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772^ Book ofMormon Proved

to be a Fraud.

The name Mormon is said to be tak-

en from the reformed Egyptian and to

mean "more good," to be the name of

a man. Thia U not true. The wort
"Mormon" i» a Greek woi-d anglicized.

It means " hobgoblin," " bugbear,

"hideous the-monster." You will nnd

it in IJddell and Scott's large un-

abridged Oreek-English lexicon. Hence
the Be ' *' 'fmon nteans the book

of ho. - 3k of hug-bears, book

of hr j-monsters, used by
nurses ,aren children with.

Latter -jy .Saints claim that the

Book o* Mt rmon is of divine origin

and equal in authority to the Bible.

Upon it as a basis they have built a

strong organization, which they call

The dhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter

Day Saints. They have many mis-

sionaries in many lands and are mak-

ing many converts. From Utah they

are coming to Canada and are becom-

ins a menace in our Western Provin-

ces, especially Alberta. That every

one may know what Latt«r Day Saint-

ism really is by understandmg its

origin, I shall proceed at tmce to prove

that the Book of Mormon is not of

divine origin but of base human ori^
gotten up for the purpose of deception

and fraud by low and degraded char-

acters. I shall impeach all the wit-

nesnes introduced to prove itedivme

origin, and shall, by many witnesses

whose character cannot be impeached,

Cve that the historical part of the

k of Mormon is taken from a reli-

gious novel written by Solomon
Spaulding soon after the beginning of

iMt century and that the rel|ffo«»«

portion of it is stolen from the Bible.

I will now give you a true account

of the origin of the Book of Mormon.
The historical part i it was written

by Solomon Spauluing in the early

part of last century.
^ » u

Solomon Spaulding was bom at Ash-

ford, Conn., 1761. He was educated

at Plainfleld, Conn. Academy, and at

Dartmouth College, where he gradu-

ated in 1785. He studied theology

and preached for a while as a Pi^foy-
terian minister. On account of ill-

health he gave up preaching and be-

came Principal of an Academy at

Cherry Valley. John Spaulding, his

brother, induced him to go out west to

a little town then called Salem, now
Conneaut, in Ashtabula county, Ohio.

Here John Spaulding, Solomon Spauld-

ing and Henry Lake had an iron

foundry which they continued to work
until 1812, when the war ruined them
financially. Solomon Spaulding was
sick most of the time and spent his

time largely in writing. He was well

educated in history and in Greek and
Latin. He wi-ote essays and romances

and was one of the first to write and
speculate upon the origin of the earth

mounds in the Mississippi valley. He
had a theory as to the peopling of this

continent, and held that It was by a
people of refinement and of a civiliza-

tion that had perished. Out in Ohio,

beside the earth mounds, near his

house, he became excited and had
them investigated. Buried in the

mounds were human bones, relics, etc.

such as some of us saw at the Chicam
Fair, relics of stone, etc. This afford-

ed Spaulding inspiration enou<<h to

sit down and write a new romance.

The antiquity of the relies and the

antiquity of the people whose history

he professed to give, led him to adopt

the most ancient style of composition.

So James' version of the Scriptures

affords him the best antique style, and

is adopted. He so frequently used

the expressions, "It came to pass,

"Now it came to pass," Behold it

came to pass," as to make t .le romance
ridiculous. From his knowledge of

history and of the classics he was en-

abled to introduce many odd names,

such as Mormon, Moroni, Lamenite,

Nephi, etc., etc. Mr. Spaulding con-

ceived the idea that some golden plates

had been discovered and that hiero-

glyphics of an ancient people were

A*-.-



THE BOOK OF MORMON

written npon them. He, jf course,

found none. It wm only a fancy, and
in Ills novel he only pi-eteudod to

tranalate the story of a people whose
wanderings and sufferings had been

written thereon. .. „ ...
After writing a while Mr. Spaulding

altered the ptot of his novel. The
Jews whose history he protended to

narrate were first started from Rome.
He stopped, began again and started

them from Jerusalem. There were

Levi, his four sons, some other persons

etc., under divine direction, etc. Mr.

Spaulding called his novel, the "Man-
uscript F^und," that is a written his-

tory of a lost people in an earth

mound. He said (laughingly), one

day to Nathan Howard, a neighbor,

that proliably in a century from that

time his aocount of the early inhabi-

tants of America would be accepted

as a true history. He little knew that

he was laying the foundation of one

of the greatest frauds of the centuries.

Mr. Spaulding often read his novel

to the people, being a good-natured

man and fond of company, when they

came in to spend an hour or two, so

that they became well acquainted

with its contents and were struck with

the odd names in it which they re-

membered well in after years as we
shall see.

Mr. Spaulding decided to get hit.

novel printed and he thought he could

make money out of it. He had a
friend in Pitt«burg, named Patterson,

who had a f inting house. He moved
to Pittsburg.

In Pittsburg, there was a young
man by the name of Sidney Rigdon,
born in St. Clair township, Pa., Feb.

1788. Sidney Rigdon lived on the

farm with his father until the iatter^s

death and for a while after with his

mother in 1810, but he was too lazy

to work. He got a fair education and
in time went to Pittsburg to learn the

tanner's trade. At this time his

friend and chum, Lambden, was a
printer in Patterson's office. Young
Rigdon hung around the office so

much that Mr. Engles, the foreman,
complained of it. Mr. SpaiUding's

novel was in the printing office at this

time and, Sydney Rigdon stole a copy
of it. There were two copies of it be-

sides the small copy which Mr. Spauld-

ing wrote first when he started the

Jews from RoniP. The reason that

there were two copies of it was be-

cause the flrat was not quite polished

enough and Mr. Patteit»on told Mr.

Spaulding to re-write It and polish It

up and s«ime day ^le would make mon-
ey out of it. So Mr, Spaulding wrote

out another, a littl* better Bnlshed

than the first. Rigdon stole one and

the other Mr. Spaulding got back

again, which was the copy ooirowed
and destroyed by the Mormons In 1833

Mr. Spaulding died In 1810, In Amity
where he had moved and where he for

a while kept a public house. He died

from consumption.

Rigdon took the stolen novel, re-

wrote It, put Into It parts of the Bible

which accounts f<»r the religious por-

tion of it. You will find in it Isa. 2,

14. 21, 48, 60. 62, 64 : Mai. 3 ; Matt. 6.

8, 7 : I Cor. 18, and many other por-

tions from the Bible. For a time
Rigdon was a Baptist preacher, then

a Disciple preacher until In 18^. dur-

ing a tune of great religious excite-

ment he conceived the Idea of getting

up a new religion, founded upon his

stolen religious novel. For this pur-

pose he revises Mr. Spauldlng's novel

and gets It all ready to be Introduced

to the world. How shall he introduce

't ? In 1826 or 18XJ he meets Joe
Smith. Joe at once fell Into line for he
had himself heard of the Manuscript
Found, having worked for Mrs.

Spauldlng's brother sometime In 1828

when he hiA a revatlon.

Now, let us turn to Joe Smith for

a llttl. time. The impostor was Ixira

Dec. 23rd, 1806, Windsor Co., Vt.

His father's name was Joe and his

mother's name was Lucy. Thei« wei-e

six boys and three girls in the family.

When Joe was ten years old, his par-

ents moved to Palmyra, N.Y. Now
Joe Smith Is one of "The Latter Day
Saints' chief witnesses to pi-ove the
divine origin of the Book of Mormon.
We must, therefore, examine his char-

acter and see if God would give such

a man a revelation, and appoint him
chief prophet in his church ; not only

chief prophet but a chosen pitiphet to

re-introduce into the world the true

i-eltgion, and to re-establish the only
true Church of God upon earth. The
pretentions of Joe Smith and of his

followers are very large. Are they
warranted in makingsuch pretentions?

The family of Siaithu lived about
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two inilos ortwr. ftiid tt-half tnilpi* out

of the town ol Pnlinym, N.Y.. .mil

won- th« |M'Mt and toiiiH'iit of tli«

iM'iKhlMiiJKKMl. Th«'y w.n- ovoiythiiiK

nmliiothiiiKby turiiH. Th»« fathor of

J«H», WBM a welNliKr'r, a cooiH-r. and

he podillMl itH)t »HHT and gingw hwatl.

Tlie family made IwskftH and niaplo

tMUiit, while the inotl.er wunlietl for a

living pait of the tim;'. It wttH no

diHRiaceto wash, but her cu«tomei-H

well- frtwfid to take in the (•l«)the« in

the evening after Hhe washed them.

