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THE SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF CANADIAN AND N. B.
ENCAMPMENTS UNDER SCOTLAND.

The New Brunswick Templars’ Statement of thetr Position,

The Encampment of 8t. John, of the
Order of the Temple, holding of the Chap-
ter.General of Scotland, and stationed at
the city of St. John, in the Province of
New Brunswick, Dominion of Cenade, is
required by recent movements in Canada
to place before its fratres everywhere &
statemen? of its position. - L.

It desires to do this in the true spirit of
fraternity, and it does not desire, in what
it has to say, to weaken in any way the ties
of affection which should everywhere unite
thigxembers of a great, chivalrio brother«
ho

The Encompment of 8t. John was
fonnded by a warrant issued on the 4th
dey of October, A. D. 1856, A. O. 738, by
the Great Priory or Grand Encampment of
Knighta Templar of Scotland, of which the
Most Eminent John Whyte wMelville, of
Bennochy and Straithkinness, was Master
and Grand Prior, and which Great Priory
was subsequently merged into and became
the Chapter-General of the Order for Scot-
lend, with Frater Melville as Crand Master.
No question has ever been raised—none
can ever be raised—as to the legality of its
foundation.

The Province of New Brunswick was at
that time, and for twrelve years afterwards,
a Province of the British Empire, whose
Lieutenant Governor was appointed by Her
Brittannic Majesty. The Province has
since entered the Cenadian Confederation,
and is a Provioce of that Confederation.
The political situation does not, however,
affect the matter herein referred to.

When the Encampment of St. John was
founded, there wes in the Province sn En-
campment of Knights Templar stationsd
at the town of St. Andrew, and held under
the authority 02 the Grand Encampment
of High Enights Terplar of Ireland, which
body cessed to exish when the lodge snd:
chopter at that place, held nnder Irish
authority, surrendered their warrents.

Subzequently, in the year 1872, an En-
campment, called the “Encampment of St.
Stephen,” was founded at the town of St.
Stephen, also under Scottish authority,
and that Encampment is still in existence.

Afterwards, or about the same period, an
Encam%ment was formed in this city,
under the authority of the Grund Conclave
of England, . :

Many years befor- the Encampment of
8t. John was esta’ ished in New Bruns.
wick, & Scottish "ncampment was insti-
tited at Halifax, in Nova Scotis, and it
existed for a long period, but it subsequent
ly suxrendered its warrant, and received
one from the Grand Conclave of England,

It will thus be seen that, following the
course adopted as respects both lodges and
chapter, the Grand Bodies in Ireland,
Scotland and England, considered this,
and indeed all the Provinces of British
North Americe, common ground on which
they could plant subordinate bodies along.
side of each other.

In the Province of Canada, thers were,
in the year 1855, three Encampments of
XKnights Templar—one at Toronto, Sne at:
Kingston, and one at Quebec; and these
subsequently “were united for local pur.
poses into o Provincial Grand Conclave,
under the distinguished Frater Colonel
MoLeod Moore, as Provincial Grand Com«
mander for Canada, who held his anthority
from Colonel Kemyss Tynte, Master of the
Order of the Temple in England. Frater
Moore's anthority, as Representative of the
Grand Master in England, was confined
solely o the English Templars in the then
Province of Canada. He had no control
over the Irich branch of the Qrder, of
which one or two Encompments then exist-
ed in Canada, nor hed he a delegated
suthority, or any authority whatever, in
the Provincss of Nove Scotia and New
Brunswick, The Honorable Alexander
Keith was scon afterwards eppointed Prow -
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-vinoitl Grand Commander of the English
branch of the Order in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, but he had no anthority
-over the Scottish branch of the Order in
New Brunswick or in Nova Bcotia—nor did
he oclaim to have any. The Provinoial
‘Grand Conolave was analogous to the Pro
vincial Grand Lodge in craft Masonry.
The Provincial Grand Commander was
analogous to the Provincial Grand Master.
Both were offices to which the holder was
appointed by some superior officer, and the
holder could be suspended at any time.
Changes which took place in the governing
body in England—but which ir no way
affected the Scottish branch—in a measure
raised the dignity of the Provincial Body
in Canada. The English Governing Body
assumed the title of Great Priory of Eng-
land and Wales, and ceased to use the
term Grand Conclave, and the governing
body of the English branch of the Orderin
Canada was called the Grand Priory; but
it was still a subordinate body. Colone}
Moore was a Grand Prior, and in his new
patent his territorial jurisdiction was ex~
tended. In his address to the Grand
Priory in 1874, he says: *By the terms of
my patent as Grand Prior, the whole of
British North America is included, but as
the late Hon. Alexander Keith, of Halifax,
held & warrant from the former Grand
Conclav, of England as Provincial Grand
Commander for Nova Scotia and New'
Bruanswick, it was not considersd desirable
during his lifetime to merge those Pro.
vinces into that of the Grand Priory. The
death of this distingnished Brother and
Enight, on the 17th December last, re-
moved the difficulty, and I at once wrote
to the authorities in England, claiming
those territories, and, in reXIy from the
Grand Vice Chancellor and Acting Regis-
trar, was informed that the Council of the
Great Priory had at once decided that
from the date f Provincial Prior Keith's
death, the territory over which he had
presided came under my jurisdiction. By
this, two additional Preceptories have been
added to our roll; and I trustthat on the
formation of our National Great Priory the
Scottish Preceptory at 8t. John, New
Brunswick, and the Irish one et L'Orignal,
Ontario, will be induced to join us—it
being most desirable that there should be
no conflicting jurisdiction in the Do~
minion.”

It will thus be seen that, in 1874, the
jurigdiction of Secotland end Irelend was
recognized, as equal to that of England,
then represented in Canada by Frater
Moore. There was nothing at any time
to prevent the ap?intment by the Grand
Master of Scotland or the Grand Master of
Ireland of an officer for the whole of
British North America,with equal powers to

JFrater Mooxe, just as there have been, and

“are now, three Provinocial Grand Masters —

English, Irish and Scotch—in many of our
colonies, holding authority in oraft Ma-
sonry.

The session of 1875 o the Grand Priory
was held at St. Catherines, Ontario, in
August, and the officiul record opens thus:
“At the Annual Assembly of the Grand
Priory of the Urited Orders of the Temple
and Hospitel, under the bunner of the
Great Priory of England and Wales,” ete.,
eto., thus showing that ? to that time
Frater Moore represented the English
branch only, and that the body over which.
he presided held & merely delegated
authority,

In 1876, the status of the Grand Priory
was somewhat changed. The Prince of
‘Wales a8 Grand Master of the Order in
England and Ireland, the two countries
hoving united under his headship for
Templar purposes —with the advice of the
Convent General, by patent, dated 28th
day of July, 1876, *‘created the Dominion
of Canada—heretofore under the jurisdie-
tion of the Great Prior and Great Priory of
England and Wales—a National Great
Priory, sabject to us and our successors in
office, and to the statutes, laws, and
ordinances, for the time being, of the Con-
vent General;” and the patent conferred
upon Frater Moore “the degree and dignity
of Great Prior of the Great Priory of
Oenada, with full authority and jurisdic-
tion within the Dominion of Canada afore-
said, according to the tencr and form of
the statutes and customs of our said Order,
reserving and excepfing, nevertheless, all
things necessary to be reserved and except-
ed to us and our successors.”

Not only were powers reserved to the
Grand Master, but the changes made
affected only that branch of the Order over
which the Prince of Wales presided. This
did nof, however, give Frater Moore any
suthority over the Scottish branch, for His
Royal Highness had no authority to give.
He could not convey a power he did not
possess. Under this anthority, the Priories
and Encampments heretofore subject to
the English anthority, and to which they
made return of their intrants, became
directly subject to the Great Priory of
Capade, and that body now assumed the
power to issue warrants to coostitute new
bodies, which bodies owed to it allegiance;
but as the Great Prior of Canads derived
his power from the Prince of Walez, and
&3 the Great Priory of Caneds, which hed
grown up from & Provincial Grand Con.
cleve, was not an uriginel formation, every
Knight wwho owed fealty to Frater Moore,
undoubtedly owed it to the Princoe of
Wales also, as Grand Master of the English
branch of the Order, from whom Frater
Moore continted to derive his honors
Frater LIoors was in the position of a great
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-chief, who owes allegifnce to a still grenter
.ong, and all his subordinates were sub-
-ordinate to the Prince of Wales, zs well.as
to himgelf, = - .

The Scotoh Templars in New Brunswick
reised no question upon these procesdings.
1t was no concern of theirs. They were
glad to witneds the growth of the Order,
under an illustrious Brother like Colonel
Moore; and they were on fraternal terms
with the great body ¢of English Templars
in Canada and throughout the BEmpire.
But, notwithstanding this, the Great
Priory of Canada, not feeling sure of its
position, and the Grand Encampment of
the United Btates, to whioh it had applied
for recognition, having refused to recognize
it as its peer, the Gfeat Priory passed &
resolution defining its authority, At a
subsequent annual session, in 1880, tt}e
Great Prior expressed his approval of this,
declaxing; *I feel more than evér satisfied
that the suggestion made by me, and con-
firmed by your resolution &b our last meet-
ing of Great Priory, of distinotly declaring
our position as & National Body, and the
peer of all other Templar institutions, was
the correot course to pursue.’

From 1879, the Greet Priory styled itself
the “National Great Priory,” but this was
only & change in name. Canadn is not &
nation, but-a dependency, and the National
Great Priory hed ho more resl antbority
than it possessed in 1878. The Great Prior
still held his patent from the Prince of
Wales, and the Prince of Wales was the
Grand Master of that branch of the Order
in Canada~—oeall it Canadian or English—
precisely &s Bro. John Whyte Meiville was
‘Grand Master of the Scottish branch. The
Canadian Great Priory fully recognized
this position, Itknew that it had, through
its chief, taken the vath of fealty to the
Prince of Wales, as Grand Master. Said
the chivalrous and illustrious Bro. Moors,
in his address to Great Priory, in 1883,
{showing thet the Templers under his
anthority were snbordinate to another)i—
+Leot us not forgef that our Royal Grend
MMaster ia the representative of the revered
xonexch to whom we all owe allegiance,
and to whom our obedience, love and affec.
tion are due,—whbo has honored our
society by deolsring herself its patron.”

“Begides, it appears to be strangely for- |.

gotten, that we cennot conscientiously

- ghsolve ourselves from the vows of allegi-

ance which we vqlunterily assamed with
the permission of the authority from whom
they were derived. The subjech resolves
into two propositions, 1st, It would
be mostdiscourteons and unknightly,rude-
1y to sever our conunsction with the Grend
Yeaster, more porticularly &3 We have no
causo of offance. 2nd. We haveall sworn

e gly to the Grand Aaster, and should not
y digregexd these vowa.

“My vows oblige me, ag Great Prior, and
my ambition soars no higher than to xe-
main, with willing and loyal fealty, the
‘Lientenent’, or locim tenéns, of my Royal
Grand Master, which I Iock upon as the
most dignified and proudest position I can
hold in the Order.”

At the same meeting, however, the fol-
lowing Report was presented and adopteds

To the M. E. the Great Prior of tho
National Great Priory of the Dominior
of Canada, now assembled:

"The special committee, appinted at the
last annual assembly of the Great Priory, for
the purpose of taking into consideration the
question of the independence of the Na-
tional Great Priory of Canada, beg leave
courteously and unanimously to report that,
with the consent and acquiescence of the
M. E. the Great Prior, they recommend
Great Priory to request and authorize tho
M. E. the Great Prior to prepare and for-
ward to H. R. H, the Prince of Wales, the
Supreme Grand Master of Convent General,
an humble address, praying that “Inag-
much as the Great Priory has this day
unanimously declared, in the revision of its
statutes, its authority in and throughout
the Dominion of Canads, over all bodies of
the Order of the Temple and appendant
degrees, His Royal Highness, the Grand
Master, will be graciously pleased to absalve
this Great Priory, and all officers and
fratres, members thereof, from their obli-
gations of fealty to him as Sapreme Grand
Master, go that this Great Priory may be
enabled fully and without doubt to affirm
and maintain the position which it hes
taken upon itself as an independent Great
Priory,” ete,

The result of this appears in the year
1884, the minutes of the proceedings of
which open with these words:—*“Minutes
of the proceedings of the ninth and final
annual assembly of the National Gre.s
Priory of Canada, and of the firsb arnual
assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of
Qaneda, of the United, Religious and
Militaxy Orders of the Temple and of St.
John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and
of Malts, held in the Masonic Hall, Toronto
street, in the city of Toronto,” This
change in title regulted from the following
letter:—

80 Urper Fr1z WL STREET,
_ Dousuix, 17th April, 1884,
Very High and Emizent Great Prior:—

T have received, and dualy 1aid before the
Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master
of the United Religious and Military
Orders: of the Temple end Malts, for
Enpland, Irclend, and Cannda, your lotter
of the 2st December lest, in which yom
report, for the information of His Roya)
Highuess, thab the-Great Priery of Oanede
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hag, lor good apd safiicient rensons, re ! bagis, by calling & convention of all regnlax
solved to gever their connection with ly esfablighe@ bodieg of Templars in Cant:
Gavont Gonersl sarl bo qonelituls them, , 1o, and, erecting s indspondent govorning
ves henceforwar an independen 1 @ £eoo oo
body,a eh:y. tLerefors, pmyinf tfaf,. the : of Masonic jutin;;udenco. Sa%e for a
Grand Mestor may be. plopsed to absolye | moment a parallel case Ju Craft Mesoncys
thom from theic igutions ot fally bo | el g Tpovinciel, Grand Lodgo  indor
e . o 1 .

Pn-h? relil%i'v a{ mp opl.xinniangéq by‘ ths : represented t%m Grand Master ?l E%%lana,
ince of es, our Most Eminenl an a0 et an increase .of aathority.
Supre;ne Grand Master, to say, that as ! from the g}?&rent Body, and ev:ninalg
thomembersof yont Grost Bror} Dove o | delat sl the Gruad Tolge of that
t arrived a s deoision r due , colony, without calling in o other
a:;ample consideration of all the ciroum. lodgeg'holding'of Scotltgmd and Ireland to
stances of the onse, His Royal Highness , assist it? ‘When the Grand Lodge of New
sy aud vl il s gty | B g o o s
iﬁeg‘ia::: yt,o& ﬁ?nf::u : D;m mem!%e.i‘a e;i ! ander %ngeianiozg\llmanoth:in ung:r g;:otg
Convent-General, and he. will ouly add, | land, tat beither of thuse became the
that in their new position, he trusts that , Grand Lodge of New Bruuswick. There
g eyt gropi v, | St Lo, The G 2ol
me to say, that he has much pleasare in , Was a very influential Proeincie;l Grand
acceding to your personal regnest tg t_ffgin i g‘iodgle an Upyegl Canade, but it was
possession of your Patest of Gran: rior ; dissolve 3 and f 10 Grand . Lodge was
of Canada as an heirloom, which he_dpes , formed by Subordipates holding from the

in shght recognition of the great zcal and |
ability with whuch you have perfortued the \
important duties of yonr Ligh office fur
many years,

1 have the honor to remain, V. H. and
Eminent Great Prior, yours in the |
bonds of the Order,

(Signed) Fr. J. F. TowNsHEND,

Arch, Chan. Temp.
The Very High and Eminent Great Prior
of Canada, Col. W. J. B. McLeod

Moore, Friorial Hoase, 8t. John's, P.

Q., Canade. .

Thus His Ruyal Highuess absolved, as

different jnrisdictions. Take another view:
Bngpose the Grand Master of Scotland
had by degrees ruised a representative in
Canada to the rank of Great Prior, and
the body cunstituted under him Lad been
able to get absulved from its allegiance,
would the mere passing of resolutions,
declaring itself independent, and claiming
the territory, give it the territory, and
force the members holding English alle-
giance into its obedience ?

