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DEBATE ON RESOLUTIONS

RRtLA nVR TO0

REPEAL OF THE "BRITISH NORTIH AMERICA ACT,"

7N THE1Î

HOUSE 0F ASSEMBLY 0F NOVA SCOTIA,

SESSiION 01668.

Hon. Mr. WLKniis, Attorney Gencral, mo-ved the folloWing Rescolutiono on the

subject of Confederation, in the Ilouse of Assembly, on the 5th February:-

" That the members of the legislative Assembly of
this Province, elected in 1862 simply to legislate un
der the Colonial Constitution, had no authority to
make or consent to any material change of such Con-
stitution, without first oubmitting the samo to the
people at the poils

" That the resolution of the 10th Aprl, which pre-
ceded the enactment of the Britisi North Amereca
Act, Is su follows

-Whareas in the opinion of thin Iouse it 1s desi-
rable that a Confedaration of the irîlili North Ameri-
can Provinces should take place

"'Resolved therefore, Tiat I Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor be authorized to appoint Dele-
gates to arrange with the Imperial Goverument a
clieme of Union which will effectuially ensure just

provision for the rights and interests of this Province,
each Province to have an equal voice in such delega-
tion, Upper and Lwer Canada teing for this purpose
considered as separate Provinces '

I This was the only authority possessed by the Dele-
gtes Who procured the enactiment of the ' Act for the
Unon of Canada Nova Scotia ani New Brunswick

That even If the Ilouse of Asseribly had the con-
atîtutionil power ta authorize such delegation, wbîch
is by no means admitted, the foregoing resolution did
net emupower the Delegates to arrange a Federal Union
of Canada, Nova Sestia and New Bru-iswick, without
inclading in such Confederation the Colonies of New
found land a d Prince Edward Isiand,i That no delegates from the two last namoed Colo-
nies having attended, and an unequal number fromeach of the others being present, the delegation vas
net legaily constituted, and had no authority ta actunder the said Resolution, which expressly required
each of thi Colonies to be represented by an equalnumber of delegates

T That th delegatea did not ' ensure just provision
for the rights and interests of this Province,' as theywcre by the express termas of such Resolution boundto do In arranging a scheme of Union, but on the
contrary they entirely dIsregardeil those rights and
interests, and the sacheme by them consented to wouldif finally cofiarmed, deprive the people of this Pro-viceO Of their rghts. liberty, and independence, robthem of their revenues. take from them the regalation
of their trade, commerce and taxes, the management

of their railroads and other publie property, expose
themo te arbitrary and excessive taxation by a Legis-
lature over which they can have no adequate control,
and reduce this frec. happy and self-governed Pro
vince to the degraded condition of a dependency of
Canada.

- That no fundamental or mirterial change of the
Constitution of the Province can b made la any other
constitutional manner than by a statute of the Legis
lature, sanctioned by the people, after the subjeet
matter of the saue has been referred to them at the
poils, the Legislature of a colonial dependency iaving
no power or authority implied from their relation ta
the people as their legislativo represontatjves te over
throw the Constitution under which they ere elected
and appointed.

& That the scheme of confederating Canada, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia was neyer ubmitted to the
people of this Province atthe polis before the 18th day
of leptember last, upwards of two and a half uon g
aftertthe British North America Act was, y the
Quecens Proclamation, declared to e in f- 'e the
the people were thereby Informed that 'iney had been
subjdcted without their consent t ue abolute do--
minlion cf more populous and -ore powerbat colonies,
anil had lost thoir liberty.

Tisat there be ri Oholtatute of the PIevincial

ra ecG ring or ratifying the British North
,ect, and the same nover baving been consent-

edi to,00 ol tiserid by the people at le Polls, ner the
OtDsent of thi Province lu any other manae;

Cd, the preamble of the oct reeiting that this Proynce
had expressed a desire to be confeiderated with Caada
and New Brunswick la untrue, and when the Queen
and the Imperial Legiblature were Iled to believe that
this Province had expressed such a desire a fraud and
impOsition were practised upon them.

iThat the truth Of the Preamble of tise Britiob
North Amerlea Act, reciting the desire o NovA gotia
ta bc confederated is essential to the conititutionalliy
Of the Statute, and If the same l falise l t e isgBbla
dei'ctivo, besause a Btatute canot be rendered coa-stitutional by asmmsg as true the condition wh"lh laindispensible ta its constitutionality.

" That from the time the scheme of Consfedqgqsgwas flrst devised la Canada untll t was CeoaMIkUat
by the Imperial Att in London, it eas spattauIlady



kept from the conideraton of the peopie of Nova
Scotia at the polls. and the Executive Counc. and
Igislature, in defi:nce of petitions signed by many
thousands Of the electors of ths Province, persistently
and persevenangly p-evnted the same from being
presented to the people.

" That at the rcent elct -n te q aest on of C l-
federation exclus.vely occpied the attention -f the
people who were thot for the first t.me enabed to ex-
press their will en a subiect of the most vital Im-
portance to their happiness, ani the resauthas proved
that this Province does sot desire t:) be annexed to
Canada, and tht ti'he people of Nova Scota repudiate
the enforc d provisions of the British North America
Act, which, for the reasons set forth in the foregong
Resolutions, they believe to be uaconstitut.onal and
i no manner binding upon the people of Nova Scotia.

" That the Quebec scheme which is embodied in tie
BritishIl rth Amenca act, imprudently attempted to
be forced on the people of Nova Solia. not only wi'h-
out their consent but against their will. bas already
created wide-spread irritation and discontent, and
unless the same be withdrawn wil, we fear, be at-
tended with the most disastrous consequences, as the
loyal people of this Province are fally conscious of
their rights as British subiects. set an inestimable
value upon their free institutions, and will not wiling-

;y cosent ti lne Invasien of those rghts or to be sub-
jocted to the cmminon of aa othcr power thsn that
of their lawful and beloved Qaeen.

" That the colonics were pqitýcally all-d t each
other by their common relatioanship to the Qieen and
her Empire, in a more peaceable and les dangerous
rcnnecton thon under any scheme of Colonial Con-
federation that could be devised, eren on the fairest,
wisest and most judicious principles

' Thiat the people of Nova Scotia do not impute to
Her Majesty the Queen and her Government any in-
tentical injustice, as they are well aware that frand
and deceptlon were practised upon them by those who
misrepresented the public sentiment of this country,
and who, for reasona we will not venture to descrbe,
desired that Confederation might be forced upon this
Province without the consent and agaînt the will of
the people

. That an humble address be presented to the Queen,
embodying the substance of the foregoimg Resoltitions,
Informing Her Majesty that her loyal peore of Nova
Scotia do not des-re to be in any manner confederated
with Canada, and praying Der Majesty to reeoke her
Proclamation, and to cause the British North America
act to be repealad, as far as it regards the Provine o!
Nova cotia."
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DEBATE ON TIE REPEAL RESOLUTION.S

MovOAT. Fb 10

]ON. AT r. GENERZAL"5 *PEECU.

Hon. ATroitiNrN GLNERAL addresseI the
House as follows -I regret proceedîng to tàe
debate on these resolutons in the absence of
the bon member for Inverneos, but Laving
been nformed that he is not ikeiy to be in
bis place for some days, I find It necevsary to
go on with the discussion. I do so, with the
less regret because I know that this debate
wsul be reported with accuracy, and that con-
stequenty that learned and hon. gentleman
wiil oe put in possession of the arguments
which I and my friends on this eide of the
House intend ta use. I regret that my vocal
organs are not just now in veru good order,
and that I fel some diffic.ulty in addressing
the House; but 1 shal endeavour to doischarge
the duty devolvocg upon me as well as I can
under exist'ng circumstances I am about to
lay before the members of ite Hou-e, before
the people of this country, and probably be.
fore the people of England, the facts of one of
the most important political cases that ever
arose in the Colonies, s.nd in order to do no
sahtsfactorily I shal endeavor to show the true
condition in which this country was placed
before certain political changes took place in
its constitution I shall endeavour in the first
place to show that Nova Scotia vas a well
governAd and law respecting, a contented
and a happy country. She was a vell gov-
erned because ber institutions were moulded
in miniature on the medel of the British con-
stitution, vhich i the fineat polîtical systan
by which any nation was ever governed-a
syEtem calculated to maintain order and bar-
mony among all orders of people-a system
under which obedience to law and the neces-
sary result of obedience to law, liberty, bave
been better maintaned thau in any other
country; for, sir, however paradoxical it may
seem, it i a lîteral truth that the highest de-
gree of freedom consists in obedience to law
It is obedience to law which preserves to me
my rights and liberties, my property and my
life; and therefore, however inconsistnt it
may seem, it is actually true that the highest
degree of iberty consiste s obedience to law;
and that country which possesses institutions
calculated to produce that result, muat be
the happiest nation on earth. Now the con-
stitution of Nova Seotia was bsed upon the
prnciples of the British Constitution-those
principles which best suit the genius of the
people. Its whole condition was different
from those of any other country on the Con-
tnent of America, and the constitution whichl
was granted to the people of this provinse by
King George Il , and which had been enlarg-
ed and greatly improved by bis successors on
the throne of England, was a well working
constitution. It was as much like the Britisli
constitution as it was possible to make things
which are different in their nature. There
were some defecte in it, among which the
greatest certainly was the want of a court
for the impeachment and punishment of po-
ltical offenders. That was a deficienoy in
our sytem,-Without it no system of Bespon-

sible Government can te perfect, and it ls
certainly curious, but by no meaus very re-
markable, that the great statesmen who have
originated tbis splendid constitution for the
confederation of Canada have taken precious
good care in its manufacture,-whilst they
have cstaoiised courts for the administra-
tion of ordinary justice, as well as courts of
appeal-to leave out the court of impeach-
ment. which, considerng the nature of the
men who formed that constitution, and who
are lkely to be instrumental n carrying it
out, would be the most important court of
a'

When we compare our constitution in No-
va Scotia with that of the Great Republc,
the contrast must be favorable to this proe
vince We admre the people of that coun-
try, we have sincerely sympathised with them
in their recent distres and troubles. We feel
towards them all the emotions of fraternal
affection, but we do not approve of their con-
stitution We consider that their institus
tions are possessed of two fatal defect-the
one ,s democracy, the seoni Confederation.
We consider tbat having our lîttle constitu-
tion moulded unon the monarchial institu-
tions of England, makes it mufinitely superior
to that of the United States, although the lat-
ter is a master work of humau hands, and
the finest piece of composition ever prepared
by men for political purposes. It was manu-
factured by men wbo were really stattamen
-- by men who loved their country-by men
who had been educated su an English sohol-
by men who had sense eneugh to perceive the
beauties of the BritiEh constitution-by men
who endeavoured with the utmost imaginable
pains and skill to apply the principle of the
British constituthon to a democratic system
and form of government; but the people of the
United States were unfortunate, after having
separated fron England in 1783, in the politi-
cal system which tuey instituted. Had they
combined in a legislative union-bad they in-
corporated ail the States into one Legialature,
having one set of laws and revenues, they
would undoubtedly, at this time, be the great-
est nation upon the earth. They certainly
would not have been second to any other;
ut, unfortunately, they chose Confederation,

and that Confederation has resulted as every
Confederation must result, for it is impossible
so to adjust the rival and discordant interesta
of different countries under a Confederation
as to mamutan permanent harmony. It is not
in the nature of thîmgs that they should con-
tiuue as separate and individual countries,
having separate legislatures and individuali-
ties, without clashing with one another at
some time or other. We have seen, notwitha
standing the skill with which that famous
constitution of the United States was made-
notwithstanding the inteliigence of that peo-
ple, that great evils have made their appear-
ance already. The Confederation was broken,
an internecine civil war delaged their land
with blood, and they expended in three years
more than probably three times the amount
of the national debt of England, in money,
and the destrution of their property; and,



sir, at thvq moment there is no man on earth
whc is able to @ay what is to be the result of
the pohtical affairs of that great country -
An earthquake is growiîng inder their feet,
and no man can tell when and where the vol-
cano 18 to burst, bringîng with it destruction
and ruin I make these observations with the
greatest possible regret, for I believe that
every man in Nova Scotia wishes well to the
people of the United States, although the
people of this province have no desire to be
connected with them They are too wise, too
sensible to desire for a moment to part with
their own well-workîng public institutions,
and enter into Union with the States.

I shall now turn your attention to another
Confederation-tbe Confederation of Cana-
da-and contrait it with the United States,
and show ',ou that if it be not desirable to
enter into the Union with the United States,
Confederation with Canada i absolutely
hateful and detestable to the people of this
country. We onject to a union with the
American States, because we disapprove of
Democracy and Confederaiion, but there is
a worse political combination, that is Olîg-
archy and Confederatton. If we dielite the
constitution of the United States we are
bound to bate and detest tue constitution
which the Confederation Act has prepared
for the people of those fine colonies If we
were to join the United States, Nova Scotia
would possess aIl the freedom that every
8tate of the Union possesses. We would have
the choice of our own Governors, of our
Senstors, of our Legilaters; we would have
the power of Eelf-taxation and self-govern-
ment in the highest degree; but what would
be our position if we suffered ourselves to be
dragged into this hateful union vith Canada,
where would Nova Scotia's freedom be ?
Before the British America Act was imposed
upon us Nova Scotia was as free as the air.
How could ihe people of this country be
taxed ? Thre was no power to tax them ex-
cept tbis House, their own servants, whom
they commisioned to tax tbem. Is that the
state of things now? Have we any power
over the taxation of this country? Does
not the Act in question confer upon Canada
the fullest power of taxing all the property
of Nova ceotia at their arbitrary will? What
is our control over that L-gilature? We
have but a paltry voice o 19 members in
the popular branch, but a ingle one in the
other We have, therefore, to protect the
rights of this country from spoliation, only
19 members ont of 253. If we should con-
tinue in Confederation we sbould not be go-
verned by the people, as is the case in the
United States, but by a little knot of Execu-
tive Councillors in Canada. Therefore we
have no disposition to unite with the one or
the other-neither with the United States nor
with Canada; and, sir, if we were driven to
the necersity of making a choice between the
two calamities, we would be bolfnd to choose
the lesst, and that would be, to join the
United States of America, and participate in
their liberty and prosperity rather than sub-
mit to- the tyranny of Canada. We weuld
have to prefer the democratic tyranny of the
one country to the oligarchical tyranny of
the other, and there would be no difficulty in
making a choice; but thank Heaven we are

not called upon to onoose between them We
have a constitution of our own, and that be-
longs to tâe people of Nova Scotia; ssd I am
going to show you that the constitution they
enjoy is their own property-that the Parlia.
ment of England had no power to take it
away froma them-that the British America
Act is entirely unconstitutional-tbat Nova
Scotis bas never been legally confederated
with Canada-and it resta with ber t3 aay
whether she will ever be so or not

Before I come to look to the constitution of
this cointry, I must maze a few remarks with
rega-d to England. We intend to send to the
mother country certain gentlemen authorized
to present to the Queen our humble address,
praying Her Majesty to rehieve us from this
Confederation with Canada. We go in the
most perfect confidence that our prayer vill
be heard We know to whom we are going
to appeal We are not placed in the condi-
tion that the old thirteen colonies were in une
der old Kîng George III. We baye a very
different person to deal with in Queen Victoria.
We have to approsch ministers very different
from those of the last century We haveno
stubborn King like George III ; we bave no
prejudices of the royal mind to counteract;
we have not the infatuation of bis minuters
to meet We have the areateat princes& that
ever adorned a humau throne-a mont virtu-
ous Queen, who, when she accepted the
sceptre, took the oath that she would rule
the country according to the lava, cusa
toms and statutes of the realm. She bas
most nobly fulfilled ber obligations, and,
in answer to the prayers of ber own church,
" she has been endued most plenteously with
heavenly gifts ' In ber person she is an
example of every virtue; ber obedience to
the lava exaIts her above aIl monarchb.-
Her personal virtues are brigbter than aIl
the gems which adorn her Imperial diadem.
It is to a Queen lîke this that the people
appeal. Have the people no right to pre-
sent themselves before their Sovereign
Queen ? Has not this ever been the most
loyal portion of ber dominions. Lid not
our forefathers fiee from their country be
cause they would not participate in rebel-
lion ? Did they not leave their property for
their king's sake ? I have seen a resclution
passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia
at the time the thirteen colonies rebelled
actually petitioning the King to impose
taxes upon the Province to assist the Em-
pire in its extremity From that time to
this the people of Nova Scotia have been
the most loyal that ever dwelt in any part
of Her Majesty's dominions. They will have
confidence in presenting themiselves before
the Queen, and asking to be restored-to
what t To snything that they have no right
to demand? Simply to get their own. Can any
man suppose for a moment that they wili be
rejected by a Sovereign luke ours? We need
be under no apprehension. We are pursuing
the proper course to obtain s legitimate end,
and there i-no power on earth that cao pre-
vent the people from being restored to their
rights but downright tyranny, and that we
cannot ex'pect fron the bands of the Queen
and ber Government. Do not let the loyalty
of NovaBcotis be suspected. Has any one a
right to suspect il ? Look at the injuries



done to this Province vithin the lait six
months. See their lberties taken away, see
them taxed by a foreign and alien Legisla-
ture; see their property taken f, om them,-
aIl their custome banded over to others, col-
lected by strangers before their very eyes
See stamp duties and tea duties imposed upon
them. Those very acts which forced the old
tirteen colonies to rebellion have been ime
posed upon Nova Scotia with the same extra-
ordinary fatuity. And yet have the people
rebelled ? I have heard of no movement of
agitation on the part of the people beyond
the simple burning in cffigy of one of the de-
legates. If that delegate had belonged to
the United States, instead of being burned in
effigy, he would have been burnedt in reality.
If men commissioned by any State in the
American Union to negotiate any arrange-
ment affecting the constitution returned with
such a bargain as these men returned with,
they would not have bren permited to live.
The slow process of justice would not have
been extended to them, but that bas not been
the case in Nova Scotia. This law-respecting
people have made no movement, but they are
going to submit to it no longer. The time
fer forbearance in at an end. They had no
means of constitutionally speaking until now.
and they intend to make use of it. If it
should be unsuccessful,.I may be asked what
will be the consequence? I an hardly going
to anticipate that the appeal of the people
can be unsuccessfel. I deny the possibility
of failure, but then I assert on the behalf of
the people as long as the Queen of England
extende to the people of Nova Scotia her pro-
tection so long will the people refuse te with-
draw their allegiance. Su long as they are
protected they will be loyal and faithful,
and. sir, let it happen that the Queen of Eng-
land and her minsters in Parliament, regard-
less of the past, regardless of the loss of the
old colonies, shall determine to trample on
the rights and lberties of this country; if
they siould do so, then it will indeed be a
dark and gloomy hour. Sir, when by the
decrees of inexorable fate the fiag of England
and the name of Englishmen shall be taken
away from the people of Nova Scotia, and the
flag and name of any other country substi-
tuted, then I prophesy that this Province will
be turned into a bouse of mourning, and
every eye will shed bot burning tears of
bitter regret and inexpressible woe.

Now, having made these preliminary re-
marks, I shall turn your attention tCo the
history of our Constitution. I have heard
men assert that ie have no valid constitu-
tion-that it is made up of despatches. I
have been at the pains of examning into
this question, and can show you that Nova
Ecotia has had a chartered constitution, an
irrevocable constitution-one that uo power
on earth cai take away except by force or
violence. Neither the Queen nor Parhiament
of England bas any right to touch or abro-
gate that constitution. This. country was
originally known by the nafue öf Acadia
and was in the possession of the French at
one time, and in that of the English at un-
other-was long, in fact, debateable ground.
The French at lait made the settlèment of
Port Royal, at present called Annapolis.
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They fortified it in the early part of the 18tk
century, but an expedition was fitted out by
a person of the name of Nicholson, from
Boston, who came over and forced the
French garriron to capitulata Conse%
quently the Province was at this time con-
quered by the British. In 1713, soon
after the conquest. by the treaty of
Utrecht Louis XIV. ausigned Acadia to
Queen Anne of England, to herself and ber
heirs forever. I have before me the language
of this treaty-it is striking and plain -
" Yielded and made over to the Queen of
Great Britaîn and to ber heirs forever."
From that time to this Nova Secotia bas con-
tinued to belong t the British Crown, and
the first inquiry me meet is this-what was
the effect os that conquest and subsequent
cession by Louis XIV. to Queen Anne? Wbat
was her title ? Her title was absolute, in fe
simple--higher than the title any man in
England or America possesses to bis estate-
hitigher than the title possessed by the Prince
of Wales iwhen he purchased, the other day,
a huntîng ground in England. The Prince
of Wales holds his estate from the Queen, who
ie the lady paramount of aIl the lande in the
country, and he may forfeit it to Her Ma-
jesty; but that vas not the case with the gift
te Queen Anne. She became the absolute
owner of Nova Scotia. It did not belong to
the people or Parliament of England, who
had no more to do with it than the people of
Turkey. It was properly transferred, and
belonged absolutely to Anne, the Queen of
England, and ber heirs forever: For 34
ye'ars after this cession it remained the proper-
ty of the Queen and ber heirs, and she could do
vith it juEt as she pleased-juet as any man
in this House might sell an estate belonging
to him. She might put a tenant on it, and
regulate the covenant under which the tenant
would hold it le 1747 it came into the
bandes of George Il , and hie, being desirous
of having ît settled by English subjects,
promised the people of England who would
undertake the settlement of the country that
he would give them the British Constitution
te miniature. Accordingly he ordered a pa-
tent to be drawn up, in the Great Seal-a
Seal langer than the crown of a bat-for
Lord Cornwaïiîs, by which he granted to the
people of Nova Scotia the constitution they
were to possess. I shall cal your attention
briefiy to the words of that part of the patent
which refers to the establishment of a Legis.
lative Assembly ie the Province. He estab-
hished by this patent a Governor in the place
of King, a Council in the place of Lords. and
a House of Assembly in the place of Com-
mons, and made the constitution of the
colony as neat-ly like that of Great Britain
as he could. " And we do hereby (this pa-
tent is dated 6th May, 1747,) give and grant
unto you (Edward Cornwalis) full power and
authority, with the advice and consent of our
said Council, from time to time, as needahall
require, to summon and cali general assem-
baes of the freeholders and planters within
your jurisdiction accordîng to the usage of
the est of our plantations te America, and
that you, the said Edward Cornwali, vith
the advice and consent of our House of As-
eimbly or the mejor part of it, shall have



full power and authority to make and or-
dain (here ls power given te the Legielature)
laws, statutes and ordmances for the public
peace, and welfare, and good government of
our said Province and of the people and in-
habitants thereof, and such measures s shall
tend to the benefit of us and onr successors,
which said laws and ordinances are not to be
repugnant. but as nearly agreeable as possi-
ble to the statutes of this our said Kngdom
of England."

This solemn deed and covenant canot be
repudiated. After Cornwallis obtainad this
patent in 1747, he and the other Governors
who succeeded him were very slow iu calling
together the freeholders in order to give the
people the benefit of this Asembly, and ac-
cordingly in 1757, or ten years after the
grantîug of the patent, a correspondence
took place between the Misters of George
IL. and Governor Lawrence, in which the
Ministers called upon the latter to execute that
deed, and to give to the people their Legisla-
tive Assembly. Mr. Lawrence thought
he could make as good laws as any Assembly,
and he and bis Council perstated in passing
laws. From the time the constitution was
given, instead of calling the Legislature to-
gether, he summoned the Counil, and with
them made laws for the government of the
Province. In 1755 the subject was brought
to the notice of the Crown Officers of Eng-
land, for the people of Nova Scotia com-
plained that their charter had not been car,
ried into effect, and ome of them refused
obedience to the orders in Council, on the
ground that no rules and regulations could
be made for the government of the people
except through the House of Assembly, alter
that charter had been ziven. The matter
was referred to William Murray and Richard
Lloyd-the Attorney and Solicitor Generals
of England-the former of whom subse-
quently became Lord Manefield, one of the
most eminent of English juriste. And here
is their opinion-" We have taken the said
observations into our consideration, and we
are humbly of opinion that the Governor
and Council alone are not authorized by Ris
Majesty to make laws."

Here is the opinion of these distinguished
juriste thst the king could not make laws for
the colony. The King having given the
charter in question, had no power to make
laws. Wherever a country is conquered, the
conqueror to whom it i ceded has the power
to do as he or ehe pleses in its management.
He may, if he chooses, allow the inhabitants
of that country to make their own laws, or
put them ah to death, or he may send them a
code of laws made by himself, and allow his
Governors to execute them within the coun-
try. But if he confers upon the country any
privileges, the deed is oblîgatory upon him-
self and heirs, and he cannut annul it, he is
bound to eubmit to it. It ie juEt the same
with an individual , as soon se he signe a
deed for a piece of land to his neighbor,
neither he nor his heirs, can afterwarde dise
pute that seal. The day theKing signed that
deed and appended the seal to the commission
of the Governor, he conceded the power to
make laws. Both his Attorney and Solicitor
Generals tell him, we have looked at Lord

Cornwabsiî' patent, and you have not the
power to make sucb laws. No law can be
bindiug upon the people of Nova Scdtia ex-
cept such as are passed in accordance with
that charter. To show how completely irre-
vocable these charters are, I will briefly cail
your attention to a cae which arose many
years after, in 1774 Lord Mansfield then de-
livered his opinion, in the Court of Queen's
Bench, upon a case which had been a number
of times solemnly argued. After the conquest
of Grenada, the King of England gave a Com-
mission to a gentleman of the name of Mel.
ville, almost identically the same au that he
gave to Cornwallis. This deed was signed in
the month of April, 1764, but Governor Mel-
ville did not proceed to take charge until the
following December In the meantime the
King issued letters patent under the great
seal, on the 20th July, 1764, laying a tax
upon the people of Grenada-performiug, in
fact, an act of legislation The case was
brought up for argument; the merchant
who had paid the tax having came over to
England, and having been allowed to try it
by the Attorney General. The judgment of
the Court was that the tax was illegal because
the King, when he signed that Commission
to Melville, ceased to have any power over
Grenada Here are some of the observations
made by Lord Mansfield • " After full con*
sideration, we are of opinion that before the
lettere patent of the 20th July, 1764, the King
had preluded himself from the exercise of
leg slative authority over the island of Gren-
ada." Again hi eaid "We therefere think
after the * * * and the
Commission of Governor of Melville, the King
had immediately and irrecoverably granted to
all who are or shall become inhabitants of
Grenada, the right of havîng their legislation
exercised by an Assembly and a Governor in
Council "

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 shall endeavor to
bring thie argument to a close by invitîng
the attention of the House, and of the people
of England to whom I am speaking at this,
moment, to the great importsnce of Novea
Scotia to the British Empire. This 1s a sub-
ject which has never been well considered.
The old colonies are the most valuable por-
tions of the earth-by the stubbornness of a
British King an the stupidity of bis Minis-
ters they were lost to the Empire; and that
dismemberment was the most serious that
ever befell the British nation. Lord Chatham
actually died protestîug againet it. Nova
Seotia stands on the front of the American con-
tinent just as England does in that of Europe.
She possesses great mineral wealth, the source
of Encland's greatuess Her coal and iron,
with the energy of ber people, have brought
the mother country to her present high con-
dition. We possess the same advantages-we
too are almost an island. If Nova Scotia
were lost to England she might bid adieu to
New Brunswick, to Prince Edward Island, and
to Newfoundland. These four Maritime Prov-
inces _together have a territory similarly
situated to the Brtipsh Isles, and are capable
of sustamne a population equal t theire
Now Great Britaîn bas been te Nova Scotia a
very affectionate parent. She bas been most
kind to us, but we sometimes hear the statet-



men of England grumbling a httle about the
expense ncurred in defending these colonies.
I must confees I cannot see what that expense
iA Great Britain is a maritime nation and a
military power She muet have the best na-
vies on the ocean and one of the strongest
armies in the held Where could she main-
tain her troops and navy more economically
than in these Colonies. The climate is
a very healthy one; the statistics show that
mortality here is less than in any other
part of the world. The people of Eng-
land would never consent to a standing army
remainng in their own country. Therefore
the scattering of the troops through the colo-
nies bas been a kind of necessity. Therefore,
so far from those colonies costing England
anything they are little or no expense to ber
She was always a kind mother altbough not
a wise one at times. When she adopted ber
trade policy in 1848 she left these colonies en-
tirely unprotected; she left the trade of Nova
Scotia to be managed by people who knew
nothing about it. Sbe bad up to that time
managed our trade herself; she withdrew her
fosterxcg care and left us to walk alone. We
hive managed to live very happy and con -
tentedly, but she did not act wisely towards
these colonies. Snce 1848 no less than six
millions of people have left England, Ireland
and Scotland; where have they gone to ?
They have gone directly past us mto the
United States. If England had been a judi-
cious foster mother she would have diverted
the emigration into these colonies If she
had encouraged the commercial advantages
of Nova Scotia and the agrieultural capabi-
lities of Canada we would now be a strong
nation instead of having only four millions
of souls in our midst. We vould have a po-
pulation of nine or ten millions, and instead
of being afraid of invasion the people of the
United States would be pleased to think
during their internecine war that such vas
the peaceful character and orderly disposia.
tion of Ber Majesty's Colonies in America
that there was no danger to be apprehended
from them.

I believe there is no time that a parent knows
the value of the child be loves until be hears the
cold earth falling upon the coffin, and the sad
words, " earth to earth, ashes to ashes,
dust to dust." Let England transfer this
little province to the United States, and she
will, after a few years' time, wake up to the
loss she hau sustained. If the people of the
United States suoceed in restoring the union,
in healing the differences between the North
and the South,' and in concentrating their
tremendous energies, she must become one of
the greatest powers of the world. She is now
a great naval power, but give ber the bar-
bour of Halifax,-which in ber bands could
be made jùst as impregnable as Gibraltar.
Give ber the coal, iron, and fisheries of Nova
Seotia, and her power will be largely increas-
ed, and millions of Deople will pour into this
country. The fisheries alone of these provinces
would be to the United States a nursury for
a million or a million and a half of seamen.
How long vould England then boast of ber
maritime supremacy ? When the Americans
had only a few miserable ahipe they brought
more disgrace upon the British flag than any

other nation ever sucoeeded in doing. What
would they be if, when ohallenged to the test
by Great Britain, they had possession of the
Colonies in addition to their ordinary
strength ? Suppose in the order of thingu
France, ancther great naval power, should
combine ber energies with those of the Unted
States, against England, in what position
vould the mother country be ? How coula
she cont nd with such maritime nations as

these? -Therefore the lou of these Colonies
might lead to the degradation of England, and
instead of standing at the head of nations she
might be lowered to the condition of a secon.
dary state, if ndeed she vere not converted
into a province of France.

I shall now very. briefy call the attention
of the Bouse to the resolutions before it.
They develope the arguments on which we
ask for a repeal of the Union, The first clause
contends that the Legislative Assembly of
Nova Scotia had no power to change thecon-
stitution; they had none except what was
given them in the charter. Parliament had
no power over this country-it never had
any. This country belonged to the Queen of
England, and our Assembly had no constitu-
tional right to consent to or make the slights
est alteration in the constitution under which
they were elected to make law. That is the
position which we take, and I would like to
see the British constitutional authorities ex-
amine this subject, for I am convinced
they will acknowledge that I am correct.
The second resolution is to the effect that the
only authority which the Delegates bad was
derived from the Assembly, who bad no
power to give any such authority at aIl.
Even this authority, however, they dieregard.
ed. Their authnrity simply extended to the
negotiation of the terms of a Federal union
between ail the British North American Colo-

,nies They bad no power to select three pro-vinces and confederate them, and therefore
in that respect they did not act up to their
authority. Then, sir, their delegation was
not legally constituted. If I gave a power of
Attorney to A. B. and C. to transact business
for me, A. and B. cannot do it without C.,
unlees I make it optional for them to do it
jointly or severally; but if I authorize three
men jointly to execute a deed for me, or do
any other et, any two of them cannot legally
perform the duty. If the House of Assembly
authorized a delegation to be constituted,
consistîug of an equal number of men froma
Upper and Lower Canada, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward's Island, Newfoundland, and
Nova Scotie, the delegates had no power to
at unle. this stipulation was carried ont.
No constituent assembly was constituted-it
could make ne constitution, or do any act
until-ail the delegates were present. If tbere
were 5 from one province and 6 from another,
the whole proceeding was a nuility, because the
delegation was not constituted according to
their instructions. Then again they were
told that they were to make just provi-
sion for the rights and interesta of Nova
Scotia. How did they do that? They gave
the whole province away. We had a well-
working constitution; we made our own
laws, raised our own revenues, and ta-xed
ourselves. We owned railways, sheries,, and



other publie property, but they gave them al
away for nothing. We can at any moment
be taxed to any extent arbitrarily by an
oligarchy in Canada.

The sixth resolution states that no change
can be made without an appeal to the people.
Bere is a self-evident proposition. The con-
stitution belongs to whom ? To the Bouse of
Assembly ? No. To the Legislative Coun-
cil' No. It is the property of the people of
Nova Scotia-every man, woman and child
are the owners, and it cannot be taken away
from them without their consent. Even the
arbitrary monarchiee of Europe admit that
principle. When Napoleon seized upon the
Empire what did he do ? At aIlevents he went
through the ceremony of sending around the
ballot box, and asking the people whether
they were willing to change their constitu-
tion. The other day two States of Italy,
Nice and Savoy, were transferred after the
Austrian campaign, and what vas done ?
Did one king it down and cede the country
to theother? No; the people were called
upon to decide whether they were prepared
to accept the change of consitution or
not. No constitution can be lawfully and
constitutionally taken away without consultu
ing the people who own the constitution.
This is a self-evident proposition-just as evi-
dent as the fact that no man cao have hie
farm taken away from him without hie con.
sent.

These resolutions go on to argue that the
people of Nova Scotia were never consulted
until the 18th September, 1867, after the Bri-
tish North America Act had passed the Par
liament, and the Queen had given it force by
her proclamation. They were then for the
first time asked whether they were willing to
accept the change of constitution Then did
the people answer emphaticallythat theywould
have nothing to do with it. These resolutions
state that the preamble of theImperial Statute
is faise, and I believe that when the Quebec
Echeme went home no such words were in it.
But no sooner did the crown officers cast their
eyes over it than they, knowing the constitu-
tional course in aIl such matters, perceived
that it was impossible for the Imperial Gov-
ernment to legislate upon the question withe
out the consent or request of the people of
these colonies. Accordîngly they added the
preamble declaring that "wbereas the people
of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
desire to be federally united, &c " That
statute could not have been placed before the
Imperial Parliament unless it had these words
in it, for it would be unconstitutional un-
less the people of these colonies had testified
their assent to it. Therefore the preamble
being false, the statute is unconEtitutional
aud falls to the ground.

The resolutions go on to say that the peo
ple were not only not consulted, but that
they were purposely and designedly prevent
ed from being consulted Is not that a true
Etatement ? What did the House of Assembly
who recently sat upon these benches, with no
great credit to therd, do in the month of
March lasi ? When it was moved that the
people of Nova Scotia had a right te be con-
sulted at the polls, whether they would done
sent to be confederated or not, that resolution

was negatived by 82 against 16 reprsenta-
tives of the people. Whose servants were
these 32 persons? The servants of the Exe-
cutive Council; they ignored the authority of
the people, and said that the constitution of
Nova Scotia belonged to Dr. Tupper and a
few others. Then I think we have asserted
strictly in accordance with the fact that the
people of Nova Scotia vere systematically
and perseveringly kept from passing upon
the subject of confederation. We have alse
stated with truth that the last election turned
entirely upon confederation. I have heard
men venture to assert that other issues en-
tered into that election, but men who say
this will state anything. No man living be-
fore or during the election, eau venture to
deny the fact that confederation was the
great question which excited the people frem
one end of the province to the other. Now
there is another clause which tells us that
these colonies were, in the opinion of the
people of Nova Scotia, united te each other
by a connection better and superior to that of
any confederation that could be derived
even opon the fairest and wisest terms.
I beIieve that to be literally true. It i i
matter of poitical opinion. I have always
thought that the system cf confederation vas
the vorst by vhich we could be unted. It in
impossible eo to regulate the conflîcting ln-
terests of the different countries in a manner
that will prevent conflcts and difficulties
arieing. If you leave to the several countries
their individuality and allow them to retain
their local legislitureswhilst you attempt to
combine them at the same time under onetreneral head, the experiment will be fatal-in
time it muset and will end in civil war
and the shedding of blood. I belteve that
has been the experience of the world with
respect to Confederation. The provinces
have no'v four governments instead of three.
If they were really united they would be
stro ger, inasmuch as the whole is strong-
er than toe parts, they would have one head,
one legislature, one revenue, one set of laws,
one tariff On the other hand, for the resons
I have previously given, the system of Con-
federation is, in reality, the wont that could
be devised for these Colonies, if the wish is to
promote harmony and prosperity among
them

We shall pase these resolutions and we may,
if necessary, add one or two more; and when
we have done so, it in the design of the Go-
vernment and House tosend Delegates to Eng-
land as soon as we can. to submit to the Queen
a humble Address, embracing the substance
of these resolutions; and I have much
plessure in announcmg, so far as I am able
to judge, my belief and conviction that the
Delegaton cannot possibly fail of success.

SPEECH OF HON. 31R. TROOP.

Hon. Mr. Tnaoor said -- In risine this af-
ternoon to second the resolutions laid on the
table by the Attorney General I feel, Mr.
Speaker, th:.t I would lîke to have the Para
liamentary experience of yourself or of the
hon. gentleman who so ably and eloquently
laid the case of Nova Scotia before the House.
Before taking up the thread of the argument



lot me for a littie while turn the attention of
the Houae te the position which Nova Scotta
occupies to-day as compared with that which
she occupied a few years ago, before our Lt-
gislature undertook to deal w t- the quesion
of Confederation. The Province was then
peaceful, prosperous and happy-lring along
the seaboard our people had lived free and
contented,-their sailors went down to the
ses Ib- ships,-their shipbuiMere sent out
those merchantmen for which Nova Scotia is
famed, bearieg the flag of Ecland over the
wide world,-capitalists were developing the
mines of the country, and throughout the
length and breadth of the land there were
evidences that Nova Scotia was rising to be a
free, rich, happy and prosperous country
If there had been anything occurring among
us to change that state,-had there boen a
voicein Nova Scotia raised gainst the position
we were occupying or any of our surround-
ing circumstance,-anything leading our
people to seek political and constitutional
changes,-we might have less cause for com-
plaint, and the members of t'is LegiElature
would not be in the position which they oc-
cuþy to day, called upon to take a bold stand
for the rights aud liberties of their country-
men. I rejoice that our country i. yet a
British colony,-that we have the British
flag above our heads and the British consti-
tion at our back, and that in this discussion
we eau rise superior to the little knot of ser-
vile tools, who, in defiance of public opinion,
have had the audacity to slander and insult
the people to their teeth. In the argument
which I am going to use on this occasion I
will show that the people of Nova Scotia
asked for no constitutional changes and de-
sired none, and that the public recorda are
replete with proofs of the assertion. When I
look seroas the water at Old England, and
learn from ber history what struggles were
required to make ber what she i to day, I
rejoice that in this country we tan trace back
our ancestry to some of the men who had
fought their nation up to ber present high
standard. And lookîng there for pre-
cedent lustead of public discussion and
free debate being confined, instead of ber
public men taking a leap in the dark, and
the opponents of any great measure beîug
taunted with dialoyalty, we find in the Par-
liament, in the press, and on the platform
equal free, open, manly argument and de-
bate,-we find noue of the loyalty which is
dressed out in buckram and court trappings,
we fiud the people understanding their
rights and liberties, and bringing to the front
the highest statesman in the land who dares
to override a single right which the people
possess. __

In entering on this discussion I do no feel-
ing that I am a British subject, that I bave
the same rights which a man bas who is born
on the soil of England. And I feel likewise
that if this discussion could bave been trans-
ferred across the Atlantic, the delegates and
the contemptible press that supported them
would have had to debate this question on
its merits, and not in such a way. as to outa
rage the feelings of aIl who were not subser-
vient to their views. I will not travel far
back over the recorde touching this vexed

question, for the main arguments lie in so
narrow a compass that in a short time 1
think I cao bring forward the whole case
ful]y and fairly as :t stands between Nova
Scnia and Canada I think it is our duty
in this debste to throw a'l the light tbat is
available on the question, atid to produce aIl
the information frome public despatches and
otherwise, that may strengthen our case
when it comes to be laid betore the Parlha-
ment of Great Britain In the first place
then I ask the attention of the House to a
dtespatch dated in 1859, signed by Me8srs
Cartier, Rse and Galt, tbree of the leading
statesmen of Canada, and by this I wili
bring Cnsia to bear witness azainst Cana-
da It is not the people of the Mritime
Provinces who originated the charges
aga:nst the Canedians, of Wbich we have se
often heard, for these three gentlemen ad-
mitted that in 1858 to such an extent had
party strife and faction gone, that the poli-
ticians of that country were lke se many
Kilkenny cats tearing at each other's throats,
and we find that those able mindsof British
America had brought their country into a
state of degradation and confusion, so inex-
tricable that they were obliged to go tg the
parent country and ask the British govern-
ment to relieve them of their difficulties by
draggiug ie the Maritime Provinces. That
despatoh eltcited a reply from Sir E. Bulwer
Lttan, then Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, and what was that reply? "Nova
Seotis has a constitution of ber own,-her
people bave done nothing to forfeit their
constitutional rights, they are loyal to the
Crown, and while they maintain their allegi-
ance and perform their duties as good citis
zen's and free born subjects of the Empire,
we will not interfere with them,-go and do
yotir own work,-shew that you are fit to
govern yourselves, and then get the people
of the other Colonies to join you if you can!"
That was the substance of the advice which
Sir Bulwer Lytton gave to those stateemen.
Did they take it? Not they-but immediate-
ly commenced plotting to obtain by artful
wiles what they could not obtain fairly and
constitutionally. Here is the record of
Canadian faction, as drawn by three of her
oldest statesmen :

"It i Our duty to state that very grave
difficulties now present themselves in con-
ducting the Government of Canada in such a
manner as to shew due regard to the wishes
of its numerous population The Union of
Lower with Upper Canada was based upon
perfect equality being preserved between
these Provinces, a condition the more neces-
eary from the differences'in their respective
language, law and religion-and although
there ia ow a large English population in
Lower Canada, still their differences exist to
an extent which prevents any perfect and
complete assimilation of the views of the two
sections.

"At the time of the Union Act, ILwer
Canada possessed a much larger population
than Upper Canada, but this produced no
difficalty in the Government of the united
Province under that Act; since that period,
however, the progress of population has been
more rapid in the western section, and
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claims are now made on behalf of its inhabi-
tants for giving them representation in the
Legislature in proportion to their numbers,
which claims investing, it in believed, a most
serious interference with the principles upon
which the Union was based, have been, and
are, strenuously resisted by Lower Canada.

"The result il ahewn by an agitation
fraught with great danger to the peaceful
and harmonions working of our constitution.
al system, and consequently detrimental to
the progresa of the Province.

"The neceuity of providing a remedy for
a state of things that in yearly becoming
worse, and of allaying feelings that are daily
aggravated by the contention of political
parties, has impressed the advisers of Ber
Majesty's representatives in Canada with the
importance of seeking for such a mode of
dealing with these difficulties as may forever
remove them. In this view, it has appeared
advisable to them to consider how far the
union of Lower with Upper Canada could be
rendered essentially federative in combination
with the Provinces of New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia Newfoundland and Prince Edward
Island, together with'such other territories as
it may be hereafter desirable to incorporate
with such confederation from the possessions
of the crown in British North America.

"The undersigned are convinced that Her
Majesty's Government will be fully alve to
the grave nature of the eircumstances re-

ferred to, whtch are stated by them under the
full responsiblisty of their position as advts-
ers of the crocwn on Canada They are sat-
isfied that the time ias arrived fer a consti-
tutional discussion of aIl means whereby the
evis of internai dissension mnay be avoided
in such an important dependency of the em-
pire of Canada."

I think that this language shows what the
views of the people and government of Can-
ada were at that time in seeking a -Union
with the Maritime Provinces. We hear now
a good deal about loyalty-about the neces-
sity of binding together these Colones by an
Intercolonial Railroad; but did the people of
Canada say anything about such small mat-
ters then ? Were they fi led with loyalty and
prompted by a desire te build up a second
England on this continent? We hear not a
word about that; but they tell the British
people and government, " we are fighting
tooth and nail; we cannot get along harmo-
niously; and because we are in that condition
we pray your Majesty's government to bring
about.a Union which wili give us the control
of the Maritime Provinces " This is the
first piece of evidence that I produce against
Canada, and I produce it to show that in
asking for a Union the Canadians, instead of
being animated with feelings se noble as
those which have been ascribed to them-in-
stead of desiring to lay the corner stone of a
great nation, all they desired was to get re-
presentation by population, in order that
Western Canada might govern British Ame-
rica as it pleased. Had we returned up to
the present hour the men of calibre aud intel-
lect who labored to found our institutions
and who filled cour councils in 1760, instead
of the men who have ruled Nova Scotia for
the lat four years, our history would have

told a different tale. If we had been governed
by the men vho helped te build our consti-
tut-on. we would not now be engaged in a
fearful struggle to regain what perfidy has
taken from us Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, in his
reply, says .-

" The question. however, is one which in
volves not merely the interests of the import-
ant Province of Canada and its relations to-
wards the Empire, but also the position and
welfare of the other North American Pro-
vinces." * * * * "We think -tht we
sbould be wanting in proper consideration
for those governments if we were to author%
ize, without any previous knowledge of their
views, a meeting of delegates from the Execu-
tive Councils, and thus to commit them to a
prehiminary step towards the settlement of a
momentous question, of which they have not
yet signified their assent to the principle."

The next piece of evidence in connection
with this subject we find in the Journals of
1861, when a resolution was pasued on the
construction of which the Canadian delegates
based their constitutional right to legislate
avwy this country. I have heard, as the
discussion progressed, that the legislature
had a right to do as it did, and that the de-
lecates had a right te do as they did, because
of this resolution of 1861, which merely ex-
presses that " whereas the question of a
Union of the Colonies had been before the
country for a long time, and for the purpose
of setting the public mind at rest, the go.
vernment should be autborised te send dele-
gates to confer with the Canadians en that
and other subjects Can the stream rite
higher than its source? When the delegates
went te Canada, and nothing came of their
mission the resolution became a dead letter;
very many thought thîat the question was set
at rest, and se did these delegates and this
legislature of Nova Scotia, because when
they came te discuss a union of the Maritime
Provinces, we find the Provincial Secretary
introducing a fresh resolution to effect that
Maritime union. Where was the question of
British pocey then? Why were we not thien
told. "you are doîug wrong; Great Brtain
desires y ou tD confederate with Canada-to
bnîld up a great nationaity, with one foot
on the Atlantic, and the other on the Pacifil'"
Not a word was said about that. These re-
solutions were acted upon by the Nova Scotia
Government, but no sooner did the delegates
go down to Cbarlottetown, than Lord Monck,
with a strange assumption of power, attempt-
ed to lead themu from their legitimate mission.
He says in this despatch, dated 30th June,
1864, to Major-General Doyle, who then ad-
minstered the Government of Nova Scotia :

" I bave the honor to inform ý ou that it is
the wish of the Canadian Government te send
a Delegation to attend the Conference which
it is proposed to bold this year, of gentlemen
representing respectively, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, with
a view to the Union of those Provinces. Tne
object of the Canadian Government is to as-
certain whether the proposed Union may not
bc mde to embrace the whole of the British
North American Provinces I shall feel much
obliged if you will inform me of the time and
place which have been fixed on for the meet-
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ing; and I trust t4ejíresence of a Canadian
Delegation will be reeable to their brethern
of the Maritime Provinces."

I am dealing with this question from a con-
etitutional point of view, and bringing to the
bar of publie opinion Lord Monck, and the
delegates who attempted to override the con-
stitution The doctrine that they had the
right to do au they did, seems to have dawn-
ed on their minds at a very late date, for Dr.
Tupper's government, through Sir Richard
McDonnell, replied to Lord Monck in the fol-
lowing language

In the meantime I can assure your Lord-
ship of the extreme pleasure which it -will
afford this Government, to confer unofficially
with any Delegates sent fron Canada. It is,
however, nececsary to remind your Lordship
that no Resolution bas yet been passed by
any of the Legislatures of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, authorieing the appointment of Dele-
gates for any purpose but that ofcinsidering
nome plan tor the Union of the three Pro-
vince. Therefore, neither I nor my Ministry
have the power to go beyond the exact po¶v.
ers conferred by that Resolution "

This is conttitutional law as laid down by
Dr. Tupper and hie Government,-there is a
statement deliberately made by the Govern-
ment, but which they saw fit to repudiate in
twenty days after date And what did Mr
Cardwell say on the subject? Did he say "you
have not carried out the policy of this Gove
ernment-the British Government desire Con-
federation with Canada to take place ?" Not
a word or a syllable to that effect came
across the water, but in plain and ex.
plicit terme ihe people 'were told that
the official mission was to censider a union
of the Mariime Provinces Twenty days af-
terwards we find these delegates going to
Quebec. I will not follow them there among
the champagne revelries and drunken routs,
-we have beard eufficient of that. Instead
of acting a! if they were laying the founda-
tion of a great nation, it appeared as if they
had gone off ta a midnight rout or a shindy
in the backwoods. But the fact i that the
Canadians baving got the delegates into the
leading strings entrapped them into the Que-
bec resolutions Then we all know that when
the LegiElature attempted to del with the
question it excited one universal storm of dis.
approbation throughout the country. When
public opinion is formed in this country upon
any grave subject, it is by neighbor meeting
neighbor around the fireside, in social gather-
ings, and by friendly, mutual conversation,
-then comes into play the intelibgence of the
country. I have heasd ignorance imputed to
out people,-and it was said that the ignorant
class of the population are AntimUnionsts,-
that a great many able and tetellectual men,
alil the judges, all the ministers and aIl the
high functionaries are in favor of the Union.
I take here a bold Etand and say : Suppose
the judges and ministers and nabobs and
nigh officinls are in favor of il, what is that
if the people are against it ' The people are
the greatest, for il 5ou destroy the people'e
rights you impair the whole fabrie of the
constitrtution. Destroy those rights and you
make the people feel degraded, and what then
is the value of courts of justice and schools

and pulpits ? Give the minds of the people
free room and play-do not put a padlock or
a gag upon them. It is that intelligence run-
ning like lightning through the land that has
shattered the ranks of the Confederate party
to atoms. When the Legislature came to deal
with the question at its first sessiotPthe dele-
gates failed to carry out the arrangements
they had made with their colleagues in Ca-
nada- They were to have ask the House
to agree by resolution to the Quebec re-
solutions. 'Why did they not do it ? Be-
cause there were no corrupting influences
at work,-the majority of the Legielature
were opposed to the.scheme,-they told the
Premier they would not consent to a union
with Canada on such terms, and fmoreover
that they would agree to no scheme which
had not been ratified by the people. The re-
suit was that the Premier declared the mea
sure impracticable. and led the people to sup-
pose that the whole queation was at an end,-
that there vas no necessity for agitation.
Coming down a httle later we find that the
Premier sncceeded in successfully bringing
the matter before the Legielature, and having
his policy ratified against the wishes of the
people. Here he is met by a protest signed
by members of the Opposition in which they
solemnly declared the rights of the people.
How was that protest treated ? What did the
Executive Council say to it, and to the :caat
majority of the people of tbis country '

" In conclusion, the Council may state
that more than a year since they submitted
the proceedings of the Quebec Conference to
the Legilature, that the subject of a union
of the British North American CoInnies has
been constantly discussed in this Province
since that time. Yet the opponents of union
were only able to obtain the signatures of S,-
085 people ont of a population of not less
than 3"0,000 for presentation to the ifouse
during the present session, praying that It
might be referred to the people at the polle
The foregoîng resolution, after foll delibera-
tion and discussion, was carried in the Legis.
lative Council by a vote of 13 to 5, and in the
House of Assembly by 31 to 19. All the mem-
bers of the present Governmeat and four
members of the late Government, of which
Mr Howe was the leader, united in custain-
ing the resolution, while but two voted
against it ''

That Minute of Council, prepared in the
secrecy of the Council Board, under the
direction of Sir Fenwck Williams,. the Lieu-
tenant Goernor of Nova Scotia, was sent to
England, and it stands on our Journals
stampin the men who framed it with the
crime of gross misrepresentation. They
knew they were deceiving the Brftish Govern
ment-that under cover of that despatch they
were perpetratig an act of gross ijustice
and doin a cruel wrong to the people of
Nova Scotis. Determined to trick the coun-
try and to perpetrate a fraud, they had left
out of the Governor's speech at the opening
of the session talt mention of Confederation,
and at a late period of the session, when no
petitions had been presented in consequence
of the assurance that nothing would be done,
that country was taken by surprise. The
Minute of Council, framed by the Govern-



ment, who had a full knowledge of the wishez
of the people, assuring the Government that
only 8000 persans had petitioned against the
meuure, was calculated to lead that Gavern-
ment to soppose that the grest ibajority of
the people vere in favor of the union I
ask, the% in view of the state of public opin-
ion at that period if the government of the
day did not know that the statement cou
tained in such Minutt was a deliberate uns
truth? I ask if it was nct made to mislead
and deceive the British Government ? Its
authors doubtiless supposed that it would be
shut out from the pubhuc eye until it had doue
its work, and after that they thiought it wouîd
be too late for an3 thig to be said about it
They sent it to the Imperial Parliament with
no honest ,intention Following rapidly
down the record, let me ask why it was that
about this time there were such breaks in the
ranks of those in this Legislature who were
known to be determmned opponents of Cor-
federation when every day inteneified the
feeling of the country against the resolution
which had been adopted by the Houst CaD
we not Eee in the subsequent reEults in
members giving up their opposition for valu-
able consideration-for high and influential
positions elsewhere a great deal of signifi-
cance Those gentlemen may bave been as
pure, as innocent and as conscientious as
they claim to be-they may never bave Lad a
single stain upon their political integrity-
their palms may never have felt a sngle
piece of gold, but I cannot help thidkng
that if the Attorney General had a fellow in
the dock, charged with a criminal offence,
with evidence so presumptive aganat him,
he would make a pretty ttrong case of it,
and the jury would not have much hesitation
in pronouncing him guilty. There is sufil-
cient evidence, taking all the manoeuvring of
the gentlemen who had the matter in hand,
to shew a deep design to keep the people
fromn expressing their opinions They kept
us fron the polls up to the latezt hour well
knowing what the result of an election would
be. When the elections did come off, the
men who lad been engaged in bartering
their country away -the men who had
thrown their influence againat their own
people, and in favor of Canada, hardly
dàared to ask for the confidence and support
of the people The day of reckoning has
come with överwhelming power, and the feel-
ing of the people against this enforced unico
bas ever sînce been increasing in strength. It
is lîke the rushing wind from the mountain
carrb ing every thing before it l Leu w find
the men who on that day were reiected by
the people whom they had betrayed leaviug
their country for Ottawa, 1 say if they can
there find consolation around the palatial
halls of that city or a panacea for their
wounded consciences, there is no reason that
I can see why Nova Scotia sbould not be vEry
glad to get rid of them. I next wish to
direct the attention of the House to the ac-
tion of the delegates when they went on their
mission across the water, and carried their
measure to the louse of Commons and the
House of Lords. We then find M1r. Watkin
maktng a speech that has attained great no-
toriety, and has become matter of history.

But for his declaration who believes that the
British House of Commons would have legis-
lated against our interests ? But for bis ai>
surance that Confederation bad been before
the people of Nova Scotia at the polls, who
eau imagine that we would have been forced
into this hateful and detested union? For
who could doubt in the leuse of Commons
the assertion made by Mr. Watkin that Dr.
Tupper had preached Confederation at every
polling booth previous to the election, com-
ing, as it did, from the Premier himuelf?
How could it be supposed that the accredited
minister of the Province of Nova Scotia
would resort to evasion and deception ? Sir,
in view of these facts, I may say that I would
like no better case to present, on behalf of a
free people, in any court of law or equity
than that which can be presented by the
people of Nova Scotis.

