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ADVERTISEMENTS, ;

.
— —
.
THE LEADING CANADIAN COLLEGE,
ST. THOMAS, ONT.

FOR
YOUNG
WOMEN.

&4 Nearly 200 STUDENTS last year. 17 Graduates |
and Certlficated Teachers in Faculty, Graduating |
Courses with Certificates and Diplomas in Litera-
ture, Music, Fine Arts, Elocution and Commercial |

Science.

ONTARIO LADIES’ GOLLEGE.

WHEITEY, ONT.

The most elegant of the Ladies’ Colleges. More thor.
oughly eﬂulppnd than ever. Those intending to enter now
or after Xmas should make immediate application to
11y REV. J, J. HARE, Ph.D., Principal.

GALT BUSINESS COLLEGE

AND SHORTHAND INSTITUTE.

A practical School of Shorthand and Typewriting
Lowest Rates an'| most Rapid Tuition  Cirenlars Free,
11y J. SHARP, PrixcipAL, Main Street, Galt, Ont

ALBERT COLLEGE

BELLEVILLE, ONT,,

Is universally admitted to be one of the most thurou‘m
Training Schools in Ontario, The Academy of Music,
Business College, Academy of Fine Arts, and 8chool

| of Elocution, are in charge of Specialists and Teachers

MCLACHLIN HALL,

The elegant new addition, costing $20,000, now open.
&@ Therough work., Low Rates. Good Board,

60 pp. Announcement FRER. Address,

-1y PRINCIPAL AUSTIN, B.D.

PARKER’'S STEAM DYE WORKS,
Head Office and Works, 787-91 Yonge 8t., Toronto.
Chisf Receiving Offices—209 Yonge, 4756 Queen West,
1,267 Queen West, Toronto ; 6 John St. North, Hamilton; |
40 Geor:e St., Brantford ; 46 St, Paul St.. 8t. Catharines ; |
b Imperial Block, Galt; and 217 Dundas 8t., Lon:lon,
Ladie<' and Gent’ Wearing Anparel, Damask, Repp |
and Lace Curtains, Ostrich Feathers, ete., cleaned and |
dyed. Send for pamphlet containing Price and Color List. |
Express orders promptly attended to. 111y

A PERFECT
BLOOD PURIFIER

A purely Vegetable Com. |
pound that expels all bad |
humors from the system, and

makes pure rich blood.

CRYING BABIES.

Babies cry because they suffer, Their little
gums are inflamed, and their bodies are more or
less feverish. If vou will tie around their necks
one of NORMAN’S Electric Teething Neck-
laces you wil see a wonlerful change for the
better; their sufferings will cease and their general
heal'h wil improve. A k £ .r Norman’s, take no
other, you will be pleased. Price 50 cents,

| in Arts, Teachers' Certi

of experience.
Larye Classes are prepared Annually for Matriculation
J:!lufl and the Preliminary Exami.
nation of the Methodist Church. For Circulars) u fdresy

81y REV. W. P. DYER, M.A., Printipal.
- - " L]

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,
W. BAKER & CO.8

Breakiast Gooog

Is absolutel, gmra and
it is soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It has
more than three ti - cs the strength of
Cocoa mixed with Starch, Arrowroot
8 or Sugar, und is therefore far more
econoniical, coating less than one cent
It is delicious, nourishing,
 strengthening, EASILY DIGESTED,
and admirably adapted for invalids
as weli as for persons in health,

W. BAKER & C0,, Dorchester, Mass,

21y

CSHANE BELL F R
Inest Eirude I.PIIIN(RI-Y'
Chimes & Peals for Churches, 2
Colleges, Tower Olocks, ete. 7
Fully warranted; satisfaction
gunrantecd. Send for price
and catalogue.
HENRY M

IF THE BABY IS CUTTING TEETH

Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy,

MRS. WINSLOW'’S

SOOTHING SYRUP

FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

It soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colic, and is the best remedy for diarrhea.

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. 8-y

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertired in this Magaszine, you will oblige the
publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER,
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«1 desire to furm a League, offensive and defensive,
with every soldier of Christ Jesus."—JonN WHsSLEY.

't .ué growing intelligence and religious needs
of the young pecple of the Methodist Church in
Canac 1 have created the necessity for an organ-
ization tuc the promotion of personal piety,
intellectual culture, and practical Christian
work. It has for some time been evident that
it is necessary to supply a connecting link
betwixt our Sabbath-schools and our Church ;
to make our Sabbath-schools feel they are a part
of the Church, and the Church, in turn, to
realize this vital connection; to lead forth our

young people into a larger intelligence and |

practical work, and give them o portunity for
increased mutual acquaintance, Biblical know-
ledge, and better direction of spiritual power
in exercises and employment at home and in
conventions and wide organization for the en-
tire field. With these things in view, the

(ieneral Conference appointed a Committee, |

named below,* to provide a course for Home
Reading and Culture, and this Committee and
the (+eneral Conference Sunday-school Board,
in co-operation, have adopted the system known
as the *“ErworTH LEAGUE,” a power among
the youth of American Methodism, adapted it
to our purposes, and now commend it heartily
to our people, hoping it may be accepted uni-
versally throughout our Connexion.  This
organization is so flexible as to be adapted to
almost any conditions, and so comprehensive
that it may embrace in some of its departments
any or all of the Young People’s Societies now
existing in our Church, and combine them in a
higher unity and harmony.

*The following Committee was appointed by
the General Conference :—

A, Carmax, D.D. "
J. A, WiLLiaws, D.D., } General Supts.

Revs. John Potts, D.D.; E. A, Stafford, D.D.,
LL.D.; Hugh Johnston, D.D.; B, F. Austin,

| B.D.; Alex. Burns, D.D., LL.D.; L. C. Peake,
| Esq.; k. Brown, Esq.;J. B. Boustead, Esq.;
| and Revs. A. M. Phillips, M.A.; Prof. Shaw,

LL.D.; S. Card ; Dr. Burwash, S.I.D.; George
i Bishop, Esq , Advisory Members.

W. H. Wirnrow, Secretary

Tue Epworta Leacve 1N ToroxTo.

A numerously attended meeting iu the inter-
est of this new movement was held in the
Metropolitan Church, Toronto, on October 29.
Almost every Methodist church and Sabbath-
school in the city was represented. Addresses
were given by the Revs. Dr. Withrow and
| Johnston on the aims and objects and methods
of the League, and short addresses, heartily
endoning it, were made by Revs. A. Pijllips,
M A, W. 8. Blackstceck, and by Messrs. Bou-
stead, Awde, Score, Pearson, Paul, Jenkinson,
| Willmott, Sandham, Peake, Crabb, Massey,
| Watkins and others. Steps were taken to
| bring about the speedy organization of branches
| of the League in as many as possible of the
| schools and churches of the city. It is long
| since so much enthusiasm was manifested in,

any subject of the kind, and arrangements were
made for public mass meetings for its promo-
tion. The Rev. Dr. Potts and other ministers
| not able to be present heartily endorse the
| project.
A vigorous branch of the Epworth League,
numbering 60 members, has been formed in
| Trinity Church (Rev. Dr. Johnston’s), Toronto.

—_——————

i Be careful not to get intoa corner. We mean,
do not «dopt any plans cr make any promises
which you may vot be able to carry out. And
by all means avoid threats. If punichment
must come, let * come. If it be necessary to
state the laws ot the school, or class, or of right
in general, state them, but make no threaten-
ings. The surest way to convince the class that

you mean to carry out any proposed meature is,

[ to carry it out.
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OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Christian Guardian, woekl{ ......
Methodist Magazine, monthly ...
Guardian and Magazine together
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weuklr a
Sunday School Banner, monthly.. SR
Quarterly Review Service, B{ the year, 24
cents adozen 3 $2 per 100, Per quarter, 6
centsadozen; per100 ..........
Home & School, 8 pp. 4to, fortnight
copies .....ooiviee .
Less than 20 copies
Over 20 copie e £
Pleasant Hours, Issued to alternate with
Home & School. Same size and price.
Berean Leaves, 100 copies permonth.......
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 20 copies .
20 copies and ur\\'ardu T L
Happy Days, fortnightly, less than 20 copies..
20 copies and upwards
Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.
S, F. HuesTIs,

Meth, Book Room,
Halifax, N.S.
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C. W. CoaTEs,
3 Bleury Street,
Montreal, Que.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EpITOR.

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1889.

Report of Secretary of the Sunday-
school Board for the Year End-
ing July 1st, 1889,

Tue operations of the Sunday-school Board
of thes Methodist Church during the past year
exhibit a very gratifying increase in extent and
usefulness. In every department of our Sun-
day-school work there has been marked pro-
gress. It is cause for devout gratitude to God
that year after year we are enabled to report a
continuous increase in the number of schools, in
the number of scholars, and in the number of
teachers and officers. The number of scholars
enrolled is 218,381, an increase of 7,657. The
number of teachers and officers is 27,238, an
increase of 1,113, or together, 245,619, an in-
crease of 8,670, in 2,922 schools.

The most gratifying feature of all is that,
through the blessing of God upon the self-
denying labors of these devoted teachers, 9,728
conversions are reported among the scholars,
with 36,166 meetings in class. Although 29,876
scholars are reported as learning the ethodist
Catechism, it is felt that the number should be
much larger, and teachers are earnestly re-
quested to do all that they can to promote the
study of that invaluable compendium of Chris-
tian doctrine. In order that every facility may
be afforded for the study of the Catechism, the
questions are printed in the Sunday-school

pers, which circulate in the schools to the

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AID AND EXTENSION
FUND,

The number of grants to new or poor schools
have reached the large wnount of §2,781.74.
The fund had thus been enabled to assist with
grantsof books and papers avery large numberof
very poor schools, and to promote to a great
extent the establishment of new schools in des-
titute neighborhoods where none previously
existed. This fund pays also for the printing
and mailing of Sunday-school schedules and
reports, and for express charges and postage on
donations of Sunday school libraries. For these
there are always numerous requests, and
schools replenishing the libraries can do much
good by sending their old books to the Sectetary
of the Board.

TEMPERANCE IN THE SCHOOLS,

1t is cause for congratulation that our school

are so eificient in inculcating temperance prin-
ciples and in pledging the scholars against the
twin evils—intoxicating liquor and tokacco.
During the year 36,166 are recorded as having
taken the temperance and anti-tobacco pledge.
This number, added to those previously re-
corded, makes a great nrm{ of pledged abstain-
ers, who in a few years will exert a great influ-
ence in public and private life—at the polls
and in the homes—against the national evil
and crime— the liquor trattic,

MISSIONS,

The t raised for during the
year is $27,851.62. But this is very unequall
distributed. The Montreal Conference leads
the van with §6,338. Of this Montreal Dis-
trict raises nearly half, or $2,902, showing what
may be plished by sy ic effort.
Toronto Conference comes next with $4,418, of
which the two Toronto Districts raise $2,697.
Thus these two Conferences raise $10,756,
against $17,105 raised by all the others. Were
all the schools to do as well as those in these
two Conferences, the missionary income would
be very largely increased. Nevertheless in this
respect there is a very marked improvement,
the missionary givings of the schools having in-
creased about 70 per cent. since the Union of
1883,

LIBRARIES.

The work plished by our schools in sup-
plying instructive and interesting reading,
often of a direct religious tendency, is often
overlooked or underestimated. The number
of books reported in the library is 248,177. The
schools are also, more largely than ever, draw-
ing their luﬂ)liu of books from the publishing
houses established by the Church, and the,
thus possess a better guarantee as to the religi-
ous character of the books than when they are
purchased from irresponsible houses,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERIODICALS,

The circulation of these papers continues
steadily to increase, year after year, till now
we think there is no Church in Christendom

extent of over 300,000 copies every Lord’s-day.
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which so largely supplies its schools with its
own authorized Sunday-school periodicals. In
these special prominence is %iven to the Mis-
sionary and other interests of t e Church, Mis-
sionary ' velligence and lettersfrom missionaries
in the high places of the field serve to bring the
_\‘ounﬁ people into sympathy with this impor-
tant department of Christian work. The valu-
able co-operation of teachers and officers in s0
largely extending the circulation of these peri-
odicals in our schools is thankfully acknow-
ledged.
NEW SCHOOLS,

Notwithstanding the rapid increase in the
number of our schools, there are still a large
ber of appointments in tion with
which there are no schools yet organized. In
many cases there are Union schools where no
schools of separate denominations can be main-
tained. But where there are no such schools,
the assist of the ministers and of lay mem-
bers is earnestly solicited, that in every place
where there is Methodist preaching there may
also be a Methodist Sund l{sehool. It is in
helf)ing this work that the Sunday-school Aid
and Extension Fund has been most useful in the
past and may be expected to be increasingly
useful in the future, Many schools established
by its aid soon become self-supporting, and in
turn contribute to the planting of new schools
in still newer neighborﬁoods. If brethren will
only organize in every ﬂ:.ce in which even a
handful of children can be gathered together, a
school under Methodist management, the Board
will give liberal assistance in grants of books
and papers to the extent of its ability. The
opinion has been frequently expressed by those
cognisant of its operations that no fund of the
Church is accomplishing more good in helping
the helpless and carrying to the remotest parts
of the land a knowledge of religious trath. It
will be seen from the Treasurer’s Report on
pages 383 and 384, that the schools seeking help
are required to do something to help themselves,
the large amount of $1,245,11 having been given
for this purpose during the year ~The Western
Conferences which have little missionary terri-
tory, itwill be seen, contribute far morethan they
receive, the surplus going to Conferences having
large missionary territory, as Toronto, Mont-
real, New Brunswick and i’ewfuundlund. Thus
is illustrated the apostolic injunction —‘ We,
then, that are strong ought to bear the infirmi-
ties of the weak,” ** bearing one another’s bur-
dens and so fulfilling the law of Christ.”

(Signed) W. H. WitHROW,
Secretary of Sunday-school Board.

—_——

(GODLINESS ronsists not in a heart to intend
to do the will of God, but in a heart to do it.—
Jonathan Edwards.

He that Eutn a Bible into the hands of a

child gives him more than a kingdom, for he
ives him a key to the kingdom of heaven.—
uchanan.,

Opening and Closing Services.

OPENING SERVICE.

1. Silence,
11. Doxology.
111 l{eaponl{ve Service.
Supt. How excellent is Thy loving kindness,
0 God !
School, Therefore the children of men put
their trust under the shadow of Thy wings.
Supt. They shall be abundantly satisfied
with the fatness of Thy house.
School And Thou shalt make them drink of
the rivers of Thy pleasures,
Su,»t. For with Thee is the fountain of life.
School. In Thy light shall we see light.
Suln. Commit thy way unto the Lord.
School. Trust also in Him and He shall bring
it to pass. b
Supt. tin the Lord and wait patiently
for Him,
School. Those that wait upon the Lord, they
shall inherit the carth.
1V. Singing.
V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
1. Singing Lesson Hymn.

III. Recitation of Tit{e, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE,

Supt. My son, forget not My law ; but let
thine heart keep gly commaudments ; for
length of days, and long life, and peace, shall
they add to thee.

School. The Lord our God will we serve, and
His veice will we obey.

Distaiasion.

APOSTLES’ CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Hoi’y (ihost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ;
He ascended into heavén, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church ; the communion of saints ; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the

y ; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.
LESSON 1X. THE TEMPLE DEDICATED. [Dee. 1.

Authorized Version. Revised Version,

1 Kings 8. 54-63. r[l'mumzl to memory verses 32, 63.] 54 And it was so, that when Sol’o-mon haa made an

m::; l‘?l:;‘ll‘l:l“ll":l‘\”(:l:ll;a"il“l hen Sol’o- end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto

this prayer and supplication unto the the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD,
| from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread

LoRD, he arose from before the altar
of the LOrDp, from kneeling on his | 55 forth toward heaven. And he stood, and blessed all

::!:l‘::“'“'".h fits hauds spread up to | the congregation of Is'ra-el with a loud voice, say-
And he stood, and blessed all | 56 ing, Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto
the congregation of Is‘ra-el with & his people Is'ra-el, according to all that he promised :

there hath not failed one word of all his good prom-

loud volce, saying,

M|Blfa’m|’lx the l{lml'!.l lhnﬁ {I:‘::l lirht‘" l";-"l l‘m'ﬁ‘h“ {se, which he promised by the hand of Mo'ses his

people 18'ra-el, according to a pe promised : there 4 : g il

hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which w 3‘;:::;, 'B:’l.:-‘ R.:; l;::n(:fllfm::!l:sm;l: (I: :n::::
N y .

8. C. 1004.)

he promised by the hand of Mo/ses his servant.

57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our lm us: that he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk

fathers : let himn not lewve us, nor forsake us : {n all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and
58 That he may incjgne our hearts unto him, to waik | his statut and his § ts, which he com.

in all his ways, and to keep his ¢ ts, and his | 50 ded our fathers. And let these my words,

?u:;:mu. and his judgments, which he commanded our | wherewith I have made supplication before the LORD,

i be nigh unto the Lorp our God day and nizht, that

8 ot thes Ve vherew! AV
5 And lot these my wortl, WOCTL i L hite e he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause

supplication before the Lorp, be nigh unto the LORD |
our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of | of his people Is'ra-el, as every day shall require:

his servant, and the eause of his people Isra-el at all | g) that all the peoples of the earth may know that the

times, as the matter shall require
LORD, he is God ; there is none else. Let your heart
60 That all the people of the earth may know that the g 4 .
LORD is God, umll :m}t there is none else. therefore be perfect with the LorD our God, to walk
in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at

61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD
our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com- | 62 this day. Andthe king, and all Is’ra-e] with him, of-

mandments, as at this day, | 63 fered sacrifice before the Lorp. And Sol’o-mon of-

%2 And the king, and all Isra-el with him, offered : # ’

mrinw.beh:;'e lhe‘mmv. fered for the sacrifice of peace-offerings, which he of-

53 And Solo-mon offered a sacrifice of peace-offer- fered unto the Lorp, two and twenty thousand

{r':gn. wl:ilch he uﬂer:'si utl:w the mnln,llwo lan:,lh lweuv.i\; oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep.
ousand oxen, and a undred and twenty JOUSAN X /)

sheep. So the king and all the ehildren of 1sra-el sl:;n?\mfl:::ﬁ::’ children of Is'ra-el dedicated

dedicated the house of the LORD.

BEXPOSITORY NOTES.
BY REV. MILTON 8. TERRY, D.D., GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.

Verse 54, Solomon....praying all this prayer. | failed one word. Such marked fulfiliment of his good
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication is one of great promise s ever a mighty strengthener of faith in God.
length, occupying vers. 23-53 of this chapter. It isoften l By the hand of Moses. Comp. especially Deut. 12.
read at the dedication of houses of Christian worship. | 9-12.

Its three parts consist of 1) Adoration for the fulfillment 57. God withus. .. .not teave ns nor forsake.  Allu-
of the promise to David (vers. 23, 24); 2) Prayer for its | gjon to Moses also calls up these words of his in Deut. 31.
C d nt, and for ings on the 6. Comp. also Josh. 1. 5.
tration of worship at that place (vers. 25-30); ) Sup-|
A o 58. Incline our hearts. The heart does not natu-
plication for specific blessings, as when smitten betors | rally incline toward God, and only the divine Spirit
enemies, in times of drought, famine, or plague, for the | from above can work within a disposition to turn thus
devout stranger, for success In battle and deliverance | ooy Walk keep i li-vuut inclination
lm’m‘eapuvn_v.l vers. 31-53. Before the altar, According | toads 16 & h;ﬂv walking 'ln the ways God has 1 marked
to2 Chron, 6, 13, Solomon duaring his address and prayer out for bl .Ie and such a walk “,'"h God requires &
occupled a brazen scaffold in the midst of the court of | striet (ymr'?::m. of his commandments ﬁuch an
the temple, where he was at once in presence of the altar | upright life wlll‘ also be strengthened by attention
:{n:!::::)ﬂerlrlll‘;h B.:“(: l::‘:d: '::g::‘?'::;? to 'h"::':(:' 1n0l only to the letter and spirit of published com-
* | mands, but also to sta utes and judgments in which
A‘ most humble and n‘ppmpmlr" sititnde for the king | one may discover God's love of righteousness and hatred
while in the act of prayer. For the custom of spreading | ot ail eﬁl
5; .

out the hands to heaven, comp. Exod. 9. 33: Ezra 9.5
Psa. 28. 23 Isa, 1. 15. 59. Nigh unto the Lord .. day and night.  There

55, Stood, and blessed. This benediction, uttered | is a peculiar beauty in this thought. He desires that
with a loud volee, was to some extent a recapitulation | his words of supplication before Jehovah may abide
of the prayer. When the soul is intensely wrought up | * near Jehovah " all the time, o as never to pass from his
with religions fervor and interest, such repetitions and notice ; thus might they be like so many living volees
eontinuation become very natural. ‘ making everlasting intercession for Solomon and Israel.

56. Hath given rest. Israel had now first fully at- As the matter shall require. The Hebrew 18 liter-
tained that condition of rest and peace for which Moses ally, ** The word of a day in its day.” That Is, he would
and his generation longed. All previous periods of rest | have all his words of supplication abide near Jehovah as
from enemies had lacked the security and triumph real- | so many living tongues, and according to the wants of
{zed by Solomon and his people at that hour. Not | each day, or, ding as ities or come,
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0 may the word of supplication adapted to that day be |
heard as a continued and potent intercession, |
60. All the people of the earth,  Comp. ver. 493,
Iis thoughts go beyond Israel, and his heart breathes
the true prophetic desire that all nations may come o

his nume, and forsake their idols,

61. Meart. . .perfeet with the Lord,  The Hebrew
word for perfeet is here shalém, and suggests the idea
of “complete peace and fellowship ™ with Jehovah,
What higher or grander conception of the truly plous
and upright man! Walk. .. keep. See above on
verse 58, As at this day. Many hearts are full of
zeal and plety on great religious oceasions, but after the
excitement is over they fail to walk in the statutes and
nraandments of God,

62, e king, and all fsrael. The king had doubt-
less taken ample time to provide for a representative
assembly of all Israel, and they came ** from the enter-
ing in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt,” ver. 65,
ONered saerifles,  As the next verse more fully records.

63. Peacesofferings.  The law for these Is given in
Lev. 7. 11-21, and provides that the flesh of such offer-
ings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that
it 1s offered.  Hence the offering of this kind of sacri-
flees was also the occasion of a Joyful feast, Two and
twenty thousand oxen .. hundred and twenty
thousand sheep. These numbers will not appear
encrmous when we consider that such an occasion as |
the dedication of the temple would probably bring sev-
eral hundred thousand people to the capital, and most if
not all of them probably remained during the fourteen
days mentioned in verse 65,

In the study of Solomon’s temple we may note : ‘

1. The temple is & symbol of the Church of God, fllus- |
trating how and on what terms God will dwell with
man and how man may dwell with God.

2. Its formal dedication formed a religious epoch in
the history of the chosen nation, |

3. In connection with the ceremonies Solomon ap- |
peared in the true character of theoeratie king.

4. The noblest thing a king can do for his people is by
example and precept to encourage them to a godly life,

5. Houses erected for the establishing and perpetu-
ating of religious worship are a great national bond.

6. Great occasions should, when possible, be utilized
for inculcating lessons of truth and righteousness.

An Inglish Teacher's Notes on the
Liesson.
BY SARAI GERALDINA STOCK.

OUR Golden Text for to-day speaks of keeping silence.
There are any kinds of sitence. Let us look at four
of these. There is (1) the silence of awe—as, when the
storm rages, the thunder waxes loud, and the lightning
flashes on all sides, the merry volces cease ; the laughter |
is hushed for a time. Then there is (2) the silence of
attention and expectation—as when a person comes in
who hias some news to bring for which all are eagerly
Jooking, or some thrilling tale to narrate which all are
anxious to hear. There is (3) the silence of abasement
and confosfon—when some fault has been committed
and there is no longer any possibility of hiding it, no
exeuse that ean be advanced, nothing to urge in exten-
uation. And there is (4) the silence of submission :
when the opposition to the will of another is at length
given up. the adverse arguments dropped, and entire
surrender made, 'With one or more of the silences every i
Sunday scholar must be familiar.

But what i< the occasion of the silence spoken of in
the Golden Text? It is this: The Lord is in his holy

temple, and the: » the ** whole earth " is called upon
o ** keep silence before him,™

1t may be asked, why 7 since heaven is ** high above
the earth,” far off—remote—a place beyond our sight

| and beyond our ken: if indeed by **holy temple™ is

meant heaven. If we tarn to Psa, 11, 43 Isa, 63, 15, we
shall find that heaven s indeed meant.  But by
“heaven ™ the Seriptures understand no far-away re-
gion, but the place whe the Lord looks down upon
this world (see Psa. 14, 2; 83, 13, 14), the place from
which he orders all things on earth (comp. Psa. 93,14,
a place where infinite interest is taken end concern in
what happens here. Job 38, 4,73 Luke 15. 7. 8o the Lord
being in ** his holy temple * would be, if T may use the
comparison, like the kKing being on his throne, the rulerat
the seat of government, the owner on his estate, the
father in his home. And therefore the call: ** Letall
the earth keep silence before him."

What has this to do with the passage for to-day, de-
scribing the sequel to Solomon’s prayer at the dedica-
cationof the temple at Jerusalem ? It has this first : that
that temple was a type and sign of heaven brought
down to earth, in the person of Christ (comp. John
2,19, 21; 8. 13), and of earth exalted to heaven in the
position given to the saints of God. Eph. 26; 21,2
But upon this I have not space to enlarge,

Aud it has this secondly : that the silence or silences due
to the presence of God, and called for in the Golden
Text, are all illustrated for us, in the narrative of what

-1

| followed the prayer of Solomon,

1. If we turn to 1 Chron. 7. 1, we find that S8olomon’s
prayer was immediately foilowed by the descent of fire
from heaven upon the burnt-offering, thus hallowing it
as formerly the altar in the wilderness had been hal-
lowed (Lev. 9. 24) ; and the ** glory of the Lord filled the
house.” When the people saw this they ** bowed them-
selves with their faces to the ground.” There is a mo-
ment of silence- the silence of awe and adoration,
called forth by the sight of God's glory.

2. After this comes Solomon's address to the people.
And here the King fills (for the time) the office of priest,
and is the type of Him who came to be a * priest upon

" his throne.” Zech. 6. 13. The silence of attention is

given by the people to the words that fall from his lips
as he speaks of the faithfulness of God (ver. 506) the in-

| sufiefency of man (vers, 57, 58), the sufliciency of God

(vers. 59, 60), and the responsibility and duty of man
(ver, 61).

3. Then come the sacrifices, in such enormous quan-
tity that the altar is not enough to receive them. Now
what is the fundamental idea of sacrifice? The un-
worthiness and guilt of man before God, See Luke 5. 1.
Here, then, we have the silence of abasement, the
silence which is equal to a confession of sin and an
abandonment of sclf-righteousness.

4. Then lastly comes the feast kept by all the people
of Tsrael, after which they returned to their homes ** joy-
ful and glad of heart.”” The very core and essence of
the rejoleing was this: that they were the people of
God: his absolutely and entirely, not their own, The
silence of submission was at the root of this gladness,

The silence of awe we all feel at times: we cannot
help it : it is kept involuntarily by those who are not liv-

| ing in obedience to God. I have read of a man whose

Iife was given to deeds of lawlessness, that a sublime

| yiew from a mountain-top hushed him into reverent

awe, and drew from him the words, ** I believe there is
a God." But this is not enough. Jas. 2. 19, We are
bound to give him the silence of attention and to hear
what he has to say to us. Psa. 50. 7. Where this is done
truly and ‘honestly it will certainly cause the silence of
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abasement and confession. Rom. 3. 19. But true peace
and gladness can only be reached through the silence of
submission ; of entire and loyal surrender. What do the
members of the class know of these four kinds of
silence ?
—
Cambridge Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
[These notes are based on the Revised Version.]