Young J«H' wan an adept in rohbmg
hen-roo«tH and orchards, Joe was

with hiH father \vhile the latter was

digging a well for a Mr. thaw. A
iteculiar sti>ne was found, white oml

alxMit the size of >i ehilds f<"»t. Th"
ihildren «>f Mr. Ohase nlayed with this

stone until one day Joe stole it from

them. This stone iM'came aft^-rwai-ds

the celebrated I'eek-stone that t<M>k

the place of Joe's witth-hazel. With
it J<H! saw sights, trace.l hidden treas-

uivs, gold and silver and stolen prop-

erty, and soon gatheitnl around him
a Iwnd of la/y ft-llows who slept in

the day time and worke<l nights, dig-

ging for treasures. Tliis Peek-stone

was the Urim and Thiimniim, placed

in his stove-pipe hat, with which he

translated and read frtiiu the plates.

Joe wandered about from place to

ilftce, was put in jail for iigrancy

mid debt. In 1823. Joe w. k'd for

W. H. Sabine. There he heard of the

"Manuscript Found" and hud a rt^vel-

ation, but as he could not K«;t the

manuscript he must wait. Tliitw

years of mysU-ry follow. Joe heanl

all the theories about the ancient |>eo-

pling of America, the traditions that

were collected fi-om Indians, also He-

brew traditions. The discovery of

ruined cities and temples in (central

America, of i-eli<w, pottery, biicks,

etc., etc. So when Rigdon told J()e

that ho hiul a book explaining all

thes<f theories, Joe had the wit to 'in-

derstond that such a iMiok published

would pay and, that with its aid he

could sttvrt a now i-oligion.

Gnwt revivals wore going on at the

time among the Methodists, Baptists

and the Pn-sbyterians. Joe's mother,

three brothers and one sisU'r joiihkI

the Presbyterians. Joe was excited,

he did not know what to <lo. Sudden-

ly an angel appearwl and he was told

that there was no true church on

earth. In a second Visit the angel

said that the truth would spring out

of the earth and that he woiilil Ih^ leil

to a hill near Palmyra where he wouhl
find it. In IKJH Jih-, who had mar-
ried Miss Holi' gn-atly against her

father's wisheM, returned to Palmyra.
Here in 18211 Kigdon visiti<l him and
spent three or four months with him
In his little log cohln. Tlie jieoplu

thought a l»and of counterfeiters were
at work. Angels now vinit Jih- often.

At erne time J«h> was with the angel all

night. On his way home he fell over

a fence and was unconscious for a
while, when he awoke sifi angel told

him to go home and toll his father all

that he saw. His father said it was a
messenger from OikI and to follow

him. ...
< )n Sept«'nilH«r 22iid, 1827, amid thuii-

derings and lightnings while JtM! V'r^

praying an angel came out of the hill

near Joe's home and gave him a ls>x.

Angels struggled with legions of devils

that trie<l to keep the Ijox back. J<m'

got it and was told that with Urini

and Thummin he could n-ad the lan-

guage written up<m the plates. The
Urim and Thummin wasnoihingmoi-e
than his Peek-stone and the Ihix of

Slates was nothing but Solomon
paulding's "Manuscript Found,

which Kigdon had stolen and ivvami»-

e<l for the occasion. It was taken to

JiMi's log cabin and here Joo with his

Peek-stone in his whit€' stovepipe hat

sat liehind a blanket in a corner of the

riMrtii and prettmd«>«l to translate.

Oliver (5owdery ncte<l ns scrilie.

While the translaticm was n"'"B '»"

Smith and Cvnvdery went to the woo«ls

wh«'ro John the Baptist appeared in a

cloud, came to them and timained Ixith

of them by the laying on of hands.

They came ba<'k and pretende<l to go

on with the translation. People call-

ed tf) see the plates but were only al-

lowed t« put their hands upon theni in

a pillow case. No one was alIowe<l ti)

see them except chosen witnesses. A
plan was niado to capture the plates,

J(Hi was in debt, and a writ was gotten

out U- seiase his goixls for debt. Joe

hid the plates in a \u\g of Iwans. If

they had l«H)ked into the bag of lieons

tliey would hove found not plates, but

Mr. Spaulding's "Manuscrijit Found."

After the iiit*'rruption Joe and t!"W-

dcy went on with ' he translation and

;.ii angel pays them another visit.
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Wo now come to Jo««'b first miroclo.

Newnll Knight wat» bpHleRwl bv devilH;

hiM Hnilw ftiKl vlHrtgH Im'Iiik ili(»t4)rt«Ml

liy i>aln. Joo runiummli'd the lU'viU

to iuave hhn iiiHtantly, antl Knight
Mill, iiH they loft. "I HW th«>ni Koing
thi-oiixh the r«>of." This was enouKh
to pstai)iiBh J«H'*» fame among tlie ig-

norant. A farmer by tho uame of

Martin Harris is '•onvinced and joins

Joe, greatly against his wife's wishes.

When Martin Han-is became scribe

antl took home 118 pages of the stolen

manuscript, his wife Immeil it and the

worlt o' translation was delayed for

ten njonths. They waited for a while

with the hope that Mrs. Harris wonld
relent an<l give them back the pages,

for they «lTd not kn«>w she burned
them. When they found that she had
burned theni they proceeded to repro-

duce as iK'st thoy could the destroyetl

pages ond this was the cause of the

ten months' delay. When finally tho

revelation was ready for printing Mar-
tin Harris sold his farm for l>3,00l> to

Say for the printing. Hin wife was so

isgusted with this and with her fickle

husband that she finally nart.-d with
him, refusing to join the Monnons and
gooutwestwxth him. TheBook of Mor-
mon was printed in 1829-1830 in the

printing office of Mr. Grandin. editor

of the Wayne Sentinel, Hyram (f<»r

so he spelled his name) Smith, Joe's

brother caiTied the copy, under his

coat carefully guarded, each day to

the office. Ho carried just what the

printer could set up each day and as

soon as it was printed he brought back
the copy of tho manuscript.

Let lis now briefly exannne the Book
of Mormon as to its historical con-

tents. I have already given you the
meaning of the name Mormim which
is "bugbear," "hobgoblin," etc. It

purports to be a history at America
from the time of the Tower of Babel
until about 4<10 A.D., nearly 4,000

years. It asserts that this continent

was peopled by three different fami-

lies. 1 . The family of Jarid who em-
igrat«'d from the Tower of Babel over
three thousand years before Christ

and whose descendants were extermin-
ated, one ptntion of tho book decln'^s

six hundred years liefore Chr? -it

another portion places the date ..wo

hundred and fifty years before Christ.

2. The family of Lehi, a Manasseh-
it<>, who cmigrat«d fkK) ycai-s before

Christ, early in the reign of Zedekiah,

Kingof Judah. His descendants di-

viihil into two nations, the Nephites,

the righteous portion, and the I^m-
enites, tlie wickinl portion.

a The family of Zarahemila who
were JudahiU'H or Jews who left Jer-

usalem about eleven years aft»>r Lehi.

The descendants of the Jews were de-

stroyed in war or were absorb»Ml by
the Nephites. In a war the Nephit«>H

were exterminated by the [^menites
about 3H4 A.D. Tlio Lamenites re-

mained the sole posst'ssors of the Vnu-
tinent of America and becaus<< of their

sins tiecame dark skinuMl. 'I'hey aw
the American Indians according tti

this account.

Now we have the Book of Mormon
an;l its hisUuicul portion is identic4il

•vith the "Manuscript Foimd" written

by Mr. S|)aulding. The Imlancc of the
liook, that is the religious i>ortion, was
sU)lfn by Rigdon antl Smith fi-om the
Bible as follcws: One-eighteenth is

stolen by chapters, one-twelfth is st»il-

cn l)y paragraphs, one-eighth is stolen

by phrases and the wh(»le i»f the reli-

gtous ideas are stolen excj-pt some v^
Rigi'on' sermons. We have now giv-

en yen {<\i account of the Book of Mor-
..lon. I shall now examine some of its

absurdities and blundei-s, the witness-

es to its authenticity and I shall pi"o-

duce many witnesses to pr<»ve that, I

am correct in all my statements.

Fii-st, let us notice tlifi account of

tho plates pretended to be found.
They tell us they were gold, \M\c golil,

and that they liH)ked like brass. Joe
says they were fasteiietl with three
rings, David Whitmer says they were
solderpil together. Ennna Smith says
they wei-e loose on her kitchen talile,

neither fastened nor s<ildei"e«l, covered
witjiacloth. Joe's mother suys they
were kept in a hollow tree, in a box,

a cooper shop, in the wo<ids, in a hole

in the ground, in a voult, etc. Also,

that Joe hod them all the time ; then
he ditl not have tliem. Three sow
them by a miracle ; tl»e eight saw
them and hefted them without a mira-
cle. Kmma saw them imder a cloth.

