Chair and Co-Chairs,

Distinguished Ministers of Participating Countries,

Your Excellency, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict,

Members of the Council of State,

Honourable Ministers of State and Members of Parliament,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Niimei, Naamei, Nananom,

Youth Representatives,

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured to welcome this distinguished gathering to Accra to deliberate with
Ghanaian representatives of Government, the Armed Forces, non-governmental
organisations, civil society and the media on one of the most important topics before all of
our nations as we enter the 2 ¥ century-the future of our most precious resource, our
children.

I wish to extend a particularly warm welcome to the Foreign Minister of Canada, the
Honourable Lloyd Axworthy, co-chairman of this Conference, whose personal dedication and
commitment have contributed in no small measure to our meeting here today. The
Government of Ghana would like to express its deep appreciation for the solidarity which
Canada has shown for the cause of war-affected children in our sub-region, and for the
support, leadership and resources Canada has provided for the Conference.

We are aware of the extent to which Canada has made the concept of human security
a cardinal principle of its foreign policy. Ttis a principle to which we are also deeply
committed, as demonstrated by the ongoing efforts of my Government in the pursuit of peace
and security in our sub-rcgion. We therefore welcome Canada’s attachment to this ideal and
look forward to continuing to work with Canada in achicving our common objectives.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sadly, we are gathered here today not to congratulate ourselves on what we have
achieved thus far to bring about a more secure, healthy and educated future for our children,
but rather to bring to national and international attention the plight of our children whose
lives have been devastated by war-wars that have been created and perpetrated by some of us
for political or material gain.
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Sadly, too, it is primarily our innocent women and our children who have borne the
brunt of these fratricidal conflicts. Life and limb have been literally tom asunder and futures
destroyed by the unnecessary and brutal conflicts that have burned across our continent.
Sierra Leone, Liberia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Angola, Congo-
Brazzaville, Ethiopia/Eritrea-the list is long and tragic.

The most compelling aspect of these tragedies is that our children, who should
ordinarily constitutc our pride and hope for a stable and more prosperous future, have been
deprived by war of the joys of childhood in a secure and loving environment and of the
opportunity to employ their youthful energy and exuberance in positive and creative pursuits
which would prepare them for a rolc as future contributors of our communities and nations.

Our children are not only victims of the atrocities committed during war, but also
more horrifically, are actual combatants, conscripted by force into rebel and national armies,
drugged, sexually abused and taught to kill with the small arms and light weapons that have
flooded our continent. Even worse is the linkage between conflict and the deadly disease,
HIV/AIDS, which is known to spread very rapidly in environments such as war in which the
entire fabric of society has bcen destroyed.

This Conference is therefore, a timely and nccessary action for we as Government
leaders, servants of our people, and members of civil socicty to mobilize ourselves and send
out a strong message to the world community that we are determined as a sub-region to put a
stop to this madness.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Not too long ago, our sub-regional organization, ECOWAS, broadened its mandate
beyond economic cooperation to address issues of conflict and security through military
operations and negotiations to restore peace in some of our member countries. The human
and material cost of peacekeeping was high. Even though the situation in West Africa is
much improved, the conflicts of the last decade have left decp scars which we cannot ignore.

We have all seen, either first-hand, or on our television screens, the horrors that
women and children suffer during conflict. Many of our children have been lost to war
whether in the front lines of military action or through the disease and starvation that
characterise conflict situations. Many of those who survive are so traumatised and physically
and psychologically scarred that they arc denied the capacity to become responsible adults
who should be preparing to take over from us and lead our people into the next century.

Child combatants are rarely to blame for the crimes they are forced to commit. The
cynical and calculated use of drugs, fear and intimidation to tum innocent children into
ruthless killing machines is horrible enough, but beyond that, we face the challenge of
addressing the traumas they have experienced and finding ways and means of rehabilitating
them. To this end, we must look to our traditions as family, rcligion and community-centred
cultures and seek to employ every means at our disposal to see to it that these precious lives
can be saved.
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We cannot begin to calculate the costs~human and material-which we have incurred
as a sub-region from the conflicts that have raged unabated in some of our countries. Itis
incumbent upon all of us working together-as member states of ECOWAS and as
representatives of civil society-to put this sordid chapter in our history behind us. We must
take action now to see to it that West Africa and its peoples face a future in which regional
cooperation, integration and development are real and attainable goals and where our children
are armed with books rather than the weapons of war.

In order to do so, we must first commit ourselves to prevention of conflict. The
Conference is providing the forum for us as a sub-regional organization to do so. It is my
understanding that this meeting will devote its attention to the scope of the problem of war-
affected children, to the implementation of norms and standards already set by the
international community for child protection, and to the complexities involved in the process
of demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration of these children.

We are tasked with devising a practical plan of action to move forward the agenda to
protect and secure the future of the children in this sub-region. I trust that we as leaders will
be bold enough to commit ourselves to concrete steps to see to it that we attain this goal. |
would like here to suggest a few areas in which we can take action at this meeting.

As representatives of ECOWAS member-states that have seen our share of conflict,
we can commit ourselves as a sub-region to being among the first to ratify the Optional
Protocol on the Convention of the Rights of the Child, raising the minimum age for
recruitment and participation in a justifiable combat from 15 to 18.

By forming a critical mass in favour of ratification, we can indeed set an example for
the rest of the world and help to gain global momentum behind this critically important
protocol. As abloc, we can also add our weight to the ratification of the Statute establishing
the International Criminal Court, which will have the power to adjudicate on those who
perpetrate the crime of utilizing child soldiers.

Secondly, we can incorporate within the ECOWAS Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security a unit that is devoted to the
protection of children affected by conflicl. We can also commit ourselves to a more cffective
implementation of the ECOWAS Small Anns Moratorium.

We can provide our strong and determined commitment to do all we can as a region to
help the children of Sierra Leone and Liberia recover from the horrors of those wars. In this
regard, we can put our collective support behind the idea of calling on all parties in conflict
within West Africa to observe a week of trucc to enable the intemational community to
provide relief and vaccinations to war-affected children. This initiative, while starting in
West Africa, should aim to become a worldwide campaign.

Lastly, we can ensure that child protection is integrated into ECOWAS and UN
peacekeeping operations by training pcacekecping personnel, both military and civilian, in
field missions on the rights and protection of children and women.
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On our part in Ghana, given our wealth of experience in intemational peacekeeping
dating back to the Congo in the early 1960s, we are committed to making the Kofi Annan
International Peacekeeping Training Centre a centre of excellence in Africa for training
peacekeeping personnel in this critically important area. We ask for the support of the
Government of Canada and other interested donors to make this commitment a reality.

We are soon to mark the 25™ anniversary of ECOWAS at a summit to be held in
Abuja, Nigeria, in May. What more fitting a tribute to our sub-regional organization at this
juncture in history than to make West Africa the pace-setter in the protection and
rehabilitation of war-affected children. For this, we count on the support of all member
states, as well as all sectors of civil society-non-governmental organisations, the media, the
religious communities, our traditional authonities and our citizens themselves.

On my part, I pledge to take this agenda up at the Abuja summit. Let us all pledge to
make the outcomes of this Conference tangible, meaningful and practical. In so doing, we
will be benefiting not only those societies emerging from conflict, but also those of us that
enjoy relative peace and stability, for it is only when all our children can live in peace that our
countries will move forward with economic integration and prosperity for all.

I wish you God’s blessings in your deliberations.

Thank you.
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ADDRESS BY FIRST LADY OF GHANA
HER EXCELLENCY NANA KONADU AGYEMAN RAWLINGS

AT THE CONFERENCE ON WAR-
AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

26 April, 2000

Mr. Chairman,

Hon. Members of Council of State,

Hon. Ministers of State and Members of Parliament,

Your Exccllencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Nananom, Niimei, Naamei,

Representatives of Civil Society Organizations in West Africa and
elsewhere,

Distingunished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am happy to join you at this Conference and to share my thoughts with you on this

important subject of "War-affected Children" which has very serious implications for the
future of the West Africa Sub-region and indeed the whole continent of Africa.

Mr. Chairman,

I believe that the time has come for us Africans to reflect more seriously on the
fundamentals of our time, the fundamentals of the post-cold war period.

During the cold-war period, internal conflicts in Africa were merely suppressed by the
logic of the West/East political ideological rivalry.

Following the collapse of the cold-war, the ugly head of the once suppressed intemnal
conflicts began to rise well above the troubled waters of inter-state conflicts.

We are now living at a most frightening moment when virtually everything we do in
life, within the realm of development is being undermined by internal conflicts.

We are all vulnerable to this state of affairs.
Mr. Chairman,

We have watched with great sadness, the civil wars in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea
Bissau, Rwanda, Burundi, Angola, Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Regrettably, these wars have gone on for so long without capturing the international
conscience.
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We are encouraged by the interest and commitment, being shown by Canada, to help
address the situation and I hope other economically powerful nations will join in the search
for peace in Africa.

In January this year when the Canadian Foreign Minister called on His Excellency,
The President, at the Castle, they pledged to mobilize efforts to protect children.

Mr. Chairman,

Ghana and Canada agree that the plight of war-affected children is onc of the most
disturbing human security problems the world faces.

The cynical trend of targeting children as fighters and as victims has exacted a
devastating toll. Since the mid-1980s, millions of children have been killed, disabled,
orphaned, displaced or psychologically scarred by the trauma of abduction, detention, rape
and witnessing the brutal murder of family members. We are told that hundreds of thousands
of girls and boys world-wide serve in armed forces and rebel gangs.

Mr. Chaitman,

West African governments and organizations have played a leadership role in the
World to ponder the causes and consequences of conflict and deliberate on possible remedies.

The objective should be to prevent conflict, and as a priority initiative, to prevent the
involvement of children in conflict.

A right-solution must take into account the characteristics of the region, including
pervasive poverty, growing incidence of corruption, obstacles to tradc and development, lack
of basic resources including schooling and nutritious food, and shelter. Good governance
issues and strong leadership are also paramount considerations when debating ways and
means to prevent conflict.

The Ministerial Conference on War-Affected Children in West Affica, that will take
place iomorrow and Friday, will be one in a seties of ECOWAS-focussed initiatives which
are contributing to greater regional co-operation on peace and sccurity issues. Clearly, unitied
ECOWAS co-ordination is vital to ensuring peace and stability and human security.

Despite tremendous progress in all nations in the quality of life, and how long we can
expect to live, at the start of the 21 st century, the welfare, rights, and protection of war-
affected children are increasingly at risk. There are new risks that citizens did not face ten
years ago.

Children in some isolated conflict zones, are more likely to die from machine gun fire,
than from longstanding threats to child survival like malaria, tuberculosis and measles.

!
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There are activities worldwide assessing the problem and striving to disarm,
rehabilitate and reintegrate war-affected children. Moreover, efforts arc ongoing globally to
put the legal and institutional infrastructure in place to ensure that the rchabilitation and
reintegration process is carried out with great sensitivity and efficiency.

Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We watched as small arms and light weapons proliferated in the region. We heard of
atrocities being committed, and we werc aware that the lives of innocent civilians were at
risk. We disliked it all. But we lacked a mandate to intervene or plan to follow, so we said,
the situation will not last. It is heinous, we said, for warlords to enlist 8-year olds as soldiers,
but we said it would not happen here. Besides, we said, who but a savage would give-drugs to
children and would stoop so low as to tell a child that if killed during conflict, he would go
straight to heaven.

Yet, as we are all aware, these atrocities do occur and we cannot afford to be
complacent anymore about instability, intolerance, and the encroachment of human rights and
on the nghts of children in particular .

Each and every ECOWAS member state has a role to play to ensure sustainable peace
in the region. In order to lift the region out of a perpetual cycle of turmoil and rebuilding, we
must willingly achieve political and economic linkages with our neighbors.

The Protocol Relating to the Mechanism of Conflict Prevention, Management,
Resolution, Peacckeeping, Peacemaking and Security, was signed by all ECOWAS Member
States at the Lome Summit on 10 December, 1999. It 1s a giant leap in the right direction. The
agreement by Heads of States of ECOWAS nations to support an early warning mechanism
shows that there is suflicient political will to carry commitments through to active
engagement.

But there arc many degrees of separation between this type of worthy state-level
initiative and the plight of a child who is commanded to murder his own people and plunder
homes in familiar termitory.

Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In order to ensurc respect for the rights of children, we must first raise awarencss of
these rights. Sccondly, we must heighten the respect for these rights. Also important is the
creation of a legislative framework, as Ghana and others have done, for enforcement of all
legal entitlements. Once again, we see, the level of activity shifts from the local non-
governmental level to the national and governmental level.



Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,

Conflicts by their nature are multi-layered and as such they call for multi-layered
solutions. The notion that conflicts must be solved solely through government-to-government
efforts is simply false.

Solutions to our conflicts will have to come not only from our governments and
international organizations, but also from the grass-roots level and/or local NGO's and
Associations.

Those local priests, those cattle keepers and all those old men and women and
children right in the remotest villages do also have a story, if not the best story, about
conflicts which affect their daily lives.

Quite apart from the Governments and the people at the grassroots, people at the
middle level of these two extreme cnds: primary and secondary school teachers, shopkeepers,
butchers, motor mechanics and carpenters do also matter when it comes to seeking solutions
to our conflicts.

Many of these three categories of people representing the broad spectrum of the civil
society may not be diplomats or high-profile personalities, but they are usually keen
observers of all sort of events relating to conflict formation and conflict prevention or conflict
resolution. We should always try to involve them in our efforts to resolve conflicts in Africa.

I have no doubt that many well-meaning and caring people will show their
commitment to the contents of the Declaration and Plan of Action for this Conference on
War-Aftected Children in West Africa. The plight of war-affected children is a grim problem.
We need to find a nght and sustainable solution for civil society to implement.

I sincerely hope we can achieve this sooner rather than later.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 hope that we can all appreciate the fact that no matter how well conceived our
strategies and Plan of Action for dealing with these issues of conflict resolution and the plight
of the war-affected children, we will not go very far with its implementation if we do not
provide the necessary financial resources.

We are grateful to our cxternal friends who have shown some commitment to help us
address these issues.

But we Africans, at all levels, must be seen to raise funds to help ourselves in the first
instance. '

i EE G N B A BN BE B am



-5-

That is why we the First Ladics of thc West African sub- region, at our meeting in Accra
on Peace and Humanitarian Issues, in July 1998, resolved among other things to organise, in
conjunction with relevant authorities of govemment, fund-raising activities in support of
humanitarian activities in the sub-region.

If school children in America can help to raise funds for the afflicted in Africa, I do not
understand why we Africans cannot sacrifice or organize activities throughout the continent that
can generate funds for our own mechanism for conflict prevention, management and resolution.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you for your attention.







REMARKS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HON. JAMES VICTOR GBEHO

AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE
ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

Accra International Conference Centre
27 April, 2000

Your Excellency the President of the Republic of Ghana,
Your Excellency the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS,
Your Excellencics, Colleague Ministers,

Honourable Ministers,

Excellencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Niimei, Naamei, Nananom,

Representatives of Development Partners,

Youth Representatives,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen.

I wish to welcome you all to this Conference on behalf of the Governments of Ghana
and Canada. 1t is our hope that you will enjoy our modest but sincerc hospitality and that you
will find the arrangements made for this Conference acceptable. I am particularly happy that
in response to our invitation almost all delegations include high level military officers. The
military and civilian authority must after all function in a co-operative manner to ensure
peace and security in all of our countries.

If I may sum up in a few words, the aim of this historic Conference on War-Affected
Children is to seek to halt the future conscription of children into conflict situations and to
rehabilitate and reintegrate those African children, especially in the West African sub-region,
who have already been affected by conflicts. Regrettably, their numbers are many and their
circumstances, tragic. '

In the last decade or so, the West African sub-region has seen some of the most
violent conflicts in which unspeakable abuses have been visited on our own children. Asa
result of the physical and psychological damage that they suffered, our own societies and
nations have been left with scars that continue to haunt our collective conscience.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, fortunately, Ghana and Canada which are co-
hosting this Conference are not alone in appreciating the tragic circumstances of these
children or our determination to address the fundamental causes. Your enthusiastic response
to our invitation to participate in the Conference and your very presence here attest to the
importance we all attach to the subject of war-affected children in our sub-region. I hope,
therefore, that this Conference will not only achieve its objectives but that it will serve as a
rallying point for Governments and peoples in the sub-region to strengthen our existing co-
operation.
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The stability we need to raise the living standards of.our people and to give them a
sense of dignity and esteem, will be impossible to attain unlcss we give our youth the
opportunity to experience the thrills and fantasies of youthfulness in place of AK47s and
Bazookas. We should create opportunities for these young men and women to acquire those
skills which will make it possible for them to cxcel in a world community where knowledge
is a necessary tool for survival and where the African has suffered from centuries of
exploitation and discrimination.

It is not surprising that the issues of human sccurity have become topical these days.
These have been identified as crucial challenges requiring urgent concrete action. Ata
Ministerial Summit on Human Security held in Bergen, Norway, in May 1999, developed
countries underlined the importance of building human security partnerships with developing
countries, and of bringing the concept of human security closer to the preoccupations of
developing countries. Ghana welcomes that initiative which is reflected in our decision to
call for this Conference on War-Affected Children.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is Ghana’s expectation that this
‘Conference will aim at demonstrating, in concrete terms, the willingness of our countries to
confront the challenge of peace by building on our experiences as well as on the well-known
African-led initiative, the ECOWAS Moratorium, and on the work of the proposed UN
"Neighbourhood Initiative” involving a system which seeks to bring together groups of
neighbouring countries linked with cross-horder activities that affect children. Our sub-
region has paid dearly for the many unnecessary inter-state and intra-state conflicts which
have been ignoble phenomena of the Region in the past decade or so.

