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ERRATA VOL. VIL
Page 1728, 2nd col., line 23, for
192 Intercolonial Railway. ...cee cene vavene sras ve sessesveeese $5,000,000 00"
read
4192 Intercolonial RailWay...veee coesen sversecessos vasssaasss $1,500,000 007

Page 1981, 2nd col., for paragraph commencing line 13, substitute :

« Mz, CAMERON (North Victoria) moved in amendment, that all after the word
‘that’ in the said motion be left out, and the following inserted instead
thereof :—* The said matter be referred to the Belect 8tanding Commitiee on
Privileges and Elections, with instructions te enquire into the facts alleged,
investigate precedents, and report to this House thereon.’”

Page 1982, 1st col., after line 6, insert :
« Amendment (Mr. Cameron, North Victoria), with leave of the House, witkdrawn. |

ADDENDA VOL. VIIL

Page 1354, 2nd col., after the division, add the following :—

“Mr. VALLEE said that the second motion contained in its first part the item of
wheat, on which he had previously voted. He maintained his first vote on
that article, but he desired to express his dissent in reference to the other
two items mentioned in the motion. That was the reagon why he had voted
against the motion of the hon. member for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton).

“ Mr. TALLIER said he was in the same position as the hon. member for Porineuf
(Mr. Vallée) in regard to this motion. He maintained his vote in reference
to wheat ; but, as he was obliged to vote on the motion of the hon. member
for North Norfolk (Mr, Charlton), he had voted against it, in order to express

his dissent in reference to the two items which were mentioned beside that
of wheat.”

Page 1992, 2nd col., after “ After recess,” add the following:—

¢ On the Orders of the Day being called,

# Mr. CONNELL stated that he had received several telegrams and letters, stating
that there was considerable dissatisfaction in the county he had the honour
to represent, in consequence of steamers being unable to pass the Woodstock
Railway Bridge, on account of insufficient draw, and the draw-bridge not
being in the proper place. Me again directed the attention of the Govern-
ment to it, and trusted it would receive their earliest attention.”



THE DEBATES

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA

IN THE

FIRST SESSION OF THE FOURTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,

APPOINTED TO MEET FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS 13 FEBRUARY,

1879, IN THE FORTY-SECOND YEAR OF THER REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA. .

SECOND VOLUME OF THE SESSION.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuesday, Sth April, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Thtree
o’clock.

Pravers.

SEPARATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
FROM THE DOMINION.

PROPOSAL TO INTRODUCE A BILL,

Mn. DeCOSMOS : I move for leave
to introduce a Bill, entitled an Act to
provide for the ful separation of
British Columbia, seconded by any gen-
tleman opposite who thinks proper to
second it.

Mz, SPEAKER : Who seconds the
motion § . 1

Mz. DECOSMOS : The hen. member
for Sunbury *

Mg. BURPEE (Sunbury) : No.
The motion was not seconded.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he was glad to
find that certain hon. gentlemen who
were condemning British Columbia from
hour to hour on the floor of this House
as an incubus, an excrescence ; those who
threw insolent epithets at the Province
of British Columbi

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was
nothing before the House.

Mz. SPEAKER ealled the hon. gen-
tleman to order. '

Me. DECOSMOS said he thgaght he
had ag much right——

Several Hox. MEMBERS : Order.

Mr. DeCOSMOS said he hoped the
House, or the Speaker, would not ask him
to take his seat, because, before the day
was out, the occasion might arise when
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he would insist on that indulgence
which was granted to hon. gentlemen on
both sides of the House.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) moved
the adjournment of the House.

M. DECOSMOS said he had heard
from time to time, in this House, the
grossest insults that had ever been offered
to any people, cast on the people of
British Columbia. That Province had
been called an excrescence, an incubus,
had been charged with endeavouring to
gain something from this Dominion with-
out any equivalent. He moved this
resolution, and he asked those hon. gen-
tlemen, who said they wished to get rid
of the Province, to second the motion.
Not a single hon. member, from the
Premier, down even to the member for
Sunbury, or the member for Charlotte,
dared to second that motion.

Mzr. HOLTON said the hon. gentle-
man could not introduce a Bill, and claim
a seconder on a motion to adjourn. It
was utterly irregular.

Mzr. DeCOSMOS said he merely
wished to draw the attention of the
House to the unfortunate position in
which the Opposition stood ; also, to the
unfortunate position in which the Gov-
ernment stood. The people of British
Columbia had as little faith in one side
as they had in the other.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally in-
troduced and read the first time :—

Bill (No. 74) Further to amend the Supreme
and Kxchequer Court Act.— (Mr. McDonald,
Picton.)

Bill (No. 75) To amend an Act for the more
speedy trial, in certain cases, of persons
charged with felonies and misdemeanours, in
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.—(Mr.
Me Donald, Pictoun,)

Bill (No. 76) Respecting the Andrew Mercer
Ontario Reformatory for females ~—(Mr. He-
Denald, Pictou.)

ENGINEERS’ REPORTS ON PACIFIC
RAILWAY TENDERS.

REMARKS.

l!!n T‘UPPER said, before the Orders
of the ‘Day were called he would, thh

Mz. DeCosmos.

[COMMONS.]

Pacific Raslway Tenders.

the permission of the House, say a word
in reference to the application made by
the hon. the leader of the Opposition, for
a report of the engineers on the tenders
submitted to the House for the construc-
tion of the two sections of the Canadian

- Pacific Railway recently put under con-

tract. The effect of making public those
reports, which were, to a certain exten?,
confidential, would not be in the public
interest; it would tend to prevent the
Government receiving as full information
as they otherwise would. It would ren-
der engineers more cautious in their
statements, lest their reports might
bring them into personal collision with
men of prominent positions, such as
contractors. He proposed to place
these reports in the hands of the hon.
the leader of the Opposition for his
personal information, and he was sure
the hon. gentleman would exercise a
wise discretion in not making public
reports of a character considered confi-
dential by the parties who made them.

Mz. HOLTON said he ventured to
state, before his hon. friend replied, that
it was pot in his private or individual
capacity he desired to be put in possession
of these reports, but to be used on the
floor of Parliament. He had the utmost
confidence in his hon. friend, who was
his chosen leader. There were matters
passing between the front benches which
might be considered confidential, but this
was not one of those matters. It re-
ferred to an important administrative
act of the Government, which must form
a subject of discussion if it was to be
communicated at all.  Therefore, his
bhon. friend ought not to accept the
reports on the terms offered. Every
member had a right to this information
if it was to be communicated at all, and
it was for the Government to take the
responsibility of withholding or sapply-
ing it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, when he
asked for those papers, he ventured te
draw & distinction .between those parts
which related to the standing, morally
or otherwise, of the contractors, or any-
thing of that kind, and those which bore
upon the arlmablhty of accepting one or
other tender, apart from such considera-
tions. He suggested, then, that the re-
porte, so far as they were of an offieial
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technical character, ought to be placed
before the House. It would be a very
inconvenient practice for any hon. mem-
ber to accept documents which he could
not use in debate. Rather than accept
them under that condition, it would be
better for him to discuss the matber as it
appeared on the surface, without the
engineers’ reports.

‘Mr. TUPPER said he thought it was
in the public interest that such reports
should not be considered public property,
beause that would tend to restrict the

expression of opinion of engineers
in relation to the capacity of con-
tractors to fulfil their contracts,

which, becoming public, would be likely
to bring into collision public officers
holding very important positions and
contractors who might subsequently be
discharging the duties of contractors
under them, and would thus prejudice the
public service. He (Mr. Tupper) would
have no objection to take the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay into his confidence,
as well as his leader. He would be quite
willing, indeed, to place all the reports of
the Engineers on those tenders in the
hands of the leader of the Opposition,
with the statement that, if, on their per-
usal, in consultation with so leading a
member of the House as the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay, he thought it would
be wise to lay them before the House, he
(Mr. Tupper) would accept his judgment;
and do so.

Mz. HOLTON said he did not waut
to be understood as affirming that those
papers ought to be brought down in all
cases, or in this particular case. He did
not know anything of the character of
the report, whether it would be proper
to bring it down or not ; but he did say,
that, when papers were demanded, Min-
isters must, on their own responsibility,
decide as to the propriety of producing
them. But his principal object, on the
spur of the moment, was to protest against
private communication of public papers
being  made, as was dome in
this case by an hon. Minister
to an hon. member.
quite true that his hon. friend was the
leader of one side of the House, but,
after all, he was here simply as the mem-
ber for Lambton. He bad no priority ot
claim to the public records over the miem-

It might be
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ber for Chateauguay, or any others;
and, therefore, he (Mr. Holton) had
taken the earliest moment to protest,
on principle, against the partial, secret,
confidential communication to a member
of the House of public measures. They
would, perhaps, have occasion to debate
the matters to which those reports
referred, and ought not to have their
hands tied in any way. Therefore, he
desired simply to proclaim what he con-
ceived to be the true doctrine with
regard to the matter. Hon. gentlemen
must decide on their own responsibility
what papers they would bring down.

Mr. TUPPER said he ought to have
added that, in acting as he had done, he
was only reciprocating a courtesy which
he had on more than one occasion
received from his predecessor in the
Public Works Department. If his hon.
friend from Chateauguay would throw
his mind back to what took place a few
evenings ago, he would remember that
the leader of the Opposition stated, in
reference to these papers, that he had on
more than one occasion submitted to
gentlemen opposite veports of a some-
what similar deseription, and information
which he did not think it desirable to
lay on the table of the House. He
(Mr. Tupper) had only followed this
precedent.

Mr. MACDOUGALL said he thought
that this matter was of too great
importance to permit of its being dis-
posed of by a conversation across the
House between a Minister who made the
proposition and the leader of the Opposi-
tion. He thought that, where millions
were involved, and where, by the law of
the land, this House was to pronounce
upon the contracts entered into by the
Department of Public Works, hon.
members should, at least, have the
opportunity of knowing -what had been
done; because, as he understood
it, these contracts did not take
effect until they and the reports
of gthe Department were laid on
the table of the House for a certain
period. Therefore it seemed to him it
was their right and their duty, as mem-
bers of Parliament, as trustees for the
people, to have all the information ma-
terial to the formation of a judgment

upon the propriety of the action of the
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Government placed in their hands. With
regard to the engineers, he had had a
little experience in the Department him-
self, and could not call to mind any case
in which their reports were confidential.
He thought that the duty of the en-
gineers was rather to state, from a pro-
fessional point of view, the nature of the
works to be undertaken, the number and
regularity of the tenders, with such re-
commendations as might be thought de-
sirable for the guidance of the Minister.
If necessary, the engineers should report
an the character of the eontractors,
whether they were fit and proper persons
to be entrusted with a public work,
whether or not they had previously acted
dishonestly, or caused delays and em-
barrassment to the Government. Such
communications could be kept separate,
and treated as confidential. But, with
regard te any other matter, the action of
those public officers should surely be
submitted to the review of Parliament.
He could understand that it would be
very unfair to those officers to submit
their private and confidential reports to
Parliament without their having been
previously informed that such a course
was to be adepted. But, he thought the
practice of receiving and acting upon
these private reports unforiunate, as
tending to excite suspicion in the public
mind with regard to the bona fides of
Ministers. They all remembered that
it was the practice of the hon.
leader of the Opposition, when Minister
of Public Works, and when challenged
before the House, or the people, with
reference to matters of administration in
his Department, to fall back on his en-
gineers, and content himself with the
statement that they had made this or
that recommendation. In his capaeity
as a public man, he (Mr. McDougall)
had felt justified in arraigning that hon.
gentleman for ndt having exercised his
own discretion and judgment, for not
having acted upon his own responsibility
in muatters involving such important cen-
sequences to the people. His hon: friend
the present Minister of Public Works, on
more than one platform had agreed with

him (Mr. McDougall) in his eondemna--

tion of that objectionable practies.

Now, he believed, without expressing’

any doubt, or lack of confidence in the
honesty, ability or integrity of the Min-
Mg. MACDOUGALL.

[COMMONS.]
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ister of Public Works, and his colleagues,
that it would be to the advantage of the
Government and greatly to the comfort
of their friends, since certain matters
had been challenged in the public press—
since statements had been made as to the
commission of acts wearing an appear-
ance of irregularity or of divergence from
the ordinary course—if all those trans-
actions were made plain, and all the
facts put before the House and the coun-
try. He assumed there had been nothing
wrong ; but was afraid, if the reports
of the engineers were suppressed, if in-
formation due to Parliament and the
country was withheld, if private con-
ferences were held between the present
and the late Minister of Public Workson
such subjects—in view of the charges
against that hon. gentleman—it might
be suspected by some, that he desired to
cover up his own misdeeds, when in
office, by approving of similar transac-
tions on the part of his suec-
cessor. That suspicion might arise,
and he did hope, with regard to those re-
ports, that, if there was anything in
them of a confidential character—any
personal reflectionsyon the part of the en-
gineers—those passages would be elimin-
ated, and that the House would be per-
mitted to see the portions dealing with
the material facts of the case, in arder
that hon. members and the whole coun-
try might judge as to the propriety of
the final determinations of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the hon.
member for Halton (Mr. Macdougall)
was quite mistaken if he meant that he
(Mr. Mackenzie) initiated any new prae-
tice when Minister of Public Works.
He initiated no new practice whatever.
But he covld recollect some few reports
in respect to particular persons, some
confidential remarks as to the moral
standing of tenderers for public work,
which he did not think it desirable to
make public. But he had no recollection
of any engineers’ reports or papers on
public works, called for, having been re-
fused. The hon. gentleman said he had
arraigned him for desiring to shelter
himself behind engineers’ reports. Ha
was mistaken, as he (Mr. Mackenzie)
had always assumed the full responsibil-
ity of his transactions ; but he had stated
that his course in certain matters was
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sustained by the reports of the engineers,
and that, if the engineer had approved of
any transaction, it was primd facie evi-
dence that it was a proper one. With
regard to the other point the hon gentle-
man had referred to, namely, that all
the documents ought to be before the
House, he had already stated that
everything that referred to the
giving out of contracts—of a tech-
nical and public character—every-
thing except the moral or personal
reasons why any persons had been passed
over—should be laid before the House.
He thought it was fair that the Minister
of Public 'Works should, on his own re-
sponsibility, leave out such portions as
were strictly confidential, given to him
as a Minister, and bring down the re-
mainder. He recollected well, on cer-
tain disputed occasions, such as that of
the award of the contract for Section 15
of the Camadian Pacific Railway, and
the Georgian Bay contract, reports
of the engineers were brought down,
with the documents embodied in them,
snd published at once, the moment they
were called for. There was no change
of practice made while he (Mr. Macken-
zie) was head of the Public Works De-
partment. He had felt it essentially a
part of his duty, as the political head of
a2 Department, to see that the officers
charged with the engineering and busi-
ness responsibility of such eontracts were
in accord with the political head, and he
in accord with them. He had 1o recol-
lection of a single contract having been
given out during his term, in which
everything concerned in those contracts
was not concurred in by the deputy
head and engineers of the Department.

Me. TUPPER said that the moment
he should have adopted the course sug-
gested by the leader of the Opposition,
he would have exposed himself to the
charge of garbling the reports of the en-
gineers, and he did not intend to expose
himself to any such suspicion. The
hon. member for Halton said that
suspicion existed with regard to his
(Mr. Tupper’s) courss in this matter.
He had never heard any hon. gentleman
#ay 20, and would be glad to have the
grouads of any such suspicion stated to
the House. He would not have it said
that he had refused to show engineeris’

[ArriL 8, 1879.]
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reports to hon. gentlemen opposite who
were desirous of seeing them. He had
stated already his reasons for treating
such reports as private and eonfidential,
and the hon. member for Halton, who
had been a Minister himself, ought to
have known that they were sufficient.
He (Mr. Tupper) had stated that it was
desirable th:t the Government of the day
should have the full benefit of the
knowledge and opinions of the engineers
in relation to all parties tendering; that,
if the question was simply one of amount,
the Government, with all the figures
before them, would not want the engi-
neers’ reports; but, if they had from
them reporss dealing with the pro-
fessional character and capacity—not the
moral character—of the tenderers, it
would not be judicious to make them
public. Such reports were private and
personal, and the engineers would, if
they knew they were to be published, be
more cautious in their statements. But,
after what had fallen from the hon.
member for Halton on this case, he (Mr.
Tupper) would lay all the papers on the
table, and allow the hon. gentleman to
see whether he, or any other hon.
member, could find any grounds for the
imputation, or suspicion, in relation to
this matter, which he had, for the first
time, mentioned. He would at once lay
on the table all the reports in relation
to the contracts recently submitted.

VICE-CHANCELLO R BLAKE,
REMARKS.

Mr. COSTIGAN said, before the
Orders of the Day were called, he would
like to ask the Minister of Justice if his
attention had been called to a certain
serious complaint that had been made
through the publie journals against a
very high official of the country. He
alluded to certain expressions used by
Vice-Chancellor Blake on certain occa-
sions, which seemed to have given dis-
satisfaction in the country. His atten-
tion might already have been called to
the fact that this hon. gentleman was
charged with using language unwise and
objectienable, holding the position he did.
He (Mr. Costigan) did not pretend the
hon. gentleman did use this language ;
but he was desirous of impressing the
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House with the importance of ascertain-
ing whether he did really wuse the
language attributed to him. Hon.
gentlemen might, perhaps, be disposed to
blame him for introducing this matter
into the House, but he could point to a
precedent from the English House of
Commons. Sometime ago in England, a
man named Johnson, holding office under
the Imperial Government, made use on
some public occasion of expressions
which were 8&alculated to give serious
offence to a portion of the people of that
country, and Mr. Sullivan, a member of
the House of Commons, called the atten-
tion of the House to the fact that an
official, in the pay of the Government,
had abused his position, and asked the
Government if any notice had been taken
of it. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
said :

“ As the House wasaware, Mr. Johnston was
a salaried official of the Crown, as a Commis-
sioner of the Fishery Department, but Mr,
Johnson had only recently been taken into the
permanent Civil Bervice, and, perhaps, was not
aware how objectionable it was for him to use
the language attributed to him, holding the
position he does. His right hon. friend the
Chief Secretary had given Mr. Johnson a
caution, which would probably be sufficient.”

He thought hon. gentlemen would be
satisfied that he was not out of place in
rising on this occasion. The English
Government had characterised Mr. John-
ston’s language as objectionable, and he
thought the language of the kon. Judge
he alluded to was still more objection-
able. We had, in this country, all to
look to our Judges with confidence, res-
pect, and esteem. We wanted them to
be above even the prejudices that some-
times influenced men belonging to different
political parties, and we all wanted to feel
that they were qualified and willing to
dispense  justice in an even-handed
manner. When any Judge, no matter
from what part of the country, gave
evidence of what people believed to be
a want of liberality in his public ex-
pressions, that was caleulated to shake
the corfidence in such Judge of a portion
of the people of this country who had to
look for justice at his hands. He had no
notion to make in reference to this
matter. He felt confident, if the matter
had not already been brought before the
hon. the Minister of Justice, that that
hon. gentleman would now deal with it

Mz. CoSTIGAN.
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in such manner as he should deem ii his
duty to do. He (Mr. Costigan) now
left the matter entirely in his hands,
having performed what he deemed his
duty to the public. He would just
quote the exact words which the hon.
Judge was reported as using. Several
charges had been made against him in
the newspapers, but he would refer to
only one, in which he was stated to have
said, at 2 meeling in Toronto of the
Episcopalian Synod :

“« He sincerely trusted that former differ-
ences ceasing to exist, they should become the
pattern Diocese, and shoulder to shoulder fight
the battles of the Church, and, with other
Protestant denominations, go strongly against
Popery and infidelity.”

Mr. McDONALD (Pictou) : I have
only one observation to make, in reply
to the remarks made by the hon. member
for Victoria, N.B., relating to a very
high official in this country, Vice-Chan-
cellor Blake. T have received a letter
from a gentleman, calling my attention
to some such observations, stated to have
been made by that high dignitary, which
I am ready to bring down, should any
hon. member of the House require it.
It was addressed to myself by, I think,
a gentleman named Boyle. I have just
another observation to make. T think
my hon. friend will see that the high
dignitary of whom he bas just spoken,
stands in a very different position from
that of the official to whom he referred,
Mr. Johnston. Vice-Chancellor Blake
isad mfg% of one of the Superior Courts
of this country. He holds his position
for life, or during good behaviour, and
the Constitution provides that the only
mode of impeaching or correcting the
conduct of a Judge of the Superior
Courts, is byan address of the two Houses
of Parliament. It would be unbecom-
ing and improper for me to say more.

WAYS AND MEANS.—THE TARIFF.
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

House resumed the adjourned debate
on Mr. Tilley’s proposed motion to agree
to resolutions velative to duties of
Customs and Excise, reported from
Committee of Ways and Means (March
14th), and Mr. Mackenzie's motion
in amendment thereto (April 4th).

L]
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Mg. CARON said, after the pro-
tracted debate already had on the tariff,
not too long, however, considering the
importance of the subject under dis-
cussion, he felt more than ordinary hesi-
tation in asking .the attention of the
House to the few remarks he deemed it
his duty %o make. He felt, moreover,
especially unfortunate in following so
many hon. gentlemen who had discussed
this question with so much ability and
eloquence. His excuse for taking up the
time of the House now was that, owing
to the gravity of the question under de-
bate, he considered it the duty of every
member to place upon record his views,
so that his constituents might know if he
had faithfully locked after the interests
confided to him. At the outset, he must
say, that this tariff should be framed,
not upon the taking into consideration of
the interests of one Province alone, but
it should be framed on a consideration of
the interests of the whole Dominion,
and of all the political institutions of this
country. Who ignored what a difficult
task it had been for the statesmen of
Canada to organise, under different
political circumstances, this great Con-
federation of ours? It was a difficult
task, because various interests had
to be reconciled, and then, as to-day, it
became necessary to consider the various
interests of the several Provinces which
were coming into the Confederation. If
Confederation, so far, had been a success ;
if the statesmen of Canada, belonging to
both sides of politics, had been able to
organise and work successfully that great
scheme, it was due, in a great measure,
to the concessions which were mutually
made by the different Provinces, conces-
sions without which it would have been
impossible to carry out Confederation.
He hesitated not to say that the difficulties
which Canadian statesmen had to meet
to-day in preparing this tariff were very
pearly as great, if not as great, as those
Just referred to. To-day, like twelve
years ago, it was necessary to harmonise
all the various interests of the several
Provinces, and he believed that, if a
proper spirit of concession were shown
by the representatives of the various
sections of the Dominion in discussing
the tariff, it would havea great success
in the country, taken as a whole. This
srade question was agitated long before
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the hon. the Finance Minister brought
down his Budget speech. Aftera fair
trial of the late system of Free-trade,
the people had decided to introduce the
Protective system, and, at the same time,
they condemned the policy of the late
Government. That policy had not produced
the effects expected from it, and it was
only after having given it a fir trial for
many years that at last the people of
Canada determined upon introducing a
new policy, and this policy had been
approved by the greatest majority that
any political party had ever obtained in
this country. This brought him to refer
to the financial system of the late Gov-

ernment. Gentlemen now occupying the
Opposition side of the House, as
far back as 1872, decided that
Protection  should be introduced

into Canada, and that without Protection
Canada could not prosper. He saw
sitting opposite several of his hon. friends
with whom he differed in politics—with
whom he had fought more than one
political battle ; but with whom, never-
theless, he was happy to believe friendly
sentiments existed outside of polities. He
remembered when his hon. friend the late
Minister of Inland Revenue was address-
ing a public meeting in the city of Quebec
on political matters, when he explained,
with his usual eloquence, the platform of
the Partt National, which he and others
were organising. On that occasion the
hon. gentleman laid it down as one of
the planks of his party that this country
should adopt a Protective policy. He
remembered well, on another occasion,
when that hon. gentleman delivered one
of his most eloquent speeches in the
Quebec Parliament, it was in defence of
the great principle of Protection. He
{Mr. Caron) might be mistaken, but he
believed one of the principal reasons
those hon. gentlemen had lost the favour
of the people was, that they had abandoned
the Protection plank of their platform.
It was to be remembered, however, that
when those hon. gentlemen advocated
that policy they were not in a position to
carry it into effect. They were a small
minority in the Province of Quebec. But
if there was one thing more than another
which shook the confidence of the people
in them, it was the fact that, when they
came to occupy the Treasury benches,

instead of being true to their policy, in-
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stead of being true to the pledges they
had made, they reverted to the policy of
Free-trade. As a Conservative, he was
proud to congratulate his party upon hdv-
ing been true to their principles, and car-
ried out faithfully the promises which they
bhad made to the people on the hustings.
The Coggervative party had been true to
the pledgdg it had made to the people in
the cold shades of Opposition, and be was
sure that nothing was more calculated to
popularise the Conservative party than
this Protective policy. The Govern-
ment, in framing this policy, had care-
fully considered the different interests
which it affected, and the returns from
the different Provinces showed that the
policy was acceptable to them. Since
the inaaguration of this policy, several
industries which had been closed for
many years, had been again set in opera-
tion. A few days ago he received letters
from Montreal, informing him that new
factories were about to be opened, thanks
to the new policy. Messrs. Redpaths’
refinery had already been opened. So
little importance did the late Minister of
Finance attach to that industry, that he
never attempted, by his policy, to giveit
any encouragement. Instead of giving
it encouragement, he drove it from
Canada and transferred it to the Ameri-
cans, who were coming into Canada and
carrying away money which, under a
proper financial policy, should have been
expended amongsé¢ our own people.
Among the new induostries which were
being started, he might mention a
rumour in the city of Quebec thata
very important tweed factory was likely
to be established. He knew his hon.
friend the late Minister of Inland Reve-
nue might have his doubts about this
policy. But that hon. gentleman, when
he was elected in Quebec East, told the
people that he wounld do all he
could to help the ship-building
interest, but when he came up to
Ottawa, shortly afterwards, no doubt
the strong Free-trade views of the hon.
the late Minister of Finance prevented
him from carrying out those pledges.

Mx. LAURIER agked if the ship-
‘building interest would not be fostered
by the opening of Freetrade with
France.

Mz. Caron.
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Mg. CARON said he did not propose
to discuss that point, but that point
could fully be carried by a change of -
tariff, with reference to French wines
imported here. What he asked was
what the hon. gentlJeman had done to
foster that industry. He remembered
very well the brilliant promises the hon.
gentleman had made, but he did not re-
member that these promises were ever
carried out.

Sir ALBERT J. SMITH : Are they
being carried out now ?

Mzr. CARON said, in speaking of this
subject, he believed that just on the eve
of the election some letters passed be-
tween the hon. member for Lambton,
and the French consol in Quebec.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That was eight

months before the election.

Mg. CARON : That is not very long
before the election.

Me. MACKENZIE : It is not on the

eve of the election.

Mzr. CARON : If I remember aright,
then, the letters may have been written
eight months before the elections, but
they were published almost immediately
before the election in our papers. In
fact, a few days before.

Mz. MACKENZIE: They were pub-
lished at the time.

Mr. CARON : The hon. member for
Lambton may have forgotten about the
matter, as he generally does about every
matter having reference to Quebec in-
terests.

Mz. MACKENZIE: I do not for-
get much.

-

Mg. CARON said he had no doubt
the hon. gentleman might have for-
gotten the exact date at which he wrote
those letters. He (Mr. Caron) belioved
that the object of Protection was to pro-
mote the interest of the different classes
of the cornmunity. He did not consider
that the agrieulturists of the Dominion

{ could complain of the tariff. Speaking

more particularly in the interest of the
farmers of the Province of Que-
bec, he found, looking over the
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imports and exports, that last year the
Americans introduced into this country
},697,700 bushels of oats, amounting in
value to $610,491. These oats came
from the United States, and the result
was that the value of oats was -con-
siderably reduced, very much to the
detriment of the farmers of the Province
of Quebec. During the same period, we
exported to England and other countries
2,970,284 bushels of oats, which showed
we were producing more oats than we
consumed. It was impossible for us to
compete against this foreign produce
which was coming into our markets
without we had the same privilege of
sending our surplus productions on the
same conditions into the United States.
Jt seemed to him that the present
Government, in imposing this duty, had
in view the agricultural interest of this
country, and they could not be too
highly eulogised for having protected
this important branch of our national
prosperity.  As he viewed it, the result
of the present tariff would be to increase
the production of oats in Lower Canada,
and the Province of Quebec was a Pro-
vince in which oats could be produced on a
very large scale. Last year we imported
from the Americans very nearly
8,000,000 bushels of Indian corn, and,
if he understood the question at all,
he believed that this Indian corn was
used to a very great extent for distilling
purposes, and could be very
well replaced by Canadian oats. The
effect of the tariff would also be to in-
duce our agriculturists to give more
attention to the production of Indian
corn. There was absolutely nothing to
prevent us in Canada from producing
Indian corn, except the policy which had
so long prevailed in Canada. He con-
sidered that, under this tariff, not only
the farmers of the Province of Quebec,
but of the whole Dominion, would be
atimulated to increase their agricultural
productions, and more particularly the
production of Indian corn. What he
complained of was that, under the old
taviff, the Americans had absolute con-
trol of our markets, without paying any
duty. It was impossible to read the late
Qanadian tariff, and the United States
tarift, withont coming to the .conclusion
that the policy of the United States
tended to make the Dominion a slaugh-
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ter market for their goods, and to de-
prive Canada of a reciprocity of tariff
with them. As an instance of the
absence of reciprocity, he would
state that, last year, we exported to the
United States 6,243,033 bushels of
barley, on which we paid a duty of 15c.
a bushel. It seemed to him that, if the
Americans could collect 15¢. a bushel on
barley, it could hardly be considered an
advantage to Canada to allow American
produce to come into Canada without
imposing any duty whatever. No one
could come to any other conclusion but
that the American tariff was unjust as
far as Canada was concerned ; that our
late tariff was simply ridiculousin ad-
mitting all these articles of commerce
without any reciprocity of tariff.
Not only was that the fact, but the late
Administration, for a time, considered it
was necessary to change the tariff which
existed in this country. He remembered
very well when tke Hon. Mr. Brown
went to the United States for the pur-
pose of negotiating a reciprocity treaty.
In his speech to the Senate (22ud Febru-
ary, 1875), after alluding to the way in
which the American tariff would affect
Canadian agricultural interests, he stated:

« And now let us place in contrast with
this the great agricultural interest, with its
half million of hardy workers—which has no
Protection—which feeds the whole people,
and contributes, besides, annually to the

foreign exports of the Dominion, commodities
to the value of thirty-four millions of dollars.”

He thereby admitted that, under the
system which the hon. gentleman eonsid-
ered should exist in Canada, their agri-
cultural interests were ignored, and that
it had become necessary to protect those
interests against American competition ;
and, therefore, he and his political friends
considered that the position of Canada
was such that they had to look - some-
where to improve the relations which ex-
isted between the United States and
Canada, as far as the Dominion was con-
cerned. He believed that the present
Government, in adopting their present
Protective policy, were carrying out
these very views, which struck the
minds of hon. gentlemen opposite when
in power as proper, and which, to-day,
had become an absolute necessity, if Can-
ada wished to keep within this country
those hard-working families, those young
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men, hard-working farmers, to whom the
Hon. Mr. Brown referred, and who had
been compelled, under the old system, to
leave the country and settle in the
neighbouring Republic, under whose
firancial system they found that protec-
tion which had been refused to them in
Canada, for their products, and their
skilled labour. He was free to admit
that, if he looked to the interests of the
Province of Quebec solely, he would
certainly have preferred that a duty had
not been imposed on flour and wheat ;
but he considered it would be a very
narrow-minded policy for any Govern-
ment to frame in a country like this, a
financial policy, which would not be one
of mutual concessions, of give and take,
so far as the different Provinces were
concerned ; so that the present tariff
ought to be one which would be accept-
able to the whole Dominion. He con-
sidered that this Protection which had
been accorded to agricultural products
would have one very beneficial effect, as far
as the Province of Quebec was concerned.
They had, as hon. gentlemen knew, north
of Quebec, the great valley of the Lake of
St. John, than which—and he could state
it without fear of contradiction—there
was nc better wheat-producing dis-
trict in the Dominion of Canada.
Last year, without any railway
communication, without advantages
possessed by other portions of the Pro-
vince, some 10,000 bushels of the best
wheat ever known in Canada was taken
out of that valley, and, since the intro-
duction of the new tariff, Fe knew that a
number of people who had lived in the
older parishes in the different counties
round Quebec were going to settle in
that valley.

Some Hox. GENTLEMEN : Hear,
bear.

MRr. CARON said the hon. gentlemen
might say ¢ hear, hear;” but he knew
some 40 or 50 families who had left their
old homes in his county and elsewhers,
and gone to the valley of the Lake of
St. John. This district was considered
of so much importance that some of the
wealthier capitalists in the city of
Quebec, aided by municipal subsidies,
and also by one granted by the Local
Government of Quebec, were now trying,
and would succeed, to build a railway

MEi. CaroN.
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between that valley and St. John, a dis-
tance of 150 miles, which would open
up to the Quebez market one of the
richest wheat growing districts in the
Dominion, and give Quebec a valuable
back country. That was an advantage
which hon, gentlemen from the Province
of Quebec could not overlook, and which,
certainly, must be taken into considera-
tion. In favouring a policy like the
present one, it was necessary to take the
future into consideration, and construct
a tariff which would foster every branch
of industry, as far as was practicable,
and give that Protection to commercial
interests which would render this country
hereafter rich and prosperous. The
valley of the Lake of St. John, as was
well known, was not only considered to be
one of the richest agricultural districts in
the Province, but it was destined
to become the home of the half mil-
lion of people who, for several years
past, had been leaving the country and
going to the United States. Ifthis rail-
way could be built, as he hoped it would,
and he hoped the Government of the day

would see their way clear to
help the road, the district re-
ferred to would contribute its full

share to the wealth and prosperity of
the country. Besides this Protection,
which he considered the policy of the
hon. the Finance Minister would give to
agriculturists, he was of opinion that
Protection had also been extended to
the different interests which they must
take into consideration, and which cer-
tainly contributed so largely to the wel-
fare of a people. If this tariff was des-
tined, as he believed it was, to produce
these happy results, was it not a policy
which should be acceptable to the whole
of the people of Canada? In Quebec
they bad a ship-building industry, and
they had large and important factories:
such as cabinet factories, carriage facto-
ries, rope-walks, which required to be
fostered, which they certainly were not
under the system which prevailed when
the late Government were in power.
Last year alone, they imported $399,794
worth of furniture ; also, $85,634 worth
of carriages. Whilst at the time they
bad in Quebec alone—of comrse, he spoke
ofthelocality which he wasmostacquainted
with-—they had a large cabinet manufac-
tory, in which had been invested a very
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large amount of Canadian capital, and
which had beenpractically closed under the
late fiscal policy. Some eight or ten
years ago this factory gave employment
to some two or three hundred pedple;
but immediately after the late tariff was
brought into operation, they had, in the
newspapers of the day, published in
Quebee, notices of auction sales of manu-
factured goods from the United States,
actually underselling furniture that
could be manufactured in Quebec by
Canadian hands and with Canadian
capital. He could very readily under-
stand how it was possible for American
goods to come into Canada, and under-
sell Canadian home-manufactured goods.
It was easy to wunderstand that the
Americans, with a population of
40,000,000, producing more than suffi-
ciont for themselves, were able to send
their surplus stocks into Canada, and
undersell Canadians, thus keeping their
factories going’ without reducing their
working staff, and, in that way, control-
ling our markets as well as their own.
The result would have been, if this
system had continued, the closing of our
factories ; and, when once this had been
achicved, then the Americans would sell
Canada their goods at their own prices,
and destroy for ever our industries.
Considering this branch of industry
alone, he believed this tariff would have
a very good effect as far as the Province
of Quebec was concerned.  Under this
tariff, he wasconfident they would prevent
Americans from cominginto this country,
underselling our own manufactured
goods, and closing our factories, and
that it would result in keeping in the
cities of this Dominion our labourers,
mechanics, artisans, who, wherever
they went, had always been
considered the best workmen that could
.be found in any country. Would it be
possible, if it were not for the fault of
the fiscal system of the country, that
these hardy sons of Canada would go
out of Canada merely for the love of
living under a different flag? No; the
reason the sons of Canada left their na-
tive country and their homes was be-
cause it was impossible to obtain the
labour necessary to enable them to bring
up their families respectably. And,
in this connection, it was an inter-
esting fact to note that these emigrants
69
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iromediately sought a country where a
strong Protective tariff existed. - There
was another branch of industry upon
which the new tariff would have a bene-
ficial effect. He referred to the imposi-
tion of 20 per cent. on Roman cement.
They had in Quebec a cement factory
which for years had been struggling
against very great difficulties for exist-
ence, but it had succeeded in holding its
own, and had taken a first prize at the
Philadelphia Exhibition. The duty im-
posed on this cemen® would enable this
factory, within a reasonable time, to be-
come prosperous, and he hoped the (ov-
ernment would show their Protective
views in preventing imported cement
from being used on their public works.
It was all very well for hon. gentlemen
opposite and the Liberal Fress of the
country to raise the cry that this tariff
would increase taxation ; but for years
they had been rolling up deficit after
deficit, and how would it be possible
to make up for these deficits and
prevent a¥recurrence in future, except-
ing by changing the fiscal policy under
which these enormous deficits had acen-
mulated, and adopjing such a ene as
that now before them, which ke had no
doubt would give that stimulus to our
industries, and would give us that pros-’
peritylwhich the countryso much needed?
Had the hon. gentlemen remained in
power, they would have gone on for years
imposing duties, without any predeter-
mined system, to make up these deficits.
They would no doubt have increased tke
duties on two or three articles, but they
would not have established a complete
system that the country tould under
stand. The people of Canada now, at
least, eould under the system sub-
mitted by the present Government. The
Liberal Press got up a cry about cur
people paying more than they did before
for certain articles. Upon that point he
would quote the utterance of an hon.
gentleman who belonged to the opposite
side in politics. ~He would quote an
extract from the letter of Mr. Joly in
reply to some questions which had been
submitted to him by a Committee of this
House upon this most important question.
This extract read as follows :—

« Q—Is it in the interest of the Dominion
that we should continue to admit American
produce free, while Canadian produce exported
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over the border has so heavy a tax levied on
it? :

« A.—No;itisagainst the interest of Canada!
I humbly think we should not admit anything
free of duty, except the raw material required
for our manufactures.

«Q.—What effect has frec admission of Indian
corn on price of coarse grains, in your section
of the country ?

« A.—We are not much affected in our part
of the country, because, unfortunately, we do
not produce much more than what is required
to supply our own wants ; but it appears to me
that wherever the farmer produces more than
he requires for his own use, and has a surplus
for sale, he must suffer by the competition,
It is trne the purchasers, among whom the
manufacturers and the workmen ought to
count, for a very large proportion may buy a
little cheaper than the farmer, but, as a natural
consequence, they will have to sell their goods
cheaper to the farmer, whose purchasing pow-
ers are diminished. It is not by cheapening
everything we can hope to attain national
wealth, The dearer we pay the better for ve.

provided our paying power keeps pace wiuh

the increase of price. Ask a workman which
of the two he prefers, flour at $4.50 g barrel
and no work, or flour at $6 and plenty of work.
Farming and industry are a strong team when
they are driven together. Divide them and
you have a one-horse concern, or rather two
that will not do anything like the work of a
good strong double team.

« Q.—Does the freeimportation of American
flour, without reciprocity, put you at a disad-
vantage, as compared with Ame-ican competi-
tors ; and if so, state reasons?

« A.——I think those who have grain for sale
must feel it seriously.”

This indicated perfectly what the hon.
gentlemen and their friends considered
the true policy, which ought to be intro-
duced, and which was similar to the one
proposed by this Government. He must
also refer to another important subject,
the iron interest, which would be fostered
under this tariff. It was impossible to
deny that this country possessed mines
of great wealth. 'We had, for instance,
not far from Quebec, on the north shore
of the St. Lawrence, the great iron mine
of St. Aubain. Upon that mine an Eng-
lish company had expended one million
of dollars already. The money for the
time being was a complete loss, as it was
impossible to compete against the im-
ported iron from the States, and the
mine was therefore closed. The iron
obtained from it was admitted to be fully
equal to the best Swedish iron. Under
this tariff, this important industry would
be developed, and with that development
there was nothing o prevent us hereafter
from building our own iron ships, making
Mg. Cagox.
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our rails, bridges, and every article of
iron which was now imported. It was
difficult to understand how this industry
had been so long neglected, especially
when it was seen that under the Protec-
tive tariff of the United States the Am-
ericans had been able to produce iron,
not only to supply their own market, but
to compete against English iron in the
English market. There could be no
doubt whatever that the same result
wouid be obtained here under thi$ policy.
In 1873, the United States imported
from England £4,897,208 sterling of
iron, while, in 1878, they reduced their
importations to  £434,929, making
a diminution of £4,000,000 in
the period between 1873 and 1878,
and, if hon. members referred to the Jron-
monger, they would see that that well-
Lolrmed paper state that, so frvne eonld
be judged from existing conditions, the
loss to England on the American market
for iron and steel seemed to be perma-
nent. It appeared to him that a tariff
which could foster that great industry in
Canada, which could lead to establishing
in our midst hereafter the building of
our iron ships, the making of railway-
rails, conld not fail to be acceptable to
the people, and to advance their inter-
est. When they looked into this tariff
more closely, as a question outside of
any party struggle, or political feeling,
but as a question affecting the dearest
interests of the country, they must all
arrive at the conclusion that 1t wasa
tariff which would do more henefit to
Canada than any that had been intro-
duced. He, for one, was not only ready
to give it his entire approbation, but he
believed in his section of the country
the people would find it was one which
did not sacrifice their interests, but
which would, on the contrary, be of
great advantage to them. He was quite
veady to take the responsibility of that
measure before the people who had
elected him for the purpose of supplying
a Protective tariff—this was the issue
before the country at the last election—
and to represent their interests in Par-
liament. He arrived at this conclu-
sion, not so much through his own re-
searches as by the researches of men
whose experience and knowledge of the
business, commerce. and trade of the
country gave weight to their opinion,
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and who were satisfied that the tariff
was one which would work to the good
of our country.

Mer. KILVERT said it was not his
intention to discuss general principles,
because, at this stage of the debate, they
had been fully discussed. He would be
excused if he referred very briefly to the
position which the constituency he had
the honour to represent occupied in
reference to this important question.
They all knew that the city ofd#amilton
was a very important manufacturing
centre, that the majority of its people
belonged to the industrial class, and that
for several years this question had been
widely discussed in that locality. The
gentlemen who represented this consti-
tuency in the last Parliament were advo-
cates of the policy stinilar to the one now
under consideration. They made speeches
in this House, and elsewhere, advocating
their principles ; there were other gen-
tlemen, also, belonging to the Reform
party, who made speeches affirming the
principles of Protection to our native
industries. These gentlemen were skir-
mishers who sallied forth in advance of
the great Reform party, and were instru-
mental in the way of moulding public
opinion in regard to this question ; but,
when the stern interest of the party re-
quired that they should abandon those
principles, they, at the very first sound
of the bugle, were obliged to retire from
these principles, and return to the ranks
of the party to fight the battle of Fiee-
trade. He supposed there were no
people more astonished than the gentle-
men on the Opposition benches, when
they heard the disclosure made by the Fi-
nance Minister in his Budget speech. He
could not help noticing the dismay which
it caused in the ranks of that party.
They came here prepared to condemn the
Government* for not carrying out their
pledges, but now that they had to
abandon that line of argument they
made other objections, to some of which
he intended to refer. The first one to
which he would call the attention
of the House, was the loyalty cry. They
heard from gentlemen on the Opposition
benches that this policy was disloyal to
the interests of Great Britain. This
must be 8 new discovery on their part,
because they knew from the leaders of
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that party and their leading organs
throughout the country, that they were
clamouring for the introduction of that
policy ever since the elections, and, if they
now discovered it was disloyal, they
did not so designate it before the Budget
was brought down. He would refer to
a few articles which would indicate the
trade between Great Britain and Can-
ada as compared with the trade between
Canada and the United States, which
would show the tendency of the policy of
the late Government in favour of the
United States :—

Furniture—In 1827-73, we imported from
Great Britain to the value of $37,378; from
the United States $104,221. 1In 1874-75, from
Great Britain, $20,732 ; from the United States,
$204.757. In 1878, from Great DBritain,
$12,201 ; from the United States, $38%,270.

Coach and Harrrss Prereitpre—In 1872-73
we imported frows Iisiu Great Britain, $50,941
worth ; from the United States, $89,365. In
1874-75, from Great Britain, $45,425 ; from the
United States, $96,834. In 1878, from Great
Britain, $20,532; from the United States,
£96,029. )

Stoves ond Iron Castings—In 1874, we im-
ported fiom Great Britain $376,°26 worth;
from the United States $360,717. In 1875,
from Great Britain, $344,032; from the United
States, $356,768. In 1876. from Great
Britain, $71,173; from the United States,
$318,560. In 1878, from Great Britain,
$34,058; from the United States, $357,714.

Spikes, Nails and Brads—In 1872-73, we im-
ported from Great Britain, $94,015 worth;
from the United States, $55,693. In 1874-75,
from Great Britain, $66,036 ; from the United
States, $232,590. In 1878, from Great Britain,
$24,562 ; from the United States, $154,679.

It indicated that, if this mode of business
was to be carvied on in the same ratio,
the United States would have all the
profit in connection with it. In refer-
ence to the loyalty of the people, he
would not venture to say that gentlemen
on either side were disloyal. They had
several instances of the people showing
their devotion to the Mother Country by
coming forward in times of danger, and
offering their assistance to the Empire.
Therefore, it was unnecessary to go
further into that question. Another
objection to the tariff was the burden of
taxation it would impose on the country.
Hon. gentlemen opposite, however, had
ignored altogether the object and inten-
tion of the tariff. They assutned that all
the goods on which the higher duties
were placed would continue to be im-
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ported, and that, therefore, the people
would be obliged to pay them. But the
object of the tariff, if he understood it,
was that a great portion of the goods on
which the high duties were to be
placed should be manufactured here, and
their price kept in the country. The
hon. member for South Wellington (Mr.
Guthrie) said, in reference to the stove
business, that there was a combination
to raise prices since the tariff came into
force. He (Mr. Kilvert) had the best
authority for denying that statement,
and for asserting that stoves were
cheaper to-day than five years ago, there
being, in addition, 50 per cent. more
work on them. In reference to the
other item, carriages, referred to by that
hon. gentleman, he said that there would
not be any additional market for
them in consequence of the high duty.
The imports for 1878 showed that from
the United States they brought in car-
riages to the value of $85,304, and from
England $2,130. Now, if either of the
amounts thus represented were made
in this country, it would give much more
employment to the people in this trade.
It was not necessary for him to discuss
the question of the increase of price to
the consumer. They all knew—and he
thought it had been established by the
hon. member for Centre Huron (Mr.
Cartwright) in his speech in reply to the
Finance Minister—that one effect of the
tariff would be to encourage many manu-
facturers to go into business, when prices
would become so low that many would
be ruined. That, he (Mr. Xilvert)
thought, was a conclusive answer to the
hon. member for South Wellington.
Another objection made to this tariff was
its immorality — that it was obtained
through the bribery of individuals, classes,
gections, and Provinces, into accepting
that policy. He denied that statement.
True, appeals were made to all classes of
the community from the national stand-
point, and the response was patriotic and
general. He thought that it was the
gentlemen on the Opposition benches
who were guilty of endeavouring to array
clags againsi class in reference to this
question. They had particularly relied
upon and appealed to one class, the far-
mers, for’ their support; they pleaded
that they were Free-traders, and that,
from the position they held, they could
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be useful to the farmers. The late:
Government, believing that, as there was
a majority of agricultural - constituencies.
the majority would go in favour of Free--
trade, adopted that course, relying upon
that interest for support. With regard
to another objection to the tariff, the
people of this country were said to be
ignorant in adopting it. He did not
think that any greater insult could have
been offered to the people than that
found in the remarks of the member for
Centre Huron, considering the general
diffvsion of education. He (Mr. Kilvert)
ventured to say that, in future, if the .
same means were followed by hon. gentle-
men opposite as in the past, it would be
a long time before the Reform party
would occupy the Treasury benches. He
desired now to state briefly a few of his
reasons for approving of the National
Policy. They all knew that, for several
years, this country had suffered very seri-
ously from the slaughtering of goods in
various industries in vogue. He would
refer to an extract from a report of a
Select Committee of the House in 1874,
in order to show that such slanghtering
practice did exist in thig country :—

“Your Committee, upon the evidence thus
obtained, have arrived at the following con-
clusions :—

«1st. It appears that the competition with
the United States, in those classes of manufac-
ture which come under the influence of such
competition, is seriously complained of, on
the ground that it is an unequal competition
fostered by the different fiscal systems of the
two countries.

* The American manufacturers, having the
exclusive control of their own market, find it
convenient to relieve themselves of their sur—
plus products in Canada, in many instances at
prices less than the cost of production,thus
making of Canada a slaughter market,

“ It has been established before your Com-
mittee that Canadian manufacturers have seri-
ously suffered from this cause, and that the
effect of it must be, in some gases at least, to
80 hamper the Canadian industry as to seri-
ously embarrass it, while the country itself
would be injured by the withdrawal from it of
large numbers of operatives who would be com-
pelled to seek work in the United States.

« This disturbing element in the manufac-
turing industry of the Dominion arising out
of our geographical position, and out of the
trade policy of our neighbours, should induce
even those who may regard Free-trade as a
correct principle, in the abstract, to recognise
the necessity for a modification of that prin.
ciple as a measure of self-protection, and your
Committee respectfully rccommend the enact-
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ment of such laws as will regulate, if it cannot
altogether prevent, the evil complained of.

«92nd. The almost uniform testimony before
your Committee was to the effect that an in-
creased Protection to manufactures will not
necessarily increase the cost of the manufac-
tured article to the consumer; and, in the
opinion of your Committee, the witnesses have
made out a very strong case in support of this
view.

« [t appears to be well established that the
-cost of manufacturing decreases as the quan-
tity of goods manufactured increases. Thus a
large manufacturing establishment can afford
to sell its products at a lower rate than a
smaller one. If, therefore, Canadian industry
is relieved from the pressure of such undue
competition as that referred to in the first
paragraph of this report, the effect will be that
the manufacturing establishments will be
worked to their full capacity, and the cost of
production, and the consequent cost to the
consumer. will be proportionately reduced.

“Some instances in proof of the correctness
of this principle are given by witnesses whose
testimony accompanies this report.”

He would also refer to a short extract
from the London Fortnightly Review,
bearing upon the same subject :

“ 1t is difficult enough at any time to esta-
“blish manufactures in a new country, but alto-
gether impossible if the local manufacturers
are unfairly handicapped. The foreign manu-
facturer has possession of the market, to begin

with. Next, he is usually a man of large capi--

tal, while the local manufacturers, as a rule,
are men of small means. Once in possession
of the market, with unlimited command of
capital, it is a very easy matter to maintain it.
No sooner is he informed, through his agents,
that a certain commodity which he has been
supplying is being superseded by a local pro-
duction, than the foreign manufacturer imme-
diately forwards to that market an extra sup-
ply of the commodity in question. The mar-
ket being thus supplied with more than is
required, prices recede, and the local manufac-
tarers,Wot having capital enough to enable
them to hold out for a remunerative price, suc-
cumb to the pressure. The latter out of the
way, the foreign manufacturer has the field all
to himself again, and, from the high prices he
can now obtain for his goods, he may easily re-
coup himself for his previous losses. This is
2 plain statement of what occurs every day in
the colonies when any attempt is made to
compete with old established industries.”

That was a plain statement of what oc-
curred every day. Now he believed
that this tariff would materially help to
do away with this slaughtering system.
He believed also that a number of new
industries would be started, and that the
people would be more largely employed
in industrial pursuits. The woollen
trade would be stimulated, and the iron
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trade would receive a new impetus./ He
was informed that the hon. member for
Lambton had made some startling re-
marks with regard to the clock factory
in Hamilton. A gentleman interested
in that industry, having read the report
of those remarks in the Globe of that
morning, had sent him the following
telegram :

4«F. E. Kmvegrr, M.P.—Mr. Mackenzie’s
statement is absolutely false ; it is calculated
to inflict the most serious injury upon our
business, and ought to be contradicted. Ours
was the usual experience of pioneers, and the
first small batch of clocks made by us, three
years ago, were spoiled by an incompetent
foreman, The moment the mistake was dis-
covered they were recalled. We have since
sent out forty thousand clocks, which have
given entire satisfaction, and are equal to any
made anywhere.—Hamilton Clock Co., Geo.
Lee, manager.”

He (Mr. Kilvert) thought it was very
uncalled for, in an hon. gentleman occu-
pying the position of the hon. member
for Lambton, to step out of his way to
discredit a young industry like that. TIn
additiou to the new factories thet would
be started, many of which were now
under way, many old ones, hitherto on
short time, would resume full time, and
have to increase their production. Those
of J. M. Williams & Co., Meakins &
Sons, the Forging Works, and others, in
Hamilton, were now working over-
time. He found, therefore, that all
classes would be benefitted by this new
policy of Protection. On referring to
the census of 1871, he found that the
agriculturists in Ontario, Quebec, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, numbered
479,512 ; the commercial class, 75,201 ;
domestics, 60,104 ; industrial, 212,748 ;
professional, 39,224; and not classified,
143,079 ; and for every 1,000 agricultu-
rists there were 443 industrial. Those
figures showed that there were other
classes to be served as well as the agri-
cultural, and that employment should be
found for the large industrial classes.
He understood the hon. member for

Lambton to say that the only producers

of wealth in the country were those who
tilled the ground.

Mgr. MACKENZIE: I never said
that ; but that the men who performed
actual labour, either in tilling the soil,
producing lumber, or otherwise, were the
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real producers of wealth,—mot the parties
who were brokers between the producers
and consumers.

Mr. KILVERT said he accepted the
explanation, and would read an extract
from a high authority on those subjects,
to show that industrial classes produced
wealth more rapidly than the agricul-
tural class. Walker, on the Science of
Wealth, said :

«Jt is, without question, true,that in an
‘equal manufacturing population will be found
a greater accumulation of wealth., Oneim-
portant reason of tkis is, that a larger share of
the population are engaged in production, and
a larger amount of capital is required.
Women and children, who could earn but
little in agricultural labours, can earn much
in manufacturing. This is one of the most
striking results of a division of labour, as we
have already shown. As we carry on agricul-
ture, women and children do little, though in
continental Europe they do much, Agricul-
ture, too,can be performed only jin certain
portions of the year. Manufacturing need
never stop, summer or winter, cold or hot, fair
or foul. This makes a wonderful difference.”

Now, he maintained that the Govern-
ment should favour the policy that
would give employment to the industrial
olasses, and thought that this tariff
would have that effect.  Besides, this
tariff was a most perfect vindication and
fulfilment of the pledges made by the
leader and members of the Conservative
party, to the country, at the last elections.
He held in his hand a letter from a gen-
tleman largely engaged in manufacturing,
and who was a constituent and supporter
of the hon. member for North Went-
worth (Mr. Bain), in which he said:

¢ I may add that in the matter of the tariff
or National Policy, or whatever name it goes
by, the Government has relieved itself from
the odium of obtaining power under false pre-
tences, and I think that every leal-hearted
Canadian should assist the Government as
much as possible in carrying out fairly and
squarely these great fiscal changes. I depre-
cate the abominable tactics of setling farmer
against manufacturer, and Province against
Province, it is a revival in another form of the
sectarian feuds that kept Upper-and Lower
Canada in a fever for muny years. As far as I
am concerned, therefore, though opposing you
at the last election, I now give you and your
friends credit of good faith, and I will assist
in every way I can to give the National Policy
a fair trial.”

There were some features to which he

would like to refer in reference to this

tarifl, and one was the drawback system.
Mge. MACKENZIE.
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They had, in Hamilton factories, beer
manufacturing goods for nearly every
market in the world. Some of their
sewing machine factories sent goods to
Jupan, Turkey, South America, and to
different places in Europe. This tariff
would enable them to compete with our
neighbours on the other side of the line,
in foreign markets still more successfully
than at present. Another featung which
should commend itself to this House was
the new regulation to secure correct
valuations. Hethought this should have
been adopted long ago. If it had been
rigidly enforced, this system of slaughter-
ing would have been materially lessened.
It it had been enforced during the last
year, he believed the Customs Depart-
ment would have been in receipt of
$2,000,000 or $3,000,000 more than
they had received. He thought that, on
the whole, the country was well satisfied
with this policy. He believed that Can-
ada, under this new order of things,
would rise in the near future to a state
of prosperity unprecedented in her his-
tory, and, instead of disuninn resulting
from this policy, as predicted by the Op-
position, he believed it would strengthen
the ties binding Canada to the Mother
Country, and that Canada would con-
tinue to be, as she was to-day, the fore-
most colony of the Empire.

Me. BECHARD said that, when the
bon. the Finance Minister laid his tariff
resolutions before the House, he con-
cluded his speech by appealing to the
House to say whether or not he and his
colleagues on the Treasury benches had
redeemed their pledges to the codntry.
He (Mr. Béchard) thought this might
fairly be granted, so far, at least, as they
had promised the people that, if returned
to power, they would gratify the country
with a Protective tariff. It seemed to.
him that the question they had now te
consider was whether this tariff would
operate as an efficient remedy to remove-
depression, and restore prosperity to alk
clusses of our people. Let him say, at
once, that he had no faith. in the action
of tariffs as distributing agents of wealth,
and he considered any legislation attempt-
ing to regnlate the conditions under
which wealth should be acquired as an’
undue interference with the operation of
the laws of nature, as well as with the
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legitimate results of work, and of the
exertions of intelligence. 1In his humble
judgment, such a_policy could be of no
avail to remove depression, and restore
prosperity to a mnation. Depression
would come and go, at certain periods,
in spite of any legislation, whatever it
might be. What did they see to-day?
Depression in Canada with a revenue
tariff ; depression in the United States
with a Protective tariff ; depression
in England with a Free-trade tariff;
depression the world over, despite
all tariffs, either Free-trade, revenue or
Protection. There was no doubt that, at
some future day, though it might be far
distant yet, depression would disappear,
and we would see a return of prosperity.
It would come, not as a necessary result
of this tariff, but as a logical conse-
quence, as the irresistible result of the
natural course of things, notwithstand-
ing any impediment or obstacle thrown
in its way. This prosperity, which they
all hoped for and expected, would not be
confined to Canada because we should be
enjoying a Protective tariff ; it would
shine as well upon other countries, and
wherever the commercial crisis had been
felt. It would be restored to Free-trade
countries as well as to Protectionist
countries,—to England as well as to the
United States’; but in Fngland the
restoration of prosperity would be
deccomplished without the interference of
a Protective tariff, whilst in the United
States it would be done, he ventmed to
say, in spite of Protection. So it would
be in regard to Canada, where a return
of prosperity would take place indepen-
dently of this or any other tariff that
might be imposed upon the country.
Some of his hon. friends from the Pro-
vince of Quebec had expressed great
confidence in Protection, and no doubt
they hoped sincerety that the applicatirn
of this system would promote the inter-
ests of our country. He regreited sin-
cerely to be compelled by his convictions
to dissent from those hon. gentlemen.
He had no faith in Protection, and the
more he had considered this system, the
more odious it had appeared to him.
He looked upon it as unjustly increasing
the burden of taxation upon the great
mass of consamers for the benefit of a
fe?' manufacturers ; and, in dealing with
this question, he held that the interest of
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the consumer must be constantly kept in
view, because that interest coincided and
was in perfect harmony with the social
or general interest. A Protective duly
was a tax imposed upon the foreign pro-
duce imported into this country; but
that tax, it should never be forgotten,
unavoidably fell upon the national con-
sumer, who was no one else than the tax-
payer who contributed to the public
revenue. To impose Protective duties
was, in his humble opinion, the same as
telling that taxpayer: It is true that you
find vhe burden of taxation heavy, yet
we will still increase the price of nearly
everything you consume ; it is true that
the Government takes a portion of your
revenue, yet we will still so readjust the
tariff as to give another portion to mono-
polists. Anyone who had given serious
attention to this matter understood very
well that, whilst a Protective tariff threw
some money into the Public Treasury,
it had also the effect of taking
larger sums from the pockets of
the consumers, and of throwing
them into those of the manufacturers.
But he must not forget, here, that some
hou. gentlemen opposite had expressed
the opinion that the consumer did not
pay the duty, but that, on the contrary,
it was paid by the producer, and that the
Finance Minister, by means of this tariff,
would realise large sums of money from
the Americans. His hon. friend from
Quebec county (Mr Caron) had also
given utterance to the same opinion,
when he said that we paid 15¢. duty to
the Americans for every bushel of barley
we sold them. He must confess this
wag a most admirable doctrine ; but it
was as unsound and absurd as it
appeared admirable. If this doctrine
was true, this tariff was insufficient, and
we should have an average one of at
least 50 or 60 per cent., 50 as to enable
the Government to realise from foreign
countrfes all the money they wanted to
meet our public expenditure, and relieve
entirely our people trom any taxation ;
it would enable the Government to col-
lect from foreign people all the money
they wanted for the construction of the
Pacific Railway, and of our other great
public works, without their being obliged
to borrow a -single dollar; a strin-
gent  application - of it  would
enable the Government to realise from’
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foreign nations, within a few years, all
the money necessary to pay our national
-debt ; it was not desirable,as held by Pro-
tectionists, that the amount of our im-
portations should be reduced; on the
contrary, importations ought to be en-
couraged ; in a word, if this doctrine was
true, there could be no such thing as
Protection, because Protective duties, in
that case, would fail to effect the pur-
poses for which they were established.
Anyone who would take the trouble of
<considering the logical consequences of
that dcctrine, would see at once its un-
soundness, because to show the absurd
consequences of a principle was to dem-
onstrate the fallacy of the principle it-
self. It had been said, in the course of
this debate, that Protection did not in-
crease the price of commodities. If such
was the case, he could not see the utility
of Protection. Manufacturers asked for
Protection, in order to increase and keep
up the price of foreign produce, and to
be thereby enabled to sell theirs at ad-
vanced prices ; but, if Protection did not
increase prices, he failed to sce the
reason why there should be a single
Protectionist in the country. The whole
argument could be summed up in the
following manner :—If they admitted
that Protection increased the price of
commodities, they must also admit that
it was detrimental to the interests of the
consumer. If, on the contrary, they
denied that fact, then they must confess
that Protection was useless ; therefore,
Protection was either injurious or use-
less, and could not be beneficial.