Wliitmer saw them in his father's

field. The angel, Moroni, gave old
Granny Whitmer a squint at tlicin.

If any one wanted to see ihem the
angel' 'lad them, or it meant death to
look at them. The Urim and Tlium-
iiiini weiv pointed diamoi^d^ set in
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alftHH plati's. thftt thoy w.mv >v V&\r of

Bilv.T siH.<t.i<U-H. Think ..1 «»»><« nn.l

HIMCM lit llK- tillH' "f UiImI." I ••«'"'

myn tl.i>y w.-n- twc. ,l..u. y Hto.,- >«>

lurjrt' thai ii mini could l.x.k t iiyiijri

tht-iii %vii h both .-y.-M. N.w. "II t »'» "*

a fabU'. Tliiy ha.l no riiii. ami i hum-

mini. Joo had t»i.« Po.k-«toiic h.- hIoU

In.ni tho .hilclifn of Mr. Cliiwo. an I

with which h.^ pn't.'n.ltil to tiare Htol-

on |.«-o|»<'rty an.l to llml hia.U'ii tivaH-

iuv« in tlio'i-aitli.

Notito tli« Hiw of tli«> l»lat»'«. ni«y

wcnv HL'VMi inflieH wiilo ami eiKlit

inches long, ftiul Uif thickncHH of com-

mon tin. Now the B<Jok of Mormon
contain« 51.') pagis, in small type,

wlii.h woul.l iv<iiiiio aOIK) im«i'H of

written matter on foolscap. One H!<le

of a plate triiii.slate«l woul.l occupy one

laiu • IMiKe of written matter on tooU-

cap. ThiH would mpiire liXK) plates*,

which, if of K<»1«1, us they UHsert, wouUl

woiKh7ot)i»ouiul«. if of biassi'il) pounds.

These plates, of Kold, would be worth

$75 (KM). Joe Hmilh carried all ttiewe

plates. 75«) pounds, >• 'arge sword, a

heavy bi-cast plate, u compass, hi.l

awuy in his frock while he foujj;ht two

men and ran two miles. Is this not a

most absuitl thing and impossible.

Who can believe it?

Is it likely that G<k1 would chm^se

such a man as Joe Smith to re-estab-

lish His church on earthj- 1 he letter

Day Saints take Joe Smith as tlieir

chief witness to establish the divine

origin of the B«)ok of Mormon. VVe

must therefoi-e examine his character

anil see if he is a competent witness.

Were their claims not so large, ami

weiv it not for the fact that he is call-

ed as their chief witness we should not

take the trouble to inipiire into his life.

As a private individual it matters not

so' much, but as the chi.-f witness to

the divine origin of the Book of iU>v-

mon. it is of great moment. You will

understand something ot his chariuter

bv reading an account of the proceea-

ings of the Court held in the town i.t

Bainbridge. Chenango Co. W. Y.,

-People of the State of New \ork vs.

Joseph Smith. Warrant issued upon

oath f)f Peter G. Bridgman, who in-

foiiue<l that one Joseph Smith of Ham-

bridge, was a disoi-derly pei-son and an

iuirostor. Prisoner broughtintocourt

March 20th, l«20. Arad Stowell sworn

—Says that he went to see whether

priscmcr eonhl cmvince hnn Owit he

•MmM'HiiiHl the skill thftt he pi-ofesswl to

;ue, upon which primmer laid a ImmiK

^^^^u uiMin a while clot li. and ,.roiMwed

.ookiiig tliroiigh a stone wliich
was white and trans|Mirent; hold the

stone to the candle, turn Ids back to

the iMM.k. and wad. TI- deception

n|>peai<'d so palpable, tl' I went oil

disgusted.
.McMaster. sworn — Says he went

with Aratl Slowel to Is- convinced of

piirtiiner's skill, and likewise came
nway disgusted, flnding the ilcception

so palpime.
Aiul theivnpjin the court finds the

defeiident (Joe Smith) guilty."

In the spring of IKW. Joo Mind''

started what was call' d the "Wild
Cat" K k in Kirtlani' Joe got the

money ot lundifils of jMior dujH's

and for a while Im livin ke a prince,

but in Novemb !• of th< .-ame year the

Wild Cat liai'U In .ice and Joe Smith
and Kigih>ii w; iv fliu'd $UIOtJ each for

Hv-i lling thi V">r'" ""* "^ their

': '

N. C. Lewis, of the .M. K.

church, of SuM|ueliaiiiia Co.. Peiin.,

in IKil. made a sworn nUitement to

the elTect that h»' had b«'en acquaint-

ed with Joseph Smiih, jr., for soim-

time; Indng o relative of his wif«''s. and
residing near him. had lre<iu«'nt opixir-

tunities of c<mversation with hiiii. He
is not a man of veracity, and his gen-

eral chavai-ter in this part <if the coun-

try is that «)f an impostor, hypo<rite

and liar.
, , „ ,

Eleven male residents of Manches-

ter, Ontario Co., N. Y.. Nov. MX aiul

tth, 1H33, ni' le an afildavit that the

family of J <seph Smith, with whtim

the Gold Bible originated, are a laay.

indolent, intemperate set. and tln-ir

w»)iil is not to lie depeiuhtl on.

In the same vear. on the same day,

in the same vicinity, flfty-<me other

men of standing state: We. theumler-

signed. have been aciiuamtetl witli

the Smith family for a number «)t

years, while they resided near this

blace. and have no hesitation in say-

ing that we consider them destitute

of that moral character which ought

to entitle them to the confidence ot

uiiv comiu. i V. Joseph Smith, sr..

and his son. Joseph, in particular,

were eonsideivd entirely destitute ot

moral character, and addicted to vic-

ious habits. Here we have sixty-three

of the bcHt and most comiH'tent wit-
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nesses, under oath, sttvting that Joe

Smith was an impostor, a hyp<j(jnte,

a liar, not to be depeudcd upon, desti-

tute of moral character and addicted

to vicious habits.

Again, Joe Smith was the author

of a revelation on the patriarchal

order of marriage, or plurality of

wives, given, he claims, in Nauvoo,

July nth, 181.3. lu this revelation Joe

Smith teaches polygamy, as plainly as

it can be taught. There i;- no mistake,

the language is unmistakable and the

document called Celestial Marriage is

by Joe Smith. He was not only the

author of that foul blot on the name
of Christianity, but he was in practice

H polygamist, as the following affi-

davit will abundantly prove.

San Bernardino, California
Dec. 31, 1883.

Mrs. Mary Ralph, being duly sworn,

deposes and says : I lived in Nauvoo,

111., close to the house of Jos. Smith,

just aci-oss the road, some time. I

also was present at a public meeting,

and heai-d the Pi-ophet Joseph Smith

say while preaching. Hei-e is Bro.

Brigham ; if ever he leads this church,

he will lead it to hell ; and I believed

he was a true prophet of God. I was
well acquainted with the two Part-

ridge girls and the two Walker girls,

and their two brothers, William and
Lorin Walker, they were orphans, and
lived in the family of Joseph Smith,

but I never knew they were any of

them his wives; but I saw Susie

Walker in 1847, and she had a young
baby in her arms ; she told me she had
been sealed to Joseiih for eternity and
to Heber C. Kimball for time, and
Bro. Heber was acting as proxy for

Bro. Josepli. Dianthy Farr, daughter

of Aaron FaiT, told me she was sealed

in the same way, and Wm. Clayton

was acting as proxy for Bro. Joseph

with her. The firat I ever heard of

the proxy and sealing business was m
1846. Bathsheba Smith, wife of George
A., told me of it then.

Mary Ralph.

"Sworn to before me, this 31st day
of December, 1883. W. J. Curtis,

Notary Public in and for San Bern-

ardino Co., California."

I thus impeach Joe Smith as a wit-

ness. His character is bad. Yet he

is the chief witness that Latter Day

Saints produce to pi-ovc that the B(>ok

of Mormon is of equal authority with

the Bible.

Now, let us tm-n to the three wit-

nesses, Martin Harris, Oliver Cow-
dery and David Whitmer. Next to

Joe, these ai-e the principal witnesses

relied upon to pi-ove the divine origin

of the Book of Mormon. Let us

examine them.

If the book of Doctrine and Cove-

nants be true, then before these wit-

nesses even pretended to see these

plates, Joe Smith, in a pretended re-

velation, pi-esented the plates with the

revelation telling them fii-st what to

say. In March 1829, Joe Smith gave
Harris a pretended revelation in which
the identical words of the testimony

of the witnesses occurs. In that re-

velation Hawis is told to say that he

had seen the plates when he had not.