Ihen, again, let me turn attention to the
one-sided, partial and unjustifiable action of
Lord Monck. I speak of him with all the
respect due to bis high position, but I cannot
pass over a declaration made in his speech in
the House of Lords without comment. We
find hi lordsbip leaving his post on this
continent, going home with the delegates,
taking his place in the House of Lords, where
it was supposed h e fully understood the feel-
ing both of the Maritime Provinces and Can-
ada, and that he would be possessed of full
information, there stating that the agitation
in Nova Scotia was the work of half a dozen
men. i can excuse His Excellency for any-
thing but that; and wben we find that speech
on the public records of the country, with*
out note or comment from him, after the 18th
of September has passed and left such evi-
dence behind of the real feeling of the people
of Nova Scotia. I say that the GovernorGen-
eral was in no position to open the Domine
ion Parliament with the speech which he
made. Instead of congratulating the people
off Nova Scotia on their being engaged in in-
augurating the new Dominion, he should
have told our people that they had been de-
graded He should have explained away the
speech which he made when, to carry Con-
federation and help bis Canadian friends and
their party, he went to the House of Lords
and used the following language -

"Lord Monck expressed a hope that their
lordships would permit him to say a few
words upon the Bill, considering the share
which lie had bad in its orignation. le
would at the outset refer to one thing, which
appeared to him of great importance in a
constitutional point of view. It had been,
he thought, most unwarrantably assumed
that the Province of Nova Scotia was opposed
to the union. Now, he beleved the expres-
sion of opinion which had come from Nova
Scotia to this country had been entirely got
up by a few inergetic individuals. The Leg-
isiature of Nova Scotia had, lke the Legis.
latures of the other provinces, adopted by
large majorities the resolutions proposed to
them, and bad cent their delegates to this
country to take part in the framing of the
measure which had been laid on the table.
The demands of those gentlemen in Nova
Scotia, if they amounted to anything, meant
that the question should be subjected to the
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decision of the people, instead of its being
determined by the peeple's representatives
Such a demand, to his mind, betrayed a great
ignorance, not only of the principles of the
British Constitution, but of the principles on
which all Parlhamentary Government was
founded "

His lordship bad read the history of bis
ewn country to litle purose when be could
make that declaraton What i that hiutory
oomposed of fcr the last two hundred years
but the bistory of men oftentimes strugghng
through bloodshed to the enjoyment of their
rights-the record of men of gréat intellect
-men whose names bave been emblazoned
on the roll of fame, fighting for the great
principles which bave made England tbe
mistresas of the world, the country to which
every distressed nationality resorts as a city
of refuge, under whose fisg the exile is safe
Once upon the soil of Britain the fugitive is
no longer likely to be stricken down; but in
laying the foundation stone of the new na-
tionality I say letus not begin the work by stri-
king down what bas cost England centuries to
build up-what bas been so long established
in the hearts and affections of the people.
Get the sympathies of the people with you,
and then go on building the superstructure.
Let it come to be understood that the rights
of the people are one matter, and the rights
of the governîng oligarchy another, or that
any oligarchy can control the country, Etrik-
ing down the independence of the people and
reducing them ta a condition of serfdom,
and the freedom and glory of the parent
country no longer belong to us. After de-
livering that speech in the Houe of Lords I
wonder how bis lordship could come down to
Parliament and use this language --

"I congratulate you on the Legislative
sanction which has been given by the Imper-
ial Parliament to the Aet of Union, under
the provisions of which we are now assem-
bled, and which bas laid the foundation of a
new nationality that I trust and ,believe will
ere long extend its bounds from the Atlantic
to the Pacifie ocean "

He congratulates the people of the Domin-
ion on building up this confederation, but
did he not remember the damaging record
that stood against him on the other side of
the ocean, when he made that declaration in
the House of Lords to influence that august
assemblage in supporting the legislature that
undertook to give sway the country, and to
break down every barrier that had been
placed in their way? Did he forget that he
had gone across the ocean in the train of the
delegates, to take his place as a peer of the
realm, to assist in carrying Confaderation,
and there to state that the agitation in Nova
Scotia was the work of a half dozen individ-
nal ? If be was so instructed by his friends,
the Delegates at that time, then since the 18ti
of September he lias been undeceived, and be
should since have aeknowledged that up to
that time he hadl not know tihe true stats of
the case

We bave beard a great deal, as I
bave said, aboat disloyalty, and without
wishing to detsin the Houe, I will
merely turn attention to the mode in
which this measutre ras carried. The country

3

believes that the Confederation act was psu-
ed tbrough the legislature by corruption and
fraud-that Hio Excellency General Williams,
when he was sent ont hers, came for the sole
purpose of carrying the measureprepared
to resort to any means-and lest himself,
through his government, to that design. I
believe that if certain festivities at Govern-
ment Houe had never taken place, we would
not be engaged in this discussion to*day. It
reminds me of a dark day in old Ireland's
history, when ber free legislature was sold
far English gold, when bribery laid the coun-
try wast, and infhieted upon it the terrible
woes that succeediug generations bave in-
herited In May's Constitutional history, I
find this passage on that subject:

" Lord CaEtlereagh estimated the cost of
these expedients at a million and a half, and
the price was forthcoming The purchase of
boroughs was no new scheme, having been
proposed by Mr. Pitt himself, on the basia of
bis measure of Parlamentary reforn in 1785,
and now it was systemically carried out in
Ireiand. The patrons of boroughs receivea
£7,500 for each seat, and eighty-four bon
roughs were disfranchised. Lord Devonshire
was paid £52,500 for seven seati, Lord Ely
£45,OO for six. The total compensation
amonnted to £1,260,000 Peers were further
compensated for the loss of their privileges
in the national council by profuse promises
of English peerages, or promotion in the
peerage of Ireland; commoners were concili-
ated by new honors, and by the largesses of
the British goverument. Places were given
or promised, pensions multipled, secret ser-
vice money exhausted. In vain Lord Corn*
wallis complained of the " poltical jobbing"
and " dirty business" in which he was " in-
volved beyond aIl bearing," and " longed to
kick those whom his public duty obliged him
to court." In vain he " despised and hated
himself, while negotiating and jobbiug
with the most corrupt people under heaven."
British gold was sent for and distributed,
and, at length, ie defiance cf threats of arm-
ed resistance, in spite of insidious promises
of relief to Catholies, and corrupt defection
among the supporters of the governmont, the
cause was won."

The luckless viceroy applied to himself the
appropriate hues of Swift •

So to effect his monarch't enda
From hell a viceroy devil ascends,
This budget with corruption crammed
The constitutions of the damned
Which with unsparing hand he stroves
Through courts and senates as he gees,
And then at BeelzeLub'n black ball
Complais his budget is too small.

How aptly this language can be applied to
the gentlemen who caried on the work of
corruption in this country ;-they must, lhke
Alexander, have wept because they had no
more worlds to conquer when they got weak-
kneed polîticians to Government House un-
der the influence of the applhances which
eventually induced them to band over the
political rights of this country to the Cana-
dian goverrnment The people, I say, tock
this ground; and in battlîng for their rights
and privileges, and asking for frec discus-
sion and debate, they have been charged by
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a portion of the press and the supporters of
a certain faction with being Fenian sympa-
thisers and qnnexationists. All I can say is
that the first article having sucb a tendency
wa from a Confederate journal of this city.
If snch sentiments are advocated in the press
ve can charge home upon the Confederate
p arty for having such a paper among them

t seems that a few years ago the public
mind of the United States was set on the quz
vive to see whether that country could get
hold of the Provinces, and had it not been
for Nova Scotia I believe that these Colonies
would have gone long ago. Where were we
when annexation clubs were formed through-
out Canada, and when annexation flags were
thrown to the breeze by their prommnent
men ? We were true to our allegiance,
warning the people of Canada that their
course would bring them into disgrace. Let
it not, then, be charged upon us that, be.
cause we believe the tendency of Confedera-
tion to be the handing over of the Province
to the United States, and because we have no
desire to become a part of that country, the
Anti-Confederate party, or the Government,
or the gentlemen who sit on these benches
have dieloyal tendencies. That slander bas
gone far enough; the men who originated it
do not dare to repeat it in open day, where
they can be confronted; butin the back Elume
of Halifax a portion of the press that is justly
held beneath contempt bas been busy in the
circulation of the slander. When they pour
ont the vials of their wrath let them remem-
ber that their shafts do rot touch us, because
we will carry forward the struggle in which
we are engaged in strict obedience to the
British Constitution, and with no disloyal
sentiment escaping our lips. With them
" the wish is father to the thought;" it is
because they desire aunexation that they
love Confederation and the prîcciples which
it embodies rather than monarchical princi.
ples. When they charge dieloyal sentiments
on our people they had better see where their
own principles are leading them. Mr. Darby,
in his report on the fisheries, says -

" The Provinces bave long desired expan-
sion. Their territory contracts as it runs
easterly, and presents in a northern latitude
a narrow front on the Atlantic. New Eng-
land lies between Canada and the sea. A few
years since, the Halifax .Mornzng Journal,
an influential paper of Nova Scotia, presented
a plan for annexation, from which we make
the following ex

t
rac

t
s, viz. .'In the much

wished-for event of a consolidation of the
Colonies, the possession of Maine is of vast
importance; more, perhaps, than we have
been wont to imagine. A glance at the map
will show, that at present she destroys the
symnetry of the proposed confederation.-
She stands like a wedge driven up to the butt
in a foreign country, and it gives rise to the
idea that but a few more blows are needed to
effect a complete separation of Canada and
New Brunswick. Nor is it symmetry alone
which demands the annexation of Maine;
there are other reasons of far greater im-
portance vby thiBs should, if possible, be
effected, and which we propose ta set plainly
forth in this article.'

'" The Nova Scotia plan did not take--it was

premature. It is cited here merely to show
the aspirations of the Colonies, and as a pre-
cedent for this discussion, for it makes an-
nexation a Provincial measure. We eau af-
ford to be more generous and give to the
Provincial plan a shape more comprehensive,
more statesmanlike, mors consistent with the
rights of all."

Here then we have a Confederate Journal,
which now brags of its loyalty, foreshadowe
ing the ground-work of a Scheme by which
the Colonies were to be handed over to the
United States, and yet we are the dialoyal
men. Our accusera are very loyal men, but
Washington gold might possibly overcome
their loyalty. What are we ta think when
we have annexation sentiments proclaimed
by the press of Halifax, and when a portion
of the people with whom it was the intention
to confederate us have petitioned for admise
sion 10 the American Union? Ia that the
people with whom we are to join in order to
build up a new nationality. Is a union form-
ed with such a country lkely ta be sold
and permanent one under the British Crown?
Another idea thrown out was that unless we
went into the union the British government
would cut us off. Why should they do so '
Nova Scotia came forward and put her Mili-
tia into a sound state of organization, when
Canada was quarrelling about her Militia
bills. and when her government vas attacked
for proposing a Miltia grant. Great Britaia,
I take it, desires that we should do our duty,
and let us be once out of Confederation and
the people will meet their wishes by provid-
ing for their defence in every reasonable way,
-but in so providing let it be understood
that we bave no wars, no national States,-we
are in the position of the son to the father,
the father ruling, the son enjoying security
and pesce. We have nothing to defend our-
selves against;-if a war should break ont
to-morrow between Great Britain and another
power, we would not be consulted, but we
might be obliged to assist in bearing the
brunt of it We would do no willingly in
subordination to the Crown and Imperial
government, because we desire to uphold the
glory of the British flag, but while doing no
we deny the right of a legiElature, elected
for no suoh purpose, to sweep away our con-
stitution and to place us under the domina-
tion of a zovernment removed beyond our
control. If time permitted I might refer to
the geographical position of these Provinces
We have territory enough for thirty states,
we bave vast tracts of wilderness country,
stretching to the Pacifie and back to the
Rocky Mountains, in which there is not a
man to build a fort or man a gun. We have
four millions of people scattered over half a
continent, and with such a country-vith
scarcely an inhabitant to a square mile-we
are asked to believe that we are in a position
to found a new nationality. The idea is
truly abaurd, and can lead to but one resuIt.
Nova Scotia will be no party to so monstrous
a proposition. Nova Scotia a8s, loyally,
constitutionally asks for a repeal of this
most obnoxious act upon the following,
among other grounds•

1st. Because the constitution of Nova
Scotia being a charter granted to this coun-
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try by the British Government, giving the
people the right of self-government-the
right of regulating their own trade and
commerce-the unrestricted right of dispos-
ing of their own revenues, and the power of
general legielation under such constituion-
cannot be materially altered or changed
without the sanction of the people.

2nd. Because the people of Nova Scotia
have been no parties to the alteration of the
constitution, but on the contrary have used
every available means to prevent the passing
of the "'British North America Act," and by
petition to the Legislature, and by loyal ad-
dresses to the Queen, and by petitions to the
Imperal Parliament of England, have pro-
tested against the Confederation of this Pro-
vince with Canada.

3rd Because a majority of the Legislature
of Nova Scotia who usurped the power of
legislating upon Confederation were elected
and held their seats under the constitution
they attempted to destroy, and by fraud and
deception misled the Government of England
by declaring that they represented the views
and wishes of the people of Nova Scotia.

4th. Because the "British North America
Act" deprives us of constitutional rights end
privileges enjoyed by Nova Scetia fora cen-
tury-which Act was formed in contemptuLous
defiance of such rights and privileges.

5th. Because a willing submission to the
provisions of that enactment wili stamp the
people of Nova Scotia as servile depend bnts
upon Canadian charity.

6th. Because it has despoiled uS of our re-
venues-deprived us of the right of regi ilata
ing our tarif, and placed the power of tax.
ing the medustry and resources of this ceoun-
try in a Canadian Government, over which
we can exercise no control

7th Because the Journal of this Lel -isla-
ture show that Canada hai sought this Con-
federation not because she desired to p erpe-
tuate Brtish institutions upon this coni inent
-not by reason of ber love for the old flag
and ber loyal devotion to the British ci own,
but because of the shameful and disgr: Leeful
fueds and faction fights between Upper and
Lower Canada, which had rendered cor Lstitu-
tional government in that country a shami
and delusion-which had made ber public
men contemptible in the eyes of the wc orld,-
and having brought their country t o this
humiliating and degraded position, they
sought to drag in the free, prospero ns and
happy Provinces of Nova Scotia ar d New
Brunswick under Confederation as "malk-
weights," in order, if possible, t ) relieve
themselves of the disadvantages une ier which
they labored

Sth. Because the Union of the Maritime
Provinces vith Canada, under sur h circum-
stances, will lead to the most de plorable re-
sults; and, if not repealed will , sooner or
later, eventute in disaster to the whole

9th Because the Governme at of the so-
called D&minion bas already e- atered upon a
most extravagant system of ex penditure, not
warranted by the revenues of the Dominion
and will result in taxing still' lurther the rate:
payers of this country.

10th. Because the acquisi tion of new terri-
tory by the Dominion of C' *nada is a source

of weakness to the so-called Confederation,
and may result in involving this Province in
bankruptcy and rin.

11th. Becanse this country cannot adopt
the absurd idea embodied in the British North
America Act, by which British Amerieca, em-
bracing balf a continent with a sparse popu-
lation, is to be governed and controlled by
a government at Ottawa-the provinces of
Ontario and Quebec beng the controling
powers.

12th. Because the people of Nova Scotia
cannot recognize the necessity of assuming
habilities for the defence of British Columbia,
or of placing themselves in a position to be
called upon at any time to defend a country
thousands of miles away.

13th. Because the alleged fact that the
Legislature of British Columbia bas petition-
ed to be received into the United States of
Ameriea ls calculated to weaken any union
of the whole of British America, and taken
in connection with the fact that a portion of
the people of Canada have heretofore exhibit-
ed by disloyal and treasonable manifestations
their repugnance to British monarchia,1 in.
stitutions, and their preference for those of
the United States, leads the people of Nova
Scotia to repudiate any connection with
Provinces disaffected towards the British
Crown.

14th. Becausethe imposition of a stamp at
and the increse in the tarif are most tyrans
nical and oppressive, calculated to cramp
the expansion of trade, to retard the prospe.
rity of the country, and to exact money from
our people for the benefit .of Canada, and
without in any way benefitting the people
of Nova Scotia.

15th. Because the allowance of 80 cents
per bead, and the annual subsidy granted
from the Dominion Government, is no com-
pensation for the large sums taken from us
by Canada, and will be wholly inadequate to
meet the increasing wants of this country.

16th. Because above al Nova Seotia repu.
diates this Dominion, and asks for repeal be-
cause ber people were not consulted upon the
measure-while the people of New Brunswick
and the other Maritime Provinces have been
allowed to determine for themselves whether
or not they would be confederated with Ca-
nada.

For these reasons this Legislature and this
Government ask the British Government for
a Repeal of the British North America Act
se far as it relates to Nova Scotia. I hope
that when our loyal address is presented to
Her Majesty it will have the desired effect,
and that our delegates will bring back to us
the restoration of our rights and privileges.
When we look at the United States, and con-
sider.the internecine war, the effects of which
are still preying on the vitality of the couin-
try-when we see the disaffection prevailng
in Canada, and find the publie records
charged vith that which shakes our confi-
dence in her statesmen, is it any wonder that
we turn from Washington to London-to
London, the metropolis of the world-Lon-
don, with its abbeys containing the dust of
men whose fame is handed down to posterity ?
There is the Empire to which we wish te be-
long; we do not desire a union with the back
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country of Canada, but a union with the Em-
pire of Britain. That Empire is large
enough for Our ideas; the aspirations of our
people lead then to seek nothing that would
alienate us from the old flag, or break off the
connection with the parent iustitutions,-but
they seek rather to be drawn closer, so that
an Englishman or Scotchman may feel, when
he comes to British America, that he ias lot
left one half his manhood behind him. Our
delegates will zo to England, and lay the
tentiments coming from the people at the
foot of the Throne. When they bave pre-
iented the case they have in band, I rely on
it that the Queen, who can do no wrong, will
give back to us what has been wrongfully
and fraudulently taken sway. In the means
time let us possess our souls in patience. I
rejoice to see the bold stand which the people
are taking throughout the country at [the
meetings which are beîug held, and I did not
wonder yesterday at the flush of pride that
mantled the face of the hon. member for Yar-
mouth as he presented the petition from his
noble county on this subject. The sentiments
which are coming up to us every day do crea
dit to the feelings ot the people-they show
that the rights of Britons are well under-
stood and appreciated among us. Rad our
people bowed down in servile submission to
their rulers, they would have become the
mere lickspittles of the people of Canada;
butshowîng, as they have doue, the determi-
nation that, God being their helper, they
will fight this battie to the bitter end, wemay
defy any power to coerce us into compliance.
Nova Scotians are terribly in earnest in this
matter, and while remaining loyal to the
constitution, will tatke care not to be led
away by will-o'-wisps or any loud blus-
terings of the enemies of our people.

Our enemies may ply all the arts of false-
hood and fraud, but we are determined to
stand upon the sentiment that to Nova
Scotians belongs Nova Scotia. Our rights
are as dear to u3 as those of the people of
England, and while doîng battle for those
rights, and while carrylng the petitions Of
our people to England, I believe that ten
thousand prayers will be oflered up for our
cause. Our clergy, instead of praying
against us, will yet corne to the rescue of
their country, and the God of battles will
defend the rght Such men as D'Arcy Mc-
Gee may talk and threaten about the Mlitia,
and the course that will be pursued to coerce
us, but we say to them that it does not lie in
their mouthe to teach us loyalty to the
Crown, until they take back the threats and
libels which they ha ve hurled at our Queen
and Constitution. Tn confiding. then, tir, in
the justice of our ca use, in the wisdom of the
Parliament of Engla ud, and upon the syme
pathies of the Queen, we have met this great
question calmly and constitutionally. We
have no desire to treat 2t in any other man-
ner. We have no wish for the storm or tem-
pest, but we are asking for our rights, out
of which we have bee n -wronged, and the
people of Canada may as well understand
that the people of this country do not intend
willIngly to submit to t lie provisions of the
British North Amerto& Act.

With these observati ons, sir, I beg leave to

second the resolutions now upon the table of
the House.

Mr. PNFO, in the absencetf Mr. Blanchard.
laid on the table, by way of notice, several
amendments to the resolutions, inti:atmug
that Mr. Blanchard would move them regu-
lrly when he was able to be in hi& place.
(The amendments will be given at the con-
clusion of Mr. Blanchard's speech.)

The debate was adjourned.
The House then adjourned.

TtîssnY, Feb. 11th

The House met at three o'clock
Mr. KrDSToN presented a petition from N

Iclnnes, of Invernese, against the return of
Hiram Blanchard, Esq., which was laid on
the table until Saturday next

UION. 31R. F LYNI'S SPEECH.

Hon. E P FLYco then said .- In rising to
address the House on the resolutions which
have been introduced so ably by the Hon.
Attorney General, I feel that I can add no%
thîug new to a subjeet which las already oc-
cupied so much publie attention in this coun-
try, and one that has been so thoroughly
debated in all its aspects on the floors of the
House, in the prees, and at every huatiugs
in the Province. I have not the vanity to
suppose for au instant that I can mnvest the
question with any novalty, or deal with
it with that eloquence exhibited by those
patriotic men who have so nobly advocated
the interests of the people. The numerous
evils resultîng to this Province from a union
with Canada under the terme of the British
North America Act, and the great injustice
done to the people by forcing ther ento a
political connection, never sought for or de-
sired by themt, have been so clearly illustrai
ted during the recent session of the Domin-
ion Pa rlament, that I thînk I would be hard-
ly justified in occupyîng the time of this
House by any lengthy remarks with reference
to that part of the subject. But I would be
unfaitiful to the trust reposed in me, and
fail to discharge the obligations I owe to those
who b ave honored me with their confidence
by elec tîng me to a seat e this House, nor
would 1 be true to the convictions of my own
mind, a nd the feelings which animate me, if
I did not avail myself of this opportunity of
recordin g my most solemn and emphatic pro-
test aai nst the unfat-ness of the Act of
Union, a 3 well as against the oppresaive and
unconstit utional method by whicu it was
adopted Notwithltanding what may be
said by :ta advocates to the contrary, I
hold that a question of such vital mo-
ment, and effectcng su complete and radia
cal changes3 n the isttutions of thie
country, sho uld never have been sanctioned
by the Imp erial Parlaanent, without its
hasing had lhe most conclusive evidence
that ain unmistakably authentic expression
of tue popula- will in its favor had taken
pli.ce, when upon farmer occasions the
scheme of Union was discussed in this Legisla-
ture It as hbeen declared that the opponents
of Union have fa:ied to adduce precedent or
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authority in proof of the incompeteucy of
Parliament to carry the measure, without
submaitting it to the people at the polla. But
it bau always appeared to my mmd that
it wau the advocates of Union who failed to
show in the whole history of British and colo-
nial legislation a precedent or authority justi-
fying such a summary destruction of our
constitution, not only without our consent,
but aganst our expresued wishes. We are
aIl aware that Parliament possesses un-
limited powers whilst acting under the con-
stitution, but whilst admitting that, will any
one venture ta assert that the Parliament of
England bas the constitutional right to
annex that country to France without
the consent of the people ? Certainly
not. Therefore, how inuch stronger ia
the argument when applied to the late Legis-
lature restricted as it was by express statutory
regulations, and with powers clearly de-
fined and strictly guarded ? Whilst admit-
ting the supremacy of Parliament in all
things under the constitution, I deny the
right ausumed by the members of the last
House in bartering away our constitution,
and handing to Canada our rights and re-
venue without our consent. The constitu.
tionalty of this question bau been handled
with much ability by gentlemen on a pre-
vious occasion, that I would not feel at
liberty to trouble the House at any length
on that part of the aubject; but there are a
few extracts which have come under my
observation, which, with the permission of
hon. members, I will read ta the Housé I
shall first read from a Speech of the Right
Hon. Henry Grattan -

" Parliament is not the proprietor, but the
trustee; and the people the proprietor, and
not the property. Parliament is called ta
make laws, not to elect law-makers; it i a
body in one branch of delegates, in na one
branch of electors, assembled to exercise the
fonctions of parliament, not to ohoose or
substituts another parliament for the dis-
charge of its own duty; it is a trustee, and
like every trustee, without a power to trans-
fer or band over the trust A miserable
quibble it is to suppose, because delegated to
make law, it bas, therefore. a right to make~a
law to destroy its own law-making, or super-
sede its own delegation, precluded as it is by
the essential nature of its trust from annul-
hing its own authority, and transferring the
power of its creator, the society, to another
country; it is appointed for a lhmited time to
exercise the legislative power for the use and
benefit of the people, and therefore precluded
from transferring, and transferring forever,
that legislative power to the people of ano-
ther country; it i appointed, entrustcd, cre-
ated, and ordained, not only to exercise the
legislative powers of the society, but also to
preserve her rights, and instead of abolishing
them by surrenderàng them ta another coun-
try, to return them at stated periods, unim-
paired, undiminished, to the people from
whom it received them."

" The power of the legiElative," says Mr.
Locke, " being derived from the people by a
positive voluntary grant and institution, can
be no other than what that positive grant
conveyed, which being only to make lawu and

not legislators. the legislative can have no
power to transfer their authority of making
laws, and placing it in other banda, the
legialative neither must, nor eau. transfer
the pover of making laws to anybody else,
or place it anywhere, but where the people
have."

" The legislature," says Mr. Locke, "Ia
not only supreme, but sacred and unaltera-
ble in the banda in which the community
have placed it : though it be a supreme pow-
er in every commonwealth, yet it i not and
cannot be arbitrary over the lives and for-
tunes of the people."

Mr. Bushel says : " Indeed it is difficult
to give limita ta the mere abstract competonce
of the supreme power, but the limita of a
moral competence, subjecting occasional will
to permanent reason, and to the steady max-
ima of faith, justice, and fixed fnndamental
policy, are perfectly intelligible, and perfect-
ly bîding on those who exercise any autho-
rity under any name or under any title in
the state. The House of Lords is not morally
competent to dissolve itself, nor to abdicate,
if it would, its portion of the legislature of
the kingdom. By au strong, or a stronger
reason, the House of Commons cannot re
nounce its sbare of authority. The engage-
ment and pact of socîety which generally
gos by the name of constitution, forbids
such innovation and such surrender. The
constituent parts of a state mubt hold their
public faith with esach other, and with aIl
those who derive a serions interest under
their engagement, ad much as the whole state
is bound to keep its faith with separate coin-
munities. Otherwise competence and power
would be entirely confounded, and no law
left but the will of a prevailing force."

" The collective body of the people," says
Bolingbroke, " delegate but do not give up;
trust, but do not alîenste their right and
power There is something which a parlia=
ment cannot do; a parliament cannot annul
the constitution. The legistature is a su.
preme, but not an arbitrary power."

" The power of Kings, Lards, and Com-
mons,'' says Junius, " is not an arbitrary
power. They are the trustees, not the own.
ers of the estate. The fee simple is in us;
they cannot alienate. they cannot waste.
When we say the legielature is supreme, we
mean that it is the highest power known to
the constitution, that it is the highest in com-
parison with the other subordinate powers
established by the laws. lu this sense the
word supreme is relative, not absolute The
power of the legislature is limited, not only
by the general rules of natural lustice and
the welfare of the community, but by the
forms and principles of our particular con-
stttution."

The principles laid down in these extracts
seem ta be se perfectly in accordance with
the Britsh constitution and the dictates
of common sense, that I unhesitatingly
adopt them as conclusive. Even if the Union
were calculated to confer on Nova Scotia all
the benefits so flippantly predicted by its ad-
vocates and promoters in the last House, they
were nevertheless bound to submit the mea.
sure to the people for their approval. Had
they doue so at the proper time, as they



18

should have done, like honest men and faith-
fol guardians of the trust reposed in them,
al1 the present excitement in connection
with the question would have been avoid-
cd The men who were ehiefly instrumental
in passing this Union, have attempted to
ustify their position and conduct by ststing
that the people were actually in favor of it.
In the discussion of this question, prnvious
to its consideration by the Imperial Parlia-
ment, it was asserted by a I1ading member of
this House that the intelligent publie senti.
ment of Nova Scotia was in favor of Union.
A more unfounded and deliberately untrue
statement was never before uttered in tbis
House. In proof of the untruthfalness of
that statement, I need only refer to the elec-
tions held last autumn, when we saw the
people of every section of the country voting
against the Union scheme with an unanimity
unparalleled in the biEtory of any country.
Such was the hostility manifested by the
measure, that out of fifty-seven representait
tives, only three were returned to sustain it,
and those by exceedingly emall majorities.
So far from the country showing an intelli-
gent public sentiment in favor of Union, it is
decidedly opposed to it. Even here i the
metropolitan county, where intelligence and
wealth are supposed to predominate, and
where, it was alleged, the greatest benefits
would accrue froin the measure. by making
Halifax the terminus of the Intercolonial
Railway, and as a consequence the Liverpool
of British America-five members were re-
turned to oppose the scheme. It has also been
etsted that the people of this province, in
voting as they did, were actuated by a desire
to punish the mén who denied them the consti-
tutional right to passupon the mesure, rather
than by any serious objection to Union itself.
The fallacy of this statement is no apparent
that it needs no refutstion from me Will
not the Nova Scotia party in this House bear
testimony to the contrary? It is true they
punished the men who ignored their rights,
and coneidered them wanting in intelligence
to pr3nounce upon the merits or demersts of
one of the most momentous questions ever
offered for publie consideration It is true,
they punished the men who, by an arbitrary
exercise of power, deprived them of their
constitutional right of self-government, who
handed them oVer to extravagant and profili-
gate Canadian polîticians, and gave them the
power of exacting from us the necessary
funds to carry on their projects or their pro-
fiigancy; nut the political prerogative which
gave them the power to punish the barterers
of their country's independence, invested
them at the same time with the privilege of
condemnng a union forced upon them by
fraud and intrigue-a union that, so long
as they remained in it, must leave their com-
merce, their constitution, and their liberties
dependent unon the will and caprice of every
Dominion Ministry, and they now demand of
us, as their representatives, ti at we uee every
constitutional means in our power to release
them from the injustice and oppression of an
act which in their offimion bas neither a legal
nor a moral force It has now been most con-
clusively shown that from the inception of
this measure up to the present moment the

overwhelming Inmjority of the people have
always unmistakably manifested an uncon-
querable repugnance to it. They clearly saw
tht n a House of 181 members, their 19
would be powerlees to affect anything in
their interests; that by this Union they woid
give up their dearest rights and privileges-
their constitution and their liberty-for a
wretched modicum in a Canadian partner-
ship, and become dependent upon majorities
composed of men who cared nothing about
the welfare, sympathized less with the feel-
ings, and knew nothing of the wants, of
Nova Scotia. Whilst snch are the feelings-of
the people of this Province, it is impossible
that a real and solid union, not depending on
an set of Parliament, but upon the mutual
intereeti and the mutual affections of the
people, could' be permanently established
For upwards of a cEntury, both Provinces
have advanced from infancy to manhood,
under the Sgis of the British Crown. We
were always willing to entertain and act upon
every reasonable proposition for free and un-
restricted commercial intercourse, but ever
jealous and watchfnl of our poltical rights
and privileges By a free intercourEe of trade,
or commercial union, both Provinces might
have prospered, without rivalry or jealous,
in separate persons, but having united inter-
est@, under tte protection of our coumon
parent-the Crown and Government of Eng-
land Instead of the people of this Province
desiring political connection with Canada,
they icstnctively shrink from it They ne-
turally dreaded a political connection with a
country in which they beheld a wasteful ex-
travagance on the part of ber publie men,
and, under a high tariff, annual deficits in
her revenue , while they saw their own
country, with a low tariff, making rapid
strides ic commercial and political activity,
and havng an annually increasing surplus
ic our revenue, after making the most liberal
allowances for cour various wants and require-
ments, and erjoy imt a degree of prosperity
not surpssed by any of the sister Colonies
It was Etsted tby the latc Financial Secre-
tary in this House, last session, that in ten
years we had trebled our revenue without
icressed txation-that at the end of every
year since 1862, there was a large increase
over the income of the preceding year; and
this sitatment we find correct when we com-
pars the Customs revenue of 1856 with that
of 1866 In 1856 we had a revenue of $571,-
588, and in 1866, $1,226,198 ; from these
figures it will be perceived that in ten years
we had almost trebled our revenue without
adding ti our tariff Had this state of com-
niercial activity continued ncreasîig for the
next decade, and we have every reason to
behiere that it would, this Province would
have presented a degree of prosperity truly
gratifying to every Nova Scotian. But, sir,
this forced and unfair Union, while it lasts,
forbids us to hope for prosperity and happi-
ness We beboli ic the future nothing but
misery, eubjectioc, and degradation ; and
because the people seek by constitutional
means to free themselves from this vile bond-
age, they are branded as traitors and rebels-
repeatedly bas the charge of disloyalty been
made against the men who have had the firm-
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ries and patriotizm to oppose a measure
which they clearly saw vould be destructive
of the hberties of their country. This olan-
der-this calumny, has not been made agamst
the small minority, but against the overb
whelming majority of the people of this Pro-
vince But, sir, it la untrue that the people
who oppose this measure are dialoyal-for in
no part of the British Dominions can be
foundloyalty and attachment to the Parent
Country of so pure and genuine a character
as that for which the people of this Province
bave ever been distinguished Our loyalty is
of that nature which flows from the heart
without effort. It is to preserve that loyalty
in aIl its purity untainted and unsullied,
that they now seek to te freed from a degra-
ding vassalage, which daily tends ta alienate
us from allegisnce to the British Crown.

The British Parliament, press, and people,
were deceived by the false representations
made to them, as appears by the preamble to
the Imperial Act; and -without giving the
measure that careful and deliberate conside-
ration its magnitude demanded, it was bur-
ried through the Legislature, assuming, as
we are led to believe, from reading the pre-
amble, that the people of this Province
deaired to be confederated to Canada. But,
sir, never was falsehood more glaring and
unqualfied than that which the preamble
contains. Am I not fully borne out in this
assertion when I look around these benches,
and out of thirty-eight gentlemen, see thirty-
six who bave been sent here by men of every
shade and hue of political opinion to declare
tu the British Parliament that the preamble
to this Act of Union is false; and that s far
from the people desiring ta be confederated,
they loathe and detest the measure, and now
eagerly long t be released froi the grievan,
ces to which it subjects them. The advo-
estes of this wrong and spoilation perpetra-
ted on their country, (who fortunately are
few), endeavor to make the people believe
that their efforts for a repeal of the Act will
be unsuccestful. That weshall be told by the
Britsh Parliasment they can do nothing for
us-that we must remamu in this Union; or,
as they term it, accept the situation.

But, sir, I entertain a strong opinion ta the
contrary , let us address the British Parha-
ment in language conveying the sentiments
embodied in the resolutions submitted-' De-
cetvt by fraud and miîrepresentation, and
from a reckless disregard of Our repeated
and emphatit protests, you have done us, the
mot loyal dependency of the British Crown,
a great and serious isjury. We have, by the
result of the recent elections, convinced you
of the great injustice done us, againt which
we warned you by our press, our delegates,
and our petitions, we now moEt respectfully
but firmly demand redress at your hands
We do not approach you in the attitude o
crouching slaves, begging some trifing iu-
stalment of libery, but as British Freemen,
citizens of a hitherto free and happy country,
acknowledging no authority but the Crown
and Government of England. We desire you
t releive us from the baneful operations of
the recent Act of Union, and restore us to
the full esjoyment of our former constitu-
tional rightes and privileges, as a free aove-

reign and independent people, saving our
allegiance to the Bntish Crowa."

Yes, Mr Speaker, I am convinced that
when we thus address them in language at
once firm and differential, and when the
meriti of our case are clearly placed before
the British Government, Legislature, and
people, we shall not fail to secure that mes
sure of redress which it is the traditional
policy of Britain to concede when a proper
case is made out

31R. BLAN0BAReJ'S SIP EECIJ.

Mr BLÂscanRD said -Labouring as I do
under physical pressure of no ordinary char-
acter, I cannot be expected to make any very
lengthy remarks, but I feel compelled to ask
your attention for a short time, whilst I en-
deavour to lay before this House and country
the facts and circumstances connected with
this question, and defend as far as lie su my
power the resolutions which I underetand
was laid yesterday on the table by my hon
friend (Mr Pineo). Before proceeding,
however, to this question, I owe it to the po-
sition which I occupy in this House, to make
some explanat.ons connected with soie re,
marks that were made here a few days ago
It will be remembered that soie discussion
took place between the Attorney General and
m, self respectisg the formation of the pre.
sent government. I ststed that I would ap-
ply to Ris Excellency the Lieutenant Gover-
nor for leave to declare t this Houase and
country the,circumstances under which the
present government were formed, and who it
was had advised sending for Mr. Mcleffey.
I did this in consequence of a statement. made
by the hon. meiber for Hants and the hou
Attorney General, that it was to be presumed
and that this country was bound topresume,
that, in the absence of a denial from myself,
I adviaed the step su question. Although I
regret very muci that 1 am not at this mo-
ment at liberty to declare under what cir-
custances and by what advice the hon Mr.
McHetley was sent for, yet I feel free ta read
the folcewing co'reespondence between His
Excelleney and myself:

A few days ago I addressed the following
letter ta His Excellency on tue subject :-

H ALIFAx, Feb. 6, 1868.
To Hs Excellency Major General Doyle,

Lieut Governor of Nova Scotia, &c , &c
The Attorney General and one of the mem-

bers for Hants bave assert2d in their places
in Parlament that it was probable that Mr
McHeffey had been sent for ta forms the pre-
sent Government by my advice,-

Knowîng that there is no foundation for
the statement, I yet feel that I am restrained
by my oath ot oice from disctostag the real
facts of the case,-

I beg leave therefore moEt respectfully to
request that your Excellency would so far re-
lease me from this abiîgation as ta enable
me publicly to state such circumstances as
came to my knowledge on the subject referred
to while I held the othee of Attorney General
and leader of the late Government.

I have the honor to be,
Your Excellency's most obdt. servt.,

HintAi BtacuiIAgu.
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To the foregoing letter I received the fol-
lowing reply --

Govf.RNEr HoCSE,

SIR,- Halifax, 7th February, 1868

I am directed by His Excellency the Lieut-
enant Governor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 6th instant, and to tate
ta you in reply that Ris Excellency regrets
that he does not feel at liberty to comply with
the requet you therein made to him, as he
considers that by so doing he should estab-
118h an inconvenient and improper prece-
dent

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Fervant.
HARRY MoonY

Hiram Bianchard, EEq., M P. P

Now I shall say nothing on the subject of
the precedent referred to, although I belheve
it has been done before, and very recently in
Canada; but His Excellency, in declarng
that I was not at lhberty to make any disclo-
sures as to what occurred, shows that the
Attorney General was entirely wrong in the
statements he made on the occasion referred
to To hare declared, as the Attorney Gen-
eral said I was at lioerty ta declare, the cir-
cumstances and facts of the advice which 1
had given to His Excellency-supposing I
gave any at all-would not have been proper
for me, for His Excellency regrets that he is
obliged to refuse me the required permis,
Sion.

Now, before I come to the Eubject of the
resolutions, let me ask the attention of the
House for a few moments to one or two
ttternents that have been made by the hon.

member for Richmond. I muet say, in all
justice to that hon member, that he has ac-
quitted himeeif as I expected he would-with
credit and respectabiîty He bas not in-
dulged in any personal allusion or bard hits
at myself He has brought forward his ar-
guments, and with his manner and temper I
am entirely satisfied. He spoke of the county
and city of Hatifax in connection with the
resuit of the recent elections He said that
the city of Halifax, notwithstandîng it was
expected to become the Liverpool of the New
Dominion, had returned five members against
Union Now, as I am instructed, the city of
Halifax proper gave a cons.derable vote m
lavor of Union If that be so, then let it
never he said again that there is nct a majo-
rity of the respectabihty, weight and influn
ence of the city of Halifax in favor of Con-
federation It the centre of influence, intelli-
gence and wealth bas given auch a response,
then let not the aseertion be repeated that all
the merchants and bankers of Halifax are op-
posed to the Union of British Anerica.

Before goîng any further I wil ask the
government to allow me to add a clause to
the amendment whet has been laid on the
tible. Now, it la not too much to Eae, and
I would be very sorry to state, that the Attor-
ney Generai does not possess a large amount
of legal abihty, and considerabie knowledge
of the constitat:onal law of this country. I
am sorry that I am oblîged to attach to him
the paternity of a string of resolutioJs such

as I do not hesitate to say were neverbefore
put upon the table of any Colonial Legisla-
ture. They contan statcments of constitu-
tional law ut'crly at variance with the hiE-
tory of Great Britain durng the last two
hundred years, and if, before I am done, 1 do
not convict him and the government which
he leads in this House by the authority of
stateEmen as much superior to him as it ta
possible to be, of havîng brought forward a
set of resolutions opposed toto cole to the
whole constituttonat law of Great Britan,
then I say that I shahl egregiourly fail in
what I have undertaken These resolutions,
I have said, do not contain what, in my opur-
ion, is the constitutioual law of this country
Speaking, as I do, for the Confederaton
party in this Province, I would be very sorry
to see one word or line of these resolutions
aitered I hope they will be laid at the foot
of the Throne just as they are now. I hope,
when they are so laid, they wil he accompa-
nied by the resolutions which I have been
obiged ta prepare hastily in the condit:on
in which I have been for tome days past, as
the expression of the Opinion of the minority
of this House, emall tough ilt may be.

In the first resolution we are told "that the
nembera of the Legislative Asscmbly of this

Province, elected in 1863, simply to legislate
under the Colonial Constitution, had no au-
thorty to make, or consent to, any material
change of such constitution, without having
first submitted the same to the people at the
polls " I undertake ta say that this ta the
first time outside of Nova Scotia in the his-
tory of any legialative or delhberative assem-
bly under the British constitution, that such
a doctrine of constitutional law bas everbeen
laid down. That question was discussed at
the last session of this legisilature. Authority,
able authority, was brought down by Mr
Archibald, controverting the statement in the
most conclusive manner, and not a single
gentleman belonging to the late opposition
was able to support the position he took by
a single precedent, or even by a dictum of
any man who is looked upon as a great au,
thority. Even at the risk of repeating wbrt
I said last winter, I will remark on what us
the mesning of an appeal to the people. In
the adjoining Repubie there is a machinery
by which an appeal to the people can be
carried out. If a question is submitted to
any legislature. whether State or Generai,
and it be thought necessary to obtain the as-
sent of the people-and remember the coun-
try alongside uns is an unumixed democracy-
what is the course pursued ? They send to the
people to hold sconvention on the subject
before the legislature meets, and they are ex-
pectedt vote aye or no The convention meets
-it is not called upon to express an opinion
upon an3 other subject except the one sub-
mitted to it. Suppose the convention decide
that tbis change in the constitution should
be carried out, what then Does tht legisîl-
turt take that as the opinion of the people'
No, they send it again to the polls, and have
the popular voice upon it E7ery man is
guven a tallot ticket, on which he records
bis vote. Finally this vot2 is counted, and
the popular feeling is thereby ascertained.
Have we any such mach:nery as that Did



anybody ever hear of such an arrangement
nder the IBritish Constitution ? When the

hon. Attorney General can convince the Go-
vernment and Parliament of Great Britain
that the Republic of the United States is the
only model upon which we muât formi our
constitution, then he can expect them to pay
any attention to these extraordinary resolu-
tions

But we are Britih subjects, and such a
thing as an appeal to the people at the polls,
under udich circumstances, was never heard of
snce the time of the Magna Charta I ask
the Attorney General to rise, in hi place,
and show us a precedent in Britishhistory,
if he cn I ask the hon. member for Anna-
polis to rub up his knowledge of Englieh bis-
tory, and then come here and give us an ex-
ample where any great statesman of Great
Britain, since the time of Magna Charta
thought it wise to dissolve the Legislan
ture whilst the government couldl carry on
the business of the coantry. Sir Robert Peel
will be acknowledged 'as having been one of
the greateet statesmen of his times, "and what
bas he told us? Be had given the Reform
Bill his Inost unremitting opposition, but
after it was carried, what did he say? Did
he say, " The people are againkt, and we
must repealit." 8lpeaking after bis electibn,
te the eleetors of Tamworth-in the presenice
of the whole nation-he said that the meansure
whiqh he had fought against, inch by inch,
having been carried, the man who would
venture to appeal to the people in reference
to a question which had beeh settled by Pir-
liament. was 'an enemy to his country. He
accepted the situation-he acknowledged that
the only constitutional mode of proceeding
was through the Patliament of the country.

Sir Robert Peel, on the subject of Catho:ic
Emancipation, has said, and I am now read-
ing from his speeches •

"'He had no notion of the prejudices of the
people overruling the deliberations of the
Legislature. The Parlisment was better able
to form a just opinion upon quettiona of this
nature than the uninformed, and whatever
mnight be the opposition which Parliament
might experience, it was still bound to set an
example of justice and wisdom; that being
done, he was sure the people would soon
coincide in their decision."

Further on lie says:
" With respect to the general question, he

had~on so many occasions stated lis deliberate
opinion upon it, that he felt it scarcely ne-
cessary to do more than refer to what lie had
repeatedly stated, and to declare his firm etd-
herence thereto. He considered it an impor-
tant question in point of policy (dismissing
the questions of justice and good faith) as it
affected the general constitution of the coun-
try, and with reference té its bearing on the
prosperity of the Empire. With respect to
the firet, he muet say he thought the removal
of aIl civil disabilities, and the laying down
of the principle that there should be no dis-
tinction in respect to religious opinions, and
no barrier between a Professor of the Roman
Catholic faith and that of the Protestant Esa
tablished Chuch, was a materzal change zn
the constitutcon Qf the country.
If the constitution were to be considered the
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King, Lords and Commons, it would be sui.
verting that constitution to admit Catholins
tb the privileges they sought; it vould be an
important change i the state of the constitlu
tion as established at the Revointion." -

I give this to- show that Sir Bobert Pe1p
looked upon Catholie Emancipation a a most
important and material change inéthe conti-
tution of Great Britaut. He goes on to sy':

"I know that at lias been saidhth inU826
there had not been sufficient warnmg. No,
forsooth, we ought to hve aronued tieon-
try by the cry of ' No Popery." Never, air,
never, under any circumstances. The Par-
tanent, and the Parhcament alone, iwn- 1

ever acknowledge to be the fitaudge pf 1he
zeportant question. The people at laMge
may express their feelings and opinios, ad
they should always be received itth defer-
ence, but, sir, we are not bound to conform
to those op;nions, or to refer to their decision
questions affecting the general interestsof ise
country, or which it is the peculiar province
of the Parliament to decide "

Catholic Emancipatioti was carried to the
glory of the British people, and uas ever
soce remained one of the priuciplas f
the British consatitution. What did 51r
Robert Peel say when it was passd?
The Legielature ias fixed it ùpon thi' con-
try, it has become part of the constitutowVu-
der which I and every gentleman Viho la seate
ed here lives, and we are bound to submit.
Are we then to be told by the Attorney Gen-
eral and Government of Nova Seotia that4èS
Parliament has no pover to affect snychange
in the constitutlon. Further on Sir Robert
Peel says:-

" As to the appeal to the country, let him
ask lon. members to consider whether It
would be wise to set such a precedent as to
declare teir own incompetency to legislate
upon any question which, the Crown may
think proper to suibmit to their i considera-
tion ? Would they su far stultify themselves
as to begin to consider what questions they
were competent to debate ? Supposing they
were to make auch an appeal to the country,
how many questions do they think would rise
thereafter,n which it would be aid to.them:-
' There i a precedent set you by the Parlia-
ment of 1829 which dissolved itself, because.it
felt itself incompetent to act, and y an follo*
its example?' I deny, sir, the necessity for
making such a precedent. No ; we will not
stultify ouraelves so much as to say that we
are not supreme as Io every measure of legis
lataon whzch may come before us "

The gentlemen opposite should go and ait
at the teet cf British statesmenand learn the
true principles of English constitutional law,
before they come here and make the declara-
tion which they do. I do not mean to say
that the Attorney General is not as -capable
as myself of explaining constitutioiial law,
but I sk them in aIl seriousness before they
ask this House to forget that they are British
subjects-to swallow what I feel confident
they will be only too glad to disgorgaat some
future time-before they make themselves the
laughing stock of British America, I ask
them to pause. I now come to the speech of
the same great statesman on another impor-
tant question. I will ask the House to recall
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the history of the Corn Laws of Great Brit-
ain. I shall not go into a lengthy history of
this question, but everybody knows that Sir
Robert Peel had opposed the abolition of the
Corn Lave for a very considerable period. He
did so while he vas leader and premier of
the British Ministry; and after a long dis-
cussion on the subject he thourht it neces-

ary to change his opinion. Who does Dot
know that when the measure was passed he
vas attacked in a style which is not often
heard in any legislative body. He was ex-
posed to a merciless storm of vituperation,
and when nothing seemed to avail his ene-
mies called upon him to dissolve the House
and appeal to the people. Then Sir Robert
Peel laid down the doctrine that whilst he
oould carry on the affairs of the country no-
body had a right to dissolve the House. He
said •

But my honorable friend says he did not object to
ilt as impeding the formation of a protection govern-
ment, but as preventing a dissolution, and my
honorable friend and others have blamed me for not
advising a dissolution of Parliament. In my opinion.
It vould have been utterly inconsistent with the duty
of a Minister to advise a dissolution of Parliament un-
der the particular circumstances ln which this ques-
tion of the Corn Law was placed Why should it be
so ntterly impossible for this Parliament ta deal with
the prement proposition ? After the election lu 1841.
this Parliament passed the existing Corn Law, which
diminisbed protection, this Paroiament pansed the
tarif destroying.altogether the system of prohibition
with respect to food; this Parliamentq passed the
Canada Cors Bill; why should ilt exceed the fonctions
of this Parlisment to entertain the present proposition ?
But upon much higher ground I would mot consent ta
a dissolution. That indeed, I tbink, would have been
a " dangerous precedent"ifor a Minister to admit that
the existing Legialature was itcompetent to the enter-
tainment of any question, that ls a precedent which I
would not establih. Whatever may have been the
circumstances that may have taken place at an elec-
tion I nover would sanction the view that any House
of Cominons l Incompetent to entertain a measure
that is necessary for the well being of the community.
If you were to admit that doctrine, yon would shake
the foundations on which many of the best laws are
placed. Why. that doctrine was propoanded at the
time of the union between England and Ireland, as it
had been prvilously at the time of the union bctween
England and Scotland. It was maintainod ln Ire
land very vehmently, but it was not maintalned in
this country by Mr. Fox It was siightly adverted to
by Mr Sheridan at the time when the message with
regard to the union wan delivered. Parliament had
bren elected vithout the slghtest reason ta believe ut
would resolve that ilts functions were to be fused and
mixed with those of another Legislature, namely, the
Irish Parliament, and Mr. Sheridar slightly hinted it
as an objection to the competency of Parlisment. Mr
Pitt met that objection at the outset ln the folloving
manner. Mr Pitt said -" The first objection is what
I heard alluded to by the honorable gentleman op-
posite to me, when His Maiesty's message wa brought
down, namely, that the Parliament of Ireland is in-
competent to entertain and discuss the question, or
rather, to net upon the measure proposed withoot hav-
.ing previously obtained the consent of the people of
Ireland, their constituents This point sir, is of so
-n.uch importance that I think I ought not to suffer
the opportunity to pans without illu-trating more fully
irhat 1 mean. If this principal of the incompetency
of Parhiarnent o the decision of the meaunre be adm
zmtted, or if it be contended that Parliament has no
legitimate authority to discuns and decide upon it.
y.u will be driven to the necessity of recognizing a
principle the most dangerous that ever was adopted in
any civilized tate, I mean the principle that Parlia-
ment cannot adopt any measure, new In its nature
and of great importance, without appealing to the
constituent and delegating authority for direction If
that doctrine be true, loo to what an extent it wil

oarry yo. If such an argument could be set up and
maintained, you acted vithout any legitmate auuor
ity when you created the representation of the
Principality of Wales or cf either of the counties pala-
tine of England Every law that Parbament ever
made, wiLthout that appeal, eiLther as to ils own frame
and constitution, as to the qualification of the electors
or th elected. as to the great and fundamental point
of the succession to the Crown. wa a breach of treaty
and an act of usurpation " Then Mr PIt asked, if
they turned to Ireland berself, what would they say
to the Protestant Parilament that destroyed the ex-
cliusive Protestant franchise, and admitted the Roman
Catholice tc vote vithout any fresh appea ? Ur Pitt
went on .-

" What must be said by those who have at any
ime been friands to any plan of parliamentary re-

form, and particularly such as have been most re-
cently brought forward. eiLther in Great Britain or
Ireland ? Whatever may have been thought of the
propriety of the mesure, I never heard any doubt of
the competency of Pariament to consider and discus
it. Tet I defy any man to maintain the principle cf
those plans without contending that, as a member of
Parloament, he possesses a right to concur in dis-
franchising those who sent him to Parliament. and to
select others. by whom he wa not elected, ln their
stead I am sure that no sufmcient distction, ln
point of principle, can be successfully maintained for
a single moment; nor should I deem it necessary to
dwell on this point in the manner that I do, were I
not convinced that it Is connected in part with aIl
those faise and dangerous notions on the subject of
Govenment which have lately become too prevalent
in the world." Mr Pitt contended therefore, that
Parliament had a right to altar the succession ta the
Throne, to incorporate vith itself another legislature,
to disfranchise its constituents, or associate others
vith them Why, Io it possible for a Etnister now
to advise the Crown to dissolve Parliament on the
ground that it is inoompetent to entertau the ques-
tion what this country shal do vith the Corn Law '
There could not be a more dangerous example, a more
purely demecratie precedent, if I may so say, than
that thLis Parliament should be dissolved, on ground
of its incompetency to decide any question of this
nature. I am open to the charge, therefore. if it be
one, that I did advise Her Majesty to permit this mea
sure to be brought forward in the prescnt Parliament

I ank gentlemen now to pause and consider
the doctrines laid down by these great consti-
tutional authorities, which are to be found
in the Legislative Library-that Parliament
is paramount in these matters, and has the
power of carryoug them out. Let us not
bear gentlemen endeavorîng to introduce
the American demooratic system into this
British dependency, whose glory it should be
that its constituticn is based on that of free
England I have shown you that at a time
when the principles of the American and
French revolutions were mustilled into men's
minds, Sir Robert Peel came forward and
said : never shall we go contrary to the prin-
ciples of our constitution, and adopt the de-
mocratic ides; we ibelieve now, as we have
always believei, that Parliament itself is su-
preme.

Under those circumstances I appeal to thi
House, and ask them whether they will re.
coneider the position in which they stand.
It is possible that after proper consideration
they may see the absurdity and folly of pla-
cing on record such resolutions as those that
have been introduced. Now I ask the hon
Attorney General whether the House of Com-
mons was elected for the consideration of the
question of Catholic emancipation. We aU
know that it was not. Sir Robert Peel ad-
mitted as much, but he and his friends in a
atatesmanlike mauner opposed any attempt
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to tell the people of Bngland that the Par-
liament should go back and ask their advice
in reference to a great constitutional change.
The Corn Law of Great Britain prevented
any corn being imported into the kingdom
except it was subject to a large duty. The
duty was intended to protect the agricultural
interest of Great Britain, which ha always
been so very powerful in that country, that
it would not have been surprising if the
Corn Law@ had remained many years longer
a motive of continual agitation.