It being Six o’clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. BECHARD said that, when the
the House rose, he had just concluded
that part of his remarks wherein he was
endeavouring to show that Protection
could not be beneficial. He should now
proceed to review another branch of this
question, Hon. members in Opposition,
particularly those from the Province of
Quebee, had been taunted by hon. gen-
tlemen on the Ministerial benches.
Thpy had been charged with being guilty
of inconsistency with regard to this ques-
tion, and, to prove that charge true,

Mz. BEcuARD.

[COMMONS.]

The Tarif.

reference had been made to opinions ex-
pressed by some distinguished members
of the National party, who, according to
report, had pronounced themselves
Protectiorists in 1872,  Particalar
reference had been made to his hon.
friend from Quebcc East (Mr. Laurier)
who was quite able to defend himself,
and also to Mr. Joly, Mr. David and
others. Admitting, for the sake of
argument, this to be true with regard
to some of those gentlemen, did it follow
that their opinions should bind every
man in the ranks of the Liberal party?
dad those declarations ever bound the
hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton) for instance, who, for more than
twenty years, had been acknowledged
as onz of the leaders of the party? Let
him tell hon. gentlemen opposite that
the opinion of no mortal man, however
distinguished he might be in the ranks
of the Liberal party, could ever bind him
to any particular course, with regard toany
new question of public policy. But, if
he wanted to retort the charge, he would
have only to turn his eyes to the oppo-
site side of the House, where he could
see many hon. gentlemen, who, during
their whole lifetime, had advocated the
principles of a revenue tariff, and who
had thought fit to change their opinions
only two or three years ago. He could
refer, in particular, to a very distin-
guished statesman in the Conservative
party, Sir A. T. Galt, who, a few years
ago, wrote a letter, which was quoted
during the last two Sessions of Parlia-
ment by hon. gentlemen on the -present
Opposition side of the House, as sustain-
ing their position on this question. He
could, ulso, refer to anouher letter, pub-
lished a little later, by the same dis-
tinguished statesman, and which was, at
the same time, quoted by hon. gentlemen
on the present Government side of the
House, as sustaining their position with
regard to the same question; and he
should not be surprised if, within two or
three years after the results of this tariff
had been felt throughout the country,
the same distinguished statesman should
publish a third letter in order to har-
monise the two preceding ones.
But - why should he mnot allude,
for further demonstration of his propo-~
position, to another distinguished mem-
ber of the Conservative party now hold-
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ing a seat in this House ; a gentleman
whose great %bilities were acknowledged
by every one, and whose opinions had
generally great weight with his friends.
Let him read a few lines from the pro-
ceedings of the Dominion Board of Trade
at their Sessicn in 1872—precisely the
same year dn which some gentlemen in
he Liberal ranks were said to have ad-
vocated Protectionist principles. He
read from these proceedings the fullowing
resolution, moved by Mr. T. White, of
Montreal :

% That without offering any opinion upon
some of the details of the present Customs
tariff, or upon the anomalies which are inevit-
able in all tariffs, this Board is of opinion that
no change should be made in it, unless the ex-
igencies of the public service demand larger
revenues ; and that in such case, any increase
to be made should be in accordance with the
principle of the present Customs tariff, which,
while not interfering with the commerce of
the Dominion, affords incidental Protection to
its manufactures.

“ That this Board is further of opinion, that
permanence in the figcal policy of the country
is most important, alike to its commerce and
manufactures, and that no changes should be
made in the tariff not demanded by the abso-
lute necessities of the revenue.”

This resolution, he thought, showed, con-
clusively, that the hon. mewmber for
Cardwell (Mr. White) in 1872 upheid
the principles of a revenue tariff. It was
true that the able speech delivered yes-
terday by the hon. gentleman indicated
that his opinions were completely modi-
fied, but was he to be blamed for this ?
He (Mr.Béchard)thought not ; and thisex-
ample anlyshowed that even distinguished
men would occasionally change their
minds like ordinary mortals. But, if this
spectacle could be seen on both sides of
this House, he thought that hon. gentle-
men opposite ought to refrain from
throwing stones, seeing that they were
living in glass houses. During the
course of this debate, their attention
had often been called to the United
States ; and they had been invited by
several hon. members, amongst whom he
particularly noticed his hon. friend the
member for Ottawa (Mr. Tassé) to be-
hold the great prosperity prevailing in
that country under the rule of Protec-
tion. His hon. friend was by no means
an Annexa‘tionist, and, if a.;lyoneK ever
doubted his loyalty, that doubt might
have been removed when he delivered
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his able speech. The hon. member
seemed inclined to denounce not only an-
nexation, but even those who, in years
gone by, might have entertained annexa-
tion proclivities. He devoted a consid-
erable part of his speech to the late L. A.
Papineau, particularly deprecating the
admiration of that celebrated tribune of
the people for American institutions.
However, as the delivery of the speech
proceeded, he (Mr. Béchard) could soon
infer that, after all, his hon. friend thought
there was something pretty good in the
United States. He spoke in glowing
terms of the wonderful prosperity of that
country, and, doubtless following the ex-
ample of his hon. friend from Rouville
(Mr. Gigault), he was pleased to quote
largely from Henry Clay, one of the
United States’ most gifted sons. It
seemed, indeed, as if his hon. friend
thought Henry Clay the only authority
worth being quoted, and, as if he had
entirely forgotten great British authori-
ties, such as Sir Robert Peel, Richard
Cobden, John Bright and other dis-
tinguished British statesmen, whose
opinions, on economic matters, had,
of late, thrown so much light upon the
commercial world. But that pretended
prosperity of the United States had not
been demonstrated by hon. gentlemen
opposite to be a reality, whilst his hon.
friends from South Brant (Mr. Paterson)
and from North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
had clearly shown, by referring to incon-
trovertible facts, that that prosperity,
so much boasted of, was nothing buta
shata, as compared with the prosperity
of that country in former years. Who
did not remember that, for years, four
millions of individuals called tramps
totally ceased to be producers, whilst re-
maining consumers, under the so-called
benevolent rule of Protection? Such a
state of things was unknown to the Uni-
ted States before. Who did not remem-
ber that, during the summer of 1877, an
immense row, extending from East to
West, and provoked by a reduction of
wages, took place in that country, and
that, after having almost assumed the
proportions of ‘a rebellion, it could only
be put down by the concentration of
troops, after the destruction of eight or
ten million dollars’ worth of property ?
Surely such. facts as those were not indi-
cations of a very high state of prosperity.
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However, if there was on this vast globe
a country where Protection could show
its beneficial results, that country was
the United States, with a territory in-
cluding all kinds of soil, from which
could be raised mearly all kinds of
produce, favoured by all varieties
of climate, and enjoying an inter-State
trade more than ten times greater than
her foreign commerce. Notwithstanding
all those natural advantages, Protection
had failed to secure permanent prosper-
ity to the United States, or toshield that
country against the strokes of a commer-
eial crisis, the most severe, perhaps, that
it had ever felt. Some hon. members
had stated that the Americans, under a
Protective policy, hal considerably re-
duced their national debt. Hehad always
thought this had besn accomplished by
taxation, but he was quite willing to ad-
mit that Protection and taxation were
synonymous terms, and, consequently,
meant the same thing. Their attention
had also been invited to Old France, as
being a prosperous nation under Protec-
tion. It was true that France had on
the whole been Protectionist, but her
prosperity was due to the activily, the
working energies, and particularly the
saving habits of her people, rather than
to Protection. If she had adopted, forty
years ago, the more enlightened principles
in commercial matters of her great neigh-
beur, England, she would be to-day a
still richer nation. Her marine would
be the double or the treble of what it
was to-day; her manufactures would
have been still more perfected by foreign
competition ; the cost of living would
have been cheapened, and her numerous

working classes wounld have lived
more satisfied, contented and happy ;
and, above all, she 1mmight have

been saved from some of those political
revolutions which seemed to have be-
come as periodical in that courtry as
commercial crises elsewhere. His hon.
friend from Maskinongé (Mr. Houde)
quoted Coltert as a Protectionist. It
was very well to quote great men when
they wanted to point out the good they
might have accomplished ; but, surely,
their errors ought not to be transformed
into models to be followed.. The initia-
tive taken by Colbert did not altogether
turn to the advantage of France ; it was
followed, a little later, by a series of re-
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taliatory measures between France and
Holland, which were considered as one
of the principal causes of the war of 1672,
which terminated in 1678, by the peaceof
Nimégues. He might add that, when
Coibert lived, the principles of political
economy were not so well understood as
to-day ; at all events, they *were mnot
studied as a science. But no one could
deny the considerable progress of Free-
trade principles in France within a cer-
tain number of years, and he remembered
having read somewhere the report of a
fact whick was illustrative of that pro-
gress. In 18432, the cloth manufacturers
of Elbceuf petitioned the French Govern-

ment against an introduction into
France of Belgian cloths, whilst,

at the same time, the cloth manu-
facturers of Verviers were petition-
ing their Government against an invasion
in Belgium of French cloths. But a
few years afterwards, in 1866, the Board
of Trade of Verviers solemnly placed the
bust of Cobden, that apostle of Free-
trade,in the chamber of their deliber-
ations, and, in the year following, dur-
ing the Universal Exhibition held in
Paris, in 1867, the bust of the same
great man was seen, crowning a pyramid
of the products of that great city’s manu-
factures. They all remembered the
violent recriminations which were raised
afainst the treaty negotiated by Cobden
with Napoleon 1II. According to those
clamours, the English manufacturers
would crush the French, yet nothing of
the kind took place, and the treaty had
proved to be equally advantageous to
both parties. But, if they noticed to-day
a certain current of opinion in France in-
clining towards Protection principles,
they saw, on the other hand, that there
were groups of educated and distin-
guished men, and even of manufacturers,
who were strongly advocating the prin-
ciples of Free-trade, and he had no doubt
that, before long, France would join
hands with England, and become her
commercial as well as her political ally.
They had also been referred to Germany
and invited to contemplate Bismarck, as
being in favour of Protection. It wasa
wonder to no one that, in a country
where military despotism was the govern-
ing rule, where political liberty was
crushed  under the iron  heel
of a despot, commercial liberty
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should also be proscrived; the very
name of liberty, ander whatever
form it might appear, was a permanent
threat for the rulers of that country.
His hon. friend from Maskinongé (Mr.
Houde) attempted the other day to throw
ridicule upon the assertion of the hon.
member for Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie)
who had said that Protection had a ten-
dency to develop socialistic ideas. He
(Mr. Béchard) thought the hon. member
for Lambton was not wrong, for Protec-
tion was the first step towards acknow-
ledging the doctrine of the right of work
—a fundamental principle of socialism.
One of the main reasons advanced in
favour of Protection was that this sys-
tem gave work to a certain number of
people ; consequently, that everyone in
the community must be taxed, and, there-
fore, bound to sacrifice an indefinite por-
tion of his labour, his income, his pro-
perty, under whatever form it might be,
for the benefit of others. He (Mr.
Béchard) held that this was preaching,
although unintentionally, the doctrine of
the right to work, which was in direct
antagonism with the right to property.
Hon. members would remember that
celebrated answer of M. Proudhon, an
apostle of socialism, to M. Thiers:
¢ Grant me the right to work,” said he,
“and T'll grant you the right to pro-
perty.” M. Proudhon understood very
well that these two rights were incompa-
tible. But he (Mr. Béchard) hastened to
add that he had no fear of sociulism
being developed in this country, at least
for a number of years, by the introduc-
tion of a Protective policy, becauss this
country was abundantly provided with
bread, space and liberty, three of the
principal elements of satisfaction and
happiness in the life of nations. Now,
after having dwelt, perhaps at too great
a length, on those generalities, he would
approach, before concluding his remarks,
a more practical branch of the subject.
On the 17th of September last, the people
of Canada rendered a verdict in favour
of Protection, and they had sent to Par-
lm.men.t 2 large majority of memters who
were disposed to vote for it. N othing
could prevent, he presumed, the intro-
duction of that system ;. and, since the
people had pronounced for it, he fel
pretty much inclined to say : let them
have it and bear the consequences. But,
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since they were bound to have Protec-
tion, he wanted it to be just and equitable
to all classes, and not favouring one class
attheexpenseof another. Hewould under-
take to say a few words in the interest of
one class with which he was more par-
ticularly connected, as he had the honor
to belong to it : he referred to the farm-
ing class of the country. Hecould easily
see that, under this tariff, the farmer
would have to pay higher prices for his
cotton goods, his woollen goods, his shoes,
for his sugar, all his agricultural imple-
ments, and many other articles which he
was obliged to purchase, but he failed to
see how he would receive compensation
for the new sacrifices which were im-
posed upon him. There was no kind of
produce from which the farmer would re-
ceive any benefit under the tariff by way
of an increase of price. The duties
levied by this tariff upon wheat and
flour were, doubtless, intended to raise
the price of that commodity ; and, if
such an increase would occur, it would
be detrimental to the Province of Quebec,
where wheat was not grown in sufficient
quantity for the consumption of its
people. But there was, in the Dominion,
taken as a whole, a considerable surplus
of wheat, for which we were bound to
seek a foreign market, and according to
the rule, which was perfectly rational, that
whenever a country possessed a surplus
of any kind of produce, the price of it
at home was fixed by the price it was
worth abroad, it followed that the
price of wheat and flour could not be
increased, at least in Ontario and Quebec,
by the importation of any duty.

Some Hox. MEMBERS : Hear, hear.

Mr. BECHARD said he heard the
cheers of some hon. members from the
Province of Quebec, sitting on the Min-
isterial benches, on hearing his state-
ment that the imposition of duties on
imported wheat and flour would no#¥
increase the price of that product in
their Province. But he supposed those
hon. members would continue to cheer
him when he told them that the price
of wheat and flour being not increased
by those duties, it necessarily followed
that the wheat producers of Ontario or
Quebec, would not be benefitted by them ;,
and that, those duties being of nc avail
to anyone, they became absolutely use-
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less. The same argument held good
with regard to oats, of which we had a
large surplus, which we were obliged to
send to foreign markets. The same
thing must be said of barley and peas,
which we largely exported, and which
we did not import. The same thing
must also be said of horses, horned cattle,
sheep, hay, butter, and cheese, which
were products we exported, and did not
import. But it was not the same thing
with regard to corn, which was not grown
in this country in sufficient quantity for
our consumption ; and the price of that
produce would be advanced by Tic. per
bushel —the amount of the duty. Now,
how many farmers in Canada would
receive the benefit of that increase in the
price of corn ¥ There was one produce
of the farm upon which the imposition
of a duty would have been really bene-
ficial to the Canadian farmer— he referred
to pork ; for, whilst we exported a swmall
quantity of pork, we imported a much
larger one for liome consumption.
It was true that this tariff increased
the duty on pork by 1dc. per
barrel; but this increase was so
trifling thut the benefit resulting from
it to the farmer, could not be appreci-
able. The hon. the Finance Minister, in
his tariff, took good care to protect the
woollen goods manufacturer ; but he en-
tirely forgot him who provided wool,
which would continue to be admitted
duty free; he took care to protect the
shoe manufacturer, but seemed to forget
him who provided hides, which were also
admitted free. Now, he (Mr. Bechard)
asked what benefit could result to
the Capadian farmer from the imposition
of duties upon produce which we did not
export, or of which we had a large sur-
plus that we were bound to send to
foreign markets ? He did not hesitate
to say that, under this tariff, the Cana-
dian farmer would receive no compensa-
tion for the higher prices which he would
be obliged to pay in the purchase of a
great many articles of which he was a
consumer. In concluding his remarks,
he called to this fact the special attention
of his hon. friend from Rouville (Mr.

Gigault), woo had been pleased to allude

to him in his speech. The hon. member
represented a constituency which was
Tike his, essentially acricultural ; and he
had no doubt that, within two or three
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years, after the results of the tariff had
been felt, his constituents would be in a
position to tell him that, at least, one of
the promises he made them during the
electoral campaign, and which his leaders
made to the country, had mnot been ful-
filled.

THE CASE OF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
LETELLIER.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Sz JOHN A. MACDONALD : Mr.
Speaker, by the kind consent of the hon.
member for Portneuf, who has the floor,
I rise to speak for a moment on a matter
personal to myself. There is an article
on the front page of the Globe to-day,
which arrived by wire, in anticipation of
the post, and which was communicated
to me. I will read the paragraph. It
isin the Ottawa correspondence, and is
as follows :—

« Further developments affecting the pre-
gent political crisis are being hourly made.
Those which have become public property to-
day, in no wise reflect credit on the Premier.
Indeed, in 8o discreditable a light does he
appear, that the stigma of cowardice must be
in future borne by him as a fitting compliment
of a long list of political crime and ingratitude.
There can be no doubt that he has sought to
betray the confidence of the Governor-General,
and make that illustrions personage a sacrifice
to appease the wrath of the Government’s
Quebec followers. He was coward enough in
doing this to take advantage of the Governor-
General’s position, which prevents him from
replying to his slanderer. Such was the Pre-
miet’s action when he informed the House he
regretted the Governor-General had declined
to follow his advice, and dismiss Mr. Letellier,
but had referred the matter to England for
consideration, It has been learned from a
reliable source that the Governor-General did
not personally propose that the matter should
be referred to England, but such was done at
the personal solicitaticn of the Premier, who
afterwards, in the House of Commons, sought
to direct the venom of his angry Quebec sup-
porters towards the Governor-General. The
Marquis of Lorne was 8o shocked on reading
the falsehood told by the Premier in the House
of Commons on Thursday last, as reported in
the newspapers, that he wrote a letter to Bir
John, sharply reprimanding him for his cow-
ardly conduct. On Saturday morning - the
Premier was compelled to have an interview
with His Excellency, and as a result of that
interview, this afternoon, on the floor of the
House of Commons, he contradicted his for-
mer statement, and stated that the reference
of the matter to England by the Governor-
General was not made without the advice of
the Government. A more disgraceful proce-
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dure than this on the part of a constitutional
adviser to & viceroy, or even a sovereign, has
scarcely ever been recorded. The Governor-
General, having his confidence in the personal
integrity of the leader of the Government de-
‘stroyed, has ent Captain Harvey, his A.D.C,
to England as a special messenger, bearing
despatches, and to make such other verbal ex-
planations as may be necessary.”

This is verbatim et literatim, as sent over
the wires by a friend of mine, and com-

municated to me in advance of the mail. |
T showed it to His Excellency, and asked -

his permission to contradict it. T have
His Excellency’s permission to contra-
dict this statement. When T asked him
for this permission, he said : ¢ Certainly,
if you think it worth while to contradict
such reports. There is no foundation
whatever for the statements made.”

WAYS AND MEANS.—THE TARIFF.

Mr. VALLEE said that at that
advanced hour of the debate it was not
his intention to again go into the merits
or the details of the important question
now submitted to the consideration of
the House. However, as the representa-
tive of a manufacturing counstituency, he
thought it his duty to express the
satisfaction that he felt at the Protection
the Government had granted to the in-
dustries that existed in the county of
Portneuf. In thatcounty, the discussion
upon the National Policy had been con-
ducted as it should be. They bLad not
been afraid to look upon the guestion as
it was in its application and in its
consequences. e did not cousider
the Natisnal Policy as merely a
Protective policy in the strict sense of
that word. He based it upon two
principles. The first was that as far as
possible everything should be produced
in the country ; the second, that it was
necessary to have as many markets as
possible in orderto dispose of the products
of the country. This reminded him of
the interruption of th§ hon. member for
Quebec East, who had observed to the
popular member for the county of
Quebec that the obtaining of the
French markets for Cenadian ves
sels was an act of Freetrade. As
far as the construction of ships was
concerned, Free-trade was, in this
respect, Protection. e would now
refer to the practicaPapplicaticn of the
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policy now before the House. There
was Protection for the manufacturer, for
the workingman, for the farmer. The
manufacturer found in the Protective
tariff a security for his capital by being
protected against foreign competition,
such as he had been exposed to. For

| three or four years, Canadian markets

had been flooded with products, par-
ticularly  furniture, carriages and
agricultural implements. Now, it was
unquestionable  that  these  indus-
tries might be fostered and de-
veloped by the home trade of
Canada. That was how the manufac-
turer was protected. As to the working-
man, there was no doubt but that Pro-
tection would be immediately profitable
for him, for it was the opinion of the
Liberal party itself, and of its press, that
Protection would have for immediate re-
sult the creation of a large nvmber of
new manufactures. Ceitainly, if this
was £0, the workingman would have more
work at better prices. Asto the farmer,
he had at home all that was required for
food, clothing and shelter. Protection
would teach him to practice more econ-
omy, and employ more artin cultivating,
and would likewise develop agriculture.
In the first place, the farmer could fur-
nish his own food ; it was an unquestion-
able fact that the soil of Canada pro-
duced everything that was required for
food. He had at home all that was
needed for clething, and in his field, and
in his wood, wherewithal to shelter
himself. He, thevefore, only required
the luxuries of life, the delicate products
of other climates. If the farmer had at
home all that he needed, and if he could
dispose of the surplus products of hig
farm, it would be easy tor him to procure
the luxuries of life. The manufacturer,
being able to maiutzin his manufactures
and open mnew ores, the workingman
having more employment and higher
wages, they would naturally require more
farm produce, and would have more
meney to pay for it. Therefore, the
furmer would be afforded an effective
Protection, for he would have a market
wheve the demand wouid be greuter,
where money would be more abundant,
and where there would be no competition
as at present. Menticn hud been made
of profection given to wool. The hon.
member for Iberville had seemed to re-
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proach the Government for not having
put a duty on foreign wool. This gentle-
man was, perhaps, not aware that
this imported wool could not be
produced in this country. It was a fine,
delicate wool that Canadian sheep could
not produce. Naturally, Canadian manu-
facturers who made use of this article
required, for the best quality of goods,
this foreign wool. By imposing a duty
on this import, the Government would
have denied the protection required by
Canadian manufacturers of woollen goods.
The farmer could take his wool to the
manufacturer and bring back the cloth
he needed for his clothing, and he could,
moreover, sell his surplus wool for cash.
He thought that as legislators it was
their duty to teach the people how to
live and clothe themselves at home rather
thau to Hatter nopul-r preivndices. The
farmer was happier when he wore clothes
made by his wife than he was to-day,
wearing, as he did, clothes manufactured
in England or the United States. Then
he bad gold and silver in his strong-box,
but, to-day, having contracted the habit
of purchasing these products abroad, he
hud ncglected this former national and
domestic indastry. Did the farmer enjoy
the Protection that the new ariff seemed
destined to grant him ? Were the advan-
tages he obtained greater than the few
sacrifices he was obliged to make as
a citizen of the State? He thought so.
The protection upon oats, rye and barley,
would give him profits greater than the
few duties he would have to pay on
certain articles of luxury., It must be
admitted that every one was obliged to
contribute towards detraying the ex-
penses of public administration. The
Government could not be maintained
without revenues ; public improvements
could not be made without money. The
people who asked for these public im-
provements tnderstood this. With re-
gard to these taxes, it was astonishing to
hear the Liberal party blame the Govern-
ment for the present increase, for this
party, whilst they were in power, had
considerably increased taxzation. If, to-
day, the Government was placed in a
rather awkward position, which required
an increase of revenue, the cause of this
might be Iaid at the door of the late
Liberal Administration. But, without
wishing to enter into recriminations
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against the late Administration, he
thought that the amendment of the
hon. leader of the Opposition was a proof
that this increase was necessary, for in
the first part he stated that, in order to
maintuin public credit, he was ready to
admit an increase of taxation ; what he
condemned was that the present distribu-
tion of the duties did bear equally on
all classes of society. With respect to
this, the leader of the Opposition had,
the previous evening, while speaking of
Protection, endeavoured to show that it
would not have the expected result, and
speaking half seriously, he pointed to
the case of several American workmen
who had come to seek employment on
the Welland Canal. This example did
not prove that Protection was not advan-
tageous to the United States, but it
showed that the late Premier, in giving
out tontracts, favoured American rather
than Canadian contractors. Amnother
example was that at Hamilton a large
asylum had been built, the contract had
been given to Americans, who, naturally
enough, had brought from the States all
the material required, as well as the
workingmen. Well, if the hon. the
leader of the Opposition had then been
mindful of Canadian workingmen, he
would have granted them Protection by
giving them this work. There wascuntra-
diction on the very face of the opposition
brought against the new policy by the
Liberal party. Some said that it would
increase the burden of taxation ; others,
and these were the principal members of
the Opposition, stated that the revenue
was going to decrease. That was, evi-
dently, paradoxical ; there was a flat
contradiction between these two state-
ments, for revenue was taxation. If the
revenue decreased, the people would,
necessarily, have less taxes to pay. This
contradiction showed what a difficulty
hon. members who opposed the new tariff,
without knowing exactly how to do so,
were in. If thay were logical, they
ought all to maintain that the Protective
policy meant an increase of taxation, and
that the revenue was going to be consid-
erably increased. Butthere was nothing
surprising in contradiction even, from a
party which did not seek for the inter-
ests of the country, but rather endea-
voured to excite popular prejudices, in
order to regain pgwer. Another remark
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that had been heard, inside and outside
of this House, was that Protection had
not yet produced any result, that the
country was just ag poor to-day as on the
17th of September. This impatience
seemed rather extraordinary, and those
who, made a profession of it were evi-
dently not serious. For, after all, the
tariff was not yet adopted. It was true
that it had been in force for a few days,
but it was hardly known all over the
country. A year, ora year and a half
would be required before the new system
would be put to an ordinary trial. This
impatience reminded him of the proverb
which said that the fruit could not come
before the flower. Complaints had been

heard with regard to the sacrifices
imposed by the mnew tariff upon
the poor man. These complaints

might be answered by saying that,
if the people were taxed to-day,
it was, in the first place, in order to
cover up the deficitg of the late Liberal
Administration, and to continue the
public improvements that had been
undertaken. It had been said that the
Conservative party were afraid to meet
the electors since the tariff had been
brought down. He was not of that
opinion. In his county,ffthe question
had been placed squarely before the elec-
tors, and every time mention was made
of the National Policy, his opponent took
good care to draw the aitention of the
electors to the fact that Protection signi-
fied an increase of taxation. A familiar,
and rather striking, illustration he made
use of was to tell the electors that the
hats they wore would be taxed to the
extent of 15 or 18 sous, and that it
would. be the same with regard to all
articles of general consumption. Then,
the news that the people would have
more taxes to pay than before would
not surprise them. Moreover, he had
answered this argument, as it should be
answered now, by stating that the elec-
tors should not . buy their hats from
foreigners, but that they should buy them
at home, and that it was better to pay a
little dearer for them and keep the money
in the country. He had to thank the
hon. the Minister of Finance for having
kindly paid attention to the remarks
that he had made to him, with regard to
protection of paper manufacturers. He
had been pleased to grant his request in
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the name of the industries of the county
that he (Mr. Vallée) represented. He
trusted that the protection granted to
the paper industries would infuse new
life into the four large paper mills now at
work in his county, and that others
would be opened. There was also in
his county a furniture manufacture that
would be greatly helped by the new
tariff. Mention had been made of de-
putations that had come to interview the
hon. the Finance Minister since he had
brought down his tariff. = He had been
present at some of these interviews, and
he had heard the delegates approve of the
tariff as a whole. It was true that some
wanted a little more Protection, and that
others,strangely enough, wanted less. He
had thought that these few persons were
actuated rather by selfish motives than
by a desire to forward the general in-
terests of the country.  Somé had gone
so far as to say that the new tariff would
create too much competition in the
country ; that a great number of capital-
ists would come and establish the same
kind of manufactures as those they
possessed.  Naturally, public sentiment,
the general interest, ought to predomin-
ate over private interests. It might
be said in a general way that the new
tariff would develop industry,favour agri-
culture, and cause the country to enter
upon a new era that would lead to pros-
perity. The policy of the Government
on this question ought to be approved of
as a whole. He trusted that before long
the country would feel the beneficial re-
sults that were hoped for, and the dark
days and the hard times that the country
had just gone through would give place
to prosperity. He would conclude by
applying to the arguments of the Liberal
party an incident, of which he had been
an eye-witness. Once an unfortunate
man wag blown up while blasting. He
fell to the ground, bruised, his skin torn
and his flesh mangled. A skilful doctor
was called in. This had taken place in
a small village, and all the gossips of the
place gathered round to view the sad
sight. When they saw the docter cut-
ting away a part of the skin and flesh,
he heard. them utter some very severe
remarks against the man of science.
They thought it hard to make the poor
man suffer by cutting away his flesh and
pieces of his skin. But, after a fortnight,
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the unfortunate man was restored to
health, strong, happy and robust. Then
the gossips admitted that the doctor
knew better what he was doing than they
did, and that by hurting the wounded
man a little he had saved his life and re-
stored him to health. That was what
the Liberals would say hefore long, for
the sick man was Canada and the doctor
was the hon. the Finance Minister.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he would not
have troubled the House but for some
assertions that had been made by hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the House;
be allud>d more particularly fo those
who had stated that the lumber trade
would be greatly injured by the present
tariff. Though he had heard a number
of gentlemen say the lumber trade was
going to be injured, he never heard one
say in what way it was going to be in-
jured. He had asked the hon. gentle-
man from South Wellington, the other
day, if he could explain how the lumber
interest was going to be injured by the
present Government. He failed to see,
if the present tariff was carried out, that
it would add to the expense of the Jum-
ber trade. It had been stated that it
would add 60c. on the cost of each
thousand feet of manufactured lumber.
He was sure it was not the extra duty
on pork that would have that result.
Then, what was it? Here, he would say,
that he thought the Finance Minister
should have put on a sufficient duty on
pork to make it an inducement to the
farmers of this country to raise pork, in-
stead of depending, as they did, to a very
large extent, on the United States.
Looking at the woollen goods used in the
lumber trade, he could not see that that
was the cause of the alleged increase
in the expense of the manufacture
of lumber., He knew, from his
own experience, that Canadian blan-
kets and cloth had been used for
years ; but he regretted that, under the
late tariff, a great many Canadian
factories had been compelled to shut
down, including the Cornwall factory,
whose blankets were known to, and used
by, nearly every lumbering firm in the
country. He was glad, however, to be
able to inform the House that this
factory was going to resume work again.
Under these circumstances, he could not
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see where the expense was to be in-
creased.  Certainly it could not be
caused by the additional imposition of
10z. on the 200lb. of pork. Then
take the article of saws, one of the
principal articles usedin the wanufacture
of lumber. Taking the saws made in
the United States and those made in
Canada, he would say, distinctly, as a
practical man, that the saws made in
this country were just as good as those
made in the United States. He would
not say that they were as inexpensive,
for the reason that Canadian factories
were not as large as those across the
line. He had purchased saws from
American factories, and from nearly
every factory in Canada, and was practi-
cally acquainted with the merits and de-
merits of each. He had shown that this
60c. increase a thousand on lumber could
not come from pork, wool, or saws, and
certainly they were not going to geb
axes from the Ushted States. They bad
a number of axe factories in Canada, and
they knew how to make axes to suit the
climate, which they could not do in the
United States. They imported very
little iron in connection with the lumber
trade ; steel was the principal material,
and that came in free. It was true they
used a large number of files. There was
now, at least, one factory in the Domin-
ion of Canada, and he was satisfied that,
under the present tariff, there would be
more in a very short time. The files got
in this country were just as good and
just as cheap as those purchased in the
United States. He had asked some
gentlemen, who had talked about the ad-
ditional tax on lumber, what would cause
it, but they could not point out where
the extra expense would occur. Of
course, if he had his own way, there
would be additional expense, as he would
put two cents & pound on pork coming
from the United States, and there-
by protect the farmers of this coun-
try. He represented an agricultural
constituency and had promised his
constituents = to give them every
protection practicable, and this article of
pork was mentioned to him particularly
by them. They desired a bigher duty,
s0 that they could raise pork advan-
tageously, which they could not now
with only a cent a pound duty. He
hoped the Finance Minister would see
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his way clear to change the duty on pork
from 1¢. to 2c. per pound. What would
become of Canada if the United States
put & duty on lumber? This was simply
absurd. It was true $2 a thousand feet
was charged on all lunber entering the
United States which was consumed there;
but a very large portion of the lumber
which went from this country to the
United States went through in bond.
He had any amount of figures and statis-
tics with.regard to this question, but he
had been unable to obtain the exact
amount of Canadian lumber that was con-
sumed in the United States, from the fact
that nearly all the lumber shipped from
Canada to the Unjted States went there
in bond ; the shippers in bond in the
cities of New York, Boston and Port-
land had their bonded yards, into which
all lumber went, and part of it was re-
sold there, and part shipped to South
America and the West Indies. On that
account, he had not been able to get the
amount of Canadian lumber actually con-
sumed in the Uni‘ed States. He regret-
ted that very much, as he would like to
have had the figures as they stood, the
statements in the Blue-books showing
an immense amount of lumber shipped
to the United States, but not the
quantity consumed in the States out of
that amount, and the quantity shipped
to the West Indies and elsewhere. Why
did this lumber go to the States?
Simply because, a few years ago, we had
sugar refineries in Canada, as the late
Finance Minister expressed it, the
privilege of washing our own sugar,
while, under their policy, they had to
shut down. Instead of lumber being
shipped, as formerly, from Montreal,
Quebec and the Lower Provinces, it was,
to-day,and had been for the last five years,
shipped from Portland, Boston and New
York. All the sugar shooks that were
manufactured here a ‘few years ago, and
shipped in in large quantities to the West
India Tslands, were shipped now from
American-ports, the reason being that our
sugar refineries were standing still, and
the trade transferred to Portland, Boston
and New York. This tariff would not
Injure the lumber trade. "What signified
Sc. on 100lb. ‘of pork, which would
make 60c. difference on a thousand feet
of lumber? The thing was too absurd.
As to the Americans raising the duty on
70
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lumber, the thing was preposterous.
There was no hon. gentleman opposite
who would net give Brother Jonathan
credit for being a practical business man,
who would do nothing to injure himself.
The United States had adopted a  policy
of Protection to better their interests,
and had improved their position, not-
withstanding the assertions and reports
of hon. gentlemen oppositg. The hon.
member for North Norfolk treated this
House, the other day, to along array of
figures, which he must have got from
some musty almanac that had been ly-
ing on somebody’s shelf for many years,
so ridiculous did they appear in com-
parison with what he wished to make out.
He stated the American factories
were one mass cf ruins, and that the
working people were going about idle.
No painter could paint on canvas any-
thing more dark and gloomy than what
the hon. gentleman depicted to be the
position of the United States at present.
Such assertions were simply 1ridiculous.
He (Mr. Rochester) knew, personally,
that the contrary was the case. For the
last eight or nine months he had never
met with an American, engaged in com-
merce, who had not distinctly stated that
trade was reviving and money plenty.
All their trouble, they said, had been
want of confidence, and that was being
now rapidly regained ; factories were
starting up, and they had no doubt that,
withina few months, they would be
doing a flourishing business.  He knew
that on the 1st February, 1879, all the
cotton manufactories of the town of
Manchester, New Hampsifre, were run-
ning on double time, day and night, and
up to that date had sold,in Europe,
about three million dollars’ worth of
cotton ; and yet, the hon. gentleman
could tell them the factories in the United
States were a mass of ruins.  The hon.
member for Bothwell said there was over
a hundred million dollars’ worth of
machinery in the United States standing
useless. He would just read one or two
extracts, from a very good authority,
which would show, better than anything
else, what the position of the United
States was to-day. The business notes
inthe New York Herqld of March 24th,
1879, contained the following :—

# American trunks are in great demand in
Ireland.
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“The sales of New England cotton goods
in China have increased to a very flattering
extent during the past year,

sA general revival of business is reported in
the Ohio iron regions, and manufacturers are
overwhelmed with orders st advanced prices,

« Nashville, Tenn , shows signs of awaken-
ing prosperity. According to a local journal
+$250,000 will not cover the cost of the houses
now in course of erection and to be erected
during the year 1879.°

« The Baltjmore and Ohio Railroad Company
are building, at the Mount Clare shops, twenty-
five engines of the ¢ Mogul’ pattern, for use
on the grades of the Alleghany Mountains, and
200 freight cars.

“A Newark (N.J) paper says:—¢Sash-
weights are now manufactured so cheaply from
scraps of tin—obtained from various manufac-
tures—in this city, that no country can com-
pete with them in cheapness.’

« The consumption of rubber by our manu-
facturers continues as large as ever, the im-
ports amounting to about twelve thousand
pounds per annum, chiefly from South Amer-
ica. The price ranges from twenty to fifty
cents per pound.

«The Milwaukee (Wis.) Bee revorts ¢ That
the announcement of new buildings for the
present season are coming in so fast that the
papers do not get time enough to dwell upon
the details before their attention is called to
one next.’

#The Cincinnati Gazetle has interviewed a
number of the representative business men of
that city with reference to the business outlook
for the spring. It finds universal cheerfulness
and a large increase of business over that of
last year.

« Among the branches of business which will
be affected by the new Canadian tariff is that
of trunks. The Newark (N. J.) Journal says:
¢ The new Canadian tariff operates against the
trunk manufacturers in this city, as to that
country they have been accustomed to look for
an important market.’

“ Salem, Mgss., sends encouraging news in
regard to the shoe trade. The Post of that
city, says: ¢ The spring trade kas everywhere
the fullest indications of being better than it
has been for years,and all there is wanted now
is for the people to fully realise the situation,
and the wheels of business will ¢ just hum.”’

“« A Lewistown (Me.) paper reports ¢ That
business at the Lewiston Machine Company's
works is now livelier than it has been in years.
Every available space in the works is in use,
and a very large force is employed. The
foundry is crowded with work, A large quan-
tity of cotton machinery is being turned out for
the Cabot Company, Brunswick ; for the Hal-
lowell Mill, for the Pontiac, for the York, of
Saco ; for two mills in Lawrence, and for a
mill in Atlanta, Ga. A very large order is
being filled for a mill at Atlanta, chiefly looms
.and shafting.’

#The Boston Post prints a bright picture, as
" follows :— The fuctories are generally resum-
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ing or making ready to resume work, and_if
the foreign market could be still more rapidly
extended by intelligent legislation their pros-
pects would improve at a much more speedy
pace. Butitis all certain to come right in
time. Even real estate, which is the last to
rally, feels the effect of the reviving trade im-
pulses and improves its figures and pretensions
together. We have reached a stage, in fact, at
which further movement is possible in but one
direction. Everything must now go torward.
The country is evidently about to enter on a
career of prosperity, whose splendours have
hardly yet been imagined.

% The business outlook on the State canals
is excellent. In the opinion of the Buffalo
Ezpress, the prospect for the season’s trade,
looked at from all standpoints, is very encour-
aging both to vessel owners and the managers
of propellor lines, and if reasonable carrying
rates are established in accordance with the
demand for room, there is no reason why ship-
pers and owners should not all wear smiling
It is estimated that there are at present
20,000,000 bushels of grain in store at the
upper lake ports; that the amount of lumber
which has been cut during the past winter,
and which now awaits shipment, is larger than
ever before; that miners have been unusually
active, and immense quantities of copper and
iron ore and pig mletal are ready to be trans-
ported. These are what constitute the down-
freight.”

These notes from the New York Herald
proved sufficiently that the depression
which hon. gentlemen opposite talked of
did not exist in the United States. He
knew tnat depression had existed iu the
United States. Would any hon. gentle-
man say it was any wonder that de-
pression should have existed there during
the last few years, after the great inter-
nal war they had passed through. They
felt the depression, and were obliged to
raise money to pay their war debt by a
Protective policy. If it was good for
forty millions of people to have a Pro-
tective policy, was it not also good for
four millions ? Should we, as Canadians,
only four millions of people, not protect
our agriculturists and our manufacturers
against forty millions of people, who
have built a wall around themselves
that nothing can get through with-
out paying a large duty? He
said, without fear.of contradiction, that
the Americans could manufacture many
articles 50 per cent. cheaper than they
could be made in the Dominion. For
that reason its people asked for and
ought to have Protection. The fly-on-
the-wheel policy of the last five years
had left Canada in its present depressed
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condition. East, west, north and south,
they wouid find railway cars laden with
some of their best men, making for the
far west. He was satisfiel when they
went to Manitoba, but did not like to
see them settling in the Western States.
A few days ago only, trains left
Brackville with over 1,000. From his
own part of the country, including
county Ca-leton, « large number of fami-
lies bad recently gone, because they
could not make a living here. Tae
reason was obvious, having been explained
by the member for Quebec, in regard to
the absence of a market for Canadian
coarse grains. Hon. geutlemen on the
Opposition side had asked: Why was
not 10c. or 20c. per bushel imposed on
corn instead of T3c.? He (Mr. Rochester)
believed the duty should have been 10c.,
because this corn had done immense in-
jry to the Canadian farmer. Twenty
years ago they had in this country 85
distilleries, every one fed with the coarse
grains raised in this country : rye, barley.
oats and pease. Bus, for a number of
years, they had but six distilleries, which
made more whiskey than the 85 for-
merly. Whas was the consequence ?
All the whiskey was made from United
States Tndian corn, which had entered
withous paying a cent of duty, while the
Canadian farmer had to shell out 15c.
for every bushel of barley he sent tn the
United Stutes. They had no wheatland
in some sections of Canada, butcultivated
oats and pease, having also any quantity
of land fit to raise rye. He supposed
hon. gentlemen opposite knew a good
deal about vye, or, at least, the whiskey
that came from it. It entered largely
into the manufacture of whiskey twenty
years ago, when the farmer got 60c.to $1
a bushel for it. The price, of late years,
wagr about 40c. a bushel, not one bushel
being raised now for every 1,000 for-
merly.  Canadian coarse grains had been
superseded by Indian corn from the
United States, for which Canadians had
been made hewers of wood and drawers
of water. If the farmers were not at-
tended to, and suffered, the mercantile,
manufacturing and all other interests
would suffer with them. Hon. gentlemen
opposite had spoken of the tariff raising
the prices of artigles, but, as the member
for Quebec had explained, a man earning
good wages could betver pay $6 for a
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barrel of flour than a man, poor and but
partially employed, $4 for a barrel. He
had found some appropriate remarks on
this subject in the Farmer's Adwvocate,
which he would read :

“We have examined part of the tariff now
proposed, and consider it the best tariff we
have yet seen for building up the agricultural
interest of the country. We must draw a line
between the inferior productions of the Statesx
and our products. Canada can and does pro-
duce better beef, mutton, pork wheat, oats,
peas, barley, potatoes, apples, butter, and
cheese than the United States. The Ameri-
cans have been purchasing our best products
and selling them as their own. They have
also palmed off their inferior products under
the name of Capadian products. The duty
charged on most articles must tend to in-
crease the value of our productions, and to put
our produce in its true light in foreign
markets. We shall thus be able to obtain
better prices, and this means an enhancement
ofthe value of every acre of productive land
in this Dominion.”

He did not know whether this paper
was Free-trade or Protectionist, but he
found its remarks correct. Some of the
hon. gentlemen opposite showed great
inconsisteney on the tariff question. For
instance, the member for Iberville (Mr.
Béchard), on the 9th of April last, pro-
posed the following amendment to the
motion of the then Finance Minister,
Mr. Cartwright :

«That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be resolved ¢ That a large
quantity of corn and oats having been imported
into Canada during the last few years, this
House is of opinion that the interests of
Canadian farmers would be promoted by the
imposition of a duty upon the importation of
those products.”

Last year he wanted Protection, but now
he opposed it. The Finance Minister bad
brought forward a policy that would
benefit every industry, and had he taken
twelve months to mature it, instead of
a few weeks, he would have deserved
much credit for it. All should know
that it was difficult to rearrange a tariff ;
it was not to be expected a Finance
Minister should be thoroughly acquaint-
ed with every business in the country.
He required the opinions of all trades,
and also of the merchants. He had been
told that the deputations to the Finance
Minister had always left satisfied with
their treatment, which, he understood,
could not be said of those that had waited

l upon his predecessor. The hon. member
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for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) had
drawn a fearfully dark picture ot the
condition of business in the United
States ; but he did not say that he found
the depression in Canada so great, and
prices so low that he had transferred his
large lumber business to Michigan and
and was there operaling ; he had said he
could make money there, but not in
Canada. This hon. gentleman was as
inconsistent as the member for Iberville,
who, last year, moved for Protection,
and this year condemmned it. The ex-
Finance Minister and hon. member for
South Brant (Mr. Paterson) had asked
where was the change for the better in
wages, stocks and other things since 17th
September last? The member for South
Brant, by his manner, reminded himn
(Mr. Rochester) of the action of a loco-
motive which he had seen trying to force
its way through a snow-bank—snorting
and plunging into the drift with great
noise and violence. He understood

that generals, in entering battle,
cast about to see how, in case
of need, they could retreat safely.

Well, his hon. friend, as soon as he got
aground, read from lists of the ayes and
noes, for the past two or three Sessions,
until he recuperated himself "in the same
manner as the man who was shovelling
snow in front of the locomotive. He
eould not help thinking the hon. gentle-
man was like that locomotive, stuck hard
in the snow driit, and that while he was
reading the ayes and noes for the benefit of
the Honse, he was recuperating for an-
other dash. The hon. member for South
Huron (Mr. Cameron), in his speech,
put him (Mr Rochester) in mind of an
incident which occurred to him, some
years ago, when he was up the river ex-
amining a timber limit. He was on
snow shoes, and had a very high hill to
ascend, and he found it fearfully difficult
work ascending that hill. His hon.
friend appeared to be very much in the
same condition, when he tried to make a
speech against the tariff, for it was
evident that the hon. gentleman was
gpeaking against the convictions of his
own_couscience. The hon. leader of the
Opposition, and the hon. ex-Finance
Minister, had admitted that they did not
believe the present administration would
ever bring down a Protective policy.
But he had to congratulate these hon.
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gentlemen, and the country might cen-
gratulate themselves, that men of ability,
men who were capable of grappling with
the questions of the day, men who were
capable of remodelling the tariff and
putting it into a shape that would benefit
the country, had been returned to power;
and the people might congratulate them-
selves that they would derive a large
amount of benefit from the revision of
the tariff. But, there was ome thing, he
thought, the hon. gentleman had missed,
and he would draw the attention ot the
hon. gentleman to it, as he thought it
was a matter of vital importance
the  country. The  present
tariff before  the  House gave
protection  to the agriculturist and
to the manufacturer, but there was noth-
ing said about the mercantile community,
He proposed, although it was not a
pleasant thing to do, to perform a duty
which devolved upon him—owing to the
fact of there being vipers in the Dom-
inion of Canada that had been for a
number of years, and were now, preying
on the vitals of ghe commercial commun-
ity of the Dominion. The men he al-
luded to were a bane and a curse to this
country to-day. He referred to the com-
mercial agencies of New York and Bos-
ton that operated in the TDominion of
Canada. He proposed to bring betore
the House a petition on the subjeet,
signed by the principle merchants in dit-
ferent parts of the Dominion, asking the
Government for protection against these
vipers. He believed two-thirds of the
bankruptcies of the country were brought
about by these blackmailers. These
men would rate a man according to what
he paid them. All a man had to do if
he wanted to start business, was to go to
one of the reporters of these mercantile
agencies, and if he could give $50, 330
or $100 for his book, he would get a
rating accordingly. He would be pre-
pared to lay before a Committee of this
House, and he hoped the House would
grant him a Committee, documents which
would show that one concern alone paid
these reporters, in a very short time, the
sum of $800 for their rating, which was
$5600,000, and a few weeks afterwards
they were in bankruptcy. He ecould
also show that, in the four months of
February, March, April and May of last
year, meu who were rated at from $2,000

to
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to $750,000 failed for millions of dollars.
He merely mentioned this now because
they were on the subject of Protection,
and because he considered that there was
nothing in this country to-day that re-
quired action on the part of the Govern-
ment more than these commercial agen-
cies. A dishonest man, who could raise
$25 or $50, could go to one of the com-
mercial reporters he had referred to, and
get a rating prior to starting business.
He could then go to the wholesale mer-
chant and buy goods, and refer him to
the commercial agency. The merchant
finds the man is rated at $2,000, and he
believes the report and delivers the
goods. But that man started business
with a view of seeing how much he
could rob the merchant of. He paid
small amounts for a few months, and
then failed, offering a composition of 10c.,
20c., or 25c., for what he should pay
100c. And this was all the fault of the
commercial agencies. He would not
longer detain the House upon this sub-
Jject, because he proposed to present a
petition asking that a law might be
framed to put these men in the same posi-
tion as other companies ; as for instance,
fire and life insurance companies, that
would require them to make a certain
deposit with the Government, take out a
license, and, at the same time, have a
sign over their doors stating what their
business is, and offer facilities to any
man to examine their books. This would
be some protection. It would not be too
much to say that millions of dollars were
carried out of the Dominion to the
United States every year by these com-
mercial agencies. He was told that in
New York, and other places, their resi-
dences were perfect palaces, and that
some of the dwelling houses of the
managers cost a million of money. If
this was the case, should not these agen-
cies be checked? He hoped that when
he brought the subject up, the Govern-
ment would take the matter in hand.
Now most of the gentlemen who had
spoken upoun this question of the tariff
had given their experience about the late
elections, and he had a very interesting
tale he could tell about the last general
elections, as far as he was individually
concerned. The then Ministers of the
Crown had made themselves very busy
at his election, which, of course, they had
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a perfect right to do. He found no fault
with that. He found fault with a Min-
ister of the Crown trying to get all
the employés of the Government who had
votes in the county of Carleton to vote
against him (Mr. Rochester). He did
not expect that these gentlemen who had
worked for years in order to get an elec-
tion law that would do away with brib-
ery and corruption would be the first to
break them. But what occurred in his
county ¢ He had three opponents in his
last contest, whom he would divide as
two Conservatives and one Reformer.
Afd there was one who styled himself as
a Tory of the deepest water. The late
Secretary of State got hold of that gen-
tleman (Rev. J. May), and they all knew
that hon. gentleman wzs a great manipu-
lator. He manipulated this Tory of the
deepest water until he pledged that, if he
was elected for the county of Carleton,
he would abandon Toryism and be a good
Grit in the future, if the hon. gentleman
would do certain things. Now he was
told the hon. gentleman did do certain
things, and these certain things were
that he wanted money with which to pay
his debts, and he wanted money witk
which to run the election. The hon. the
Secretary of State told parties who called
upon him that they had done this, and
that they had given him money for these
purposes. The Reform candidate, as
honest a man as ever breathed, was Mr.
John A. Grant. Mr. Grant came down
here for the purpose of asking the Gov-
ernment to give him their support as the
Government candidate. But the Secre-
tary of State said : “ No, Mr. Grant,
we have taken hold of Rev. John May,
and wecannotgive up the Rev.John May.”
Mr. Grant said the Rev. John May
was a Tory, to which the Secretary of
State replied, “ You know, Mr. Grant,
the county of Carleton is not well
enough educated to run a Grit candi-
date.” He (Mr. Rochester) hoped it
never would be educated so as to runa
Grit candidate. After Mr. Grant and
his friends left the office, the hon. gentle-
man sent after him and invited him back.
He tock Mr. Grant into his inside office
and said, * Now, Mr. Grant, I want you
to understand that everything that is
said here is confidential. We must tell
you then, that we cannot help you. We
are bound to run the Rev. John May.
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‘We cannot get rid of him ; and it is ut-
terly impossible for you to gain the
election against Rochester.” But, whike
they could not give up the Rev. Jobn
May, they could do something else. The
Secretary of State removed a newspaper
from the table and displayed a pile of
bills, and said, “ Mr. Grant, we are will-
ing to do anything we can.” There was
a nice piie of bills, but his unfortunate
friend was too honest to take the bait.
Under these circumstances, he was going
to ask the Government for a Committee
to inquire into this matter. He thought
those men who had forfeited their
positions as members of the Crown should
be brought to book. One of the employés
was sent out to the county of Carleton
a8 deputy returning-officer. ~Who paid
their salavies while they were out there?
‘Who paid the salaries of the agents who
were sent out to work for the Rev. John
May, and against him (Mr. Rochester) %
He thought this was something that
ought to be brought to light, and for
which any Government which would
allow it should be brought to book.
Then Mr. Jones, who took care of the
Senate reading-room, was sent out as
deputy returning-officer, and he did not
know ‘how many more. He knew that
men from the Departments had been
stationed at the doors of the different
polling-booths, who pencilled down the
name of every Civil Service employé who
voted. Of course they could not tell
how he voted, but they reported to head-
quarters those who had voted. Another
gentleman, who occupied a pesition in
one of the Departments, had two sons
who worked very bhard for the
hon. the present President of the
Council, and the late Secretary of
State went to the Department to this
gentleman, and told him that if he did

not stop his sons working he would be

dismissed from his office. Hon. gentle-
men might talk about the United States,
and to the victor belong the spoils ; but
could anything be worse than what he
had pointed out. It would be interest-
ing t0 know where all the money came
from that was used at that election. W.
d. Wills, Emigrant Agent for the city of
Ottawa, spent weeks in the county can-
vassing for the Rev J. May, the Govern-
ment candidate, and it was said that
he held the position of treasurer for
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the party. Now, what he (Mr.
Rochester) wanted to know, and what
the country wanted to know, was, who
paid this man, with all the other em-
ployés of the Government, that spent so
much of their time in the county previous
to, and duaring the late election? He
was told if they examined the pay sheet,
they would find that all those gentlemen
were paid their full time. Now, of
course, he (Mr. Rochester) had not spent
any money. Hon. gentlemen opposite
were sure to believe that. But seriously,
he could solemnly say that he had no
agents nor committee, and he spent no
money. During that election a large
number of buggies ran between these
offices and the five different villages sur-
rounding the city, to carry Civil Service
employés to the polls. He would like to
know who paid for these buggies. Any-
body who knew his friend, the late
Secretary of State, knew that' he
could mnot do anything of the
kind. He would like also to know who
paid the wages of the men who were
sent out by Ministers of the Crown to
canvass the county for days and weeks
previous to the election? He would
like to know whether the public of the
Dominion of Canada were going to pay
men to go around canvassing and work-
ing for a man who happened to be a sup-
porter of the Administration for the
time being ¢ 1If that was going to be the
case, it had better be known. He would
not trespass any longer upon’ the time
of the House. He had collected a large
amount of statistics, more especially re-
garding the lumber trade, with consider--
able trouble, but there had been so much:
in the way of figures already submitted
to the House, that he would not weary
the House. He would only add that he
was, on the whole, satisfied with the
tariff. He had not attempted to enter
into the details of the tariff, as he had no
hesitation in saying that many of them
he knew very little abont. He had
only taken up the lumber interest which
he was practically acquainted with. The
hon. gentlemen opposite talked about
the following on his side of the House.
He could say that the supporters of the
Government were proud of their posi-
tion. He for one was proud to he a fol-
lower of the present Administration,
and he thought he only expressed the

.
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feeling of every member on his side of
the House, when he said that they were
proud of the men who occupied the Trea-
sury benches ; that the men who formed
the present Government were competent
to grapple with the great questions of the
day. They had, to-day, no fly-on-the-
wheel policy.

Mg. METHOT said that, at this stage
of the discussion, he had no intention of
making a long speech ; but he believed
he owed it to himself, and to his con-
stituency, to put before the House the
attitude he wanted to assume in regard
to this tariff. Having, for the ten years
that he had been in public life, always
fought strongly in favour of the prin-
ciple of Protection, and having had the
honour, during the last eighteen months,
of being twiceelected by overwhelming ma-
jorities over his opponents, who were
strong Kree-traders, he felt, whatsoever
might be his feelings against some of the
details of the present tariff, that he
could not do otherwise than vote for the
tariff en bloc, as it was now before Par-
liament. But, in the difficult circum-
stances in which they were now
placed, he wanted it to be well
understood  that in casting this
vote he did not- desire it to be taken
as a mark of confidence or non-confidence
in the hon. gentlemen who now governed
this country. He looked at this question
from a stronger point of view. He
thought it was one of those measures that
they must deal with purely in the inter-
est of the whole country, without con-
sidering who had brought it forward, or
who was opposing it. He must, there-
fore, after having reserveq his opinions,
and mode of acting, until the details of
this tariff came before the House, de-
clare that he would support, with all his
strength, the tariff as it was now before
the House.

~ Mg. ROGERS said the proposed tariff
indicated a policy so completely at vari-
ance with his own views of sound political
economy, so utterly inconsistent with the
progressive tendencies of the world, and

%0 prejudicial to all the vital interests of

Canada, that it was not surprising that
all who were not trammelled by election

pledges or party alliances, should
offer an earnest protest  against
the infliction. = Although the injus-
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tice of the measure would apply to
the whole Dominion, no Province would
feel it more keenly than New Brunswick,
and no county in the Province more than
Albert, which he had the honour of re-
presenting. He need noct, therefore,
apologise for expressing his dissent from
the opinions of the Finance Minister,
whatever might be his personal regard
for that gentleman. He felt that he
would ill discharge his duty if he did not
rige, and, at least, in a few words, express
his firm protest against an imposition of
taxation so fatal to every interest of his
constituents. Those interests were very
diversified. They included five different
classes — farming, lumbering, mining,
shipping, and, to some extent, fishing.
These interests were variously irter-
mixed, and all were more or less depen-
dent on each other. The division of
labour had not reached such a state of
perfection there as in the older Provin-
ces. While the farmers of his county
were dependent on the soil for their
subsistence in the raising of a variety of
products, their surplus consisted mostly
of cattle and dairy products, hay, oats and
potatoes. There was noimport of these
articles to speak of, and even a prohibi-
tion of foreign farm products would not
help their prices. Much of their pro-
ducts .were sold in DBoston, New
York, and other American cities, thus
giving employment to coasting vessels,
which could only carry such cargoes at
low rates with a prospect of return
freights of cornmeal, flour, coal and
other merchandise, and any restriction on
this trade would at once injure the farm-

ing interest by the increased cost of im-
portation, while the advance on all the

necessaries of life which the farmer must

buy would add greatly to their present

depressed condition. Flour and meal, so

far as required, would be higtier at cer-

tain seasons, when the advantage of am

overstocked New York market, combined

with a nominal rate of freiglLt, could be

secured. They imported a large quantity -
of cornmeal, the duty on which must

add to their taxation. By comparing

the imports into New Brunswick, of

last year, which were 65,919bls., it would

be found the duty would be $26,367,

while the duty on the corn imported

would be $1,673, making in all $28,040.