It is hoped that the conference will also seek to address the urgent need to raise
awarencss of the rights and protection needs of children during armed conflict and launch a
process to create a West African Regional Framework for the Protection of Children. The
Conference’s most significant accomplishment hopefully and appropriately should be the
commitment of respective governments and non-state actors to adopt and implement
whatever concrete measures the Conference would come up with.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, | would like to draw your attention to the task
ahcad; by enumerating some of the expected outcomes of this Conference. These could
include:

(1)  Proposals for the development of national legal frameworks for the protection
of children in the sub-region;

(2)  The development of a mechanism to deter or punish warlords from recruiting
child soldiers and abusing the rights of children during conflicts;

(3)  The inclusion in military training programmes of courses and appropriatc
training in child rights and the protection of children in situations of armed
conflict;
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(4) A Plan of Action highlighting emerging themes and recommendations that
could be used as a guide for future initiatives in the arcas of demobilizing,
rehabilitating and re-integrating war-affected children in West Africa;

(5)  Measures to strengthen the mechanism for halting the proliferation of small
arms and light weapons in the sub-region.

We have two days to accomplish our task but | am confident that we can achieve the
goals we seek because the objective is urgent and noble and must be accomplished in the
quickest time possible.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, I cannot conclude my remarks without
expressing once again, appreciation to all ECOWAS States for honouring our invitation to
dialogue on the issues of this Conference. I would also like to say a big thank you to the
Government of Canada for the solidarity it has shown to West Africa and for supporting
Ghana to host this all-important Conference. It is a measure of this solidarity that in addition
to Canada meeting most of the costs of this Conference, we are privileged to have among us
my good friend and colleague, Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada
who will be co-chairing this Conference with me. We are confident that as a member of the
exclusive Club of Developed Countries, Canada will use her influence to encourage Donor
Countries to appreciate the enormity of the task which we have assumed and extend to us the
much needed assistance which will make it possible for us to achieve positive results.

I wish the Conference every success.
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Human development and human security are the central global concerns of this new
century.

These basic human needs start with the promotion of children's needs. Nowhere is their
safety and well-being more at risk than in conflict situations.

This concern inspired our mecting here in Accra -- a demonstration of Ghanaian
leadership in this area. It was just over a year ago, during my discussions with President
Rawlings and Foreign Minister Gbeho, that we agreed a regional conference might make a
difference in the lives of children victimized by armed conflict in West Africa.

This conference is about changing the fate of war-affected children and preventing future
atrocities committed against children in situations of armed conflict.

Four years ago, Graga Machel presented the UN General Assembly with her landmark
study on the Iimpact of Armed Contlict on Children.

Her report graphically conveyed the fate of millions upon millions of war-affected
children. She also gave us a substantive set of recommendations—a road map of how to protect
our children from this suffering.

Her megsage is now our motto: children have no part in war. It is the reason we are here
in Ghana.
The protection of children affected by war and the promotion of their well-being is a

moral, political, social and economic imperative.

Moral, because children are our creation and in their early ycars depend on adult
members of society for their survival and development.

Political, because children who have been abused develop into adults who may be willing
to turn their resentment into political violence, while their families may act out their own outrage
in a destructive manner.
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Social, because the anger and psychological scars of these abused children and their
families threaten social cohesion and place a heavy burden on social services.

And cconomic, because all these problems have economic costs, whether it be the need
for medical and social support or the loss of productive citizens.

Abuse of children, thercfore, has both immediate costs and can lead to future divisiveness

and deterioration of their communities.

For these reasons, children are at the heart of human security, as they are all too often
among the most deeply affected by an increase in insecurnity.

The African Charter on the Rights of the Child has set out a comprehensive agenda for
action: on armed conflicts, on refagee children, on orphaned and separated children, and on
various aspects of protection. This has provided leadership for the international community.

Last January in Geneva, the international community agreed to an Optional Protocol to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child relating to the involvement of children in armed
conflict—in particular the recruitment and deployment of children as soldiers. The Protocol will
be open for signature this September.

[t is tuime to move from standard-setting to implementation, compliance and concrete
action.

That is the goal of this conference.

Its focus is on the needs of individual children, their families and communitics, and
ensuring that West African governments and regional organizations like ECOWAS [Economic
Community of West African States] have the capacity to support new initiatives.

Its themes address a variety of the root causes and symptoms which lcad to the
involvement of children in war: poverty, lack of alternatives, access to small arms, impunity,
conflict prevention, the role of non-state actors and the special gender dimensions of conflict.

Its participation includes youth themselves who have met over the past few days to set
their own agenda bascd on their own needs, rights and goals. They arc, after all, the ones most
directly involved. Their views are essential. Their voices need to be heard. That is why
war-affected youth have been invited and why we need to listen to their concemns.

Civil society is also represented. As with the campaign to ban landmines and the creation
of the International Criminal Court, they are leading intermational efforts to address the needs of

war-affected children. Their presence allows us to continue to forge strong partnerships in
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dealing with human security challenges. They also have recommendations for action. [ look
forward to hearing them.

The results of this conference-hopefully—will catalyze practical, sustainable action to
address the enormous impact that war has had on the children of West Africa and serve as a
model for tuture conferences in other regions.

There are many challenges. One of them is the pre-meditated abduction of children from
their families, homes and communities. I hope that one of the specific actions to come out of this
conference is a release program for children. To those armies or rebel groups responsible, the
message should be clear: if you have taken children-let them go; if you have children in your
ranks—set them free.

It is now up to governments gathcred here to decide what they are ready to do and what
they are ready to commit.

For our part, Canada has already been active in promoting human security in the region.
We have devoted over $10 million to peace and humanitarian efforts in Sierra L.eone —much of
it aimed at helping war-affected children lead normal, sccure lives.

Working with Sweden, we have supported efforts to include child rights and protection
issues in training curriculums for military staff of West African armed forces. Similarly, we have
assisted the UN Centre for Crime Prevention in its efforts to curb trafficking of women and
children in the region. And our Peaccbuilding and Human Security Program provided financial
support for the journalists and youth workshops associated with this conference.

We are prepared to do morc—in the region and in the world. That is why Canada 1s
pleased to co-sponsor this conference with our Ghanaian hosts and why we will build on the
experience here to prepare for the global conference on war-affected children, which will take
place this September in the city of Winnipeg in Canada. It will bring together like-minded
governments, international institutions, NGOs and youth to develop an international plan of
action.

Canada also continues to be a strong supporter of the work of Olara Otunnu, the UN
Sceretary-General's Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. We have made
a substantial financial contribution to his office, and will collaborate with him to assist in
fulfilling his mandate. He has done much to raise the profile of this subject around the world
and we welcome his presence here in Accra.

Recognizing the important work of civil society, Canada has over the past two years
provided financial support for the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, an international
organization that played a key rolc in the successful negotiation of the Optional Protocol on
Children in Armed Conflict.
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As with efforts to deal with the abuse of small arms and to ban landmines, Africans are
leading the world in developing practical means and action to advance the protection of
civilians in war and to promote human security. To that end, this conference will be an
important contribution to global action in dealing with war-affected children. 1 will ensure that
decisions made here will be fully integrated into efforts in Winnipeg.

One of the most basic human instincts is to protect one's child from harm and suffering.
Children represent our global future and the desire to guard them from the many forces that can
destroy their hope and innocence is universal.

Doing so is an essential part of our broader aspiration to promote human security and to
create stable, pecaccful societies.

In considering our responsibilities to our children, | am often reminded of a saying by the
Opaskwayak Elders of the Cree Nation in Canada to the effect that “a child is a gift or loan from
the Great Spirit; and one is given the responsibility to raise and care for that child. Since a child
is a gift from the Great Spirit, the child is sacred and must be treated with respect and dignity."

This is truly a sentiment with universal meaning. Here in Ghana this week, I look forward
to working with you in living up to that sacred trust, in seeking ways to make a real difference in

helping war-affected children in West Africa.

Thank you.
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Mr. President of the Republic,
Honourable Ministers,

Members of the Diplomatic corps
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish, first of all, to express my appreciation to His Excellency, Jerry John Rawlings,
for having graced with his presence this opening session of the Conference on War-Affected
Children.

By accepting to host this conference in this beautiful and prestigious city of Accra and
providing excellent facilities to ensure its success, President Rawling’s Government has
reaffirmed its firm commitment to continue working tirclessly for the welfare of children and
protection of those children in our sub-region who are affected by war. 1 wish, therefore, to
express my deep gratitude to him-and to thank the people of Ghana for having demonstrated
their commitment to the objectives of the conference by extending their brotherly and warm
hospitality to the participants. The commitment of the Government of Ghana and the
personal devotion of President Rawlings are not limited to the hospitality extended to us.

In the sub-region, Ghana has always been at the forefront of efforts to resolve
conflicts wherever they break out, reconcile parties wherever hatred divides them, save
women and children, wherever they are in danger. Without Ghana’s participation and above
all, without her devotion to the cause of peace, the strength of ECOMOG, ECOWAS
peacekeeping group, would have reduced drastically.

T am also, well aware that this meeting has been made possible through the resolve of
His Excellency, Lloyd Axworthy, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada, the competence of
his collaborators and support of his Government.

Canada spearhcaded a group of countries which, through the Bergen initiative,
ensured the introduction of a new concept of human security defined as a situation or state
characterised by an absence of breaches of the fundamental rights of persons, their security or
life. Furthermore, it was under Canada’s initiative that the campaigns for total elimination of
mines culminated in the conclusion of a treaty in Ottawa in 1997.
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[ am recalling these events because the new definition of human security under the
influence of Canada and the treaty relating to the total elimination of mines constitute
precious instruments for the protection of war-affected children.

Allow me, therefore, Excellency, to thank the Canadian Government, through the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for having demonstrated, by organising this conference, its firm
commitment to work towards the welfarc of war-affected children.

Excellency,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are all aware that wars that broke out in the sub-region recently were either as a
result of crises which affected relations between Member States, or due to internal political
crises.

In every country of the sub-region that went through war, the fringe of the population
hardest hit either because thcy were victims, or because they suffered more than any other
group, is undeniably the section composed of children.

For these reasons, the holding of this Conference is commendable. Its timeliness is
greatly appreciated by ECOWAS, particularly as our sub-region lost tens of thousands of its
children during the Liberian and Sicrra Leonean wars and the crisis in Guinea-Bissau. These
armed conflicts culminated in the mass exodus of the populations, which compelled Guinea,
Cote d’lvoire and Sierra Leone to host hundreds of thousands of refugees, the majority of
whom were children.

Sixteen thousand Liberian and six thousand Sierra Leonean children were forcibly
conscripted. A majority of these child-soldiers were most of the time subjected to alcohol or
drug-use by those who recruited them, their instructors or rebel leaders.

And yet children in the sub-region are considered as God’s gift and the greatest
wealth. Full attention is usually paid to them. They are precious in West Africa and receive
protection not only from their family, but also from the family of the entire community in
which they belong. One of the primary repercussions of the indiscriminate use of children in
wars is that it perverts our customs and morale which consider children and childhood as
sacred. However, why does Africa forsake such a noble tradition which could have been
imported to other continents as its contribution to world civilisation?

In order to facilitate understanding of the paradox that the serious breaches to the life,
physical integrity and freedom of children constitute within the West African context, L have
thought it fit to make reference to a United Nations report presented to the General Assembly
in November, 1996, and to a UNICEF publication from which the following statements are
extracted:



<3a

"Where ethnic loyalties prevail”, says the UNICEF publication, "a dangerous. trend
develops. Rising sentiments of ethnic siperiority, ethnic cleansing and genocide may be
irreversible. Killing of adults may not be énough; generations of ensmies and their children
must also be exterminated.” End of yuote.

In pursuing the realisation of its integration objestive in order to raise the living
standards of the population, ECOWAS is of the view that protection of children and
mvestments in their favour must be at the centre of any new development strategy.

In a declaration on child soldiers, ECOWAS acknowledges that enrollment of

children inte illegal arfued conflicts déprives them of education, training dnd culture, and

prevents them from being useful to their countries.

The. use of children in.armed conflicts has been facilitated by the proliferation of light
weapons and small arms. In their bid to control this proliferation, the Heads of State and
Government 0f ECOWAS on 31 October, 1998, declared & moraterivm on the importation,
exportation and manufacture of light weapons for a renewable period of three years.

The time has come to condemn the.ams traffickers—those who have no fear of Geod
nor man, illegally and readily provide instramients of death in exchangé for money to satisfy

their base needs. They deprive us of our human Tesources and at the same time exploit our

mineral resources which they swap for instruments of :daa‘th. Their internal accomplices and
those who, for the same shameless craving indulge in this very trade must equally be
condemned.

For this reason, on 10 Deceimber, 1999, ECOWAS adopted 4 Protocol on the.

Mecharsm for C‘tmﬂmt Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Securily.

Its implementation will go.along way in prov iding children the pritection guarantf:ad by the
Conventioh on the Rights of the Child. We are convinced that the intemational community
will not fail to support ECOWAS in the implementatiod of this mechanism which has in fact
already talcen off.

Exceliency,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Betore concluding, | wish to thank all the participants to this meeting and parficularly
all the eminent personalities inviled to present papers at the various conference workshops. |
hope the outcome of our deliberations will be realistic and pragmatic; to enable us to
implement them without delay, for the welfare of the children of our sub-region’and in the
interest of ECOWAS Member States.

I thank you.
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"For the Sake of our Children"
An Overview and Proposals for the Protection of War-Affected Children in West Africa

A Woaorldwide Phenomenon

The preamble of the Charter of the United Nations enjoins us "to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war." Yet today we are witnessing unspeakable abominations
being committed against children in situations of armed conflict. This suffering bears many
faces: children being killed; children being made orphans, children being maimed; children being
uprooted from their homes; children being raped and sexually abused; children being deprived of
education and health care; children being exploited as child soldiers; and children left with deep
emotional trauma.

All non-combatants are entitled to protection, but children deserve special attention and
require special protection. Children are innocent and especially vulnerable. They arc less
equipped to adapt or respond to conflict. They bear no responsibility for conflict in the first
place, yet suffer disproportionately from its excesses. Moreover, children represent the hopes
and future of every society; destroy them and you have destroyed a socicty.

Over the last decade, 2 million children were killed in conflict situations, over 1 million
were made orphans, over 8 million have been seriously injured or permanently disabled and over
10 million have been left with grave psychological trauma.

At prescnt, in approximately 50 countries around the world, children are suffering from
the effects of conflicts and its aftermath. Today, there are over 20 million children who have
been displaced by war within and outside their countries. Some 300,000 young persons under
the age of 18 are currently being exploited as child soldiers. And approximately 800 children are
killed or maimed by landmines every month.



The magnitude of what we are witnessing today attests to a new phenomenon. There has
been a qualitative shift in the nature of warfare. This is not war, as we have known it in the
modern era.

Several developments mark this transformation. Almost all the major armed conflicts in
the world today arc civil wars; they are being fought among those who know each other well;
they pit compatriot against compatriot, neighbour against neighbour. They are often protracted,
lasting years if not decades; they are marked by widespread social breakdown and lawlessness,
the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, and the involvement of multiple and often
scmi-autonomous armed groups. Most cynically, children have been compelled to become
themselves the instruments of war-indeed the weapons of choice-recruited or kidnapped to
become child soldiers. A key feature of this struggle is the demonization of the so-called "enemy
community” and the orchestration of vicious hate campaigns. The enemy community is often
defined in religious, cthnic, racial or regional terms. The traditional limits on the conduct of
warfare-international instruments as well as local taboos and injunctions-are being cast aside. In
this setting the village has become the battlefield and civilian population the primary target. This
is soldier-on-civilian violence on an unprecedented scale.

Thesc excesses are no longer exceptional, they arc widespread across the globe; they are
going on today in over 30 areas of conflict.

It is against this background that today up to 90% of casualties in ongoing conflicts
around the world are civilians-this figure was 5% in World War I-the vast majority of whom are
children and women. This is the world turned upside down.

This abomination is due in large measure to a crisis of values-a kind of "ethical
vacuum"-a setting in which international standards are ignored with impunity and where
traditional value systems have lost their sway.

We can and must reverse this trend of abomination. To do so, we must adopt serious
concerted measures at the international, regional and national levels.

In this context, I should like to put forward some proposals for consideration within the
framework of ECOWAS and West Africa.

1. International Normative Framework

Since the founding of the United Nations over 50 years ago, the international community
has developed a truly impressive body of intemational humanitarian and human rights
instruments; the most pertinent providing for the protection of children affected by armed
conflict are: the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Geneva Conventions and additional
Protocols; the African Charter on the Welfare and Rights of the Child; UN Security Council



Resolution 1261 (1999) concerning the protection of war-atfected childtesi, and UN Security
Council Resolution 1265 (1999) concerning the protection of civilian populatmns in-general in
situalions of armed conflict;

In addition, it is very much my hope that two other very important intémational
instruments will soon epme into force ind bécome part of this list: the recently concluded
Optienat Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in
armed conflict, and the Statute of the latemnstional Criminal Court (Rome Statute).

. itis important that in the'deliberations and in.the-outcomes of the Conference, these
instruments be highlighted as the international normative framework for the protection of
war-afiected children.

s F call on ECOWAS States to prepare for the early adoption and speedy ratification of the’
Optional Protocol. And, when ratifying the Optional Protocol, I urge ECOWAS States to
congider depositing binding declarations pursuant o articte 3, cstabhshmg age 18 as.the
minunum age for voluntdry récruitment into their national amed forces; this already
exists in most West African countries and is consistent with the Alrican Charter on.the
Welfare and Rights of the Cluld.

* Lurge all ECOWAS Btdtes to ralify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,
which 1s a powerful tool for. the protection of children.