It is the opinion of the Scottish En.
campments, that the course adopted by
all branches of the Masoui¢ fraternity in

far as he could do 80, the Fratres of tLe , tLis new world, shonll have been followed
Natwonal Great Prniory of Cansda from |in_ this case-an appeal mede to the
thenr allegance to him, and they wore nuw | subordinate bodies, and an anthority
ip & position, for the first time, to take the , created in which all the ‘bodies of the
preliminary steps towards the formation | Order might from the first have been
of a governing body for the Order of the | represented.on equitable terms.
Temple in Canada, with due regard to the ;  This not bBaviug been done, the Scottish
nghts and feelings of the different branckes | Exncampments fall to ses that they ave
. of the Order existing in this Dpminion. summoned by any legal anthority over
The Scottish members of the Crder of | them, to surrender theix present status.
the Temple in New Brunswick, do oot , They do not raise this important peint to
desire to raise now any special question of | question the lawifal authority of the Body,
authority .or juricdiction, but when their'| of which Frater Moore is the head, over
own legitimacy, after nearly thirty years | the constil ents represented in it. Ap-
of existence, is threatened, they cannot ; parently all these constitnents owe him
help pointing oat that the proper course 'Iemgldr allegiance and Knightly service.
was not for the body, which had grown up | Nor do they, it, maintaining their right to
from a Provinocial' 3rand Conclave, with | exist under the Scottish authority, care to
aathonity only over Epglish Epighta Tom. | raise the miore serious gnestion whether
plar, to claim juriediction over ali Knights , the Body, of which he is the hesd,isa
Templar in the Dominion; but that, as |lawfully-formed governipg body of the
soon as the members composing it were'| Order of the Temple for all Canada.
absolved from their sllegiance, and were
in & position to act of themselves and for | question—that is trnly a guestion for the
themselves, they shauld have taken steps | careful enguiry and Knightly consideration
towslus the creativn.of & new and wriginal | of the guverning bodies of Templats in the
power upon & secure and indisputable f Masonic world having supreme original

They are nobt new coneerned with thali

e e e
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Suisioon, foy Sy it tho by | ol Ot b s theo 0. e
now cailing ifsell the Eovere TR aster fur tho. who er,. The 1
Priory of Cc.gnmlo., t,oink}t-opmmg:iqnan;i,: Templ vv owe allegiance to the Gragd
eschange of reprecentatives aa though it | Mmte;a?n Scoua.ng, jost as Lhe gread
wycre their peer, but the Encpmpment of | majority of Canadlan Templars ap “to
St. Jobn may justly ask whether—even , 1884, owed their allegiance to the Grand
sapposing it Wei. possible for the Body, of | Maater in Englond. q’ﬁ latter recognized
which Frater Moore is the head, to olaim | the fact that they coyld pot of their ogm
aothority over the whole Canadian | accord consistently retira from thdt:qile‘
territory, g0 as to havethe ezclusive right | glance. Yet they “ask the Soottish Tem-
in the fatare to establish new Encamp. | plars fo. do what they could not do. If
ments in Canads -it is & kind, fraternal or | our Canadian Fratres conld not take the
:}}:.iv!gllrlunq‘wtﬁlgm? ? xé%qulutiou such a? ; final ztflalvlvithont b?;mgbﬁ.bsogfgk frgll:x tbir
e followip, ost at the very momwent , vow. o egian: o the i at we
when the Tge’mplam under Frater Moore | can? SR . v ¢
ha.&e'beeubab%e téo ain ut\gt ow:u ends by | GIn (;.8;8. I."ta.tex:f Mq;rezoe.dgmsssingttﬁug
Hog  absolve om their egiance. | Grand Priory, referre: the Bcoftis!
‘These wuuld not take the final etep,g:vhieh ' Enca.mpmenrty;.a having been for years in
they felt themselves aunthorized to take, | existence af 8t. John, New Brunswick,
lest they vivlate their vows; nevertheless, | and while expteestai‘n%1 the hope that they
the .follus;ixlzg Siesolution was adopted at the wo&dd }1&? gﬁsignaerizdeif, Scohislfx garmn iu’i&t
sesgion o; — and joine ) riory of Canada.
Resolved,—That the R, E. the Grand He sti@:"‘lf the Epoampq;eg of St. John
S Srion. hiser the Sirestion o fho | Ghastor Gozecet of Bostlond. St woub o
Moet Eminent the Great Prior, to issne the | anwise, and indeed unjust, to adopt any
gec%)bory W&n:aénts go Yiiﬁxh?t othotblof 'coefgi%e }fgisl?gion é’n é.he l?aﬁet.“ A,gm‘x:,f
e Encampments o ights Templar | in 1883, he refers e Encampment o
now under the jarisdiction of the Chaptor- : gt. Jol’m, and the desirability pot tharr
General of Scotland, and working within | aniting withthe Gress Priory, and remarks:
the Province of New Bruuswiok, in the | “It appears that on the subject being fally
Deryolonof Casade, gon. sl emaand ) Siacumed,they 4 ac conatle hepacines
nditions as wi e Con t astified in A o eir egiance
the “lS)overeign Gtegg Ptiiory of C&%mzﬁn 't".ohthe (él!:aptgr-(}en'eiﬁl of mand, jhe'os_n}l
msay hermonize wil e views of the | whence they derived their charter in
g‘mytn;s of thest; -Exicmpgggt: gx %&gﬁs ! p;;lsi@eggblg prior ty the formation pf‘(}reaf:
JFemplar respectively; en at, shonld the jory. )
cgr:ﬁspondence fail, t&faonre the sxegder | ngishstﬁbgm:?t Tof_ ‘thelaar pos,itién.,of‘ the
of the warranis within six mén om tis nights Tem; in Csnads, is
dete, the Supreme Grand Master shall | made Bolelygfor the 1;;in-pose of plaging
issne an edict declaring non-intercourse | before their Fratres everywhere & frir idea
with all Templar bodies meeting in Canada | of their position. They are conservative

. and holding Warrants from any aunthority | adherents of an ancient Order; they ars

but this Sovereign Grgat Priory, and with | influenced by no feeling other than that of
all Knights Templar end Knights of Malta | fealty to theaathority whioch created them,
made within or by such bodies as shall | and to which they owe faithful cbedience.

then be declared illegal.
_ Every member o} the Scottish branch of
the Order of the Temple in Caneds,
since the formation of the
Eneampment of St. Jobn, hes bound
Liimself by his Knightly vows of allegiance,
%o conform to the rules, laws, decrees, and

all other aots of the Order of Knights |

Templar, having their chief seat in Scotr
land, and to be perfectly obedient to the
Grand Master, in conformity to the regula-
tions of the Chapter«General in Scotland.
. The Templars" vow is in this fespect a
yow of personal allegiance and fealty. It
isnot to & G. and Master—an indefinite
pergon -por to “the jurisdiction within
which I reside”—an indéfinits or Qhﬂg%ee
cble juriediction—but it is t6 a partionler
Grond Mastoer and to.& particular governing
Body. There was 8 time when “the
Girand Master” meant Grand Master of the

They respectfully and fraternally assert
| that t.hi National Great Priory of Cansda
has not any authority over them, or any
{ lawful clsim to-their obedience,
| This statement is issped by the anthor-
ity of the Encampment of St. John,

JanEs Apar,

Noble and Eminent Commander of
the Encampment of St. John,
Registry of Scotland,

8t, John, N, B., Canads, July 2, 1885.

This stetement is concwrred in by the
St. Steplten Encampment,
Georoe Prxpee, .
-.Noble snd Bminent Commandsr of
the St. Stephen Encamomet.
© " Registry of Scetland.

! St Stephen, N.B., Canads, July 2, 1895,
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SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY
OF CANADA. .

Oz 7 Unrrep AND MiuiTary OBDERs oF
oae TeMpLg AND o §7. 30BN oF JERUSA
ez, Parrs~mvE, REoDES AND A—
SraTEMEN: 0P THEIR OASE, .

To all Knights Templar i—

The Gresat Priory of Canada has heen
gompelled to declare non-intercourse with
two Encampments of Enights Templar,
working in New Branswick, under War-
xants issued by the Chapter.General of
Beotland. Thess two Encampments (St.
John and St. Stephen), are the enly Tem-
plar bodies in the Dominion of Canada
who do not récognize the authority and
sovereignty of the Great Priory.

The Masonioc laxw of the exolusive juris-
diction of Grand Bodies within their
respective limits, as universally admitted,
adopted and acknowledged on the North
American continent; imperatively demand.-
ed this action on the part of th. Great
Priory; but it was not taken until evety
obther means had been tried, and every
effort made to indace these bodies to join
in one barmonious whole all the Templars
in Canada.

Since 1876, they have béen constantly
invited to unite with the Great Priory.
©Offers have been made to receive them on
terms of equality, and other offers to allow
them to fix their own terms; but all
overtures have been as constantly
zejected. They have been fally aware for
& long time that it was the intention of the
Great Priory to maintain and aphold its
jurisdiotional rights, and it is only when
forbearance has ceased to be & virtue, and
the interests of Templarism in Canada
Jhave become endangered, that this final
action has been taken and non-intércourse
deolared.

The Templar law of the United States
Zally recognizes the exclusive jurisdiction
of governing Graud Bodies, and the statutes
of the Grand Encampment of the United
States expressly deolare, that upon the
Formation of & State Grand Commaeandery,
it is the duty of every subordinate within
its jurisdiction to enroll itself under the
banner of such Grand Commandery, have
its Warrant and Charter issued thereby,
and obey its constitution and stgtutes.

The Great Priory of -Canads accepts this
position, and is prepared to join heartily
with all other Grand Bodies on this conti-
zent in wpholding it.

The suthority of the Great Priory, as
having jurisdiction over the Dominion of
Canads, is unquestioned. It has been
zecognized as such by the Convent-
General of England and Wales, and by
the Grand Encampment of the United
Btates, with whom it has exchenged repre.

l

sentatives, The Scottish Encampmentsin
New. Brangwick themselves do not dispute
its jmvisdiction. Their only argument i3,
that, they derived their exisfence from o
foreign power, before the Great Priory had
become independent, and that therefore
sny proceeding of the Grea§ Priory is no
ooncern of theirs, -

In view of the law of juxisdiotion, a9
stated above, this position i8 entirely inde«
fensible. Whether the Groat Priory was
formed first or last, is a matter of no
consequence. The onig guestion would
be, i8 it formed, or has it a legal existence?
If go, then it is the duty of every subordi-
nate body within its jurisdiction to enroll
itself under the baunner of the Greab
Priory, and acknowledge and obey its
statutes.

It is the convern of the Great Priory
that there should be buf one governing
body of Kunights Templar in this jurisdic.
tiQn; it is the concern of all Grand Bodies
that their exclusive jurisdiction within
theirrespectivelimits should be undisputed.
1t is the concern of every Knight Templar
on this continent, that the law as laid down.
by the highest. authority, should be

univerrally okserved; and it is equally the-

concern of all the Knights Templar in
New Bronswick, that t%?)y should be in
harmony with the great body of Templars
of North America.

Of the legal existence of the Great Priory
of Canada there can be no manner of
doubt. A Warrant is in existence (in Dr.
Scadding’s collection), sauthorizing the
establishment of an Encampment of
Knights Templar at York (Toronto), ia
1800. Another Encampment was formed
at Kingston in 1824, and yevived in 1854.
Others were formed at Tororto in 1854,
and at Quebec in 1855. A Provincial Grand
Conclave was daly formed, in ascordance
with tha usual regulations and customs of
Freemasonry in 1855, with Col. W. J. B.
McLeod Moore as Provincial Grand Com-
mander. This Grand Body was recognized
by the Grand Encampment of the United
States, and the edict of the then Grand
Master enjoined upon all *Subordinate and
Worthy Sir Kunights to hold no fsllowship
or communication with any pretenders to
our Order, coming from said Province and
not bailing from the Encampments” tak-
ing part in its formation.

The Grand Conclave continued as such
until 1868, when, in_ conssquence of the
political changes resulting in the oreation
of the Dominion of Canada, the Grand
Priory of Canads was formed, with Colonel
Moore.as Grand Prior.

In 1876, the name was again changed to
that of the Great Priory of Oanada, and
admission was gained to the Convent~
Genergl on equal terms with the athex
Great Priories forming that body. )
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-~ In 1884, the connection with the Convent-
General was mevered with the full and
willing consent of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, the Grand Master, and
the head-ot the Convent-General, and com.
plete independence secured. The Beottish
Eneampments in New Brunswick had pre-
viously been again invited to join the
Bovereign Great Priory of Canada, but
they again refused. .

The Great Priory having been thus
formed by the representatives of all the
subordinate Preceptories in Canada, (save
these two), became, and now is, fally en-
titled to exclusive jurisdiction in Templar
matters within the Dominion. It will be
at once admitted by all that no foreign
Grand Body can now lawfully create sub-
ordinates within its territory. That is a
Pposition essential to exclusive jurisdiction.
It is equally essential to exclusive jurisdie-
tion that no bodies subordinate to a foreign
Grand Body shall be permitted to continue
to work therein. The increase of power
which has rightfully come to the Great
Priory carries with it the right to prevent
the creation of subordinates by foreign
Powers, and it equally carries, the right to
prohibit the working of any bodies not
acknowledging its authority.

The doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction, if
accepted at all, must be accepted in its
eutirety. It cannot be said that there is
gower to prevent the creation of new bodies

y outside authority, and no power to pre-
vent the continuance of bodies under out-
side authority. Such a position is clearly
zll.o%wal. It would contemplate a power
With no power--an exclusive jurisdiction
that was not exclusive—a contradiction in
terms, and a situation that no Grand Body
could assume, without a sacrifice of its
dignity and an emasculation of its rightful
authority.

The Great Priory of Canada did not take
its final action withous due consideration.
Mxlder_. measures were tried and failed.
EVery.mducement consistent with reason
was tried and fuiled.

As & last resort, was non-intercourse de-
clared, only when the general good of Tem-
plarism demanded it, and only when it
became absolutely necessary, in the best
interests of Templarism in Ganada and
elsewhere.

The Masonic powers in Great Britain do
not acknowledge the American doctrine of
exclusive jurisdiction.

The Templars of the United States,

Wever, have established that doctrine as
& fnndaxpental principle. They have
i‘:erted it in the strongest terms; they

e'i:- Igoted onilt and 1enfomed it with all

S wer, It is a law that is eminentl
Buited ¢ the condition of Masonic a.ﬂ'a.ir{;

on this cont; i
essential nent. It 18 recognized here as

o the peace and harmony which

should at all times characterize *'ree-
masons. It prevents all the cont:  sion
and ill-feeling arising from the interf -uce
of one body with the rights of anothe.:, aud
it has been accepted as a rule which should
govern all Masonic bodies.

The Great Priory of Canada desires har.
mony and the preservation of knightly
courtesy among all Templars more than
anything else. It deplores the existence of
anything approaching to discord. It be-
lieves that its action in this matter was the
only method to be pursued in the interests
of true harmony, and in the best interests
of Templarism on this continent.

The Great Priory of Canada, therefore,
has every resson to expect, with full con-
fidence, the generous and cordial support
and assistance of all its neighboring fratres,
in its endeavor to uphold the true prin-
ciples which should govern and guide the
destinies of our knightly Order.

It was .with extreme reluctance and
regret the Supreme Grand Master felt it
incumbent to confirm the unanimouns deoi-
sion of Great Priory, by issuing his edict of
non-intercourse; and did rot do so until
fully convinced that he was upholding and
maintaining the true interests of Templar.
ism, by establishing an united National
Brotherhood for the Dominion.

The political changes in British North
America, which amalgamated the Pro-
vinces into a Dominion, gave the firet
impetus to the establishment of a National
Templar jurisdiction by the great body of
Templars in Canada. -

No question was raised, or thought of, as
to the legality of the *Chapter General” of
Scotland, or its authority to issue warrants.
Neither was objection made by the Tems-
plar authorities in England, to a concurrent
jurisdiction in British North America
when they established a Provincial Grand
Priory for Canada under & Grand Prior—
and certinly it was not the province of the
Grand Prior to dispute or interfere with
the acts and decisions of his Grand Master.
When that authority ceased and the Can.
adian body was declared an . independent
and Sovereign power, & new era com.
menced, and the Great Prior as Supreme
Grand Master, became the equal in rank
and authority to the Grand Masters of
other jurisdictions, and the Great Priory
became the sole governing body in Templar
matters in Canada.

The progress of the Scottish Teraplars
in Canada, an isoldted body of New Brunse
wick, does not appear to have been very
successful, never having exceeded two En-
campments. The last one instituted, that
of B8t. Btephen, in 1872, has had but a
wonkly existence, and was established atter
that of the flourishing English “Union de
Molai” at St. John, New Brunswick, com.
posed principally of members from the:
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Soottish Encampment there, who petition-
ed in 1869 thehGra.nd P'x:;ior of Ce;.nada. fora
warrant, whioh was subsequently grante
by England.