Sugar also, and even tea, would be found
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to cost the Dominion more when impor-
ters were vestricted in their choice of
markets.  Furniture and agricultural
implements, iron goods, boots and shoes,
and clocks, were already sufficiently pro-
tected, and would be made dearer for
the farmer as well as all the other clagses
of his constituents. The lumbermen,
already borne down with a depressed
market, would have to pay more for
supplies, as had been clearly shown by
hon. members on his side of the House
who had preceded him, and which, not-
withstanding other opinions expressed,
still remained substantially uncontra-
dicted, and higher freights on exports, if
they continued business at all. The
same would apply to mining, in which he
might include the shipping of albertite
coal, calcined plaster, gypsum, freestone,
and the other products of that section of
the Province. Under this tariff, labourers
could not subsist on the wages hereto-
fore paid them, their food and clothing
being so heavily taxed, and, as before
remarked, the small class of vessels
whicl: carried these exports to the Unitel
States markets must, of necessity, advance
the freight rates or go at once out of em-

ployment.  The tariff, as submitted by
the hon. the Finance  Minister,
did not specify what was to be

the system by which drawbacks were to
be secured to shipbuilders. He hoped
that the Finance Minister would so de-
fine it that the shipbuilder might be able
to estimate the amount of the drawback
before taking a contract. The article of
cordage was made subject to a higher
duty, and this was a burden that he
*thought should not have been imposed,
as it not only affected the shipbuilder,
but the sailing of vessels, from the largest
ship to the smallest fishing boat that
hugged their shores in search of a liveli-
hood. And, though anchors. cables,
oakum, foreign woods and salt were ad-
mitted free as before, he failed to find any
compensating advantages for the greatly
increased cost of living to the workmen
employed. Those considerations in ad-
dition to the general restrictions of trade
and commerce, clearly indicated, whether
designedly or not, a blow at this staple
industry, which had done so much to
place ¢ this Canada of ours” in a very
proud position among the nations of the
world. It was well known how a per-
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nicious Protective system had, by adding
to the cost of construction notwithstand-
ing their many advantages, reduced the
mercantile marine of the United States,
so that to-day only about one quarter of
the exports of the great Republic were
carried under their own flag. Was it
wise, was it patriotic that our onward
march to supremacy on the seas should
be cheoked and embarrassed by such an
anomalous and partial method of raising
the revenue? As had been correctly
pointed out by the hon. member for West
Middlesex (Mr. Ross) and others, the fine
articles of commerce, the ornaments and
the luxuries of the rich were subject to
less duty than the necessities of the poor
and those in moderate circumstances.
The chinaware and the broadcloths were
admitted at a lower rate than the stone-
ware and the coarser tweeds and cloths.
Then, again, the complicated nature of
the tariff was a serious objeciion. - They
had ad wvalorem duties and specifie—
specific as to quantity, specific as to
quality, specific as to size, and specific as
to weight. All these would tend to em-
barrass and press unduly on the small
importer, and must tend to concentrate
the trade in the hands of the great mer-
cautile houses, so that the competition
essential to the good of the consumer
would be checked. The tendency must
be to centralise the importing business in
the large cities, to the serious loss and
detriment ot the Maritime Provinces. As
had been most truly said, the rich man
would, by an Act of Parliament, be made
richer still, and the poor man poorer
still. The worst system of the United
States system might arise. Lobbyists
and rings of manufacturers, who could
well afford to part with a percentage of
their ill-gotten gains, would be enriched
by successful political log-rolling, and
would, in turn, protect and assist a Gov-
ernment which would continue to wrest
for them the hard-earned savings of the
poor. The hon. member for King’s must
have startled the House with the intelli-
gence that the duty on tea was reduced
two cents per pound, and he (Mr. Rogers)
thought it would be interesting to his
(Mr. Domville’s) constituents, as well as
the House, to know how such a desirable
consummation was to be obtained under
the present tariff. For, notwithstanding
the desire of the members opposite to im-
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press the country with the idea that they
were going to give the country a free
breakfast table, none of them had gone
so far as the hon. member for King's.
He (Mr. Domville) had also told the
House it would not cost New Brunswick
anything more for coal. He (Mr. Rogers)
found by the trade returns that that
Province imported 21,240 tons of anthra-
cite coal from the United States, and
4,602 tons of bituminous coal. It was
only fair to say that New Brunswick
would have to pay duty upon coal to the
amount of $12,000 to $15,000. He (Mr.
Rogers) thought that the hon. member
was equally unhappy in his reference to
the shipbuilding industry of New Bruns-
wick, when he spoke of it as “a little
shipbuilding.” Be that as it might, he
(Mr. Rogers) thought shipbuilding was
to the Maritime Provinces what the
wheat-growing fields of the West were to
them. . He begged to dissent from tkis
estimate. He found, on comparison with
the United States, which had ten times
our population, that the Dominion had
about one-third of as much registered
tonnage as they possessed. Tt was
one of the links of the great carrying
trade, which, with the railway and
canal system, conveyed the products of
Canada to a market in the Mother
Country.  That hon. gentleman had
also attempted to show that in New
Brunswick they paid less for cer-
tain articles now than they paid before
the Union, and that their per capita tax
had been lessened in that way. He had

“stated that in 1866 the price of flour was
$10.50, while molasses and sugar were
also higher than now. Had he taken the
trouble to go a little further back, he
would have found some very different
facts. He (Mr. Rogers) would give
some quotations from the prices as shown
by the St. John Morning News of the
5th November, 1862. Flour was then
quoted at from $5.75 to $6; molasses
26c. to 30c. ; sugar T}e. to 8}c.; deal
freights to Liverpool, 7ds. to 77s. 6d.,
and deals were quoted in Liverpool at
£7 17s. 6d. per standard, while to-day
freights were 55s. to 60s.,and deals £5 10s.
10 £6 per standard. This went to show
that Confederation had very little to do
with the prices which were controlled by
the larger markets of the world. The
same member had also stated that this
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was not a cast-iron tariff, but would be
tried for twelve months. He(Mr. Rogers)
hoped it was not a cast-iron tariff, and
that the Finance Minister would consent
to its being modified in Committee so as
to meet the requirements of the Mari-
time Provinces. He predicted, if it
should remain as at present be-
fore the House, that, notwithstanding
the many bands of Protection which its
promoters had encircled it with, the very
first time the electors of this country had
a chance of pronouncing their views upon
it, they would declare that it was not in
accordance with their views.

MRr. TROW said he had listened to
the debate with a great deal of atten-
tion, and had failed to find any plausible
or reasonable excuse given by the advo-
cates of Protection, why any large pro-
portion of the population should be taxed
for the express benefit of a few. He
considered it was the interest and duty
of all Governments to legislate for the
many and not for the few, to do the great-
est possible good to the greatest possible
number. Hon. gentlemen opposite were
somewhat intolerant in their remarks,
with reference to the elections of the
17th September last ; some of them even
asserting the doctrine that the people
had decided the matter at the polls, and
the House had no right to discuss the sub-
jectatall. He believed the elections were
carried in many ridings by misrepresen-
tation and deceit. In his section of On-
tario the matter was not brought upin such
a manner as represented here ; but only a
revision of the tariff was contemplated,
not an increase of taxation upon every
conceivable article used, from ten to
fifteen per cent. higher than before. In
looking over the returns of that “ glorious
victory,” of which they had heard so
mwuch, he found that very little change
in the electoral vote would have made
a wonderful change ; the party with
whom he was identified would have
remained in power. He could point to
twenty-five hon. members, supporters of
the Administration, the total of whose
united majorities would not amountto one-
half the majority of his hon. friend from
North Oxford, and yet these gentlemen

would boast that they represen e
people. He found that the hon. mefgiber

for Cornwall was returned by 38 ;%he
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hon. member for Halton by 18 ; the hon.
member for North Leeds and Grenville
by 34; the hon. member for North
Middlesex by 8 ; the hon. member for
Niagara by 2 ; the hon. member for South
Norfolk by 17; the hon. member
for Fast Peterboro’ by 26; the hon.
memher for Prescott by 4; the hon.
member for Centre Wellington, the farm-
ers’ friend, by 6; the hon. member for
North York by 10; the ,hon. mem-
ber for Portneuf by 1. Others in Nova
Scotia, Conservatives, were returned by
very small majorities : the hon. mewber
for Queen's with .8, and the hon. mem-
ber for Annapolis by 9. Twenty-five Gov-
vernment supporters, with their united
majorities, would only make 630
votes. It was evident that, if a change
of a few votes in the whole Dominion
bhad taken place, the members of the
Government would be on the other side of
the House. He might mention that it
was by mere accident that the Finance
Minister was here. His majority was 9,
and under protest, and, if he appeared
again before his constituents, those
who knew the situation informed him
that there would, in all probability,
be 900 majority against  him.
The hon. member for Niagara condemned
the policy of the late Government, in
regard to the construction of the
Pacific Railway, stating that they bhad
commenced at both ends, leaving a gap
unfinished in the centre, that the road
was totally useless until the centre was
completed. He shouli have considered
the lay of the country, the engineering
difficulties to encounter, and the impossi-
bility of constructing that work, unless
at both ends, making facilities as the
work progressed to carry in necessary
materials, The same hon. gentle-
man had condemned the late Gov-
ernment in their immigration policy,
stating that they had been the means of
driving emigrants into th United States.
The hon. gentleman should consider that
in 1872, while the hon. the present leader
was in power, there passed through Can-
ada into the United States 52,608 emi-
granis, and only 36,5679 remained in
these Provinces. In 1873, 49,059 passed
through Canada into the United States,
and f#hose landed here 50,050. The
folloWing was the result of the next five
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years, during the administration of the
late Government :—

Passed into the Remained in
Unitea States. Canada.
In 1874..... 40,649 ......... 39,373
1875..... 9,:04 ... 27,382
1876..... 10,916 .... 25,632
1877..... 5640 ......... 27,076
187800ue. 11,226 veu..... 29,807

Showing that during the years 1872 and
1873, while his leader, the right hon.
member for Victoria, was in power,
24,022 more emigrants passed through
Cunada into the United States than in
the next five years. 'What was the policy
of this Government in reference to emi-
gration ¢ He was informed that the
Minister of Agriculture and Immigration
had abandoned the scheme, and dismissed
his emigration agents in Europe. Ifsuch
were the case, he regretted it very
much, because mnow was our op-
portunity to take advantage of the
depression which existed in Great Britain
among the tenant farmers of that coun-
try, and induce them to settle in this
Dominion, where they could procure the
fee simple town estate for the rental of
farm in Great Britain for one year. The
hon. member for Cardwell seemed . to
think there was prosperity at present,
even in the United States. He would
wish it were so. Does the hon. gentle-
man know there were at present thous-
ands out of employment; that there were
half a million clamouring for bread in
Boston and other cities of the American
Union? Our commercial relations being
so closely identified with that of the
United States, it was natural to suppose
that we should suffer in consequence of
that great financial panic that swept over
that great country. He (Mr. Trow)
believed that it was beyond the power of
any Government to bring about prosperity
by any such policy as now proposed.
Could the people be enriched by taxing
the large majority for the benefit of the
few ? If the taxesfell equally on all, it
might be supposed that the Government
was anxious to do what was fair and
right. Would any one beuncandid enough
to say that the farming interests had re-:
ceived any consideration, further than
increasing their burdens? What. had
been done to benefit them? Had not
his taxes been increased, by higher
duties on every article he used? The
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labouring man and lumberman, who,
with the farmers, produced most of the
wealth of the country, had also been en-
tirely ignored. Depression occasicnally
afflicted all nations, and the United
States had heen movre severely visited
than Canada. They had had many yearsof
prosperity, during which hon. gentiemen
opposite should have husbanded the re-
sources of the country, and have been less
reckless in undertaking costly works of
greatmagnitude ; the publicdebt would not
then have besn increased so much nor the
present troubles felt so keenly. They had
prosperous times during and after the
American war. All oursurplus stock and
produce was taken at good prices, labour
was in great demand, followed by a rail-
road mania, which wasencouraged by the
Government. Many millions were thus
spent, causing the people to imagine they
were exceedingly wealthy, when their
means largely consisted of borrowed
money—in imaginary wealth. In Ontario
alpne about $20,000,000 was expended
on new railways, the promoters obtaining
bonuses and floating bonds exten-
sively. The whole system of the
eountry was rotten to the core. The
sountry suffered from a partial fail-
ure of crops two or three seasons in suc-
cession, and the natural reaction took
place. The Dominion and Provincial Gov-
ernments having to meet the payment
of interest on their borrowed loans, a
reaction took place. The public feeling
was anxious for a change, thousands
foolishly entertaining the idea that the
Government could grant them some
measure of relief. To add to our misfor-
tunes, the wholesale merchants im-
ported enormous quantities of goods for
years, amounting in four or five years to
over $100,000,000 worth more than the
logitimate wants of the country required.
Irresponsible persons were allowed un-
limited credit ; merchants’ agents were
pushing sales all over the country ; thous-
ands of farmer’s sons left the farm and
entered into business without experience,
the result being financial failure.
Bankruptcy goods were sold by the offic-
ial assignee at sacrifice prices, and others
trying to carry on a legitimate business
were dragged down, hundreds failing
in. consequence. At the elections last
fall—in regard to which he never knew
the peopie to be more deceived—min-
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isters had been accused of deceiving the
electors ; at all events, different versions
of the Protective policy were given in
different parts of the countrv. The
character of the speeches made depended
very materially upon the geographical
positions of the localities visited. It was
wrong to accuse the late Government of
a Frec-trade policy ; their tariff was
174 per ceunt. for revenue, which
gave enough protection and encourage-
ment to any legitimate business. The
manufacturers. had come to Ottaws,
however, from various parts of the Do-
minion, with selfish motives, and created
a hue-and-cry about the slaughter of
goods in Canada. Hon. gentlemen
opposite complained that goods were
manufactured in the United States
50 per cent. cheaper than could be
here. Why should Canadians be deprived
of obtaining them so0 much cheaper
than the home manufactured articles ?
Were not cheap goods a benefit to those
who purchased? With regard to the
complaints of their market being glutted
with American goods, he thought that
much of the goods exnibited in one part
of the country as American, came from
some other part of the country where
there was over-production. A large
quantity of furniture, manufactured in
Guelph, had been sold in Toronto as
American, because it had a good name.
He had no taith in the policy of the
present Administration, nor had he
any faith that it would work
well or prove beneficial, Ministers
evidently had no faith in it themselves,
as they were making changes in the
tariff continually. The hon. member for
King's (Mr. Domville) had said that
if it did not work well, not “he,” but
“we” would abandon it in a year. Some
30 or 40 changes had been already made
since it was brought down. A deputa-
tion from Huron, representing the salt
interests, were told they would be pro-
tected, but had discovered, after return-
ing home, that 8c. a bushel did not suit
their interests, they having expected that
all foreign salt would be prohibited, and
that they could supply our fishermen with
3,000,000, or 4,000,000 bushels which
we now principally brought out in bal-
last and sold much cheaper than the
Goderich salt could possibly be supplied.
The deputation anticipated that the
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30,000 or 40,000 fishermen of the Mari-
time Provinces would be compelled to
buy from them. They imagined that
vessels would bring coal to the West
from Nova Scotia and return to it and
New Brunswick with cargoes of salt.
But they found themselves entirely mis-
taken, and that all the salt excluded by
the present tariff was but 5,000 to 6,000
bushels that entered Ontario from the
States. He understood, from a member
of the deputation that the salt interest
was seriously injured by the new tariff,
at least 10c. per barrel, by the tax put
upon coal. The coal tax was very ob-
Jjeclionable, and would he severely felt by
the poor in all the towns and cities in
Ontario—a direct tax of $350,000 per
annum, and it is doubtful if one ton more
will be brought from Nova Scotia. The
geographical position of Ontario prevented
that, unless under a tariff of $1.50 per ton.
The milling interest had also been in-
jured. He had received a letter a few
days ago from one of his constituents, a
miller, who could manufacture 2,800
bushels of oats per day. During last
year he purchased 550,000 bushels of
oats, and shipped to Glasgow and Liver-
pool 52,000 barrels of catmeal. All that
he could purchase in the various little
towns and districts adjacent during the
year was 90,000 bushels of oats, and he
was under the necessity of purchasing
460,000 bushels from the United States.
This miller employed a certain number ot
men ; the railways were also employed,
and the shipping interests must have made
a profit. Were they to do away with
that business and carrying trade merely
to gratify a few selfish individuals, who
thought a change in the fiscal policy of
the Government would be to their
interest? He wrote him (Mr. Trow)
that he had shut down his mill, as it was
utterly impossible to purchase enough
oats, within any reasonable distance, to
keep his mill at work. He found that it
would be better toremove his mill to the
other side of the line, which he contem-
plated doing, as he could thence ship
direct to Liverpool. It seemed to him
(Mr. Trow) very unreasonable that hon.
gentlemen opposite should strike thus at
the carrying trade, after the country had
spent millions to secure it, in improving
the canal and river navigation. When
these millions were expended, and the
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works almost ready to tap this western
trade, a check was suddenly put upon
the enterprise ; for no one could pretend
that we would now be able to compete
with American lines for the carrying
trade. Let hon. geutlemen remember
that, in obstructing the prosperity of the
Grand Trunk, Great Western and other
public thoroughfares, and debarring them
from the foreign carrying trade—and
consequently our freight charges would
be increased—they were also robbing the
widows and orphans of Great Britain,
who contributed towards their construe-
tion, thousands of whom had their capi-
tal invested in these great thoroughfares,
and were depending upon their dividends
for their means of support. It was not
supposed, during the late contest, even
by Conservatives, that the Government
would undertake any radical change in
the fiscal policy of this country. Some
supposed there would be some change,
but no one expected the sweeping
changes the Government proposed. We
had an illustration of the effects of Pro®
tection in the United States. It was
well-known that manufacturing rings
were formed in that country, which con-
trolled legislation to their own ends and
selfish purposes, and the result was that
a false stimulus was given manufactur-
ing industries, which tended to attract
the inhabitants from other avocations
into manufacturing enterprises. Hun-
dreds and thousands of young men were
attracted from the farms into towns and
cities, the result of which was over-pro-
duction, and wrought great ruin to the
country. The tariff of the United States
was pretty well-known. He would read
from a speech made by Mr. 8. 8. Cox,
in the United States Congress, which
would give an idea of how the farmer in
the United States enjoyed the benefit of
Protection :—

“ The farmer starting to his work has a shoe
put on his horse with nails taxed at 67
per cent., driven withra hammer taxed 54
cent., cuts a stick with a knife taxed 50 per
cent., hitches his horses to a plough taxed 50
per cent., with chains taxed 67 per cent. He
returns to his home at night and lays his
weary limbs on a sheet taxed 58 per cent., and
covers himself with a blanket that has paid a
tax of 250 per cent. He rises in the morning,
puts on his humble flannel shirt taxed 80 per
cent., his coat taxed 50 per cent., his shoes
taxed 35 per cent., and hat taxed 70 per cent,
opens family worship with a Bible taxed 35
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per cent, and kneels to his God on a carpet
taxed 250 per cent., sits down to take his
humble meal from a plate taxed 40 per cent.,
with a knife and fork taxed 35 per cent.;
drinks his cup of coffee with sugar taxed 7()
per cent., seasons his food with salt taxed 130
per cent,; pepper 297 per cent , and spice 397
per cent.; he looks around on bhis wife and
children all taxed in the same way, takes a
chew of tobacco taxed 100 per cent., and leans
back in his chair and thanks his stars thag. he
lives in the freest and best Government dnder
heaven.”

If taxation was a benefit, why not put
on more? Why not put 171 per cent.
on corn, instead of 7} per cent. If the
Americans were going to pay these
$2,000,000 of mcleased revenue, why
not make them pay $4,000, 000'1 Our
object was, according to the hon. Fi-
nance Minister’s statement, to make
money. If they had made millions out
of us, why not retaliate and endeavour to
get a few millions out of them? His
own impression was that the consumer
under almost all, and every circumstance,
would pay the duty wunder this tariff.
For illustration, he would mention a
gentleman in his Riding, a Conservative,
engaged in the milling business, and who
was in the habit of getting two car-loads
of corn each week, amounting to 600 or
700 bushels. That gentleman was
strongly in favour of Protection during
the last election. He stated now that
he had not the siightest conception, when
the tariff was increased on corn, that he
would have to pay the duty. He found
now that it made a difference of from
$50 to $60 per week on his transactions.
He now condemned the policy of ‘the
Administration, and if he had another
chance to vote, he would cheerfully vote
for him (Mr. Trow). In the United
States the result of the Protective policy
had been wide-spread ruin, and tens of
thousands of working-men were out of
employment. Canada suftered from this
state of things in the United States, in
the great number of tramps that, came
over to this country. Some hon. gentle-
men said the tramp nuisance was owing
to the indiscretion of our emigration
agents. It was nothing of the kind.
During the last five years not a single
emigrant had been induced to come out
here who was not able and willing to
work. He regretted exceedingly that
the hon, the Minister of Agriculture had
not ‘seen his way to Jo something this
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year to promote immigration. That hon.
gentlema.n had done much in years past
in this direction, and the Mennonite
settlement in Manitoba was a monument
to his efforts in this respect. Thousands
more of the same class were now anxious
to come from Southern Russia, if the
Government would do anything to en-
courage them. Tt was bad policy on the
part of the Government to put any
obstacle in the way of imuigration.
When he was urging upon the late
Government to be more liberal in emi-
gration matters, the hon. the Minister of
Agriculture was the only one of the then
Opposition that gave him any assistance
in his efforts. Now was the proper
time to attract emigrants to onr shores,
in order to fill up our fertile western
plains. Thousands of the best class of
settlers were anxious to leave Russia
now, on account of political troubles.

Other nations were endeavouring
to  attract emigration to  their
shores. Australia had over a

hundred emigration agents in the old
country. The Australian Government
gave emigrants $100 per head, while our
Government only gave them $5. He had
no doubt the tariff would stimulate manu-
facturing interests for a time, but its
ultimate results would be the same here
as in the United States. He believed
the Finance Minister had been so pest-
ered and troubled by the demands of the
manufacturers, that he had finally become
desperate, aud forgot all about the great
class of consumers in this country. We
found, already, in this country that many
branches of business were suffering from
home competition, and the new tariff
would only make matters worse. In
reference to the furniture business it was
hard on the poor man to make him pay
35 per cent. on his furniture, for the sake
of benefitting a few individuals. Very
little farniture was imported from the
United States, and there was no kind of
reason in putting on this duty.

Mr. PLUMB: How much do we
import, $200,000 worth ?

Mz. YROW asked the hon. gentleman
if he knew. That hon. gentleman pro-
fessed to be so well informed that he had
earned for himself the title of * general
purpose individual.” He was a jack-in-
the-box, who jumped up on all conceiv-
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able occasions, no matter what subject
wag under discussion. He (Mr. Trow)
regrett-d to see that the hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance had been driven to such
desperation by the manufacturers, that
he had overlooked his own Province.
Although that hon. gentleman had been
honoured with high positions in that
Province, he had apparently neglected its
interest, and placed heavy burdens on its
people, according to the testimony of
nearly all the members from that Pro-
vince. He (Mr. Trow) had intended to
give some figures with reference to the
imports and exports of the different
eereals, but that subject had already been
50 well treated that he would defer that
portion of his reraarks for another occa-
sion.

Mg. COUGHLIN said he would not
have spoken on this question were it not
that an attack had been made upon bis
constituency, North Middlesex. The
hon. member (Mr. Trow) who had just
taken his seat, had referred to the small
majority by which the last election was
earried in that Riding. But when he
(Mr. Coughlin) stated that he now repre.
sented a constituency that had been ac-
eustomed to give 800 majority to the
Reform party, this House would under-
stand the change that had taken place
in that Riding in favour of Protection.
This question bad been fully discussed in
the western part of Ouatario, and the
people understood what they were
voting for. Gentlemen on the op-
posite side of the THouse had
tried to make it appear that this tariff
meant Protection to the manufac-
turers, and heavier taxes to the farmers.
As a farmer, representing an agricultu-
ral constituency, he felt it to be his duty
to say that he believed this tariff wculd
benefit the agriculturists more than it
would the manufacturers. He (Mr.
Coughlin) thought he had got figures
before him, taken from last year’s returns
compiled under the late Mackenzie Ad-
ministration, which would prove it, and
would show the necessity that had existed
for agricultural protection. Fop instance,
we imported 302,147 bushels of barley,
value $137,243— American duty, at the
rate of 15c. per bushel, $45,322, was an
advantage to the American farmers, on
barley alone. According to the present
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proposed tariff the Canadian farm-
er would now erpjoy the same
protection He found that we im-

ported 2,162,229 bushels of cats of
the value of $651,441—American duty
at 10c. per bushel, $216,222 ; our farm-
ers will now be protected to an eqmal
extent. The amount of corn imported
was $7,387,607 bushels, at a value of
$3,535,619—American auty, $738,750;
under the Mackepziz tariff the daty on
this staple product of the soil was nil ;
while under the proposed tariff the duty
of 7%c. per bushel would produce a rev-
enue of $554,063, and would furnish so
much additional protection and encour-
agement to the farmers of Canads. He
would now call the attention of the
House to the question of wheat, on which
a good deal had been said. The impres-
sion on the other side of the House was
that we had exported more wheat than
we had imported. He wanted to tell the
House and country that such was not the
case, and he defied contradiction. We
imported $5,635,411 bushels of wheat,
at a value of $6,510,148—a 20 per cent.
duty on that, which was the American
duty, gave them $1,127,082 ; under the
proposed tariff, with a duty of 15e. «
bushel, the Canadian farmer will receive
$345,311, by way of protection on wheat
against his American rival. Then we
imported 146,823 bushels of rye, at a
value of $77,398-—American duty at 15c.
a bushel, $22,023 ; proposed duty at 10c.
a bushel, $14,682. Pease and beans,
imported, 9,589 bushels, at a value of
$18,729—American duty, $958; under
proposed tariff, $958. From this it will
be seen that the totsl importation of
grain was 15,643,706 bushels, of the
value of $10,630,578. The American
duty on that amount would be
$2,150,367 ; under the proposed tariff a
duty of $1,676,628 would be irnposed
on these grains, and our farmers
would receive a protection to that amount
against American grains, where the
Mackenzie tariff left them at the mercy
of the American farmers, who competed
with them on equal terms in our own
market, and, at the same time, enjoyed a
high degree of protection at home. Turn-
ing to the article of flour, about which
so much had been said, he (Mr. Coughlin)
found that we had last year imported
314,520 barrels, valued at $1,866,101.
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American duty, at 20 per cent., would
amount on this article to $373,220;
under our proposed taritf of 50c. per bar:
rel, the duty would be $157,260. Of
rye flour, we had imported 1,883 barrels,
valued at $8,655— American duty of 10
per cent., $865 ; proposed duty, at 50c.
per barrel, $941. Indian meal, imported,
226,850 barrels, of the value of $619,380,
on which 10 per cent. to American duty
would amount to $61,938, while the
proposed duty of 40c. a barrel would
amount to $90,742. Of oatmeal, we had
imported 2,949 barrels, of the value of
$22,226, on which the American duty
amounted to $2,949; this would be the

same under the new tariff. Of ground# only half that amount.

grains, flour, meal, etc., as would be seen
from the foregoing figures, we imported
546,202 barrels, of the wvalue of
$2,016,362, on which, under the Mac-
kenzie Government, there was mno
duty, though the American duty
was $438,972 ; the proposed tariff would
give us on ground grains, a protection of
$251,892. And now, coming to meats,
of which there is a large importation, we
find that of pork alone we imported last
year 10,245,020 pounds, at a value of
$640,6%6—the American duty of lc. per
pound, amounted to $102.480 ; the in-
creased duty,under this tariff was scarcely
worth noting, except forthe purposeof urg-
ing that it should be further increased. Of
hams and bacon, we impnrted 2,825,169
pounds, valued at $220,945—the Ameri-
can duty, at 2c. a pound, would be
$56,603, and our proposed duty the
same ; while the duty, under the Mac-
kenzie Administration, was only half
that amount. In regard to the article of
bezf, we bad imported 513,782 pounds,
valued at $31,792-—American duty of
lc. a pound $5,137, and proposed duty
the same. Lard, imported, 2,345,807
pounds, valued at $213,603—American
duty of 2¢. a pound, $46,916 ; proposed
duty the same, but only half that
amount under the late Government.
- We had imported mutton from the
Americans to the extent of 5,473 pounds,
of the value of $339—American duty,
854 ; proposed duty the same. The total
amount of meats imported from the Amer-
icans was 15,938,251 pounds, valued at
$1,107,375—A merican duty, $211,090;
- pro;osed Canadian duty, $211,090, and

under the late Government, $159,380.
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He (Mr. Coughlin) would now take up
the stock importations. We imported
1,587 horses, valued at $60.458— Ameri-
can daty, at 20 per cent., $12,091 ; pro-
posed Canadian duty, at the same rate,
$12,001 ; Mackenzie duty, at 10 per
cent, $6,045. Of cattle,we had imported
5,120 head, valued at $83,471—Ameri-
can duty, at 20 per cent., $16,691 ; new
Canadian duty the same ; under the Mac-
kenzie Administration the duty, at 10
per cent., would be $8,347. Of sheep,
we imported 10,506, of the value of
$20,444—American duty of 20 per cent.,
$4,083 ; new Canadian tariff the same ;
but under the Mackenzie Governinent
Of swine, we
had imported 14,704 head, valued
at $116,922— American duty, at 20 per
cent., $23,384; under our proposed
duty, $23,384; while under the late
Government only half that amount was
imposed. The total value of stock im-
ported was $2%1,295—the A merican duty
being $56,257 ; the propesed duty under
the new tariff, $56,257 ; under the late
Government the duty would be $28,128,
or only half the amount now proposed.
He (Mr.. Coughlin) thought that the
farmers had reason to congratulate them-
selves on the change of Government, and
on the realisation of the promises made
to them by the Conservative leaders dur-
ing the late political campaign. He found
that the total value of the grain, flour,
meal, pork, beef, animals, etc., imported
from the Americans during the preceding
year, to compete in our home market
with our Canadian farmers, amounted to
$14,835,610, upon which, before enter-
ing the American market, the Canadian
farmers would have to pay duty to the
amount of $2,856,686. Under the new
tariff our farmers would be protected to
the extent of $2,195,867, where, under
the late Administration, they only had a
protection of $187,608, while the late
Government gave the farmers a protec-
tion of a fraction over one per cent. The
propased duty would, on the foregoing
farm products, give about 15 per cent.
protection, the American protection
on the same amount'ng to about 18 per
cent. The farmers were now protected
by the present tariff about twelve times
more than they were under that of the
late Administration. Manufacturers had
twice the protection they had under the
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late Administration, and yet gentlemen
opposite said, “ this wasa Protection in
the interests of the manufacturers only. ”
He (Mr. Coughlin) thought the subject
had . been pretty well discussed,
both before and since the electiins, As
far as the western part of Ontario was
concerned, he was happy to say that they
were pretty well satisfied with this tariff.
There were several items he would like
to see changed. He would like to see
the duty on pork increased to two cents
a pound. That was the wish of his con-
stituents, and it was his wish. He
would also like to see a duty on wool.
There was a large amount of wool im-
ported into this country. He would
also like to draw the attention of the
Minister of Customs to the value of
stock imported into this country, and
the value of stock exported. He found
that, in regard. to horses, that the aver-
age value per head imported was $38,
and that the average value per head ex-
ported was $90 ; and cattle imported,
valued at $16 per head, while our ex-
ported cattle were valued at an average
of $38 per head. Knowing practically
something of the value of the stock im-
ported, he (Mr. Coughlin) believed that
they were entered for Customs duty at
less than one-half their actual value, and
he was of opinion that the same scale of
valuation bhad been practised upon many
of our other imports. He thought there
was something wrong here, and he
begged to again call the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Customs to the fact.
Taking the tariff as a whole, he (Mr.
Coughlin) felt that the people of the
country, especially the practical farmers,
bhad reason to congratulate them-
selves on the change of Government.
‘While desirous that increased duties
should have beer imposed on pork and
wool, to which he had just referred, he
(Mr. Coughlin) intended to support the
tariff as a whole, in the hope that the
Finance Minister would see his way,next
year,to give further encouragement to the
farmers in this respect, and felt that he
was discharging his duty to the intelli-
gent electors who had honoured him with
their confidence, by endorsing the Na-
tional Policy.

Mge. GUNN said the hon. member for
Cardwell (Mr. White) had alluded to the
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China trade, and congratulated the House
on the service that cry had rendered
gentlemen opposite. He regretted that
he could not congratulate the merchants
in that trade, as they suffered heavy
losses. Tea costing 40c. and 50c. had to
be sold at 25c. and 30c., leaving losses of
40 per cent. It was an unfair ecry
raised against the late Government that
the differential duty of 10 per cent.
against tea imported from the United
States would have protected direct im-
portations from loss. Not only in Canada
but in England and the United States
immense losses were made. The largest
and oldest firms there, as well as in the
East, in the China trade, had to succumb
during the last four years. It was well
known that the losses had been enor-
mwous. Wealthy bankers and merchants
of long standing had lost all they pos-
sessed in the trade. The only people
who could be congratulated upon the
results of the China trade were the con-
sumers of this country ; they had teen
benefitted by getting cheap tea. Can-
ada’s proportion of the whole tea trade
was not more than about 4 per cent.—a
very small fraction indeed. London
headed the list, and New York came
second. These markets very largely
supplied the tea used in this country,
and often at a less rate even than it
could be purchased in China. His hon.
friend from Cardwell (Mr. White) had said
he received a letter from a gentleman in
New York, who had gone there because
the late Government bad cancelled the
ten per cent. differential duty. He (Mr.
Guun) could tell that hon. gentleman
that the 10 per cent. duty was not the
cause of his correspondent’s leaving for
New York, but it was because he
imported too largely, and brought disas-
ter upon himself, and was forced to seek
new fields for his labour. If that faot
was not known to the hon. gentleman,
it ought to have been known to him be-
fore he came to this House with such in-
formation as he gave. He (Mr. Gunn)
maintained that no Government conld
have averted the distress that had over-
taken the commercial world, as that was
impossible, and he very much feared that
the policy of the present Administration
would have very bad effects. The taxa-
tion that the people had already to besr
was as heavy as they could stand, and
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yet the hon. the Finance Minister had
thought proper to impdse additional tax-
ation almost equal to a war tax.

An Ho~x. GENTLEMAN :
war tax.

Mr. GUNN sgaid it was equal toa
war tax on the people beyo.id any doubt.
Sugar, one of the most important articles
in our trade, was proposed to be sub-
jected to a most enormous Protective
duty. During fifteen years prior to
Confederation, we had no less thap
nine different tariffs, a tariff for nearly
every year and a half. They all knew
how distressing it was to everybody to
have thesz coatinual changes in the
tariff. During the lust eleven years
they had a permanent tariff, as far as
sugar was concerned, with the exception
of 1875, when a quarter of a cent a
pound was deducted off refining gredes,
and one quarter of acent was a large
protection to the refiners. Taking into
account the then consumption, it was
equal to $250,000. Surely that was
sufficient protection for any industry.
Prior to 1868, the refiners had a mono-
poly of this trade, and it had given great
dissatisfaction throughout the country
That dissatistaction became so great that,
when the House met in 1363, it was
considered of sufficient importance to re-
ceive the serious attention of the Guv-
ernment, and he believed prominent
men engaged in the trade were called
upon by the then Administration, and
consulted. He (Mr. Gunn) was not in
the country at the time, but understood
the question was considered with a good
deal of care and thought ; they found the
existing tariff too one-sided, it was all in
favour of the refiner, and against the
consumer, and against the importers.
After a good deal of discussion, an
arrangement of the tariff was effucted,
which was supposed to be satisfactory to
the refiners and to the importers. It
was  considered the fairest settlement
that coald be arrived at. The tariff, as
then readjusted, lasted seven years, anl
gave satisfaction to everybody, as far
a3 he could wunderstand. In 13875,
the refiners insisted oo getting move
Protection, and the resalt was the i impo-
sition of the additional one-quarter of a
cent per pound he had already men-
tioned. The trade in 1868 was only
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57,000,000 pounds of sugar, with
9,000,000 pounds cane juice, on which a
daty of $1,230,000 was paid ; but last
year it rose to 109,000,000 pounds, with
a duty of $2,600,000, which showed that

| the trade bhad nearly doubled in eleven

years, under a permgnent tariff. He
believed that the tariff under the late
Government, with all its faults, if left
alone, would yield sufficient wmeauns for
the requirements of the country. He
thought it wus a most serious thing to
interfere with a tariff that had doubled
the sugar trade in eleven years. The
effsct of that tariff had be2en, not
only to double the quantity of sugar
brought into the country, bui to double
the revenue besides, and the people
had been suppliedl with cheaper and
purer sugar than ever before. Any
head of a family, or any housekeeper in
the country, could tell the Houss that
they never had cheaper or better sugar
than when the late tariff was in opsra-
tion. The hon. member for Cardwell
(Mr. White) said that less sugar was
usad than was consumed during that
year the refinery closed. It wasin 1876
when 114,000,000 pounds were entered,
with a duty of $2,250,000. Thre differ.
ence was owing to the lower grade that
came that year, with a lower duty, against
the higher grades that came last year, as

"the 109,000,000 pounds of 1878 was

equivalent in saccharine to more weight
than ths 114,000,009 pounds of 1376,
and paid $320,000 more duty. So far he
had given figures in round numbers, but
he would now state actual figures taken
from the Trade an{ Navigation tables for
thetwoyears: 1876, quantity 114,051,176,
daty, $2.217,873; 1373, qmantity,
103,951,920,duty 2,567,803. This showed
that the higher grades paid more duty
than the lower grades. Tuae hon. mem-
ber for Cardwell told the House, by
reading an extract from Wells, and he
(Mr. Gunn) believed he way correct,
that it would cost a cent per pound to
refine sugar ; and on that cent the duty
had to be paid on the refined article com-
ing intothe country. This duty, under the
late turiff, averagad 45 percent.. equal to
45¢. per 100 pounds. There was suvely
alone protection enough, amounting to,
on last year's imporwations, $491,500, ab
the rate under the late tariff. low many
business men in the country would be
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glad to get one-tenth of that pro-
tection? Why should any one firm try
to get so wuch protection on an
item of so much necessity to the people?
Sugar was indispensable, and must be had
by every family, rich or poor. The right
hon. leader of the Government said “he
was in favour of fr#e sugar, ani he (Mr.
Gunn) had always hoped to see it free, but
it could not come in trez so lonz as it was
necessary to assist:in raising revenu:
from it ; but if snzar had to be taxed it
should bz taxed equitably, so as to draw,
if possible, evecy cent of the duty into
the Treasury ; it shoull not be taxel to
divert that tax, or any part of it, into
the hands of a few refiners at a loss to
the taxpayers. It really requirel very
few men to refine the whole quantity re-
quired. The hon. m3mber for Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) had given statistics from ali
parts of the worll in referencs to the ro-
fining of sugar, and has shown that 2569
men, with new and improved machinery,
would be sufizient to refiae a tull supply
for this Dominion. The hizhest esti-
mate he had before was 500 men. There
was 10 time lost in producing th2 rafined
from the raw. It could be brought
in to-day and within another diy or two
it was ready for markat. It did not Jock
up cwital like other industries that
employed so miny more man.  Take the
tanner, waiting six months bzfore he
could get returns from his hides. an1 then
a long credit on his leather. He had no
objection to a small protestion—if trey
niust protect the refiner, say 2% per cent.
—and many firms doiny a large business
would be satisiad with that. As the
tariff was proposed o1 sugar now, it ap-
peared dittisult to tell what protec-
tion was given ; but, taking the esui-
mate of thz hon. the Finance Minister
at 120,000,000lb. on low grade sugars
for the coming year's cousumption, and
he did not think it would be any less, that
quantity, at the present, free on board,
value of raw, woull pay only $1,560,000
duty. This tariff appeared to be framed
so as to give the whoule benefic t» the
refiners, and a loss of over $1,000,000 to
the revenue, compired with the yield
from the old tariff, at a lower rate of
daty, and estimating by the new tariff
only 105,000,0001b. of high grads sugar
at cnrrent prices of white and bright

yellow, the duty would amount
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$2.693,250, while, as already stated,
120, 0\)) 0001b. of eaw woull yield a less
revenue by $1,133,250. He had the
fignres to prove these statements to any
person who desired to look into this
matter. While the raw paid duty on
this basis of 40 per cent, refined paid
a duty of 57 per cent. This certainly
showed too much protection on an article
like that. The duty on raw was for ud
v dorem 30 per cent., bat, after dedu-ting
the charges and pa.cka.ws it bscame re-
ducd to 25 per cent., with }c. per pound
on No. 9, which mads it equal to 40
per ceat. Then the tariff of 1363 was
continued under the financial adminis-
tration of Sir John Rose, then of Sir
Francis Hin ks, of Mr. Tilley, the pres-
ent Finance Minister,anl Mr. Cartwright,
the late Finanes Minister. If thare had
been a good reashn for changing that
tariff, they would have done so. Why
was it changel now? The Government
shoulld take information from whom
they could get it. They could get
the best informatipn from recorls in
Washington, Long()m, and cities on
tha  -continent of  Kurope. The
Buitish Government were not afrdid
t3 take advice.  They were so annoyed
anlparplexed by refiners’stwbsmaats aboub
sugur, that to put themselves right they
dacided £y test the question by charter-
ig a refinery away fron the country
altogethyr, worked this refinery, and
practisad in it until they HHrand oat what
th=y were doing.  Wav shouil not our
Goveram:nt mke enguiry before they
arvivel at ¢onclusions that must lewd to
disastrous results to our revenu= and vur
tixpaying people. The whole ecry
seemed to be about tea a.d sugar, to the
neglect of the more extensive portion
of our commerce.  Ninety-two p2r cént.
of our commerce, inport and export, was
with Great Britain and the Uaited
States, and our tariff wasto be arranged
largely against those countries. ~What
would bs the resuls if they turned round
and said : «“ Here, you are dlSu!‘lmluAtlﬂg
aﬂ'a.lrst us ” 1 What wounld the hon. mem-

bsr for Fronsenac say, and hou. members
from adjoining counties round the Bay of
Quinté say to their cozstituents, if any-
thing happenel to their buley trade
with the United States? This trade,
with them, was one of graat imprtance.

to | They had, from this item alone, received,
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every fall, large sums of money. and it
has been a near by, and by far their best
market. He weuld not detain the
House longer, but wounld simply reiterate
his protest against the adoption of the
injarious policy proposed by the Guvern-

"ment.

Mr. DREW moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
bhe hoped that to-morrow mnight they
would be able to go into Committee of
Ways und Means. Opportunity had
been given, and properly given, to hon.
members to express their views, but this
was the sixth or seventh day of the
debate, and. to prevent an ahsolute ob-
struction of the Government business,
and prevent the Session going into the
summer, they must draw the debate to a
close.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.

Mr. TILLEY moved that the said
debute be the tirst Order of the Day, im-
mediately after routine business, at the
next sitting ot the House.

Motion agreud to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills -were severally
introduced and read the first tims :—

Bill (No 17) To make the first day of July
apublic holidey Dy the name of Dominion
Day.—(Mr, Cockburn, West Northumber-
land.)

Bill (No. 78) To amend the Act incorporat-
ing the Ottawa Loan and Investment Company
and to change the name to «'I'ne Manitoba
and North-West Loan Company, limited.”—
(Mr. Kirkpatrick. )

PRIVATE BILLS.
BENATE AMENDMENTS AGREED TO.

The amendments made by the Senate
to ~the “folloving Bill, were read the
second time and agreed to —

Bill (No 24) Toamend the Act incorporat-
ing the Kingston and Pembroke Railway Com-
pany.—(Mr. Kirkpatrick.)

House adjourned at
- Twenty minutes past
Twelve o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Wednesday, 9th April, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRrAYERS.

* WAYS AND MEANS —THE TARIFF.
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

House resumed the adjourned debate
on Mr. Tilley’s proposed motion to agree
to resolautions 1elative to duties of Cus-
toms and Excise, reported from Com-
mittee of Ways and Means (March
14th), and Mr. Mackenzie’s proposed
motion in amendment thereto (April
4th.)

Mg. DREW said that at this late stage
of the debate, he rose simply to put on
record his reasens for sapporting the
tariff before the House. He had always
heen a Protectionist. This question had
been for many years before the country,
and he had always been on the side of
those who advocated a National or Pro-
tective policy. Holding snch views, he
was astonished when he beard it stated
in the House that the electors did not
understand this question. when called
upon to vote on the 17th September lust.
He thought that if there ever was a ques-
tion whichk the people understood per-
fectly, it was the present. He was will-
ing to give credit to the gentlemen on
the Opposition benches for not having
attempted to sail under false colours, so
far as this question was concerned ; they

d taken the side of Free-trade clearly

d distinetly, as the Conservatives did

at of Protection. Holding, as he did,
that the real question before the country
it the last election was that of Free-trade
oc Protection, and that the people by
their votes, dewnanded Protection, all
that they had to do in this House was to
consider whether this tariff was the car-
rying out of the pledge given the people
when their votes were being solicited.
He believed it was a complete fulfilment
of that promise, and thet he could go
back to his constituents and test their
opinion of it, safely, although the lon.
member -for North Weatworth (Mr.
Bain), pointing to the Ministerial side,
had asked what  gentleman fre.n Untario
could go to his constituents and support
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the tarif. He could reP]y that | considerable dissatisfaction existed in some
entlemen on his side were per- branches of trade, but he was confident that,

%,‘ﬂ' epared  to " ‘lb)hi as soon as the novelty wore off, that that
estly  prepare suppor S | would, to a certain extent, ceave. With res—

Protective policy before their constitu-
ents, and he thought they could throw
out this challenge to the hon. gentlemen
on the Opposition side.  In the coarse
of a very short time there would le an
appeal to the electors of Ontario, and her
would like those gentlemen to make the
question for the electors, Free-trade or
Protection.  But they would hear, on
that occasion, no doubt, from hon. gentle-
men opposite, that those were not the
questions to submit—that Ontario had
nothing to do with the trade policy of
the country.  The member for Sonth
Wellington (Mr. Guthrie) had told them.
in a very decided tone, and with violent
gesticulation, that this was not the turiff
policy the country had been led to
expect, and in support of that statement
he read a letter from a carriage manu-
facturer in Guelph (Mr. Chase). DBut it
was strange that from that city where,
for its population, there were more manu-
factories and, as he supposed, as much
wealth engaged in manufacturing, as in
any other city or town in Canada, that
he could produce but one letter from
that city in that sense. In answer to his
hon. friend he would read the opinions of
some parties in Guelph, showing that
the people were perfectly satistied with
the tariff ; and if he should misrepresent
their views, that hon. gentleman, now in
Guelph, could correct him on his return.
As it was in a county from which he (Mr.
Drew) hailed himself, he thought that
he had « right to refer to the names of
the gentlemen in question. He would
just refer to Mr. J. B. Armstrong, Presi-
dent of the Guelph Carriage Goods
Company, whose manufactory turns
out over $100,000 worth of steel and
iron cariiage hardware per year.  That
gentleman said:

« That the effect of the new tariff on the la-
bour market wes somewhat prospective. In hixs
opinjon, the tariff would raise up more manu-
facturing establishments, and, therefore, more
labour would have to be employed. If there
was an increased demand for the goods of the
manufactures now in existence in Canada.
wages would undoubtedly rise. But he was
inglined to think that the real effect of the
tariff would not be felt for two or three years,
and then it would undoubtedly 1esult in fos-
tering Canadian industries, He believed that

MER. DrEw.

pect to their own business, he said they were
now making goods heretofore manufactured
exclusively in the United Statas, and he had
no doubt that this would continue, and that
these guods would hereafter be made in Can-
ada Ly themselves or some one else.  Since
the tariff had been brought down, they had
been running night and day, and had about
fifiy hands constautly employed. Their pre-
scnt prospects for immediate trade would
keep up this satisfactory condition of affairs
for at least three mouths., And, in the ordi-
nary course of business, the demand might
continue at this rate for the entire year.
With respect te the price paid by consuniers

ot their goods, his impression was that
the goods would not in three years be
more costly than they are at present. He

was satisticd that Mr, ‘I'illey had striven to do
his duty to every interest.”

This certainly did not show that dissatis-
faction existed in Guelph. Again, he
would read what Mr. Wm. Bell, who
hud excellent facilities for turning out
1,200 to 1,600. organs yearly, said. 1t
was thac :

« Although some of the raw material ueed
in their manufactures was affected somewhat
by the new tariff, they were in a much better
condition now to compete with any Amecrican
manufacturer than they were during the
continuance of the 174 per cent. taritf. The
new tariff would, prevent the slaughtering
they had felt for years, and, in fact, their in-
creased foreign trade was pushing them very
much in fulfilling home orders. The tariff
was certainly in ‘the right direction, and as far
as a man could be expected to do, Mr. Tilley
had dealt as fairly as was possible with respect
to all the industries of the country. He was
particularly well pleased that the Govern-
ment bad given Canadian manpfacturers a
drawback on foreign orders, equal to the
amount of duty paid on raw material used in
their goods. He was of opinion that the
tariff would bring general prosperity, and that
all men in Canada were infinitcly better off
than under the reign of the one-sided Free-
trade tariff of the Mackenzie-Cartwright Ad-
ministration. He belicved that the new taniff
would bring in its wake abuudant labour.
Instead of men working only eight and a-half
hours per day, they would be ¢nabled to work
profitably for ten hours each day. So far as
he could ascertain, there was a more confident.
feeling in business circles.” !
Then came Mr. Jobn Anderson, of
Messrs. McCrae & (o., woollen manufac-
turers, who were strong Reformers. Their
objection was this : they anticipated they
would get an increased market in time,
but thought that the tariff would raise up
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80 many woollen manufactories as to cre-
ate unfair competition, and cut down
prices below a living profit ; that the
building up of manufactures at home
would create such a cumpetition as to
keep down prices was one of the things
promised the people as the result of Pro-
tection. Then, Mr. Andrew Tolton, of
the firm of Tolton Bros., who, last year,
manufactured harvesters ploughs, ete., to
the extent of from $12,000 to $15,000,
said :

“That eventually the new tariff would affect

them in the fostering of their industry. He be-
lieved, ton, that it would result in a general
encouragement of Canadian manufactures, and
put a stop to the importation of Yankee-made
machines and ploughs. They would not raise
the price to faimers. as they would have an in-
creased home market, and, consequently could
afford to sell as low, if not lower, than present
prices. He was strongly of opinion that
wages would rise, and that more labour would
be employed. As far as his firm was concerned
they had already added plough-making to
their menufactures, and anticipated going into
other new branches of agricultural implement
making.”
Mr. Stewart, a manufacturer of sashes,
doors, blinds, etc., found fault with the
tariff, as he kept a number of horses,
and complained that it would raise the
price of oats, but hon. gentleinen opposite
held a theory in opposition to this, and
contended that the price ot oats would
not be advanced, and that farmers would.
receive no benetit. He (Mr Drew) then
referred to Mr. George Sleeman, Reeve
-of Guelph, and proprietor ot the Silver
Creek Brewery, who believed the changes
‘would be favourable to his business. Mr.
Sleeman was of the opinion that the rise
which had alveady taken place in grain,
was due to the protection afforded cereals
by the tariff, and was thoroughly satisfied
with it. Mr. Wilkie, of Wilkie & Osborne,
sewing machine manufacturers, said :

“We believe that the tariff will be very
beneficial to us in our business—directly and
indirectly. The extra duty on raw materials
will-make very little differencein the corst, and
a8 the greater part of the value of the finixhed
machine is in labour, the extra duty will be
perceptible. The larger home market, with-
out the unfair competition w'th foreign
manufacturers, will enable us to do a
larger and more legitimate business, con-
seqaently more profitable, on account of
which we anticipate being able to seil
at least at as low prices, and pay as good
‘wages, a8 We have ever hitherto done. We
will be benefitted under the new tariff arrange-

1
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ment in our export trade, as under the old
tariff we had to pay duty on raw materials,
putlabour on them here, and got no drawback
when exporting the finished articles, Now
we will, under the drawback system, have raw
materials for the export trade duty free, conse-
quently putting us in a better position to com-
pete in foreign markets.”

Messrs. Burr & Skinner, furniture ma-
nuf cturers, spoke highly of the changes,
and stated that workingmen would now
get a stealy year's work, whereas, under
the old tariff’ they only got about eight
months’ work out of the twelve. He
quoted the opinion of Mr. James Wiley,
of Worsfold & Wiley, furniture dealers,
who was also favorable to the new tariff,
and said that he recognised a more con-
fident feeling in business circles than
that which prevailed before the Budget
speech was made. Mr. McConnell, of
McConnell & Thornton, carriage-build-
ers, said:

#The tariff will assist us in building up a
larger home market. They had already in-
creased their export trade, and this week
shipped to Australia. He was confident that
wages would in due time 1ise; there could bee
no question about it He considered " the
tariff would Lenefit every man in (‘anada,as
confidence had been restored in business.
Prices to the consumer would not raise per-
ceptibly .”

Tbe hon. member for South Wellington
had quoted the opinion of Mr. Chase,
but 1his was contradicted by the opin-
ions of Mr. Armstrong and Mr. McCon-
nell, the two largest cairriage-manufac-
turers in Guelph. Then came Mr. John
Hogg, of the firm of John Hogg & Son,
Mr. Hogg was a member of the Guelph
Lumber Co., of which also th2 member
for South Wellington was a member.
That hon. gentleman, speaking on this
question, lately, wished to know what
advantage was given the lumbermen in
return for the alleged higher taxes on
him, though aware that, a.ter the tariff
was announced, the firm of which he was
president had received an order to ship
6,000,000 feet of lumber to Manitoba,
which Province formerly procured it
from the Western States. Mr. Hogg
said : .

« The new tariff would be of general bene-
fit for at least six years, but after that he
thought the increase of manufacturers would
result in over-production. The bringing
down of this new tariff had resulted in in-
creased public confidence, and, however it



1126 Ways and Means.

turned out in the end, it could not be worse
than the condition of business before the tariff
was brought down. He had a stock in store
worth $33,000, which he would sell at the old
prices.and by the time this and other mer-
chants' stocks required replenishing, our own
manufacturers would be able to supply us.
He was of opinion that pcople would be wise
if they did not push forward in manufacturing
at too great a rate.”

It would take too much time to read the
published opinon of all the Guelph busi-
ness men, and he would simply state that
the following gentlemen expeessed them-
selves as satisfied with the tariff : Messrs.
E. Radford, of J. D. Williamson & Co.;
Thowas A. Hefferman, of Hefferman &
Co.; John A. Wood; J. Hallett, of
dackson & Halleti; J. E. McElderry;
Hugh Walker; John Horsman; J. M.
Bond ; James A. Thorp; A. B. Petrie;
J. H. Moore, of Herod & Co.; W. H.
Marcon, and George Lecs. These were
the names of leading business men of the
flourishing city of Guelph, some of whom
were still Reformers ; but, notwithstand-
ing their politics, they were in favour of
, the tariff. He merely mentioned th-ir
names in reply to the remaiks of the hon.
member for South Wellington, who
would be in his place to notice them if he
desired, before the tariff was disposed of.
From all the information that he (Mr.
Drew) had received from his Riding, and
the surrounding section, he believed that
this tariff was acceptable to the people,
and was all that the iuhabitants of
of the other sections looked for, which
lefs him no other course thanto support
it. The next question to consider was -
was the tariff framed in the way to give
the farmers the Protection they expected?
He represented a farming constituency,
and believed the tarift’ afforded ample
protection to the farmers, as well as the
manufacturers. At all events, both
classes, and the members representing
them, in his (Mr. Drew’s) section had ex-
pressed themselves satisfied with it, as he
also was, with the figures as they
stapd. But there was one thing he was
not 80 well satisfied with, and he wished
to call uttention toit. If the tariff, as it
stood, was cairied out, and the farmers
got the protection they were led to ex-
pect. it would be an advantage to them.
There was a duty of 15c. a bushel on
wheat, but this cereal would be allowed,
a8 be underatood, to enter Canada from
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the States in bond, in the interest of
the wmiller, who might thus brirg in
10,000 or 20,000 bushels, on giving his
bond that he would pay the duty, unless
he showed to the satisfaction of the Cus-
toms Department, that he had shipped
out of the country flour or wheat corres-
ponding with that quantity. If the flour
that he shipped out of the country was
the product of that wheat, or the wheat.
he sbipped was the identical grain, then
the farmers would have the protection
they expected. But if the millers were
allowed to bring in 20,000, 50,000,
or 100,000 bushels of wheat, grind

and wuse it in the country, and
send out Canadian wheat or flour
made from Canadian wheat, then

he maintained the tariff would not pro-
tect the Canadian farmer. Represent-
ing, as he did, a farming constituenzy,
and advocating Protection as he had
done, he must put on record his views in.
reference to this binding system. In
answer, 1t might be said they could not
shackle the millers; that if they did, a
certain number must close up their
establishmentwss. All he could say was
this: If it was necessary to close up
some of the mills in order to give the
farmers the protection promised them,
let them close them. It was better a
few should be closed than the far-
mers injured. He then came to the Sth
resolu‘ion, which empowered the Govern-
ment to admit into the country, duty
free, from the United States, articles
now paying Juty, on being satisfied the
same articles were admitted free into the
States from Canada. He had no ohjeo-
tion to that resolution ; but:he wished
to mention that, if the Americans threw
the duty off corp, from C(anada, an
atricle we did not export, the Govern-
ment might have to say, under the tariff,
at present, that they would admit corn
fres from the United States, which
would give the Americans all the advan-
tage. But he believed that the Canadian
Government would exercise careful watch
over this matter, and would see that, in
admitting articles into Canada free, there
was a corresponding - advantage to the
Canadian farmer and producer. Having
thus given his reasons for supporting
the tariff, and stated wherein he feared
difficulties would arise, he would no
longer occupy the time of the House.
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When the tariff came to be considered in
detail, he might have some. further re-
marks to wake. He would, in cozclu-
sion, again urge upon the Government
the necessity of giving their serious
sttention to the bonding system, as he
was satisfied it was one which very
deeply interested the farming commu-
nity.

Mr. ARKELL said he did not intend
to maks any lengthy remarks on the
tariff question, as he was satisfied the
members of the House were all anxious
to see the debate closed, and the business
of the Session expedited. The supporters
of the financial policy of the Government
were. ioreover, anxious to return to
their oconstituencies to receive the ova-
tions awaiting them, on their return
home. He believed the hon. gentlemen
of the Opposition would prefer o remain
here two or three months longer, until
the excitement on this great question had
settled down in the minds of the people.
He regretted the hon. member trom
Waest Elgin (Mr. Casey) was not now in
his reat, as he took a particular interest
in that gentleman who represented the
other half of his county. In a speech
made the other day, he made use of this
expression :

« ¥t was rather unfortunate for everybody
eoncerned that the late Government should

have come intu office in the face of the fican-
sial storm, which was long forcseen.”