Sir Robert Peel, acknowledgng the face of
the opinions in favour of the abolition of
theme corn laws, came forward and moved in
the matter. Who has ever been found in the
British House of Commons to get up and de-
clare that Sir Robert Peel did not strictly ad-
here te the principles of the Britisheonstitu-
tion in the course he pursued. He carried
triumphantly through the House of Com-
mon this importent measure, which has ever
since remained untouched. If Sir Robert
Peel could do that, was not this Legislature
in a position to carry the measure submitted
to it Sir Robert Peel has emphatically told
us that Catholic Emancipation was an altera-
tion in the constitution. Before the passage
of that measure, no man could occupy
any position in the Government of Great
tritain unless he was a Protestant and took
the oath of supremacy; that was as much a-
part of the British constitution as the House
of Lords itself. To the honor of Nova Scotia
be it said, that some time before Great Britain
broke down that principle, this Parliament
came forward and allowed Catholes to sit in
the Legislature. -

What more, air? What did the british
Government do in 1820 ? The Island of
Cape Breton possessed a separate consti-
tution; it had a Governor and a Gov-
ernment of its own independent of the
Province of Nova Scotia The Houe of
Commons came in and by a single Act,
containing perhaps not a dozen lines amal-
gamated the island with Nova Scotia. The
island was given only two members in a Le-
gislature of 40 men. Who, then, ever beard
of the people of Cape Breton beîng granted
an appeal? Who ever heard that this law
was not binding upon the people of the Is.
land. They resorted to every constitutional
means to repeal it. It may be added that
Cape Breton bad no Parliament of its own,
and without being consulted in any measure
it was sannexed to the adjoining Province.
Representing as I do one of the most flourishe
ing countiea of the Island, I undertake to
say that you will not find a man from one
end of Cape Breton to the other, who would
now ask for a repeal of the Union. There
were some Bepealers for a few years, but now
they are as scarce as I think Repealers of the
larger Union will be in this Province itwenty
years hence.

I feel that I ara speaking here not simply
in the name of Cumberland and Inverness,
but in that of the great Confederate party of
Nova Scotia, and I regret it that they are so
inadequately represented here. What was
the original constitution of this country ?
There vere forty gentlemen sitting here then.
One of the fondamental principles was a re-

presentation of forty men, and those seected
for the most part from particular localitie.
A few townships, such as Falmouth, absorb.
ed a large portion of the representation in
the Assembly. The Legislature stepped in
and handed & portion of that representatiort
o Cape Breton. Was it then urgdd that the
township of Falmouth, and other plaîes af-
fected, should beconsulted-tbat there should
be an appeal to the people before the repre-
sentation was interfered with ? The consti-
tution of the country was then invaded in a
high-handed manner, if we are to believe the
doctrines of the hon. gentleman, by the Le-
gislature of that day. But what more? At
the close of the Parliament in 1858, a bill was
brought in altering the representation of
this country. That measure vas passed
through this Legislature, although it was a
material change in the constitution, without
a word being said about an appeal to the
people. This measure was strongly opposed,
but did its opponents say that the measure
was unconstitutional when they came back
bere ? No one was ever heard to declare that
law was unconstitutional, and attempt to
repeal it. We sat>ere from 1859 to 1863, and
at the close of oui legislative career what did
we do? I had then the. honour of following
the leadership of Mr. Howe, and assisting
hipn in forwarding measures which I belisved
verse for the best interests of this country.
A bill was passed in 1863 again, to touch tke
representation of the country-to cut Inver-
nets into two parts, and make other changes;
but who then beard the argument that it was
unconstitutional because the people bad not
passed on it at the pol.e ? I may be told bye-
and-bye that the measure did not touch the
constitution of the country. Did not the op.
position of that day feel that it was a delibe-
rate attempt to alter our constitution? They
succeeded in defeating it, it will be remem-
bered, in the other branch of the Legislature.
What more? Did we go further than that?
We passed a measure-one which I hope will
continue to be the law of this country for a
long time to come. We came in elected on
universal, suffrage; I came in myself by a
vote of 5 or 6000 people. By one swoop we
swept out of existence what was then consi-
dered to be one-third, but which is now
known to be one-fourth of the constituency
that sent us bore. No member of the Legisla.
ture bas ever had the hardihood to'come in
and ask that it be repealed. Did any man
get up and say that the Legialature was ex.
ceeding its power ? Will any one say that
that Act was not binding upon the peuple of
this country. It ia true ve were prevented
from baving that Act carried into effect at
that general election, but that does not affect
my present argument.

I have given you what I consider te be a
very bigh authority on the power of Parha-
ment in connection with the passage of the
Reform Bill and the Catholic Emancipation
Act in Great Britain. What more? Who
does not know that Great Britain, for many
years, bas been divided inte two parties-
that the Whig and Tory, or Liberal and Con.
servative parties, have been the two great
contending partes ? From timeto time one
of these parties ha. managed public affairs.
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It fi within the memory of everybody that
very recently a Reform Bil was brought
into thé English Parisament That was cerx
Wtnly " a material change " in the constitu-
tion. How many tens of thousando did the
measure add to the electors of Great Britain "
That nessure was brought into the Com-
mons, but who, reading the records cf that
body, will find the argument used that an
appeal should be made to the people? That
bill was defeated by whom? By the Conter-
vative party, Mr. D sraeli at its head Tney
opposed t on the ground that it was too
democrattc and republican a measure The
Ministry changed hande, and what then'
Did the Ministry who came into power then
dissolve the Parliament ' No eir They
said they would go on with the public affairs,
and tbey did so What more' A few montos
ago we saw întroduced IDto the House of
Commobs a Reform Bill, the democratic cha-
racter of which was infinîtely beýond that
previously defeated Not a E1Dple word
about a dissolut.on was said I sek the
House and country, then, if I have not euo-
mnstted authorities which fairly answer the
resolutions which have been submitted " The
Government mty have made up their mmd
to paes these resolutions, but I trust there
are gentlemen here prepared to deal with the
question on its merits, and not w.11n to be
led away by claptrap

I was unfortunately unable to .ttend 3eQ
tsrday, and therefore I hope if I misque t
anythitig said by the Attorney General that
you will allow me to be corrected through
you, air But having obtained notes of cer-
tain hemarks that were made from the mos:
reliable information, I shall endeavor to dç
with the questton ns well as I con I under-
stand that tht Attorney General yesterdah
toldthe House that bis remarks were made
after the fullest deliberation. Undee these
circumstances we must expect Chat the hon
uentleman would not make any statement
ihat he was notable to defend One of his

statements was, I am informed-one which
went through the whole substratum of hs
speech-that this Colony is m a different po-
sition from ary other n regard to is consti-
tution

Bon. ATToR-NEY GENERL-I d1d ntt say
that.

Hon. SprsuER-It would be better if the
hon. gentleman would confine himEelf to
what he has heard himself

Hon ATTORNEY GENEILAL-t may mention
to the hon gentleman that my speeco is noW
tn preas.

Mr. BnaocE ost-I cannot, however, resist
the temptation of noticing one or two points
in the hon gentleman's observations I
thinktChat I know something about the cher-
4e'red conttitutions of these countries -that I
am aware of the differences between a con-
quered country and one seîtled originally by
Englishmen When Englishmen Eettled tn
any country they carried with them tne law
and constitution of the parent State-they
continued to possess the rights and privileges
of Engliahmen. The Attorney General said
that this Province was given to Queen Anne
and her heirs forever Wh at does that
meau - Was it given for her own use? No;

aIl her rights were subject to the authority
of the British Parliament and constitution.
This Province belongs to Her iMajesty, but
no more than any county in England. The
Queen alone, it is true, can give any author-
ity over the lands of the country. By ber
royal authorit> and letters patent she con-
fers upon any person whom she may choose
any portion of the territory, subject to cere
tain conditions. I unhesitatingly affirm,
however, that this country is no more the
property of Queen Anne than any part of
England, Ireland or Scotland

But I admit this, and I would be sorry to
deny it, that if the Sovereign choose to grant
a particular authority to any part of the do-
minions to eEtablish Courts of Justice or
Courts of Parliament, that authority is irre-
vocable We have been told that with reard
to a certain IEland it was said that the King
having given to a nobleman authority to
govcrn by an Assembly,j and the authority
being altered, the Lords of the Privy Council
decided the aiteration to be void. Admitting
for a moment, for I have been unable to find
the case, that there bas been a decision tiat
some act of the King of England, in reference
to the constitution of a colony was invalid, I
ask the At torney General to find me a case in
which the Lords of the Privy Council ever
lared 1o say that an Act of Pariament was
vod I challenge any lawyer in the country
to find a case in British records from Magna
Charter to the present hour, in which any
Judge or any body of Judges ever dared to
sa3 that an Act of the British Parliament ws
void No such case can be found, for such a
decision wout strike at the root of the au-
thLrity uncer whsch Parhiament exists.
n hen we go to tue neighboring repubic we
cte tat iii view of the democratic leanmgs,

and a de'mre to avoid the extreme measures to
which tne legielature might be led, there is

ni'ecn to the Judges of the Supreme Court,
wnen an Act is pasedl in direct contraven-
.,ou f the const'tution, authority to say that
inat Act is void But not a une cau be
quoted from any B:itish Judge or Court to
show that an Act of Parliament is not bind-
ng on all the people in the country. I
undertake, therefore, to say that the Attorney
General put upon his resolutions a statement
which all the Judges of Great Britain coma
oined vould not venture to make, for I repeat
that no authority in the realm ever declared
that any Act, no matter how tyrrannical and
nsulting to the feelings of the country was

void. In every such case the people must
submit until, by consattutional means, they
obtain the repeal of the enactment. It was
said that Nova Scotîa was ceded to Queen
Anne and ber heirs forever. I recollect when
I was a boy hearing that tome gentlemen,
calling themselves Baronets of Nova Scotia,
had come to the B-itish Pariament and saidi
that Nova Sootma belongcd to thema because
soe Qaeen or King had given them a grant
of this Province They were only laughed at
for their pains, but there was about as much
sese in those gentlemen saying that the
country belonged to them, as to isay that it
belonged to the Queen or LKing in ber or hia
personal right. This country is not the pri-
vate property of tht Sovereign. The Atty.
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Gneral told us it was Queen Anne's and her
heirs' forever,-I vould like to see him with
all his acumen and industry, work ont the
family tree which would make Nova Scotis,
even in that case, the property"of Qaeen Vic-
toril

(The usual hour for adjournment havîng
come Mr Blanchard intimated that he wonl1
resume bis address in the morning

The debate was adjourned

MISCELLANEoUS.

Hon PEov. SEcy. announced the recerpt of
a draft for 3520 fron the Coune-l of the
County of Ontario n aid of the fund for the
relief of distressed fishermen.

Hon. PRov. Src laid on the table Minutes
of Connoil in reference to the appointment of
Legislative Councillors

Also a statement of the Trade and Com-
merce for the urne months endng 30th June.

Mr. KisroN asked the Government to lay
on the table a statement shewing the amount
provided to pay the firet instalment and in-
terest on $4000 borrowed on the credit of the
County of Victoria, also shewing how the
road grant for 1857 was expeneed for that
County, how it was drawn, sud wbat num-
ber of Commissions was issued

Mr CwrBELL presented a pet.tion pray-
ing tbat the privileges extended to certain
ports by chap. 798 Revised Statutes, be ex-
tended to Port Hood

Mr PorEo presented a petition from D
MoPhee, a feFryman, asking reminetation
for boats which were lost in a beavy storm.

Mr. NoarInUr introduced a bill to enable
the Commissioners of Schools, of Halifax, to
erect a sohool bouse on land demised to them
by the City. He also presented a petition
against the bill Both were referred Io the
Committee on Education He also presented
a petition from James Tucker and others, for
a special grant for the road from Turns' Bsy
ta Sambro

Mn MoREIsoN presented a petition from
Charles Turter, asking to be remunerated
for twiue and rope lost in its transport by
the Railway Department. The petition was
referred to the Committee on Manufactures

Mr. CocoRAN introduced a bill ta amend
the Act incorporatîng the Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation of Halifax. Aleo a
bill relative to the storing of oil sud Petro-
leum in the city of Halifax

Mr. CaAs presented a petition from
the overseers of the poor of Truro, aeking a
furtber allowance for the support of transient
poor.

Mr. McDONALO asked the Government to
lay on the table s statement of the number of
patients admitted to the Hospital for the
Insane mince its establishment, and of other
statistie of the Institution.

Mr. PiNEo askqd the Government to lay on
the table aIl papers relating to a complaint
made by - Fraser against Mr Bigelow, a
Justice of the Peace for the County of Cum-
berland

Mr. PuRDY said that as the 28th June last
was a memorable day in relation to our pub-
lie affairs, he would ask the Government to
lay on the table an abstract of the Minutes
of Council for that day, shewing the other

appointments then made, and, in addition, a
statement shewing ail the appointments made
hy the Hill-Blanchard Government since lut
July He sId he would also request the
Government to state their policy in reference
to these appointments.

Mr CoPELAN.-D presented a petition from a
mill ewner of Pictou asking fot the opening
of a rosd

Hon Mr FrccssoNt pres"nted a petition
fron Messrs. McLelan snd Carrie asking an
increase of pay. Also a petition from i-
habitants of Low Point askîng for a road to
Lingan.

Hou Mr Troor presented a petitio from
Andrew Henderson for the openug of a rosd
Also a petition from J G. Balcam et al trui-
tees of a school section, for aid in erecting a
schocl house instead of ont burnt down.

Mr. DEsBEIsAY presented a petition fron
the inhabitants of Mill Cove asking for a
rosd.

The House adjourned.

WErLss»AÂy, Feb. 12.

The House met at Il o'clock.
Hon ATTOENEY GENERAL intrOduced a

number of acts to incorporate the Eureka
Gold Mniug Co., the Ontario Gold Miniug
Co , the Kînpton and Sherbrooke Gold Min-
ing Co , the Wentworth and Sherbeooke Gold
Miniug Co , the Alpha Gold Mining eo. Alto
an sot to enabe the firewards of the town of
Pictou to borrow certain money.

Mr. CAVPBELL presented' a petition from
Margaree in reference t money.

Mr. HoopER, two petitions from Richmond.
Mr. WrirE, a petition from ID. McDonald

and James MoNeil, of Little Glace Bay, with
reference to a coal claim granted 4o others,
they ask compensation. The petition was
referred to the Committee on Mines and
Minerals.

Hon. J. FERGussoON introduced a bill to in-
corporate the Glace Bay and Cape Breton
Railway Company A bill to incorporate the
Gardiner Coal Mining Company in C. B.
Also a petition from the trustees of Schools
in Sydney, praying that no material change
be made in the School Law.

Hon. ATToRNEY GtBEAL introduced a bill
to incorporate the Montreal Coal Mîning As-
sociation; a bill to incorporate the Hayden and
Derby Miming Co ; a bill to incorporate the
Mount Uniacke Mining Co.

JIB. BLANCRAR»D8 SPEECH.
(coX.cLrDM )

The adjourned debate was then resumed.
Mr BL.ANcaAEn rose and said:-Last even,

îng, by the kidness of the Government and
the House, I was permitted the privilege of
concluding my speech to-day, on the very
important question under consideration.
Having now before me the full report of the
hon Attorney General's remarka, I shall
proceed to notice it as fully as possible But,
iu the first place, I would ask leave to move
the resolutions rn amendment to those intro-
duced by the government, which my hon.
friend (Mr. Pineo) laid on the table on Mon-
day, for the information of the House. The
followiBg are the resolution.-
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To trike ont all the words after the word " that,"
ta the firut Une and subsutute the following -

1st-The Iaw making power ever snoe the Province
of Nova Sectia possessed a Legilaature,-subject ai-
ways to the Royal prerogative and constitutional en-
actments or the Imperial Partiament whether exercis-
ed in reference to the existîng corstituton or to any
othrr subject of a Provincial character-is, and ever
bas been vested, and of right ought to vest in the
tIeutenan, Governor, the Legislative Council and the
Bonre of As embly for the time bemrg

2nd-The right of the Imperial Parhiament to pro-
vide, to change or to alter the Constitution cf a Br.tish
Province or Colony is undoubted, has been repeated-
ly exercised and canant and ought not to be called in
question.

3rd-The Resolutn cf (he 10th cf April 1866
which passed both branches of the Nova Scotta
Legislature, did not necessarily contemplate a Con-
federation of ail the British North American Provinces,
nor were the delegates to be appointed thereunder in
any way limited or Inst-ucted as to hoy many or
which of the British North American Provinces shoutd
be included within such Confederation Nor whether
Prince Edward's Island and Nevfouadland shouid or
should not be of the number Nor did the terms of
that Resolution require that each of the Colonies
shoauld be represented by an equal number of De-
legates.

4th-That, before the Committee of Public Accounts
have reported upon the financial condition of the
Province, and In the absence of any reliable data to
show the effect of the working of the new constiution,
the British North America Act, 1867, and Her
Majesty's Proclamation thereunder, have not been in
operation sufficiently long to warrant any authorita-
tive expression of opinion on the part of this Legisla-
turc, as to the effect to be produced upon Canada, er
aay Province of Canada, much lets to justify an as
sertion that it tIl reduce tie Province of Nova Scotia
to the degraded eonditîon of a dependency of Canada
-Nova Scotis being by the Act in question a con-
stituent part of Canada, wîth a fair representation in
both branches of the Canadian Legialatture

f5tih That the Railway debt of Nova Scotia in the
year 1863 amounted to $4,000,000 upon which inter-
est was chargeable and paid at the rate of six per
centum per Snnum, amounting to $240,000 That the
policy of the Government and Legislature has bean
snce then largely to increaus the publie debt and ex-
pend the amount borrowed in the construction of Rail-
ways and other public works. That the fucded debt
of the Province is now $5,000,000 and upwards the
inferest upon which amounts now to $180,000 and up-
wards, which, if tie Bitish North America Act, 1867.
had never passed, would have necessitate a very con-
siderable nse in the tariff of Nava Ecota, even if there
had been no fallng off In importa, or a greattydamn
ished vote for the publie service

6th--That fundamental and material changes of the
Constitutions of Britich Provinces both lu the Estern
and Western Hemispheres have from tume, to time, as
occasion required, been made, as well by the Imperial
Parliament, as by Despatches emanating from Dowmng
Street-and the Constitution of Nova Scatia guarantee-
àng Responsible Government as it has existed, and at
present existe, and In many other of its most Impor-
tant features rests upon the authority of Despatches of
successive Secretaries of State for the Colonies.

7 That the Ltgislature of Nova Ecotia. in the Ses-
sion of 1967, recognired the British North American
Act of 1867, and Chapter 1, after providing for a recon-
struction of departmental offices and the salary of in-
cumbents in Section 9, specially refers ta said Act as
about ta ' be brought into full operation by ler Majes-
ty's Proclamation," chap 2, pased durîng the s3me
Session reducing the number of representatives in any
fature House of Assembly. adapted the Locil Consti
tution to the cond.tion of things Chapter 8 dirables
Senators and Members of the Bouse of Commons of
Canada to hold seats in the Legislatu-e of Nova Sco-
tia and Chapter 17 provides where ne election of
members to serve n the House cf CImons of Canada
and the Legislative Assembly, is to be hcld

8 That the expression of opinion on the part of the
Nova Scotia Legislature of the date of the 10th April,
1866, ' that It was desirable that a Confederation of
the British Norti American Provinces should take

place'' vas as much a constitutional declaratton of the
then existing Legislature, and entitlel to as mach
credit as any subequent contradictory declaratIon of
the present or any future Legislature tan be

9 That, however desirable it may seem te be, it sa
never been held essential ta the vahdity or constitu-
tiouaty of an Act of Parilament, etther In a British
Province or n England. that t should first be submit-
ted to and obtain tie assment of the people at the polls

10 That the people of Nova Scotia have ever been
conspicuous for their loyalty and attachment to the
British Crown and their obedience to the laws of the
Empire. They have ever had the protecting arms of
tie mightiest nation in the world thrown around them
Their seacoast have been jea ously guarded by a Bn-
tish navy and their principalcity garnsened, fortified
and protected by British troops, al at Imperial ex
pense. They have no fears, therefore, that Great
Britain will invade their rights or fcl injustice upon
them, or suffer it to be done by others

Il In view cf the de'enceless condition of the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia unsupported by Imperial aid in
case of histile attacu trom without this Legislature
gratefully appreciates the interest displayed on the
part of Her Majesty's Government, and cherfully
recognizes the rigiht and the - jat authority" referred
to un the despatch of the Right Hon Mr Cardwell,
Principal Secretary ef State for the Colonies under
date of June 24 1885, in which, among other thigs,
It is declared-' Looking to the determination which
this country hsu ever exhibited t regard the defence
of the Colonies as a matter of Imperial concern the
Colon-es must recognize a right and even acknowledga
an ob'igation incambent upon the Home Government
to urge with earnestness and just authonty the mea-
sures which they consider most exp:dient on the part
of the Colonies with a view to their own defence. Nor
can it be doubtful that the Provinces of Brit sh North
America are incapable, when separate and divided
from each other, of making those just and effictent
preparations for national defence which would be eauily
undertaken by a Province untng un ituelf all the po
pulation and aIl the resources of the whole "

12 That if il be the opmion of Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment and those whose previous mltitary tratning
qualifies them ta speak with authority upon the sub-
ject, that a Confederation of the British North Ameri
can Provinces was prudent and desirable and requisite
for their defence aganist any aggressive force from
without that might be aimed at thei or any one of
them, then it in the duty of every loyal subject to re
spet that expressin of opinion. t, co-operate with
Her Maiesty's Governmera- ti make ail reasonable
sacnfes t order to preserve .ihe existing connection
with the fatherland, and cherfttly to aid in mould-
Ing the institutions of the country in the manner best
adapted to socure e> desirable an object

13 That as regards the course adopted by the Gov
ernment and Legislature of Nova Seotia to bring about
a Union of the British NoHrt Amerlearr Provinces,
It was under the instructns and as nearly as possikla accordacce with tho recommendation of Her Mâles-
ty's Goverament, as set forth in a despatch datcd the
the 3rd day of December, 1864, written after the ait-
ting of the Quebec Conference, and addressed to Lord
Monck as Governor-Ganeral, etc , etc , In which,
among other things, occurs the followng -

"It appears ta them (Ber Maiesty's Government)
therefore that you should now take immediate mea-
surets to concert with the Lieutenant Governers cf the
several Provinces for submitting ta the respe-tive Le
gislstures this project cf the Conference And if, as
t hope, you are able to report thst these Leiislatures
sanction and adopt the scheme, Her Majesty's Gov
ernment will render you all the assistance ln their
power for carrying It Inta effect. It will probably be
found to be the most convenient course that, n con-
cert with the Lieutenant Governors, you shon d select
a deputatiou of the perrons best qualifed ta proceed
ta this country, that they may be priesnt durtcg the
p-eparatio- Of the Bi 1 aLd to give t lier Majesty's
ioverîme t the. benefit cf their consl upon any
cuest which m iy arise du-tac tihe passage of the
measu-e through Ct- two House of Parliament "

Aud this rectnmendaton was but the embodiment
and reiteration - f the senitments of Her , atesty's
Government as dehuvered by the late Duke of New-
cantle expressed un relation to the same subject, and



to be found in a despatch to the arl of Malgrave,
dated the Oth day cf July, 1882 After referrng to
seome snch conference or consultation as that held at

QQebec, that great statesman and frieed of the colo-
nies remarked 'But whatever the result of such con-
sultation might be the most satisfatory mode of test
tng the opinion cf the people of British North Ameri-
ta would probably be by means of resolution or ad-
dress proposed to the Legislature of each Province by
Its own Govenment "

I regret tbat in the discharge of what I
consider to be my duty, I have made these
resolutions more voluminous than I ever
made any before. My excuse is that the
party I represent feel it necessary and proper
to state their case as fully as possible, and
show the country the grounds upon which
they oppose theresolutions introduced by the
Government We shall not have the advan-
tage posessed by the Government of having
delegates to explain our case fully in Eng-
land, and therefore find it necessary to make
this amendment somewhat longer than they
would have been under different circum-
stances

The Attorney General stated, I perceive by
his speech, that he would probably add one
or two other resolutions to his speech. Now,
I feel we will be at some disadvantage if we
are unable to give these new resolutions that
full consideration which they may demand

(Hon A TToRNEy GENERAL here read the re-
solutions in question.)

Mr BLc.&lecrAD continued-I am glad that
the Attorney General bas given me an oppor%
tuulty of learning the nature of the ne re-
solutions which he intends adding to those
previously introduced. I now pass on to re-
view the lengthy speech of the Hou Atty
General in opening the debate I need not
say anything as to the introduction of that
speech, for there is not a sentence in it with
which I cannot agree I concur most em-
phatically in the declaration that the happiest
and freest people in the world are those who
are most obedient to the law. Then he went
on to speak of the want of a Court of Im-
peachment for political offenders This is the
firnt time in my life that I ever heard of any -
man living under a British -constitution ad-
vocating any-other Court for the trial of such
offenders than the High Court of Parliament
itself to wbich every member is responsible If
I trangress the rules of this House, or do any-
thing contrary to its dignity,-if I offend
against the laws in connection with any pub-
lie duty, here is the tribunal to try me Up-
on you, sir, end the gentlemen around, wili
devolve the duty of punishing me consistently
with its power We have next from the At-
torney General a panegyric upon oçr own
constitution as well as upon the framers of the
American constitution The faalts of th.e latter
were pointed out to a certain extent, and the
beauties of the constitution under which we
nave lîyed was beautifully eulogized, and
with these sentiments I can find no fault
The Hon Attorney general declared that the
great fault of the American estem was that
i was a democracy and a confederacy-that
it wae 4emocratic instead of monarchicai-
that it was a federal instead of a legislative
union. I agree With him on the first point
Democrat:c institutions are the lut to whichI would wish to resort, but I differ in toto

from him when he says a confederation is not
stable-that a federal democracy Cantt suOs
ceed In my judgment there is no tyranny
on earth no absolute as that which eau be
exercised under a pure democracy. Under
this system liberty may be crushed, an& no
remedy or appeal allowed to the citizen.
This bas been exemplified within the put four
years in the United States; the Habeas Cor.
pus Act bas been arbitrarily suipended; and
we have seen 13 or 14 States kept ont of Con-
gress, and unable to legislate except in a.
cordance with the wishes of the dominant
party.

I am not goinî into any lengthy arguinent
on this subject, but I will ask the House to
consider whether he has not himself shown
that a Confederation is calculated to make a
country great and powerful What does he
say in the subsequent part of his speech ?
He says if the United States only settle their
internal difficulties they will become one of
the greatest, if not the greatest, nation on
the face of the earth. He bases that assertion
on the enormous progress of that country
vithin the last forty or fifty years A short
time since the whole world looked on with
contempt whilst a nation of shopkeepers en.
tered into a civil war; no one believed thtt
the content would lait for any length of time.
But the world saw armies such as it never
saw before, not even in Napoleon's dayà
What enabled that country to send into the
field its troops by hundreds and thousands,
nay by millions? What was it that enabled
them to raise the money required to meet
their enormous expenditures? The fact is
that under a Confederated Democracy they
had been growing with a rapidity snch as
the world bad never seen before. I am t'>ld
by the organ of the Government that I am
crammed for this occasion I will undertake
to say that no member of the Government-
will dare, in this House, to repeat what'ieir
organ bas tauntingly saiL -BUf to continue,
the Attorney Generat bas said that it was
the-difficulties in connection with State Rights

-tat gave rise to the war I differ from him
in a good many respects. In the United
States the President appoints his own Cabla
net, which holds office as long as he chooses,
and though a majority of both Houses enter-
tain opinions different from these gentlemen,
yet they may continue in power Look at
the position of the present Congress-enga-
ged in a heated conflict with the President.
Aà great difficulty bas always been the irre-
pressible conflîct between the North and
South, on the question of slavery But let
me tell the Attorney General that we are not
confederated as the United States There
vere originally 13 tudependent States I
our condition anslogous to that of those
States' The bon gentleman coriiplains that
ve are not as independent as an American
State, Maine for instance Now I have no
desire to see this country annexed to the
United States, neither do I wish to see it
placed in the position of any State of the
Union When we go into the United States,
we bnd the States possessing different Usury
Laws. Each State agein bas different regu-
lations with respect to the franchise. No-
thing of that kind exiets in our system We



have one izury Law, one on Marreage
and Divorce, .ne on the subject of Crime,
and so on. " If we have to join the
U. S.", mays the hon gentleman, "Nova
Scotia would possesa aIl the freedom that
every State of the Union possesses We
would have the choice of our Governors, of
our' Senators, of our Legislators, and we
would have the power of self-taxation in the
highest degree " Surely he, the very cham-
pion Qf Conservatium, is the last man that
would promulgate such a doctrine as that
the. peopie ibould appoint their own Govern-
ors and Senators, instead of the Queen. But
do the people govern the Unted States more
than the people here? No, air, 1 undertake
to say, not as much. In the Uniteld States,
the Cabinet, when once apponted, is no long-
er under the control of the people and their
representatives But " we are governed by
a ittle knot of Executive Councillors." It
is a knot of councillors, at aIl events, who
possess the confidence of the people. Sup-
pose, for the sake of argument, that ta-mor-
row this sweeping measure was granted, and
we were placed where we were before. Who
would impose the taxation upon this coun-
tryl Wjuld it be this Bouse? It would be
this ouse theoretically. Would it be the
people? It-would be theoretically. It would
be the Legislature representing the people,
and the Government representing the House
Generally, if not invariably, the tariff is
brought down by the Government and is
alightly, if at all altered, by the House. We
were, therefore, as much taxed by a knot of
Executive Councillors as we are now.

I thank Heaven as well as the Attorney
General for the benficent rule of Her Majesty
and the covernment which surround her
throne. The hon. gentleman then goes on to
say that we have to approach Ministers very
different from those that were in power in
the time of George III, and I admit this also.
"Her Majesty," we are told, "took the oath
that she would rule the country according to
the laws, custom s and statutes of the realm.'
Now one of the statutes of thia realm is this
very Confederation Act, and certainly we are
bound to respect it as well as Her Majeaty.
Then we are told-"Look at the injuries done
te the province within the lait six months."
See their lîberties taken away, see them taxed
by a foreign and alen Legislature; see their
property taken away from them, &c " Are
we taxed by a foreign and alen legisiature ?
Are we taxed more unfairly than the State of
Maine which hab in a manner been brought
into invidious comparison with us 9 I hope
the day will never corne when we will be tax-
ed inà the manner stated We have a General
Legislature meeting on British soil and com-
posed of British sutjectes' we have a represetu
tation in that body, though it may be small
Now I take such language as that used by the
bon gentleman, as simply a flow of idle
words. But then some of the delegates
ought to be hanged, accordîug to the hen
gentleman; they would certaînly not be per.
mitted to live in some countries What
country is meant? The very country that
the hon. gentleman has been bringiug into
invidious comparison with us.

The hon. gentleman goes on to tell us that

he does not believe that the high-minded
British Governement and Parlisment wnil re.
fuse repeal at the instance of this Legislative
body If it should be the case what thea'
That is an expression which we have heard
aIl over the face of this country for the last
few months. I beheve more strongly than
the Attorney General believes the very reverse,
that Repeal will not be listened to for a single
moment. And what then ? Have the go.
vernment or any of those who are agitatiug
this question consîdered the position that they
will occupy. In a part of his speech the At-
torney General sayu something about the
British flag being taken away from this
country, and another substituted-that such
an occurrence would be a dire calamity. I
ask the House to consider wbether or not
there is bemng spread abroad in this country,
from one end to the other, a feeling Chat
may, in case Repeal is refused. lead to con-
sequences which I do not like to contem-
plate. I feel it my duty as a member of thibs
House, to ask my fellow citzens to pause
and consider if their requeat should be re-
pealed. "What then?"

The Attorney General said that lke had ta-
ken great pains to ascertain the grgunds on
which we hold the present constitution of
this country, and he went back to t4 "old
times" of this colony. In the time of Geoge
II. a colony called Grenada had a charter
granted to it by the king, but three months
afterwards an act was. passed imposing cert
tain taxes on the country, which act was de-
clared by Lord Manafield to be illegal. No
greater man ever adorned the British bench,
no man ever made more mistakes than Lord
Mansfield. I ask the bon. Attorney General
whether the principles in respect to libel
which that eminent man fought from court to
court, and in the House of Lords, would be
tolerated now. Under that doctrine more
tyranny was committed than had ever before
been committed in the annals of British
jurisprudence. But suppose the Parliament
Of Englanid bad imposed a tax on the colony,
would Lord Mansfield have dared to oppose
it? There is no such case on record. We
have only this instance of a king, aftr he
had once delegated his authority coming for-
ward and imposiug this tax. Formerly, it is
true, ship money and taxes were levied by
the king; but they were shewn to be uncon-
stitutional and irregular. I know the love
of the hon. Attorney General for old times.
How many persons would now like to submit
to the charter referred to by him? I will
come to times after the charter bad been im-
proved, and what happened then ? We had
40 men sitting in this Legislature and 12 ait-
ting in the other,-who were characterized
as twelve old women. They sat with closed
doors, and allowed no person to know what
was going on. These twelve men controlled
this country-imposed and collected every
penny of taxation Yet the old charter must
be irre-vocable Cannot a constitution that
bas once been granted by the king be altered?
Many of these charters were formerly granted
to men to manufacture certain articles, to
have an exclusive right to them in certain
localities. It was contended that these char-
ters were irrevocable. When it vas found



neesusary that there should be some power
to alter these charters, by William and
Mary, chap 8, the whole coittrol of aIl such
matters was given to Parliament. Yet w,1l
the Attorney General or any other lawyer
versed in constitutional law tell me that the
High Court of Parliament had not the right
to alter the charter given to Lord Cornwal-
lis. Then l t him go to Jamaica, if lie de-
nies it, and what do we find ? The whole
charter of that colony was swept away and
changed by the Pailament of Great Britain.
Nor is that ai' Dd not ithe Parliament n-
terfere with the constitution of New Zealand '
Did not they go to South Africa and umite
the two countries into one' Ten or fifteen
years ago the separatz Legislatures of Cana
da were swept away, and the t wo Provinces
united as one.

The Attorney Geperal says that ' Queen
Aune became the absolute owner of Nova
Scotia, and it does not belong to the people or
Parliament of England, who had no more to
do with it than the people of Turkey." If
that were true we would certainly be in a
lice position-subject ta the caprice of the

governing powers of England, with nothîng
but a flimsy charter between us and the mon-
arch of the realm We have a noble status
-we lve under the shadow of the British
Crown-under the shadow of the British con-
stitution and British Parliament-we are not
subject to the mere caprice or whim of any
single person. To tel! me that the Parlia-
ment of Great Brltain has nothing to do with
the Province of Nova Scotia is to tell me what
no sensible man can beieve. The Paîliament
has the power which it has continued to ex-
ercise for the last century whenever the Im-
perial interests are affected. I speak now
within my own recollection I had the honor,
when a yonng man, of being one of Her Ma-
jesty's Collectors of Customs under the Brit-
ish Government-commissioned to collect
certain duties imposed by Imperial statute,
and with which this Legislature had nothin-
to do Yet the Hon Attorney General Wishes
to go back tD the original charter The
money came back, it is true, but for
what purpose? To pay the Judges and
other public oficers whose salaries were paid
by the Britich Government 'lhey never gave
up the right, until at last the duties became
too amall to pay these salaries Then came
the great fight on the Civil Lst between this
Province and the British Government. At
last we had to agree to fix the salaries of the
publie officers at certain sums before the mat%
ter was settled. Not until last year were we
allowed to touch the matter agaim, and deal
with it as we might thnk proper Yet, sayg,
the Attorney General, the British Parliament
has nothing to do with the Province.

The hon gentleman asserts that the,day
the King signed that charter, and appended
his Great Seal, lie gave up the authority to
make laws to the Legislature Unquestion-
ably he did To make la-ve, how'l Subject
to his own approval-to his own veto That
is the power which the Queen still poeesses
Did he zive them the exclusive power to make
laws ? 'He retaned the riglit for the Imperial
Goverument of makng laws whenever the
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Imperial interests required it. It is not a
dozen years since a large proportion of the
shipping were taxed by an Imperial statute
for the erect-on of a light house at Cape
Race. There is not a ship that comes imto
this harbour, or goes into a foreign port, but
is controlled by an Imperial statute. Our
ssttes in connection wth tiat matter are
not regarded, our shipping act is not of any
value beyond the borders of Nova Scotia.

I am sorry that I cannot follow the Attor-
ney General tihrough hi valuable discourse
upon pol.t cal economy. He says that the
free trade polhcy of 1848 was an injury to this
country-that it fettered trade, and led to a
great deal of difficulty. I differ fron him on
this point also. Never was there a greater
boon conferred on the British Empire. Eng-
àand said to the Colonies - impose what duties
you think are necessary, but you must not
make any difference between duties on Ame-
rican goods, and those from Engl*nd, or
anywhere else That polhcy, for a time, led
to some hardship; it prevented our goods,
for a time, going into the West Indiamarket
It was nevertheless an evidence of the genius
of England She showed the world what the
enterprlze and energy of her capitalistes enas
bled her to do, but the Attarney General 's a
protectionist of the old school, and cannot
appreciate this wise and judicions policy of
the mother country. But had England no-
thing with us when she passed the Act in
question ? What right had site to say that
3rou siall impose certain duties? Whatright
hbad she to violate that musty old parchment
found somewhere in the archives of this
building'? The Imperial Government then
told lhese Colonies, if you pasa an Act con-
trary to our polîcy, we shall veto it, and the
Colonial Governors were instructed to reserve
their assent on cil auch measures.

The hon. Attorney General goes on to say
that if the time should ever come when the
fiag of Great Britaîn shall be lowered on
Citadel Hill, and the flag of another nation
raised in its place, it would be a time of dire
humiliation. If that time should ever come,
he went on to say, and the United States put
in posseEsion of lalfax, it would become a
second Gibraltar. Why we are now a Gib.
raltar as far as the strength of the fortifica-
tions go-our harbour i more impregnqþle
than any in the Unted States. Let any of
these gentlemen take a walk to the Point or
go across to McNab's Island and see the ad-
ditions that have been made ta our fortific-
tions within the last few years. Halifax
would now be a far more difficult place to
take than the City of New York. The hon.
gentleman says that it would be a sad day
wThen the Ameriòans obtained possession of
Nova Scotia Su it would be; but let me tell
the hon gentleman that though Great Britain
may often-perhaps too often for her pret-
tige-present a peaceful attitude; yet let the
fig of Annexation be once raised in Nova
Scota, and every acre of the soil would be
deluzed with blood, before she would allow
t'his province to be yielded to any foreign
nation. I am not afraid that the flag of any
other nation will ever float over this country
except the flag of England; but what I fear
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in this if a serious cry of annexation should Mr. Dicîxz presented a pet.tion from the
ever be raised, and the United States shouid Fruit Grovers' Association
ever interfere in this matter, Nova SCotia
will be ruined, since her soil will be the arena Ihc adiourned debate va resuued.
of confluet I agree with every word that the Nlr Pi' s - beg permission to çecord
hon member has said about the great loEs the smendsent whuch bas been moved by the
that Great Britain would suetain if she 'ost on meroerfor Inverness Ai another gin-
Nova Scotia-for it would be a heavy b'ow tieman had the fluor on the adjournment of
to her maritime supremacy Knowig that
Great Britain would look on ut in that as- but will rerve my observations for another
pect, I fiel she would spend mullions of trea- occaion
sure before she would suffer this province t-
pas away from her -nu.

The hon gentleman says that the House of
Assembly passed a resolution authorizing a Mr. MoRîsote îsid-In riming to addness
delegation of an equal number from eacn the fuse on the queeîuuu now befone it, I
Province, and that aIl the proceedingS were miy Bey that I am laboring under the saie
illegal unless this principle vas carried out Ph'eucàl disadvantages of vhich the bon
Now the fact is that the resolution only eays mimber fer Inverness complained; but the
that each Province shall have an eqaal tozce duty vhich I owe Co Che people demande Chat
It made no difference whether there were six I should meet nome of the argumente ueed hy
from one Province and ten from another,- that gentleman on the spur of the moment
whenever any question came to be discussed The hon member told us that hi vas unvîl,
each of the Provinces had but an equal voice but hi did not tell us the cause of hie ilînese;
and equal vote. 1 fiel confident it hi been an absces, flled

The hon. gentleman bas suddenly fallen in viii llogical malter, judging frou vhat es-
love vith a Legislative Union I don't differ caped hie lips, and 1 tru tht having got
from him very much, but I am sure his rid of uch a quantity of terrible matter, hi
friends will not agree vith bim What have viii, a hi certaînly should, regain ig
they been sayîng over this country for the wonted hîalth I viii be under the necissity
lat two years? We will be swamped in the of reading bis speech bxckwarde in the com-
General Parhament, because our representa- ments which I shah make upon it The firet
tion ie only 19 in a House of 181 members Chîng, thenefare, I shah refer Co vil hi about

But remember we have now a eeparate Legis- the lait sentence hi uttered, vhen bu told
lature, to which is entruEted the manage- us, in bold language, that vi would not gît
ment of many very important public ques- a repeal of the ohnozîons Union Ac. Hi
tions You have now charge of our mines vas Cen thousand times more confident Chat

and minerals, education, crown lande, and vi wouid not gît repeal than Che Attorney

other matters affecting the people, but let Gînerai vai Chat we vould gît it; but vas

the prmnciple of the Bon. Attorney General Chat ail No, air. The lîarned membîr vas
be carried out, and what then ? All these Dot only positive in bis assertions, but hi

important matters will be taken away from vas defiant and Chneatening in bis t3ne, and

us and ecntrueted to the General Parlîsment hi bld us that before Engiand would consent

Do the gentlemen who support the Hon ta Rîpeai or Co our separalion from the Em-
Attorney General agree with him on thîs pire hi would drench he îoi of the wbole

point? Dominion un blood That language reminds
I have been taunted wth being in a miser- me of Che buliying whuch is huant in other

able and mean minority-with being the re- Paliamente Chan Chie What are vi about

presentative of only a fraction of the county ta do Wî are about to approach Hîr Ma-

which sent me here. But my hon. friend Jîsty tii Quein un a simple and constitution%
from Cumberland, as wel ase myself, feel that ai vay, askung ber to sie Chat the Common. uf
we ha e a greater res ons*biu eh tEngland epeai he act whic confederatd

am representa ive o ' ,1500 voter us ta Canada. Bîcause vi make that plain
in the Province of Nova Scotie It us truc and honest request it u unrunuated Chat vi
that the vote cast on the other side vas much are annexatuonsts, for Chat us about the pur-

greater; the people, un the exercise of their pont of the language Chat vas used. I aset

constitutional right, swept out of eight the vîîh s much confidence s hi displayed Chat
members of the Government whuch had pro- Chus Confederation Act sil C e the very means
moted Confederation, but I arn not ashamed of accompliîhing a ueparaluon from the Em-
Chat I stand here the representative of a frac- pire and our annexation to Che United States,
tion of the people under thoie circumstances -if Chat event should ever bappen-for I bi-

eee i i jus i lieve Chat a love of annextion pruncîplîs un-
the great body of men whose representative dînlis the vbole of the proceedince on vhuch

1 happen to be; but aIl I can esy is that I Chat sct le baud Lt us because Chat in my
have done my best to promote their intereE ts eilefihat I oppose the measure s stnnous-
and discharge the duty devolvixg upon me -. as I do. If the act hi not rîpealed it le my

conviction Chat curcumîtancîs vhucb vi can-
Afiernoon îession. not control wiii. carry us mb Cie neighor.

PETITIoNS ung Ripuhlic.

Mr KIDSToN presented a petition from B The hon mîmber bas told us Chat the Im-

and M. Morrison and others for a money perual Panluament bas a rugit at &ny tlme to

grant; also, one from McMillan and others, slip in and alter ur constitution - tus

also, one from Alex. McDonald and othere, muai I 'il grant him that vben Cie neces-
aiso, tvo from BFg Interval situes of ere nation requin it, Cli Parliament
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may have a right to say to us, we cannot
keep you any longer in your present con-
nection, we muet cst you off. But I deny
the right of the Imperial Parlament to follow
us after that connection bas been broken,
and force us into an obnoxious position
against our will I say to this House, and
to the people of this country, that if she doea
do so it will be an unconstitutional act on
ber part, and a perfect breach of faith with
the people of this country. We are told in
the firet clause of the amendment laid on the
table by the hon member, that Nova Scotia
has the right to make laws by her Pars-
ment for uer own people,-lI go witn the
bon. member there;-it saa further that ehe
ought to have that right,-l go with him
tiere alo,-but I ask bas the Parliament of
Nova Scotia made this Confederation Act i
deny that it did, it never pased through our
Houee, therefore it is no law of our making
The legielatore who are elected are the men
who have the right to make laws for the
country in which they are elected, and no
one else has that right The men elected
must make the laws, they cannot delegate
the power to another body I deny that two
Parhaments can hold the same power,-we
have no authority for such a proposition,
either in the moral law, statut- law, or com.
mon law; or in the divine law, or the law of
nature;-a man cannot serve two masters,-
if the power has been given to the Parliament
of Nova Scotia to make a law, that Parlia-
ment may make it subject of course to the
asesent or dissent of the authorities in Eng-.
land, that is the constitutional check placed
on our legielation, but no other Parliament
can have the same power at the eame
moment Something bas been said in reply
to the remark of the Attorney General about
eur having no court for the trial of polhtical
offenders, and the hon member for Inverness
says that this legielature is the court,-but I
differ from him there There is such a court,
and the people of Nova Scotia constitute it
They have given our late political offenders
a trial, and have consigned them to oblîvion
as politicians forever, and in that they exera
cised a most righteous judgment

When the hon leader of the Opposition
came to refer to the Republic on our western
border, he grew highly eloquent,-he swelled
himeelf almost as big as the frog in the fable,
and talked about the tremendous democracv
that had suspended the Habeas Corpus Ac t,
It le true that in the United States that ! ict
is suspended, and why ? Because over a s ail-
lion of men were in arme, and no one k uew
from what quarter the next bayonet t' Iruet
would be made on unoffending citizenur , but
is there no other part of the world in 'hich
that Act is euspended' Will it be C' elieved
that the Habeas Corpus Act is suspe .nded in
this mighty Dominion 

7 
And wb at te its

Government afraid of? Noti of the bayonet,
but of the free expression of the o pintons o
the people of Nova Scotia The G overnment
of the Dominion are smoothing the way to
throw us into prison sud keep n i there with-
out a trial if we should raise a mr rmur agaînet
their acte of tyranny. A gr eat deal bas
been said from time to ti me about the
United States having confede rated, and that

matter was referred ta by the leader of the
Opposition to-day It is true that those
States did confederate, and why did they do
su ' They had no nationality-they had to
confederate in order that they might become
a nation There was no such necessity in our
case, for we were paît and parcel of the migh-
test Empire in the world Our new const:-
tution makes us, not as was the case with the
old colonies, a new and independent nation,
but a mere sub confedetracy, taking un away
from the bosom cf the Empire instead of
drawing us more olosely to it But the hon
member eaid that somebody outside this
House asked " If we cannot get repeal, wbat
the&?" The hon gentleman spoke as if it
were really wrong to ask so simple a ques-
ton,-he assisted in taking away our consti-
ztuon, and now he wishes to silence enquiry,
-he would not only manacle our hande but
seal our hps Surely a Nova Scotian can aek
" what then' at well as a man in any other
part of the world But there te another qnes-
tion I would lîke to tsk, and it is . If we get
repeal what then ? That i a question which
the hon member for Inverness will be more
deeply interested su When he goes down to
face his indignant constituents they will
show him " what then " lu speaking of the
change in our constitution the hon member
told us that no such question was ever sub-
mitted to the people at the polie lie muet
have a very sbort memory, and I could not
help thîuking, as he made the remark, of
what old Doctor Henderson said, when his
neighbor's pige got tuto the field,-" I turned
them out," said he, and told them not ta
come back again, but I find they have very
bad memones; they all came back again, and
now I'1l take a gun and, faith, I'il help their
memories " No such question submitted ta
the people at the polis' Was it not done
twice in Ni-w Brunswick in relation to this
v 3ry ques'ion ? Were not the people of Prince
]dward Island allowed to pass upon it ? Was
not Nevfoundland allowed to say whether she
wished to. come in or not? Yet that right
was d enied to Nova Scotis. and without cast-
ing any reflections on the other Provinces, I
ma'y eay that our people possessed as much,
if not more, intelligence than those of any
O ther of the group of colonies Aye, sir, it
wae because they had more intelligence that
the right was withheld from them.

Was not the question of annexing Ireland
ta England submitted to the people ? Yes;
and when the people of Ireland refused to
accept the measure at the poll, Englsh gold
was sent in to accomplish the work, and the
rights and tuterests of Ireland were sacrificed
by her legislators And yetVthe hon. gentle-
man stands up and asks if ever such a ques-
tion was submitted to the polle In the
couree of his speech he said that Sir Robert
Peel had declared that Parliament was bound
ta set an example of wipdom, justice and
good faith. I thank bm1 for that reference,
and I say well would it have been for thie
country if the lats go verument and legisla-
ture had followed th' advice of Sir Robert
Peel. Before I conc ude my remarks I 'ail
show that that go gernment and legislature
acted most foolish) y, with the greatest injus-
tice, and in viotlatiou of every particle of
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faith which they should have held good. I
thmk I can shew that that government vio-
lated the pledges which they had given in
their despatches, end acted in such a treach-
erous manner that if the most simple basket-
maker, the moEt fallen fishmonger or the
most humble hod-carrier in the land had
broken pledges, and deserted the interests of
his master so fully as they d'd, there is not
a society of chimney sweeps in the British
Empire but would kick him from their com-
pany. The hon. member for Inverness told
us that the constitution of England had been
changed by the emancipation of the Catho-
licn Was that a great change of the const.
tution such as the present one' Not at a'il;
;t was only simply tsking Swaà a relgious
disability.

But the hon gentleman Eaid chat the Par-
liamient of England took no step .n this mat
ter until our own Legislature la.d dealt with
it That brings us back to the assertion that
our people had a right to make any law afi
fect:ng their own iLitrests, the check being
the withholdn uf Her Mqjesty 's 'sent. The
tbeory ie, tbat Nova Scotia, having the
power, moved fret for such an sot, and that
Great Britamn foilowed in the wace We will
examine that theory presently, but in the
meantime let us look at another illustration
that was brought forward-that of the Eng
lisb Reform Bit Pariiament, it is true,
passed that measure. but what other power
could have done it' But that was not a
change in the constltution; it did not de-
prive any claes of people of their rights-it
merely added to the rights of the subject.
That is a d.st:nction which I wish kept
clearly in view Not one of these actt denu-
ded the peopls of England of any rights or
privileges. Then, again, as to the repeal if
the Corn Laws-dd that measure transfer
the revenues cf the country to another Gove
ernment'> True, it might for a ',me cripple
he revenue, but the people were willing and

able to bear the lost And tnere is another
point here which I wish to press on your
attention were any of these measures car-
ried against tae wishes of the people of Eng-
land? No, but in obedience to their com-
mande, while the Act of Confederation has
been forced upon us despte the strong
remonstrances of the people. Catholic Eman-
cipation, the Reform measure, and the repeal
of the Corn Laws, had been debatcd for
years, election after election had turned on
tbese questions, and the men elected to sup.
port the legislation which was accompl.shed
We, on the contrary, had no opportuntby of
chocsing our representatives with the v.ew
to Sny such change mn te constitution That,
I think, is a full answer to the argument de-
duced from paral el cass Circumetances
alter cases. The Ministry of England could
not, on any one of thoîe measures, have
stood a week if they had not bowed to the
will of the people, but here we had a Minis-
try standing in defiance of the people, and
însisting that the people had no voice in the
matter.