The statement of the three witnesses

to the Book of Mormon is a joint state-

ment, without date. It has every

mark of fraud and collusion. The wit-

nesses are not indc_pendent but inter-

ested witnesses. Harris sold his farm
to get the book printed, and expected

to make money out of the book, Cow-
dery had spent much time on the book.

Tlie witnesses are all interested par-

ties. We will now examine the char-

acter of the witnesses. Oliver Cow-
dery comes Hi-st. David Stafford test-

ifies that "Cowdery proved himself to

be a worthless fellow, not to be trust-

ed or believed when he taught school

in the neighborhootl." Banfoi-d Booth
says: "He was a low pettifogger,

a cats-paw of the Smith's to do

their dirty work. Joe Smith could

not trust him himself. In a pre-

tended revelation Joe says in Nov.
1831: "Hearken unto me saith the

Lord your God for my servant Oliver

Cowdei-y's sake. It is not wisdom that

he lie entrusted with the moneys
which he shall carry into the land of

Zion unless some one shall go with
him who shall be true and faithful."

Hiram Smith charges Cowdery with

robbing his father, plunderinij his own
house and forging a note against him-
self. He says , ''Persons came to my
house while I was in prison, and ram-
sacked it and carried away money and
my valuables. Among those who
treated me thus I cannot help making
particular mention of Lyman Cow-
dery, who, in connection with- his
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brother. Oliver Cowdery. took from

lue a great many things, and lo cap

the climax of his iniquity, compelled

my aged father, by threatening to

bring a mob upon him, to deed over

to him or his brother, Oliver, about

160 acres of land, to pay a note whi^
he said I had given to Oliver for *105.

Such note I confess I was and am en-

tirely ignorant of, and after mature

consideration, I have to say that 1 be-

lieve it to be a forgery.' (Times and

Seasons, vol. 1, pp. 22-3.) Joe Smith

savs Cowdery was cut off from the

church for slander and false state-

ments. His words are : "About this

time there were several persons 'Uig

in the far west who wei-e cut off from

the church. These charactei-s wj^re

studiously engaged in circulating

false and slandei-ous reports a^jainst

the Sainte to stir up our enemies to

drive us from our noines and enjoy

the spoils. Tliey are as follows : Oliver

Cowdery, David Whitmer, etc. (Times

and Seastm, vol. 1, p. 88.)

In a circular letter addressed to

Cowdery, David Whitmer and others,

signed by Sidney Rigdon and 84 other

Iwvding Mormons. A circular that was

authenticated in a report of a commi^
tee of the United States Senate and

published in the report by authority

of the U. S. Government, constituting

Congressional Document 189, A. D.

1841, Oliver Cowdery is charged with

stealing, lying, perjury, counterfeiting

and that he was leader of a gang of

scoundrels of the blackest dye. He
abandoned Mormonism and openly

declared his testimony to the Book of

Monnon, a lie. He died an apostate,

a drunken sot and beastly wreck. Now
you have the character of O. Cowdery.

Is he a competent witness that the

Book of Mormon is of divine origin i

I think not.

Now, let us examine David Whi^
nier-s character. Whitmer « "icluded

in the Cong. Document 180, A.D.. 1841

against Cowdery. which charged

Whitmer withbemg a member of a

jrang of thieves, counterfeiters and

blacklegs of the deepest dye, and I

have already showed you that Joe

Smith (in Times and Seasons, vol. 1.

p. m, says that Whitmer was one

who slandered the Saints and made

false statements and was at one time

plotting to rob the Saints.

In Times and Seasons, p. 83, Joe

Smith says : Poor Phelps, has no
other dumb beast to ride but David
Whitmer, or to forbid his madness
when he goes to curse Israel. But
this ass (not being of the same kind

as Balaam's), therefore notwithstand-

ing the angel appeared unto him.
• • • Yet he brays out cursings

instead of blessings. Poor ass, who
lives to see him will see him and his

rider perish like those who perished in

the gainsaying of Noah? Whitmer
frequently declared in Richmond, Mo.,

that his testimony to the Book of Mor-

mon was a lie. To show you how eas-

ily David Whitmer was duped. A
wooden imajte was by Smith placed in

a tree in a fle!d. Whitmer's sou saw

it and said ' e «aw an angel. Then
said Smith us is the place, where

the Book oi - .mon must be complet-

ed since the angel has appeared eleven

times and it is revealed to me that the

place of his twelfth appearing is where

the book must be completed. Hence
Whitmer's, in West Fayette, became

the resort of Smith and his fellow im-

postors during the progress of the

work. David Whitmer tells how he

was convinced of the truth of Mormon-
ism. He went into the woods after

some maple sap, and having filled two
large pails he set out to return home.

The sap became sti heavy he stopped,

knelt and prayed that if Joe Smith

was a true pn»phet and the plates a

genuine revelation from God that the

lap might be made lighter as a token

thereof. He artise t<K)k up the sap

and as it felt lighter than when he stvt

it down he was convinced of the truth

of Mormonism. He was duped to be-

lieve also that an angel plowed seven

acres of land for him in the night, and

that an angel sowed eleven acres of

plaster for him to enable him to go to

Penn. to move Joe. (See Lucy Smith s

Hist. pp. 144^.) This is a chief wit-

ness to the divine origin of the Book

of Mormon. Who can have any con-

fidence in such a witness ?

We now turn to Martin Ha,rris. He
was a man easily excited, and he t»ld

many wondei-ful stories. He said that

the U. S. would be destroyed if they

did not accept Mormonism in four

years. Han-is says he saw the devil,

and that he was a jackass with hair

like a mouse. Harris repeatedly de-

clared that he had as much evidence
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for a Shaker book whichhe had as for

the Book of Monnon. He told Moi-

lev, Mai. GiUHTl. Mr. Maikell, Mrs.

MlUikin. Mr. Hansbury. and many
others, that he did not see the plates

with his natural sight. He only saw

them by faith. He U)ld Mrs. Hans-

bmy that he only saw the box they

wei4 in, and heard theni rattle. Joe

denounces him, (Elder's Journal, p. 49,

Ahk. 1838,) as so far beneath contempt

that a notice of him would be too

jrreat a sacrifice for a gentleman to

fuake. The church exerted some kind

of restraint on him, but now he has

Kiven loose U) all kinds of abcinnnat-

lons, lying, cheating, swmdhng, all

kinds of debauchery. Harris, as a

witness, interested in the book finan-

cially, and who said to his wife. If

the whole affair is a fraud I expect to

make money out of it," cannot be ac-

cepted.

The eight witnesses say they saw

the plates, that on them were char-

actei-s of curious workmanship. How
did they know that Joe had translated

those plates ? How did they know
that an angel gave them to Joe? How
did they know that the Book of Mor-

mon was a translation of the platest-

They could know that they saw plates

but they could not know anything

more. The witnesses are all a gang ol

Joe Smith's followers. Of the eight

witnesses there are four of the Whit-

mers, three Smiths and Hy. Page, a

brother-in-law of the Whitmers. So

that of the twelve witnesses we have:

Joe th author of the fraud; his father,

a drunkard and a liar; Hiram Smith,

Joe's brother, and for a while leader of

Mormonism; S. H. Smith, another

brother; David Whitraer,C. Whitmer,

Jacob Whitmer, Peter Whitmer and

John Whitmer, five in all and a broth-

er-in-law of the Whitmer's, Henry
Page, O. Cowdery and Mr. Harris, a

low gang of villainous followers of Joe

Smith. T'hese are the witnesses that

Latter Day Saints introduce to prove

the divine origin of the Book of Mor-

mon, whose names appear in the boolt

as witnesses. I submit that if such a

crowd of witnesses stepped upon the

Btand to-day they would be rejected

by any Court of Justice in Canada or

the United States. Of the three wit-

nesses, all apostatized, <.f the eight,

five apostatized. This is sufficient to

prove that their testimony was a base

fabrication, that they abandoned it

when it ceasetl to be profitable to them.

To prove that Solomcm Spaulding

wrote the historical part of the BiMJk

of Monnon, and that it »?
.identical

with the "manuscript found, 1 shall

produce several of the most respect-

able and competent witnesses who
lived beside Mr. Spaulding, and who
heard him i-ead his novel and who well

rememlH!!- the names in it, and who
state emphatically that the SpauhlmK

novel and the Book of Mormon an-

identical with the exception of the

chapters stolen from the Bible and

put into it and Bigdon's own addi-

tions.