Now, he must say that he agreed with
the hon. gentleman. 1t was a very un-
fortunate day for the country when they
came into power. Our Cunada Pacific
Railway would, to-day, have been in a
fair way of progress had it not been for
those gent'emen who were now in Oppo-
@ition. He was inclined to think his
hon. friend from West Elgin had
become s Protectionist, as he ob-
gerved that he stated in his speech
that the furmers were not protvected
under this tariff. He (Mr. Arkell)
might say that be believed the farmers
had not got sufficient Protection.  He
would like to have seen a duty on corn
of 10c. a bushel. and $+ duty on every
barrel of pork brought into this country,
because he was sutisfied we could raise
all the corn and pork we required, and a
large quantity for export. His hon.
friend from West Elgin said that he was
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afraid that, under this tariff, we should
raise up a shoddy aristocracy in this
country. He (Mr. Avkell) would only
say that, under this tariff, we should
kvep out one kind of shoddy at any rate,
which had been imported into this
country from ‘England in the past—that
is the shoddy cloth. If, as the hon.
gentleman had stated, no one else in this
country would make money under this
tariff but the manufacturers, it would
not be an unmixed evil, for he was satis-
fied that the more monied aristocracy we
had in the country the better, provided
they made a proper use of their money.
The hon. gentleman had said that the
farmers were not protected ; the pro-
mises made to them had not been ful-
filled. He (Mr. Arkell) believed, how-
ever, that, under this tariff, their inter-
ests had been pretty well looked after ;
that they were very well satisfied with
it. He was receiving, daily, letters from
the farmers in both Ridings of Elgin,
who, with scarcely an exception, expressed
themselves perfectly satisfied. - The
hon gentleman from West Elgin (Mr.
Casey) speaking of the duty on wmalt,
said the Government had reduced it to
lc. per pound, instead of 2c. If there
was anything in the legislation of the
late Government he condemned, it was
raising the duty on malt@2c. per pound.
Oune bushel of barley would make 36 Ibs.
of malt. In his part of the country they
used to get 7t¢. to T5c. per bushel for
barley, but when the Government raised
the duty on malt to 2c., they collected

2¢. duty on every bushel of barley the
farmer raised, and the farmer was only
getting from 45c. to 50c. per Lushel for
his barley, before being malted. That
was the kind of protection the late Gov-
ernment gave to the farmers of this
country. He wounld rather see the malt
duty abolished and the American plan
adopted of placing the duty on beer, as
it could be much more easily collected
than when placed on malt. He knew
the brewers of this country were subject

to & great deal of inconvenience
from the action of the excise
officers. In the town where he re-

sided, there were two breweries, and the
brewers were constantly complaining of
the inconvenience to which they were
pnby the rules of the excise officers.
THS hon. member (Mr. Casey) said that
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the oatmeal mills were not considered,
but he believed they were in as good a
condition now as before. Under the
bonding system they would be
-allowed to import all the oats they
required. They were given, he believed,
-a period of four months, during which
they would not have to pay one dollar
into the revenue. All that they would
have to do was to give a bond for all the
oats thev imported into the D minion of
Canada, and if the oatmeal was exported
within four months the bond would be
cancelled. It was the same with wneat.
In reference to corn, he would like to
have seen the duty raised to 10c. They
had a territory in hissection of thousands
of acres, where just as gond corn could
be raised as in the United States. A
few days ago he received » letter from a
gentleman in Bast Elgin, stating that the
farmers under Protection were going to
plant a large quantity of corn this spring,
as they were satisfied it would be re-
munerative. There was no duty on wool.
He would like the Finance Minister to
put a small duty on wool, but at the
same time he must say that the duty on
coarse wool would not interfere with the
wool we raised in this country. The
only wools we impor ed were fine wools,
which we could not raise. He was
curious to seeﬂ:e hon. gentleman fromn
West Elgin r®brd his vote on this ques-
tion, because if he voted in favor of this
tariff he would then represent the other
half of the county, which he (Mr.
Acrkell) represented, but if he voted
against it, he would not represent the
views of the electors of West Elgin. The
hon. gentleman complained that profes-
sional men were not protected. He had
no doubt but they required Protection.
He supposed medical men were a neces-

sary evil in this country, and
a8 to the legal profession, he
thought that if the Jawyers would
take Horace Greely’s advice and

go west, it would be all the better for the
interests of this country. The hon. gen-
tieman from South Brant (Mr. Paterson)
said the farmevrs were promised a duty
to raise the prices of their products. He

. did not think any mewber of this House, |

in addiessing his constituents, ever
dwelt much on that point, although they
may have been told that Protection
would secure to them the home maifift.
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The hon. member for South Brant asked
if we would dare to go to the country
with this tariff, or with this “ thing,” a8
he called it, holding it up. He thought
that if the hon. member for South Brant
went to his constituents, the chances
were that he would not come hack here
for five years. He (Mr. Arkell) was
satisfied we should not go back to our
constituents, and that the people of this
country had perfect confidence in the
present Government. Hon. gentlemnen
opposite had told us that this tariff would
cause an aliepation between us and the
Mother Country. He hoped this was
not true, as there was something more
than dollars and cents binding Canada to
Great Britain. He believed that if this
country progressed, as he expacted it
would under this tariff, increasing in
population and wealth, the volume of
trade with the Mother Country would
increage in proportion. It had also been
stated that this tariff would produce bad
feelings with the United States. DBut
the United States had been prospering
for years under a similar taritf, and he
was satisfied that the intelligent part of
the American community would admit
that in following their example we had
acted wisely. It had been advanced
by Lon. gentlemen opposite that
our manufacturers would ruin each
other by competition ; others advanced
that, under the new tariff, conswumers
would have to pay higher prices for
manufactured goods.  He could not see
how those hon. gentlemen could recon-
cile these opposite statements. He was
afraid they did not take very good care
to have their speeches correspond with
each other. Qur farmers were fully
entitled to the home market. Under
this tariff this market would be secured
to them, and they would still have a
surplus for exportation to other countries.
He was satisfied our manufacturers would
producs nearly everything we needed,and
anything they could not manufacture it
should he the policy of the Government
to admit under as low a duty as possible.
It would also increase tae population of
the country. For the last ten years the
population had not increased much, and
most of the people who came here
from other countries very soon went 40
the Western States. DBut under thenew
policy the mechanics, the artisans and
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the laboaring classes would find employ-
ment in this country, and remain here.
Anmother advantage would be the build-
ing up of an intercolonial trade between
Eastern and Western Provinces, and
thus tend to promote a feeling of unity.
It was stated hy the hon. memher for
North Norfolk that the balance of trade
being in favour of the nation, was an
evidencz of distress, and that when the
balance was against the nation, it was an
evidence of prosperity.  Now, they had
had a balance of trade against them

for years, ever since the late
Government came into power. He
wonld like to ask the  hon.

gentleman how he could reconcile that
statement? We had no prosperity in
this country. For the last five years
everything had been in a depressed con-
dition. The farmers had been complain-
ing of the disadvantages under which
they lahoured, and, he maintained, the
fact that they had a balance of trade
against them was an evidence of poverty.
It was an evidence they were labouring
under great disadvantages. It was all
very well for hon. gentlemen to talk
about Great Britain. He supposed she
was the only country in the world that
anderstood Free-trade, and he believed,
from the reaction which had taken place
there within the last few years, that they
would probably see a Protective policy
established yet in that country. The
hon. member had spoken of him asa
Protectionist. #le might say that he
had been a Protectionist for years, and,
in conversation with the people of his
Riding, and with people wherever he hcd
met them, he had heard this National
Policy brought forward, and, on all occa-
sions, the farmers complained of the in-
justice done to them. The manufac-
turers also complained of the injustice
"that was done to them. On the 17th
September a verdict upon the subject
was given by the people. It had been
stated that the right hon. the leader of the
Government had started this question for
political purposes. He was willing to
concede that the right hon. gentleman
did advance this as part of the platform,
because the people of this country had
made up their minds that a change must
take place, and that chunge was in favour
of a Protective policy. The hon. mem-
ber for South Perth (Mr. Trow), the
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night previonsly, made a non-Protective
speech, in which he wound up by refer-
ring to emigration. He gave the hon.
gentleman credit for taking a very active
interest in furthering the scheme. He
believed he had been chairman of the
Emigration Committee. He (Mr Arkell)
maintained that if there was one single
act of the late Government which should
be condemned, it was its emigration policy.
He found that nearly $1,200.000 had
been taken out of the revenues of the
country -for what? He would ask the
hon. member for South Perth to say for
what that money was paid out. That
money was expended at a time when we
were labouring under a depression. We
had been labouring under a depression
for the past five years, and that
$1,200,000, he maintained, had been
paid out for the purpose of bringing
more poverty into the country-—for the
purpose of bringiug people from all parts
of the world, when there was no employ-
ment for them. They had thousands of
people in this country looking for em-
ployment, and obliged to gn to the
other side of the Jine in order
to cbtain it. Especially in the winter
season of the year we had an overplus of
population completely out of employment.
Notwithstanding this, the late Govern-
ment, during the past tive years, had ex-
pended $1,200,000 for emigration pur-
poses. It wonld have beeu far better if
this money had been employed in helping
the people who were already in the
country, inst=ad of sending it to lingland
to bring out emigrants when we had
nothing for them to do. He wished to
call the attention of thei; Government of
the day to the fact that, five years ago,
the hon. the leader of the late Govern-
ment was elected by an overwhelming ma-
jority in 1874. On the strength of that
majority he supposed he could carry the
country with him, but he found that, on
the 17th of September, the people of this
country could think for themselves. They
were not satisfied with the legislation they
bad had, and in consequence, they were
condemned to the cold shades of Qpposi-
tion, and he thought they would remain
there for a long time to come. He would
impress upon the Government of the
day that they were elected on this Na-
‘tional Policy ; they were elected by &
majority of about the same as his hon
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friend theleaderof the Opposition had been
five years ago, and if the hon. gentleme.
gontrolling the affairs of the country did
not give the people proper legisation,
the people would turn them out of office
a8 readily as they had turned out the
leader of the Ogposition. The Govern-
ment should exercise, in every Depart-

ment, economy, aud he believed
that if they did exercise that
proper economy, and if they gave

to the country good legislation—and
this tariff he was satisfied was the right
kind of legislation—he was certain vhe
Government would have the country at
their back. But after that was carried,
there were other measures to come be-
fore the country, which would demand
from the Government wise administra-
sion, He hoped the hon. the Minister of
Finance would not be led away by any
taunts that might be thrown at him from
hon. gentlemen opposite. He hoped that
when the details of this tariff were being
considered, that if he discovered any class
of the community were labouring under
any injustice, that be would muke any
alteration he might deem necessary, not-
withstanding the taunts of hon. gentle-
men opposite. They were not legislat-
ing for gentlemen on the other side of the
House. They were legislating for the
people of this country, and they did not
care a fig for any remarks they might
make. Hehoped that the Minister of
Finanoce would exercise his own judg-
went, and he, for one, was quite willing
to leave the matter in his hands. He
would give him his support as far as he
could, because he had every confidence
in his ability, and he believed the eoun-
try at large had confidence in his ability.
The hon. leader of the Opposition had
brought forward the name of Richard
Cobden. He (Mr. Arkell) could only
say that Richard Cobden was a very good
man in his day. “There was no doubt he
left a very good rveputation behind him,
but he was satisfied that had Mr. Cobden
lived at the present day that
his views would not have met
with the approbation of the people
of Great Britain. And if the hon. mem-
ber leading the Oppousition constituted
himself the Richard Cobden of Canada,
which he thought he did from the re:
marks he made the other night, he was
satistied that that gentleman’s reputation,

Mz ARKELL
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in days to follow, would not be equal to
that of the Richard Cobden of England.
He could only say, in conclusion, that he
was elected to come to this House purely
on the National Policy.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT :
wrong.

Mr. ARKILL said he was satisfied
this tariff was going to build up this
country. He was satisfied it was going
to increase the population of the country,
and he was satistied it was going to wake
Canada the place for Canadians to live
in, and that under this tariff we should
prosper.

Mg. MASSUE said that, at this stage
of the discussion, he desived to offer
only a few remarks, in order to make
known the grounds upon which he in-
tended to base the vote he was goirg %o
give, and in order to do justice to his
constituents, who had placed their inter-
ests in his hands, and expressed the de-
sire of seeing a change bronght about in
the fiscal policy of the country. He had
observed, with pleasure, that the hoo.
the Finance Minister was resolved
to earnestly adopt the Protective sys-
tem ; he had found the true means
of reaponding to the wants of the hour
by giving to the country that which had
been promised during the elections. The:
system now proposed was mnearly the
same as that to which the Americans had
had recourse in 1824 and in 1328. = At
that time their commercial situation was
on a level with the present situation in
Canada— the Protective system had saved
the Americans. In 1871 France was
obliged to pay her war debt, and was
thrown ten years behind England by
this same war. By the Protective
system she had been able to retrieve her
commercial position, and, to-day, she was
competing  seriously with England.
Germany, tired with struggling azainst
the surrounding nations, had declared,
by the mouth of Bismarck, that she was
going to have recourse to Protection, and
Bismarck, in makiug this declaration,
had added that Germany was for the
Germans, and that the Germans were
for Germany. That, indsed, was the
aim of all Protective systems which they
had never failed to aitain.  Like causes
produced like effects, when the circum-

Right or



Ways and Means.

stances were identical. A glance at the

gituation of Canada would show
that commerce was ruined, - that
no capital was to be found,

that confidence was gone, that indivi-
dial and public eredit had fallen ; home
p-oducts, the fruit of had labour, under-
going competition that was calculated to
dishearten the producer, and prevent the
growth of the mining, manufactuting
and agricultural industiies of the country.
The ports of Canada were open to all,
whilst the ports of all countries were
closed againgt Canada. For a young
conntry like Canrda, whose capital was
far from considerable, if its policy were to
remain in a passive state, it would
have to follow the good or the bad for-
tune of the nation that made a slaughter
market of it. Speaking in a general
way, it might re truthfuli@eaid, if like
euses produce like effocts when the cir-
eumstances are tho same, that the posi-
tion +f Canada was identical with that
of other countries that had been commer-
eially ruined, uiid that what had saved
the latter could not reasonably be sup-
posed to ruin Canada. The facts that
he stated were a matter of history, and,
for proof of what he said, he would
merely refer the House to the history of
the countries of which he had spoken.
The Canadiau people, by a majority of
their representarives, had accepted this
system after having heard it discussed.
Members had not the gight to shirk from
fulfilling the conditions upon which they
bad been clected, and, as a representative
of one of the agricultural counties of his
Proviuce, he was happy to say that he
was satisfied with the present tariff, It
was true that, looked upon from a sec-
tional point of view, it seemed contrary
to certain local interests ; but, when mu-
tual ‘concessions established an equaili-
brium between the sacritices and the
profits of each part of the Dominion, it
would be unreasonable to ask for more.
This was why he supported the Govern-
ment in this reform, and why he would
wate for the tariff.

‘Mg. RICHEY said he had noticed in
the course of this debate, amid the dis-
sordance of sentiment by which it had
been characterised, that there was one

peoint on which all were in perfect har-
mony, namely, the commanding import-
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ance of the question itself ; and it was
encouraging to feel that they did not ap-
proach it without due preparatinn, both
of their own thoughts and of the public
mind. The members of this House were
fresh from their constituencies—from
those on behalf of whom they are de-
puted to speak and act, and in reference
to the great principle at issue, a verdict
had alrendy been rendered by the coun-
try. There was no argument that could
now be advanced; no objectian that
could be urged upon which the country
had not already pronounced. He spoke,
of course, of ths general principle of the
measure, not of its details, which were
open to be canvassed, as to how far they
were, or were not, subservient to the
general principle.  But this much might
be said, both as regarded the puinciple of
the measure and its details, the public
expectation was fully prepared ; there
had Leen evinced a common desire that
some measure, having in view the object
ot the one before the House, should ba
presented und adopted. Wtat were those
objects?  First, sufficiency of revenue,
and, secondly, adequacy of Protection.
In reference to the first of these, he pre-
sumed there could be no question what-
ever that it was indispensable. The
hon. gentieman here dwelt upon the
deficits of the past five years, and the
fact that we were new tace to fuce with
the uecessity of restoring the equilibrium
between revenue and expenditure. With
regard to the second object, there could
exist no dcubt that it was desirable to
lighten the burden of taxation by
strengthening the shoulders that were
to bear it, and necessary to import a
fresh impulse to the development of our
resources, which were maguificent, and
the revival of our industries and trade,
which were in a languishing condition.
They were told, however, that the de-
pression under which we laboured was
above the power, and heyond the pro-
vince, of legislagion ; that it was common
to all nations. He did not deny the
interdependence of the great commercial
countries, and that there came at timea
grave crise8 which overshadowed them
all. His con-ention was, that, under
wiser fiscal regulations, Canada might,
even in a time of extremity for older
nations, Lave d a better oppor-
tunity. They were told that the United
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States had suffered. But the United
States had been disorganised by civil
war ; their commerce crippled, their cur-
rency disordered, their shipping largely
swept away. If Germany was cited,
they knew that Germany, from military
ambition, had beoome a military camp
If they were pointed to France, they
remembered that she had felt the force
of foreign war, the tramp of hostile
armies ; that her resources were draived
to indemmnily her invaders. If they
looked at England, it was true he
had no similar explanation to make ;
but Eugland was a Free-trade coun-
try, and he would leave the explan-
ation of her depression to hon. gentle-
men opposite. Why was it, he might
ask, that young and vigorous Canada,
unharmed by war, unvisited by pestil-
ence, must take up the dirge of those
old nations, merely consoling herself
with the reflection that she suffered in
common with them ¢ But let it be con-
ceded that the depression was common to
all nations. There was then no argu-
ment against Protection that did not
equally affect Free-trade. There was no
argument whatever to be drawn from the
effect of a depression, which compassed
all nations alike, whether following a
policy of Free-trade or a policy of Pro-
tection. But it was just here that the
hon. gentlemen on the Opposition benches
refused to be consistent. They never
tired of alleging that Protection ruined,
and that Free-trade built up. *“You are
assuming a policy,” exclaimed the hon.,
the leader of the Opposition, ¢ that has
ruined other nations, and rejecting a
policy which has made the Mother Coun-
try great, glorious and prosperous, be-
yond all precedent ”— though the hon.
member for  Centre Huron (Mr.
Cartwright) had just invited them
to “consider the unfortunate posi-
tion of England.” Now, he might be
allowed to ask, in connection with this
asserticn of the hon.. the leader of the
Opposition, how could they be accused
of rejecting that which had never been
proffered to them? How could they be
said to have rejected the principles of

Freetrade, when, according to his
own  showing, they had never
been asked to  adopt  them?

He found, on referring back a year, in
the columns of the Globe, which he pre-
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saumed might be relied on for an accw-
rate report of the utterances of hon.
gentlemen opposite, that

«Mr. MACKENZIE, in a brief but vigor-
ous speech, pointed out that Canada was
neither a Free-trade nor a Protection country.
Perronally he was a Free-trader, but he was
convinced that the circamstances of the
country were such that it was impossible to
give practical effect 10 Free-trade dontrines.
The Administration had, on all occasions,
sought to promote the best interests of the
Dominion, and they had adopted a revenue
tariff which afforded a large measure of Pro-
tection to everyone engaged in manufacturing
pursuits,”
When the hon. gentleman, the other
night, introduced the amendment which
was now before the House, he (Mr.
Richey) noticed that the hon. gentleman
reiterated the remark, to the effect that
he had alwags contended that the adop-
tion of Fre de doctrines in the cirenm-
stances of the country was impossible.
He (Mr. Richey) found such langnage as
this : “The incidental Protection atiorded
by the present tariff is very great ; so it
is absurd and untruthful to assume that
the fiscal policies of Canada and England
are identical, or that the Liberal party
here makes no distinction between the
condition of things in this country, and
the condition of things in the Mother
Country.” Aguin, he found the same
paper, in July last, rebuking the orgam
of the Conservative party for stating
that the then Government regarded a
home market foragricultural produce as
“a positive calamity,” in the following
terms :—

¢ This is on & par with the assertion tha
a Goveroment which levies a higher duty on
imported manufactures than any colonial ad-
ministration save one in the Brilikh Domin
jons, and & higher tariff than Great Britain
herself poss ssed before she inaungurated her

present fiscal pelicy, ix bent on the establish-
ment of absolute Free-trade in Canada.”

But he would ask : Could both proposi-
tions be true? If England, France, Ger-
many and the United Stutes were all
suffering under a common depression,
arising from a common cause, could it be
said that the United States were being
roined by Protection, and that Great
Britain was “prosperous beyond all prece-
dent” through Free-trade? With regard
to the second of these propositions, he
would venture to assert it was not trme.
That England, during the last five-and-
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thirty years, under Free-trade, had taken
rapid strides, and had achieved unprece-
dented success, hc rejoiced to believe;
but krance and the United States, both
protected countries, had accompanied her
with equal steps. Circumstances had
arisen, at the same time, which gave a
wonderful impetus to wercantile and in-
dustrial pursuits all over the world.
They had discovered gold in California
and Australia, and thac led to a great
inerease of intercommunication. They
had the opening np of trade with China ;
India had been more fully brought ander
British domination. The bmiriers to in-
tercourse with Japan had been taken
down. They had an immense increase
of currying power in the perfected appli-
cation of steam conveyance on sea and
land. They had the wonderfully aug-
mented facilities for commuuication
afforded by the electric telegraph, and
they ad the introductivn of those intex-
national exhibitions, which h+d given a
vast impulse to industrial enterprise. All
these in themselves were calculated to
produce effects which could not be lost in
a single generation.  As he had said be-
fore, the United States and France had
accompanied England in this race, and
had not lagged behind.  An hon. gen-
tleman opposite, he thonght it was the
hon. member for South Wellington (Mr.
Guthrie), had given figures respecting
England, which covered ®he period from
1842 to 1872 ; but, in presenting figures
in regard to the United States, he had
contrasted separate series of years. Had
he taken figures for the same period
from the United States and France, he
would have seen that the development of
trade and industry in those countries
was not so inferior to that of Great
Britain. He was pleased to be able to
refer as - frequently as be did to a paper
which spoke on behalf of the Opposition
of this House, and he would ngew read
the following sentences, which he had
taken from an editorial article in that

paper :—

4 France,” itsaid, «before the revolution,

bad & starving peasantry, an impoverished
soil, and an intolerable aristocracy. Since
that time, amidstall the commotions arising
from civil disturbances and external wars, she
has always gone furward, her people have be-
cone more comfortable, and her soil is always
more and more skilfully cultivated. * * *
Within the last twenty-five years the annual
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value of French agricultural produce has in—
creased to the extent of £100,000,000. In
England farms are now secking tenants.”

Now, during the last week, it had been
suggested in the House of Lords that en-
quiry had been made in regard to the
depression of commerce and agriculture
in England. Lord Beaconsfield stated
that the depression was unprecedented,
and that the public wealth had decreased
£80,600,000. He (Mr. Richey) did not
think that went to confirm the proposi-
tion laid down hy his hon. friend opposite
that Free-trade induced prosperity, and
that Protection destroyed it. He need not
vepeat what had been so often said, that
even the abolition of the Corn Laws
might be looked upon rather asa measure
of Protection to manufacturers, while
withdrawing it from agriculture, because

the result of the abolition of
the Corn Laws was to cheapen
Iabour, in oider that the manu-

tacturing enterprises of that country
might be profited; and it was in order
to seek the development of the manufac-
turing enterprises of this covntry and
furnish variety of occupation, that they
had to resort to the principle of Protec-
tion in the present circumstances of this
country. he felt that, whether
Free-trade and Protection were alike in-
different in their operation, or Protection
as a policy was superior to Free-trade, or
Free-trade, as a principle was to be pre-
ferred to Protection ; with Canada, Pro-
tection was the duty of the hour. There
was nothing in our circumstances
or the relations of this country-
to show that a Protective policy
in the present stage of our deve.opment
would not be beneficial to us, while
there was much to show that the kind of
freedoms in trade which we had per-
mitted was injurions. He would ask the
House to contemplate, for & moment, the
magnificence of this country, vast in its
extent, rich in its resources, free in its
institutions ; peopled with races full of
vigour, both of body and mind. The
hon. member for Lambton (Mr. Macken-
zie), it was true, had decried this coun-
try as “ the worst half of the continent.”
If it were so, it furnished a greater
reason why we should bring judgment
and energy to bear in such a way as to
enable us the more successfully to
compete with our more favoured rivals

So



1134 Ways and Means.
But that country was not inevitably best
which had the fairest clime ; where the
earth yielded her fruits most readily, and
the conditions of life demanded the least
of toil. Better might be the country
and Jonger her prosperity, where nature
yielded her treasures only after conflict ;
where the spirit of her sons was stimu-
lated by the somewhat of difficolty with
which they had to contend. ®[urkey
might not have been so poor to-day had
she been less .air, and Britain might not
have had her present towering influcnce
had she exacted less at the hands of her
inhabitants. Let us not repine if such a
counlry was ours; one in which the
conditions of prosperity lay in the labour
of the hands, and the labour of the
brains of its people, the one to de-
vise and the other to carry into execu-
tion the means which gave success. Tt was
a country large enough and fair enongh tc
hecome the peer of the proudest nation
of the globe ; long enough, and broad
enough, and deep enough—with its
depths of scil traversed by valuable

miveral deposits, and  with its depths of

water, swarming with the treasures of
the sea, and niver, and lake. And yet,
with all its capabilities, with all its
inherent vigour, this country, which
started so successfully twelve years ago,
and grew rapidly in prosperity, had, for
the last five years, become 1more and
more depressed. The reason was largely
to be found in the different p licies pur-
sued by the bordering country, and by
ourselves.  We had been shut ont from
our natural market whilst we had given
tne free run of our country to those who
chose to take it. 3f he wmight vesort to
a figure, he would say that we had
foolishly supposed we could run a race
with a stronger competitor, leaving him
unweighted on the course, with every
muscle free and well trained by art,
whilst we, with muscular energy, it was
true, but all untrained and undeveloped,
were borne down by the conditions
which he imposed. It was for us now to
say whether we should have a fair ficld and
grant no favour. If he carried wich him,
as he knew he did, the sense of this House
in the views which he espoused, regard-
ing the necessity for a readjustment of
the tariff in the direction of rendering
the revenue more adequate to the de-
mands unon it. and of fostering and pro-
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moting our native industries in place of
crippling and repressing them, the ~mnain
question to consider was whether the
tariff now submi‘ted would meet the de-
mands of our positicn.  He thought it
would ; he saw displayed in this. tariff
great sagacity in the application of - a
two-fold principle.  He might think,
as an individual, that, in some cases, that
principle might lave been carried
further, and in others had been carried
too far ; that in sonie cases the methods
were cumbrous and inconvenient. He
might seek, perhaps, unless convinced of
the contrary by the explanations of the
Finance Minister when they came to
discuss the items, for some amendments
or modifications in some particulars ; but
t was an able 1ineasure as a whole,
and it was impossible to say
otherwise than that the Minister of
Finance had nobly redeeme:l the promises
mde to the people, and had nobly re-
pellel, Dby practical performance, "the
assertions made before and since the
elections by hon. gentlemen opposite.
Those hon. gentlemen seemed to have
heen unable to conceive of a tariff which
could give sufficient revenue and confer
Protection, or furnish the necessary
amount of Protection, and yet afford a
revenue. Here was a measure, expanded
in its fair proportions before them, in
which our mining, ngricultural, mannfac-
turing and shiffhuilding interests were
all carefully guarded. He might enter
into a review of many of the parsiculars
in which the Finance Minister hal so
weil succeeded, but so. many had gone
before him in this divection that it was
unnecessary to do so. He would rvefer
to the fact that, in the adjust:nent of
duties on teas, he had pursued a coeurse
which, he thought, ought to have received
the thanks of the hon. member for North
Noifolk upon the principle he had him-
self laid down. If it were true that
duties were cumnulative to the consuimer,
according to the number of intervening
parties through whose hands they
must pass until they reached the eon-
sumer, then the Finance Minister was
entitled to their thanks that he so
levied these duties as to irduce

direct  trade with the conntries
of growth. The same principle

was applied to sugar, thus aiding to de-
velop our West Indian trade and -yet
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producing the reqnisite revenue, the
duties bLeing.imposed 8o as to encourage
the importation of the raw rather than
the refined article. With respect to
coal, the Finance Minister expected to
derive revenue from the coal imported,
and yet to aid in the development of our
mines to the extent of three or four
hundred thousind tons beyond the
present output. Whilst he hoped this
object would be attained, he believed
it would be much hetter attained by a
still higher duty. He was yet unab'e to
sea why 75c. a ton should not have
been imposed upon all foreign coal im-
ported into this conntry, when he
considered .that that was the precise
amount levied on our coal by the United
States ; that, by the tariff, duties were
imposed on every article which entered
into the use of coal-miners, and that
no drawback was grauted, as was
wisely done in the case of shipping and
other industries ; and that the tariff was
accomprnied by a vesolution in the
direction of reciprocity. The hon.
mewmher for Laumbton, it was true, assailed
this duty as cruel in the extreme, becanse
it was imposed on a necessary of life.
It was a fallacy to assert that coal was
a unecessary of life. Air and food and
fuel might be necessaries oi lifs, but it
was a fallacy to say of any particular
article that it was an absolute necessity.
It was a fallacy bordering upon an ab-
sardity to say of coal that 1t was a neces-
sary of lite, and to treat tea as not being
50, in a country teeming with forests,
where there were hundreds of thousands,
perbaps willions, who never used a pound
of coal, while not one of them would
be content without his pound of tea, on
which hon. gentlemen opposite had re-
placed the duty which their predecessors
had removed. He dil not profess to
be able to satisfy himself entirely. regard-
ing the application of the principle of
ad valorem and specific duties in regard
to cotton and woollen goods, but this
conld Le fully discussed when they en-
tered on these questions in detail. He
did not wonder, when he considered the
general - approval which attended this
tarifl, at the dismay which bhad spread
among the members of the Opposition.
He desired for a few minutes to devote
himself to the task of examining some of
the objestions which these hon. gentle-
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men had presented to this House. He
would first ask where were the ohjoections
from the masses thronghout the country,
against this tariff T 1{all these hon. gen-
tlemen said was true, the table should
have groaned under the weight of peti-
tions presented from the different consti-
tuencies against it. But what were the
objections with which they had to cope,
and whence did they come? They came
from gentlemen who last year expressed
themselvesas eager tohearthe voice of the
country on this matter, and had heard it
but seemed to heed it not. Last Session
the hon. member for Centre Huron (Mr,
Cartwright) had said : “It will be for
the country to decide what particular
fiscal policy it may please to adopt, and
it will be for the House or for their suc-
cessors to decide how that particular
policy will be enforced.” It would now
appear that the last word should have
read ¢ obstructed,” and not “ enforced.”
But to turn to the arguments. The hon.
member for Lambton said it was a humi-
liating spectacle which this coantry pre-
sented in taking up the cast-off clothes of
older nations. There were worse
things for the young country of to-day
todo than to take up the cast-off clothes of
its parent, il adapted to its pariicular
period of growth. It were better to give
this exhibition of trift than to attempt to
begin where the parcnt left off. But be-
ginning our national life, we were not in
a position to act like the Mother Coun-
try, with accumulated capiral and re-
sources. Everyone in the country
ought to be, in some sense, among the
producing class ; few counld be counted
solely among the consumers, for whom
alone,the hon. gentlemen opposite had any
consideration. Tt was asked how coulda
country become great by simply impos-
ing taxes upon the peorle. He thought
the late Government, while in power
five years, had given a very complere
answer to that question.  They had
shown that a country could not be-
come richer by werely raising the
amount of taxation to meet the increased
expenditure., This tariff was framed on
the combined principle of raising suffi-
cient revenue and giving Protectioa to
develop our resources and enable us to
meet better the ditficulties which were
imposed. They were referred to the con-

trast of the depression in the United
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States with the condition of England,
and were pointed to the communistic
movements in the United States, to the
riots at Pittsburg, as if there had been
none at Blackburn, as if the English
papers were not filled with accounts of
riots and distress among thousands of
workmen. They were asked again if, at
a time when labour and money were
scarce, it was not the best policy to make
everything as cheap as possible. It was
not necessary, the depression would take
care of that. Our great object shounld
be to make money and labour move
plentitul.  But he niight he able toshow
that, while pursuing the policy of Pro-
tection with the higher object of pro-
moting and benefitting industry, the
effect might be at the same time to
cheapen the price of many commodities.
The hon. member for Lambton was
solicitous for the poor man because of
the ““cruel tax” upon coal. Let him mark
how that great statesman, Daniel Web-
ster, treated this subject thirty years
ago, and what he then said upon it.
‘When it was desired to doaway with the
highly Protective tariff then in existence
in the United States, and to introduce
one which would impose a general ad
valorem charge of 20 per cent., he
vehemently opposed that measure in the
interest of his country and the coal-
miners. It was then deemed necessary,
in order to compete successfully with
Nova Scotia coal, to bave the American
tariff on coal §1.75 per ton ; but they
had been able to reduce it to $1.25, and,
since, to 75c., its present figure. The
Americans had gone on developing their
mining industries until they were able
to meet foreign competition. Webster
said : “The increase of the product of
the Schuylkitl region, under the Compro-
mise Act, from 1837 to 1342, was only
32,000 tons. In the succeeding three
years, that is to say, from 1842 to 1845,
that increase emounted to no less than
560,000. The price of lubour, of course,
became greatly advanced ; but the price
of coal fell from $5.50 per ton, to $3.27.
A pretty good proof, this, that prices
may fullin consequence of Protection.”
That showed that, if the object of the
Government was to muke things cheap,
there was a better way of doing it than
by leaving the industries of the country
in a devressed condition. Then they had
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the hon. member for Centre Huron
reiterating his argument, with which the
country had grown familiar, in favour of
a do-nothing policy, according to which
the Government was to fold its hands
and admonish the industrial population
to get rich through frugality and hard
work. But he was, as member for Hali-
fax, particularly concerned with the fact
that the member for Centre Huron
(Mr. Cartwright) had had oune kindly
thought, one word of cordial commenda-
tion and well-feigned congratulation for
the Finance Minister, while frankly
owning that he had lacked courage him-
self to discharge the duties of his office
with fidelity to his eountry ; for he con-
fessed that he was forced to become re-
sponsible for an expenditure of $125,000,
to his ineffable disgnst, by men who had
a political hold upon him. If the hon.
member for Centre Huron thought that
his congratulations to the Minister of
Finance for having omitted from the
Estimates the grants formerly made to
the Allan steamers and the George
Shathuck were timely, they might take
leave to extend to him (Mr. Cartwright)
their condolences, first, for his want of
ability to be true to his own convictions,
and, secondly, for his weakness for want
of information in supposing that, in
granting the usual eubsidies to the
steamers plying to Halifax, he was
guilty of wrong. He (Mr. Richey) sus-
pected that the satisfaction of the hon.
gentleman arose, not so much from his
admiration of the Finance Minister, as
from the thought that in this very omis-
sion would be found a ground for charg-
ing the Government with inconsistency,
and another apology for that wiid cry of
disloyalty and discrimination against
England, of which they had heard so
much from the Opposition. That hon.
gentleman felt, no doubt, that, whilst. it
might be said, with some degree ot con-
sistency, by a Finance Minister coming
down with a deficit, and no provision to
meet it, that there was no money for a
certain service, it could not be alleged
quite so well by one who presented a
policy that should provide a revenue to
meet every demand upon it ; and, whilst
it might be perfectly conformable to the
policy of an Administration which seemed
to be throwing their trade more and more
towards the United States, and taking ib
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more and more from England to with-
draw those subsidies, it could hardly be
contended to be equally in agreement
with a policy which pointed rather to
the encouragement of Canadian ftrade
with the Mother Country, that one of the
first acts under it should be to imperil
the connection by steam. that had for 40
years existed between Great Britain and
her nearest North American port. The
member for Centre Huron might have
been actuated to some extent by some
such feeling, and he feared that there
were in the offices filled last year by that
hon. gentleman, and the member for
Shefford (Mr. Huntington) certain tradi-
tions that had been accepted by their
successors without sufficient scrutiny.
He hoped that the present Minister of
Finance and his colleagues wonld feel that
they were not yielding up their own con-
victions, or surrendering themselves to
such influences the member for Centre
Huron depicted, but that, under a con-
viction of the actual necessity and pro-
priecy of those grants, they wouldyethein-
troduced into the Supplementary Esti-

mates.  The Halifax  fortnightly
mail  service was very import-
ant, when they considered not
only the inconvenience that must

result to a large portion of the inhabit-
ants of all those Maritime Provinces from
its discontinuance, but that Halifax was,
at least, as near as Rimouski, and re-
flected that England garrisoned Halifax
with her troops and made it the head-
quarters of her fleet on the North Am-
erican station, and that it was a point of
connection for travel and traflic for a
great part of New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Tsland, Bermuda, and portions
of the ‘West Indies, and, by the George
Shattuck, with St. Pierre. From all
those considerations, he felt they had a
cage in which they could appeal, not
simply' to such consideration as was
spoken of by the member for Centre
Huron, but. upon the ground of consist-
ency with their own policy, to the Gov-
ernment, for the continuance of that ser-
vice.” The member for South Brant (Mr.
Paterson) had denounced the tariff at
first as prohibitory ; then he said it was
an-attenuated, shrivelled copy of the Am-
erican tariff. He (Mr. Richey) was un-
able to reconcile those statements. The
bon. member for North Norfolk (Mr.
72
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Charlton) had called it a servile copy,
and other members a half-and-half meas-
ure, and then asked them why they were
not bold enough to take the American
tariff, pure and simple. Then, taking
up the Hansard of last year, and going
over the votes given on the principle of
Protection, they bhad one division
after another presented for the two-fold
purpose, no doubt, of charging hon.
gentlemen on the Ministerial side
with inconsistency, and convincing the
House how evil would be the effects ot
the acceptance of that tariff. Well, there
was mnothing inconsistent in members
who were able to vote for one general
all-comprekensive measure not voting for
certain separate details. Those able to
vote for this measure might not feel
themselves at liberty to vote simply for
a duty on coal, for Nova Secotia, or on
grain for Ontario. He was sorry to see
such arguments introduced, as they led
simply and solely to sectionalism. He
believed that the voice of sectionalism
should be hushed in the presence of a
great national question, such as they
were now engaged on, in regard to which
it had been thought to silence them by
quotations from political economists,
whose writing served sometimes to perplex
rather than illuminate the way of their too
rigid devotees. Much as we were in-
debted to them, he thought they had
not yet reached the position entitling
their dicta to be accepted unquestion-
ingly by those engaged in the practical
work of legislation and administration.
They might be very good servants, but
bad masters to those on whom de-
volved the responsibility of moulding the
destinies of the country, and deftly
adapting their processes to the necessi-
ties of the times. They had listened to
two arguments, by which they were to
be completely overwhelmed, one being
that Tupperisms had been introduced into
that debate. He had no doubt that
those home-thrusts, those arrows shot by
the forceful arm of an hon. gentleman
on the Ministerial side, and barbed by
facts, had pierced the armour of hon.
gentlemen opposite, who would find
there was no shield that could be con-
structed on that side, that would be

fitted to repel those arrows. But the
irresistible argument against adopt-
i{lg the tariff was the alleged
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change of views of the hon. member
for Lincoln, many years ago, of whom
the hon. member for South Brant was
told that another member had heard that
it was understood that he had attended
the caucus of one party in the forenoon,
and that of the other in the afternoon,
and the inference was that, therefore,
this tariff ought not to be accepted. He
(Mr. Richey) was glad that that hon.
gentleman (Mr. Rykert) had triumph-
antly exonerated himself from that im-
putation, and that the tariff, whose fate
seemed trembling in the balance, might
now be considered safe. The hon. mem-
bers for South and Centre Huron ap-
peared in conflict on this question, for,
by the former the Finance Minister was
told that he knew he might have pro-
vided the additional two millions wanted,
without grinding the toiling masses, by
reducing salaries and cutting down the
gereral expenditure. Well, doubtless,
the hon. gentlemen opposite, who had
been in office five years, had tried that
experiment in a time of deep depression,
and, after finding it impossible, then,
could very clearly see how that process
might be adopted now. But they had on
record the language of the member for
Centre Huron, who, when bringing down
his Budget last year, said that “ any
further reductions of expenditure would
be undesirable and inexpedient, unless
they were prepared for a very radical
change in their constitution.” There
was another hon. gentleman on
the opposite side, whose speeches
had furnished him with sufficient
arguments in favour of Protection.
Now, he did not refer to speeches deliv-
ered two or three years ago, but to
speeches delivered during the last Ses-
sion, or delivered in addressing the
people last year by the hon. member for
North Norfolk. He would not follow
that hon. gentleman through his remarks
upon the balance of trade ; he acknow-
ledged the validity of a great many of
the arguments he used. It might be
pertectly true that, where the balance of
trade was against the country having a
large accumulated capital, and receiving
a large amount of interest, especially a
country drawing wealth from the sea, and
prosecuting a great carrying trade, it did
not indicate so bad a state of things as
where these conditions were absent. One
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hon. gentleman referred to the fact of
parties going on a whaling voyage and
bringing in the products of their industry
and increasing the wealth of the country.
That only showed that it was necessary,
ab times, to take many things into con-
sideration in order to come to a sound
conclusion, but all these things put to-
gether did not prove that it was in itself
a better state of things for a country to
have the balance of trade against her
than in her favour. The hon. gentleman
undertook to detail tothem the evils which
would result from the operation of this
tariff, and he must confess that he could
not help thinking of the time when
George Stephenson was pushing his rail-
way scheme, which had since proved so
successful. The hon. gentleman from
North Norfolk enumerated the evils
which would follow from the introduc-
tion of this tariff; in the first place, he
said, it would rob the farmers; in the
second place, it would rob the lumber-
men ; in the third place, it would rob the
fishermen ; in the fourth place, it would
rob the labourer; in the fifth place, it
would rob the shipbuilder ; in the sixth
place, it would rob every man who re-
ceived a salary ; in the seventh place, it
would enable the manufacturers to rob
all classes, and,for diversion,to prey upon
each other; here were seven tre-
mendous evils which were to result
from this tariff. "When George Stephen-
son was battling the railway question
in England, what kind of opposition did
he have to encounter? It was said, in
the first place, that horses would become
useless and unsaleable ; in the second
place, there would be no market for oats ;
in the third place, the hounds would
cease running ; in the fourth place, the
hens would cease laying ; in the fifth
place, the stacks of hay would be burned
up by cinders from the locomotive; in
the sixth place, the boiler would burst
and blow everything to atoms, and, in
the seventh place, it was impossible to
conceive of anything going at such a rate,
and the wheels would only revolve on
their axles, and the cars would stand
stock still ; and yet the railway system
had been a great success, and he held
that similar results would attend the
predictions of the hon. gentleman from
North Norfolk. Coming now to the
Maritime Provinces, it had been argued
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that this tariff was a violation of the
compact entered into at Confederation ;
that this question had never been in
issue before the people of those Prov-
inces ; that their fishermen were not pro-
tected ; and that their lumbermen were
ignored. The hon. member for Rich-
mond, (Mr. Flynn) had made these
complints. As he listened to the speech
of that hon. gentleman, he marked the
elegance of his diction, but it fell upon
his ears like the song of the dying swan,
because it seemed to him as the expiring
note of anti-Confederation prejudice. It
wag asserted that this tariff was a viola-
tion of the compact. They had been so
long accustomed to hear, in Nova Scotia,
that connection with Canada was the re-
sult of conquest, and not a compact,
that he was glad at last to have the con-
cession that it was based upon agree-
ment. They were told that the
violation of the compact consisted
in raising the tariff above what it was
at the time of Confederation,
which was 15 per cent. When did
the violation take place? It took place
when that tariff was raised to 17} per
cent., snd, if the hon. gentleman was in
this House and voted for that tariff, he
condoned the violation. Every hon. gen-
tleman on the Opposition beuches who
voted for that tariff condoned it, as did
every constituency which returned one of
those gentlemen. But they had all re-
turned to this House on the understand-
ing that this tariff was to be readjusted,
and increased, and, therefore, by this very
act, they disposed of the question of a vio-
lation of the compact. Butthey were told
that the question was not in issue before
the pevple. That had been well disposed
of by the hon. member for Cardwell“the
other day, when he read, from a speech of
the ex-Finance Minister, that the reason
why he would not bring down any pro-
vision to meet the deficiency, was that
the question was to go before the coun-
try. This question came also before the
country, in the resolution moved on the
floor of the House by the present Premier,
every line of which was receiving its
justification in the tariff now produced.
Moreover, the press of those Provinces
took good care that issue should be
squarely placed before the people. One
might take up the papers of New Bruns-
wick and NovaScotia, supporting the Gov-

9, 1879.] The Tariff. 1139
ernment of that day, for weeks before the
elections, and find, in large capital letters,
the question placed before the people, in
a manner to intimidate them, by the idea
that they were to be subjected to extreme
taxation, If, as his hon. friend said, the
people of the country did not vote upon
this issue, it was because they had no
confidence in the newspapers representing
the party of which he (Mr. Flynn) wasa
member. He might quote from the
Freeman, of St. John. The editor of
that paper told the people that a read-
justment of the tariff, such as the Con-
servatives contemplated, meant a tax
upon wheat and flour, a tax upon corn and
meal, a tax upon coal, upon live animals
and meat, upon agricultural implements,
and so on, going through the list, and
thus presented to the people of that Pro-
vince, in the most exaggerated terms, the
very issue which it was now deniad was
placed before them. The very evening
before the election, one of the papers
printed in the city from which he came,
published a card with the heading
“ REMEMBER !" in which it was declared
that those who voted for any of the
“ taxationist 7 candidates voted in direct
approval of, among other things, a duty
on cotton yarn of from 46 to 60 per cent. ;
woollen goods, 70 per cent. ; flannels and
blankets, 85 per cent. ; alpaca goods, 85
per cent. ; carpets, 84 per cent.; light
cottons, 70 per cent.; and the lowest
duty was 35 per cent. This allegation
corresponded to the telegram that was
sent to Sir John A. Macdonald, inquiring
whether it was true that the duties were
to be raised to35 percent. And yet they
were told that the question of increased
taxation was not in issue. It had been
said that the tariff would be destructive
to the shipbuilding interest, as though
the very fact that they were encouraging
direct trade with foreign countries, and
the convevance of those articles of raw
material which were of greater bulk than
the manufactured, would not tend
rather in the direction of increasing and
promoting the shipping of our country,
than of destroying it, as the
hon. gentlemen would have them believe.
And it would result, not only in this,
but in the employment that was given to
many classes. The hon. member for
Bothwell (Mr. Mills) he thought laid

down the proposition that 263 men would
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be all that would be benefitted by the
encouragement given to the sugar indus-
tries. The hon. gentleman might have
put two noughts to that, and he would
come short of the number it would
directly profit. Then they were told the
tariff was inimical to immigration, and
this came from the gentlemen whose
policy had produced but little benefit to
immigration—except to the emigration
agents. It wasa policy in which hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars had been
taken out of the Treasury of this coun-

, and expended upon pets. They
found that last year—according to the
report of the Globe—the hon. the
Minister of Agriculture declared that of
7,742 immigrants by the St. Lawrence
route, only 420 settled in Canada, and
that all the remainder went to the
United States. They were next
told this tariff was disloyal to Great
Britain. He would ask, from whom did
this charge come? He would not go back
and search into the history of the coun-
try, or the history of the several Pro-
vinees, to enquire among what classes, or
what parties, there had been any exhibi-
tions of disloyalty in the past—whether
the party they represented, containing
within it a large portion of the Liberal
party throughout the country, in union
with the old Conservative party, whether
this party had ever been chargeable
with disloyalty to the British Crown.
But he would ask when an intimation in
the direction of the severance of the
relations of these colonies with the Bri-
tish Empire was made, whence did it
come? Did it not come from those
whose political and commercial principles
hon. gentlemen opposite were in full ac-
cord with? Was it not the Cobden and
Bright school, whose utterances had ever
pointed in that direction? No; they
were introducing a policy which would
bring increased prosperity and wealth to
this country, and which must tend to
perpetuate our relations with the Mother
Country. As the hour for the recess
was approaching, ke would not deal with
the question of our policy being unsatis-
factory to the United States. It ill be-
came the dignity of the House that such
an argument as this should be adduced.
In the next place, they were told that
the lumbermen were to have no protec-
tion, and that the labourer was to receive
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no advantage. As though the very fact of
helping the manufucturers, opening up the
mines, developing the agricultural re-
sources of the country, stimulating the
shipping interest, and affording variety
of occupation in every respect, would
not conduce to the improvement of the
condition of the labourer and an increas-
ed prosperity to the industrial pursuits
of the country. He would again refer
to that wise statesman, whose words he
had quoted a short time previously, in
order to show the benefits which accrued
from a diversity of occupations, and how
they were affected by the application of
wise legislation. He said :

«The interest of every labouring community
requires diversity of occupations and objects
of industry. The more that diversity is mul-
tiplied or extended, tae better. To diversify
employment is to increase employment, and
to enhance wages. And, Sir, take this great
truth, place it on the title page of every book
of political economy intended for the use of
the United States; put it in every farmers’
almanac; let it be the heading of every column
in every mechanics’ magazine; proclaim it
everywhere, and make it a proverb, that where
there is work for the hands of men there will
be work for their teeth. Where there is em-
ployment there will be bread. It is a great
blessing to the poor to have cheap food, but
greater than that, prior to that, and of still
higher value, is the blessing of being able to
buy food by honest and respectable employ-
ment. Employment feeds, and clothes, and
instructs. Employment gives health, sobriety,
and morals. Constant employment and well
paid labour produce, in a country like ours,
general prosperity, content, and cheerfulness.
Thus happy have we seen the country. Thus
happy may we long continue to see it.”

These words were used by that great

statesman in a retrospect of the
past, when speaking of a Pro-
tective tariff. ~He (Mr. Richey)

used them as a prediction of the future
in connection with the measure before the
House. It was because he believed this
tariff had been framed in the true inter-
ests of this country, that it would meet
the views and expectations of the people
of this country ; that it had been framed
with a sagacity that had enabled the
hon. the Minister of Finance to bring
within the scope of his vision, and pro-
perly estimate the varied requirements
of this wide Dominion, from Vancouver
to Cape Breton; that there was now
placed before the people of the country,
its capitalists, and its energetic business
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men, a fair field for their several legiti-
mate enterprises ; because he saw opening
before the merchant, so lately poring
despondingly over his ledger, the
mechanic so lately sitting idly at his
bench, the labourer so lately labouring
laboriously, but in vain, to procure
some labour; because he thought he
could see for these an opening out once
more into the sunshine of prosperity, and
believed that we should hear resounding,
more cheerily than ever, the ring of the
woodman’s axe, the stroke of the
mechanic’s hammer, the hum and rattle
of busy machinery, and see the workman
receiving the due reward of his toil ; be-
cause he believed that every word con-
tained in the amendment submitted to
the House might be safely reversed, that
he would record his vote, with satisfac-
tion and with hope, in favour of the
resolutions. :

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILLS.
THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Commiitee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time, and
passed :—

Bill (No. 45) To authorise the construction
of a bridge over the Ottawa River for the use
of the Quebec, Ottawa, and Occidental Rail-
way, and for other purposes.—(Mr. Holton.)

Bill (No. 65) To incorporate the Geogra-
phical Society of Quebec.—(Mr. Fortin.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
read the second time :—

Bill (No. 68) To incerporate the Calais and

St. Stephen Railway Bridge Company.—(Mr.
Burpee, Sunbury.)
. Bill (No. 78) To amend the Actincorporat-
ing the Ottawa Loan and Investment Com-
pany, and to change the name to “The
Manitoba and North-West Loan Company
(Linmited).”—(Mr. Kirkpatrick.)

WAYS AND MEANS.—THE TARIFF.
DEBATE RESUMED.

House resumed the adjourned debate
on resolutions relative to duties of Cus-
toms and Excise, and Mr. Mackenzie's
motion in amendment thereto.
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Mzr. PLUMB said this debate had
now taken a new aspect. To that aspect
he proposed to address himself, in the re-
marks which he would have the honour to
make to-night. After a long and exten-
sive discussion on both sides of the
House, the leader of the Opposition,
representing the opinion, not only of the
hon. gentlemen who followed him in this
House, but of the great party of which
he was the leader, of whose principleg he
was the exponent, had introduced a
resolution which, without doubt, em-
bodied fully, though concisely, the
principles of the Opposition upon this
floor, and the principles of the great
party which that Opposition represented,
for, although beaten at the polls, al-
though represented here by a very small
minority,theycould not but accord to that
great party a power in the country which
it were useless to ignore, which it were
rash in any way to reflect upon, and
which must always be treated in
any discussion in this House, or
elsewhere, as a power in the Do-
minion of Canada. The resolution
introduced by the hon. the leader of the
Opposition was a resolution which, as
he had said before, embodied briefly what
might be considered the gist of the argu-
ment against the policy of the Govern-
ment. He (Mr. Plumb) would read it,
as the commencement of his remarks.
It read as follows :—

“ That, while this House is prepared to make
ample provision for the requirements of the pub-
lic service, and the maintenance of the public
credit, it regards the scheme now under consi-
deration as calculated to distribute unequally,
and, therefore, unjustly, the burdens of taxa—
tion; to divert capital from its natural and
most profitable employment; to benefit spe-
cial classes at the expense of the whole com—
munity ; tends towards rendering futile the
costly and persistent efforts of the country to
secure a share of the immense and growing
carrying trade of this continent; and to create
anantagonism between the commercial policy
of the Empire and that of Canada that might
lead to consequences deeply to be deplored.”

He might say that he would not want
any better text upon which to speak, on
this occasion, than that short, compre-
hensive resolution. He had said to his
hon. friend who had brought in the tariff
resolutions that the speech with which
that resolution was accompanied was the
very best commentary upon the proposi-
tions which he had submitted to the
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House, and the very best evidence that
those propositions were acceptable to the
country. But, before commencing to ad-
dress himiself specially to that resolution,
he hoped he might be permitted to re-
view briefly, as briefly as the
case would admit, the -circumstances
in which we were placed by the condition
of the country, which had conduced very
largely to the adoption of the policy now
brought forward by his hon. friend the
Finance Minister. He (Mr. Plumb) be-
came a member of Parliament at the
time of the great political revolution
which removed from this body a large
number of the gentlemen who had before
led its legislation in this House. He
came here a stranger to the usages of the
House, comparatively a stranger to the
grave questions then under discussion;
and almost the first important debate in
the House, in that Session, was upon the
fiscal condition of the couutry, opened
by the Budget speech of the gentleman
whosucceeded his hon. friend the present
Finance Minister, and had been succeed-
ed by him. Those of them who then, for
thefirst time, were brought face toface here
with the arrogant representatives of the
triumphant party, which had swept the
country as by a deluge from Prince Ed-
ward Island to Manitoba, were somewhat
astounded at the propositions and argu-
ments of the hon. gentleman who then
held the purse-strings. They had sup-
posed, in their ignorance and innocence,
perhaps, that the country had been, for

many years, under Conservative
rule, in a state of great pros
perity ; that the gentlemen who

formed the Confederation of the Pro-
vinces, who had laid broad and deep its
foundations, who had made it one of the
powers of the earth, and one of the prin-
cipal appanages of the great Crown
upon which we were proud t» be de-
pendent, had done something towards
advancing the interests of the country ;
but they learned, from the hon. member
for Centre Huron, that they had been re-
creant to all the best interests of Canada,
had squandered her resources, had made
reckless bargains with the different Pro-
vinces in order to sustain their waning
popularity, that they had heaped burdens
upon Canada which she never could sus-
tain ; they were told all this by one who
was lauded by the party thenin power as
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a great financial authority, and who
spoke as the mouthpiece of that party.
They were told constautly at every great
meeting’held for the purposeof influencing
electors, as well as upon the floor of this
House, that their friends, when in power,
increased the public expenditure from
$13,500,000 in 1867, to $23,316,316 in
1873-74. They were told that this was
something so reprehensible, that those
who were responsible for it should
be for ever thereafter shut out from
the management of public affairs;
that they deserved to be ostracised
because they had met the neces-
sities of the growing Dominion
with a statesmanlike and generous liber-
alty. Increasing in population, wealth,
and commerce with unparalleled rapidity,
demanding outlays for perfecting the
machinery of the new Confederation, for
legislation, for the militia, for the collec-
tion of revenue, for the protection of the
shipping trade, for the opening and
peaceful occupation of the North-West,
for publiv buildings adapted to the needs
and the dignity of the Dominion, for the
administration of justice, with ample and
constantly augmenting revenues to meet
such demands, the Conservasive leaders
would have been recreant to the trust
confided to them, if they had adopted a
niggardly or short-sighted method in
dealing with the public expenditure.
No one who sat on the Opposition benches
in those days-—and many oi those gentle-
men were here now before him in the
same position—had opposed that policy to
which he had just referred. The general
principle upon which the expenditure
was based was fully conceded on all
sides ; but little discussion arose upon
the Budget during successive years from
1867 until 1873. Sir John Rose, during.
his financial Administration, finding the
expenditure growing more rapidly than
the revenue seemed to warrant, set a
memorable example to those who came
after him by cutling down his Estimates to
meet the necessity. His able successors
in the administration of the finances, prior
to 1874, found nosuch need. They might
be well assured that they would have met
it had it occurred in a way to preserve
the public credit from the damaging ef-
fect of yearly increasing deficits. The
Opposition of the day contented them-
selves with a few unimportant criticisms
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of the Estimates, and, in almost in every
instance, heartily congratulated the
Finance Minister upon his statements.
The estimated receipts were in every in-
stance, from 1868 to 1874, inclusive, ex-
ceeded by the actual revenue. There was
ample justification for the expenditure,
and he (Mr. Plumb) would venture to
say that, from all he had seen of the
course of the late Finance Miuister and
his colleagues, if they had had surplus
revenues to deal with, instead of deficits,
their financial record would have been
very different from that of their prede-
cessors. He (Mr. Plumb) would now
justify his defence of he Government of
18671873, by referring to the increase
of expenditure, item by item, in order
that the House might see how far the
late Finance Minister and his colleagues,

and backers, and the public press
that sustained them, were justi-
fied in  their virulent criticism.

TUnder tle heading of ordinary expendi-
ture, the increases, comparing 1867-68
with 1873-74, were as follows :—

1867-68 1873-74 Increase.
$ $
Civil Government..594,441 883,655 289,214
Administration of -

Justice.oea o o.. . 291,242 459,037 167,795
Police ...vuevun... 49,176 56,387 17,211
Penitentiaries. ... .209,369 395,551 186,192
Legislation .......595,810 784,048 188,238
Geological Survey.. 97,814 28,600 69,214
Arts, Agriculture,

and Statistics.... 5850 19,091 13,241
Immigration and

Quarantine..... . 60,396 318,572 258,176
Marine Hospitals.. 21,048 66,462 45414
Pensions ...... ... 56421 56,453 32

Public Works. ... .126,269 1,826,001 1,699,732
Ocean and River

Steam Service...296,511
Light House and

Coast Service. .. .174,982
Fisheries ...,..... 30,5672
Miscellaneousltems 93,451

407,760 110,189
537,057

76,247
102,160

362,075
45,675
8,709

$3,451,107
These were all the items of accounts
opened in 1867-68, under the heading of
“Ordinary Expenditure,” on which there
%as an increased outlay up to 1873-74.
Upon the item of steamboat inspection
there was a decrease of $115, and upon
that of Militia and Defence of $35,639.
These, deducted from $3,451,107, left the
increase $3,415,468. The following
tems, also under the heading of ¢ Ordi-
nary Expenditure,” represented outlays in
accounts not open until after 1867-68 :—
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Census....covnnnn P eesesenane bees $ 39,47
Superannuation ........... seceees  Odd2
Indian Grants.................... 146,
Dominion Lands....ec cevean.. ... 283,163
Dominion Forces, Manitoba....... 209,169
Mounted Police...ccceeseene vauves 199,599
North-West Territory Organization. 12,262
Boundary Surveys................ 81,723
Military Stores............ PR 144,906
Customs Refunds............ veee.  69,330"

Total....u.seeeeea$1,250,132

CHARGES ON REVENUE*

186%7-68 1873-74 Increase.

Customs. .......5457,503 $658,299 $200,796
Excise.......... 178939 206,935 127,996
Culling Timber.. 69,430 82,286 12,856

JPost-Office...... 616,802 1,387,270 770,468
Public Works... 626,286 2,389,679 1,763,393

Increage....... R vo.. $2,875,50%

There was a decrease in
the item of Minor Re-
venues from $16,841 to

F3  15: ¥ 5,470
Total increase ......... $2,870,039

DEBT AND SUBSIDIES.

Interest on Pub-
lic Debt.. ..$4,501,568 $5,724,436 $1,222,868
Sinking Fund.. 355266 513,920 158,564
Subsidies to Pro-
vinces. 2,753,966 3,752,757

998,791

m————

Increase ............... . 2,380,313

There was & decrease in
the item of Charges
of Management from
$285,512 to $238,003, or

And in premium, discount
and exchange from
$73,676 to $26,680, 0r ..