I assert here that our rights were banded
over against our will,-we were made depen-
dants of Canada, and I ask if any such ex.
ample can be found in English history ? No

sir, no such ict was ever done before by the
British Parliament, and I defy the hon
member th point me to an instance of it We
know that the despotic autocrat of Russia has
w.thin the lat four years liberated twenty-
sa million. of serfs, giving them a certain
measure of poltical freedom and other privi-
leges. Braz t, anotner despotie empire, bas,
with:n the last four years, iberated three
milions of ber slaves,-the Great Repubic
lying on our western border, has just come
through the most terrble inter necîne war
that wis ever ra;ed in the worid, a war in
which she drenched ber hs!,o and valleys with
human blood to lberate four midions of ber
slaves,-but oh, e r, tell it not in Russia,-
proclaim it not in the streets of Brazil, or on
the housetops cf Aumerýca, that in England,
the boasted asylum of iberty, an Act was
passed in the Eeventh decade of the nineteenth
century that makes 350,000 British freemen
British serfs We are determined to relieve
ourselves from that positon of eerfdom, and
because we do so we hear ail manner of in-
sinuations brought against us. Havîng
now, as briefiy as I could, revewed the
speech of the bon member for Inverness, I
wtîl turn my at entIon to the subject more
immediately unr.der discussion I must here
express my dcep regrct that tie Imperial
Parliament thought proper ta pass an act
that bas brought the people of this country
to the verge of a cersis which is unparalleled
in the history of Br.t sh North America

Single-handed and alone, Nova Scotians,
by industry and economy, had elevated their
country to a position that was enviable in the
eyes of their fellow-colonists, they could
point wih pride to the rapid advances which
they had made in material prosperity as well
as to their loyalty and attachment to the
throne of Great Brituin while cherishing
their own free institutions. They could point
Lo noble publie works which had been laid
dîwn in the country, while thcy had been
ever ready to meet in tae most promp: man-
ner a"l the local demands of ail their indus-
trial classes ý'ith a tariff lower tha that
of any of the other Provinces of British
America, they had provided abundantîy for
the education of the outh, tie maintenance
of the roads and bridges, and of alf tne other
publie services The moral cuaracter and
law-abiding disposition of our people, to-
gether with.the soundness of the mercantile
and banking institutions, had made Nova
Scotians respected abroad, while the geogra
phical position of the country, jutting out
into the bosom of the Atlantic, with magnifi-
cent harbors.spread over the seaboard, and
open to the shipping at ail seasons of the
3 ear The richnees ot our mines, abounding
in almost every county of the Province, to-
getuer w th the vast amount of our commere
cial tonnage, ail combIng to make Nova
Scotia an objcct of pride to ber people, and
the brmghteEt gem n the colonial possessions
of the British Empire With this state of
thnges the great body of the people were per-
fectiy content, but in an unguarded heur an
unnaturl band was laid on thIis prosperity,
and our metitutions were swept away in des
fiance of our constitution. lhe wranghing
polhticians of Canada, not content with their
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own condit.on, and by mismanagement hav-
ing brought themselves to a dead lock, con-
ceived that the only way of relieving them-
selves was to come down on the Marrt-me
Provinces and drag our people into their
broils Accordingly they came here, and
some of our own politicans, full of ambition
and lust of power, aided by the indifference
and hot-haote-of t'e British Rouse of Cem-
mons, obtatned the enactinent of a law which
took from us almost ail our rights and pr:-
vileges 'We have been subjected to the do-
mination of Canada, as I will shew by an
extract from the speech of one of the mem.
bers of the Ottawr House of Commons. Mr
Harrison said

' Canada before Confederation had not more than
634,575 men between the ages or 20 and 60 but s.nce
Confederation we have not less than 653 567 flght.ing
men. We have added not less than 1.000 cao of con-
sumers te our whole population and not less than
Ie,000 fghtng men to 0ur mitary strength Besides
we have (acquired great strength on the sea, where
we were ln met need of strength Befo -e tee Union
we had oely 5 953 salors, and mot of tbese on our in-
land waters ?or we oaa boaat of O 360 sailors, and
when we shall tave Newtoand'and as a member or our
national partnershp we shall have go less than 66,-
938 sailors. and so become one of the great maritime
powers ef the wrld Be'ore the Union onr shipping
was represented by a tonnage of 287,187 tons, bu.
now we can boast of 708 421 tons, nearly as mac as
that cf France with a population of 35,000 000 (Min-
scter of Jastice-Our tonnage is as larg as that of
France Mr Harrison-If we could now cont New-
foundiand and Prince Edward Island as sarts of our
Dominion, I believe it would be as large, but without
those Provinces-I think our tonnage is a .ttle less
than that of France )"

Thus we see the almighty "we" sticking
out of every part of the speeches at Ottawa
The tone of the Canadians i "oh, be quiet,
and we may modify the tariff for you " Is
not this the language of the captor to the
captive ? It certaonly is, and the Canadians
did not spare their pains to let our people
see tait they iegarded us as captives And

ret, sir, I regret exceedingly to tnd that
there is a man of Nova Scotia birth who i
willing to stand up on the floors of Parlia-
ment and vindica'e an Act which brings
such degradatio on our people

I wili eow, sir, put before the House and
the country several extracts from despatches
which, I believe, will put the question in a
clearer light than anything that I could
say upon the subject. The task will be, no
doubt, te my hearers dry and tedious, but I
hope I may be indulged with attention The
first proposal in reference to Confederation
we find came from the Canadian Government
in a despatch asking Major General Doyle
whether that Government would be permitted
to appoint delegates ta confer with those
apponted by us on the subject of a Maritime
Union. Sir R:chard Graves MacDonnell hav-
ing assumed the reins of Government here
very shortly after the receipt of that de-
patch, returned this answer to Lord Monck
with the advice of his Council -

"I con asure your Lordship of the ex-
treme pleasure which it wili afford this Gov-
ernment to confer unofficially with any Dele-
gates sent from Canada It is, however, ne-
cessary to remind your Lordship that no Re-
solution has yet been passed by any of the
Legislatures of the Maritime Provinces,

authoriz.ng the apposetment of Delegatea for
any purpose but that of considering some
plan for the Union of the three Provinces.
Therefore, neither I nor my Ministry have
tne potter to no beyond the exact powere
conferred by that Resolution "

There we find a distinct admission that the
Government and the Delegates hd no power
even to discuss the Eubject of the larger
union without the authority of the represen-
tatives of the people. On the 18th July,
IS65, Governor MacDonnell sent a despatch
to Mr Cardwel, some extracts from which
I will also read -

" I have consulted my Executive Council
on the queÉt'on, and the Members concur
with me in thinkîng that the Resolution of
the Legislature,which authorises the appoint-
ment of Delegates to discuss the Union of
the MNaritime Eastern Provinces, confers no
poiwer to discuss officially, the larger question
embraced in Lord Monck's enquiry "

"Having signified to my Ministry my wil-
lingness t:e appoint Delegates to mect those
of New Brunswick and Prince Edward Is,
land, it seems proper that 1 should es1i your
attent.on t) a ieepasce of the 27th of Janu-
ary, 1860, marked cenfidential, and address-
el to my predecessor by h1s Grace the Duke
of Newcastle. In that Despatct his Grace,
whilst apparently expressîng no disapproval
of the dîscussion of such a question as that
which is now imminent, concludes with the
following instruction 'Previous to sending
Dele;ates t) Quebec or elsewhere, tuch a
proposai should aot be authorneed by your-
self without previous communication with
the Secretary of State, in order that the
question of the Delegates, and the instruction
ta be given them may be known beforehand
0to H M Government ' "

There we had agan a recognotten of tie
'eopkle to heard through their representatives

efore the appoitment of a delagat on, and
an admission that such an appointment could
not be made without the sanction of the Co-
lonial Secretary Further on I find the to -
lowing clause

'Ie the meantime I venture to addl, in re-
ference to the suggestion of Lord Monck, that
it seems premature to discus the larger ques-
tion of a Union of the five Provinces before it
cane h ascertaned whether the three smaller,
whose interests are more immediately and
moravevidently connected, ca be induced to
combine in icloser connection I apprehend
that the more limited project, if practicable
at al], as I hope it ia, is ail that cai be man ,
aged for some time to come, whilst if the
larger proposal be attainable, and be desira-
ble, its adoption will eventually be in this
way much factiîtated. I thînk so, because a
Union between two communities, which
would be aIl that would then remae to be
accomplished, will assuredly be a simpler
question to arrange than a Union between
five as at present "

That was the language which the Leute-
nant Governor, by the advice of bis Council,
held in 1864. Again, on the 18th August of
the same year Governor MacDonnell sent a
despatch to the Secretary of State, in whieh
ýe says:
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"I explained that the Legialatures of the appontment even after they had induesd
Maritime Provinces had not authorized dis' His Excellency to nominate the delegItes-
cussion by their delegates of any question ex- who had been at Charlottetown But there

cept the Union of those Provinces, and that is something a IttIe more surprising to

aithough it wouid lafford this Government come Under the date of te 3rd October we

mnuch pieasure to receive and cofer unoffi. fini His Excellency sayimg in a despatch to

cially w.th any partýes athorized by Canada the Governor General

to discuse a larger question I could nct "I bave the honor to state, for your Lord-

clothe the delegates of Nova Scota with more ship's information, that I bave laid your

extensive authority than that already con Despatei and its enclosure before myeMinis-

ferred by the Legislature." try, and I have appoîuted the Hon Provin-

Here, agatu, was an acknowiedgment of cýal Secretary, the Hon. Attorney General,

the rgitl of the people to deal with the ques- the Hon R B Dickey, the Hon J McCully

& on through the Legisiature Again, he and A G Archibald, Eqq , to form a Depu-

says tation to meet the Delegates from the other
"I always spoke iopefully of greater a,,- Bruisti Provinces in Cnference at Quebec,

ted action, on the part of these colonies, ln on the 10ith met , as proposed in your Lord-

MAny impo:tant matters, but i never iutend- shi p's Despatch"
ed, and it would be prgture as weil as Thus, although no authority for the ap-
inconsistent witb the daties of my position to pointment of the delegates could reach Nova

have appeared as an advocate of any general ecotia before the 12th Oct , we find thaI, Dire

union in the sense intended by other speak- days before that date, they were appointed,
ers " and I think is will farther be found that each

On 29th September Sir R G lacDonnell one of those five gentlemen bad, on the 30th
transmitted anotber despatch it would ap. Septr , drawn from the treaEury and pocket.
pear that by that time, froma wbatever influ- t'ed $400 We also find in a despatch of 3rd
ences were brought to bear, the minds of the Deor , from Mr Cardwell to Lord Monck, in
Executive Council Wpre changed, and its which, being aware of the conference at Que
members had become clamorous for appoint- bec, and understsnding that the delegates
ment to go to Canada In informing the wanted to submit tieir resolutions to the

S'cretary of State of ttis fact, the Leut Parliaments of the several Provinces, he
:Governor said isays .-

"I have the bonor to inform you that my "t appears to lier Msjesty's Government
Ministry are very anxious for the appoint- tuat you should now take immediate measu
ment of Delegates froen this Province to con- res, in concert with the Lieutenant Governors

fer at Quebec with Delegates from the ther of the several Provinces, for submittiug to

Maritime Provinces and Canada The sub- the respective Legislatures this project of the

ject of the Conference is intended to be the Conference; and if, as I hope, you are able

feasibility of a Union, whether Federal or to report that these Legislatures sanction and

Legislative, of ail British North America. adopt the scheme, Her Maîesty's Government
Even Newfoundland is sendîng a Represen. will render you all the assistance in their

tattve; and as the Conference is intended to power for carryng it int effect"
commence on the 10th October, it would be Here then we fud Mr. Cardwell embodying
impossible for'he Representatives of Nova in his instructions to Lard Monck the very
Scotia to reach Quebec at that date, if I principle for which we are contending, direct-

sawait your sanòtion to their appointment by ing that the measure be first passed through
the mail due at Halifax on the 12th October our Legislatures, and afterwards promisîfg

It would appear from this that the 12 h the asiEtence of the Imperial Parliament
October was the earlîest hour at which au- And yet the Government of that day under.

thor:ty for tae appointment of delegates to took to deal with the whole subject without

Quebec could be given, and he says fuiither submittng it for our consideration But we

down: have further tîght thrown on the subject, by

"I agreed yesterday mn Executive Conunell a despalcih frou Lord lonck to Sir R G

to nominate as Delegates to the Quebec Con. MacDonnell, dated 23rd December, in which

ference the same gentlemen Who bad already the former says, referring o lte nstructions
represented Nova Scotia at te Conference from which I last quoted.
in Charloitttwn and Halifax "l In pursuance of these insructons I have

I fud, however, on further inquiry, that the honor to inform you that I have summon-

no official invitation, such as I could recog- ed the CanaSian Parliament to meet ou

nize, bas been et received from Lord Monck, Thursday, the 19th January, 1865, when I

adequate to justify my nominating Repre. propose to bring before both Houses of the

sentatives of this Province to a Conference, Legislature the important subject referret to

where, strictly speaking, they should not in Mr Cardwell's Despatch, n ortder that, if

proceed at aIl without lour previous sanc- the Legislature should tink fit, an Address

tion In fact no proof of any invitation may be adopted to the Queen, praying ler

havîng been sent to Nova Scotian Delegates Majesty to direct that steps be taken for

tas yet reached me. I have, therefore, tele- paasiug an Act of the Imperl Parliament

graphed to Lord Monck '0 that effcet, antd ta umte the Prveemns off rt sh Norta Are-
as possibiy I may find nyself unable for the , on the )gia laid dowu n tae resotutions

above reasms to name any Deegates to tie IYI<ptel b rthe Quebec Conference

Quebec Confercnce, I think it best to put you Te reply of Sir R G MacDonnell, on 9th

in possession of the aoove explsnatior.' sueary,was as follows -
Here the government of Nova Soic h " Inneference to te course uith your

to admit that they had no right to make the Lordsihip suggests for the purpose of ging
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effect to the instructions of Her Majesty's
Government, viz , to submit te the respective
Legislatures the project of the Conference, i
am in a position to state that this Government
w:l take sim'lar steps to those proposed h
be tîken in Canada "

Here was a further pledge tnat the whole
question would be presented for the consider-
ation of our Legislature in the Session cf
1865 But I will go a step further, and quole
the language used by the Lieut Governor to
Mr. Cardwell on the 13th January, 1865 He
says, speakin of the course stated by Lord
Monck, to have been/the polbcy adopted by
the Canadian Government -

" I have had much pleasure in intimating
the entire wiltîngness of this Government to
adhere to the same pohey It is indeed pre-
cisely the course which I had myself recom-
mended as soon as I was -u possession of your
views on the Quebec Resolutions '

This is the last extract which I shall make
from the Journals touching the action of the
delegates and of the goverument of British
America down to 13th January, 1865 I re-
peat that it was the Canadians that forced

,.themselves on the poaple of the Lower Pro-
vinces; the Union was not our seekîng, nor
tt u of the people of England The Cana-
dians had got into a difficulty frcmn which
they could only extricate themselves by
dragging us in with them I think I have
shewn from the despatches that our govern-
ment acknowledged that they had no power
to appoint delegates until the authority came
from Her Msjesty's government; yet the.
did appoint these delegates, and paid them,
and those delegates had been sitting in the
Conference at Quebec preparing to legislate
away our independence severai days before
the authority for their appointment reached
Nova Scotia I ask, then, air. if that is con-
stitutional? Certainly not I think I have
shown to the House that Governor MacDon-
nell was opposed to the scheme, for that ap-
pears by his despatch of 18th August. I
think I have also shown that the Secretary of
State forbade the appointment of delegates
without his instructions, and ict those ap-
pointments were made in the absence of those
instructions I thmnk I have shown also that
the British Goverunment, as veil as the Gov,
ernuments of the Colonies, were of the opinion
that the results of the deliberations at the
Conference shall be subrmitted to the Partia-
ments of the Provinces at the first Session
afterwards There was no denial of the
rights of the Legislature or people then-
and why ? Because it ras beheved that the
scheme would be popular; but when the de-
legates returned they found tneir m:stake
Hence it was that Mr. Tilley went to the
people of New Brunswick; but onr "Premier"
knew that he was doomed if he went to the

country-he knew that he never con d carry
an election in Nova Scotia again He had
carried one election on a famous retrench.
ment scheme, and his party Lad been re-
turned to carry that measure mto effect
Did they do it? Not at all; but Dr Tuppy
turned bis attention to a Echeme that the
people were determined he sbouid not carry
and said he had no right to deal with. He
found that by gros miserepresentation he had

got himself into such a position that he had
nothing more to expe.t from the people of
Nova Scotia, and hence it was that in hot
haste he bied off to Canada, and there, witb
a brow off brase and a tongue of venom, tried
to better bis circumetances at the expense of
the people whom be had betrayed and de.
ceived

That was tne true caute of the determina-
tion on the part of the Government of Nova
Scotia ta get us into Confederation. It is
trut that they have tried to shield tnemseltes
ander the authority of L:rd Monck in the
appoîinment of the delegu*;ot I deny that
Lord Monck had any more power in the mat-
ter than Governor MacDonnell The whole
thýng was taken up without proper authority,
but that was not all we have to complaîn
not only that they acted withoit due author-
ity, but that they acted deceitfuily; the whole
scheme was to have been kept perfectly sec-
ret until it could be submitted to the Part-
ments, for they expected to rush it through
before the people could instruot their repre-
sentatives what to do If it had not boen
that Mr. Palmer, of Prince Edward Island,
was more honest than the rest, and exposed
the scheme, and that our peoplc, becoming
alarmed, summoned their delegates to meet
them in a public hall in Halifax to explain
their resolutions, the plot might have been
carried out. Our delegation did come duwn
and explain their conduct, and they pretend-
ed to say that they had authority by virtue
of the resolution of 1861 That ground was
strucK from under taeir feet, and here let me
say that when that resolution was passed, I
opposed it might and main; I was the cause
of its not bein; discussed here, and I can
therefore claim to be the first Anti-Confeder-
aie in Nova Scotia, for I salid to the Governu
ment off that day "I do not expect that you
wil do anything wrong under this resoluton,
but you know not what devil may follow
you" ' The delegates, as I have said, came
down before the public in Halifax, and
got Mr. Archibald to box the figures for
them Accordîng to hie statements it was
the most beautiful scheme that ever was sub
mitted, we were gong to have aIl the fortifi.
cations that were necessary, al! the canais
were to be deepened, the Intercolonial rail-
road was to be built, the Northwest Territory
opened up, and all for forty cents per head. I
never beleved tuat Mr. Archibald was sîncere
in those statements-they were got up to de-
ceie the peoplet. But the people soon began
to gatner in different parts of the Province,
petitions came in to the Legîslature, and,
after the Government had consulted their
friends, they found that in a house of 15
members they had but 22 in favor of their
scheme-one off that number being in the
chair. They dare no therefore submit the
measure to Par!rament as they had pledged
themseives to do.

But what ipore sir' They bad piedged
themselves in the Governor's speech to
submit the scheme to the legislature,-in ten
paragraphs ul that speech Confederation
sties out as plainly as an>thing can, and
notwithstanding that, the irovernment dare
not bring down their scheme But what did
they do? They tabled a resolution and car-
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ried it through the House, 1 do not know

by what majority, deciarine the whole scheme
impracticable What was this done for but

to deceive the people who were rising aga.nst
the measure Eight or nine thousand per-
sons however had already pet tioned Parna-
ment, and I behieve that some hitte respect
was paid to those petitions, for I think that
it was in consequence of them that the resc-

lutin which I have cited was brought down

Ever5 th-ig tIen becane cait and smooth -in
the Prov.nce,-no man expected that the

ques' on woa d c)mV up aain before a
genera eectcn wouli take place When,
in ine fo iowîg year, 1SCS. tue leg s'ature
was about to meet, a speech vas prepared

for the Governor, n wbch no mention was

made of the scheme The people then esa.
'there w.ll be no confederatian now, the go-

vernment have abandoned it unt l after the

general election But, whatever means ha 1
been uEed in the recess, the government soon

began evidcntly to feel that they wou t be

stroncer on the subject in 1566 than in 1S35
In the former year the Bille and Bourinots
were in deadly hos'iity to confederation.
but when tie resolution to appoint delegates
to Eogland was brought in during the ses-

sion of 1866, we find them recording their

vote n favor of it I do not wish to impute
motives, I mere'y w sh to state facts and let
t2e people draw their own conclusions But
t is ev.den- tuat when they found that a

Ereat number of tait class of men were ta

be made Legislative Councillors al Sena-
tors, they voted for it

But were there no other improper means

used' I well recollect the sensatiou which

prevailed throuzhout the country when the

leader of the Government cme down and de-

clared that he had received despatches cf too

startiing a nature to be announced on the

floors of Parlament, but that be couli say
this much that the Province of New Brune-

wick was about to be invaded That an,

nouncement,it i said, took over twomen to

tbe Government ranks,-it was made wah

the detiaa of takîng over men But lot us

see what otber means were made use of By
the Quebec resoluttons tne twelve Senators

were to be taken out of the Legisiat ve Coun-

cil,-here was a beautiful chance of holdmrn
out to twenty four gentlemen the prospect of

promotion The twelve Senators, by the
Quebec resolutions. as I have said, were to

be talken trcm the Upper Bouse, if gent'emen

holanZ seats there were willng to go, ani
not only so, but batf of the number were to

be taken from the Opposition, and that was

anc tier reason for gentlemen votinz for tte

resolution But in the Act these provisions
were struck out, and the Government then

aid "1 Oh, we are nct bound to do that '

The i esolution giviig the Government power
to appoint delegates to go to England for the

purpose of arrangiug a scheme in connection

WIth tbe British Mînstry, was carrie-1

ihrough this Houseatthedead hour of nght,
and the " previous question'" was moved to

sout out debate The wily Archibald, know-
îng taat such a proceeding woulid damn the r

case, asked the Government to withdtaw the

motion, which was accordîngly done,--ger.
tlemen rose out of their beds on that nîght

and came here to defend their country from
the men who were determined to sweep away
ther righti Then there was another plece cf
hypocrisy practised on the Leislature Ir-
stead of the resolution, whc I referrei ta,
about the appoinment of Senators be'ng
carr;ed out, and the selections beon ma le
from both sides n the Legislative (con-,
only six or seven were taken from that bcdy,
and not a man was appointed from tle rafno
of the Opposition. That is a fact wl-ich I
challenge any gentleman to deny There was
but one man in the whole country appointed
to the Senate from the ranks of the Oppos-
tion, and that was Mr Locke, a memter cf
this House That renoiution of this Housc m
1866 was carried by the basest decept.on an
misrepresentat.on

I have remarked that the interents af Nof.
Scotla were swept away by that Confedera-
tou A-t, and I ask now how the people cf
Canada wouli have borne such treatment
from ine Britlh Government" If an attemp'
had been made to attach Canada to a greater
country, what would have been the couse-
quence ' There wouli ha- e been an instanta-
neous rebellion This last fall, wben they
denied the right to a few individuals to ex-
press theýr opinions at the polls on the elec-
tion of a member of Parliament, a riot was
raised, the Sheriff w. srezed, and his papers
taken from him. and not a man was allowed
to be nominated in the district That s the
way they do things in Canada, and 3et thl
Canadian champions in Nova Scotia, because
we ask simply to lave an Act of Parliament
repealed, tell us that we are rebels. I have
already said, thiat the Legislature had no
right to transfer their authorr*y to the Par-
hament of England to paso a l9w for Nova
Scotia The Crown havîng granted us the
power ta make laws for ourselves, had no
rigtt to interfere with that power, the Br.-
tish Government shou'd bave called on us to
pass the Act, and if it did not afterwards
suit their views, they could bave reected it
They bad a right, if the necessities of the na-
tion required it, to say that we shoulid con-
tinue no longer in our present connection,
but tbey had no right to force us into an un-
nataral connection with anc ther country
You may tarn a man into the toeet, but you
have no right to dictate to him whether he
shall zo eat or west, north or south, after
you have driven him away, you must let him
choose for himself Yes, sir, I undertake to
say that the whole Act is unconttutional,-
that it is a breach of fat on the part of
Enlaud with our people

They tilt us that Parhxament had the un
doubted right to pass this law Wbat w. t
that propos.t.on liad to Some men a httle

more ambitious than the lat' Government,
may induce tae Commons'of England to pass
an Act to transport us to the plains of Sibe
ria, or consign us to the Black Hole of Ca-
cuita If you adm t their power to deat witai

us azainEt our will. where will be the limt
to that power We had the authonity tr

Nova Scota to make ou'r own lawe, sud we
did make them, we made such as we thought
best suited to tise people of this country, and
under them the Province flourished as no
other part of the British possessions d-i. We
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kept ourselves out of dett, for, if we happened
to fa'l a i It e short one year, we arranged the
Tariff the next accordingly. and kept our-
selves square Hca was it w.th Canada'
Ste did not manage ber affaira in that wa*.
mnstead ofacting prudently and safely as No-
va Scota d.d, sbe went intorebe 1 on on seve-
ral occasions, and the cost of these rebe!lins
bangs over ber head at this moment, and we,
the faithful and hiyal subyrcts of our beloved
Sovereien, are now calhed on *> assist in psy-
.n g :t of. Because we do not sbmtt with a
good grace tè,s sa d, "O' Nou are re)els ani
annexat on:s' Tne resat:on of 18>6 tid
the delegates that thy must "et a c'eme
that wou'i do eqial 1 t'io to aI. th e P r -

vmnets N ow, I ask, if the tcbeme they di
get gives ns equal -ast.ce w.th Canada' I
deny that it does It has swept away al tbe
old revenues whca we had under the 10 per
cent Tar if, and has impoed a tai of 15 per
cent The add5ton-i 'i per cent wJJ reai ze
$524,000. of which S200 000 will be taken
away t Canada, leav:nz S324,000 to pa:' us
our 80 cents per head. Lt me ass if that :s
Jast Tne c--me startled even tbe Finance
Munister of Canada, for te told bis peop'e
that white t'le deleestes from Nova Scot:a
bad consented to reduce the amount d.stribut-
ed for too-r cvl wabts t te extnt cf
$200,000 or z300 000, the scheme woîld cive
to Canada a m. 1on dollars more for local
purposes than ever they bad bfore H1ew,
then, can ary man stand up and say that the
measure does just.ce to Nova Scot:a' More
than that, .t gives the General Parliament
power to tax the people of Nova Scotua b3
every methOd -- l :o any extent that may be
required

But it may be sail that our representation
at Gttawa can prctect u s from injastice,-we
bave had a fa.r trial of that, and what power
bave they bad to pro'ect us' Though they
atood stopIder to shoulder, how could we ei-
pect them to accompsh anatoing aganst
160 members' Ontario and Qjebec bave got
the power in their hands, and will combine
to use it whenever tie rt'rests of Canada rc-
quire that they should do so Nor is that
our orly groind of complaint Tae Act
takes away from our people the power of ap-
pointig a sngle wayai ofice keeper or t'de
waiter,-this patronae 1s ail ve"ted in a
Government 800 miles away We bave been
told that there 1s not a great deal ot feel'ng
in oppos.tion to the Fecheme throughout the
country-that that feelng will al die out In
a short time, and that the great majority of
the intelligent people are in favor of Union,
while against :t there are but a few pol.t-ca
demagogues. I say that such is not the case
as regards the County of Colchester at least,
and, without saying much in her faver, I
thnk I may say that she may be conidered
as rtntlhgert as any o h<r county mn the
Province And how did matters stand there'
I w ti take it for granted that the feelinz in

most of the ctoer counties is sým.'ar to tnat
whch was exhibited there, but in Cclchester
we had a fairer test of toe opinions of tbe
peop'e on this quest'on We bad the onl
Dominion offic.al who came before the people
of Nova Sootia at the polls, we had a man
bor vthn the county,with atl thie infuences

of a latge fam ly connection, with the influ-
ences of the late lament-d S G W Arch-
b 'd, with a professional practice of twenty-
Eve yeare, wth bs own long po ýtical exuer-
ience, and against these influences the friends
cf Confederanon thonglht L 'mpos:He that
the peopleef Colchester cou, mthe elec-
tion Bit I am proud 'a Fsa that the peope
Of Colcheter in their msjes'3 rose superior
to the d Et t es of 'he hour, vtd notwth-
Etandxg t3st the Home Sec-etary coud
stand up and tetl us that Queen Vctoria was
in favor of Confede-ation, that the Impera.
Patrament was ýn favor of Confederat on,
toat every intel.'gcnt man in Ecgland was

fvor of 1c, tha* the G eror G-eral vas -n
favor of 't, and tbat the M- -:ry cf Caa X
were :n favor of t,-a'to'gc he o'd pott
t, New B anwek, a-d t .'bt h-r p'op.o
woen they becmme we cf c-d on tte sa'
ject accepted Y' t':a: ot, 3 t be found tc
bad ;ost '- ' a e un e -c'en day ei- r
round And -re e 'l'e e All c :nfirets taa'
he bai to s: 1 - ' N, s.r, let mv tel!
3ou that be had '.o Goverument of Nova
b oa at hs bc'k-' bal in b-s court, one
of the min:stry of 4.-c day and one cf the
l'gusalate council'r cof the dat , he b all

ne inflaence of tbe edctioral irPtitu'ins
at bis bacs, he ad the Jade and Reg'trar
of Pro-a'e and th" R-ozitrar of Deeds to
ase -t bm, he had the railroad ta d through
tas cointy, witn the mflience of the depart-
ment in bis favor, and te tad also a railroad
in prospect, the expenses of wb'ch I always
asserted, and my acsertion bas been ver1fied
ta our sorrow, would bave to te borne b3 ur
Wýta all these influences at Mr. Arch bald's
back. ve overtbrowed h'm by a msjority of
tour bund-ed It was a noble and a mighty
victory We felt that the eyes, not only of
aIl Nova Scot:a, but of Brit:sh America as
vwl', were unon us, for there was the Home
Secretary of the Dominon cominz to the
poll But te ls5 had t> gather up the mu-
t1:a'ed soreds of bs former polîtical reputa-
t'on, and tas betsken himsel to the wilds of
Canada, b'dd'ng farewell t> lis native couns
t- I be: eve 'f occas'on required, every
county in the Province would do the came,
for wti'e Nova Scot'ans can boast of their
loyalty t> England, and will be ready to
figtt ber batt.es, if necessary, while she gives
them the r ghts of free men, they will never
be lojal to Canada under a Confederation
Act forced upon tbm as tbs bas ben. No
air, ct or f' vEa' t EVER' '' We come
now to a noteable speech made in the Ottawa
Parhtament by one D'Arcy McGee who. I
tamnk, tock a great deal of liberty with our
people whcn, .n the absence of their chame
pion, in a speech pondered over for days,
sient over fer n:ghts, he insinuated that the
infiences brought to bear in this country
were not very creditsb e to our loyalty Hao
he forgotten the time when he was an expaa
triated rebel, with a reward of S1000 set up-
co bis bead' How dare he stand up there
and p-esci about sediton' I wonder the
men whom be addressed allowed him to sit
among tem, there could not have been any
Tom Morrison there Let him step boldly
off wth the laurels which he won in the cab-
bage garden; but let him not talk to Nova
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Seotians about loyalty. He told the repre-
sentatives of this Province that they sat there
on a three.-legged lie; ah, sir, I thank him
for that expression; they do sit on a threc-
legged lie, but :ho put them there ? They
sat there by virtue of the Act uniting us to
Canada. I point to the preamble of that
Union Act, in which it is said that the people
of Nova Scotia desired a Union with Canada.
There is the first leg of the lie. Tnen I pomt
to the assertion made across the Mater, that
Adams G. Archibald was the leader of the
opposition of this country, the fact being
that he had been discarded from that position
long before. That ie lie the second; and if
you want the third leg of the stool, I point
to the lie which our late Premier pu, into the
mouth of Mr. Watkin, about this matter hav-
ing been submitted at the polls in 1863. There
is his three-legged lie for him lt appears
that notwithstanding all that bas been said
on the subject, the Confederates think we are
to have no repeal. Well, sir, I confidently
believe that we wilt obtan repeal, because it
was said in the House of Commons. only last
year, that if the people were dissatisfied, they
must not be forced; and when they find that
our people never had an opportumity of exe
pressing their opinions, I think they will
willingly repeal the Act. Let them look
at the difficulties prevailing to-day in lI eland,
and which have arisen from the country being
forced into a union. Do they want to esta-
blih another Ireland in British America ?
And let me ask tbis question of the people of
England : If Ireland were where Nova Scotia
is, how long could she be held ? Not an
hour. The people of Ireland, I believe, are
struggling not so much to get rid of British
authority as to obtain a repeal of the Union,-
and to have their own Parliament restored.

We may look at Poland partitioned off
against her will, and then turnng to Ilun-
gary overrun by Austria, I would ask you to
allow Kossuth to plead lis country's wrongs.
We may look at Mexico, overrun by a foreign
power which placed Maximilian in a high
position, and we will see tiat man carried
out of the land which he ruled, a corpse. The
people of England must not expect that the
Anglo-Saxon race of Nova Scotia will be less
tenacious of their rights and privileges than
are the Celts of Ireland, or the people of any
of the other countries which I have named.
What we want is to have our institutions
placed in the position in which they have
been, and then we will be truly loyal,-I do
not say that we will not be truly loyal if we
do not get them restored, but there is not the
shadow of a shade of doubt that we will be so
if our request is heard. It is an entirely miss
taken policy to annex a emall country like N.
Scotia to a large country like Canada for the
purpose of giving the latter relief from her
political difficulties. If the position were re.
versed the smaller colony might be relîeved
by the annexation, but under aiher circum,
stances the snaller colony is sure to have its
influence swamped. If a coach and six be
fastened in the mud, and a light carriage be
attached for the purpose of assisting it, the
whole will become fixed, although the coach
and six could get the light vehicle out of the
difficulty with ease. So surely as they hold

us in the Act of Confederation the whole will
be overthrown, and that l a strong reason
why we should- get repeal. I would ask what
right have the people of England to sacrifice
us who have always been loyal for the benefit
of a people who have not been so ? I deny
the justice of such a proceeding. Our people,
as I have eaid, have always been loyal, and
they will remain so if their i:stitutions are'
left to them, but we think it a hardship that
our interests should be sacrificed in Order
that these fellows in Canada may- be kept in
order.

The Act was passed against our remon-
strances-I ask if that was British? I it
constitutional that our rights and liberties
should be taken away without a hearing ?
The mîost contemptible sheep thief within the
realm obtains a hearing before he is deprived
of his liberty, snd are we to be treated
worse than a sheep thief would be? I believe
not; it is one of the beauties of British law
that no man cau be condemned unheard.
Among the reasons given for the great change
that has been forced upon us, was the asser.
tion that it was necessary for us to confede'
rate for defensive purposes. But will this
paper confederation shorten the line wh-ch
separates us from the American republic?
Can it produce a dollar more for defence than
we would have had otherwise, vithout in.
creased taxation ? Will it bring a man more
into the field than we would have had other-
Mise? The argument in favor of uniting for
defence falls to the ground as soon as it is
toucbed. Then we were told we must con-
federate in order to regulate our Currency,
and upon that point I heard one of the dele-
gates expatiate• he told us who the delegates
to Charlottetown were, and what great quali-
fications they possessed, and then said that
when they got to Prince Edward IEland the
whole five of them were unable to count
their passage mcney! O mockery of mock-
eries! Five men who could not count their
passage money to Prince Edward Island,
chosen to frame a new Constitution for Brit-
ish North America! And that vas one of
reasons advanced by one of our " leading
minds " in support of Union. In conclusion,
Mr. Speaker, we are askîng the Commons of
England to repeal this Act because it bas
created a feeling of distrust in the breast of
every Nova Scotuan, and by repealng it they
will show to the world that they are willng
to do justice to the meanest subject who tan
show a cause of just complaint If our re.
quest be granted our people will be pesceable
and contented. It 1s because they wish to
remain peaceable and contented within the
British Dominions that we ask for Repeal,
and we vill continue to ask until it is grant-
ed. I vant to see every man on these
benches voting for these resolutions-help.
ing to restore the Constitution of this coun-
try. I vaut every man in this Assembly,
and every man throughout the length and
breadth of Nova Scotia to fiel as warmly
and earnestly on the subject as I fiel, for 1
tell you that if I had a thousand voices, yes
ten thousand voices, and could raise them
ail at once, I would shout Repeal ' REaP. I

REPEAL '! now and forever.
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SPEEOR 0F MRB. SMITiir.

Mr. SmTn said:-I feel it to be a duty
which I owe to my constituents to state frank-
ly my opinions on the question which is now
agitating the minds of the people of this
Province In doing so I shall endeavor to
adopt that temperate and dispassionate etyle
of address. which I believe is the best adapt-
ed on the floors of any Legislature to attract
the attention of the gentlemen who are ad-
dressed, and to recommend itself to the judg-
ment of every one sittiug on these benches. I
regret very mucb, that in the discussion of
this question, every gentleman who addresses
the House is necessarilv constramned to at-
tack the leader of the Opposition, who bas
advanced the only arguments on bis side of
the question, sud if in the remarks which'I
am about to make, I am obliged to animad-
vert stronly upon some of the observations
which have fallen from him, I trust that he
will believe that I do so with the most earnest
desire to avoid anything lîke personal re-
crimination. But ir, every gentleman on
these benches bas a solemu duty to perform
in the interests of the people who have elect,
ed him to represent them This is a moet Im-
portant criais iu the bistory of Nova Scotia.
Whether for weal or for woe the people of
this country are now called upon to offer a
remonstrance against a union which, in defi-
ance of their wishes, bas confederated them
with Canada, sud bas jeopardized, as they
believe, the prosperity and happiness of their
country. When the scheme was firet brought
before the public in a substantial shape, I
gavéto it the calmest and most dispassionate
consideration that it vas in my power to be-
stow upon it, and came to the conclusion that
if the people of the country consented to al..
low their interests to be bartered away by
that measure, then they had much less intel-
ligence and spirit than I imagined they pos-
sessed. Under these circumstances I deemed
it to be my duty, casting aside my own feel.
ings and severing many associations, to come
forward and assume au independent stand,
and advocate the interests of the people of
this country. I felt that the scheme in itself
did not ensure c*a just provision " for the
interests of Nova Scotia; and I intend ad.
dressing the Rouse and country, and giving
to 'hem, in as concise a form as is possible,
the reasons why I-conceive the measure to be
most disastrous to the dearest interests of the
people First of all, there was no exigency in
the position of this country that required it
to be confederated in the manner in which it
bas been. It muat be apparent to every one
that the representatiott which that scheme
gives to the people of this country places
them in a painfully humiliating position, and
csats them, perfectly impotent and helpless,
at the feet of an alien majority. I felt, how-
everl true this might be, that it vas impossible
to apply any other principle than that of
population in the construction of the popular
brancb, yet some provision should at least
be made to guard the interests of this coun-
try in the upper branch-in the Senate of the
General Parliament.

We have heard a good deal about the Con-
stitution of the United States in this debate.

The hon. member for Invernesshas cast many
aspersions upon democratic and republican
institutions, and however ready I arn to ad«
mit that the constitution of Great Britain- is
far superior to that of the American Repub-
lic, yet I very much regret that the gentle-
men who favored the British North America
Act did not look more closely than they did
into the systern of the United States, which
preserves at all events one admirable prin-
ciple. aid that is, the one which gives the
smallest State an equal representation in the
Senate Chamber with the greatest State It
may not be known to every gentleman
around me that although in the Lower House
the principle of population regulates the re-
presentation. yet in the Upper House the
most insignificant State has an equal voice
with the largest and most populous. Why,
sir, the vise and sagacious men who framed
that constitution did not act in the triflhng
manner which appears to have been the
case with those public men who framed the
constitution which we are now asked to live
under. Not one of the smallest of the thir,
teen Stotes would have gone into the Union
unless such a provision for their rights had
been assured them. We are not only iu a
powerless minority in the lower branch, but
also in the Upper House-nothing bas been
dons to protect the interests of the smaller'
member of the Confederacy. I entertaifi
il~ewise very strong convictions that whèi~
any body of men attempt to change the con-
stitution of a country like this, or undertake
to sweep away theindependence of our Legis-
lature, to trifle as they have done with the
feelings of our people,-that they should at
lesat have had the modesty to say to the
people: "Are you iilling to have these
changes brought about?" They should at
least have bad the consideration to have
asked the people of this country, will you
permit us thus to deal with your dearest in-
terests, sud sweep you away into the bands
of a Canadian majority ? Not only did they
not do this, but they coolly sud unhesitatingly
set at defiance and scoffed contemptuously at
the wishes of the people of this country. Io
it not a matter of history with respect to this
Confederaion that the people of Nova Scotia
were not only opposed-to-thscheme itself,
but to the passage of any such measure with,
out its having been first submitted to them at
the polls.

When the hon. member for Inverness
scouted the ides of leaving a question of snch
a character to the people, be endeavored to
bring forward some arguments in support of
his position. He boasted of the absurdity of
leaving questions of this kind to the people
at the polls as manifest from the whole of
Brtish authority. Be asked the House
whether Sir Robert Peel, a man whom be eu-
logized in the mont expressive terms, and
the potency of whose colossal genius bas left
its mark upon the history of the world. vas
not a good authority on constitutional ques-
tions, and proceeded to assert that that states-
man paEsed the Catholhe Emancipation Bill
without leaving it to the people. But bis
case was no similitude here. I am free to ade
mit that Cathoisu emancipation vas an alter-
ation of the constitution, but I tell the bon.
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gentleman it vas not an overihrow of the
constitution. It was the passage of an act
which the very Parlhament who passed it
might have afterwards repealed. It was not
an infringement of the rights and the privie
leges of the Bri4tish public-it was done with
their consent, in obedience to the spread of
more expansive and generous ideas, which
taught them that the time had come to strike
down bigotry and intolerance. and open the
door to Her Majesty's Catholio subjects to
coure in and enjoy the same polijtcal privi-
leges which were extended to their Protestant
brethren. In the case of ourselves, the
rights and privileges which we had so long
enjoyed were swept away at one " fell
swoop.",

The hon. gentleman next referred to the
abolition of the Corn Lawc There is no
more similitude here than in the previous
case. That question was before the people
for years, and we know that British states-
men occupy a very different position from
the publie men of this country. Invariably
the leadin.r publie men of England, after a
session of Parliament, go dowto t their con-
stituents and address them upon any quesa
tion which may be agitstsng the public mind;
they take every pains to ascertain the views
of their constituents, and communicate their
own. The repeal of the Corn Laws was a
question with which the British people were
perfectly fam2iliar. But is it to be said that
because Sir Robert Peel refused to submit a
question of this kind to the people-because
heheld such a course Io be unconstitutional,
therefore it is a precedent for the passage of
the Confed2ration Act ? Is it to be a prece-
dent for making, not merely a material
change in, but actually destroying, a con-
stitution ? I hold that responsible govern-
ment has been destroyed, as far as the peo-
ple are concerned, by the character of our
representation at Ottiwa. Suppose every
member from the Maritime Provinces was to-
oppose any messure which the government
of Canada might think proper to introduce
affectîng the interests of Nova Scotia, and
that that measure was nevertheless passed;
the people of Nova Seotia might feel that
an act had been carried outraging their feel-
ings and injurious to their peculiar institu-
tions,-but at no election in the Province
could the men who carried that obnoxious
measure be responsible to anybody They
would b> responsible only to the Canadiau
people, and not to the electors of Nova Sco-
tia whose interests wnould be pecularly af
fected. Therefore I say that under the cîr-
cumstances Nova Scotta, standing as sic
does numerically inferior in both branches of
the General Parliamert, occupies a position
not only humiliating, but postively dan-
gerous.

We have been. told time and again by the
press in th t int-erest of the Confederate party
that Nova icotia would exercise a controlling
influence in the House of Commons in cou-
sequence of the antagonism existing between.
the Upper a ud Lower Canadians; but what
bas been the esult? I laughed at the ides
when I hear< i it for the first time, because it
was so palpa ble to sny one that had a mind
to think tiat tie moment Canadian interets

were affected Upper and Lower Canada would
unite as one. fias not that actually hap-
pened? Take the tariff question, for in-
stance. We find all the representatives from
the Maritime Provinces except three voting
against that tariff, and what was the result ?
You find Sir John A. MacDonald leading up
the Upper Canadians, and Mr. Cartier the
Lower Canadians, to pass the tariff despite
the opposition of the Maritime Provinces
The tocsin of alarm has only to be sounded,
and resistance is in vain ! We have, how.
ever, our Local Legislature, and it is only
here that we can speak effectively; and I
hope and trust when our voices have been
heard that the Canadians will eee that there
i8 spirit enough left in the people of Nova
Scotis to nerve themn to every effort to shake
themselves free forever from this hated thral-
dom.

It bas been urged by the hon. member for
Inverness that it is absurd for any one ac-
quainted with constitutional law to declare
that the people should be consulted at the
polls. I contend it to be constitutional, and
I intend to argue it from speeches and letters
vritten by two gentlemen, one of whom as-
sisted in transferring this country over to the
Canadians. I wti now first call your atten-
tion to what occurred in the House of Cous-
mons, when this bill was introduced. You,will recollect that Mr. Bright, in the interest
of the people of this country. stood forth for
their rights, and asked the House not to press
the measure; ho wished action to be suspended
until the next general election, when the peo-
ple would pass upon the scheme. When he
told that august body of men that the people
of this country had never had an opportuni.
ty of passing upon this measure, what was
sasd by Mr. Watkin-the gentleman who
had been in constant communication with
the Delegates ? Did ho treat that remark of
Mr. Bright nas triflig ? Did he say that it
was not necessary that the people of this
country should not be consulted ? No, he
feilt the force and eficacy of this argumentt
and what did he do? I take it from the
speech of the late leader of the Government
(Dr. Tupper) previous to the general elec
tion, in bwhich he describes the scene between
himself sud Mr. Watkin. " Ir. Watkin,"
he said, " came to me and asked me, wjhat is
your aneswer to Mr. Bright ?" If Mr. Wat-
kin thought there was no force in the argus
ment of Mr. Bright he would not have refer-
red to the hon. member for Cumberland.
The answer bas been sent broadcaste iver the
province of Nova Scotia; it was untrue; but
on whose shoulders the falsehood rests I will
not undertake to declare. That a gentleman
occupying the proud position of Mr. Watkin
would perpetrate a statement which every.
body knows to be as falseless as the fabric of
a vision, seems almost incredible We find
that very Parliament refusing to coerce
Neewfoundland and P. E. Island into that
Union; and why? Because the people of those
Colonies were opposed bo the measure, and
therefore in common justice, and in accord-
ance with constitutional usage they refused
to draw them into the operation of this Act.
We find the same principle observed with re-
ference to this province. The preamble of
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the Act shows that the Parliament believed
the people of Nova Scotia were actually in
favour of the Union. Therefore I believe if
the statesmen of Great Britain had not been
egregiously deceived, they would not have
placed on the records of the country an Act
taking away the rights and privileges of the
free people of Nova Scotia.

I find the hon. member for Cumberland
enterta:ning the same opinion that I hold,
and I believe if we could understand the real
feelings of the hon, member for Invernesp,
you woull find Ulm dissatisfied with the
manner in which the scheme vas passed.
We find this feeling cropping out in one of
the amendments moved by the bon member,
where he says "ihowever desirable it may
have been to leave the question to the peo-
ple," but occupying the position which he
does, it would not have done for hima to bave
made any greater admission. Are there not
gentlemen here who remember the constitu-
tional questions that arose in 1861? T wo
or three certainly will recollect when the
present Equity Judge and Dr. Tupper urged
upon Earl of Mulgrave tc dissolve the Legis-
lature because the people vere opposed to
the government. Petition after petition vas
brought in to the House in favour of a die-
solution, although the government had a
majority in this body. The bon. member for
Cumberland expreesly stated that it vas un-
constitutional and wrong for any govern-
ment ta bring down to this House an impor-
tant measure when it was evident that they
were in a mnority in the country. In Jan
1861 Dr. Tupper wrote a letter to the Eart of
Mulgrave, pressing him to dissolve the
House, in which he says:-"Several large
and iefluential constituencies have condemn-
ed the present government, and have prayed
your Excellency for that redress which, as
the Representative of Her Majesty, you are
empowered to afford when imperatively de-
manded, in order to preserve thatfundamLen-
tal princzple of the consttution of this Co-
lony, which -requires that the government
shalt be conducted in accordance wtth/ Ihe
well understood wishes of the people."

That is not ail. Writing to the Duke of
Newcastle, the then Colonial Secretary, the
hon. gentleman said :-

"Having proved to His Excellency that he
bas a Ministry around hiam, acting in defiance
of the well-understood wishes of the people,
I consider that there is but one course that
eau justly be pursued. And, sir, if the people
of this country are treated with contempt, if
they are deprived of the true constitutional
mode of expressing thseir opinion, there is
but one resort left to them. Then the consti-
tutional opposition in this House would be
driven to assume a duty which they have
never yet been callied upon to assume-a
course shewn by Earl Grey to be open to us.
Sir, the moment so figrant a violation of
our rights vas permitted as the contimuance,
in power of a Government after it had been
shewn by the clearest evidence that it
had been sborn of its strength, not only the
people of Nova Scotia, but of Britieh North
America, and wherever free institutions and
and the principles of liberty are upheld,
would rise and vindicate their rights by that

determined struggle for freedom, whih muet
ever ensue when an attempt le made to put
down the liberties of freemen."

Again he says:-
"iDestitute of representation in the Parlia.-

ment of Britain, with our most eminent men
systematically exclnded fron the highest pc-
sitien in their own country, and for which
their colonial experience and training emi-
nently fits them, it is impossible that the free
spirit of the inhabitans of British North
America ca fail soon to be aroused to the
necessity of asserting their undoubted right
to have their country governed in accordance
with the well undersiord wishes of the
people. "

Now I ask the hon. member for Inverness
to explain why it it should be constitutional
to appeal to the people under the circum-
stances in question, and unconstitutional to
do so in reference to a measure far transcend-
ing in importance any question ever before
submitted in this country.

The hon. member for Inverness said he
laughed at the idea of referring to American
institutions as a guide for the country. Now
we find the hon. member for Cumberland
making use of expressions lîke these in the
same letter which i~e addressed to the Duke of
Newcastle --

""The people of this Province have been
content, my Lord, to pay a salary of fifteen
thousand dollars a year ta a Governor sent
from England, besides a large additional sum
to keep up his establishment, while the State
of Maine, with twice our population, bas the
przilege of electing that officer from among
her people, and pay him fifteen thousand
dollars "

The hon. gentleman bas endeavored to ri-
dicule the legal knowledge evidenced by the
Attorney General. He bas treated the obser-
vations made with reference to the right of
the British Parliament to pass any Act touch-
ing the constitution of this country as per-
fectly futsle. He declares that the British
Pariament, whenever they tbought proper,
have changed the constution of these colonies
He bas referred to Australi and Jamaica, but
I ask him if the constitution in those colonies
wss not changed in accordance with the
wishes of the people ? Was it not doue in Ja-
maica when it became necessary for Imperial
interests to destroy the constitution after a re-
bellion and bloodshed ? Was it not done in
aceordance with the wishes of the people?
and therefore, there is no parallel in the
cases whatever. We find that this country
occupies a very different position from Great
Britain-the constitution of the latter has
grown to maturity by degrees-it bas reached
its present position by precedent and custonm
with unlîmited power; but a constitution like
ours is of a very diferent character. and
therefore the analogy which he bas drawn
from the repeal of the Corn Laws and the
Catholic Emancipation is without applica-
tion to the case we are now considering. Our
constution is based upon that charter which
the Hon. Attorney General riferred to, and
althongh it may have been materially
changed by despatches from the Colonial
Secretary-although it may be altered by
the action of thie Parliament-jet having a
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charter from the Crown, limiting our au-
thority, our rights and privileges cannot be
taken away from us without the consent of
the people.

The hon. member has also referred to the
question of mines and minerals. which bave
for a long time occupied the attention
of the people of this country. He has told
you that before that question was settled, the
people of Nova Scotia had to resort to tie i-
perial Parlianent, and there obtain a eurren-
der of their rights. I have under mt haud
the decision of learned Englhsh Counsel, taken
at the instance of this House, where the
perinciple laid down by the Attorney Generl
se fairly establisied, that this country be-
lossged to the Crown-that it was not held n
trust for the people of Nota Scott%, but pure-
ly iu Sovereignty. The hon. member for In-
verness knows the decision to which I refer

Mr. BLANCHARD -1 never said a word
about the question of Mines and Minerais; I
only referred to the Civil List.

Mr. Sutru -The principle, however, is th
same in both cases. The decision in question
reads thus :-

"l In the sense in which we understand the
firet question, we are of opinion that tre
Crown does not bold the mines and minerals
of the Province of Nova Scotia for th- bnefit
of its subjects there settled, for we think that
the mines and minerals in question, were sO
absolutely vested in the Sovereign, as3 that he
might dispose of then in such manner as he
should think fit, without any lmit to his die-
cretion. We therefore are of opiion, that the
.grant of all the mines and minerals to au in-
dividual for sixty years, was not au undue
exercise of the prerogative "

They state thirdly : " We see no reason for
thinksug that such warrant, or any grant, or
lease made, or to be made under its authority,
would be subject to be revoked quea impro-
vide emenavt, or any other cause "

ln conclusion they state: " Our opinion
on the whole case reste upon, the principie
that the mines and minerals in question be-
longed to the Crown in absolute and uncon-
trolled dominion and property, and that they
were therefore disposable at the pleasure of
the Crown. It would be vain to attempt to
-aite cases upon the several -questions put to
us, but upon the general principle on which
our opinion is founded, tae observations of
Lord Mauefield, in Campbell vs Hall, 1et
Cowper, 204, may be referred to."

Now it will be seen that these legal gentlem
men dehberately came to the conclusion that
this country is held as the exclusive proper-
ty of the (,rown. They say the Crown has
passed a charter, granting to this country
certain rights, and it s unconstitutional, un-
der that charter, for the Parliament of Eng-
land. to overthrow our constitution without
the consent of the people.

The hon. member made another reference
to shew the power of Pariament, turning our
attention to the case of Cape Breton. Every
one knows that thiat case bears not the
slightEt resemblance to the position which
we occupy. That country had, no indepen-
dent Parîsament; the views of its people were
not represented in-a legislature of their own.
Cousequently, when the hon. member produ-

ces such a case, he must be perfectly aware
that bis ground is untenable He alto made
teveral references to the Unitéd States, and
one would suppose that he bad, all of a sud-
den, become perfectly horrified at democraltic
inst.tutions. He told the Attorney Generrl
that he had always known him as " the Tory
of Tories." I have always beard the bouble.
leader of the opposition spoken of as being
associated with the democratic party of tbis
country. I have always understood that he
Owes the position which he occupses, and the
" ourisbing practice" to which he referred.
tb the influence of that element, vhich lie was
seeking to advauce, and which professed to
recard most highly the rights and interests
of tie people.

The hon. gentleman told us with what ad-
miration he views "the wealth and intelli-
gence" of the metropcolis. We have liard
ad nauseam about the wealth and intelli-
gence of Halifax Is all the wealth' and in-
telligence of Nova Scotia concentrated in the
metropolis ? I cen look around the streets
Of Halifax snd point to men of both wealth
and intelligence who are arrayed with us su
the ranks of the anti-confederate pity;-
therefore it is idle for the hon. menber to
boast that he has the'wealth and intelligence
of the country on his side. However much
we may acknowledge the influence of the
metropolîs, yet throughout Nova Seotia
there are men of as good character a-id as
higih intelligence to be found even among
the laboring classes as many who roll in
their carriages through the streets of Halifax.
The men even of that class, who bring to
the subject sound intelligence and practical
common sense are as capable as he is of
knowing wl'en their rights are trampled on,
or the prospeiity of the country jeopardized.
and is it to be said that these men, because
the wealth and intelligence of the city are
arrayed against them, are not to be consult-
ed on a change of the constitution ? No sir,
when 1 look around these benches I see a
good indication of where the intelligence of
the country is, and when I know the gen-
tlemen who reflect here the opirions of the
people of Nova Scotia, I wonder to hear the
hon. member for Inverness, occi2pying the
position ,ehich he does, as the soltary voice
t be raised in the advocacy of the prineiples
of the confederata party, undertaking to say
that that id a great party. I know not in
what it is great, unless it is -because it re-
presents the wealth and intelligence of Hali-
fax? There are men in this community
whom I respect. but when the interests of the
peolie come ito contact with the influence
of Halifax, I feel it is time that their repre-
sentatives sbould stand up and advocate the
interestsand propound the princi»les which
we do to-day : that before the constitution is
changed or overturned it is incumbent and
necessary to consult the feelings of the peo-
pie Does not everybody know that the
question never was lsid before the people in
a tangible shape, until the last election, al-
thougi it may have been discussed as a pure-
ly theoretical question through the press ?
I undertake to say that previous to the pas-
sage of the Quebec Schemue, there were not a
hundred men in Nova Scotia who could tell



you what confederation meant, in reference
to the interests of the Province. I beleve in
my heart, having au abiding faith and con-
fidence in the British pubhie, and beieving
'England-to be governed by able and honor-
able men, that when they come to know the
position of our country, and the views of its
representatives, and when tiiey are told that
they have acted on false information, no
matter hoW valuable they may regard the
union in the hight of Imperial interests, the
British Parliament will ackuowledge that a
wrong has been done, and will resolve to
meet out to ps the sane measure of justice
and fair play which has been shown to Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland.

On what principle cau the British Govern-
ment keep Nova Stotia in this Confeders-
tion? If she is to be united against her wish-
et, why should not Newfoundland be drsg.
ged in ? It would be doubly insultîng, when
we represent our views respectfully to Enga
land, that she should coerce us into a Union
simply calculated to alien&te our feelings toe
wards the mother country. It wculd be un-.
fair in me to do more than lay my vieWsc
briefly before the House aftcr the length of
ine the-t thi debate has occupied. Tht lon.
member who preceded me has left me but lit-
tle to say, baving met many of the argu-
ments which I was prepared to answer. I
vill not therefore travel over matters with
which every member must be familar. I
would say, however, to the hon member fr
Inverness, that if he propounds, for a mo-
ment, the idea that the people of this country
intend to depart from the position they have
taken; if he believes for an instant that we
are misrepresenting the views of our consti-
tuents, be, is greatly mistaken. It was said
in the House of Commen. that areaction had
taken place in this country in favor of Con-
federation. That is not the case. I have
conversed with my constituents up to a re-
cent period, and I can assuie you that if it
were possible to intensify the disgust of the
pqople at this Union which bas been forced
on us, that disgust has been increased and
intensified. The people have seen, sir, since
the passage of the Act, during the late Ses-
sion, that the interests of Nova Scotia are in
the hande of men who, however faithful in
the discharge.of their duties, are unable to
resist successfully the majority that would
trample on their rights. One of the amend-
ments esys that the Act has not been long
enough su operation to judge fairly of its re-
sults That reminds me of locking the stable
door after the steed has been stolen; it is too
late to seek for relief when the Act has be.
come irrevocable. Now is the time for the
people to act, and nobly are they doing sa
Nobly will they continue to act-faithfully
and loyally-to the Crown, but with the most
solemu and serious earneEtDess that ever af-
fected the minds of a high-spirited people.
They are etermined to resist at ever. seacria
fice but that of their allegiance. Is it to be
wondered at that such is the opposition to
the acheme? Is thers a man bere ho, inthe
silence of his own chamber, bas not had his
blood boiled by the remembrance of the man-
ner in which he and his countrymen has
been treated?