° 1 believe that the time has come for us to launch a specific campaign focussing on the
protection of children in sityations of armed contlict, to develop varions
activities~awareness-building, exerting concerted political pressure; tapping into relevant
loical norms within socicties—to ensure the application n.F-thEsgnorms on the gmum‘l,

2. Promoting and Strengthening Traditional Values and Norms

Tlie most. damaging loss ahy society can suffer is the collapse of its own value system.
Societies in Wesl Africa have deeply rooted traditional values, norms, taboos and injunctions
proscribing indiscriminate targeting of civilian populations in times of war, especially women
and children. Tragically, under pressure of prolonged conflicts, some societies, such as we have
witnessed in Sierra Leone and Liberia, have seen their community values radically undermined,
if not shattered-altopether. We must not cast aside positive local value systems which have
traditionally provided ethical beurings and-pratection io-many of our societies.

We must mohitise all our resources and social networks—-comumunity leaders, parents,
extended family, elders, teachers, schools.and rehgmus institutions to reassert the.injunctions and
taboos that have traditionatly pmwded forthe protection of children within our societies. The
focus. of that effort will be the local community. This local process should be integrated with and



reinforced by the internatignal norms | have cited edrlier. Such a process of ethical renewal is
indispensable if'a society caught in the throes of a deep moral and political ctisis is to recover;
rethuild and move forward.

‘3. Importance of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1261 (1999)

N Security Council resolution 1261 (1999), was a'dopteii by the Secunty Council on.25
August last year, This is an impottaot milestone, a landmark, for the cause of children affected
by armed conflict.

Forthe first time, the Security Council has devoted a formal and entire resolution to the
protection of children affected by armed contlict. This resolution clearly establishes the
protection and well- -being of children as a. major preoceupation that legltxrﬂately belongs on the
‘agenda of the Secirity Cotncil.

The resolution sets out a number of specific and important measures for protecting: and
ensuring.the well-being of children in the midst of armed conflict and in its aftermath. Tfapplied
in specific situations, these measures coild have a considerable impact for the benetit of children
on the ground.

1 call on ECOWAS States to press to the fullest advantage resolution 1261, by utilising.
and applying its provistons on the ground throughout West Africa,

4. Taking Measures to Protect Children in the Midst of Conflict or Adopting
“Children as a Zone of Peace”

We must nndertake concrete initiatives to prevent and mitigate the suffering of children
who are actually Caught up in the midst of ongoing conflicts. Tn other words, we must explore:
concrete ways 1o translate the ccmcapt'uf "shildren as a zone of peace" into praclical
arrangements on the ground.

In fny visits to several countriés, including Sietra Leonc and Liberia, I have elicited.
commitments from parties in conflict on some of the following measures: to allow access to
populationsin distress in zones wilhin their control; to-observe humanitarian cease-fires for the
benefit of children; not e aitack schools or hospitals; not.to use landmines; and not to recruit or.
nse children as combatants.

I urge BECOWAS States to adopt "¢hildren as a zone of pedce” within this sub-region, and:

to that end to-develop 2 practice for eliciting and monitoring concrete commitments hy parties to
conflict.




5. Placing the Protection and Well-Being of Children on the Peace-Making Agenda of
ECOWAS

Children suffer disproportionately in times of war, as we have witpessed in Libena and
Sierra Leone. They therefore have a particularly high stake in peace. The protection and well-
being of children should feature systematically in any negotiations to end war and in peace
accords. During my visits to Burundi, Sierra Leone, the Sudan and Colombia, governments and
insurgency groups have agreed to place this issue on the agendas of the peace processes currently
underway in their countries. I call on ECOWAS to promote this practice in its own peace-
making initiatives.

To bring an end to impunity for egregious violations of children’s rights in time of armed
conflict, T am recommending that all aspects of peace processes involving amnesty, truth, or
justice should highlight the abuses perpetrated on children, as well as the circumstances that
enabled those abuses to occur. And when amnesty legislation is contemplated in transitions from
war to peace, we must ensure that the perpetrators of child rights violations are not exempted
from responsibility for their actions.

6. Placing Children at the Centre of Post-Conflict Programs for Reconstruction and
Healing

Apart from the re-establishment of security and the consolidation of peace, the most
daunting challenge a country faces in the aftermath of war is the "crisis of young people”-the
desperate conditions of young children and adolescents. The prospects for recovery for countries
like Liberia and Sierra Leone will depend very much on rehabilitating their scarred young people
and restoring to them a sense of renewed hope. Some of the key issues that need to be addressed
in this context are:

- Physical rchabilitation of the injured and the maimed,
Psycho-social rehabilitation of traumatized children;
Disarmament, demobilisation and rehabilitation of child combatants;
Return, reunion and resettlement of displaced children and families;
Programmes to address the special needs of sexually abused young girls, including their
health, campaigns of sensitisation of local communities and trauma counselling;
. Rehabilitation of basic educational services for the benefit of children, including
vocational training for adolescents;
. Rehabilitation and provision of basic medical scrvices for children.

A number of local and international actors have been active in responding to the needs of
war-affected children in the West African sub-region. There is a need to evaluate and assess the
effectiveness of these interventions on behalf of children, focussing in particular on the
experiences of Liberia and Sierra Leone.



7. Responding to the Neceds of Displaced Children Within West Africa

A major impact of conflicts in West African has been the massive displacement of
populations both within and across borders, as internally displaced persons (IDPs) and as
refugees.

. Refugees

In general, West African countrics have set an excellent example of solidarity, hospitality
and support for refugees. In recent years, Guinea and Cote d’Ivoire in particular have assumed a
major responsibility for refugees. Guinea has been hosting more than a half a million people
from Sierra Leone and Liberia who are officially registered with UNHCR, in addition to a
significant numbecr of unregistered persons who have also fled from the neighbouring countries.
The population of officially registered refugees now constitutes more than 10 percent of the total
population of Guinea. And yet during my visit there last year, I was struck by the cxcellent
rapport between the local populations and refugees. The sheer magnitude of refugees in Guinea,
however, has begun to causc significant stress on the economy, social services, énvironment and
security.

The Accra Conference should call on the interational and donor community to provide
more support to host countries (like Guinea and others in the West African region) and UNHCR,
in order to reduce the social-economic, environmental and security impact of refugee outflow
within the sub-region.

. Internally Displaced Persons

During my visits to war-affected countries in the past two years, | have witnessed first
hand the deeply distressing and precarious conditions of internally displaced persons, the vast
majority of whom are children and women. The nature and scope of this problem has been well
described in the important work and reports of Francis Deng, the Representative of the Secretary-
General for Intemally Displaced Persons.

I urge West African states to commit to providing, with the support of UN agencies and
the donor community, fuller protection, relief and access to IDPs, within their countries.

Moreover, I believe that time has come for the intermational community to develop a
more systematic response and framework for providing protection and practical support to
internally displaced persons.

8. Taking Measures on the Ground to End Child Soldiering

I am delighted that after several years of negotiations, consensus agreement has finally
been reached on raising the minimum age for recruitment and participation in conflict. The
raising of the age limit for participation in hostilities from 15 to 18 is a victory for children




exposed to cynical exploitation in situations of armed conflict. While the new consensus does
not go as far as | would have liked, it is a most important step towards eliminating the use of
children as soldiers and their participation in hostilities. Five elements of the draft optional
protoco! are especially significant in this context:

. States are to take "all feasible measures" to ensure that members of their armed forces
who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take a "direct part” in hostilitics;

. States are to ensure that persons who have not attained the age of 18 years are not
compulsorily recruited into their armed forces;

. Insurgent armed groups are prohibited, "under any circumstances”, from recruiting
persons under 18 years or using them in hostilities;

o The ncw standards apply both to international conflicts and civil wars;

. State parties are called upon to cooperate, through technical cooperation and financial

assistance, in the prevention of child recruitment and the use of child soldiers, and in the
rehabilitation and social reintegration of ex-child soldiers.

The one aspect in which the agrecement falls short of the "straight 18" position that I have
advocated is in the area of voluntary enlistment into national armed forces. This is indeed a
disappointment. Nevertheless, the raising of the minimum age to at least 16 and the inclusion of
specific safeguards, including the provision of reliable proof of age and the informed consent of
both volunteer and parents, represents an improvement on existing standards.

With agreement on the optional protocol in place, we must now turn our energies to
making a difference on the ground, concentrating on several tasks:

J Exerting concerted international pressure on parties in conflict that abuse children as
combatants;

. Addressing the political, social and economic factors that facilitate the exploitation of
children as soldiers;

J Building the capacity and mobilizing more resources in order to respond more effectively
to the rehabilitation needs of ex-child soldiers; and,

. Broadening our scope of concern to embrace all children affected by conflict.

9. Integrating the Protection and Well-being of Children into ECOWAS Peacekeeping
Operations

ECOWAS has been one of the most active regional arrangements in conducting
peacekeeping operations, I should like to encourage its member States to consider the
incorporation of the following measures. First, the protection and rights of children should be
explicitly provided for in the mandates of peacekeeping missions. Second, ECOWAS should
consider the idea of attaching child protection advisers explicitly tasked with ensuring
coordination of issues related to protection and well-being of children in cach of its field



missions. Third, training should be provided for all personnel in the field missions with regard to
the rights and protection of children and women. 1 have proposed similar elements for UN peace
operations; these are now being put into practice in newly mandated operations.

10. Developing Neighbourhood Initiatives in West Africa

Although most of today’s conflicts are internal, the victimization of children is often
exacerbated by cross-border activities, such as the flow of small arms and light weapons, the
transfer and use of landmines, the recruitment and abduction of children, the movement of
displaced populations and the separation of families. Threats facing children within countries in
conflict often cannot be brought under control without addressing these cross-border dimensions.

I have therefore proposed the development of "neighborhood initiatives" to bring together
actors in a sub-regional setting where countries are linked by cross-border activities atfecting
children. The purpose is to engage governments, insurgency groups, civil socicty organizations
and humanitarian agencies in dialogue, which would ultimately lead to specific agreements and
concrete measures to protect children from cross-border threats. Among the sub-regions selected
as pilot cascs is West Africa: | look forward to working closely with ECOWAS on this project.

The Conference should commit to promoting cross-border initiatives for the protection of
children. Examples of such initiatives include:

. ECOWAS Small Anms Moratorium - It is clear that, in West Africa, as elsewhere, there is
a strong correlation between the easy availability of small arms and light weapons and the
increased brutalisation of children and women. [ strongly urge the participants at this
Contference to give impetus to a more effective implementation of the Moratorium.

. Child Protection Unit within ECOWAS Secretariat - [ would urge the setting up of a
Child Protection Unit as part of the ECOWAS Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management, Resolution, Pcacekeeping and Security. Its main task would be to ensure
the protection of children’s rights and their well-being throughout the sub-region
particularly relating to cross-border concerns.

L Cross-border recruitment of children soldiers - The Conference should commit to taking
measures to end the cross-border recruitment of children for use as combatants.

. Ilicit exploitation of natural resources - The Conference should commit to taking
measures to curb the illicit cxploitation of natural resources, which fuels war machines
which brutalise children and deprive them of much needed resources;

. Displaced Persons - The Conference should commit to taking measures to facilitate the
reunification and return of displaced children and families.



11.  Building Local Capacitics for Protection and Advocacy

It is critical to build and strengthen local capacities for protection and advocacy for war-
affected children, both in the midst of ongoing violence and in its aftermath. Examples of such
initiatives in West Africa include: establishment of a National Commission for Children (as
proposed in Sierra Leone) to ensure that the protection and well-being of children is a major
priority in the aftermath of conflict and that it will be reflected in national prionity setting, policy
making and resource allocation; formation of an informal group of elders and statesmen to serve
as local advocates within a country (as in Liberia), and the formation of a parliamentary caucus
for the protection of children (as in Sierra Leone).

I urge the donor community, UN agencies and international NGOs to do more to support
and strengthen national institutions, local NGOs and civil society organizations within West
Africa.

12. Involving Young People in the Movement for the Protection of War-Affected
Children ~ Children-to-Children Network

I believe that we must involve young people as an active part of a worldwide social and
political movement for the protection of war-affected children-as participants, advocates, and
provide them with opportunities for self-expression. In this connection I have proposed the
development of several initiatives. One such initiative is the Children-to-Children Network.

This involves building links between children in war-affected countries and their
counterparts from countries at peace, so that they can leam about each other’s vastly different
cxperiences, build solidarity among themselves, and ecnable children to act as advocates on behalf
of other children. Such hinks could be developed on direct and community-based levels, school-
to-school, university-to-university, neighborhood-to-neighborhood, association-to-association.
Modern information technology, including the internet, should bé cmployed to facilitate such
communication and exchange among young people.

I very much hope that, from Accra, will begin a process of developing Children-to-
Children Networks within West Africa.

13.  Developing Media Information for the Benefit of War-Affected Children - Voice of
Children Initiative

I have often been struck by the absence of and hunger for information, recreation and
entertainment among children in situations of conflict and in its aftermath. To fill this gap I have
proposed the systematic development of radio programmes~Voice-of-Children-devoted mainly
to the nceds and intercsts of children and young people in those situations. This would serve to



give voice to children’s concerns, offer education, training and entertainment, promote tolerance,
reconciliation, and raise awareness of the rights and protection of children.

I am encouraging the establishment and development of local radio programmes in
conflict affected countries. Such projects, whilc driven by local professionals and civil society
actors, will require strong support from international partners. This mitiative is currently being
explored in several conflict-affected countries including Sierra Leone and Libena.

14. A Week of Truce-For the Sake of Our Children

Until now the international community has had some success, on an ad hoc basis, in
negotiating temporary cease-fires with warring parties for various humanitanian purposes.
UNICEF and WHO have undertaken a number of successtul vaccination campaigns during such
days of tranquillity, the most recent being the polio vaccination campaign conducted last year in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

We must build on this experience and do more. I am proposing that the international
community call on all warring factions in all ongoing conflicts to stop fighting, for the sake of
our children, at the same time, for a period of one calendar week. This week would be devoted
to protection of children and would be more than symbolic, It would enable the international
community to provide relief, registration and vaccinations to war-affected children. This should
also be a period to undertake various cultural and educational activities in all countries, to
promote peace, in particular activities for and by young people.

15. Imperative of Prevention

Clearly, the best way to ultimately protect children is to prevent conflicts before they
occur, recur, or to resolve them before they assume destructive proportions. I urge ECOWAS
states and civil society leaders to commit to taking political, economic and social measures to
address certain fundamental issues within countries that tend to engender conflict. Such issues
include:

-Ensuring a more equitable pattern of distribution of resources, to avoid the emergence of
a centre-and-periphery relationship wathin countries;

—Building a fabric of national cohesion within countries, while allowing for expression of
local particularities under that umbrella, i.c. building unity within diversity;

-Developing and strengthening genuine democratic practice;

-Addressing more effectively conditions of extreme poverty and despair.
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Distinguished friends

First, let me thank the organisers for this opportunity to speak on general and specific
issues on war-affected children in West Africa. This region with a population of some 300
million people is one of the most conflict prone regions of the world.

This region seems to accept the ‘unacceptable’, that war is a normal process. This opinion
needs to be challenged by civil society. And by c¢ivil society I mean the rich fabric formed by a
multiplicity of territorially and functionally based units. The strength of civil society is measured
by the peaceful coexistence of these units and by their collective capacity to simultaneously resist
subordination.

Civil society is an important ¢lement in the scarch for a just society, a society that
protects children, and a society that sees children as its future. A society with a weak civil society
1s doomed to disaster; hence the urgent need to strengthen the capacity ot West African civil
society.

Civil society cannot stand by and watch the over 120,000 African children classified as
‘Child Soldiers’, which in our opinion is a wrong term. Child combatants may be the appropriate
term, as General Ishola Williams will explain in his presentation. Having 120,000 children in
various wars on the Continent is not acceptable!

There are 300,000 children worldwide under the age of 18 serving in government and
anti-government forces. In Africa, Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Congo-Brazzaville, Rwanda, Angola, Burundi, Somalia and nearer home, Liberia and Sjerra
Leone, arc some of the examples of countries where the systematic abuse of children as child
combatants 1s the norm rather than the exception.

According to a recent report published by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers
the ‘Ethiopian government forces engaged in armed conflict against Eritrea, and clans in Somalia
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have both included an unknown though probably not insubstantial number of under 18s in their
ranks.” This is not acceptable!

Child combatants do not fail from heaven. Tt is our societies that create them. Men, who
are mismanaging our economies, our political systems, after creating the necessary conditions for
war or violence, turn around to recruit children into irregular and regular forces. Government or
rcbel leaders do not recruit their own children into the forces. They do not provide their own
children with drugs. Rather, they recruit the children of the poor, who could not attend schools
for no fault of their own, or who drop out of school due to school fees they cannot pay. This is
not acceptable!

The systematic abuse of children in situations of armed conflict demands a collective,
well-resourced response if this barbaric and genocidal tendency is to be wiped out. But, first, let
us sincerely admit that this phenomenon is new and can be traced to the militarisation of politics
and the weakening of the African economies from the early 1970s. As stated earlier, children do
not create the conditions for war, it is men in politics and uniform. So, how can civil society help
stop this systematic abuse?

Creating the conditions for inclusive politics at national, district and community levels is
one method of dealing with the conditions that give rise to child soldiers. Here, civil society can
continue to put pressure on governments to broaden the democratic space. Civil society can help
create the conditions that make it impossible for tyrants such as Iddi Amin and Sani Abacha to
take power again. The heroic resistance of civil society after the May 25 coup in Sierra Leone is
a source of courage. Civil society refused to service the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
Junta. In the immediate past, Africans supported military governments.

With the exception of Sierra Lcone, Libcria and parts of Guinea (where rebel activity is in
action), the phenomenon of child soldiers is not widespread. So speaking about Prevention, let
me add the universally acceptable notion of good governance. It is a necessity in the ECOWAS
region to prevent the spread of child soldiers.