47,519

46996
94,515

Total increase ..........$2,285,798

These aggregated, summed up as follows :
Increase in ordinary expenditure, in ac-
coants open in 1867-68, $3,414,353. In
accounts not opened until after that date,
$1,250,132. In charges on Revenue,
$2,870,039. Interest on Public Debt
(less decrease on Charges of Manage-
ment and premium, discount, and ex-
change), $1,128,365. In Sinking Fund,
$158,654. In Subsidies, $998,791,
All these formed a sum total of increases
from 1867-68 to 1873-74, when the hon.
member for Lambton and his friends
took the management of affairs, of
$9,820,322. The supporters of the Gov-
ernment claimed, however, that in the
increased expenditure of 1873-44, there
were items amounting to nearly one
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million dollars, which had been often
pojged out, that were improperly added
by the late Finance Minister to the
accounts of that year, and properly be-
longed to the succeeding year. This con-
tention, he thought, his hon. friend be-
fore him (Mr. Tilley} was prepared to
justify. They had insisted upon it in
his defence while he was absent from the
House, and while he held a position
which prevented him from entering into
the discussion and vindicating, as he had
mnow vindicated, his position. It might
be safely asserted, that in, round numbers,
at least $950,000, improperly added by
his successors to the expenditure of
1873-74, should be deducted from the
total increase before stated, bringing it
down to $8,870,322, from the total ex-
penditure of 1873-74, reducing it to
$22,466,316, and added to the expendi-
ture of 1874-75, making the total of that
fiscal year, the first clear year of Reform
rule, $24,663,071. The correctness of
this statement was virtually proved
by comparing the figures  with
those of the second fiscal year of the
rule of their economical friends, the
loud-mouthed advocates of retrenchment.
That year, 1875-76, presented the start-
ling aggregate of $24,488,372, and that
of the two succeeding years, which com-
pleted their record, was only kept down
by a device which could not redound to
their credit. While other items of ad-
ministrative expenditure were increasing
in a startling ratjp, although the revenue
was coustantly shrinking, by theexpendi-
ture of 1876-77, when the great depression
was fairly upon us, paralysing trade and
carrying disaster into every branch of
industry, the reckless policy of the late
Government entailed upon the country
an outlay, chargeable upon revenue, of
$23,519,301, which was only kept down
to those frightful figures by striking out
$428,079 from the Militia items, and
$682,128 from that of Public Works
chargeable to revenue. As compared
with the outlay in those Departments
the year previous, a reduction of
$1,110,207 was thus obtained, but for
which the total for 1876-77 would
have been $24,629,508. The same plan
was adopted in 1877-78. The Militia
item was $360,404 less, and the
Public Works item $950,347 less than
in 1875-76. The total expenditure
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of the year, notwithstanding these
abnormal reductions, was $23,503,158,
and, but for them, would have
reached $24,813,909. There could
be no merit in liinging about
a reduction by the contrivances
now exposed. 1f Public Works, charge-
able to revenue, had been completed, as
they had been led to believe they would
be, the expenditure, of course, would
cease. As to the Militia, they knew who
presided over that Department, and his
antecedents would ‘lead them to believe
thathe would not resist any reduction of
our power to defend the flag. 1In every
case,it would befound that the expenditure
of the Liberal-Conservative Government,
upon which such fierce denunciations
had heen poured out by hon. gentlemen
opposite, especially by the late Premier
and the late Finance Minister, had been
exceeded under their Administration. It
would be an easy task to justify, item by
item, every figure for which his hon.
friend (Mr. Tilley) and his old colleagues
and predecessors were in any way re-
sponsible. In the spring Session of
1873, the late Finance Minister, who
had been virulenily opposed by the
Globe and ils party at his election, in
August, 1872, made his prophetic speech
which he had often quoted, but of which,
unfortunately, no extended record re-
mained in the public archives. He
claimed, howsver, on the strength of that
vaticination, credit for foreseeing the
commercial crisis which was impending,
and which burst upon the country like a
tornado, in the autumn of 1873. It had
already spread panicand disway over the
United States, when the hon. gentleman
and his colleagues took the seals of office,
and it had extended to Great Britain

and the Continent  before the
hon. gentlemen met Parliament,
at the end of March, 1874. He

(Mr. Plumb), in common with many
others who heard the Budget speech of
1874, was not aware of the mental
peculiarities of the hon. gentleman who
uttered it—they did not know the depth
of the immedicable wound which had been
inflicted upon his ambition, and his self-
love, nor the bitterness and persistengy
of his hatred. His speech was violent
beyond any precedent, and it might have
"»een considered unfair, and, perhaps, not
over courageous or chivalrous, to attack
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a man who could not stand up here and
defend himself and his policy, as he had
shown himself fully able to do, since the
country has welcomed him back to these
halls. Every utterance of the late Fin-
ance Minister betrayed the anguish of
his wound, and the rage into which it
threw him. They were charged with a
venom, however, which fortunately had
only had the effect of politically destroy-
ing himself. Upon that memorable
occasion, the Finance Minister bitterly
attacked the former Government for the
terms it had given to Prince Edward
Island, and no one of the representatives
of that Island, all of whom, for reasons
which he should not characterise, had

crossed over to the support of
the then incoming Admwinistration,
ventured to rebuke him for his

covert insinuations as to sharp bargains.
But his voice rose intoa scream of de-
nunciation when he said that his pre-
decessors had done quickly what they
had to do, namely, to wreck the public
credit, and that they had lefv upon him
“ A sum total of what I call liabilities
capable of being ascertained, amounting
to one hundred and thirty-one millions
three hundred thousand dollars in
addition to our debt. Now the House
will see the magnitude of the task im-
posed on us, by observing that this sum
is, as mearly as possible, equal to the
total indebtedness of the Dominion.” In
various pic-nic speeches during the past
two or three years, this statement had
been made with even more directness
and force of assertion. Now, this, if it
meant anything, meant that one hundred
and thuty-one millions of dollars of
liabilities, either immediate or pro-
spective, in addition to the existing
debt of a like amount, had been imposed
upon the Dominion by reckless and im-
provident legislation prior to 1874. This
was a truely alarming statement; one
well calculated to startle the people of
Canada, and to shake its credit with
- the capitalists of the world. Let them
examine it, and endeavour, by it, to test
the accuracy and fairness of the hon.

gentleman’s  arguments. At  the
Aylmer pic-nic in 1877, they were
told, according to the Globe report

of the late Finance Minister's speech :

“That he must prepare to borrow within
three, six. or seven years, not less than

[ArrIL 9, 1879.]

The Tarif. 1145

$120,000,000 of money ; that was the extent
of the engagements and commitments which
the late Government had left us as their dying
legacy. It is hard to realise what this means.
For us, $120,000,000 is a tremendous sum. It
equals our net existing national debt. It is
more for us than 2,000 millions for the
United States, or 2,500 millions for Great
Britain. ”

Fancy the wonder of the crowd at hear-
ing these sums glibly stated, honest Grits
fumbling in their pockets, instinectively,
under the idea that a hat would be passed
round at the close of the performance,
and that they would be called upon to
contribute their share of the trifling
amount in order to recoup the Treasury,
which had been depleted by the rascally
extravagance of the Tories. The Budget
speech of 1878, told themg,

“ We had other liabilities definitely fixed—

mark, definitely fixed, amounting to 131 mil-
lions, namely :

For Canals.............c..... $ 43,800,000
Intercolonial Railway.......... 10,000,000
Pacific Railway............... 30,000,000
Debts Maturing. ...........0u0 35,000,000
In ercolonial Railway repairs in
New Brunswick & Nova Scotia 2,000,000
P. E. I. Railway and Land Grants 2,500,000
Minor Works. ..... Ceeinaanas 4,500,000
St. Lawrence Improvements be-
low Montreal. ..... ........ 2,500,000
Certain advances then contem-
plated,.... L heririceseseene 1,000,000
Total ...oeevunnn. eere ... $131,300,000 "

The nature of this shocking bug-bear,
which, exhibited by so responsible an
authority as the Finance Minister of
Canada, was well calculated to cause a
capitalist in England to button his
pockets, might beinferred. The fairness
of these statements might be inferred from
the actual fact that, out of the amount of
$131,300,000, $30,000,000 was the sum
intended as a subsidy to the Pacific Rail-
way, under a charter which had been
abandoued, and an Act which had been
instantly repealed by the hon. gentieman
and his majority. $35,000,000 were for
removal of debt, which was considerably
increased, mnominally, by negotiating a
four per cent. loan at a discount. But who
ever heard before that such renewals
could be fairly counted, or counted at all,
among items which were to double the
amount of the existing debt of which they
formed a part? Such, however, was the
inference that was adroitly suggested.
When it suited the Finance Minister to
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do 80, as on a rezent occasion, he made
light of the task of borrowing money in
England for renewal of debt, even in the
face of difficulties brought about by his
own laches, and at a crisis of unparalleled
severity in the money market of I.om-
bard street. They must strike off the
$35,000,000 under this head. Thus they
relieved him very easily of one half of his
load. $30,000,000 for the Pacific Rail-
way and $35,000,000 for renewal—
$65,000,000in all. They had not cost him
many sleepless nights. Then there were
in his list, $43,800,000 for the en-
largement and construction of Canals,
and among these the Baie Verte
figured for $8,500,000. The other iteus
were nearly as illusory and misleading.
The whole presgntation was more than
unfair. Except the repeal of the Pacific
Railway Act, no legislation that he (Mr.
Plumb) could remember had relieved the
country of any liability ; and the fidelity
of the atrabilious statements of the late
Finance Minister might be tested by ascer-
taining what amounts he stated in his last
Budget speech would be required to com-
plete the works in hand except the Pa-
cific Railway, for all the expenditure on
which, except $1,391,618, incurred prior
to 1874, the late Government must be
held wholly and rigidly responsible.
These amounts, estimated as of the lst.
July, 1878, were: For completion of Wel-
land and Lachine Canals, $5,500,000 ;
Miscellaneous Works, $5,000,000, or ten
millions and a half altogether ; and it
might be said, in passing, that with much
of this sum the late Government should
also be charged. The net increase of
debt from Juiy lst, 1873, to July Ilst,
1878, was $40,513,607. From this
amount must be deducted discount on
renewals, $3,901,444, and amount ex-
pended on Pacific Railway, $8,812,233,
leaving the increase for all expenditure
on capital account for every other pur-
pose, $27,799,930. Add to this the ten
millions and a half still required for the
completion of the canals, and the fright-
* ful $131,300,000 shrank to $38,300,000
—a decrease of a mere trifle of ninety-
three millions, or 71 per cent., which
might gauge, with tolerable accuracy, the
allowance that must be made for the ex-

Finance Minister's calculations. But

it was by no means to be ad-

mitted that the hon. gentleman’s
Mgz. PrLuME.

-

[COMMONS,]

The Taryf.

predecessors were responsible for the
$38,300,000. He (Mr. Plumb) ven-
tured to assert that his hon. friend from
St. John (Mr. Tilley) and his colleagues
would have curtailed expenditure in
every possible way, having proper regard
to the public interest, if they had con-
tinued in power. Their Estimates were
based upon a condition of things which
was totally changed when Parliament
met in 1874. The late Government,
with a vast majority at its back, had full
power to reverse the policy of its prede-
cessors. Whatever, in their judgment,
had been improperly or unwisely done,
should have been promptly undone. It
was their duty to apply the knife and to
cut down outlay whenever the knife was
needed. They had command of the ship.
It was their duty, when they saw a
financial storm lowering in the horizon,
to shorten sail and economise. Could
it be supposed for a moment
that his bhon. friend who sat in
front of him (Mr. Tilley) would not have
had sufficient intelligence, honesty, and
courage to meet the exigencies of the
time, if he found there was a decreasing
revenue?! The late Finance Minister
and his friends made the enormously
exaggerated sfatement which he (Mr.
Plumb) had dissected, in order to be-
wilder the public, in order to show that
his own enormous expenditure was no
falsification of the promises his colleagues
had made when in Opposition. They
sought to cover up their tracks. The
most efficient way to do that was
for the Finance Minister to largely over-
estimate the burdens thrown upon him.
And how had the inherited obligations
been discharged, and how had the new
ones undertaken been fulfilled, on July
1st, 1878 % The Pacific Railway construc-
tion had swallowed up $8,812,833, and
there were enormous sums since paid,
and yet due. They bhad a glimpse, and
as yet a glimpse only, of the reckless
haste, and waste, and jobbery which had
characterised that work. Not a section
of the line from Fort William to Red
River could be brought into use for at
least three years, because the connecting
link between English River and Kee-
watin had been left untouched, and a
large annual charge of interest would be
totally loat, until the road could be made
available for traffic. In regard to the Wel-
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land Canal, $7,846,145 had been ex-
pended up to July lst, 1878, on the
enlargement, at each end, which is nearly
completed ; the middle section and the
aqueduct over the River Welland were
only put under contract a few months
ago, and could not be completed in less
than three years. Until then, the new
work was utterly useless, and was fall-
ing trightfully out of repair, and an in-
terest account was heavily accumulating
on the outlay. In such a state of things,
it would be natural that they should feel
great alarm for the publie credit, strained,
as it had been, to the utmost by
the prodigality and incapacity of
those to whom it was entrusted.
He (Mr. Plumb) and his friends had
been accused, time after time, of having
taken a gloomy view of the position of
Canada in their public utterances, but if
ever any gentleman on thé present Go-
vernment side had taken so gloomy a
view as that taken by the late Finance
Minister in his Budget speech of 1874,
and in many subsequent speeches, he
(Mr. Piumb) could only say he had never
heard of it. It was notorious that the
Finance Minister, on that occasion,
struck a heavy blow at the credit of
Canada. But Canada, he trusted, would
survive that, as she had already survived
five years of the misrule of the gentle-
men now in Opposition. In 1873, as
he Mr. Plumb had before remarked,
about the time that the so-called Reform
party came into power, it happened that
there was a great revulsion throughout
the commercial world ; it happened that
the constantly increasing revenues of
Canada began to diminish ; it happened
that, in September, 1873, the crash which
bad been so long foreseen in the United
States, and which the late Finance Min-
ister especially claimed to have foreseen,
fell upon that country. Canada did not
feel it at first ; but it was the duty of
the men who were at the helm, to look
out for the storm, alter the course
of the ship, if nesessary, take in
sail, and prepare for the worst.
Up to that time they had been going on
With constantly increasing revenues, bwi
his hon. friend (Mr. Tiiley) had indicated
to the Housein the first Session of 1873
that he intended to deal with the fiscal
policy of the country, in the direction of
an increase in the taxation. He had
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predicted that, owing to the legislation
of 1873, there would be a necessity for a
further increase of revenue, and he indi-
cated clearly that he would deal with the
necessities of the case in the direction of
Protection, he would* so gauge his rev-
enue tariff as to foster the various indus-
tries of the country. It must be borne
in mind that up to that time there had
been no necessity for any Protective
tariff in this country ; that the condition
of things with our neighbours was such
that they could sell Canada nothing,
whilst we could sell them, at fair prices,
everything we produced. The 15 per
cent. tariff, then in force, was all that
was then required for the protection of
our industries. There had been a con-
stant increase of revenue, and a constant
surplus—a surplus acknowledged by the
late Finance Minister to have been ex-
pended upon the public works of the

country, and in the redemption of
debt, mnot including the sinking
fund payments of £700,000 ster-

ling—pf mno less than $11,849,000.
This statement was emblazoned on the
silver side of that double-faced shield, of
which the people of Ontario saw the
brass, when the late Finance Minister
appeared at their Reform picnics. He
(Mr. Plumb) repeated that Canada did
not require an iocreased tariff up to
1874, the industries of this country were
protected by the condition of things in
the United States, which created inflation
prices there. As far as England was
voncerned, he was well aware, and every
gentleman in this House, who was can-
did enough, would admit, that there was
never any disposition on the part of
Conservatives to discriminate against
the Mother Country, to which they all
owned the truest allegiance. Therefore,
up to 1873 or 1874, whenever it was
found necessary to deal with ques-
tions of revenue, it was not neces-
sary to do so with Protective views,
because the industries of the Do-
minion were not affected by competition
on the other side of the border. A sud-
den change took place—so sudden, that
very few in this country were prepared
to acknowledge its far-reaching conse-
quences. During the first year of itspro-
gress elsewhere, it was scarcely felt here,
but in the second year it was felt in the

increased imports to Canada, from the
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United States, in the decreased exports
from Canada to that country,until the bal-
ance of trade against us reached the alara-
ing sum of twenty-five million dollars.
That was the balance of trade against
Capada in 1877, and it was almost the
same sum in 1878. The hon. gentlemen
opposite seemed powerless to deal with
this question. They would probably
begin by laying down the proposition
that a balance of trade is not a balance
of trade, for that was the convenient way
in which they always cleared away the
difficulty. The late Minister of the In-
terior had advanced views on that sub-
Jject which, if held and acted upon by an
individual, would soon send him to the
Insolvent Court, if that Court had not in
the meantime been abolished. And it
would almost appear, from the manner
in which they quoted authorities in the
United States, in order to justify their
position, that they were rather in league
with and supporting those ~financial
authorities than attempting to assert
themselves and their own position. He
did not say that that was the case, or
that that was always and absolutely the
line taken by hon. gentlemen on the op-
posite side, although it was quite the
fashion for them, in those days, to im-
pute disloyalty to the members on the
Ministerial side, to the men who had
stood by the British flag from the time
they were first able to take upon them-
selves the responsibilities of manhood.
Well, because it was necessary for the
late Government to deal with the ques-
tion of the expenditure, there had been
no increase by his (Mr. Plumb's) friends,
or through their policy, which was
not justifiable wunder the circum-
stances, and requisite to meet
the legitimate wants of the country. It
was usual for hon. gentlemen on the oppo-
site side to assert that their extravagant
expenditure was made necessary by the
action of their predecessors. Why were
those gentlemen put in power ? To re-
verse the action of their predecessors, if
it appeared to them to be unwise;
they were not bound by the legisla-
tion of their predecessors. They were
bound to take the other tack. They
had denounced their predecessors on
every platform from British Columbia to
the shores of Prince Edward Island.
Everywhere they had declared that they
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had superseded a reckless and improvi-
dent Administration, but they excused
themselves, when charged with extra-
vagance, by saying that they had only
spent a little more than had been spent
by that reckless and improvident Admin-
istration. He could not remember a
single instance in which they had ful-
filled their promise to put a stop to the
golden flow from the public Treasury,
and bring about a state of things which
should accord with the diminishing
revenues and the declining business of
the country. He ventured to say that if
his hon. friend (Mr. Tilley) had been
Finance Minister during the last five
years—and he (Mr. Plumb) deeply re-
gretted the political overthrow which
left him unable to finish his financial
policy—they would not have had to
witness such a state of things as the pre-
sent. What .was it? Why, the ex-
Finance Minister, in order to meet what
he was pleased to call the burdens which
were thrown on him by his predecessors,
proposed to do so by adding to the tariff an
increase of the taxes that would produce
$3,000,000. How did he proceed? After
labouring from the 12th November, 1373,
when the late Government came into
power, until the 13th or 14th of April,
1874, that hon. gentleman brought in
the tariff, with his Budget speech, the
principal changes in which imposed 1%
per cent. additional duty on the 15 per
cent. list, from which he said he ex-
pected to receive $3,000,000. In some
other directions, also, he attempted to
deal with the great financial interests of
the country. But he so befogged and
bemuddled the whole question, that he
brought down upon himself the indigna-
tion of the whole business community.
He had disturbed every industry of the
country. He was forced to recede, and
content himself with simply adding 2%
per cent. to the 15 per cent. list, making
what our neighbours of the United
States called a mechanical or horizontal
instead of a scientific tariff ; and now the
hon. gentleman said that the 171 per
cent. was a sacred thing, and that if any
rash man touched it, he would sever the
golden chain of our connection with
Britain forever. He (Mr. Plumb) would
like to know why those cabalistic figures
were 8o sacred, or so much better than
any other number. The number nine
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bad peculiar properties in multiplication,
addition and division, and many persons
explained prophecy by the elastic use of
the number seven, but he was not aware
that even Zadkiel, who was quite as
good a soothsayer as the late Finance
Minister, had ever adopted seventeen-
and-a-half as a term to conjure with.
He could not discover that there was
anything in the old tariff that could not
be altered or meddled with without
meeting the denunciations of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite ; but yet they seemed
to think that there must be something
almost holy in the 21 per cent. evolved
by the ex-Finance Minister out
of the depths of his own rather
confused—consciousness, should it be
called? The previous figures, how-
ever, 1Z per cent., be had desired to
adopt for no  apparent - reason
but that it made the calcula-
tion of duties easy. What did the
tariff of the hon. member for Centre
Huron (Mr. Cartwright) effect? In the
fond belief that it would produce
$3,000,000, he said that he could not be
expected to reduce the expenditures of
his friendj the then Minister of Public
Works. There were too many contrac-
tors in the purlieus of the capital wait-
ing for their wages. The financial storm
was then raging, but there was no re-
trenchment. He (Mr. Plumb) remem-
bered perfectly well the language of the
member for Centre Huron in 1874, when,
turning tqthe First Minister (Mr. Mac-
kenzie), he said that they must go on
with the expenditure for the works
which were under his charge. From
whom did the House and the country ex-
pect economy? From whom had they a
right o expect it? From a life-long Re-
former ; from a man whose instincts
wers supposed to be in the direction of
close management of the expenditure in
the Department over which he presided
especially, who was supposed to possess
a peculiar fitness, from personal training
and experience, for that Department? The
late Government could not cut down the
Estimates, because there were certain
powers behind the Grit throne greater
than the Grit throne itself, that had to
be placated after the elections. He (Mr.
Plumb) believed that he should be borne
out in that assertion. The tariff proved
a failure, and a deficit arose the next
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year, as well as each of the two follow-
ing years, with which the Government of
the day confessed themselves utterly
powerless to deal. They acknow-
ledged that they were utterly powerless
to propose a policy suitable for
meeting the crying needs of the hour.
They declared that a Government had no
power to deal with questions affecting the
vital interests of the country. Thuey, on
the Conservative side, however, held the
contrary. They always had said that if
they should be entrusted with the solu-
tion of those questions, they would not
sit with their hands folded, but would
try, at least, to do something for the
country, and he thought that the people
had taken the late Government at their
word, and the Conservatives at their
word ; and it was not far to seek, or
difficult to know, why the great revolu-
tion had occurred, which placed hon.
gentlemen opposite in even a smaller
minority than the Conservatives appeared
in 1874. Deficits, to the amount of
nearly seven millions of dollars, had
accrued since hon. gentlemen opposite
assumed charge of public affairs. His
hon. friend the present Finance Minister,
on returning to power, had to deal with
that grave condition of the finances, and,
after this cursory review of events, lead-
ing up to the present situation, it was
somewhat refreshing to refer back to the
patriotic resolutions put upon the table
of the House by the present able Finance
Minister, and to compare their breadth
and fullness with the lifeless and meagre
amendment with which the leader of the
Opposition proposed to supersede them.
He declared, « That, while we are willing
to do anything to sustain the public
credit, to meet the necessities of the
hour, we cannot consent to any legislation
which shall disturb the present condition
of the country,” as if that condition was
8o very satisfactory that it ought not to be
disturbed. He held that they ought to
disturb it—that they were here exactly
for that purpose, and he, for one, would
lift up his voice in every way which
might be calculated to disturb it. What-
ever the leader of the Opposition might
think of the necessity of his amendment,
‘he (Mr. Plumb) differed with him, toto
ceelo, in the proposition he had made.
What the hon. gentleman proposed, he

had had ample opportunity to carry out
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during the last three years. He had
failed to submit any proposition to that
effect, or make any move in the direction
in which he said he was bound to go, in
the event of a deficit occurring. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) had said, on the floor of
the House, that a decrease of revenue
should be met by reduced expenditure.
But Sir John Rose had said the same
thing, and acted accordingly, and it had
been laid down as an axiom, by sound
practical statesmen—not political prigs—
that it would be suicidal, for a Govern-
ment like that of Canada, to allow in-
creasing deficits to accrue. It was all
very well to talk, as the late Finance
Minister talked at Fergus, in July, 1877,
of deficits of 20 years ago,. under the old
Provincial system, and cite them in the
stale tu quoque argument as a justifica-
tion of the course of the late Govern-
ment. Hon. gentlemen understood per-
fectly, that it was necessary, if they
wished to maintain the credit of the
country when there was, unfortunately,
as sometimes there would be, a disturb-
ance of the equilibrium between revenue
and expenditure, so to increase the one,
or decrease the other, as to maintain the
public credit uninjured, and he charged
hon. gentlemen on the opposite side with
having neglected that which was one of
the very first, one of the most funda-
mental principles of public economy and
political science. Look at the amendment
before the House, which affirmed that they
“ were prepared to make ample provision
for the requirements of the public ser-
vice and the maintenance of the public
credit.” He had sat there for the last
ten days, listening to the outpourings of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and had failed
to hear from them the slightest indica-
tion of any policy suited to the present
exigencies of the country. He had
heard them travelling over the record,
arguing upon every possible subject—he
had heard, from one bench to the other,
the echoes of the same stale old stories,
but he had never heard a single scintilla,
or seen a glimpse of anything like a fin-
ancial policy to substitute for the policy
brought down by his hon. friend the
Finance Minister. Until hon. gentlemen
opposite could offer a proper substitute
for it, he (Mr. Plumb) thought that they
might fairly suy they would stand by the
schemo of his hon. friend. He would
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like to have from the Opposition a kernel
of common sense, instead of the worth-
less chaff which they had been winnow-
ing out by the cartload, while fancying
they were discussing the question in
hand. He was astounded when the late
First Minister, on bringing down his
amendment, made the accompanying
speech, introducing it. He (Mr. Plumb)
saw nothing in it which was not probably
within the legitimate right of the leader
of an Opposition, although it fell very
far short of what might have been ex-
pected from him. It exhibited only a
policy of grumbling and fault-finding ;
but there was good reason why that
party should grumble and find fault, for
he thought they had received a castiga-
tion which made them feel a little sore
towards gentlemen on the Ministerial
side. But they, on his side, did not
intend to aggravate the discomforts of
their position ; they were willing to leave
gentlemen in Opposition to accept for
themselves a solution which they were
intelligent enough to understand, or find
out. Hon. gentlemen on the Ministerial
side had to deal with the question of the
credit of this country, which the ex-
Finance Minister, he (Mr. Plumbt) had
almost said, had culpably neglected. His
hon. friend, the present Finance Minis-
ter, came into offize at a critical mo-
ment—when Parliament must be called
together within a very few months—
when the depression which had kept the
country down had lasted gnearly five
years—when they were constantly accu-
mulating deficits, and when he had to
infuse life into the dead body of the pub-
lic credit. He entered office when, for a
large amount of the public debt falling
due in England on the 1st January,
1879, arrangements had instantly to be
made, and when, at the same time, it
Wwas necessary to inaugurate a fiseal
policy, the details of which demand-
ed all his time and attention.
The late Finance Minister had neglected
to provide for the renewal of the debt at
the proper time. It demanded his per-
sonal attention in London, immediately
upon the accession of the present Finance
Minister to office. That hon. gentleman
was compelled to go to England at a
moment the most disastrous in the his-
tory of English commerce for the last 25
or 30 years; upon the failure of one of
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the great banks, upon the shareholders
of which a call of £2,250 had just been
made for every £100 share. The un-
precedented and utterly ruinous magni-
tude of the call would mark the extent
of the disaster, a calamity that had been
followed by the failure of another impor-
tant bank, on the very day the Finance
Minister had advertised for tenders.
The hon. gentleman had been forced to
take action at that time, by the neglect
of the ex-Finance Minister. 1t had
been constantly stated, after the late
election, that there would be no redemp-
tion of the pledges of the Conservative
party. The great organ of the Reform
party in Ontario, which was inspired hy
him who was called by the hon. member
for Lambton the Grand Old Reformer—
who dictated the policy of the Reform
party, and without whom the leaders on
the opposite benches could have no fol-
lowing in Ontario, at least—of whom it
could be said, in regard to the public
men of that Province, who were
almost his puppets : “ A breath unmakes
them, as a breath hath made”—
it seemed good to that great party leader
and dictator to assure the readers of his
newspaper that the Conservatives had
no intention of fulfilling their promises.
The hon. member for Lawmbton, in fact,
who was Mr. Brown’s henchman, had
stated that Sir John A. Macdonald would
as soon establish a Republic as a Pro-
tective policy. The Globe and its echoes
were filled daily after theelection with edi-
torial articles so childish and contradic-
tory that it did not seem possible that they
could affect the minds even of the most
benighted and bigoted Grits. After the
overthrow of the party, which was largely
due to that gentleman’s want of political
instinct, and to the utter incapacity to
understand the direction of public
opinion exhibited by the late Finance
Minister and his colleagues throughout
their short ascendancy, the Globe threw
upon ‘the Conservative party the
responsibility of the decline in the
price of wheat, which had fallen
In  consequence of a close of the
European war, and the unprecedented
large harvest in the United States. The
stentorian voice of the hon. member for
South Brant (Mr. Paterson) echoed the
same strain, in thundering forth a long
row of figures'in respect to the decline in
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prices of bank stocks since the elections.
He held the present Government respon-
sible for the bear movements in Montreal,
,and the effect of the great bank failure in
Scotland and Wales upon the minds of
sensitive shareholders. They were quite
as responsible for the fall, if any had oc-
curred, in the prices of confectionery
and cigars. The Globe also de-
manded an immediate exposition of
the National Policy. 1t could not even
wait until the funeral of its departing
friends in Ottawa had taken place. A few
extracts would illustrate the manner in
which the great organ of the defeated
party dealt with the question after the
battle. On the 9th of October they read
in the leading columns :

« Some one has said, ¢ Blesgsed are they who
expect nothing, for they skall not be disap-
pointed,’ and, evidently, the friends of the
National Policy, as well as its advocates are
preparing and being prepared for receiving
another illustration of this time-hallowed
maxim. For it is not yet a year since Sir
John assured the faithful that what might be
adequate protection for one industry would not
be sufficient for another, and that, consequently,
it would be desirable for those engaged in
each, to meet and consider what they might
need, so that all wishes should be met by the
rulers, who were to be, and who will speedily
be, installed. Itwas intimated distinctly that
those engaged in the different industries
were the best able to say what Customs dues
they needed, in order to be adequately pro-
tected, and what they said should certainly be
done. * * * Now, there is a strong desire to
hark back upon what was said and what was
promised.

« What is there to wait for? Does not Sir
John know what to do? * * * Why wait over
Christmas? Why lose January? * * * There
is some shuffling here——some design to post-
pone, indefinitely, this boon of Protection.
‘We shall not, it seems, get the first instalment
of the things we want, but we shall have the
first instalment of a treacherous betrayal of
our trust instead.”

They were next told, on the 10th of Oc-
tober, the new Government having not
yet formed :

« Conservatives are, with one accord, at-
tempting to back down from their unpleasant
position on the Protection question. Having
secured a lease of power, they are already pro-
posing to throw over everybody and every-
thing they made use of in the contest. * * *
That utterance [Gazette’s], was probably a
feeler, put out to break the news gently to the
Canadian manufacturers, that they had been
swindled into making themselves ridiculous,
in order that 8ir John might get his truly
clean hands into the public chest again. * * *
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We have long ago given up expecting consis-
tency from any Conservative as to this Na-
tional Policy. It isa disgraceful thing that
the hard times still hang on, when Sir John
Macdonald expressly promised that they
should be banished as soon as the Conservd-
tives gained a majority.”

On the 21st October they found this pre-
clous morceau .

« Tt is too bad that the leaders should be
squabbling while the people are starving, capi-
tal idle, manufactures perishing, and work-
men on half time."”’

Again on the 28th:

« In many parts of Canada the crop is, thus
far, not so good as was expected. The
weather was against its being well harvested.
In many cases itis damp and sprung. The
price is low and falling. In the face of such
things, is this a time to palter and delay ?”’

On the 1st November, they read :

« Qur farmers. with a falling market, and no
prospect of immediate revival, have time to
meditate over the vanity of human wishes,
and the unsubstantial character of National
Policy promises.”

They were further assured that the right
bhon. leader of the Government and his
friends were trying to get rid of the Na-
tional Policy :

« We must congratulate our Tory friends
upon the multitude and ingenuity of their at-
tempts to drop off the Protectionist platform,
without exciting an unpleasant amount of
attention from their dupes.

« The Finance Minister, when he attempts
to frame his new tariff, will have a lively
time of it.

« There are delays in forming a National
Policy Government ; there is an evident de-
sire to delay the advent of the National
Policy itself; excuses are being offered ; time
is demanded ; there is a shuffling attempt to
induce others than the half-fledged Adminis-
tration to assume a share in the responsibility
of incubating the National Policy. We can
see no reason for delay ; no need for excuses,
if all is fair and honest ; no justification for,
but much to reprehend in, shuffling.”

The Finance Minister was, at this
time, endeavouring to repair his prede-
cessor’s shuffling, as to which there was
no justification, but much to reprehend.
It would be instructive to follow the
Globe through brake and through brier,
on its will-o’-the-wisp wanderings since
the election. At one moment it assured
them that we were to consume all
we produced, and produce all we con-
sumed ; at another, we were to erect the
Chinese wall along our borders; at
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another, we were to make no change
whatever.  [ts veracious correspondent
in Ottawa, who had attained a first
magnitude in the practice which made
Mendez Pinto proverbial, reported that a
general scale of thirty-five per cent. and
upwards Jad been agreed upon between
Mr. Tilley and those cormorant manu-
facturers who had made such bloated
fortunes during the past five years. A
few days afterwards, in the leading
article of the paper, the truth of this
wildly absurd, and maliciously false
report was gravely assumed, and an
argument was based upon it, intended,
as 1t seemed, to create discontentin
England against a loyal dependency, and
in the United States against peaceful
neighbours, who claimed simply the
right to attend to their own business.
The whole chorus yelped to the same
tune, and they demanded, almost the
day after the election, that the National
Policy should be brought down. They
said it required no ingenuity, that it
could be brought down by any clerk in
public offices ; and they demanded that
his hon. friend, before he was sworn, and
before he had time to assume the duties
of his office, should bring down his
Budget. They all cried out that
the Government and their supporters
were insincere.  Well, he thought the
fact of the opposition made to the reso-
lutions of his hon. friend showed, at
least, that he had fulfilled his side of the
bargain. He might say that every
criticism that he had heard from the
other side, had only tended, in his judg-
ment, to strengthen the public confi-
dence in the resolutions of his hon.
friend. This showed that they were
willing to take the responsibility of a
policy which gentlemen in Opposition
said they never intended to undertake.
There had been a great deal said about
the promises made by his hon. friend the

leader of the Government, and
he should not mnotice some of
the criticisms, were it not
that the late First Minister had

condescended, in his last address to the
House upon this matter, to allude to the
poor, the played-out, exploded canard
circulated in New Brunswick before the
election, that Sir John promised a 35 per
cent. tariff. It was first stated that he
said so at Parkhill, in North Middlesex,
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when he rendered the signal service
which resulted ir the overthrow of the
Reform ascendancy in that Riding and
the election of Mr. Coughlin in the place
of Mr. Scatcherd. If his hon. friend
from Centre Huron were here, he would
comfort him by telling bhim it was a wa-
jority of 800 en the one side, which was
reversed Ly a considerable majority on
the other, as an answer to his argument
about the majorities by which gentlemen
on the right had been returned to this
House. Sir John never said anything cf
the kind at Parkhill. He (Mr. Plumb)
was present and heard every word he
said. Then he was charged with having
said, at Strathroy, the same thing. He
{Mr. Plumb) was present there, and no
such statement was made. The real
foundation of the rumour was a casual
conversation at an informal meeting in
London, where some eavesdropyer heard
and reported to that veracious paper, the
London Advertiser, a statement of Sir
John's, partly true and partly intention-
ally misrepresented. What Sir John
said on that occasion was this :

‘‘In poticing the argument advanced. that the
United Sta’ e« would be offended if Canada raised
her tariff, he pointed outthat Mr Fernando
Wood's proposal to increase the United States
tariff on certain articles to 35 per cent.asa
maximum, was regretted onthe ground that it
was o Free-trade tariff, and he (Sir John) ar-
gued that Canada could not therefore offend
the United States, even if the tariff here was
raised to 35 per cent., because the Americans
had pronounced that rate to belong 1o a Free-
trade tariff.”

That was exactly what he said, and
nothing more ; and he knew, and every
hon.gentleman knew, that if any man hold-
ing the responsible position of Sir John
Macdonald, understanding and valuing, as
he did, the obligations that rested upon
him as the leader of a great party and
as the more than probable Premier who
would hold office after the 17th of
Beptember, should indicate any par-
ticulars of the tariff, he would be
doing an injustice to himself as a
statesman, and betraying the trust of
his party, and the interests of his coun-
try. But, said the Glob:, “1f Sir John
did not suggest 35 per cent., what did he
suggest ¥’ That was the answer, and
that was the whole case. Now, he (Mr.
Plumb) wished to say that he thought, in
every respect, the tariff which had been
73
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brought down by his hon. friend had
fulfilled the expectation of the country.
He had not found anything in it which
could, in the slightest degree, be con-
sidered as disloyal to the great country of
which we were a part, and of which, he
trusted, we were a part that could
not be separated. He failed to
see anything in it which, as was
said by an hon. gentleman on the other
side, could sever the golden link which
hound us to the Mother Country. He
failed to see anything in it except an
attempt—it might be successtul and
might be unsuccessful-—to check the con-
staut encroachments from the opposite
side of the Lorder upon the trade that
legitimately oelonged to England, and to
Canada itsclf. He had looked over the
items in the tariff. He knew that, in
two or three particulars, the tarifi’ would
enhance the imposts leviel upon British
imports ; these, together, weie estimated
by the Finance Mimster to amount to
about $350,000 out of the whole

2,700,000, There would be reductions
also, leaving him $2,150,000, as net
increase. It had been said that, in
respect to the woollen trade under the
new tariff, there would be an additional
burden laid upon English imports. The
Finance Minister thought it was neces-
sary, in dealing with the tariff, to pro-
vide that coarse woollens should be pro-
tected for the benefit of the woollen
manufacturers of this country. Also,
we had in Canada a very large supply of
a kind of wool whigh we ought rather to
use in thiscountry than to be compelled to
sell to the Americany, and to pay them
upon it 10c. per pound duty, and an ad
valorem duty also, which amounted to
three cents more. We should encourage
that manufacture here, and it was
proper that, in discriminating, we
should discriminate in favour of the
finer kinds of cloth which were es-
pecially manufactured in England.
If there had been any partiality shown
in adjusting the tariff, it had been with
the especial intention of giving advan-
tage to England, and the burden would
fall where it belonged. When we used
those cloths, finer woollen fabrics, which
could only be furnished by Englund, it
would be found that we had not increased
the tariff on them, because it would not
benefit our home production, and it was
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perfectly right to adopt this policy. We
had bheard so much about loyalty, so
much that this legislation would be re-
ceived unfavourably in England, that one
would almost be led to suppose that the
only bound bhetween this country and Eng-
land was the bond of pounds, shillings,
and pence ; that the only bond between
the two countries was one that exi-ted

between our consumers and the
manutacturing interest of England.
He did not say that the English
manufacturing  interest was not a

great one, and that it should not be con-
sidered by Colonial legislation, but he
did not at all agree with his hon. friend
from Lambton, in the statement he made
the other night, that we were retrograd-
ing, while the other Colonies were going
on band-in-hand in accord with the Eng-
lish svstem which was inaugurated by
Cobden, Bright, Mill, and gentlemen of
that school  There was already a Pro-
tective tariff to a certain extent, in cer-
tain particulirs, in almost every one of
the Colonies of Great Britain. In the
Australian Colonies, in regard to their
farming interests, there was a Protective
tariff. That policy had been adopted de-
liberately, it had been much discussed,
and there had been changes of Govern-
ment in those Colonies upon that very
policy. He was disposed to think that
there were strong reasons for the adop-
tion of a Protective policy, ultimately, in
England. He could see marked evidences
that her present policy would be changed.
He could not see how the irou interests
in England. for instance, could otherwise
sustain themselves. He ventured to say
that the Erglish ironmasters, and their
workmen, who were out of em-
ployment, would not look  with
favour upou the fact that Belgium could
send to England iron girders and other
heavy kinds of work in competition with
her own iron manufactures of the same
class. Even locomotives of Belgian
manufacture had uzdersold those of Eng-
land for her own railways. He ventured
to say that the discontented population
in Englani would, by-and-bye, ask the
reason why, and call for protection from
that kind of competition, and from the
philosophers who had made it possible.
He lelieved that common sense would

revail against the theories of Mill.
Cobden, Bright, Bastiat or any other
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man whose nostrums had been forced
upon us ad nauseam during the late five
years. A grain of common sense was
worth morethan a pound of theory. He
saw  indications  everywhere  that
it was coming to be considered
to be the first duty of every
conntry to take cave of iteelf, He saw
indications everywhere that it would,
ere long, be recognised as an axiom that
the business of a country belonged to the
people who paid the taxes, who sustained
the Government, who employed the labor,
and who formed the hasis of the wealth of
the country. He could only say this : that,
if we did not desire to be handed over,
bound hand and foot, to the people on. the
other side of the line, we must acknow-
Jedge that Canada belonged to the Cuna-
dians, however much tha: statement
might be denied by hon. gentlemen on
the other side of the House. Why,
where was the loyalty, where was the
super-loyalty of that Grand Old Re-
former who absolubely controlled that
party in On-ario, when, in 1874, he con-
stituted himself an ambassador to the
Uuited States to procurs a renewal of
the Reciprocity Treaty? What would
have been the result of the proposition he
made to the United States in 18741 e
{Mr. Plumb) had made a» calculation
upon the bases of the revenue in 1374
as to what we would have lost if that
treaty had gone into operation. Mr.
Brown proposed to receive largely the
manufactures of the United States, and
every manufacturer in Canada rose up
with the remonstrance that that treaty,
if it went into operation, would abso-
lutely crush out our infant manufactures,
and leave us nothing in the worll, ex-
cept agricultur~, upon which to sustain
ourselves. Under that treaty, all our
skilled labour would have gone to the
United States ; and, not only that, but
tinding, in the first place, that the
United States would not accept an ex-
change of natural pioducts, he enlarged
the bases of his negotiations. He added
Schedules B and C. Schedule B con-
sisted of all kinds of agricultural imple-
ments ; Schedule C, of manufactures of
cotton, cabinet ware, boots and shoes,
machinery, leather manufactures, iron of
all kinds, and other items. These were
to come in duty free. Taking into con-
sideration duties previously collected on
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these articles, which he agreed to receive
from the United States on the free list,
it would have reduced our revenue that
very year $2,300,000. And what did
he provile instead of that? Nothing
whatever. They were coustantly asked
what they would do for revenue, if they
bronght in this Protection tariff proposed
by his hon. friend. ~ What did Mr.
Brown propose, in order to make up the
deficits in the revenue, when he made
this proposition in the face of the great-
est depression that hid ever fallen upon
this country? He proposed to reduce
the revenue, by one stroke, $2,300,00,
according to the imports received that
year ; while his friends in the Ministry
here were trying, with anassiduity worthy
of a better cause, to deplete the failing
Treasury, and the jobbers were intruding
into the veiy fastnesses of the House of
Commous itself. Mr. Brown offcred,
also, to enlarge our main canals within a
period which woull have made it neces-
sary largely to increase our expenditure.
He agreed to build the Caughnawaga
Canal, with fourtzen feet of water on
the mitre sills of its locks, for the ac-
commodation of vessels which were to go
to New York without traushipment;
but he never secured the corvesponding
enlargement of the Chavplain Canal,
leading from Lake Champlain to the
Hudson Kiver, acanal which was not five
feet in depth, and not navigable for boats
of more than forty-five tons burden.
Nor did he stipulate that the channel
of the Hudson, bztween Albany and
New Baltimore, should be deepened—
where an immense outlay, and forty
years of effrt, has failed to ohtain more
than five feet of water at low tide,—and
which would have had to be deepenel to
14 feet for the passage of vessels from
the St. Lawrence. He was going into a
reckless expenditure of ten or twelve
million dollars for the purpose of buying
frow the United States that which thay
were unwilling to s=ll.  And, after he
had made proposition after proposition,
when we wuore to give them everything
_except ourselves und onr natiouality,
they received the propositions and coolly
pus them aside in a pigeon-hole, saying:
‘We don’t intend to grant reciprocity just
now, but we will think of it some day,
and then we will have your offer before
us.  What was the policy of the Hon.
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Mr. Brown then? Was that not stiik-
ing at the connection between England
and Canada?  Was that not an attempt
at severing the golden link, of which they
heard so much ¥ Well, he had heard the
argument upon the floor of this House,
and he had heard arguments in otber
quarters, but they did not prove to him
that there was an enormously sensitive
loyalty on the part of gentlemen on the
other side of the House. He could not

‘see that there was so ureat a contrast

between the loyalty of those gentlemen
and that of the gentlemen who sat to
the right of the Speaker, in fav ur of
the former. He remembered hearing,
year after year, from the late Finance
Minister, the late Minister of the In-
terior, and occasionally from the late
First Minister himself, quotatious fiom
an eminent fiscal authority, a great
American  publicist, Mr. David A,
Wells.  That gen:leman had  been
brought forward here und elsewhere,
upon all occasions, as an authority
for the pulicy which the hon. gentlemen,
who then sat on the Treasury beuches,
wished to persuade them should be adopt-
ed by Canada, Weil, Mr. Wells was an
advanced Free-trader ; he was oue of the
few gentlemnen in the United States who
advocated that doctrine. He was pro-
ninent at every Board of Trade meeting
andbevery general meeting where fiscal
affiirs were discussed ; he was, without
doubt, a very intelligent, very elo-
quent, very able writer upon his
side of the question. They might not
agree with him, but they all acknowledged
that he was in earnest ; but this gentle-
man had only a forlorn hopa2 in the Uni-
ted Stutes. The people in the United
States understood these questions thor-
oughly, and, if they found that Protection
was injurious to their interests, they h.d
the remedy in their own hands in uni-
versal suffrage. Every two years they
voted for members of Congress, and, cor-
tainly, if they desired to change ther
trade policy, it was very easy for them
to do so. His hon. friend the late Fir ¢
Minister ade a very eloquent appesl
to the workingmen of Cunada, at tl.e
Rinkin Toronto, in the turtherance of the
interests of his party—as he had a pei
fect right to do. Helamented the sntfer-
ings of the workingmen under the
Pharaohs, at the time of building tue
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pyramids, and he compared the sufferings
of workingmen, under Tory rule, as he
was pleased to call it, to the poor fellows
who were forced, under their Egyptian
taskmasters, to make bricks without
straw. He alluded to the policy of the
United States, to the ruin that it had
already brought upon that country, and
sail they were committing financial sui-
cide, as rapidly as possible, by adhering
to it. He told them that a certain ex-
ception was made in respect to trade
with Venezuela. He (Mr. Plymb) no-
ticed that, because it was a little out of
the way, and he wondered what lad
made him take the case of Venczuela as
an illustration. The puzzle was finally
solved by a pamphlet published by Mr.
David A. Wells, the authority constant-
1y quoted by the hon. gentleman and his
colicagues. He (Mr. Plumb) found at
the end of that pamphlet the very quota-
tion, or something very near it, that had
been made by the First Minister. He
did not undertake to say the First Minis-
ter endorsed the views of Mr. Wells, but
he (Mr. Mackenzie) introduced him to
the people of Canada as an authority,
and quoted from his writings. The
pamphlet which the lute First Minister
quoted from, und which he must have
read, contained the following paragraph,
which would show what Mr. Wells,in-
tended by the policy which these gentle-
men were so anxious we should adopt.
and which he was so desirous to press
upon the people of the United States.
In a pamphlet published by Mr. Wells,
entitled, “ Why we trade, and how we
trade,” they found the following signifi-
cant paragraphs, on pages 23, 24, 25, 26,
and 27 :

« Tt is desired to annex the British North
American Provinces, and make them a part of
the American Union. We have, a3 a nation,
for long yvars past, in our dealings with Can-
ada, been playing the part of the wind, in the
contest between the wind and the sun in the
fable, to sce which could make the traveller
goonest take off his coat. Suppose, as a nation,
we now, for a while, put aside the rdle of the
wind, and assume the part of the sun. With
the balance of advantage inany amicable con-
test betwcen the two countries for industrial
and commercial betterment so transcendently
on the side of the richer, most populous, and
most powerful nation, it must be a very low
order of statesmanship on the part of the
United States which could not devise and
carry out a poli ;y that, in less than a decade of
years, would make the British Provinces ap-
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plicants of their own accord for incorporation
as States in the American Union, or would en-
able the United States, if it was deemed ex-
pedient, to force them to become such, by the
threat, not of armed compulsion, but ot simply
clouding the sun.

«Thus, to illustrate, let us imagine what
might be. North of Lakes Erie and Ontario,
and the River St. Lawrence, east of Lake
Huron, south of the forty-fifth parallel, and
included mainly within the present Dominion
Province of Ontario, there is as fair a country
as exists on the North American continent;
neariy as large in area as New York, Pennayl-
vania and Ohio combined, and equal, if not
superior, as a whole, to these States in its
agricultural capacity. Itis the natmal habitat
on this continent of the combing-wool sheep,
without a full, cheap and reliable supply of the
wool of which species the great worsteu manu-
facturing interests of the country cannot pros-
per, or, we should rather say, exist. It is the
land where grows the finest barley, which the.
brewing interest of the United States must
have if it ever expects to rival Great Britain
in its present annual export of over cleven
million of dollars’ worth of malt products. It
raises and grazes the finest of cattle, with
qualities especially desirable to make good the
deterioration of stock in other scctions ; and
its climatic conditions, created by an almost
encirclement of the great lakes, especially fit
it to grow men,

‘“Such a country is one of the greatest gifts
ot Providence to the human race, better than
bonanzas of silver, or rivers whose sands con-
tain gold.”

Between the late Finance Minister and
Mr. Wells and the Chicago T'ribune, a
trio of enthusiastic Free-traders, a
mutual admiration - society  existed,
Mr. Wells quoted Mr. Cartwright, and
Mr. Cartwright quoted Mr. Wells, and
the Chicago Z'ribune quoted both, and
patted them lovingly on the back.
Under the paragraphs just quoted, from
the pamphlet of Mr. Wells, in a foot note,
he said :

«The extent to which Canada is necessarily
dependent upon the United States for prosper-
ity, is well illustrated by the following extract
from the Budget speech of the Minister of
Finance, the Hon. Richard Cartwright, before
the Canadian House of Commons, February,
1875.”

Then followed a sample of the late
Finance Minister's eloquence, with
which they were all tolerably familiar,
And the late Finance Minister addressed

a great Reform demonstration im
Norfolk, held at Simcoe, on the
21st of September, 1877. Speeches,
they were told, were also made

there by Mr. Charlton, Mr. Mackenzie,
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Mr. Mowat, Mr. Huntington and Mr.
Rymal. Mr. Oliver, Mr. Irving, Mr.
Thompson, of Haldimand, Col. Skinner,
Mr. Clark,and Ur. Baxter were there;
but as far as could be learned, thore
eloquent expounders of Reform prin-
ciples were speechless on that occasion.
The Finance Minister was reported to
have said, vide Globe, October 16 —he was
speaking of the ruin of the United States,
of course :

«The lessons which have been taught cannot
have been wholly lost on the American people.
They are setting about in real earnest to find,
as David Wells puts it, the way to regain true
naticnal prosperity, on a true and stable basis.
Mr. David Wells, one of the ablest and most
scientific thinkers in the United States, we
find proving to his countrymen most conclu-
sively that, had they had Free-trade with the
people of Canuda, itis more than probable
their trade with Canada alone would have
excelled their whele volume of foreign exports
at present.  And. proceeding to puint out to
them the extreme folly they had committed,
and bearing also high testimony to the great
natural resources we possess—a testimony
which it would be well for every Canadian to
beur in mind—even at therisk of tiring some
of you, I cannot refrain from reading his re-
marks on the condition of the Province of
Ontario.”

The hon. gentleman then read or recited
part of the forcgoing extract from Mr.
‘Wells, beginning carefully at ¢ North of
Lakes Erie and Ontario,” and ending
with, “8uch a country is one of the
greatest gifts of Providence to the human
race, better than bonanzas ,f silver, or
rivers whose sands containffgold.” At
Teeswater, where the late President of
the Council, vice Cauchon prcmoted,
uttered his swan song, the late Finance
Minister also imiproved the occasion, :nd
said, if the Globe’s report of November 5th
could be depended upon :

“I cannot resist the temptation of reading
to you a few words written. by an American
economist, who was once @& Protectionist. but
who has been converted, and is now known as
a very earnest Free-trader. You will not think
any the worse of him, when I say that his name
is Wells, and Mr. Wells, referring to the Pro-
vince of Ontario, speaks as follows.”

Then followed the same extract, with

the same cunning and  careful
avoidance of the beginning and
the end of the argument. This,

thep, was the high authority whose
policy had been persistently recommend-
€d by the gentlemen on the other side of
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the House, and it came with bad grace
from them now to charge his hon. friends
with doing anything that would be likely
to sever the golden bond that existed
hetween us and England. He (Mr.
Plumb) thought that very extract showed
what the ulterior motive of American
Free-traders was. They wished to force
Canada into a position which would en-
able them to take possession of this coun-
try. He believed that every man in the
House who had studied the question
was satisfied that the union which exist-
ed between Canada and England could
not be severed without violence. He
had never heard of England parting vol-
untarily with but one of her colonies,
and thit was one she held as a quasi-
trust—the Jonian Islands. He believed
that we had a right to self-government
under the responsible system, and he be-
lieved that England wished to concede to
us the largest hiberty consistent with that
system and piinciple. He did not be-
lieve any estrangement between England
and Canada would resule from this pro-
position of his hon. friend in the direc-
tion of bringing Canada out of the
slough of despond in which she
had been plunged by the incompe-
tency of the gentlemen who preceded the
present Ministry. Anything that in-
creased our prosperity increased onr abil-
ity to purchase irom Englund. The
trade followed the flag, and, therefore,
the paltry addition of $550,010 to tariff
items, which might possibly fall upon
English manufactures, for the benefit of
Canada, could not be denounced as any-
thing disloyal. Hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House never should
have made that charge, and it never
should have been reiterated in the news-
papers. He (Mr. Plamb) hurled the
charge back with indignation and scorn
on those who had been pleased to bring
it forward as a political argument. This
tariff had been made for the purnose of
preventing $25,000,0600 or $26,000,000
of gold going from us to the United
States yearly. Our imports from the
United States were $23,510,846 worth
of dutiable, and $27,801,823 worth of
free articles, for the fiscal year 1877, and

$23,438,053 worth of dwtiable, and

$25,163,636 worth of free articles for
the year 1878. Nearly two-thirds of
the free goods came into direct competi-
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tion with our agricultural products.
Goods valued at s me fourteen and a
quarter millions of dollars came in each
year under the 17} per cent. list. Many
of the articles we could and ought to
manufacture here in Cuanada ; nearly all
of them represented skilled labour and
capital profitably employed. In return,
the United States took from us products
valued at twenty-five millions, one half
of which was farm product, and = fifth
was the product of the forest. It all
represented the least remunerative form
of labour, and the smallest return for capi-
tal. For the privilege of paying for half
of our annual imp rts in this costly way,
we paid an average duty on the American
frontier of at least twenty-five per cent.,
and the resulting balanee of twenty-three
millions or more, we must pay in hard
cash. It was estimated that on the
articles imported from 1he United
States, paying 17} per cent. and
over ad walorem, the invoices and
valuations actually reduced the duty
to 10 per cent. or less ; but most of the
kind of products we sent across the border
could not be so undervalued. The great
shrinkage in values also, on the general
list of manufactures, rendered it certain
that, in quantity, our imports from the
United States bad constantly and largely
increased to an extent far beyond the
figures in our annual returns. Now,
from Great Britain, our free imports had
declined from $.5,287,217, in 1874, to
$5,291,397 in 1878, while the 17} per
cent. list had fallen from $39,572,596, in
1874,to the startling figureof $24,245,295
in 1878 ; and upon this list, except in
two or three leading articles, our neigh-
bours across the line had been steadily
supplanting their trade under the policy
so vehemently persisted in by the hon.
gentlemen opposite. If they questioned
this state of things, forsooth, the loyalty
cry was raised amoug gentlemen, many
of whom subscribed to a certain party
platform in Quebec, a few years ago,
having annexation as vne of the planks ;
gentlemen who did not hesitate to place
in a most responsible position in the
Ministry one who had threatened to tear
down the British flag from the citadel
of Halifax, and who instidled into
the ears of the people of Canada
everywhere the insidious teachings of
David A. Wells and his school,

Mze. PLoas.
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the tencency of which had been clearly
shown, and was frankly and openly ac-
knowledged by those earnest ¥Free-
traders. He (¥r. Plumb) was not
speaking in I ostility to those gentlemen,
or to the people of the United States
generally. They were shrewd enough
to know the advantages of their legisla-
tion. He had no idea that this tariff
would be received as hostile. It was un-
worthy of our statesmen to say they
were afraid that our legislation might be
met Wwith opposition by our American
neighbours. There were gentlemen in
the House who were tuo blind to see the
benefits that accrued from PFrotection.
There were others who did see it, but
wilfully hoodwinked themselves.
«They know the right, and they approve it
too ;
They see the wrong, and yet the wrong
pursue.”

Hon. gentlemen, by the course they
pursued last Session, sealed their death-
warrants. They disregarded the plainly-
expressed wishes of the people, and the
result was shown on the 17th of
September. It was not by false
promises, as hon. gentlemen had been
pleased to assert, that the present Gov-
ernment had succeeded at the late elec-
tions. The people had had experience
of the value of the promises of hon.
gentlemen opposite, and they measnred
them on September 17th at their true
value. Han. gentlemen need not lay
the flattering unction to their souls that
there was likely to be avy reaetion in
their favour, or that the National Policy
was unpopular with the masses. - They
need not try to believe, for a moment,
that what they said about the pending
ruin to the manufacturer and the
labourer, and the other interests, was
going to be accepted by the  people.
The people had &eclared that they would
sustain this policy. The argument had
been exhausted during the campaign.
The issue was a direct one.  The people
fully understood what this policy mesnt.
It meant that they were mot only to
have cheap food, but something to buy
it with ; not only cheap clothing, but
the wherewith to procure it. The legis-
lation here to-day was for the poor man,
and not for the rich man. The idéa - of
the Grit party, that his hon. triends
were blind to their interest, and that they
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were legislating for privileged classes,
was absurd. Hon. gentlemen opposite
knew very well the policy the Government
had adopted was the policy the country
would endorse. They knew perfectly
well that they had taken the downward
track, not, perhaps, with deliberation ;
bot they blindly followed a blind leader,
lacking political prescience, and who never
could comprehend anything beyond his
own prejudiced opinion that the whole
people of this country could be hood-
winked day after day by the publications
in the press of his party. The agricul-
turists had been forced to raize nothing,
by the policy of that dictator, but cereals.
They were prevented from having a pro-
fitable rotation of crops. The dictator,
who had sometimes been called the
wrecker, and his followers, professed to
have the farming interests under their
especial charge. How did they foster
them? By placing a tax of 72c. a bushel
on malt. That killed the barley crop.
On our wheat a duty of 20c. per
bushel was levied on the other side of
the line; no duty was put on American
wheat, and we were compelled to export
ours when we had no surplus. Oats
were interfered with by the vast produc-
tion of the Western States, and he knew
& case where two vessels, from Michigan
or Wisconsin, came into the harbour of
Sarnia, whete the late First Minister
resided, and, placing a large quan-
tity of oats on the market,
lowered t'e price five or six
cents a bushel on market day, to the
great disappointment and loss of the
farmers who had vats for sale there. The
late Finance Minister often said that he
desired that our people should return to
agricultural pursuits, He vehemeatly
denounced the gathering together of com-
munities in cities and towns. Agricul-
ture, he (Mr. Plumb) acknowledged, was
the basis of onr wealth, but everybody
knew that it paid a lower return for the
capital and for the manual labour em-
ployed, than any other pursuit. Every
man could not, or might not, wish to be
a farmer, and no country was prosperous
that did not possess a diversity of in-
terests. The Government proposed that
Canada should have all the benefits
‘which the most favoured countries en-
Joyed. They did not believe that the
Americans, as the Globe asserted, monopo-
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lised all the ingenuity, ard perseverance,
and inventive genius on this continent,
but that Canada could successfully chal-
lenge them to friendly competition in all
these respects. It was the duty of every
Government to endeavour to give diver-
sified employment to its people, to keep
its intel ligeu{, active young men at home
by giving them plenty of work, and he
holieved that the policy that his hon.
friend proposed would have this effect.
Mr. Steinway, the manufacturer of
pianos, on being told that this tariff
would shut ouv his pianos from Canada,
said he would set 400 men at work here,
and thus try to keep possession of our
market in a way that we desired.
The people who wanted our market must
come here and manufacture for it, pay
their porsion of our taxes, support our
Governmeut, employ our labour, and buy
our farmers’ produce. It mattered very
little to the farmers whether there was a
duty more or less on the acticles which
they consumed, provided they could have
a home market. If manufacturing cen-
tres were built up in their midst, the rise
in the value of their lands and their
crops would more then compensate for
any ftrifling tax that might be put on
them, and, after all, the only alternative
to this tariff was to resort to direct tax-
ation, as the late Finance Minister
shadowed forth when he said that if
there was any convenient way of levying
an income tax after the maunner of Fing-
land, he would feel inclined to resort to
it. Any man would have been recreant,
as a member of the Government, repre-
senting the Liberal Conservative party, if,
in making that scheme of taxation, be
had not special regard to the strug-
gling industries of Cunada. The hon.
gentlemen opposite had made their tomb.
They stated there might be a reaction in
their favour, but they caught at a very
little gleamn of hope. He could tell them,
in the words of the hackneyed quotation :
# Facilis decensus Averni,

Sed revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad

auras,
Hic labor, hoc opus est,”

Which he would venture to translate very
freely :
«The engine may rush #s down grade to
Avernus ;

The steam may give out when it tries to
return us.”
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And be prayed, in the best interests of
Canada, that it might be many a long
_year before the hon. gentlemen opposite
got back to the upper world from the
political Avernus into which they had
descended.