1 Kings 8. 12-16 (=2 Chron. 6. 1-6) ; 5403 (=ib. 7. 1-D).

THE consecration of the temple took place apparently
in the autumn of the twelfth year of Solomon’s reign.
The building is described with the utmost minuteness,
but we cannot get with certainty a conception of the
whole.  With all its magnificence, in many respects it
was an earthlier jdeal than the humble tent whose age-

worn relies were now laid up in the store<chambers of |

its successor. Not the temple, but the tabernacle, was

the emblem used in the Epistle to the Hebrews to set

forth the high-priestly work of Christ. Its migrations
taught Jehovah's constant presence with his people; its
humble splendor did not risk being thought worthy of

the God who deigned to accept the offering of love ;
and further, its pattern was the detailed realization of a
divine vision, and not the result of human art. But the
retrograde step was necessitated by the people’s wenk-
ness, and as such it was approved by God. The over-
whelming attraction of one central sanctuary was needed
to counter-balance perpetual temptations to idolatry
from the worship inthe ** high places ;™ and the people’s
pride and affection toward the House of God was to be
fostered through centuries of prosperity and affliction,
preparing them ultimately for a temple ** not made with
hands,” wide as fon itself. 's y
prayer realizes wonderfully the meaning and purposes
of such a shrine, and thoroughly befits the king's ideal
swisdom.” The variations of the text between Kings
aud Chronicles, and between Hebrews and LXX., show
us that the prayer was transmitted by oral tradition,
taking slightly different shapes when finally reduced to
literary form. VER. L2. The abruptness and obscurity
of these words attest their high antiquity. The LXX.
inserts them after versc 53, with a clause apparently
attributing them to the national anthology known as
the Book of Jashar. Josh. 10, 13; 2 Sam. 1 18,
The *thick darkness” within the holy of holles
symbolizes the mystery of Providence. The thought
{8 magnificently brought out in Psa. 97. 2, and
in Milton's noble line, ** Dark with excessive bright thy
skirts appear.” VER. 14. Throughout notice how en-
tirely Zadok and the priests fall into the background be-
fore the Messianic King. There is no reason for ques-
tioning their having performed all the sacrifices on this
occasion.  Solomon s said to have “sacrificed™ all
these thousands of victims, and must obviously have
done it through others. But he Is the chief agent even
there, and the subsequent priestly function of blessing
the people he takes entirely to himself. Turned. From
looking toward the shrine and the glory-cloud.
Blessed. Seethe typical form. Num. 6. 23, sqq. Here
the words of blessing are not those of ver. 15, 8qq. (ad-
dressed to God); see verse 55, VER. 15. With his
mouth, Through his mouthplece, the prophet Nathan.
28am.7. VER. 16, That my name. .. Comp. Exod.
20, 24, ete. A frequent phrase in the Pentateuch, im-
plying the selection of a place of worship, whence the
knowledge of God might spread. There. The imper-
fect antithesis is filled up in Chronicles, and the LXX.
confirms that reading as probably right here, VER, b4,
Kneeling. The de was most i

the utmost humiliation and intensity of feeling. Comp.
Elijah's prayer, chap. 18, 42. But possibly the state-
ment in 2 Chron, 6. 13, being parenthetical, refers to a
** previous " prostration when the Shechinah descended,
In that case he stood up for prayer and here prostrates
himself again, VER. 50, Rest, Comp, Psa. 95. 11, and
the comments in Heb, 3, and 4, Even now, when Da-
vid's wars had established his son, the ™ Peaceful,” on
the throne of unquestioned ewpire, the peopie were to
find that Jebhovah's promise was not exhausted—"" There
remaineth yet a Sabbath-keeping for the people of God."
Promised. The reference seems general, the prom-
ises of the covenant mediated by Moses, See Josh. 21,
44, 8gq.; also 23, 14, Failed, See margin, and the same
metaphor in 1 Sam. 3. 19, By the hand of. A common
Hebrew idiom, used frequently by Jews writing in
Greek. Comp. Acts 2, 235 7. 25, 35, ete.  VER. 57, Let
him. np. Deut. 31, 65 Josh. 1. 5. Not quoted, as the
Hebrew shows, VER. 58, The phraseology follows
closely that which recurs in the Hexateuch; for example,

| Deut. 30, 165 Josh. 24, 23, ete. The words describing

the law of God are among those which alternate
throughout Psa, 119, That he may. The King asks not
for Jehovah's presence 0 give temporal blessings, but to
guard his people from sin, VER. 59, Be nigh, The prayer
is almost personifled, as a messenger who is to “come
before” Jehovah and remain to plead at all times.
Cause. The legal metaphor again, Comp. vers. 45 and 49
with margin. Aseveryday. Notethe margin. Itisthe
lesson of daily grace for daily needs, so familiar to us
from our Lord’s words (Matt. 6. 11, 34), and his final
promise (28, 20), ** Tam with you all the days.” VER. 60,
Comp. ver. 43; Psa. 67. 1,2, ete. See noteon 2 Sam. 22.
50 (Nov. 17). May know, Comp. Deut. 4. 35, 89 ; Mark
2,32, None else. The heathen should reahize that their
gods had no such power of blessing. VER. 61, Perfect.
The word is akin to that for ** peace,” and denotes on-
tire devotion. Lumby compares the Mohammedan word
for religion, " islam,” aud the religious man, “mostem."”
Comp. the recurring formula, chap. 11, 4; 15. 14, ete.
As at this day. When the motive for consecration was
so strong. VER. 62. Here the Chronicler 1esumes his
parallel narrative, our text from ver. 54 being absent
from his account. Instead of it he has (2 Chron. 7. 1-3)
astatement drawn apparently from some other sources,
recording the descent of the sacred fire, VER. 63. Peace.
Comp. Lev. 7. 15, showing that these enormous sacriflces
were required mainly as a feast for the vast crowd as-
sembled, bivouacking in Orfental fashion round the
ecity. Only a small portion was burnt, the rest eaten as
a euc! ristic meal.

—_—

The Lesson Council.

Question 9. What was the purpose and idea in the
temple of Solomon?

The purpose of Solomon was to establish “a settled
place for the Lord to abide in forever.” The purpose of
God was to establish the Old Testament Church in the
mheritance promised to Abraham and his seed : and to

| preserve pure worship by the heirs of that promise.

The idea in the temple was atonement- Jehovah is rec-
onefled to his creature man. Redemption {s provided :
man by the blood of atonement can stand in the pres-
ence of infinite holiness softened into Fatherhood. The
sacrifices and services In the temple manifest the neces-
sity of eontinued trust in Christ and obedience to him.—
Rev. L. C. Queal, D.D. Auburn, N. Y.

1. Jesus said, adopting Isalah’s words, My house
shall be called of all nations the house of prayer.” By
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what a token of incalculable cost and unimaginable
splendor did God show his willingness to umwwr‘
prayer! 2. It taught reverence. ** Ye shall reverence
my sanctuary.” ** Keep thy foot when thou goest to
the house of God,”” The rabbins say a man must not |
walk hastily or with dusty feet, or spit on the pavement
of the house of God—and there were no abominable
spittoons in the temple ! 3. It was a prophetic symbol-
ism, pointing by every altar and vietim and priest to
the *Lamb of God." 4. It was transient in form,
but perpetual in purpose and idea mon's temple
lasted four hundred and fOfteen years; its successor
three hundred and seventy-eight years; that enlarged
by Herod ninety years, The mosque of the false
prophet occuples the site, the plans of the architect are
lost forever. **Neither in Gerizim nor Jerusalem,“but
in spirit, men worship.” 5. As **a spiritual house ™
lively stones,” ** Christ the chief corner stone,”—Rev.
Isaae Crook, D.D., Lowisville, Ky. |

The purpose of the temple was the national and re- |
ligious unification of Israel by centralizing thought and
life in one place of worship, and that fitted by its assocl- |
ations, its symbolism, its splendor, and its ceremonial to
stimulate patriotism and encourage devotion and faith,
Its idea was that of the Incarnation the meeting-place
of God and man. Its central fact was the covenant of
mercy (the Ark) between God a Spirit,and man a sinner,
for whom atonement through blood was the one door of
salvation, and consecration through sacrifice the one
way to reach it. 1 Kings B, 27: John 4. 24,
was nothing in the innermost sanctuary —and yet that
nothing was every thing."—Stanley.—Rev. F. M.
North, Middletown, Conn.

Liesson Word-Picture.
BY REV. E. A. RAND,

SUcn a great congregation in the house of the Lord at |
its dedication. They have gathered from the north,
from the south, from the east, from the west. They |
have come all the way from Dan to Beersheba and even
beyond, from the desert to the Great Sea. Some have
journeyed from other lands, traveling across stretehing |
plains, drifting over misty seas, to be at this great festi-
val-hour. And they are all Hebrews, Mighty pritces
of the people, hoary elders, revered priests, great cap-
tains, here they are in the house of the Lord. And, be-
hold! Who at the altar stands forth in all the splendor
of royalty, a dazzling erown upon his head ? It Is solo-
mon—a vision glorious to the Hebrew pride. This
temple, wo, a world-marvel. How many have prayed,
longed, tofled, for this hour ! It is a hushed throng. It
is a bowed congregation. The king is kneeling. You
can hear his solemn tones as they echo above the heads |
of the people. He rises. He stands before the people. |
They see him in rich purple, in shining gold, Solomon
the King. the Wise, the Strong, the Magnifle They
behold his hands spread out to heaven. They see his
lifted countenance, ‘They hear his resonant voice. Not
an eye is willing to miss this sight. Not an ear cares to
lose these pearls of devotion dropping from the royal
lips. It is one of the grand epochs of all the century, a
turning-point in the nation’s history. He pronounces
blessed the great promise-keeping Jehovah. the God who
falls not to make good all his words. He prays that God
may keep them all faithful, that the king's words may
be nigh unto God day and night, Such a prayer! Men
have heard Solomon give judgment and pronounce ora-
cles: fortunate those who now hear the great king pray
at the dedication of the temple, when he, the shepherd
of the mighty flock, takes all their hands, joins them, |

and holds them up as one hand, that all tire people may
take hold of and cling to God!

The royal supplication has ceased, The hour of sac-
rifice opens.  What a long procession of peace-offerings
the people witness | 80 many oxen—count them if yon
can! S0 many sheep—number them if possible! Low-
ing, bleating, the great procession w inds toward the
altar.  You think of the procession extended beyond
this day’s limits til} it stops far away, and forever, at the
foot of the cross, where hangs a greater Offering for the
people.

It s 2 marvelous scene witnessed at the dedication of
the temple.  Long does the ke of sacrifice ascend,
Late do the people tarry. Jerusalem becomes a re-
Joleing temple, and ever art an altar, breathing up
its offering of hallow¢ tions to God.

wekboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Qe wiTH His GLUQ‘,
i
_/"Mt. MORIAH.'

2 CHRON: 3-1. G

2 SAMYEL 24. ¢
THe TEMPL

Wity His
EACE

DIRECTIONS FOR DRAWING. Draw the outlines of
the mount with blue chalk, the temple with white, and
the sentence over it with yellow : the words in the out-
line of the mount with white. Use purple for the words
“The temple.”” Outlive the heart with crimson, and
write the words inside of it with white.

EXPLANATION. Ask questions from the superintend-
ent’s desk to bring out the blackboard lesson. The
temple. When begun? May, 1012 B.C. When fin-
fshed 7 October-November, 1005 B.C. When dedi-
cated? Where located? What events had heretofore
taken place on this mount? [Look up the references
named on the board.] How do we know that the tem-
ple was filled with God’s glory ? 2 Chron. b, 13, 14, Why
is the heart put on the board ¥ To teach that our hearts
should be living temples, dedicated to God, and flled
with his peace,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

LessoN Tuovenr. The Lord in His Temple.

Review. Print *Solomon * and ** David.””  Call back
some of the principal events in Day id's life, dwelling a
Jittle upon his desire to build a house for the Lord, and
the Lord's promise that his son, Solomon, should build
it. Tell of the beautiful gifts the people brought during
DPavid’s lifetime for the temple—gold, silver, brass,
beautiful woods, ete.  Tell how willing and glad they
were to give to the Lord’s bouse, and how it pleased the
Lord to see them bring their gifts,

Print * Given to God ™ in large letters, Tell as much
as the class can take in of the great, beautiful house that
was built for the Lord, and of the great meeting when
it was solemnly given to him. Ask some child of seven
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years to rise, and tell that it took more than as long as |
this child has lived to build the temple. Tell how Solo-
mon gave the house to God by prayer and sacrifice, and

how the Lord showed that he took it to be his own by
sending a shining cloud to fill the temple with glorious |
light.

Make a picture of a rock in
the form of a cross; upon this
| outline a church. Tell that the
temple is the type of the Church.
The Rock upon which the true
Chureh is built 18 Jesus Christ.
1t is a place for ‘the worship of
God. Prayer and praise and
thanksgiviog are the offerings
God is pleased to have made tohim. Explain that when
a church is finishgd it is given to God for his dwelling-
place. Speak of ways in which the house of God may be
dishonored, and try to impress a sense of the sacredness |
of the Lord’s house.

Draw, or pin up a picture of a child. Tell that when
the temple was built by Solomon, every one who had
love for God and his worship brought gifts, Even the
children could help if they desired. Now that Jesus is
here, every heart may be a temple of God. Print * Ye
are the temple of God.,” How can children build their
heart-temples ?

First, they can bring gifts as the Israelites did. The
gifts need not be gold or silver or brass. Not all chil-
dren could bring such costly gifts, but all can bring love,
obedience, patience, ete. Then they can sacrifice : give
up their own way—sellish thoughts, unkind words, ete.
They can watch their hearts to keep them clean, so that
God can live there. He will not stay in arr impure
place. So develop the thought of making the heart a
place for God to live in.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

First, get from the class the ** environments ™ of this
dedicatory service, 1. The date. What was going on
at that time in southern Europe? In northern Africa ?
Who were the Jews' nearest neighbors? 2. The city.
Its size? probable architectural characteristics ? his- |
tory up to date? population? 3. The temple. Give
eonjectural estimate of its cost, not in modern coinage
5o much as by modern valuations, The class would be
@eatly benefited if some member would master the
deseription given in the earlier chapters of 1 Kings, and |
with the help of a good commentary turn it into mod- ‘
ern English, The Bible account is technical, a sort of
ofelal list of specifications, From it the temple should
pe reproduced In our imaginations, and deseribed |
vividly as a newspaper reporter might now deseribe a
new State capitol, 4. The actors, Solomon: His
mother ? his age on this dedication day ? amid what in-
fluencs was he educated? the pecullarities of his
wisdom?"  Along what lines v his scholarly inves-
tigations pursued? Lunpression made by him on the
Oriental mind, apart from sacred histo Deseribe his
subjects —the sort of audience that received this bless-
ing. Who usually did the offictal praying for the Jewish |
people?  Why did not the high-priest perform this dedi-
catory service 7 Have the best reader in the class read
the entire prayer; the time will be well spent. (It isre- |
corded in vers, 23-53 of this chapter.) Second, Having
thus fixed in mind the environments of this dedication,
analyze Solomon's benediction, 1. Thanks, for the
*pest,” the wealth, and peace, resulting from David's

conquests : and for the fulfillment of all God's promises. |
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2. Prayer, for God's constant presence, for obedient
hearts, and for such providential protection as would
prove to the world that there was only one God, 3. Ea-
hortation, to perfect loyalty of heart.
References. FREEMAN'S HAND-BooK. [For a de-
scription of the temple of Solomon, see No. 205.] Ver.
*The altar of the Lord,” 1455 Uplifted hands, 300.
Ver. 63: The pes )] 156 FOSTER'S CYCLO-

=

PEDIA. Prose M, DOBS, G2 2 0, 6211,
6215, 7923, Poetical, 420, 430, 3511, 3512,

4049, 4050, 4052, 2301, 12306,

Prose,

ANALY

ICAL AND BISLICAL OUTLINE.
he Lord in His Temple,
1. A Graciovs Goo,
They be thy people. v. b1
** A peculiar treasure unto me.” Exod. 19. 5.
** Come out....my sons.” 2Cor. 6. 17,18,

| II. A PrAvER-HEARING GoD,

52.

Open unto the supplication. v
** His ears are open.” Psa. 34. 1
* He shall call....1 will answer.” Psa. 01, 15,
111. A Promise-krEPING GoOD,
Not failed one word. ... promise. v, 6.
*8aid....shall he not do ?" Nur, 23. 19,
* Faithful God, keeping covenant.” Deut. 7.9,
1V. A P’resent Gob,
The Lovd....he with us, v. 57,
*I am with thee.” Isa. 41. 10,
* He will not fail thee.” Deat, 31. 8,
V. A Law-civing Gob.
His commandments. ...statutes. v. 58,
* God spake all these words," E od, 20, 1, 2.
**7hese are the commandments,” Deut. 6. 1.
VI. Tug OxLy Gob,
The Lord is God ....none else. v. 00,
*The only true God." John 17. 3.
** There is but one God.” 1 Tim. 2.5.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Son

,aws in the Spiritual World,

Whether it be fact or faney that certain natural laws
hold over and rule in the realm of spirit (as a promi-
nent English writer has claimed), this truth at least i
plainly taught by God's word : That the laws by which
the Holy Spirit works on human souls are as inexorable
and unchangeable as any laws of nature, Two or three
such laws come to notice in this lesson.

1. God's promises are all conditional. They are
simply the statement, in various phraseology, that if
you do certain things, the Lord will do certain others,

2. God's promises never fail. 1f one meet the con-
ditions, he may step out with confidence into the future.
Some young women who have more money than brains,
and some young men of the same sort, frequent the
ofMces of professional impostors, and pay largely for de-
ceptional glimpses into coming years. They forget that
the greatest uncertainty about the future hangs oyer
their own actlons. The outcome is never uncertain to
one who belleves in the promises of God.

3. God rules in all human events, ver. 59, He lives
to * maintain the cause of his servants,” It is fantastic
folly to preach oceasional ** providential interference ™
in human affairs, as it God allowed this great terrestrial
machine to spin along, and only interfered with it in
some epergency, when a good man might suffer. God
works through all affairs,

4. Life's best safeguard is a heart perfect with the
Lord, 'The man whose heart is in harmony with God's
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will may make some blunders, but he will not willingly
offend his God, and no real failure can befall him.
God’s cause is infallible, and if your cause is identical
with his, you cannot fail.

8. Jehovah is the universal Lord. ver, 60, Solomon
knew very well that Jehovah was the Queen of Sheba's
(iod, whether that queen worshiped him or not ; thathe
was as really the God of the Phenicians and Arabs who
came astraders to his capital as he was of the bejeweled
and mitered high-priest who served in the holy temple,
Lat us not fo that God is the God of the heathen to-
day, though unacknowledzed by them,

HOME READINGS,

M. The temple dedicated. 1 Kings 8,
7', 'The temple d ated, 1 Kings 8,

Solomon’s prayer. 1 Kiv
Th. God's answer. Chron.
F. Acceptance by God. 2 Chron
S, Christ pari les the temple.  John 2. 12-22,
S, Better sacrilflce. Heb. 10, 1-10,
GOLDEN TEXT.
The Lord is in his )
keep silence before hin
TIME.~1004 B. .
PLACE.—Jerusalem.
DOCTRINAL SUC

10N.—Consecration.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 144, Dominion Hymnal.
Holy, ho'y, holy ! Lord God Almighty !
Early in the morning our song shall raise to thee
No. 180, Dominion Hymnal.

From e stormy wind that blows,
From y swelling tide of woes,

No. 142, Dominion Hymnal,

With joy we lift our eyes
To those bright realins above.

All people that on earth,
Come, let us join,

Lord, we come before thee,
Jesus, where'er thy people.
Angel voices,

My Sabbath song.

Sabbath home,

Within God’s temple.

Holy, holy, holy.

Take my life, and let it be,
Glorious things of thee.

1 love thy kingdom, Lord.
With hearts in love abounding.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Thanksgiv
What was the occasion of this praye
What was the temple ?
What had led Solomon to build it? 1 Kings 5. 5.
How Ding had he been occupied therewith ? 1 Kings
"

thanksgiving ¢ Deut.
What solemn

built? 2 Chron. 3. 1,
In what part of the city was the tabernacle of David
whichcontained the ark? Chap. 8. 1.
2.
What was the nature of this second prayer ?
What does the first petition of this prayer mean ?
On what condition only had God been with their
fathers ?
Does the prayer (ver, 58) open the way for escape from
personal seeking after God ?
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In what way does the prayer throw the responsibility
upon the people as well ¢

What must we be willing to do, when we offer prayer,
if God is to answer ?
3. sacrifice,

What tendency to dis |vl‘n was shown in Solomon’s
first sacrifice ¥ Chap.

How has this in mul in the king, as here nar

What instances of a similar custom do classics
ture furnish ¥

What was the nature of pe
11, /1., and a commentary.

How much time do you think these festiviues re-
quired ? ver, 65,

What does this magniflcence show concerning the

e-offerings? See Lev, 7.

! wealth of the kingdom ?

ly temple; let all the earth |
2.

i, B8,
To what historie fm N di-l the king allude in his
] |

p(nvlhll , study 1 l\mu\

Practical Teachings.
The chief teaching here is of God's fidelity to his
promises :
Men sin: God remains pure,
Men forget : God forgets nothing.
Men fail: God fullills every promise,
Men promise : God receives and blesses
Men break promises: God is long-suffering and patient,
The secondary teaching is of man’s duty :
Man ought to know that the Lord is God.
He ought to know that there is none else,
He ought to keep his heart pure,
He ought to walk as God orders,
Ha ought to keep God’s laws.,

How far short of it we all come!
90, 12,

Let us pray Psa,

Hints for Home Study,

AS to the building of the temple, study chapter 6,
and 2 Chron., <hu]m-|~ $and 4.
2. "As to the wealth of Ilw Llll\nlnln which made this

AS to the preparation lnmh by David for the tem-
|-lt'. 1 Chron, :,: l Hand 14, and 1 Chron, 28, 11-21, and
2, 1-9,

QUESTIONS FOR 1
1. Thanksgziving, v
Of whose nksgiving llm'~ the lesson tell ?
On what occasion was this ofTe:
What had Solomon before offered to the Lord ?
Where, and in what attitude, had he been ?
Upon whom did the king pronounce blessing ?
For what great blessing did he give thanks?
How much of God’s promise had failed ¥
What says Paul about the trath of all of God's prom-
ises? 22 Cor. 1, 2,
2. Prayer, 61,
for whose presence did Solomon pray ?
In what did he ask the Lord to help his people ?
What did he say about his own words ?
Why did he wish the Lord to remember his prayer ?
What did he desire that all |><-u|»h should learn?
What was his pra; concerning a perfeet hear
What would a perfect heart requ the people todo?
Who alone can make the heart perfect? Psa. 51. 10,
3. Sacrifice, v. (2, 63,
Who offered sacrifice to the Lord ?
Of what did the sacrifice consist ?
What kind of an offering was this ?
What service was thus concluded ?
With what sacrifice is God better pleased? Psa. 51,

CRMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

| 16, 17,
rof thanksgiving ? |

Teachinzs of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught
. The duty of giving thanks to God ?
2. e duty of praying to God ?
he duty of making our offerings to God ?

Home Work for Young Berenns,
Read the entire account of the dedication of the tem-
ple, as given in this book of Kings,
Find and read another aceount of the same event,
Learn when, and by whom, the temple of Solomon

| was destroyed.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
What did David want to build 7 A house for God,
Why was he not allowed to build it? Beeause he was

aman ol war,
it did the Lord promise David ? That Solomon
should baild it,
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When did Solomon_begin to build the Lord’s house 7
In the fourth year of his reign.

How long was he in building it? Seven years.

To whom was the house given when it was tinished 7
To the Lord.

Who made the prayer of dedication 7 Solomon,

Whom did he bless after his prayer? All the people.

For what did he praise the Lord? For giving rest
to Israel.

What did he say had never failed ?
promises,

Who had always been with the people of Israel ?
Lord.

What wi
leave them,

One of God's
The

solomon’s desire? T'hat he would never

Wiat did he want the people to do? To obey the
Lord.
Who may expect the blessing of the Lord? All whe

obey him,

What did Solomon offer to the Lord? A great
sacrifice. 4

What sacrifice does the Lord love? A willing heart.
« Words with Little People.

Solomon built a beautiful temple for the Lord.
it was finished he asked the Lord to come and live

When
in it

-

B. C.992.]
Anthorized Version,
1 King 10, 1-03. [ Commit to memory verses 6-8.

1 And when the queen of She’ba
heard of the fame of Sol’o-mon con-
cernfug the name of the LORD, she
« |came to prove him with hard ques-
tions.

2 And she came to Je-ru'su-lem
with a very great train, with camels
that bare spl nd very much gold,
and precious s and when she
was come to Sol’o-mon, she com-
muned with him of all that was in her heart.

3 And Sol’o-mon told her all her questions : there was
not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of She’ba had seen all Sol-
o-mon’s wisdom, and the house that he had built,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his
servants, and the attendance of bis ministers, and their
apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his ascent by which
he went up unto the house of the LORD; there was no
more spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that 1
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy
wisdom.

7 Howbeit T believed not the words, until I eame, and
mine eyes had seen it ; and, behold, the half was not
told me : thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants,
whh’-n stand continually before thee, «nd that hear thy
wisdom.

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in
thee, to set thee on the throne of Is‘ra-el : because the
LoRrD loved Is'ra-el forever, therefore made he thee
king, to do judgment and justice.

10 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and
precious stones: there came no more such abundance
of spices as these which the queen of She’'ba gave 0
king Sol’o-mon,

11 And the navy also of Hi‘ram, that brought gold
from O/phir, brought in from O’phir great plenty of
almug trees, and precious stones.

12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for
the house of the LORD, and for the King's honse, harps
also and psalteries for singers : there came no such al-
mug trees, nor were seen unto this day.

13 And king Sol’o-mon gave unto the queen of She'ba
all her desire, whatsoever she asked, besides that which
Sol’o-mon gave her of his royal bounty. 8o she turned,
and went to her own country, she and her servants,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

LESSON X. SOLOMON AND THE QUE

[Dee. 8.

The Lord himself has given each of us a temple—a
heart in which he wants to live.
Have we asked him to come and live in our hearts ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

| For the entire school.]

1. For whom was the benediction in our lesson pro-
P ation of Isracl,

nounced 7 For the congre
2. W was its prayer? That God should abide
with them,

3. Why did the King make this prayer? That the
earth might know God.

%, What was the service in which king and people
were engaged 7 The dedication of the vemple,

5. When the prayer of dedication was done what hap-
pened ? The glory of God filled the house,

6. How does our Golden Text commemorate
fact? * The Lord is in his holy,” ete.

| CATECHISM QUESTION,
Did God create you?
; He made me, both body and soul.

| Know ye that the Lord He is God : it is He that hath
| made us. lme 3

‘l Job x. 11 ; Numbers xvi.

this

2; Hebrews xii. .

OF SHEBA.
Revised Version.

(Dre. S,
\ 1 And when the queen of She’ba heard of the fame
of Sol’o-mon concerning the name of the LORD, she
l 2 came to prove him with hard questions. And she
came to Je-ru’sa-lem with a very great train, with
t camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and
precious stones : and when she was come to Sol'o-
" mon, she communed with him of all that was in her
3 heart. And Sol’o-mon told her all her questions :
there was not any thing hid from the king which he
4 told her not. And when the queen of She’ba had
seen all the wisdom of Sol’o-mon, and the house that
5 he had built, and the meat of his table, and the sit-
ting of his servants, and the attendance of his min-
isters, and their apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his
ascent by which he went up unto the house of the
6 LORD; there was no more spirit in her. And she .
said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in
mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom.
7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until T came, and
mine eyes had seen it : and, behold, the half was not
told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the
8 fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are
these thy servants, which stand continually before
thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the
LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on
the throne of Is‘ra-¢l: because the LORD loved 1s’-
ra-el forever, therefore made he thee king, to do
judgment and justice. And she gave the king an
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices
very great store, and precious stones : there came no
more such abundance of spices as these which the
queen of 8he’ba gave to king Sol'o-mon. And the
navy also of Hi’ram, that brought gold from O'phir,
brought in from O'phir great plenty of almug trees
2 and precious stones, And the Kking made of the al-
mug trees pillars for the house of the Lorb, and for
the king's house, harps also and psalteries for the
gingers: there came no such almug trees, ncr
13 were seen, unto this day. And king Sol'o-mnon
\ gave to the queen of She’ba all her desire, whatso-
| ever she asked, beside that which Sol’o-mon gave her
| of his royal bounty. 8o she turned, and went to her
| own land, she and Ler servauts.

e S o e s iR S
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E!POSITORY NOTES.

Verse 1. Queen of Sheba,  According to Gen, 10,

parel, They were clothed sad adorned in splendid

£ and 28, there was a Sheba both among the sons of Ham | garments, which added to the impressiveness of the

and the sons of Shem, and so rival claims have been set
up for this distinguished queen, one ¢ faiming that she
was from Ethiopia (Cush), the other that she was from
southern Arabia, But as the Joktan or Arabian Sheba
is mentioned in connection with Ophir in Gen, 10, 28,
it seems better here to suppose Sheba to have been nc
far from Ophir, mentioned in the last verse of the pre-
ceding chapter, und situated in the southern section of
Arabia, which is now known as Yeman, or Arabia Felix.
The title, * Queen of the South,” by which our Lord re-
ferred to her, would most naturally suggest Arabia to
one dwelling in Palestine. Arab tradition gives her the
pame of Balkis, but the Abyssinians call her Maqueda,
Heard. By means of the merchant caravans that erossed
the deserts, and by the ships that went to the neigh-
boring land of Ophir for gold. Concerning the name
of the Lord, Or, **in connection with the name of Je-
hovah.” All Solomon’s wealth and wisdom had a most
notable relation to Jehovah's name, from whom he de-
rived wisdom, and to whom he builded the temple. 8o
wherever Solomon was spoken of, the name of Jehovah
was magnified. To prove him with hard questions,
That {s, with riddles and enigmas, a common and
favorite method of testing one's sagacity and knowledge,
both among the ancient and modern Orientals,

2. A very great train,  One royal person would not
visit another without a large retinue of ministers of
state and other servants, and these would make up a
great caravan, € amels. Those * ships of the desert,’
to this day the beasts of burden and of travel in Arabia,
Spices,  Ancicnt writers, like Herodotus, Diodorus, and
Strabo, bear witness to the vast abundance of spices
produced in southern Arabia. The queen would natur-
ally bring a variety of the productions of her land.
Gold. ... .precious stones, These precious things were
probably fouud in Sheba as well as in Ophir. Come
muned with kim. Conversed with him, hearing him
and asking him questions.