Governments should and must implement the national, regional and international
legislation or conventions on children. Let governments begin to take education seriously and
then we will be seeing less child soldiering. The current situation of having fewer children in
school is unacceptable. With good governance we should be in positions to provide more funds
to cducation rather than security. This is part of the task of civil society.

Reintegration

Demobilisation and reintegration is a slow process which demands consistent government
and donor support and commitment. West Africa needs to learn from the lessons of
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demobilisation and reintegration in the Hom of Africa and Uganda, where massive
demobilisation and reintegration took place in the late 1980s and mid 1990s with relative
success. In the late 1990s, Eritrea and Ethiopia were back to squarc one. The two countries
rebuilt their standing armies and demobilised soldiers were called to duty. The same applies to
landlocked Uganda, where military expenditure is threatening the modest gains of the National
Resistance Movement government of Yoweri Museveni.

I hope Sierra Leone, Liberia and Nigeria shall not return to rebuilding big armies.

Post Conflict

In conflict and post conflict situations, governments and rebel forces need to be lobbied
into accepting and implementing national, regional and international conventions such as the
Geneva Protocols, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1992), the UN
Convention on the Right of the Child (1989), the Maputo Resolution on Child Soldiers and the
ECOWAS Forcign Ministers Declaration on Child Soldiers. This is imperative, if Wesi Africa is
to limit and eradicate child soldiering. ‘

Impunity

Rebel leaders and their field commanders and government supported militia leaders,
should and must be help accountable for recruiting and deploying child soldiers or combatants.
History is a living institution; if this is done, then the future would become brighter.

Africa needs to break the circle of impunity taking leaders to power. Impunity, as a
mechanism to power needs to be resisted. Donors should and must stop providing support to
undemocratic leaders and their assets abroad should be confiscated and returned, to facilitate the
education of children. If we are not prepared to facilitate the implementation of international laws
against impunity then we have no business discussing child soldiers. Civil society’s duty is to
work to end impunity.

Democratic Space

Fourteen ECOWAS States have no child soldiers. This is a positive sign. So, let us have
the political will to create and implement the conditions to prevent these States from following
the examples of Sierra Leone and Liberia. Political order that is democratic and popular is
neceded. Let us create the space and civil society has a critical role to play.

Democratic elections are essential to prevent use of children as soldiers. It was the
undemocratic 1984 elections in Liberia that finally led to the civil war of 1989. Helping West
African States to have open, transparent elections and inclusive governments with a minimum
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prograxﬁme, which includes preventing child soldiers, is needed.

Despite the negative impact of child soldiering in some parts of West Africa, all is not
bad. In the civil war in the former Portuguese colony of Guinea-Bissau and the separatist war in
the southern Senegal region of Casamance there was no child soldiering.

Experts hold that Guinea-Bissau is probably the West African country with the highest
rate of individual citizens holding weapons, with certain estimates hinting that close to' 50% of
the 1.5 million inhabitants of the country bear firearms. The majority of these weapons, belicved
to have been procured through illicit means, are concentrated in the capital Bissau, with smaller
stockpiles, predominantly leaked or stolen from national weapons arsenals, are perceptible in
Bafata, Gabu, Cansunco and the northern parts of the country.

In the Sudan, by 1996, some 20,000 children aged between 6 and 17 years were either
forced out of their homes or recruited into Government or into the numerous factions of the
Sudan Peoples Liberation Amiy or militia. Nobody has faced the music so far. This is not
acceptable.

In the two Districts of Gulu and Kitgun in Northem Uganda, some 8,000 children
including thousands of young girls, were forcefully recruited into the Lords Resistance Army
(LRA).- This brutal, irregular force, is armed and financed by an African State. Yet, no action is
being undertaken against this State for breaking International Conventions and thereby
destroying the future of Africa. This is not acceptable.

According to a UN Survey, Angola is the ‘worst place in the world to be a child.” It is
estimated by UNICEF (1999) that 40 per cent of children die before the age of 5. And yet this
country is the richest in Africa in terms of natural resources. This situation is unacceptable.

RENAMO of Mozambique formed by Ian Smith of Rhodesia and supported and financed
by apartheid South African governments, had thousands of child soldiers. RENAMO,
"consistently and systematically practised forced recruitment, even preferring children to adult
cornbatants". RENAMO is now in Parliament, so why not the RUF, whose brutality is beyond
description?

Somc form of justice is needed in Africa, if we are to dcmonstrate that we are serious
about protecting children. "Justice, justice and more justice," is our call.

Some Instruments at Qur Disposal for Preventing Child Soldering

1. The International Criminal Court will help put those who recruit child soldiers behind
bars. Support is needed to make this Court a rcality.
2. The 1949 Geneva Protocols and the two 1977 Additional Protocols require publicity in

Africa. Educating government and rebel leaders on these important documents should be
the goal of African civil society.
3. The African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights
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UNConvention on the Righis of the Child {1989}
The Maputo Resolution-on Child Soldiers

The Neighbourhood Initiative of Olara Otunnu
The Convention on the Rights of the Child
National laws

Let us use these instruments to end the abuse of children. Civil society can and must
pressure governments and rebels to implement the above. Public awareness is essential. The
media have an important role 1o play.

Letme conclude, Mr. Chairman, by stressing the need for us.not to repeat history. The
organisers; and we the participants, need to make history and by this statement; [ mean we need
not pass resolutions that we are not capable of mplementing.

Let us think and discuss ways and means of advancing this important apenda of
preventing child soldiering in the sub-region. If, a small efficient and resourced structure is

~needed to build the capacities of the States and civit society in the sub-regien to help end the

unaceeptable situation of children in armed conflict, let us do so by Friday. By (his singular act
history shall be made,

Africa needs to mobilise local respurces to facilitate this structure-and we hope our good
friends north of the St. Lawrence Seaway shall help us make history.

Thank you
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Among the various activities which it conducts intemationally, the International
Organization for Migration has always paid special attention to society’s most vulnerable
groups—those victimized by the activities of organized networks and those suffering the
consequences of armed conflicts. Children are a part of the fringe group that benefits from IOM
assistance.

While there is a growing concern over children who suffer the consequences of trafficking
for purposes of forced labour or sexual exploitation, others are undergoing the effects of war
without any protection whatsoever. Millions of children have either been killed or injured and have
remained handicapped for life, or have been forced to witness or participate in acts of unspeakable
violence.

Africa has been and continues to be a place of suffering for the children caught in these
situations. Wherever possible, the IOM has not only provided emergency assistance for these
children, but has also done what it could to generate a greater awareness of the seriousness of the
problem.

The effects of war and its impact on child development have received special attention from
all the institutions and organizations involved in the rehabilitation of those who have incurred
physical or mental injuries as a result of fighting. Thesc children are the primary victims of the
family disintegration arising from the loss or displacement of those closest to them and from the
disruption of health care services and food supplies, not to mention the psychological problems and
traumas that require extensive follow-up beforc they can regain their place in society.
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Below-age children are also being forcibly recruited and manipulated by adults. Hence the

urgent need to place priority on demobilizing them and to introduce specific reintegration activitics

centred on cducation and vocational training in order to give them the best possible chance of
rebuilding their future.

The IOM’s interventions in demobilization and reintegration programs and in providing
assistance for displaced persons and refugees in Mozambique, Angola, Rwanda and morerecently,
in the context of preparations for similar programs for Guinea-Bissau and the Republic of the
Congo have taken, and continue to take, consideration of the cffort required to assist minorcs.

To cite only two examples in Angola, in the context of the demobilization of UNITA’s
billeted troops and the surplus troops of the Angolan Armed Forces (AAF), the IOM participated
in the demobilization of below-age soldiers and provided assistance to help them return to and
reintegrate with their communities of origin. Their demobilization started even before the general
demobilization process, because these were vulnerable, at-risk groups concerning whom there was
no dispute over the eligibility criteria. In all, 360 minors from the Angolan Armed Forces and
4,734 minors from UNITA were assisted with thewr families, when necessary. A data base was
sketched out and handed over to the authorities at the end of the operation.

In Rwanda, a large number of minor children who had been evacuated to Italy during the
crisis period were repatriated by the IOM in the family reunification context, with all the research
and readjustment follow-up entailed in this.

At the present time, in West Aftica, Liberia and Sierra Leone are the big problem areas.

In these countries, thousands of children arc victims of civil wars that have dragged on for
many years now ; they arc living under the difficult conditions of internally displaced persons or
as rcfugees in camps in the border countries ; others are being used as soldiers in a fighting
capacity. The difficulties with financing our activities have necessitated a pause in our activities,
but we are in the process of negotiating our return. According to the UN’s March report on the
humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone, 2 300 children are still in captivity there, primarily in the
Northern Province. However, UNICEF and various NGOs have already taken charge of 703
children, 80% of whom are former combattants.

By way ofthe organizations concerned (ECOWAS, international organizations and NGOs)
the international community has since the onsct of the hostilities constantly been alerting public
opinion to the need for international mobilization to end the suffering of civilian populations,
especially women and children, who are the main victims of the daily violence being perpetrated
in these countries.

S R M N e W A BN e
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1 must add that the 1OM is greatly concerned with the fate of these target groups after the
crisis periods. When the last shot has been fired, who is going to get involved in soothing the hurt
of the rape victims? What about those who have contracted HIV? The disabled? All who have
suffered physical and mental trauma, making it so difficult for them to pick up the pieces, face an
uphill task in bringing together their families and living a normal life!

Countries like Gabon, Mali and Ghana are sounding the alarm today and trying with
UNICEF to prevent similar tragedies by introducing strategies to prevent trafficking in children,
for example among certain countries in ECOWAS (Mali, Céte d’Ivoire, Benin and Togo). In
cooperation with the TOM, two projects are in the course of being funded:

. An emergency action plan to fight transboundary trafficking in children for purposes of
economic and labour exploitation;
. The fight against trafficking in children in Benin.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The issue of child soldiers is a political and structural problem in Africa. Here is what the
IOM would like to see specifically included in the Declaration and Action Plan emerging from
your work:

J A clear political determination, not only from the international community, but from the
states concerned themselves, to comply with the existing international instruments, such
as the children’s rights conventions, African Charter of Children’s Rights and Welfare, etc;
this must lead to an immediate cessation of the involvement and use of children in these

conflicts;
. Specific activities to offset the various kinds of stnictural deficits in these countries,
touching on education, health, vocational training, civilian lifc awareness traiming, etc...;
° Only through such means can the demobilization and reintegration of these children in their

society of origin, and especially a return of the skills required to reconstruct countries, be
effected in a spirit of respect for the dignity of the human person.

What JOM can do in the context of ECOWAS:

. Assist the countries in a program to demobilize child soldicrs;

. Assist the countrics in a program to reintegrate child soldiers in civilian life, touching on:
education, vocational training and the usc of a normal health care system;

. Set up a data base on child soldiers;

. Transport target groups to, and conduct research in communities of ongin in order to

promote family reunification.
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Leaders and War-Affected Children: Accountability and Commitment

Nigel Fisher

Hon. Chairpersons Axworthy and Gbcho, Foreign Ministers of Canada and Ghana,
Honourable Ministers,

Govermnment delegations,

Young people,

Representatives of civil society and international organisations,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of UNICEF, may I first express our appreciation to Governments of Canada and Ghana for
their leadership in this initiative which brings us together to address the rights of war-affected children.

May I also transmit greetings from UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, at this moment around
the corner in Dakar, ai the World Education Forum: She will be highlighting the educational needs of
children affected by armed conflict at the Dakar meeting, and will be with us in spirit today.

Leadership and accountability

There are two words that do not yet appear in the draft Declaration and Plan of Action that this meeting
may endorse - leadership and accountability. Certainly in the youth and NGO meetings of the last few
days, and in the corridors, many scem to feel that these two words are precisely what this meeting is
about - or should be about.

It is the quality and nature of leadership that will determine whether today's deliberations will go beyond
rhetorical commitments to concrete action. And the accountability (or lack of accountability) of leaders -
national and international leaders, government and corporate leaders, community and civil society leaders
- will be a significant determinant of their will to translate one morc declaration and plan of action into
real action. '

We are mecting today in a clirnate of healthy scepticism. In an interview on (Ghana radio two days ago,
the interviewer asked some of us: 'How can people believe that this meeting, its deliberations and
pronouncements will actually have "bite", will lead to positive action and not just be one more conference
like so many others?' The young people from the region, some deeply scarred by their experience of war,
in their own meeling, asked whether they could expect clear, concrete, actionable outcomes from the
ministerial mecting. They askcd whether you will listen to them, will you heed their suffering?
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A scene is indelibly imprinted in my brain, from Kibumba, eastern Zaire - now the DRC - July 1994. As
far as the eye can see, a vast throng of men, women and children Rwandans: refugees, displaced,
dispossessed, victims. All of these, yes. But there is a huge contradiction, because many of these victims:
are also killers. Thousands among them adults and children - have killed, again and again, in the previous
months, unti! they in turn have been forced to flee with their familics. The great majority of them are poor
farmers, with a few years of schooling or no education at all. Yet they killed. Why? Like most people.
they probably had simple ambitions - a plot of land, enough money to get by on, good health for their
families, a decent education for their children, an occasional drink with their friends. So how did they end
up in Kibumba and other camps like it? I believe they were there because of two things above all - poor
leadership and the pervasive climate of impunity.

They were there because of destructive and disastrous national and community leadership, that, for
decades, chose to divide and blame, manipulate and foster violence, rather than seek constructive and
inclusive solutions to Rwanda's complex problems. No rule of law brought them to task.

And they were there because their leaders were totally unaccountable for their actions and acts of
violence - they acted with complete impunity. External aid fostered an increasingly dictatorial and
exclusive system in the 1980s - donors knew it, but turned a blind eye. Who wanted to shatter Rwanda's
anointed role as a model of development? And, as we all know, there were plenty of warning signs of
impending disaster in 1993 and 1994, but the world chose to ignore and deny these. So, there was a
failure of leadership nationally and internationally. encouraging national lcaders to believe that they were
accountable to no-one,

Assuring a credible outcome

So how can this ministerial conference convince the rest of the world that it will make history, rather than
repeat it? How can we ensure that its outcome will not be forgotten as one in a long litany of declarations
and plans which are never acted upon, but that it will be remembered as the ground-breaking conference

“which actually led to concrete action and implementation of commitments made?

Four suggestions to get the ball rolling:

- Apply existing national and internationa) standards.

- Take steps to ensure accountability and address impunity.

- Concretely commit to actions which will prevent and pre-empt armed conflict.
- Guarantee children as zones of peacc.

1. Application of standards

To whom are the proposed Declaration and Plan of Action addressed if not to ourselves? This gathering
has the experience and capacity to come up with a very clear and concrete timetable for applying at the
national level the solid body of internatiopal norms and standards that now exist. In addition to long-
established humanitarian and human rights laws and conventions, recent years, with Canada in the lead -
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have seen a burst of new standards that require universal ratification and implementation - the Rome
Statutc for the Interational Criminal Court; the Anti-Personnel Landmine Treaty; the new Optional
Protocol to the CRC on the recruitment and deployment of young combatants; The African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child (which Liberia has not yel ratified). There are also thc ECOWAS
Bamako and Lome declarations, the ECOWAS Moratorium in small arms and light weapons, Security
Council Resolution 1261, with its specific provisions on conflict-affected children.

Ratify, legislate. train, inform. There is nothing - unless it is the lack of political will -stopping any
country present today from ensuring that the full range of norms and standards are in place nationaily and
soon. Do these standards apply to non-state parties? Ycs. There is a growing international acceptance that
non-state entities arc equally bound by human rights standards; and therc are precedents - as with the
Sudan People's Liberation Movement's Agreement on Groundrules, in 1995, whereby it bound itself to
international norms and commitments to children and civilians in the midst of conflict.

Are these standards the product of alien, externally-imposed values? No. Positive norms and values exist
in every culture regarding care and protection of children in times of war and conflict. These can be
rediscovered, re-instated, accepted at all levels of society, to reestablish an understanding that surely must
be universally applied - that there are no circumstances under which the targeting and exploitation of
children is justifiable, ever.

In a sense, this is the easy part - (o ratify, legislate, inform, commit. But how to ensure that these norms
and standards are actually applied? Clearly, each country has it within its power to establish independent
bodies to monitor, document and report on human rights and their abuse. Surely a timetable for setting up
such bodies where they do not exist need not be long, and the possibility of setting up ECOWAS capacity
to monitor the protection of war-affected children in member states is cited in the draft Plan of Action.
But the question remains: what to do when norms and standards are not applied? We come to the twin
issues of accountability and impunity.

2. Ensure accountability, address impunity

The most significant limitation to ensuring accountability and countering impunity is inadequate public,
privatc, national and international objection to the abuse of children during conflict, and inadequate
efforts to implement constructive ways by which they can be protected and assisted when abused. But
times are changing. There is.an accelerating trend internationally to place human security, the rights and
well-being of citizens, ordinary people, on the international peace and security agenda. And in this
context there is an opportunity for ECOWAS members and their international partners to take a lead.
Let's look at three particular issues - the debatc over sovercignty versus intervention; naming names of
those who violate human rights; and what Olara has called the ECOWAS Neighbourhood itiative.

Sovereignty and intervention. Kofi Annan and his two predecessors as UN Secretaries-General have'all.

argued that the rights of individuals and communities within states are important enough to call into
question the traditional inviolability of state sovereignty. The argument is increasingly heard in
international circles that serious breaches of human rights within states almost always create threats to
international peace and security and thus justify UN intcrvention.



Such intervention is highly controversial, but does appear to be a strengthening trend as human security
and humanitarian issues play an increasingly important role in the UN Security Council's agenda.
ECOWAS has its own experience in this regard. Thus is it ready to codify and implement a normative
framework, agreed to by all its members, which justifics intervention? Certainly, it is much better for the
countries of the region to set their own standards {or example, as is now planned through the ECOWAS
Conflict Prevention Mechanism - rather than to wait to have them applied from the outside once armed
conflict has broken out.