It is sad to think that the mere senti-
ment of holding a separate authority to
confer the Templar under the
Jjurisdiction from whence the few Scottish
Templars of New Brunswick derived their
existence, should be an obstacle placed in
the way of the general good, the union of
the whole Templar body in Canada is cal-
culated to produce.

This alienation >f our Seottish brethren
is the more to be deplored, connected as
we are with them by the kindred ties of
blood and country, and a Templar system
80 entirely coinciding with oar own.

‘Wiser and more fraternal counsels, it is
to be hoped, may yet prevail at their de
liberations, and the mistaken estimate on
which they now base what they consider
-their just rights, to intrude on the territory
of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canads,
with continued opposition to her authority,
-cease for ever, and the object and teachings
-of the Christian fraternity of Templary be
‘fully recognized and cemented by union
and peace.

'W. J. B. McLeop Mooge, G. C. T.

Supreme Grand Master, Canada.
Attest—
Daxien Sery,
Grand Chancellor,
Barrie, 20th January, 1886.

MORRIS' MASONIC POEMS,

Atthe Coronation, as Poet Liaureate,
of our veteran Bro. Rob Morris, LL.
D., Dec. 17, 1884, it was determined
4‘that a splendid volume, containing
all the Masonic Odes and Poems of
this distinguished writer should be
issued, and that the Masonic frater-
nity throughout the world be invited
to patronize it.” This has been done
in the form of a large quarto of 400
pages, eplendidly printed and bound,
printed in colors, gilt-edged, on paper
of the finest quality that is manufac-
tured, and the book is now ready for
delivery. The volume contains 800
Masonic Odes and Poems from the
band of Bro. Morris, the work of
forty years.

They are here, subjects for song
and declamation, in every variety of
metre, and they embody all the
TImagery of Masonry that is cuggest-
ed by symbol, drama, and tradition.

In wonderful varieties of versifica-
tion, and with extraordinary felicity
of langnage, the author has glorified
the things of peace—the precepts of
the Trowel, Gavel, and Square—to all
coming time., In these pages, slan-
der, hatred, profanity, nncleanness,
and all other things abhorrent to the
white-sonled Genius of Freemasonry,
have been c¢ondemued in severe
strains, while love, gratitude, fratex-
nity, honor, and reverence to God—
the true landmarks of the*Society—
are depioted in lines of living light.
For forty years, a patient observer of
the doings of Freemasons, and one
of the foremost partisipants therein,
he testifies in this book, in three
hundred poems of melodious verse,
his judgment of Freemasonry, ex-
pressing his well-founded sense of its
merits as the best adjunct to the best
influences sof religion and morality.
Let anyone examine carefully “The
Door of the Heart,” p. 90; “The
Level and the Square,” pp. 11, 12;
“One Hour with You,” p. 231; “One
is Your Master,” p. 15; “The Holy
Scriptures,” pp. 86, 88; “Corn, Wine,
and Oil,” p.102; “The Three Knocks,”
Pp.141-148; “The Drunkard’s Grave,”
p. 165; «The Coming of the Master,”
pPp. 2028; and that extraordinary
production, ““The Utterances of the
Sword,” pp. 63 68; or, indeed, any of
the piecas taken at random from the
Laureate Edition, and he will heartily
voncur in the judgment of the cele-
brated Dr. George Oliver, D. D., of
England, expressed as early as 1860,
that ‘‘every poem of our American
brother, Morris, is & Masonie lecture,
an essay roundéed and complete, and
couched in most melodious verse.”
It is known that Dr. Morris is dis-
abled by the infirmities of age, and
by the dictum of physicians can travel
ro mora upon that holy mission which
bas carried him, a Masonic mission-
ary, to all parts of the earth. His
labors have never afforded hiw a sur-
plus for old age, and the commitiee
are induced to speak earnestly for
him now that he can no longer work
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for himealf, A gonerous subcoription
to this ncblo volume will put him
chove want, bud carry bim gently to
the ond of lifs, The volumo will be
gent, post-paid, to any address, for
five dollars, which, for o book so
Jovge and elegont, is cheap. Romit-
tancesmay be sont to—Robert Mecoy,
No. 4 RBarolay street, New York;
Kright & Leonard, No. 107 Madicon
street, Chicago, Ill.; or to Dr. Rob
Morris, La Grange, Kentuoky, If
sent to Dr. Morris, he will, if desired,
append his autograph fo the blank
pages.

Romittances may be in money or-
ders, cheques upon eastern cities, or
bank notes (the latter invariably in
registored Iétters). No delay will ke
mede in mailing the book, inclosed in
& strang pasteboard box for perfeot
preservetion. .

ol

IS FREEMASONRY DECLINING ?

Of the former glory of Freamasonry
there gan be no question, As 8 sys-
tem, it has passed through various
processes cf evolution, and advanced
by successive steps, all along the way
making expression of essential traths
well calonlated to give light and bless-
ing to the world. As an organiza-
$ion it has broadened and despemed
its influence, becoming a factor of no
small importance among the benign
forces of society. It has acquired
zosources both of material and of
higher good, and thus has insured a
remarkable degres of smocess. It
has sttained an honorable positio .,
because of the principics and ideas it
has illustrated, and because of tha
practioal services it has rendered in
ways-of moxal and social usefalness.
‘The record which the Masonic organ-
ization has mede is one of bright.and
blossed accomplishinent, and Crofts-
men may well rejowee that so muck
of inspiration is to be gathered from
@ survey of the past. ‘

. There isno guastion gs to tha pree.
tige which comes from. former days of
Magonic vrogrees .end  sccomplish-

ment, That anoiont ronows is enin-
disputabls fact. Bat how does the
Institution menifest . iteolf b tho
present time? Is it holding its own?
Is it sugmenting its poiver &nd usc-
{uluess,.dr is it deslining? Thore aro
thoso who tell us that Masonry iz on
the wane, that it has about fulfilled
its migsion; and is not well adapted
to the needs and conditions of modern
lifo. - There are othiers who pay that
tho charagtor of the Institation hass
been impaired by changes of pystem
and adminigtration—by. innovations
that ought-not to have been allowed
ané vhioh surely involve a loss bo
of strength and utility. And still
another olass tell us that there is not
now any such attachment to the crafé
as formerly existed, and on this alle-
gation, they formulate their pessimis-
tic theories of Masopio deterioration,
decay, and desth.

‘We take no stock in these gloomy
prophecies. Our belief is, that Free-
masonry was never in a condition of
so much strength and prusperity as
now. To-dsy it gathers to itself
more of the inerements of power
than in aoy former period of its his-
tory, and exercises a broader and
more potent ministry of blessing than
aver before.

Freemasonry is not declining! It
is not declining as & system. It still
stands for the same great principles
which gave it character and promin.
ence in the early timn, and sets forth
o code of morals and ethics that may
well claim the assent of intelligent
and noble minds. Brotherly love,
relief, and truth, are still emphasized
a8 the fandamental ideas of the sys-
tem which is illusirated by anciend
form and oceremony. No changes
have come in to destroy of cripple
the primal teachings of Freemdspnry
as regardy man’s duty. There io the °
same oall now, the eamo ~clear
enforcement by word and, illustration

by a varied sytbolism, that were put

beforo the fathers as they were in-

gtraoted in' ‘tho - Masonic  systom.
Changes may have crept into ‘the
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xitual and tho work, but these have
in no sense affected the great, distin-
gaisl ing principles that anderlie the
Inst ion. Freemasonry in its
cssonwal  character, retains the
ancient impress, and presents itself
to the world in an endimmed morel
splendor.

Xts organic life is not declining, It
never had & more numerous following
than now. Its membership has in-
oreased during the year just ended.
It has prospered in the things that
appear in the outws-d showing; es-
tablishing new lodges in all the coun-
tries of the civilized world; building
new halls, gathering material resour-
cos to a greater extent than in any
former period; and,in manifold ways,
maaking expression of its vigorouslife
- and advancing power. It is still the
Yending fraternity among the world's
associations that exercise their social
and humane ministries,

Freemasonry is not declining in the
character of its membership. Doubt-
Yess there are weak, indifferent breth-
ren, who would not meet the tests of
any severe trial with muoh of stead-
fnst devotion fo the craft. In the
anti-Masonic days, some der ~ 1 the
faith, and showed how einpty a. ! vain
their Masonic professions had been.
Under the same conditions, most
likely zome brethren who have been
xoady to enter a popular organization,
wonld be equally ready to lorsake it
if it became unpopular. Bat beside
theso are others, the majority of she
fraternity as'we believe, who are most
allegiant to Freemaconry both as &
system sud an institution. They
have Masonio enthasiasm, devotion,
zenl, and 1n their hands the interests
of the oraft will suffer no loss. We
have a feeling of pride when we con-
sider the membership of Masonic
Todges, and notice the intelligencs,
moral worth, and tris manhood there-
in ropresented. Qur Iustitntion will
1ot decline, 50 long as it oan eall fo
itsolf such material and be thas sup-

- ported.

Freomasonry is not declining in its
service of social, benevalent, and

moral guod. It performs & benige

work in a way hidden from the gen-
eral view. It administers its practi-
ozl charities in &.way. pevuliar {o-
itgelf. It relioves much snffering,.
and sends the gleams of hope and
joy into many darkened homes and.
hearts. It brings its followers to.
gether in sweet and hallowed fellow-
ship, and by its blessed communica-
tions of friendly thonght and help,.
augments the zest of life. It gives
moral helps and delights as well,.
thus making its offices felt in all that
tends fo the establishment of a
worthy character, and the maintain-
ing of a usefal and true life. While

Freemasoury makes its power to be

felt in such directions; while it exer-
cises so broad and blessed & minisiry
among men, there need be no fear of
its decline or fall. It will endure as.
an agenoy of good—an instrumentul-
ity of light and blessing, which has
resting apon it the Divine approval.
L Freemasons’ Repository.

TIE VOTES.

In R. W. Bro. Robertson's very

useful “Digest of Masonis Jurispru-

denocs,” page 258, I notice, under the
head of voting he says (referring to &
vote in the lodge):—In the oase of o
tie, the Master has the casting vote.””
Will you kindly explain Bro. Roberi-
son’s meaning? As I understand i,
the Master has a vote es & member of
the lodge, and he cannot be deprived
of that vote becauss he occupies the
cheir. Surely, the R. W. Bro. does
not intend that the Master shall vata
8 second time in the eveni of a tie. .

[Note by the Editor.—Robertcon's Dié:esf;-.
is quite correct in this particular. ‘Che
Master has one vote on all questions, as
every other member, and :n addition, a
secand or cssting vob: if thero'be a tis §
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Ofiicers of Wascana Lodge, No. 23, G, R.
N.W. ®., for 1886:—V Bro
Captain Neésls, WAL Bros J A MecCaul,
8 W; G E Weeks, J W; ‘W J Lindsay,
Treas; W D; Firstbrook, Seoc; Rev A Urqu-

her Chap; W T Eddy, 8 D; C H Berker, |

JD; W H Hamilton, I G; Thomas Barton,
D of C;J S Laidlaw, Tyler; F J Hunter
and D A Macdonald, Stewards. At the
dinner, whioh subsegnently took place atb
the Palmer, and which was served up in
%he very best; style, W, Bro. Captain Neale
presided. The first torst was the “Queen
2nd the Craft.”” Thehn the “Grand Master
and the Grand Lodge of Manitoba,” to
which W. Bro. J. A. Kerr replied; then the
*iGrand Master and Grand Lodge of Can-
2da,” to which R. W. Bro. J. H. Benson
xeplied. The Senior Warden proposed the
“J.ijeutenant-Governor and the North-west
Couneil,” to which W. Bro. S8ecord replied;
algo the “North.west Monnted Polics,” to
which Captain Nesle and White-Fraser
mPlied. V. Bro. J. A. Kerr then proposed-
“Yhe officers elected,” to, which Bros.
Neale, MacCaunl and Weeks replied. The
chairman proposed *“The Visiting Breth-
xen,” to which Bros. Purdy, Grover, Davin
and Fisher replied. Bro. Fisher then pro

posed “The Chief Meagistrate elect,” and
HMayor Mowat replied. Bro. Fisher pro-
posed “The Press,” to which Bro. Davin
replied, and in doing o propozed “The
health of the ex Mayor, Jr. Scott.” who,
having replied, gave * The ILindies,” to
vwrhich Messrs. Hanter, Irvine and Davin
veplied. Volunteer tozsts followed, and
theparty brokeup in the ‘*wee sms' hours,”
having had & thoroughly good time.

——m

Following axe the officers of Moors Sov-
reign Copsistory, 8. P. R. S., 32°, Hamil.
ton, at the triennial election, held at the
regular assembly, on the evening of Jan.
Sth. The officers were elected for the
years 18386, 1887, 1888:—1l. Bro. Hugh
Alarray, 38 ©, Ill. Com.-in.Chief; I11. Bros.
Pavid McLellan, 33 @, 1st Lieut. Com.; R.
A. Hutchinson, 329, 2nd lLieut. Com.;
Daniel Spry, 33° Grand Chancellor; W.
H, Ballard, 32°, C.rand Sco; J. W. Mur-
%on, 33 ©, Grand yress.; William Bowman,
329, Grand Almoner; Riochard Bull, 829,
Grand Prelats; Robt. K. Hope, 32°,'Grand
2L of O.; James Robertson, 339, Grand C.
of @.; Jozeph tiacon. 33°, Grand Sentinel;
John BI, Qibsom, 33°, end 3. J. Meson,
329, Aunditors; Hugh A. Macksy, 33°,
zad Rolland Hills, 82°, Trustecs.

MANTTOBA,
GrapsToNE.~Oficars of Gladstone Lodgs,
To. 11, installed by W. Bro. P, St. Clair
Hc&x%gor:——w Bro John Ilasson, V. M;
Bro3 Thomes Cory, 8 W; A 8 MeGregor, J

W; J L Morton, Treas; John Chambers,
Seo; Jos MoAlpine, Tyler; G § MeGregor,
8 D; John MoLaren, J D; Neil MoIver, A
G Willismas, Stawards, The membersalso
attended divine service in the English
Chureh, at 11 a. m , on the 27th.Decomber,
when the Rev, W. J. Garton preached gn
eloguent and instructive sermon. A vote
?,'f thanks was afterwards tendered Aft.

Toronro.—Officers of King Sold-
mon’s Liodge, No. 22, for 1886, in.
stalled by R, W.3Bro. T. F. Blagkwood,
agsisted by R. W. Bro. F. J. Menet:—
‘W. Bro. John F. Pearson, I. P. 1M,;
W. Bro. James:Spooner, W.M.; Bro.
John Cumpdell, 8. W.; Jas. B.Clond-
sley, J. W.; V. W. Bro. W..J. Hambly,
Tregs.; Bros. Wm. Anderson, Seo.;
James Adams, Chap.; G. H. Barton
Browne, Org.; James Reeve, 8. D.;
-Jas. H. Westman,d. D.; Robt. Marsh-
all, 8.8.; John Roberts, J.S.; J. Nel-
les Bastedo, 1. G.; J. H. Pritochard,
Tyler; Robt. Pearson, D. of C.; W.
Bro. Jobn F, Peatsou, R.B.B.; V. W.
Bros. W. S. Lee, and Wilbur Granf,
Rep. M. H. T.

During the evening, the ratiring
W. M. was .presented with & very
handsome silver Epergne and frait
basket, together with an illuminated
address, the presentation being made
by W. Bro. James Spooner, the
newly-installed W.M. Therecipient,
W. Bro. John ¥, Pearson, replied in 4
happy manner, after which the breth-
zen gdjourned to the refreshment.
room, where a pleasant hour was
spent in toast, sang, end speech,

Parry Sounp.—On the 23rd Dee.,
the officers of Cairo Rose Croix Chap-
ter, No. 28, were duly installed by .
11, Bro. J. C. Whichelo, P.G.M.,, and’
after the ceremony, he had' tha very
pleasing duty of presenting Bro.
Charles Ularke, in the name of the-
Chapter, with the Jawelof the Order;
for the faithful snd prompt manner’
in which he periormed .his duty as-
Archivist, which ofiica the Iil. Bro.
hos held sines the Chaptsr was- oz-
ganized, I, Bro. Clarke mods a.
very eloquent raply. :
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On the.evening -of the 2nd Jan.,

the Cralt; of Ogillia tondered a supper
%0 Bro. F. Sroith, wha left town oz
.the following Tuesday for Florida.
A large number were prosent,’and a
pleasant evening <was spent in toast
.and song.