3. Told her all her questions. We are not to sup-
pose that she had nothing but riddles and puzzling
words to put to him ; but she doubtless propounded im-
portant political and religious questions, such as sug-
gest themselves to all thoughtful souls, Not any
thing hid from the king. He was gifted above all
other men of his generation with a wise and under-
standing heart (comp. 1 Kings 4. 20-34), and was so far
superior in these respects to the soathern queen *hat his
words were no doubt in great part like a revelation of
God to her.,

4. Had seen all, .. wisdo That is, had witnessed
his consumnmate skill to solve riddles, and perceived his
vast knowledge and undérstanding on all the diffienlt
questions she proposed to him, The house.  His royal
palace, described in 1 Kings 7. 1-12, which he was
thirteen vears in building.

5. Meat of his table. Which, according to 1 Kings
4, 22,23, consisted for every day of ** thirty measures of
fine flour, and three score measures of meal, ten fat
oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hun-
dred sheep, besides harts, and roebucks, and fallow
deer, and fatted fowl.” The sitting of his servants,
The word rendered sitting may also mean ** dwelling,”
and so may here denote either the places which these
royal servants occupled at the King's table, or the apart-
ments of the palace where ‘hey had their seats of office
and duty, Atendance of his ministers. The stand-
ing in attendance of the court officials, a higher class of
servants than those just before mentioned. Their ap-

seene.,

Cup<bearers.  The butlers, whose ofllce was to
pour wine and bring to the king and his servants, and
also to take charge of the royal plate. Perhaps the ref-
erence here is to the manner of serving the wine at
royal feasts, Awsecent unto the house of the Lord,
The Hebrew text is more correctly rendered in the mar-
gin of the Revised Version : ** the burnt-offering which
he offered at the house ™ of the Lord. The queen may
well have wondered at the manner of offering sacritices
at the great brazen altar in the temple court, and also at
the number of burnt-offerings there offered up to God,
No more spirit in her. No more a sense on her part
that she was at all competent to rival Solomon, She
was overawed by the magnificence and grandeur of all
she saw,

6. A true report. E£he

seems to have doubted the
things reported to her in her own lavd, aud v
herself sufficiently vain orself-coneeited w hmagine that
she could compete in wealth and wisdom with the He-
brew king.

7. 1 believed not.  Here she confesses her unbelief
in the reports that had reached her, The half was
not told,
almost a proverb in many languages to express the find-
ing of far more than had been anticipated or imagined.
Blessed be the Lord thy God, This was a
courteous acknowledgment of Jehovah as the God of
Israel, and in keeping with the utterances of the pre-
ceding verse. But nothing in her language necessarily
implies that she became a convert to the religion of
Israel.  Asa polytheist she might have supposed that
Solomon’s God detighted in him and had elevated him
1o the throne of Israel, much as Jephthah implied in
his address to the king of the Ammonites (Judg. 11,
24). Shewould in any case concede that the Lord loved
Israel forever, and at the same time retain her
allegiance to her own gods and her national religion.
Nevertheless, she may have been one of those nobler
natures, somewhat like Jethro, who rose above the
superstitions of their time so far as to recognize one true
God, and her journey to Jerusalem may have given
that faith a deeper hold upon her heart than it had be-
fore,

10. Gold, .. spices....preeic The quan-
tity of gold, a hundred and twenty talents, was
exactly che same amount as Hiram bad presented to
Solomon (1 Kings 9. 14), a very large gift, equal to
nearly three millions of dollars,

11, Navy....of Hira The ships bulilt at Ezion-
geber, which were manned by the servants of Hiram,
and carrfed on a commerce in the gold of Ophir. See
1 Kings 9. 26-28, Ophir, as we have noted above,
was probably contiguous to Sheba, and hence the refer-
ence here to the navy of Hiram, as suggested by the
quantity of gold which the queen brought. Almug
trees. Written **algum * in 2 Chron, 2, 8; 9,10, The
exact kind of wood is not certainly known, but believed
by most writers on the subject to be sandal-wood, cele-
brated in the East from ancient times as a fine-grained
tree, and therefore to be desired for rails or balus-
trades in a costly bullding, and for musical instru-
ments

12. Pillars. Rather, railings
guard a stafrway. Chronicies (9.
*“terraces,” and in the margin * stairs,” ** highway
Havps, .. .psalterles.  The fine-grained and beautiful
sandal-wood was specially suitable for the wood pors
tions of such musical instruznents.

5 810

or balustrades, to
1D has the word

This expression of the queen has become .

—
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13. Solomon gave. He responded to the queen’s |

liberal gifts in a manner becoming his royal position
and the pecutiar occasion. This, royal courtesy re-

quired. Her desire no doubt prompted her to ask |

many things, and this was in accord with Eastern
notions of propriety.

This scene from ancient Oriental court life should
lead us to consider the following topies :

1. The responsibility of a world-wide fame.

2. The tendency of royal magnificence to exalt
worldly glory above spiritual excellence.

3. The blessedness of true wisdom on the throne.

4. The beauty of recognizing all good things as gifts
of a loving God.

Inglish Teacher’s Noles.

AT the time I am”writing, England has just tuken
leave of two royal visitors, the emperor of Germany
and the shah of Persia. The latter has paid a visit of
some weeks to this country, and has had the opportunity
of seeing much of its resources and its industries, and
viewing many places and objects of interest. Naturally,
the visitor himself has aroused some degree of curiosity,

and people have gone distances, and stood for hours, and |

struggzled in erowds, to obtain a glimpse of the shah. 1
suappose it would have been mueh the same in America.,

No doubt when the queen of Sheba's visit to Solomon
was announced there was a good deal of similar interest
and excitement in the land of Israel. Many would
flock to see the foreign potentate who had come so far,
and whose appearance was marked by so much
spendor,

In the passage for to-day we have a pretty full though
compressed aceount of the royal visit to Jerusalem, and
there is abundant material for picturing. The long
train of camels with their dusky drivers, laden with
stores of gold and precious stones and costly spices, the
chariots bringing the retinue of the sovereign, gor-
geously attired, and lastly the queen herself, in all the
pomp that accompanied royalty, must have presented an
imposing sight. Then comes the enumeration of the

things which aroused her wonder and admiration, |

The *house™ which Solomon bad built for his own
residence is deseribed, together with another palace, the
*house of the forest of Lebanon™ in chap. 7. 12. The
“meat of his table ™ is spoken of in chap. 4. 23, The
*sittiag ™ of us servants with the attendance or ** stand-
ing " of his ministers and their “apparel,” and his
*eap-bearers ' eome next in the record, their high po-

, their bearing, their readiness,

sitin (see ch
talents, and en
'8 of him they served, Last in tha list comes
2t by which he went up into the house of the
Lord;" and whether this means the actual road from
the valley which separated Mount Zion from Mount
Morial, up the steen slope of the latter to the temple
gate, or whether the expression stands for the ** burnt-
oTerlig™ an example of which is given us in chap. 3.
4 3, (4, we are not surprised that either should have
excited the wonder of the royal visitor,

But when all these had been duly inspected, ad
mired, and wondered at, there was something over
and above them all which impressed itself on the mind
of the queen.  What was her exclamation?  Not, Happy
is the King to whom all this belongs ; not, Happy are
the nts who serve a master so rich and splendid ;
bat, "
ually hefore thee and hear thy wisdom." Is there not

the eyes which see the things which ye see,” ete. (Luke
10.24)7 Not one in the class but may enjoy a far
higher happiness than that which the queen of Sheba
esteemed so highly, for, as our Golden Text reminds us,
** A greater tha® Solomon is here,” (¢ ymp. Rom, 10, 6, 8) ;
and this great King, with all the wonderful and gracious
provision made for those who come to him (it is interest-
ing to trace out the spiritaal wonders corresponding to
vers, 4, 0), is willing to receive each and all, the poor
and the worthless (1 Cor, 27, 28), the burdened and the
sinful—"* whosoever will.”

There are three points about the queen of Sheba to be
specially noted —two likenesses and a contrast.

1. She saw and heard at the court of Solomon far more
than she had ever dreamed of. 8o it is with those who
come to the great King: ** Eve hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man,
what he hath prepared dor them that love him. But
God hath revealed them unto us by his &pirit.” 1 Cor.
2

2. 8he was fully satisfled. All her ** hard questions ™
were resolved. Solomon *‘told her all that was in her
heart,” and gave her ** whatever she desired, besides
that which he gave her of his royal bounty.” And what
did others say of the great King? * He told me all
things that ever I did" (John 4. 20); *Thou hast the
words of eternal life  (John 6. 68); and of those who
come to him, **All things are yours,” 1 Cor. 21.
Christ does fully satisfy.

3. She returned and went to her **own land.” Here
is a contrast. Those who come to Christ come forever.
Psa. 45, 10,21, His home is theirs, They shall ** go no
more out.” Rev. 3. 12,

Cambridue Notes.
1 Kings 10. 1-13 (=2 Chron. 9. 1-12),

THE Arabian chieftainess was made by One who was
**more than Solomon ™ an example to reprove men's in-
difference to the most momentous truths, The sacred
narrative gives us no precise information as to the
nature of her quest, and no historical value attaches to
the dense mass of legend. Solomon’s practical sagacity
would attract one who also had the problems of govern-

! Jnent to solve, The fame of his intellectual grandeur

2y in his service, all showing forth the |

fascinated a kindred spirit, and although a heathen she
was anxious to know something of the national Deity to
whom was dedicated a wonder of the eastern world.
In any case it is clear that an earnest purpose, and not
mere curiosity, brought ber thus ** from the ends of the
earth.”

VER. 1. Sheba, The fdeal king of Psa. 72 receives
gifts from ** the kings of Sheba and Seba,” and the sug-
gestion may have come from the present passage,
especially if the psalm was composed when another
claimant had arisen for the title ** Sheba.” Josephus calls
Solomon’s visitor ** queen of Egyptand Ethiopia," show-
ing confusion between Seba, that is, Abyssinia, and
Sheba in Arabia Felix. The Kings of Alyssinia still
claim descent from Solomon and Makeds, as they call

| her, but it can hardly he doubted that her African ex-

appy are these thy servants which stand contin. |

traction is as mythical as her marriage with Solomon.
Coneerning. 1t seems most likely that this hard phrase
deseribes the temple. Comp. chap. 8, 41, s¢q., and Jer,
3.17. But Klostermann is probably right in supposing
words lost: *the fame of S8olomon [and of the house
which he bullt] for the name.” Hard questions, or
“riddles.,” [The term is probably inclusive, and might,
for example, have described judicial problems, like that

here an echo eoming beforehand of what our Lord, a | of chap. 3. 16, sgg. Thus it sometimes means parables

thousand years later, said to his disciples, ** Blessed are

(comp. Ezek. 17. 2; Num, 12. 8; John 16, 20); some-
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times maxims or epigrams, as Prov. 1, 6; Hab. 2. 6;
sometimes poetic thought, as Psa. 49, 4 ; and sometimes
riddles pure aund simple, as Judg. 14. 12. The book of
Proverbs seems to contain much that would originally
he given in answer to riddles, as we learn from tradi-
tional examples of these. The legends speak only of
subtleties like those describes as pr d
by Solomon to Hiram, an intellectual exercise especially
popular with Arabs. But the queen’s object was cer-
tainly much more serious. VER. 2. In countries where
an ordinary visit in common life could not be paid with-
out making presents (comp. 1 8am, 9.7), the visit of one
sovereign to another would of course mean exceptional

ence in the ge of gifts, Spices.
Characteristic of Arabia. Heart. Another hint suggest-
ing serious questions. VER. 3. Hid. Too difficult for
his penetration. VER. 4. House. His own, as the next
verse shows. VER. 5. Meat. Of course * food " in gen-
eral. Sitting. Of the privileged courtiers who dined in
order of rank at the king's table, Ministers. Inferior
servants who waited on the king and his guests. As-
cent. This reading, taken from Chronicles, is a correc-
tion of the Hebrew text here, which is given in the mar-
gin, The “ascent " is supposed to mean a private entrance
from the palace. But the LXX. has ** burnt-offering

India and Arabia, and on the whole the former is more
likely. The exports in at least two cases have Sanskrit
names, and it does not seem probable that Ophir was an
emporium, Almug. We cfunot fix certaiuly either
form or meaning to this foreign word. Most have ac-
cepted the suggestion that it was sandal-wood, but the
evidence Is very slight. We may, perhaps, be sure that
tHe name and thing came from (ndia. VER. 2. Pillars,
Chronicles has **terraces,” and the LXX. supports the
difference, We may bave two descriptions of the same
thing; for example, a stair with a balustrade (Lumby).
It must have been furniture such as could be added to a
finished building. Harps and psalteries.  See note on
2 8am. 6, 5 (Oct. 13). Singers. Comp. Eccl. 2. 8, Per-
haps, however, the temple choristers are meant.
VER. 13. Bounty. This clause is a mere paraphrase, as
the margin shows, For *‘hand” in this sense comp.
Esther 1. 7, and 2. 18, The parallel in Chronicles has
obviously suffered in transcription.

The Liesson Council.
Question 10. What was the religious significance
of the visit of the queen of Sheba?
Her character is vouched for by the unqualified com-
of Christ. In her day, in the absence of the

in both places, and pports this €, Which
seems ly more p! It only the
omission in Chronicles of the tiny letter y (the ** jot * of
Matt. 5, 18). Since the fame of the temple had helped
to bring her to Jerusalem (ver. 1), it would be strange to
omit to those of P
80 calculated to impress a foreiguer. No more spirit.
Comp. Josh. 5. 1. Utter amazement at Solomon’s un-
approachable grandeur of mind and estate broke down
her queenly pride and reserve, and she speaks out.
VER. 7. Prosperity. Literally, * goodness,” as in Job
2.10; Psa. 104, 28, VER. 8. Thymen. The LXX,, sup-
ported by two other versions, reads **thy wives,” both
here and in Chronicles an initial aleph being dropped.
Our text seems rather tautologous, and the LXX. is
probably right. The polygamy thus referred to has not
reached the aggravated stage described in the next chap-
ter; the queen would hardly bave congratulated the
members of that vast loveless harem. Hear. Comp.
Prov. 8, 34, VER.9. Comp. chap. 5. 7. In neither case did
these heathen sovereigns show any intention to relin-
quish their own national deities, According to Oriental
ideas, each people had a god of its own just as much as
it had a king. To set thee. Note the Chronicler's char-
acteristic phrase. Because. Comp. 2 Chron. 2. 11.
For ever. Chronicles and the LXX. read ** to establish
them for ever,” which is almost certainly right. The
reading of the text, striking in itself ar .ecalling such
gems of Old Testament religion as Jer. 81. 3, does not
suit the context so well. Justice. Especially to the
poor and oppressed, to defend whom was the glory of
the ideal King. See Psa. 72 passim. VER. 10. Comp.
Psa. 72. 10, no doubt a reference to this.  One hundred
and twenty talents. Over three million dollars.
Comp. chap. 9. 14, Josephus, however, makes it only
one sixth as much, There is evidence of considerable
exaggeration in the statistics of Solomon’s magnifl-
cence. Jewish scribes were always prone to pile up
figures already enlarged by oral tradition. * Spices.
Josephus says that the balsam tree came into Palestine
among her gifts. VER. 11. This and the next verse are
a parenthetic addition suggested by the mention of
other sources of wealth, Hiram. See chap. 9. 26-28,
Israel had hitherto no experience of ship-building, and
Hiram had supplied both timber and saflors. Ophir.
Space forbids discussion. The choice lies between

press, sages made long journeys for knowledge. From
zealous saflors and servants she heard of Solomon’s
fame ** concerning the name of the Lord.” **She came
from the ends of the earth,” not as a philosophical in-
quirer only, but as a seeker for religious light. Over-
whelmed by the external splendor and the matchless
wisdom of the king, amid the sinkings of her heart she
** blessed the Lord God,"” ** who delighted in him and m
Israel.” She ** will rise in judgment with the men of
this generation™ who reject the **greater than Solo-
mon."—Rev. Isaac Crook, D.D.

1. The fame and glory of Solomon, because of com-
merce, weulth, and wisdom, were brightened to a super-
natural splendor ** concerning the name of the Lord."
2. **The Queen of the South,” wishing to know more of
the God of Abraham, sought the wisdom of S8olomon, his
servant. 3. After she had seen the King’s house and
servants, and looked on the temple of the Lord, and
Solomon had answered all her questions, * there was no
more spirit in her.” The gods and worship of the
Queen of Sheba were as nothing. 4. ** Behold [Jesus] a
greater than Solomon is here.”—Rev. L. C. Queal,
D.D.

Her curiosity was eager, honest, and reverent. She
represented a people, rich, ancient, and wise. Her
quest for the source of Solomon's wisdom suggests those
wise men, who, from a farther east, brought gifts—
“gold, end frankincense, and myrrh™--to *a greater
than Solomon,” Her earnestness is a rebuke to the dead
faith of a more favored generation. Matt, 12, 42, Her
tribute to Solomon 18 a prophecy of the world-wide
conquests of the Church. Psa. 72. 10, 11; Isa, 6), 6;
Ezra 27. 22. Her course shows the characteristics of all
search for divine wisdom : 1. Inquiry (ver. 1): 2. Con-
viction (ver. 4); 3. Confession (ver. 6); 4. Praise
(ver, 9) ; 5. Fruit (ver. 10.—Rev. F. M. North.

Liesson Word-Picfure.

WHAT is this filing through Jerusalem's gates, this
long winding caravan, camel after camel haughtily
snuffing the air, dingy with the dust of a long journey
over sandy plains and crackling deserts? Their riders
shout in a strange tongue. Their baggage is cumbrous
and travel-worn. Some band of merchant-men or

T

s e

e T

B




364 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

[Dec. 8.

pleasure-seckers, may be. Butno! All the interest of
the caravan centers in one who is born in royal state
and yet in a veiled seclusion. It is some woman of
princely blood. This is h monarch’s train, The mon-
arch is a queen. Who can it be? The royal city is
entered. Jerusalem is in an uproar.

Who can it be? Why this visit? Curiosity is in-
tense. People crowd the streets to see that long, richly
appareled train. At last the story flies from lip to lip,
*“Itis the queen of Sheba! She has come to see the
gplendor of our Solomon !

And now they stand in one another's presence, the
king in all his magnificence, the queen in all her eager
quest. She asks him questions.  His profound knowl-
edge is the deep well in which she sinks her inquiries
like empty vessels, only to come up brimming. He
shows her bis spacious palace. She sees him amid the
splendor of his uanql'n'ts. amid the glittering vessels,
the gliding waiters, the ministers in vich apparel, the
coming and going cup-bearers, One other thing she
witnesses, ** his ascent by which he goes up unto the
house of the Lord." She sees him passing to the high-
est place, where with bowed head he takes the lowliest
pusture, the great king with the humility of a little child
passing on to meet a heavenly Father.

What can she say to all this¥ Her tongue hesitates.
She can only speak of the rumor of his greatness wafted
to her in her far-off land, of her coming to witne<s it in
larger measure, and lifting her hands she pronounces
his servants fortunate. Bowing her head, she calls his
God blessed that delighted in him. And now she opens
the big, mysterious bundles the camels patiently bore
within the walls of Jerusalem. What veins of gold run
through those packages as if mines, when she opens
them ! What heaps of precious stones like fragments
of rainbows oroken and then massed! What spice-
gardens and scented airs blowing out of them! Never
more will Jerusalem bhreathe such aromatic odors. All
the interviews between kingly host and queenly guest
are over at last, The camels, burdened with Solomon's
gifts, are once more in line for the homeward journey.
Their drivers shout to them in a strange tongue. The
baughty gates fall back before the long train of Sheba’s
swarthy queen. Over the hill-tops disappear the last of
the camels, but in Hebrew story long lingered the mem-
ory of the famous visit of distant Sheba’s queen.

But now what new arrivals are these? Ship after
ship comes to Solomon's ports, The cries of foreign
sailors echo about the richly loaded fleet. Precious are
the stones they bring! Costly are their cargoes of
ulmugtrees! Hidden in their trunks are the beautiful
pillars that skillful hands will cut out for the house of
the Lord. Psaltery and harp from thence will be
carved for Solomon'’s sweet singers. No such trees
grew again for Jerusalem, No such choirs sang again.
No such Solomon reigned again.

Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON THOUGHT. Jesus our wisdom,

Talk about the beautiful temple Solomon had built.
Speak of some famous building which is talked of far
and near, and lead children to see that this temple
would not only-me"e Solomon’s name known among
other nations, but would make known the name of the
God of heaven, for whose worship it was buflt.

Make square for Jerusalem on the board. At a dis-
tant point outline a country, in which print ** Arabia.”
Tell that this was a rich and beautiful country, about
fifteen hundred miles from Jerusalem. Speak of the

queen of that country, her great possessions, her power
and knowledge, and her dissatisfled spirit. She wanted
to know what came after this, and who could give her
real happiness in this life. She had 1 of Solomon
and his God, and she said, ** T will go und learn about
the God of heaven,” Show that she was not afraid to
take a long, hard journey, to hear about God and heav-
enly things. Sometimes we think it hard to have to go
to church, may be. Make with flat erayon a path from
Jerusalem to Arabia. Tell that here was a desert,
there a wilderness, There were many robbers on the
way. The queen could not hurry along in the steam-
cars, or ride in fast sailing boats. Pin up a picture of a
Tell that she bad to ride on this slow moving
animal, and it must have taken her more than two
months to get there? Was she not a brave, earnest
woman ?

Deseribe her visit to King Solomon : the presents she
brought, the hard questions she asked, and the wisdom
which she found in Solomon.

A | Print ** A greater than Solo-

mon."” Let children name the

\ GREATER\; wisest of all Kings. The queen
| of 8heba found more than she
expected. Those whoseek King
Jesus find richer treasures of
wisdom and love than they had
thought. Sing a verse of ** The
| half was never told.”

Our gifts to Jesus. What
can we bring to our King? Make a pair of scales on
the board. On one side put * our hearts,” ** our work,”
** our mon On the other, weighing these down, put
the cross, with * Love™ printed on it, ** Wisdom,"
*Truth,” and ** Eternal Life."

Who will choose to-da; Again tell the sweet story
of the willingness of Jesus to give us royal gifts, and
urge upon little hearts an early and wise choice.

Blackboard.

DIRECTIONS. Outline the heart with crimson erayon,
the crown with bright yellow, the words around it with
white ; the sentence draw with light blue.

EXPLANATION. After speaking of the events in the
lesson for to-day, call for the Golden Text, and bring
out the facts as to who sald these words, and why they
were said. Also have some one relate the eircum-
stances connected with the Saviour saying, ** Consider
the llies,”

APPLICATION. Solomon was a great king, enthroned
in a magnificent palace, but Christ, my King, is greater,
enthroned in my heart,

e
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Berean Mecthods.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
1. Select from the class a geographer. Let him draw
a rough map of Solomon's dominions and their sur-
rouadiags, carefully locating Sheba ; tell what is known
about that country, its peculiar source of wealth, the
characteristics of its people. Any hrief deseription of

the ** Yemen,” or ** Arabia Felix "' might be read to the |

class with profit.
60. 63 Jer. 6. 20; Ezek. 27, 22, 23; 88, 13; Matt. 12, 423
Luke 11. 81. 2, Select a biographer, or committee on
persons, to portray Solomon and the queen. If some brief
but weird Oriental legend concerning either queen or
king could be told, it would add interest. Bring out the
characteristics of Solomon (apart from his superhuman
wisdom) ; this lesson exhibits several, love of display,
for example. Find out what sort of woman the queen
of Sheba was, as evidenced by the impressions she re-
ceived ; what led her to make this journey ; what caused
her great astonlshment ; what was her estimate of the
sources of happiness enjoyed by Solomon’s servants.
What a person admires I8 a pretty sure index to his
character. 3. Have the lesson read, as far as possible,
between the lines. Deduce Jesus's moral from it: A
GREATER THAN SOLOMON I8 HERE.

References, FREEMAN. Ver. 1: * Hard questions,”
234, Vers. 2and 10: Presents, 6+. Ver. 5: Cup-bea -
ers, 378, Ver.12: Harps, 61; psalteries, 432 .. Fos-
TER'S CYCLOPEDIA.  Prose, 1797, 1804, 3349-3376.  Ver.
1: Prose, 3414; Poetical, 1258, Vers. 1-10: Poetical,
1258, 3088, 4007, 4008,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Seeker After Truth.

I. A GENTILE SEERER.
When the queen of Sheba heard. v. 1.
** Gentiles shall come. ..and kings." Isa. 60, 3,
** Also to the Gentiles,” Acts 11, 18,
II. A NouLe SEEKRER.
The queen of Sheba. ...came. v. 1.
** A eunuch of great authority.” Acts 8, 27,
** Not many mighty....noble.” 1 Cor. 1. 26,
III. A Dru1GeNT SEERER.
She came to Jerusalem. v, 2,
* From the uttermost parts." Matt, 12, 42,
** Give diligence ...calling.” 2 Pet. 1, 10,
IV. AN AsPIRING SEERER.
Concerning the name of the Lord. v. 1,
** Seeking goodly pearls,” Matt, 13, 46,
** Flrst, the kingdom of God.” Matt. 6, 33,
V. AN OPEN-HEARTED SEEKER,
All that was in her heart. v. 2.
** Casting all your care upon him." 1 Pet. 5, 7.
** Lack wisdom ...ask of God." James 1. 5,
VI. A Sveckssron SEERER,
Solomon told her all. v.8,
**8eek and ye shall find.” Matt, 7. 7.
** God hath revealed....unto us,” 1 Cor. 2. 10,
VII. A GRATEFUL SEEKER.
The half was not told me, v. 7.
** With the mouth....confession.” Rom., 10, 10,
** Shall not be ashamed." Isa. 49, 23,
VIII. A Gexerovs SeEgER,

Refer to Psa. 72, 1565 Job 6. 19; Isa. |

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
A Few Disconnected Observations,

1. Few people really seek wisdom. The queen of
Sheba made this long and arduous journey to Solomon,
not apparently to learn of him, but to puzzie him.
Many of the questions propounded, much of the advice
asked, in these latter days, has no higher motive. The
effort is not to know, but to be smart ; not to teach, but
to make points; not to learn, but to engage in a profit-
less intellectual duel. The seribes and Pharisees who
strove to “entangle " Jesus were of a piece with the
queen of Sheba, and with nine-tenths of the men who
are ready to exchange opinions with you. Beware of
them, and imitate them not.

2. The material always makes the deepest impres-
sion on superficial minds. To the queen of Sheba, the
** glory of Solomon * seems to have arranged itself in a
climax. His wisdom must be great since she could not
puzzle him ; the house that he had built was greater ; that
was surpassed by his magnificent table service ; that, by

| the apparel of bis servants; and that, by the splendor

of his court.  When she saw the magnificence of this

| richest of monarchs put in processional display she

i
|
i
|

She gave the king. v..10, |
** Gentiles minister. ... carnal things," Rom. 15,27, |
** Enriched. . ..to all bountifulness,” 2 Cor, 9, 11,

Vor XXI.—12,

fainted. His wisdom had only made her long to ask
him riddles, but the rich livery of his servants made her
say in humility, **The half of thy wisdom was never
told.” There are plenty of queens of Sheba now.

3. Wisdom is beyond rubies. Not knowledge, but
wisdom. The queen made a big blunder when she ut-
tered the words contained in the eighth verse. Men
who continually hear wisdom are not necessarily any
happier than other men. The advantage is in practice.
He who knows two things, and takes advantage of his
knowledge, 1s a happler man, more prosperous, more
noble, than he who knows five thousand, but does not
mold his ideas and life by his knowledge.

HOME READINGS,
M. Solomon and the queen of Sheba. 1 Kings 10, 1-13,
7. Solomon's greatness, 1 Kings 4. 25-34,
W. Solomon’s judgment, 1 Kings 3. 16-28,
Th. Excellency of wisdom. FEeel. 7. 11-19,
F. Wisdom from above. James 3, 13-18,
8. Wise unto salvation. 2 Tim, 3. 10-17,
8. A greater than Solomon, Luke 11, 20-36,

GOLDEN TEXT.

She came from the uttermost parts of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold,
a greater than Solomon is here, Matt, 12, 42,

TIME.— 992 B, (.

PLACE.—Jerusalem,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— Accountability.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 118, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace,

No. 122, Dominion Hymnal,

Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear,

No. 142, Dominion Hymnal,

With joy we lift our eyes
To those bright realins above,

t
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1 love to tell the story.
Seeds of promise.
1 love to sing the story.
The call for reapers,
Gatner them in.
Tell it out among.
Blest be the tie.
How happy every child.
Come with rejoicing.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Queen,
Who was the queen of Sheba ?
In what quarter of the world did Jesus say she lived ? !

Matt. 12, 42, |
What custom common among Orientals is suggested

by verse 17
. What does this Visit show in regard to Solomon’s
ame ?