Mg. KILLAM said he dgemed it his
duty to enter his protest, as a member of
this House, against the policy of the
Government, a policy which seemed to
him to have been conceived without due
intelligence of the subject, and to have
been brought forth without a proper dis-
interested regard for the wants of the
<country. There was no reason why,
while the members of the Opposition
did not think of being able to defeat
this policy on the next division, they
should not criticise that policy, at least
in a moderate degree, and suggest
amendments or improvements which
might commend themselves to hon.
gentlemen opposite in such a way as to
lead to modifications of that portion
which might be found wmost injurious to
the country. In was in that view that
he rose the other evening to ask a few
questions of the hon. the Finance Min-
ister, and he thought the hon. the Fi-
nance Minister was not altogether fair
when he spoke of his acting rather trom
a spirit of factious opposition than a de-
sire to gain information. He had risen
on that occasion purely to gain informa-
tion on points on which the people of this
country, more especially those of the
constituency he had the honour to repre-
sent, were greatly interested, and con-
cerning which his hon. friend must, he
was sure, have been approached from
time to time by very powerful delega-
tions. He would refer to those points
later on, but must say that, in referring
to them, he was actuated by no desire to
offer any factious opposition to the hon.
gentleman. He had listened with great
attention to the remarks of the hon.
member for Halifax (Mr. Richey) that
evening. Having known of the hon. gen-
tleman for many years, he was qnite pre-
‘pared to hear from him a brilliant orator-
1cal display. His speech, as a display of
rhetoric, was something to be proud of,
and reflected credit on bis Province. Hais
acquaintance wWith the works of Daniel
‘Webster brought forth great applause,
but still, though proud of the
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bon. gentleman’s oralory, he felt bound
to say, with regard to his speech,
that, instead of dealing with the practical
question, it was full of the most crude
generalities, and showed too little practi-
cal acquaintance with the subject for a
gentleman representing a constituency
such as his. The hon. gentleman could
not résist the temptation of telling the
House a little about his election. He
wanted to call their attention to some re-
marks which appeared in some local pa-
per on the opposite side of politics, and
the only reason he gave for referring to
them, was that some newspaper stated,
the night hefore the election, that electors
bad better not vote for the Conservative
oandidate, becavse if the Conservative
Government, got into power, they would
impose duties varying from 55 to 100
per cent. on. certain articles. That paper
was right, but the people that deserved
reprovation wete those who said that no
such duties would be imposed. When
the telegram was sent by the hon. the
leader of the Government, stating that
there would be no increase of taxation,
but simply a readjustment of the tariff,
who was right on that oceasion, the
newspaper that condemned him, or the
hon. gentleman who said this additional
taxation would not be imposed? He
would like to refer to some matters
of practical import, whiche he thought
would be useful. He had always
been a strong advocate of improving
our channels of inter-communication,
and he looked with the deepest regret
upon the policy which tended to prevent
traffic and throw obsiacles in the way of
trade. He was surprised when the hon.
the Finance Minister proposed s duty of
15¢. on wheat, for which not a single rea-
son was advanced. It would prove an
injury to the millers, many of whora had
informed him that this tax would ruin
their business. It would put an obstrue-
tion on the carrying trade. He would
like to know what spité the Government
had against Kingston, Montreal and
Toronto, that it should take away from
them their trade with the west? The
Government obstructed the traffic in
wheat, and put a duty on coal, so that
our railways, steamboats and canals
would be as little used as possible. This
was one of the most important questions
in relativn to this tariff that could be
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raised, and he hoped, before the matter
was finally settled, that hon. gentlemen
might yet take it upon themselves to
make somne alteration in this respect.
The shipowners of Quehec, Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick could stand it, if
the carrying trade were taken away from
Canada. If the grains of the west were
not to be permitted to be shipped from
Montreal and Quebec, no doubt they
would find other outlets. Other coun-
tries would ship their products, and the
Canadian shipping would be engaged in
carrying them ; still it seemed wrong that
we should be preventea from carrying
these goods from our own country di-
rectly. He was amused at the deep
sympathy expressed by the Finance Min-
ister with shipowners, which consisted
in doubling their taxes, and then taking
off a quarter of them. He propoused,
with a self-satisfied look, to build a
Chinese wall around this country, to say
wao should not buy from anybody except
ourselves ; and if we did not buy {rom
others, we could not sell to them. He
was going to adopv a policy which, if it
were carried out in every country, would
entirely do away with the necessity of
ships. What was the trade between
China, with 350 millions of inhabitants,
and Japan, with 40 millions? To-day
there was no international trade between
these countries. The hon. gentleman
would build up such a wall between us
and the United States, that the one
would not buy from the other, and, that
consequently, neither ships nor other com-
munication would be required between
them. The hon. member for Niagara, who,
in his long speeches, seldom said anything
that wasremembered, said, to-day : “Pro-
tect us against American commerce.”
That had been the tone of the tariff
from beginning to end. He would give
one instance of the effect of this tariff on
the trade of the Maritime Provinces.
The hon. the Minister of Finance pro-
Posed to impose a duty on corn and flour
The absurdity of this proposition— if he
might be perwitted to use the word, and,
of course, he used it from his own point
of view—could not be better shown than
by_the following instance: A vessel left
Prinoe Edward Island in the fall, with a

- cargo of potatoes for New York ; the
vessel sold her potatoes at a remunera-
tive price, and the owner wanted to get
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freight back. Last fall, he could have
had, for return freight, 1,000 barrels of
meal, by which he would gain, perbaps,
$150—a small matter, perhaps, when
compared with the millions spoken of in
this tariff—but, according to this tariff,
he would not be able to m ke even that
small amount of profit. He had either

to come away from New York in
ballast, or else pay the - duty on
the corn. In the one case, if he

brought back 1,000 barrels of cornmeal,
he paid $400 duty ; and. on the other, he
lost $150 freight. In the case of coal
and plaster, carried to the United States:
supposing a vessel went from Windsor
to an American port with plaster, the

captain wanted a return cargo of
anthracite coal; bat  now he
could not bring it without pay-

ing a duty that, with the freight, would
render the coal unsaleable, on account of
the price which would have to be de-
manded for it. The tariff system about
being inaugurated was most destructive
in every particular, aad could not be
defended on any reasonable grounds.
Then, what was said ip favour of the
fishermen? A large number of fisher-
men, owning their own vessels, took their
ish to American ports to sell, and
brought back flour and different articles
used by them, which they desired to
purchase where cheapest made ; bxt now
they would lose the benefit they had pre-
viously of buying in a cheap market, as,
with the new duties, they could not have
these return cargoes, without, in the
end, paying as much, if not more,
for these articles than if they bought them
in the West, and paid a heavy freight
to get them home. That was a benefit
that would not be appreciated by the
fishermen. The same thing occurred in
the West India trade. Vessels went from
Nova Scotia to the West Indies with
cargoes of fish and lumber, bulky car-
goes ; and, if unable to gel return car-
goes, tried to obtain freight to the United
States, if possible, and then they looked
for return cargoes to Nova Scotia ; but
under this policy, they would be com-
pelled to return empty from the United
States. It would interfere with every
branch of trade. A duty had Leen put
upon coal coming from the United
States, which would be very detrimental
@ the manufacturers of this country.
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They had in the Maritime Provinces a
number of factories which used anthra-
cite coal, and now, of course, they would
have to pay more than heretofore for it.
They would have to pay more for their
iron also. He was amused, the other
night, at reading in the Toronto Mail an
account of interviews with gentlemen
belonging to firms doing business in the
West in the manufacturing of iron
goods. Mr. Gurney, Toronto, said :

¢ Present indications point to a full year's
trade, as the new tariff will give us the outly-
ing markets, such as Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick and Manitoba, which had heretofore been
largely supplied from Baltimore and Massa-
chusetts.”

Messrs. Gurney, Hamilton, said :

« That, after paying the increased duty on
imported iron, and other materials used in the
manufacture of stoves, they would be benefit-
ted to the extent of a net protection of nearly
5 per cent. over thatafforded by the old tariff.
This advantage will be the means of increas-
ing trade with the Maritime Provinces, which
is now nearly controlled by Boston manufac-
furers.”

That was something entirely new to him,
and if those gemtlemen were fair speci-
mens of the manufacturers of Ontario,
and if they based their hopes of profits
on so small grounds, they would be very
sorry they ever talked to hon. gentlemen
about Protection. He fonnd that, during
the fiscal year ending the 31st June last,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia im-
ported $108,000 worth of stoves and iron
castings from the United States, while
the iron-founders of those two Provinces
had produced $1,500,000 more. And

these hon. gentlemen were flatter-
ing the manufacturers of Toronto
and Hamilton with  the idea

that they were going to make their
fortunes; owing to the increased number
of stoves they would manufacture, to
supply the demand from the Maritime
Provioces ; increasing their number of
bands, and extending their business, and
all this to secure the $10%,000 trade of
those Provinces, over $70,000 of which,
for that year, was due to the increased
trade brought by the St. John fire. The
hon. gentleman had been called upon by
almost every indusiry in the country,
but he (Mr. Killam) ventured to say
that very few of them had asked him to
reduce the duties. He was of opinion
there should be no duty on iron ; but he

M=e. KiLram.
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supposed that, before the tariff had gone
through the House, modifications would
be made in it. In his (Mr. Killam's)
county an enterpriss had been started
for the purpose of manufacturing artifi-
cial stone, which was usetul for a great
many things, for inside and outside
work in buildings, for pavements, ete. ;
bat all they got from this tariff was a
double duty on cement, their raw mate-
rial.  He was sure the parties
were very much obliged to the Gov-
ernment for their kind consideration.
Then there was another article which
was produced down there, namely, oil-
cloth. In his county, and other counties
in Nova Scotia, orders were given to cer-
tain families, in the fall of the year, to
manufactme oil-cloth for the fishermen,
There were large manufactories of them
in the United States, but they had got
into the way of mnaking them in his Pro-
vince. These were protected by taxing
the cotton, thread, buttons, and linseed-
oil used in the manufacture. Probably
if a delegation came up, the Finance
Minister would put a higher duty on oil-
cloths from the United States. These
were comparatively small matters, but
they represented a principle which could
be applied to larger transactions. While
there had been so much sympathy of alt
sorts expressed for the wanufacturing
and producing interests, he had heard
very little said about the fishermen.
What had been done for them, but to
tax them? The hon. gentieman said
that these fishermen were quite as will-
ing to be taxed as auwy other class of the
community. So they were, but they were
not willing to be taxed out of propor-
tion to other classes. They were taxed
for everything that they used. Did hon.
gentlemen think that this tariff was
going to produce larger matkets? They
said that there was a balance of trade
constantly against Canada ; but it was
not 8o much the balance of trade between
this country and others, as the balance
of trade which existed in this demand,
which was caused by compelling them to
buy so extensively from Canadians when
they could sell nothing in return. They
could not help that, bowever, and had tb
settle down to this state of affairs; bat,
when they were becoming reconciled to
the condition of things, hon. gentlemen
stepped in and taxed the fishermen in
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every possible way, and did not help
them in the least. The Finance Minis-
ter told them that tte recompense they
got for all this was free salt, which they
never had to pay any duty upon.
was nothing abous salt duties, except
the inconvenience and injury to the
shipping trade, by preventing shipown-
ers from bringing salt occasionally
in place of ballast, that was the ouly
thing he saw in the salt duftes. He was
prepared to state that the duties imposed
by this tariff, on materials used in ships,
would be greater than ever, and with the
increase, cost of labour, and materials,
which it was impossible to bring in and
put in bond, the shipbuilding interest
would be very much damaged.

Mz. TILLEY : How did they do it
in old Canada? They gave the draw-
back and had no trouble.

Mgz. KILLAM suid he was going to
show that there would be a great deal of
difficulty. If the builder was obliged to
import the costly articles he wanted, and
was not allowed to get a drawback on any
move than heused in the particularship for
which they were imported, he must be a
larger capitalist than at present, to lend
the Government so much money, or lay
outof il a certain time, to his injury.
What was to be done? A foundry man
brought, for example, iron from Phila
delphia, some from Glasgow, and some
from the Londonderry Steel Works, and
made a ship's stove. 'Was there to be a
drawbuck in this case? They were told
by those makers that they were to have
higher prices for their materials. All
those things went to make up the cost of
the ship. Well, it was impossible, under
the hon. gentleman’s systew, to get the
drawback. A premium was actually
given under the system to importers, as
against the manufacturers of articles for

ghip’s wuse in our own country.
There was no provision for a
drawback to  counterbalance  the

increased cost of many articles wanted,
partly home-made and partly foreign.
‘The cost of materiais would very much
-more than counterbalance the prupused
drawback. Inctead of gaining the sym-
pathy of the shipuuilding interests, he
bas achieved quite the contrary. They
might see occasionally, in some of the
newspaper telegrams, such as these:
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Effect of the National Policy; ships
going to be launched in four months ; 60
men to be employed in finishing, &c. ;
but he fancied, when the shipbuilders
came to find out the amoufiv of draw-
back they were going to get, they would
not be so loud in praise of the Lon. the
Finance Minister. He desired to say,
before sitting down, that he believed the
tariff was not calculated to serve the in-
terests of the country. While it might be
necessary to place the amount of the
present taxes on the people, insteml of
practising economy, this particulor tariff
was not suited to their interests,
bLecause it pressed too heavily on
particular localities, inter'ered with trade
and comnmnierce, and would prove injurious
to the mass of the pecple, while benefit-
ting only a few not entitled to that con-
sideration.

Mr. POPE (Queen’s, P. E. I.) said he
did not wish to make a speech, but he
had a little intelligence to announce to
the leader of the Opposition and his
friends, who had endeavoured to con-
vince the House and ths country that
the people of the Mauritime Provinces
would be injured, ard the Province of
Prince Edward Island destroyed, by the
tariff. The local elections in that 1sland
had just been held, the National Policy
being, of course, the greatest question
discussed. It was said the country
was to be ruined, on account of the
heavy taxes imposed Ly the Conservative
Government at Ottawa ; however, he was
happy to say that the Local Conservative
Government, who supported the National
Policy, was returned by 25 against 5.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was the
first time he ever heard a Cabinet Min-
ister make such an announcement. If
the hon. gentleman had no m~re sense of
the dignity of his own position, he
might, at least, have some respect for the
Cabinet of which he was a member.

Mer. BOWELL said he rose to a point
of order. The hon member for Lawbton
rose and commenced addressing the
House, while the hon. the Minister of
Marine was speaking, and he only yielded
the floor in courtesy to that hon. gentle-
man

Mz. POPE (Queen’s, P.E.1.) said that
be did not think there was anything
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more pertinent to the quostion hefore the
Hous: than the announcement just
made, nor did he think it derogatory to
his position as a Minister or to the
Government. The tariff was the pro-
minent quesiion in the Island.

Mz. TILLEY : It had been referred
to by the hon. gentleman who spoke last.

Mg. POPE said yes, and he had been
spoken of in the House as formerly the
champion Free-trader. He still enter-
tained those opinions, but he wanted real
Free-trade, and not a trade permitting
the free entry into Canada of almost all
the patural prodictions of a country
that taxed everything exported to it
from the Dominion. The whole trade
of the Dominion amounted to about
$96,000,000, of which about $51,000,000
was with the TUnited States. Out
of that $27,000,000 worth entered
Canada free, the whole of the free
goods from all other countries being only
about $6,000,000. He did not call that
Free-trade of a kind usetul to this coun-
try. The people in Prince Edward
Island felt that as long as they gava the
Americans nearly the whol+ of their
trade, allowing their products to come
here free, while they taxed the Canadian,
they should never get reciprocity, and it
was reciprocal Free-trade they wanted,

and not so much Protection. They
wanted the United States market
for their oats, barlev and other

products, and believed that the only
possible way of obtaining that natural
market, was to let the Americans see
that it was their interest to reciprocate
with Canadians. So long as they gave
the Americans everything and got
nothing in return, so long would matters
remain as at present. This tariff pro-
vided that, so soon as the Americans re-
ciprocated in the exchange of natural
productions, so soon would their pro-
ducts Le admitted into Canada free.
Unless they could get reciprocal Free-
trade on fair and honest terms, he was
prepared to go for a hostile tariff on
American goods, in the hope that they
should obtain reciprocity. He had put
the matter fairly before his constituents,
and stated, with a view to bring about
reciprocity, that they were quite prepared
to put a duty on flour, corn meal, and
other farm products from the States, so
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that it they did not get reciprocity, they
would probably get some revenue out of
a tariff’ like this one. He did not want
retaliation upon the Americans, but only
fair play. The atta~k made on him by
the hon. member for Lambton, for his
announcement of the result of the
Island elections, was uncalled for. He
thought his statemeunt entirely in place,
heing also the strongest evidence that
the policy of the Government, of which
he was a member, was endorsed by the
people of whom he had the honour to
represent.

Mgr. MACKENZIE said he had ob-
served that the conduet of the hon. gen-
tleman, as a member of the Cabinet, in
getting up during a solemn discussion on
the tariff and announcing in a formal
way as a Minister, the result of a local
political contest in his own Province,
was an event unprecedented in that
House. Nothing could be more impro-
per than his attempting to bring into that
House his local petty politics. That
hon. gentleman said that he had alluded
to him and to the Island politics. He
(Mr Muckenzie) had made no allusion
to them ; but the course pursued by the
hon. gentleman and some others towards
himself, as the advocate of agrevenue
tariff, and, as far as possible, "to Free-
trade on the Island, he had alluded
simply to the hon. gentlewan in that ca-
pacity, but never made the slighest allu-
sion to the domestic politics of that Pro-
vince or any other. But the hon. gen-
tleman said he was not threatening the
United States. He (Mr. Mackenzie)

wus delighted to hear it, and was
sure it would be a great relief
to the TUnited States to know

that he did not intend to threaten
them. They must have felt appalled by
the tariff introduced for the purpose of
crushing them. No doubt the 45,000,000
in the United States had been trembling
in their boots for fear of the consequences
of the tariff of thisformidahle Government,
It might be well if the hon. geuntleman
could assure the people of Great Britain
that there was no harm intended them.
Why did he quiet the apprehensions of
the United States, and not those*of
Great Britain also, which admitted all
Canadian goods free, although there was
an amount levied against her exceeding
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that of any foreign nation, regardless of
all considerations of fair play and grati-
tude ? The hon. gentleman, looking
down from his exalted position on the
nations of the eartk scattered areund his
feet, ought surely to have a kind word
for that great country to which Canada
belonged. Was that the course to be
puarsued by this wonderful and powerful
Government ¥ The hon. gentleman who
introduced his Budget did not appear,
from the aiscussion, to understand it
himselt. No speech that had been made
on the opposite side but consisted, as to
nine-tenths of it, of abuse of the previous
Governwent. The hon. gentleman who
spoke before the hon. member for Yar-
mouth spent two hours in the most
violent and absurd declamaticn that ever
was heard ; and that was the method
in which the arguments used on the
Opposition were to be met by hon.
gentlemen on the Ministerial side. If
such arguments and such statements as
these were the means by which they ex-
pected to create and maintair public
opinion, they had a most contemptible
estimate of the intelligence of the
country.

Mzr. BRECKEN said he had listened
with surprise to the hon. the leader of
the Opposition, and tho.ght it was ex-
ceedingly improper and unbecoming in
that hon. member, that he should have
spoken in the contemptuous language in
which he had just indulged towards the
representaiives and people of Prince
Edward Island. He had respect for that
hon. member, who, by his ability, bad
attained the leadership of his party. He
regretted that the first time he (Mr.
Brecken) rogse, and in discharge of his
duty in that House, had to submit to a
taunt from the ex-Premier, because he
alluded, in his speech, to the valuable
services of the First Minister in the mat-
ter of the Washington Treaty and the
Fishery Award. He was told by Mr.
Mackenzie that he had come from a little
island in the East, where they were an
ignorant lot. Such conduct on the
part of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, reminded him of a certain definition
of political gratitude ; it was defined as
“aa utt.r oblivion of political favours
received, and a livelv anticipation of fav-
ours to come.” He remembered the
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time, not a decade ago, when the
hon. member owed his official posi-
tion as Prime Minister of the
Dominion to the vote of the representa-
tives of the Province of Prince Edward
Island—that he now speaks so sneeringly
of. Whether his hon. friend the Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries was recular
in waking the announcement of the re-
sult of the elections in Prince Edward
Tsland or not, it was not for him to s1v;
but bz (Mr. Brecken) was not a Minister
of the Cabinet, like his hon. colleague,
and was not tramwmelled with red tape.
While, at the same time, he had th~ most
profoind respect for the hon. the Sp aker
and the House, he must again repeat that
when he heard the hon. Mr.
Muckenzie indulge in the language
to which the House had just lis-
tened, he thought that the great
leader of the Liberal party in this House,
the people’s representative and triend,
woulid have found,in the echo of the pub-
lic voice of the people of Prince Edward
Island, pronouncing on a great public
question, a sound that would be sweet
mausic to his ear. The hon. the leader of
the Opposition and the ex-Finance Min-
ister, had the opportunity of making
speeches on the National Policy ; they
had criticised the policy of the Finance

Minister, and had, as he (Mr.
Brecken) believed, laboured  hard
to misrepresent it ; yet the very

free and independent electors of the
Island he came from, and who had made
him Premier of Canada, had recorded
their votes in favour of the Government
policy, against the sophistries of the Op-
position. The hon. the leader of the
Opposition had styled the announcement
made by the hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, of the result of the recent
elections in the Island, as outrageous and
offensive. The leader of the Opposition
reminded him of what was said ubout
Beau Brummel. He was once asked if
he liked vegetables, and he said, “ No,
he had once eaten a pea, and it disagreed
with him.” The Hon. Mr. Mackenzie
wag almost as fastidious. If the Island
verdict had been for the policy of the
Opposition, the people wou!d have been
spokenof asan intelligent and independent
people. They had been deluded fur a
sime, but had seized the first opporsunity

to shake off the shackles of Gritism. They
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had repented, and had publicly read their
recantation, and now that the leader of
the Opposition had lost their support
forsooth, he said, *“ that the announce-
ment just made was an insult to the
House.” The electors of Prince Edward
Island were as free and intelligent a com-
manity as there was to be found from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. The leader
of the Opposition was terribly discon-
certed at this alleged outrage, he was a
syberite and it disturbed his rosy bed.
It was a shame for the hon. member who
called himself a Liberal and the leader
of a Liberal party, to stand up in Parlia-
meut among the free representatives of a
free people, and say that the voice of a
free and intelligent community was an
insult to his ears and the ears of the
House.

Mgr. ANGLIN said he merely wished
to say a few woids in regarl to the an-
nouncement made by the Minister of
Maurine, for the purpose of removing a
wrong impression, but he doubted not
that that hon. gentleman believed what
be said to be true. He (Mr. Anglin)
thought he knew as much of the politics
of Prince Edward Island as anybody
not a resident. He had watehed, witha
great deal of interest, the political pro
ceedings in that Province, and knew a
great “deal of the secret history of those
elections. He must, thevefore, assure the
House that, d,]bh()ll‘fh the National
Policy might have been discussed before
some audiences, and, although the present
Opposition might bhave attempted by
means of that policy to redeem their
desperate czse, this was not the influen-
cing motive in the late elections, nor had
it any considerable influence on their re-
sult. The late Government, headed by
Mr. Davis, chose to raise what was
essentially a “ No Popery ” cry, and in-
troduced a School Bill of the most op-
pressive character—grossly unjust to the
Catholics, who formed nearly one-half of
the populaticn. The Minister of Marine
sympathised with the Catholics in this
matter, and he believed honestly strove
to prevent the passing of that measure ;
but a groat many of his friends took au
different course. In addition to that
iniquitous School Act, and because of it,
it became necessary to pass a Bill levy-
ing a large amount of money on the pro-
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perty of the Island hy direct taxation.
That Act gave great offemce, even in
districts where the School Law was in
favour, and created an intense feeling
against the Davis Government, and the
Conser va.tives, although they had at one
time a majorily in the Guvernment oon-
trived, very skillfully, to direct the whole
public feeling, and the public dislike of
the School Act on the one hand, and the
land tax on the other, against Mr. Davis
and the Liberal party. This accounted
for the fall of the Davis Government, as
well as for the return of the hon. the
Minister of Marine and four supporters,
at the last Dominion election. Kven in
that case, it was not so much a question
of Dominion politics as of hostility to
the School Act. In the late coutest the
Opposition chose to raise the school ery
again, and ask the people to give them a
majority, not because of the National
Policv, but because the school system
was in danger. and would be sacrificed if
they were defeated. They thus foreed
the opponents of the school system to
continue their opposition to tlvem and
the decision to-day was a condemuatlon
of the policy that introduced that school
system into the Island, and imposed on
it, besides, a heavy land tax. That was
essentially the resalt of that day's election,
and in that result he (Mr. Anglin} re-
joiced w.ost beartily.

Mr. McCLENNAN said that he desired
to say a few words on the amendment
before the ciose of the debate. He bhad
issued during the election campaign, last
summer, a small fly-sheet to bis electors,
in whish he tried to indicate the effeet
or result to the Canadian farmer of the
sele of his produce to the United States.
An important item of the exports was
barley, and, among other things, he had
stated the amount of the import upon the
aggregate export of barley to the United
States, before it reached a market there,
because he conceived that, under the cir-
cumstances, that duty went to reduce the
amount tha’ the Canadian producor re-
ceived for his barley, in comparison with
the producer in the Republic. That state-
ment had been referred to in this House
two or three times, and,like almost every
other subject that had been handled by
genilemen on the Opposition side, had
been perverted in the discussion of the
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actual facts of the ciase. They had been
entertained with a dissertation upon the
abstract question, as to whether the pro-
ducer or consumer paid the duty. He
did not believe there was agg such ques-
tion involved, or any law on that subject,
any more than upon a great number of
questions that bad arisen in the course of
this whole debate. He believed that the
Canadian farmer, producing a very con-
siderable quantity of barley, of a descrip-
tion of which a similar kind was produced
in the United States,and finding only there
a market for that barley, received, from
the circumstances of the case, 13c. a
bushel less than the American growers.
That was the whole question, a practical
onsg, in which the circumstances created
the result that the producer lost the
ditference of the duty, whoever paid it.
A similar thing hail happened with their
lumber. The producer in the Ott.wa
Valley, some years ago, had the markets
of the United States for a very large
production, subject to a duty of $2 per
thousand feet ; and whilst the people of
the United States were very much en-
gaged in other pursuits this Canadian
industry was allowed a very full devel-
opment.  But a change had taken place;
men were free to labour in the woods,
and Michigan was now a competitor
with the Ottawa Valley ; and the result
was, that the prodazer of lumber in the
Ottawa Valley was reduced at presznt to
starvation by that competition which had
robbed himn of the only market to which
he had access. He wished to forestall
an objzction that might be made by the
imposition that might be made. Tt
might be asked—were Canadians to cor-
rect that evil by the imposition of duties
on their side? He did not think that
they could; but he believed that the
virtue of the National Policy would
have a much wider range than that. It
was said by a great KEnglish statesman
(Mr. Canning), in the begiuning of this
century, that he had called the New
World into existence to redress the
balance of the Old. He (Mr. McLen-
- nan) believed that this Parliament could
call new industries into existence, and
sustain and give them life, in order to
redress that balance that operated so
seriously agaiost them. He bad listened
with a great deal of interest and plea-
sure to the speech of the hon. member
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for Lambton. in introducing his amend-
ment, ard had admired the gallant m: n-
ner in which he entered the breach, in
the forlorn hope in which he was fight-
ing ; and when he compared himself, as
he (Mr. McLennan) understood, to two
great English statesmen—Peel and Glad-
stone—at a long interval, he presumed—
he thought the hon. gentleman hardly
bore out the comparison, because those
statesmen gave way to the influence of
public opinion. ‘JThey changed with the
times. The member for Lamlton pro-
fessed himself still a Free-trader, and
gloried in making no change. He
(Mr. McLennan) maintained that ecir-
cumstances governed the whole case ; it
was the simple fact that * circunistances
alter cases,” that gave vitality to every
theory propounded on this subject. He
was not going to indulge in a budget of
tigures at this late hour, because he did
not think that a great mass of figures
was always convincing. It was said that
ficures did not lie; perhaps not, but
evervbody in this House, accustumed to
use figares, was well aware that they
might be very misleading. Hon. gentle-
wen could use the same set of figures,
and the same mass of statistics to prove
the advantage of Protection and the ad
vantage of Iree-trade.  This use of
fignres was very much like the use of ap
instrument with which children were
amused, the kaleidoscope, which was
turned about, and by the shilting of
little bits of glass all the colours of the
rainbow were produced, yet they were
the same bits ot glass.  The other night
an attempt had b:en made to show that
they on ihat side of the House did not
represent any considerable majority, and
he did not know but an effort was made
to prove that they represented a
minority. Recollecting the circumstances
in his own county, he considered it
rather a marvel that he represented any
majority. It was not a large majority,
only 61 ; but when bon. gentlemen re-
membered that he represented a con-
stituency that was held on the other
political side for u period of thirty-seven
years, and for the greater part of that
time, by onz family, and a people in whom
iidelity to a leader was an instinct of
their being, he thought they would
agree that there were was, in
that case, at least, some change. The
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hon. member for Lambton seemed to
have a great affection for people who were
on the weaker side. He had told us,
among other things, that there was a
“general revulsion of feeling in the United
States people, belteving their system to
be a departure from a sound system of fin-
ance.” He believed it was much the same
there as here—if there was any such be-
lief, it was the belief of the weaker party.
He recollected that, two years ago, some
resolutions were introduced into Con-
gress, and an effort was made to secure a
reduction of duties. The effort, if it had
been successful, would not have been any-
thing to boast of, for it would have been
a very high tariff still, much higher than
the one we had just introduced, but it
was beaten by an overwhelming ma-
jority. The hon. geutleman seemed to
have a great horror of capitalists, and
whilst be had indulged in a fine pane-
gyric upon a class of landlords and
capitalists in Great Britain, where their
position was hallowed by the growth of
years, he seemed to have a great fear
lest a similar class of people should arise
in this country. He had told us that
men should take to agriculture, that the
man who made grass and grain to grow,
and who produced lumber from the
forest, was a creator of wealth. Most
gentlemen in this House, however, bLe-
lieved there was a greater power that
made the grass and grain to grow,and they
believed, at the same time, that men
wbo performed a much Lumbler act of
creation were those who would develop
the wealth of the country by turning the
productious of nature to account by their
ingenuity and their labour. The hon.
member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) told
them the otter evening, in the course of
his strictures upon the tariff, that it was
rather singular that a duty was not im-
posed upon labour or upon immigrants.
He did not know whether the hon. gen-
tleman meant it for a joke or not, be-
cause the sort of entertainment they had
been accustomed to in the House, lately,
was of that peculiar kind that a joke
almost required to be labelled. That
great doctor (Stuart Mill) who bad been
80 frequently quoted by that hon. gentle-
man, had written learned chapters to
prove that the principle element of the
production of wealth was labour. Then
another question came up. It used to
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{ be a theory with the old political econo-

Inists that true wealth was money. He
believed it had always been held that the
importation of money into a country was
something that was rather to its advan-
tage. Money had usually been under-
stood to mean coin, bullion, gold. His
hon. friend from South Norfolk might
controvert this theory, and say that gold
was not a gocd thing—he might rather
advocate the impoi tation of paper. But
all intelligent writers had agreed that
labour constituted the chief wealth of all
countries ; and then, in impositg a tax
upon labour, we should simply be shut-
ting the door in our own faces. The
hon. member for Lambton told a story,
the other night, of certain manufacturers
who came down from Hamilton. He
stated that those people wished to obtain
a high Protection, in order to be able to
continue inflicting upon the public a
“ wretched article”—those were the
terms he wused. The House would
also remember the story about the
mica. but it was wound up by
a statement that the hon. gentleman did
not know whether it was true or not.
Well, the essence of a story he believed
was the truth. He would illustrate that.
Two or three years ago, when his hon.
friend the wmember for Cardwell was
running an election in Montreal, he took
the opportunity of mentioning a story
one evening that he had heard. It was
something about steel rails. A telegram
came very promptly and stated that the
story wasafalsehood. Hishon. friendfrom
Cardwell was not a man to be shut up by
a telegram, and he followed up the story.
If there had been no more of it, it would,
doubtless, have been as harmless us the
story about the mica. But his hon.
friend thought possibly there might be
some truth in the story—perhaps he had
good reason to believe there was some
truth in it. He followed up the story,
and all would admit that it had had some
effect in placing the hon. member for
Lambton where he was to-day—not be-
cause it was a good story, but because it
had a strong element of truth init. We
bad been told repeatedly that the Gov-
ernment had not kept faith with the
country, because taxation was going-to
be increased ; he was glad to find that
in this amendment. proposed by the hon.
member for Lambton, that point was
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abandoned. This amendment conceded
that this House was prepared to make
ample provision for the requirements of
the public service and the maintenance
of the public credit—which must be taken
to mean that such was the hon. gentle-
man’s belief and desire. He never
supposed that hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House would ven-
ture, seriously, to go on year after
year rolling up deficits. His hon. friend
the Minister of Finance had referred to
the tax on wheat. We might have some
difference of opinion as to the tax on
wheat. Last night, an hon. gentleman
on the other side of the House described
the serious injury which a party would
suffer who had imported from Chicago
460,000 bushels of oats, and who had
converted it into an equivalent number
of barrels of oatmeal for shipment to
Great Britain, and the deplorable fact
was laid tefore us that this industry was
to be stopped. We were told that the
policy of the Government tended towards
rendering futile the costly and persistent
efforts of the country, to secure a share
of the immense and growing carrying
trade of this Dominion. He was in a
position to state that the Government
proposed to give the greatest possible
facilities in the bonding system for that
trade to go on. He had been assured,
by the hon. the Minister of Finance, that
the bonding system would put no impe-
diment in the way of that industry.
There was a sentence in the amend-
ment to the effect that there was
“ danger of creating an antagonism be-
tween the commercial policy of the Em-
pire and that of Canada, that might lead
to consequences deeply to be deplored.”
Gentlemen would remember the time,
perhaps a dozen years ago, when some
political philosophers on the other side
of the Atlantic were constantly holding
up the theory that the Colonies “were
simply an incumbrance to the pavent
State, and the sooner they cut their
apron strings and stood upon their own
bottom, the better. During the exist-
ence of that vexed question about the
Alabama claims that were a source, a
constant source of irritation between
theempire and the United States—when
there wassome fears of friction between us
and the Mother Country—when men like
the then Chancellor of the Exchequer,
74
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Mr. Lowe, and Mr. Bright and My,
Cardwell, were telling us, from day te
day, that we were an incumbrance to the
Empire, there was, then, some danger of
this kind. But, from all we could learn
of the feeling in England to-day, we had
no reason to apprehend that the Mother
Country was desirous of getting rid of
her Colonies. We had reason to believe
that the people of that country were per-
fecting their education, as we were in
this ; and he looked for the time, not far
distant, when the financial system of
Great Britain would be similar to the
system we had adopted in this country,
and when it would be the financial sys-
tem of the whole Empire. The great
danger to which we had been subjected,
and which he believed this policy would
protect us from in the future, was the
danger arising from bad finance. Now,
we had been treated to a great many ext
amples, figures of speech, and apothegms
by the hon. members on the other side
of the House, illustrating the beauties of
Free-trade. We had been told by the
hon. member for Lambton, that the true
interest of all mankind was that trade
should be free. But then it must be ad-
mitted that * circumstances alter cases.”
A gentleman from the Province of Que-
bec had made some happy allusions, in
his own tongue, this eveuning, to the con-
dition of the country, fromn which he and
his fellow-men in that Province were de-
scended, and to the comparative condi-
tion of France and Germany. A writer
in one of the late reviews had compressed
into a few lines the result of his observa-
tions on this question. He would just
read them to the House, and, after that,
he would not detain them any longer :

« The ravages of war are rapidly retrieved,
but nothing can remedy the ruin induced by
bad Government, especially if a Government
takes the line which bad Governments almosat
invariably do take, that of bad finance.”

Mgr. BOULTBEE said he did not
know that he ought to detain the House
at this late hour, but some remarks had
fallen from a few gentlemen on the Op-
position side which he thought worthy of
some notice. The bhon. member for
Gloucester, in alluding to the elections.
recently held in Prince Edward Island,
ascribed the result solely to a religious
cry which was raised there. As he un-
derstood it, this was not the case,

-
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MR, ANGLIN : I say yes.

Mr. BOULTBEE said this was not
the issue at all in the present election,
and he thought, if the information of the
hon. gentleman was correct, he knew
that as well as he (Mr. Boultbee) did.
If his information was incorrect, he had
better set himself right. There was no
one in the House respected more than he
(Mr. Boultbee) did the well-known
talents of the hon. member for Glou-
eester, but the more talents a man had
the more reason there was that he should
not prostitute them. He maintained
that it was improper for the hon. member
for Gloucester, on an occasion like this,
to attempt, as he had done more than
once before, to throw a fire-brand into
the House. It was not good for these
cries to be raised. The hon. member for
Gloucester was too much one of
those men who liked to have a grievance.
There was no harm in havinga grievance
if it was not a grievance that awakened
feelings of the character he was alluding
to. It was an evil thing to raise a reli-
gious cry. It had done a great deal of
harm already, and surely there was no
reason for it. Nothing could be gained
thereby. If the hon. gentleman en-
quired what the true feeling in the
Island of Prince Edward was, he would
find that no such feeling influenced the
last election, but that the sympathy of
the whole people was in favour of the pre-
sent Government, in their endeavour to
inaugurate the policy now before the
House.

Mr. ANGLIN : Will the hon. gen-
tleman be kind enough to inform us
where he got his information from ?

Mg. BOULTBEE said he was not as
old a member of Parliament as the Lon.
member for Gloucester, but he had ap-
prehended that he had no right to put
such questions. If he was allowed to
ask the bon. member, when he delivered
his orations, where be got his information,
he (Mr. Anglin) would speak less than
he did. The hon. member for Lambton
{Mr. Mackenzie), in his remarks, stated
that it was expedient that the
members of this House—if he un-
derstood him correctly—that it would
be well, if the members on this side of
the House, would justify themselves to
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the Mother Country for their attitude in
regard to the late action in favour of
Protection, and, as well, for their action
towards the United States. He (Mr.
Boultbee) did not know that members
on this side of the House, or on the
other, need justify themselves for any
attitude they had assumed towards one
country or the other. They were not
called upon to justify themselves to the
Mother Country.  They adopted such
policy as they pleased in the interest of
the country. They were only doing
their honest level best to extricate it
from the dilemma in which hon. gentle-
men had placed them, and what the
States think is of little consequence.
Instead of saying that their utterances
were idiotic, would it not become hon.
gentlemen better to propound to them
some theory, to suggest some way in
which they themselves intended to meet
these constant deficits ? How were they
going to do this? If they were going to
do it at all, they were going to do it as the
Government were going te do it—by
increased taxation.  The present Gov-
ernment had only done that, and they
had exercised their best wisdom, and
consulted the leading business men of
the country, so asto best protect the
many interests they had to consider.
Had hon. gentlemen shown them in
what way this was wrong? He main-
tained that they had not. They had

propounded no scheme that would
relieve the country of  the
incubus  with  which  they had

loaded it during the past five years. It
wasnot the proper way to criticise a
measure like this, to charge them with
speaking stupidly, or bringing in an in-
iquitous tariff. They should show the
Government how they would have filled
up the gap and supplied the deficieney.
He did not mean to say the late Govern-
ment had caused this want of prosperity,
from which the country suffered. Bat,
the late Government was chargeable for
the country going from bad to worse.
They made no effort to raise it from the
slough of despond in which it was sunk,
but sat with their hands tied behind them.
The hon. member for Lambton and the
hon. member for Gloucester, every ttme
they spoke, made some allusion to their
loyalty. He did not know that hon.
gentlemen opposite had any right 1o
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claim a greater measure of loyalty than
members on this side of the House. He
did not mean to charge the party to
which they belonged with being more
disloyal than the Conservative party.
But, he did mean to say that if there was
in Canada an expatriated American, or
a man with American proclivities, or a
strong desire for annexation, they found
him belonging tothe Grit party. If there
was a man discontented with our institu-
tions and wanted to alter them, always
pining, always wishing for annexation
with the United States, they found he
belonged to the party of hon. gentlemen
opposite. He did not think it lay within
their province to charge them on that
side of the House with disloyalty. Their
eonstant lip service in this direction was
very like carrying round the hat at a
meeting, but putting nothing in it.

Mgr. YEO said the hon. member who
had just sat down pretended that he un-
derstcod all about the politics of the Pro-
vince from which he (Mr. Yeo) came.
The hon. gentleman asserted that the late
election had turned upon the tariff now
before the House. He could tell the
House that the tariff had no more to do
with carrying the election of Prince Ed-
wardIsland than it had to do with the po-
litical affairs of Russia. The elections were
run upon questions that were purely
local. The discontent of one party with
the School Law and another with the
Assessment Act, had caused the defeat of
the late Government. It was his opin-
ion that, if the elections had taken place
three months ago, so great was the dis-
eontent, the Government would not have
been able to procure the return of a single
supporter, except, perhaps, upon personal
grounds. At the Dominion elections,
last summer, the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries and his colleagues
were the great champions of Free-trade.
They advocated a 15 per cent. tariff, and
condemned the increase made by the late
Government to 174 per cent. They
spoke of the hardship of forcing the poor
man to pay as high a duty upon his cot-
tons, woollens and other necessaries, as
the rich man paid upon his silks, satins
and broadcloth. T complained bit-
terly of the duty on. tea, and promised
that, if the Conservatives were returned
to power, it should be free. They also
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promised that the duties on all that was
used by the poor man should be lowered,
while the taxes on the rich man’s luxur-
ies would be increased. He (Mr. Yeo)
now saw by the tariff that the very re-
verse of this was the case ; ths poor an
was, by it, more heavily taxed, while the
rich man’s burdens were not by any
means proportionately increased. For
his part, he told the people, when he was
elected, that he would not support any
party that would not try to keep down
taxation for the whole Dominion. The
present tariff not only discriminated
against the Americans, but it discrimin-
ated against England. Now the greater
part of the trade of Prince Edward Is-
land was with England. Its merchants
sent their ships home laden with grain
and lumber, and took as return cargoes
everything they required. That trade was
now severely injured by the high duties
on import under the present tariff. The
mechanics,the fishermen and the labourers
of Prince Edward Island would be
vothing better than serfs. They were,
under the former tariff, taxed as mirch as
they could bear, and this additional bur-
den would be unbearable. He asked
hon. gentlemen to point out a single
benefit this tariff would bestow upon the
people of the Island. He must, there-
fore, protest against the National Policy
as strongly as he was able.  Of course,
he could not expect to do anything more
than raise his voice against it, us the
supporters of the Government seemed
bound to vote for it, right or wrong. He
did not know how gentlemen opposite
could be so delighted with the tariff ag
they appeared to be. It was surprising
they did not open their eyes {0 the bene-
fit of a high Protective tariff before they
left power in [873. This tariff was
framed with a view to building up a few
wealthy manufactures in Ontario, while
it loaded down the Maritime Provinces
with taxation. It had always been his
opinion, since Confederation, that the
smaller Provinces would be imposed
upon by the larger Provinces. This the
Government, by forcing upon them an
oppressive Protective system, was doing ;
and if it were continued the sooner the
people left the Island the better it would
be for them. He had brought up another
matter in the House some time ago,
which was not then satisfactorily re-
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ceived, namely, the disposition of the
Fishery Award. He had asked that
$1,000,000 should be handed over to
Prince Edward Island. This was their
money, and they were justly entitled to
it. 'The papers he had asked for had not
been brought down, and it appeared to
him that the Government wanted to
smother enquiry, and that they had no
intention of expending the money for the
benefit of the people of Prince Edward
Island. If this money were appropriated
as he desired, it would prove a great
benefit to all classes of the people of his
Provinee. He hoped the Government
would take this matter into their serious
consideration, and he trusted that this
money, which was justly due to the
people of Prince Edward Island, would
be handed over to the Local Government
for, their benefit. He did not care
whether it was given to a Liberal or
Conservative Government, so long as the
people got it.

Mzr. MACDOUGALL said the state-
ment had been made, and often repeated,
that the people, at the late election, had
pronounced on the measure which the
hon. the Finance Minister had submitted
for their consideration. He could not,
from his point of view, concur in the
accuracy of that statement as to details ;
but this much he would venture to say,
that the principle which lay at the
foundation of the hon. gentleman’s pro-
positions, was clearly, distinctly, and
definitively pronounced upon by the elec-
torate of the Dominion, on the 17th
September last. He was surprised to
hear the contrary asserted, during this
debate, by the leader of the Opposition,
and by other hon. gentlemen well in-
formed as to the state of public feeling
in the country at and prior to the elec-
tions, who, by the discussions which
they themselves excited, knew that the
real determining influence, with the
great body of the electors, was the belief
that, at the hands of the late Ministry,
it was vain to expect any material change
in the financial policy of the country.
The electors felt a strong conviction that
a change was required in the interests of
the country, and they were. patriotic
enough, and honest enough, to vote for
the candidates who professed themselves
ready to support a policy identical in

Mz. YEo.
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principle with that which had been pro-
posed by the Finance Minister. The
issue was squarely put, the question was
fairly discussed, and it had been ex-
amined and considered by the electors
with great care and deliberation. In
fact, he had mnever known, dur-
ing a long political career, an
election in which the issue presented to
the electors had attracted so much atten-
tion, was discussed and examined so
thoroughly on all sides, not ia the heat
of party or political excitement, but with
an anxicus desire on the part of the great
majority of the people to arrive at the
truth and to ascertain the policy which,
in the exigencies of the country, would
be most likely to relieve it from depres-
sion and improve the industrial condi-
tion of the people. Party issues were,
to a large extent, forgotten in the con-
test. As to his own position, he would
take that opportunity to say that he had
not been in the past, and, perhaps, was
not at present, entirely in accord with
the political ideas of the leader of this
Government. He had been associated
with him as a public man for nearly fif-
teen years. They had agreed, in 1864,
to sink political differences, and to labour
for changes in the Constitution and laws
of the country, which he believed had, in
most cases, proved to be reforms, but
was not a “f{ollower” of the hon. gentle-
man. He had been his ally in great at-
fairs of State, and willingly confessed
that he felt a great admiration for his
ability and patriotism. He believed,
even while differing from him on certain
questions, that the hon. gentleman was
honestly endeavouring to work out a
policy, which would, in his opinion,
advance the interests of his coun-
try. And, therefore, although his
(Mr. Macdougall’s) political antecedents
might, at a certain crisis, have opened
out to him the prospect of another, and,
personally, a more profitable career, yet
he felt, upon the whole, that duty to his
country demanded further risks and
sacrifices. He felt a strong conviction
that the new policy which began with
Confederation was not safe in the hands
of his (Mr. Macdougall’s) former political
friends ; that, while we were yet in 4¢he
gristle, it was noy, desirable to weaken
the political influence of the right hon.
gentleman and his supporters in the
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country. On more occasions than one he
(Mr. Macdougall) had found that he
could place very little reliance upon hon.
gentlemen opposite with respect to that
policy which, in 1864, both political par-
ties had agreed should be the basis and
the object of our new Constitution. The
time came at Jast when this
fiscal question had to be dealt with. It
was foresean, at the establishment of
Confederation, that necessity would soon
compel us to inaugurate a new fiscal
policy for the new Dominion. Our re-
lations with the Mother Country and with
our neighbours were different from those
which had previously existed, and it was
evident to every thoughtful man that
these new conditions involved new
methods and new measures. The ocir-
cumstances themselves pointed out the
necessity for a National Policy. What
that National Policy should be, circum-
stances had also very clearly indicated.
Tt had been argued, in the course of this
discussion, that they ought to adhere
to the theory and practice ot Free-trade.
It had been pointed out to them that great
calamities had befallen other nations for
not adhering to that principle, and the
leader of the Opposition had quoted, for
their edification, certain passages from the
writings of Lord Macaulay, as evidence
of the failure of Protection in the
Mother Country at a particular period.
Very great efforts had been made to
frighten them, by proving that the adop-
tion of the system of Protection by our
neighbours across the line had produced
poverty and distress in that country.
For his part, he bad no hesitation in
saying that in theory he was a Free-
trader. The logic of Free-trade, to his
mind, was invincible, but Free-trade in
Canada, under the circumstances in which
wewere placed, wasimpossible. How could
we bargain or trade with our American
neighbours if®hey would not bargain or
trade with us? It was impossible to
carry on Freetrade with any country
unless that country reciprocated. He
had hoped, for the last fourteen years,
that our American neighbours would,
with respect to the natural productions
of the soil, at all events, reciprocate with
us, and thus return to the principle of
Free-trade, which had proved so advan-
tageous to both nations in the past.
Deputations from both political parties
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in this House had gone to Washington ;
Boards of Trade in both countries had
passed resolutions, communication had
taken place between the merchants and
traders of the great cities; year after
year we waited, and hoped that this agi-
tation on both sides would ultimately re-
sult in a more liberal spirit, and a more
equitable arrangement between us and
our neighbours ; but at last it became evi-
dent, from the action of Congress upon
the resolution brought in by Fernando
‘Wood, that neither the one political party
nor the other in that country was in
favour of the system of Free-trade, which
hon. geutlemen held up as a policy
that ought to be adopted by all man-
kind. 'Was there any justification, there-
fore, in the presence of these facts, for
all this talk about Free-trade with our
Amerjean neighbours, which, so long as
we had no equivalents to offer them, was
neithér probable nor possible? He had
come deliberately to the conclusion that
we must strike out a course for ourselves ;
we must consider Canada as separated
commercially from the United States, and
so regulate our fiscal policy as to promote
the interests of our own people. With
regard to the Mother Country, it was
said we would expose ourselves to the
charge of disloyalty if we increased the
duties on English goods. Was there any
difference that could be weighed or mea-
sured, politically, between the loyalty of
174 per cent.,and the disloyalty of 20 per
cent.? Ifitwasa proofof disloyalty tomake
our own people pay 20 per cent. into the
Canadian Exchequer, upon their import-
ations from REngland, he thought it
would be difficult to prove ourselves
loyal s0 long as we exacted 174. He
was not disposed to yield to that argu-
ment. We had, at last, succeeded in im-
pressing on the minds, even of the manu-
factures of Sheffield, Birmirgham, and
other manufacturing centres in England,
that Canada possessed a Government of
its own ; that she had been endowed
with power at the hands of the Im-
perial Parliament to regulate her own
commercial policy, her navigation and
shipping, her revenues and expenditures ;
in fact to exercise all the functions and
powers of an independent country, ex-
cept the power of making war or declar-
ing peace, or entering into treaties with
foreign nations, and a few matters of
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that kind. They already recognised that
fact, and they must recognise the further
fact that we were the judges—of first
instance, as well as in appeal—that we
know best our own positicn, and the
policy most likely to promote our own
interests. They must understand that
they, as representatives of. the people,
deliberated with the fact present to their
minds that it was not only their right, but
their imperative duty, to adopt the policy
or course, which, upon the whole, would
promote the interests of Canada, without
reference to the opinions or interests, in
matters of trade, of our fellow subjects of
Great Britain. We were an important
part of the Empire in respect to terri-
tory and resources, and, in view of what
had recently happened, he believed the
public men of the Mother Country, of
all parties, were now convinced that
our position, influence and assist-
ance in times of difficulty or danger,
was an element of considerable national
importance, and,in case of war, would be
appreciated even by the trading classes
of Great Britain. Having visited Eng-
land on two or three public occasions, and
having come in contact with public men
there, on both sides of politics, he had
opportunites of ascertaining their views
and feelings on what were called colonial
questions, which he was not slow to take
advantage of, and he found that, except
amoung a narrow trading class, no one was
disposed to refuse to us the right to regu-
late our own internal affairs in our own
way, and to base our fiscal economy on
those principles which we might deem best
suited to our wants and circumstances.
He apprehended no irritation among the
intelligent people of the Mother Country
with respect (o this policy. What he
had seen in the English press already,
and what had taken place in the Imperial
Parliament, ought to satisfy us with res-
pect to that point. His hon. friends
opposite would not very much disturb the
minds of people in this country by hold-
ing up the prospect of a possible collision
between England and owrselves, on the
question of increasing our revenue to
enable us to pay our debts. He had
listened with gieat attention, the other
night, to the speech of the hon. the leader
of the Opposition, for whose ability,
energy, and perseverance, Le had a very
high respect. He had expected that,
Mr. MacpovaaLL.
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in attempting to lead that party,
through their representatives in this
House, to support a resolution in
opposition to the policy of the Govern-
ment, he would have given his friends
some logical basis for their arguments,
some intelligible policy as an alternative
to that of the Government. The hon-
gentleman had controlled public affairs
for the last five years. He knew the
financial difficulty into which the
country had fallen under his Adminis-
tration ; no one knew better the obli-
gations of the country on account of the
great public works which had been un-
dertaken, and which he did not assume _
the responsibility of giving up ; he knew
that a large additional revenue wmust be
raised to meet the annual expenditure ;
he must have discovered that the
country would not tolerate astanding de-
ficit of two millions a year, involving
the necessity of borrowing money abroad
to pay the ordinary expenie of adminis-
tration ; he must have felt the conse-
quences of his financial policy, for it had
an important influence against the late
Government at the poll®, that they had
not made provision for restoring the
balance between revenue and expendi-
ture ; yet, with all these facts staring
him 1in the face, he couldstand up in oppo-
sition to a policy like this, and talk
about the wickedness of taxation. He
could denounce the Government, and
endeavour to excite the minds of the
people against them, because they were
going to increase the taxes. What else
could be done if we were not to repudiate,
to stop our public works, to issue paper-
money, which we might never be able to
pay? We must either do something of that
kind, or compel the people to bear the
burden. The honest course was to lay on
the taxes when they voted the supply.
The Finance Minister had no alternative,
he must raise this additiogg! sam ; and
yet the hon. leader of the Opposition
did not teil them how he proposed to do it.
His (Mr. Mackenzie's) supporters in the
country did not know by what means he
intended to increass the revenue, until it
should meet the expenditure. It was
unfair of hon. gentlemen opposite ; it
was not logical, or honest, to hold out
to the country the idea that they could
provide means for the public service
without additional taxation. This reso-
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lution of the hon. the leader of the Oppo-
gition said that they were prepared--
those who voted for it—¢ to make ample
provision for the requirements of the
public service and the maintenance of
the public eredit.” How did they pro-
pose to make this ample provision, if not
by increasing taxation ; and what differ-
ence could it make to the taxpayers of
the country, whether the increase of 2%
per cent. was levied under Mr. Cart-
wright or Mr. Tilley? But it did con-
cern the interests and the trade of the
country that these taxes should be laid
on in such a manner as would, at the
same time, enable the people who
were to pay them to get work and
earn wages. If they could create
wealth in the country, and excite
the industrial classes to renewed activity
by a readjustment of the duties on im-
ports, it was clearly their righy, as well as
their duty, to readjust them. Political
economists and theorists might cispute as
to the relations of cause and effect in
such a case. But they had more than
one example in modern times of the
fallacy of the abstract theories of poli-
tical economists. The example of our
neighbours—a great, a practical, an in-
telligent people—was forced upon our at-

tention, and what did we see? A people
reduced to a condition of great
depression  through  the operations
and burdens of a gigantic and
disastrous  war, rising like  the
phenix from her ashes, under a

policy which gentlemen opposite persisted
in telling them cught to huve ruined them
by this time. He thought, when he
recalled the history of the last few
years, andsaw how the people of the
United States, had disappointed the
econcmists, how they were competing
to-day with old and wealthy countries like
England in their own markets, that we
had a most satisfactory precedent for the
inauguration of the tariff system pro-
posed by che hon. the Finance Minister.
39 doubt there was distress in the large
cities across the border, particular classes
of people out of employment, and em-
barrassing changes in values, but, looking
ab the country as a whole, and having stu-
died its history and progress with a gond

deal of attention, he must say that the !

theory of hon. gentlemen opposite, with
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tection, were not entirely borne out by
the United States. Looking critically
at this tariff, which the hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance and his colleagues had
revised, and now proposed to pass into
law, he might, perhaps, admit that there
were some incongruities and inequalities
in it. He could point out sowe items
that might be advantageously modified in
Committee, and he hoped his hon. friend
wonld not refuse to cousider them. But
with such a multitude of items, it was
absurd to discuss them out of Commit-
tee, and it was impossible to adjust them
according to individual opinions. It was
to be expected_that some provisions of
this tariff would not quite meet the per-
sonal views and interests of certain
classes of people, but, looking at the

tariff as a whole, knowing, as
he did, the great care, atten-
tion and kindness with  which

the hon. gentleman in charge of these
matters had received deputations, had
listened to suggestions from persons of
experience, from all parts of the
Dominion—by letter and telegraph, as
well as personal iaterview—and seeing
the anxiety that he and his colleagues
had manifested to redeem those pledges
which they and their friends had made
prior to the general election, he thought
that even the Opposition must admit
that the hon. gentlemap had succeedod
in preparing and bringing to this House
a measure which commended itself to
the judgment, and would reccive the
approval of the great majority of the
people. He heard hon. gentlemen dis-
sent ; but, if this tariff had excited so
much hoStility in the public mind
as hon. gentlemen contended, how
was it that no evidence of such hostility
had reached this House? Cne would
have expected to bave seen numerous
petitions against it presented by hon.
gentlemen. Hehad receiveda few letters
—and he was happy to say he had friends
in the ranks of both political parties—
and, without exception, the writers ap-
proved of the tarif as a whole, though
there might be some particular items,
touching their own business, which they
would desire to see modified. All, with-

ont  excepticn, approved of the
conduet of the Government in
carrying out the pledges which

respect to the injuricus results of Pro-ﬁthey lad made to the country.
i
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He did not think much of that, however,
because it should not be a rare thing to
find public men, when in power, carrying
out the pledges made in Opposition. 1t
might be that the people, having had
recent examples of the reverse, had be-
come distrustful, and thought it a politi-
cal phenomenon when they found a
Government prepured to carry out the
pledges upon which they secured
their return to office. In this case the
Government had attempted to redeem
their pledges; if successful, they had
done no more than their duty. He was
sure the people of the constituency he
represented would be satisfied, and he
could tell hon. gentlemef opposite that
he would not be in the House
if he had not obtained the votes
of a good many sound Reformers.
He felt he would be carrying out their
wishes as well as those of his Conserva-
tive supporters, and justifying the confi-
dence of both, by voting for this measure,
which he would do with a great deal of
pleasure. He had heard, during this
discussion, a great deal said by gentlemen
on the other side of the House with res-
pect to consistency, and it occurred to
him that a very brief review of the
political history of Canada would illus-
trate the ideas of those hon. gentlemen
with regard to consistency in matters
of this kind. He remembered very well
that, in 1866, When they were engaged
with the scheme of Confederation, he and
others, who had belonged to the Reform
yarty previously, had the misfortune to
find that the then leader of that party felt
it to be his dquty, he (Mr. Macdougall)
presumed, to detach himself from the
coalition that had been formed to carry
that greatmeasure. It becamenecessary,
for fiscal and other reasons, to makesome
cha‘nges and reductions in the Canadian
tariff, and Mr. Galt, the Finance Minis-
ter, proposed to the House very material
medifications. A Protective tariff had
been adopted in 1859, but, in 1866, in
view of the complete revolution in prices
and values, caused by the American war,
and in view of the difficulty likely to be
encovntered in the Maritime Provinces,
in respect to the tariff, it was regarded
as a matter of very great importance to
reduce our high Customs duties, in order
to adjust them as mnearly as possible to
the circumstances and condition of the

MRr. MACDOUGALL,
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whole of the Provinces. It was believed
that the revenue produced by a lower
tariff would be sufficient, and, therefore,
it was proposed, as a matter of great poli-
tical as well as fiscal importance, to re-
duce the tariff from 20 per cent. to 15
per cent. But what bappened? One
would have supposed that the motion
would have been hailed with delight by
Free-traders, as a svep in the right diree-
tion, as approximating to the system

which they believed the best in
the interests of the couutry. Where
did they find the hon. member

for Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie), and the
Hon. Mr. Brown, the leader of the great
Reform Free-trade party? Why, they
actually opposed the reduction of the
tariff from 20 to 15 per cent. He (Mr.
Macdougall) had the curiosity to turn up
the debates on that occhsion, and he
found that the hon. member for Lamb-
ton, in speaking to Mr. MecGivern's
anti-Free-trade motion, for which he
voted, had used these words:

« With regard to the merits of the question
before the House, he did not believe in build-
ing up manufactures by a Protective system.
But, at the same time, if the United States
had adopted a policy whereby we lose them as
a market, we were bound to adopt such means
as would make a market for ourselves. Under
the policy of the Finance Minister, manufac—
tures had grown up in the country, and it
would be unjust to those who had embarked
their capital in them that the protection
sbould now be withdrawn without a moment’s
warning.”