Toronro.—At the last mesting of
Or’ris Rose Croiz Chapter, M. Iil
B ». Daniel Rose, had the pleasing
duvy of presenting V. IH, Bro. Snider,
M. W. 8., on behalf of the Chapter,
before leaving office, with a selection
-of crystal wave, the brother’s crystal
wedding having taken place during
his term of office.

‘Woe are glad to observe that R, W.
Bro. John Sinclair is carrying cut his
duties 28 D.D.G.M. of St. Clair Dis-
triot in a most creditable manner,
having already visited several of the
Jodges. These visits ara conducive of
& great deal of good, and we are con-
fident if all the D. D, G. M.’s would
follow R. W. Bro. Sinclsir’s example,
we wou.d have fewer poor lodges, and
& much less number of rusty Masons.

M. W. Bro. Danisl! Ross, Grand
Master-General of the Bovereign
“Sanctuary of Royal and Oriental
Freemeasonry, hes issued a circular,
directing that in respect to the mem-
ory of the Iate Dr. R. Ramsay, the
_jewels, swords, banners, and altars of
the Order, shall be draped in mourn-
ing for the space of three months,
and thet all members weat on the
Loft breest the violet badge of mourn-
ing.

A grand Mesonic concert was.given
by the Spry Lodge, Ne. 406, G.R.C.,
in Ingram’s Hsll, Fenclon Falls,
Thursday eveping, 1ith Jan., and
thoes who can appreciste good sing-
ing, cay that it wes one of the best
eatertainments of the kind thay ever
attended in the villege. The hall
wes crowded, and the receipts must
heve emounted to nearly $100. Tho
stage was nicely decorated, the baat

of order. was .maintained, méd-.‘thg
gonsarb wWas in eveéry sonss & decide
stccess. W. Bro. Hugh ﬁwong‘gn.
W. M., oiﬁoia!:ed os Chairman. -

Orono Todge, No. 825, G.R. (
held thei gnnusl celebration of He.
John's Day, on Thurgday evening,
Deo-80th.  They engaged Mr. Geo.
Belford, of London, England, togive
a recital in the Town Hall, which
wes . heaxtily enjoyed by all present,
after which the members and their
friends repaired to Mr. J. J. Coulter’s
hotel for supper. The spread did
oredit to Mr. Coulter, which was
evidenced by the manner of those
surrounding the festive board. °After
sapper, & chort prograrame was given
consisting of recitals, speeches, songs,
and some choice music by the Pork
Porry orohgstra. After the usual
toasts the company left for home,
having spent a very enjoyable even-
ing.

A smeunsr case oonnecled with
Masonic jurisprudence, is egitating
the oraft in Texas. We have not
full particnlars; but at El Paso the
lodge was in litigation concerning &
valuable property, which it held under
the Grand Liodgs, and the question of
the constitutionality of the charter
was placed béfore the court. The
deoision was, thet there was not a
legel title. The Grand Lodge has
now appealed it to the Supreme
Court. We shall watch the case with
interest.

LONDON,

The officers of the various London
lodges for 1886, were installed by
R. W. Bro. J. Simpson, D.D. G. M.,
casisted by R.W. Bro. Dewar, P.G.J.,
B.W. Bro. Hungerford, P.D.D.G. M.,
V.W. Bro. E. T. Shaw, of Dorchestez,

| Grand Steward; and V,W. Bro. Brock,

P.a.s.

S1. Jorx’s Lopae, No. 20.—W Bro A B
Groer, W 21; W Bro § H Wilson, 1 PUI;
Bros Geoxrgo Elliott, S Vi.Jos H Marshsll,
J W; J B Hicks, Ohap; Geo Shaw, Treas;
A D Daweon,. Sec, John Fairgrieve, 8 D;
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Jozlme, Garrett, J D: Henry 8 Ford, I-G;
W -Gety, D of O; W H Wigmore and: Thos
Hook, Stewards, Thomes Hook, Organist;

8r. Geosae's Lobge, No. 42.—W Bro
Andrew Dale, W A; W Bro Thos Millman,
M D., I P M; Bros W R Vining, 8 W; Hy
Bepty, J W; W Buskard, Chap; William
Skinner, Tress; V W Bro Andrew Ellis, jr,
Seo; Bros Maurice Scerrow, § D; Thos
Parker, JD; John A Genld, IG; W L
Graham and J A Nelles, Stewards; John
Ingram, D of C; F J Hooed, Tyler.

Emwmning Lovsg, No. 64.—W Bro Jas
H Ferguson, W M; W Bro Harry Suther-
land, I P }M; Bros Peter Birtwistle, 8 W;
C C. Reed,.J W; R W Bros Rev Evans
Davis, Chap; R B Huingerford, Treas; Bros
John-Overed, §eo; Geo Laing, § D; Walter
Morgan, J D; John A Doble, I G; David
Cowan-and Wm Connor, Stewards; Robert
R Ferguson, L' oi C; ¥ J Hood, Tyler.

Tre Tuscax Lobgg, No. 195.—W Bro Geo
PDarand, W ; WBro W J Reid, IPHI:
Bros Geo’D Sutherland, 8 W; Edwin Paul,
J W; R W Bro Rev Geo }M Innes, Chap;
Bro Chas F Goodhue. Treas; B W Bro R
B Hanpgerford, Seo; Broa Chas E Fisher,
S D; J W Hymen,J D; J H Davidson, 1G;
F J Bammond and T B Carling, Stewards;
W § Reid, D of C; F J Hood, Tyler.

Sz, Joan’g LonaE, No. 209a.—~W Bro Wm
O'Brien, W A; W Bro, Alax McDonald, I
P M; BrosE A Cooper, S W; James A
Smith, 3 W; James Taylor, Chap; ¥Wm
Willis, Trees; John Siddons, Sec; Geo C
Davis, S D; Arthur Carrothers, J D; John'
T .Stephénson, I G; D Burt and James
Hodgins, Stewards; R Balmer, D of C; F
J Hood, Tyler. )

CormrEaN Lopee, No. 330.—W Bro O
E Brener, W M; W BroAlex Irvine, I P M;
Bros B R Keyes, 8 W; Frank W Lilley, J
W; H O Simpson, Chap; G N Spencer,
Treas; C Driefer, Beo; Geo Tiylor, S D,
PetenToll, J D: Robt Lewie, I G; JW
Pago end Frank Pontey, Stewards; § Ales-
ander, D of C; Rob} Bonney, Tyler.

Ema Soromox Lionse, No. 878.—W Bro
D O NMaedonald, W AL; W Bro B J Nash, I
P 2; Brog W G Dauif, § W; JasA Grant,J
W; Bem J Nash, Chep;, R W Bro John
Simpson, Treéas: Bros R Al Grahim, Seo;
Alex Currie, SD; J Pritchett, J D; John
Kally, jr., I G; W Oke and A T Kirk-
patrick, Stewards; Geg Moffatt, D of C;
Jas Jeffrey, Org; W I Grecnaway, Tyler.

Uxio5, No. 880.—~W Bro J D Peace,
W AM; W Bro D Sweitzer, TP M; Bros A
O Stewart, 8 W; R B Walker, JW; RW

Bro. Thos AceGloghlon, Chap; Bros O J |.

Bridle, Tregs; J Al Molearn, Sso; OW
Taylor; 8 D; Geo Cairnerofs, I D; H Strat.
ford, T G; I H Webb and G Stinson, Stew-
ards; ‘T HTaylor, Pof€; F3J Rood, Tylet.

]

Rovar Ascr Orrioees, installed by
R. ex-Comp. Hungerford, assisted by
R. ex-Comp, A. G. Smyth, and ex-.-
Comps. Brock and Jeffery:—

St. Jorn's, No. 3.~R ex-Comp Joseph
Hook, Z; ex-CompsJ 8 Dewar, P Z; Alex
McQueen, H; Alex IfoDoneld, J; Comps

R | John Siddons, Socribe E; Wm IMoCadden,

Scribe N; G W Hilton, P §; A Carrothers,
8 8; JasDunn, J §; Wm Wayast, D of O;
A E Cooper, M of 1st V; I H Wilgon, 21 of
2nd V; Charles Taylor, M of 3rd V; R ex.
Comp W Xawthorn, Treas; Comp F I
Hood, Janitor, |

St. Georazs, No. 5.—Ex-Comps Ed Burke,
Z; H C Bimpson, P Z; A B Munson, H; -
Alex Irvine, J; Comps O C Reed, Scribe E;
A D Holman, Soribe N; O E Brener, P 8;
F W Lilley, 8 8; P Birtwistle,d 8; J W
Jones, D of C; CL Driefer, M of 1st V;
W Skinner, M of 2nd V; W Thornton, M.
of 3rd V; R ex-Comp B Lewis, Tresas; -
Comp F J Huod, Janitor.

Tae Grand Master of Maryland has
& ‘splendidly furnished room nexf to
the Grand Seoretary’s office. This is
a gpod 1des, bub it wonld nof suit our -
circumstances. It would be a diffi--
cult thing to movs the room about
from place to place.

OUT OF PITY. .

She was just 17: the very youngest.
little bride that any .one remembered
gver coming to rei at Arntown
Towers; the sweetest, daintiest little
Lady Fieldiné that the country had
ever welcome

To herself it was likea dream, it hag -
come so fast; it seemed asif all her-
life had lived itself in those six months,
the leaving ker English school and
going out to her father’s ]i}ant;sﬁon in -
Ceylon, so proud to be his housekeeper
and companion; the strange, brief life
on the up-country coffee estate. Then
the young English stranger who psssed
through Lindools, in hig rather vague
wanderings for adventure’s sake, and -
who was received and entertaiced st
Hclmg Harcourt with the delightint.
optn-handed hospitality of ' thé colo-
nies. - . .

- Aund then the awfal night when tho- |
sudden terrible siroke of cholersleft
Jher fatherless, and life teomed a groat
.blagk void; and the chaplam’s wife.
had Been good foher, end .kept her.



46

THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

from dying in despair; and Sir Harry
Fielding had been still more good; and 4
then—and then-—she was resting her
poor little orphaned 'head on a heart
that was - kind and trone as her own
father’s, and a strong arm was clase
aroupd her slender waist, and the
woice she liked alone to hear, of all the
voices around her, was telling her she
should never know another sorrow he
could guard her from. He seemod the
only real thing in all that dream-time;
the sad past, and the present that was
so happy, but just as-unlike realiﬁ{.
Was 1t really herself, simple littie
Nesta Harcourt, that people were fuss-
ing over and petting and welcoming
home as if she had been 2 royal Prin.
cess? .
Perhaps it was as well she could not
realize it, or her head might have been
turned. Why, had not the wholg
week Harry and she were spending
with his sister, Mrs. Mostyn, to present
Nesta to the country-side, been one
round of festivities, of which she was
the queen? This evening they had all
driven to a grand concert in the coun-
try town, tb hear a famous singer; and
Nesta, in her wonderful golden satin
gown, rich with embroidery and lace,
with her eyes out-shining the diamonds
on her white neck, and her cheek
flushed with its pretty shy pink, had
been an attraction only second to the
queen of song herself. She felt a little
weary with the excitement and the
hoppiness, now that they had reached
heme and were having supper in the
%ﬁ'eat hall, for the concert had forced
em to dine rather earlier than usual.
The house was crowded with guests,
and they were all vehemently declar-
ing that the night was hardly be
yet, and they meant to finish it with a
fow games, The furniture in the blue
drawing-room was being hastily
moved, and Nesta’s hezd sank at the
thought of further exertion; her head
ached and she was worn out. She
would slip away quietly to bed, and

Jeave to make her excuses to
Pleonor. Where was , by the
way? She had not seen him since

they sat down to supper, and he and
that beautiful Miss Trafford were talk-
ing in the doorwsy. A hasty search
through the nezrest rooms had no re-
sult. and Nesta stopped by an open
door to glance in st the half-cleared
drawing-room.

Two portly dowagers were deep in

conversation, their heads bent togethox .
behind theirfans; but their voices rosa
above the music Eleanor was playing,
and Nests could not help hearing
what they said. * - .

“Gladys Trafford; yes, indeed!’
oried the black velvet gown to tho
Yutple ‘brocade. A very, very old

ove affair that, my dear. He and she
were perfectly inseparable, and a most
suitable match it would have been.
The two oldest families in the county;
his equal in position and fortune.
Lord “Stourbridge's estates are next
his, you know, and Gladys is heiress to
a great part.”’ _ '

hat made Nesta's heart give sucha
leap, and her feet feel spell-bound to
the spot where she stood? Axnwood
Towers was the only place near the
Traffords. It was asif her whole be-
ing were strained to hear the rest; she
never thonght of eaves-dropping, peor
ghﬂd; it was life-and-death werk with
or.

«And why didn't it come about?™
asked the purple brocade. ’

*Heaven knows! A lovers’ {fiff, I
suppose, or Fome such rubbish. It’s &
thousand pities! a Lady Fielding bas
always been at the head of the county
gociety, snd Gledys Trafford is just
made for the position, with her beauty
and cleverness and talents. - She has
slways been immensely popular.”

. ““And who is the girl he has married?
She seems & nice little thing enough.”

«0Oh, & harmless sort of creature;
pink-and-white prettiness, nothing
more. She was a planter’s daughter
in Ceylon, or somewhere; and he was
staying with them when the father
died. She wasleft quite friendless and
destitute, and he married her out of
pity. He was slways a Quixotic
goose, Harry Fielding.”

The spell was ofi now; and Nests,
white a5 death, was hurrying up the
stairs to her room. There was a littla
gofa in 5 sheltered nook in the corri-
dor, and there sat H: —the missing
Harry—and the woman he should have
married.

Nesta sped past, but as she fed sho
saw Harry bend his head to kiss the
boeautiful hand he was Lolding, and she
heard his low murmur—

«If I had only known yecrs ago,
things might have been so different!™

On, on, till her owa door closed be-
hind ber, and she gazed wildly round
at tho protty ornamcnts that shewéd
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her bowor, as if she had never sgan

them before. She flung the dizmonds
from her throat and wrists as if thuy
hart her, and sank into 3 chdir beside
the quaint old ebony table, leaning her
head, with its tangle of erisp brown
bair, down on her folded arms. She
did not shed & tear, but her hrain
seemed on fire,

Beside her stood the tall vase of
rushes that Harry and she had gother-
ed from the lake only yesterday.
Wasn't it & hundred years ago?

“Never another sorrow he could

ard her from?’ Well, it was true;

e couldn’t help this; it wasn't his
fguit; he had meant to doright; he had
married her ‘‘out of pity’’ when he
loved another woman. It must be her
own fault, not his; yet, because she
was pink-and-white, and nothing more;
and she ought to have known pity
w!asn’t love, only it had seemed so {ike
it

“If he had known years ago, things
might have been so different!”” Might
they not still? What if she were to go
awsy that very night, and never frounble
him again? She had not a friend in-
the world except her old Brighton
school-rhistress; she would go to her
and beg her to take her in, and let her
teach the little children. And, per-
haps, she might die soon, und Harry
could be haﬁvpy with the woman he
had always loved. Nesta felt as if
-death wouldn’t be long in coming, she
folt so il now.

She got up to fetch a time-tadia.
Yes, the mail-train passed throngd
Middlehampton 2t 1 o’clock; it was
-only 12 now, and, though she couldn’t
very well understand the puzzling 8g-
ures, she thought it must stop at the
h&ﬂ; station just the other side of the
PBT

- She drew her blotting-book to her,
and began to write fast. A big tear or
two splashed down onthe paper, but
she vwiped them patiently away; it
%ust be clear, that Harry might Tead
3 :

_“They say you only married me for
pity,” she” wrote. ~*I micht have
guessed it, my darhmg, but you wera

€0 good to methat I never, never did.
I can’t make you free againg but it is
betier for us never to see each other
any more, and perhaps I meay die, and
you can go beek to the woman they say
you have always loved. I saw you
Just now, when you kiszed her hand,

and snid things might have been so

different if you had only known years

ago. Yes, they would Lkave been dif-

ferent for s all. God bless you, my
oor, good boy! you were not to
lame.”* : :

She patdsed and looked up.

“Y7het shall I sign it?” she seid; %
am not his wife any more, for only
love really makes a marriage.”

Her eye fell op zer little wedding-
ring, it brightness scarcoly tarnished
yet. She stooped and pressed her lips
to it %e tly, solemnly. *

+Oh, Harry, my Harry,” she whis-
pgre'g,, “if it had only been love, not

ity!” -

She rose and slipped off the golden
satin gown and put on a dark, warm
dress instead.