True it is that one boon ba eea extended
to Nova Scotia by this Confederation Act-
the power to tax ourselves. Precious bless-
ing ! Ungrateful Nova Scotians ! Why do
you not go down on your marrow bones,
and give thanks for this beneficence? Ah,
by the way there is another boon: we get 80
cents a head to consile us for our position
When I contrast this pittance with the reo
venues which have been taken from us. I am
remnnded of the man who, after stealing a
pig, gave away the tail in charity to satisfy
his conscience. It was said that the delegates
were going to England to ask the British
Government to adopt republican institutions.
but I think that it would be hard for the hon.
member to shew the act constitutional and
right by either British or republican author-
t:es. In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I have to
eay that I sincerely desire a repeal of the
union, and I trust that the gentlemen, who-
ever they may be, who are entruEted with
the delicate and responsible duty of going to
the authorities of England, and Of placing
the case of our people before them, asking
them under al the circumstances to restore
us to our original position, and to repeal so
much of the act as affects Nova Scotia, will
do their duty fa thfully and with a due sense
of the responsiblity resting upon them. I
well know that the eyes of Nova Scotia will be
upon them, the heart of the country is with
them, the prayers of thousands will ascend to
Heaven for the accomplishment of their object
I ask the delegates to go firmly and iode-
pendently, and to tell our Sovereigu that the
people of this country are true and faithful
to her person and lier throne,-that we still
cherish and revere the mother country around
which0 so many historie recollections cluster,
-that there is not a Christian mother withiu
the land who does not teach her child to lisp
the name of our Gracious Sovereign with aa-
miration and respect; but that nothîng will
satisfy the people of this country until they
are placed in the position which their honor
and interests require by the repeal of an Act
passed in defiance of their aishes, and 1i de-
rogation of their rights.

The debate was adjourned.
Mr. BLANCHARD called attention of the

Goverument to the necessity of gîving imme
diate relief to the distressed lshermen in lu-
verneEs County,

The Houte adjourned.

Tnusn3Y, Feb. 13, 1868

The House m'et at 3 o'clock.
Hon. Puov. SEciETARY laid on the table a

memorial on the u.ubjet~of the ËorticlVtural
Society; aiso a money petitio.,

Mr. CAmPBELL presented [a~rnoney petition
from Rev. J. Chîsholm änd others, for aid
for certain distreesed fiebermen.

Dr. MuanAB presented a petition from Dr
R Munro aiíd overseers of the poor ia New
Glasgow asking for the rcturi of certain
moneys expended; also from the overeers of
the poor o Section No. 12 of the Eastern
District of Pictou, asking for the ieturn
of moneys expended on transient paupers;
also, from truetees of New Glasgow Schol
Seotion with regard to the school tax.
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lon. Mr. Frausgsao presented a petition
frome Low Point, C. B., in reference to a grant
of land.

Dr. Baows introdueed a b*11 to compel the
Windsor and Annapolis Rtilway Company to
pay certain d3 ke rates.

%Ir. ?IN.io introduced a bill to incorporate
tise Scotia Coal Company.

Mr. KrnsTarN presented a petition asking
aid for a bridge; also. one from persons ar
the head of Bedeque River for the tame pur-
pose.

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced A-c's to amend
the Act relating ta the Blue Lead Minieg
Co , the Dommion Gold Mining Co , and the
Provincial Gold Mining Co.

Mr. SMITo presented a petition praying
thit no substantial change be made in the
School Ac.

Mr. BLANCtAn presented a petition mn re-
fereuce to a ferry at Malagash

Mr. WBITE called attention to the distress
that prevailed among the fishermen, and
proposed a resolution in connection with the
.distribution of moneys for their relief He
was desirous that no time should be lost in
moving in this malter, and that the moneys
now lying idle in the hands of the Govern-
ment and the City Conmittee should be dis.
tributed without delay.

Mr. NonTaup explained that it would be
better to w -it before passing the resolution,
as a committee was now engaged on the part
of the city in preparing a report on the
subject.

After some remarks on the subject, Mr
White agreed to withdraw bis resolution, and
the followvng, moved by Mr. Blanchard,
was subsitated:-"Rsolved that a Commit-
tee be appoinsed to take charge of the sub-
ject of the distressed fishermen for the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia, and ta confer with the
government and the Committee appointed on
the saine sulject in the City of Halifax, with
reference to tue distribution of the moneys
received by the Mayor, for the relief of dis-
tressed fishermen."

Mr. NoRnRP mentioned that the report
current in some Canadian papers that the
Mayor had telegraphed that no more assi2t-
ance was wanted, was incorrect.

The followîng Committee was appointed:-
Ryerson, Blanchard, Kirk, Freeman, Ross,
White, Doucette, Hooper, DesBrisay.

Mr. KrDsoN presented a petrîion of J Mc-
lunes and others, praying aid for a road;

sîo, one from Murdoch McLellan and others
for aid for a Toad to St. Anne's harbour;
also froin Ingonishe and St. Anne's in refer-
ence to a breakwater at McNeil's harbour,
on which a considerable sum of money has
already been expended.

Mr. TnooP presented a petition in reference
to a bridge.

Mr. BLAseÂn asked the government
whether the rumour that was current, that
it was the intention to adjouru the Houee
during the next week until the summer, was
correct. It was but right that the flouse and
country should know whether it was pro-
posed to go on with the public business,
after the resclutions now before them had
been tsposed of.

Hon. Am£rr. Ga.nMUL replied that the hon.

gentlemen had been correctly Informed; it
was the intention of the government to pro-
pose an adjournment after the resolutions
had been passed. The term of the adjourn
ment was not yet determined.

SPEEE OF 1. NORTRUP.

Mr. Notrup then addressed the House as
foilows:- rise for the first time to addrees
this fHouse twith a good deal of embarrass.
ment, and I trust ir I shall say anything
which is not strictly within parliamentary
rule that I may be pardoned. I feel
that the question now before this Legislature
i one of rare importance to the people or
this country; every other question heretofore!
under consideration in comparison witis it
sinks into insigniricance. Wherever I look I
see nothing but doubt and uncertaiuity as to
the future. I knog men who have spent
many years in accumulauîng property who
are now anxious to learn what the future
condition of thibs country will be before en..
gaging largely in enterorise as they have
been accuit.imed tu do. Under these circum-
stances, I leel that every gentleman in this
Rouse occupies a position of great responsi-
bihlity-a responsibility whicih he must not
and cannot avoid. As far as I am myself
concerned I shalh endeavor to discharge my
duty to My constituents and to my country
as faithfully as I dan. The hon. and learned
leader of the Opposition has referred to the
case of Jamaica as analogous to our own, but
sc must be aware that whein the bill in connec-
tion vith that Island for the purpose of doing
away with its const.tution was introduced
into the House of Commons it was stated
that if sny one member had got up in the Le-
gislature of the colony, ana objected to the
change in the constitution, it woud not be
passed. Compare now the condition of
the two countries In Jamaica government
had become almost impossible, the people
were cutiung each other's throats. On the
other band Nova Scotia is a wealthy and
prosperous Province, occupied by a peaceable
and contented people, capable of exercising
ait the rights and privileges ot freemen. Can
the hon. gentleman then draw a parallel be
tween Nova Scoti and Jamaica? I think
not. The hon. gentleman then went on to
tell us that we should learn somethisng about
constitutional law. I do not pretend to be
conversant vith that subject, and I trust if
ever Ido I shall never use my knowledge as he
and friends have used theire,to sweep away the
consttutional rights of the people. There is
such a thing as constitutional usage, and, if
these gentlemen had regarded it, Nova Scotia
would not be in the position she oocupîes to-
day. A thousand years ago, in the days of the
Heptarchy, the king took his seat, and the ba-
rons sat on the platform, with the people all
around them. There the barons discussed
t!e questions of the day, and then the herald
put it to the people whether they would have
a change or not. What was done six years
ago, when the king was driven out of Naples f
Tie people had been striving for a long time
for liberty, and when they had driven this
tyrant out, what was done? The question of
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xonnection with the kingdom of Sardinis was
submitted to the people at the polls. Then,
when Venice was handed over to Italy, what
was done? The question was decided by the
people at the polls The United States has
often been referred to by the hon. Judge in
Equity for precedent!,-what happened in
Roxbury, in Matsachusetts, a year or so ago?
Roxbury had for some time enjoyed a corpo-
rttion of its own; a bill was, nowever, pass-
ed annexine the city to Boston, and it came
before the Governor He asked if the people
of Roxbury Lad expressed an opinion on the
subject. The reply was in the negative, and
te accordingly refused to asaent to the mea-
sure. Again, in Germany, we saw that the
States which were conquered hy Prussia were
coensulted in the formation of their constitu-
tion, and were allowed ta vote themîelves
into the North German Confederation Take
again the case of St. Thomas. The Danish
Government bave sold the Islaud to the Uni-
ted States, and the other day the queEtion
was submitted to the inhabitants at the polls,
and the whole people, with a few exceptions,
voted in favor of the transfer. Is it fair,
then, that the people of Nova Scotia sbould
be treated with less consideration than Enga
lishmen were a thousand years ago-than
Venetians or Neapolitans were more recently,
or the people of St. Thomas are to-day? Can
the hon. gentleman justify the vourse pur-
-ued by himself and friends in view of these
precedents ? Actions speak louder than words,
and these gentlemen told us by their actions
that Nova Scotians were not equal in intelli-
gence to the people I referred to. I consider
that a more tyrannical act was never commit.
ted on any people than the transfer of the
rights and revenues of Nova Seotia to the
control of Canada.

Now what bas been Dr. Tapper's publie
career from its commencement? He went to
the country first on the cry of Railways-that
the county would be ruined by their con-
struction. But when he came to this House
Le ran perfectly mad in building Railways.
Next Le got up the Retrenchment scheme, by
which he pledged himself most solemnly to
save $79,000 in the expenses of the Govern-
ment; but the moment he got in power, he
indulged in every species of extravagance,
and ran the country fearfully into debt, in-
creasing the public expenditure by $141,000.
tHis course throughout cannot be character-
ized otherwise than as a political swindle. As
respects Mr. Archibald, I confess I am sorry
to be obliged to feel towards him as I do. I
supported him for many years, and I remem-
ber when you, Mr. Speaker, opposed him in
Colchester. I fought against you; but where
is he to-day ? He bas fled to Canada amid
the execrations of his people, and there Loldo
a high position in violation of all constitu-
tional usage, and wielding the patronage of
this country in a most unconstitutional mana
ner. You, sir, on the other band, fought for
your country's rights with a fidelity that is
honourable to you, and I am proud to see
you occupying the Chair of this House with
so much dignty and ability. If Mr. Arcbi-
bald had adhered to his friends, he would
never have been driven out of Colchester; but
when he turned traitor to the people, he was
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beaten by the Colchestar boy despite ail the
influence and patronage in his hands. I do
not wish to say anythig harsh about'gene
tilemen who st in the last House, but it in
impossible not to feel indignant when one
binks of their unfaithfulness to their coun,
try. Dr. Tupper, it is reported, i to be made
Railwm.y Commisaoner, at a large salary.
Mr. Archibald bas been provided for, and if
we look to New Brunswick, we find Mr. Tilley
provided for. These gentlemen have salaries
of $5000 a year. Mr. Gray bas a enug place
of 54000, su connection with revisîng the
laws Mr. McMillan, the only New Bruns-
wicker who voted with Mr. Tilley
on the Tarff, Las been made Post
Office Inspector Therefore, you see that
these gentlemen take very good care of their
friends, and I think the same remarks apply
to the gentlemen who lately adminîstered the
government of this country. I remember
talking to one of the members of the late
House, and asking him " what about Con-
federation 7" "I am the father of the
House," was the reply. " I will keep them
all right." But when the vote was taken on
the question, that gentleman was found vo-
ting against his country, and now he site in
the other end of the building. Another gen-
tleman told me, " I am going to England,
snd Tupper Las promieed not to bring up the
queEtion in my absence;" but he too voted
for the measure, and site in the other branch
of the Legislature. I do not believe that one
of those gentlemen :who thus changed their
sides could get a constituency to-morrow in
Nova Scotia. I remember reading somewhere
of an English politician whom the Govern-
ment wanted to buy, and what was hie an-
swer? " I can earn sixpence a day, and I
eau live on it." If we had more men of that
stamp in the lait House, this country would
not have been sold. We now find, as I bave
said, the Home Secretary administering the
patronage of this Province, although in his
present position he is without a constituency
and without the confidence of hie country.
That is a flagrant insult to the people of No-
va Scotia. I have been told of a gentleman
who had been doing the dutes of the Post
Master at Tatamagouche, but instead of
appointing him lpermanently, Mr. Archi-
bald had a Confederate appointed in his
place. A great deal has been said about New
Brunswick,. but what le the feeling there
now? I have been told by a person who un-
derstande the feeling of that province that
four out of five would be returned against
Confederation if an election were held there
toamorrow.

Much bas been said about persons holding
annexation proclivities, and in this connec-
tion let nie read an extract from the speech
of the Marquis of Normanby when the Union
Act was under consideration in the House of
Lords. He said :-

" If the North American Colonies felt
themselves able to stand alone, and showed
their anxiety to form themselves into an in-
dependent country, or even to amalgamate
with the Unzted States, he dsd not thtnk ît
would be wzse te resist that desire."

I ask this House and country if, after a
declaration of that kind from the noble Mar-
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quis of Normanby, annexation did not be.
come an open question in this country. He
is a nobleman who was formerly Lieutenant
Governor of this Province, and no one knows
the loyalty Of the people better than be does.
He was in thie Province when the Prince %f
Wales visited it Never was the loyalty of a
people exhibited more clearly than then;
there was not an old woman who had a six-
pence but invested it in a union jack and
hnng it out of the window. Notwithstanding
this, the Marquis said in substance-We wlii
annex you to the Canadas, and if you don't
like it you can go to the United States. I
beg to state, whilst speaking of this questioi,
that I have no ill feeling against the people
of Canada; I recognize them as fellow Brit-
ish subjects,-but I feel that we should be
allowed to govern ourselves without the in-
terference of others, collecting and disbursa
ing our own revenues.

Before passing from the speech of the Mar-
quis of Normanby let me say that such ex-
pressions as he used might not have caused
surprise if they had been promulgated by
Goldwin Smith or any of his Echool, and it
is certainly noteworthy that no contradic-
tion was given to these statements in either
House, and therefore we may accept them ae
the recognized opinions of the British Par-
liament. Now, the hon. member for Inver-
ness spoke of Falmouth. My great grand-
father, the person for whom I was naned,
left the old Aimerican States on account of his
loyalist principles, bringing with him his
slaves and household goode, and settled in
that township, which he repreeented in this
House, being elected to the firet representa-
tive Parliament, and sat with some of your
ancestors, Mr. Speaker, in the Legislature
for the rest of his life, which was twenty-five
years Yet I am to be told that if I don't
hke Confederation I eau go to the United
States.

I ask permission to read to the House an
extract from a paper expresing the opinion
of Mr. McDougall, who is now Commissioner
of Public Works in the Dominion Goveru-
ment:-

" In the Canadian Parliament of 1861 Mr.
McDougall stated that if the evils consequent
upon the union of Upper and Lower Canada
are not remedied, an alliance will be made
between Upper Canada and the Northern
States."

I call partieular attention to this speech,
and ask what would be sald if similar ex-
pressions were used here? Now Mr. McDou-
gall bas C. B. attached to his name, and oce
cupies an important position in the Govern-
ment of Canada as one of the Ministry. We
know, too, eomething about Mr. Howland
and Monsieur Cartier. The latter found it
very convenient to lay hie gun down when he
vas surrounded by British troops. Now,
because we are desirous of getting rid of a
tyrannical act, we are to be called annex-
ationists. Mr. McGee has a great deal to say
on this point, but I think it would better be-
come him to bold his tongue. But many
persons say, if we get Repeal we shall drift
into the United States; but I have no fear of
any such event, for Nova Scotia is able to
stand alone if she gets rid of this detested

Confederation. Ail we want is to live and
die under the Bntish flag; but if we do not
succeed in accomplishing Repeal, we shall
see where this ekeleton of a nation, as Mr.
McGee calls it, will carry us. My belief is
that Chis whole Confederation, if it continues
to exiset, will drift into the United States.
Under Confederation they cau call our peo-
ple anywhere-to any part of the Dominion,
on the Militia service-it may be to fight for
the Great North West Territory. Now I wish
to speak of a gentleman who has been placed
in charge of our fisheries, light bouses,
breakwaters. &. I mean the Hon. Peter
Mitchell. Mark you, that gentleman holds
that position perfectly independent of the
people of thie Province. I do not know
much about Mr. Mitchell; I daresay he is an
honorable man, but I remember seeing the
report of a trial that took place in Liverpool
in which he was interested.

Mr. Br.&ccsann-If gentlemen are to be
allowed to introduce private affaire into this
debate I would like to know it; I warn the
hon. member, however, of the consequence.

Mr. NoRvHur-Well, I do not wish to be
unparliamentary in the leact degree, and
therefore I shal say nothing on the sa'bject
which Iintended to refer to. It is well known,
however, that Mr. Mitchell was very much
interested in passing Confederation in New
Brunswick, and very recently he paid a visit
to his constituents. I believe they mustered
not in very strong force, notwithstanding
they got out every spavined horse and old
waggon they could find to give him a recep-
tion, and what did he tell them? It will be
remembered that the friends of Union said
that capital was to flow in prefusely, new
markets were to be opened up, and the most
glorious results follow; but what does Mr
Mitchell say ? " Liberal ideas are marchîng
on, and when the American markets are
thrown oen to our ships, and fair Recipro-
city established, embracinz a participation in
the coasting trade, new tife will be infused
through our native country." The moun-
tain had labored and brought forth this
mouse. A emall crumb of comfort indeed to
the people of New Brunswick. What does he
call liberal ideas? New Brunswick had,
like Nova Scotia, a Government of its own,
and could make such changes as would suit
its exigencies, but now we have a written
constitution controlled entirely by the people
of Canada. I do not call this liberal. We
were told by these gentlemen that we did not
require Reciprocity-that we would have
markets of our owe-but Mr. Mitchell does
not say so now. As respects IReciprocity, I
believe I could show to the satifaction of this
House and of the country, that we would
have had it before now but for Canada. I do
not mean to say that we would have had a
renewal of the old treaty, but the United
States would be satisfied with putting on a
small duty to meet their locel taxes, and more
than that we could not have expected. Wve
now find New Brunswick grumbling exceed-
ingly about this tariff, and yet the imposi-
tion of 15 per cent. tariff does not bear so
heavily upon that Province as is the case with
us, for the fact was that their sidvalorem du-
ties being twelve and a half per cent, and their
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new tarif is a reduction of one half per cent
Of the former impositions.3 Now. here I may say a word about taxation.
I find, Ireferring to 1866, that we imported
from Canada 14,898 barrels flour. From
the United States. flour and meal, 360,718
barrels, and 174,078 bushels of corn, which
at the present rate of duty, would amount to
$107,587 30. The increase under the present
tariff over the ten per cents of 1866 would be
$246,412. I take this year's importation as
a fair index to our trade, because that trade
was in that year-the het of Reciprocity-
running in its natural channels. The duty
collected that year on fiour was $28,685 75.
I believe that this country will never be pros-

iperous until we get Reciprocity back. Upon
wine under the Dominion tariff, ten cents
a gallon is charged-just the saine amount as
on corn. One of the papers told us that we
could warehouse corn free. An importer of
corn can put it into a warehouse, and then he
can grind into meal,-he pays a duty on the
meal and all he gets is the bran free. That is
an illustration of the results of this Confede-
ration Act, which gives to the Canadiana the
meal and leaves us the bran. The list of free
goods contains 274 articles, on any one of
which the people of Nova Scotia would prefer
paying a duty than on bread. Such as cabi-
nets of antiquities, coins, geins, drawings,

I paintinga, busts, &c. Then they were asked
to protect our coal and to give our fishermen
a bounty, but they refused, although it was
well known that our coal trade was perfectly
stagnant from the want of a market.

is it surprising, in view of this atate of
things, that trade should Etand still ? Many
persons have come to me, sud said, we ca-
not pay yon all we owe you, for bread is so
high, and we must have it for our families.
They ask, " what isthe meaning of all this?"
We had always plenty of bread before this.4 "Loyalty," they say, " is a verygood thing,
but it will not feed our children, and we cana
not send them hungry to bed." That is the
feeling throughout the country; the people
are ready to do anything to get back theirown

- institutions, but it will test their loyalty
when starvation is staring them in the face.
Then there is the incresase in the rate of inter-
est. The people who have money lke to get
the most they can for it, and I have heard of
gentlemen who are preparing to call in mort-
gages in order to get a higher rate of inter-
est, as soon as the usury laws are so far
amended as to allow them to charge it. We
have heard something said about giving
bounties to fishermen, but how is the tariff
affecting our West lndian business whichis one
of our principal branches of trade. The
sugar duties must very materially interfere
with that trade. Mr. Jones showed most el&-
borately, and in a manner that was creditable
to himself and the constituency that elected
him, at Ottawa, how it will operate against
our fis ermen, and interfere with commerce
generally; but aIl ht said was of no avail in
the Canadian Parliament, for Mr. Redpath,
and other Canadian refiners, wanted the tariff
framed to suit their interests. It will be per-
ceived, by the Canadian tariff, that augars
pay specifie duties, which are graduated se'

cording to quality, sud it is well known
that, in ascertaining the quality, fraude of
every kind may be perpetrated. The propo-
sal of Mr. Joues was to levy a specifie duty of
a cent per pound, and an advalorem duty on
the original cost. Let itberemembered, too,
that notwithstanding his high tariff the
Finance Minister estimates a deficit for this
year of from two to three millions

The people of Canada are whiskey drink-
ers, wbile rum la the principal article in the
nature of spirituous liquors consumed here.
They want to introduce their article into this
Province, and that is the reason why the tar-
iff ia arranged as it is. The tariff has raised
the duty on rum to eighty cents, while that
on whiakey i 60 cents. thus aiming ana
other direct blow at the West India trade. A
great deal bas been said about the wealth of
Canada; but there can be no doubt that $20,-
000,000 of the debt which she takes into the
Confederation was made up of the deficiencies
of ten years when the revenues were inade-
quate to meet their expenditures. I remem.
ber hearing some years ago of one of the
townships of Canada being advertised for sale
to pay its debts, and I am afraid if we do not
soon get out of this Confederation we shall
be in the sarne position. A few words about
county taxation. Take the county of Middle-
sex, Canada, for instance, where the rate was
in 1866 $2 31 on every $100. In Halifax, in
the saine year, it was 28 cents on the $100,-
this rate being, I believe, a fair criterion for
the whole Province. How is this? There
are many charges laid on the Canadian
towns and villages which here are paid out of
the general revenue. We were told that the
farmers would find a better market for their
produce under Confederation, whereas the
fact is the Canadians are vunning in their
pork, butter and other produce and under-
selling them. It may be said that this is aIl
to the advantage of other classes, but the
fact it that the consuming classes are now
unable to buy even at low prices, and thus
the markets are injured for our farmers with-
out any corresponding benefit being realized
by others. Again, look at the extravagance
prevailing in the public service in Canada.
Reading the records of the old Canadian Par-
hsiment before Confederation, what do we
find? They had 9 clerks sud messengers to
every 8 members of the House, whilst we have
only seven in all. The sessional allowance of
these clerks and messengers actually amount-
ed tomore than the pay of al the members

We have been told that this Dominion is a
great country, and that we may expect it to
be populated with immigrants. I saw by a
paper that 1678 immigrants had arrived, in
one week, at a Canadian city; but how many
of them do you suppose remained ? Just
thirty; the others went over to that ill-go-
verned and ill-taxed country that people are
so much afraid of. It is my most earnest den
sire that we may get repeal. We see in Great
Britain the results of a forced Union, and o f
an attempt to govern a people against their
will. Sorry I am to see such a state of things
prevuiling in the mother country; but the
time has arrived when it is admitted on al
sides that something must be done. I pray
thathsuch a state of thinga as prevails in Ire
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land may never occur in this country. The
hon. member for Inverness told us that the
men of weight and influence were in favor of
Conkderation. I beg to differfrom him there;
the merchants and bankers of this commun-
ty should count for something and among
the mercantile-classes of Halifax you will find
Unionists very scarce indeed; while among
the other classes a very considerable propor-
tion are Anti-confederates. I admit that
many of the young men were in favour of
Union, because young men are inclined to
look hopefully to changes, but I think that
by this time they also must have been unde-
ceived. I may here observe that I have been
much pleased at some of the speeches made
by our representatives at Ottawa. Mr. Kil-
lam elucidated the policy of this country as
to its shipping, and the condition of our mer-
cantile marine, moet creditably. But what
did all these efforts amount to? Nothing at
all. That is just the result which might be
expected from a scheme prepared as this one
was. It was framed entirely by professional
men; no merchant was asked to take part in
the delberations. Who are the men, sir, who
have tended to make England what she is?
The merchants of that country. Who are
the men who have also tended to make Nova
Scotia what she is? Are they not the men
whose sails whiten every ses? I ask the men
of Yarmouth, who have been foremost in m er,
cantile enterprise, with what confidence they
can look forward to a career within this Con-
federation ? Even the carrying trade of
breadstuff is taken out of our bands. We
have been stripped of almostevery advantage.
I trust that our delecates, when they go to
England, will represent that Nova Scotia is
prepared to build her share of the railroad,
and if necessary, to pay a regular quota to
defence, provided we are let out of this Con-
federation. I observe by the papers that the
Unionists of Nova Scotia are being called up-
on to get up meetings, and send home their-
loyal sentiments to counteract tbis agitation
for repeal, but I believe that they would have
bard work to drum up a corporal's guard in
many of the counties. The stand-up fight of
the 18th September proved the etrength of
the two parties, and since then, from causes
well known to this House and the country,
the Confederates have been growsng small
by degrees and beautifully less.

DB. MURRAY'S SPEECU.

Dr. MURRAY said:-In rising to address
the House on this important question-the
most important that was ever before a legis-
lature or people,-after su much bas been
said on the subject in the legielature, in the
press, and on the platform, I may eay that
were I to coneult my own feelings, I would
remain silent, knowmng as I do that it is al-
most impossible to tbrow new light upon the
subject. But I would be recreant to my duty
to myself, recreant to my duty to the noble
county which I represent, and faithlîes to
the people of Nova Scotia, did I fail on tbis
occasion to express my open and determined
hostility to this detested Confederation, and
to stamp with my disapprobation the men
who, with the late Lieutenant Governor at
their head, by means the most base, and

treachery the mot foul, combined not only
to trick the people of Nova Scotia out of
their legislature, but also to deceive the-
people and press of England, its Parliament
and Queen. Before going into the question
of Confederatfon, I must address myself to
the hon. member for Inverness, and I shal
do so the more resdily because he appeared
displeased that the Attorney General paid no
attention to hlm a few days ago. After the
uncalled for and unprovoked attack that he
made upon the young members of the House,
he could hardly expect that we would sit
silent. That attack was made in language
eeldom beard excepting in police courts, fish
markets and back elume of cities, and sel-
dom ueed excepting by persons who frequent
those places. Let me review some of the
hon. member's remarks: he spoke of skin-
ning a member from neck to beels, of a gen-
teman getting a bowie knife between bis
ribs, of stabbing back with a knife when he
was pricked with a pin, of the poison bag,
the bullies from Pictou, and so on. When I
sat and heard the hon. member using these
and similar expressions, it brought to my

~remembrance the Saying of Shakespeare:

"Seldom he smiles, and smiles iu such a sort
As if he mocked hunself and scorned his spirit
That could be moved to smile at anything.

The hon. member challenged us to combat,
I am not afraid to meet him here face to face,
or in any other arena, but, as it is said " out
of the fullness of the beart the mouth speak-
eth," I may add tbat I would certainly be
afraid to be in his company in a dark lane,
more especially if he were behind me. He
said he was a native of Picton and was proud
of it;-all I can say is, that the people of Pic-
tou, or the large majority of them, are not
proud of him or of the position which he now
occupes. If he bas no respzct for himself or
his position, lie should have some respect for
the memory of some who bore bis name.

lany years ago who wae it but ore named
Jotham Blanchard who distinguished himself
so much by bis labors in the press and in the
Legielature to bring our institutions into the
state in which they were a year or two ago ?
Who was one of the fathers of Responsi-
ble Government? Could that man rise from
his grave and be told that at the dead hour
of might, with thirty-one other political trai-
tors, his brother joined in bartering away
those institutions, how would ho blush for
his kindred? The hon. member spoke also
about a ragged regiment [coming up from
Colchester headed by their representatives;-
I wondered at the assurance of the man
making such a remark,-does ho mean to say
that a man who wears homespun, with per-
haps e patch on his coat, may not be the
equal of the man who wears his broadcloth
and beaver bat and rides in a carriage ?

" The rank is but the gusea's stamp,
A man's a man for a' that."

I say I wondered at bis usingsuch an expres-
sion in reference to Colchester, whoso inha-
bitants are equal not only in intelligence but
in wealth and prosperity to those of any
other part of the Province. I will now take
the liberty of referring to one or two remarks
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whicb the hon. member nade in reference to
me. He said:

" The same hon. member told a remarka-
ble thîng, that he had seen the engine go out
of sight-I have seen it go out of sight very
often, and I do not see that any great diffi-
culty would result even if it did so at every
half mile."

It is said that the suppressso vert is as
criminal au the suggestio falst. Žsow what
I said was that I had seen the engine go out
of sight in a distance of half a mile on a
straight line. The hon. member also told us
that the Pictou Railroad was the bet in Bri-
tish America. but I find the Commissioner of
Railwaysuuays in hiu report: "If the gradients
and curvatures, owing to the rugged features
of the country, are not of so favorable a char&
acter as those ôf some other lines." Who
does not know that the very qualties which
render a railt ad's superior one are straight-
ness of line and lghtenness of grades. As
regards the frontage of Pictou harbor, I
stated to the Houe that a larger amount of
land had been taken at Fisher's Grant than
was necessary for the Provincial Railroad;
but that wbat was worse they had taken the
land between the terminus and the light-
house I shewed alto that it was impossible
that the water lots which had been taken
could have been intended. for railway pur-
poses. The hon. member for Inverness said
that the leass contained a reservation, but I
am strongly inclined to believe that this
is only for the purpose of deceiving the pub-
lie. The hon. member, however, told ua first
that ho knew nothing of the matter, but he
afterwards admitted that the laues had been
given by his own government, so that one
of these utatements must be wrong. Another
assertion I made was that it was customary
for the offer of the water lot to be made
to the owner of the adjacent land, but that
that usage had been violated recently in re-
ference to Pictou. I ttated that a number of
individuals had bonght land at Fiuher'u
Grant to build a marine slip, and had made
application for the water lot in front. The
reply they received was that no water lots
could be granted without consulting the
owners of the soil, and I have Mr. Fairbanks'
lettero to hat effect; and adding those indiv-
idualu would be heard before any grant was
made. Will it be believed that after that, the
very lot in question was granted without no.
tification te the owner of the soil. I wish to
read another extract from the hon. member's
speech, and to put the House and the coun-
try right upon another most material point:
I made reference to the Reciprocity Treaty,
and uhewed that had it not been for the ac.
tion of Canada ve would probably have had
the creaty yet, and what is said in reply to
that? : "He told us that the abrogation of
the Reciprocity Treaty was largely due to the
local duties imposed by Canada. Did ho not
know that while that Treaty lusted the Cana-
dianu could not and did not impose a farthing
of local taxes?" I will now show from the
best authority that can be laid before Par-
liament that my remarks in that particular
were correct and just, and for that purpose I
will quote from Mr. Derby's Report on the
Treaty. Here are uome of the articles pass-

ing free between the two countries: grain.
flaur and breodstuffs, timber. cotton wool,
vegetables, and indeed almout all unmanu-
factred goods. On page 25, Mr. Derby
Bays:-

While the treaty vas pendiag, Lord Eigîn, the Bri-
teh minmster at Washington, ail-ged that • Canada
had always adopted the most liberal commercial pohlcy
with respect to the United ttates, as well in regard to
the commerce through its canals as in regard to tht
admission of manufactured goods ccming from this
country and if the natural products of that country
(Canada) shuld be admitted duty free that Govern-
ment would be wi ling to carry out stil furth'r the
same lihberal polic already pursued towards the
manufactures of the United States " The treaty itself
recited that the parties were desirous sn o regulate
the commerce andnavigation betwe-n their respective
territones and people, and more enpecrally between
her Majesty's possessions in North America and the
United States, in such manner as to render the same
reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory."

W'ith these intentions, thus expressed, the treaty
was executed and commerce commenced.

When the treaty took effect by the President's pro.
clamation, March 17 1855 the dutîes in Canada were
very moderate, but 5 per cent. on some commoditi-s,
and 10 per cent on others, but 12 percent. on our
boots, shoes leather, harnesses, and many of our other
products, but within a year alter the treaty Canada
began to advance these duties, and by 1859 had raised.
them 62J per cent. on one class, and 100 per cent on
another embracing cur chief manufactures, and most
of then were thus excluded and the sale of others re-
duced.

The Committee of Congress on Commerce in 1862
complaned ia their report that the daties levied on
our manufactures and other producs had checked
their exportation from the Unnted States to Canada.
that our commerce with that country reached its
height in 1856 and then began to declhne with the ad-
vance of daties, that osr exporta which pald duties to
Canada declined from $7,981,284 m 18565, the year af-
ter the treaty was adopted. to $4,1b7,316 in 1860, a
decline of 47 per cent in four years only, while the
whole amunt or our Canadian commerce declined 25
per cent. from 1856, when the dutieswere low, to 1862
when they were high. The committee suggest that if
Canada required more revenue, her attempt to raise
it by new duties on our manufactures was a fualure.-
It effected nothmng but their exclusion The con-
mittee in this connection draw attention to the fact
that while Canada urges that she was obhlged to raise
daties for revenue, she bas established two great fret
ports-the port of Gaspe on the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
with a frontage of 1,200 miles on shores frequented by
our fishermen, and another extending for 1 000 miles
from the Sault St. Mary, at the outlet of Lake
Supenior, along the shcres of Buron and Superior,
where our settlers and seamen engaged in the grow-
ing transportation of the lakes may be tempted to buy
goods and evade our duties. If legitimate trade be the
object of Canada, she should redace ber duties, whe
they dimiatsh revenue, and if fair reciprocal trade la
desired, should she tempt tar mariners, miners and
settlers to evade our duties, and compel un to estab-
htsh ports and custom homues at great expense upon a
long frontier ?

If Great Britain maintains Gibraltar to ex'end ber
trade on the coast of Spain, must we have a Gibraltar
on our frontiers also ?

Our committee complain of the change from specific
tC ad valorem duties on'foreign goode, which are
based on prime cost in gold, if they come by the St.
Lawrence or by the Grand Truk, a British Railway,
but are assessed on cout, freight, and charges if not
prices le currency if they come tna Boston or New
York. This the committee deem an evasion of the
treaty. They complain also of discrimnating tolls on
the Welland Canal, by which gooda destmaed una
Oswego and Ogdensburg for New York or Boston pay
tenfold the tolls required on goods diverted from our
ports to Qaebec or Montreal They cite the reports of
Messrs. Batch & Taylor to our Treasury Department,
in whichlthey favor the extension of free trade. They
refer to the trade with the maritime Provinces nader



their systes of low dattes as more satisfactory thantha#.f Canada, and come to the conclsimon, at which
the legislature o New Yoric had prevtously arrtved
and set forth in their Resolves now on '"te at Wash-ington. that the legiselation of Canada subsequent
to the treaty. was subversive of its true intent and
meaning, and that as isolating and exclus ve policy
had been adopted, intended to destroy the natural
effect of the treaty by heavy duties on the products
theUnted States have ta sell, and by discriminating
duties and tolls imposed to exclude the Uni.ed States
from Canadianmarkets"

It is fresh in my memory that when invited to favor
the treaty 1 declined to do se. becase the programme
of the treaty did not expressly authorize us to buy the
staples of Canada with the products cf New England,
but it la now apparent that this was a dangerous
omission a-ad that Canada has not redeemed her
pledges. Tihe minister r f finance urges thst Canadian
duties are not as hih as our own, but a duty of 20 or
25 per cent. is t-o high if it excludes our manufac-
tures The daty on our clocks at Liverpool and on
our drills at Cacutta were not higher, but they were
just high enough to effect tise purpose of Great Bri
tain, the exclusion of the fabrics of the United States
The minister urges that the free ports of Gaspe and
Sault St Mary are te encourage the settlers; but the
few settlers on thes desert coasts require no suri
stin.ulus, and Canada in establishing tbiem pays no
respect ta the great maxim of the law-Sc utere tuo
ut alzenum non ledaS-while berefdting by a treaty
whose express object was to make the trade beoeflcial
to both partes He admits that the discriminating
tolls and duties have been imposed and claims the
right ta impode them

We have tius examined the progress, commerce,
and policy of Canada, and find that she han grown
rap dty in trade, wealth and population, that her
annual commerce with us is fourfold it amount be-
fore the treaty, that she has not thss far redeemed
the pledges given fer hir by Lord Elgin, the British
minister, te favor our productions, but has checked
their importation without benefit ta her own, for she
still devotes herself chiefly te her foreats and agricul-
ture, canals and railways

These observations and extracts I contend
are material to the subject of this debate, as
shewing that while Confederation lasts we will
have little chance of Reciprocity. The hon.
member also tried to make us believe that
the feeling in Halifax bad more to do with
the repeal of the Treaty than the St. Alban'a
raid. and he threw blame on the citizens of
Halfax for their conduct; but is it not well
known that the chief trade with the Southern
States during the war, was carried on by citi-
zens of the Northern Stites. The principal
trader with thone States, in aalifax, happens
t beas Unionist. I am well aware that Nova
Scotia cannot of berself fors a treaty with
the Stetes, but we could have reciprocal le-
gislation' which would serve the same par-
pose exactly. In his speech of Feby. lth,
the hon. member for Inverness again asked,
who sent for Mr. McHleffey? Ail I can say
about the matter is, if<he advised the Lient.
Governor to send for some other person, and
still Mr. McHeffey was sent for, it shows that
the Governor did not think much of the ad -
vice. He told- us also that a majority of the
people of Halifax were in-favor of Union. I
doubt the assertion, but will leave it for
others to answer more fully. He then refer.
red to the repeal of the Corn Laws and Catho-
lic Emancipation, and other acts which were
advocated by Sir Robert Peel, and asked

were not these material changes in the con-
stitution?" I say no; they were merely
alterations of laws and statutes within the
bounds of the constitution. He went on to

refer then to the annexation of Cape Breton,
and to the aterations of the franchise
:n th:e country ; but all these were
impre alterations in the .aw, and not
paral'el cases. If the people had been
ch-pleased with the changes, they could be
repealed. Not eo as to Con'ederat:on because
we find ourselves unable to alter the echeme
of Union i,.i any partcular. We were refera
red ta the Washincton Cabinet as an exam-
ple of a ministry nolding ofi:e irresponsible
to the people. That system ie in accordance
with the conetitution of the United
States, and :f the people desire a change
there is a means by wh:ch it can be
effected. But look at the Cabinet at Ottawa.
Mr. Archibald, a min wbo was rejected by
his constituency, holds a high departmental
office in defiance of the opinions of the pec-
ple, and dispeneing the patronage of this
country The hon. leader of the opposition
quoted authorities to shew that material alter-
ations had taken place without appeals to the
people, and when he came to repiy ta the re-
terence to Lord Mansfield's decision, although
admitting his ability, he said that no man
ever committed eo many errors. Did not
Pitt commit errors too ? Some think he went
needlessly into wars with Continental pow-
ers, and thereby loaded England with an
enormous debt and heavy tixes Did not
other statesmen comaiit errors? Lord Chat-
ham said at one time that the Colonies slaould
not be allowed to make even a horse-shoe
nail; but are we going to adopt aIl the doc
trines enunciated by tbese men so many years
ago, and long since exploded The Union of
Upper Canada and Lower Canada was also
referred ta, but the case is not parallel at aIl.
No person denies, I take it, that at the re-
quest of the people of a Colony, its constitue
tion may be taken away, but where privileges
have been granted, , and a constitution is
given, and that charter bas not been forfeited
by rebellion, Parliament cannot take it away.

The hon. member told us that before Eng-
land would allow Nova Scotia to go she
vould deluge the land with blood. It would
appear that he has a wonderful penchant for
talking about blood and bowie knives; but
in reference to his assertion, I would say that
the people have no desire to rebel; we desire
to iemain loyal, and I have yet to learn that
Great Britain will employ her troops to
force us into a Confederation with Canada.
If she ob'iged ber soldiers to shed the blood
of Nova Scotians for that object, the glory of
the British name would be sullhed, and the
lustre of the British bayonet tarnished. Let
us contrast our position under Confederation
with that of a year ago We then had our
Governor's appointment coming from the
Sovereign berself; the House of Assembly
owing allegiance to the Queen, controlling
the customs duties, lighthouses. post offices,
railroads, publie *orks, banking institu-
tons, &c We alonie had the power to tax
ourselves: and i avoud here say, that in my
judgment, if there is one thing more than
another whých a free people should resist it
is the handing over ta an alien country of
the right to tax us. What caused the old
thirteen Colonies to rebel? Was it not the
attempt made by the Legialature of Great
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Britain to tax them ? They did not object so
much to the amount of the tax as te the
principle on which it was imposed. Our con-
dition is much the same as theirs-the Act off
Confederation cives to the Canadians the
power to tai us as they please A little more
than a year ago the people of Nova Scotia
were living happy and contented; every four
yeara they had their elections, in which the
party contesta ran rather high,-but it mat-
tered comparatively little whether the Cone
servative or Liberai party ruled, so long as
they administered our affaire fairly, and dise
tributed our moneys among ourselves. Then
our trade was filouriahing, and our resources
were being developed as quickly as could be
expected in a new country. What bas caused
tie difference ? Are our people contented
now? Have we the control of our legislation
and taxes. and the appointment of our pub-
lie officers? All these privileges are gone,
and the result is that Nova Scotia is to-day,
from end to end, like a boiling cauldron. It
is said that we should not excite the feelings
of the people, but it is the people who are
impelling their repreEentatives forward, and
it requires a great deal of prudence and ca.uo
tion to prevent au unwise exhibition of feel-
ing. It has been said that the country has
been agitated by a few interested persons,-
but such is not the case. Look over the face
of the country, and you see the people rising
spontaneously and holding meetings to catl
for Repeal The universal cry is, " Repeal
this hated Confederation."

lu lookiug at the history of the question
we find that although the idea of a Union of
the Colonies had been spoken of, and a!-
thoughI Mr. Johnston iu 1854, mntroduced a
resolution which was seconded by Mr. Howe,
both these gentlemen and others made able
speeches, yet nothing tangible was done.
The first practical step was taken in 1864,
when a resolution was passed authorizing
the appointmient of five delegates to go tu
Charlottetown to arrange a legislative union
of the Maritime Provinces. Those delegates
went down to Charlottetown, but did they
even look at their work ? Mr. McCully said,
in a speech delivered at Toronto. "1 supm
pose you will hardly believe me when I tell
you that the representatzves of the Martizme
Provznces. who had been convened for -the
purpose ofsecurtng a particular constitu-
tie fur themselves, having heard your dele-
gates, actually adjourneu with their work
unfinisied, if I perhaps may coin a word,
unbegun."

The very work which they were appointed
to perform they left unconsidered. 1 refer to
the fact because I believe that if these dele-
gatea had carried out the object of their ape
pointment the result would have been benefi,
cial to these Provinces. Lying contiguous te
each other they are inhabited by the samerace
of people, their interests are identical, and
surely there was material enough to form a
considerable power. The ares of the Prov-
inces ja as follows:-
Nova Scotia bas Equare milep, 18,000
New Brunswick, 27,000
P. E. Island, 12,500

Making a total uf 57,000

The population is over 700,000, the shipping
about 500,000. the export $11,316,456, the
imports $17,715,716. But instead of attend.
ing te their task, the delegates were spirited
sway, and the next place where we find them
is in Quebec, where, after the lapse ofitwenty
days. these men accepted a scheme secretly
concected and signed it on Sunday morning.
It is somewhat strange that the hours of
darkness vere generally chosen by these men
for their deeds in connection with tne Union.
In 1865 the sacheme was submitted tu the
House of Assembly, but the opposition was
se strong and the petitions so numerous, that
the leader of the Government wîthdrew the
measure and confessed he had found it im-
practicable. In 1866 no mention of the mat-
ter was in the Governor's Speech. although
it ls usual for the Mmiistry there to indicate
the important questions which will be laid
before Parliament. The omission. I behlieve,
was intentionally made te deceive the people,
and they were deceived. They were confident
that no measure for that object would be
brought forward, and thus they were lulled
asleep. Now let me refer to the question of
Union in its difierent aspects, and without go-
ing just now into the constitutional argument
I think I can show that even under the most
favorable circumetances the scheme of Con-
federation wili be most injurious to Nova
Scotia. Look at our geographical position,
we are nearer Europe by 500 miles than any
other part of America is-and surrounded as
ve are by the ses, being almost an ieland,
and havmng acctes te the water at all stauons
of the year, it is our interest te buy in the
cheapestimarket and sell in the deareEt The
people off the United States are our natural
customers. and although by laws you may en-
deavor te divert trade, yet trade and com-
merce, like the waters of the ocean, will find its
level and flow into their natural channels,-
such legislation Ipay succeed for a time, but
business will soon return to its former

'courses Let us' before going further, ex.
amine this statement which I have made with
respect te the people of the Republie being
our natural customers, and I do not make
these remarks because I would much prefer
our people dealing with that country rather
than Canada, for other things being equal I
would have no such preference;-taking
things, however, as we find them, we see that
nine-tenths of our flour up to a recent period
came from the States In the year 1864 our
totgl imports were e12,600,000, the amount
which we got from Canada being only the
three hundredth part of the whole, $403,000.
We cxported te Canada $330,000 worth.
From the United Stateswegot $4,000,000, be-
iug a hundred times as much as our Canadian
importations, and we Eent there eighty times
the amount of otrr exports to Canada, being
S2,245,770. Our chief articles offexport, as
is well known, are coal, plaster, lime, grind-
stones, potatoes, oata, &c., and for these arti-
cles I repeat that the people of the American
Union are our natural customers. Coal la
slmost the only article which Canada wants
fron us, and that only to a very limited ex-
tent.

In addition to the arguments derived from
our geographical position and the nature of
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our trade, we muet consider the unfair legis-
lation which forme one of the objections te
Union. At the last session of the Ottawa
Parliament, in spite of al that the members
from the Lower Provinces could do or say,
.they put a tax on our breadstuff,-this was
done to benefit the Canadian producer,
sud te shut out from our markets the
Americair breadstuffs. If there was any
necessity for this step other than Canab
dian necessities I would net utter a word
of complaint, but we found that when the
coal mning agents petitioned for American
coal to be taxed the request was treated with
contempt-thus exhibiting an utter disregard
for fair legislation. One of the arguments
used in favor of Union was that our manufac-
tures were to be increased; to shew you that
that could not be the case let us look at the
position of England,-what enables a coun,
try to manufacture largely and cheaply? It
is an abundance of population and the cheap-
ness of labor. There is no other country in
which wages are so low as in Great Britain,
and any one can see that the manufacturer
who obtains workmen for half a dollar can
undersell the one who has to pay a dollar.
The English manufacturer can import all
his raw material-cotton from the States,
hemp from Russis. and silk from India, and
eau manufacture at a rate which enables him
to undersell every other country on the globe.
Now to apply the illustration : wages are
lower in Canada than in Nova Scotia, and
besides that in Canada they have a very large
amount of water power. It would require
the lapse of years before we could even under
the most favorable circumstances compete
with the Canadian manufactures. But it
was said throughout the country, and very
strongly urged in the Pictou canvass, "Oh,
after Confederation manufactories will Etart
up, Nova Scotians who have gone to the
States will come back in shiploads, and every
stream in the country wiK ha~ve a mill upon
it." I need not ask how far these predic-
tions have been realized. Again, when we
look at the matter in a financial point of
view we will sec that Confederation muet
operate most materially against the interests
of Nova Scotia. We formerly had a tariff of
ten per cent-that tariff was sufficient to meet
all the wants of the country, and during the
last ten years our revenue not only increased
but had trebled, and bas reached the sum of
$1,226,000. In the natural increase of trade
and population the revenue would doubtless
have been still found sufficient to meet all
the demande of the country, and to extend
our railrosds east and west without a change
of tariff. Now we have not only a tariff
raised by fifty per cent., but new taxes of
several other descriptions. The amount of
money which we are to get in return is 80
cents per head and a bonus of $60,000. The
fifteen per cent. tariff will, as every one can
see, produce just a half more than the ten
per cent., and that increase, calculated in the
revenue of 1866, amounts to about $700,000.
What is to become of that money? It goes
to Canada.

We were told that we had got more money
back then we had sent up so far, but there is
the plain fact that the large sum which 1

liave mentioned goes into the treasury of the
General Government. There would be no
need for an increase if, as was said, the mo-
ney was to be expended among ourselves.
To have the tariff thus raised without any
corresponding benefit being realized by the
country, is what the people cannot see the
point of. Although I was aware, when we
were confederated, tisat, at any rate, in the
lapse of a few years, our taxation would be
largely increased, I had no ides that the lead-
ing men of Canada would be so bold and so
dead te all sense of shame that, at the firet
meeting of their Parliament, regardless of
what our representatives could say, these
tyrannical and oppressive acts would be pase-
ed. It iwas said repeatedly that the balance
of power would be in our bands, and there
was no danger of our interests being disre-
garded with fifteen members from New Bruns-
wick to join our nineteen, but when the in-
terets of the Maritime Provinces came to
clash with those of Canada, we saw the Cana-
dians banding together, imposing taxation on
us, and suchi fear will always be the case while
the Union lasts. To show you hom oppres
Èive the new taxation which they have impo-
sed is, I will read froin a speech delivered by
Mr. McLelan at Ottawa:

" The Minister of Customs admits, that ac-
cording to a statement prepared for him by
some other person, the ucrease of taxation
on tes, tobacco, sugar, and the fifteen per
cent. articles, will be $273,145. I have made
the calculation miyself of the effect of this
change of rates on some of the leading arti-
eles in use in Nova Scotia. Taking the quan-
tities imported in 1866, the last year in which
we have returns, I find the increase on sugars
will be $45,185, and on tobacco $22,645.
The member for Cumberland told uslast night
that the increase on tes is only half a cent a
pound; the Mînister of Customs says it is a
cent; both gentlemen, I am sorry to sy, is
below the mark. There need be no uncere
tainty; the quantity and the cost value are
given in the returns, and show the increase
on our importations to amount to $30,472.
On meat there wil- be $15,867; printing
paper $6000; petroleum oil $20,500. 0f
cottons, woollens, hardware, cordage, canvas,
&c., we imported, in 1866, the value of S6,-
287,857, paying as duties $556,386. Deduct-
ing $1,122,493 for ship's uses, and some
other goods to be entered free under this
tariff,'the balance would pay $744,790, mak-
ing an increase of $218,404. Without occu-
pying the time of the House by going over
the whole of our importations, it will be seen
that on these staple goode alone there will be
au inereased taxation in Nova Seotia to the
extent of $359,073."

Dr. Tupper, in 1864, said that owing to the
large defiOit in the revenue of Canada, it
would notbe desirable for Nova Sootia to be
confederated with that country. His lan-
guage was:

"But I am satisfied that whilst the condi-
tion of affaire bas been such as it bas been for b
years in Canada-the deficit now between the
expenditure and revenue beib6 more thau a
million of dollars-these Maritime Provinces
would look very doubtfully tipon a proposal
which was to unite them with a country that 
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la placed in a position of such financial em- unity-make the parts that are now separate
barrassment." a homogenous Whole-give them a onenessof

That deficit, we know, had been accumu- existence and purpose."
lating fer ten years with the exception of This opinion, coming froin Mr. Johnson,
one. After a six monthe' trial of Confeders- Ought to have bad some weight with union-
tion we are in a position fairly to ask if the ists ut aIl events. But if the delegates, hav-
promises beld out to ns have been realized,- ing decided in forming a Federal uùion, had
if our manufactories have been built up, our only- turned their eyes on the American le-
mining interes•s improved. sud the young publie, and copied some of its most valuable
men and women who left the country brought features,-ve would have had some better
back by the inducements afforded ? No, sir, checks supplied. They gave us reDresenta-

-the beneflts which we have obtained are in- tion by population in the lower Hoise; andi I
creased taxation, the stamp act, the newspa- will not here stay to argue-*hether that ba'sis
per tax, and a number of other such imposi- is correct or not; but having done that, they
tions. To show that I have not exsggerated should have given us some safeguard-in the
the inducements which were held out to us as upper HouEe. New York, being a lirge
arguments in favor of Confederation, I will State, bas 30 representatives in the House of
read from a speech of Mr. John Tobin, made Representatives; and Rhode Island 'being
in 1867. He said : "If there is one section small, bas only three or four; but in the
of this Province more lkely than another to Senate the latter bas as many members as
to be benefitted by this Confederation, it je the the former, seo that the smaller States are pro-
city of Halifax. This must be the emporium, tected from any combination in thelower
whence vill be distributed over the Confed- House. But even if the appointments'to öur
eracy al the merchandize brought to our Senate had been what they ehould have been,
shores. Trade must be developed to an indefi- the complaint would net have been o great;
mite degree, labor will be developed, in fact but some of those appointmnents are a disgrace
all classes and interests will receive a valua. to Nova Scotia. I will not refer to the indi.
ble impulse. Our port will be filled with vidual characters of the men, for they are
shipping, and our wharves and warehouses pretty well known; eome of them weremen
gran with the merchandize that will be re- of respectabilty; but among them were men
quired for the Confederation." That le a like M:ller, who went over the country de-
sample of the style of argumentation which nouncing Confederation. There was Mr.
was made useof to deceive the country. Bourinot, whose feelings in ' e matter were

I think I have ehewn, Mr. Speaker, that so strong, at one time, that ie refused to par,
the working of the scheme, in whatsoever ticipate iu social gatherings in Canada lest
light you regard it -commercially,Jfinapcial- his attendance might be taken as au indica.
ly, or otherwise-is adverse to the interests tion of a favorable leaning towards Confede-
of Nova Scotia. But the scheme is bad in it- -ration. Mr. Jones shews what made a Union-
self, as I wl presently shew. And I will jet of him, and how he received his appoint.
dwell but litile upon this point, because it ie ment, and there were othèrs in the same po-
not material to us; because even if the mea- aition. Only one of the number of Sehators
sure were good, as Mr. Tomkins said : if it eau be said to represent Nova Seotia, sud
had brought as many blessings as it bas that is John Locke.
ourses, no person with a particle of British We come now to the question whether this
feeling, should submit to it " We were told matter should have been referred to the peo-
that the scheme contains aIl the beauties of ple at ,the polls, and authorities havè been
both monarchical and republican systems. cited to show that it'should not. I wili not
The admiration which some had expressed waste time to cite many proofs, because the
for this constitution reminds me of the Pil- right of the people to decide is perfectly ob-
grim who exclaimed in reference to the colli- vions. la it not a common popular saying
eum at Rome: "Vox populi. Vox dei?" And there is an.
" While stands the colliseum, Rome shall stand, other oe, "Vox populi, suprema lex," that

Wheu tails the coiliseum. Rome shall fal, is; "the voice of the people is the supreme
And when Rome falls, the word." law." Parliament has no power to destroy

itself, or to vote itself out of existence. Lord
One would think that the world would fall Plumket said in reference to the incompea

if this Confederation were broken up. In my tency of Parliament to put an end to itâ own
view, it does not contain the checks of either existence: "yourselves yon may extinguish,
the monarchical or republican systeni. The but Parliament you cannot extinguish. It le
very genius .of the British constitution is enthroned in the hearts of the people-it le
against Federal union. The hiBstory of fede% enshrined in the sanctuary of the constitu-
ration, from the earliest limes, le condemnau tion-it is as immortal as the island that
tory of the principle, and a legislative union protects it. As well might the frantic Bui-
la that which we have seen taken place in cide imagine that the act which destroys his
Great Britain. If a necessity existed, w ich miserable body should also extingussh his
I deny, fora union of these Colonies, a legis- eternal soul. Again, therefore, I warn you.
lative union is certainly the one which Do not dare to lay your bande on the Con-
should have been formed. Let me read an stitution-it is above your powers !" -Never
extract from Mr. Johnston's speech, in 1854, I think have I read anything more truly elo-
on that point. Be says : quent and true than the foregoeng extract." I have never favored a Union of the Pro- Even common sense shoula suffice to teach
vinces. by way of federation, for it did not any person in a Legielative Assembly that
appear to tend to the great object we had in the people from whom the authority is de-
view. What we want is to produce a real rived should not be precluded from saying

8
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whether that power should be transferred.
But I can shew from the lips of the abettors
of Union themselves that this mnatter should
have been referred to the people. In 1864
Mr. Miller said :-

" When wé were told, as we had been told
touday, that it was the intention, if possible,
to consunmmate this Union without a special
appeal to the people-to yield up our separ-

te governrment without the ratification of
the popular voice, he thought it behoved us
to act with forethought and discretion "

It is a pity he did not continue to act with
the sane forethonght and discretion. l'a
1865 Dr Tupper said :-

" Although the attempt has been made to
induce the people to oppose it (the Quebec
Scheme), by petitions largely circulated, the
majority of the petitioners who are here
state that they are not prepared to say
wbether it would be for good or for evil-
that we should have Confederation, and ask
the House to pause before irrevocably com
mitting itself to what would be, 1 believe, for
the advantage of the country. I believe that
al an early day these parties, having been
fully informed on the subject. will be pre-
pared to come here by tens of thousands, and
ask the Legislature to consummate this
scheme of Union."