What act of the king might have brought him into her
notice ¥ Chap. 9. 26.

What was the character of her country? ver. 2.

Wi at were the things which she saw ?

What was the ascent to the house of the Lord?
er Wonder,
‘What was the effect of her observations on herself ?
What was the character of her words to Solomon?
What commentary was only.a few years later fur-

2. Her Wonder, v, 6-9.

What did the queen say about a report which had
reached her land ¥

When did she first believe the report ?

How fully had she heard the truth?

What did she say about the King's servants ?

To whom did she aseribe Solomon's prosperity ?

Why had the Lord thus honored him?

3. Her Gifts, v, 10-13,
What gifts did the queen give to Soloraon ?
What king also brought gifts ?
What treasures were brought from Ophir?
To what use were the almug trees put 4
Where then did the queen go?
wwmbnt better gift does our King ask of us? Prov.

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That God keeps his prowmises ?
2. That prosperity is God's gift ?
8. That € » honors those who honor him?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Find some reference to the queen of Sheba in three

other books of the Bible.
Find a promise made to Solomon which this lesson

shows to have been fulfllled.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
What did the Lord give to Solomon? Wixdom and

nished on verse 87 1 Kings 12, 4.

Did this queen understand the nature of the worship
of thetrue God ? 4

Would not such a worship as Solomon’s, in offerings
and sacrifices, seem like a magnificent idolatry ?

What corroboration of the magnificence of the temple
equipment does later history give ¥ Ezra 1. 7-11.
3. Her Gifts.

‘What Oriental custom still remaining is suggested by
verses 10 and 137

What illustration of the prodigality of kingsin giving
was once afterward given in Israel's history? 2 Kings

5.

ental monarchies ?

riches,
Who heard of his great fame ? The queen of Sheba.
Where did she live? In a far distant country.
What did she determine to do? To visit solomon.
G“:.hnt had she been told? That he knew the true
od,
‘What did she bring to Jerusalem with her? Many
costly presents,
How did she try Solomon ? With hard questions.
How did Solomon answer her ? Very wisely.
What did the queen see ? ‘That Solomon was very
great and wise,
What had she not believed? In his riches and wis.

.Whnt was the condition of the people in tiese Ori- | dom,
? What did she say? That the half had not been

What light on the causes of their condition do such in- | told,
What did she give to Solomon? Gold and spices

cidents give ?

What is always the effect of concentration of wealth | und preclous stones.

in the hands of the few ?
Practieal Teachings.

Here is fllustration of the lesson of Jesns: “To him
that hath shall be given.” There were many lepers in

Israel : no gifts for them.
Jesus taught the great lesson from this visit :
The queen visited Solomon and !"e\'eI;‘vm'wl him ;

‘What did Solomon give to her ? Costly presents,
What else did be give her? Words of truth,
What s better than gold and silver? ‘'he knowl.
edge of God,

Whai should we love to give away? The truth
about God.

Words with Little People,
Solomon gave

*I am greater than ) you rever
him ?

Homage for the king ! But let the king be Jesus.

The queen saw Solomon’s riches.

Have you seen the riches of Christ?

She sww the power of Solomon.

Have you you felt the power of Christ's love?

Hints for Home Stuly.

1. To understand Solomon’s prwer read the story of
his life in 2 Chron. If you can get stanley's History of

9

The queen gave
Gold, Love,
Spices ‘Wisdom,
Precic s stones. Truth.

“ My fruit is better than gold." Prov. 8. 10,

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)
1. From whence did Jesus say the queen of Sheba

the Jewish Church, read about Solomon in vol. 2. pp. camor From the uttermost parts or the earth,

337455,
2. Do not fail to read the remainder of chapter 10.

3. Write from your study a brief story of Solomon's

life.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, | L ont9 Ine

1. The Queen, v, 1-5,
What queen i here referred to?
What had she heard about Solomon ?
For what purpose did she visit Jerusalem ?
What presents did she bring ?
Concerning what did she question the king ?
Vhat is said of Solomon’s rej

]M—WT. or in Geikie's Hours with the Bible, vol. 3, pp.

2. For woat did she come? To test Solomon’s
wisdom.

3. What was her own testimony of him and his king-
dom? ** The half has not been told.™

4. How does Jesus say she will appear in the judg-
1on of his g i

5. What will be the basis of that condemnation?
«She came from the uttermost,” ete.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

56. Does God care for you?
1 know that Ife cares for me, and watches over me

aply ?
What eight evidences of Solomon's glory did the always by His Providence,

queen see ?
How was she affected by what she saw ?
What says the GOLDEN TEXT about this aueon?
What ** greater " King is here meant ?

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my m-’;' and 1 will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever,

—Psalm xxiil, 6,
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Authorized Version.
P Kings 11.4-13.  [Commit to memory verses 9-11.]

01’ | 4 For it came to pass, when Sol’o-
N PﬁRFECT mon was old, that his wives turned |
away his heart after other gods : and |

his heart was not perfect with the
LoRD his God, as was the heart of |

SI” Da’vid his father, |

5 For Sol’o-mon went after Ash’to-
reth the goddess of the Zi-do/ni-ans,
and after Mil’'com the abomination
of the Am’mon-ites,

6 And Sol’o-mon did evil in the sightof the Lorp, and
went not fully after the Lorp, as did Da’vid his
father,

7 Then did Sol’o-mon build a high place for Che/mosh,
the abomination of Mo‘ab, in the hill that is before Je-
ru'sa-lem, and for Mo’lech, the abomination of the chil-
dren of Am’mon.

8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which
burnt incense, and sacriflced unto their gods,

# And the LORD was angry with Sol’o-mon, because
his heart was turned from the LOrD God of Isia-el,
which had appeared unto him twice,

10 And had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not
that which the LORD commanded.,

1 Wherefore the Lorp said unto Sol’o-mon, Foras-
much as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my
covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will
give it to thy servant,

12 Notwithstanding, in thy days I will not do it for Da’-
vid thy father’s sake: hut I will rend it out of the hand
of thy son,

13 Howbeit T will not rend away all the kingdom ; but
will give one tribe to thy son for Da’vid my servant’s
sake, and for Je-ru’sa-lem's sake which I have chosen.

LESSON XI. SOLOMON’S FALL.

[Dee. 15,
Revised Version,

4 For it came to pass, when Sol’o-mon was old, that
his wives turned away his heart after other gods :
and his heart was not perfect with the Lorp his God,

5 as was the beartof Da’vid his father. For Sol’o-mon
went after Ash’to-reth the goddess of the Zi-do’ni-
ans, and after Mil'com the abomination of the Am’-

6 mon-ites.  And Sol’o-mon did that which was evil in
the sight of the LorD, and went not fully after the

| T Lorn, as did Da’vid his father., Then did Solo-mon

build an high place for Che/mosh the abomination of
Mo’ab, in the mount that is before Je-ru’sa-lem, and
for Mo’lech the abomination of the ehildren of Aw-
8 mon. And so did he for all his strange wives, which
burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods,
9 And the Lorp was angry with Sol’o-mon, because
his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God
10 of Isra-el, which had appeared unto him twice,
and had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods: but he
kept not that which the Lorp commanded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Sol’o-mon, Forasmuch
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my
covenant and my statutes, which I have ¢ mmanded
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and
12 will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy
days I will not do it, for Da’vid thy father’s sake : but
13 1 will rend it out of the hand of thy son. Howbeit [
will not rend away all the kingdom ; but I will give
one tribe to thy son, for Da’vid my servant's sake,
and for Je-ru’sa-lem’s sake which I have chosen,

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Verse 4. When Solomon was old. That is, when |
age began to show itself upon his person. It does not
appear that he attained to the good old age of his |
father. He was probably not over twenty at his acces- |
sion, so that he would not have been far from sixty at |
the time of his death. His wives turned awny his heart.
How could it have been otherwise, with Egyptian, |
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Phenician, and Canaanite i
wives and concubines in his palace? See verse 1 of |
this chapter, Other gods. Those mentioned in the
next verse, As....David. David was guilty of de-|
plorable sins, but his profe i and humilia- |
tion, his confession and cry to Jehovah, led to his par- ‘
don and restoration, and up to the last he maintained
his loyalty and devotion to his God, i

3. Ashtoreth. The female, as Baal was the male,
divinity of the Phenicians, of whom the Zidonians
were a colony, so called from their famous city of Zidon,
on the sea~coast north of Tyre. Mileom. The same as |
“Molech™ in verse 7, and sometimes written also
* Moloch,” the fire-god of the Ammonites, From
heing worshiped by human sacrifices (Lev. 18, 2D |
it might well be spoken of as an abom ation, that is, |
an object of loathing and abhorrence, to the per |

plies that he a formal
but it was not a full-hearted service.

7. Build a hizh place. Worship in high places was
tolerated when there was no house of God yet builded
(1 Kings 3. 2), but it was fraught with many dangers, for
it brought the people into harmony with certain forms
of heathen idolatry. It was a heathen superstition that
hill-tops were nearer heaven than other places, and
therefore more suitable for wosship. Chemosh. The
national deity of the Moabites, as Molech was of the
Ammonites. Chemosh appears also to have been wor-
shiped by the Ammonites (Judg. 11. 24), and was wor
shiped by human sacrifices. See 2 Kiogs 8, 27, Hill .
before Jerusalem. That is, the Mount of Olives,
which rises immediately on the east of Jerusalem, and
80 would be directly before one who looked toward the
sun-rising.

8. Likewise did he for all. He made no diserim-
ination in favor of one as against another. Probably
most of his strange wives were worshipers of one or
another of the deities named above, and in erecting
altars to Ashtoreth, Molech, and Chemosh he provided
for the women of other foreign nations besides Zido-

ing of Jehovah,

of Jehovah. How far Solomon went after these forms
of fdolatry is not made very clear, He probably did not
forsdke the worship of Jehovah as his own God and the
Giod of Israel, or renounce the religious customs of his
people, but rather tolerated other worships, and so gave
the weight of imperial patronage to the gods of the
hieathen, and gave out of his own treasures to support a
worship that was contrary to the law of God,

6. Did evil. This is the il to de-

nians, A and Which burnt in.
cense. The burning of incense, compounded of vari-
ous aromatic spices, and giving forth a fragrant per-
fume, formed a part of the religious worship of most
ancient nations, and seems to have been the symbol of
prayer and worship acceptable to God,

9. The Lord was angry. No explanation that is at
all faithful to the repeated statements of this kind in the
Bible can fail to note that the divine nature is intensely

note the disloyalty to Jehovah and toleration of idolatry
which distinguished so many of the kings of Judah and
Israel. Comp. 1 Kings 15, 25, 26, 34; 16, 25, 80; 2 Kings
3.2: 18, 2; 21, 2. Went not fully after. This im-

to all sin. It is no imperfection in God that he
has a burning wrath against the wicked: rather it
would be a violation of his holiness to assume that he is
not angry with the sinner. In God such holy indigna-

tion is a passion as pure as love, Appeared unto him

S -
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twice. Namely, at Gibeon and at Jerusalem, as de-
seribed in 1 Kin 5,and 9. 2,

10, Had ev janded him. As, for example, in
chap. 9, at the second appearance, when he warned him
and the other people against going after other gods,
ree D, 69,

11. The Lord sald unto Solomon. In what man-
r:er or by whom we are not told, but very probably by the
ministry of the prophet Ahijab, the Shilonite, who I8
mentioned in the twenty-ninth verse of this chapter. 1
will....rend the kingdom from thee, How similar this
prophetic word to that of Samuel, when he said to the
disobedient Saul, ** The Lord hath rent the kingdom of
srael from thee this day, and hath given it toa neighbor
of thine that is better than thou.” 1 Sam. 15, 28, Thy
wervant. Jeroboam, son of Nebat, who is introduced
‘a8 one of Solomon’s adversaries in verse 26 of this chapter,

and who subsequently headed the revolt of the ten |
| which are really ** nothing in the world (1Cor.8.4),and

| yet which are invested by their worshijers with attri-

tribes.
12. Not. ._for David thy father’s sake. It wasone

of the pledges made to David that his house and Kingdom
should continue forever. Even the sins of his posterity
should not nullify this promise, although such individual

transgressors should be severely chastened. See 2 Sam. |
| of disintegration. of loosening, before the rock falls from

7.12-16.

13. Not... all the kingdom. It isnot tobe & revolu-
tion, but a secession, a revolt of ten tribes to form a rival
kingdom of Israel. One tribe to thy son. Namely,

that of Judah; and it became the kingdom of Judah. |
| Phe second is marked in verse 3: **His wives turned away

| his heart.” He grew cold in the service of God, and

Although the tribe of Benjamin adhered to Judah (see
1 Kings 12. 21), and many individuals out of other tribes

| godly company, the fall has begun. There is no deeper
| descent than from the house of God to the **tents of

wickedness.”

Suppose we take our stand to-day on the slope of
Mount Moriah, looking eastward over the brook Kidron
to the Mount of Olives—what do we see? Two build-
ings, or ** high places,” rising before our eyes, one, pi
haps, completed, the other Just begun. What ave they ¥
Places for heathen worship; shrines of idols **Ashtoreth,
the goddess of the Zidonians,” and Milcom, Moloch,
the **abomination ™ (that is, idol) of the A.monites.
They are erected here—right in front of the place which
God had chosen to ** place his name there * —by command
of the king of Israel. And this is the very man who
some years before caused the erection of the temple of
Jehovah which rises behind us! To begin with the wor-

| ship of the one God, who ereated all things and who

rules all hings, and go on to the worship of vain idols—

butes befitting evil spirits (1 Cor. 10, 20)—what adescent !
We see at once that there has been a fall, a moral and
spiritual fall of tremendous extent,

But how did it come about ? There must be a process

its lofty eminence. And no man ever takes an unpre-
pared leap from the heights to the depths. The first step of

| Sotomon’s fall is given in verses 1, 2. It was the neglect

of God's law for the gratification of his own passions.

(see 2 Chron. 11, 13-17) came and strengthened the house | eager in the ways of sin. The further descent is pointed

of Judah, yet they all soon became S0 absorbed in the one
powerful tribe that they Jost their tribal distinctness.

out in verses 4-8. To please these heathen women he
adopted the worship of their idols, and thus the fall was

In Solomon’s fall we have many itic
1. The moral danger of a life of wealth and luxury.
2. The manifold mischief and evil of polygamy.

3. The impropriety of marrying one of a different |

faith and religion.

4. The patronizing of other gods is a culpable leaning

to idolatry.

5. Ruch patronage was virtually a disloyalty that made

the worship of Jehovah of none effect.

6. All attempt at neutrality in religion is practioal |
“He that is not with me is | fell. And now we read of noappearance of the Lord to

: his unfaithful servant, but of an anpouncement of com-

hostility to the true God.
against me," ete.

7. The piety of a saintly father conferring benefits on

suceessive generations of his children,

8. Personal obedience and plety the wmnnent condi-

tion of the divine favor.

Finglish Teacher’s Notes.

STANDING at the base of a cliff youmay sometimes see
Iving elose to you a rocky mass imbedded in the sand,
which evidently had not been there always. Once it
crowned the heights above, Jooking firm and unassail- |
able, but its supports have given way, and here it lies

far below. You can see there has been a fall.

Was it to be a moral and spiritual fall only? No; the
temporal fall, thechangein outward circumstances from
prosperity to adversity, was bound to follow, according
tothe word of the Lord. 2 8am. 7. 14. On two former
occasions Jehovah had appeared to Solomon—onee to
offer him his choice of good gifts, a second time to prom-
fse him blessing and prosperity. But both times a warn-

| ing had heen given (1 Kings 3. 143 9, 6, ete.)—the second

time distinctly against the sin into which Solomon

ing trouble ; whether addressed to him immediately, or

| through the medium of a prophet, we are not told.
| There was to be a fall of the splendid kingdom which

Solomon ruled. It was to be dismembered, and the
unity and strength which had commanded the respect

: and fear of all the neighboring nations was to have an

end. Already the elements were at work which were to
fssue in this result, See chap. 12, 4. There was merey
mingled with the judgment (vers. 12, 1), but the out-
ward fall was to be commensurate witn the moral one.
But who that has enjoyed the advantages and pivi-
Jeges of &olomon would fall as low as he did¥ If there
| s one who {hus reasons with regard to himself, he is the
| one for whose sake the Holy Spirit of God inspired Paul

1 remember seeing an old man earning his living by | y o
- 5 8, W d once been the head of a | to wnite the words of our Golden Text : Let bim that
eerans 504 06 Jobs, WO B S | thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”

Jarge business, with many men employed under him. 1t |
was a great change of position. Here, too, had heen a
fall. owing, I believe, merely to circumstances, and not

to any fault on the part of the man himself.

But we may see, oceasionally, much deeper falls.
Men and women who once held a good position in so-
clety are sometimes found in the haunts of beggary and
misery. And it is usually some moral fall whichhasled | m
to this. When a young man, who once walked among | on the
the servants of God, i8 found in careless, worldly, un-

Cambridge Notes.
1 Kings 11. 4-13.

ToE fall of Solomon, as that of David, is completely
passed over by the chronicler. His compilation was
ade af a time when the national religion had entered
final stage which we associate with the name of
Judaism—earnest to bigotry, passionately devoted to
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the externals of the ancestral faith, and idolizing the
heroes of the past with a blindness which resolved to
forget their faults, The inspiration of the Book of
Chronicles came through priestly channels: **there is
no more any prophet.” The annals of the kings show
the breadth of view characteristic of the prophetic or-
der. Solomon and his far greater sire were men, and
like men they fell ; that the people of God might realize
that for them alone, of all the nations, the Golden Age

-know nothing certain about him.

tion to Ashtoreth, VER. 6, Fully. Comp. Josh. 14, 8,
Num. 14, 24, VER. 7. High place. See note on chap.
3. 3 (Nov. 24).  Chemosh. Worshiped also by the
Ammonites (Judg. 11. 24), who were akin to Moab, We
The hill. Olivet.
Its name, Mons Offensionis, arising from this event,

| was to be recalled among scenes which flxed ASSO-

was in the future, when a King should rule in right- |

eousness, endowed with David’s tenderness and Solo-
mon’s wisdom, but free from all that made them but
broken lights of him.

VERSE 4. Solomon's fatal concession to the polygamy
which cost his father so dear was encouraged by polit-
ical considerations. A monarch so fond of pomp would
be strongly tempted to surpass his neighbors in the size

of his harem, while the alliance with so many royal |
houses was a bond of friendship with nations around. |

The numbers given are not certainly reliable, though
supported by Josephus and the LXX. and paralleled in
the annals of the East. A nearly contemporary poet
(Sol. Song 6. 8) speaks of sixty queens and eighty concu-
bines, which is much more p : seven hund

clations of a very different character on the hill. Comp.
Matt, 26, 81. VER. 8. All. Pharaoh's daughter had
not asked for a temple, and probably worshiped Je-
hovah. Most of the princesses would woiship either
Molech, Ashtoreth, or Chemosh, so the number of
shrines added to these would not be large. VER. 9.
Twice. Chap. 3. 5, and 9. 2, This last tremendous
warning suggests he was already in danger; so higha

| privilege was now forfeited. The message of verse 11

was clearly through a prophet. VEg. 10, Commanded.
Comp. chap. 6. 12, and 9. 6. VR, 11. Is with thee.
(Margin) Comp. Job 10, 13, Kept my covenant. How
Jehovah kept the covenant he had deigned to make, all
Solomon’s history showed. Rend. Comp. ver. 30, also
18am, 15. 28, which reminds us that * stubbornness is
as idolatry,” d Saul as idol

** princesses ** would be hard to find, unless the title was
given very freely. Old. Not actually, for he died at
about sixty. Solomon was not more than forty
or so when the temple was finished, and probably in
less than ten years his “'strange wives '’ succeeded in
undermining the weakened resolution of a man old be-
fore his time. His wives. The few favorites: the
majority of the state harem would hardly ever see the
king. Comp, the warning in Josh. 23, 12 8qgq. Perfect.
See chap. 8. 61, and note, Solomon's sin was not
abandoning or persecuting Jehovah's worship; no
doubt the temple services were carried on with un-
¢ i lendor. But h will beall in all, or
nothing, and Solomon's worship was worse than thrown
away. VER. 5. After. Comp, Deut, 6, 14, Ashtoreth.
See note on 1 8am. 7.3. No commentary could compare
in vividuess, and hardly even in accuracy, with the
magnificent passage in Paradise Lost describing the
fallen angels, who, according to medigeval belief (comp.
Psa. 106, 37), animated these idols of Canaan. (This
mainly applies to those of this passage; the poet's
fancy produced his Mammon, Belial, and Beelzebub.)

Goddess, The LXX., whose text in this part differs

considerably in order from our Hebrew, leaves out
verse 5, and adds **Astarte the abomination of the
Sidonians™ at the end of verse 7. The change seems
probable, and spares our asking why Ashtoreth should
be called a *““deity” while Chemosh and Molech are
** abominations.”
Malcham (Zeph. 1. 5), all being varieties of the word
for “'king.” He is probably mentioned in 2 Sam. 12.
30 (see margin), as deity of the Ammonites, Those who
would realize the horror of these heathen cults—and it
is worth while to try, if we would understand the isola-
tion divinely appointed for Israel—will find the Molech-

worship most vividly presented in Dr. Hubert Parry's |

magnificent oratorio ** Judith.” Milton's grim deseription
needs modifying only in his referencé to ** drums and
timbrels loud,” which were imported into the traditions
from a probably false popular etymology of Tophet, a
name of the valley of Hinnom (Gehenna ; see note on
Mark 9. 43, March 10), where the children were sacri-
ficed to the ghastly idol.
statue of the fire-god received the children in its arms,
whence they slipped down into the furnace kindled

Milcom, also Molech (ver. ) and |

Servant. Comp. vers, 26-28, VEr. 12,
Comp. Chap. 21. 29. This divine forbearance to an
erring son for the sake of a righteous father is hardly
(as Lumby says) *‘promised in the Second Command-
ment," which seems rather to promise blessing to a

of “r " desc We have ex-
amples of this blessing for others’ sake in Gen. 18, 26,
ete.; Exod. 33. 17; Mark 2. 5. VER. 13, One tribe.
Judah was so powerful that “little Benjamin was
counted with it, especially as Jerusalem belonged to
‘“both ™ the tribes. For David's....and for Jerusa-
lem’s sake. These are to be closely connected. The
line of David, the chosen king, should ever reign in
Jerusalem, the chosen city, until the Heir of promise
came,

The Liesson Council.

Question 11. What were the causes of Solomon’s
fall, and how far did he fall ?

1. In his prosperity he became disobedient to God,and
sought happiness in pleasure and sensual delights. 2. To
please his idolatrous wives he 1 the worship of
their gods, and fell himself into idolatry, 8. The dis-
tance of his fall was from Jehovah to Chemosh and Mo-
lech; from a right to a wrong heart; from the favor to
the displeasure of God. 4. * Wateh and pray, that ye
enter not into temptation.”~ Rev. L. €. Queal, D.D.

How unsparing this memorial! 1. He began his fall
where most do, by ** trimming.” 1If not precisely for-
bidden, his marriage into Pharaoh’s family was risky.
2. He was politic, and would by marriages tie the na-

| tions to himself, but **him did outlandish avomen cause
, Wsin,” 3. He became in religion a ** liberal.” patron-

It is said that the brazen

within the hollow figure. And yet the victims were |
happy if dedication to Molech saved them from dedica- | the author of Proverbs and of that prayer lost forever ?

izing the “‘genetic faiths,” ereating heathen sanctu-
aries in sight of Jehovah's temple, as has a modern min-
ister set over his pulpit ** Socrates Jesus, Shakespeare ;"
**and the Lord was angry.” 4. He disobeyed the written
prohibition, and ** multiplied horses, forty thousand
stalls,” “multiplied to himself gold,” and was
*drowned in destroction.” How far did he fall?
1. From that bright vision at Gibeon and that ** second
vision, in forty years to prove ** the wisest, the greatest,
and the meanest " of the kings of Israel. 2, From the
angust scene and the matehless prayer of dedication to
old age under the black cloud of divine anger, 3. Was
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Even the Lord has uot told; but, when last seen, Solo-
mon's face was toward hell. Rev. Isaae Crook, D.D.

If endowment and opportunity be a just measure of
moral distances, Solomon fell into the very depths.
That out of them he ecried unto the Lord and was sated
all hope, some believe, none living know. He fell be-
cause ** his heart was turned away from the Lord God of
Israel.”  An averted heart will drag into infamy even
geniusand wisdom. In outward correspondence with this
apostasy of heart were ostentatious extravagance, the
maintenance of a seraglio, the toleration of the fmmoral |
and idolatrous practices of heathen religions, and the |
development of despotism. His course destroyed purity
of life, simplicity of faith, the sacredness of the family,
and the true theocracy. He failed through a conspie
wous neglect of his owp profound maxims of life.—Rev.
F. M. North.

—

Lies<on Word=FPicture.

WHERE is Solomon: the king that had & wonderful
dream one night : that, standing by a great altar, dedi-
cated a grand temple; whose ascent to the house of God
a queen of Sheba thought so wonderful 7 Yes; where

[Dec. 15.

I

brutal idol, when idolaters are thumping their horrid
fnstruments of musie, when Solomon's wives are at
their fdolatrous anties before the beastly Molech, then
a voice thunders in Solomon’s ears, * 1 will surely rend
the kingdom from thee ! ™

He looks up in wonder, this old, gray-haired, idol-
atrous monarch, He knows who spoke. He turns
away his eyes in shame. Does he bow his head in the
bitterness of repentance ?

—_—

Blackboard.

(ROOKED PATH

jshe? Rather, where will he be? What will he come
to? Forlook! Who comes through the gates, one en-
tering withe all the pomp of Sheba's queen, a big,
swarthy band of idolaters with her? That is proud
Pharaoh’s daughter; Solomon's bride. O king, was
that done wisely ?

Who come now, with all that rough, barbarous troop
of Zidonians who peep out of their veils with won-
dering, owl-like eyes? And what is it the leading
beauty clasps in her hands? An image of Ashtoreth,
the Zidonian god! These are Zidonian women 3 wives
for the great king! O Solomon, Solomon, look where
you stand !

And here {8 another band of travelers. By their jab-
ber you can tell that they are Ammonites. Peeping
from behind those veils are female Ammonites. One
of them in her seclusion is Kissing a hateful idol —that
Ammonite abomination, Molech. She and her compan-

fons are going to a Hebrew home to be welcomed in |

marriage. Alas! But other idolatresses are trooping
through Jerusalem's streets, and all alight in Solomon’s
court-yards! Can the King stand on this slippery
ground ?

The years go by. And now, where is that wise, de-

vout monarch who bullt a temple-wonder? He has not |

been seen in Jerusalem for a long while. But here is
an old monareh. Wrinkles are in his face. Gray hairs
are under his crown. Hestoops. But what is this old
king doing ?

He has given orders fora singular structure in the
hill before Jerusalem. The workmen steadily build it
up. This gray-haired, wrinkled old king watches the
work. Did amy one see him go into the temple this
morning? Any long train of sacrifices moving that
way nowadays? May be; but, if so, that old king's

heart is not there. It is here—where this high place is |

going up that God I_mu's. here where old Molech is leer-
ing down at his worshipers, here where the King's
wives are sereaming and cutting themselves, bowing
and dancing! And this old King is prostrating himself
also! But who is it? The Solomon that one day,
through idolatrous alliances in marriage, let temptation
like a flood into Jerusalem ; the same Solomon to whom
of old God spake the words of midnight blessing !

Hark !

The time comes when God speaks again. Is it at
night? 1s it in the calm of the early morning? Per-
haps some day when be is humbling himsell before a

AND TO WHERE IT LED.

DIRECTIONS. Write the upper and lower sentence all
| in one color. The path and the letters making the
| words * Solomon’s 8in," write with dark red chalk.

l EXPLANATION. We are commanded to walk in the

straight and narrow way. Sin makes a crooked path.
| The very beginning of sin is crooked. The path leads
| to shame and sorrow. The right road is plain and
| straight. Keepin the middle of it; donot wander away
| like Solomon, Little sins grow fast, and stray feet wan=

" der far. Sins are social, and soon become familiar.

* Wateh and fight and pray,
The battle ne'er give o'er.”

|
Primary and Intermediate.

l

| wLrsson Tuouvent. What Sin can do,

Review. Print **Solomon," and question about him.
| Whose son washe? When was he made king? How
| had the Lord blessed him . ete.