Our first witness is Mb. Aaron
Wbigut. He testifies

:

"One day when I was at the house of

Solomon SpauMing, he showed and read

to me a history he was writing of the

Lost Trilies of Israel, purporting that

they were the first settlers of Aineri. a,

and that Indians were their descendants.

He traced their journey from Jerusalem

to America. He told me his object was

to account for the fortifications, etc.,

that were to be found in this country,

and said that in time it would be fully

believed by all except by learned men

and historians,"

Oliver Smith testifies

:

"Solomon Spaulding boarded at my
house six months. All his leisure hours

were occupied in writing a historical novel

founded upon the first settlers of this

country. He said he intended to trace

their journey from Jerusalem by laud

and sea till their arrival in America, and

give an account of their arts, sciences,

civilization, laws and contentions. In

this way he would give a satisfactory ac-

count of all the old mounds, so common

in this country. Nephi and Lehi were

by him represented as the leading char-

acters, when they first started for Amer-

ica Their main object was to escape the

judgments which they supposed were

coming upon the old world.'

Nauum Howard testifies

:

"In conversation with Solomon Spauld-

ing I expressed my surprise that we had

no account of the people once in this

country, who erected the old fort, mounds

etc. lie told mo he was writing a his-

tory of that people."

I
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Abtemus Cunningham testiflcB:

"Solomon Spaulding described to me

his boolc. He said that it was a fabulous

or romatio history of the first inhabi-

tants of this country, and it purported

to be a record found buried in the earth,

or in a cave. Uo had adopted the ancient

or Scriptual style of writing. He then

read from his mtnuscript. 1 remeraoer

the name of Nephi, who appeared to be

the principal hero of the story, ine

trenneut repetition of the phrase "l

Nephi," I remember distinctly as though

it were yesterday. He attempted to ac-

count for the numerous antiquities which

are found upon the continent."

John N. Miller who was a member
of Solomon Spaiilding's householil for

many months, testifies:

"1 perused Spaaldiug's manuscripts, as

I had leisure, more particularly the^ one

he called his "Manuscript Found It

purported to be a history of the litst set-

tlers of America. He brought them oil

from Jerusalem, under their leadtrs, de-

tailing their travels by land and by sea.

We now introduce a most import-

ant witness, Mrs. Spauluing, wile of

Solomon Spaulding. She says

:

"Mr Spaulding conceived the idea of

writing a history of the long lost race

that produced these antiquities, rheir

extreme age or antiquity lead him to

write in the most ancient style, and as

the Old Testament was the oldest book

in the world, he imitated its style as

much as possible. As he progressed in

his narrative the neighbors would come

in from lime to time to hear portions

read, and a great interest in the work

was excited among them. It claimed to

have been written by one of the lost na-

tion, and to hav« been recovered from

the earth. The neighbors would often

ask how Mr. Spaulding progressed in de-

ciphering the manuscript, and -hen he

had a snfflcieui. portion prepared he

would inform them and they would as-

semble to hear it read. He was enabled

from his acquaintance with the classics

and ancient history, to introduce many

singular names, which were partioulai y

noticed by the people, and could easily

be recognized by them."

RuDiiicK McKee, of Washington,

D.C., testifies

:

"I was a boarder at Spaulding's tavern

in Amity. I'a.. in the fall of 1814. I re-

collect quite well Mr. Spaulding spending

much lime in writing on the sheets of

paper torn from an old book what pur-

ported to be a veritable history of the

nations or tribes that inhabited Canaan.

He called ii "Lost Manuscript," or some

such name. I was struck with ihe min-

uteness of its details. I have an indis-

tinct recollection of the passage referred

to by Mr. Miller, about the Amlicites

making a cross with red paint on their

foreheads to distinguish them from

their enemies in the confusion of battle.

Mr. Abneb Jackson, of Canton,

Ohio, who heard Spaulding rt ad the

romance to his father in Conneaut,

just before his i-emoval to Pittsburg,

testifies :

"Spaulding frequently read his manu-

script to the neighbors and commented

on it as he progressed. He wrote it in

Hible style, "And it came to pass," oe-

cured so often that some called him "Old

come to pass." The names Mormon,
Moroni, Nephi, Nephite, Lamen, Lamen-

ite, etc., were in it. The closing scene

was at Cumorah, where all the righteous

were slain."

IIiram Lake, of Conneaut, Ohio,

testified, Dec. 23i-d. 1880, as follows

:

"I am sixty-nine years of age and have

lived all my life at Conneaut, my father

was partner with Sol. Spaulding in 1811

and 1812. About 1834 when I was twen-

ty-three years of age, I remember there

was great excitement in Conneaut con-

cerning Morraonism, My father read the

Book ot Mormon and was familiar with

its contents and he told me it was un-

questionably derived from a manuscript

written by Solomon Spaulding called

"Manuscript Found." My father made

an attidavit to the same effecD. Since 1834

I have conversed with Aaron Wright, J

.

N. Miller, Nathan Howard, old residents

here now dead, all of whom lived here in

1811, 1812 and who had heard Spaulding's

manuscript read, and they told me that

the Book of Mormon was derived from

Spauldinj;'* "Manuscript Found." They

made attidavits to the same etteot."

LoRiN Gould, of Conneaut, Ohio,

Dec. 23rd, 1880, testifies

:

"I have lived at Conneaut Ohio, sixty-

six years. During all that i riod I Lave

known Hiram Lake, whose statement

dated Dec. 23rd, 1880, 1 have read. This
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tatement I believe to be true. I wa.

acquainted with Henry Lake, Aaron

Wiighl. John N. Miller, N Howard and

the per»oni named in Hiram Lakes

•tatement, and about 1834^, the time

of the excitement concerning Mormonism.

I heard them all say that the Book of

Mormon was undoubtedly taken from a

manuscript written !iy Solomon Spauld-

ing, which they had heard Spaulduig

ipid in 1811 or 1812, called "Manuscript

Found," or "The Lost Tribes.

Hknby Lake, Mr. Spaulding's busi-

ness partner, testifies

:

"Solomon Spauldinjj frequently read

to me from a manuscript which he whs

writing and which he entitled the "Man-

uscript Found," I spent many hours in

hearing him read said writings, and be-

came well acquainted with its contents.

He wished me to assist him in getting it

printed, as a book of that kind would

meet with a ready sale. This manuscript

represented American Indians as the

lost tribes, gave an account of their

leaving Jerusalem, their contentions and

work which were many and great. One

time, when he was reading to me the

tragic account of Laban, I pointed out to

him what I considered an inconsistency,

which he promised to correct ; but by

referring to the Book of Mormon, I find

to my great surprise, it stands there just

as he read it to me then. Some months

ago I N)rrowed a Golden Bible, put it in

my pocket and carried it home, a"d

thought no more about it. About a week

after my wife found the book in my pock-

et as my coat hung up, and commenced

reading it aloud to me as I lay on the

bed She had not read twenty minutes

before I was astonished to find the same

passages in it that Spaulding had read to

me more than twenty years before from

his "Manuscript Found." Since that I

have more fully examined the said Gold-

en Bible, (Book of Mormon), and have

no hesitation in saying that the histor-

ical part of it is principally, if not wholly

Uken from the "Manuscript Found. 1

well recollect telling Mr Spaulding that

•o frequent use of the words "and it came

to pass," "Now it came to pass;" render-

ed it ridiculous. Spaulding left here In

1812, and I furnished him with the means

to carry him to Pittsburg, where he said

he would get the book printed and pay

me But I never heard any more .rom

him or his writings, till I saw them m
the Book of Mormon."

John Spaulding brother of Sohv

nion Spaulding testifies

:

"The 'Manuscript Found' was an his-

torial rom(.3ce of the first settlers of

America, endeavoring to show that the

American Indians are descended from the

Jews, or lost tribes. It gave a detailed ac-

count of their journey from Jerusalem by

land and sea till they arrived in America,

ander the command of Nephi and Lehl

They afterwards had contentions and

quarrels, and separated in'o two distinct

nations, the Nephitesand the Lamanites.

Cruel and bloody wars ensued, in which

multitudes were slain. They buried their

dead in Breat heaps, which caused the

mounds so common in this country, Iheir

arts, sciences and civilisation were

brought into view, in order to account

for all the curious antiquities found in

various parts of North and South Amer-

ica. I have recently read the Book of

Mormon and to my great surprise I hnd

nearly tlie same historical matter, names

etc., as they were in my brother h writ-

ings I well remember that he wrote in

the old style, and commenced about every

sentence with 'And it came to pass, or

'Now it came to pass,' the same as in the

Book of Mormon, and according to the

best of my recollection and belief, it is

the same as my brother Solomon wrote,

with the exception of the religious mat-

ter."