Naming names. Invisibility breeds impunity. So what about naming names? A very powerful idea. Let's
look at a very recent example. Earlier this month, the UN Security Council investigative pane! on Angola,
examining violations of the international embargo against UNTTA, made its findings known. Chaired by
Canada, the report named names -diamond merchants in Belgium, arms brokers in South Africa, weapons
suppliers in Bulgaria, African leaders who, in exchange for diamonds, allow their countries to be
transshipment points or UNITA refuges. The accusations led to a storm of outrage, but also to immediate
actions. Belgium and the diamond industry sought to absolve themselves ot blame. Countries sought to
defend their records, but also immediately acted to curtail illegal shipment activities. Corporations sought
to defend their investment decisions - they become nervous when bad publicity threatens investments.
And we find that increasingly, around the world, human rights are finding their way onto corporate
agendas.

In this part of the world, similar reports exist on Liberia and Sierra Lcone, on the links between the
conflicts, the diamond trade, natural resource exploitation and arms flows, on the corporations and
countries - both near and distant neighbours - which have benefitted from or contributed to these
extended conflicts.

Of course, there 1s no "“internal conflict" which is exclusively internal - parties always have external
economic and political supporters, and external sources of arms. External governments and private
companies help to support and underwrite conflicts. Should they be rewarded with silence? Surely we
will all say no.

An ECOWAS Neighbourhood Initiative. A number of actions could comprise an FCOWAS
Neighbourhood Initialive to encourage positive collaborative measures, including the small arms
moratorium, measures 10 ¢nd cross-border recruitment of children as combattants, the child protection
unit within the ECOWAS secrctariat. Would Canada, Ghana and other ECOWAS partners be prepared to
lead in also developing some additional measures? For example, the isolation of proven abusers angd users
of children in war - travel restrictions, denial of participation in regional organisations, their deliberations
and summits? And further afield, the freezing of their cxternal assets? If both encouragement to abide by
ethical norms, and the threat of punitive action, can be made credible, the climate of impunity is going to
change.



3. Preventive actions

This discussion has already started to lead us into the realm of preventive and preemptive action - one of-
the other clauses in the draft Plan of Action proposes rapid ratification and implementation of the
LECOWAS conflict prevention mechanism signed at last December's ECOWAS summit. Will ECOWAS
lead in developing mechanisms to address non-violent resolution of conflicts through neighbourly
arbitration?

There are many roads to the implementation of equitable development policies which help foster national
cohesion. All of them require not only national commitments, but sustained international support too. But
as our focus is on young people and children, and with the Dakar World Education Forum taking place
this week, may 1 make a brief pitch for investment in quality education as one of the best investments in a
nation's future and in peace?

The case for universal quality education in which children learn to think for themselves, learn how to
solve problems, work and cooperate with others - this case has been made and proven again and again. It
would be a great example of leadership if this conference would lead to plans for educational recovery 1n
Sierra Leone and Liberia, outlining investment requirements and commitments sought from communitics,
national governments and the inlemational community - sustained, long-term commitments. Will Canada
scek to build and lead the consortium of international partners required for a long-term commitment, to
make universal education, vocational skill development, capacity-building and training a real possibility
in these two countries? UNICEF would certainly like to be your partner in such an endeavour.

4. Children as Zones of Peace

The draft Plan of Action before this conference proposes the institution of a West African Day of Cease-
fire. President Rawlings has suggested not a day, but a Week of Truce for our children, a week which
would start in West Africa and which could even become global.

In the shadows behind these proposals is a 20-year old concept that is as relcvant today as it was in 1980:
the concept of Children as a Zone of Peace. This concept is based on the simple principle that children
have a supervening right to protection from the consequences of any armed conflict, that there is never a
justification for targeting or involving children in armed conflict.

Thus could not the Plan of Action incorporate the full range of measures that would reinvigorate the
Children as Zones of Peace concept in the widest possible sense? Cease-fires yes, days and weeks of
peace, and also protected humanitarian corridors, plus the institution of the practice that schools, child
centres, health facilitics be inviolate zones of peace, and that the needs of children are taken into account
in peace accords and decmobilisation plans, as in Sierra Leone. Not new ideas, but ones that need to be re-
aftirmed and implemented. And again, when warring parties fail to respect children in this way, let the
actions to counter impunity, to demand accountability, which we have previously mentioned, come into
force.




Conclusion
Your excellencies, to conclude.

Thanks especially to countries like Canada, Ghana and their like-minded partners other governments and
civil society organisations, to Olara Otunnu and UN agencies like my own - there can be no doubt that
children have found their place on the intenational peace and security agenda.

There is an expectation that this meeting of leaders will exercise leadership - to devise practical measures
that can be applied in West Affica to ensure the prevention of armed conflict, and measures to protect
children should war actually break out.

There should be an equal expectation in West Africa that the international community -governments,
NGOs and international organisations - will stay around long enough, and with sufficient resources, to
help you achieve these goals.

There will be a Special Session of the UN General Assembly in September 2001, to review progress for
children since the 1990 World Summit for Children and the way ahead in the next decade. Canada,
together with Mali from this region and four other countries, is already involved in preparing for that
evenl. The organisation of this conference, and the high level of participation, is one indication of the
importance now being given 1o issues of children and armed conflict by West African governments,
Canada, civil society, youth and others.

This meeting, but more importantly, the timely and thorough implementation of its recommendations,

offers us the opportunity to show true lcadership, 1o demonstrate, as national, international, political,
community and youth leaders, our real commitment and accountability to all our children.

Thank you.
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His Excellency Victor Gbeho, Foreign Minister of Ghana
His Excellency Lloyd Axworthy, Foreign Minister of Canada
His Excellency Olara Otunu, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on
Children and Armed Conflict
Distinguished Panelists
Your Excellencies, Foreign Ministers of ECOWAS Countries
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen -

1 would like to congratulate the governments of Ghana and Canada for sponsoning this
conference. | am pleased to have been invited and 1 thank you for the invitation.

INTRODUCTION

For many years since independence, children have been viewed as one of the targets whose lot
should have been improved in Africa’ s quest for development but our development strategies
failed to do so. One only has to review Aftica's numerous "false starts" to realizc that we have
been applying the wrong approaches to attain development. You will recall that at different
periods of our quest for development since 1960, our strategies have been dominated variously
by investment in elaborate physical infrastructure, mechanized agriculture, and light industries
development, among others. While we have benefited from all of these somewhat, development
has remained clusive, the quality of human life in Africa has not improved substantially. Today
we know that with children-centered strategics we can not only improve the lot of children but
can attain development in every aspect of human endeavour. UNICEF has played the lead role in
guiding us to this discovery through painstaking research, incisive analyses and persistent
advocacy on behalf of children world wide. It has taken us long to discover the centrality of
children to both the outcome and the process of development.

This presentation draws some conclusions about the failure of West Africa's development
strategies to better the lot of West Africa's children in the critical areas of human survival,
development and leaming, protection and participation, and offers some ideas as to the way
forward in ensuring the promotion and protection of the rights of West Africa's children. The
basic thesis of this presentation is that the cntical factor that has led to the sorry plight of our
children is poor governance policies and practices.

What is needed is an appropriate governance framework within which children-centered
devclopment policies and strategies can be pursued to enhance the lot of children and spawn
development generally.

SELECTED ASPECTS OF THE STATE OF WEST AFRICA'S CHILDREN

The first order of business, however, is the question of what is called "war-affected children."
Who are war affected children? How do they differ from other children? | have tried to provide
empirical answers to these questions using the views of Liberian children who are undoubiedly
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war-affected and data trom the UN system, particularly trom UNICEF. Early this month, we of
the Center for Democratic Empowerment (CEDE) with the support of UNICEF, Liberia
organized a National Youth Workshop on War-Affected Children. At the workshop, children
were asked the question, "who are war-affected children?" Here are some of their responses:

"War affected children are:

children who go without food because of war; children whose parents have been killed;
children whose properties have been looted; children who witnessed horrible killings; children
who disrespect older people;

children whose minds are disturbed and cannot do their school work well; children who are too
old for their grades;

children who became parents before their time; children who took part in war as fighters;
children who engage in prostitution;

children who do not receive proper education; girls who have been raped.

Examining the children's responses against data on the state of the Africa's children as provided
by UNICEEF in the State of the World's Children report, one finds a general pattern of enormous
deprivation, tragic neglect and systematic denial of rights affecting all the children of Africa, in
some cases, blurring the distinction between countries that have suffered violent conflicts and
those that have not. Here are some examples from the data with respect to the state of West

African children.
Mortality and Health

Under 5 Mortality

A brief' examination of the record for West Africa shows that in the area of human survival, the
under S mortality rate among ECOWAS countries is among the highest in the world. Five of the
10 countries with the highest under 5 mortality rates in the world arc members of ECOWAS and
all ECOWAS countries are among the 30 per cent of the countries of the world with the highest
under 5 mortality rates. The stunning revelation is that this situation is not new; it is not the result
of current wave of conflicts or the economic down-swing of the decade of the 1980s. According
to UNICEF, from 1960 to 1980 the under 5 mortality rate in West African countries averaged
186 per 1000 with an annual average rate of reduction of a measly 1.3 per cent over those two
decades. Since 1980, the average rate of reduction has also been negligible except in a very few
cascs. In half of the ECOWAS countries the annual rate of reduction has remained stagnant or
declined. Similarly maternal mortality rate has remained unacceptably high. Estimates of 1990 in
some ECOWAS countries put it has high as 1,800 and 1,600 per 100,000 births. Liberia's pre-
war estimate of 560 has almost doubled since the civil war, standing today at 901 in Monrovia
alonc.



4-

Water, Sanitarian and Nutritional Deficiencies

Associated with high mortality rates are unsafe dninking water, poor sanitation and other
conditions which affect prospects of survival. Today, we continue to have countries in West
Africa in which 60 per cent of the population is without access to safe drinking water or 85 per
cent without access to adequate sanitation.

Another statistic which | have also found alarming is the high percentage of stunted growth
among our children. In Libena, for example, we have found out that 18 percent of our children
suffer severe stunting. UNICEF report on "The State of the World's Children” has shown similar
statistics for other African countries, some as high as 29 percent. As we all know, stunting is a
result of prolonged health and nutnitional deficiencies. Severe or congenital stunting takes place
over generations and has the effect of limiting the development of physical and mental potentials.
It indicates that our health delivery system has not only failed recently but for some time past.

Immediate, Underlying and Structural Causes

There are immediate, underlying and structural causes of the high level of child and mother
mortality and other health problems that afflict our children. Some of the immediate causes are
infections contracted during pregnancy and at birth, poor nutritional health of mothers during
pregnancies and poor environmental and personal hygiene. Underlying causes include
demotivation of health workers due to poor salaries and working and living conditions, lack of
access to health facilities and chronic poverty. Structural factors have to do with inappropriate
policies and poor governance.

HIV/AIDS

The growing epidemic of HIV/AIDS poses a major threat to the health of all African peoples but
especially to women and children. Given knowledge of the havoc HIV/AIDS is wreaking
elsewhcre in Africa, there is not much evidence that in West Africa, the increasing prevalence of
HIV/AIDS is claiming as much national and sub-regional attention as it should. In Liberia, for
example, 326 cases of AIDS-related deaths have been documented since the establishment of a
government AIDS surveillance mechanism in 1987. National average of incidence of HIV is 4.5
percent at current population level. But as is the case'in other parts of Africa, the full extent of
the problem is not known. Suspicions are that with the reported rise in tuberculosis, pelvic
inflammatory diseases and other opportunistic diseases in Liberia and a number of other West
African countries, the sub-region may well be in the throes of a HIV/AIDS epidemic. Lack of
education and adequate testing facilities, and the stigma associated with the disease are posing
obstacles in addressing it fully. "

Human Dcvelopment and Learning

Literacy and Access to School

With respect to human development and leaming, the situation confronting our children stands in
need of enormous improvement. To begin with, it 1s well known that literacy rates in Africa are
low. Statistics show that by 1995, there was, perhaps, only one West African country with adult
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literacy rate of SO percenl. Literacy rates among women are shamefully low, as low as 7, 9 and
18 percent in some ECOWAS countries. [n some ECOWAS countries female adult literacy 1s as
low as 30 percent that of male adults. Considering the fact that women are the teachers in our
homes, and the all-important discovery that the education of females is a strategic imperative for
development, this situation poses the most critical obstacle to human development and learning.
Figures for primary school enrolment are also very low for many ECOWAS countries as they are
for African countries generally. While there are some success stonies, the general case is
disappointing. We are told that in some West African countries less than 30 percent of school
aged children are attending school. In Liberia, for example, 42 per cent of schoo! aged children
are estimated to be in school. These rates fall even lower when disaggregated for girls. Dropout
rates are also high so that secondary school enrolment is a small fraction of primary school
enrolment. Then there is the question of the educational content and the pedagogic methods
utilized. All of these need overhauling to make them relevant and capable of unlocking the
potential of learners for creativity and innovation, two important pre-requisites for personal and
national regencration.

Special Educational Needs

In addition to these sub-regional and regional problems about human development and learning,
there are additional problems experienced by war-tom societies like Liberia and Sicrra Leone that
are trying to scope with a population of young people who have missed many years of schooling
due to war. The need for accelerated educational and training programs, trauma counselling, and
other special services are urgent and imperative. [n Liberia, for cxample, a stunning statistic to
come out the West African Examinations Council showed that over 75 percent of Liberian
secondary school candidates failed the examinations for 1998-1999. The fact is that long before
the civil war, the quality of the Liberian educational system had been on the decline. Qualified
teachers were leaving the system for greener pastures while unqualified teachers were used as
replacements. About 65 percent of primary and secondary school pupils arc today being taught
by unqualified teachers.

Some Immediate, Underlying and Structural Causes

Among the causes of low enrolment and lack of access arc the unavailability of schools, high
cost of sending children to school and the lack of desirable opportunities for vocational training.
Cultural and rcligious practices and conditions of poverty are also impediments to full utilization
of educational opportunities in some cascs. While some of these problems such as the paucity of
schools exists throughout West Africa, they have been exacerbated by war in countries like

Liberia and Sierra Leonc. In many other part of Africa systematic or sustained social and
economic marginalization and poor educational policy prescriptions have constituted structural
causes retarding progress in human development and learning.

Protection of Children

Definition and Identity of Child
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Basic to the question of protection is the establishment and recognition of unambiguous legal
status of children so as to ensure that each child's rights and entitlements can be respected and
protected. To begin with, in most African countries, the legal definition of a child varies from
one circumstance to another. In many cases working age, voting age, age of majority, and age of
criminal responsibility are often different with obvious implications for the protection of children
against an array of abuses.

Abuse and Exploiiation

In situations of armed conflict, such abuse and exploitation have become more pronounced.
Liberia, for example, today has one of the highest rate of teen pregnancy in the world. During the
civil war, about 20 percent of combatants were children of 15 years old or lower. These and
thousands others were both the objects as well as the perpetrators of heinous crimes and other
abuses including sexual abuse and exploitation, drug and alcohol abuse and labor exploitation,
displacement and disability. The case of Sierra Leone is legendary. Accusation of engaging in
slavery has occasionally been levelled against one ECOWAS country. In both Sierra Leone and
Liberia and many other West African countries, the armies’ street children came be found in
urban areas as juvenile delinquency and criminality among youth and children rise. Armed
robbery by children and youth is a newly emerging development not only in post-conflict
countries but also in other West Afiican countries.

Remedial Measures

The protection of children requires a combination of appropriate laws, strengthened enforcement
and rehabilitation institutions, relevant and effective educational systems, and above all,
empowered families and local communities, among other things.

Participation of Children

Learning the Art of Participation

Often misunderstood to mean the relinquishing of parental guidance, child participation is
essential in ensuring the development of children into efficacious, resourceful citizens rather than
passive subjects. It entails enabling children to begin to develop a sense of responsible
participation in decision-making, a deep appreciation of the humanity and worth of themselves
and others, tolerance and respect for opposing views, importance of and how to take initiatives,
strike compromises and lead wholesome, productive lives as members of families, communities
and nations. In addition to developing technical, vocational and other skills related to ensuring
economic empowerment, children must be assisted in developing the requisite skills and gaining
access to information that will help to make them decent human beings, good citizens,
productive and responsible workers and contributing members of their families and communities.
While efforts are increasing to achicve these, the paucity of institutional and individual role
models as well as cultural practices pose obstacles that need to be surmounted. Child
participation must be enhanced as part of a general culturc of empowered participation. Too
often, concepts of discipline as practiced in our schools and homes tend to support authoritarian
values much more than values of efficacy and inquiry.




Debt Overhang

The link between Africa's debt burden and poverty is obvious. Debt burden increases fiscal
obligations in the public sector, undermines prospects of economic growth and contributes to
sustaining poverty. Women and children constitute the largest percentage of Africa's population
that is below absolute poverty levels. Debt stocks in West Africa are huge. Liberia's, for
example, is currently estimated at US$3 billion with nearly half being owed to multilateral
creditors, 37 percent to bilateral national partners and 13 percent to private or commercial
creditors. Debt servicing in 1998 required 70 percent of the export earnings of an under-
performing economy. Clearly, for Liberia and other African countries as well as other highly
indebted poor countries (HIPC) debt relicf that releases resource for poverty reduction is
imperative.

CONCLUSIONS FROM CURRENT STATE OF WEST AFRICA'S CHIL.DREN

What conclusions can we draw from the current state of children in West Africa? First, that the
state of our children offers the clearest expression of our state of underdevelopment; that far from
being a consequence of underdevelopment, failure to successfully address children's issues is a
principal cause of underdevelopment and continued failure is the best way to assure West
Africa's consignment to a prolong state of poverty, conflict and underdevelopment.