Now Solomon had been king for thirty or thirty-five
years. He wasfifty years old, perhapsa little more. This
lesson will show if he has been growing wise and strong
all these years,

With flat blue crayon make a broad perpendicular
column, above which print * God's Promise.” Help
the children to recall this promise, to whom made, at
what time, and upon what conditions. Make it clear
that Solomon had 22 real a part in the fulflimeht of the
promise as the Lord had. Tllustrate : Fred had a kind
papa, who loved to make his boy happy. But Fred was
often self-willed and disobedient. On Fred’s tenth

| birthday his father told him that if he would not dis-
| obey once or a whole month he wounld give him a
bieyele. This was something Fred wanted very much,
| and he tried hard for two whole weeks, Then, one day
he wanted to go skating when his father suid no. He
thought of his bieyele, but thought he could go and his
father would not know it. 8o he went, and the thin ice
| broke, and he came near drowning. Of course his
| father had to know it, and Fred did not get his bicycle,
Ask who broke the promise, Fred, or his father? In
| some such way make it clear that God's promises to us
| call for our co-operatibn,
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Run the eraser through the
middle of the blue column. In
| the clear space print ** Self.
| WIIL™  Fred broke his father's
| promise by taking his own way,
| and so lost the bicycle. Solo-
| mon took his own way, and
lost long life and God's favor,

Show an idol.  Tell that peo-
. ple all around Solomon were
King Solomon made friends of some of them,
This was wrong,

ENN

heathen.
and found pleasure in their company.
for he did it to please himself, not to please God. We
should not ** go in the way of sinners,” for they will try

to lead us in their way. Solomon went with them, and
even built altars for the worship of their gods, |

Tell how the Lord warned Solomon, and how, at last,
he told him that he would rend the kKingdom from him,
Sin caused all this trouble. Only JeSus can keep us |
from sin and Satan’s power,

Berean Methods,
The Teachers' Meeting,

The facts of this lesson lie on the surface, and need
but little elucidation. Spend most of the time in dnn\-
ing out the moral lessons it contains. 1.) The relation nf
prosperity to lurury. David’s wars had brought to |
Jerusalem a rich percentage of the wealth of surround-
ing nations. Solomon’s court had the gathered wealth
of many general’ ns and many races to use for * s]wutl-‘
ing money.” Luxury is always the next step after ac- |
cumulated riches, 2.) The relation of herury to idol-
alry. Idolatry in its last analysis is the dovotion of our
hearts to something else than God. Whether Chemosh, \
or Molech, or gold, or a United States senatorship, or a
new bonnet, or the success of a ball game be the object
of our absorbing desires, the idolatry is equally sinful.
The gathering together of the good things of this life
leads inevitably toward idolatry of heart (Mark 10. 24),
3.) 'The relation of self-conscious wisdom o foolhardi-
ness, Read the Golden Text. All history is a comment on
it. 4.) The relation of foolhardiness to ruin. 5.) Thede-
parture of God from the soul and the soul’s ruin are the |
same thing. 6.) The influence of parentage over the |
prosperity of offspring. |
References. FRepMAN.  Ver. 5: Ashtoreth, 304; ’
Mileom, 304, Ver. 7: Chemosh, 183: Molech, 163...
FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA.  Prose, 1453, 1471, 1971, 162-166,
2162-2167, 2160, 2171, 8526, 6532-6543, 11922, 11923, 11766,

ANALYTICAL AND BISLICAL OUTLINE.

Solom

’s Downward Steps,
I. A Divipep Hearr,

Not perfeet with the Lord. v. 4.

**No man ean serve two masters.’ Matt. 6, 24,
**How long halt ye 7 1 Kings 18. 21,
I1. S8ensvarn Lusrs,

His wives turned away his heart. v. 1.
*“*Solomon loved. .. .strange women.” 1 Kings 11. 1.
*The lust of the flesh.” 1 John 2. 16,

11, WorLoLy CoMpANIONSHIPS,
Did he for all hisstrange wives, v. 8.
** Be not conformed to this world.” Rom, 12. 2,
** Love not the world.” 1 John 2. 15,
IV. ReuiGrovs INDIFFERENCE,
Went after Ashtoreth. v. b,
**8halt have no other gods.” Exod. 20, 3,
* Worship the Lord thy God." Matt. 4, 10,

V. Loss o PriviLEGE,
I will.....vend the Kingdom, v, 11,
** Take....the talent from him." Matt, 25, 28,
*Good part....uot to be taken.” Luke 10, 42,

THOUGH'T'S FOR YOU) PEOPLE,
Falling from Grace,

1. Weare greatly influenced by our companions.
It was Solomon’s loving union with fdolatrous women
that led to his wicked worship of their idols,

2. Sin's first approaches ave plausible,  Even idol-
a S 1ot loathsome in its earliest appeals to the hu-
man heart.  We look from the outer standpoint on the
miserable little brass and stone images that the Hindoos
| worship, and we wonder how their hearts’ loyalty can
ever be turned to such ugly creations. But that is only
the outcome., If we had proceeded step by step from
the heathen Hindoo's standpoint, we should have come
out at the Hindoo’s goal. We look with horror at the
bloated face of the drunkard ; it is wonderful that any
one will drink the vile stuff that produces such results,
But if we start from the drunkard’s standpoint, enticed
by u few sips of spiced wine, and gradually iner
the dose as the unnatural desire increases within us,
\w shall eventually reach the drunkard's degradation.

« The higher the grace the greater the full. Paul
\hldh remembered, what we should never forget, that
the best of us, even after preaching the Gospel of
Christ, may become castaways.

4. God’s anger is proportioned to the willfulness of
our sin,

8. God's plans never change because of men’s way-
wardness.  David's family should still reign—the prom-
ises concerning the Messiah should be kept—in spite of
Solomon’s failure.

HOME READ

M. Solomon’'s fall. 1 Kings 11, 4- Il
T, Vanity of wealth, Ecel. 2. 1-11,

W. Wisdom of the world, 1 Cor, 3. llP’l

Th. Warning against idolatry. Deut, 7. 1-10,

F. Better than wisdom. Jer. 0. 12-16, and 23, 24,
S, Flesh and spirit.  Gal. 5. 14-26,

8. Take heed. 1 Cor. 10, 1-14.

GOLDEN TEXT,

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he tall, 1 Cor, 10, 12

TIME. 98¢ B. C.
PLACE.—Jerusalem,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Apostasy.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 100, Dominion Hymnal.

Yield not to temptation,

For yielding is sin,

No. 96, Dominion Hymnal,

To the work ! tothe work ! we are servants of God,

Let us follow the path where our Master has trod,
No. 88, Dominion Hymnal,

Rescue the perishing,
Care for the dying,

Hasten, sinner, to be wise,

Lord, at thy merey-seat.

Yield not to temptation.

Whiter than snow.

Will Jesus find us watching ?

Is my name written there?

0 God, my youth is thine,

Keep to the right.

From Greenland’s icy mountains,
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Over the ocean wave, For whose suke was the punishment delayed ?

Rescue the perishing. When would it surely come?
e 8 How much was spared for David's sake ?

Father, lead thy little children. For whe lxku is the Lord’s anger turned away from
us? Rou .
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, ‘ ‘Feachinzs of the Lessow,
1. The King's Folly. yhere in this lesson are we taught
vhat was the natural effect of Solomon’s luxurious w h',r.l r,«‘,“::,hi :,-'i:.i\-:“‘,.l,,lnl,i“#,:,,-.
life 7 2, That the hear ?
How did his court differ from that of other Oriental 3. That God will surely punish sin ?

monarchs ?
How did his court differ from that of David ?
To what sins did he become addicted ? 1 Learn what command of God Solomon violated in
What was the cause of his lapse from righteousness ? | marrying heathien wives,
Had this sin ever been forbidden ? Deut, 7. 8, 4; 23, lrnﬁnl lhni\\' many years passed before the kingdom
was divided.

H » Work for Young Berenns,

forms did he show his idolatry ? i SR A " .
s \\‘llv'.u name rei rined to mark the site of his folly QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
. The Lor nger, Where did heathen people still live? In Canaun.
‘\:'l:n\l\tl:stlnlw-nt h.:’ :I;I-‘Ilnm mmx lunlulr.\’ “‘Hlll“lmlnl'.l‘lt | \\‘ha:( |hu-‘l the Lord fu mmarded Israel?  Not to min-
Vha ‘asions J( B A appearc O zle w
him? (‘I‘mp. l‘ :.’: ol ft o } » ¥ bl
By what command had God _given him warning con-
cerning this sin? Chap. 9. 6, 7. |
What punishment was he to be made to suffer ? E

-6,
In what visit

id he say the heathen would turn them
e = 0d.

the Lord 7 King Solomon,

e take fram these heathen nations?

What would Solomon know that division must mean | sir.  wives,
for his kingdom ? From whom did they turn away his heart 7 From the
What was the one saving feature in the eoming doom ? | Lord,
How was this prophecy fulillled? Chap. 12. 16, 19, 20, What did he begin to do? ‘To woiship false gods.
o When did be do this? In his old age,
Practical Teachings, What did Solomon build? Temples for idol wor-
Solomon did not become wicked in his old age sud- | whip.

denly. He had been growing so for forty years. Who was angry with Solomon? The Lord.
Solomon tried to serve God and mammon. He failed. \\'ml had hffﬁ.m.-, n‘h-luln'- ord,
Men are still trying and still failing. What is always a great sin? Diso ence,
David sinned and bitterly repented.  Solomon sinned What dees the Lord always do? P in.
and never thought of repentance, What did the Lord say he would teke from Solomon ?

Had it not been for David's eredit, his son’s account | His kingdom,
would have been far overdrawn. It was David's ac- When did he say he would doit? After Solomon's
count that saved his kingdom. death.

Worldliness ruined Solomon. It will ruin every one For whose sake was he merciful to Solomon? For
on whom it fastens, David's sake.

S Wh o ! s 5
eyl s:;"u{;'gn,&:' him that thinketh he standeth take Word:‘ with Mm,lpmp,e‘
ESSONS FOR US.
Hints for Home Study. That to disobey the Lord is to fall into sin.
1. Study out the causes of Solomon’s fall. That evil companions lead us into evil ways,

2. Find what particular commandments there were That the Lord punishes sin because he loves the
against connection with the Ammonites, and the reasons sinner.

therefor. That he shows merey to us for our King Jesus® sake.
3. Locate the Hill of Offense, or Mount of Corruption,

as it was called. THE LESSON CATECHISM,
4. Learn the character of the worship of Ashtoreth. 1. What was the occasion of Solomon’s fall?  His

6: Find insmpm in after history of kings who fol- | heart was not perfect with God,
lowed Solomon’s example. 2. What form did his sins assume? He worshiped
gods,
. What was the effect on his character? It cor-
rapted and debased him,
. What was the effect on his kingdom? 1t caused

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The King's Folly. v, 4-8,

Into what folly was the king led ? 1ts divisi

By whom was he thus led astray ? g - 9

Al i [ o b AL " waral e igt e
Vhat was the state of his heart toward God ? . A . s P /i -

What defect was there in his service ww:m] God? '“:ié ll:(;»l\l Il b8 our GOLDEN TEXT warn us? ** Where:

What service does Christ ™ 7 ete,
650 ce ( hrist pronounce impossible ? Matt. CATECHISM QUESTION,
For what false gods did Solomon build altars ? 57. What is the Providence of God?

Where were these built ? 1 Wi
What idolatrous worship did his wives offer? The Providence of God is His preservation of all His
What warning have we against repeating the king's | creatures, His care for all their wants, and His rule vver

folly? (GOLDEN TEXT.) all their actions.
2. The Lord’s Anger, v, 9-13, In Him we live, and move, and have our being. Acts
Why was the Lord angry with Solomon ? xvil. 28, )
What command of the Lord had the king broken ? Hebrews i. 3; Nehemish ix. 6; Psalm ciii. 19; Psalm
Of what punishment was he assured for his folly? exlv, 16, 16; 1 Timothy L 15,
B.C. 980-975.] LESSON XII. CLOSE OF SOLOMOX'S REIGN. | Dec. 22.
Authorized Version,

1 Kings 11, 28—43.}% Commit to memory verses 42, 4~’L1 l Revised Version.
b v
Ne'mi‘.n?m'l%‘f;'h‘:‘::tw.“ e e i | And Jer'o-ho’am the son of Ne’bat, an Eph’raim-ite
Sol’o-mon’s servant, whos S of Zer'e-dah, a servant of Sol’o-mon, whose mother's
name was Ze-ru’ah, a widow woman, s Ze-ru’ Vi v W he also lifted
el I | name was Ze-ru ah, a widow woman, he al
even he lifted up his hand against the o7 up s hand against the king. And this was the

ng. ¢
L’? And this as the cause that he cause that he lifted that he 1ifted up his hand against
lifted up Zis hand against the king: | the king: Solo-mon bullt Mil’lo, and repaired the

{55 Frouiiion G o chts of De/vid his. ilo, 1 TePAITed. | 95 \renen of the city of David his father. And the
28 And the man Jer'o-boam was a mighty man of man Jer’o-bo’am was a mighty man of valor: and
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valnr and Sol’o-mon seeing the young man that he was
industrious, he made him ruior over all the charge of the
house of Ji u}seph

20 And it came to pass at that time when Jer-o-bo’am
went out of Je-ru’sa-lem, that the prophet A-hi’jah the
Shilo-nite found him in the way ; and he had clad him-
self with a new garment ; and thcy two were alone in
the fleld :

30 And A-hi’jah caught the new garment that was on
him, and rent it iz twelve pieces:

31 And he said to Jer'o-boam, Take thee ten pieces:
for thus saith the Lorp, the God of Is'ra-el, Behold,
I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Sol’o-mon,
and will give ten tribes to thee:

32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant Da’vid's
sake, and for Je-ru’sa-lem’s sake, the city which I have
chosen out of all the tribes of Is'ra~el :)

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have wor-
shiped Ash’to-reth the goddess of the Zi«lo’ni-ans, Che’-
mosh the god of the Mo’ab-ites, and Mil’com tie god of
the children of Am‘mon, and have not walked in my
ways, to do #at whieh is right in mine eyes, and /o k «p
;nyll statutes and my judgments, as did Da’vid his
ather.

34 Howheit T will not take the whole kingdom out of
his hand : but I will make him prince all the days of his
life for Da’vid my servant's sake, whom I ¢! hune, because
he kept my ¢ and my

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand,
and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that Da’vid my
servant may have a light alway before me in Je-ru’sa-lem,
:ge city which 1 have chosen me to put my name

ere.

387 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according
'lh’ nllllhut thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over
s'ra-el,

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that
is right in my xlum, to keep my statutes and my com-
mandments, as Da’vid my servant did; that I will be
with thee, and build thee a sure huus«. as I built for
Da’vid, and will give Is’ra-el unto thee.

39 And T will for this aflict the seed of Da’vid, but
not for ever,

40 Sol’o-mon sought therefore to kill Jer’o-bo’am.

And Jer’o-bo’am arose, and fled into E’gypt, unto
Shi‘shak king of E’gypt, and was in E‘gypt until the
death of Sol’o-mon.

41 And the rest of the acts of Sol’o-mon, and all that
he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the
book of the acts of Sol’o-mon ?

42 And the time that Sol’o-mon reigned in Je-ru’sa-
lem over all Is’ra~¢l was forty years,

43 And Sol'o-mon siept with his fathers, and was
buried in the city of Da’vid his father: and Re’ho-bo’-
am his son reigned in his stead,

Sol’o-mon saw the young man that he was indus-
trious, and he gave him charge over all the labor of
29 the house of Joseph. And it came to pass at that
time, when Jer'o-bo’am went out of Je-ru’sa-lem,
that the prophet Ashi’jeh the Shi‘lo-nite found him
in the way ; now A-hi’jah had clad himself with a
new garment; and they two were alone in the
30 feld, And A-hi’ jah Jaid hold of the new gar-
ment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces,
31 And he said to Jer‘o-bo’am, Take thee ten pieces:
for thus saith the Lorp, the God of Isra-el, Behold,
I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Sol'o-
32 mon, and will give ten tribes to thee, (but he shall
have one tribe, for my servant Da’vid's sake, and for
Je-ru’sa-lem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out
33 of all the tribes of Is'ra~el:) because that they have
forsaken me, and have worshiped Ash’to-reth the
goddess of the Zi-do'ni-ans, Che'mosh the god of
Mo’ab, and Mil’com the god of the children of Am'-
mon; and they have not waiked in my ways, to do
that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my
statutes and my judgments, as did Da’vid his father,
84 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his
hand : but I will make him prinee all the days of his
life, for Da'vid my servant's sake, whom [ chose, be-
cause he kept my commandments and my statutes :
35 but I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand,
36 and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.  And unto
his son will I give one tribe, that Da’vid my servant
may have a lamp alway before me in Je-ru’sa-lem,
the city which I have chosen me to put my name
37 there. And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign
according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be
38 king over Is'ra-el. And it shall be,if thou wilt
hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk
in my ways, and do that which is right in mine eyes,
to keep my and my , a8
Da’vid my servant did ; that I will be with thee, and
will build thee a sure house, as I built for Da’vid,
89 and will give Is'ra-el unto thee. And I will for this
40 afict the seed of Da’vid, but not for ever. Sol’o-mon
sought therefore to kill Jer'o-bo’am : but Jer’o-bo’am
| arose, and fled into E’gypt, unto Shi'shak king of
E'gypt, and was in E‘gypt until the death of Sol’o-
mon,
41 Now the rest of the acts of Sol’o-mon, and all that
he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the
42 book of the acts of Sol’o-mon? And the time that
Sol’o-mon reigned in Je-ru’sa-lem over all Is'ra-el
43 was forty years. And Sol’o-mon slept with his fathers,
and was buried in the ecity of Da’vid his father: and
Re’ho-bo’am his son reigned in his stead.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

26. Jerohoam the son of Nebat, Two adversaries, | labor after he became master of Jerusalem. 2 Sam. 5. 9.
who disturbed the close of Solomon’s reign, have been | Repaired the breaches. The older walls and fortifl-
mentioned in the previous part of tivis' chapter. One | cations of Zion, the eity of David, would from time to
was an Edomite, the otheraSyrian ; but Jeroboam was | time need repair, and Solomon’s enterprise and activity
of Solomon's own nation and people, an Kphrathite, allowed no rents or signs of decay to remain long visi-
which here evidently means a man belonging to the ' ble in any part of his capital. As the words may be
tribe and territory of Ephraim. This fact was the worse | rendered ** elosed up the rent,” some have thought the
for hasan old J had existed be- reference i to a filling up, or bridging over, the Tyro-
tween the tribes of Judah and of Lphnum. The position w peeon valley, which made a breach between Zion and

of Zereda is not certainly known, Lifted up his hand, |
Hadad and Rezon are spoken of as ** adversaries,” Jero-
boam as one who instigated sedition and rebellion, for
**lifting up the hand against* one implies some such |
open hostility.

27. This was the cause. Or, * this was occasion,” |

Moriah,

28. A mighty man of valor. The expression here
means a man of notable physical strength. He distin-
| guished himself as an able and skillful workman. Sol-

omon sceing. The king was a vigilant observer of the
‘ publie works that were going on in his kingdom, and

the thing which brought itabout. Solomon built Millo, ‘hnd a quick eye to discern superfor tact and skill.
That is, fortifled or enlarged that part of the city walls | That he was industrious. Literally, ** that he was
known by this name, on which David also had expended | doing work ; ** .ot idling, but pressing the work forward.
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Charge of the house of Joseph. The work or burden
assigued to the Ej fmi: and il i
ants of Joseph.

29. At that time. After his promotion, just men-
tioned. ‘WWent out of Jerusalem. One day when he
had oceasion to go forth outside the walls of the eity.
The prophet Ahijah, A prophet of no mean standing,
as his words show, Comp. chap. 14. 2. Probably he was
the oue who admonished Solomon in the oracle written
in verses 11-13 of this chapter. Shilonite. 8o called be-
cause, as chap, 14, 2 further shows, his home was at
Shiloh, the ancient seat and center of the national wor-
suip. Found him. He had a message for him, and
seems (o have sought until bhe found him thus alone, out-
side the gates of thecity, New gzarment.  The prophet
had purposely elad himself with this mantle that he
might utier his prophegy in connection with a symbolical
action, ‘I'he garment was probably & loose mantle |
thrown over his shoulder, like that which Samuel was
wont to wear, and which that older prophet once em-
ployed in a similar symbolical act. Comp. 1 Sam. 15, 27, |
They two....alone, As were Samuel and Saul when
the latter was first anointed. 1 8am, 10, £,

30. Ahijah  eaught... .rent, . twelve pieces,
Here was a symbolico-typical act, the like of which is
often mentioned in connection with subsequent proph-
ots. Its significance was immediately explained to
Jeroboam. The twelve pieces were to represent the

‘e tribes.

'ake thee ten pleces. It need not be insisted
that exactly ten tribes followed Jeroboam, for probably
those on the east of the Jordan, especially Reuben and
Gad, had very little interest in the matter. So the remnant

[Dee. 22.

ments. These are the same conditions as those fm-
posed on Solomon. See chap. 3. 14; 9.4, Build thee a
sure house.  Establish and perpetuate thy famnily
through long ages to come. Nothing could appeal more
deeply to an ambitious man than the thought of being
the founder of a dynasty —the fatb: * of a race of Kings.
Give Israel unto thee,  That i, the great bulk of the
nation, ten tribes, as above explained.

29. For this afflict the seed of David.  That is, be-
cause the sced of David failed to hearken, walk, and do
as commanded, sorrow comes on Solomon, loss of the
greater vart of the Kingdom on Rehoboam, and much
other afliction on later generations, But not for ever.

| The Messianic hope and promise remained in David's

seed, and was strengthened by generations of prophets,
and fulfilled in ** David’s greater Son.”

40. Sought. . to kili Jeroboam, [tisprobable that
the words of the prophet Ahijah inspired Jeroboam to
concert plans for earrying out his secret ambitions,
Girowing dissatisfaction with Solomon’s vices and despot-
ism encouraged him, until at length he actually ** lifted
up his hand " (see ver. 20) in open rebellion ; where-
upon the vigilant king proclaimed him as a traitor, and
he was obliged to escape out of Solomon’s reach,
Shishak King of Ezypt. This could hardly have heen
the father of Solomon’s wife, for he would not have
given shelter to the enemy of his son-in-law, He has
been identifled with **Sesouchosis,” or ** Sesouchis,"
who appears in Manetho's list of ptian kings as the
first name in the twenty-second dynasty. Thus a new
king had arisen in Egypt, * who knew not™ Solomon
(comp. Exod. 1. 8), and had no care to continue peaceful
relations with the kingdom of Israel.  Aeccordingly we

of the nation is spoken of as one tribe, not us two.

The methods of sacred symbolism deal with round num- |

bers and general representations rather than with un-

essential details. ‘The great bulk of the nation was to |

follow Jeroboam, and this is best represented by the
round number ten, while S8olomon’s portion is repre-
sented as but ** one ™ portion.

33, 'They have forsak That {s, Solomon and
his offleers and leading men,  His example had proved
nfectious and contagious.

36, Light alway before me in Jerusalem. This
geems to be a metaphor derived from the custom of
hanging a lamp in the tent when it was occupied. A
lamp continually burning in a tent or house was wit-
ness that the family continued there, The permanency
of the throne of David is one of the marvels of histor:
While the dynasties of Eeypt, Assyrin, Babylon, Persia,
and other great monarchies suceeeded one another, the
light of David’s house remained at Jerusalem, the city
of which Jehovah said, I have chosen to put my
name there. The people of Israel, diseiplined by
many sufferings, were destined to be the religlous light
of the world, and the salvation of Christ came **of the
Jews," John 4. 22,

37. 1 will take thee. GGod's hand is thus represented as
the overruling power which directs human events.
Jeroboam's elevation will not be brought about hy his
own ingenuity and power, but by the proviaenee of
God. Al that thy sounl desireth. This fmplies that
Jeroboam had already entertained an ambition to be-
come a ruler.  Perhaps his appointment to be overseer
of all the workmen of his tribe had begotten this desire

within him ; and it was becoming apparent, also, that a | 8, 24, ete.
revolt from Solomon’s rigid rule was only a question of This

time.

read in 1 Kings 14, 25, 206, that in the time of Rehoboam

he went up against Jerusalem, and compelled theson of

| Sulomon to surrender to him vast treasures from the
temple and the palace,

41, Rest of the nets,  Observe that our author does
not pretend to write a full history of Solomon, and this
Book of Kings is manifestly a compilation, drawn from
various sources, Comp. 1 Kings 14. 19, 20, Book of the
acts of solomon. A writing accessible to our author,
but no longer extant. Such a king as Solomon would
have been likely to become the subject of many biog-
raphies.

. Forty years. Itis noticeable that Saul, Davids
and Solomon reigned each forty years. We have sup-
posed from the fact that Solomon was ** young and ten-
der” (see 1 Chron, 29, 1; comp. 1 King: 7) when he
became King that he was not over twen years of age,
in which case he would have been sixty at hisdeath, and
80 did not reach what was considered **a good old age.”

43. Slept with his fathers.  These words pre of fre-
que t occurrence in the Bible, and denote one's having
gon  rest in the realm of the dead. It should not be
confounded with his repose in the grave, for his burial
s mentioned as distinet.  Nor does the expression con-
vey any light as to the condition of the soul after its de-
parture from the body. It does snggest the fdea of an
association or fellowship with the departed fathers, but
!it may have been no closer than that of Abraham and

the rich man in our Lord’s pieture of Hades. Luke 16.

19-31. City of David,  Where David himself had been

burled, and where many of his royal sons were also

burled with him. 1 Kings 2, 10; comp. 14. 81; 15,

ripture suggests lessons—
1. On the providence of God in human history.

3%, If thon wilt hearken. .. walk. . . .do keep, 2. On the certainty of divine judgment for sin.
Observe how Jeroboam's prosperity and permaunence | 3, On the relations of Old Testament prophecy to the

are copditioned on his fidelity to all the command- | monarchy,
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4. 'The futility of all atiempts to nullify God’s word or
prevent the fullillment of provhecy.

H. The conelusion rather than the beginning of one's
lite an index of what it is worth in the sight of God.

English Teacher's Notes.

WHEN I was a girl at school there were two mornings
in the week on which we used to be set to work out
questions in arithmetic. One of the teachers was pres-
ent with a ** key ™' to these questions, and whenever we
had brought our tasks to a conclusion they were tested
by this “key.” If our answers were identical with
those in the *" key ™ it was all right.  If otberwise, the
questions had to be worked out again until we came to
the right conclusions.  Sometimes the fault lay at the
beginning—the question to be solved had been insuf-
ciently stated ; sometimes it lay in the working—a col-
umn of figures added incorrectly—a necessary piece of
subtraction omitted— some carelessness in the multipli-
cation or division—ocecasionally the veriest trifle, as it
seamed, but sufMicient to make the conelusion hopelessly
wrong.

In the passage for reading to-day and in the Golden
Text there is just such a divergence as between the
wroug answers to a problem worked out by a learner
and the right one in the ** key.” The **key" to all the
problems of life is the word of God, and the Golden
Text gives the answer to the problem propounded in the
Book of Ecclesiastes,

The problem is this : to find the right way to a happy
and profitable life, with a successful ending. The
writer brings his own experience to bear on the sub-
ject.  He has tried riches, pleasure, knowledge, every
thing which this world deems desirable.  But he speaks
not only of life itself, but of its end ; of that which is to
follow—of the “‘one event which happeneth to all *
(Ecel. 2. 14, 16); of the feebleness, infirmity, and distaste
for every thing which precede, in so many cases, this
vare event (Ecel, L2 1, 5), and of that which follows-
the judizment of God, who *requireth that which is
past.” Eecel. 3. 15, Upon these things he bases his
conclusion.  Why is it that so many who are looking
forward to the interests, the pleasures, the glories (if 1
may so speak) of life, come to a very different con-
clusion from Solomon?  Generally because they leave
outthese latter things. No \\'nnd(-r..then. that they arrive
ata false conclusion. But had the man who was in-
spired of God to pen the true ** conclusion* worked it
out in his own life? Our passage shows us exactly the
opposite. At the close of his reign, begun in peace and
prosperity, continued in riches and splendor, we see
trouble and danger. It is not enough that an Edomite
and a Syrian (vers. 14, 23-25) have disturbed and
harassed his kingdom; one of his own chief officers ap-
pears as his adversary, and to this man is promised by
the prophet of God a part of the kingdom. Solomon's
sun, which rose so gloriously, sets in gloom and disap-
pointment. It is not enough to know the right con-
clusion. It must be lived out.

It may be said: how can one of us do that in which
even Solomon, with all his advantages, failed? How
can a fallen, erring creature truly * fear God and keep
his commandments 7" The Golden Text does not tell
us; it only pomnts out the *duty of man.” But our
**Kkey ™ gives the answer (o this question in numerous
other places. The love of God has made provision.
Look at the promise in Ezek. 36, 27, 1 will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments and do them,”
Although Solomon had spoiled his own life and reign,

we know that if repentant (as the Book of Ecclesiastes
seems to testify) there was merey for him.  But the dis-
appointment, the failure, the evil brought ou the king-
dom of Israel, remained. And though sin may be
blotted out by the precious blood of Christ, the wasted,
misused opportunities do not return. At the close of
the year whoever accepts the **conclusion” of God’s
word will find much to mourn over in his own practi-
cal divergence from it. Let each seek for grace to
bring the ** conelusion™ of another year, or it may be
of life itself, more into harmony with the divine ** key,"

Cambridge Notes.
1 Kings 11. 26-43 (vers. 41-43=2 Chron. 9. 20-31),

THE Book of Kings tells us nothing as to the judg-
ment’s effect on Solomon, but we can hope that the
author of Ecclesiastes was following history when he
made him return in old age to a Kind of faith, however

by iini: The p nt of his idola-
try could not be remitied, and in this closing scene we
feel the crisis drawing near. Jeroboam's antecedents
are given us in two independent and widely differing
accounts, of which that in our lesson is far the more
credible, Besides this the LXX. adds at chap. 12. 24, a
document evidently translated from some alternative
authority. It deseribes more fully Jeroboam's parentage
and life in Egypt, the episode of chap. 14. 1, sgq., being
introduced before the story of the disruption. This ar-
rangement—involving a terrible judgment on Jeroboam
before he had committed his sin- is so exceedingly im-
probable that, despite Stanley, we can hardly help re-
jecting the fragment. It seems to belong to the same
category as the additions to Daniel, ete., documents ac-
cepted without question by the uneritical translators,
but neglected by the sounder sense of later times.