1 mustnoteven go away from him in
the things hc¢ gave me,” she said, as
she fastened her long fur cloak with
its silver clasps. I baven't a single

own that was mine beforeI knew him.

e has even dressed ms out of charity.
His pity has been more generous than
other people’s love,”

She opened the French window im
her dressing-room and stepped out on
the balcony, whence a flight of steps
led down to the terrace below. She

lanced back at the pretty room, with
its Japanese cabinets, and blue-and-
white china, and the ebony table
where the letter to Harry lay, with the
light full apon it, so that he could nos
miss it. Then she shut the casement
sharply behind her, and resolutely
turned away.

The moon was bright with & fitfal
brightness—now almost as light as day,
now hidden behind burrying eclouds=—
and it was bitterly cold. Nesta drew
her cloak tighter around her, and tried
1o walk fast, but she was deperately
weary, and could only stumble along.
Somehow the way to the little gate
had never seemed so incomprehen.
sibly long. Surely she could nof have
missed her wag? The moon and the
clouds were playing such pranks thag
one could not be sure, and her heart
had been too full to notice 2ll the
turns. It was as black as Evebus now;
& darknesg that might be felt. Nesta
took a fevd steps forward, then stopped
short, by come mysterious instinet,
%ust as tho moon shone out clear and

right once more, ifs gelden sparklo
reflected £8 by & thousand broken mir-
rors in the water of the lake which
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slymbered at her feet. A strange,
obarp pain shot through her heart, us
she saw the very rushes Harry and she
hed been gathering yesterday. Yester-
day? A thoussnd years sgo; when
she was happy. ’ !

A wild thought flashed acrogs: her
brain; she had wished to die; would.it
not be better for Harry and for hersels,
yes, and for that other woman, if she
were lyinz under those cold smiling
waters ina dreamless sleepP It was
only a mwoment, her soul was too white
and too brave for more; she recoiled
with a start of horror; but, shl! the
bank was worn and smooth; her little
feet slipped on the edge, she threw out
her handsto stop herself, but the frozen
grass slid through her fingers; there
was one short sharp cry, and a pale
sweet face lay still among the rushes
in the silent moonlight,

. - * e

It was dark and watm and deli
ciously restful when she knew anything
again. She heard Harry’s low voice
before ever she opened her eyes; and
felt his clasp of her hand—Harry's
hand-clasp, there was no other like it
anywhere—and thought it must be
heaven, and was glad she had done
with earth, since this was so much bet-
4er.  And so she slept again.

And when next she woke she knew
that the clouds that she seemed to lie
on, clounds soft and billowy, were her
own, bed, nothing more ethereal; and
she was aware it must be earth still,
but felt it did not ;:n,abter singe it could
be so like heaven, for Harry’s voice and
Harry's hand were still there; and she
slept again, smiling gently.

But the next tims she woke tue haad
and voice were missing, and only Har-
Ty's back was visible in the room be-
yond, as she raised herself. on her pil-
Iows. And as she rose sha caught
gicht of herself in the long Psyche
% ass opposite, and started at the re-

ection, For all her tangle of brown
hair was cut short, and there was no
pink-and-white prettiness now, only
great dark eyes and a small white

e. And as she fell back on hex pil-
low, half from surprise and half from
wreakness, for she was very feeble, the
bells burst out clear and sweet and
mystiéal, in a perfect carol of exultant

joy. .
*Christmas bells! is it Christmast”

she said, “Why, it was November

when I died!” . 4 .

And es Harry turned and hurried to-
her side, shoe smiled up at him snd-
asked again—

Christmes? is it really Ohristmag, .
Harry?” but he only bent to catoh her
in his arms. .

She yielded to bis kisses; then sud-
denly she tried to push him from herv
“Harry, you must not—you must not!’
she said.

He paw the troubled look in her-
eyes, and knew that memory was com=
ing back. :

“Yes, I must,” he said, ‘‘my little
darling, my blessing, my lifel The
doctor says I may tell you all about
it, for the worry will hurt you more
than the talking; and, oh! how I have
waited for this moment to come! It
has been one long night-mare since the
minute I heard you scream, and ran up
justin time to see you sink.”

“Then it was you who found me?
Oh, Harry!” _

“Yes, you must hear it all. I ctme
to yourrocom five minutes after you-
must have left it, and there was the
time-table open and your little note,-
bless it! and so I just set off for the
station as hard as I could go. Ihad
almost reached the park gnte when
that cry came—off to the right—and I
turned jast in time.’

His voice -broke and he bent his kead
down to hers.

«Nesta, it was all a lie—a vile, infa~
mous lie, whoever told it. Gladys
Trafford and I were always dear old
boy-and-girl friends, nothing more. I
knew my cousin Wilfred Joved her,
and I always thought she had spme~
thing to do with his going to Australis,
years ago. It was only that night she-
confessed to me that they had been en-
gaged sall these years, and Wilfred
was trying to make a fortune for her.
sake. IXtold her I would soon put alk
that richt; and then I scolded her for.
never having told me before, when ¥
could have saved them both sll these
weary yeors of waiting, Nesta!”—for
her face was hidden, and she was sob-
bing, softly—*‘you -will not doubt ‘me
again?”’ | -

“Never, never, neverl not if you told
me yoursclf!. But, Harry,” in a whis-
per which scarcely reached his ear,
“did you really marry me out of pity?”

‘' «Yes, my sweethearf—the very sin-
cerast pity for myself!" -
- Nesta never asked any morc:
questions. .

3
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The Ganadling Genitaman,

Port Hope, February 15, 1886.
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‘We have to spologize to our patrons
for having allowed Tue Crarrsyan to
fall so far bohind. This ocourred
through circumstances beyond our

control. We hope to catoch up by

tho time the April number is due,
end from that fime forward to be
“on time."”

THE TEMPLAR DIFFICULTY.

‘We give up-a great deal of space in
this issue to the position of Templar-
ism in the .Dominion. A eareful
perusal of the subjeet will show that
there is really very litile to hinder
our New Brunswick Fratres from
coming under the banner of the So-
vereign Great Priory. Being desir-

ous of doing our Frafres “down by |

the gea™ ample justics, we have given
their cass in full. It seems to us that
the only guestion our N. B. Fratres
bave at stake is their vows of fealty
%o Scotland. A request from them to
be relieved from those vows would
andoubtedly be promptly complied
with. Tf they feel sggrieved or
slighted at the method of the forma-
tion of the Sovereign Great Priory,
we can assure them nothing was
further from the thoughts of those
taking an aotive part in securing an
Independent body for Canads than
slighting them in any way, and we
aro confident the reception awaiting
them on their throwing in their lot
with the other Templars of the Do-
minion, will convines them of the
aceuracy of our statement. We
earnestly hope thaft the extensive

[
circulation given to the statements of
both sides, may laad to a prompt dand.

‘amicable settlement satisfactory to

all concerned.

—

oy
0-)-

CANADA V8. SCOTLAND.

By 8Sir EKnight Frang W. Baxtegr, of
Highgate, Vermont.

In the Evening Telegram sometime
ago, published at Toronto, is to
be found & very clear and con-
oise statement, both pro and con, of
the difficulties that unfortunately
oxist between the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada, ard St. John and
St. Stephen Preceptories, located in
the Provinee of New Brunswick, who
yob retain their allegiance to the
Chapter-General of Scotland.

We find, firgt the statement of the
Seottish Fratres, which, we learn, was.
obtained by the correspondent of the
Telegram after considerable trouble, &
copy having been refused Grand
Chancellor Spry, although it had been
ciroulated privately for some time, the
recipients being requested not to make
it public; our Sooltish Fratres prefer-
ring the “gtill hunt” to open warfare .
‘We next find the reply thereto, over
the signature of W. J. B. MacLeod
Moore, Supreme Grand Master of
Oanads, which; in our opinion, clear-
ly shows to an unbiased mind, the

unfenable position asgumed by the
Scottish Fratres. )

In this controversy,one of the main
points for Ameriean Templars to take
into coneideration, is that one of
jurisdiotion. Hag, or has not, the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
jurisdiction over the Province of New
Brunswick? Taking all of the eir-
onmstances into considerstion, fox
one, I freely asserf, that by the un-
deniable legality of her formation, by
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the recognition accorded her, that she
has jurisdiotion over the whole of the
Dominion of Oanada. .

I that view is correct, as we think
that it is, then the action- teken by
the Sovereign Great Priory is justifi-
able, and fully accords with the oft-
repeated, und rigidly onforced (by
Americans) dogus of exelusive Grand
Lodge Sovereignty.

If that dogma is what it purports
to be, and what—not only every
Grand Body in Americs—but ninety-

nine one-hundreths of our Masonic-

jurists say that it is, then there is no
possible question but what our Cana-
dian Fratres are clearly in the right;
but, if that dogma is a myth—if ittis
only to be promulgated in particular
oases, or for some particular follow-
ing, and is not applicable to each and
every Grand Body, then it is utopian
and unworthy of future consideration.

If utopian, then all this talk of the
past thirty years, ends in simply talk.
Such, I trust, is not the case.

If that dogma is anything, it is
everything. It is applicable to ail
Grand Bodies, no matter of what
grade, if there is such & thing as
grade in Masonry.

‘When the National Great Priory
of Canada was digsolved in 1884, and
the Supreme Great Priory was organ-
ized as its successor, it claimed juris-
diction over the whole of the Domin-
jon of Canada. It wasso recognized
by the Convent-General of England
and Wales, April 17,1884, and by
the Grand Encampmentof thé United
States, through its Grand Master,
September 12th,1884. Grand Ropre-
gentatives.were fraternally exchanged
between these Grand Bodies of Tem-
plar Masons, and the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada. No guestion was
raised but what the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada had exclusive juris-
diction within and for the Dominion
of Canada, until sometime in 1885,
when St. John and St. Stephen Pre-
ceptories of New Brunswick, declar-

tion from the Grand Encampment of
the United States “as being a sapar-
ate jurisdioti-n from that of tue
Dominion.” This was taxing our
Canzdian Fratres a little too much,
and & resolutioL. was introduced and

.unanimously passed, to give our

Scottish Fratres another opportunity
to transfer their allegiance, and if
that failed, that an ediot of non-inter-
course should be igsned.

Our New Brunswick Fratres knew
full well, that the Sovereign Great.
Priory of Canada claimed jurisdiction
over the Dominion of Qanada; they
knew that olaira had been recognized
by the Convent-General of England
and Wales, and by the Grand En-
campment of the United States. No
protest was heard from them, at or
before the formation of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada; but after
that formation—catching at straws—
they, by the help of a few outside of
that Province, set at defiance the laws
of the Grand Body in whose jurisdic-
tion they rightfally belong.

The olaims advanced by the Scot-
tish Fratves are: First,—That they
have no right to set aside their vows
of fealty to the Grand Body that
created them; Second,—That they
were not invited to participate in the
formation of the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada; Third,—That the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
has no jurisdiction over them.

Are those claims logioal or feasible?
Lot us see whether they are, or ara
nof, .

FEALTY,

The Grand Body that received their
vows of fealty, has the undoubted
right and power to absolve them from
these vows, Had our Scottish Fra-
tres so desired to be absolved, there
is no question but what the Chapter-
General of Scotland would have done
s0o. No such request came from our
Scottish Fratres; because, then as
now, they were determined to resist
the claims of the Soversign Great

«d their intention of seeking recogni- { Priory of Canada for jurisdiction.
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NO INVITATION.

Very true; the Bovereign Greab
'Prior;y did not gend sp'eciilnenvoys,
loaded with rare gifts, as was the cus-
tom of old, to St. John snd St.
Stephen Preceptories, begging them
to assist in the formation of the
Sovereign Great Priory, in which
twenty-six Precoptories, all that there
wasg, excepting these two, in the
Dominion of Canada, took part. Let
us look into this so-called error. Ever
since: 1876, these two Preceptories
have bean frequently invited to trans-
for their allegiance; every offer that
-could be consistently made, was
made; the Provincial Prior, 8ir
Kuight D. R. Munro, offered to re-
sign, and they to appoint one of their
-own numbsr in his place. They
were even told to make their own
$erms, and if ressonable, they would
be allowed—in fact, our Canadian
Fratres were so desirous of peacs,
that they were willing to do almost
anything, withont compromising their
di%nity, to bring about the desired
end.

How were these overtures met by
our Scottish fratres? Were they met
in the spirit that they were given?
By no means; but each and every
proposition was met by a decided re-
fusal, and often by discourtesy. The
Sovereign Great Priory which knew,
dfrom past experience, that any in-
vitation that might be extended to
them, would be refused, and they
committed the the error (if error it
oan be called) of not placing it within
the power of the Scottish fratres to
again treat their advances with con-
tempt. That it was an error, 1 ad-
mit; but, that it was & fatal one, or
that the results would have been
changad, thereby causing acquiescence
on the pert of the Scottish fratres, I
deny. Had the formet ‘advances of
the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
not been go often repulsed, or if they
had not hed the most positive private
information that fature advances
would be rejected, then, the error
might have been a fatal one; but with

all the ciroumstanacs taken into ¢on-
sideration, I olaim that it is mnob.
Again, even after the Sovereign Gren§
Priory had ordered the edict of non-
intercourse to be issued, it was held
back, hoping that our Scottish fratres
might listen fo the offers made and
transfor their allegiance; bat when it
was found that the earnest solicita-~
tions of Grand Chancellor Sir Knight
Daniel Spry were not even replied to,
then “patience ceased to be a virtué,”®
and the edict was reluctantly issmed.

JURISDIOTION.

No Grand Body ¢f Templars has
ever claimed jurisdiction over the Do-
minion of Canada, except the Sove-
reign Great Priory, who is the sue-
cossor of former Provincial and Na-
tional Great Priories. This Grand
Bedy, from the first, claimed jurisdic-
tion over the whole of Canada, and
that claim was not disputed wuntil
done so by the Scottish fratres. '

Why did not the Bcottish Tem-
plars enter their protest against the
resognition of the Sovereign Great
Priory by the Grand Encampment of
the United States? Because, at that
time, they did not consider that argu-
ment # feasible one, but by catching
at straws, they canght this one, hop-
ing thereby, and by the aid of friends
outside, to make & point. Have they
done 50? We think aof.

New Brunswick being within, ar
a part of the Domivion of Canad.,
there being no Sovereigh Body of
Templard in that Provinee, and their
numbers so very small, that one
would not be ab all practical, the
argument is certainly feasible that
the Sovereign Great Priory has jurig-
diotion over it, and, as we view if,
that position should be sustained by
the Templars of the United States.

No one raises a question. as to the
logality of the Chapter-General of
Scotland, or that it is not sovereign
within its own ferritorial limits; bub
we do deny that she hus any jurisdic-
tional right oufside of her own jurig-
diction. :
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- Farione, T fail f0.seo, wharein ﬂae}
.atatement, of the Scottish fratres is
logioal or fepstble, . .. . :
.. 'This unfortunsate state of affairs is
to be deeply deplored; yet, I cannot
sgo how the Sovereign Great Priery
of Canads could, in justios to harself,
.do other than she has-done, without
.humiliation, Had she allowed those
.two Preceptories in New Brunswick
$o exigt without protest on her part,
she would virtually have admitted
that she did not have jurisdiction
over the whole of Canada. It
i5 also unfortunate that so small
.a.body of Templars as those that com-
‘prise St. John and St. Stephen Pre-
ceptories, should be the oauge of
_ereating s» much distorbance in the
Templar world, when, by & single agt
on their part, in which they would
have neither forfeited dignity, self-
Tespect or position, and what is better
yet, have. put a stop o all iroubles,
vexation of spirit and ill-feeling that
must naturally arise. ’

As before stated, if the dogma of
exclusive Grand Lodge sovereignty is
anything, it is everything. The fact
that St. John and St. Stephen Pre-
.eeptories were in existence previous
10 the formation of the Sovereign
‘Great Priory of Canade, does’ not
mend the matter in the least. They
-are within the jurisdiction of the
Sovereign Great Priory, and as such
are amenable to its laws.

That our Canadian fratres. used
avery known peaceful measures be-
fore the issue of the edist is true, and
it is equally true that those measures
fgiled. They now propose to use all
.and every honorable means {o place
_Sheir case before the Templar world;
their acts will be open, and ‘their |
arguments not circulated “an the
ely;” and for me, I cannof see what
else every lover of exolusive Grand
Yiodge sovereignty can do than to
sustain her.