Second, put in proper perspective, abuse of children and failure to successfully address issues
concerning West Africa's children must be seen as a problem exacerbated in some countries by
violent conflict but overall, a problem rooted deceply in misguided policies and practices at the
national and sub-regional levels and-for a long time also at the international level. Failure to
address children's issues is part of poor governance strategies and practices that cause conflicts
and conflicts, in turn, exacerbate the plight of children. Therefore the question of "war-affected
children" can be properly addressed when considered within the framework of wider concerns
about systems of governance that have historically victimized all children. The question,
therefore, has to do not only with how war has affected some children that are classified as "war-
affected children” but also how the prolonged marginalization and victimization of children
through bad governance and other factors have produced violent conflicts, poverty and
underdevelopment.

Third, that considerations of children's issues are inseparable from considerations of issues of
gender equality and equity; and as such, issues of women empowerment and the protection and
promotion of the rights of children should be treated in a manner that recognizes their co-
terminality . '

Fourth, the various dimensions of the problem of children as posited in the Convention
on the Rights of the Child-problems of survival, development and learning, protection and
participation-are inter-linked and inseparable and as such, require integrated multidimensional
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strategies and approaches that should be galvanized in national plans of action formulated and
implemented within an appropriate governance framework. The Convention to Eliminate All
forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Platform of Action must
also constitute companion inputs of such national plans of action.

Fifth, in view of the acknowledgment and acceptance of the principle of inscparability of the
security, stability and development of all ECOWAS countries, children's issues must be
addressed in a manner compatible with this principle; as such, operating within the framework of
the Convention of the Rights of the Child, and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child, ECOWAS must develop a coordinated approach and appropriate mechanisms to the
formulation and implementation of its own plan of action for the promotion and protection of the
rights of children and women.

CREATING GOVERNANCE INSTITUTIONS PROMOTIVE OF CHILD-CENTERED
DEVELOPMENT

This conference will do well to signal West Africa's "First Call" for children. West

Africa needs a new beginning for children. That new beginning requires new thinking of
governance and new structures and processes of governance that will respond to the needs and
interests of children and cnsure development. The new thinking about governance must advance
governance as a necw partnership between government and civil society; new structures and
processes must ensure new or strengthened mechanisms for policy dialogue, new policy
strategies and renewed efforts to enhance accountability, transparency and participation in
governance.

Structuring A New Governance Partnership

Creating and Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue and Consultations at Local and
National Levels

As a critical problem of underdevelopment, children's issues can best be addressed when couched
within an appropriate governance framework. A good governance framework is not only the best
option for formulating and implementing a national plan of action in accordance with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child but also for fulfilling the reporting process required under
the Convention. A framework for good governance emerges from a partnership between
government and civil society operating under the leadership of government and with the support
of the international commmunity. In this respect, a framework for good governance must be
characterized by an atmosphere conducive to dialogue and consultations between government
and civil society organizations. Such dialogue and consultations must take place through
structures and processes of governance at the local, provincial, national and sub-regional levels
of governance and even at local levels must be rooted in the family and localities within
communities. Such dialogues and consultations must be led by political and civic leaderships of
demonstrated commitment to democratic values and the advancement of the well-being of



children.

West Africa's centralized institutions of governance which are characterized by strong executives
and parliaments that are struggling to perform policy oversight functions are inadequate as a
governance framework for the nature of dialogue and policy consultations required. At their best,
parliaments are organized on the basis of geographic-spatial constituency representation or
representation determined by numbers and strengths of political parties. Children as a group are
the least able to represent themselves; moreover, none of these forms of representation has been
known to provide adequate representation of children's interests. This is why for governance
institutions to adequately reflect ; children's interest, they must inchude in representatives of
children advocacy organizations and related groups that operate in civil society and in some
cases, children themselves. Experience has shown that quite often, 1t has not been good enough
for these groups to only be involved with articulating children’s interests, they must have access
to and be allowed to make dircct inputs into the policy-making, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation processes. This is also why policy dialogue and consultations about

children's issues must be all-inclusive and take place in a coordinated manner at all levels of
governance-from the local to the sub-regional.

A New Children-Centered Policy Strategy

With respect to the content of the dialogue and consultations, development policies and programs
must be centered around the issues and concemns that affect children. They must seek to
strengthen and empower the family. Strategic analysis backed by experience has shown that
childrén-centered development approaches are by their very nature inclusive of all other concerns
and bring forth the best for all other interests. Planning and implementing development programs
become more effective when the needs of children are made the center-piece. For example,
programs and projects for the delivery of health carc, housing and shelter, agriculture and food
secunity, education, urban and rural reconstruction, road and transport networks, for the
promotion of justice, human rights and economic empowerment or any other type of
development undertaking, tend to provide clearer and more effective focus and the prospects of
attaining more productive and enduring resulis when implemented if children's issues are made
their center-pieces. This is why children's issues must be central to both the institutional
processes as well as the substantive content of a governance framework that is capable of
attaining development.

The Need for Accountable, Transparent and Participatory Governance

Children-centered development requires the highest order of governance probity and
accountability because unlike other groups in society, children do not constitute an influential
political, social or economic" constituency; therefore, de-prioritizing children' s programs,
misuse of allocated resources and other malpractices may easily obtain in program management.
One way of attaining a high level of accountability is to ensure clarity of goals, objcctives,
processes, benchmarks and expected outcomes in the formulation and implementation of
policies, programs and projects. It is also essential that the appropriate role and responsibility
analyses are undertaken for all actors. Monitoring and evaluation processes must take place at
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agreed periods, be transparent and involve all actors. Sanctions and benefits must be assigned for
performance. Civil society organizations, especially the mass media, child advocacy groups and
women's organizations have a responsibility to insist on such accountable, transparent and
participatory processes and the building of capacity both within government and civil society
entities to achieve them. This is how civil society organizations can go beyond their traditional
roles of cducating and advocating and become effective participating partners in governance.

A careful reading of the reporting process of the Convention on the Rights of the Child will show
that an accountable, transparent and participatory governance process is expected if national
reports submitted in accordance with the reporting process arc to be compatible with the spirit,
intent and objectives of the Convention.

In summary, at the level of states parties, we should create and strengthen governance structures
and processes that build and sustain partnerships in governance between government and civil
society and use these institutions to formulate and implement children-centered development
policies, programs and projects compatible with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, CEDAW, the Beijing Platform of
Action and rclated agreements and conventions. Accountable, transparent and participatory
governance will allow the CRC reporting process and other reporting processes to make more
dynamic the governance partnership between government and civil society and provide a basis
for greater support of the intermational community.

Mainstreaming Children's and Women's Issues at the Sub-Regional Level

Mr. Chairman, it is propitious that the state of West African children should come up at this time
when our leaders are making significant efforts to put our cooperation agenda on a fast track.
West African leaders operating in ECOWAS must be called upon to put children's and women's
issues on the fast track as follows:

o Implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child, CEDAW and other conventions and agreements about
the protection of the rights of children and gender equality and equity; ECOWAS leaders
must cnsure that appropriate legislation is enacted at the state level to give force and
effect to these rights. They must also adopt plans of action through governance processes
of partnership with civil society and the international community.

® As an economic cooperation organization, ECOWAS must adopt children-centered and
gender mainstreaming development approaches as the strategy to guide cooperation
among ECOWAS states; in so doing, it must:

strengthen mechanisms to ensure coordination of its children-centercd
devclopment strategy with the OAU, the UN system, especially UNICEF and
other regional and interational entities;
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set leadership standards through codes of ethics and conduct and be prepared to
name violators of such codes; in this way ECOWAS can strive to improve
leadership performance in West Africa,

undertake an audit of current cooperation activities to assess their impact on the
nights of children; develop indices and other measures for ensuring policy and
program sensitivity to the protection of the rights of children and women;

appoint a Panel of Eminent West Africans to spearhead advocacy in the protection
of the tights of children and women, ensure the visibility of children’ s and

women' s issues, their constant presence on the "front bumer," the mobilization of
resources to address them, and assist in monitoring performance at national levels;
and in so doing, work in close cooperation with the UN Special Representative on

Children and Armed Conflict and relevant others.

° As the CRC reporting process calls for a national report every 5 years, ECOWAS |, must
convene an extraordinary summit every 3 years to review progress in the implementation
of national plans of action on the implementation of conventions and agreements on the
protection of the rights of children and women.

L Create and strengthen a framework for increased civil society partnership in sub- regional
governance;

Actions Required at the International Level:

The international community is called upon to assist the process of promoting and protecting the
rights of children and women by supporting governance initiatives at all levels as follows:

® Offer debt relief under an arrangement that Jinks it to demonstrated domestic commitment
to poverty reduction plans that strategically target women and children, reduce military
budgets, stem cross-border flows of small arms, improve human rights and build
governance partnerships with civil society, among other measures;

° Support capacity building for improved govemmance at all levels, especially with respect
to the protecting the rights of women and children; "

° Intensify intermational campaigns to stem the flow of small arms and light weapons,
encourage disarmament and create and sustain an international climate conducive to

development;

] Impose sanctions and take other measures to address impunity;
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® Support ECOW AS cfforts to strengthen its capacity to perform its mission effectively
and in turn demand high standards of performance from it.

CONCLUSION

The protection of the rights of West Africa's children is the most important responsibility of the
people of West Africa and should be the over-riding preoccupation of their governance
institutions. Institutional arrangements of governance and their policy and program outputs have
for 40 years failed to successfully address the plight of children and improve the quality of life of
African peoples in appreciably substantive ways. Clearly, current governance orthodoxies should
not suffice. West African governments and peoples should therefore be prepared to mobilize
their creative resources and artisanship to fashion the type of institutional arrangements that best
suit their needs and do $o in a manner that recognizes and preserves aspects of their institutional
heritage that are helpful and build upon them. Good governance requires a judicious mix of the
tried and tested, and the new and innovative. Attaining these is not possible without collaboration
of government and civil society and the support of the sub-region and the larger interational
community.

West African governments must accept the fact that a growing and empowered civil society will
henceforth be a major player in national processes. Civil society organizations must also accept
that as repositories of state power, government's leadership role is critical for creating and
sustaining a conducive environment for enduring peace and development, among others.
Demonstration of responsible leadership by leaders of government and leaders of civil society is
a national imperative. Unless leaders develop a leadership culture characterized by a shared
vision and willingness to strive together to pursuc a common national agenda, they would have
forfeited the right to expect international support.

ECOWAS as a sub-regional organization has the responsibility to provide a *higher order of
coordination and resource mobilization, set and police standards and ensure linkages with the
region and larger intermational community; this too, requires a mix of orthodoxics and
innovations including the healthy involvement of non-governmental actors at the sub-regional
level. The international community needs to engage Africa more specifically on a well
considered African agenda and be supportive of its implementation. At all levels of governance,
there cannot be a more important item on the African agenda than the promotion and protection
of the rights of Africa's children.
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BRIEF REMARKS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS. HON. JAMES VICTOR GBEHO

AT THE CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED
CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

Friday, 28 April, 2000

Your Excellencics ECOWAS Ministers,
Your Excellency the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with a deep sense of optimism that ] make these few remarks as we bringtoa
close our two-day deliberations that focussed on the question of war-affected children in our
sub-region. 1 am optimistic because of the high level of commitment we have demonstrated
in this brief period to ensure that henceforth, the children and youth of our sub-region will be
cnabled to live in peace without fear, free from the trauma and other emotional scars of war.

We have outlined this commitment in the Declaration which we have just adopted.
We have also tried to ensure that this commitment is translated into concrete action by
adopting a Plan of Action which addresses the various aspects of the problem of war-affected
children and we have even gone further by proposing measures which seek to prevent conflict
in the first place.

What remains now is the implementation in our individual countries and societies of
the various agreed measures so that the documents we have adopted do not become empty
papers adoming the shelves of our offices. This is the least we can do to prevent a recurrence
of the tragedics we have experienced in recent years, and to guarantee that the children and
youth, who are the future leaders of our sub-region are enabled and empowered to grow up as
responsible adults capable of advancing the programmes we have began, so that the sacrifices
made over the years bring fruitful results.

At this juncture, therefore, | wish to appeal to each leader of delegation here, to make
it a personal duty to ensure effective implcmentation and follow-up of the decisions we have
taken and the goals we have set for ourselves. 1 trust that ECOWAS will be better positioned
to co-ordinate our activities for enhanced results.

It is my expectation that at the ECOWAS Summit in Abuja next month, our Heads of
State hopefully, will make a formal undertaking to ensure the full implementation of the
documents we have adopted. However, I urge you, even as you prepare to depart, to engage
your minds on how to sustain the momentum reached and create the environment conducive
to the implementation of the Plan of Action.
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But more than that, I also wish to stress the need for each one of us to carry to our
countries and societies the good message of the need to work together to create an
atmosphere that makes conflicts unnecessary. The burden of creating this atmosphcre lies on
us as Governments. As Governments, we need to provide responsible leadership, through,
among others, good governance and the equitable distribution of the wealth of our societies
with a view to removing the underlying causes of conflicts.

Good governance and responsible leadership includes collaboration with all members
of society in the pursuit of our goals. It is in this regard that we welcome the valuable
contribution of civil society, the media, the youth and the international community to our
effort to deal with the problem at hand. We encourage them as they contribute to our
collective effort, to create a better world for the children in our sub-region and urge them to
co-ordinate their efforts for an effective contribution to this noble objective.

I cannot end my remarks without extending our appreciation to all of you who have
participated in this Confercnce. Therefore, on behalf of His Excellency the President and the
Government of Ghana, and on my own behalf, I wish to extend profound gratitude to my
friend and Co-Chairman, Minister Lloyd Axworthy of Canada and to my distinguished
Colleague Ministers and other high officials of ECOWAS Governments, to the
represcntatives of the donor community and international organizations represented here, to
the representatives of civil society, the media and youth and all others who have tirelessly
worked in the last few days to bring our deliberations to a successful end.

The support of the Government of Canada - which has proved to be a true friend of
this sub-region - as well as other donor countries in our collective effort to transform our sub-
region into a region of peace, prosperity and justice, devoid of wars and suffering, has been
crucial to our success. In this connection I wish to say a special thank you to the Government
of Canada whose vision and support for the peacemaking effort of our sub-region has
galvanized our commitment to action.

We look forward to further co-operation with all representatives here and wish you all
a safe journey back home.

I thank you.
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NOTES FOR AN ADDRESS BY
THE HONOURABLE LLOYD AXWORTHY., MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE
CONFERENCE ON WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA

Accra, Ghana
April 28, 2000

This has been a landmark conference. It proves that when people come together and
work toward defined goals, much can be accomplished.

This conference was bom from our partnership with Ghana and your commitment to
security in the sub-region. Together we had one overarching goal: to put an end to the
suffering that war has brought to the children of West Africa.

Let me take a moment to pay tribute,
West Africa has been a leader and model for all of us.

You did not wait to take action when you saw acute suffering in Liberia and Sierra
Leone. ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African Statcs Monitoring Group] has
taken great risks to make the sub-region safe. Your commitment to peace and security has
been great and deserves support.

During the past two days, we have discussed a wide range of issues and adopted a
holistic agenda — one that deals with the root causes of conflict and one that will help us
better understand and prevent the future exploitation and suffering of children.

You have put forward some very concrete recommendations, recommendations that
Canada will help where it can to implement.

. First and foremost, Canada will support the call for the immediate release of all
children abducted and held against their will by armed groups.

. Canada supports establishing programs to rchabilitate and reintegrate thesc children. It
is important that in doing so local traditions and values are employed. This will not
only heal wounds and close breaches, but will also help to unite societies and prevent
a repeat of the violence of the past.

. Incorporating child rights and protection of civilians in military training programs will
also have a positive impact.

. Prevention is kcy. lmplementing early warning and response systems will
undoubtedly help protect all members of society, especially the most vuincrable.
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. Agreement to have an annual “West African Week of Truce for War-Affected
Children™ so that humanitarian assistance can be moved in and children’s
immunization programs can be conducted is vital. This week should also serve
another important function: registering births. All those who have not been registered
should be, for two reasons. First, this gives individual children identities and access to
rights and services. Second, it serves a useful data collection function, whereby we
can finally begin to know the numbers and extent of the impact of conflict on West
African children.

. [ also believe that we cannot talk about protecting the rights of children without
including young people in the discussion. I am encouraged that you have decided to
ensure that young peoplc are included as participants and advocates, and that
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African States] will develop a children-to-
children network within West Africa.

Here in Accra, the 21 West African youth delegates held their own conference.
Yesterday, Foreign Minister Gbeho and [ participated in the first-ever live Intemet broadcast
between Africa and Canada with them. Conducted by the Canadian non-governmental
organization [NGO] “War Child,” it linked students in schools across Canada with these war-
affected children.

The calibre of the dialogue among these young people was inspiring. They inherently
understand the problems — they live with them daily.

I believe that if we gave them the power and resources, they could sit in this room and
within hours resolve the problems. The warlords of this world would not stand a chance
against the power of their energy and ideas.

To enact this agenda, however, more than declarations and speeches are needed,
leadership and accountability are necessary.

Without strong leadership that is answerable to the public will, children will remain
vulnerable.

Our challenge now is to ensure that what has been adopted in the Declaration and Plan
of Action indced becomes that: action.

Canada is committed to immediate and longer-term follow-up of this Plan of Action.
In the short term, Canada will commit to funding the following:
. an ECOWAS mechanism for child protection: Canada will help fund an assessment of

existing capacity and a needs assessment for a child protection unit within ECOWAS,
identifying areas for donor involvement in the region ($300 000);
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. a sub-regional initiative for military training in child rights and protection: Save the
Children Sweden, with Canadian financial support, will be training instructors in
national armed forces on a country-by-country basis within West Africa ($52 000);

. youth engagement: on the ground, we will help Talking Drum Studios, an NGO with
a great deal of experience in Liberia, to launch a radio training and capacity-building
media project with young people and adults in Sierra Leone ($100 000).