There he admits the principle for whieh
we contend. He sa>s that the people vill
come in by thousands to ask for the enact-
ment; but how many petitions in favor of
Union were presented ? Again, Dr. Tupper
said at Kentville in 1866:-

" If the people's representatives are satis-
fied that the country in opposed to this Union
they can yet reject et, or they eau obtain a
dissolution by asking for it. No Govern-
ment couldprevent et. What we wish is, to
submit the broad question on broad grounds,
and leave its decis:on to the independent ac-
tion of the Legislature. No more groundless
statement could be made than that there
would be an attempt sade to force thts
scheme upon the people. In the discharge of
my publie duty I have felt bound ta go
wherever I would, and submit myself to the
criticism of every man-to give all the in-
formation in my power, ready te submit as a
member of the Government and as a publie
man of Nova Scotia to what I believe to be
the great fountain of auLhority, that is, the
clearly understood wishes of the people. I
am quite certain that under the present Gov-
ernment and Parlhament no measure wll be
ever passed that wzll be contrary to the pub-
lzc sentzment of the country."

Do you suppose that Dr. Tupper was not
well aware at that time that the people were
opposed'to the secheme ? The mode of pases
ing it shows their knowledge that the publie
sentiment was against the deed Even Mr.
Archibald acknowledged the right of the
people, for he used these words in bis speech
delivered at Temperance Hall, in 1864 : " It
is for the people of Nova Scotia to ratify or
reject what we have done. If it will not pro.
mote their interests-if they believe the re-
sult will be injurious, and not beneficial, let
them reject zt."

TuE SPIrAKER suggested that it vas out of

order, strictly speaking, to read from books
or papers in debate.

Dr. MuEP.y continued :-I would not have
referred to extracts if it had not been done
so largely on the other side,-but I was pro-
ceeding to shew that the men who now loud-
ly tell us that Parliament had a right te pass
the meusure without submitting it to the
people by their speeches and acts some time
ago proved the contrary. Mr. Tilley, in ad-
dressing an audience at St. John, said : He
could assure them, that if there rs the least
question as to the opinion of lhe people up-
on et, it shall be submltied to them at the
polls." Mr. Tilley acted in accordance with
this opinion, and, like an bonest man, sub-
mitted it to the people. Had our people
consented te union their position would have §
been very different. A great deal bas also
been said about the inconsistency of certain
persons, especially Mr. Howe. It matters
little to the peopie whether Mr. Howe was in-
consistent or not,-if he had advocated Con-
federation without an appeal to the people
he was wrong. Aspersions have been freely
cast on Mr. Howe's name, but that name is
"one of the few, the immortal nanes. that
are not born te die," and will live in the
minds and hearts of Nova Seotians when the
men who passed this measure will have gone
down

"To the vite dust from whence they sprung,
- Unwept, unhonored, and unsung."

The only parallel case that eau be adduced
is the Union of Ireland and England. It is
well known that the Irish people were op-
posed te that union, and, when it could not
be carried by fair means, Mr. Pitt, through
the instrumentality of Castlereagh, by dis-
tributeng large sumo of money and titles
among the members of Parliament, secured
the passage of the measure. But what bas
been the result? The Irish people feeling
that they were swindled out of their Parhîa-
ment by inproper means have ever since been
discontented; one rebellion after another,
Fenian organizations, &e., and tens of thou- in
sands of her people have exiled themselves
fron their beloved land, carrying with them
wherever they go the most deadly hostility s
te Britain. And similar results are litely to
follow similar causes in Nova Scotia. We
who oppose Confederation have been called
Fenians and Annexationists, and in a letter, 2
written by Mr. Archibald, he told us about
two parties going up te the village church,
one reépectable people, and the other associat- g
ing with Feniavs, rebels, and se forth, add-
ing that people should be careful what com-
pany they kept. When I read that produc
tien, I was inclined te exclaim:-

"I thank thee, Roderick. for that word,
It nerves my arm, it steels my hearC."

When chat man slandered nineteen-twen-
tiethe of his countrymen by telling them that
they were the sympathizers of Fenians, cut-
throats and rebels, he should have considered'
the company he himself was in. He was siti
ting the very time he wrote that letter in

company with a man (Dr. Tupper) who had L
called him a briber and perjurer; with Mr
MeGee, who, in 1848, went into rebellion
against his Sovereigu; with Cartier, who, in



55

1837, stood in the [same position, and Only
threw away his musket when the red-coats
were at hie heels; with J. A. MacDonald, who
han been branded by the press of his own
country se a common drunkard; and with
Galt, an Annexationist. The Fenians have
been termed "misguided men, who love their
country not wisely but too well," and some
of them were found to die for their country,
but Mr. Archibald delighted to sell his coun-
try, and to bring lier under foreign domina-
tion.

Let me here read a short extract from Pute
nam's Cyclopedia of Chronology. " A me-
morial for the annexation of Canada to the
United States, received in five hours the sig-
natures of 300 merehants, landowners and
professionàl men in Montreal, Oct 10, 1850."
Who ever heard of anything like that occur-
ring in Nova Scotia Who ever heard of our
people being disloyal until they were forced in-
to subjection to another country. Some time
ago, it will be remembered, the Government
of the day diemissed a hunJred magistrates.
Mr. Johnson, our present Judge in Equity,
moved the following resolution in the Bouse,
with regard to those dismissals:

" And thie Houme is of opinion, that il
such an exercise of Executive administration-
should be vindicated, the most eaored inter-
estm of society, would be placed in the power
of every corrupt and unscrupulous Governu
ment that could command a ubservient ma-
jority in the Legielature; and the people of
Nova Scotia being driven t3 desire some cou.
stitution better balanced and protected, the
connection between the Colony and the Parent
State would be weakened and endangered."

If that deed was to weaken the connection
with the Mother Country, how much greater
le the danger when the rights of the whole
people are sacrificed ? The men who accom-
plisbed it may think they did a very honor-
able thing, and may enjoy for a time the
honore which have been beatowed upon them,
but I do not envy them. We remember
thatMontieth betrayed Wallace, and for that
act of treachery was loaded with honore while
Wallace was put to death; but what Scotch-
man hear the name of Wallace, and reads
that etirring eong " Scots wha hae," but lifts
his head higher, and plante his foot more
firmly, without hie heart beating stronger,
and hie blood cireulating more rapidly,
though centuries have rolled by since the
death of the warrior? Who now thinks of
Montieth but with execration ? In the neigh-
boring Republic there was a man namek
Arnold who was honored for hie treson, but
how ls he regarded now ? In Mexico how
was Lopez looked on after he had betrayed
hie benefactor ? His wife met him and said,
" Lopez, here le your son, we cannot divide
him, but never more do I wish to behold his
father's face." That is the way in whic'a the
men who betrayed thie country will bue re-
garded. When a hundred of yeara have
passed, their names will etink in the riostrils
of Nova Scotians. It has been oftens asked.
"will we get repaal?" I reply:

" Freedom's battle once begun
Bequeathed by bleeding sire to son,
Though baffed oft in ever won."

Wheu I look at the character of the Pa
liament to which we are applying for redress,
a Parliament presided over by the best sover-
eign in existence, and guided by great, wise,
and honorable men, I feel there is no reason
to expect that when we go there and shdw
that they were deceived-that ve never favor-
ed the Scheme, but were designedly kept from
passing on it, these authorities vill at
once say "we have done yon a grievous
wrong, but we will undo what las been
done." I mirht refer at some length to the
falsehood contained in the preamble to the
Union Act, and to the influence which Mr.
Watkin'e statement muet have had when he
isid that the question had been disecused at
every polling booth in the Province. As to
the Act itself, I concur with those who think
it is not binding on Nova Scotta, because it
has never been confirmed by statute of the
Local Legislature. When the Reciprocity
Treaty vas entered into it was sent to un for
ratification,and why not this meaure? It
has been said ve should accept the situation.
Shall we do no ? No, Mr. Speaker, we will
not, nor will we accept the advice of those
who ask usto wait a little longer. "A day,
an hour of virtuous liberty is worth a whole
eternity in bondage."

We may be asked "but is our country
worth contending for?" Look at ber re-
sources, ber foreste, ber fisheries, her mines.
Io it not the coal and iron that make a conna
try grest? We have them in abondance.
'Thi land is ours; it bas come to ne free from
our forefathers, who felled the foreste, and
tilled the fields, and made " the wildernese to
rejoice and blosom se the rose." Have we

-mot among us the feelingsof Britonms? Whom
do I see around me but the descendants of
Englishmen, who are noted for their love of
freedom; of Scotchmen-those men of iron,
with lightning in them-the soue of the land
which bas been called " the home of the brave
and the free;" and of Irishmen. whose coun-
try is the " first flower of the field, firet gem
of the ses," and bas given birth to so many
illustrious men, who, lhke Grattan, could ex.
claim in reference to their country's constie
tution, "' I've sat by ber cradle, and followed
her hearse." And is there anything in the
atmosphere of Nova Scotis to deteriorate the
race? Have we not the same aspirations ?
I believe that Nova Scotia will not tamely
submit and accept their present position.
They muet and wili be free.

'le debate was adjourned.
The House adjourned.

FamÂA. Feb. 14th.
The House met at 11 o'clock.
Mr. RyERson presented the report of the

Committee appointed in reference to the dis.
tribution of the moneys for the relief of dis-
tressed fishermen.

Mr. DICIE presented a petition with res-
pect to a wharf in King'e County.

Mr. Kiax, a petition from Fishermen'e
Harbour for a bridge.

Mr. CoCHRAN, a petition of Mr. Archibald
and Chers, of Musquodoboit Harbour, in re-
ference to a road.

Hon. Paov. SEo. laid on the table corres-
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ondence . vith -refereice to Che Gilchrisit
Educationa Trust Fund.
Mr. Czu as, the petition of Laurilliard

and others in reference to a bridge at Upper
Stewiacke.

Mr. Faemn ssked the government for
certain information respecting a bridge in
Qneen's Co.

Mr. FPito presented a petition from the
Custo and Clerk of the Peace of Cumberland
asking for au amendment in the LicenseLaw.

Mr. EisENHA presented petitions with
reference to the gathering of ses manure.

Mr. NoaTHuP, a petition from Grrett O'&
Connor, an aged schoolmaster, asking for a
grant of land; also a petition from H. DInsp
and others, in reference to a road.

Mr. BALcA, a petition from Ship Harbar.
Hon. Mr. EEGusoN, a petition of certain

rate payera and inhabitants of New Boston
and Catalogue, in C. B., asking for a certain
quantity of pitatoes and osta for seed; also a
petition from the ferryman at Little Bras
D'Or, stking'for additional remuneration.

Dr. BEdwN introduced a bill to incorporate
the King's Co. Medical Society.

The adjourned debate waa then resmeued,\

UR. PINEO'S SPIEECH.

Mr. PneEo rose and said -- In rising to>
address the flouse with respect to the resolu-
tions before the flouse, it is.but natural that
I should feel some embarrasement. But 1
feel in endoreiug the sentiments expressed in
the resolutions introduced by the hon. mem-
ber for Inverness, that my views will be pret-
ty clearly understood by the House and
country, and that, therefore, it will be en-
tirely unnecessary for cre to occupy your at.
tention for any great length of time. Like
the hon. member for Queen's (Mr. Smith)
who addressed the House on Wednesday in
such an agreeable manner and style, I feel it
le a duty that 1 oweto the country, as well as
as to myself, to explain the position which I
occupy with reference to Confederation and
Repeal. I was not instrumental, let me sayat
the outset, in bringing about this Act of
Union, and I do not, therefore, feel myself
responsible for the Act itself or ita renults. It
was proclaimed the law of the land-I believe
it to have been constitutional; but whilst 1
entertain that view I still feel that it was hasty
on the part of the Government to bave passed
the measure into law without having first
submitted it to the people at the polis. But
when it was proclaimed the law of the land I
felt it to be my duty to accept the aitásatinn,
as I consider it to bethe -duty of every loyal
British subject to-day. Now the county I
have the honor to represent, abounds in coal
fields, grind Etone, lime stone, and other atone
quarries. It adjôins the County of Colches.
ter, where there is abundance of copper and
iron. We have the facilities for all kinda of
manufacturing. We'have as industrious men
and women as are to be found in any part of
the world, but we have not the capital to en-
courage and stimulate the energy and enter-
prise of our people, and develope our re.
sources. Now, the Act of Confederation se-
cures to us the construction of the Intercolo-
nial Railway, which will paso through the
two counties I have mentioned, and necessa-

rily involve the expeuditure of a large sei
of money. Here then will be employment for
our people. The construction of this work
will open up a market for everything that
our country produces. The circulation of
money will stimulate our people and sasiest
theia in establshing those manufactures
which are so very essential to it, and will be
the means of bringing back to Nova Scotia
thousands of our people who have left us to
aeek employment elsewhere. To repeal the
Act of Confederation will destroy all this. We
may be differently situated in Cumberland
from any other county in the Province, but
situated as we are we look forward hope-
fully to the construction of the Intercolonial
Railway, which our publie men have at-
tempted in vain for so many years to accom-
plish, but have never succeeded until the Act
of Confederation was passed.

But can we have repeal by passing the res
solutions laid on the table by the Attorney
General? I believe not. I believe as firmly
as I believe that the Act of Confederation i
constitutional that we will never have the
Urnion repealed until it bas had a fair trial,
and proved to be what its enemies deolare it
will be. I believe that these resolutions are
based on a fallacy, which will be easily seen
by British statesmen. It may be expected
that I should come forward to assist the hon.
member for Inverness in resisting the at-
tacks made on the late government, but I do
not consider be required sny assistance at
my hande. He is ready and able to defend
himself here and elsewhere, and actuated as
I am under existing ciroumstances to assume
a responsibihîty which doe not naturally de.
volve upon me would be very rash and im-
prudent I stated on a former occasion that
I do not intend to indulge in any factious op-
position, but no matter what minority I
might be in, I would assist the Government
in passing all measures that are neceesary
for the country. Entertaining the opinions I
do of the resolutions moved by the hon. At-
torney General, and behîeving as I do that
time and circumstances will prove me to be
right, I feel it to be my duty to support the
amendments of the hon. member for Inver-
ness.

1R12. DICKIE'S SPEECH.

Mr. DIcaxE followed and said :-Mr. Speak-
er, in attempting to address this Bouse on the
resolutions on the table, I shall not say any-
thing in regard to the constitutionality of
this question, for that part of the subjecthau
been so ably handled by the gentlemen who
have preceded me, that anything I might say
would only be taking up the time of this
House unnecesaarily. I propose, air, to look
at this question,in the light of a commercial
transaction. In taking this view of it, I am
sware it may be said thst I am asstaming
very low ground-that I am taking a narrow
and contracted view of the question, unwor-
thy of so great a Confederation, so vaut a
Dominion. This .may, to some extent, be
the case, but you must be sware that a wise
man once said, "moneyanswereth all things,"
and without money what can any coun-
try be? It i necessary to the life, thepros-
perity, and the happines of a country, that



its fmancial condition should be sound, as it
i necessary that the sun should shine and~
the rain should fall su that the face of mother
earth may' be clothed with verdure. An,!.
sir, when laying the foundations of Lo great
a Dominion, the utmost care should be taken
that no interest should suffer in the slightest
degree The slightest variation of the com
pasn may wreck the noble ahip, and send her
crew and passengers to a watery grave; so
the amallest deviation from the path of jus%
tice in laying the foundations of an Empire,
might ultimately cause its destruction. The
Legislature of this Province when (constitu.
tionally or not) appointing delegates to ar-
range a cheme of Confederation, stipulated
that such a scheme should be equitable and
just to all the provinces, and I propose to
show that they did not carry ont that stipu-
lation. In July last, I made a calculation
based on the revenue and expenditure of 1866,
and estimated that the Dominion Government
would receive from Nova Scotia, under our
tariff, $370,000 more than she would have to
pay.

I showed tbis House the other day that,
according to Mr. Rose's statement, the Do-
minion has received at the rate of S366,000
per year, or $152,400 for five months, and
no gentleman undertook to gainsay the
statement-it cannot be done-it stands as a
record of the past and a foretaste of the fu-
ture. I also showed that the difference be-
tween the tariff of Nova Scotia and the tariff
of the Dominion would take from Nova Scoe
tia in addition $732,000. None disputed it,
nor can they do sa. These two amounts
make $1,097,000; add to this the Stamp Act,
the Postage Act, and the Bank tax, and you
have not les than 23,000 more, or $1,120,-
000 for the year 1866, bad we then been con-
federated. Is this fair, i this just ? la this
such a scheme as they were charged to ar-
range? No-nothing of the kind. Were
they ignorant of what they were doingi I
would fain believe so if I could; but, sir,
even the mantle of charity which covereth a
multitude of sins, is not ample enough to
cover so grave an error. It is utterly im.
possible that they should not have known
that the bargain was a ruinous one for Nova
Scotia; and, air, we are compelled to look
further for some cause that operated on their
minds with greater force than the welfare of
their country.

We have an inkling of this cropping out at
the convention held in Quebec, where, it is
said, they werest sixes and seven until it was
understood that the Dominion would elect three
Governors for the different Provinces, and
there would be a number ofheada of depart-
ments and vacant senatoraships to be filled.
Then, as if by mat ic. this pipe of peace al-
Iayed ali strife and differences of opinion, and
esch was enabled to se in this great scheme
everything to admire and nothing to con.
demn. It could be compared in their estima-
tion to but one thing under heaven-that to
which nothing is to be added, neither any,
thîug to be taken away.

Sir, ]et me turn the attention of this House
to what this Province bas been enabled to do
in the past, and from thsat judge what ase
might do in the future if left as we were. It

has been one of the great arguments of our
opponenta that had we remained as we were
we would have bad to raiseour tariff.' T deny
it, sir, and I ask for the p-oof The customa'
revenues of Nova Scotia were-

$608,939 lu 1861
835,657 " 1862
861,669 1863
990,169 - 1864

1,047,891 1865
1,226,398 1866

This is an average annual increase in the
past 4 years of 12J per cent , and at the same
average rates we uright expect-

$1,379,697 in 1867
1 552,159 1868
1,745,178 1869
1,963,200 1870

This .isa ealculation hased upon the records
of the past; and there is no reason why these
amounts may cot be realized in the future,
except it be that the unsettled state of the
country has been thrown into by those who
have attempted to dispose of our revenues,
and deprive us of our deareat rights, the
rights of free men But this is only our re
venue from cualms; our total revenue was-

In 1861, $ 892:324
1862, 1,270,817
1863, 1,249,103
1864, 1,174,918
1865, 1,731,855
1866, 1,857,148

Under an average increase, we would have:
In 1867, $2,089,291

1868, 2,350 452
1869, 2,644,258
1870, 2,974,790

Ant this, too, under our own tariff. So with
our finances in this condition, we would be
enabled to meet all our liabilities, and buiId
our proportion of the Intercolonial Railroad,
if required.

But, sir, if we were to collect duties under
a Canadian tariff, we would have collected,
in addition to what we have collected under
our tariff:

In 1864, $ 603,531
1865, 688,522
1866, 732,000
1867, 823,500
1868, 926,544
1869, 1,042,247
1870, 1,172,252

a sum of itself sufficient to build the Interco-
lonial road, and pay for it too in less than
30 yers, by placing the surplus in a sinking
fond. And this, I hesitate not to say, is a
aum paid by Nova Scotia to the Dominion
Government, increasing every year as our
importa increase, and for which Ontario and
Quebec pay to the general fund no equiva-
lent. But when I put the two amounts to-
gether and add to them the other taxes I
have already enumerated, you would have

In 1864, $ 884,950
1865, 99,556
1866, 1,120,000
1867, 1,260,000
1868, 1,417,500
1869, 1,594,687
1870, 1,764,023
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I may be told we will not continue to pros-
per in the future as we have in the paqt. If
that is the argument:then the whole fabric
falla to the ground, for bas not their whole
argument been that under Confederation
every interest would prosper, our trade would
be enlarged, and the hum of our busy work-
shops would be beard from one end of the
Province to the other-andto quote the words
of a reverend and learned lecturer, the pre-
sent generation would see Halifax expanded
to such au extent that Bedford Basin would
be a mere frog pond in the centre of the town.
If these anticipations are to he realized my
estimates are a long way inuide of the mark.
for the greater our trade the more money
Canada takes from us.

If my anticipations are not realized, it will
be because this Confederation bas crippled
our trade, destroyed our manufactures, and
reduced our people, and forced them to live
more eheaply and consume lets dutiable
goods You may take either horu of the di.
lemma you pelase, there can be but one
result.

Now let me turn your attention to our
local requirements, and ask how we can
meet them under Confederation. We ex-
pended for Agriculture; Board of Works;
Crown Lande; Education; Legialative Ex-
penses; Mines and Minerals; Navigation Se-
curities; Printing; Roads and Bridges:

Iu 1862, $318 340
1863, 396,849
1864, 555.973
1865, 629,202
1866, 851,699

And at-the same rate we would require:
In 1867, $ 985,014

1868, 1,149,183
1869, 1,313,352
1870, 1,477,521

On the- other band we would only have under
Confederation :

In 1866, $442,000
1857, 465,000
1868, 489,000
1869, 517,000
1870, 550,000

Sumo totally inadequate to meet the wants
of these services as we have met them for-
merly; and the consequence would be that
after we had contributed millions of dollars to
Canada for the support of the Dominion Go.
vernment, we would either have to allow
our 1%cal wants to suffer, or tax ourselves
directly for large amounts to meet their in-
creasing wants.

But, sir, I have only been arguing hitherto
on the supposition that the Dominion would
only require from Nova Scotia the amount
raised by the present Tariff, Stamp Act, Post-
age Bill, and Bank tax. A vain delusion, as
I will presently show. People unite and
form partnerships in order to accomplish to-
gether what they could not alone. On this
principle we have, for large enterprises, joint
stock companies. On the same principle this
Confederation was formed, and the enterprises
she bas undertaken are, first, the Intercolo-
nial Railroad, at a cost, it is said, of twenty
millions ef dollars; the purchase and opea-

lng up of the North West Territory, varione-
ly estimated at from thirty to fifty millions
more; then a Welland canal is in contempla-
tion at from twenty to thirty millions more.
And where is even the interest of the money
to come from ? for it seems to be a settled
principle with our poiticians tihat only the
interest of money is to be provided for; the
principal is left to future generations.-
who it is expected will be able to do what the
present cannot;-but how we are not told.
Why, air, when we turn to the estimates laid
before the Dominion Parliament by the Hon,
Mr. Rose, what Io we fid ? Why, ve find an
estimated expenditure of $14,301,301
Estimated income 14,457,400

Leaving a surplus of only $156,099

and this does not include $1,925,500 expenda
ed on capital account. More than this, to
my surprise there is nothing in these esti-
mates providing for the Intercolonial railroad,
North West Territory, or a Welland canal, the
interest of which will amount to from five to
seven millions, and of which Nova Scotia
will have to pay her share in addition to al
the suams I have enumerated Yet all this is
considered by the delegates and their friends
fair and equitable; this is the scheme that was
to do justice to all parties It the foundation
was laid thus let me ask what the super-
structure is to be like

Sur, did you ever hear of any number of
persons going into partuership without tak-
ing into account the goods and chattels
placed in the firm ? What would you think
if several gentlemen bere should1 enter a parte
nership, and should place in one common
fund their cash, their lends, their houses,
their ships and their stocks, without putting
any appraised value upon them, or without
taking them into account at a certain valua
ation ? And eull you see the founders of
this Dominion placine at the disposal of the
Dominion the railroads of Nova Scot:a with-
out equivalent or compensation, to say noth-
ing of our lighthouses, breakwaters, canals,
and public buildings. Sir, I should have
thought that one of the firat things to be
done would have been to have appointed a
commission to appraise aIl the public pro.
perty, and to arrange the same in a fair and
equitable manner; and when they failed to
do this they failed to carry out the very let-
ter and spirit of their instructions. Had au
enemy by force of arma conquered the coun
try. he could not have done more than take
aIl the public buildings and works as they
have done, except to levy contributions on
the inhabitants, and even this they have not
failed in, for we see our revenues not only
taken by our conquerers, but also raised 55
per cent ,-and all this, in my estimation, is
only a foretaste of what is to come.

When they talk of " accepting the situ-
ation"-of working the thing out, do they
understand their position ?-do they think
where they are leading the country to ?
They cannot, surely ! They have never care-
fully and honestly looked- the situation in
the face, or made any calculations as to the
result, or they would bot give such advice as
that.
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Allow me now to turit the attention of this
House to another phase of this remarkable
Confederation. The history of the Grand
Trunk Railroad in ta some extent familiar to
most in this Bouse. That it oways and large-
ly influences the political affaire of Canada
few will venture to deny; and, sir, I have
reason ta believe that the influence of that
Company have had much, very much te do
in bringing about this Confederation. Its
influence on the politicians of Canada none
can well define. When we turn our attention to
England, we find thestockholders in that coun-
try throwing aIl the weight of their influence
and position to further this scheme, and Mr.
Watkin, the chairman, in his place in Par-
liament, standing up and deceiving that Par-
liament, and making them believe that the
people of Nova Scotli had, at the polls, de-
clared themselves in favour of this scheme
This closed the mouths of our friends in Par-
liament; t'hey were unprepared ta give him a
at dental, and under this mierepresentation

they were led to paso this Act and do a cruel
wrong to tbis country. It would be a libel
on the love of justice and fair play, inherent
in the breast of every Englishman ta suppose
for a moment that when they were shewn, as
I trust they will be, the wrong they have
done, that they will not take immediate steps
ta repair that wrong in the only way poseî-
ble by a repeal nf so much of it as applies ta
Nova Scotia. You may say what abject had
the Grand Trunk Directors in aIl this. 'Tis
plain ta be seen and judged of by their past
history. They evidently, by their great
power, will control the building of the Inter-
colonial, and make fortunes out of it, as
Hincks did out of the Grand Trunk, and when
finished will, in ail probability, wind up the
affair by saddling the two roads on the Domi-
nion Government at such a price as will ena,
ble them ta secure the services of members
who in the past have, by their sudden com-
missions, laid themselves open in the public
estimationto have been convinced by the
strong arguments of gold and position rather
than by the love of country snd its welfare.

Sir, I will now turn the attention of this
House to a etatement made by the member
for Inverness, and which he complains has
sot yet been answered; namely, that the Do-
minion Government have actually paid for
Nova Scotia up ta the present more than they
received Admit, for the sake of argument,
that it is strictly true If you w1ll, what
does it prove taken in connection with what
I proved to the gentleman, snd which it is
not worth while ta repeat ? It proves but this,
if they did so itwas on account of our debt,
for which they were bound to provide, and
for which we pay them interest, and if they
had paid in the first six months the whole
e:ght millions, and cancelled aIl our bonds by
bonds of the Dominion, or by casa, could
any one be so bold as to declare that we had
been the gainers by the sum of eight millions
in the first six months ? And yet this is the
whole of his argument.

There is one other point I would turn your
attention to, namely: In all those calculations
I have, for the sake of argument, assumed
that the Dominion Government will provide
for aIl the services turned over ta them in as

efficient a manner as ve havedone bitherto.
Take for illustration the light house service;
almot every man in this Bouse and in this
country in interested directly or indirectly in
having the light houses of our coasts and
baya properly cared for, and in the past
scarcely a year has gone by that we have not
added several new ones. But have we any
guarantee that the Dominion Government,
sitting in the backwoods of Ottawa, will take
the trme interest and care of those servicet
that ve have. I might apply the sa:e re-
marks to other services, but I will not occupy
the time of the Bouse.

Allow me now' to direct attention to a
statement published by J. Johnson. Assistant
Commissioner at Ottawa, attempting ta show
the amount that will be collected under the
Dominion tariff and that collected under our
late tariff, and showing an increase of only
$59,339. This statement is sent broadcasut
over the face of the country, and shows
either the ignorance sud utter Incompetency
of the officer, or that he i attempting wil-
fully to deceive the people of tbis country.
Let me turn the attention of the House ta a
few of the statements, and compare tben
with the revenue actually received according
to the Journals of this House :-

Johnson. .ournals.
Beef and Pork, $6,207 $3,409
Navy Bread, 1,650 1,450
Butter & Lard, 1,749 670
Cheese, 732 332
Flour, 70,321 28,685
Apples, 2,499 447
Brandy. 71,107 56,598
Gin & Whiskey, 101,588 - 83,662
Rum, 263.869 151,091
Tobacco, 29,787 17,021

And, sir, ali the mistakes are on one aide of
the account. and these make a difference of
some $190,000. When we turn to the
amount of imports he lowers those ta suit
himself, by what authority or right I cann-t
tell, except it be to deceive the people of this
country, as he heads hie statement as bseed
on the arne imports. He makes some singu-
lar statements : for instance, he estimates a
saving inflour of $48,821, and yet the duty
on flour is exactly the same under both tarifs,
and he agtually makes a saving of nearly
$20,000 more than was collected, or that
would be saved if fiour had been free Sir, I
will not tire this Bouse by wading through
any more of his errors. Suffice it ta say
that the errors in this column foot up tome
$265,000.

The average duty of Canada and Nova
Scotia was as îollows :-

Canada Nova Setia
1863, 112 84
1864, 126 74
1865, 12. 7.2
1866, 136 85

The average Canadian tariff of lat year is
55 per cent lrigher than the averae of Nova
beotia-and the Dominion tariff of to.day on-
ly differs from the Canadian tariff in tome
half a dozen articles, as I showed on a former
day, and which it te not worth while to rew
pest, and the difference to Nova Scotia i not



more than $10,000 either way per year. And
yet Mr. Johnston tells u thatit will only take
$59,339 more than our lare tarif Nova
Scotia imported in the year ending 30th
Sept., 1866, $14,381,000, and collected duty
$1,226,398, and the addition of $59,339
would only be about 41.100 of 1 per cent-
which would make the Dominion tariff ac.
cording to Mr. Johnson only 8 94 100 per
cent; call it9 per cent. for the sake of simpli
fying it. Apply this to the amount of Ca.
nada's impoits, and you have $2,488,516 less
than was actually collected; and if Mr. John-
son is right Canada will be relieved by this
tariff 82,488,516 per year, and we will have
added ta our taxes by it $59,339. Sir, the
statement la unworthy of consideration, and
I beg the pardon of this House for occupy.
ing so much of their time with a statement so
manifestly erroneous; and my excuse is, that
it appears to bave been issued by authority,
and the press of this city are copying, com-
menting on and endorsing it errors.

In conclusion I will only add in reference
to the remarks that fell fron the hon. mem
ber on a previous day that he may call me
what he¡pleaes-may threaten tO skin me from
bead to foot; but I tell him I did not come
here to bandy words with any one, but to do
the business of the country. I can tell him
one thing, and that is, he will never make
me ait down as he acknowledged he sat under
the tongue lashings of a gentleman some
years ago. Be confessed that he did not
dare-defend himself, and that it hurt him so
much that he could not sleep all night When
I cannot defend myself I will retire from the
House, and go back to my constituents, and
tell them I am not fit to fight their battles or
contend for their rights

Um. CHARBERS' SPEECH.

Mr. CLnMnEEs said-I do not like to occu-
py the time of the House when any member
la deairous of speaking, but as no oneap-
pears about to rise, I shsll endeavor to ex-
press my opinions on this important subject
as concisely as I can. I do not pretend to be
a public speaker. There are many gentle-
men in this Bouse of whom it may be said
that they did not seek these seats, but these
benches sought them. They have come bere
for a patriotic purpose-of freeîng their
country from a Union lnto which the people

-iave been unfairly forced, without their con-
sent having been even asked. M1any gentle-
men would gladly retire from the House, and
attend to their own private affairs, if tbey
did not feel impelled by a high sense of duty
to remain here.
-TLhen-bos--member for Inverness and myself
started out in life about the same time, and
whilst he bas pursued one course, I have
taken a different one. Be has been before
the public for twenty years at the bar, and I
have no doubt he has been successful; but I
have kept stendily at my business, and have
no reason to be dissatisfied with the result. If
I were inclined to act the egotist, as he did
the other day, I could tell him what I have
done in Cumberland and Colchester to revo-
lutionize trade. If I had not kept to trade I
might be in a bad Government, or looking to

politics for my liveliood. Happy arm I that
[am nt like others we know of, who have
been driven out of this country by the indig-
nation of their fellow-countrymen, and forced
to seek refuge in the backwoods of Canada.
instead of beng able to return to their old
friends, and received with open arms by their
fellow-citizens. I am not bere, I confess at
once, to make the beat, but the worst of Con-
federation. I am here to express the feelings
.and opinions of those who bave been deeply
wronged in connection with this momentaus
question. We have already had considerable
experience of this hlated scheme, and can
judge of the deep njury we must sustan if
we remain much longer in our present humi-
liating position of subjection to Canada. But
I acknowledge that I am open to conviction,
and if the bon. member can show us the id
vantages of Confederation I shall gladly listen
to him. My consttuents never asked Capt.
Morrison or myself what we would do, but
they elected us because they believed we were
honest men, and therefore we are able 'to
pursue that course which will be most bene-
ficial to the people.

The bon. gentleman has told us that we
should pause before proceedîng any further,
but allow me to advise him and bis friends-to
reconsider their own policy and the cone.
quences that must result from their efforts to
thwart the wishes of tht pe p1e. If he and
bis party had paused long orebis mwhat an
amount of irritation and agit an we would
have been spared. Now we see brother
against brother, and father agaînst father,
and actually in our part of the country we
find the wife opposed to the husband. No:
body bas done ail this but the hon. member
and his friends.

The hon. gentleman has asked us to strike
out all the words after " that," in the Attor.
ney General'a resolutions-certainly a very
cool prop'osition. Wby did he not strike out
the word that," also, whilst he was about
it ? Now, a few words as to the nature of
this new political connection. Suppose the
hon. member goes up to Ottawa, and after a
while engages his daughter to one of the
magnates of that capital. Then he returns
to Nova Scotia, and after aome days he calls
bis daughter to him and says, " By the bye,
my dear, you have to be married to Lord B.;
I bave no doubt you will be happy, and i
will then no longer be at any expense for
you.'' Suppose the daughter would reply
that she was unwilling to marry Lord B ,
but preferred some tradesman in Halifax; or
suppose she was a dutiful child, and, despite
her feelings, married the individual to whom
her father had engaged her without her
knowledge or consent-would she ever be
happy ? In all probability she would drag
out a miserable existence, and seek rest at
last in an early grave. That is about the
way we have been dragged into this Confede-
ration The hon. member says that it is con
stitutional; but though I am no lawyer, I
know the difference between right and wrong.
The bon. member understands the law of
books, but I understand the law of common
sente.

Now I intended reviewing this tariff, but it
has already been so ably handled by gentle-



menwho have preceded me that I find aome
difficulty is dealing with it. I consider that
this tariff bas imposed upon us burthens
most grievous- to be borne. It is true we
have been told that the tarifl was not come
plete, but surely they had time enough te
consult business men, and arrange it so as to
be fair to the interests concerned., This tariff
cannot satisfy Nova Scotia, because it is a
Canadian tariff. What suits Canada do not
suit Nova'Scotia, for the iutereete of the two
countries ara very different. Each bas what
the other bas not. Take a few items in thie
tariff s order to see how the interests of this
country are affected. First of all we read .
" No deduction of charges for packing, traw,
tMine, cord, paper, cordiug, wiring, cuttîng,
or any other expenses." These gentlemen
are not eatisfied te charge duty on the goods
only, but actually on musty straw in which
they may be packed. çThe hon. member I
see is taking a note, but I know what he will
say, that this refera to bottled wine or porter,
and so he may cross out bis nota.) Again
we are told, " No commission charged sn any
Invoice, for the purchase of gooda or claim-
ed to have been paid for such purchase,
sall be allowed in abatement of the value of
the goods for duty." On some low price
gsoda the expenses and commission add full
25per cent. te their value, which are compel-
led by these unfeeling gentlemen at Ottawa
te pay the duty on the same. Probably if
Mr. Blanclrard was a trader, as I am, he
would not be long on the side where be is now.
If he was selling tes, sugar, cotton warp,
&o., he would be with us; but he is now in
that position that he does net understand the
wanta of the people, and therefore he did not
carehow much duty we have to pay. Again,
te come to something vorse, " No discount
for ash shall in any case be allowed, nor
sall goodo be allowed to entry at cash va-

lues, except where it is satisfactorily shown
to the Collector that such gooda can be pur-
chased only for cash, and then it shall formu
a part of the affidavit of the importer that the
value of such goods was paid at the time of
purchase." Whoever heard of a thing lke
that ? I did not think they were smart
enough su Canada te do a thing of that kind.
I know of a gentleman who has sent an order
to England for some gooda, and if he paye
cash, he will get 10 per cent. discount. If he
goes to the Custom House and presents his
Invoice of an item whicih set 9s cash, in-
stead of 10s. on time, they will ask him,
could you not buy it on time? Then they
wili reply te him, " no discount allowed for

asih, neither will a cash -bill be allowed un-
lesa it-be shown that such goods can only be
purchased for cash." It appears to me that
such a thing is preposterous in the extreme.
Now look at refined augar, and you will find
it is fifty per cent. more than it was last year;
yellow sugar is one-half more; the latter is
au article that entera largely into the con-
sumption of the pedple of this country, and
they are now actually obhiged to pay one-
third of the value su the shape of duty. Of
course thia is done to fill the pockets of the
Canadians. Then again there i starch,
which they wiai us te buy from Canada, and
hence they impose a higher duty on the im-
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ported article; but our ladies prefer the Loun-
don starch, and will not purchase the inferior
article from the Canadians. Welt ail I eau
say se, that theey may determine as much as
they like to make us buy their starch, but I
think before we are doue with them we will
have taken theatarch out of them.

I shall say nothine about flour, for we had
a duty on it previously, but take corn. meal
aud rye, wnich certainly should not be taxed,
entersug as they do, especially the former,
suto the consumption of the poorer classes.
COmnamon, nutmege, ginger, mace, &a., are
charged 25 per cent , but I do not care what
duty is imposed on these thnga, for they are
chiefly used by the rich Tes is charged 3t
cents a lb. and 15 per cent. advalorem. It is
urged by some that we do not pay more than
. half cent a lb. additional, but I have cale

culated that it will amount to 2ý cents on tes,
which costs le. 4d. sterling a lb. Now there
there is white lead. In Canada dry white
lead in used, and therefore it comes in duty
free, but if there is a title oil in it, it is taxed
15 percent. The Canadians have their own
oil wells and prepare the paint themselves.
The Haligonians, on the other band, prefer
to buy the prepared article. because it saves
a vast amount of trouble. We have te import
the mills and the oil te prepare it, and it
would therefore giveus a great deal of exe
penEe and trouble. As respects molasses we
cannot complain. Mr. Archibald told us on
one occasion, whilst they used sugar in Ca-
nada, very many of our people used molasses.
So we mutt give him credit for thie change
which is intended, doubtless, as a fily trap.
RiSgging, and allkinds of iron for vessels are
duty free, but under our own tariff auch
thisgs ouly paid 5 per cent. Why the ahip
owners eau better afford to pay a small duty
on his vessel's materials than any other class
of persons su business. Give us our libesties,
and I will guarantee that the hon. members
from Yarmouth, Mr. Townsend and Mr.
Ryerson, will gladly pay 5 per cent. again.
The price of cotton warp bas been raised, al-
though it entera se largely sito the consump-
tion of our poorer classes. from à to 15 per

ent. This is certaînly a hard case 1or those
people who manufacture cloth, which they
sell to buy flour and other necessaries of life.
Just one more item for example. the duty on
low price soap from England will be increased
1000 per cent. If the hon. member for In-
verness will (as he said) have the Colchester
boys in rage, he surely, surely, should mot
use bis influence te deprive them of cheap
soap te keep them clean. It will be remen-
bered that the ad valorem duts in Canada
was 20 per cent for a number of years, but
last year they lowered it to ? per cent. for
the purpose, no doubt, of makîng Confedera-
tion acceptable to the Maritime Provinces
It is well known, however, that Canada went
largely behind even with a 20 per cent tariff,
and that being the case bow ise 15 per cent te
meet ber necessities? What does Mr Rose
say? The Canadian Journal of Commerce
tells us that according to Mr. Rose'a figures
of the finances of last year, under a 15 per
cent tariff, Canada went behind at the
rate of five or six millions of dollars. Sup-
pose they do not purchase the Nlorth 'West
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Terfitory or build the Intercolonial Railway,
yet they comnot meet the expenditures with
the present 15 per cent duty.

The Aîtorney General told us the other day
that we had now four goveruments, but we
have actually six, and t will show )ou how
that ie. We have one in New Brunswick,
one in Nova Scotia, one in Ontario and Que-
bec respectively, and iwo at Ottawa. They
have at the capital twont sets of ofiicials, they
have one clairs of people speaking English
and the other French. I believe though they
may be theoretically one government, there
are two practically-two certainly in a pecu
niary point of view. 'I think then if they
could not live under a 20 per cent. tarif,
they are not likely to meet all their expendi
tures witth their system of government large
ly increased. Suppose we take in the North
west Territory, wha&an immense tract of
country will have to be opened up by roads
and bridges; suppose the aborigines become
troublesome on our hands; suppose we build
the Intercolonial Railway, and increase the
fortifications of Canada, where is all the
money to come from? Muet not the tariff go
up ? I have no hesitation in expressing my
opinion that it must steadily rise as long as
we remain in this Confederation. In the
course of time we must see it as bigh as 30
per cent., or 25 per cent. at the very least
Only let the Canadians get a firm grapp of
us, and the tariff will go up fast enough.
The hon. member for Inverness asked us the
other day, "will you give up your mines and
minerals to Canada?" He admits that we
have given up nearly everything, and con-
soles us vith mentioning what we have left.
What did Mr. Archibald tell us at one of our
meetings when'he was told of the evils and
burthens of Confederation? Why be actual-
ly told us that be would try and temper the
wind to the shorn lamb. thereby confessing
what we had to put up with. The bon. mem-
ber for Inverness bas gone into the constitu-
tional part of this question; he bas spoken
of Cathoec Emancipation, of the abolition of
the Corn Laws, and bas eulogized Sir Robert
Peel and Mr. Pitt, and gives them as autho-
rity for this act of despotism.

Refreshing my memory from some old
books in my valise, put there by my little
boys, I find that it it is true that the emanci-
pation of the Catholice in 1829 was carried
against the wish of the Protestants, and in
five days they sent 957 petitions against the
Act, while only 357 were presented in its fa-
vor, but while they gave freedom to Ireland,
the Canadian Act bas placed us in bondage.

In regard to the repeal of the-Corn Laws
in 1846, it was by and vith the consent of
the people, it gave thern their bread free of
the 169. on the quarter of wheat, while the
British North America Act taxes ours 1e. 3d.
per barrel, advances our ad valorem duties
50 per cent., and places other taxes on us,
grievous to be borne, as well as depriving us
of the liberty we have se long enjoyed.

In regard to Mr. Pitt as authority for
chasging a constitution independent of the
people, I may be safe in sayiug that he was
not infallible. At this time ho had the hor-
rors of the French revolution on his mind,
and with the cares of the state and the extra

quantity of stimulating drinks he thought
he required to stay bis great mind, we may
put againet him Mr. Gray and Mr. Erskine;
they s iy that a "man ought not to begovern-
ed by laws, in the framing of which he hcd
not a voice, or pay taxes to which he bad
not consented in the esahe way."

As to Sir Robert Peel, the political text
book of Great Britain says, "B e was not a
man of original genius or inventive thought;
there is not a singular idie mere can be traced
to him through bis whole career." Register,
Register, Register was not his own; he bor-
rowed it from a celebrated political journal,
generally in opposition to himself, where it
i to be found -ears before ht ever gave utter-
ance to the counsel. His mind was adoptive,
no creative; ho was the mirrer of the age,
not its director; his leading ideas and prin-
ciples were taken from others. In monetary
affairs he only elaborated the ideas of Mr.
Homer and Mr. Ricardo, first enunciated in
the Ballion Report. In supporting the Corn
Laws, he adopted the arguments of Lord
Liverpool and Lord Castlereigh; in assailing
them tbose of Mr. Bright and Mr. Cobden.
It was the ame in the Catholic Emancipa-
tion; bis arguments admirable on both edes,
were alternately adopted from Lord Livere
pool and Mr. Perceval, of M'r. Canning and-
Mr. Plunkett. It was this which suggested
to Mr. Disraeli the telicitous expression that
bis mind was a " huge appropriation clan:e."

So if the hon. member quotesconstitutional
authorities, I can aliso show you their value,
and enable you to estimate them at their pro-
per standard. But he bas told us about
Cape Breton, and asks whether that ieland is
not content under Confederation. Howcould
Cape Breton be otherwise than satisfied with
Union with Nova Scotia ? Compare the po-
sition of Cape Breton now with what it was
a few yeare ago. The ladies then did not
wear their silks and satins, or the men dres
in broadcloth; they did not even put their
hay under shelter. Now they are connected
with Nova Scotia, and participate in its large
revenues and sources of prosperity. Where
we paid 5e. a head into the treasury for many
years, the people of Cape Breton probably
did not pay more than l , wtile they ren
ceived an equal amount per bead with us,
and probably more. But that is not the case
with reepect to the Union between Nova Sco.
tia and Canada. We beîng consumers of du-
tîable goode will pay 30m. a head, while they
will pay about half that amount, and get an
equal share per head with us from the reve-
nue. It is said we will have one law-one
militia system-one currency. But suppose
we have one currency, how wiil it benefit us ?
In New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Can-
ada they have had one currency, but what
does it amount ta ? The par of exchange in
Canada and New Brunswick ie 9J per cent.;
ours is 12J per cent. The latter is equal to
the adding a fourth, having no fractional
parts, the British shilling being le. 3d., and
the sovereign 25s. If we are forced to adopt
the Canada and New Brunswick currency, it
twill be equal to addingone-fifth; therefore, if
you are required to pay le. 3d., 53., or 25s ,
you wili be at the trouble of adding some
copper coin to each amount. We have now



63

the most simple and convenient currency in
British North Ameriea; and if they adopt
-ours it will confer no boon on us, as it is aIl
right without them. Suppose we have one
currency; while the balance of trade l against
us our paper will not be taken at par in Can.
ada unless our Banks have agents there to
redeem it. I may say here that in Newfound-
land the old system of addng the ninth and
the premium is discontinued, and instead
they add 22 or 24 per cent., according to the
demand.
. No one will deny but that the hon member
for Inverness has made a great speech, but so
far as argument goes it reminds me of a
story told me of the celebrated Whctfield. An
old lady once went to hearhim, but could not
get near him in consequence of the crowd, but
she sat herself down on a large stone where
a gentleman passing by saw ber weeping, and
asked ber what was the matter. She replied
that she was converted. "Bat, my good
woman." said the questioner, " you have not
heard him speak." " Oh, no," was the re-
ply, " but I saw the shake of bis head."
Neither the hon. gentleman's argument nor
the shake of bis head will, I think, effect us
as it did the old lady.

hIR. CAiPBELL'S SPEECH.

- r. CAMPBELL said-I am very happy to
see that the hon. member for Colchester is
far better versed in the momentous question
before uq than he is with the social position
of Cape Breton. I do not think that the hou.
gentleman bas been in Cape Breton from the
description he has given of the country, but
the able manner in which he pointed out the
disadvantages of Confederation will cover a
multitude of sins in that particular. The
learned gentleman remarked bere to-day
that in miltary tactics it is the usual custom
to bring the small guns to the front. If such
bas been uniformly the practice, I find that
in this campaign we have made a sweeping
change Nearly all our great guns have
fired off with good effect; and now commences
a fusillade of small guns, and as we are nut
much in danger from the enemy in front, the
officers in command do not think it necessary
te throw out skirmishers, and that accounts
for findng us in the rear When Union be-
came the law of the land, I made up my mind,
with many Anti-Confederate friends, te give
it a fair trial, fully convinced that, before the
end of the year, its greatest friends and
warmest advocates would be deeply disap-
ponted; but at the same time we determmned
if it should turn out such a blessing as our
Confederate friends anticipated, then we
would accept the situation. Now we have
bad eight months of this millemium, and in
what position are we? Twelve months ago
we were a self-governing people, we looked
with pride on our past history, we indulged
in hopeful anticipations for the future; but
in what position are we to-day ? The Canas
dians have full control ef ourselves and our
finances-our public burthens are made
beavy, and to meet those burthens our tariff
le increased from ten te fifteen per cent , and
if we felt it would stop there, we might feel
less apprehension. But when we become
proprietors of the Hudson's Bay Territory,

for which we are expected to pay from 30 to
50 millions of dollars-when we becomeshare-
holders in the Intercolonial Railway, il is no
Etretch of the imagination to say that 15 per
cent. will not meet our annual liabilities.
When that occurs, shall we not, in the figu-
rative language of one of our newspapers,
have " ne foot on theAtlanticiand the other
on the Pacific."

It is sid that the most intelligent people
voted in favor of Union. I admit that many
highly intelligent persons, some of them my
best friends, voted in favor of Union, and if
if were not for such persons Confederation
would lone ere this have given up the ghost
in the bands of that emînent accoucher, Dr.
Tupper. I would say, however, with much
respect to the Union party, that after the
forty days legislation at Ottawa, after the
humiliatiug position they see our representa-
tives placed in, vcted down on every subject,
if after ail this they still remain the advo.
cates of Confederation, I cannot have the
sane high opinion of their intelligence and
patriotisn. We have now but one course
before us, and that, I think, is clearly em
bodied in the resolutions on the table. I feel
confident that the Act which now binds us to
Canada will be repealed-that the British
Parliament would scout such a policy as that
Lord North upheld nearly a century ago-
that the people of Great Brita:n who have
ever been eminent for their love of liberty
and fair play will not treat our petition with
scorn, but instead of that wili feel proud of
us as the descendants of that noble stock
that would rather die ' h their swords in
their bands than yield _e iota of their con-
stitutional rights. I am proud to see se
much unanimity in this Assembly; I never saw
so much before among so many men on one
question-so many men brought from every
part of the province representing -a great
variety of interests. I have no doubt that
before long the solitary two who now form
the opposition will Eee the error of their ways
and fail into our ranks, and if they do I can
:romise then they will be received with open
arms.x We are always glad when we see sin-
mers repent In conclusion, I need only say
that for me te go into the merits of the case
would be altogether out of place after the in-
controvertible arguments brought forward
during this debate by my Anti-Confederate
friends. They have not left the fabrie of a
vision for the opposition to grasp at.

MTR. KID5STON'sS8PEEUOR.

Mr. KIsToce said -- l rising to address
the House on this most important question, I
feel that it is one fraught with the deepeat
interest to the people of this Province; but
before commenting on the resolutions laid on
the tible, I may say that I shall endeavor so
to modulate my voice that it will not disturb
in the leset the equanimity of the bon. mern
ber for Inverness. That gentleman remîuded
me of a passage of arms that once took place
on the fioors of this louse between the lon.
Joseph Howe and the late 'Provincial Secre-
tary, Dr. Tupper. The former said,^"If you
resist the devil he will fly fron you, but if
you resist Dr. Tupper he will fly at you "
This gentleman (the member for InverneEs)
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acte -i much the same way, and appears in- of the Maritime Provinces. Sir, I rput, tram
clined to fly at every member who endeavors the outset ad aIl tbraugb deception hie
to discharge hie duty faithfully to this coun- heen practied upon the people of tâis
try. I shall not travel over the ground that contry.
was traversed by the Hon. Attorney General, We remember weil that a resolution wi
ia laying the resolutions on the table, for I pisd ln thie Nse suthorizing the Gavera-
thînk he has himself done ample justice ta ment o this Province ta appoint a delegation
the position he occupies, and it would be a to take io canderition the practicability
waste of time for me to recapitulate tbosc of uoitîog the Maritime Provices. low did
points which have been already and tho- they act with reference ta that matter? They
roughly erappled. I may remark with re- were told ta treat tht qotetion ln a legat ad
spect to the amendments moved by the hon. conettutionalwiy. The people'erepreseota-
member far Inverness that he hie taken a very tives reetricted them ta the Maritime Pro-
superficial view of the question. I did not vinces. They were ot permitced ta travel
coma here pretending to have a knowledge Of one loch beyood thit. Bot inetead oi keep%
law, but I assume that I am at least capable ieg within the limite of const.tutionel embas
of itting in a jury box in tbie country, and rity, eithout aoy sanction on the part af tht
that I am at hiberty t' form my own opinions people of Chie Province, they toak up the
upon eny facts that may be advanced by le- question of the lrger union, and leit the
zal gentleman around me. The hon. mem- question whicb tbey ere legally authorized
ber for Inverness has taken the liberty of ta demi wich. Wbat then? Wefind Cbem
quotiog certain authorities in connection going ta Quebec at the inetigation of men
with constitutional law. Wben he brings up from Canada who came ta Charlottetown,
Sir Robert Peel and Mr. Pitt I think the hon. wbo perauaded the Maritime Delegitesinto
member bas shown to this House and ta the usurping an authority ad a power, which,
people of this Province that he was only tra- consctueionally tbey could not tîtrexet.
versing the surface of English constititional Having gone ta Caida, there they perpetra-
law instead of diving into the depths of that trated an ant whicb bis brought down upan
law. 1 think it one of the most important them the ezecreton o! tht people of thie
points to put the question fairly before the Province. Let me suppose for a moment a
etateemen of England. 8:r, allow me to refer case in paint: a mercantile 8rm in thie city
back to the year 1866. What occurred then? employa an agent ta rauîach certain huai.
We know that thiity-two gentlemen then on nets ln Prince Edward Island. Ht is res.
the benches, the hon. member for InverneEs trîcted ad bound down ta perform certain
included, practsed the most systematic de- acis, ani while be la engaged in thia busines
ception upon the people of this Province. To at Prince Edeard Island, some black lege
Euch lengths was this deception practised came down from Canada ad persuade hlm
that the Governor's tpeech did not contain ta ignare hie maaterla instructions and prou
one word about Confederation We may pre- ceed eitb them ta Canada, and the firet hing
sume, and I think it is the feeling of the peo- hie emp1oýers hear is that he bas not trans-
ple of this country, that thky acted more as acted tht buaineee for wbich be was delegeted,
if they had been elected under the electoral but that he bas tiken tht liberty of handieg
privileges of Nova Scotia ta repreEent aBd aver bis nater'e praperty ta a pîrty he hat
mature the views and interests of New Bruns- no autborîey ta deal eith. Now I put it to
wick rather than the views and interests of tht hon. member for InverneEs if a ce elmi-
Nova Scotia. Before proceeding furtber on lir ta Chat cime befere him, bow woult he
this subject I also contend that the resolation ut1htajury? Howwaultithedeaitwitb?
passed by the Government then holding the Fiveytara su tht penitentiary at bard labai
reine of power, was not such as would var- would be given the offendîog party; ant I
rant the people of this Province being de- ak you ehere eau aur Attorney Geeril al
prived of their rights in the way they have thie Cime that he did t proteot hie employ-
been. I believe that the object of that reso. er'e righta? That oflcial gentleman vas
lution, worded as it ie, left an impression on aoong them helping them.
the minds of the people of this Province that I may remark, in tht next plate Chat I
after maturing this meseure in England, it have an abîding faith ehen ail tht fio can%
would be submitted acaîn to the people at the ntcttd eih Chie question are faithfully ad
polle, and to the Pariament of this Province. truthfally laid besore tht Parliament o! Eng.
rshall not trouble -the Houte by reading the land, that e yul recelve ample jnetica. It
resolution then passed, which ia contained in must be rememaeret, hy ail the peopleofhhie
the resolutione now before u&, but I cannot in province, Chat ehen tht elections ere rua in
my own mind conceive how it can be so mis- 1863 there eere Cea quetione ehieb induto-
nonetrued as it is by the hon. member for in- ced tht electore sC hat Cime very materially,
7erness, wbo would attempt ta impreEs' the ad ont point. va, that Dr. Tupper, who

idea upon this House and the country, that it; na previouily ta Chat in apposition, braught
was intended to give the power to these dele- down a stries o! resolotiana IotChia House
gates to proceed to England and mature a law ia favour o! retrtucbing certain expendie
wbich eas to deprive un of our rights, rev- Cures. He wa opposed, ad in tht heat a!
enues and lîberties. I contend that no rea- debate he pledged hie soul' salvation Chat
sonable man of sound judgment can put any he eould introduce retrencbmeat if be ehoult
other construction on the resolution, than ha returnetC power. 1 know that Chie ont
that the saime power was delegated ta them element, st aE evente, influeaced tht country
then that was given when they went to Prince materimlly in giviag hlm eucb a large mejo-
Elward Island to take into censideration the rity ehen tht eleetiona eere over, md the
propriety anti enefits to retult front a union other quetion m hie h aueth tes luim largely

parsd i thi Hose uthoizig th Goern
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was the Franchise act. The people believing
that a man who bad pledged bis soul's salva-
tion mut be sincere, returned him and his
friends with an overwhelmsing majority to
this Legislature. This flouse and the coun-
try know how far be ha. redeemed that
piedge-the language which he uEed was that
of an irreligious libertine. What rigbt has
any man to pledge bis soul's saivation?
Look at the extravagant waste of money ln
worse than useless delegations-the very re-
verse of his pledge to the people. I sk yon
now, is that man to be believed, and ,s he now
wandering about the world wtjh his lost
soul. Will any man besitate to believe that
we will not obtatu justice from the Britisih
Parliament when the case is fairiy and fully
put before tbem ? When they are fully con-
vinced that they have been grossly deceived,
they will feel more anno>ed than we do at
this moment, and will take such ation as
will beap upon the heads of the guilty parties
the just reprobation which they deserve.