Mns, Ann Tredwell, of Sybase,
made a statement in June 17, i»*». as

follows

:

"In the year 1818 I was principal of

Onondaga Valley Academy, and resided

in the house of W. H. Sabine, brother-in-

law of Solomon Spaulding. I remember

Mrs. Span! ling, and of hearing her and

the family talk of the manuscript in her

poft-'-sion, which her husband, Bev. S.

Spaulding, had written somewhere in the

west Its substance was so often men-

tioned, and the peculiarity of the story,

that yer»r8 afterward, when the Mormon

Bible was published, I procured a copy,

and at once recognized the resemblance

between it and Mrs Spauldmg's account

of the 'Manuscript Found.'
"

Mb. Joseph Mili.3B, of Ten Mile,

Pa., testifies:

"I was intimately acquainted with Sol-

omon Spaulding, and often heard bim

read what he called the 'Manuscript

Found ' It was a fictitious novel of the
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people that built Ihe tnonnds. I had the

Book of Mormon in my house for about

six moutbR for the purpose of compariut;

il with my recolleclioim of the 'Lost

Manuscript Found,' and 1 nnhesitatiuBlv

say that a K^at part of the hisiorical

part of it, the Book of Mormon »» "!«"-

tioal with the manuscript, and I fully be-

lieve that the manuscript is the founda-

tion of the whole concern."

Mrs. McKinhtby'b stotement ic;

garding the "Manusciipt t ound,

Washington, D. C. April 3i-d, \m).

Mra. McKinistry is the child ,r daugh-

ter of Solomon Spanlding. She testi-

fies:

"My father read the manuscript I had

seen him writiuK to the neiKhbors and to

a clergyman, a friend of his who came to

visit him. Some of the names he men

tioned while reading to the people I have

never forgotten. They are as fresh m
mv memory as though I had heard tbem

but yesterday. They are Mormon, Mor-

oni, Lamauite and Nephi, etc."

Mrs. John Spaulding, testifies:

'I was in the house of Sulomon Spauld-

ing shortly belore he left fonneaut He

was then writing a historical novel found-

ed on the fiist settlers of America. He

represented them as au enlighten<-d and

warUke people. He had for many years

contended that the aborigines of Amer-

ica were the descendants of some of the

lost tribes of Israel ; and this idea he car-

ried out in the book in question. Ihe

lapse of time prevents my recollecting

but few of the leading incidents of his

writiu{«8, but the names Lehi and Nephi

are yet tresh in ray memory a« bnug

the principal heroes of his tale. Ihey

were officers of the company which brat

came oil' from Jerusalem. He gave a par-

ticular account of their journey by land

and by sea till they Hrrived m Amtrica,

after which disputes arose between the

Chiefs, which caused ihem to separate

into bands, one of which was called Lam-

anites and the other Nephitts. Between

these there were recounted tremendous

battles, which fraqueutly covered the

ground with Ihe slain, and these being

buried in large heaps were the cause of

many of the mounds ir the country.

Now can an «verage Monnon give a

iK'tttT outline of tVie historical part oi

the Nephite portion of the Bo<.k of

Mormon than we have herei" 1 have

taken greai pains to give you the tes-

timony of many witnesses, witnesses

of the gi-eatest respectability and of

the best standing in the United States

so that you may know beyond a shad-

ow of a doubt, that the Book of Mor-
uuun is simply a i-eproductiou of Sol-

omon Spaulding's historical novel.

We shall now turn for a few minutes

to Sidney Rigdon, who stole the Man-
uscript Found from Patterson's print-

ing office in Pittsburg, who met Joe

Smith and who was so instrumental in

inipoHing the great fraud upon the un-

thinking, the simple and ignorant. It

is denied by Latter Day Saints that he

was in Pittsburg before '22 and that

he visited Joe Smith in 1827. Let us

examine these questions. There is the

clearest and best testimony that he did

visit Joe Smith in 1827 and that he was
in Pittsburg before 1822. Mrs. Eich-

baum who was clerk in the post office

in Pittsburg, from 1812 to 1810, gives

us the testimonv that a young man by
the name <if Laiubdin was in Mr. Pat-

terson's ofHce and became his partner

in 1818. She states that Rigdon and
LamUlin were very intimate and that

Mr. Engel, foreman of Pattei-sons

in-inting offlce,complained that Rigdon
was loafing around the office all the

time; Rigdon was working in a tan-

nery at the time. He lieing anmnd
Patterson's office so much that the

people? thought he was working there.

He was not working but loafing there.

Rev. John Winter, M. D., who was
a member of Rigdon's congregation

and intimate with him, testifies:

"That Kigdou in his presence, in his

house took out of a desk s manuscript,

and rematked that a Presbyterian min-

ister, Spaulding, whose health had failed

brought this to a printer to see if it

would pay to publish it. It is a romance

of the Bible-and he got it from the

printer to read as a curiosity." Here we

have clear proof that Kigdon had Spauld-

ing's manuscript in his possession in 1823.

In the winter of 1828, Kigdon moved to

Bainbridga, Ohio. Soon after he was

visited by his niece, now Mrs. Dunlop, of

Warren, Ohio. She tcstities : 'That her

uncle, in her presence, went into his bed

room and took from a trunk, which he

kept carefully locked, a manuscriut and

came bick, seated himself by the Are and

be<'an to read. His wife came into the

room and exclaimed: 'What! yon are
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studyini! that thing apin !
'I ^e*".*"

burn that uaper.' Ki>.don renlted, No

indeed, you will not. Thi8 wi I bo a great

thing .ome day.' Itigdon had the .nana-

script and he expected to make a great

''.'."ligdo" knew of the Book of Mormon

and described its conlents beu.re U a,.-

neared A. Bently, brother- u-law of

Wgdi and one of the .no,t rehablo men

iu Ohio at the time decare* >" " «
.^.V

Jennial Harbinger of 1««. l'»««, ^^ \

know that Sidney Kigdon told me

as much as two years before the

Mormon book made its aPPf"a""-*' °'

had been heard of by me. that there ,vas

a book coming out, the n>an«»;-",}'* «*

which was engraved on gold plates.

Alexanueh Campbell testifies to

the same thing aiul says that Kigtlon

said :

"That on the plates dug up in New

York, there was an account of not only

the aborigines of this continent, but it

was stalld also that the Christia.i Kel-

Kion had been preached on this contineu-

during the lirst century, just as the>

were then preaching it on the Western

Keservri/'

David Atwateb testifies

:

.'Ui.'don said before 18-26 that there

was a book to be published containing an

account of the aborigines of America.

Mrs. Garfield's father testifies (Z.

Rudolph was the father in-law of

President Garfiehl.) Ho testifies :

"During the winter previous to the

appearance of the Book of Mormon.

Kigdon was in the habit of spending

weeks away from home no one knew

ither. He often appeared preoccupied

.. A he would indulge in dreamv vision-

ary talks which puzzled those who hear.l

him When ihe Book of Mormon appeal-

ed KiL'don at once joined in the advocacy

of the new religion, and the suspicion

was aroused that he was one of the

f raraors of the new doctrines.

That Rigdon cainc into contact with

Joe Smith in 1827-8-9.

PoMEROY Tucker, who lived near

Smith, says :

"Amvsterious stranger now appears

at Smith's and holds intercourse with the

famed money digger." (1827.)

Mrs. Eaton, wife of Horace Eaton.

D.- D.. and for thirty-two years resi-

dent of Palmyra, says :

"Karly in the summer ot 1827, a mys-

terion^i itrangcr seeks admission to Joe

Smith's cabin. The conterences of the

two are moU private This person whose

coming immedivtely preceded a new <ie-

partnre in the faith was Sidney Kigdon.

k backsliden clergyman, ihen a Campbel-

Ute preacher in Mentor, Ohio.

J. H. McCauley, in his history of

Franklin Co. Pa., states :

" Vs a matter too well known to need

argument, that Joseph Smith, the found-

er of Mormonism, and Sidney Rigdon

ware aciuainted for a considerable time

before Mormonism was first, heard of.

Abel Smith, a near noighl>or of

Smith, says :

"I saw Kigdon at Smith's at ditlerent

tim^s ; with considerable intervals be-

tween them."

Lorenzo Saunders, another near

neighlK)r, says :

•'I saw Rigdon at Smith's several times

and the hrst, visit was more than two

years before the lirst Book of Mormon
appeared."