At the political level, ] will ensure that Canada takes elements of this agenda to the
Security Council, the G-8, and the Human Security Network.

Canada will continue to convene meetings with the international community to
discuss follow-up and implementation, both locally and in capitals.

It is my hope that this conference has set a standard for future conferences on war-
affected children.

As many of you know, Canada will be hosting an international conference on war-
affected children in September. It will feed recommendations made here and in Canada to the
Special Session on Children in 2001.

We must all collaborate to carry this agenda forward, so that we do not fail the

children of West Africa again. We must restore a sense of hope to them and their families and
ensure that each of them has a long, productive and secure life.

Thank you.






THE FOLLY OF MANKIND

On one side, weapons they call "offensive",
On the other, weapons they call "defensive”;
Between the two, deterrence!

On one side, Passion they call blind;

On the other, Reason they call genuine;
Between the two, mediation'

Tension mounts...

The straw that breaks the camel’s back...
Suddenly...FIRE!!!

Innocent or not...a Massacre...
Indiscriminate Genocide!

Those who survive,

Mourn the loss of those who are gone:
Mothers mourn their children...
Children mourn their Fathers...
Fathers mourn their Wives...

Tides of blood...

Drown floods of tears.

Horror, wretchedness,

Misery and Crime go hand in hand,

All for the infamous Good of the People...

Or in the name of "God" or a People!

You be the judge:

In the name of what God do men kill one another?
Oh...Ethno-tribalism!...Carnage in the name of what ideal?

Thus are Wars begun...

Thus does Violence reign...

Thus does evolve... THE FOLLY OF MANKIND...Enough is enough...
THE FOLLY OF MANKIND...Enough is enough...

THE FOLLY OF MANKIND...Enough is enough...

ALPHONSE SEDOLO GBAGUIDI
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A GLOBAL EFFORT

The Conterence on War-Affected Children in West Africa assembled government
delegations, civil society representatives, and academics in Accra from 27-28 April. This
cross section of interested groups set out a series of practical, concrete actions to protect and
rehabilitate war-atfected children.

Shortly after the delegates packed their bags and left the peace and secunty of Accra,
the tenuous peace in Sierra Leone was shattered. The state descended once again into chaos.
How then can the resolutions and commitments made in Accra be put to work immediately to
protect children in Sierra Leone? Time is running out. In Sierra Leone, children are once
again being recruited into rebel forces. Their childhood is being stripped from them.

West African leaders must demonstrate leadership. They must stand up and declare
that violence and civil war are no longer acceptable in West Africa. The declarations and
protocols, conventions and treaties must be implemented. Strong, decisive action must be
taken to correct the injustice of innocent civilians, including women and children, being
affected by war.

ECOWAS leaders recently endorsed the Accra Declaration and Plan of Action, at the
25" Anniversary summit of ECOWAS held in Abuja. After 25 years of operation, ECOWAS
could do no better than to move swiftly and decisively in Sierra Leone and halt the slaughter
of civilians.

ECOWAS Heads of State should take steps immediately to implement the week of
truce recommended in the Accra Plan of Action. With concerted international pressure, the
week of trucc will become a reality. If the war must go on, let it go on without the
involvement of children. We must also move forward, as decided in Accra, to set up an
ECOWAS desk for children’s issues. Every day that we delay, more children are recruited in
rebel forces. '

In September, Canada will host an International Conference on War-Affected
Children. This will be a chance to measure what has been accomplished since the Accra
Conference, and to continue building momentum for child protection. No single government,
or NGO, or international group can resolve this problem alone. A committed stance by
ECOWAS, howcever, would set an example for other regional organisations to follow in what
should become a truly global effort.
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Gamel Abdul Nasser / Liberia Roads,
Accra

Tel: (233-21) 665511 /(233-24) 319679
Fax: (233-21) 665578
unicardr@ghana.com

Ms. Jeannettc Wijnants

UNICEF

Ring Road East

Box 5051, Accra-North

Tel: (233-21) 772524/776353/773284

Fax: (233-21) 773147

Jeannette_Wijnants_at _PO228A0!@smtplink.unic
eforg

M. Bruno Lefevre, Country Representative
Mr. Dan Dzide, Press & Information Officer
UNESCO

9 Kwabena Anjefe Street

Achimota Forest Residential Area

P.0. Box CT4949 Cantonments



Dzorwuly, Accra, Ghana
Tel: (233-21) 765497
Fax: (233-21) 765498

B Lefevre@unesco.org
D.Dzide@unesco.org

Lieutenant General Amold Quainoo
Executive Director

Centre for Conflict Resolution
Office at Flagstatf House

Box 33, Legon - Accra,

Tel: (233-21) 7730449 /761744
Fax: (233-21) 761744
cencor@africaonline.com.gh

Colonel Festus Aboagye
Ministry of Defence
Burma Camp

Accra

Tel: (233-21) 773005
Fax: (233-21) 760304

Mr. Kabral Blay-Amiherc

West Africa Journalists Association
Ghana International Press Centre
Kokomlemle, Accra

Tel: (233-21) 234692

Fax: (233-21) 234694
gh@ncs.com.gh

Mr. Sam Doe

West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP)
Ampomah House, 3 Floor

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 221318

Fax:(233-21) 221-1735

The Honorable Gladys Boateng , Acting President
Mr. Nii Adjei Larbie

Dr. S. B. Arthur

Ghana Fellowship of Former Members of
Parliameat (GAFFOMP)

Office of Parliament, Accrs,

Tel: (233-21) 668359 / 667634

Fax: (233-21) 30-28-24

Atamanna@Ghana.com

Mr. Paul Adjei

Ghana Youth Development Chamber
PO Box 10408

Accra-North

Tel: (233-21) 661 372

Fax: (233-21) 661372
GYDC@Ghana.com

Mr. Omar Abdi
UNICEF

Ring Road East

Box 5051, Accra-North

Tel: (233-21) 772524/776353/773284
Fax: (233-21) 773147
oabdi@unicef.org

Mr. John Carmichael, Director of Operations West
Africa

Prince George Annan, Ghana Co-ordinator

WAR Child

1 Agostino Neto Road, Airport Residential Area
Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 777535

Fax: (233-21) 764510

Mr. Greg Ramm, Programme Director
Save the Children Fund

Dadwen House, 18 Senchi Street

P O. Box C976

Cantonments, Accra

Tel: (233-21) 772600401

Fax: (233-21) 772148
scfghana@africaonline.com.gh

Mr. Samuel Kweku-Clement,

Nauoenal Youth Co-ordinator,

Ghana Red Cross Society

Ministries Annex Blk. A3

Off Libena Road Extcnsion near Rivicra Beach
Hotel

Tel: (233-21) 661491

Fax: (233-21) 661491

gres@gh.com

Dr. Margaret K. Y. Agama

Centre for Conflict Resolution

Flagstaff House

Box 33, Legon

Accra

Tel. (233-21) 773049 / 761740 / 027-597-767
Fax.(233-21) 761744

Megsam@ghana.com

Margaret Sackey, Ag. Executive Secretary
Alberta Quartey, Chairman

Stelia Etse, Project Officer

Ghana National Commission on Children
P.O. Box M273

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 233 21 773 864

Fax: (233-21) 233 21 225 297
CHILDREN@ncs.com.gh

Mr. Jashua S. Yoko
LIRGA, Ghana



Mr. Sanatu Mantogna -
Field Director
Christian Children’s Fund of Canada - Ghana

Col. EX. Danso
Ministry of Defence
Government of Ghana

Lt-Col. EK.T. Donkoh (Rtd.)
Ministry of Defence
Govemment of Ghana

Maj. S. P. Ebomyi
Ghana Armed Forces
Government of Ghana

Mr. G. K. Mburathi
Food and Agriculture Organization
Accra, Ghana

Brig. D. C. K. Kattah
Ministry of Defence
Government of Ghana

Mrs. Cynthia Asare Bediako
Ministry of Emoployment and Social Welfare
Government of Ghana

Mr. Paul Ares
World Food Programme
Accra, Ghana

Mrs. Eva Hodell
World Food Programme
Accra, Ghana

Col. Kofi Yeguo
Ministry of Defence
Government of Ghana

Mrs. Margaret Kutsoati
Ministry of Employment and Social Weifare
Govermnment of Ghana

Lt-Col C, A. Banpoe
Ministry of Defence
Government of Ghana

Mr. E. S. Aidoo

Ghana Red Cross Society
Ministries Annex Blk. A3
P.O. Box 835

Off Libena Road Extension near Riviera Beach

Hotel

Tel: (233-21) 662298; Fax: (233-21)
667226/223117

gres@gh.com

Dr. Asuako-Ntomo Atakora
Office of the President

The Castle

Accra, Ghana

Mr. Abdulai Suleimana
National Union of Ghanainan Studenpts
Accra, Ghana

Mr. Chris Bopuedie
World Vision Ghana
PMB Accra-North

Tel: 226643

Fax: 232620
chris_bonuedie@wvi.org

Prince Jusu Nallo

Coopcrant Program Assistant
CUSQ Ghana

Box 9070

Airport, Accra

Tel. (233-21) 776 087

Fax: (233-21) 772-948
Prince. Nallo@cuso.org.gh

Mr. Amadou Bocoum

PLAN Intemational Sierra Leone

c/o Mr. David Muthungu, Country Director
Plan International Ghana

Anchor House, 1* Floor

I.a Road, OSU, R.E.

Accra,Ghana

Mr. David Muthungu, Country Director
Plan Intemational Ghana

Anchor House, 1 Floor

LaRoad, OSU, R.E.

Accra,Ghana

GUINEA

M. Sekou Diakite, President
Sabou Guinee, comtact via:
Terre des Hommes

Tel: (224) 46-14-30/46-59-25
tdh-guince@mirinet.net.gn

Mr. Jean-Luc {mmhof

Terre des Hommes

B.P. 1603

Conakry, Guines

Tel: (224) 46-14-30.46-59-25
tdh-guinee{@minnct.net. gn



LIBERIA

Mulbah Johnson, Executive Director

Don Bosco Rehabilitation and Skills Training
Program

Monrovia, Liberia

Tel: (231) 227831

Fax: (231) 226165

mulbah@liberia.net

Togba-Nah Tipoteh, Executive Director
Susukuu

Broad Strect

PO Box 10-1517

1000 Monrovia 10

Liberia

Tel: (231) 225955/226944

Fax: (231) 226066

Mrs. Jane Gibreel, Liberia Programme Director
Mr. William Kollie

Save the Children, U.K.

Mamba Point, P.O. Box 7068

Monrovia, Liberia

Tel: (231) 226538

Fax: (23) 226539

Sat. Tel: 871-761-916-448
scfliberia@libper.nct

scfliberia@aol.com

Rosana D. Schaack, Project Coordinator
Calvary Chapel Liberia (CCL)

P.O.Box 4213

1000 Mourovia 10

Liberia .

Tel: (231) 226612

Fax: (231) 226136

Mr, Mack Mulbah

Christian Health Association of Liberia
P.0O. Box 10-9056

1000 Monrovia, Liberia

Fax/Tel: (231) 226187

Mr. William Saa

Trauma Healing and Reconciliation Program
Lutheran World Federation

P.O. Box 10-1046

1000 Monrovia 10

Liberia

Tel: (231) 227354

Fax: (231) 226262
lwiliberia@compuserve.com

Mr. R. Bulu Martin
Talking Drum Swdio
Common Ground Productions

St. Toseph Construction Complex
P.0O. Box 6297

Monrovia, Liberta

Tel: (231) 226440

Fax: (231) 227912
TalkingDrumStudio@yahoo.com

Derde A. Weeks, Executive Director
Children’s Assistance Program (CAP)
P.O. Box 980

1000 Monrovia 10, Liberia

Tel: (231) 226652

Fax: (231) 226136

Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda
UNICEF Liberia

Q. Anthony Hubbard

Acting Deputy Minister, Bureau of Social Welfare
Govemnment of Liberia

Monrovia, Liberia

MALI

Dr. Mariam Maiga

Lc¢ Mouvement National des Femmes pour la
sauvegarde de la Paix et de I'Unite National
Mali

Tel: (223) 223320

Fax: (223) 224244
mdm7(@datatech.toolnet.org

NIGER

Mrs. Balkissa Ayee

AMIN Niger

BP 11117 Niamey/Niger
Tel: (227) 752168 / 784006
Fax: (227) 741013 / 740888
ou

B.P. 559 Niamey/Niger
Tel: (227) 734579

Fax: (227) 733855

NIGERIA

Profcssor Peter Ebigbo

African Network for the Prevention and Protection
against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN)

19 Lumumba Strect

‘New Haven, Enugu

Nigeria

Tel: (234) 042-257923/ 255146

Fax: (234) 042-257523



Dr. Yuwanna Jenny Mivanyi

Centre for Children and Women Intervention
Programmes in Africa

No. K8 Emire Close,

Off Emir Road, Rimi Drive

P.O. Box 3310

Yakuba Gowon Way

Kaduna, Nigeria

Fax: (234) 62-242290
Talafon@Skannent.com.ng

Mr. Emmanuel Adebayo Olowo-Ake
International Committee of the Red Cross
Regional Delegation, Lagos

P.0. Box 54381

Lagos, Nigena

Tel: (234-01) 2691881/685584/684546/684689
Fax: (234-01) 2692425

Maj-Gen (Rtd) Ishola Williams

Africa Strategic & Peacc Research Group
302 Tju Water works Road, lju-Ishaga, Agege
Lagos, Nigeria

Tel: (234-1) 921133

Fax: (324-4) 924430

Miss Uche Okafor

Co-ordinator

Youth Voluntary Association for AIDS Control
¢/o The Co-ordinator

Public Relations Unit

Fed, Min. Of Women Affairs and Youth
Development

Fed. Sec.

Abuja, NIGERIA

Mr. Clement Nwankwo

Constitutional Rights Project

5 Abiona Close, oft Falolu Road

P.O. Box 4447, Surulere, Lagos, Nigeria
Tel: (234-1) 58484898

Fax: (234-1) 5848571
Crplagos@crp.org.ng

Mr. Gerald Clark

Assistant Representative
UNICEF/Kaduna

53 Yakuba Ave.

P.O. Box 581

Kaduna, Nigeria

Tel: (234) 062-234243 / 062-236346
Fax: (234) 062-234694
gelark@unicef. org

SENEGAL

M. Moussa Sow
Directeur

Avenir de I'enfant
Quartier Medina

B.P. 261

Rufisque, Sencgal

Tel: (221) 8361308

Cel: (221) 6332396
msowade{@hotmail.com

M. Serigne Mor Mbaye

Centre de guidance Infantile et familiale
Villa no. 7237 - Sicap Mermoz

B.P. 16198

Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (221) 8244917

Mr. Name Ngone Mbodj

Centre de guidance Infantile et familiale
Villa no. 7237 - Sicap Mermoz

B.P. 16198

Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (221) 8244917

Mme Marietou Faye
Coordinatrice nationale
Handicap international
Rue 6-Villa no. 224
Bopp, Dakar, Senegal
Tel: (221) 8253567

Dcfense de I’Enfant International
M. Ibrahim Diouf

Sicap Liberte no. 500~

BP 3422 Dakar - Rp

Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (221) 6308755

M. Ibrahima Tounkara, Vice President

President de I’Organisation nationale des droits de

I’homme

B.P. 22937 Dakar
Senegal

Tel: (221) 8232800

Fax: (221) 8236087
ondhnat@telecomplus.sn

SIERRA LEONE

Father Joseph Berton

Family Home Movecment

167 Circular Road

P.O. Box 1335Freetown, Sierra I.cone
Tel: (232) 22222194



Father Theophilas Momoh

Children Associated with War (CAW)
Catholic Mission

2R Kingtom Bridge

Freetown, Sierra Leone.