Mr. Bright, wbo was the able advocate of
the people's right in the House of Commons,
stated that this question should be eubmitted
to the people at the polla, and knowîug that
the elections would take place in a few
monthe, he asked that the law might not be
forced upon the Province Mr. Watkin,
misled by Dr. Tupper, said the question had
been discuesed at every polling booth at the
previous general election-that he, (Dr. Tup-
per,) bad preached it from one end of the
Province to the other. I ask you could Mr.
Watkin have perpetrated such a statement as
that? Could it have emanated from him?
Any one who takes the trouble to read the
speeches in the House of Lords, will see that
the same belief pervades every lne of them.
They do not deny our right to be beard at the
poll, but believed we had been consulted If
the hon. member for Inverness is correct in
his views, how comes it that the Dominion
Parliament, at the present moment, have
passed a measure authorizîng them to nego-
tiate for the purchase of the Hudson's Bay
Territory? If the British Parliament is ena
trusted with the control of such matters, why
do they not legislate away the rights of the
Hudson Bay Company, and bring it into the
Dominion, as bas been the case with Nova
Scotia? It appears, however, that they have
to enter into negociations with the Company
and purchase it. But I would remark that I
have always understood that the right with
regard to our mines and minerals was vested
in the Crown, and it is a notorious fact that,
although the Duke of York fully intended to
make a conveyance to Rundell & Bridge, it
was never done, but, as it was intended to
have been done, it was decided that Randell
& Bridge should be treated and negociated
with, as though the lease had been executed,
before we could get control of our mines and
minerals. On a former occasion I promised
to show the hon. member for Inverneps that,
in a financial point of view, great injustice
had been done, as we find the framers of this
Bill have given the power to the general Go-
vernment not only to tax us indirectly, but
by every mode they may think proper. I
stated that I wu ready to prove satisfactorily
in point of fact, that we did not receive one

cent from the Dominion Government. Our
revenue at the end of the year 1866 ls set down
at $L,126,670. We find now by the Tariff inu
troduced at the first sceion of the Dominion
Parliament, we have some S600,000 of an ad-
dit on in ttues. Then the 80 cents a bead we
receive can be taken out of that SCOO,000,
therefore they gain over 5200,000 b> the
tra.nsaction. But the matter dots not end
here. Our revenues durint the past ten
3ears have increaserd somitung like 250 ver
cent , and, in sll probabihty, our financial
prosperity would continue to -ncrcase. But
cowever great y the revents of this country
wal increase, we a-e id dotwn to this80 et s;
athotgh our revenue should realize titree or
four millions, we wili derive no further bene-
fit. I beheve the Union Act -was hurried
through the House of Commons in such a
hast> manner that tney have overlooked these
fact,3. or otherwise they would never have per-
petrated such a wrong upon this country.

The gentleman who addressed the House
Defore me has given many useful detals reî
pecting the tariff. He for;ot, however,
whitt noticing a variety of iteme, te notice
the tax on Indian corn. The hon. member
for Invernees treated it with a enter; but
look at the tate of our prouînce at this mo-
ment. From Cape North to Cape Sable our
fishermen are in great distress, and the very
article they require the moFt is taxed. Not
only are our fisnermen deprived of the means
of getting their bread cheap, but the article
we might, have imported and ground into
food in the province i taxed ; hence our
millers are deprived of a benefit also. The
hon. member tor Inverness told us that any
country under the British Crown that would
attempt to introduce a tariff that would be
restrictive would be acting contrary to its
true interests. I ask the hon. member for
InverneEs if the tariff that bas been intro-
duced by Canaldta inot to a great extent
carrying ont this principle? I think be
muEt be bhlnd if he cannot see this I en-
dorse the opinions of gentlemen on the anti-
confederate side with regard to this tariff
that bas been passed by Canada, and I have
no doubt whatever that instead of seeing the
tariff decreased, it will be largely increased,
and be made more distasteful than ever to
our people In connection with this, let mie
take up the address of the Financial Minister
of Canada, Mr. Rose, when he brought down
the tariff into the Dominion Parliament. lie
said :-' It cannot be supposed, from the
circumstances surrounding -me, that I could
bring down such a tariff as would sait aIl
parties and purposes at present, but by the
time we meet in March I have no doubt in
my own mind that I will furnish such a
tariff as will stand and meet aIl the barthens
for five or six years." I believe in my own
mind, and from, what Mr. Rose said, that the
tariff will be largely increased.-for what
have we seen? The Dominion Government
have succeeded in having a bill pased in the
Parliament authorizing that Government to
negotiate for the purchase of the ludson's
Bay Territory, and for assuming the whole
control of the Intercolonial Railway. When
a government becomes possessed of sncb a
gigantie power as that, depend upon it, exe
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travagance and corruption will be the inevi-
table result. When we come to look at the
burthens the government will be obliged to
meet, whe doubts that the tariff muet go up
te 24 or 30 per cent. before three years have
passed sway ?

Now, I will turn the attention of the House
for a few moments te the history of the old
thirteen States, and I would say that they,
like ourselves, were once Colonies of Great
Britsin-they were once desirous of remain-
ing in that Empire; but the stupidity of Bri-
tish statesmen imposed taxes and burdens up-
on them without their consent, and what was
the result ? They rebelled, and the couses
quence was that the mother country lost
these Colonies; and if the hon. member for
Inverness bad studied a little deeper than he
did, this question, be would have found that
serious collisions took place at that time in
the flouse of Commons between the very
statesman he bas cited as an authority and
Lord North. I need not recapitulate all the
circumetances that occurred. but the lons of
those old Colonies bas by all right.thinking
men been considered a misfortune. Biut times
are changed, and in our day we will find a
very different spirit actuating the statesmen
of Eugland; and I feel also, when this case
is brought îairly before the Britis : Parlia.
ment they will reflect carefully on the matter,
and in all probability remember how it fared
with the old thirteen Colonies on this side
of the water simply because they would not
submit te acte of injustice.

We have been assailed by the hon. member
for Invernes, and it has been spread broad-
cast over the country, that every member
who opens bis mouth in defence of bis con-
statutional rights muet be a Fenian or a trai-
tor. No, sir, it is the very reverse. It i
because loyalty bas been born with us-be-
cause it bas grown and strengthened with
out strength, that we feel it to be our duty
ta go fearlessly to the Parliament of England
and warn the statesmen of that country of
the consequences that may enue from
forcing us int) a detested Union. We would
be recreant te our duty and to our Queen if
we acted otherwise than the way we are
doîng. Any gentleman who pretends te
know anything about the political agitation
that prevails at the present time eau see,
North and South, Est and West, a heavy
swell on the political ocean of our country,
which indicates a storm. A storm will arise,
and the only thing that can allay it is the
knowledge that our wrongs will be righted,
and our contitùtion reatored te us. Will
any member rise and tell us that a Govern-
ment lîke that of Great Britain, who have
speut their thousands and thousands to liber-
are the African slave, will willingly keep
350,000 loyal subjects in a position of abject
servitude and humiliation ? Noue of us will
believe that they will act otherwise than with
justice te us until we learn it from the acta
Of the Imperial Parliament itself.

Now I will muake one or two observations
with reference te the resolutions before the
House. In view of all the circumatances
connected with our present position, I think
it is incumbent upon every man who bas been
sent here to represent the intereste and

wishes of the people of this country, aud
bring as far as practicable the fact to-the no.
tice of the British people and the Parliament of
England that there is a feeling existing in
this country which can by ne means be
abated except by the repeal of this obnoxious
Act. I feel that I would not be discharging
the duty imposed upon me unless I took the
first opportunity of expressing these senti-
ments distinctly to this House and country.
They tell us that people have been influenced
by other matters than the mere question of
Confederation. I reply that as far as oùr
county is concerned I see that no other ressons
infienced the elections except the batred of
the people to this union. I will venture t:
say that if this question was submitted to-
morrow, and every other questLon shut ont,
the people would return to this House the
same gentlemen who now sit on these benches
and no others. Am I to be toid that the Par-
liament and people of England will not un-
derstand all this? Am I to be told that be-
cause the wealth and intelligence of the city
of Halifax (supposmin that ta be so for the
sake of argument) are im favor of union,
therefore the Parhiament of Great Britain t
should decide against us ? Will any one argue
that the Parliament of England would ad-
here te a particular queston effecting the
emp.re because the wealth and intelligence of
the cityof London happened te be on a cer-
tain aide As respects the Province generally,
where is the difference, and I do not except
the city.despite what the hon. member says te
the contrary-there is a widespread aversion
to our continuance in this union.

I may say that I have listened with great
pleasure to every address that hes been offer-
ed on tbis question in favor of these resolu-
tiens. I am gratfied te see se much unant-
mity and such determination of purpose. Let
2e one attempt to mark us as disloyal now.
If we were inclined to exbibit disloyalty we
would not seek redress in the constitutional
manner we are dong. Here you see this
body of representatives and His Excellency
carrying on the public affaira mot harmo
niously. We are going to fght our battle
constitutionally, but I feel and realize the
position that the gentlemen who have bar-
tered away our rights occupy. They went
home te Eneland high in power and per-
suaded the British Parliament to pass an Act
of a most tyranmcal character-such an Act
as cannot be found in the annals of any
British dependency-an Act handing over aIl
our rights,,revenues and privileges te Canada.
Now we go home to represent the people, and
show our Sovereigu and Parliament the great
injuEtice that bas been perpetrated upon us.
We say te Her lsjesty in se many words:-
" The gentlemen who were bere before were
men whose words were worthless, tbey were
men wbo betrayed their country, and de-
ceieved your Government." Do we wonder
then that the men who carried this scheme
shrink and tremble as they now do. They
know that mierepresentation will no longer
avail them. I betieve that a fabric built upon
a foundation of falsehood, misrepresentation,
and ccrruption can never stand, but that the
spirit of liberty will tear it down to the
ground, Let our opponents say what -they



may we shall have restored to us that glorious
constitution under which we have lived and
prospered so long-under which our revenues
have largely increased from year ta year,
and under which the people have enjoyed
every happiness.

The House then adjourned.

SATunDAY, February 15.
The House met at 11 o'clock.
Hon. J. FERotUssoN introduced a bill enti-

tled an Act ta amend the Act incorporating
the Mira Bay Harbour Co.

Mr. PINEo presented a petition from the
trustees of Plcton Academy, prsying that no
alteration be made in the existing sechool
law. He asked that the bill relative ta the
Scotia Coal Company be read a second time,
but his request could no' be granted, as it
might interfere with the debate on the reso-
lutions.

Mr. CoPrLÂD presented a petition in re-
ference to a poor section.

The adjourned debate was resumed.

(.Mr. Eidston's speech concluded)
Mr. KIusToN continued :-I closed my o

servations last evening with the remark that
it was my firm conviction, and I believe it to
be the firm convicion of every well regulated
mind in the Province of Nova Scotia that the
fabrio which we have seen raised on the foun-
dation of corruption when assailed by the
force of truth and fact will crumble into dust.
This Confederation reminds me of an anec-
dote which I remember hearing of a certain
horse trader who was thus accosted by the
man who had just purchased one of his
horses : " my good man yon have got my
money, end I have your horet-now that the
bargain te concluded tell me his faults while
we take a bot'le of ale together." The reply
was " well the horse has only two faults,-
one is hat when you let him loose he is hard
to catch,-the other is that whçn you have
ceaught him he is nut worth K c nt " Our

I' argain is as bad as that one. The measures
of the very f,,et Ottawa Parliament give us
ulil evidence, as far as Nova Scotie is con-

cern d, that the legislature of Canada is un-
,British in its principle, arbitrary and despc-
tic in the exercise of power. We have full

,,evidence, as far as patronage is concerned,
Mthat it has been denied to those who went
there to advocate our interets; for our mem-
bers were told 6" you muet swallow your
Auti-confederate principles and support the
Canadian Goverument at ail hazards, or
walk; yon need not otherwiee ask us ta make
this, that, or the other appointment." That
1s the actual state of aairs. I will now con-

Ifine myself more particularly to the 5th
clause of the resolution, for that em odies a
great deal The bon. member for Inverness
said that we had been generously dealt by-
that the Dominion Government had paid
$600,000 more than they had received from

'Nova Scotia since Confederation. Al I cen
,say in that caseis that hehas placed himself on

Ithe horns of a dilemma, for if that be the
iact, how has it come ta pass ? By the state-
ment of the Finance Minister, just before
Confederation took effect, it was shews that

7

ve had an overflowing treasnry, mony
sufficient for all our demande, and with only
six months experience of the Union, we are
told that the Dominion Government have
been oblhged ta advance us $600,000 over
and above what we have paid into their
treasury. But the change is easily account-
ed for. Look at the system on which the
Union ie financially founded. Look at the
Governor Gneral's salary, and take tbat as
a criterion. $50,000 has ta be raised in a
Dominion comprisng four millions of peo-
ple to pay its first oflicer. Contrant that with
the sum which the United States, with a po-
pulation of 34 millions, pay to their Presi.
dent. The sum paid in that country ie $25,
000, and the difference is greater than at first
would appear, for the salary of the Governor
General is paid in sterling money, the amount
in gold being equal ta-day ta 580,000 of the
currency of the United States. And are not
the ea aries of all the cfficiale appointed un-
der the Dominion Government proportio ed
ta that enormous salary of the Governor
General? Is that the management that was
ta be expected? One would have supposed
that the Government of Canada, with the ex-
perience of the past before them-with a
knowledge that, through financial bungling,
they have reduced the state of their country
almost ta bankruptcy, would have had a care
how they governed the Dominion Take the
statement exhibited in the Journals of 1866,
and what do we find ? The figures shew that
their whole system was unsound.

The Canadas were involved in a debt of
sixty-four millions or more, and ait the pre-
sent moment I think I am correct in saying
that that debt is nothing less than seventy-
five millions. Mr. Archibald tried to per-
suade us that our debt exceeded that of Cana-
da. taking man for man of the population.
Let us see how that assertion tales with the
fact Assuming the debt of Canada to have
been sixty-four millions and upwards, and
her population 3,560,000, while the popula
tion of Nova Scotia may be pat at 350,000,
we sec the debt per head on the Cana-
dians will be $25 while that of the Nova
Scotians will be only $15. Now, then, ta
show the unsoundness of the arrangement, put
down the debt of Canada for two Canadians
at $50, and the debt of two Nova Scotians at
$30,-this produces $80; and if you divide
by four you will have tfie debt per head of
the Dominion, and the calculation will prove
that every man, woman and child in this
country is put in for $3 per head more of
debt than he has any reason ta pay. This
$3 per head gives us for the whole Province
nearly a million of dollars which we have
done nothîng to make ourselves liable tor. 1
find, circulated through the country, the
-itatement that if we had not been confederated
we must have increased our tariff This is
merely one of the assertions, used by the Op-
position, which they are unable to prove. I
contend that such would' not have been the
case. It is acknowledged on both aides that
at the- date of Confederation coming into
force we werein a most prosperous condition.
Our revenues had risen from $660,000 to
$1,226,570. Judging the future by the
pat, I should say that it would not be neces-
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sary to increase our tariff by one per cent to
meet ail our requirements. But the fact is
that as soon as ever 'you back the Confede.
rates out of one false position they drop into
another equally ridiculous. First they told
the country that our taxation would not be
incressed, now they are trying to persuade
the people to give a fair trial to the system;
tbey Eay "it ls not right to prejudge mat-
ters-do not ask for the repeal of the Act un-
til you give it a fair trial." I asek if that is
logical reasoning. It is about as sound as
for the watch, set at the bow of the vessel,
entrusted with the care of thousands of tives,
and, seeing breakers ahesd, to fold his arms
and say : "well, there are breakers abead,
but let the ship run on, and will see whether
the rocks or the ship are the hardet." Would
the captain acc:pt such reasoning as that
from his watch? The hon. member for In-
verness turned attention to Cape Breton, and
cited ber history as a proof that the Imperial
Parliament had the power to legislate away
the constitution and revenues of a country.
I thought he was better acquainted with th'
story of the Cape Britain Union than that.
He said:

"The Island of Cape Breton possessed a separate
constitution; it had a Onvernor and a Government or
its own independent of the Provin.e et Nova Scotia.
The Bouse of Commons came in, and by a single act,
containing perbaps not a dezen of lises ama gamated
the island with Nova Scota The island was given
only two members in a Legislature of forty men 

The island, it will be remembered, had no
Legislature of its own. I believe I am cor-
rect in statug that it petitioned to be an-
nexed to Nova Scotia. I know that parties
were sent home to dispute the legality of the
Unicn, and to carry the matter before the
Privy Council, and I think the delegates then
had thrown in their teetti the fact that that
petition deprived them of the right to the re-
peal they soi1cited. The hon. member is also
in error in saying that we had two represent-
atives; we had only one at that time. But
what does this illustration go to prove?
Many in Cape Breton think it proves sub-
stantially the very facts which we are pro-
pounding to the people of Nova Scotia;..
they say that the island could never procure
justice at the hands of the Government of
Nova Scotia until it obtained additional re-
presentation.

The hon. member touched, Mr. Speaker,
on grounds which, if followed out faithfully
and truthfully, would show his position to
be false and untenable. We know that noth-
ing like justice was done to Cape Breton up
to the day when we had four representatives,
and even when that number was doubled it
could not be said that we were receiving a
fair consideration for the money that we were
paying into the treasury year after year.
That is the position the hon. member puts
himself in when he talks about Cape Breton.
All througiout, the arguments of the Oppo-
Eition remind one of the anecdote of the
white man and the Indian who went on a
shootung expedition with the understanding
that at night they would meet and divide the
game. The white man shot a crow, and the
Indian a black duck, and when they met the
white man proposed to make the division,

and said, " Suppose you taire the crow, and
I will take the duck; or I will take the duck,
and you take the crow. " Weil," said the
Indian, " what for you always say crow to
me ?" There is too much crow. and not
enough duck, in the hon. member's logic, 1
feel that in submittcg our request for repeal
to the intelligent people and Government of
England, and to our beloved Sovereigu who
sits on the throne of Brtain, we are appeali
ing to those who bave heartis to feel and
sympathize with the wrongs of our people.
I believe that when our Sovereign fully com-
prehends our story ber ear will be open to
our petition, ber heart will respond to our
desire, and that she will without hesitation
demand that ber Parliament restore us to our
oricinal condition, and to the rights and
thberties which vere founded on the British
constitution

I think it ca be shown that the Parlia-
ment of the Dominion, in its first session,
has departed frorn everything like British
principle, and bas shown a determination to
treat us in a way too arbitrary to be submit-
ted to by any free people. Do you think that
the eyes of British statesmen will be blinded
to this truth? We know that if the sentis
ment of love which is planted withn the bu-
man heart, whether it be loyalty or any other
species of affection. be treated with contempt
and spurned, the mind takes a reverse action
and tibat love is turned into undying hatred.
May I refer you to the thirteen lost colonies
in proof of my position? There ve saw loy-
alty s true as that which prevails in any
part of the British dominions to-day. That
loyalty was turned into bate at the rebellion;
but when the rebellion broke out in the United
States, and brother was arrayed against
brother, many thought that their hate to
England would die out, but there was nothing
that could obliterate the hatred of the old
colonists to Great Britain. There is a proof
that love trampled on and spurned becomes
undying hate, and hence the consequences.
I ask will British 'atstesmen trample on the
rights again of another colony. Will they,
with the lessons of the past, and looking at
the geographical position of Nova Scotia
which makes ber the stronghold of the con-
tinent, attempt to force us into compliance?
The bon. member for Inverness tried to per-
suade us that England would force us at the
point of the bayonet, but would she run the
risk, knowing that Nova Scotia is the Gib-
ralter of this continent, of having love turned
into hate in this Province, and of the con-
sequences which must follow ? I know that
that hon. gentleman- is capable in some in-
stances, more especially in courts of law, of
making "the worse appear the better rea-
son," but I doubt that he cean convince the
statesmen of England that we have been justly
dealt by. I will state one or two facto to
show the position to which our affairs have
come. I was asked by several of my constis
tuents to get one or two way offices estab-
tîshed, and to have some slight change made
in the post rides; but how was I met when I
touched upon the subject in conversation
with the Post Master General? I respect
that officer as a thorough and courteous bu%
siness man, but the firat thing ho asked me
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vas, " have yon seen Mr. 3lanchard cn the
subject?" That shut me out from asking
anything further. W hat, has it come to this
that the postal affairs-of the whole Province
are hanging on the lips of that hon. mem-
ber ii Îave we been reduced to such degras
dation? It is time for us to be up and doing
if we have come to that, and let England
know that beyond a certain point mortal
fiesh cnnot submit. When the inult has
become so gl.riLng it is time that the country
awoke to a sense f its duty. The treat-
mentto which I have referred i of a piece
with the treatment of our reprepentatives in
the Dominion Parliament. I ask~are Cana-
dian pets te preside over our affaira?

As I have said before the constitutional
right of the people te be heard on any change
in their institutions has been ignored. That
right 'as been vindicated now by the pec-
ple's advocates outeide of and in this House.
The hon. Joseph Howe has buckled on his
armour, and come forth to do battle for Nova
Scotia. lWhen he-vas lighting for the noble
principles of responsible government, which
we se long erjoyed, and which made us a
happy and a prosperous people, the then
Secretary of State for the Colonies propound-
ed the doctrine that the ß.pvernment in this
country vas based on the well understood
wishes of the people. We have been told that
our constitution han been swept away and is
revocable. I will not believethatstetement
until we have it from the lips of our delc-
gates. Who will attempt to say what
would be the consequences then. I believe
thet the news which they will bring
vill be cheering te this country. I believe
that justice vill yet be done; and if this were
not the opinion of the people, ve would not
s e peace and loyalty throughout the land, as
et present existing. Ours are a loyal people,
proceeding in a constitutional manner, and
ve vill rait until the message comes. If that
message'should be favorable our rejoicings
will be unparalleled; but if it be the reverse,
it is impossible to fortell the consequences.

Mr. BLNCHAD.-I take this opportunity
of enquiring from the hon. member if the
pont rides of which he bas spoken, do not
run through my county ? If he declines to
reply, I vil communicate vith the Post-
master General.

lunR. LAWRENCES SPEIECU.

Mr. Speaker,-When I survey the magni-
tude of the great questiog before us, which
involves the largest intereste of the people of
Nova Scotia, and which must exert a power-
ful influence, for good or evil, upon their
fortunes,I experience a sense of responsibility
which is almost painful. But, sir, it is not
my purpose te enter into any lengthy re-
marks on this question; that ground has
been fully explored, and I should hardly
hope te come back vith a single discovery;
our dealing with this question is not so much
for long speeches, as to act and decide, as
regards the restoration of the constitution-cf
Nova Scotie. It is the duty of the represen-
tative to sacrifice coneiderable to his con-
stituents. But in hie unbiased opinion he
ought not to sacrifice to any man, or any set
of men living. They are a trust from Pro.
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vidence, for the abuse of which ha js deeply
anewerable. And, sir, I hope that wisdom
and 'moderation will be diesplaed in dealing
with any question that may come up for die-
cusilon. The question before this lieuse is
mont vitally connected vith tae hberty and -
well-being of every man in Nova Sctia;
which being dccided one weay, he may be a
free man; which being decide the other, he
will be under Canadian rale And, sir, I
cannot find words to'express the horror I feel
at the. outrageons action ot the men Who
sold the lihberties and right3 of a free people.
I must confes, sir, that I have listened to-the
hon. member from Inverness with a good de-
grce of curiosit3. He made a violent attack
on the Governmeut with aIl the fury of a
lion; and pours out all the vials of his wrath
upon their oficial heade. But I shal leave
the Goverument to aswer for themselves.
Noria he willing te stop there; he gots on te
assail the whole House; and gave a challenge
to any five or six of them. But, sir, when I
look round these berches, and see him sur-
rounded by thirty-six men, I can make al
allowance for his fury. And thus looking eat
the hen. gentleman's position, I must admire
his courage. I know he has a hard road to
travel, and therefore I would say to hLim in
all good feeling and brotherly love, have
cbarity in all things, and do not work se
hard against the current of public opinion.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is not te be conceived
that a people vho have enjoyed thelight and
happiness of freedom, cean be restrained and
shut up in the gloom of tyranny and degra-
dation-all progress requires effort. The
human mind never reste contented- under
diffinulties, nor yields te the pressure of ty-
ranny without a etruggle. It naturally re-
aists oppression and force in all their forme.
When it is deprived of what truly belongs te
it (as a matter of course) it calls in all its
forces, and prepares te regain its own. Such
a question is now before us and before the
people of this country, and which involves
the same principle. The people of Nova
Seotia are deprived of what truly belongs te
them, and they expect the men whom they
have elected to carry out their wishes in
seeking for a repeal of the forced and obnoxious British North America Act, and te use
ail lawful and constitutional means to re-
store again the right of self-government and
the free enjoyment of British iberty, which
was obtained for Nova Scotia by the energy
and ability of the Hon. Joseph Howe and
othere, and granted by thé Queen and Par-
liament of Great Britain. But we have been
handed over to a set of men who are far
away, and who care nothing for us or for
the preservation of those interests which are
as dear te Nova Scotians as the blood that
circulates through their veine. Now, Mr.
Speaker, this is no party question, it far tran-
scends all party cousiderations, and strikes
as deeply and fatally at the rights alike of
Conservative and Liberal. The people of this
country, of all parties, have nobly entered
their solemn protest against the outrageous
action of the men who sold their country,
and which deprives Nova Seotia of self-
government in the control of their 'own re-
venues, in defiance of every principle -f free
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constitutional rights, British justice, and fair
play. But they adopted the principle that
might mnakes right, and in that spirit laid
their sacriligious bande upon the constitution
of the country; and, air, if this Confederation
Act je mot repesled so far as regards Nova
Scotis, Nova Scotians will be very litle bet-
ter than servants to the Dominion Parlia-
ment; which will, on all occasions, laugh to
ecorn suything in opposition to their policy
from the nineteen members representing
Nova Scotia, although backed by the mem-
bers from the other Province. Canadians
may differ or quarrel among themeelves; but
whenever a question will come up effecting
the interests of the Lower Provmes, they
will unite against us, and therefore we need
never expect sny kind of fair play from a
Government with so large a majority against
us.

"Oh," but some of the Union men say,
" you have punished the men that betrayed
you, now turn too and go in for the Union."
But, sir, I thnk different; it is not so much
a question of punishment, as it le the recov-
ery of the rights and liberties of the people of
Nova Scotia. Now,'eir, it is well known that
death was in the pot for the last four years,
and unscrupulous schemers broke in upon
our rights, and took possession of all we en-
ivyed, or le worth having in any free coun-
try. With false Lstatements and cunning de.
ception, the Government of England was
'nade to think that the people of Nova Scotia
were willing and desirous of a union with
Canada. All our appeals were of no avail;
the peopleo's petitions were unheeded; all on
account of misrepresefitation from a few ams
bitious and intereeted agitators. Now, air,
what have been the result of the statemente
made to the British Government that Nova
Scotia was in favor of a union with Canada?
Why, ir, on the 18th September lat, the
voice of the people coming up from the eight-
een counties of Nova Scoia, condemned and
drove to the wall the forsaken remnant of
those, who up to the very last hour of their
power, ceased not in trestini the people with
scorn and contempt. No wonder then, that
the voice of the country hus spoken out with
a sound not to be mistaken, against a Cou-
federation that has been forced upon them.
The people of Nova Scotis bave done too
much not to do more; they have gone too far
not to go on; they are brought into that eitu-
ation in which they must either silently ab-
dicate the rights of their country, or try con-
stitutionally to reetore them. Canadians
may talk plausibl> to Nova Scotians, but so
long as they exercise a power to bind this
country, ao long will the chains of the one go
ogainst the liberty of the other. I love the
old constitution; I have confidence in the in-
tegrity and capacity of the people of NovaScotia to govern themselves as in days gone
by. I love the good old fiag of Englsand, I
was born under it, and I hope to die under it.
But I have un desire to live under Canadian
rule; I love freedom too well for that. Our
cause may meet impediments, and may for a
time be defeated; but ultimately must tri-
umph, for

c' Freedom's battie once begun.
Bequeathed from bleediug sire to son.
Though bffiled oft, is ever won "

Yes, air, our claint il strong. based on thé
eternal principles of right; and is it possible
that a thing so greviouely wrong as this up-
called for and forced Union with Canada can
triumph ? No. sir, the people of NovaScotia
know their righte, and will never submit to
be kept in leading strings by Canadians If
the people are to be iulied to sleep, in the
very crisis of their country's salvation, who.
then, is to decide? Not the intriguera and
irrterested office hunters of the country. No,
sir, the voice of a majority of the people ie
the proper channel to decide in sucb matters,
and keep in their own bands the result of the
hard labor and toil of their y outh. Look at
the outrageous tariff that the Canadians have
forced upon us, and what do we get in re-
turn? Why, they say, " O, you shall have
80 cents a head of your own money back."
This, I suppose, le one of the glorious bene»
fits that we were promised under Confedera-
tion.

We now have to pay one-third more tariff
than we formerly paid, and receive nothing
in return but a little one-sided charity, or
something like a pension, to meet the local
demands of the country; we have to pay
taxes to support this outrageous Confedera.
tion, in defiance of the voice of the people of
this country. And, sir, that union of heart
and spirit which li absolutely necessary for
our people will never be brought about by
forcing on them high tariffe, and other dis-
tasteful acts. The people of Nova Scotia
never asked for a union with Canada, and
the subject would have slept if it had not
been for a few aspiring and interested politi-
cians, who kept the question alive, and forced
it upon the people by means best known to
themselves.

We have heard a great deal said of late
about public men changing their opinions;
why, sir, public men must certainly be al
lowed to change their opinions and their aE-
sociations when they see fit.' Men may have
grown wieer,-they may have formed more
correct views of pu lic polioy. Nevertheless
it must be acknowle ged that when a sudden,
and what appears to be a great change, takes
place, it naturally produces a shock. I con-
fess, sir, thatI was shocked at som, latter day
conversions - conversions that seemed to
take place almost in the twinkling of au eye.
Such movements of the affections, whether
personal or political, are a little out of na-
ture. When we see old political enemies,
abusng each other in all that is vindictive
and malicious, and suddenly falling in love
'with each other, it cannot fail to make a
deep impression on the public mind.

Look back at the Irish union; it was no
union of the people, but only a sEcheme of po.
liticians, and it is very clear that if Ireland
had never been betrayed, if lier repre-
sentatives had never been l4ought and
sold, there would be very httle to dread
in regard to Fenians at the present day.
listory say, " that the partnership of Ire-

land with England was secured by British
gold." Ireland was sold through her false
sons; corrupted and induced by men who
are held out before the world as traitors to
their country, Take, for instanoa, the case
of Castlereagh; it l said he bought and sold
bis country; bis conscience was his punish-
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ment while he lived; and though ho bas been
dead many years, bis evil reputation lives
after hin. Our constitution bas been seized
upon, and bartered eway to Canada
without the consent of the lawful owners.
And, sir, it is the duty of the people, the
i ightfal owners, te use aIl legal and consti-
tutional means to regain what bas been forced
from them. I desire to see Nova Scotia free
from the control of Canada, and unfettered
as the winds of beaven. If I stood alone on
this question. I sheuld feel it the greatest
pride of my life, to vote for a repeal of this
forced Union, and restore to the people their
free constitutional rights. The people of this
country want nothing but fair play, and the
Government that tries to force anything else
upon them, will only be sowing the wind to
reap the whirlwind. Sir, this Confederation
with Canada was conceived in sin and
brought forth in iniquity. Wherever the
civil rights of a country is not associated
with the Government, and the people under-
stand that the Government may be one thing,
their freedom and privileges another, the at-
tractionto hold them together is lost. It is
well known that the self-appointed delegates
misrepresented the sentiments of the people
of Nova Sceotia; it was asserted that after a
calm and mature consideration, they had pro-
nounced their judgment in favor of a Union
with Canada;ý cf this assertion not one sylla-
t le bas any existence in fact, or the shadow
of fact. Sir, to affirm that the people of No-
va Scotia was in favor of what they were
against; to make the falsification of ber sen-
timents the foundation of ber ruin, and the
ground of this distasteful Union, can best be
answered by sensations of astonishment and
disgust.

The time is come to lock out upon the
whole sweep of the horizon which encircles
Nova Scotia, with a firm purpose to do our
duty to the people of every part of it. I have
opposed Confederation with Canada through-
out. I stand acquitted to my conscience and
to the country; and I now protest against it
as tyrannoua, oppressive, and unjust to the
people of Nova Scotia. Although Nova Seo-
tia is young yet we have a right to be proud
of ber; we have enjoyed the blessings of re-
sponsible government, the best and freest in
the world, because self-government gives a
power which no other form is capable. It
iccorporates every man with the country,
and stimulates a spirit of liberty and
strength. Is it then to ha coceived that a
people, who have enjoyed for manyyears the
light and happiness of freedom, can be re-
straned and shut up in the gloom of slavery
to Canadian rule? No, sir, you might as
well try to stop with sand the running of
a rapid river; the only consequence of such
an attempt would be a temporary suspension.
The forcing stream would find ils way through
new channels, and would spread destruction
and ruin on every aide; therefore the progreas
and hberty of a people are lke the progress
of the btream. Kept within its proper chan-
nel it is sure to make fruitfnl the country
through which it runs; no human power cau
stop effectually its passage; and short sigbt-
ed as well as foolhardy must be the uian or
men who would engage in sncb an unders

taking. The Government of this country for
some time back have not been represented by
the true feeling of the people, because it bas
been too much influenced by passion, preja-
dice, or party interests, which may often give
to the Executive apparent strength; but no
Government can be either lasting or free
which does not create confidence and energy
amongst the people. The people elect their
representatives to act under the constitution,
tO alter it,-they are appointed to exercise the
function of legislators, and not to transfer
them without the consent of the rightful
owners: To have power is one thing, and to
do right is another; so if the late Government-
had power to pass an act to change the con-
stitution' without the consent of the people,
surely this Government have greater
power (having the voice and true feeling of
the people) to pass resolutions asking for a
repeal of this forced Union. If this country
is to be rescued from the perils which she is
under, it must be done by an outspoken,
manly, truthful, and bold declaration of the
sentiments of the people of Novr Scotia. We
ask no more than to be left in the enjoyment
of the rights which GoD bas given us; and it
these rights are not restored again it will bu
bard to keep down the elements which exist
in the breasts of an injured people.

It has been said by many of the friends of
this forced Union with Canada that but for
a few party politicians the scheme would
have met with no opposition. This, sir, is
no new astrain. It bas been sung a thousand
times before. It bas always been the tune of
a weak Administration. Did ever you hear a
minister acknowledge that the evils which
fell on his country were the necessary conse-
quence of his own incapacity or his own
folly? Wbat man (wherever he may have
been) that has been in the possession of poli-
tical power ever yet failed to charge the
blunders and mischiefs resulting from his
own measures upon those who had uniformly
opposed those meaEures? Look back at the
administration of Lord North. He lost a
large portion of America to bis country,
yet he could find pretences for throwing the
odium upon his opponents. He could throw
it upon those who had forewarned him at
every stage of bis disastrous policy. O, no !
it was owing to no fault of bis administra-
tration; it was the boldness of Chatham.
Fox, Burke, and others. These men, and
men like them, would not join him in bis
American war. They would not join what
they considered to be extreme folly. They
declared him to be wanton They pointed
out plhinly, both to him and the country,
what the end.would be; but ho declared their
opposition to be selfish and factions. He
pursued bis course, and the result is in bis-
tory., It is an old and constitutional right
of the people to canvas public measures and
the merits of public men, and to demand
from them an account of the trust reposed
in them; and a people who would be afraid
to call their representatives to an account for
their actions in Parliament would deserve to
be blotted out of all the records of freedom.
They should not dishonor the cause of self-
government by attempting any longer to ex-
ercise it. T8ey should fuel ashamed, and
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keep their unworthy hand'entirely off from
the cause of responsible liberty, if they are
capable of being the victims of trieke so
stale, so often practised, and so much worn
out on serfs and slaves.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we meet here to look
after our ship of atte, and while a plank, a
timber, or any part of her holds together,
we should not forsake her. Sie has been dis-
turbed and drove from her anchorage, yet
she is still afloat, and is now freighted with
the hopes and liberties of the people of Nova
Scotia, she is now under cauvas, and close by
the wind with a good strong breeze; and
although there may be sote breakers ahcad,
yet I trust that she ias a captain and crew
that has already acquired an energy of ad-
vancement that will support her courze clear
of all the rocks of opposition, and bring
her back to her 'old 'anchorage, under the
good old flag that has braved for a thousand
years the battle and the breeze.

Now, sir, we have heard a great amount
said about constitutional lae. That is al
very well for- legal minds to contend about;
they will try to make the black side white
and fair. But, sir, there ls a law that stands
far above all suçh lar, a law of justice and
fair play, that is enshrined :n the hearts of
the~people. plarited there by the God of na-
tions It is not a collect:on of abstract es-
says on public questions of rieht or wrong.
This is a law which nea. seent; it speaks
in the midst of armies; it i.- ws diífsive as the
air we breathe, :t spreudi ustef by a sort of
majestic influence o ce land an'd sea. Taking
its rise in a sse of right, which even in
early times was -powerful enough to viodi-
cate itself, it bas gathered new streng;th
the advance of civilization, and it is attended
in this tge by sanctions which no people may
dieregard. Sir, we may glance back at the
American contest with Great Britain. The
war of the Revolution was undertaken in de-
f'nce of a great principle; the spirit of lib
ei ty revolted aginst taxa.ion, which ras too
îight to be felt as a burden, but was too
great a violation of principle to be borne by
men who were jealous of the encroachments
of power. They snuffed oppression in the
tainted gale, they struck for freedom, and in
the mighty struggle whieh ensued they had
tie sympathy of mankind, and the contest
undertaken for liberty ended in independence.

But, sir, I believe that when our case is
properly understood on the other side of the
iwater, that England wil do us justice.
When I take into consideration the feeling of
the people of this country, I feel my share of
the great responsibility of this House The
country le in a crisis. I feel it to be a crisis;
and I am ready to say God speed to the man
or men who Ehall carry us honorably and
safely through it4. Now, lir. Speaker, in
conclusion I dcsire to say a word in regard
to the question of disloyalty that has been
charged againsit large msjority of the peow
ple of Nova Scotia. We who stand up and
vindicate the rights of the people, have been
called rebels, traitors, and .nnexationists.
Now, sir, I would ask, was O'Connell a rebel
for aslung that hie countrymen should have
equal rights withl other British subjects?
Was Sir Robert Peel and the Dake of Wel-

lington rebels when agitating for a repeal of
the Corn Laws? Were all the great politi
cians of England rebels, who from time to
time agitated a repeal of the lawswhich they
believed unfair to their countrymen? No
sir; a thousand times no. I am fully con-
vinced that every argu'Ment urged against
the step we are clled upon to take, might
bave been advanced with equal justice against
any of the changes I have enumerated. 0,
but many of our opponents say, that the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia are ignorant, and are not
capable of judging for themselves-that they
do not know what freedom is, and that they
have no right to name freedom till theyare
fit to use their freedom. Why, sir, such a
doctrine is very like the man who resolved
not to go into the water tiil he had learned t
swim. If men are to wait for liberty tili they
become wise in sr.very, they may, indeed,
wait forever.

Sir, the cry of loyalty will not long conw
t:nue against the principles of liberty. Lo3 -
alty is a noblê thing, a judiclous principle;
but loyalty not associated with iberty is ouly
a corrupt principle. Sir, you may boast of a
union with Canada, but un have no union
of the people. Any Act of Parliament that
would destroy the liberty of the people is not
worth the paper tnat it is written on; it ie
dead born fron the womb. Sir, the bui-
of publie opinion of Nova Scotia are be-
fore this louse, and say, we want our liber-
ties-we receis ei them from God, and v6e wil
ot resign thim to Canada; and e ask fora

repeal of this wicke:i and forced Union.
Tuerefor-, you men of Nova Sceotis, cherish.
Lherzy as you love it; cheriish its securities. as.

iou vhibh Co pieserve i; and be truc to Go,
to your counry, and to your duty.

Our opponents may boast of their bone and
sinew, wealth, intelligence, respectability,
uirtue, and everything that sounds glorious;
but. air, wba does a majority of the people
of Nova Sceotia ay? We mistriuetd your po-
litical conluct <dl ion -, but noiw we have
weighed yo in the balarce, au e you are
found wanting. We have paid you off for
your shortcomings, and sent good and trust-
worthy Antis to take your place-men in
whom we have confidence.

I have spoken out freely what I have felt
it my duty to say; we must look the dangers
which threaten us in the face. The people of
this country look to the action of thie House
with tue deepest intereEt, and I trust that the
action of this House will fully meet their ex-
pectations. And, sir, those whoare now con-
tending for the rights of the people, may be
barkedt at and denounced for a time;~ the
stirges of opposition may dash against us;
but when the storm is gone by, reason and
truth will triumph. I hope, therefore, that
for our own sakes, and for the sake of Nova
Scotia, we'shall act unanimouely in voting
for the resolutions now before the House.

R I. MEA ERa SPEEcI.
(CONCImDED )

Mr. Cumsneas eaid :-Last evening I was
unable to conclude my remarks on this ques-
tion, and I therefore take this opportunity
of resuming, and promising to confine my-
self strictly to the question before the House.
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My desire is to shew my constituents that
the vote whieh 1 intend to give will be intelft
ligently and conscientiously given. When I
ceased speikir I was making referenee ta
the stamp act-%n sct grievously borne in
the Province.. It wa sucih an set that caused
the Colonies, which now form the United
States, to revolt. aitbough their loyalty was
as true as that of an> people within the Do-
minions We eer thought an imoosa-
tion would be rut upon us. From ail I can
learn, tils se.mp act is ikely to be most in-
convenient aL operation. A min living
nineamiies from a Posa office, before le can
drawva bill or give a valhd receipt muat go
that distance for a te.mp; the revuit wil, in
many casze, ve that the business canuct be
done. Ia person wishes -o draw a bill for a
hundred dollars, and one cent over,thestamaup
will cost lima six centa, and that mast be loir
if the holder vnsbes to proceed for it3 col-
lection. The eusiest way , in such a csse,
would be to forgive iilrt of the debt. Was
such ionvenence submittnd to ln any other
country Now s to the nespaper tax.
Take the Eastern Chronicle, of which paper
I think a cood lel, becauiiEe it did ut- a vaLt
amount of ezod in the laite contcst, for ex
ample. If ae puabliehed twice a week; the
postage will bc forty cents, and the duty, at
fifteen per cert, on the paper will make
twenty cent3 more, being three shillings ad-
aitional which each subscriber will have to
pay. This monstrous tax vill bring the sub-
cription a othirteen bhillings a year. The
proprietors tei that they expect a serious
reduction in their su a taon list as the rem
suit, for they must eit site only seven
shillings a year for their paper, or they must
charge thirteen shillings to their subscribers.

It was said in the election contest that the
Canadians would bring down their capital in
abundance, and this statement turned a num-
ber of votes, becaure the young men thought
they could easily obtain the means of going
into business; but what was the-result ? Have
we scen these prophecies fulfilled? It is true
a new Bank has been established, but money
instead of being at six per cent as before, can
hardly be had at seven per cent. If the addi-
tional charge of one per cent benefitted our
banks it would not be of so much consequence,
but it is paid over to the Canadian treasury.
We have been accused by the hon. member
for Inverness of bringing forward weak ar-
guments, but I might show the Bouse at
length how weak were the arguments of his
superior, Mr. Archibald In the Colchester
conteEt we held fourteen meetings, and in-
stead Qf talking about Confederation he spoke
about the mines and minerals, and said,
" you must support me because I helped to
settle that question." But in the western
part of the county at one of the meetings the
people refused to hear Mr. Archibald at first,
on the ground that lie had refused to hear
their petions; but my colleague told them
that if tbey wished to hear any one on the
other side they muat hear Mr. Archibald.
and then they agreed ta hear him provided
he would stick to the question of Confedera-
tion. He promised'to do so, and commenced
at cunsiderable length about the Acadia Iron
Mines, and the steam works which were be-

ing erected there stating that hereafter the
company would have four millions of con-
sumers instesd of 350,000, as the iron would
go duty free. This was a pretty forcible ar-
gument. and some one said, " how are you
gong to answer that?" "Fortune favors
the brave," and it so happened that one of
us had a copy of the Canadian tariff, and
what was our answer ? That under that tariff
the products of the company's works went in
duty free, and under Confederation it could
go no freer. The people began to laugh st
the hon. gentleman, aud mntiead of attending
the other meetings there he paid visite pri-
vately to the people.

At the next meeting ho had five individuals
to assist his cause, but lie did not attend him-
self. A learned Doctor offered to show us
some of the benefits of Confederation, if we
would give him an hour, and the sam and
substance of his-argument was that we could
make babies as cheaply here as in Canada.
We cannot send manufactured goods to Can-
ada, because their water power and machine-
ry i so far superior to ours, and when we eau
get our machmery equaLto their's at pre-
Lent, they will be far in advance of us in the
market. They get coal in return cargoes
from England; they can get their iron cheap-
er than we can supply them, and the fact is
they are now sending stoves down here to
compete with our foundries. One of the ar,
guments throughout the election, we know,
was that manufactures would be established
here, but now we find the Canadians sendiug
down merchandise of ail kinds. Will they
take our butter and cheese lu return ? Not
at al], for, while we heard a great deal about
orders for cheese, the Montreal papers were
stating that Hahfax would be a good market
for butter, if it were good. They vill not
take our pork, for in Halifax we see as many
porkers from Canada staring us in the face as
would make a dinner for every Confederate in
the country. Orders for leather, it is true,
came down at ane time, but they were not re-
pested, for it was found that leather was no
higher in Montreal than in Halifax, and the
orders, in future, for that article, are not
likely to be of any considerable amount. They
will not carry cargoes of our coal in staam.
ers, but it is said they will take our gold.
That reminds me of a scciety of attorneys in
London who ageeed that they would take
nothing but gold from their clients; in a
short time it was found that one of their
number had taken silver, and, on 'being
brought to account, his exeuse was that he
had taken aIl the man's gold first. Another
was found taking coppers, and his excuse
was that he had taken aIl the gold and ailver.
So these Canadians, after takiug ail our gold,
will take our silver and copper also. Why
should we pay more for a Canadian article
that we can buy cheaper in England ? What
we want is ta be allowed ta get our goode
where we choose. 'Inow will show you what
is said by sn advocate of Confederation on this
subject. The Christian Messenger in a good
authority on most subjects, but it appears to
have gone wrong, somehow or other, on the
subject of Confederation. What does this
paper say wheu it finds the shoe pinching its
own corne?
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"Another hlghly injudicious tax is that of l per
sent on the importation of paper. Thie duty was long
ago abolished in Great Britain as a barrier to the
spread et Information and a relic of the dark ages and
yet we are to have it imposed on us at this day. The
objeet o the Irmpost i doabtless to encon age the
manufa e cf paper in this country. But ve do not
tblnk the publ.bers thr, ughout the Dominion should
be made to pay a tax for thepapose of beneftttiig four
or five manufacturers, who cannot compete with other
ceuntries, let us have a free trade in this art.cle eo
casential te the mental food of the whole people. We
protest agAinst thb as a decided retrogade movement "

What we want is free trade all over the
world. We are told that we should try this
Confederation, but I am quite satisfied with
what I have seen of its operation during six
months. Here I remember a little story told
of the King of Abyssinia and a Yankee, who
told him that he would teach his donkey to
read in fourteen yeara' time if he was paid a
sufficient sumo of money. Now the King of
Abyssinia puts to death all those who do not
keep their promises, and how do y ou think
the Yankee looked at the matter I will
take the money, he said, and live comfortably
for the fourteen years, and by that time
either the donkey or myself or the king will
be dead. So it will be with us. If we try
Confederation for a few years we shall
either tsee its advantages or we shali al
be dead. Wherever wee look over the face
of this country we see opposition to the'
Union. Farmers, fishermen, mechanies are
all opposed to it, and demnd repeal The
majority of the bankers and canitalists also
entertain the saime opinions. This feeling
originated amonrg the people themselves, and
has not been stimulatad by politicians as cer-
tain gentlemen would have us balieve. It is
the duty of every patriotic Nova Scotian to
oppose this Union. I must say we would
willingly pay Mr. Blanchard $100,000 if he
would get us rid of this detestable yoke that
is now upon our necks.

But the hon. member asks, What will hap-
pen if we do not get Repeal ? Ihave heard that
quesdion asked before. "What then ?" is a
momentous question. I asked a gentleman
the other day how he would answer it. He
repled, " Mr. Chambers, I advise you to be
careful of your property; we have a large
stake in the c;untry, and whatever you do,
seek a change in the law i" But suppose we
cannot get a change? He would not answer
that question I say that the people of Nova
Scotia are loyal now, and wish to continue
so, and if they only get Repeal, they will be
ten times more loyal than ever. They do not
seek Annexation, we do not wish to partici-
pate in the war debt of the United States.-it
would be a greater victory t6 get Repeal
without Annexation. We wish to live as we
have lived. We do not ask for a Republican.
form of Government or any change in our in-
stitutions. We do not wish to elect our own
Governors; but.I believe that the man who
gets us Repeal will become our Governor
sonehow or other, for the people will be so
delighted they will have a mock election, if
they cannot do .nythbiag elee. IVe only wish
to be placed where we were before, but, if
the agitation continues, I cannot ansmr foi
the people. J kouw thit they are determnmd
to have Repeal, and if they do not they will
be exiperated. Whatever the consequences

'my be, the Confederates will ho answerable.
If they go on exasperating the people as they
have been doing, they will drive then into
Annexation.

Hon. SPEArE.-I cannot allow you to pro-
eeed in that way. You had"better not ex,
press what you believe.

Mr. CHAmoERs -Well, the- people shake
their heada sometimes, and wink a little. All
I will say, in conclusion, is that we must
work together, and be true to ourseives and
our country, and we need have no fears of
the future.

Afternoon sas

The House met at 3 o'clock.

MIsCELINEOUs.

ffr. BrANCEcaRn said that before the House
proceeded to the order of the day, which was-
the striking of the committee to try his elec-
tion. he wished to take exception to the se-
curity filed by the petitioner. He also ob-
jgcted to the drawng of the committee when
there was not the requisite number'of mema
bers, thirty-three, present besides the Speak-
er and himself.

The SPEAKER thought that tie number was
sufficient, but finally postponed the order of
the day to Monday.

Mr. DiciE presented a petition from the
Clerk of the Peace of Kings County on School
matters.

Mr. CocaRAN presented a peiition from
Charles Lamont and others on Schoolmaatters.

Hon. PiEov. SECEETAR presented a petition
from Freeman Denison and others for money
for a road

Mr. Noarne presented a petition from
Brookside Setlement, Terrence Bay, for a
money grant.

Mr. Crumnos presented a petition from
E. Tupper and others for money to build a
bridge; also, one from Mr. Blackwood and
others for a grant of money.

Mr. RrrasoN presented a report from the
special committee on the relief of distressed
fishermen. The report was received and
adopted.

Mr. NoTaup presented a petition from R.
Nickerson and others for a grant for a road
near Sambro; alo a petition from J. H. Hod-
son for the privilege of making a sidewalk
fron Bedford Station to the rifle range.

Mr PouiY asked the Government to lay on
the table a return showing the increase of
salaries made by 'order in Council, and -the
advances for the roae and bridge and other
services from lst JuIy to Sth November, 1867.

The adjourned debate was resumed. -

aVil. a.RJEEMCAN'.' tPEECII.