Non-intercourse is the final resnri;
i6ig to be used only when all other

measures haye failed; it is to be de-
Pplored, but, at times, scvere diseases

roquire heroio, freatment, ond with
the $ogq:g:§p, QGreat Priory, we think
that'the tinde tids come when hérgic
medsurer are justifiable. "It is 1o ko
hoped that wiser counsels will prav.

with otr Scottish fratres in Nefy
Brunswick; but if they do not, and
they persist in their course, then they
alone must suffer the consequenices,
ha;ving no oné to bleme but them-
gelves.

ELEVENTH ANNUAL COMMUNI-
CATION OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF MANITOBA.

The Grand Lodge of Manitoba
opened its annumal communication
in Winnipeg, on the 11th of Februaty.
Details have nat reached us, but we
give the following, gathered from the
'Winnipeg press:—

Grand Master—M. W. Bro. Alfred
Peairson, Winnipsg.

D, G M.—R.W. Bro. P.MeGregor,
Peandon,

@ 8. W—R. W.Bro. J. W. H.
Wilson, Winnipeg.

G.J.W.—R. W. Bro. J. K, Brydon,

‘Rat Portege.

@, Chapiain—Rev. Canon O'Meata,.
Winnipeg. :

G. Treasurer—John MoKechnie,
re-elected, Winnipeg,

@G, Secretary—William G. Scolt,
re-elected, Winnipeg.

G. Registrar—W. G Bell, Winnipeg

G. Tyler— Bro. John McBride,

‘Winnipeg.

The following District Deputies
were elected by the several lodges in
their respéctive jurisdiotions:—

For Distriot No. 1, Winnipeg—W.
J. Ptolemy, city. )

For Distriet No. 2, Emerson—C.
F. Collins, Morden.

For District No. 8, Portage la Prai-
rie—P. 8t. C. MoGrogor, G'adstone!

For Distriet No, 4, Minnedosa—E,
O. Dennison, Minnedosa. .

For Distriot No. 5, Brandon-—7., A,
Ovas, Souris. _

or District No. 6, Alberta—, A.

. ) Y

Carr, Regina.
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At six o'6logk-the Lodge ¢alld off
ill “eight.’ ' AY the eveiing stoiot,

the'fitat Grder of’-B“ﬁsiﬂes'g 709 the il

atallation of the officiré-elect.” P.G.
. Bell acted as installing offiver,
with I P. G. M. Forrest s Grand
Marghal. The officers elosted in the

sfternoon were first installed, and | f

immediately after the new Grand

Master announded the following ap-

pointed officers, who were also in.
gtalled:—

@. 8. D.—D. Hope, Winnipeg.

G. J. D.—James Greig, Selkirk.

G. D. of 0.—J. Tees, Manitou.

G. 8. B.—J. Leslie, Winnipeg.

G. O.—A. L. Young. '

G. P.—J. T, Coltéri, Moosejaw,

G. 8.s—C: N, Brown, J. A, Cuddy,
H. York, J. Stoyte, W. J. MoAdam,
'W. R. Markley, R. D. Nixon and

Stewart.

Board of General Parposes—T.
Clark, W. G. Scott, J. H. Kenning,
D. J. Goggin and W. &, Bell.

A committes, consisting of J. Y.
Cain, J. 8. Hough, W. @. Scott, and
J. McoKechnie, was appoiunted to pro-
oure & suitable testimonial for C. F.
Forrest, P. G. M., for services the
past year.

The Grand Liodge then adjourned
to meet again in this city in 1886.

T.
A,

THE BANQUET.

The banquet to the visiting breth-
ron was held af the Leland Houge in
- the evening. There was a very large
number of the oraft present. R. W.
Bro. W. C. Qopeland oceupied the
chair, and R. W. Bro. W. G. Bell
end R. W. Bro. J. H. Kenaning, the
vice-chairs. On either side of the
phairman were P. G. M. Pearson, P.
G. M, Forrest, P. G. M. Bell, and G.
Seoretary Scott. Among other ocity
brathren were J. W. H. Wilson, G.
8. W.; 4. H, Harris, Hon: 0. P.
Brown, A. D. Irish, J, Leslie, Dr.
Brett, J. Cornell, H. Cameron, Dr.
Thibedo, 8. Dufin, J. H, D, Munson,
d. A, Payne, W. G. White, A, B.
Qoblentz, D. Hops, Dr. Clarke,

F Tho cxeallont ouppér boing over,
the ubtlal Toynl toasty sere propescd

snd duly hatorcdi .

The toast of “The Grand Liodge of
Manitoba,” was drank amid the'
greatesh enthusinsm. ‘P. G. M. Pear-
son mede & happy speech in response.
o said he hardly felt able to do jas-
tico to tho toast, when we comsiddr
the immense stretch of terrifory som:
prised in the word Grand Lodge,
extending, as it does, from Tangiers
and Morocoo, Africa, to the foot of
the Rocky Mountaing in the west,—

| to do justice to a tosst of this kind

would require ‘& gilver-voiced Chry-
sotemn. He went on to speak of the
Orphan’s Home in England, the
thousands that were being cared for,
and ssid the Grand Lodge of Mani-
toba had teken a step.to-night to
form g nuoleus of that Kind. * Speak-
ing of the yecent tronbleinthe North-
wost, he said that Oanada to-dsy
oves & debt of gratitdde to the Mae
sonic fraternity of the city of Winni-
peg. One of the first to don the ani-
form to fight for his country was P,
G. M. Foirest, &nd unctber brother,
distinguished in “military cirelés, had
also fought nobly Yor his country.
‘When wo look at this, how can we
help but feel proud that we belong to
sdch an institution as the Grand
Lodge of Manitoba A.F. & A. M.2
If we go to Bt. John’s cemetery, wa
will find the graves of heroic Masons
who bled and died in defeace of the
laws of the country. We should al}
pride oursslves in the fact that we
are Masons, and we should not con-
ceel it, but let every one know we bie-
long to such & noble and glorious
fraternity. Being connected with it
makes us better men, better hus-
bands_and better ditizens. He bs-
lieved that ere long the Grand Lodge
of Manitoba would be equal in sizeto
eny in Canada.’ . '

M. W. Bro. J. H, Bell, M. P. P.y
and M. W. Bro. Forrest, ably ra-
sponded to the toast of “Past Gr
Masters.” ‘

v
e
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-R. W. Bro. W. G. Bell, vice-chair-
yann, proposed the todst of the «Visit-
ing Brethren,” in a neat specch. He
warmly welcomed them to the prairie
city of Manitoba.

~ In response, speeches were made
by nearly all tiie visiting brethren.

" Bro. Brydon proposed the health
of «“The "rethren of Winnipeg,” and
speeches were elicited from Bros. W.
Q. Copeland, W. G. Bell and W. G.
Soott. .

“Qur Sister Grand Lodges,” was
proposed by R 'W Bro. Scott and R. W.
Bro. J. W. Harris, representing the
Qrand Lodge of New York State; and
R. W. Bro. P. McGregor, represent-
ing the Grand Lodge of Utah, re-
gponded. 1

«Visiting Brothren from other
Jurisdictions,” was responded to by
Bro. T. Robinson.

Bro. J. H. Bell proposed the toast
of ¢“The Ladies,” which was eloquent-
Iy responded to by Bro. Dr. Breit.
sThe Press,” “The Host,” and !™e
ginging of ‘‘Auld Lang Syne” con-
cluded the programme,

ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE OF
ST. ANDREW'S, TORONTO.

The Masonic Temple, Toronto strest,
presented a brilliant appearance on
the evening of the 6th February, on
the occasion of the annual conversa-

* gione of St. Andrew’s Liodge, No. 18,
G. R. C. About one hundred orafts-
amen and their ladies were present,
and a most enjoyable time was spent.
The gathering was honored by the
presence of M. W. Bro. Hugh Mur-
ray, G. M., and several Grand Lodge
officers. Before commencing the pro-
ceedings, the bretbren assembled in
&he chapter-room, then marched into
{he blue lodge-room, opened ranks
end the Grand Masler and his offi-
cers passed through to the dais.
There, on behalf of the lodge, R. W.
Bro. W. O. Wilkinson, P. G. R,,
ohairman of the committee, extended
$o the visitors a hearty welcome.
The grand honors were then given by

L the brethren. M. W. Bro. -Hugh

Maurray, in acknywledging the recep-
tion, said it afforded him much
pleasure to be present once more at
& social gathering of Bt. Andrew’s
Lodge. He thoroughly approved of
wae idea of old Grand Liodge offigers
meeting together to talk over their
Masonic reminiscences, and salso of
holding social reunions whero Masong
and their families could meot and
form friendships extending beyond
the mere limits of the lodge-room.
He had laicly been looking over some
old Grand Lodge records, and found
that St. Andrew’s Lodge—the oldest
lodge in the city—had up to the time
it joined the Grand Liodge of Canada,
in 1858, made 116 Masons. Since
then, 872 had been made or joined
the lodge. He was pleased to see
such a large number of ladies present,.
and he hoped all there would enjoy
themselves.

THE MUBICAL PROGRAMME

was then proceeded with. The open-
ing number, a trio by Mrs, Bradley,
Mr. Sims Richards, and Mr. H. M.
Blight, was admirably rendered. Mrs.
Bradley, whose reputation as a vocal-
ist in Toronto is well known, in the
two solos allotted her found full scope
for the display of her taleats and ac-
quitted herself well. Mr. Richards
and Mr. Blight also acquitted them-
selves most creditably., Miss Hateh,
of Whitby, & young lady with a con-
tralto voice of great excellencs, in hor
song “Queen of Night,” showed her-
gelf a finished vocalist, Mrs. H. M.
Blight presided acceptably at the
piano. Dancing was commenced
about ten o’'clock, to the musie of
Seager's excellent orchestra. T.
‘Webb supplied the refreshments. The
eommittee having charge of the ar-
rengements consisted of R. W. Bro.
W. C. Wilkingon, chairman; Bro, W.
B. McMurrich, treasurer; Bro. R. W.
Doan, secretary; committee—W. Bro.
F. Macedoneld, V. W. Bro. Georgo

Tait, W. Bro. M. E. Snider, W. Bro. ..

J. L. Hughes, W. Bro. John Kenf,

P e gt e o =
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Bros. S. J. Clark, J. T. Vincent, E. |
W. D. Batter, L. H. Luke, Ired.
Cook, and James Glanville, The
stewards were W. Bro. M. E. Snider,
Bros. J. H. Fowan and L. H. Luke.
Among those present were R. W. Bro.
W. Forbes, G. J. W. (Grimsby); R.
‘W. Bro. R. H. Preston, D. D. G. M.;
R. W. Bro. Adam Cranston, D. D. G.
M.; R. W. Bro, James Bain, P. G. 8.
‘W.; R. W. Bro. D. Rosa, R. W. Bro.
J. Ross Robertson, P. G. 8. W.; V.
‘W. Bro. G. Tait, G. 8. D.; W. Bro.
F. Maedonald, Bros. J. W. Booth, J.
F. Pearson, John Kent, W. H, Best,
M. E. Snider, J. L. Hughes, W. B.
MecMurrich, Mrs. Wilkinson, Miss
Wilkinson, Mr. and Miss Martin,
Miss Butler, Mrs. L. J. Olark, Mrs.
Doan, Mrs. W. B. MeMurrich, Miss
¥. Henderson, Mrs. Hewson, Mrs,
Hughes, Miss Hughes, Mr. and Mrs.
Trowern, Mrs. Best, Miss Bust, Mr.
and Mrs. A. R. Macdorald, Mrs. Fin.
Iay Macdonald, Mr. and Mrs. C. Bugg,
Miss Hodgetts, Miss A. Best, Miss
Annie Kent, Mr. Logan, Mies Boyls,
Mr. D. Carlyle, Mr. Harper, Mr. and
Mrs, G. Sontag, Miss Bogg, Mr, and
Mrs. B. Robinson, and many others.
The gathering, which was of a very
pleasant nature, broke up about two
o'clock.—Afail, ’
ANNCUAL CONVFRSAZIONE OF
GEOFFREY DE ST. ALDEMAR
PRECEPIORY, TORONTO.

The Masonic Hall, Toronto street,
was thronged with Kunights Templar
in the uniform of their Order, and
Iadies elegantly at.ired, on the ocoa-

gion of the second annual conversa- |

ziona of Greoffrey de St. Aldemar Pre-
ceptory, No. 2, G. R. C., on the even-
ing of the 28rd Janumary. As the
guestsarrived, they wereshown to well-
appointed dressing-rooms, whence
they proceeded to ths brilliant halls
of Masonic chivalry. The uniformed
Knights having entered in grand
parade, Very Eminent Sir Knight G.
8. McCoukey,. Presiding Preceptor,

addressed words of welcome to all,

and congratulated the Knights o~ the
success of their gatherivg. " ‘hen
followwed dancing, cards, singin- and
other amusement. The bannes, re-
presentative of the pilgrimages made
by the gallant Kunights, were very
much admired. The musical pro-
gramme was & very excellent one,
which was very satisfactorily carried
ou. Refreskments were served at
midnight, The famous Monroe Com-
mander of Rochester was represented
by Very Eminent Sir Knight Charles
P. Crouch, and by Sir Knight H. B,
James, Captain.deneral of Monroe's
drill o s, .Auother visitor from a
distance was Sir Knight R: M. John-
son of Apollo Commandery, Chicago.
A number of visiting fratres were
present from Odo de St. Amand Pre-
ceptory, Toronto, and other parts of
the Province. The entertainment
was thoroughly enjoyable in every

respect. :

MASONIC CONVERBSAZIONE.

The conversazione held under the
auspices of Ontario Lodge, No. 26,
A.F. & A M, Port Hope, in the
Operga House last evening (Feb. 10th),
was the most brilliant and successful
assembly of the season. The Opera
House was illuminated with eleotri-
¢ity, the refulgency of which gave an
added charm to the elegant toilets
of the ladies. At half past seven
o’clock the guests began to srrive,
and before eight, the time at which
the entertainment was opened, the
galleries and seats below were filled,
A large number of brethren were
present from adjacent lodges, The
programme was wel' arranged, and
each numberreceived hearty appleuse.
Miss Annie Howden, of Millbrook, de-
lighted the audience with two solos,
rendered in her usual clever manner,
and was recalled in each case, Her
duet with Mr, H. B. Hall," «I Live and
Love Thes,” was very effective, Mer.
Hall’s rich voics showing to splendid
advantage. Miss Gurinlinton, of Co-
bourg, read “The Maniac” very credit-
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ably. A humorous Irish reading by
-Mrs. Deering, also of Cobourg, took
the house by storm, and in response
to the enthusiastic applause, she gave
a short Dutch reading. The violin
solo by Miss Williams was admirably
rendered,and proved her to be a cleyer
manipulator of that instrument. Too
much praise cannot be given the or-
chestra for the excellence of their
musie, both as regards time and har-
mony. To them is in alarge measure
due the enjoyment of the evening.
The preparation of their excellert
selections must have caused them
considerable care, and for which the
brethren feel due appreciation. At
the conelusion of the programme, the
floor was cleared for dancing, and the
gentlemen were soon hurrying around
with their programmes and pencils.
‘We should like to give descriptions of
somme of the handsome toilets, but our
limited space forbids any such extra.
vagance; suffice it to say that they
were very elaborate, and in striet ac-
cordance with the ruling of the beau
monde. Refreshments were served in
the dining-hall of the St. Lawrence
Hall, and received due attention.
Great credit is due the committee for
the harmonious manner in which all
arrangements were completed, and
the refreshing lack of confusion at any
stage of the evening's amusement,—
a result of their foresight and experi-
-ence. Last evening's conversazione
will long beremembered with pleasant
thouglhts by those present.—Port Hope
Daily Times.

\.THE RIGHT STAND.

The Grand Lodge of Louisiana
adopted the following:—

“Your committee on Masonic law
and jurisprudence, have had under
consideration the resolation referred
to them at the session of yesterday,
declaring ‘that the newspaper publi-
cation of the proceedings of Masonic
bodies is contrary to Masonic usage
in this jurisdiction, and deserving of
reprobation.’

“Your ¢ommittee fail o understand
what is sought to be rendered by this
resolution. For many years it has
been the custom of Masonic bodies,
particalarly Grand Masonic bodies, in
this country, to publish such part of
their proceedings as are proper to be
written, and in shape, as by no means
to prevent their meeting the eyes of
the profane, but rather that they
should be spread before the world.
It has also long been usual in this
country, to announce imporiant
actions taken by Masonic bodies, by
telegraph throughout the length and
breadth of the land in every newspa-
per accessible to the wires.