Tel: (232) 22241106
cawsierralcone@hotmail.com

Mr. Francis Kai Kai

Commissioner

" National Commission on Disarmament
Demobilization and Reintegration
Freetown, Sierra Leone

Tel: (232) 222884 /229222

Fax:(232) 228368

ncddr@sierratel.s!
fkaikai@hotmail com

Ms. Bituin Gonzales, UN Chiid Protection Advisor
in Sierra Leone

UNAMSIL

P.O. Box #5, 116 Pademba Road

Frectown, Sierra Leone

Tel: (232) 22-273183/184/185

Fax: (232) 22-227612/1-212-963-9586
gonzalesb{@un.org

bgonzales@unicef.org

Mrs. Elizabeth Yavanna
Christian Brothers
Catholic Mission

Bo, Sietra Leone

Ibrahim Sesay

Caritas Makeni
Catholic Mission

Box 1335

Freetown, Sieira Leone

Mrs. Abator Thomas

Forum for African Women Educationalists
83A Fort Strect

PMB 273

Freetown, Sierra Leone

West Africa

Tel: (232) 22-227076/(232) 22-225844
Fax:(232) 22-227763

fawe-si@siemratel.sl

Community Animation Development Organization
(CADQ)

Solomon Alex Kargbo

1 Ross Road, Clinetown

Freetown, Sicrra Leone

Tel: (232) 22-226148

Fax: (232) 22-226163

cado@sierratel sl

Network Movement for Justice and Development
Mr. Abu A. Brima

18 Walcrioo Street

P.M.B. 798

Freetown, Sicrra Leone

Tel: (232) 22-229937/22-223378

Fax: (232) 22-225486

nmjd@sierratel.sl

abrima@sierratel.si

Mrs. Monique Nagelkerke

Ms. Karen Elise Matheson

Save the Children, UK

18 N'doeta Drive

Cockle Bay off Aberdeen Ferry Rd.
Frectown, Sierra Leone

Tel: (232) 22-272190/273059

Sat. Tel: 871-762-014-027
scffrectown@sierratel.sl

Mr. Prince Cotay, Country Director
Cause Canada

122 Pademba Road

P.M. Bag 2003

Freetown, Sierra Leone

Tel: (232) 22-229270
causesl@sierratel.sl

TOGO

Mr. Cyrille Dadjie

WAO Afrique

45 Rue du Scminairc

B.P. 80242

Lome, Togo

Tel: (228) 218043 /214113
Fax: (228) 217345
waoafrique@hotmail.com

Mr. [vor Richard Fung

Mr. Herbert Boh

Mr. Napaoleon Abdulai

Centre Regionale des Nations Unies pour la Paix et
le Desarmement en Afrique
B.P. 2705 Lome

Tel: (228) 255567

Fax; (228) 254315
lomecentre@un.tgh
boh@hatmail com
napolconabdulai@hotmail.com



CANADA

Mr. Qwens Wiwa

Physicians for Human Rights
300 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M3S 1W3

Mr. Frank O Dea
Landmines Foundation
110 Clarence St. Unit #1
Ottawa ON

Canada K1N 5P6

Tel: (1-613) 562-3334
Fax: (1-613) 562-982]

Ms. Carla Potts
Y outh Ambassador
Mines Action Canada

Dr. Sam Nutt

Executive Director
WAR Child Canada

110 Clarence St Unit #1
Ottawa ON

Canada KIN 5P6

Tel: (1-613) 562-3334
Fax: (1-613) 562-9821

Mr. Alan Pearson

International Children's Institute
P.O. Box 218, 1217 Greene Avenue
Montreal, Quebce

Tel: (1-514) 695-6757

Fax: (1-514) 874-0366
apearson@netcom.ca

Mr. Paul A. Carrick, Executive Director
CAUSE Canada

Christian Aid for Under-Assisted Societics
Everywherc

P.O.Box 8100

Canmore, Alberta TIW 279

Tel: (1-403) 678-3332

Fax: (1-403) 678-8869
causecan@telusplanet net

USA

Ms. Duni Jones

Self-Help Initiative

428 Legato Terrace

Silver Spring, MD

USA 2091

Tel/Fax: (1-301) 681-6815
sehi@erols.com

Leila Gupta Zimmerman
Rapid Education for War-Affected Children
4120 Edander Drive
Orlando, Florida
32812, USA

"el: (1-407) 249-5527
charmainecharles@hotmail.com

Mr., William Pace

Coalition for the International Criminal Court
777 UN Plaza

New York, NY

10017 USA

Tel: (1-212) 687-2176

Fax: (1-212) 599-1332

cicc@iccnow.org

Www.iccnow.org

Ms. Theo Sowa

Department of Evaluation, Policy and Planning
UNICEF

Rm 23-76, 633 3¥ Avenue

New York, NY 10017

theosowa@aol.com

Ms. Funmi Olonisakin
Office of the Special Representative of the

Secretary-General for Children and Anmed Conflict

Room 1361

UN Secretariat

New York

NY 10017

Tel: (1-212) 953-3178
Fax: (1-212) 963-0807

EUROPE

Mr. Nana Busia, International Alert - Gambia
1 Glyn Strect, Vauxhall

London SE115HL
nbusia@international-alcrt.org

Tel: (44) 171-793-3383

Fax: (44) 171-793-7975

Ms. Sylvia Ladame

International Committee of the Red Cross
19- avenue de la Paix

§202 Geneva

Suisse

Fax: (41) 22 733-2057
icre.gva@gwn.icre org



Mrs. Erin Mooney

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights and the Representative of the
Secretary-General on Internally Displaced Persons
8-14 Avenue de la Paix

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel: (41) 22-917-9280

Fax: (41) 22-917-9006

emooncy.hchr@unog.ch

Ms. Heddy Astrup
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Oslo, Norway

AFRICA

Mrs. Eunice Mucache, Secretary-General
Mozambique Red Cross

Mr. Bjorn IHagan

Save the Children Norway
P.O. Box 12018

Kampala, Uganda

Tel: (47) 2205-4000

Fax: (47) 2205-4040
bjorn.hagan(@reddbarna. ug
bjombhagan@yahoo.com

Mr. Mark Malan

Institute for Security Studies

Bronkhorst Strecn, Block C, Brooklyn Court
New Muckleneuk, Pretoria

South Africa

Tel: (2712) 346-9500

Fax: (2712)460-998

mm(@iss.co.za

Mr. Raffael Vonovier

Institute for Security Studies

Bronkhorst Streen, Block C, Brooklyn Court
New Mucklencuk, Pretotia

South Africa

Tel: (2712) 3469500

Fax: {(2712) 460998

mm(@iss.co.za



YOUTH
BENIN
Mahoussic Aude Amoussou
B.P. 30
Porto-Novo
Benin

Tel: (229) 212878

Contact person UNICEF Benin
Marie Theresc Goncalves

Tel: (229) 300266/303775
mgoncalves@unicef.org

COTE D’IVOIRE

Aida Coulibaly
Drissa Akou Kouadio

Third Vice President of the Children’s Parliament.

Contact person UNICEF Cote d'Ivoire
Felix Ackebo

Tel: (225) 213131/208100
fackebo@unicef.org

THE GAMBIA

Jalamang Camara

Chairperson: National Assaciation of Youth and
Children Qrganizations '
President: UNESCO clubs

6 Kairaba Avenue

P.O.Box 110

Banjul, The Gambia

Tel: (220) 375036

Fax: (220) 375932

cjala@hotmail.com

Contact person UNICEF Gambia
Yandeh Njic

Tel: (220) 228990/226652
njie@unicef.org

GHANA

Fidelia Adomako-Mensah -
P.0O. Box Col 1048

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233) 21 200635
delikwat@yahoo.com

Thomas Kofi Pang

Reg. Deputy Sccretary, Ghana United Nations
Students and Youth Association (GUNSA)
CloNYC

P.O. Box 1010

Tamale

Ghana

Tel: (233) 7122826

Trokon Reeves - Liberia/Ghana
Buduburam Refugee Camp
Clo NM.P.

P.O. Box 46

State House

Accra, Ghana

Amara Turay -Sierra Leone/Ghana
C/o Children in Need Ghana

P.O. Box MS 383

Milc Seven, New Achimota

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 404545
childreninneed@idngh.com

Contact person UNICEF Ghana
Jeannette Wijnants

Tel: (233-21) 772524/773583
jwijnants@umicef.org

GUINEA/Sierra Leone

Achmed Charlie
Youth Animator
A.B.C. Development
B.P. 5526

Conakry, Guinea
Tel: (224) 455749
Fax: (2240 455650

Maseray Swarray
Camp Forecaria
Youth Animator
Address as Charlie

(Correspond in English as they are Sierra Leonean
refugees)

Contact person UNICEF Guinea
[brahima Sory Yansane

Tel: (224) 228746/228747
ysyansanc@unicef.org

LIBERIA

Jimmy N.C. Bokay
P.O. Box 3676



(Location: 10™ Strect at Payne Avenue)
Monrovia , L.iberia

Tel: (231) 226959

cexe94@aol.com

T. Chi-Chi Kamgar

Jahzjet Children Outreach Mission School System
E.L.W.A. Paynesvill

Monrovia,

Liberia

Nyemade Secret Cummings
College of West Africa
Ashmun St.

Monrovia, Liberia

Tel: (201) 22 1746

Jimda Korkoyah

Contact person UNICEF Liberia
Elizabeth Hughes

Tel: (231) 226137/226140
ehughes@unicef.org

MALI

Mariam Diallo
mdiallo24@hotmail.com

Contact person UNICEF Mali:
Joane Doucet

‘el: (223) 2044017208071
jdoucet@unicef.org

NIGERIA

Hannatu Hliya

President Child Rights Club, Kaduna Government
Girls’Sceondary School

C/o Mrs. Yalwa lliya

Media Service Ccentre

Independence Way

P.O. Box 200

Kadung, Nigeria

msc@kaduna.rel.nig.com

Alivu Yero
Child Rights Club President, Capital School,
Kaduna

Contact person UNICEF Kaduna
Gerald Clark

Tel: (234) 62 236346
gclark@unicef.org

SENEGAL

Sarani Diatta

S/c de son pére Seydou Diedhion
Embauch¢ 4 1a Somacos de Zinguinchor
B.P. 27

Zinguinchor, Senegal

Tel: (221) 99 13357

Contact person UNICEF Senepal:
Mamadou Wane

Tel: (221) 8 235080
mwane@unicef.org

SIERRA LEONE

Abass G. Bundu

C/o Save the Children

Moque Cockery Bay / Aberdeen
Freetown

Sietra Leone

Tel: (232) 272190

Margaret Mattia

S. Passonage Strect (Upper Passonage Strect)
Kissy, Freetown

Sierra Leone

Contact person UNICEF Sicrra Leone
Marie Manych

Tel: (232) 226825/241422

mmanyeh@unicef org

TOGO

Ozou Komlawvi

Sic WAQ- Afrique
B.P. 80242

Lomé

Togo

Tel: (228) 21 8043

Contact person UNICEF Togo
Veronique de Granges

Tel: (228) 217552/215390
vdgranges@unicef.org



JOURNALISTS
Oumarou Abiatou
Le Progres
05 BP 708

Cotonou - Benin
Tel: (229) 325273

Ahmed Newton Barry

Association des Journalistes du Burkina Baso

09 B.P. 526

Ouagadougou, Burkina-Faso
Tel: (226) 371222
safibar@fasonet.bf

Josette Barry
Fraternite Matin

01 BP 1807

Abidjan 01

Cote d’Ivoire

Tel: (225) 2037066
Fax: (225) 203-72545

Frankie Asare-Donkoh
Ghana Journalist Association
PO Box 18106

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 234692

Fax: (233-21) 234654
gia@gh.com

Segbefia Akorfa

The Accra Mail

PO Box CT 4910

Cantonments, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 771686 / (233-27) 560948
acemail@afnicaoniine.com.gh

George Agat Matey-Teye
Radio Ada

PO Box 33

Big Ada, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 500032
radicada@ghana.com

Kwesi Ghartey-Tagoe
Radio Peace

PO Box 238, Winneba

or PO Box 737, Dansoman
Accra, Ghana
Tel:(233-21) 303447

Gayheart Edem Mensah
New Times Corporation
PO Box 2638

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 228282

Fax: (233-21) 244654
newtimes@ghana.com

Yaa Oforiwaa Acquah
Ghana News Agency
PO Box 2118

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 669841
ghnews@ghana.com

Osei Boakye

TV-3

PO Box M-83
Kanda-Accra

Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 763482-3
Fax: (233-21) 763483

Stan Doghe

Joy FM

PO Box GP 17202

Accra-Ghana

Tel/Fax: (233-21) 248933/224405
stanicl @usa.net

Patrice Amegashie

Network Broadcasting Company Lid., (Radio

Gold)

PO Box GP 17298

Ghana

Tel/Fax: (233-21) 300281/311977/300284
radiogold@africaonline.com.gh

Napoleon Ato Kittoc
Ghana Broadcasting Corporation
PO Box 1633
Accra-Ghana
‘el/Fax: (233-21) 229387/221159/221149

Rebecea Ekpe

GBC Radio Newsroom

PO Box 1633

Accra-Ghana

Tel/Fax: (233-21) 223012221165
rekpe@usa.net

Margaret Safo

Graphic Comununication Group Limited
PO Box 742

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 234754
graphic@ncs.com.gh

Nuna Senaya
Public Agenda
PO Box 5564
Accra, Ghana



TelFax :(233-21) 238820-1/231688
pagenda@ghana.com

Augustina Aforo-Ycboah

New Times Corporation

PO Box 2638

Accra-Ghana

Tel/Fax: (233-21) 228282/223285- 220733

Tony Agbenyo

High Street Joumnal
Samlotte House

The Loom

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 7239837

Rosemary Adayfio

Graphic Communications Group Ltd
PO Box 742

Accra-Ghana

Tel/Fax : (233-21) 228177
graphic@ncs.com.gh

Awg Dovi Efam

Ghana Review Intemational

PO Box 14307 Accera or PO Box 19189 Accra-
North

Ghana

Tel/Fax (233-21) 234056/237970
Gri@ghana.com

awodovi@yahoo.com

Harruna A. Sadiq

Ghanaian Danish Communities Program
(fricndship Radio Project)

GDC, Box 764

Tamale, Ghana

Tel/Fax:(233- 071) 23414, 23242/22776
gdep@africaonline.com.gh

Prosper Dore

Groupe de prese le Lynx-LaLance
BP 4968 Conakry

Guinea ,

Tel/Fax: (224) 412385/452696
Le-lynx@mirinet.nct.gn

Douno Georges Kantaba

Radio Television Guineenne
B.P. 391, Guinca

Tel/Fax (224)- 451933/4411412

Angela Agoawike

The Post Express on Sunday

7, Warchouse Road P.M.B. 1186
Apapa, Lagos, Nigeria

Tel/Fax (234-)1 5453351-2/5453436

Ulanma@hotmail.com

Babara B. Koffa

Talking Drum Studio

PO Box 6297

Monrovia-Liberia

Tel: (231) 22-64-40

Fax: (231) 22-79-12
TalkingDrumStudio@yahoo.com

Suah Deddeh

Press Union of Liberia

Bemon Street, Monrovia
Liberia

Tel/Fax: (231) 227105/227838

Aboubacar Mahamadou

Le "Sahel"

BP 13182 Niamey

Niger

Tel/Fax: (227) 733486-7/733090
ONEP@intnet.ne

Ojo Edetaen

Media Rights Agenda

PO Box 52113

Ikoyi Lagos-Nigeria

Tel/Fax :(234-1) 4936033- 4936034- 4930831
edet@mediarightsagenda.org

M. Moussa Sow
Directeur

Avenir de I'enfant
Quartier Medina

B.P. 261

Rufisque, Senegal

Tel: (221) 836-13-08
Cel: (221) 633-23-96
msowade{@hotmail.com

Aminatou Mohamed Diop

Wal Fadzi Daily Newspaper

Sicap Sacre Coeur

No. 8542 BP. 576

Dakar, Senegal

Tel/Fax: (221) 8251252/8242343- 8242346
ammdiop@caranail.com

Isaac Massaquoi

Sicrra Leone Broadcasting Service/Television
C/o SBS/TV New England

Tel: (232) 240123/241976- 240922
elha@hotmail com

Issa B. M. Kamara
The Punch Newspaper Inc.
I Short Street Sth Floor



Freetown, Sierra Leone
TelFax: (232) 228803/225901
punchnewspaper@hotmail.com

Claudine Assiba Akokpo

Syndicat des Agents de I'information, technicians

des organs de Press Publique (Radio-Lome)
B.P. 62210, Lome-Togo

Tel/ Fax: (228) 047912- 221117
cstt@café.tg

cakakpo@hotmail.com

Victoria Odoi

Graphic Communications Group Limited
PO Box 742, Accra, Ghana

Tel/Fax :(233-21) 228177- 228911

Lydia Ofori Abakah
Ghana News Agency
PO Box 2118

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 66 23 §1
ghnews@ghana.com.gh

Fortune Ahimi

The Statesman

PO Box AN 846

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 23 32 42
stateman@africaonline.com.gh

Iddi Al

The Dispatch

PO Box 2816

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 76 15 41

Emmanuel J. K. Arthur

International Club of Journalists for Children’s
Rights / GBC Radio

PO Box ML 262

Malam, Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 22 83 36
kwasiarthur@yahoo.com

Beatrice Akua Asamani

Ghana News Agency

PO Box 2118

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21)66 2381 /66 5136/76 50 77
ghnews{@ghana.com

trixy(@idngh.com

James Cofi

Top Radio

Tel: (233-21) 24 82 92
Accra, Ghana

Albert Ken Dapalem

Business & Financial Concord
PO Box 5677

Accra, Ghana
Tel: (233-21)2324 467222378

Wilson Essien

Ghana Broacasting Corporation

PO Box 1633

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 22 11 61722 11 07 Ext.2253

Sarah Gaisie

T.V. 3 Network Ltd,

PO Box M83, Kanda
Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 76 34 823

H.L. Markwey

G.T.V.

PO Box 1633

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21} 22 11 07 Ext. 2254

Gilbert Noi

GTV

PO Box 1633

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 22 11 07 Ext. 2254

Jovce Mensah Nscto
Ghanaian Chronicle

PMB Accra-North

Accra, Gbana

Tel: (233-21)2327 13
chronicle(@africaonline.gh

Atsu Daniel Ziorklu
T.V. 3 Network Ltd.
PO Box M3, Kanda
Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 22 86 97

Kwasi Gyan-Apenteng
African Topics Magazine
(44) 02 07 708 4520
afrotopics(@gn.apc.org

Kobby Asinah
Daily Graphic
Accra, Ghapa
Tel: (233-21)22 81 77/22 89 11

Mrs. Mami Esi Rockson
The Accra Mail
Ghana



Mr. Hamid Tam-Baryoh
Media Foundation of West Africa
Sierra l.eone °

Mr. Gaddiel Baah

Media Foundation of West Afnca
Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 2424 70

Mr. Scibik Bugri

Business Watch Magazine
Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 233293 /77 41 81

Mr. Kojo Aidoo
Business Eye

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (233-21) 23 00 84

Mr. Haruna Mohammed
Kapital Radio

Kumasi, Ghana

Tel: (233-24) 2503 24

Esi Asante
Ghanaian Thmes
Accra, Ghana

Mr. Kwabena Amankmah
Financial Times
Accra, Ghana

Mr. Godwin Ofusu Acheampong
Ghanaian Times
Accra, Ghana

Mrs. Jacqueline A. Danso
Radio Deutsche Welle
Accra, Ghana