MRr. MACKENZIE : T said the same
thing two nights ago.

Mr. MACDOUGALL said why did
not the hon. gentleman say the same
thing about this tariff? The United
States had closed their markets to
Canada more effectually now than then.
They had erected a Chinese wall which
they showed no disposition to remove,
and, if the argument was good then, it
was applicable now. But the hon. gen-
tleman went on :

« He admitted that the policy of the Gov-
ernment had not been in harmony with the
tendency of public men towards Free-trade.
But large interests had grown up, under our
system of incidental Protection, which, he
considered, should not be destroyed.” -

The hon. gentleman was arguing for
the maintenance of the 20 per cent.
tariff, which the then Finance Minister
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told the House was not necessary for the
purposes of reveuue. Then,

# In reply to a question, he said he was in
favour of the Protective system which had
been the policy of the country for some years,
and under which interests had been created
which the House should respect.”

The motion to which the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mackenzie) was then speaking, was
a Protectionist motion, moved by Mr.
MecGivern, a Protectionist, supported by
Protectionists, and the hon. gentleman
and his leader did everything in their
power to persuade their Reform sup-
porters to vote against this proposal in
the direction of Free-trade. Well, the
Government carried their measure, and
by carrying it, they opened up the way
very materially to the accession of
the Provinces of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia to the Union.
They got on very well with this 15 per
cent. tariff, the revenue was sufficient
and continued so for a number of years
after Confederation, until at last it was
found necessary, by the gentlemen op-
posite, to increase it from 15 to 173 per
cent. He did not blame them for the
increase, as he believed it was necessary
at the time. But he tbought it would
have been more satisfactory to the great
mass of the people, and mor: advan-
tageous to the country, if, iInstead of
adding to the taxation of the people, by
a general increase of the tariff, they had
considered the circumstances of the
country, and the industrial interests of the
country, and had, at that time, adjusted
the tariff in such a way as to have fos-
tered those interests. Now, one or two
words with reference to another aspect of
* the question, which had been referred to
in the course of the debate. It had
been stated in the House, and else-
Whgre, that his (Mr. Macdougall's)
advice was not required ; but, per-
ha}?s, hon. gentlemen on the Mnisi-
terial benches, in view of the many
years he had served in Parliament,
would not object to a few observations,
by way of advice or suggestion. He
thought that, in addition to this tariff,
and the encouragement it would afford to
the industries of the country, it was ab-
solutely necessary, in the interests of the
wl}ole people, that the Government and
thls.House should introduce, as far as
possible, in every branch of the pub-
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lic service, another policy — a national
policy of economy and retrenchment.
He thought, further, that this House
should disconrage—that the Government
should set their faces against—those
constant applications for additional ex-
penditure, in all parts of the Dominion,
for new, and in many cases useless, public
works. They had, he feared, sunk many
millions of dollars in unprofitable works,
and it was time they should carefully
consider their position, and endeavour to
stop turther expenditure in that direc-
tion. Moreover, he thought there was
another  suggestion ~ which  would
not be out of place in con-
nection  with  this  subject — that
was, to take immediate steps to in-
crease the trade of Canada with other
countries. “They had made an attempt
in 1855-56 to open up new avenues of
commercial intercourse with countries,
with which they could profitably ex-
change articles of Canadian production
for the products of those countries; but
changes of Government and of financial
policy bad interfered for a time with
those measures which were absolutely
necessary to promote this increase of
trade. He thought that, in the present
circumstances of Canada, it was desirable
to open up further trade with the West
Indies, Soath America, Brazil, and the
Australian colonies. He believed that
was one of the objects of the hon. the
Finance Minister in the arrangement
made with respect to the sugar duties.
1t was expected that these changes would
have the effect of inducing a direct trade
with those countries. Tt appeared to him
desirable that they should take another
step. The Government of this Domin-
ion should claim, by communication
with the Imperial Government, and by
such means as might be proper, the right
to participate in all new commercial
treaties between Great Britain and foreign
countries.  Heretofore we had not been
allowed that privilege. It had been the
policy of England, for ages, to secure, as
far as possible, the trade of her colonial
possessions for her own traders and
merchants. Looking into the history of
England and her colonies, he could not
gay that it was not a proper and even &
patriotic policy for the Mother Country
to strengthen her own position by retain-
ing the trade of her own colonies in her
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own hands. It did not retard the pro-
gress of the colonies during their minor-
ity. But, now, when some of them had
reached maturity, when they enjoyed
self-government, and had been given the
uncontrolled management of their local
affuirs, they ought to be allowed com-
mercial independence ag well as local
K]itical independence.  They ought to

permitted to make arrangements,
throngh their own Legislature, with any
country that would make arrangements
with them for the interchange of com-
modities upon favourable terms. In look-
ingoverthe tariff, regulating trade between
England and France, he found that we
had no share in the advantages which
England had secured from that country.
‘While our fellow-subjects in the British
Islands might send their commodities into
France at a moderate rate of duty, many
of ours were actually prohibited, and
others charged 500 or 600 per cent.
more than the same goods would pay if
exported from Englond instead of
Canada. He thought it might be possi-
ble to rectify this, and, under the new
treaty about to be negotiated with
¥rance, to obtain favourable terms for
the productions of Canada.. He might
say that he had a little personal experi-
ence of the policy of England, in refer-
ence to this question of trade. He had
the honour, a few years ago, to act as a
Commissioner on behalf of Canada, to
make favourable terms with the West
Indies and Brazil. He then discovered
that it was still the policy of the Colonial
Office, under the direction of the Lords
of the Privy Council for trade, to pre-
vent the colonies from making reciprocal
arrangements in respect to their dealings
with each other. He believed that diffi-
culty could be got rid of, as regarded the
West Indies, by a full and frank explan-
ation of the whole case to the Imperial
Government, and a move in the direction
of that commercial independence which
Canada’s position entitied her to enjoy.
He had very little doubt, from his obser-
vation of public opinion, that, if the
Government of Canada presented our
case strongly and clearly, we would
either be permitted to join in the com-
mercial treaties ot the Mother Country
with foreign nations, or to make recipro-
cal arrangements with them and our
sister colonies on our own account. We
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must, if possible, find markets abroad.
The predictions of hon gentlemen oppo-
site as to the effect of this tariff upon the
industrial operations of the country might
prove true. They said that in a short
time competition would be so great that
our manufacturers would be ruined, and
the capital invested lost. He admitted
there was a tendency in that direction.
Indeed, he trusted the competition in all
branches of industry would bring down
the prices of commodities to a fair and
reasonable amount. If he did not be-
lieve that competition would keep down
prices, his confidence in the new tariff
would be greatly weakened. A portion
of the people would, no doubt, be drawn
away from  agricultural  pursuits,
under the operation of the new policy,
and, therefore, it would be the
duty of the Government to see that no
stone was left unturned, no opportunity
permitted to pass, which would enwble
them to secure outlets for the surplus
products of the factories, as well as the
forest and the farm, wherever they could
be found., Believing that it would not
only be the duty, but the pleasure of the
present Government, to finish the policy
they had inaugvrated, by making efforts
in that direction, he would leave the ques-
tionin their hands, expressing the hope that
they would make all reasonable endea-
vours to accomplish that object. He
believed they were carrying out fairly
and honestly, the ¢ well understood
wishes of the people,” which, according
to the resolutions of [841, were declared
to be the rule of Government in Canada,
before Confederation, and which, by
the Imperial Act of 1867, were declared
to be the rule of Government in this
country for the future. He believed that
the rule applied, not only to this case,
but to another question under considera-

tion of .the Imperial Government
at this moment. The well un-
derstood wishes of  the people

must be the rule of governwent in this
country, in all matters of local adminis-
tration as well as alterations and amend-
ments*of the law. The intelligence they
had just received from Prince Edward
Island would seem to prove that, in the
wanner in which we are dealing with
the tiscal question, we are carrying out
the well-understood wish of the people
in that Province. The local eleotions
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there had just been decided in such a
manoer as to justify him in assuming
that the people of that Province were
ngf opposed to the policy of the general
Government in regard to the tariff. He
believed a large majority of the people of
the whole Dowminion were in favour of
the speedy adoption of the law which
would make this tariff the policy of the
country for several years to come, for it
was a policy which he hoped and be-
lieved would prowote the happiness, the
prosperity, and the progress of the
country.

Mg. CASGRAIN said he did not
intend, at this late hour, to say much on
the tariff question, but he felt it to be
hig duty tosay a word in behalf of his
own Province, and particularly of his
own county. He had decided objection
both to the tariff as a whole, and to many
of its details. The hon. gentleman the
Finance Minister stated the other day
that this tariff was the result of a com-
promise. It was, in fact,a compromise.
It was a compromise betweep the Upper
Provinces and the Lower Provinces ; the
Province of Quebec stood between the
two, that is to say, she stood under a
cross fire between the tax on coal at one
pole, and the tax on wheat at the other.
He would say that his Province was not
ready to accept this tariff. It had been
stated that this policy would greatly en-
courage the shipping interests of the
country, and the workmen in the city of
Quebec, as elsewhere, had been promised
employment in shipbuilding. He could
agsert, as a fact, that at this moment the
largest shipbuild-ry in the Dominion, the
Messrs. Ross of Quebec, who had not
five ships on the stocks, had recently been
obliged to suspend work. He believed
that many of the promises made to other
industries in this country would he no
be.tter fulfilled than the one made to this
shipping interest. He would say, further,
that, if this policy should prove as suc-
cessful as was anticipated, if it should
realise the benefits which hon. gen‘lemen
expected, but which he did not etpect,
he would he the first to admit that he
had been mistaken, and they had been
right.  He did not believe, however, it
would spcceed. There were certain great
economic laws which were as unyielding
a8 apy other laws of nature, and it was as
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easy to predict scientifically the result of
given economic data as it was to
predict an eclipse of the sun
or of the moon. Popular opinion
regarded crises as an evil ; he denied they
were an evil, they were the result of
anterior events, and the natural cure for
a disordered commerce, and for a state
of things which frequently arose in most
countries. Here we were only four
millions of people, and some of us wanted
to make all our own manufactures with-
out trading with our neighbours. If we
should adopt this policy, in a few years
our markets would be glutted. 'I'hetrue
beginuing of this policy was pointed out
by the hon. member for Halton, which
was to open up markets abroad with
France, Spain, Belgium, etc. But, at the
same time, he denied that we would be
able to compete with other nations,
wny more than England was able to
compete with other mnations. The
theory of supplying work, and of fixing
and maintaining the rate of wages, was
a false theory. The only way of creat-
ing manufactures was to reduce the price
of the article itself, and not by imposing
duties on the raw material that came
from abroad. They knew very well that
wages in France were lower than in
England, and lower in Germany than
in France, and lower in Belgium than
in France. He might give an - instance
of the importancs of cheap labour in the
case of the penknife that he held in his
hand, the very same kind of penknife
for which $4 a piece was paid by a
notorious Tory Government, as was well
remembered. The German trader was
able to bring knives of that description
to Sheflield and Birmingham and under-
sell the English in their own market.
Under German competition the price
had been reduced to 6s. 6d. sterling a
dozen, or l4c. a piece, whilst we con-
sinued to pay for that same article here
from $1.75 to $2. Supposing we should
desire to manufacture articles of this
kind, people would still be able to buy
them cheaper in Xngland, and cheaper
still in Ggrmany.

Mg. TILLEY : The duty on cutlery
is only 20 per cent.

MR. CASGRAIN said the knife cost
him less to-day in England than the duty
he would have to pay on the former im-
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ported article. Therefore, he said that,
if we wanted to manufacture articles,
the first condition of success was to
manufacture them cheaply,and afterwards,
when we had got the products, to find a
market for them. He could give instances
of old English commercial houses who
still marked on their price list the
original price at which the article was
sold. This proved to him that a great
many articles of common use could be sold
a great deal cheaper than the prices now
paid for them. The present commercial
crisis could not last for ever; trade
would inevitably return.  If it returned
during vhe maintenance in power of the
hon. gentlemen opposite, they would say
that it was due to their tariff. It would
not be due to that tariff, but rather in
spite of it. The hon. member for Halton
had spoken of retrenchment, and,
certainly, we needed to practice it now
more than ever.  'We had been in Con-
federation now for twelve years, and our
debts had been growing at a tremendous
rate.  There was a farce called the
nilitia system, which had cost a good
deal of money to the country. If the
citizens of this country would do as they
did in other countries, Switzerland, for
instance, and instead of paying others to
play soldier, they were to play soldier
themselves, he thought it would cost far
less for parade, and the plan would be
more likely to give us an efficient service,
which, he was sorry to say, we had not at
the present moment, because the cost of
our militia system did not pay for the
whistle. He would also practice retrench-
ment throughout our Dominion and
Local Administrations.  There must be
some means of lessening the enormous
expenses of government in this country.
This House was composed of 206 mem-
bers, and he thought a much smaller
number would do just as well. We didnot
need to concentrate so much wisdom. We
were living beyond our means, and going
on from one extravagance to another.
Suppose the country should finally build
and pay for the Pacific Railway. He
would ask hon. gentlemen *opposite
whether they thought the resources of the
country were sufficient to build
it, and  whether the country
would be able to work that road
for three years without running
head over heels into debt? It was
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well-known that the mere working of
that road would cost, at the very least,
$15,000,000 a year. Where would we
go to get that $15,000,000 a year? Sup-
pose we had built the Grand Trunk
Railway, would we, to-day, be able to
support the expenses that were incurred
in running it? No, it was perfectly im-
possible.  We ought to stop, at once,
this excessive expenditure incurred by
the unwise schemes some years ago of the
hon. gentlemen now on the Treasury
benches. The Conservative party boasted
of having held the reins of power in this
Dominion for over 25 years, they ought
then, to be held responsible for what had
occurrred in the meantime. Very little
had been undertaken, involving expendi-
ture, by the Administration of the hon.
gentleman from Lambton, but the finan-
cial depression had caused deficits.
What was the cause of these deficits ? The
Government expended no more mouey
than Parliament had voted for it. They
expended the ordinary sum  of
$22,000,000, but the revenue of the
country fell short of that sum by some-
what over $2,000,000, and now the hon.
the Minister of Finance wanted to raise
$2,5600,000 more on a tarift which had
hitherto produced, on an average,
$24 000,000, for a population of only
4,000,000. This would prove a very
heavy burden.

Mr. TILLEY: We only ask for
$14,000,000 from Customs.

Mr. CASGRAIN said the Govern-
ment wanted to raise, from all sources,
$24,000,000 a year. The Government
expected to get $24,400,000 by this
tariff ; that was $6 per head upon every
man, woman and child in the Dominion.
He was very much mistaken if this were
not so, and, if he was mistaken, perhaps
the hon. the Finance Minister would
enlighten him upon the subject. Conse-
quently, a man who had eight children
would be taxed in proportion. He (Mr.
Casgrain) was burdened with a debt of
$1,000 a year by the Federal Gov-
ernmént, irrespective of the local
and municipal taxations. Therefore, he
thougnt he had a right to speak on the
subject. There was another point*he
desired to call attention to, and #hat was
that, if the hon. gentleman only wanted
to raise $2,500,000 additional, he would



Ways and Means. [AprIL
only have had to increase the tariff by
one and oneteuth per cent. Instead,
however, he had increased the tariff, on
an average from 10 to 12 per cent. He
had no doubt, and he gave the hon. gen-
tleman eredit for it, that he thad decided
upon adopting the Yankee system of
forcing the people to make true entries
in regard to the value of the goods. He
thought his hon. friend the late Finance
Minister must have lost large sums of
money on account of goods being entered
below their actual value. He gave the
hon. the Finance Minister credit for
doing this, but he did not give him credit
for having put the tariff at so high a
rate. He had received numerous letters
from his constitu :nts, and one that very
day, in which they said this tariff was
not acceptable to them. He had also re-
ceived a letter in which it was stated
that they intended to protest, in every
town and parish, against this tariff.
They had a perfect right to do
this, and they were also going to
protest in the county of Montmagny.
In conclusion, he observed that the mo-
tion of the member for Bagot looked
very much as though they had a vote of
non-confidence before the House. He
would leave that motion, however, with
the Ministry, in order that they might
do what they thought best in the matter.
For his part, he was not interested much
in whatever way it went ; but, certainly,
before the House went into Committee,
there was a motion of want of confi-
dence in the Ministry in the paper which
ought to be disposed of.

Mz. LAURIER said it was not his
intention to travel over the whole of the
ground comprised in this question. He
desired simply to repel some of the im-
putations of inconsistency and disloyalty
which had been brought by some hon.
gentlemen against the Liberal party of
Quebec, to which he belonged. To the
first charge of inconsistency he did not
attach much importance. A French
writer had observed, “The: absurd man
13 he who never alters;” and, if the con-
verse of the proposition was true, some
hon. gentlemen opposite, in considera-
tion of their wanderings, were en-
titled go claim a high order of
intelligence, indeed. =~ The charge
of disloyalty was one he was surprised
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to hear uttered by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, but since it had been uttered, it was
nothing but right and fair that it should
rest on the proper shoulders. The main
charge brought against them was, that
they had abandoned their principles—
that at one time the Liberal party of
Quebec held principles similar to those
advocated by the Government of to-day,
which they, the Liberal party of Quebec,
bad abandoned. His hon. friend
from Maskinongé (Mr. Houde) had as-
serted that they who claimed to be fol-
lowers of Mr. Papineau had abandoned
the principles advocated by Mr. Papineau.
When this statement was made it was
cheered, and, if he was to understand
anything from this accusation, it meant
that the Conservative party of Quebec
had at last adopted the policy once ad-
vocated by Mr. Papineau. He could re-
joice that the name of Mr. Papineau
could now be pronounced by Opposition
members of the House, without, at the
same time, coupling with it some in-
jurious expression. He could rejoice
that at last some measure of justice was
to be meted to that man, who, whatever
might be'said of him in other directions,
had been the greatest man Lower Canada
had ever produced. The charge showed
that hon. gentlemen were not like the
stumps in the field—immovable; it
showed that they could retract if they
could not advance, because they adopted
a principle propounded years ago, and
after the issues it had in view had been
settled. Tf it was considered inconsistent
to abandon a principle after the issues
had been settled and determined,
they were certainly inconsistent. If oth-
erwise, then the charge fell on hon.
gentlemen opposite. He would give the
floor to any gentleman who would say
what was the policy of Mr. Papineau,
that they were accused of having aban-
doned. If no ome would tell the House,
he himself would do so. Thew knew, as
well as he did, that the policy Mr. Papi-
neau once advocated, was one calculated
to sever the alliance which then bound,
and still bound us to England. That
was the policy of the Liberal party at
that day, and what occasioned the adop-
tion of that policy? The French Liberal
party had long struggled against England
for responsible government and constitu-

tional liberty. Unfortunately, at that
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time, the policy of England towards her
colonies was not her policy of to-day—
the policy which had made her so dear to
her Canadian subjects. They had heen
petitioning and agitating for the conces-
sion of a free and respousible govern-
ment. Deputation after deputation was
sent to England, and petition after peti-
tion was laid upon the table of the Im-
perial Parliament. The supplies were re-
peatedly suppressed, and all the means of
agitation which the limited Constitution
of that day afforded them was resorted
to. And all in vain. England always
turned a deaf ear to their prayers. Then
Mr. Papineau proposed that policy of
their party, that they should shut their
ports to all English merchandise, that

they should cease their commer-
cial relations with England. His
calculation was that either England

would be forced to give us the liberty for
which we were struggling, or that the
commercial relations with England would
be destroyed, and that, as soon as com-
mercial relations were destroyed, as
a necessity, the political relations would
be destroyed as well. Such, at ghat time,
was the policy of the party to which he
at present belonged. But he was bound
to say that, as soon as this liberty for
which they were struggling was given
them, this policy was abandoned. And
he would defy any gentleman on the
other side of the House to cite a single
word of Mr. Papineau, Mr. Morin, or
any other leader of the Liberal party of
Quebec, that advocated, after they had
obtained responsible government, the
policy to which he (Mr. Laurier) had re-
ferred. And that policy remained aban-
doned until it was restored by the leader
of the Conservative party of Canada.
Now, be was free to say that, had he lived
in those days, he would have been one to
advocate that policy. He would have
been willing torisk his lifein order that the
country might be free. But he was not
living in the year 1837. He was living
in the year 1879, and he would be remiss
to his duty if he were to forget
the flag which waved over this eountry,
and which waved over a free people
Mr. Papineau never told the people that
they were to expect an economical benefit
from this policy, but always told them
that it was a sacrifice, in order that they
might obtain liberty. He, at the same
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time, told them to make the sacrifice,
because no sacrifice was too great for the
precious boon of liberty. At this day
they would not be worthy of the example
of that great man, if they were now,
when the czuntry was free, to again try
to impose the same sacrifice upon the
people. They were accused of being in-
consistent. He would ask the House to
judge of the sincerity of hon. gentlemen
in throwing that reproach across the
floor. He did not know what might be
the object of hon. gentlemen opposite
when they tried to fasten on them the
charge that they, the Liberals of this day,
were not true to their antecedents, un-
less it was to make use of the name of
Mr. Papineau, and say, was not the ex-
ample given them by this great man.
The policy of Mr. Papineau was one of a
most revolutionary character, and no-
thing could have justified it but the aim
which he had in view, which was the
concession of free government to us by
the British nation. He would just give
the House an idea of the policy which
hon. gentlemen opposite reproached
them with having abandoned. In the
year 1837, the year of the Canadian
rebellion, on the 15th of May, a meeting
was held at the parish of St. Laurent.
The meeting was addressed by Mr. Pap-
ineau, and a secries of resolutions were
adopted, which set forth the grievances of
Lower Canada against England, and were
concluded by the following resolutionsx—

“ Resolved. That, under existing circum-
stances, itis urgent to adopt, in the first place,
some means of paralysing the attacks directed
against our rights and liberties, and that this
can be done by draining the sources of the re-
venues, which the measures of the Ministry aim
to rob us of.

# Resolved, That a large share of the Provin-
cial revenue is derived from a duty of 24 per
cent., collected upon all goods manufactured
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land, upon their entry in the ports of this
Province, and that a large proportion of those
goods, especially woollens, linens, and cottons
can be manufactured in this country, or bad
from the United States. That we invite and
recommend to our fellow-countrymen to make
use of the latter, in preference, especially
when we are aware that such articles have
been manufactured in this country, or smug-
gled into it from the United States: that we
will especially encourage the establishment'$f
manufactures in this Province, and that we
will consider as well-deserving of their coun-
try. those who will establish or encourage such
manufactures. That we do not adopt this
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course through any hatred of the Enclish
people, whom we respect, and whom we thank
for their sympathy towards their oppressed
Canadian brethren; but that we adopt this
course trom hatred towaids the injustices
which we have suffered at the hands of the
aristocracy, both Whig and Tory, and to invite
the English people to crush the iron rod of their
and our oppressors.”

Such was the policy which the Conserva-
tive party of to-day reproached the Libe-
ral party of Lower Canada with having
abandoned. They bad abandoned it
because the aim which was sought to be
obtained by this policy had been ob-
tained. They had nothing in view but
to have a free government, andy as soon
as they had a free government, they be-
came as loyal,if not more so, than hon.
gentlemen sitting on the other side of
the House. But hon. gentlemen talked
of inconsistency. He desired to go a
little further in that respect, and survey
the course of his hon. friends opposite.
At that meeting there was a young man
who was destined to play a certain part
in the history of this country. He wasa
young,ardent spirit,one of the most ardent
spirits present on that occasion, and such
‘was his ardour that, not only did he ap-
prove of the policy then propounded, but,
atalater period, he rebelled in arms, and
a price was set upon his head. But as
soon as he obtained the price he required,
as soon as the country was set free, at
least politically, Mr. Cartier became a
loyal subject, and the head of the Con-
servative party. At a somewhat later
period, when Sir George E. Cartier was
at the zenith of his power, he held up
to the country what was his fiscal policy.
At a dinner given to bim, in 1871, he
said :

. Manufacturers often ask for Protective du-
ties. This is absurd ; the same may be said of
extreme Free-trade notion If you do not
pay duties to the Govern t upon manufac-
tared goods, you must have recourse to direct
daxation to make up for the loss out of the aboli-
tion of duties. With exaggerated Protection,
you kill your foreign trade, as the Americans
have done, and you must have recourse to
direct taxation. We shall not make such a
folly. We have adopted the policy of a
Revenue tariff, and not a Protective tariff.”
Such was the policy of the leader of the
Conservative party in 1871. Which of
the two parties could be taxed with in-
eonsistency 1 He could point to the day,
the hour, and the minate, when gentle-
men opposite ceased to hold the doctrine
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of Cartier, and became Protectionists.
It was in the Session of 1876, when the
hon. member for Centre Huron an-
pounced he would not increase the tax-
ation of the country. Up to that time
they had always held to the doctrine of
Cartier, that we should not have Protect-
ive duties, and it was not later than
1874, when the Minister of Publie
Works accused the late Government of
having inserted the thin end of the wedge
of Protection into our system. But, at
that time, 1876, the depression was
great, and, by-and-bye, the manufacturers
of Montreal commenced to agitate for
Protecuion. The Conservative party
meanwhile, assumed neutrality, as a
party. They did not pronounce at once
for Protectipn, Free-trade, or the tariff,
but sat on the fence ready to assail the
Government with the whip of Protection
or the bludgeon of Free-trade. Had the
late Finance Minister said it was his in-
tention to increase tbe tariff, they could
imagine with what a roar of indignation
hon. gentlemen opposite would have told
the people that all their woes were
to be ascribed to his policy of taxaticn, as
they ascrited them now to his policy of
not taxing the people. Another reproach
made against them was that, in 1872,when
the Liberal party was re-organised in
Quebec, it adopted, as a part of its plat-
form, the policy of Protection.  He was
not surprised at this. The Conservatives
followed the fashion of King James the
Second, who, according to Macaulay,
who, when any proposition he affirmed
was objected to, kept re-affirming in a
louder tone, each time objection was made,
until his voice drowned that of the one
who objected.  This statement that the
Liveral party adopted a Protective policy
in 1875 had been proven untrue time and
again, but, notwithstanding that, it wasstill
repeated, each time with more vehemence
than before. He did mnot deny that,
after the policy of Papineau had heen
propounded, there lingered in the hearts
of many Liberals this idea of Protection.
After a storm, the waters did not at once
become calm, but continued their agita-
tion ; soit was with the Liberal party.
But he denied most empbatically that

either in 1872, or at any period
since 1841, the Liberal par
had held this Protective polify
as a party. He had their
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gramme adopted in 1872, in which he
defied any gentleman opposite to find a
single section referring to Protection.
The only reference made to a commercial

policy at all was these words : « Thd ob-

taining of the absolute right to regulate
our commercial relations with foreign
countries, so as to ensure the establish-
meni of manufactures in Canada.” Of
course, the Liberals wanted to establish
manufactures as much as- did tke Con-
servatives ; but the way the former want-
ed to do this was to establish a market
for our manufactures, but the latter
wanted to protect the market, to make
the people pay for them. The charge of
being Annexationists had been brought
against his party by the last man from
whom he had expected it, his hon. friend
from Ottawa. There had Been, at one
time, Annexationists in the ranks of the
Liberal party, but there had been as
many in the Tory party. If anyone
would give him the manifesto of 1849,
he could show for every Liberal on it
two Conservatives. There was® this

difference  between the two  par-
ties: The Liberal Annexationists
became Annexationists from hon-

est conviction, while the Tory Annex-
ationists became so out of spite and dis-
appointed ambition. When the Gov-
ernor-General would not yield to their
wishes, they commenced abusing him just
as the Conservatives now did the Marquis
of Lorne. They were ever the same.
They belonged to that race which Napo-
leon characterised at one time as forget-
ting nothing, and learning nothing. They
were the same in 1879 as in 1849. The
leader of the Government, yesterday,
called the attention of the House to a
Liberal paper which reflected on him.
Let him turn to the leading Conservative
ergan in Quebec, and contrast the two.
The Minerve used the following language
with reference to the action of the Gov-
ernor-General in the Letellier matter :—
« We have now two outrages instead of one ;
and the young man who represents the
Queen at Ottawa is no better than the brigand
who represents the Queen in Quebec.”
As he had said, the Tory Annexation-
ists in Lower Canada became so when,
on a certain occasion, the Governor-Gen-
eral would not yield to their demands,
, after having insulted him in every
;&ible way, they burned the Parlia-
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ment buildings, and signed the Annex-
ationist manifesto. The hon. member for
Ottawa had also referred to a speech
which he (Mr. Laurier) had made six or
seven years ago, in which he said he ad-
vocated the doetrine of Protection. He
defied the hon. gentleman to find the
word Protection in it.

An Hox. MEMBER : But the thing
is.

Mg. LAURIER said the thing was
not. It was a political speech, not a
speech on political economy. It was a
speech in which he invited his fellow-
countrymén of French origin to turn
their attention to industrial pursuits,
rather than literary pursuits ; and, if he
had again to speak on that subject, he
would again use the same language, and
would say to his fellow-countrymen in
Lower Canada, that their education was
far too literary, and not sufficiently
practical ; they should give their atten-
tion more to industrial pursuits, and less
to the arts. He did not want to dircuss
the policy of Protection ; it had been
exhausted. This much he would say:
that he would not be averse to a moder-
ate system of Protection to those indus-
tries which we had the ability to create,
but which required, at the outset,
assistance against foreign competition.
He knew these views were not held by
those who surrounded him, but they were
his views, and he advocated them
honestly, and would give any proposition
of this kind his vote, but he did not be-
lieve in this system of universal taxa-
tion which was brought down under the
the name of Protection, and in which
the Government themselves had no faith,
as was apparent from the course they had
adopted. The Finance Minister ex
cused bimself to@he House for bringing
down this tariff before making another
effort to obtain reciprocity from the Gov-
ernment at Washington. His exouse
was that the Washington Government:
had been approached twice on this sub-
ject, and it would have been lowering the
dignity of this country to make further.
advances. But, at the same time, he
hinted that this Government would be
ready to give Free-trade to the United
States as soon as the United States would
give us Freetrade. Not only did he
hint it, but there was actually a provision
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in the tariff to that effect ; that, as soon
as- the United States would choose
to take off the Customs duty against
Canadian producers, the Canadian Gov-
ernment would take off the Customs
duties against American producers.
There could not be a more candid, frank
and fair avowal that Free-trade was more
suited than Protection to this country,
and, if this were true, what became of the
long and sonorous oration they had
heard from gentlemen opposite? If it
was admitted that Free-trade was
superior to Protection, and that this
country was ready to give Free-trade to
to the Americans as soon as they would
give us Free-trade, was it not a most
eloquent denunciation of the Protection
theories they had heard from the other
side of the House? They had been
told that the most magnificent results
would accrue from a Protective policy ;
but, suppose the Americans gave us Free-
trade to-morrow ; suppose we had Free-
trade with France as well, and Free-trade
everywhere, what would not be the fate
of this country if the theories held by
hon. gentlemen opposite were true? The
concession that this Government was
ready to give Free-trade to the Ameri-
cans, was the best condemnation of the
increase of duty and of the present
tariff. 'What was the idea at the bottom
of this increase of duty? Tt was, as
explained by gentlemen opposite, that
Americans could now come here and un-
dersell our manufacturers, though they
had a duty against them of 174 per cent.
If that were true, was it common sense
to suppose that we could compete against
them with no tariff atall? This conces-
sion that Free-trade was the best thing
for the country justified the policy of
the Parti National, in 1877, which had
been spoken of by the hon. member for
Halton (Mr. Macdougall) this evening.
We did not want a contracted market,
such as we would have under Protection,
but a more expanded market, and he
hoped the day would soon come when we
would adopt the policy of the National
party in 1872, and take the right to
regulate our trade relations with foreign
countries, There was something peculiar
about this tariff. There was a provision
In it that we were ready to give Free-
trade to the Americans as soon as they
would give us Free-trade.
75
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Mr McCALLUM :

and animals only.
Mr. LAURIER : In everything.

Mg. PLUMB : There is no such pro-
position.

Mr. LAURIER said they were ready
to give the Americans Free-trade, and
France also, to some extent, but there was
one country which had given us Free-
trade, and which was denied the bene-
fit, and that country was England.
He was not so loud in his professions of
loyalty as gentlemen opposite. He did
not impugn the loyalty of anybody, but
there was not one man, even on the
other side of the House, who did not feel
that this policy was injurious, and, not
only injurious in itself, but unworthy of
a Canadian people towards the English
people. There was, also, another reason
why he was against this tariff. It was
a universal increase of taxation, disguised
under the name of Protection. He did
not understand Protection in this way.
The inducement held out to the people
for adopting this policy was that, though
there would be an increase of taxation all
round, there would be, also, an increase
of labour all round. This was a fallacy
in itself. He did not deny that, under
this tariff, when put ir operation, they
might create more labour somewhere,
but it would be at the expense of so
much labour destroyed elsewhere. Of
course, every nation had a certain power
of consumption, and no more. NoActof
Parliament and no amount of legislation
could increase the ability to consume of
a people. It stood by itself, and de-
pended on altogether different circum-
stances from legislation, and was, there-
fore, above the control of legislation.
The theory of the tariff was this: We
imported so many millions every year.
It was calculated that the barrier placed
in the face of importations would de-
crease them, and the people would be
compelled to manufacture in the country
the amounts which would be lessened by
the decrease of importations. Either
this tariff would have an effect, or it
would not ; either it would decrease the
importations, or it would not. If it did
not decrease the importations, the conse-
gnence would be that everything would

In breadstuffs

be made dearer to the consumer,  but
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there might not be a day’s more labour
in the country. If, on the other hand,
the importations were decreased, he
quite admitted that, though the article
would be dearer to the consumer, there
would be more labour in the country ;
but there would be labour destroyed, and
that would be in connection with the
shipping industry. There was not a
more true proposition in history, than
that no Protection country every had a
merchant navy. Take the example of
France and of the United States. He need
not dwell upon them, because they had
already been referred to, but, as sure as
they diminished imnportation, they de-
stroyed the labour of the sailor, the
pilot, the stevedore, and all those who,
in every maritime city, lived upon the
shipping of the country. He spoke of
this because he had the heonour to repre-
sent one of the largest maritime cities of
the Dominion, and one which had alarge
population living exclusively upon the
shipping of the country. In the city of
Quebec there was a large population of
pilots, sailors, stevedores, ship-labourers
and so on, whose only labour depended
upon the trade of the country, upon the
importations made every year, and when
they stopped the importations altogether
they would have completely destroyed
the labour of thewe people. That would
be the Protection given to them. He
did not deny they would be giving labour,
perhaps, to others, but what would they
do with this large population which
would be thrown out of employ-
ment. His hon. friend from the
county of Quebec (Mr. Caron) had
referred to his (Mr. Laurier’s) election in
QuebecEast, and had stated he had not
carried out the promises which he then
made. What he promised was, that the
Government of Mr. Mackenzie would
endeavour to get from the French Gov-
ernment the same concession which was
given to the English Government as to
ghips—that they would allow the regis-
tration of Canadian shipsin France at the
same rate of duty as English ships, and
that, at the same time, we should admit,
as a compensation, their wines at the
same rate as they were admittedin Eng-
land. These were promises which he
then made with the authorisation of his
leader. He made no other promises,
and these they had carried out to their

M=r. LAURIER.
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full extent. They had endeavoured to
obtain from the French Government this
concession.  The British Ambassador in
Paris was charged to present their peti-
uion to the French Government. It was
said by hon. gentlemen opposite that
they had not carried out their promises.
But what more could they have done
than open negotiations with France
through the British Ambassador? When
that Governmenl refused the Canadian
Government’s propositions, what was left
for them todo?  His hon. friend from
Quebec (Mr. Caron), who belonged to
the militia, might think that they should
have compelled France to buy Canadian
ships at the same rate as English, on
pain of bombarding their ports. But
that might have been dangerous.  They
might have applied to Bismarck to assist
them in compelling France to meet (lana-
dian views; but they were the Liberal
party, and, as Bismarck was a Tory, and
an out-and-out Protectionist, they would
not invoke his aid. The only thing they
could do was done. They opened
a correspondence with the French
Government,showing the peoplethat they
had performed their promise. There was
another reason why he could not support
the tariff—because it introduced the
abominable system of taxing all the
necessaries of the poor. Hon. gentlemen
opposite cried, ¢ Hear, hear;” but iv
could not be denied that the tea, sugar,
bread and clothing of the people would
be taxed. So far as his own Province of
Quebec was concerned, the idea of taxing
wheaten flour and coal appeared full of
crueltr. That Province did not produce
enough flour for her own consumption,
while, as to coal, the people had six
months of winter. Before six months
expired, he predicted that every mother
in every Quebec cottage would curse the
day this tariff was introduced, which was
to add so much to the anxieties and cares
of her domestic life.

MRg. CIMON said that he had not in-
tended to speak upon this important
question, but the speech just delivered by
the hon. member for Quebec Kast (Mr.
Laurier) had been so strange, that he
could not allow the debate to be closed
without refuting it. He, therefore,
begged of the House to pardon him fer
continuing the debate a few moments.
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He was Feally surprised fo see so much
loyalty professed by the hon. member for
Quebec East this evening ; at all events,
it should be a cause of rejoicing for all
to see him so firmly attached to the
British OCrown. No doubt but that
this declaration was quite sincere.
The hon. member had  stated
that the idea of a Protective policy had
originated in the days of the late Mr. L.
J. Papineau, and that the bad treatment
"that Canadians were then receiving at
the hands of England had so irritated
them, that Mr. L. J. Papineau had
placed himself at the head of his fellow-
eitizens, in order to be revenged, and had
inscribed on his flag, that ¢ Canadians
should purchase nothing from England.”
That, according to the hon. member,
bad been the origin of Protection, and
this policy had been framed with the in-
tention of bringing about the separation
of Canada from England. The hon.
member for Quebec KEast excused this
disloyal policy of that period, on the
ground that Canadians were then un-
justly treated by England, but, he
had added, times were -changed.
England had repaired her injustice,
she had removed all cause of dis-
content, she treated Canada well ; and
Canadians could now only be grateful
towards her. That was why they should
not put in practice this disloyal policy o
Protection inaugurated by Mr. Papineau,
and it was in order to remain loyal to
England that the Liberal party had long
ago abandoned this idea of a Protective
policy. But, curious to relate, in 1871,
the hon. gentleman was a member
of the Local House, and there,
what had been said by this loyal

subject of Her Majesty, as he
now styled himself? Well, he had
stood up in the Local Legislature

and had endeavoured to arouse through-
out the country, against England, the
same feelings of hostility to which the
eloquence of Papineat had given birth in
1837. The hon. member reminded the
House of the days of Papineau, saying
that Papineau’s policy impowed itself
upon the whole people then, as in 1837.
Yet, in 1871, Canada was as well treated
by the Mother Country as she was to-
day. Long previous to 1871, Eungland
had been acting justly towards Canada,
and the extreme policy ot Papineau had
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been abandoned. Why, then, had the
hon. member, this loyal subject, who,
this evening, would on no account do
anything te displease England, made use,
before the Local Legislature in 1871, of
the following language :

« Sir, it is many years since the great patriot
that we have just lost, the Hon. L.J. Papinean,
seeking for a remedy against the evils of his
day, summed up his policy on this subject in
the following simple precept: ¢We should
purchase nothing from the metropolis” I am
of opinion that chis policy imposes itself upon
us to-day with as much force as at the time it
was first enunciated.”

Therefore, in 1871, this loyal subject
of Her Majesty wanted the country to
adopt the policy advocated by Papineau in
1837, and as this policy, according to the
hon. member, was calculated bring
about the separation of Canada from the
Mother Country, it must be admitted
that, in 1871, the hon. member was a
disloyal subject, or else that he was not
sincere in what he said this evening.

Mr. LAURIER asked the hon. mem-
ber to continue reading his (Mr. Lau-
rier’s) speech.

Mz. CIMON said he would de so.
Not only had the hon. member wished,
in 1871, to arouse, throughout the coun-
try, with his eloquence, the same storms
as Papineau had brought upon Canada,
in 1837, but he had, moreover, wished
to set one race against another. The
hon. member had made a strong appeal
to French-Canadians, to irluce them to
adopt the Protective system of Mr.
Papineau, which was summed up in this
simple precept, that “ nothing should be
purchased from the Mother Country,”
saying that it imposed itself upon the
country more strongly in 1871 than ever.
The hon. member had asked him to go on
reading his speech. Well, he found, in
this same speech that he delivered in
1871, the following words :—“1It is a
duty for us, especially for us, Canadians
of French origin, to create a national in-
dustry.” Where, then, was the loyalty
of the hon. member in 1871% There-
fore, he was not sincere in what he had
said this evening. He was curious to
know what motives had inspired the
speech that the hon. member had just
delivered. He maintained that the House
was not disloyal in inaugurating a Pro-
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tective policy in this country. This Pro-
tective system had not the same aim as
that of Mr. Papinean. This tariff was
not unfavourable to England. It was
framed as a set-off against the policy of
the United States. The hon. member
had charged the Conservative party with
disloyalty. He would ask him what
party had uttered, in this country, words
in favour of independence or annexation,
if it was not the Liberal party? Every
time a man proclaimed himself an An-
nexationist, it was certain that he be-
longed to the Liberal party. Had not
the members for Chateanguay and Shei-
ford, who saut beside the hon.
member, signed the Annexationist
manifesto ? The hon. member could not
mentiou a single man of the Conserva-
tive patty who had manifested a desire
to bring about the separation of Canada
from England. On the contrary, it was
well knewn that, every time such a desire
had been manifested, it came from a
Liberal. The hon. member, still speaking
of loyalty, had quoted an unfortunate ex-
pression that had escaped a Conservative
journalist, in speaking of His Excellency,
and he had endeavoured to make the whole
Conservative party responsible for it.
There was not a member in this House
who did not regret this article. But
since the hon. member for Quebec East
wished to enter upon this subject, b
would recall what the hon. member for
Shefford, who now sat beside him, and
who had, for a long time, been his
colleague, hdd said in 1873, of Lord
Duflerin, who was the Governor-Gen-
eral of Canada. He compared him to
Nero. The hon. member for Shefford
had said this —

~ #He (Mr. Huntington) wished to speak of
the attributes of the Crown, but he did not
wish to refer to the time when Nero played
the fiddle and recited verses, whilst Rome, set
on fire by his own hand, lay burning at his
feet. There were epochs when events were so
important that the cause of truth must be
placed above any man, however exalted might
‘be his position.”

He would now take the organ of the
Liberal party of Quebec, in 1873,
L’ Evenement, a paper that was supposed
to express more particularly the
opinions of the hon, member for Quebec
East. L' Evenement, in its issue of the
14th of August, 1873, made use of the
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following langnage, in speakin@® of Lord
Dufferin :—

% The coup d’etat, of which Ottawa was yes-
terday the scene, takes us back to the darkest
days of our history, and Lord Dufferin, here-
tofore so popular, has just inscribed his name:
below those of the most execrated of our for-
mer Governors. * * * ¢

« Well, since he willg it, since he prefers, to
the respect of a free people, the embraces of
men who abandon all defence of their out-
raged honour, since he abdicates the réle of an
impartial arbitrator, listening only to the
voice of Parliament, in order to become the
obedient servant of prevaricating Ministers;
since he is naught but a footman, wearing the
Imperial livery ; therefore, let him receive his
share of public contempt, and let him fall to
the level of those he shields against popular
Jjustice.”

He could quote articles from the Globe,
written in a similar strain. Here was
what the Globe had said in Augusé, 1873,
of Lord Dufferin :—

«We regret to say that the Governor-Gen-
eral (Lord Dufferin) has placed himself in a
false position, and the sooner he prepares for
his departure from the Dominion, which he
will find too hot for him, after his most an-
pardonable attack on the privileges of the
House of Commons, the better.

« Words fail to express the heinousmess of
the outrage committed by Earl Dufferin.
‘Who should blame the poor outraged people if
they should, en masse, proceed to the capital
and make guilty criminals flee for their lives.
Her Majesty should be petitioned to recall

o¥ Lord Dufferin, whose name will, henceforth,

be held in utter execration by every honest
man in Canada.”

There were so many samples of the
loyalty of the Liberal party in this
country. Hon. members on the other
side would do well to keep silent on this
subject.  The hon. member had spoken
but little of the tariff, but he had said
enough to let the House see the manner
in which he was endeavouring to arouse
public opinion in Lower Canada upon
this question of the tariff. He had
spoken of the duties to be imposed upon
agricultural products.  He had referred
to flour and wHeat, saying that the
Customs dutiesimposed upon these articles
was an unjust and crushing tax,an
enormous tax, that would weigh heavily
above all on the poorer classes.
But the hon. member for Lambton (Mr.
Mackenzie) had said, last night, that the
duty upon wheat and flour was a delu-
sien, und that it would in no way raise
the price of Upper Canadian flour. It
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was easy to see that the hon. members
on the other side had not come to an un-
derstanding as to the line of attack.
The hon. member for Quebec East said
quite the contrary to what the hon.
leader of the Opposition maintained, and
wvice versd. 'What confidence was to be
placed in such a party, and how could
people believe that they were sincere!
But, rather, they had come to an under-
standing in order to forward their politi-
cal interests by ,selting one Province
against another. i‘he hon. member for
Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie) 1old the
Province of Ontario that her wheat and
flour was not protected, that this tariff
would not raise the price of those articles,
whilst the hon. member for Quebec East
{Mr. Laurier) said to the Province of
Quebec : “T.ook at those wicked Con-
servatives ; they tax your wheat and your
flour, in order to enrich the farmers of
Ontario.” What conclusion was to be
drawn from all that, if not that the hon.
member and his friends were endeavour-
ing to regain power by appealing to the
prejudices of the people? They failed to
show that they were either sincere or
patriotic. The hon. member had, more-
over, tald the House that the Govern-
ment Were adding $2,000,000 to the
taxes of the country. But could the hon.
member for Quebec East, who had been
a member of the late Administration,
complain with good graceof this increase 1
Was it for him te blame the present
Government for imposing duties in order
to make sure of sufficient revenue to
defray the extravagant expenditure in-
curred by the hon. member and his col-
leagues of the late Administration ?
Wasitfor him to come ang¢ endeavour
to embarrass the Government in the
efforts they were making to raise the
credit of the Dominion that they had
lowered? The country was obliged to
pay the debts of the late Administration.
As soon as these debts were met, the
Liberal party might be certain that the
Conservatives, faithful to their pledges
and to their Government, would lighten
the burdens of the people. There were
several other arguments made use of by
the hon. member that he would like to
refute, but he did not wish to trespass
longer on the patience of the House.
He had only risen to answer ‘that part
©of the speech of the hon. member in
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which he had accused the Conservatives
of disloyalty. By speaking longer he
would be worthy of -the censure of the
House, for it was not right to continue
the discussion at three o’clock in the
morning, especially when the debate had
been going on for a fortnight. He would
beg leave, however, to say that he found
very strange the other argumeut
of the hon. member for Quebec East,
which consisted in saying that the present
tariff, by raising the duties on foreign
prodnets, would enrich a few manufac-
turers, to the detriment of the farmers.
There could be nothing more erroneous,
for it was the farmer who was the most
interested in having these duties raised.
For what would occur? Capitalists,
seeing that this Protective system offered
them a good chance of increasing their
capital, would invest a greater amount of .
money in manufactures. The result
would be that competition would spring
up awmong manufacturers in thiscountry ;
this competition would increase the de-
mand for raw material required for these
manufactures, the demand for agricultu-
ral produce, ete.,and these articles being in
greater demand, their price would neces-
sarily increase. On the the other hand,
manufattured goods, becoming more
numerous, would be sold cheaper. Thus
the farmer would sell dearer and buy
cheaper, for competition would oblige
the manufacturer to sell his goods cheaper
and pay higher prices for what he needed.

Mg. ANGLIN said that, under the
circumstances, he thought it would be
well to adjourn the debate for at least
one day more. He asked if the House
would consent to the adjournment of the
debaze.

Several Hon. MEMBERS: Question.

Mgr. TILLEY : It is very impoftant
to close the debate this morning. There
is a general anxiety that we should do
80.

Mzr. ANGLIN said there might be an
anxiety to do so, but many more desired
to speak on this subject. Hon. gentlemen
on the other side had occupied the whole
of this day, and some had spoken twice.
He thought 1t was only fair that, on &
maiter like this, all should have an op-
portunity of speaking.
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Several Hon. MEMBERS : Question.

Sir A.J. SMITH said he protested
against the action of the Ministerial
party, who seemed to think that, because
they were in the majority, they should
control the cotrse and duration of the
debate, and force a division when it
suited them. He did not think il rea-
sonable, at that hour of the morning, to
compel a member to speak. The House
should adjourn, leaving the debate to be
Tesumed.

MRr. ANGLIN said that the ques-
tion before the House was a very large
one, and exceedingly difficult to deal
with properly at that hour, when it
was hardly to be expected that hon.
gentlemen opposite would listen atten-
tively to arguments against a measure
they were compelled to support. They
were invited, at the opening of the debate,
to consider a whole series of questions,
including the present condition of this
Dominion, the causes that led to the de-
pression, and the character of the revolu-
tionary remedies proposed by the hon.
the Finance Minister. Strange to say,
there was a wide difference of opinion,
even with regard to the condition of the
eountry. The Finance Minister com
menced his Budget speech by drawing a
contrast between the state of this country
at the time he made his former Budget
speech, in 1873, and its present condition,
making statements not consistent with
the facts. He spoke of its condition in
1873 as bright, cheerful, promising ; the
future was described as being full of
hope and encouragement. But those who
then heard that speech saw that even
then the shadow of the gloom impending
over this country was cast upon the hon.
gentleman, for he informed the House
that, although, by means of the surpluses
that had accrued in previous years, he
would be able to meet the liabilities then
existing, he anticipated that he would
find it necessary the year after to ask for
increased taxation. So all was not then
so bright and cheerful as he would now
have themsuppose. They were told that,
before 1873, this country enjoyed a
degree of prosperity unexampled and
unparalleled ; that the Government of
that day, Qwing to their great abil-
ity and ' wonderful patriotism, and
extraordivary powers, contrived to roll
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up surpluses with one hand, while, with
the other, they swept away taxation.
Bul it was important to remark that
during the years before 1873, the hon.
gentlemen opposite found it necessary to
increase the taxation two or three differ-
ent times, and so hard set were they
that at one time they introduced a sys-
tem of taxing all sthe packages in which
goods were imported, adding some 5 per
cent. on the total amount of taxes collec-
ted. Now,it was unquestionable that even
to-day, some six months after their return
to power, this country was suffering
from very serious depression, which they
were asked to admit was caused by the
late Administration. They were told by
the Minister of Public Works, too, that
the magnificent fabric, the stately and
beautiful and solid fabric reared by their
predecessors, was rathlessly destroyed by
the bungling want of patriotism and want
of ability of the Liberal Administration.
That, again, was a statement entirely
contrary to the facts. What was the
cause of the extraordinary increase of
revenue for which the gentlemen on the
other side so boldly demanded credit?
At the close of the Awmerican war, the
whole commercial world was digturbed,
and no part of it so much as ®anada.
The people of the United States, finding
their farms without stock, and their
ships and stores almost empty, bought in
Canada vast numbers of horses, horned
cattle, sheep, pigs, turkeys, and other
fowl, at extravagant prices, and created
in  this country . an extraordin-
ary degree of temporary prosperity.
About that time, also, there was an ex-
traordinary amount of speculation in
railway bujlding. Ontario, from her
large accumulated surpluses, had begun
to assist different railways, which, with
bonuses from municipalities, and the sale
of bonds, led to the expenditure of some
$15,000 to $30,000 a mile on several
hundred miles of new railroads—all this
contributing to swell the expenditure of
the country, and increase its appavent
prosperity. But, more, there was the
notorious fact that the prices of merchan-
dise, for some extraordinary reason, ad-
vanced in an unusual degree, so that the
revenue of this country increased en-
ormously for three or four years, without
any effort on the part of hon. gentle-
men opposite. For this they were not
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entitled to thé slightest credit. Nor,
if they bad fair pretensions to the
character of statesmen, would they make
any claim to credit for an increase en-
tirely independent of anything they did,
or could do. They knew that the prices
of cotton goods, woollen goods, and more
particularly all articlés of iron, advanced
remarkably in price. In that way, as
their imports increased—mnot in quanti-
ties so much as in value—the revenue
increased to an unprecedented extent.
Those hon. gentlemen made extraordin-
ary efforts to overtake that increase of
revenue. Hach year they framed their
estimates so as to cover the increase
of the previous year. With a zeal, per-
haps commendable, certainly very note-
worthy, they kept up this chase to the
last moment. The last time the present
Finance Minister appeared in the
same capacity, he introduced a Budget in
which he proposed to expend the
extraordinary sum of $23,500,000.
The Finance Minister told them in New
Brunswick, before they came into Con-
federation, that they would never spend
more than $11,500,000 a year in their
time—that $11,500,000 would cover all
expenses for all purposes that could
be imagined, even including the ex-
penditure of $1,000,000 for Militia
expenses. But his Nemesis followed
him, too, and after Confederation, in
the very first year in which he became
Finance Minister, he introduced an esti-
mate for almost double the amount which
he said would be sufficient. Well, they
knew how this increase went on. They
knew how the revenue rolled up. Great
credit was taken by the men now in
power for striking off taxes. They took
the tax off tea and coffee the last year
they were in power, because the idea of
afree breakfast table had taken posses-
sion of the people of the United
States, and it would have been per-
fect folly for u Canadian Government to
attempt to collect the duty on tea and
coffee under the circumstances, and, there-
fore, they took the duty off those articles,
with 2 magnanimity for which they had
never ceased to take credit, particularly
the hon. the Minister of Public Works.
And they asked the people to contrast
their magnificent administration and the
wonderful benefits they conferred upon
the country, by their patriotism and

[ArriL 9, 1879.]