This te.stimony disproves the state-

ments of Latter Day Saints that Rig-

doh was not in Pittsburg at the time

the manuscript was thei-e, and that lie

was not at Smith's until after the

Book of Mormon was pubhshod, and

that he never saw Smith untd con-

verted to Mormonism.
I will now review the whole question

asVmefiyas ixjssible. I have shown

that Solomon Spaulding wrote a novel

called the "Manuscript F^a.tid, rhat

Sidney Rigdon stole the MS. and in-

trodiited portions of Scripture into it

from the Bible. That Joe Smith and

Riadon met. Smith gets a box of

i>lat4.>s and a revelation and pwtends

to translate. He got the stolen man-

uscript from Rigdon and with it. sit-

ting Iwhiiid a blanket with his eyes

Deering into his white 8U)ve-pipe hat,

with a little stone that he stole fi-om

the childi-en of xMr. Chase, that is

known as the Peekstone, he simply

pretended to translate.

Latter Day Saints attempt to prove

that the Book of Mormon is of eipial
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iiuthorlty with the Bible and is of

divine origin. I have proved that ''*

hwl a baHe human oiiKin and watt fa^

ricated as a fraud to deceive.

By seventeen of the most coninetent

witness I have provetl that Solomon
Hpaulding wrote and was the author
of tl>e historical portion of the B«M)k

of M«rtinon. I will now show you
that in more than twenty featui-es the

Hpaulding novel and the Book of Mor-
mon ctJTTesponu. . The plot of the nov-

el t^ras the fame as that of the Book of

Mormon. It attempts to account for

the antiquities of America, so does the

Book of Mormon. The novel assumed
that the Israelites were the ancestoi-s

of the North American Indiann, so

does the Book of M()rmt>n. It said

the Israelites left Jerumlem, so does

the Book of Mormon. It said they

left to escape divine pimishment, so

says the Book of Mormon. They
jouniey through and from Southern
Asia by land and sea, so says the Book
of Mormon. The leailera in Spauld-

ing's novel wei-e named Nephi and
Eehi, so they ai-e in the Book of Mor-
m<in. One I^ban was niurdei-ed to ol>-

tain reconis. They cjuaireled and
divided into tw<i nations called Nep-
hites and Lamanites, so they did m
the Book of Mormon. Tliiey had ter-

rible wars. They buried their dead in

great heaps after the battles that caus-

ed the gi-eat earth mounds, this cor-

rt>sponds with the Book of Mormon.
In two instances the end of these wars
was the total annihilation of all but

one, who escaped to make a i-ecoitl of

the final catastwjphe, si> says the Book
of Mormon. These sole survivors fin-

ished the i-ecord of the people and bur-

ied it, so says the B««>k of Mormon.
The Spaulding MS. gave an historical

pr(!ount ot the civilizatit)n, laws, cus-

toms and sciences of those ancient

people, this the Book of Morn«on pi-o-

fesses to do. One party of these iK^ople

were the ancestors of the North Amer-
ican Indians. This is what the Book
of Mormon says. The names Nephi,

Lehi, Laban, Laman, Nephite. Laman-
ite. Mormon, Moi-oui, Amlicite, etc.,

were in Spaulding's novel, so they are

in the Book of Mormon. The use and
characteristics of these names in the

novel wei-e precisely the same in the

Book of Mormon. The novel was
written in Bible style, so is the Book
of Mormon

.

"Now it came to pass," etc., appear-

ed so fiwiuently in Spaulding's n<)vel

that it made it ridiculous, so those

phrases make the Book of Moinion
ridictdous. The original from which
the manuscript was translated was
taken fi-om the earth (that is, Solomon
Spaulding pretended tt» do so, but he
really did not), so are the pi-etentions

of the Book of Mormon.
In the Spaulding novel one party of

emigi-ants landed near the Istnnuis of

Panama and immigrated in a northerly

direction, so says the Book of Mor-
mon. The land near the Isthnms was
called Zarahemla, so it is called in

the Book «f Mormon. In a battle lx>-

tw(«n the Arlicites and Lamanites
one party marnjcd their forehead with
a red cross to distinguish them fi-om

their enemies. So we find it in the
BcMik of Mormon. The destruction of

the nations extenninated took place

near a hill called Cumorah, so the

Book of Mormon has it. irte Spauld-

ing manuscript could have been used

as a fraud to deceive people, an imita-

tion, a pretended revelation. Tlie

Book of Moniion has been s«> used.

We f,xa">>>,>ed the Latter Day Saints

twelve witnesses, Joe Smith, a robber

of hen i-oo8t«, in jail for getting mon-
ey under false pietences with his Peek-

stone, fined a $1,001) for defrauding the

people at Kirtland through his Wild
Cat bank, the author of Celestial Mar-
riage, a polygamist. Bysixty-flvewit-

nesses we proved that he was a thief,

liar and a hypocrite and entirely un-
worthy of confidence. We proved
that the next three witnesses to the

divine origin of the Book of Moi-mon,

Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdeiy and
David Whituier, were liars, forgew
and counterfeitei-s. That the remain-

ing eight witnesses: Celestial Whit-
uier, Hiram Page, Ja<'ob Whitmei-,

Joe Smith, sr., Peter Whitmer, Hy-
rmn Smith, John Whit;mer, Sam
Sntith, were incompetent and not to

be relied upon.

We drew your attention to the con-

tredctory and absurtl statements as

to the plates, Joe Smith gave Martin
Harris a scrawl that he said was a fac-

smile of some of the writing on the

plates. Harris took it to Prof. An-
thon, of New York City. Prof. An-
thon describes it: "It was indeed a
singular scrawl. It consisted of all

kinds of crooked characters, disposed
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in cohinins, and hud evidently been

prepared by w.nie perwm who hacl !»-

fore him ut the tini.-, ii lHH>k coiitnin-

inK various alphn»iet«, (Jreek un«l He-

brew letters cwsues and Hourwhes,

R<.nmn letters inverted or placed side-

ways, wci-e arranged in per|M'ndieiUar

columns, and the whole emleji in a

rude delineation of a circle rtivided in

various compartments, decked wltn

various strange marks, evidently cop-

ied after the Mexican calendar given

by Humbolt."
. , ... ,

This is Prof. Anthon's description ot

W\o Rcr£twl*

There used to be a scrawl at Kirt-

land and Nauvoo. It is now in Utah.

It is a fac-simile of a couple of lines or

columns of the writings on the plates.

There are 08 characters and fti of theni

are our alphabets or numerals and

marks of punctuation placed in un-

usual positions. The whole thing ttxi

transparent a fraud to deceive any

but the ignorant. I pointed out some

of the blunders of the book but my
time being limited not one in five hun-

dred that may be found in it.

The historical part of the B(X)k of

Mormon is taken from Mr. Spaulding s

novel. This is so cei-tain that the

futile efforts of Moi-mons U) cover

their tracks by getting out o cheop

edition of a little nhamplet purport-

ing to be the Spaulding manuscript is

apparent. The Latter Day Saints have

a cheop printed edition, a so-called

Spaulding Manuscript, which they

carry around with them ond when in

danger of exiKisure they produce it

and say "We have the Spaulding

Manuscript in Oberlin College bbrary,

l>roiight back from Honolulu in 18»4

by President Fairchild and there is no

connection between it and the Book
of Mormon." Certainly not and no

one ever said there was. Mr. Spauld-

ing wrote several manuscripts and it

may be one of them, but it is not Mr.

Spaulding's "Manuscript Found
which forms the basis of the historical

part of the Book of Mormon as I have

proved beyond a doubt by unimpeach-
• able witnesses. The religious ptirtion

of the Book of Mormon was stolen by

Riirdon and Smith from the Bible.

You will find Isa. 11, U, 21, 48 50, 52.

64 ; Mai. 3 ; Matt, o, 6, 7 ; 1 Cor. 13.

and many other chapters taken out ot

the Bible. One-eighteenth of it is

taken bv chapters, one-twelfth by

paragraphs, one eighth ^by phram-s

^d oil tlie ideos except Rlgdon s a.1-

'
'l"t'xp'lain«d to you the meaning of

the wowl Mormon. Mormon is simply

the GnH'k woi-d angllciwHl. It is tle-

flniHl U. mean bugWar. hol)goblni. a

hideous she-monster used by nurses to

frighU'ii children with.

Building Upon a False

Foundation.