VER, 26, Jerohoam, Properly Yirobim, ** people's
contention ™ (7). Comp. Jerub-baal, Kphraimite. The
founder of the kingdom of Israel conld come only from
this proud tribe. Zeredah, Probably in the hill country
of Ephraim. A servant. Comp. verse 11; it marks the
climax after the mention of forelgn foes. A widme,
The poverty and obseurity of Jeroboam's youth contrast
with his great destiny. Notice how God chose his kings
—Saul, David, Jeroboam—from the humbler ranks.
His hand. Comp. Gen, 16, 12, VER. 27, The Millo (so
read). See note on 2 8am. 5, 9 (October 6).  Closed up
the breach (margin). ‘This probably denotes eontinuing
the walls across the deep cleft between Zion and Moriah
(the Tyropaeon), so as to inclose it within the eity.
Comp. chap. 9. 15, where the Millo is similarly con=
nected with the ** wallof Jernsalem.”  VER. 28, Labor.
Solomon’s great public works were carried out
mainly by the forced labor of alien serfs, but the
Israelites had to take their turn. See chap. 5. 13,
saq. The Ephraimites would especially detest forced
work upon the walls of Jerusalem, the capital of a tribe
till lately so inferior to them. Joseph. Apparently
the tribe of Ephraim, which had the Dbirthright.
1 Chron. 5. 2; Gen. 48, 14, VER. 20. Time, during
the progress of the building works. _Ahijah. See chap.
14, 2, 8qq., and 2 Chron, 9, 29, His name, if given by
his parents, probably meant * Jehovah is brother,” a
striking acknowledgment of the nearness of God. The
usual interpretation, ** brother of Jehovah,” assumes
what is likely enough, that the name was taken with
the prophetic office : it reminds us that Abraham ** was
called friend of God.” Such titles accustomed men to
the possibility of man's becoming *friend” and
*brother” of God, while the unworthiness of the
noblest men to bear such names led them to look for &
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grander fulfiliment in the future. The Shilonite, and
0 of Ephraim, like Jeroboam, It is the last mention of
the once sacred town. Comp. Jer. 7. 12. In the way.
The L. addition, **and he drew him aside out of the
way,"” seems necessitated by the mention of the
“fleld.” (Ahijah.) So the LXX., removing an am-
biguity. Ahijah's ‘' new garment” showed that his
action was not the chance impulse of the moment—it
was deliberately chosen to signify that no old and en-
feebled kingdom was to be divided, but one in the first
vigor of youth. VER. 30, Such symbolic actions are
constantly recurring. Comp. chap. 22 11, ete. Twelve.
‘This was rather the ideal than the actual number of the
tribes, and the title remains centuries after the “ten™
had been scattered. Comp. Acts 26, 7; James1. 1. InRev.
7. b, 8qq., the mystic Israel of God is divided into twelve,
according to the twelve fetual sons of Jacob. But in
the territorial division Joseph bad two portions (comp.
Gen. 48, 5), while Simeon and Levi were **scattered in
Israel.”  Accordingly the northern Kingdom had
strictly only **nine  tribes, and the number * ten” is
only the result of subtracting the *two,” Judah and
Benjamin, from the ideal twelve. Possibly the two
halves of Manasseh were counted separately. The
southern Kingdom really included no less than four of
the original tribes, since the Levites asa whole clung to
the temple (comp. 2 Chron. 11, 14), and what remained
of Simeon was incorporated with Judah. See note on
ver. 13 above. VER. 3l Solomon. Who was
punished through his son. VER. 32. Nearly the same
as verse 13, with a fuller emphasis to remind the des-
tined kiug of Israel of the unique honor of Jerusalem.
VER. 83. They. Solomon and those whom his evil exam-
ple perverted. Goddess.. god. Hebrew *Elohim ™
alike. See note on ver. 5. Here the same title is used
of all, which does not raise the difficulty noted there,
that the Hebrew text gives a title of reprobation to all
except Ashtoreth, the vilest of the whole crew. Statutes.
See ver. 11, note. VER. 34. In this and in the parallel
caseof Ahab (chap. 21. 29), we must not think the son
was punished for the father, he getting off scot-free.
The instinctive longing to have a prosperous and long-
continued line of descendants was stronger in Israel than
in any nation, and a threatened blow to the dynasty was
almost as terrible a punishment for an Israelite king as
if it had fallen on himself. Had the kingdom been rent
from Solomon it would have been regarded as a mark of
divine anger against David, and so his father's piety did
for Solomon what a tardy repentance did for Ahab.
Moreover, we must remémber that the sons in each case
merited the punishment on their own account. VER. 36,
David's house {8 left with just enough to maintain its
existence. The material power of the northern King-
dom, whose chief tribe was singly more than a match
for Judah, was always irresistibly superior, unless when
presumption drew down a divine judgment. 2 Chron,
13. But taught by Jeroboam to neglect the second com-
mandment Istael soon learned to defy the Orst, and de-
spite the concentrated efforts of the prophetic order
hurried toa captivity whence only individuals returned.
Meanwhile Judah began to be trained in obscurity and
hardship for a grand, strange destiny, that the Ideal of
Jehovah's suffering servant, realized in part by a na-
tion’s experfence, might at last come home to prepared
minds when realized in divine perfection by thelr prom-
fsed king. Lamp. Hung In the nomad tent to typify
the permanence of the family. Comp. Pra. 132, 17, VER.
87. According to. The same phrase isin 2 Sam. 8. 21.
Witnessing Ephraim’s discontent had roused his ambi-

Sure. Comp. 2 Sam. 7. 16, VER. 39. For this. Solo-
mon's sin. The LXX. omits this verse and the last
clause preceding. VER. 40. Jeroboam revealed his plans
by some acts of overt treason. See ver, 26, and 2 Chron.
13.6. Shishak. Comp. chap. 14. 25, Hitherto ** Pha-
raoh " has beeu the only designation of the Egyptian
kings. Shishak is identifled with Scisciouk, the first
king of Manetho's * twenty-second dynasty ;" his ac-
cession is fixed as twenty-seven years after Solomon’s.
The supplanter of Solomon's father-in-law would natur-
ally be sought by Solomon's rival. VER. 41. Aets, Per-
haps inclusive of the * words" (margin). IBook. The
memories of Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo. (Chron.) The
official records of the reigns are often thus referred to
as sources from which our abridged history is taken.
VER. 42. Forty. Like Saul and David. Josephus says
80, but no authority agrees with him.

The Liésson Council.

Question 12, Wherein was Solomon’s reign a suc-
cess, and wherein a failure?

1. His kingdom covered the promised land ** from the
river to the great sea and the border of Egypt."
Though little larger than the State of Ohio, it was one
of the most extensive of its time. 2. He alone reigned
over all Israel during life. 3. It was a reign of
universal peace. Each *‘under his own vine and fig-
tree.” 4. He was the most famous, wealthy, and gifted
monarch of his time, His kingdom was a failure in
that: 1. Its extravagant luxury prepared for revolt
under his son—as did that of Louis XIV. and XV. for
the French Revolution under Louis XVI. 2. His con-
duct led the *Lord to stir up adversaries,” such as
Hadad and Rezon, “all the days of Solomon’s life.”
3. In forty years, by the abuse of his unsurpassed op-
portunity, he secured the rending and ruin of the king-
dom, never again to be healed.—Rev. Isaac Crook,
D.D.

1. The reign of Solomon, which lasted forty years, was
a success in securing national wealth and recognition
by other nations. 2. His reign was a greater success in
confirming the truth that the Lord dwells with upright
men ; and by the worship in the temple he gave good
men a defense against false or idolatrous worship.
8. Solomon’s reign failed in the family, in preserving
the unity of his kingdom, and in exalting individual
purity and godliness, ** Fear God and keep his com-
mandments.”—Rev. L. C. Queal, D.D.

A secular success—a religious failure. He broad-
ened territory and lowered faith. He mastered men
and revenue and learning, and became a slave to lust,
pride, worldliness, and selfishness. He advanced the
fame, but not the character of Israel. His successors
indeed never equaled his glory, and they never eséaped
the heritage of his sins, He founded a literature ; he
built the temple ; he enriched the nation; but in the
customs he established, the heathenisma be tolerated,
and inthe tyranny he practiced were the seeds of re-
liglous apostasy and of national disruption and the sin-
ister prophecy of the captivity. —Rev, F. M. North.

Lesson Word-Picture.

Wno 18 this going out of Jerusalem? Tall, shapely,
strong, with a'shrewd, proud, ambitious face, still young,

tion. VER. 38, If. Had Jeroboam been faithful the ten
tribes would have beheld the Messiab when he came.

he has passed outside the city walls. He steps off like
| asoldier. He walks with an air of command. That

o e S
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man? Shrewd, intelligent, capable, is he? He stands
high up in the shadow of King Solomon’s throne, He is
* puler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.” Does
he step off like asoldier? He is one of Solowon’s mighty
men of valor. Wait until the next battle. You will see
him ahead, not in the rear, swinging his trusty sword,
waking a broad path through the enemy’s host for those
that follow him. How be carries himself—even like a
king! He strides off as if he were Solomon himseif,
And indeed he has had his thoughts upon this very sub-
ject of kingship. Why could not he be king? There is
that idolatrous, pleasure-seeking monarch called ** Solo-
mon the wise !  Wise once, and as he kisses his syba-
rite hand to Ashtoreth, he may think himself wise to-
day, but to what an end he is coming! What if Jero-
boam should hasten the end of Solomon’s kingdom!
Yes; this young man proudly striking out of Jerusalem
has had as fuests in his brain some very ambitious
fancies. be thinking upon this subject just
now, as he abstractedly stalks outside of Jerusalem's
gates, Suddenly, who is this man that stands before
Jeroboam ? He may be dressed in a peculiar way, and

he certainly does a peculiar thing. This is the prophet, |

Ahijah the Shilonite, thus coming upon Jeroboam, and
it is said **he had clad himself with a new garment.”
And now comes this strange episode. Nobody Is near,
Nobody can see. ‘*The tws are alone in the feld.”
And this strange Ahijah seizes the new garment. He
begins to tear it. Stop, Ahijah! He tears away, one,
two, three, four pieces, Why, is he insane? Stop,
Ahijah! Itis a new garment! He tears away. Five,
six, seven, eight, at last twelve pieces! It may have
been of finest make, this new garment, of brightest
coiors, and a faultless fit. There it is in fragments,
twelve long strips.

Jeroboam wonders.

Is Ahijah crazy ?

Wait! He counts out ten pieces. He hands them to
Jeroboam. Then he utters strange words that send
Jeroboam's blood tingling through his veins. God will
tear Solomon’s kingdom into shreds, and, hearken !
Ten pieces, ten tribes, shall be Jeroboam's !

And why?

Perhaps from that point they could see a black, grin-
ing idol on a high place, the red fires of sacrifice leaping
higher, while before it falls a crowd of crazy idolaters.
That is the reason for this division of the kingdom.

Ten tribes then for Jeroboam !

Flee, thou, mighty man of valor! The king will
know of this.

And one day this same migi %y man of valor flees out
of Jerusalem as if a thief, an incendiary, a murderer !
It is he that slips out of the gate toward night, may
be in disguise, and he stays not his panting flight until
he breathes the air of Egypt. He is an exile until the
death of Solomon. This comes at last. To the seeker
of wisdom, to the builder of temple, palace, and city, to
the pleasure-lover, to the idol-worshiper, to the soul in
its bitter remorse, comes the inevitable end ; that of an
old man, wrinkled and weary and worn, sleeping quietly
amid his fathers in Judea's tombs,

Primary and Intermediate.

LESSON Tunovaur, The darkness of sin.,

Make a large square on the board, and divide it into
twelve small squares, Let the children call the names
of as many of the tribes of Israel as they can. Print
names in the squares as they are called. Under what
king were all the tribes united? What king followed
David? For what was King Solomon noted ?

Let the children tell what caused Solomon’s downfall.
Teach that he did not fall from his high place all at
onee, but that little by little sin ciept into his heart,
and shut out the true light which comes from God.
Show that this is the way sin acts in any beart, and that
there is one only way of safety—in having Jesus as the
Saviour from sin.

Print *Jeroboam.” Tell who he was. Tell the
story of the tearing of the prophet Ahijal’s mautle,
Jeroboain did not know what it meant to see him tear
the new garment into twelve pieces. But how sur-
_prised he was when the prophet gave him ten of the
pieces, and told him that the Lord wanted him to rule
over ten of the tribes of Israel! Show that God did
not mean to take the whole kingdom away froimn Solo=
mon, as he had done from Saul, but he would leave
him a little portion. Point out the two squares repre-
senting Benjamin and Judah.

Why did the Lord deal so kindly with Solom m? Tell
that it was for David’s sake, and teach that so God, for
Jesus® sake, forgives our sins, when we deserve nothing
from him.

| Tell how trouble followed
THE ONLY WAY‘ Solomon after he began to dis-
TO | obey the Lord. With flat
HEAVEN (4 crayon make a straight path.
fu it print ** Obedience,”  Tell
OBEDleNCE how lmppi.nu»’ and ?rnswri(_v.
o | attended Solomon as long as
==\ he walked in this path.

Make another, winding path,
which name ‘** Disobedience.”™
Connect with the first by the word ** Self-will.”

The Lesson for us. Every child has his own little

kingdom to rule. As long as he walks in the straight
l path of obedience to God's commands he will rule his
kingdom well. But when self-will leads him mnto the
crooked path, then his kingdom will fall. Let Solomon
teach us to obey God. Show how trying to please self
always costs us God's favor. If Solomon had asked,
| *“Will this please God?" he would not have taken
heathen wives and so been led into sin.

/,7

Blackboard.

Instead of putting an elaborate exercise on the board
for to-day’s lesson, there is but one word, and that is a
interrogatory—WHY ? The school will be interested in

‘ knowin~ why. The superintendent will bring out the
{ several points of the lesson in the following manuer:
‘ Solomon lost God's favor. Why? Because Solomon
k but God r d unch

who had been so blessed of God, is now pumslwd:
Why? Because God, being a God of truth, is unchange.
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able, and disobedience and sin cannot be tolerated by
him. The Golden Text says, * Fear God and keep his
commandments.”  Why? Because it Is my duty.
Why? Because, further, God's laws are not arbitrary ;
they are a statement of a truth. Ilustration : ** Thou
shalt not go near to the edge of a precipice, for there is
danger.” That is a statement of a truth, not an arbj-
trary command. **Do not cast thyself over, for it is
death.” The prineiples of truth are stated often in the
Scripture.  See verse 38 of to<day’s lesson.  If one wan-
ders from the right path, he must come back to it, for it
will never be moved to him,  Solomon went away from
God in extravagauce and pride and encouragement of
idolatry ; God did not leave him. The consequences of
sin are grievous. Why? Because no one can sin with-
out injury to himself and to others,
’

Berean Methods,
The Teachers’ Meeting.

Bring outall the facts contained in verses 26, 27, and 28,
Dwell on each point : the meaning of names Jeroboam,
Nebat, Zeruah, Zereda, Solomon, Millo ; the geographical
relation of Jeroboam’s family to his fellow-citizens of
Jerusalem ; the meaning of ** Solomon’s servants; » the
meaning of **lift up his band against ;** the meaning of
“‘repair the breaches.” Where was Millo? The rare
combination of good qualities found in Jeroboam: A
*mighty man of valor" in war; a young man who was
“industrious ™ in peace. Dwell on the fondness of Ori-
ental minds for types and emblems. We bave but few
of them in our modern civilized life ; but nearly all of
those which survive—for example, putting the wedding-
ring on the finger of a bride—come from the East. How
impressive this symbol of rending the robes and distribut.
ing the pieces—a sign of the rending of the kingdom.
Show that so far as Jeroboam served God and did his duty
his life gravitated toward prosperity. When he took re-
bellion into his own hands, and turned against the king,
he was forced to fly to Egypt. His rebellious impetu-
osity contrasts badly with David's imperial patience and
reverential obedience. That Rehoboam’s weak char-
acter was well known is evidenced by the ready choice
of Jeroboam on the part of the Israelites,

References, FREEMAN. Ver. 33: Ashtoreth, 304;
Chemosh, 183; Milcom, 304, Ver. 43: Rarity of burial
in cities, -+ FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Prose, 870-876,
2144, 5056, 7330, T36, 8208, Ver. 28: Prose, 1868, 3248-
3253, 649-652, 12275, 12277, 12281, 11498; Poetical, 1901,
2088, 3026, Ver. 49: 9059, 9960,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
A Young Man’s Opportunity,
1. Tne Youna Maw.
1. Courageons. ** Man of valor.” v. 28,
**Quit you like men." 1 Cor. 16, 13,
2. Active, * He was industrious.” v. 28,
** Diligent in his business.” Prov. 22, 29,
3. Capable. * Made him ruler.” v. 28.
** Diligent shall bear rule,” Prov. 12, 24,
1L Ths OprortusiTy.
1. For royalty. “ Ten tribes to thee.” v. 31,
** A erown of glory."” Isa. 62. 3,
2. For prosperity. * Some desiveth.” v. 87,
** Thv way prosperous.” Josh. 1, 8.
3. F : character. * Do that isvight.” v. 38,
** What doth the Lord require 7 Deut. 10, 12.
4. For God's presence, * Will he with thee," v. 88,
**If God be for us, who....against? " Rom. 8, 81,

The Providence of God,

1. God has a plan in detail for every person’s life.
Here and there exceptional circu ances make God's
plan very prominent and visible, Samuel's anointing
of David and Ahijah’s message to Jeroboam (height-~
ened as the latter was by the enblematic tearing of his
garment into twelve pieces) are picturesque instances,
But, so far as God’s oversight and detailed attentior: are
concerned, the life-courses of David and Jeroboam were
of no more importance to him than is yours, Jesus's
assurance that the hairs of our head are all numbered,
and that even a sparrow’s death is noticed, is but an
emphatie repetition of the teaching of the entire Bible,
that every devout man's footsteps are watched and

| guided by the good God, who never sleeps nor slum-
| bers.

| = The suceess of God's plan for us is pivoted on our
{loyalty to him. If Jeroboam had been us true as was

David, his family would bave sat as long on the throne

of Israel as did David's descendants in Jerusalem. The

great majority of failures in life are due to disloyaity to

God, or to half-hearted service,
| 8. Goa's plans are always carried out. When you

write a letter, and your pen spatters, you throw it aside,

put a new one in the holder, and write on.  When God

adopts a plan, and his chosen instrument fails him, he

tosses him aside, selects another, and pursues his
| eternal plan,

4. The time-server cannot be as permanently sue-
cessful as he who secks to do right. Most men are
largely sweved by popular opinfon, It is so in the little
‘_vllqm-sn[ IMNage society ; it is equall in the world
| of polities and statesmauship. ** Popu inion™ is a

bug-a-boo that frightens more men than any other ter-
| ror; but faced down, and strongly grappled with, it has
{ mo strength,  If Jeroboam had waited till God opened
1‘ his way, and then resolutely declared himself to be the
champion of a pure and hoiy worship, the thousands of
Israelites would have clustered about him even more
| enthusiastically than they did ; but in his desire to win

them over he catered to their idolatry, and led them
farther from the right than they had dared venture
| themselves,

|

i HOME READINGS,

| M. Close of S8olomon's reign. 1Kings 11, 26-33,
7. Close of Solomon’s reign. 1 Kings 11. 34-43,
. Righteousness commended. Prov, 16, 1-16,

7. Forsaking God. . 2. 12-19,
F. Worldly wisdom.
S. The chief thing. A
8. Exhortation. 1 Pet. 4,

| THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
|
(
|

GOLDEN TEXT,
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his con
the whole duty of man. Eccl.

TIME.-980-975 B. C.
PLACE.—Jerusalem.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The ruin of sin.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 128, Dominion Hymnal.
A charge to kecp I have,
A God to glorify,
No. 268, Dominion Hymnal.
Jesus, my Truth, my Way,
My sure, unerring Light.
No. 76, Dominion Hymnal.
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee,




Deec. 29]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 379

Though troubles assail.
80 near to the kingdom.
In this thy time of trouble.
My Jesus, as thou wilt.
He leadeth me.

Insome way or other.
If on a quiet sea.

Keep thou my way.
Dare to do right.

Child of a King.

Work, for the night.
Jesus bids me shine.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Ahijah's Prophecy.

What new character is hiere introduced to us ?

What had he done that had brought him into note ?

What happened that aroused new ambitions within
him?

Who was Ahijah?

What was the manner of his prophecy ?

What was the matter of his prophecy ?

What conditions entered into the promises made to
Jeroboam ?

What was the effect upon Jeroboam ? ver. 26,

In what did his action end 7 ver. 4.
2. Solomon’s Death,
leovg long did Jeroboam remain in Egypt? 2 Chron.

. 1, 2.

How long was Solomon's reign 7

How old was he at the time of his death ?

How happened he to have failed of the long life prom-
ised to him?

What books of the Bible are supposed to be the work
of Solomon ?

What was his character ?

What were the defects of his administration ?

What light is thrown on the character of his son by the
fact that Jeroboam stayed in Egypt while Solomon lived,
but returned as soon as he died ¢

Practical Teachings.

Sin causes loss. Saul proved it. David proved it.
Solomon proved it. Have you ?

Each man has to learn for himself. Experience is
only able to teach one at a time, and the father’s lesson
does not serve for the son.

Solomon’s last years were bitter ones. Sin dropped
gall into them. It will into any man’s life.

Sin is no respecter of persons. It attacks peasant and
prince. There is but one shield. See Eph. 6, 16, Will
you try it?

Hints for llome Study,

1. Review all the lessons about Solomon.

2. Write an estimate of his character,

3. Write twenty questions and answers which will tell
the story of his life.

4. In what respects was he superior to David? In
what inferior? Compare them.

5. Tell the character of the three revelations he had
from God.

QUKSTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Ahijah’s Prophecy, vs, 26-30,

w:lm incited a rebellion against the king ?

What improvements had Solomon made in Jeru-
salem ?

To what office had he appointed Jeroboam ?

Why was Jeroboam thus promoted ?

What prophet met Jeroboam by the way ?

What act of violence did Ahijah do?

Hg)w did he explain his act ?

What reason did he give for the division of the
kingdom ?

Why was the division not to occur in Solomon's day ?

From whom were the ten tribes to be taken ?

Why was one tribe to be given to Solomon's son ?

Who was to become king over the ten tribes ?

What promise of prosperity was given to Jeroboam ?

“vhat was required of him in this promise ?

What was the promise to the seed of David ?
2. Solomon’s Death, vs, 40-43,

W'ha!. did Solomon try to do?

Where did Jeroboam take refuge ?

Where is the record of Solomon’s acts to be found ?

How long did he reign in Jerusalem ?

Where was he buried ?

Who was his successor ?

What does Solomon say is man's whole duty ? (GoLD-
EN TEXT.)

Teachings ol the Lessn,

‘Where in this lesson are we taught

1. That sin brings trouble ¢

2. That a good man brings blessing to his children ?

3. That obedience to God is our highest good ¥

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Learn when and how Ahijah’s prophecy was fulfilled.
Learn what books which we now have were written
by Solomon.
Find another prophecy of Ahijah concerning Jero-
.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What was Solomon’s sin ¢ Idolatry,

What led him into sin? Disobedience,

What does the Lord always punish ? i,

What did the Lord raise up against Solomon ? En-
emies,

Who was Jeroboam ? The son of Nebat.

What was he? A brave soldier,

What had Solomon made him? A ruler,

Who met Jeroboam one day ? The prophet Ahijah,

Whatdid Ahijah do? Tore his new garment into
twelve pleces.

How many pieces did he tell Jeroboam totake ? Yen,

What did he say the Lord would do? Give ten
tribes to Jerohoam,

What did Solomon try to do when he heard this?
Kill Jerohoam,

To what country did Jeroboam flee? 'To Egypt.

How long did he stay there? 'Fill Solomon d ed.

Who was king in Solomon’s place ? Rehoboam, his
son. ;

Words with Little People,

“ Fear God, and keep his commandments.” As long
as Solomon did this, he was happy and prosperous.

But when he forgot God, and went his own way, he
began to have trouble. Enemies began to rise up
against him, and friends to forsake him.

Obey God, and he will smile upon you.

Disobey him, and he will frown upon you.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What word of doom hun} over Solomon's closing

dni” ‘Thy kingdom is divided.
. To whom was it foretold to have been given?

Jerohoam, Solomon's chief engineer,

3. To what did the prophecy impel Jeroboam? 'fo
rebel against Solomon,

4. What was the result to Jeroboam ? He became an
exile to Egypt.

8. What was this great klnf's comment upon life at

close? * Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”

6. What is the lesson it should teach us? * Letus
hear the conclusion,” ete.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

58. 18 there then any special Providence over men?

Yes ; our Lord said: ** Behold the birds of the heaven,
that they sow nut, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns ; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not
ye of much more value than they 7" (Matthew vi. 26.) And
to Hi- disciples He said : ** The very hairs of your head are
all numbered.” (Luke xii. 7.)

Psalm xxxi. 15; Proverbs xvi. 9; Romans viil. 28.

—_———

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW,

Dec. 20,

HOME READINGS,

M. The tribes united. 2Sam. 5, 1-12.

7w, David's thnnkxczlvln} gmver. 28am, 7. 18-20,
W, Christmas, Luke 2, 8-20, ,

Th. Sin, forgiveness, and Psa, 32, 1-11.

F. David's last words. 2 Sam, 22, 47-51,

S. Solomon’s wise chofce. 1 Kings 3, 3-15.

8. Solomon and the queen of Sheba. 1 Kings 10, 1-9,
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REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Our lessons are concerned with the reigns of David
and Samuel, and are found in two books—2 Sam. and
1 Kings. Read the entire books from 2 Sam. 5 to
1 Kings 12,

2. Write for yourself a history of the reign of David.

3. Tell the story of the reign of Solomon o some one
in your home.

4. Test your knowledge of the GOLDEN TEXTS, Titles,
and Outlines by trying to repeat them from memory. If
you cannot do it, be sure to commit them to memory at
once,

5. Write a list of all the characters whose names have
been mentioned in the lessons of the quarter.

6. Write some one thing which each of these charac-
ters did or said,

7. Arrange in proper chfonological order the follow-
ing events : The Visit of the Queen of Sheba: The Re-
volt of Absalom ; The Idolatry of Solomon; The Sin of
David ; The Union of the Tribes; The Flight of Jero-
boam; The Building of the Tempie: The Vision at
Gibeon.

8, Who said, * The half has not been told 2" Who
said, * We are thy bone and thy flesh?” Who said,
** For there is none like thee 7' 'Who said, ** Oh, that I
were judge ?  Who said, ** Thou shalt not bear tidings
this day ¢ "

9. What lessons teach the following truths? (a) Dis-
cipline fits men for true greatness. (I A good purpose
is spoiled by a wrong method. (¢) Gratitude should
keep pace with mercies. (d) Loyalty w self, to country,
to God.

10. Make ten word-pictures by which to recall ten dif-
ferent lessons.

11. Name the steps in David’s rise to power.

12. Name the stepsin Solomon’s fall.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Recall the Titles and GOLDEN TEXTS of the lessons
by the aid of the following cateh-words.:

Behold how
ood

[CLOSE THE| 1+ The Tribes— hold b
YEAR 2. The Ark— The Lord

loveth—
3. David’s Thanks— In every
thing—
4. Sin, Forgive— Th fore
being just—

5. David’s Rebellious— Hon rthy
tather—
6. David's Grief— A foolish son —
7. David's Last— He hath made—
8. solomon’s wise— Wisdom is hetrer—
9. The Temple— The Lord is in—
10. Solomon and the—  She came from—
11. Solomon's F— Wherefore let him —
12. Close of Sol— Let us hear—

IL. Give the main facts in each lesson:

About a new king and a new capital.

Abont the sorrow and the joy caused by the gr)
About a king’s prayer and praise.

About a forgiven sinner.

About a son's wicked rebellion.

About a father's sorrow.

About the last song of a king.

About adream, a prayer, and a promise.
About thanksgiving, prayer, and sacrifice.
About a queen’s visit and gifts.

. About a king's folly and its punishment.

12. About a propheey of evil and a king's death,

111, State some duty which is taught in each lesson :
1. Toward civil rulers.