The Tarif. 1191
ability, with the failure, as they alleged,
of those who succeeded them in power.
Thehon. the Minister of Public Works had
alleged, in his usually loud tones, and
strong language, that the late  Admin-
istration destroyed the fabric which their
predecessors had raised, and that they
were responsible for the large expendi-
ture and the deficits which had since
occurred. Not only had they succeeded
in persuading the constituencies through-
out the country, if they were to judge by
the electors, but there were many hon.
members of the House who seemed
really to believe that such was the
fact, that the expenditures had grown
up to their present extraordinary
dimensions because of the maladministra-
tion of the late Government, ad that
the necessity for imposing these new
taxes had been occasioned by somethingor
other done by the late Administration, or
something they neglected to do. . They
had heard this statement over and over
again during the debate ; but he (Mr.
Anglin) always looked with surprise at
every hon. gentleman so speaking, and
scanned his features in order to ascertain
if he made the statement seriously, and
believed, himself, what he alleged, and
he (Mr. Anglin) was forced to believe
that, in most cases, the hon. members
who made those statements, were really
convinced of the truth of what they said.
But who was it that increased the ex-
penditure? It was increased from
$12,000,000 or $14,000,000 during the
first ears of  Confederation to
$23,000,000 or $24,000,000 in 1873-74.
This fact appeared clear and unquestion-
able to any one examining the Public
Accounts and the Estimates : that that ex-
traordinary expenditure was first fastened
on the country by hon. gentlemen op-
posite. There was the ‘increase of the
subsidies to the Provinces. There was
the adjustment of the debt between On-
tario and Quebec. When put altogether,
their Estimates for the last year they
were in power were some $23,500,000]or
$24,000.000. Why, theun, should the
late Administration be held responsible
for the increase? Where, when, or how,
he would ask, were the late Government
responsible for that increase? Where,
when, or how did they make the addition
which had been made to the permanent
liabilities of the country? What was
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thereason that it was necessary, to-day, to
increase the taxation of the country?
They were told there was a deficit of
$2,000,000, and that it would be neces-
sary to raise $2,400,000. They were
told that the amount of the fishery
award was to be absorbed in meeting
existing Caunadian liabilities. He agreed
to a great extent with the hon. member
from Prince Edward Island, who main-
tained that that money belonged by right
to the people of the Maritime Provinces,
and more especially to the men who were
engaged in the fisheries, from whom, in
fact, all was taken for which that money
was the equivalent. However, that
money had been taken to meet liabilities.
He thought he understood, from the late
Finance Minister, that he contemplated
using that money for a similar purpose,
whether permanently or not he did not
say ; and he alleged, as a justification,
the condition of the finances of the
country. He (Mr. Anglin) did not
know that anything the late Government
had done had rendered it necessary now
to increase taxation, and that proposition
was emphatically denied on his side
of the House. 'They denied that they
had in the slightest degree increased the
permanent liabilities of the country, ex-
cept to an extent that was unavoidable.
They were compelled, in order to meet
the liabilities incurred by their predeces-
sors, and the obligations they had im-
posed on the Government, to borrow a
large amount of money. The interest
must be paid on that money, and a sink-
ing fund provided. To that extent the
Government were compelled to increase
the pecuniary liabilities of the country.
Then there was the establishment of the
Mounted Police in the North-West,
that he believed the previous Govern-
ment themselves were prepared to estab-
lish. The expense caused by this was
enormous, but he thought it was regarded
as a salutary measure. But, if any one
of the hon. gentlemen now forming the
majority of this House imagined that
that expense could be dispensed with, he
would have an opportunity, when they
came to the Estimates, of moving that the
provision for the Mounted Police be
struck out. In doing so, he would show
his sincerity. It was also found neces-
sary fo make treaties with the Indians of
the North-West. This was manifestly
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and obviously necessary for the purpose
of maintaining peace out there, and for
the purpose of avoiding expenditures,
such as the United States had long had
to bear, in consequence of their ill-trest-
ment of Indians on their reserves. Treat-
ies had to be made that would satisfy
the Indians, at least for a time, and
prevent any danger of an outbreak.
The establishment of the Supreme Court
was one of the expenditures tor which
the country was indebted to the late Ad-
ministration. He (Mr. Anglin) con-
fessed that he himself never saw any
necessity for the immediate establish-
mentgof that Court, but all .the lawyers,
he believed, on both sides of the House
were very anxious for its establishment.
The present right hon. Minister of the
Interior, when Minister of Justice, more
than once introduced a measure for the
purpose of establishing that Court. The
hon. gentleman failed to introduce a Bill
that would satisfy the House, or satisfy
himself, He had to withdraw two Bills,
because they did not meet with the ap-
proval of the House, and that was the
reason this Court was not established in
his time. But it was established by the
late Administration, and had become one
of the permanent burdens of the Domi-
nion. The Post Office establishment was
reconstructed, and the postage of letters
to the United States and Great Britain
was very aterially reduced. A
free delivery was established in seve-
ral of the large cities, and very
great additions were made to the
number of post-offices in the Dominion,
and to the number of miles to be travelled
over by conveyances carrying the mails.
All this entailed very large additional
expense. He had seen it stated in a
speech made in another place, that
20,000,000 more letters and packages
were now conveyed through the post-
offices every year, than were conveyed be-
fore the change was made. Now, he
presumed no gentleman would move that
they go back to the state of things which
formerly existed, in regard to the post-
office. = No doubt that improvement
could have been deferred for a time, and
it would have been imprudent to have
incurred the additional expense if_ the
Government had been regarded as a
bankrupt concern. The people of this
country, when this matter was fairly and
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fully stated to them, would say that it
was an expenditure fully justified, and
that they would not, on any account, re-
turn to the old state of things. When
the late Finance Minister made his
Budget speech, in 1874, he anticipated a
deficit, but he could not have anticipated
that there would be so sudden a decline
in the prices of merchandise of all kinds.
He was charged with not having had the
courage to come down with a proposition
which would enable him to meet fairly
the wants of the ccuntry, by imposing
additional taxation. They all knew
that, in 1874, he informed the House
that there would be a deficit,
and did ask for increafed taxation,
which, but for the decline in the prices
of goods imported, would have yielded an
additional revenue of three million
dollars ; but, as the prices continued to
go down year after year, he found that
the revenue, notwithstanding the addi-
tional taxation, barely kept up to the for-
mer standard. Had the Government ex-
ceeded its estimates of expenditure year
after year, or had it wasted money in
any way, the charge made so often by
hon. gentlemen would be a tangible one.
But such was not the case ; the deficit
was caused solely by the decline in the
revenue, for which the Government
could not be held responsible. They
were told that this country was ina
worse condition than any part of the
civilised world, and they were asked to
contrast its condition with that of the
United States, which the hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Works held up as an ex-
ample of all that was great and prosper-
ous. But Canada was successful beyond
all comparison, If they considered that
the population of the United States was
eleven times greater than that of Canada,
1t would be found that we imported fitty
per cent. more than they did; and if
great exportations were a proof of pros-
perity, we were vastly more prosperous
than the peeple of the United States.
The hon. gentleman also pointed out
that the imports of the United States

were small, and assumed that the
reason for this was that the
manufactures of the country had

grown to such an extent as to supply
the wants of the people. If the decline
In Imports was a proof of prosperity,then,
instead of holding the late Government
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responsible for the distress of this coun-
try, he should admit that, if they in-
fluenced the amount of imports in any
way, they rendered great service, by re-
ducing it so materially. What in truth
was the state of affairs in the United
States? Nearly two-thirds of the fac-
tories there had been idle for a long time
past. An hon. gentleman had stated
that some were now working at double
time. That might be; but, neverthe-
less, for some years past, a number of
factories had been working at half time,
and had paid very small wages, and very
many had been closed altogether. They
had all heard of the riots among the
foundry operatives in Troy, a year or
two ago, and of riots in Pittsburg, and
a great many other cities, where crowds
filled the streets, demanding employment,
and using threats,and sometimes violence,
5o that it was necessary to call ouv the
troops to quell the tumults. They had
heard of the extraordinary suffering
among miners in the coal regions, of the
immense number of 31,000 people out of
employment in the manufacturing
State of Massachusetts last year.
The value of real estate, in the principal
cities in the United States declined year
after year, not merely in proportion to
the change in the relacive value of paper
and gold, but absolutely, so that it had
fallen far below the gold value, as it was
before the Civil War. Another asser-
tion frequently made by gentlemen op-
posite was that, owing to the misgovern-
ment of the last five years, the people of
Canada flocked in thousands to the
United States ; but the truth was that,
while the Conservatives were in power,
no less than 500,000 native-born Cana-
dians emigrated to the United States ;
but about the time the late Government
got into power that emigration almost
absolutely ceased ; so that, where thou-
sands went in previous years, hardly ten
went now. And not only was that a
fact, but large numbers of the expatriated
Canadians had returned to settle again in
this country. The hon. the Minister of
Public Works told them of the unexam-
pled prosperity of the United States, and
contrasted the condition of that country,
as described by himself, with the condi-
tion of Free-trade England. But they
all knew that, some two years ago, large
numbers of the mechanics and operatives
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of New York and other large cities in
the United States, who had emigrated
from Europe, returned to poor Free-trade
England, because they could not find em-
ployment in the Protectionist United
States. This that hon. gentleman seemed
to have forgotten ; but they all knew
that he did not always recollect those
facts which told against his side
of a case, while he was very fond
of exaggerating those which were favour-
able. It was a well-known fact that
those people returned in tens of thous-
ands to Great Britain. They knew that
emigration to the United States, more
especially from Ireland, England and
Germany, had almost entirely ceased tor
some years past, because emigrants did
not hope to find employment at fair
wages in that highly protected country
which the Minister of Public Works
alleged soloudly was so very prosperous.
He found in the Boston Pilot, a paper
devoted to the interests of the working
classes, a protest against a proposal
to pass a law, making vagrancy a
criminal offence in some of the United
States, while there were so many thous-
ands of honest workingmen tramping in
search of employment there. He found
also that there had been in Rouen, one
of the towns in France, a protected
country, a meeting of some 20,000 work-
men who were unable to get work.
That was a condition of things
that was very much to be deplored.
There was, no doubt, a great deal of
distress prevailing througheut the cities
and towns of the Dominion. No one
could walk through the streets of Ottawa
and see the number of stores closed up on
the principal streets, and deny that a
great deal of depression existed in the
country. The late Government had been
charged by their successors with not
having done anything to retrieve the
depression. The hon. member for Hal-
ton (Mr. Macdougall) had repeated the
charge frequently in his speech thiseven-
ing, and had called upon members of
the Opposition, not merely to find fault
with this tariff, but to propound some
counter proposition for relieving the dis-
tress of the country. But the late Gov-
ernment had expended millions of dol-
lars upon public works which went
directly to the relief of the workingman,
and had, by judicious economy, kept down
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the ordinary expenditure, so that, not-
withstanding the great increase of inter-
est, and the large expenditure in the
North-West, and the post-office improve-
ments, the total expenditure exceeded
the Estimates submitted by the present
Finance Minister in 1873 only by two
or three hundred thousand dollars. It
would have been mnecessary to propose
the imposition of heavier taxes, but he
could not see that the people of the
country would be assisted or relieved in
any way by the imposition of additional
taxation. The present Government pro-
posed to tax the people. The late Min-
ister of Finance thought it better to
run a little into debt, and allow one or
two small deficits to grow, than to im-
pose additional taxation at a time when
the people were least able to bear it,
when the people were already suffering
from depression of business and want of
employment, and he (Mr. Anglin)
thought the policy pursued by that gen-
tleman (Mr. Cartwright), was the cor-
rect and proper policy. With regard to
the cause of the depression, hé did not
think it had been shown, as was alleged,
that the late Government was in the
slightest degree responsible for the de-
cline in the revenue. The distress that

existed in  this  country never
equalled the distress existing to-
day in England and other couatries.

Of the 4,000 or 5,000 bricklayers, car-
penters, labourers, and others, who came
to St. John after the great fire, he be-
lieved nearly two-thirds came from the
United States—because that was a
better place than their own country for
workmen, and because wages were bet-
ter. If they wanted any additional proof
of the actual state of things in the United
States, the hon. member for Niagara had
furnished it in that statement ofa gentle-
man from Albany, which he had read to
the House, to the effect that rail-
roads had gone into bankruptcy whose
capital amounted to no less thah seven
hundred million dollars. It was absurd
to suppose that no manufactures wouid
have sprung up in the United States if
there had been no Protection. We, in
this country, manufactured,in proportion
to our population, more than the people
of the United States. Was it to be sup-
posed that a people of 45,000,000 living
in a country like that, with such variety
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of climate, unlimited water power,
with the raw material lying at their
dours, would not have become manufac-
turers without Protection? They had
succeeded, not because of Protection, but
because of the intelligence and ingenuity
of $he people, and their marvellous abil-
ity in inventing machinery, and the

superiority of their shelf hardware,
and various little knick-knacks. It
had been well said by an hon.

gentleman that, of all the classes in this
country, none had suffered less, by rea-
son of the business depression, than the
manufacturers. Of those who had become
bankrupt in this country, no class had fur-
nished so few as the manufacturing class.
Go to any of our towns and cities, visit
any of their suburbs, and look at the
paldtial residénces, and three out of four
of those residences would be found to be-
long to manufacturers. All honour and
all credit to them for their success, but
their success should satisfy them that they,
at all events, were not entitled to receive
larger profits from their business, at the
expense of the working masses of this
country. France had always been held
up as a country which was greatly pros-
perous, because it had a high Protection-
ist tariff. France had been more pros-
perous commercially since the Cobden
treaty than ever before, and from that
day down to this she had had special
treaties with her manufacturing neigh-
bours, and had received a large amonnt
of the manufactures of Great Britain,
Belgium and Holland, and Germany, at
very low rates of duties, as low as 10 per
cent. in many cases. These were the
countries from which she had to fear
competition., She had not much to pro-
tect. She had iron and coal on the Ger-
man frontier, and sowme coarse cotton,
but, as regarded the finer classes of
manufactures, the finer furniture, silk
goods, ribbons, glass, china, and articles
de Paris, besides her extraordinary pro-
ducts of brandy and wines, it would be
found that, no matter what her tariff was,
her exports were large, because her peo-
p_le peculiarly excelled in their produc-
tlon. Add to these circumstances the
frugality and thrifty habits of her people,
and the effects of the division of the
landed property throughout the country,
and they had the secret of the success of
the French people, and of the extra-
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ordinary recuperative powers she had
displayed singe her disastrous war.
If they contrasted the condition of
Canada with the condition of our
neighbours in the United States, people
for people, city for city, farm-house for
farm-house, labourer for labourer, me-
chanic for mechanic, we would find that
the people of Canada, to-day, werea more
prosperous, more happy, and more com-
fortable people in every respect than
the people of the great United States.
True, there was more amassed wealth in
that country, and the fact that the people
had invested so many million dollars in
their bonded debt was pointed out as
But this really
did prove that the business of the country
was not in a condition to afford safe em-
ployment for its capital. The capital of
the United States, compared with #he
wants of the people, might be said to be
very small, even to-day,and yet they found
millions seeking investment in United
States bonds at a Jow rate of in-
terest, and that, instead of being a proof
of prosperity, was a proof that the busi-
ness of the country was not in a paying
condition. He wonld now make some
remarks on the present tariff. He had
stated that the hon. the Minister of Fin-
ance had assured the people of New
Brunswick, before they came into Con-
federation, that $11,500,000 annually
would cover all the ecxpenditure of the
four old Provinces for many years to
come, and that the taxation of Canada
would not exceed $2.75 per head for, at
all events, twenty-five years, and on that
the hon. gentleman staked his reputation
as a financier. He had heard the hon.
gentleman make that statement fre-
quently. He (Mr. Anglin) contra-
dicted it, and they brought the
question out before the people. Himself
and those who were then associated with
him carried the country by an over-
whelming majority, and never was any
question more fairly and thoroughly dis-
cussed before any people than was that
question at that election. Some attempts
were made to introduce personalities,
and he thought the hon. the Minister of
Finance would give him eredit for hav-
ing carefully avoided anything approach-
ing personality. They fought the ques-
tion out before the people, and he would
do the hon. gentleman the credit to say
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that in that fight he endeavoured with
fair argument to persuade the people
that it was to their advantage to accept
the Quebec scheme. By an overwhelm-
ing majority, the people of New Bruns-
wick declared that they did not like the
scheme, and would not have it. What
followed he need not dilate upon. Some-
body had stated that Confederation
never would have been carried in New
Brunswick without the help of the
Fenians, and this was true. A band of
Fenians came upon their borders just
about the time that the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, having tried in vain to induce the
Government, led by Sir A.J. Smith, to
unite with him in carrying the scheme of
Confederation, was prepared to spring
the mine laid with the help of the
Finance Minister, and some octhers, and
dffve that Government from power.
Sixty or seventy men calling themselves
Fenians exhibited themselves in the
neighbourhood of Eastport, and imme-
diately the alarm spread. Troops and
volunteers were sent to defend the fron-
tier. A force of regulars was called
from Halifax, and the fleet was sum-
moned from the West Indies. Reports
spread that the enemy was several thou-
sand strong, and the whole Province
was in a state of alarm. The whole
thing was so skilfully managed that the
people were led to believe that the

Fenians had come down to help the
anti-Confederates, and that these
were responsible for their coming.

In that way Confederation was carried.
‘Where the anti-Confederates had had a
majority of 700 or 800 at the first elec-
tion, they found themselves, at the next,
in a minority almost as great. The pro-
mise then made was that the taxation
should not exceed $2.75 per head. He
(Mr. Anglin) could not understand how
the affairs of the country could be man-
aged at that rate of taxation. The hon.
member for Halton said that, about that
time, in order to coax the Maritime Prov-
inces into this bargain, the taxation of old
Canada was reduced from 20 per cent. to
15 per cent., and they were promised,
very distinctly indeed, that 15 per cent.
was to be the rate thenceforth ; that they
who were Free-traders need not feel the
slightest hesitation, as they would never
be forced into Protection ; and that, if
any attempts were made to force Protec-
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tion upon them, they would have the
power to prevent it in their own hands.
They were told that the interests of
Quebec were precisely similar to the
interests of New Brunswick, and that the
people of Quebec would stand beside
them if the necessity arose. Well, to-day,
how did they stand—the members from
New Brunswick? There were 16 of them,
and 12 of the 16, at least, were elected to
oppose the imposition of Protection
in their Province. There they were, on
this occasion, protesting in vain against
it. 'The hon. member for Cariboo (Mr.
Thompson) chose to taunt them because
some of their people eat cornmeal ; and
. many hon. gentlemen joined in the sneers
and taunts at the people of New Bruns-
wick. On the medal struck at the time of
Confederation, among the figures
emblematic of the four Provinces, New
Brunswick was placed upon her knees
before the other three. On her knees she
appeared now asking in vain for fair play,
and demanding that the promises given
her might be carried out—that she might
be protected from this system of Protec-
tion against which she protested. Help-
less and powerless, the majority of her
representatives stood, scarcely permitted
to raise their voices in her behalf. But
hon. gentlemen told them that, in the
introduction of this tariff, they fulfilled
the promises made to the country. Ifhe
(Mr. Anglin) believed that, he would not
make a long speech. He would simply
content himself with protesting against
the measure in a very few words. He
could mot, for the life of him,
see wherein this was the fulfilment of
any promises made to the country. It
might be said to be the fulfilment of the
desires of a few, and of the apprehensions
of a great many. When was it pro-
mised that there should be a tax of 35
per cent. on furniture and 40c. per barrel
on Indian meal, or that coarse woollens
should be taxed by the pound and the
yard to the extent of 50, 60, 80 or 90
per cent.? When was it promised that
coarse cottons should be taxed lc. a yard
and 15 per cent. ad valorem ? Such
promises were never made by the hon. the
Finance Minister. If that hon. gentle-
man had gone before the people of New
Brunswick last September with that
tariff in his"hands, instead of being here

with a questionable majority of seven or
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eight,' he would have received a decided
minority of the votes of the electors.
He had heard a great many gentlemen

declare in this House, he had
heard the hon. the Minister of
Public Works declare,, in a most

emphatic manner, that they had no idea
of increasing the taxation ; that what the
men now in power contemplated was at
most a readjustment of the system of
taxation. Hon. gentlemen went through
the country, in one place talking about
the Protection the farmer ought to have,
and the hardship from which he suffered ;
in another about the slaughtering of
American manufactures in the furniture
market, and, if anyone attempted to fit
their statements together, and form an
accurate opinion of the tariff, he found
this impossible.  He (Mr. Anglin) lis-
tened with a great deal of attention to
the statement of the hon. the Minister of
Finance when he made his first speech
of the campaign in St. Jobn, and he
found his utterances as sybilline and am-
biguous as he could have anticipated.
The hon. gentleman told them in New
Brunswick that, if he had been in the
House when the duty on flour was im-
posed, he would have voted against it.
He (Mr. Anglin) believed a good many
who heard the hon. gentleman make that
statement believed the hon. gentleman
was opposed to a duty on flour
He had also said, in regard to
the unenumerated list, that he would
have voted against the increase of duty
from 15 to 17 per cent., and he said
that it was a very simple thing indeed to
take out of this list some of the articles
which were manufactured in the coun-
try, the manufacture of which could be
very materially assisted by a slight in-
crease of duties. As far as New Bruns-
wick was concerned, four-fifths of the
whole of the articles in that unenumer-
ated list were now taken out, and sub-
Jected to greatly increased taxation. The
right hon. the Premier telegraphed to
Mr. John Boyd, of St. John, denying
that the tariff was to be increased to 3b
per cent., and now they were told by the
Minister of Justice, that what he meant
was that the unenumerated list should
not be so increased. He (Mr. Anglin)
thought, if they estimated fairly the
effects of the whole tariff, they would
find that it was a tariff of 35 per cent.
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Mg. TILLEY : The American tariff
is only 27 per cent., and this is 16 per
cent.

Mzr. ANGLIN said that reminded
him of another statement the hon. gen-
tleman had made. The hon. gentleman,
in his last speech, compared the British
importations with the American, and he
included in the American importations
the price of all cereals that merely
passed through this country on
the way to KEurope. Thirteen or
fourteen millions, so included in his cal-
culation, ought to be struck out. Strik-
ing out this sum, and the duty upon
other things exported again, he thought
they would find the present tariff was
very little short of 35 per cent. upon all
we consumed. In all the public declara-
tions of hon. gentlemen, they had no
statement that would lead the peo-
ple to gonclude that any such tariff as
this was to be imposed.

Several Hox. MEMBERS : Question.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT : This noise is

simply intolerable. I have mever seen
in my life, such utterly disgraceful con-
duct. Hon. gentlemen on the Minister-
ial side must he assured that they will
get no division to-night if they do not
behave themselves.

Mz. ANGLIN said that there was a
gentleman opposite calling ¢ question,”
who occupied ten times as much of the
time of this Session as he did. He had
endeavoured to treat every hon. gentle-
man with courtesy, and did not deserve
those interruptions. If his remarks
hurt hon. gentlemen opposite, he could
not help that. With regard to this
tariff, he did not know whether its friends
had clear ideas of what its effects would
be. If all he heard were true, the Fin-
ance Minister had little more to do with
framingit than the supervision of the work.
They had heard of a gentleman from
Washington, and of one who might be
styled a secretary of the Manufacturers’
Association, and of others employed in
the Finance Department, who, it was
said, had had much to do with framing
this tariff. He did not grudge the hon.
gentleman all the assistance requisite to
render it as perfect as possible, but it
might be doubted whether the Finance
Minister himself had a very clear idea
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when he began to frame this tariff of
what it wonld be'when his work was done.
Hon. gentlemen opposite taunted the
Liberals with not having stated their
policy, although they had exhibited it
sufficiently during the last four or five
years. He remembered how hon. gentle-
men opposite had refused to expound
their Protection policy while they were
in Opposition. They had heard of
deputations and delegations crowding to
Ottawa, to see the Finance Minister,
and of a secret meeting of manufacturers
in St. John and elsewhere, and rumours
as to what the result had been—that
they were in secret correspondence with
the Central Association of Toronto, and
other associations. All that class of
people were strongly agitated for months
before this tariff saw the light, and they
had heard that, among those who were
very active in suggestions to the JFinance
Minister, as to the duties he should im-
pose, were a great many wealthy manu-
facturers who had worked their way up
from humble positions, and who now
wanted to conirol the destinies and the
commercial policy of this country. He
had heard that a large number of them
were Americans, and, if o, it was no
wonder that the tariff bore an American

character. If, as was reported, manufac-
turers, formerly  American citizens,
bad had a large share in the

framing of the tariff, it was no wonder
that it appeared to be such a revolu-
tionary measure, and one threatening to
affect this country most disastrously. It
gave furniture a protection of 35 per
cent. ; woollens 40 to 70 per cent., and a
few cotton manufacturers in the country
a very large protection on coarse cottons.
There was a pretence of protecting almost
everybody. Coal miners got 50c. a ton,
which would enable them to put very
little additional coal in the Canadian
market, while hurting the poor of the
cities by compelling them to pay higher
prices. He saw, by a letter lately pub-
lished, that parties professing to be repre-
gentatives of the iron works of
Londonderry, complained that thetaxation
on coal more than destroyed the advan-
tage of the duty on pig iron, and that the
public need not look for an increase in
the number of the blast {urnaces in that
place. What classes were really pro-
tected, except those few manufacturers
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who had been able to exercise so large
an influence during the elections, and
since—which, he was satisfied, the people
never wished, or expected they would
possess ! They were told that this tariff
was to build-up the depressed industries,
and afford a vast amount of employment
to the people, and that the very moment
that the country decided in favour of the
party now in power, there would be an
end of the distress which prevailed so
widely. That party had now been seven
or eight months in office without any
great improvement in the state of the
country. How was the improvement to
be wrought?! How many additional
people would be employed in manufac-
turing all the goods now imported, that
could be produced under this tariff? It
was absurd to assume that the purchasing
power of the people w~.11 Yo 4t once in-
creased by the tariff, as hon. gentle-
men opposite had from the first
imagined. Had the boot and shoe
manufacturer suffered for want of this
tarift? He doubted if even one per cent,
of the quantity consumed was imported,
and, yet, thousands of people were idle
in Montreal and elsewhere. The boot
and shoe makers were thrown idle be-
cause the rest of the people could not
buy as much as before. Then as to fur-
niture—he thought the importations last
year reached $300,000 ; was it to be sup-
posed that the dullness in that trade ‘was
caused by the importation of that amount?
‘Was it larger than the imports of previ-
ous years? The facts did not sustain
that assertion. A very large proportion
of ihe furniture imported, perhaps, could
not be profitably manufactured in this
country, while, even if it could, the peo-
ple would not have the means to buy it,
unless there were a great change in the
condition of the people generally. Some
parties also imported a cheap washy kind
of furniture, that was sold at any price
that could be got. and never did seriously
compete with our home-made furniture.
He thought that the member for Centre -
Huron stated that at most all those
manufactures, fostered by the tariff,
would employ only 5,000 people. He
(Mr. Anglin)thought, however, that that
was an under-estimate. The usual esti-
mate was that the net product of any
particular manufactory would be $1,000
a year for each person employed. Thus,
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a very few thousand additional people
could be employed, supposing all those
articles of coarse woollens, cottons, furni-
ture, and one per cent. additional boots
and shoes, nuts, bolts, etc.,now imported,
were manufactured in Canada. He did
not believe it would add to the popula-
tion of the whole country a number equal
to the population of one of our larger
towns, and yet that was all the price

to be paid the country for the
heavy  additional burdens thrown
upon it by the present tariff.

If we could not give the farmers a large
market for their products, what else did
this tariff do for them? It imposed a
duty on wheat and flour, barley and oats,
and tmade an imperceptible increase in
the duty on pork. The duty on flour
would add to its price in the Lower Pro-
vinens Whenever the erop of wheat in
this country, to which we would, in
future, for domestic purposes, be
strictly confined, proved too small
for the consumption of the country,
the large dealers would buy it up, fill
their granaries, and raise the prices all
over the country ; and, even when we
had a full supply, or a surplus, it would
be possible, by the formation of rings,
to raise the price of flour. Our surplus
to-day had to seek a market in Great
Britain. It would be the simplest thing
in the world for operators in grain to
slightly accelerate the shipping of this
surplus, and then have the consumers in
their power. In New Brunswick, last
year, 56,000 barrels of flour were im-
ported from the United States, being
one-sixth of the whole importation. That
56,000 barrels was to be shut out next
year, thus destroying a large carrying
trade, as the most of it was brought in
our vessels as return freight, when
otherwise they would have to
return in ballast. It would also
render it necessary for parties living
along the coasts to go back into the coun-
try to railway stations for their supplies,
at an additional cost of freight, and delay
of time. With respect to cornmeal,
there was no pretence that Ontario could
supply them for years. New Brunswick,
last year, consumed 60,000 barrels, on
which quantity she would have, in future,
to pay a duty of 40c. per barrel. No-
body could argue that a duty of 15¢. per
bushel on barley would be of the slight-
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est value to the farmers of Ontario, as
very little barley was imported. On the
contrary, we exported several millions
more than we imported. Pork could be
protected, but it was not, because prutec-
tion on it would make the burdens of
the lumberman absolutely intolerable.
Wool was not protected. That the im-
position of a duty on coarse woollen
goods would lead to the use of our wool,
farmers would be slow to believe. They
now sold their wool to the United States,
getting for it there double the price at
which the short staple wool used in Can-
adian manufactures could be purchased.
The Finance Minister had been extolled
over and over again as an old Free-trader
who had been converted by the exigen-
cies of the moment to the principles of
Protection. Those who spoke so did not
know his history. He began public lifs
as a Protectionist of the deepest dye.
The first he (Mr. Anglin) heard of

him was at a meeting, held in
Carleton, St. John, at which
he earnestly advocated Protection.

They had tried Protection in New Bruns-
wick, and went so far as to impose a
duty on hides, which, under this tariff,
were not protected. All the Protection
offered to the farmer by this tariff was
merely nominal, merely a myth,and,unless
the farmer was more stupid than he
(Mr. Anglin) believed him to be, as
stolid indeed as hon. gentlemen opposite
must think he was, he would
find out that in this wonderful
tariff there was no Protection for
him. Everything he used, his spade,
his shovel, his scythe, his threshing-
machine, his ploughs, the clothes he
wore, every article of goods he purchased,
was taxed from 20 to 60 per cent., to
add to the revenue of the poor, distressed
manufacturers, who were starving on
half a million dollars apiece. Next to
the farming, came the lumbering indus-
try. The hon. member for North Ren-
frew undertook to prove that this wasa
declining industry, by showing a falling-
off in the export return of lumber to the
United States, and the hon. the Finance
Minister was reported to have so spoken
ofit; but it was still,and itjwould for many
years continue to be, one of the great in-
dustries of Canada, and, when tines™im-
proved in the United States, as he hoped

they soon would, and the people of that

<
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country could afford to use more of our
lumber, and afford to pay a better price
for it, that great industry, now so de-

ressed, would revive. What did this
tariff do for the lumber trade ? It did not
because it could not, afford it the slight-
est Protection. Nothing that this Par-
liament could do would increase the
price of lumber in the foreign market a
single cent, but it did impose grievous
burdens on that industry. The hon.
member for Queen’s, N.B., who was well
acquainted with the business, caleulated
that the burdens so imposed were equal to
60c. per thousand superficial feet, and
that in New Brunswick alone it would
amount to $300,000. This enormous
sum could not be taken out of the profits of
the trade, which were already exceedingly
small, and it must come out of the
pockets of the unfortunate workmen em-
ployed in the woods, in the streams, in
the mills, and in loading the vessels in
the ports, although their wages
were now lower than they had
been for many many years. What
did the fishermen get wunder this
tariff ¥ They were a most deserving and
industrious class, and added a great deal
to the wealth of the country. But they
found that they had received no consid-
eration whatever. On every article they
used they would have to pay greatly in-
creased duties, except their canvas and
lines and twines, on which, thanks to
the exertions of some hon. gentlemen
who represented fishermen, the increase
at one time proposed would not be im-
posed, and molasses, the duty on which
was to be reduced seme 2c.a gallon. What
had been done for the ship-owners, and
those engaged in the important shipping
industry of the country ? There was to
be a drawback on articles used in ship-
building, but an hon. gentleman who
tried to find out what the drawback
meant, was met by the vague promise
that some arrangement would be made
by-and-bye, for returning a portion of
those duties. On articles used in the con-
struction of ships no drawback, as far
as he (Mr. Anglin) could see, would be
paid, unless these articles were imported.
On articles manufactured in the couniry,
no drawback would be allowed, and sc the
cost of construction would be very greatly
increased. The cost of production of agri-
cultural implements, of sewing machines,

Mz, ANGLIN,
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and other articles which we now ex-
ported, would also be greatlyincreased, and
it would be difficult, if not impossible, to
ascertain the amount of drawback to be
paid. He doubted very much if the hon.
the Minister of Finance would be
troubled very much about drawbacks
upon these articles, because the cost of
production would be increased so much
that it would be perfectly impossible for
the manufacturers of Canada to compete
with those of other countries. In fact,
in all probability the increased cost of
production would prevent exportation al-
together. The whole system of drawbacks
propounded by the Minister of Finance
must have the effect of encouraging im-
ports, and discouraging the manufac-
tures of this country. A drawback, if it
could be given at all, would only be
given on the articles imported. No
benefit whatever was conferred on the
shipowners, and the effect of this tariff
would be very detrimental to the carry-
ing trade of the country. He believed
the tariff proposed would bear most op-
pressively and unjustly on all the great
interests of this country—on the farmers,
on the lumbermen, on the shipowners,
on the fishermen, on the mechanics, and
on all workmen who would not get so
reuch additional employment as would
compensate them for the additional bur-
dens. It would cripple all industries, and
force capital into less productive chan-
nels than it would seek if left to pursue
its natural course, and he thought it
would prove absolutely disastrous to the
country as a whole. It would stop the
expansion of our manufactures, and ren-
der impossible such an arrangement as
that suggested by the hon. member for
Halton. He opposed it becanse he be-
iieved it would be particularly unjust to
the people of the Province one of the
constituencies of which be had the honour
to represent in this House. As
a whole, it meant and prom-
ised nothing but additional taxation.
He intended to say a word about sugar,
merely to point out that the statement
made by the hon. member for Bothwell
was more than corroborated by the hon.
member for Kingston, who was one of the
iirst autkorities on that question in the
Dominion. That gentleman spoke as™an
importer, and he told them that the
effect of this tariff would be to compel
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the people to pay on their sugar
$1,116,000 more than would go into the
Treasury, for the benefit of a few refiners
who would employ some 500 men in the
work of refining. It would be better
for this House to give those men a2 pen-
sion of $1,000 a year each, than to find
them employment in the sugar refineries
at such a price. This was but one of
the many burdens imposed by this tariff,
not for the general welfare of the people,
but for the advantage of a few indivi-
duals,making the rich richer and thepoor
poorer. For all these reasons, he should,
vainly, perhaps, but most earnestly,
oppose this tariff.

Sie A. J. SMITH moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Question put, and motion to adjourn
the debate negatived, on a division.

Question puf, and amendment (Mr.
Mackenzie) negatived on the following
division :—

YRAB
Messrs.
Anglin King
Bain LaRue
Borden Laurier
Bourassa MacDonnell
Burk Mackenzic
Burpee ¢8t. John) MecIsaac
Burpee {Bunbury) Malouin
Cameron (S. Huron) Mills
Cartwright liver
Casey Olivier
Casgrain Paterson (S. Brant)
Chandler Pickard
Charlton Rinfret
Christie Robertson (Shelburne)
Cockburn (Muskoka) Rogers
Dumont Poss (W. Middlesex)
Fiset Rymal
Fleming Scriver
Galbraith Skinner
Geofirion Smith (Selkirk)
Gillies Smith (Westmoreland)
glllmor Snowball
unn Thomps iman

Haddow oo pson(Hald d)
gzilt:il;] o Weldon

n Yeo.—5
Killa.mg €0.—53.

NAYR:
Messrs.

Alligon Benoit
Arkell Bargeron
Baby Bergin
Baker Bolduc
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Boultbee McDonald (C. Breton.)
Bourbean McDonald (Pictou);>
Bowell McDonald (Vict. N.8.)
Brooks Macmillan

Bunster McCallum

Bunting McCarthy

Burnham McCuaig

Cameron (N. Victoria) McDougall

Carling McGreevy

Caron MclInnes

Cimon McKay

Cockburn (W. Nthmld)McLennan

Colby McLeod

Connell McQuade

Costigan McRory

Coughlin Massue

Coupal Merner

Coursol Méthot

Currier Mongenais

Cuthbert Montplaisir

Daly Moussean

Dawson Muttart

DeCosmos O’Connor

Desaulniers Ogden

Desjardins Orton

Dewdney Ouimet

Domville Patterson (Esgex)
Drew Perrault

Dubuc Pinsonnault

Dugas Platt

Elliott Plumb

Farrow Pope (Compton)
Ferguson Pope (Queen’s, P.E.1)
Fitzsimmons Poupore

Fortin Richey

Fulton Robertson (Hamilton)
Gaunlt Robinson

Gigault Robitaille

Gill Rochester

Girouard (J. Cartier) Ross (Dundas)
Girouard (Kent, N.B.) Rouleau

Grandbois Routhier

Hackett Ryan Marquette)
Haggart Ryan(Montreal Centre)
Hay Rykert

Hesson Shaw

Hilliard Sproule

Hooper Stephenson

Houde Strange

Hurteau Tassé

Ives Tellier

Jackson Thompson (Caribeo)
Jones Tilley

Keeler Tupper

Kilvert Valin

Eirkpatrick Vallée

Kranz Wade

Landry Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Lane Wallace (W. York.y
Lantier White (Cardwell)
Little White (E. Hastings.)
TLongley [P.E.I)White (N. Renfrew.) .

Macdonadd (King’s.) Williams
Macdonald (Vict., B. CyWright—t 26

Question puf on the motion to agree
to the resolutions (Mr. Tilley).

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD
moved that the House do not agree to
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the resolution, but that it resolve itself
into a Committee of Ways and Means.

Mgr. ANGLIN asked if the hon. the
Premier proposed to really carry the
amendments at this sitting, or was his
motion merely pro forma.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD:
They had better be carried and reported ;
then they will be discussed.

Mz. MACKENZIE said that some of
the most distinguished members of the
House had been refused a hearing to-
night, and he thought all should be al-
lowed to speak upon the measure.

Sik JOHN A. MACDONAILD: I
wag proposing that we should pass these
resolutions pro forma. Iet them be re-
ported, and they can be read this after-
noon, as reported from the Committee of
Ways and Means, and then the discus-
sion can go ou as well as now.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have taken
this course in order to vindicate the
rights of the minority in this House.
The hon. gentieman would have done
the same thing under the provocation we
have sustained to-night. We intend to
vindicate our rights, and we know how

to do it.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Ways and Means to further consider
the said resolutions.

(In the Committee.)

Resolutions agreed to and ordered to
be reported.

House resumed.

Resolutions reported, as follows :—

1. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that the value of all bottles, flasks, jars, demi-
johns, carboys, casks, hogsheads, pipes, bar-
rels, and all other vessels or packages, manu-
factured of tin, iron, lead, zinc, glass, or any
other material, and capable of holding liquids ;
crates, barrels, and other packages containing
glass, china, crockery, or earthenware, and all
packages in which goods are commonly placed
for bome consumption, including cases in
which bottled spirits, wines or malt liquors
are contained, and every package, being the
first receptacle or covering enclosing goods for
purpose of sale, shall in all cases not otherwise
provided for, in which they contain goods sub-
ject to an ad valorem duty, be taken and held to
e a part of the fair market value of such goods

Sig JouN A. MACDONALD.
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for duty, and when they contain goods subject
to specific duty only, such packages shall be
charged with a duty of Customs of twenty per
cent. ad valorem, to be computed upon their
original cost or value; and all or any of the
above packages described as capable of hold-
ing liquids, when containing goods exempt
from duty under this Act, shall be charged
with a duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem ; but
all packages not hereinbefore specified, and
not specially charged with duty by any unre-
pealed enactment, and being the usual and
ordinary packages in which goods are packed
for exportation only, according to the general
usage and custom of trade, shall be free of
duty.

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that on all goods imported into Canada, sub-
ject under this Act or any other Act to ad val-
orem duty, upon which a drawback of duties
has been allowed by the Government of the
country where the same were manufactured,
the amount of such drawback shall in all cases
be taken and considered to be a part of the
fair market value of such goods, and duly shall
be collected thereon; and in cases where the
amount of such drawback shall have been
deducted from the value of such goods upon
the face of the invoice under which entry is to
be made, the Collector of Customs or proper
officer shall add the amount of such deduction,
and collect and cause to be paid the lawful
duty thereupon, and the fair market value of
all goods, wares, and merchandise imported
into Canada shall be understood to be the ordi-
nary wholesale price at which the same are
sold for home consumption in the country
where they are purchased or manufactured
without deduction of any kind becauts of any
drawback paid or to be paid thereon; or be-
cause of any special arrangement between the
seller and purchaser, having reference to the
exportation of such goods, or the exclusive
right to territorial limits for the sale thereof,
or because of any royalty payable upon patent
rights, but not payable when goods are pur-
chased for exportation, or on account of any.
other consideration by which a special reduc-
tion in price might or could be obtained: Pro-
vided that nothing herein shall be understood
to apply to general fluctuations of market
values.

3. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that any or all of the following articles, thatis.
to say —Animals- of all kinds, greem fruit,
hay, straw, bran, seeds of all kinds, vegetables.
(including potatoes and other roots) plaunts,
trees and shrubs, coal and coke, salt, hops,
wheat, peas and beans, barley, rye, oats, Indian
corn, buckwheat, and all other grain, fiour. of
wheat, and flour of rye, Indian meal and oat-
meal, and flour or meal of any other gmin,
butter, cheese, fish (salted or smoked), lard,
tallow, meats (fresh, salted, or smoked), and
lumber may be imported into Canada free of
duty, or at & less rate of duty than is provided
by this Act, upon proclamation of the Gowver-
nor in Council, which may be issued wheneverit
appears to his satisfaction that similar articles
from Canada may be imported into the United
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Btates free of duty, or at a rate of duty not ex-
ceeding that payable on the same under such
proclamation, when imported into Canada.

4. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that if at any time any greater duty of Cus-
toms should be payable in the United
States of America on tea or coffee
imported from Canada than on tea or coffee
imported from any other country, then the
‘Governor in Council may impose on tea or
coffee imported into Canada from the said
United States, an additional duty of Customs
equal to the duty payable in the United Stdtes
on tea or coffee imported from Canada: Pro-
vided that tea or coffee imported into Canada
from any country, other than the said United
States, but passing in bond through the United
States, shall be taken and rated as a direct im-
portation from the country wherever the tea or
coffee was purchased.

5. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that an allowance may be made for deterior-
ation by natural decay or breakage upon all
perishable and brittle - goods imported into
Canada, such as green fruits and vegetables,
crockery, china, glass and glassware, provided
such damage is found to exceed twenty-five
per cent. of the value thereof, upon an exami-
nation to be made by an appraiser or proper
officer of Customs, at the first landing, or with-
in three days of such landing ; but such allow-
ance shall be only for the amount of loss in
excess of twenty-five per cent. of the whole
quantity of such goods contained, or included
in any one invoice; and provided the duty bas
been paid on the full value thereof, a refund
of such duty may be allowed and paid in the
proportion and on tulfilment of the conditions
above rpecified, but not otherwise, on applica-
tion to the Minister of Customs.

6. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that, in determining the dutiable value of mer-
chandise, except when imported from Great
Britain, there shall be added to the cost or
the actual wholesale price, or fair market
value, at the time of exportation, in the prin-
cipal markets of the country from whence the
same has been imported into Canada, the cost
-of inland transportation, shipment and trans-
shipment, with all the expensesincluded, from
the place of growth, production or manufac-
ture, whether by land or water, to the vessel in
which shipment is made, either in transitu or
direct to Canada.

7. Resolved, 'I'hat it is-expedient to provide
that the Governor in Council shall, from time
1o time. establish such regulations, not incon-
sistent with law, as may be required to secure
a- just, faithful and impartial appraisal of all
goods, wares and merchandise imported into
Canada, and: just. and proper emtries of the
actual or fair;market value thereof, and of the
Wweights; measures, or other quantities thereof,
as each case may require,and such regulations,
whether general or special, 8o made by the
Qovernor in Council, shall have the full force
and authgrity of law, and it shall be the duty
of the appraisers of Canada and every of them,
and every person who shall act as such ap-
Praser, or of the Collector of Customs, as the
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cage may be, by all reasonable ways and means
in his or their power to ascertain, estimateand
appraise the true and fair market value and
wholesale price, any invoice or affidavit thereto
to the contrary notwithstanding, of the merch-
andise at the time of exportation and in the
principal markets of the country whence the
same bas been imported into Canada, and the
proper weights, measures or other quantities,
and the fair market value or wholesale price
of every of them as the case may require.

8. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide
that no refund of duty paid shall be allowed
because of any alleged inferiority or deficiency
in quantity of goods imported and entered,
and which have passed into the custody of the
importer under permit of the Collector of Cus-
toms, nor because of the omission in the in-
voice of any trade discount, or other matter or
thing, which might have the effect of reducing
the value of such goods for duty, unless the
same shall have been reported to the Collector
of Customs within ten days of the date of
entry, and the said goods shall have been ex-
amined by the said Collector, or by an appraiser
or other proper officer of Customs, and the pro-
per rate or amount of reduction certified by
him after such examination, and if such Gol-
lector or proper officer reports that the goods
in question cannot be identified as those
named in the invoice and entry in questionm,
then and in such case no refund eof the duty or
any part thereof shall in any case he allowed,
and all applications for refund of duty in such
cases shall be submitted with the evidence and
all particulars for decision of the Minister of
Customs, who may then order payment on
finding the evidence to be sufficient and satis-
factory.

9. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide,
that the whole or part of the duty of thirty per
centum ad valorem impesed by this Act upon
wines imported into Canada, may be dispensed
with upon proclamation of the Governor
in Council, which may be issued whenever it
appears to his satisfaction that the Govern-
ments of France and Spain, or either of them,
have made changes in their tariffs ot duties
imposed upon articles imported from Canada
in reduction or repeal of the duties now in
force in said countries,

15. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal
all Acts, and parts, or Schedules of Acts, and
all Orders in Council imposing any duties or
Customs upon gonds, wares, and merchandise,
or providing for the exemption of goods,
wares, and merchandise from Customs duty,
when imported into Canada, and to make the
following provisions in lieu thereof.

11. Resobved, That it is expedient that the
following articles shall be subject to the sevs
eral rates of duties set opposite to each res-
pectively :~—

Acid, Sulphuric, half & cent per pound.

Acetic, twelve cents per Im; erial gallon.

Muriatic and Nitric, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.,

[But carboys containing acids shall be sub-
ject to the same duty as if empty.]
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Agricultural implements, not otherwise herein
provided for, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.
Ale, beer and porter, when imported in bottles
(six quart and twelve pint bottles to be held to
contain one Imperial gallon) eighteen cents
Imperial gallon.

Ale, beer and porter, when imported in casks
or otherwise than in bottles, ten cents per
Imperial gallon.

Animals, living, of all kindsnot elsewhere
specified, twenty per cent. ad valorem .

Artificial flowers, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

Babbitt metal, ten per cent. ad valorem.

Books, printed, periodicals and pamphlets,
bound or in sheets, not being foreign re-prints
of British copyright works, nor blank account
books, nor copybooks, nor beoks to be written
ordrawn upon, nor Bibles, prayer-books, psalm
and hywmn-books, six cents per pound.

British copyright works, re-prints of six
cents per pound, and’in addition thereto twelve
and a half per cent. ad valorem.

Bibles, prayer-books, psalm and hymn-books,
five per cent. ad valorem.

Books, periodicals and pamphlets imported
through the Post-office, for every two ounces in
weight or fraction thereof, one cent.

Blank books, bound or in sheets, twenty-five
per cent. ad valorem.

Printed, lithographed, or copper, or steel
plate bill-heads, cheques, receipts,drafts, posters,
cards, commercial blank forms, labels of every
description, advertising pictures or pictorial
show-cards or bills, thirty per cent. advalorem.

Advertising pamplets, one dollar per hundred.

Maps and charts, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Printed music, bound or in sheets, six certs
per pound.

Playing-cards, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

Book-binders’ tools and implements, in-
cluding ruling machines and binders’ cloth,
fifteen per. cent. ad valorem.

Billiard tables, without pockets, four feet
six inches by pine feet, a specific duty of
twenty-two dollars and fifty cents.

On those of five feet by ten feet, a specific
duty of twenty-five dollars.

On billiard tables, with pockets, five feet six
inches by eleven feet, a specific duty of thirty-
five dollars. .

And of those of six feet by twelve, a specific
duty of forty dollars.

And in addition thereto ten per cent. ad
valorem ; each table to include twelve cues,
and one set of four balls, with markers, cloths,
and cases, but no pool balls.

Blacking, shoe, twenty-five per cent. ad
valorem.

Brass, old and scrap; in bars, bolts and
shects, in wire, round or flat; on seamless
drawn tubing und on plain and fancy tubing,
ten per cent. ad valorem.

On manufaciures of brass, not clsewhere
specified, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

Breadsiuffs, viz.:4

Barley, fiftcen cents per bush.

Buckwheat, ten cents per bush.

Indian corn, seven and a-half cents per,
bush.
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Oats, ten cents per bush.

Rice, one cent per pound.

Rye, ten cents per bush.

‘Wheat, fifteen cents per bush.

Pease, ten cents per bush.

Beans, fifteen cents per bush.

Buckwheat, meal or flour, one-fourth of one
cent., per pound.

Cornmeal, forty cents per barrel.

Oatmeal, one-half cent per pound.

Rye flour, fifty cents per barrel.

‘Wheat flour, fifty cents per barrel.

Rice and sago flour, two cents per pound.

Brick, for building, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.

Brooms and brushes, twenty-five per cent.
ad valorem.

Butter, four cents per pound.

Buttons, of all kinds, twenty-five per cent.
ad valorem,

Candles, tallow, two cents per pound.

Candles, parafine wax, five cents per pound.

All other candles, including sperm, twenty-
five per cent. ad valorem.

Carriages, waggons; railway cars and car-
riages, sleighs, wheelbarrows, and other like
articles, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

Cement, raw or in stone from the quarry,
one dollar per ton of thirteen cubic feet.

Cement, burnt and unground, seven and a
balf cents per one hundred pounds.

Cement, hydraulic or water lime, ground,
including barrels, forty cents per barrel.

Cement, in bulk or in bags, uine cents per
bushel. .

Cement, Portland or Roman, twenty per
cent. ad valorem.

Cheese, three cents per pound.

Chicory, raw or green, three cents per
pound.

Chicory, or other root or vegetable, tised as
a substitute for coffee, kiln-dried, roasted or
ground, four cents per pound. -,

China and porcelain ware, twenty per cent.
ad valorem.

Clocks, and parts thereof, thirty-five per
cent. ad valorem.

Coal, anthracite and bituminous, fifty cents
per ton of two thousand pounds.

Coal tar and coal pitch, ten per cent. ad
valorem.

Cocoa-nuts, one dollar per hundred.

Cocoa paste and chocolate, not sweetened,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Cocoa paste and other preparations of cocoa
containing sugar, one cent per pound and
twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

Coffee, green, two cents per pound.

Cofiee, roasted or ground, and all imitations
of, and substitutes for, three cents per pound,

Coke, fifty cents per ton of 2,000 pounds.

Copper, old and scrap, in pigs, in bars, rods,
bolts, ingots, sheets and sheathing, not plan-
ished or coated ; copper wire, round or flat ; and
copper seamless drawn tubing, ten per cent. ad
valorem.

Cordage for ships’ purposes, ten per cent. @d
valorem.

Cordage, all other, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.
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Copper rivets and burrs, and on all manufac-
tures of copper not elsewhere specified, thirty
per cent. ad valorem.

Corks, and other manufactures of cork-wood

or cork-bark, tweuty per cent. ad valorem.

Cotton, manufactures of; viz.:

On grey or unbleached and bleached cottons
sheetings, drills, ducks, cotton or canton-
flannels, not stained, painted, or printed, one
cent per square yard, and fifteen per cent.
ad valorem.

On all cotton jeans, denims, drillings, bed-
tickings, ginghams, plaids, cottons or canton-
flannels, ducks, and drills, dyed or coloured ;
checked and striped shirtings, cottonades,
pantaloon stuffs, and goods of like description,
two cents per square yard and fifteen per cent.
ad valorem.

On all cotton wadding, batting, batts and
warps, carpet-warps, knitting yarn, hosiery
yarn or other cotton yarns under number forty,
not bleached, dyed or coloured, two cents per
pound and fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

And ifbleached, dyed or coloured, three cents
per pound and fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On cotton warp, on beams, one cent per
yard and fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On cotton seamless bags, two cents per
pound and fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On cotton shirts and drawers, woven or
made on frames, and on all cotton hosiery,
thirty per cent. ad valorem,

On cotton sewing-thread, on spools, twen-
1y per cent, ad valorem.

On cotton in hanks, twelve and a-half per
cent. ad valorem.

On cotton duck or canvass, of hemp or flax
and ‘sail twine, when to be used for boats’
and ships’ sails, five per cent. ad valorem.

On all clothing made of cotton, or of
which cotton is the component part of chief
value, including corsets, thirty per cent. ad
valorem.

On all manufactures of cotton not elsewhere
specified, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Drain-tiles and drain pipes and sewer pipes,
glazed or unglazed, twenty per cent. ad val-
orem.

Earthenware and stoneware, brown or col-
oured, and Rockingham ware, twenty-five
per cent. ad valorem.

Earthenware, white, granite or iron-stone
ware, and «C.C.” or cream coloured ware,
thirty per cent. ad vatorem,

Electro plated ware (see plated ware.)

Essences, viz: of apple, pear, pine-apple,
raspberry, strawberry, vanilla, and other fruits,
one dollar and ninety cents per Imperial gallon
and twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Essential oils, for manufacturing purposes,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Excelsior, for upholsterers’ use, twenty per
cent. ad valorem.

Feathers, ostrich and vulture, undressed,
fifteen per cent.; and dressed, twenty-five
per cent. ad valorem.

Fire-brick, or tiles for lining stoves and
furnaces, twenty per cent. ad valorem.
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Fish, fresh, salted or smoked, except fish free
of duty as provided by the Treaty of Wash-
ington, one cent. per pound.

Flax fibre, scutched, one cent. per pound.

Flax fibre, hackled, two cents per pound.

Flax, tow of, scutched or green, one-half
cent per pound.

Flax seed, ten cents per bush.

Fruit, dried, viz: apples, two cents per
pound.

Currants, dates, figs, plums, prunes, raigjns,
and all others, not elsewhere specified, twenty-
five per cent ad valorem. -

Apples, forty cents per barrel.

Blackberries, gooseberries, raspberries and
strawberries, two cents per quart.

Cherries and currants, one cent per quart.

Cranberries, plums and quinces, thirty cents
per bushel.

Grapes, one cent per pound.

Peaches, forty cents per bushel.

Oranges and lemons, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.

Fruits, in air-tight cans, including cans,
three cents per pound if sweetened, and two
cents per pound if not sweetened.

Fruits, preserved in brandy, or other spirits,
one dollar and ninety cents per Imperial
gallon.

Furs, viz :—

Fur, skins, dressed, fifteen per cent. ad
valorem.

Caps, hats. muffs, tippets, capes, coats,
cloaks and other manufactures of fur, twenty-
five per cent. ad valorem.

Furniture, house, cabinet or office, including
hair and spring matrasseg, show-cases, caskets,
and coffins, of any materi¥, thirty-five per cent.
ad valorem.

Gas, coal-0il or kerosene fixtures, or parts
thereof, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

Glass and Manufactures of, viz, :—

On carboys and demijohns, on pressed bot-
tles, flasks and phials of every description;
on telegraph and lightning-rod insulators ;
and on fruit jars and glass balls, thirty per
cent. ad valorem.

On lamp and gas-light shades, lamps and
lamp chimneys, globes for lanterns, lamps
and gas lights, thirty per cent. ad valorem.

On ornamented, figured and epamelled
stained glass, stained, tinted, painted and
vitrified glass, and stained glass windows,
figured, enamelled and obscured white glass,
thirty per cent. ad valorem.

On common and colourless window glass,
and on coloured glass not figured, painted,
enamelled or engraved, twenty per cent. ad
valorem. )

On all other glass and manufactures of
glass not herein otherwise provided for,
twenty per cent. ad valorem,

Gunpowder and other explosives, viz :—

On gun, rifle and sporting powder in kegs,
half-kegs, or quarter-kegs and other similar
packages, five cents per pound.
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On cannon and musket powder in kegs and
barrels, four cents per pound.

On canister powder, in pound and half-pound
tins, fifteen cents per pound.

On blasting and mining powder, three cents
per pound.

On giant powder, dualin, dynamite and other
explosives in which nitro-glycerine is a con-
stituent part, five cents per pound, and twenty
per cent. ad valorem.

On nitro-glycerine, ten cents per pound, and
twenty per cent ad valorem.

Gutta-percha, manufactures of, twenty-five
cent. ad valorem.

Hair, curled, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Hats, caps and bonnets, not elsewhere speci--

fied, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

Hatters’ plush, of silk or cotton, ten per cent.
ad valorem.

Honey, bees), in the comb or otherwise, three
cents per pound.

Hops, six cents per pound.

India rubber, viz: boots and shoes, and other
manufactures, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

Tron. and Manufactures of, viz:—

Pig, two dollars per ton.

O1d and scrap, two dollars per ton.

In slabs, blooms, loops or billets, puddled or
not, and muck and puddled bars or billets,
twelve and a-half per cent. ad valorem.

In bars, rolled or hammered, including flats,
rounds and squares, nail and spike rods, and
all otheriron not otherwise provided for, seven-
teen and a-half per cent. ad valorem.

Op rolled round wire rods, in coils under
half an inch in diameter, ten per cent. ad val-
orem.

On iron rails or r.way bars for railways or
tramways, fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On railway fish-plates, frogs, frog-points,
chairs and finger-bars, seventeen and a-half
per cent, ad valorem.

On tin plates, ten per cent. ad valorem.

On band and hoop ; sheet, smoothed or pol-
ished, coated or galvanised, and common or
black ; number seventeen gauge or thinner,
boiler plate and Canada plates twelve and one-
half per cent. ad valorem.

Oniron and steel wire, and galvanised, fifteen
per cent. ad valorem.

On stoves and other castings, not elsewhere
specified, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

On gas, water and soil pipes of cast irom,
twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

On car-wheels, and axles, twenty-five per
cent. ad valorem.

On rolled beams, channels and angle and T
jron, fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On iron bridge and stractural iron work
roslleable iron castings and iron safes and
doors for safes, and  vaults, twenty-five per
cent. ad valorem.

On mill-irons and mill-cranks, and on
wrought forgings, for mills and locomotives, or
parts thereof, weighing 25 pounds or more,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

On locomotive engines and on stationary, fire
or other steam engines and boilers, and on
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other machinery composed wholly or in part
of iron, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

On locomotive tires of steel or Bessemer
steel in the rough, ten per cent. ad valorem.

On seamless drawn boiler tubing, ten per
cent. ad valorem.

On bedsteads and other iron furniture and
ornamental iron work and wire work, twenty-
five per cent. ad valorem.

On skates and on locks ¢f all kinds, thirty
per cent. ad valorem. - :

On tinned, glazed or enamelled hollow-ware,
of cast or wrought iron, twenty-five per cent.
ad valorem.

On hardware, viz: builders, cabinet makers,
upholsterers, carriage makers, saddlers, and
undertakers, including coffin trimmings of
metal, thirty per cent. ad valorem,

On bolts, washers and rivets, thirty per
cent. ad valorem.

On tacks, brads, and sprigs, Hungarian and
clout nails, thirty per cent. ad valorem,

On horse-shoes and horse-shoe nails, thirty
per cent. ad valorem.

On iron wire nails, called “Points de Paris,”
thirty per cent. ad valorem.

On iron and steel screws, commonly called
“wood screws,” thirty-five per cent. ad valorem.

On scales, balances and weighing beams,
thirty per cent. ad valorem.

On chain cables over halfan inch in diameter,
whether shackled or swiveled, or not, five per
cent. ad valorem. ’

On nails and spikes, cut, half-a-cent per
pound, and ten per cent. ad valorem.

On nails and spikes, wrought and pressed,.
whether galvanised or not, three-fourths of a
cent per pound and ten per cent. ad valorem,

Nuts, one cent per pound and ten per cent.
ad valorem.

On composition nails and spikes and sheath-
ing nails, twenty per cent ad valorem.

On sewing machines, whole, or heads or
parts of heads of sewing machines, two dollars
each, and in addition thereto, twenty per cemt.
ad valorem.

Ink, for writing, twenty-five per cent, ad
valorem.

On jewelry and other manufactures of gold
and silver, and on watches, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.

Jute, manufactures of, twenty per cemnt. ed
valorem.

On lard, tried or rendered, two cents per
pound.

On lard, untried, one and a-half cents per
pound.

On lead, old and scrap, and on pigs, bars,
blocks, and sheets, ten per cent. ad valorem.

On lead pipe and lead shot, and all manu-
factures of lead mnot otherwise specified,
twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

Leather board, three cents per pound.

Leather, on boots and shoe counters made:
from leather board, half-a-cent per pair.

Leather, sole, tanned but rough or undressed,.
ten per cent. ad valorem.

On morocco skins, tanned, but rough or
undressed, ten per cent. ad valorem.
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On sole leather and belting leather, tanned,
but not waxed; and on all upper leather,
and French kid, fifteen per cent. ad valorem.

On leather, as above, dressed and waxed,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

On japanned, patent or enamelled leather,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

On all other leather and skins tanned, not
elsewhere specified, twenty per cent. ad
valorem.

On boots and shoes and other manufactures
of leather, including gloves and mitts, and on
leather belting, twenty-five per cent. ad
valorem.

Lithographic stones, not engraved, twenty
per cent. ad valorem. *

Machine card clothing, twenty-five per
cent. ad valorem.

Malt, two cents per pound.

Marble, in blocks from the quarry, in the
rough, or sawn on two sides ouly, and not
specially shapen, containing fifteen cubic feet
or over, ten per cent. ad valorem.

Marble slabs, sawn on not more than two
sides, fifteen per cent ad valorem.

Marble blocks and slabs, sawn on more
than two sides, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

On finished marble, and on all manufactures
of marble not elsewhere specified, twenty-
five per cent. ad valorem.

On meats, fresh or salted, on actual weight,
as received in Canada, except shoulders or
sides, bacon and hams, one cent per pound.

On shoulders, sides, bacon and hams, fresh,
salted, dried or smoked, two cents per pound.

On all other dried or smoked meats, or
meats preserved in any other way than salted
or pickled, not otherwise specified, two cents
per pound.

Mustard seed, unground, fifteen per cent.
ad valorem.

Mustard, ground, twenty-five per cent. ad
valorem,

Nuts of all kinds, except cocoa-nuts, twenty
per cent. ad valorem.

Ochres, dry, ground or unground, washed or
unwashed, not calcined, ten per cent. od
valorem.

Oils, coal and kerosene, distilled, purified or
refined ; naphtha, benzole and petroleum ;
products of petroleum, coal shale and lignite,
not elsewhere specified, six cents per wine
gallon.

Carbolic, or heavy oil used in making
wooden block pavement, for treating wood
for building, and railway ties, ten per cent.
ad valorem.

Cod liver, medicated, twenty per cent. ad
valorem,

Lard, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Linseed or Haxseed, raw or boiled, twenty-five
per cent. ad valorem.

Neatsfoot, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Olive or salad, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Sesame seed, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

8perm, twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Oilcloth for floors, stamped, painted or
pnnbgd, thirty per cent. ad valorém.

Opium, drug, twenty per cent. ad valorem.
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Opium, prepared for smoking, five dollars
per pound.

Organs, Cabinet, viz:—On reed organs
having not more than two gets of reeds, a
specific duty of ten dollars; having over two
and not over four sets of reeds, fifteen
dollars ; having over four and not over six
sets of reeds, twenty dollars; having over six
sets of reeds, thirty dollars; and in addition
thereto, ten per cent. ad walorem on the fair
market value thereof.

Pipe organs and sets or parts of sets of
reeds for cabinet organs, twenty-five per cent.
ad valorem.

Paintings, drawings, engravings and prints,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Paints and colours not elsewhere specified,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Paints and colours, ground, in oil or any
other liquid, twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.

And white and red lead, dry, also dry white
zinc and Bismuth, five per cent. ad valorem.

Paper-hangings, or wall-paper, thirty per
cent. ad valorem.

Paper calendered, twenty-two and one-half
per cent. ad valorem.

Paper of all kinds, not elsewhere specified,
twenty per cent. ad valorem.

Paper envelopes and all manufactures of
paper not otherwise specified, twenty-five per
cent. ad valorem,

Paper, union collar cloth, in sheets, not
shapen, ten per cent. ad valorem.

Paper, mill board, not straw board, ten per
cent. ad valorem. )

Paper collars, cuffs and shirt-fronts, twenty-
five per cent. ad v