The B<M)k of Mormon, which we

have proved to be a fraud, was palmed

off by Jmi Smith as a i-evelation fi-oni

God. Incredible as It may s.'em. yet

upon It Joe Smith and his successoi-s

"Occeeded In building up an organi7j|-

tion that became a menace to the wel-

fai-e of the people In evei-y state where

they settled. In Ohio, they gifW pros-

perous until an outrogetl and phinder-

^ people dr(.ve them out. TTiey flwl

to Missouri. Inci-eosed In numbers ond

liecome sti-oiig. but when they at-

tempted to defy the law. and pillage

and i-«)b their neighbors, they were

OKaln driven out. They ti-ekked to

ininols only to repeat the experiences

of Ohio and Missouri, and were again

driven out. They then journeyed to

Utah, whei-e they multiplied, gww
strong, usurped civil authority, detled

the United Stetes government until

stern measui-es were adopted imin

civil and milltory, to put down their

wretehed system of polygamy that

had grown to huge pi«)portions. Iheir

polygamous system Is now under the

ban of the law, but secretly, nmny ot

them are believed to still practice it.

At first, the followers of Joe Smith

were called Mormons, and they are

still known by that name because

their organl'/Jition is founded upon

the Book of Mormon. But they call

themselves Latter Day Saints. When
they go out as missionaries they ao

not publish their peculiar doctrines.

If they did they would make no con-

verts. They wait until their cimverts

ore caught like flies In the web of a

spider before unfolding their ifol

teachings. When they come into a

community they wear V)lack fi-ock

coots and white ties, and palm them-

selves off as real ministers of the
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BOBpel. They u«e the authoriied ver-

Soiiof the Bible, but they do not tell

the people that thev have a ^'M^^
venAon of the Bible made ty Joe

Stuith to bolster up their views. They

do not at flmt tell the people that the

Book of Mormon is as good as the

Bible and that their prophets c^
make Scriptures as good as «»« B'W®'

Md that tThese pw^nded "jvelatlons

Sw worth more lo them th«i all the

Bibles put together. They do all this

Ster tfiey ha^«^t*^elr converts fa*t.

They publish what they call their a-
tlclMof faith, which are »im^»»'tothosc

of all the other churehes^They proee^

to preach Faith, Bbpbstanck, Bap-

mBMbTlmnierslon for the remission of

sins, the Laying on of Hands for the

SSt%fttieXly Ghost. Thte all sound-

very well and people <»y ''Ho* ^JP^
turall" They TOUceal their teaching

Sit Adam J God, a gr«f b.« man
like ourselves only Iw^er, that he is a

polygamlst and ^e Is only one of h s

many wives. They conceal their

teachings that In P^oP™;*'"","
v to

have many wives on ewth will they be

J^moted to the position o' 8«^ «»

Eeavenand wlU rule "ver kingdoms

and will continue to toget children

forever. They conceal their teaching

that JesuB had several wives and that

Mary and Martha were married
_
to

him and he was thus a Poly«,Tteli
Thev. at first, are careful not to tell

fhe people that all will to dammed
who^ not become Latter Day 8alnt^

They wait i ntll their converts are

thoiughly ^''traPI^^'T^hrL?^
nounce damnation upon all Christian

believers. Incredible as It may seem,

all the foregoing statements as to the

real teachings of Latter Day. »»™ts

^n to prov^ toyond a doubtby con-

sultlnK "Compendium of Doctnne,

^Jjouraal of blscouwes." "Doctnne

and Covenants." "P«^tts' Key to

Theology," "Mormon Catechism, etc..

cfcc

To sum up :—

1 The government of the Latter

Day Saints is a bogub theocracy by

which their priesthood attempt to

exercise civil as well as religious auth-

ority under the immediate direction ol

God. They claim that all other gov-

ernment Is illegal and unauthorized,

that any people attempting to govern

themselves by laws of their own mak-

ing are In direct retollion against the

Kingdom of God. Wherever they

become strong enough thev attempt

to override the civil Taws of the land.

It was for this that they were driven

out of Ohio. Missouri and Illinois by

an outraged people whom they at-

tempted to plunder. . , ,, r»
2. The Christianity of Latter Day

Salnte Is a boous Christianity. They
t-^- nt..^M.*la*. mliwAaArblnirV and

appropriate Christian phraseology and

New Testament names and yet they

distort and pervert abnost every dew-

trine of Christianity and rob it of aU

that Is best In it. ^ c > i

a The name Latter Day Saints

adopt Is a wious name. They caU

themselves Saknte and yet they lack

almost every characteristic of real

Salnte. They call themselves "The

Church of Jesus Christ." a name that

tolonn only to those who are loyal

to Jesiw Christ and to the Bible as the

only revealed will of God.

4. The Bible of Latter Day Salnte

Is a BoacB Bible, the Book of Mormon
which they put on a level with the In-

spired wort of God. They place the

Bible and the Book of Mormon side by

side on their pulplte as soon as they

become entrenched In a community.

6. The prophet of Latter Day Salnte

Is a BOGUS prophet. Joseph Smith,

who used his position to secure for

himself houses, lands, money, office

and the gratification of his lust. He
was the author of the abominable dew-

trine of plural wives. w;hlch may still

be found In the book of "Doctrine and

Covenante" as a revelation from God

to to observed on pain of eternal dani-

nation. In "Doc . inr and Covenante

Joe Smith's pi-etemied i-evelation is as

follows: "For tohold I reveal unto

you a new and everlasting covenant;

and If you abide not that covenant

then are you dammed ; for no one can

reject this covenant and be premitted

to enter Into my glory • • .J^^.
asain as perteining to the law pi

ftiesthood. if any man espouse a vir-

gin and desire to espouse another, and

the first give her consent ; and if be

espouse the second and they are vir-

irins and have vowed to no other man,

then he is justified; for he cannot

Smit adultery with that tharte-

loneeth unto him and to none else

,

and if he have ten virgins given unto

him by this law, he cannot commit

adultry, for they belong unto him

;

therefore he Is justified.
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Tne wife of Orson Pratt, a promin-

ent Latter Day Saint, Mid: "Thi»

pretended revelation wa« simply a dl»-

honest trick on the part of J«>wph

Smith t«> cloak over his own wickwl

and Immoral life and to keep peace In

hlti household." . „ ^ . ^i
This doctrine Is a bribe to Immoral-

ity. The whole system Is a reproach

on Christianity and a menace to the

civil and religious Intei-esta of any
community. Where Latter Day Salnt-

ism Is strong enough it sets up a bogus

theocracy and attempts to overthrow

the civil law as It did In Ohio, Missouri

Illinois and In UUh. Where It Is not

strong enough to overthrow civil gov-

emraont and defy the law. It attempts

to hold the balance of p^.J-tlcal power

and herein lies the danger. Crafty

politicians. In order to gain favor and

i^ure votes, are ready to speak a gw>d

word at headquarters for them and to

defend them if necessary. Business

interests also have their influence

through the Co-operative Institution

established in Latter Day Saint com-

munities. Commercial travellers are

expected to say a good word for them
in order to secure iMislness. This has

been the case in every county and

state In the United States where Lat-

ter Day Saints are strong and it is al-

most sure to be the case in Canada

and wherever they entrench them-

selves. By their system of tithes they

acquire almost unlimited means by
which they have missionaries now at

work In Great Britain, Scandinavia,

Switzerland, the Netherlands, the

United States and many other conn-

tries. The poorer classes have held

out to them a tempting bait, money
to pay their passage out where they

can better their worldly condition and

at the same time save their souls. Is

it any wonder that hundreds of con-

verts are made each year? Servant

girls especially, by the OTomise of a

husband and a home of their own on

their arrival out, are lured Into the

trap by scores. One missionary is

said to have Induced sixty glrU to

immigrate.
.. . . x,_ ^ *».

The conclusion Is Inevitable that the

practice of polygamy Is simply held in

abeyance at the present time to be

revived when Latter Day Sainte be-

come politically strong enough to have

the law repealed. It is reported to be

a dead letter in many places even now.

This is the menace of our Canadian

West and wherever they become
strong. The prediction that the Lat-

ter DaySaints would become a menace
In the United States was laughed at,

yet In a few years they became the

irreatrunni sore of Immorality and
have had to ue dealt with time and

again by the strong arm of the gov-

ernment, both civil and mllltarv, at a

cost of iiillllons of dollars and the loss

of many lives. ^, ^ ,

The writer of this pamphlet has no

personal feelings of bitterness toward

Latter Day Saints, but having read

widely their literature and standai-ds

of doctrine and having visited many
of their strongholds, including Salt

Lake City, and, having made himself

acquainted with their methods of pro-

cedure in making convert*, has written

wholly and solely In what he believes

to be the interests of truth and right-

eousness. All that he has said can

readily be proved from their own lit-

erature. He is not without hope that

even many Latter Day Saints will,

after a perusal of these pages, see that

they have been building upon a false

foundation. With this In view, the

writer sends this pamphlet on its mis-

sion to expose eri-or and promote

truth until the day dawn and shadows

flee away.