2. In religious service,
8. When we have received blessings from God.

sepom

Sermpon

s

4. When we have sinned against God.

b. Of children toward their parents,

6. When our friends are in trouble,

R’:mu we :vmvu;ln-r ('(lud'n ?nvn*los.
Vhen we have the choice of good gifts,
9. When we go into God’s house,

10. When we are with wise men.

11. When we learn of others’ follies,

12, About the whole duty of man,

o2

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER

SCHOLARS,
LESSON L. Golden Text. Behold, how good and how
it is for sthren to dwell toge in unity.

Questions, Tell all you can about David. Who be-
came king gfter Saul's death? How long did he reign
over Judah? What was built on Mt. Zion? Golden
Thought. God knows how to bring strength out of
weakness,

LESSON II.  Golden Text, The Lord loveth the gates
of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Ques-
tions. Why did David want the ark at Jeiusalem ?
Tell how he went to bring it. Why did he leave it on
the way? What came to the house where it was left ¢
Golden Thought. Love, peace, joy, are in the home
where Jesus is.

LESSON III. Golden Tert. In every thing give
thanks : for this is the will of God in Christ Jesur con-
cerning you, Questions, What do you kuow about
David’s palace? Why did he want to build a house for
the Lord ? What did the Lord promise? Is God pleased
when we wish to honor him ?  Golden Thought :

Make each little heart to be,
Lord, a temple fair for thee,

LESSON IV, Golden Text, Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.  Questions, Who wrote many of the
psalms in the Bible? How did David know what sin
is? What does he say about confessing sin? When is
sin a heavy burden? Golden Thought. God loves us,
not because we are good, but because he is good.

LESSON V. Golden Text. Honor thy father and thy
mother ; that thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Questions. Describe
Prince Absalom. How had he shown himself a bad
son? Who loved and trusted him ? How did he repay
his father's love? Golden Thought, ** A foolish son is
a grief to his father.”

LESSON VI.  Golden Text, A foolish son is a grief to
his father, and bitterness to her that bare him. Ques-
tions, Why did David have to flee from Jerusalem ?
Who followed withanarmy ? Who conquered in battle ?
How was Absalom killed?  Golden Thought. Pride
and self-love were the ruin of bandsome Absalom.
Love can conquer self, )

LESSON VII. Golden Text. He hath made with me
an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure,
Questions,  Who called David to be king? How long
did he reign? What I8 a covenant? What kind of a
covenant did the Lord make with David? Golden
Thought. God has made a covenant with us in Jesus.
All who love and obey him will be saved.

LESSON VIII.  Golden Text. Wisdom is better than
rubles. Questions. Who was king after David died ¥
Who spoke to David in a dream ? What did David ask
of the Lord? What did the Lord give him? Golden
Thought. To love and obey Jesus Is to be truly wise,

LEsSSON IX. Golden Tert. The Lord is in his holy
temple ; let all the earth keep silence before him.
Questions. Who built a house for the Lord? Tell
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what you can about this house. To whom was it given
when finished? Whom did Solomon ask to come and
liveinit? Golden Thought. The Lord wants a clean,
n which to live. Can Iask him into my heart?

LESSON X. Golden Text. She came from the utter-
most parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ;
and behold, a greater than Solomon is here.  Questions.
Wao came to visit Solomon? Tell what she brought
with her. What did she give to Solomon ? What did
Solomon give to her ?  Golden Thought :

Lord, beyond all price I see
Wisdom, truth, and love in thee.

LESSON XI. Golden Text. Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. Questions.
What did Solomon do in his old age? Who was angry
with him? Why? What did the Lord say he would
take from him? Who led Solomon into sin? Golden
Thought. 1f the Lord did not punish sin in us, it
would ruin our souls.

LEsSSON XII.  Goiden Text. Let us hear the conclu-

tions, Who was Jeroboam? What did the prophet
Who became king after Solomon's death? Golden

erable. Which?
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Thisis a review lesson of the leading events set forth
in th series of lessons studied during 1880, We view

sion of thé whole matter: Fear God, and keep his com- | them from the last step of the fifty-two which we have
mandments : for this is the whole duty of man, Ques- | taken since we started with the mission of John the Bap-

tist on thesixth day of January. Asa plan for a review,

Ahijah tell him? Where did he have to go? Why? point to the events named on the board, and ask a class,

or a scholar, to tell the schoolabout it.  When you come

Thought. Obey, and be happy, or, disobey, and be mis- | to the names of Samuel, Saul, etc., have their history

briefly given,

B.C. 1000.]
Aunthorized Version.

Prov. 23. 29-35,

29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow ? who hath con-
out cauw who hath redness of eyes 7

seek mixed wine,

aright.
an adder.

heart shall utter perverse things:

3 g
not sick ; they h wen e, and 1 felt ¢ not: when
shall [ awake? I will seek it yet again,

TEMPERANCE LESSON,

tentions ? who hath babbling ? who hath wounds with-

30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to

ve stricken me, *halt thon say, and 1 was

[Dec. 29.
Revised Version,

[ Commit to memory verses 20-32.] | 29 Who bath woe? who hath sorrow ? who hath con-

tentions ?
Who hath complaining ? who hath wounds without
cause
Who hath redness of eyes ?
80 They that tarry long at the wine:
They that go to seek out mixed wine.

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when | 81 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
it giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself

When it giveth its color in the cup,
When it goeth down smoothly :

a2 At the last it biteth like aserpent, and stingeth like | 32 At the last it bitcth like a serpent,

And stingeth like an adder.

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine | 33 Thine eyes shall behold strange things,

And thine heart shall utter froward things.

34 Yea, thou shaltbe as he that lieth down in the 34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a

of the sea,
l Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.,
35 They have stricken me, shait thou say, and 1 was
not hurt ;
They have beaten me, and I felt it not :
When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again,

[ Being very mueh erowded for room in this number

HOME READINGS,
M. 28am. 5. 1-12. 7. 2 Sam. 7, 18-20. W, Luke 2.
Th, Psa. 32.1-11.  F.28am. 22, 47-51, S.1 Kivge
15. =. 1 Kings 10, 1-9,
GOLDEN TEXT.

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and
whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.  Prov.

the proverbs were produced. We follow the common
chronology of our English Bible (A. V.), and call the
year 1000 B, C.

PLACE.—Jerusalem,

of the quarter.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— The deceitfulness of sin.

LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 88, Dominion Hymnal,

Rescue the perishing,
Care for the dying.

of the JOURNAL, we omit the notes on this extra lesson, | | No. 241, Dominion Hymnal

Wake from intemperance !
Hear ye mercy’s song !
Yo. 239, Dominion Hymnal,

See, the Church of Christ arises,
Smile or frown of man despiscs.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Woe,
What answer will you make to the questions of ver.

TIME.—Sometime during Solomon’s relgn many of 3 What answer does the author make to the same ques-

tlons ?
What is the warning which these verses give ?
) }_\‘hul is the woe which they suggest? Isa. b, 113 Joel
i
How much has the effect of fntemperate drinking

An isolated lesson, having no relation to the 1essons | ohanged in three thousand years ?

Do tha Seriptures pronounce woe upon any but the
drinker ? Hab. 2, 15.

Is there any hint here of sueeess in drinking moder-
ately, or of escape from these woes by moderate drink-
ing?

2. Warning,
Who gave the warning of the text?
‘What is the only safety suggested by these verses ?
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In what respects is the picture of ver. 82 true ?

To what other sins does intemperance lead ? |

What is the singular thing about this habit ¥

What instance of heed to this warning can be found in
the Scripture history ¢ Dan. 1, 8, 12, 15.

When should a man begin to practice the advice given |
here?

Practical Teachings.

Who hath woe? The drunkard.

Who hath sorrow ? The drunkard.

Drunkenness destroys money, time, health; strength.
power; social standing, business standing ; more, it de-
stroys the soul.

1s not this woe and sorrow ?

The only safety lies in total abstinence.

The first drink does not make a drunkard. But the
first drunkard would never have been bat for the first
drink,

Alcohol is in no sense a food, so science says. But it
does destroy the brain.

The drinker is wholly selfsh. He drinks to satisfy only |
himself. He is the meanest man that live

The drinker plays with eternity: he stakes the price
of his sonl against his appetite. He is a fool.

The drink-seller is the fool-maker, the fooldriver, the
fool-killer. He is himself the prince of fools. Read
ver. 34 and Hab. 2. 15.

Hints for Home Study.

1. Study some of the evil results of intemperate use
criptures : 1 Kings 16, 9,

sen, 9, 20-2
2. Study the following references.
I.’nn'., 23,20, 213 20, 1; Eph. b. 133 Psa.
oy o

3. Read the story of the Rechabites: Jer. 35. 1-10.
Also the true law of Christian living : Gal. 426,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Woe, v, 29, 30,

What six questions are asked in the first verse ?

What two answers are given to the questions 7

What is meant by ** mixed wine?™

What woes can you name which come to the liquor-
drinker ?

What sorrows does he invite ?

How does drunkenness affect men's speech ?

How does Isaiah denounce drunkenness ? Isa. 5. 11, 22,

What does Paul say about the doom of the drunkard?
1 Cor. 6, 10,

2, Warninz, v, 31-35,

What is Solomon's advice about wine ?

What is meant by ** moveth itself aright?" (See Sol.
Song 7. 9 for the same Hebrew word, ** goeth down
sweetly.”)

What effect has it at the last?

What will the use of liquor cause

What will the heart be prompted to sy

To one in what place i a drankard first likened ?

To what next?

Is either a place of safety, or of danger?

What does a drunken man say when stricken or
beaten ?

What does he say when he recovers ?

What old adage is thus illustrated ?  Chap. 26, 11,

What words of Solomon should be a warning to us?
(See GOLDEN )

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we tanght -1, The evils of
intemperance? 2. The wisdom of total abstinence?
3. The wickedness of drunkard-making ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Write out all the passages of the Bible which condemn
wine-drinking.

Find any which condemn giving liquor to others,

QUESTIONS FOII.YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
;‘ Who hath woe?" *They that tarry long at the
wi

ne.

;' Who hath sorrow 2" * They that go to seek mixed
wine.”

What more do they have? @uarrels and foolish

b \'\;ho hath wounds without cause?" Drunken

eople,

What else have they? ** Redness of eyes.”

|\th is the only safety? Not to look upon the
wine,
How does it appear at first? Very pleasant,

| things,

Like what does it sting ? Like an adder,
What ' does a drunken man utter? * Perverse
How do things look to him? They -vear false
colors,
What is he not able to tr His senses,
What does he learn to Jove?  His fetiers.
Who canngt inherit the kingdom of heaven? A
drunkard,
I})"t.munly can break the drunkard's chains? The
.

Words with Little People.
Does the brandy drop or the wine candy seem very
small and innocent ? i
0O, what sad things are hidden in it! Woe, sorrow,
quarrels, silly talk, painful wounds, bleared eyes !
God's word s true! ’

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

1. Against what sin is this lesson directed ?  Against
the sin of intemperance,
2. What is intemperance ¢y Excess of any kind,

3. What particular excess is here denounced?  Ex«
cessive use of intoxicating drinks,

4. What warning do the Scriptures pronounce against
the seller of intoxicating drinks? Voe: unto m
that giveth his neighbor drf

8. What warning to the us
“ Wine is a mocker,” ete,

Hab. 2. 15,
or of these drinks?

>

Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-school
Union.

Frou the fourtcenth annual report of this Union
(1888-80) we gather the following statistics:
Whole number of schools, 6,908; officers and
teuchers, 120,472; scholars, 928,506; making a
total of officers, tcachers, and scholars, 1,057,978,
The average morning attendance of officers, teach-
ers, and scholars, was 403,611 ; the afternoon uverage
was 673,860, Of the scholars, 213,468 arc under
seven years of age ; 499,317 between 7 and 155 and
215,721 above 15. There are alzo 139,549 scholars
connected with the Church either as members, pro-
bationers, or in juvior classcs, Of the teachers,
106,497 are members of the Church or probationers,
This mukes a total of chureh membership in the
Sunday-school of 246,046, The total member~
ship of the Chureli in Great Britain (including
probationers), as reported to the Conference of 1889,
was 514,790, Thus nearly one half of the entire
Church membership is in the Sunday-school,
There are 850,647 volumes in the Sunday-school
libravies. There are 3,436 Bands of llope connected
with the Sunday-schools, and these have a mem-
bership of 858.150. The expenses of the schools
for the year umounted to £88

During the year which ended April 80, the fig-
ures show an inerease of 57 schools i 720 officers
and teachers 3 19,787 scholars; 2,918 in the average
morning attendance, and 14 691 in the afternoon;
11,814 in Church membersinp ; 92 Bunds of Hope,
and 19,085 members,

The Union has schools not only in Great Britain
und Ircland, but also in the West Indies, New-
foundland, Nova Scotia, Australin, New Zealand,
India, West Africa, and South Africa, though we
infer from the report that their statisties are not in-

What does it do at the last? At bites like a serpent.

cluded in the figures above given.
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1883-1389. GENERAL CONFERENCE SABBATH [CHOOL AID AND EXTENSION FUND. 1888-1889.

TREASURER'S STATEMENT FOR keAR ENDING JULY IsT, 1889.

RECEIPTS FROM THE SEVERAL CONFERENCES. GRANTS

OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS TO THE SEVERAL CONFERENCES.
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NOVA SCOTIA.
NEW BRUNSWICK.
NEWFOUNDLAND. |
MANITOBA.
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NEWFOUNDLAND.
BRIT. COLUMBIA.

|
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Petties—Exchange, Postage, Addressing, Dispatching, ete....................... 51 63"12’;8

|
Travelling Expenses —Uep e 47 35 Hgg(l)

1 35|/1882
1

Freight and Duty

Printing Schedules, Binding, Stationery, ete...... ... 73 50

Second-Hand Books T Vi 60 w
Received from Sabbath Schools direct, chiefly in"part payment of Grants ) 400
not included in the Contributions from the Conferences:— Clerical Help
- ’ T e N I ’ Balance Due Treasurer, 1887-88 179 89
244763 } 70 16 l 945 2315 ‘ 81 60 ! 63 95 (168 62|226 55;169 951 89 46/ 16 59|| 1245 11 Balance on Hand 217 21
| | 20 |

1883 $193 556
1884 287 33
1885 511 81
1886 829 30
1887 1179 82
1888 1403 17
1889 1245 11

WS3476 73 . § $3476 73 $5650 18

WARRING KENNEDY,
! Treasurer.
vyam

We have examined the}Treasurer’s Statement of the General Conference:S;Bhth School  fid and Extension Fund, for the year ending July lst, 1889, and found the same to be correct.

W. H. WITHROW,
(== v MARTIN N. MERRY, f Awditors,

“rovs vuag

ToronTo, October 15th, 1889.

HEA e
* This Statement shows the growth of the income of the Sunday. Bchool Aid and Extension Fund since its establishment in 1875.
+This Sgatement shows the growth of income from®part payments.




Kesponsive Review Service for the Fourth Quarter.

BY MRS, LILY LATHBURY.

TOPIO FOR THE QUARTER.—Israel Under David and Solomon,

ZOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER.— The eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward him.” 2 Chron. 16. 9.

The Réign of David.

Superintendent. What portion of Jewish history d'd
we study in the first half of this quarter’s lesson ?

School. Thereign of David;a brave soldier, a beloved
Kking, a great statesman, a true poet, and a genuine
servant of God.

Supt. What is the opening event of the quarter ?

Teachers. David chosen by the twelve tribes and
anointed king over all Israel.

School. ** Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What is David's first great achievement as king
of united Israel ?

School. He captures the stronghold of Jerusalem and
enlarges and beautifles it for the capital city of the new
kingdom.

Supt. What does he then prepare to do?

School, To bring the long-neglected ark to Jerusalem
and re-establish the worship of Jehovah as the one true

Supt. What hinders the fulfiliment of his plans ?

School. The disobedience and instant death of Uzzah.
The people scatter in fear and confusion, and David
Jeaves the ark at the house of Obed-Edom. *

Supt. When does he finally accomplish his design?

School. Three months later, when, obedient to God's
Jaws concerning it, priests and people place it within
the tent prepared to receive it, and David sacrifices burnt-
offerings and peace-offerings for the first time in Jeru-
salem.

Supt. Wrat followed this return of Israel to God ?

School. Great peace and prosperity. The tribes are
united, and victorious over their enemies. Jerusalem is
made the center of national and religious life. A royal

palace of cedar is built on Mount Zion, and the worship |

of Jehovah is conducted in the tabernacle as of old.

Teachers. * And David perceived that the Lord had
established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted
his kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.”

Al * The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more thanall
the dwellings of Jacob.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. How does David acknowledge the blessing and
favor of God ?

School. He humbles himself before him in his taber-
nacle, saying, ** What am I, O Lord God, and what is my
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?. ... Accord-
ing to thine own heart hast thou done all these great
things.”

Supt. In what words does he praise and exalt him?

School. ** Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God, for
there 8 none like thee, neither is there any God beside
thee. ... Let thy name be magnified forever, saying, The
Lord of hosts is God over Israel.”

Teachers, ** In every thing give thanks; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you." (Gold-
en Text.)

All, * For of him, and through him, and to him are all
things : to whom be glory forever."

Supt. In what other way does David celebrate and
perpetuate the goodness of God ?

School. He organizes sacred choirs of skilled singers
and for public p, and for them
the spiritual songs and chants known to us as the
Psalms.

Supt. Of what does David prophesy in these Psalms ?

Bible-class. Of the coming of Christ and his redeem-
ing love for the whole world.

All. ** Therefore, being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Golden
Text.) .

»HY}!N.
*1 will sing for Jesus.”

Supt. What great trouble comes to David in the
height of his glory and power ?

School. His son Absalom covets the throne, and, con-
spiring against him, gathers his friends together at
Hebron and proclaims himself king of Israel. David,
anxious to avoid a war in the holy city, flees from Jeru-
salem. Absalom pursues him. A battle is fought in the
forest of Ephraim, and Absalom is killed and his army
defeated. Heart-broken at this terrible event, David for-
gets the triumph of his cause and leaves his victorious
army to be alone with his sorrow.

Boys. ** A foolish son is a grief to his father and bit~
terness to her that bare him." (Golden Text.)

Girls. ** Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy
days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What of the close of David's reign ?

Bible-class. The kingdom is united and become for the
| first time a great nation. Solomon has been anointed
‘ Kking in the royal succession, and David dies ** full of
[ days, riches, and honor,” his last words those of praise

and trust in God.

All. * He hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What is the **open secret™ of the lessons con-
cerning David’s success as a good and great king ?

i School. The fact that though by his wide conquests he

| showed himself a daring soldier, and by his govern-

} ment of the people a wise statesman, he was, above all,
the open and-avowed servant of God, earnestly desirous
to ** walk before him with a perfect heart.”
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SUNDAY-SCH

HYMN.
**Thanks be to God."”
The Reign of Solomon.

Supt. How does Solomon begin his reign over Israel ?

Boys. He summons the people to a great religious
festival at Gibeon, and sacrifices a thousand burnt-offer-
ings upon the altar.

Supt. How did God show his approval of such a be-
ginning ¢

Girls. He appeared to Solomon by night, and said,
* Ask what I shall give thee.”

Supt. What does Solomon choose ?

Boys. Wisdom, to reign justly and righteously.

Supt. What was God's answer to his request ¢

Girls. ** And God said unto him, Because thou hast
....not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast asked
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine ene-
mies; but hastasked for thyself understanding to discern
judgment; Behold I have done according to thy words :
10, I have given thee a wise and understanding heart
....1 have also given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches, and honor.”

Teachers. * Wisdom is better than rubjes.” (Golden
Text.)

AlL “1f any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
....and it shall be given him."

Supt. What was Solomon’s great work ?

School. The building of the temple at Jerusalem, the
most magnificent sacred edifice of ancient or modern
times, and the pride and glory of the Jewish nation.

Supt. When was the temple finished ?

School. After eight years and a half.

Supt. When was it dedicated ?

School. In the eleventh yearof his reign, atthe time of
the feast of tabernacles, Solomon consecrated it to God
.amid great rejoicing, and the Lord no longer dwelt in a
tent with curtains, but in a house of cedar.

All. *The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth
keep silence before him.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What of Israel after the building of the tem-
ple?

School. Tt became one of the richest and most power-
ful nations in the East, and the fame of Solomon’'s wis-
dom and magnificence reached far and wide.

Supt. Who heard of Solomon and came to see him ?

School. The queen of 8heba.

Supt. How did she prove his wisdom ?

School. With hard questions.

Supt. What did she say when he had shown her
the splendors of Jerusalém and the royal palace

OOL BANNER.

School. ** The half was not told me : thy wisdom and
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.”

Teachers. ** She came from the uttermost parts of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, a
greater than Solomon is here.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What temptation came to Solomon in his great-
est prosperity and power ?

School. The desire to outshine all other kings in the
number of his wives, no less than by his rare wisdom
and wealth,

Supt. What ¢ ds of God did
in yielding to this desire ?

Srhtml. The commands forbidding Israel to multiply
wives or marry the daughters of heathen nations.

Supt. Into what blasphemous sin did such disobedience
finally lead him?

School. The sin of building temples for the worship of
heathen gods under the very shadow of the temple of
Jehovah.

Supt. ** And the Lord was angry with Solomon, be-
cause his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel
....which had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods. ‘Wherefore the
Lord said unto S8olomon,

School. * Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I
have commanded thee, T will surely rend the kingdom
from thee, and give it to thy servant."”

Boys. ** Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth,
take heed lest he fall.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. What of the nation at the close of Solomon's
reign ?

School. The people, burdened with heavy taxes for
the support of the royal household, are dissatisfied and
rebellious. Idolatrous worship is established in the holy
city, the ancient liberties of the Israelites are threatened
by the king's exaltation of the throne, and Solomon dies
knowing that the kingdom will be divided, and that his
own son will receive but two tribes, while his servant
receives ten.

Supt. Soends the reign of a king to whom were given
riches and wisdom more than all the kings of the earth,
yet who, failing to keep the commandments of God,
brought upon his family and his people sorrow and
destruction.

School. **Let us hear the counclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God,and keep his commandments : for this
is the whole duty of man.” (Golden Text.)

disobey

HYMN.
% How good thou art to me ! ™

At Home.

. + » There are some Sunday-schools, and there will be
more, who use the magic lantern, or stereopticon, as an
aid in Sunday-school work. Why should not a series ot
pictures in the life of Christ, and of places connected
with it, be used to fllustrate the lessons of the year
which we are now beginning ? Mr. G. W. Edmondson,
(leveland, Ohio, has prepared a series of lantern-slides,
with express reference to the Jessons of the first and
second quarters of mext year. Superintendents and
schools interested in this subject would do well to cor-
respond with him.

.. . The Rev. C. E. Dickinson, pastor of the Congrega-
tional church at Marietta, Ohio, informed us recently
that one of the earliest Sunday-schools in the United
States, and certainly the earliest in Ohio, was held at
Campus Martius, now Marietta, in the spring or early
summer of 1791, and was continued uatil 1795, when its

founder, Mrs, Mary Bird Lu' 2, removed to a farm eight
miles distant, One of the scholars in that Sunday-school,
Mrs. Nancy Allison Frost, is still living at Lowell, Ohio,
in the one hundred and fifth year of her age. Probably
she is the oldest sunday-school scholar in the world.

... A primary teacher in Illinois writes: *'I have
learned how much time and drilling it takes to get a
few facts imprisoned in the little one’s brains. This
has led me to see how important it is to teach the Sun-
day-school lesson ve ¥ simply ; to have a few impdrtant
facts, and to teach them well, drilling over and over
again. These facts are: 1. There is one God. 2. He
made every thing. 3. He hates gin. 4. Weare sinners.
5. God loves us always. 6, We make him sorry by sin-
ning. 7. He sent Jesus to live and die for us to save us.
8. We must believe in him, love, and serve him.” This
isan llent series of to be taught to the
little ones.
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ADVERTISEMENTS. .

Horsionds

CID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. Horsrorp.
ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion, Headache,
Tired Brain,
And all Diseases arising from Indxgestnon and Nerve Hxhaustion,

This is not a compounded **patent medicine, but a preparation of the phosphates and
pho-};horio acid in the form required by the system,
t aids digestion without injury, and is & beneficial food and tonic for the brain and nerves.
It makes a delicions drink with water and sugar only, and agrees with such stimulants as
are necessary to take,

Descriptive pamphlet free.
Rumtord Chemical Works, Providence, R.l.
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

4 Be sure the word “Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spurloua.
Never sold in bulk. 8-12¢

A BEAUTIFUL BIBLE,

Including References and Maps, and

WELL BOUND IN LIMP FRENCH MOROCCO CIRCUIT.

With any Name Stamped on Cover in Gold Letters,

FOR $1.00 POST PAID.
SEND NAME CLEARLY WRITTEN,

A FINE BIBLE WITH TEACHERS' HELPS,

AT $1.00, $1.35, $1.50, $x 65, $1.90, AND UPWARDS.

WILLIAM BRIGES, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. * 8. F. HUESTIS, Havnirax, N.8.

in making 4 i in this M. will the
mm" n .:g mwanm wadumnd‘ﬂ“ aoadu.you oblige
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FORTRESS IN THE CLOUDS—ESSEILON, ITALY.

Specimen of over 100 Cuts illustrating “ Canadian Tourists in Europe.”
A A A A A AN

L] L]
The Methodist Magazine
% FFOR + 18390
VOLUMES XXX1. AND XXXII.; 1,200 PAGES, WITH 300 FINE ENGRAVINGS.
$2.00 A YEAR; $1.00 FOR SIX MONTHS.
GUARDIAN or WESLEYAN and MAGAZINE together, $3.50.
WwW. M. WITMROW, D.D, F.R. 8.0 - - Editor,

lated on its ine.”—London Quarterly Review.
scholarly men and good writers,"—

“The Canadian Church is to be heartily g
« Abreast of the most popular literary Magazines. The articles are by
St. Louis Methodist.
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RUINS OF A JkwisH SYNAGOGUR. Specimen of nearly 100 Cuts of Bible Lands.
REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY
o e e hts Rl sz o o

44 SPECIAL TERMS TO 8CHOOLS. Some schools have taken 10 Copies to circulate instead of Libraries,
as being fresher, and more attractive. Send for Special Rates.

a— bt ~ _—
SUPPLEM!NI. PLEASE CIRCULATE Specimens Free on Application.




[llastrated _Arﬁeles.

The most conspicuous feature of the year will be a reprint
of the substance of

LADY BRASSEY'S “LAST VOYACE,”

one of the most P y il d books ever published
(price $7.85), with 116 of its exquisite engravings. Itdesoribes,
in a very graphic manner, Life and Adventure in INDIA and
CEYLON, in BURMAH, SINGAPORE, BORNEO, CELEBES,
AUSTRALIA and NEW GUINEA. Lady Brassey had the
amplest opportunity to see everything worth seeing under
the most happy auspices. She had her private railway train,
and her own camel and elephant trains, and had the social
entrée to the highest circles, and to the privacy of the Zenana.

Another series will describe the Adventures of the

CANADIAN TOURIST PARTY IN EUROPE.

IT WILL DESCRIBE

THE CITY AND LAKE OF GENEVA,

CONSTANCE, AND MARTYR MEMORIES OF JEROME
AND HUSS.

THE RIGI AND THE LAKE OF THE FOUR FOREST
CANTONS.

THE ST. GOTHARD PASS,

FROM THE ADRIATIC TO THE DANUBE.

TYROL AND THE TYROLESE:

FROM INNSPRUCK TO CONSTANCE.

IN THE BLACK FOREST.

IN RHINE LAND.

HEIDELBERG AND FRANKFORT, Erc.

2~ This will have over 100 engravings.

ON A SWISS RAILWAY.

Specimen of numerous Cuts of * Canadian Tourist
Party in Europe.”

1Il. LANDS OF THE BIBLE.
BY THE REV. GEO. BOND, M.A.,

With nearly 100 fine engravings. It will include
ON HORSEBACK THROUGH PALESTINE.
THE EYE OF THE EAST—DAMASCUS AND THERE-

ABOUTS.
OVER THE LEBANONS.
IN THE TRACK OF ST. PAUL — SMYRNA AND

EPHESUS, ATHENS AND CORINTH.
THE MOUNT OF THE LAW—SINAI AND THE DESERT.
TWO PHILISTINE CITIES ~ASHDOD AND GAZA.
PETRA, THE ROCK CITY.
CALVARY, THE TRADITIONAL AND THE TRUE,

With graphic pictures of the JORDAN VALLEY,
CANA, SHECHEM, NAZARETH, SAMARIA, NAIN,
TABOR, TIBERIAS, THE SEA OF GALILEE, THE
LEBANON RANGE, DAMASCUS, PETRA, THE SINA.
ITIC PENINSULA, Ete., Ete.

£4r This series of articles will be of special value to
every Minister, Sunday-school Teacher, and Bible Student.

Other [llustrated Hrticles

b

NAPOLEON AT ST. HELENA.

CALIFORNIA AND THE YOSEMITE. By Rev. Huen
Jonnsros, D.D.

NORWAY AND ITS PEOPLE. By Pror. CoLeMAN, Pi.D,

CHOICE BITS OF THURINGIA. By E. C. WavuroN.