“The general proceedings of all
the Grand Masonic bodies of this
State, have long been published in
the newspapers in this city and State
as matters of public interest, and the
doings of the National Grand Masonic
bodies, have always been regarded as
items of news, and telegraphed to .
and published in the newspapers
everywhere, and we cannot but re-
gard such publication as not orly
proper, but useful. Seeing the utter
impoesibility of every Mason interest-
ed being present at our Councils,
those that are absent are entitled to
keow what is going on, without hav-
ing to wait for the publication of the
proceedings, and we cannot see what
harm can arise from the newspapers
anticipating that publication.

““We, of course, admit that it might
be possible for sore thoughtless, care-
less, or mischievous person,to publish
something that ought not to be writ-
ten about our proceedings, but it is
not likely or probable that such a case
will ever arise; nothing of the kind is
suggested as having already happen-
ed, and if it should ocecur, it could
easily be treated as it deserved, and
even then would not give occasion
for the adoption of so sweeping and
comprehensive & proposition us is con-
templated by the resolutiou under
consideration.

“We recommend that the resolu-
tion be rejected.”
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We agree with the above. The
:gociety columns of the seculer prass
give a great deal of information that
would never reach the great body of
the craft by any other medium. The
-only difficulty is, that some rather
ssqueer” Masonic news appears oc-
cassionelly.

HOW IMASONS KNOW EACH
OTHER.

Artemus Ward used fo say, that
while there were many things in the
gcience of astronomy hard to be
understood, thers was one fact which
entirely puzzled him. He could par-
tially comprehend how scientists
¢'weigh the sun,” and even how they
discover its component elements by
the aid of spectrum analysis; ‘but,”
be observed, ‘““what beats me about
the stars is, how we came to know
their names.” In like manner there
are s number of the features of Free-
masonry, which the profans world,
like Artemus Ward, thinks it under-
stands, but what puzzles them most
of all is, how Freemasons know each
other. Sometimesthey have anawer-
ed their own question by saying, they
recognize each other by a wink, a
nod, o limp in the walk, a shake of
the hand, a tone of the voics, & word,
& phrese. We do not propose to
-consider the question from & profane
point of view, but to make their view
introductory to a Masonic view of the
matter, in which all Freemasons are
interested.

Masonry is & gchool of instruotion,
and, as in all other schools, some of
its students are more proficient than
cthers, owing either to greater study,
or superior natural ability, or both.
Hence, some Mssons are more aph at
recognizing theirbrethrenthan others,
and some are so superficial, and even
mistaken, in their methods of recog-
nition, that thoy ara liable to decsive
themselves, and therefore ba bLedly
deceived. Oneunsophisticated yonth
is reported fo have replied to the
question—“How do you know a Ma-

son ?” by saying,—*Take him before
o Justice gud swear him!” Of
coursd, in the disonssion of this mat-
ter, we make no reference to tha
mode of recognition at the lodge, pre-
liminary to admission thereto. Thab
is & part of the esotery of Freems-
sonry which may not be considered
here, We disouss now only the odd
methoeds that some vninstructed Ma-
gons ocoasionally adopt to scognize
their fellows, and these metheds, i6
goc~ without saying, are all to be
avoided by-discreet brethren.

The wearing of Masonic jewellery
is an indicia of Masonry to some
fresh brethren. If a candidate for
recognition wears a Keystone, or &
Meltsse Cross, on his chain, or s
Square and Compasses on his bosom
or tie, or on a ring on his hand, that
is satisfactory proof to them that the
unkrown is & Brother Mason. Woe-
ful judgment! Talk freely to such &
welking sign-board, make him & con-
fidant, lend him your money, com-
mend him to & friend or a brother,
and you make the mistake of s life-
time. Masons cannob be too carefal
in their travels, to avoid delusion
through such an instrumentality es &
piece of Masonic jewellery. Such
gew-gaws are proof of nothing.
Without corroboration they are ever
suspicious. They are purchasable
almost everywhere, and there is
really nothing Masonic about them.
‘We have known men to wear them
who were as innocen$ of Masonry a8
they were of the Sansorit languege;
they thought they were ¢‘pretty,” and
go they wore them., But such weer-
ers oannot do much harm. Those
that do, however, are either tricksters
who wish to deceive “frcsh™ Masons
who are of “the eleot,” or anti-
Masons, who hope to learn something
about Masonry by wearing some of
its emblems, just as Satan endeavor-

- ed to eppear in the guize of an angel

of light, Look oub for them! Thoy
areimposters of the frst water. Their
entira 1aconie olothing coneicls of &
brass jewel which they have no righs
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to wear. Never talk to such s one
about Masonry, nor communicate to
him any of its secrets, rlor lend him
any money, nor introduce him.as a
Magon. Freemasons, like the
possessors of any valuable pro-
perty, are admonished by the wicked
ways of the world to guard their
resources from spoilmen. We have
5 unique possession,—something that
has been handed down to us from
generation tc generation of “the
olect,”— something that has been
wrongly and vainly portrayed at
times by ignorant and depraved de-
ceivers; but something that is still as
exclusively the Freemason’s, the
genuine brother's, as though there
had never been an expose penmned,
From the beginning there hava
been false brethren, that is—impos-
tors. Even as far back asin Ben.
Franklin's time, he complained of
pretended Masons in "the “City of
Brotherly Love,” who offered to
ssmgke Masons” for a bowl of punch!
There are such pretenders still. Some
anii-Masons even go about and dese-
grate cerlain so-called churches, by
ssworking” pretended Mascnic de-
grees for the delectation of the pro-
fane. They set up a spectacle and
ron & show. Look out for such men,
for some of them weur ountwardly the
emblems of the craft. They are the
Barnums of anti-Masonry, and have
their “woolley horse” to fool the pub-
Yo with.

We have recounted how Masons
should not know each other; how
they should avoid the impostor; how
they should suspect, or at least mot
confide tn, Masonic jewellery; how
$hey shvuld make Masonio acquain-
$ances abroad sparingly aand care-
Folly. At the same time, much
genuine enjoyment may come from
the just recogoition of a strange
brother while on his way from home.
How the hounrs may be made to speed
by, how confidence may be reposed,
tow, in case of nepessity, one’s wants
msy be-..pphed; but bsware how you
proceed, unless you wish to be de-

ceived and plucked. Do your-ask:—
“How, then, do Masons know each
other?” We will tell you the nexf
time we meet in the lodge.—Keystone,

LIBENS SOLVIT MERITO VOTUM..

The 26th of February, 1886, was a
red letter day in the annals of the
Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1, R. Q., for
on that evening the lodge held a
social, which proved & pronounced
success. It may, perhaps, be worthy
of note here, that this lodge is
probably the oldest on this continent,
and one that possesses no little his-
torical fame, being originally one of”
the lodges working under a Travelling
‘Warrant, granted by the Grand Lodgs-
of Ireland, being No, 227 on its roll,
and was attached to the 46th regi--
ment of the British army.

The Liondon Review, 1884, gives-
two interesting ciroumstances in con-
nection with this lodge: ‘During
the war of the Revolution, the Ma-
soric chest of the 46th by chance fefl.
into the hands of the Americans.
The captain reported the circumstance-
to General Washington, who em-
braced the opportunity of testifying-
his admiration of Masonry in the
mosb marked and gratifying manner,.
by directing that & guard of honor,.
under the command of a distinguisn-
ed officer, shonld take charge of the
chest, with many articles of value be-
longing to the 46th, and returned
them to the regiment.”

«In 1805, the chest was again cap-
tured, in Dominica, by the French,
who carried it on board the fleet,
without knowing its contents. Three-
years afterwards, the chest, at the re-
quest of the officers who had com-
manded the expedition, was returned:
by the French government, with.
several complimentary presents.”

On account of its age (having been
institated A. D, 1762), it was grant-
ed anthority by the Grand Lodge of
Caneda, in 1857, to weer gold in-
steadof silver,its name being changed
from “The Lodge of Social and Mili-
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tary Virtues,” to that of ““The Lodge
of Antiquity.”. This authority (writ-
ten on paper, as.parchment was
goarcs in those days), is now atfach-
ed to the warrant, and at present this
privilege is valued, as well as availed
of, by its members, — many of
whom are proud tc¢ be eonnected
with a lodge enjoying such & prestige
as attaches to the Liodge of Antiquity
—a prestige that should place it first
in the estimation of the craft in Mon-
ireal; but, unfortunately, it has been
in a languishing state for years.
About two years ago, it received an
ecoession fo its membership by amal-
gamation with the Vietoria Lodge,
which latter body hag contribufed at
least its share (if mot more) to the
zanks of the prominent members of
the G. L. Q., and some of whose
members, having quietly taken note
of the antecedents of this grand old
Iodge, determined to galvanize it into
fall life and vigor; hence, this depar-
ture from its quondam comatose state
of existence, and it now bids fair to
become a leading lodge on the roll of
the G. L. Q., and at the same time it
effords a sad illustration of how low
down a lodge may be run by stupidity
and mismanagement.

The entertainment consisted of &
concert and readings in the lodge-
room (admission being obtained by
complimentary tickets), followed by a
dance in the lower room of the Ma-
sonic chambers, and was kept up,
with great spirit by members and
guests, till about two o'clock a. m.,
the proceedings being eonducted on
tompersnce privciples, light refresh-
snents being provided in a bountifol
manner 4ad partaken of by those
Present in the go-as-you-please style.
The whole thing went off in such &
satisfactory manner as to reflect

oreat eredit on the ability of the com-
Ihittee of maoagement to cater for
the entertainment of their guests.
The lodge wes also fortuuate in pos-
sessing a Mestor who presided on the
3oyous cccesion in an éasy snd digni-
Sied monner, and the .members of

whose family contribufed by their -
musical talents to the pleasures of
the evening. ,

Our newly elected and genial
Grand Master, assisted by some of his
Grand Officers, lent eclat to the ocoa-
sion. Among them were D.D. G. M.
Andergon, Grand Treasurer Stearns,
and Grand Secretary Isaacson. The
M. W. the Grand Master gave one of
his characteristic addresses, wuich
was much appreciated by members
and visifors, and he was ably follow-
ed in ¥~i~ line by his Grand Officers;
and {!'us the hours passed sway
merrily, all present feeling it was
good to be there, there being but one
source of regret, viz., that for absent
friends.

Can it be believed that the enlight-
ened men who once were connected.
with the lodge of their own accord re-
turned to the Grand Lodge of Ireland
the original Warrant of the lodge,.
that iis present members would now
give anything to have iu their posses-
sion, and this historical document
that had been oarried with the regi-
ment in its wanderings all over the
world, was guietly returned withount
& regret, or even & request that it
might become the property of the
lodge and laid away as & precious and
valued relic? The present member-
ship are however alive to its value,
and have communicated with the
Grand Tiodge of Ireland, in the hope
of getting it back, and are now
anxiously awaiting for the reply to
their communieation. M. W.

Tae Portland, Me., Masonic Jour-
nal, very élegantly says, that ¢the
Great Priory has bitten off more than
it caun masticate,” referring to the
position of Templarism in the De-
minion. Setting out with sach con-
vineing arguments, (?) it would be
useless to farther disouss our com-
temporary’s ‘“views.” - But if the
spme question arose in the U. S.
there would be a very different ex-
pression of opinion, even from the
Journal.
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THE ENGLISH CHARITIES,

The first of our great Anniversary
Testivals for the current year, took
place on 'Wednesday last, and though
the result is some £8,000 short of
what it was in February last, the sum
announced was within measurable dis-
tance of £15,000, and every one will
congratulate the noble beother who
presided, the Board of Stewards,and
Bro. James Terry, the indefatigable
Secretary of the Benevolent Institn-
tion, on their having conjointly labor-
ed to such excellent purpose. Like
every one else, we had our misgivings
as to the result. We do not mean
that we had the slightest doubt abopt
.the good-will of the craft as a body,
to find the wherewithal for the main-
tenance of our charities, But we
know how hard the times have been
of late, how serious ha3s been the de-
pression that has prevailed so long in
almost every branch of trade and
commerce; and we not unreasonably
doubted, if, with all the will in the
world to do what is necessary, the
very large sum required by the Benev-
olent Institution for maintaining it in
its present state of efficiency could
possibly be spared. However, the
festival has taken place; Bro. Terry
was able to announce in the course of
the evening, a total of £14,854, with
a few lists still outstanding; and, asa
consequence, all fears as to the imme-
diate futureare at rest. So auspicious
a beginning augurs well for the suc-
cess of the other festivals, What i8
wanted, is “a long pull, a strong pull,
and a pull altogether,” in order to en-
sure the proper caxrying out of the rest
of the year's programme. In Ma-
sonry, whatever may happen in other
societies, it is not our custom to re-
gard success in one direction as an ex-
cuse, or even & reason for failure in
another. If we start badly, we lose
1o time in pulling ourselves together;
if we start well, we go on as we be-
gan, and keep on pegging away in a
guiet, business, dogged kind of way,
till the whole of our prescribed work

in done thoroughly.

But we shall
have more to say 1 this fashion later
on. What is wanted now, is, that the
craft should grasp the full measure of
Wednesday’s triumph,and the account
and criticism we publish elsewherg,
will tell our readers all they will want
to know.—London Freemasoy. -

o

OFFICIAL VISIT TO AN OLD
LODGE,

The D. D. G. M. of Montreal, R.
W. Bro. Wm. H., Whyte, paid an
official visit to Dorchester Liodge, No.
4, Q. R., at St. Johns, Que., on Tuss-
day eyening, 12th January, for the
purpose of installing the newly elect-
ed officers of the lodge. A large nnm-
ber of brethren from Montreal accom-
penied the D. D, G. M. on bhis official
visit. On arriving at 8t. Johns, the
Montreal brethren were met by g
deputation from Torchester Lodge,
and escorted to ..o Windsor Hotel,
where every attention was paid them.
Shortly after 8 o’clock the D. D. G. M.
arrived at the chambers, where he in-
stalled the officers of the lodge. The
following are the names of the offi-
cers:—W. Bro. H. G. Perchard, W.
M.; Bro. Alfred Davis, S. W.; Bro.
the Rev. J. F. Renaud, J. W.; R. W.
Bro. George H. Wilkinson, Treazs.;
Bro. A. Tenny, Sec; W. Bro. R.
Douglas, Chap,; Bro. E. McConkey,
S. D.; Bro. W. Mace, J. D.; Bro. W.
M. Moore, Tyler; W. Bro. 1. B. Fat-
voye, I. P. M.; W. Bro. Rubert Dou-
glas, P, M.; W. Bro. E. R. Smith, P.
M.; R. W. Bro. George H. Wilkin-
son, P, M,

The installation ceremony being
over, the members of the lodgze held
% dinner at the Windsor Hotel, &b
which quite a number of the mem-
bers, together with the visiting breth-
ren, sat down., The cheir was occn-
pied by the newly instelled Worship-
ful AMaster, W. Bro. H. G. Perchard,
and among those present was Hr.
Bertrand, the.United States consul
at St. Johns. The bill of fare, which
was provided by “mine hos},” was
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very appetizing, and reflected the
'grgtegapcredit on the hotel, After
full justice had besen done to the good
things, the usual Ioyal and Masonic
toasts were proposed, duly honored
and responded to. '

Dorchester Lodge is a very ancient
one, and has numbered among its
members some of the most distin-
guished Masons who have visited
Americs, H. R. H. the Duke of Kent,
father of Her Majesty Quesn Vioforia,
having beeri at one time Master and
one of the charter members. It is
the intention of the lodge, assisted by
what records they mey obtain from
the Grand Lodge of England, {o pub-
lish a history of the lodge, in connec-
tion with their by-laws, shortly to be
issued.

BroczviLLe.—Sussex Chapter, 59,
installed by Rt Ex Comp Grand Supt
Plant, of Ottawa: Ex Comp Geo Gals,
First Principal Z; Ex Comp James
Quigg, Second Principal H; Ex Comp

‘Wm King, Third Prineipal J; Comps,

E A Buckman, Treas; O H Fitzsim-
mons, S E; Geo H Weatherhead,
S N; A L Riddle, Prin Soj; John
Harris, S S; John H Carnagie, J S;
John Grant, Janitor.