ROUND ABOUT ENGLAND. Second Series. Specimen o) numerous Cuts of ** Here and There

IN ALASKA. By Hox, Sexator MacpoNaLp. Ete., Ete. n Eurnpc.".

A CORNER IN FLORENCE.
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Soecial ¢ Progress.

— v
On this subject several important articles will be given,
including «

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.

MODERN DEACONESSES.

THE SIS OF TIE PEOPLE. By “OxE of THEm."
THE W.C.T. U. AND ITS WORK.

WOMAN'S WORK FOR WOMEN IN PAGAN LANDS.
By Josern Cook.

MISS FRANCES WILLARD. With Portrait.

THE CHURCH AND THE CAPITAL AND LABOUR
QUESTION. By Dr. McCosn,

APPLIED CHRISTIANITY. By WasuiNaTON GLADDEN,
D.D.

CO-OPERATION IN CHRISTIAN WORK. By Dr.
SCHAUFFLER,

OCTAVIA HILL AND HER WORK. By Heuex Camp-
BELL,

PRISON REFORM. By M. LAVELL, M.D., Warden of
Kingston Penitentiary.

THE CARE OF CRIMINALS. By the Hon. Z. R.
ROCKAWAY.

MISSION WORK AMONG DEGRADED POPULATIONS.
By Hox. SENATOR MACDONALD.

HONEST DOUBT. By the Rev. Joux Boxnp.

A NARRATIVE SKETCH, By E. A, 8tA¥rorD, D.D., LL.D,

ALLEGED PROGRESS IN THEOLOGY.

ESTRANGEMENT FROM THE CHURCH, ITS CAUSE
AND CURE. By Bisuor HURST,

Also articles by DR, CARMAN, DR. JORNSTON, PROP. SHAW,
Dr. Starrorp, Dr. Doveras, Huen Price HucHgs, the
late DR. NELLRS, DR, DALLINGER, JOHN BoNp, W. 8, BLACK-
s10cK, and other of the leading writers of Methodism,

TELL'S CHAPEL, SWITZERLAND (PART OF CUT).
Specimen of numerous Cuts of * The Lake of
the Four Cantons.”

CHARACTER SKETCHES.

A conspicuous feature of the year will be a series of short
stories and character sketches associated with social
reform, as ** East End Stories ;" * Leaves from my Log ;"
“Jack,” a temperance story, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps ;
“Nor'ard of the Dogger;” *Father Taylor, the Sailor
Preacher ;" *“‘Sam Hobart ;" * Billy Bray ;" ‘‘Fred
Douglass and the Underground Railway ;" “ A Captain
of Industry—Thomas Brassey,” by Prof. Goldwin Smith ;
“Samuel Budgett, the Successful Merchant,” by Peter
Bayne, LL.D., ete.; and Short Stories by A. E. Barr,
M. Guy Pearse, Rose Terry Cooke, and others.

Among the other articles and Biographical Sketches will
be ““The Martyr of the Desert,”—Prof. Palmer ; ‘* Mary
Moffatt, a Model Missionary's Wife;” ‘A Forgotten
Queen,” by M. A. Daniels; *A Nova Scotia Missionary
among the Cannibals; The Glorious Return of the
Waldenses ;" ““The First Methodist Society ;" *‘Tenny-
son and his Poetry,” by Prof. C. H. Little; “The Geo-
graphical Advantages of Great Britain;"” *The Nun of
Jouarre ;" *“ A Royal Log,"” ete.

# Herial + Btories «

A feature of very special interest will be a couple of
serial stories of great literary merit and pronounced
religious character:

KATHLEEN CLARE, an Irish story of blended humour

and pathos.
Specimen of over 100 Cuts illustrating *“ Canadian  MASTER OF HIS FATE. A story of Yorkshire Meth-
Tourtst Party.” odism, by that popular writer, Mis, AMELIA E. BARR.

PEASANT WOMEN OF MACON.

o ”




TIBERIAS AND THE SEA OF GALILER.
Specimen of nearly 100 Cuts of ** Bible Lands.”

Premium Books for 1890.

R Sp—

The following valuable list of books is offered to any subscriber to the Maaazins,

old or new, at the prices aunexed, postage paid :—
Honest John Stallibrass. Cloth, 266 pages. For 35 cents. (Retail price, $1.00.)
Paul Meggitt's Delusion. Cloth, 202 pages. For 36 cents. (Retail price, $1.00.)
Simon Holmes, Carpenter. Cloth, 356 pages. For 36 cents. (Retail price, $1.00.)
Nestleton Magna. A story of Yorkshire Methodism. For 35 cents. (Retail, $1.00.)
& The above works are by the Rev. J. JACK30X WRAY, whoss

writings are well known in Canada.

John Halifax, Gentleman. By
Miss MuLock. 12mo. cloth. For
20 cents. (Retail price, 76c.)

Longfellow's Poems. For 20
cents. (Retall price, 76¢.)

Life of Dr. Duff. By Dr. Gzo.
Smirn, 2 Vols,, over 400
For 60 cts. (Retail price, ‘2.50.)

Toward the Sunrise. Sketches
of Travel in Europe and the
East, By Huan Jonxnsron, M.A,,
D.D. 12mo. cloth, 459 pages,
illustrated. For 60 cents. (Re-
tail price, 81.25.)

The Life of Richard Qobden.
By Joux MoRruRy, A nge oc.
tavo volume of 640 pages., For
$1.00. (Retail price, $3.76.)

Through the Dark Continent.
By HENRY M, Staxuey. Cloth,
812 pages. Many engravings.
For 40 cts, (Retail price, #1.00.)

And several nthcr books.
S8EE FULL LIST IN ‘ GUARDIAN.

OLUBBING RATES.

A4 These clubbing rates are in
addition to the price paid for the
METHODIST MAGAZINE,

Harper's Magazine, $3.50 .
Century Magazine, $3,50.
" Atlantic Monthly, | 360 4.00
\5 Seribner's Magnzme. $2.60 .. 8.00
- Popular Science M thly, $4.20 6.00
The American Mag'ne, $2.25 8.00
pgncau '] Magaﬁne, $2.50 3.00
icholas Magazine, $2.50 8.00
“ ide Awake : A Young Folk' l
Magazine, $2,00 .
Iilust'd London Newl, ﬂ 50 6 00
Andover Review, $3.50 .. 4.00
Littel's Living Age, bogether with
the MRTHODIST MAGAZINE, §0.00,  Specimen o numerous Cuts in “* The Black Forest."
instead of $10.00, the full price
for the two.

& Send for Special Terms to Schools. In ordering, give Name and Post Office carefully.
REGISTER LETTER AND SEND TO
WILLIANMN + BRIGGS,
29-33 RICHMOND S8T. W.
$0-36 TRMPERANCE 8% | Wesiey Buomes, | TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, 3 t ntpeal, or, REV, 8. F. HUE alifax, N.8.

ORTENBERG CASTLR.

2 ™~ £
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Schools UNABLE to pay full price will receive help from Sunday-School Aid
and Extension Fund, on filling up and forwarding Form of Application to the Sec-
retary of the Sunday-School Board—Rev. Dr. W|throw, Toronto.

Our Sunday School Periodicals

FOR 1890.

E are thankful for the greatly increased patronage of our Sunday-school periodicals
during the past year. We hope for its continuance in still increased measure. Their
eirculation has reached over 325,000, and is rapidly increasing. We believe that our several
periodicals will be more helpful and more interesting than ever before. Neither money nor labor
shall be spared in making them the best, the most attractive, and the cheapest lesson helps and
Sunday-school papers in the world.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

will continue to adopt every improvement that can be desired for increasing its efficiency as a
teacher’s help. A series of attractive engravings of some striking scene in Bible lands, will
be presented. In order that every teacher in every school of the Methodist Church may have
the aid of this unsurpassed teacher's monthly, its price will be uniformly sixty cents a copy»
whether taken singly or in any quantity. This gives the individual teacher an equal advantage
with the school which can take a large number, Thus

FIVEH CENTS A MONTH

will place in the hands of a teacher twelve times thirty-two pages—384 pages a year—of rich,
full, concise, practical lesson notes and teacher's hints, adapted for the several grades
of the Sabbath-school, and well printed in clear type on good paper.

PLEASANT HOURS

was never 8o popular as during the past year. We are determined that the next year it shall be
better still. It will have a serial story of instructive interest, *‘Life in a Canadian Parson-
age,” by the Editor. While retaining the same general features, it will introduce marked
improvements of illustration and context. 1t will, as heretofore, give special prominence to
Christian missions—especially those of our own Church--to temperance, and Canadian and
patriotic topics. It is a quarto eight-page paper, issued every fortnight, at the following low
prices :—

PreasanT Hougrs, 8pp. 4to, every fortnight, single copies ............. $0 30

LN DR WY ORI 5650 o 00000 0 60 0000 65 5 64 BES R SE86 54086600600 025

Over twenty copies

HOME AND SCHOOL

will be of the same general character as PLeasaANT Hours, but of a somewhat superior grade,
and more varied home reading. These papers are, for size, and price, and excellence, the
cheapest in the world. We challenge comparison. They are even ordered from the United
States and Australia, as superior to anything that can be produced for the price in those
countries. Issued on alternate Saturdays, they furnish a paper for every Sunday in the yeu
They both abound in choice pictures, poems, stories, and sketches, in t perance and

sentiment, and in loyalty to Queen and country. Many schools circulate these papers instend
of library books—finding them fresher, brighter, more attractive, and much cheaper.

Both these papers will be printed from new type leaded, and will be much more attractive
than ever.

Homg aNp ScrooL, 8pp. 4to. every fortnight, single copies .. . ...... $0 30
Less than twenty copies 025
Over twenty copies

e



ADVERTISEMENTS.

HAPPY DAYS
is of the same grade and same size and price as the SuNBEAM, and is issued on alternate weeks,
80 that, with our four papers, schools have one for every Sunday, both for senior and primary
classes,

Harpy Davs is issued every fortnight, single copies
Twenty copies and OVer..eevererieirrrossosnsnsns

THE SUNBEAM,

the companion paper to Happy Days, will be brighter, better, and more beautiful than ever,
with a superior grade of pictures, and will be issued every fortnight. It is just what the
little folk of the primary classes need—full of pretty pictures, short stories, poems, and easy
lesson notes,
SunBEAM, every fortnight, when less than twenty copies .............. $0 15
Twenty copies and pwards .. .........oviiiuiiiniiiiiiiriiaiiiienns 012
THE BEREAN QUARTERLY.
This is one of the cheapest and most attractive lesson helps we publish. Sixty-four pages
a year, with lesson notes, lesson hymns, cathechism questions, open and closing exercises, a
descriptive index of names and places with the pronunciation marked, and a piece of choice
music. In quantities of five and over, post free, 6 cents each per year. In consequence of the
requirements of the postal law, it will be mailed in thly
THE BEREAN LEAF
will contain all the lesson notes of the quarter, but it has not space for the opening and closing
exercises, nor for the descriptive index. Price, $5.50 per 100, post free.

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW SERVICE
gives review questions, responsive readings, hymns, etc. Very popular. By the year, 24 cents
a dozen ; $2.00 per 100 ; per quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; 50 cents per 100,

The above rates are all post paid. Specimens will be sent free to any address. Send orders
early, that we may promptly meet the increased d d. Sch ding new orders for the
year Now will receive the numbers for the rest of the year gratis, including the lpecml Christmas
and New Year's numbers. Specimens sent free on application.

GRADED LESSONS.

Schools desiring graded lessons will find them in these papers. The simplest of all for the
primary classes in the SuNBEAM.

For the great intermediate mass of scholars, the lessons in PLEasant Hours will be
best suited.

For the advanced classes, very full lesson notes in the SuNpAY Scmoor BANNER will be
found in every way adapted.

GOOD AND CHEAP READING FOR ADVANCED CLASSES.

To meet a growing denrand for attractive and instructive reading for families and young
people, the METHODIST MAGAZINE has been greatly popularized in character and increased in
amount of reading. A well written series of articles illustrative of the Lands of the Bible, and of
Eastern customs, etc., etc., with numerous fine engravings will appear—of great value to every
Sunday-school teacher and scholar—also many other copiously illustrated articles, short stories,

and the like, Of special interest will be Lady Brassey’s ‘‘ Lost by Age,” with over 100 exquisite

engravings, and ‘‘ Canadian Tourist Party in Europe,” copiously illustrated. In order that
every school may obtain these articles, a special reduced rate is offered. For this rate write
REev., W, Bricos, Toronto; Rev. 8. F. Huesris, Halifax ; or, C. W, CoaTEs, Moutreal. Several
schools have taken from two to ten copies for a number of years, as being cheaper, fresher, and
more attractive than books. See advertisement of full contents,

TORONTO: WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
Wesley Buildings. |
MONTREAL: C. W. COATES. HALIFAX: 8. F. HUESTIS.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEAGHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with

the Text arranged in each so as to

correspond page for page with all the others.
It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time

to time b{; Dr. Stumes, Bishop of Chester,
eminent scholars. The scientific information w
RorLesToN, WEsSTW00D, LAwsoN and EARLE,
departments.

Seven Sizes are printed on best Rag-made

1.00 to $15.00.

ARCHDEACON PALMER, DR. ANGus, and other
as prepared under the supervision of PROFESSORS
names of the highest authority in their several

Printing paper, and vary in price from

Five Sizes are printed on thin opaque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN.
They vary in weiﬁht from 12} ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do

not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughout with writing paper for MS. notes.

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica type,
in various bindings, from $5.25 upwards.

has been prepared for family use, and is issued

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small type, at 30 cents,

and in large type, at $1.00.

The ‘*METHODIST RECORDER ":—* This invaluable |
and incomparable book is the most wonderful digest, |
both in and | of Biblical

information, compiled by the best scholarship of the

age, that has been offered to the general reader,” |

The ''WESLEYAN METHODIST MAGAZINE':— |
“To Mini Local Preach £

The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D., of Headingley
College, Leeds :—‘‘ As a manual of Biblical infor-
mation and an auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-
rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it is concise, no
irrelevant matter has been introduced, and nothing
essential to Biblical study seems to have been

P , and h it is
simply invaluable. Nothing is wanting to the com-
pleteness of the volume.”

The ' TIMES ": - *“The whole has been done with admir-
able completeness.”

The " DAILY NEWS":—* For completeness and porta-
bility it could not possibly besurpassed. It furnishes
the student with all that is needful for a scholarly
mastery of the Text.”

The ‘‘ CHRISTIAN WORLD ":—* The most complete
Bible yet published.”

The ' PALL MALL GAZETTE "—* Every Bible student |
knows it to be the best collection of Biblical infor-
mation ever brought together in so small & compass.”

The Rev. G. Osborn, D.D. :—* A book which comes as
near perf a8 can y d;
surpassed all competitors,”

The Rev. C. Garrett :—* The highest wishes of Biblical |
students are here exceeded, not a want is unmet.”

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A.:—*1 have used
this book for years, and :an only join in the univer}nl
) of 8 descriliing 1t

chorus of all pture in
high merits, and commending it to all.” |

and in no i 80 far as I can judge, has
thoroughness or accuracy been sacrificed to the
necessities of condensation,”

The Rev. F. Greeves, D.D., Southlands Trainin
College :—** As_perfect and complete a series of
Helps to the Study of the Bible as could well be
conceived or executed.”

The Late Rev. Gervase 8mith, D.D.:—* It would be
impossible to suggest a more beautiful, useful, or
seasonable gift for any who are engaged in Sunday-
school work, or other students of Holy Writ.”

The Rev. James Comper Gray :—‘‘ After & most
patient ination I am d at the i
amount of accurate and carefully digested matter it
contains ; and that, too, of a kind precisely adapted
to the Teacher's needs.”

The Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D.:—*1 have found it re-
markably concise and full ; it seems to form, in fact,
& COMPLETE library of Bible lore in itself. The
Natural History, o thorough and in such small com-
pass, will very greatly assist all who use the book,
and the historical notices deserve very high praise,
I congratulate you heartily on having provided a
book which promises to be of so much value,”

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES.
London : HENRY FROWDE, Oxford University Press Warehouse,

10-4¢

and at Toronto : WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 to 33 Richmond Street West.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
PRESENTS.

BOOKS! - BOOKS!! - BOOKS!!!

All Sizes and Prices.  For the Young and Old.  We have Books to Suit
Everyhody.

WE HAVE THIS SEASON A LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL ASSORTMENT OF

HOLIDAY GIFT BOOKS

For Boys and Girls.

ANNUALS FOR 183389

Boy’s Own and Girl's Own Annuals.

Chatterbox. Sunday at Home.

Leisure Hour.  British Workman, etc., etc.

BOOKILETS.

A Large Assortment of these Choice and Dainty Volumes at all Prices.

IBLES oLLING
OXFORD, COLLINS' and BAGSTER'S.

WILLIAM BRIGES, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

JUST THE THING

For 8. 8. Teachers or Parents, as Presents or Prizes.

BOOKLETS

. BOOKLETS

We have a large assortment of XMAS BOOKLETS, prices ranging from 5c., 10c., 15¢., 25¢.
30c., 50c. and upwards.

We Pay Postage.

Send Ovrders Early for Any of the Undermentioned.

At Boolfels.
5 Cents Each.

Size 4} in. x 3} in., Square.

Beautifully illuminated lithographed cov-
ers, tied with satin ribbon, containing five
Engea Scripture-text poems by Marion M.
Wingrave.

1. For Unto Every One That Hath Shall
be Given,

2. I am the Light of the World.

3. I am the Good Shepherd.

8 Cents Each.
Size 5 x 3}, Oblong.
Same description as 5c. line.
1. Be of Good Cheer.
2. Let not Your Heart be Troubled.
3. Go Work To-day in My Vineyard.

10 Cents Each.
Size 5 x 4}, Square.

Same description as 5c. and 8c. lines, but
with seven pages Scripture-text poems by
Marion M. Wingrave.

1. Him that Cometh Unto Me I Will in
No Wise Cast Out.

2. Consider the Lilies.

3. I am the Resurrection and the Life.

4. Awake Thou That Sleepest.

5. Watch and Pray.

6. Then_ Shall the Kingdom of Heaven
be Likened Unto Ten Virgins.

7. The Songs of Our Fathers.

8. Adoration.

9. Resignation.

10. Suppliontion.
Illuminated covers and illustrated inside.
11. Homeward Bound. (Poetical selec-
tions.)
12. Daisies.
13. Common Things.
14. Glad Christmas Tide.
15. Cowslips.

15 Cents Each,
Size 5§x b, Square.

Beautifully illuminated lithographed cov-
ers, tied with satin ribbon, witﬁ nine pages
Scripture-text poems by Marion M. Win-
grave.

1. Whoever Drinketh of This Water
Shall Thirst Again.

2. Come Unto Me All That Labor and
Are Heavy Laden.

3. Behold, I Stand at the Door and
Knock.

4, The Love of Christ Which Passeth
Knowledge.

5. Lay%lot up for Yourselves Treasures.

6. Sing Unto the Lord.

Lithographed coversind beautifully illus-
trated, with appropriate poetical selections.

7. Christmas Blessing.....23 x 4%, oblong,

8. Immortal Tongues......4} x 5, square.

9. The Everlasting Day.. 4§ x 3, oblong,

o x5 £

\ Art BoolPels (Cont'd).
|
|
|
1
!

14. Stray Leaves...
20 Cents Each.

Handsome covers and beautifully illus-
trated, with appropriate poetical selections.

1. Baby May..... ...........5§ x 4§, square.
2. The Vill ye Bells.......5% x 5, “
3. Woodlands and Pastures
T BRI & S "
4. From Old Colonial Days 4 x 5, "
5. Sea and Riverside Rev-
SEBB o ir0 sesninas sainis 8 BBy 4
6. AfloatatChristmas Tide 4 x 5, s
| 7. The Day of the Lord 4} x 5§, **
8. Sunny Hours........... 64 x 74, “

3
9. Momentswith Nature 54 x 74,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

Arl' Bgolfeld (Contd).

10. Flowers and Sun-

AMS.... ....... ...... B} X T4, square,
11. The Stars of Earth.... 54 x 73, oblong.
12, Roses of May.............. 4 x 5, square.

25 Cents Bach.

Best value ever offered. An assortment
unexcelled for variety and beauty of design
and excellence of execution. Kvery book
has a handsome lithographed cover and is
beautifully illustrated throughout, with ap-
propriate poetical selections from popular
poets.

1. Christrijas Time........5 x5, square,
2. While the Year is

Growing Old......... 5 x5, ¢
3. Whatever the Year

Has Brought Thee.. 5§ x5, *
5. When Days are Dark

and Drear.............5§ x5, ¢
6. Alone in the Wintry
Twilight .... 6 x 43, oblong,

7. That Wondrous Night5 x 5 , square.
8. Wintry Moonlight..... 6 x 4§, oblong,
9. When the Snowflakes

Flatter Low.......... 53 x 5 , square.

10. Old and New.. .5 x 5, octagon.

11, Christmas Eve..........5§ x5 , square,

13. Happy May Thy

ristmas be... .....

5 x5, octagon.

————e e e

Art Boolfets (Contd).

14. Christmas Bells........ 5} x 43,  bell.
15. The Voice of the Bells 54 x 44,  bell,
16. A Christmas Message. 5 x 5 , square.
17. From Dawn to Mid-

night......

53 x 5 , square,
ghts......54 x5, *

19. Songof the Seasons....6 x 5 , oblong,

8 z6 o

20. A Winter Idyl... x5,

22. A Sea Song.... .6 x5, shell
23. A Sea Idyl ............54 x5, sail
24. By Tranquil Waters..5 x 6}, square.
25. The Spells of Home.. 5 x 64, *

26. Living Poems. (Long-

fellow) ................. 5 x6§,
27. Cathedral Chimes...... 5 x 64, oblong.
28. Highland Gems.

(B DG £ e enanyss 5 x 64, square,
29. Rhym

18

urns
ing Calendar for
et sesavssinieriiasii =
30. Old Lang Syne......... 3

31. The Kindly Yoke, or
His Commands are
not Grievous, Con-
taining a short text
for every week in
the year, illuminat-
ed cover and illus-
teated ..o coinisninsans 7% x 6 , square.

*CARRDS %

WE ARE ALSO
SUPPLYING

' HRISTMAS IN PACKAGES AT
ARDS

LOWEST RATES,

SEND FOR PACKAGES AT 10c., 26c. and 60c. EACH.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE.

8. F: HUESTIS, Haurrax, N.8,
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MINARD’S
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ONGS OF THE MORNINC.

Sunday-schoo'. Ky Rev. I. Batrzein and
New, Bright, Popular, |

wd h\mnu Low K

per doz. by expr {

To superintendents, samiple

10 copies of unn]nh pages for 25 cents,  Address,

W. J. SHUEY, Publisher, Da.yton Ohio.

French, German, Spanish,
Italian and Latin,

You can, hy ten weeks' study, mastereither of these Lane
Enn uuﬂmrnl)) !urev: .dnyuud business eonversation,

Bv HA1S celebrated MEISTERSC L
AT b A T"m...m for books of each language, 5,
with prlvllrgrnllnuweri o @ueetions, and carrection o 2
exercises, Sample copy, . 25 eonts.  Lihernl terms ob
to teachers. Latin, hml jun pnhh.lnd priee, 50 cents,

Meisterschaft Pnblilhlng Co., Boston, Mags,

ING

HIYMNS
the Su

UNES & CAROLS for
School, &e hamense

AND

Meeess, . p st paid : by express
REAP R3.60 ver doz, 'm-m per !00.‘ B
KURZENKNABE & SONS, Harrisburg, Pa, 8-6

WEBSTER

BEST HOLIDAY CIFT
forPastor, Parent, Teacher, Child, Friend.
3000 rmore Words and nearly
2000 more Engravings than
any other American Dictionary.

1t i3 an iuvaluable companion in every School
and at every Fireside.

T THE BEST.
Sold by all Booksellers. Tllustrated r‘wmphlet
wit! 1 8pecimen pages, ete., sent fie

G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub‘rs,bpnngﬂald Nass

OUR NEW MUSIC BOOK

HAPPY GREETINGCS

IS NOW READY.

This book is purely a Sunday-school book, and is
amply suppliecd with music for the year ronnd
something good for every occasion, and ‘enough of it
to last for several years,

Price 36 Cents Each; $30 Per Hundred.

One Specimen Copy, in Paper Cover, mailed on
receipt of 25 cents, Addrwﬂ,

ASA HULL, Publisher,
160 Nassau Street, New York
WILLIAM BF IGGS,

’l 'oroNTO, ONT,
i 101y

RUPTURE

Especlally people wilth large
Scroial Hernla disappointed hy
frauds, try a man of 20 years'
experience. Without my patent
Truss your LIFE IS A BURDEN,
IT IS INVALUAELE TO YOU,
Eend Bc. stamp for Illus, Book,
CHAS. CLUTHE Surical
Machinist. 134 King St. West,
Toronto, Can. Ciub feet made
natural in five wmouths without

10-1y

cutting, Patented.,

BUY
The Albert Co.’s .
BABY’'S OWN:
SOAP,
OATMEAL, SKIN, &ec., e,

BEWARE OF lalITATIONS,

NORMAN’S
ELECTRC-CURATIVE BELTS

Stand at the head «f all curative appliances ; 1%ero
are many imitations, but neve ate cqual to inem
in excelience fur the relief wnd cuie of

EXHAUSTION, INDIGESTICN,
LUNG AND LIVER TROUBLES,

Arnd all Nervonr Diceases or Rhrumatic Affections ; con-
sultat.on and catalogue free.

A. NORMAN,

103

4 QUEEN STREET EAST, TORONTO,

In ordering goods, or tn making inquiry concerning

d tn thin pou il oblige the

‘Dublisher, asweil as the advertiser, by staiing thas : ow nll the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCUO0OL BANNER.
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Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral,

Employed promptly, in cases of Colds, Coughs, Hourseness, Sore Throat, Loss of
Voice, and Influenza, prevents their becoming serious, and speedily restores to health
those who are thus cted. This remedy is, in the highest deeree, curative, and for
Laryngitis, Bronehitis, Asthma. Quinsy, or Catarrh, no other preparation is so efli-
cacious.  We further state, with all confidence, that Aver's Cherry Pectoral

Cures Incipient Consumption.

Cousumption is the 1viij:hting' plague of | In all cases of sudden ailments, affectinge
our nation.  In its silent march through | the throat and lungs, the immediate use of
the land, it is stealing away from our | Ayer's Cherry Pectoral is of the highest
homes thousands of the briehtest and | importance. It may always be depended
best of their inmates. Tf, however, the { upon in such eases, and for the effective
disease is taken in time, its tervible rav-|treatment of these maladics, oceuples n
ages may be prevented by the use of | place. as a household remedy, that can be
Ayer's Cherry Pectoral.  Prof. I, Sweet- | filled by mo other preparation. Mr.
zer, of the Maine Medical School, Bruns- | Samuel Bement, Principal of Bartlett
wick, Me., writes: *Medical science has | School, Lowell, Mass., writes: “T have
produced no other anodyne expectorant | used Ayer's Cherry Pectoral for several
so good as Ayer's Cherry Pectoral. It |years, in cases of severo cold, or throat
is invaluable for diseases of the throat and | affections, and always found it aspeedy and
lungs.” George E, Wilson, Battle Creek, | cffectual remedy.” Mr. II. E. Simpson,
Mich., writes: * Twenty-nine vears have | Rogers, Texas, writes: * T contracted a
been added to my life by Ayer's Cherry | severe cold, which suddenly developed
Pectoral. I had been given up to die, | into Pneumonia, presenting  dangerous
with what my physicians and friends | and obstinate symptoms, My ph i
supposed was Consumption. T was weak | once ordered the use of Ayer's Ty
and emaciated, and coughed incessantly, I|Pectoral. His instructions were followed,
procured a bottle of Ayer’s Cherry Pecto- | and the result was a rapid and permanent
ral, and, before it was all taken, T was | cure.” H. H. Woodal, Editor *Demo-
about my business, T have been strong [ erat,”  McConnellshurg, Pa., writes:
and healthy man ever since.” Mrs, S, H. “Ayer's Cherry Pectoral has saved my life,
Juckson, Far Rockaway, L. 1., writes: | Affer having suffered for some time from
“Ayer's Cherry Pectoral saved me frnm’u disease of the lungs, induced by bad
Consumption, many years ago.” A. (. |colds, and, when my friends thought 1
Bell, New Glasgow, N. 8., writes: *More " could not recover, 1 trie Ayer's Cherry
than twenty years since, when n young | Pectoral. In three months T was well.”
man, T had a terrible cough, for a long | Horace Fairbrother, Rockingham, Vt.,
time. My system was run down, and | writes:  “A severe cold affected my
my friends thought T was going into a de- | lungs, I had a terrible cough, and the
cline. By the use of Ayer's Cherry Pec- | doctors finally gave meup.  Ayer's Cherry
toral, the alarming symptoms disappeared, | Pectoral relieved my lungs, and, by its
and I speedily recovered my health,” | continued use, effected a permanent cure,’

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral,

PREPARED BY

Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., (Analytical Chemists), Lowell, Mass.
For sale by all Druggists.