Crarrspura.—Beaver Lodge, 284,
installed by W Bro R Carroll: W Bro
Jd H Dickenson, I P M; W Bro R
Carroll, re-elected, W M; Bros Edwin
Dickenson, SW; Robt C Mitchell,J W;
Thos Gibson, Treas; VW Bro Chas
Pye, Seo; W Bro Wm Hunter, Chap;
Bros Edward Bark, S D; Q H Dyrs,
J D; Wm H Smith, S S; Robt Cross-
land, J S; W E Sparling, 1 G; B G
Kelly, Tyler; Jos Rorke, D of C.

Perra.—True Britons Lodge, 14,
installed by W Bro W J Pink: W
Bro W J Pink, IPM; WBro WJ
Pink, W M; Bros Peter Hope, S W;
Edward Eliott, J W; W W Berford,
Treas; Wm A Moore, Sec; Rev M
Macgillvray, Chap; Geo G Publow,
8 D; Geo MeCarthy, J D; Thomas
Swmith, 8 S; Thos Nicholl, J 8; Wm
M EKellock, I G; Wm Hicks, Tyler;
David Hogg, D of C.

|

EKiyesron.—COataraqui Lodge, 92,
installed by R 'W Bro Robert Hendry:
W Bro R 'V Matthews, I P M; W Bro
John A Charles, W M; Bros James
Crawford, SW; George Somerville, JW;
James Shannon, Treas; D Callaghan;
Seo; Rev I Gallaher, Chap; F G
Sharpe, Organist; F X Rogers, S D;
‘W H Carnovsky, J D; J O Metealfe,
8 8; Thomas Moore, J S; Charles
Livingston, I G; Edward Ball, Tyler;.
Robert Bell, D of C.

Strarrorv.—Tecumseh Liodge, 144,
installed by W Bro Chris McLellan:
V W Bro J M Moran, I P M; W Bro
Albert E Neil W M; Bros A Denne,
S W; William Boles, J W; R W Bro
George J Waugh, Treas; VW Bro
J M Moran, Seo; Bros James Steet,
Chap; Stephen Solly, 8 D; Benjamin
Tapp, § D; Samson Gill, S 8; John
Bernhard, J S; William MoOallum, I
G; Alex Hepburn, Tyler, W Bro
W H Hurrell, D of C.

Georeerown.—Credit Lodge, 219,
installed by W Bro Jas Newton: W
Bro G R Anderson, W M; Bros Dr
Todd, SW; W J Walker, J W; W Bro
‘W MecLeod, Treas; Bros T § Wheeler,
Sec; S Beaumont, Chap; T Wren-
shell, S D; C W Bescoby, JD; W
Bremner, 8 8; J Christie, d 8; W P
Moore, I G; E Search, Tyler; J G
Herley, D of C.

‘WeLLanp, — Merritt Tiodge, 168,
installed by W Bro J S Sidey and R
W Bro J M Durm: W Bro R Grant,
I P M; W Bro Evan Mylehreest, W
M; Brosd H Crow, SW; J FHill,J W;
‘W Bro T W Hooker, Treas; Bros W
E Bougar, Sec; W N Garden, Chap;
Geo Young, Organist; W H Crow, S
D; D Pursett, J D; J F Nixon, S S;
D Robbing, J S; A Taylor, IG; C
Ramey, Tyler; S J Sidey, D of C.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Among the installations received
from the jurisdiction of the Grand
Tiodge of New Branswick, are the
following:—

Sussex, No. 4, DorcBESTER.—W Bro J
Edgar Wilson, W M; Bros JasT Cook, S
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‘W; Allan W Chapmen, J W; J F Teed,
Treas; W Bro J B Church, P M, Sco; Bros
Thomes Colwell, § D; Alex MoNeil, J D;
‘Wm Richardson, 8 5; W M Ross, JB; AE
Oulton, D of C; Silas Cole, Tyler; W Bro J
E Church, I P 1.

CarreroN UNiON, No. 8, CARLETON.~W
Bro R H MoWilliams, WW M; Bros W C
Allan, SW; WOR Allen, J W; WBrod
H Leonard. P M, Treas; W Bro A W Reed,
P M, Sec; Bros E 8 Waycott, 8 D;. Jason
Town, J D; W Urquhart, 8 S; R Retallick,
J 8; Geo P Taylor, D of C; W B Parks, I
G; James H Eagles, Tyler; W Bro G F
HBarding, IP M, .

ST. Marre’s, No. &, St. ANDREWS.—After
the initiation in St. Mark’s, St. Andrews,
the members hed a very enjoyable oyster
supper at Mrs, Rundall's, when the asual
toasts and some very fine sentiments were
given and enjoyed, ~ The officers are:—W,
Bro Benj R Stevenson, P M, W M; Bros
Samuel O Turner, 8 W; Edw H Rigby, J
W; W Bro TR Wren, P M, Treas; W Bro
Geo F Stickey, P M, Sec; Bros 0 B Liaw~
rence, S D; § E Fields, J D; H O Rigby, D
of C; Jas Stoop, 8 B;.J Mowat, J §; J Me-
Tauchlen, I G; Alex Campbell, Tyler; W
Bro T R Wren, I P M.

Hinaxt, No. 6, FREDERICTON..—W Bro Jas
D Fowler, W M; Bros Louis B Perley, 8W;
Jobn G Thompson, J W; W Bro George
Todd, P M, Chap; W Bro Geo ¥ Gregory,
P M, Treas; Bros Charles Brodie, Seo; A J
Foley Parker, 8 D; Stewart L Morrison, J
D; Charles L Richards, 8 8; Geo E Coult-
hard, M D, J 8; W Bro Harry Beckwith, P
M, D of C; Bros John Black, I G; John
Lawsonr, Tyler; W BroEdward Cadwallad.
sr, L P M. The officers were installed by
Past Master Cadwalleder, assisted by P AL
ZBfuéchell end P M Harry Beckwith asD
of:C.

Lopae St. ANDREW, No. 16, Ricarsucro.—
IV Bro Hugh M Fergucon, W Af; Bros Wm
J Smith, 8 W; John S Brine,. M D, § W;

Wm Brown, Treas; Thomas W Bliss, Seoc;
J M Upham Bliss, 8§ D; John Stephenson,
Jd D; John MoElmon, 8 8; Wm H MoLeod,
J 8; John Taylor, D of C; John Carran, 1
G; Thomas Micheaud, Tyler; W Bro Wm
A Black, IP M, This lodge meets Mon.
day, on or after the full moon. Visiting
brethren cordially invited.

Mizrawncm, No. 18, Caaraan.~-After the
installetion in Miramichi Lodge, the offi-
cers and members adjourned to the Canada
House for supper. The officers are:—W
Bro Asron Barris, WAM; Bros P H C Ben-
son, 8 W; Fred E Danville,J W; W Bro
Jobn Fotheringham, P 1, Tress; W Bro
Thomes I Gillespie, P M, Sec; Bros the
Rev E W Waits, Chap; John McDonsld, 8
D; Alexcnder Robinson, d D; J S Benson,

_Jr, 8 8; A E Patterson, J S; A S Templo-
ton, IGQ; W Bro A J Loggie, P M, Pof (;

Bro Wi ¢ §mythe, Tyler; W Bro John'§
Benson; L P L, o
Resreoucae, Mo, 25, Darmouvsi,—\T
Bro Jemes E Stewart, W M; Bros Willice
Draper, 8 W; Roneld Currio, J W; A & .
‘Wallsce, Treas; A E Windsor, Seo; Williem
Qurrie, 8 D; J I MoLeod, J D; Jobhn M-
Neish, B 8; Robert MoNeill, J 8; Williame
Calderwood, X G; W Bro W G Disbrow, ¥
M, D of C; Bro G A Willet, Tyler; W Bro
H A Johneon, I P M. Tho officers wero
installed by Past Master W G Disbrow.

Sr. Manrvs, No. 80, 8r. Martmg.—NT
Bro Thomeas MoWhinney, W M; Brog Jud-
son M Fowler, 8 W; George Dimook, J W3
W Bro Andrew Skillen, P M, Treas; W
Bro W E 8killen, P M, Sec; W Bro Roberb
Carr, I P M, S D; Bros David Smith, J D;
Thomes L Paine, 8 8; John § Collins, J §;
W Bro Joseph V Skillen, P M, D of U; Bro
George R Devitt, I G; W Bro James F
Wanamake, P M, Tyler,

EDITORIAL NOTES,

Tee breach between the Englich
and Quebse Mascnic lodges, which
hes been & notoriety theve for some
time, appears to he widening, Sinecs
the organization of the Grand Lodgs

-of Quebee, three English-speaking

lodges have meintained their slla-
giance to the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land., Quebee Grand Lodge hes
taken umbrage at their stand, and at
the annual communication recently
held, a resolution was adopted, re-
quesiing the English Grand Lodge to
withdraw the charters of the"threa
lodges in thet territory, failing to
comply with. which by July 1st,
next, an edict of non-intercourss
would be issued agsainst the English
Grand Lodge, The Grand Chapter
of Quebec hasindorsed this action ont
the part of the Quebec Grand Liedga,
and thus the mafter stands for the
pregent. Col. W. H. Hautton, & pro-
minent Euglish Rzson, hes jush lefs
for Bngland, however, and has been
commicioned by Judge Badsley, the
Brglish Dislrict Grand Master, o
diseuss the meatter with the Grond
Liotige of Hngland, and s imporicnt
announcement is shortly expected in
this conneotion.—XN. Y, Corzer Stanic.
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Tax Masonis Widows’and Orphans’
Home, of Louisvile, Ky., has al
present 188 beneficiaries, viz.:—
Fourteen widows of Freomarons, 92
danghters, and 82 sons.

Tue Grend Master of England hes
oabled his withdrawal of the patent

of the appointment from the repra- |

sontative of the Grand Lodge of
England at the Grand Lodgo of
Illinois, because of the latter having
govered fraternal relations with the
Epglish Grand Liodge at Montreal.
The trouble arises from the Grend
Lodge of Illinois severing its conneo-
tion with the English Grand Lodge
at Quebeo, recognizing the Provineial
Grand Liodge as the only one having
jurisdiotion in Quebes. We think so,
too. His Royal Highness’ action
oarrieg no forse with it in this coun-
fry. —N. ¥. Corner Stone.

Bro. Arrrep Psanson, Grané Re-
presentative of Kentucky near the
Grand Lodge of Manitoba, wag elect-
ed Grand Master ou the 11th Feb,
He makes report to Grand Secretary
Bassett, and 1s about the only Grand
Bepresentative that does. He says
that & new Constitutiod was submit-
It proposes to

poses,” substituting special cormit-
tees. The Grand Lodge abolished
fees for affiliation, and presented a P.
G. M. jewel to the retiring Grand
Master Bell. Grand Secretary W.
G. Scott was re-elected, and veported
an inerease in membership.

He Lgesenep a Lesson.—A mean
appiied to the Relief Lodge, at Mil-
waunkes, Wis., last week, for assis-
tance, He exhibited beautifully
illustraied diplomes as a member of
Ohzpter and Council. When asked
what lodge he belonged to, he said,
that upon joining the Chapter he had
dropped the lodge, not thinking it
negessory to kesp up & membership
in both. He was greatly surprised
to learn that there was no organize.-
tion for relief of Mesons, except for

those whe were regularly afilinted
Mester Magons in gpod standing.
Upon his return homse, he will pro-
bably recover his standing in the
lodge, if permitted so to do. He
had beasn out sixteen yeers.—Masonic
Tidings.

Iz i proposed to make a redistribu-
tion of the Masonis districts through-
out the Province of Ontario. Accord-
ing to the proposed change, Prince
Bdward District, embracing some
twenty lodges, including the Belleville

Jodges, will be gerrymandered. There

is considerable discussion among the
local brethren, who are not favorably
impressed with the proposed new
order of things.—Belleville Intelliger-
cer. This is the kind of comment
which is not calculated to do the eraft
any good. Our- contemporary could
nct possibly be aware of what changes
the Committee of Grand Lodge in-
tend to recommend in Prince Ed-
ward Distriet, and it is by no means
» certainty that Grand Lodge will
adopt the report, The re-distribution
of the Distriots is a difficult question
to deal with, and it cannot be expeet-
ed that every brother will be pleased
with the very fairest decision thatcon
be arrived at.

Pusric Masonic Ocoastons.— The |
Liberal Freemason has had but little to
say about ledges appearing in public,
end what they may do on such oceca-
sions, nof eaxring to join in the diseus-
sion, We have had occasion to
notice, however, in looking over old
records, that public installations
have been practiced in Massachugetis;
in Liodge, Chapter, and Commandery,
some of them, more than fifty years
ago. We are reminded, too, thab
Bro. William H. Smith, of Portland,
Me., walked at the head of a lodgein
procession, at St. Andrews, New
Brunswick, in 1853, and the lodge’s
charter was borne by two brethren.
Albion Lodge, of St. John, N. B,,
weas. in the same proeession. This
was bofore the Grand liodge for
the Provivce wos formed, and while
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most of the lodges were under En. lwho has not this must peuse at the

glish Registry. Wo have not learned
that auy of them were disoiplined in
any roanner for the public display,
even if the exhibition wasun-English.
This provokes the enquiry: did the
brethren in 1858 act without author-
ity or precedent; or did they follow a
oustom already established, by fact or
tradition? —Boston Lib. Freemason.

‘WeLLNGTON as A Mason.—It is re.
corded that the Dake of Wellington
was initiated at the close of the last

century, in lodge No. 494, on the Re- |

gistry of Ireland. Lord Combermers,
speaking of the Duke of Macolesfield,
in 1852, said,—*‘Often, whenin Spain,
where Masonry was prohibited, he
(Wellington) regretted . . . that his
military duties had prevented him
taking the active part his feelings
dictated.” There is also a record, in
which the Duke declined to sanction
the naming of a lodge after him, *‘in-
asmuch a8 he never was inside any
lodge since the day he was made;”
yot, shortly before he died, he lost all
recollection of ever having been initi-
ated at all. He was a remarkable
man; but there is nothing in his case
that might not happen to any one. It
is true, the rite of initiafion into
Freemasonry is a very solemn cere-
mony, and calculated to strike the
mind with great force. That the
Duke felt the solemnity of the ocoa-
gion, there ean be no doubt; that he
subsequently desired a better acquain-
tance with the craft, is equally trre.

oucer door—-his footsteps can never
resound in her halls, “Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyse'f.” He
who neglects this is no Mason. Cover
him with the gorgeous paraphernalia
of our fraternjly, place him on the
topmost pinnacle of our column, if his
heart is not filled with this, he is no
Mason. In vain would all our learn-
ing and traditions and mysteries flow
from his tongue, glibly as oil, if, in hig
heart of hearts, he is not imbued with
thig principle.—Bro. Geo. Reynolds,

Bro. W, Janes Huenan, the well-
known Masonic archmologist, has
promised a lecture to the members of
the St. Aubyn Liodge, No. 954, Devon-
port, England, on the ‘Connecting
Links Between Ancient and Modern
Freemasonry.” A collection is to be
made on behalf of the Devon Masonie
Educational Fund, the whole of the
proceeds of which will be devoted to
that excellent institution. This will
make the geventh lecture delivered in
Devon by Bro. Hughan, and at each
meeting not less than five gunineas
bave been obtained, thus giving each
entertaining lodge five votes for twen-
ty years.—Logdon Freemason.

The Masonic supper and ball given
by Brock Lodge, No. 854, G. R. C.,
Cannington, on the evening of the
21st, was an unqualified sncoess. The
supper was served by J. E. Smith, of
the Quean's Hotel, in his baest style.
Dancing was kept up till the “wee
sma’ hours,” and the craft and their

Admitting this, it is not impossible to | friends greatly enjoyed themselves.
understand the first impressions gain- | A local paper says of it:--“Always
ed in an experience, it may be of hal{ | the social event of the year, and
an hounr, might in the lapse of years ! the success that again attended it on
entirely vanish from the mind. Cases ; Thurslay evening last, must be very
of this kind have been known.— | gratifying to the promoters. Thera
Londvn Frecmasons’ Chronicle. | Were between eighty and one hundred
guests present. Both supper and

Waar Masoxry Engorvs.—¢Thou , masic were all that conld be desired,
shalt love the Lord thy God.” Ma- | the coinpany marking their apprecia-
sonry enjoinsit. To Him her temples | tion by tripping the ‘light fantastic’
are erected. Without an abiding | until 8 8. m. ‘The belle of the ball’
trust in Him the bright Temple of | was —well, our girl, and we were
Masonry must be forever shut. He | there—¢ 'nuff said.’”