Mr. FRtEAN said-I do not intend to make
a lengthy speecb or to occupy the time of
tie House unecesely. but I will offer a
fe remarks oz the quetion which has so
deeply dn. O iu', our once peaceful and hippy
Province Were I to enrîult my own feel-
îngs I would k'ep mny sea, and give place
ta eentenmen who are prepire I to address
tue House with greater effecit han i can. and
who are awaiting their turn to deliver their
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speeches. But I feel that I have an import- -
ant duty to discharge, and shall I not raise
my voice, feeble though it may be, in con-
demnation of the British North America Act,
which has imposed o many burdens on us,
and deprived us of out liberties, I shall be-
tray the trust reposed in me by my constitu-
ents. I have taken notes of topics which
suggested remarks, but the gentlemen who
preceded me have occupied nearly the whole
groud., I may say at thé oatEet that I
heartily endorse the resolutions laid on the
table by the Attorney General touching this
question, asking a repeal of the Union, and
representing our case so fully as they do. I
feel pleased also at the unanmity of feeling
which gentlemen around these benches have
expressed on this subject, as also et the man- -
ner in which the Government have taken
hold of it, and I am happy to say thnt the
county I represent is also pleaEed with the
action of the Government thus far. We have
had a fair trial of this act for five months
and upwards, and the iesults are pretty weil
known to the people ofthis country. In that
time we have lost much in a financial point
of view. Take, for instance, the calculation
which the hon. member for InverneEs gave
us-he told us that we could appropriate
$329,000. That, I, beheve, consista of the
subsdy given to Nova tcotia. It was said
also that the local jrevenue would probably
amountto 8142,000, and these two amounts
give $366,000. That vill be about all the
revenue that we alall have to dispose of It
is generally acknowledged that our debt will
be eight and¢a half millions, leavmug us $28,-
000 to provide for inttitest. The Provincial
Secretary told usthat the School grant would
probably be $234,000; the road and bridge
service in 1866 was $244,000, and these items
alone give us $493,000, and makes a defi-
ciency of $27,000. Then we have aIl the
other local services to provide for, as fol-
lova:-

Government departments, $15,000
Crown Land'department, 18,000
Mines, ' 12,593
Legialative expenses, 30,000
Hospital for Insane, 30,000
Poors' Asylum, 12,000
Ferries, 12,000
Relief of Poor, 5,000
Navigation secorities, 20,000
Public printing, 6.000
Miscellaneous, 4,000
Corouer's inquesta, 1,400
Deflciency as above, 27,000

Total defitncy, $258,493

This wil be an enormous lose, ani there
will be nu other mode tbat I see of meeting
it than by direct taxation. It will never do
tor us to resort to that, for the treatment
which we would receive in returu fron our
constituents would be something like that
which was visited on the heads of the thirtys
tlio gentlemen who inflicted thi Act upon us.
The evils of the measure are uot ouly those
which my ~ calculations show : Mr. Rose
tells us that the Dominion has a fioating debt
of sixty million dollars, a portion of which
we tmust pay, ad there are other disadvan.

tages which have been fully gone over by the
gentlemen who preceded ,mç. We have been
tauntingly told that the elections run on the
18th September were ran not only on the
Counfederation scheme, biut on aide issuesstih
as the school law. Myi personal knowledge
as to other counties i sbmewhat limited, but
as to the county which I represent I can say
that such is not the casé. The Union quesa
tion Was the alleimportant question before
tha electors. The candidates who Were run-
ning their elections in the interest of Canada
spent considerable snms of money, and
brought other influencés to bear on the elec-
tion, and although an enormous snm was
laid out on one bridge and road just before
the election, the Union candidates secured
only one-fourth of thé votes of the county.
It was not run on the, aide issues, although
the candidates holding Union principles did
aIl they &ould 4o rally the old parties, and to
sustain themselves by allusions to other
questions.

Among the many disadvantages which
muat result from this obnoxious Act is this,
-that the readjustmént of the representation
by population in tht Ottawa Parliament will
in course of time gite us a smaller propor-
tion of niembers tha we have now, while the
representation of Upper Canada will be in-
creased., The scale of inerease of population
shows that the incrsse of Cnada was by the
census of 1866 equal to 4.34 per cent., while
that of Nova Scotia was but 1.82 per cent.
The population in Upper Canada was-

lu 1866k 3,090,000
in 18&6, 2,507,637

Increage, 582,343
The estimated pc ulation of N. Scolia vas-

in 1866, 368,000
in 1801, 330,857

Increase, 37,143
Making a result as follows:

Canadian increase, 582,343
Nov Scotian increase, 37,143

Increase over N. Scotie in 6 years, 545,200
At this r.te of increase, Upper Canada pro-

gressîng much faster than Nova Scotias, and
the representtion being readjusted every ten
years, that of Cmuda will increase, and that
of Nova Seotia decrease. 'This will be a grie-
vous wrong to this ountry. According to
the scheme,/ Nova Scotia receives 80 cents per
head, and $60,000 per annum, while New
Brunswick also receives 80 cents per hcad,
$50.000 per aunum, and au additional sum.
of $63,000 for ten yearn. lu this au injuse
tice was done to us. Wc have a 1arger popu-
lation than New Brunswick, and why should
she requi-e 863,000 more than us? The res-
son easigned may have been that she'was en-
gaged la railway extension; but were we not
in just the sam position? But the fect that
New Brunswick did not readily come into the
scheame may account for the extra grant
which knay have had' some effect in producming
the s en change of feeling which was wit-
ne her second-elction. The people of
this ,try also feel deeply aggrieved at not
being allowed to speak on this question at
the polls. We feel that a Union between No-
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va Scotia and Canada is not desirable, be-
cause the legislative policy required by the
two Provinces being different, Canada reqiio
ring a protection which taxes the breadatuffs
which we must buy fron abroad; but we feel
that even if the advantages were on our aide,
the treatment which we have received would
have been utterly unjust. I was glad to hear
by the remarks of Mr. Pineo that he was unw
favorable te this part of the transaction. He
seemed to be displeased at the way in which
the scheme was carried, although he is wil
ling to accept the situation. If the hon. gen-
tileman thought that the Government had
done wrong in imposing this Act upon the
people he ahould have protested against it,
for I feel that no one having the spirit which
should actoate every Nova Scotian, can fail
to express his condemnation, of the polioy
which bas prohibited the people of this coun-
try from exercising the franchise on an ail
important question affecting their interests so
vitally as this does I feel that I can endorse
all that the resolutions contain; they are suit-
able to the occasion, and express the feelings
of the people. Itrust that they will be unans
imously adopted, and when our delegates go
home vith the request of this House, that the
country be reieved of the burthen imposed
on us. I bave an abiding faith in the Queen,
and the men administering the affaira of the
mother country, that they will hear and an-
cede to our petition.

M111. <OdC&IRAN>s I.PJgEC .

Hon. Mr. CocauÂ3 said :-I have attentive-
ly listened to this debate from its commence
Ment, and must congratulate the House and
the country on the ability with which it has
been conducted If it had not been for some
remarks that fell from the hon. member for
Inverness, respecting the constitgency I have
the honour to represent, I hardly think I
vould have troubled the House with any ob.
servations. and certainly I shall bu very
short in what I intend now to say. The hon,
gentleman having had an election of hie own
to rU, was hardly in a position to know the
actual state of things in this city. be had
himiseif a bard battle to fight, and it was only
by the merest chance that- be came here at
all. When the question et Union came firet
before thepeople of this country, I took that
view of [t which I have ever since held.
When Dr. Tupper came out a candidate for
this county, the Anti.union party thought
that the time had come to make a move, and
I was waited upon by ceveral gentlemen ask-
ing me to cocue out. I paid no attention to
them for a while, but when I saw that my
cervices might be useful te the party, I con-
sented. At Chat- time I had taken a passage
for Europe in the Cunard steamer, and I de-
terineîd logo notwithstanding the approach-
ing electioi. In going round and testing the
feelings of the people of Halifax, as weil as
those outeide of the city, I fotind that one-
half of us might be away and the matter would
be eteily settled in our favour. But on my
rcturn, I found that about 200 persons who
had sigued the requisition te us were prepa-
red te vote against us, or not to vote at all.
The Government of Canada eent a despatcb,

requiring every public officer to vote for the
Union candidates. Mr. Longley used his
power as the head of the Railway Depart-
ment. Even the city officials were threaten-
ed by a gentleman who had been lorg in the
City Councîl, and was fond of boastæug thar
he had been instrumentail in electing several
Mayors. Such was the state of thnge when
the elections came off I have no hesitation
in saying that if an election were held in the
city to-morrow, we would get a large mjo-
rity over any -Union candidates that might
be brought forward. The men who ran per-
tectly wild in favor of Union feel very dif-
ferently now. It bas been stated that the
most respectable merchants of Halifax are
Unionists. Now go up Water street, from
Moren's to West's, and you will find four
mercbants againut Confederation t-i one in
favor of it.

The tariff-onue-of the first acte of the Cou-
federate Parlament-is certainly nct su ar-
gument in favor of Union. Neither is the
Stamp Act, under which every man is obliged
te affix a long list of stamps to every bill and
note of band. This will be a pretty costly
ornament to the people of thie country. Just
look at the tariff-fifty per cent. higher than
our old one If a man buys four, b~ushels of
corn he muet pay 40 cents or 2s. on it. On
the other haud-wine is reduced to ten cents-
the same as that upon corn. The rich man
eau drink hie wine at a less rate, but the
poor man muet pay more for hie food. I
have been forty yeais mi thie country, and I
never paid a cent on corn^and-cornmeal and
rye flour before. Our coal is obliged te pay
a 20 per cent duty in the American market,
and yet the Canadians allow the American
coal te come into their ports duty free. That
shows us plainly how we may epect te bu
treated by the majority in the Confederate
Parliament. I have no donbt Sir John A.
MacDonald would gladly impose a duty on
American coal, but his supporters from Up-
per Canada will not allow him to do so. I
have no doubt we shall have a 30 per cent.
tariff imposed upon us ere any great length
of time bas elapsed. When they wished to
conciliate the Maritime Provinces they lower-
ed the tariff to 15 percent., but we know that
under the expensive systen of government
established in the Dominion this rate will not
suffice to meet the expenditures. They pro-
pose, buying the Hudson's Bay Territory,
and building the Intercolonial Railway, but
where is aIl the money to come from ? Not
from. a tatiff of 15 per cent. certainly, , when
we know that Canada could not meet her or%
dcnary obligations for years under a 20 per
cent tariff I trust, Iet me say in conclusion,
that we shall not be kept in this Union much
longer, but that Nova Scotia will bu permit-
ted to regain her old constitution and pri.
vileges, under whieh she has enjoyed'so much
prosperity and happiness. I- have travelled
over Europe aud America, but nowhere have
I ceen a happier and more contented commuc
nity than Nova Seotia. I left the old country
in my youth, and perhaps I was not then the
most loyal of men. I was, like a good many
of my countrymen, carried away with the
notion that England was au enemy, but when
I came to Nova Scotia, and seaw the state of
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things here, I vas satisfied and have lived in
the Province ever since. I found that the
man who would not be loyal to this country
muet be a fool or an idiot I bElieve at the
time of the Fenian excitement, had this coun-
try been invaded, my countrymemen would
have been true to their allegiance; I never
heard a man speaking in support of the Fe.
nians or saying there should be Penians
among us. I am sorry to be obliged to con-
feus, if matt2rs progress as they have been
doing, if we do not get ont of this Union,
much of this good feeling will be swamped.
I believe that peace and order are gone from
Nova Scotia forever if this Union is perpe-
tuated. I believe that many persons were
once in favor of Union, but when they came
to see the iniquity of the present scheme,
they changed their opinions very soon. No-
thing shewed more clearly the feelings of the
people of Nova Scotia than the departure of
Dr. Tupper and Mr. Archlbald from this
city a few days ago on their way to Canada.
These men were a credit to any country-their
ability entitles them te respect, but when they
left not a farewell cheer rose from the crowd
asembled on the wharf; one would actually
have thought it vas a faneral. But when
Mr. Hoye left he left amid the hearty cheers
of the large crowd that saw him depart on his
patriotie mission. Such is the ifeeling of the
people of Nova Scotia generally.

The men who sit on these benches indicate
very clearly the sentiment of the country. I
do not find fault with the people of Canada.
I believe they found themselves in a position
of difficulty, and could see no other means
of extricating themselves except by annexng
the Maritime Provinces. As respects thu
men who betrayed their country in this
House, we cannot but censure them most
loudly. One of the gentlemen who now sits
in the other end of the building met a. frie4d
one day on the street, when the question of
Confederation was under consideration, and
said, " We are sold." That hon. gentleman,
however, was found voting in favor of Union,
and now be has been rewarded.- Se far as
the resolutions are concerned, I agree with
every line of them, and hope when the peo-
ple of England look at the real position of
matters they will meet out to us that justice
to which ve are entitled at their bande.

tPEEORM OU ON. PROVIN4CKAL
IS]EOBEITARY.

Hou. Pnov. SEc'Y. said:-2-In rising Co ado
dreEs the House at this time I fuel much em-
barrassed, from the fact that in the onening
of this debate three or four legal geitIemen
addressed the House, taking up the constitu-
tional argument, and following after them
came a number of able merchants who took
u p the financial part of the questlon, and
thus the matter bas been se fully discussed,
and se completely exhauted, that a lengthy
speech would be merely adding towhat has
already been said, in a discussion which,in my
opinion, should not detain the House long at-
ter today. It is important that the debate
should be brought to a close as early as'posa
sible, and at the same time it is important
that every gentleman should have -an oppq.r-
tunity to express hieW views, in order that
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the people of this Dominion and Great
Britain should know the unanimity of senti-
ment prevaIing throughout the length and
breadth of the land. I speak to-day from a
different standpoint from that occupied by
any other gentleman, from the fact that I
am free to confess openly to the House that 1
am a UnioniEt as far as a unson of the Mari-
time Provinces goes. When t'e resolution
was brought Jown and passei authorizing
a delegation to Prince Edward Island, to form
a scheme for sucp s union, it met with my
hearty approva, ad I looked forward to the
consummation of the measure with a large
amount of intere.s. But I was deeply disap-
pointed wherl I found those gentlemen who
went on that delegaon cloeccd their lbors at
the instance of a number of delegates from
Canada, who desired to frame and carry
out what they were pleased to tern the
larger Union. I felt, with regard to Che Ma.
ritime Provinces. that inasmuch as our inter-
ets were identiçael, a union would have the
effect of removing duties which interfered
with commercial interchange, equaliing the
currencies, removing restrictions from trade,
and reducing the legislative expenses, with-
out any risk being incurrcd, but with the
certainty of the general interests being ad-
vanced. When we look around our Prov-
ince, and see that we are only connected by a
narrow neck of land to New Brunswick, that
nearly aIl our ports are open from one year'e
end to the other, aud that we area fishing and
maritime people requiring trade with ail the
world, it is obvious that a -connection with
Canada, whose harbors afe closed for the
greater part of the year, must result in great
disadvantagee t this colony. I said that our
ports are open for the whole year,-it is real-
ly se, at seone seasons some few of the smali-
er harbors are closed, but as a general rule
such is not the uzse. As a maritime and fish-
ing people it is necessary, in order to the\
prosperity of the country, that we should ,
have as nearly a free trade policy as possible,
whie Canada, being peculiarly situated, re- -

quires a protective policy in every sense of
the word. Therefore I say in ail sincerity
that in my opinion there is no confederation
of Nova Scotia with Canada that can resuit
in anything but disaster and taxation, bu-
yond what the country can bear fer some'
time to come.

I said that I looked forward with interest
to the consummation of a scheme for a Mari-
time Union, and that my disappointment was
great when I found that that project vas
abandoned, but still 1 looked forward in hope
that some scheme might be arranged whereby
the Confederation of ail the Colonies might
be carried out without seriously impairing
the interests of the smaller Provinces, aud
when the scheme was brought' down I was
prepared to give it the most careful consider-
tio and to adopt it if I found it anythin~g
like what such a scheme ehould be. But
whe I came te examine it, and to find that it
seem to have been concocted for the patti.
cula dvantag% of Canada, and,that the in-
te ts of this country would suffer very ma-
erially from a union on such a basis, then,

in common with nineteen-twentieths of the
people of this Province, I made up my mind
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to do all I could to defeat it, and I have Prom vhich if va deduct the surpîne
never ceaued from that effort down to the of receipte just mentionad we 8hall
present time. I know it bas been seaid that find that Nova Scotia bas at this
Mr. Howe's efforts caused aIl the agitation in time recelved an advancc of $340,602
the country, and that if it had not been for This is the position up to the lst Decembar
him the measure would have beeu F-pproved instant, but vhile I maie the stalemeut, I
of at the polls. I stand here as the repre- hope no member viii entertain any sectional
sentative of a county in which was held the feeling-I give the facts au they are,but these
third, if not the second meeting on tae sub- figures, it ehould be remembered, finctuate
ject, a year before it was known which side very much, aud of course a great deal of this
of the question Mr. flowe would take; and expenditure ie on account of the debt of $8,-
no matter what his views were -alth.ough I 000,000 vith vhich Nova Scotia agreed to
am free to confesâ that lie gave us a very ma- coma into tht Union. We have lu faut to find
terial addition of strength when he came out the money to maie up a portion ofthat debt,
-the feeling would have been just as strong and having found the monay, tle Dominion
as it is to-day. I will endeavor to--day to is bound tofind the money te meet theintereat.
make a short and practical epeeth. and in It le bot a if the dalts ef Nova Scotia or New
orderto show thecorrectnens of theviews Ihave Brunswick bud axisted et the tima of the
already advanced I will take up a few figures Union; for then cl1 the Dominion woulf have
and support my position by them As it is had to do vould have been to provide the
not in accordance with Parliamentary usage intereat; but there are current engagements
to refer to a debate that has been closed, I of the Maritime Provinces, maturiug from
will be unable to approach a former speech time te lime, which the Dominion has tQ fluf
of the hon. member for Inverness, excepting money4fo at once, aud that perlapu uot
by way of supposition, anct we will therefore merely te tbe amount of avan or aiglt
suppese that the Government came before the millions, but 10 the citent t vhich their
Legislature vith a speech from the Throne, liabilities axceaf this aura, sud aftar this
in which it vas stated that the financial con comes intareat on the whoie, the axess of
dition of the country was unsatisfactory, phicl ever the intereat on the seven or eight
and that the leader of the Opposition, to millions viii have te le deducted from tie
show that such a statement should not have subsidies to le paid."
been made, told us that in consequence of This is a plain etetemant of the fade, sud
Confederation being carried out the Province it places the whole matler in go clear a liglt
bad run into debt to the General Government that there eau ha ne difficulty lu cemeng to
$600,000 before six months had elapsed. If the conclusion that va really ara not indebtaf
that were the case it would prove very con- te Canada in any snm for efvances. I have
clusively that the Confederation was not at prepared a short Etatémeut vhioh viii shew
ail satisfactory. No argument in favor of hov thernattar stands, axcluding tha amounts
the existing state of affaire could be adduced paid on acceunt of the two reiroade. I taie
from that etate of thinge, because the hon. thamounte s Mr. Rose gave them, mekmng
gentleman, in saying that the country was $219,275, the five menthe subsidy, vhich is
iu a better financial condition than ever be- ail that slouid ha chargeable, and il leavas
fore-there being $329,000 in the treasury to $84,133 in our favor. I do net deny st
carry on the government with-would be eh- the Canadien goverment may ha in ab-vnca
liged to admit in the next breath that we had of the receipts, because they hava paie sofas-
run into debt by S600,000. I am not willing, thing on aceount of our delot. If that dalt
however, that the argument should go before vas six and e haîf millions, and va vers an-
the country even in that way, but I will read titief te go lu vith aiglt milons, they vers
from Mr. Roses statement a passage bearing heund le pey ns the balance at any time, aud
on the snbject. Before do:ng so, however, on tha prîncipiewhicl they havadopted, if,
I would remark that the assertions about the on the2nd of July they lid bean called upon
,Canadian Government having been largely in for the edditional twe and a haîf millions,
advance to us will be equally applicable if, thay vouif have chargef thet egeinot our
on the 2d of July, that Government had paid acceunt as se mucli advauced. I proceefil
over to this Province a portion of our euh- the naît place to give a comparative state-
sidy. The Finance Minister, in that cese, ment of tha ameut of duty collectefiu Nova
might, with equal truth, come forward with Scolie in 1866 under env tariff of that year,
the assertion that we were largely in advance and of the amount that va would bave paif
in our receipte. Mr Rose states the matter lu that year under a Canadien tariff. I have
thus :- ld every item calculetef, and aithouglit
" Statement C gives in detail the receipts and may possibiy ha arrentons te the extent ofa
psyments in Nova Scotia, and a glance at it fev dollars, yet I heieve il viii ha founf in
shews s the main correct. I tair 1866, becausa it la
Receipts, $769,689 the only complets car that ve cen celulata
Payments, 580,414 hy.

-- Ameunt under Canadien tariff, $1,830,238.86
leaving an apparent surplus of S219,275 Nova Scolie 1er-
;Bat since then, there has if, 1,402,698 88

been advanced on an-
,connt of the subsidy to Différence egenet Nova Scolie. $427,539.98
be paid to Nova Scotia. $317,449 Thus va c Ibat undar a Canadien tarif!

And there bas beea paid wa voulf hava paid on the importations of
for interest due to the 1866 S427,539.98 me Iban undar env tarif

lessrs. arsinig, 6242,428_ 559,i77 of tat ybar it is true te Mr. Jonsen ias



made a calculation producing a different re- Provincial Building $35,63, and there will
solt, making it appear that Nova Scotia be yet to be paid $20,000, making $5M,653.
would only lose $59,000. but any such state- Then coming to the department of education,
ment ie preposterous The free goode could we find that we must make au advance of
not so nearly balance the account, and any $45,000 as a loan to the.counties, which vill,
statement shewing such a result is intended jis true, be repaid in the subsequent year,
to deceive and miflead. The same thing was but which muet be provided out of this year's
done vith regard to the importe of New revenue Again, we are obliged to previde
Brunswick, and a most competent person 2r3 of $80,000 for the new Poore' Asylum,
comeforward and shewed that in that state- amounting to $54,000; and et leaut $25,000
ment an omission was made of -$200,000. for interest on excess of public debt. These
The whole matter is carried on by that kind items give $179,653 to be added to the deficit
of deception. I raid that tiis country re- of S142,085.74 wbich I etated beforte, making
quired free trade as n'early as- possible, and a total of $321,738.74 as a deficit for the pre-
that will be plainly shewn when ve come to sent year.
place the protective duty of Canada on ber, I stated before that I have made this etate-
for the importations of Nova Scotia, in 1866, ment of figures, not with a view to deceive,
were equal to $38 per head, while those of but to show the House and the country what
Canada, commonly considered the mot we must expect if we are to remain in Con-
wealthy Coleny, only amounted to $15 per federation. It would be useless for me to try
head., When our importations, under a ten to make it appear that we have $200,000 or
per cent tariff, come to $38 per head, i it $300,000 to apare froum the treasury when we
not plain that the raising of that tariff muet shal certainly be short over the amount
be advantageous to the country? I find also which I have put down for roadsaud bridges.
that Canada expends but 86 cents per bead It has been repeatedly said by the advo-
for lo.cal purposes, while we expend $î, and cates of Confedederation : "uwe .ve given
the -same proportion prevails throughout. you a new Act,-you found fault with the
This remark brings me to the consideration Quebec scheme, sud therefore ve have im-
of our revenue and assets under Confedera- proved it." I should like L.o know in what
tien, and I think the statement I made of the the, improvement consist,-the Quebec
figures, a few evenings ago, will be found in scheme left us the right to impose export du-
the main correct. I wil shew firet our reve- ties, but that has been taken away by the
nue from the various sources: Imperial Act. The new arrangement gives

Rerenue. us Š60,00Q per annum, but it gave a like
sum to all the other Provinces, so that we,

Crown Lands, $ 42,761 26 who suffer, must have to pay a part of this
Gold Mines, 25,000.00 very money, and the right of laying on au
Coal Mines, 45,000.00 export duty is vested in the General Govern-
Hospital for Insane, 20,000.00 ment. That is just the position of things
Subsidy, 264,00000 under the new arrangement. As regarde the
Bonus, 60,000.00 constitutional part of the argument, I would

jest usy that no doubt many members recole
456,764,26 lect the celebrated campaign which Dr. Tup-

Estimated Expenditure. per made in the western counties,-he beld a

Salaries, $ 15,000.00 meeting et Weymouth, among other places,
Criminal Prosecutions, 2,000.00 and what was the ground of his argument

Coroners' Inqueste, 2,000.00 there ? It was that lowe, Archibald and

Crown Land Dept., 17,850.00 McCully were governing the country in de-

Education, 164,000.00 fiance of the well understood wishes of the

Legislative Expenses, 30,000.00 peple, and were going contrary to all British

Public Printing, 10,000.00 precedent in doin so. He made a mont pa-
Public Works, 40,000.00 thetic speech, teling us that those gentlemen

Department of Mines, 15,000.00 were going to govern the country in that

Poor Asylum. 13,000.00 way for four years. Well, they did so, but
Relief, 6,000.00 at the end of that time the people had a per-
Roade apd Bridges, 240,000.00 feut right to displàce them if they pleased.

Steamboats, Fernies, &. 8,000.00 Dr. Tupper,- however, thought they had not

Navigation Securities, 10,000.00 the right to hold the government for au

Provincial sxhibition, 6,000.90 hour; bu- declared they vers fr g on
A gicultufî, 6,000.00 the constitution, and laid down the octrine

Daf & D4ti Inst 2,000.00 that the constitutiôn belonged to the whole
Miscellaneous , 12,000.00 - peoplet-that every child in breathing his first

________e breath took in a portion of it-and that any
598,850.00 man who undertook to govern the country

in defiance of the wishes of the people would

Efpenditure over Revenue, $142,085.74 be depriving them of the privileges which
belong to them under responsible govern

1 askc the House if that is the position that ment. -
a Prevince, rising in the seale in which we The bon. member for Inverness told us that
have risen for the lest ten years, ehould be the Attorney General was the Tory of Tories,
placed 1 I blush for those who have placed and boasted that himself had heen brought up
Nova Scotia in that position? In addition at the feet of Gamaliel, lèarning the principles
to the amounts which I have stated, there has of Howe, YoUng. sud other leading men of the
been paid since the lut of July on the new Liberal party. I looked et him vith amazu-
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ment,-is it possible that he has imbibed the
principles which those men laid down, and
yet so fa^ forget himeelf and everything
preached and practised by the leading men
on the Liberal side of politic in this country,
as to stand up here and tell the people that
they had no more right to control the Gov-
ernment, or to be heard on any change in
the constitution, thanithe peop1,e of Russis,-
for hie statement in substance was that? He
reminds me of what an American -gentleman
said that Lord Derby remarked in England
on being asked what were Earl Russell'e poli-
tics,-his reply was, " when Earl Rusell i
in power lie is a Tory, but when ont of power
he je a Liberal." So when the hon. member
for Inverness was out of power he was a Lib-
eral, but when he got the ship band lie vas
a bigger Tory than the Atty. General, who, in
this debate has been advocating true conEer-
vative principles : the right of the people of
the country to govern themselves. I have
never taken a very decided Etand on either
side of politics,-I have been a Cónervative,
but only this far, that I was always witing
when it could be shown that a change was
necessary, to nid with both hands the ade
vancement of the true interests of the
country.

The ion. gentleman also referred to Hall-
fax being strongly confederate, and spoke
of the wealth and intelligence of the metro-
polie. When I read the accounts of the July
celebration in Halifax, I thought that all the
citizens must have adopted Union prmîciples,
but I little thought that a larme amount of
the funde expended in that celebration were
paid out of the publie chest That expendi-
ture vas made, I believe, for no ofher pur-
pose than to make the people of the rural
districts believe that Halifax was etrongly
confederate. That brings to my mind the
scenes enacted in the country on the 1st of
July; while in Halifax the day was celebrated
with something like rejoicing, what was the
fsct in the country? From one end to the
other nothing but mourning and grief were
exhibited; the shutters were closed from
morning to night; the flags were at half-
mast; Dr. Tupper hung in effigy from every
brn along the road, and everywhere the
signe of deep regret at the loss of the coun-
try's liberties, were displayed. The hon.
member for Inverness askedethe other day
what -e expected to accomplish by this agi-
tafion. I will tell him: We expect to accom-
plish a complete repeal of the Union as far as
Nova Scotia is concerned. We will approach
the British Government as loyal and intelli-
gent men, the descendants of men who pre-
ierred a home in the wildernes of this coun-
try to ease and affluence under the American
flag. We will tell them that the

t
Act of Cou-

federation was forced on our country Our
people, having had time to censider the mat-
ter, are perfectly satisfied that to continue
the present state of things would bring no-
thing but rui and disgrace upon them, and
we therefore come here- as loyal and loving
subjects of the Queen, to ask for a repeal of
the Act.

I think I can tell the hon. member what the
answer will be also. ,That Parliament will
say we were deceived into the passage of the

Act and did not give it full consideration-
we are far froum wishing to force the loyal
people of Nova 8eotia into a confederation
agaset their wishes. Take back your consti-
tution, and so long as you remain loyal and
true to the British flag and feel a desire to
live as a colony of Great Britain, we will do
ail we can to advance your inteieats lin time
o! peace and protect you in time of war. The
question "what then " was asked the other
day. I will tell the House "l what then."
-a long' loud @hout will go up from one
end of the country to the other of God save
the Queen.and many a poor man, whose daily
food has been made dearer by the legislation
under which we are suffering, will jomn in the
ahout. Wheu that day comes a new stimulus
will be given to every branch of industry.
The fisherman willi go forth with hie line, the
miner will take up hie shovel, and the ship
carpenter his axe. The ,merchant will make
large importations, and new life will be in-
fused into the people. I have not the alighta
est doubt that if we gain repeal, our impor-
tations, iuatead of continumng te fall off as
they did last year, will soon be doubled. If
fthe right of self-government be restored toÀ
us the people would not feel even the fifteen
per cent tariff which we have been paying
Canada a hesvy burtlen-for the great trou-
ble with us now is that we receive no corres-
pouding benefite for the taxes that we pay. If
repeal be granted, as I live said, the coun-
try will go forward with new strength and
vigor, trade will be opened in new channels,
the waves of prosperity will roll in on Nova
Scotia's shores, and our Province will enjoy
the position that nature has destined lier ta
occupy, as one of the finest geme in the Brit-
ish crown.

Mr. HoorER-I intended addressing the
Hopse on several occasions, but so much has
already been said on this subject that I feel I
cannot invest it with any new novelty, and
therefore I shail only say that I heartily en-
dorse the sentiments contsined in the resolu-
tions, and shall vote in their support.

M. DESR IfJSAY's SPEECU.

Mr. DEsBRisàr said :-Mr. Speaker, I shall
endeavor in addressing the Bouse to be as
concise as possible, but I feel that this ques-
tion is of such vast importance that I would
be avoiding a duty I owe to those whom I
have the honor to represent if I were to pae
it by with a silent vote. One thing, air, i
indisputable, that Nova Scotiane are not to-
day as. free nor as contented as they were pre-
vious to the Confederation of this Province
vith Canada. I know it is asserted that the
Anti-Confederate party are to blame for the
discontent that unhappily existe in the coun-
try, but this statement cannot be supported
by soiund argument. Some of the warmest
advocates of Confederation do not hesitate to
declare that the mode of procedure seregardse
Nova Scotia was moet iigh-handed and out-
rageous, and I venture to assert that there is
not on record a more cool, determined defiance
of popular rights than was exhibited by the
principal agents in the transaction here in No-
va Seotia. It has been frequently asserted that
the leading men of thie Province, years ago,
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advocated the Union of the Provinces. It
was, I admit, urgèd that the union, was de.
sirable, and if wisely managed mighte-result
in good, but to say that such a scheme as
this, with all the advantages for Canada and
disadvantages for us, which- are its main
characteristics, was ever dreamt of, much
less publicly proclaimed, is not consistent
with fact. It was never once hinted, at lest
up to the time when its advocates saw a
chance of its being effected, that the people
should mot be consulted on a measure hke
this which would affect themeelves and their
children for future generations. ,Tell me not
that the constitution of our country can be
changed, and the rights of this people bar-
tered away without reference to those wbose
interests are immediately affected. If the
arguments of the bon. member for Inverness
and bis friends be correct, then any Legisla-
ture, however corrupt, can wholly destroy
the libertieâ of the people, and they muet
tamely submit. If a Legisilature, elected as
ours was in 1863, cean act as- they did, and
still te within the constitution, then the
people cesse to have a voice in the manages
ment of their affairs, and self-government is
only a delusion and a enare. Then the most
monstrous acte can be commltted by those
who, pretending to represent others, have
their own personal aggrandizement chiefly
in view.

I want to know why the people of Nova
Scotia occupy a different position fromi the
people of New Brunswick. This le a ques-
tion that bas not been, and cannot be, an-
swered. The people of that Province bad
two separate elections, but the electors of Nova
Scotia were not allowed the right of ex-
pressing their opinions upon the most mu-
mentous question that ever engaged the at-
tention of this country. No satisfactory rea-
son cean be given why the people of Nova
SCotia, who are certainly just as intelligent
and capable of coming tu a satisfactory con-
clusion on matters of importance as the peo-
ple of the neighboring Province, should have
been denied the right which the latter en-
joyed. On every principle of justice they
should have been-consulted, and the rmembers
of the former Legislature Who declared one
day the Union to be impracticable, and on
the next recorded their votes, in favor of it,
deceived the people whom they had been sent-
to this House to represent. One of the argu-
ments of the Confederates bas been that this
Province having comparatively limited re-
sources, was to be united to a country of im-
mense wealth-that we were to enter a part-
nership in which one partner-that i Nova
Scotia-would have a small capital, while the
other-that is Canada-would have an enor-

-mous income, and that we would receive ben-
efits much greater in proportio than any
contribution we could make to the general
stock. This delusion was entirely dispelled
by Mr. Galt who, when advocating the
Union, used tbis language: "I ask the
House frankly to look et it as a great mes-
sure brought down to relieve Canada from
distress and depression." He went on to
say that if the leceIrevenues were inadequate
then the people must resort to direct tax-
ation.

I remember when I was studyuig my Pro-
fession in thas city, coming into the gallery,
and hearimg the present Attorney General
say : " Nova Scotie came from the bands of
the Creator, endowed with greater natural
advantages than any territory of equal dimen-
sions on the face of the globe." I ask you if
the development of ber resources in the inte-
rim bas mot proved the truth of wbat he then
said. One of the firet questions that should
have been asked when the measure was un-
der consideration 'Was, whether it was to be
advantageous to all the Provinces concern-
ed. What did Sir Richard Graves McDon-
nell tell the Legislature in the session of
1864? That he vas pleased to be able to con,
gratulate themu on the unprecedented increase
in the revenues of Nova Scotia. The follow-
ing statement will clearly show the remark-
able increase of our customs revenues in ten
year's time : In 1856 this revenue was $571,-
88; but it had increased to $1.226,lWin '65.

In 1854 our Exporte were valued at $4,990,672;
but in 1865 they amounted to $8,830,693.
As L represent one of the principal, indeed
the largest fishing constituency in Nova Seo*'
tia, I may mention that the fish exported in
1854 from this Province was valued at $1,-
960,932, and in 1865 it reached $3,282,016.
I have said that there was no necessity for
Nova Scotia to enter into the Union in order
to promote her prosperity and advancement.

-When the French fleet visited this port some
years ago, one of the officers made a tour of
the Province in order that he might see the
state of the d'scendants of the old Acadians,
and when he returned to France he wrote s
work, in wbich he asserted that there.were-
no people who bad more reason to be happy
and contented than those in Nova eotia, and,
he added with reference to the taxes, they
laid upon them " as lightly as a down cash-
ion." Compare this state of things with that
ofthe Canadians. Having had a deficit for
many years they Eaw in the revenues of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick a means of over'
coming their difficulties, as suggested by Mr.
Galt. Accordingly they proceeded in hot
haste to-Charlottetown, and persuaded the
Delegates from the Maritime Provinces, who
were charged with-he performance of a cer-
tain duty, t3 adjourn to another Province, and
there to arrange a scheme which was wholly
outside of their instructions. This Province
bas received from its public men the most
contemptuous treatment.

The story of Mr. Watkin has been often re-
fetred to, and I muet also allude to it for a
moment. The man who is the " head and
front of all the offending " in Nova Scotia
was the one who led the Parliament of Eng-
land astray on this question, He ays he
told Mr. Watkin that he had delivered ad-
dresses in the different counties on the ques-
tion, and that he came into power with a
largé majority who gave the scheme their
support. Mr. Watkin evidently sought for
correct information. Because Dr. Tupper
delivered lectures in Truro, Windsor, and
one or two other county towns, were the
people of this Province therefore to be con-
sidered conversant with the details of the
scheme. He must have made the statement
he did designedly, in order to have Mr. Wat-
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kin believe that the people had decided -in
favor of the acheme, because he knew that
such was not the case. I would like to knuw
why he did not remain here to finish the

-work Of educating the people up to the
blessinga of Confederation in the face of a
high t riff and the Canadian SI.amp Act. It
in said if the Fenians come to Nova Scotia, or
if there is any threatened invasion, the peo-
ple muat rie n their might; and yet if they
are deprived of their rights and privileges
as British freemen by those living on their
own soil, they must be quiet.

All we reqnired was the privilge cof de-
etding the question for ourselves, and I shall
turn the attention of the House to the lan-
guage used by the gentleman who moved the
resolution on which the delegates went to
England, and we want nothing more than
what be said te show the proper mode of
dealing with this question. Mr Miller said
in Temperance Hall: "Lot no attempt be
made to pl', e the walla of the Provincial
Building bct ýen this measure and the eleet-
ora of Nova Scotia. If the advocates of the
messure have faith in the soundness of their
scheme, let-them, submit it to the only tri.
bunal competent to pase a judgment upon it,
the peopie at the polls." That he then took
the right view of the question the elections of
last September clearly proved. Yet the gen-
tleman who used this language came to the
House sud, in his place movej the resolution
on which the deteg stes went to England,
in order tu tasten this iniquitoui echeme up-
on us. I wou'd like to know why the course
he advised it firs ought not t, have been fol-
1o wed i 1866 ? I am ashamed te say in my
place in this flouse that so many public men
of Nova Sotia, charged with the interests of
this people, proved false to the trust reposed
in them in the manner they did. Why, air,
a city wood sawyer, even the man who begs
from door to door, " poor pensioner on the
bqunties of an hour," may better illustrate
the worth and dignity of human nature than
the men *ho betrayed their couutry, though
they have half the letters of the alphabet after
their names, and now receive higl salaries in
the Dommion as the reward of their decap-
tion. These men I hold to have been Nova
Scotians only i name. and I a'n happy to
see that some of them are out of the country,
and if all of them were away the interests of
the people would not suffer in consequence
Let me, however, add that Ihold that men who
have been consistent advocates'of Confederan
tino all through are not to be classed with
those who came here declaring that they were
opposed to the scheme, and afterwards voted
in favor of it. The hon. membor for Inver-
ness the other day hinted that he hoped to
change the opinions of some of the honest
men he saw around these benches. I hope
he will not be able to do any such thing. I
believe every man will maintain bis allegiance
to his Queen snd to the people, and that
every one of them at least of the thirty-six
will emulate the conduct of that noble Roman
sentinel who foroo not his post at the gates
of Pompeir, but was found when the ruiis of
that city were uncovered, standing ii lis
place erect in death, atil holding his spear.
(Cheers in the gallery which was repressed
by the chair.)

Mr. BLàAnciaur--If it were not for the ex-
ample set by the House itself the galleries
would be quiet enough.

Hou. SPEAKEn-Sir, it is not for you but
for the chair te attend to the order of this
House. You are notyourselfinclined to pre-
serre that decorum which i expected from
every gentleman, for you very often converse
with gentlemen on these belches when others
are speaking.

Mr. Br.aNcaanD-I may say that never
tince I have had the honor of a seat in this
House have I known a gentleman to be re-
fused permission te interrupt another, and
make some explanation. When gentlemen
encourage that gallery to make demonstra-
tions te destroy the order of this House they
are at liberty to do so, but if :qu do nt
check themx I mill.

Hou. SPEAxEn--When you, sir, assume the
'uties of the Speaker of this House, and
whilst i am here to preside over the members
of this body, and reprove them for anything,
I muat call yeu to order, and desire that this
may never be done again. (Cheers in the
gallery.)

Mr. Br&NcncLaa -"I set strangers in the
gallery."

The galleries were cleared, and the House
at once adjourned until Monday.

MoNDAY, 17th Feby.
The House met at 3 o'clock.
Mr. ELKANAH YeUsG presented a petition

from Mount Uniacke, and introduced a bill
in accordance with the prayer thereof, ask
ing that that settlement be incorporated into
West Hauts.

Mr. RYEnsoN presented a petition from a
Way Office Keeper, asking for a larger
salary.

Mr. KIDsToN, a petition for money.
Mr. BL.ANcArÂD, a petition for certain re-

muneration
Mr. J.« McDoNAoD, from School section,

No. 9, St. Andrewis, praying~for an alteration
ce the School Law.

Mr. NoRTruP, from A Coffie, of the Cume
herland Hotel, Amherst, in reference to the
License Law.

Mr. PunnY, alseo two petitions on the same
subject.

The order of the day, the drawing of a
Committee te consider the petition against
the return of Mr. Blanchard, was then taken
up

Mr. BLANienA D entered a protest against
the petition on the ground that no legal and
sufficient security bas been filed-the securi-
ties being two membera of the House.

Hon SPEAEn said he had looked over the
authorities, but he could not find an instance
of any petitioner having two members of the
sane Legislature as securities, but perhaps
the hon. gentleman, or bis counsel, would
cite some precedent. 1

Mr BLANCHRID asked that loe be heard by
his counsel at the Bar.

The motion was granted, and JAms Mce
DoAID, E.q , appeared ut the bar and ad-
dressed the flouse against the vahdity of the,
petition. He argued that it was contrary to
the dignity of the House that members
should act as securities in cases where they
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were acting as a Court. It should be remem-
bered, he argued, that the Legislature was
the highest court from wbich there was no
appeal. and consequently there eas greater
necessity to do notibng that might tend to
the injury of those whose interests were in
their bands. No precedents couli be found
anywhere-either in England or the colonies
-for such a case as was now under consid-
eration. It had been decided in the courts
below that a member of Parliament cannotbe
received as bail, becanse, altheugh he may be
worth the money a hundred times over, yet
he cannot be called upon to respond on ac-
count of bis privilege. In elucidation of
this point the learned gentleman cited several
cases from May. Saunton, &c. In May, he
added, it is stated that there ise an order of
the Bouse, that members of the Commons
being barristers are net to appear before the
flouse of Lords in matters which are likely te
come before the Bouse. What would be
thought of a member of Parlament accepting
a fee or reward in connection with matters
before the Bouse? The independence of the
Bouse would net be preserved if the mem-
bers were made directly interested in mattere
concerning money that came before them.

On the conclusion of Mr. McDonald'u re-
marks, the galleries were cleared, and the
question considered with closed doors

On resumimg the followin- committee was
struck : Mr. Rosa, Hon. Mr. Robertson, Mr
Johnsoû, Mr. Freeman, Mr. D. McDonald.
Mr. Lawrence, The committee was called to-
gether for Wednesday.

The louse then adjourned.

TuEsnAY, 18th Feby.

The flouse met at 11 o'clock.
Mr. King presented a petition from Guys-

boro' for a bridge across St. Mary's River,
and strongly urged the Goverument te take
the matterinto consideration.

Mr..BLANcRABD also spoke in favour of the
construction of the work.

Mr. Kinx sid if the Government would
not take the matter up, then the people of
Guyeboreo' would be oblhged te ask fcr leave
to incorporate a Company te build the bridge,
ind ask tolls thereon.

Mr. J McDoAinD presented a petition from
Black River, Fraser's Grant, Autîgonishe, in
reference to Education. Also from Blaci
Settlement, Tracadie, to chaage the name
thereof, and a bill in accordance witi the
prayer thereof.

Mr. LADEas, petitions for moncy graniS.
Mr. JonNsoN, bill to legalize a.sessment

roll in Shelburne.
Mr. HooPEa, petition of Angus Mî sonald

and others, for money on a roud
Dr. MuenÂY, petition, section No. 12, for

a chance in a polling place; also a bill in ac-
cordance vith the prayer thereof

Hon. Mr. Taoop, petition fron Annapolis,
praying the Bouse te grant a survey of a
road between Shelburnp anl Annapolis; hc
pointed out the necessity t'sat exists for the
work in question.

Mr. BLASciHAR said the former Govern-

ment bad a given a pledge to construct the
work, which was undoubtedly desirable

On motion of Mr. Blanchard, Mesura. Blan-
chard, Vail, and Northup were appointed a
Committee of the louse in reference to the
Legislative Library.

The adjourned debate was then resumed.

RiRî. DESBRISAY'8 SPEECU,

(coecunso ),

Mr. DEsBxrsÂY then contmnued-his apeechl:
I was interrupted in the Address which I was
making to the House on Saturday, by the
hon. member for Inverness. Be found finlt
with the members of this House following the
practice of the British House of Commons in
expressing their opinions of what they bear,
and I think he might have sbown to me a
measure of the same forbearance which was
exhibited to himself on a previous day when
you, Sir, baving given orders for the aîlleq
ries to be cleared, the occOpants were allowed
to remain because that hon. gentleman saw
" respectable people" among them. The re-
tutu I make s this : 1 am ready to bear my
testimony that the hon. member is very use-
fut in thts flouse, and I know that since I
came here he has given his attention closely
to the publie business. When I closed on Sa-
turday I was about referring to the cry of
disloyalty and annexation which has beei
brouibt against the Anti-confederate paity
lu this country. From whom does this cry of
disloyalty and annexation come? Chiefly
from a few persons in the city of Halifax
whose stock in trade appears to' me to be
slander; slander which, in the words of
Shakespeare,

"Outvenoms Il the wi rmins or Nile,
Andmakes tee meat it feeds uniom."

Sîander ihic , as we see day after day,
-spares neither the longest life ýf usefulness
nor the highe t respectabihty. I am happy,
bowever, tb' -now that these Brsons stand
aione, and th t they have abou as much in-
fluence now u this country as they had on
the egiseent cf September last. There has
been a good lesl of lip and podket loyalty in
Nova Scoti3, xpressly manu fitured for the
occasion. V Ith this loyalty I have nothing
whatever to do. I love Eugland, the home
of my fatherd and the birthpl' ce of the free;
England tha lcads the nation , askîug them
to accept for bthemselves the g est and mani
fold blessmg that follow in ler train; 'Eng.
land that so many lans. our own in-
cluded, has Lrct:d her natio al flag and the,
standard of ïthe cross toget er, so that the
lustre of the one is made righter by the
glory of the bther-this Eng and I love. I
do not, hoever, love this car land of the
Ma flower Lny the leas, an the rights and
interebts of lier people are to me objects of
special importance A gre t deal has been
sid abont lie tariff, to wih ch the people of
Nova Scotie are subjected b: the Confedera.
tion scheme In examini g it, I do net so
much care vhether there ar certain articles
that are antatt'ed duty free which vere not
free before The main que tion which conw
cerne the ieople is this: Are the articles
most requirýd for their s bsistence taied?
If those articles chiefly con med by the poor
people are tàxed, whilst t ose that are used
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by the rich are admitted free, then I il a separabie. This position i fouuded on the
tariff to which the people of Nova Scotia can lave of nature; it ie more, it ln itsif au eter'
never give their consent; and on examina- ual iav of nature. There in fot a blade of
tion of the matter, I find what I have stated gras growing in the mont obscure corner of
ta be the fact. this ldngdom vhich is not, vhich wa fot

The hon. member for Inverness referred to ever represented mince the constitution began;
Catholic Emancipation, the abolition of the there in fot a blade of grass which, when
Corn Laws, and the Reform Bill. and cited taxed, wa fot taxed with the consent of the
the speeches of Mr. Pitt and Sir Robert Peel proprietor."
to shew that it was right tu pass this act in If the people of Nova Scotia were taxed
the way it bas been passed All the measures under tbis Act by their ovn cuuséuî, then
referred to extended and enlarged the liber- munt of the objections lu il vuuld be re-
ties and privileges of the people ; whereas noved; but nu man can say that tht consent
this act, in support of which he brought such of the peuple vas ever given ta this British
matters forward, curtails and to a very large North Amerlos Ad.
extent des'roys the rights and privilcges of Let us nov ste what Mr. Pitt said, lu the
the people of this country. I thought, when Boune of Communs, lu the debate on the
he undertook ta deal with this question, he Address of Tbks."
would not have taken solely the opinions of "It is a long time, Mr. Speaker, since 1

men who might rise in Parliament and give have atteuded iu Parlisment. Wben tht resut
their views on constitutional subjecte, but lution va3 talen in the Roue ta tax Ame.

that he would have referred tu those works rias o astur i bid. If I could hane eudured
that are text books of authority. He migbt ta bave bee carried lu my btrd, so goeat vas
withoul difficultyhave quîed from tht high- th a gitation of my md for the cause-
est authurity, sd bave shewu that il in nut queutes, I ould have nolicit d some kind
competent for a legfisiature tu delegate its haud lurs bave laid me dcwu on this fluor ta
paver ta make lave ta any Cther hody. have borne my testimony againet il It is
But he did not do that. It will be lu my my opinion that hi e kigdom bas nu right
power also ta cite Mr. Pitt, and I think he -ta lay a tex upon tht Colonies. Upon the

viii nut appear as tht advocale of encroach- vhole, I vii beo leve ta tel the Rouwe what
ment upun the libarties of the peuple. Th n is reltiy my opinion-lt le, that the Stamp

hon. member viii not forget the celebrated At hi repealtd, absolutely, totally, sud im
stamp act vhich vas lu bind the oid thirleeu îredîattly. TIsat tht reason for tht repeal
colonies. It le constantiy asserted thet Con- ho assi-ned-beoause il vas founded ou aun
féderalion is ntcessmry ta the defeuce sud moouh prnnciple.a t
security of the provinces, and il in certoinly What vas done at tne end of tht debate?
curlous that the nid stamp sot uses tht samne Tht obnîlous sut vas o-epealed by s msjority
argument Tht preamble Eates in s L mauy of 114, sud thte rephatg tt as carrie tlu
vords that it vue necesery for the defence, tht Idonse of Lords by~ more than -tva huna
protection sud Hecuroty of tht colonies.- dred members. Thal, vhat the peuple of

ere yon tee that tht seme o-tasou th"t Nova Scoe o vant tht British Gover.me"t
vas given for forcing tht Statiip Att upon nov ta do vih tis ot, Mhich is stamping

the nid Colonies basi been applied 1 us. I out their energiessnd meking them ditheart-
think I can s'iloc that tht people of Nova ened-to do ju t hat they di for tht nid
Sootia are n w taxebo by th authori y of tht Colonies.
British Parlisonent, because if it were nul for Il bas been said that Ibis acheme vas
tht British North Amerlote At tht Goveru- conoeivcd in sin ud brought forth lu lui-
meut uof Canada vuld have no righl ta ievy quity." tSa glering bas been tht curruplion

a cax upon us There vas nt even a dt- leadîng lu ils passage, itd sa hostile is il lu
gated pow er ta pasa tot Att given hy tht tht inbeodesty t tht people, tht ve may say
peopt, sud therefore they are ne virtully vith Mecbet4, on revieving tht mhyle mat-
taxed by tht Brtish Parliament as tht lu- ter, ve have "enpped fu of horrors."
habitants of tht nid C hlonie wert lu tht lest Even tht Sabsth day, ve are talf, vas de.
century. We ie not reprtsenttd lu the Brit- seeradef by anme of thesa deiegptes by ap-

sh Partwiment any more than vert thtend pending their signatures la thia att. Tht
Colomies. Iloy s Ibis thing bronght hon. gentleman from Invernes makes a note.
fbout? A delegition vent th Englend, sud Ou tht poinoipie laid don by hat hou.
autboîized thtBrii Gorcroument t- pats member lu reference tci the Attorney General,

thte rt; il theo rpases, but it vas neyer I cat prave iy. Ht sain il had been rumored
ratifled by t'lie peopleuf Nova Scolie A o-ta- Ihat tht Bion. Ai.turney Generai had iuoited
cun given by the latter eboui' ha satisfied tht people nul ta attend their mlitie dtihi,
with this la s e that poer is lefet n a t end s i had neyer btu denied, he took le
Loctl Leioasturit tay tht peuple for eir for graetsd il vas true. Adpting bis ov
Her local seante tat is une uf the argu- tyle of argument, il bas been ataerted

mente ued bfr tht men pho defeuded tht u hrpughouo nht Province thal Ibis thing vas
Stla ClAcn. Tse then Lard Chancellor said, doue, sud il as neyer beau deuied. There-

in decate, "Tht tature of thte Stmp Att fore, acNardiog ta hie ovu logie, I take il lu
ettns ta b miataen. I bhind a the Colo- a o f tr t

nto uhe beon. momb r said , sgod deal about

povcr each Province bad t l 3y iuîernsi the city of Halifax baving aI tht last elecîlun
taxes for 1ocýl purpoe" r a oriythe atation in fvor of Confederation,

Lord Camden saîd, "- My po2iti On it Ibis- sud thereforu he argued that tht intelligents
I repeat it%-l xviii maintaîn il ta my lest and wealth ofi e citysupporedthe meire.

nur-ation and rep-heaentation are in- But is balfax tht hie ofNova Sotuia? No,



only a small portion of it. Even if every man
in Halfax had voted for Confederation that
would prove nothing sa against the whole
people of Nova Scotia. But the honest-hearted
member for Halifax rose in bis place and
told ns that since the election a great change
had taken place in the feelings of the citizens,
and r take for granted, from his means of
knowing, that his statement is true. I would
like to know what the city of Halifax would
be without the rest of Nova Scotia? Some
people seem to forget the relation it bears to
what is outside of it. The hon. member for
Inverness next referred to the Great Confede
erate party ; let us enquire a little into its
greatness. Up te the 18th September the
country was deluged by pamphlets of every
description bearing on the question. Bogus
proclamations, with the Queen's arms forged.
were issued te prevent the electors meeting
and consulting on this subject. The hon.
member for Halifax spoke about bill stamps,
and he could net imagine why so many were
required except it was for ornament. They
sent down from Ottawa election notices orna-
mented in the highest stylesof art, with only
blanks left for the candidates' names. -Thus
were the elections managed in Nova Scotia.
After all the official influences of this Prov-
ince and of Canada, used as they were by no
means sparingly, what was the result ? They
only succeeded in sending one man te Ottawa
and two te this House. When the division on
these resolutions takes place there will be wit-
nessed a sight that was never seen before
since Nova Scotis had a Parliament-every
county voting on one side on a question of
public importance after a lengthened discus-
sion. Even the county represented by the
bon. mover of the amend'ment will come up
and join hands on the same side. The people
of Nova Scotia, by the vote then te be given,
will wipe out the false statement con-
tained in the preamble of the British North
America Act, that they desired te be confed-
erated with Canada. Then will the people set
their seal to the demand for repeal, that is
coming up from every town and village and
settlement in Nova Sootia. -I entertain a
good>hope that this Union will be repealed.
Two grounds for that hope I will mention te
the Bouse. One is that I do net believe that
Be who guides and controls the affairs of
nen, will allow the people of Nova Scotia te

be oppressed by tliose who have, in the short
time that has already elapsed since the pas-
sage of the Act, shown the saine tyrannical
spirit towards us, that characterized their
proceedings up to that time.

The second ground of my hope is that the
appeal of the people, constitutionally made,
vill shortly be presented at the fountain head
of all that is "lovely and of good report "
in the widely extended British Empire,,where
above the noise of party,-and the machina-
'tions of evil and misguided men. even-handed
jnstice sits enthroned in the person of our
beloved Queen. I believe that the appeal, se
made, will be none the less patiently listened
to, nor none the less likely te be granted,
because it is sent from a Province which was
for a time the home of that royal lady's
illustrious father, and in whichher own first-
born son was received with an outburst of
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love and loyalty second te none that had
greeted him in any portion of her dominions.
I thank yeu, sir, and the House for the atten-
tion that has been given to what I bave sid.
I shall cheerfuliy~give my vote, as I am lap-
py te know will be the case with almost
every other member of the House, in favor of
the resolutions laid on the table by the hon.
Attorney General.

19. LAI.DE R' SPEECH.

Mr. LÂsDEn-In riaing te make a few re-
marks on the very important subject before
the House, I beg Jeave te say that I am not
here to represent Fenians nor Annexationists,
but loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen
I believe that to be a very good maxim whict.
reads never let go a certaeuty for an uncer-
tainty. It was a certainty that previous te
the British North Americs Act Nova Scotia
had a good constitution-one that was bighly
prized by all ber people. It was also a cer-
teint$, thatNova Scotia had a good revenue
amply ;sufficient te imeet all necessary lia-
bilities. This Confederation bas now taken
us into a position of uncertaint3. I am one
of those who believe that Nova Scotians
should manage the afaire of Nova Scotia-
that the voice of the people, ber own repren
sentatives, should fix the tariff, appropriate
the revenues, sud control ber offices, and al-
low me te ask are we in a position to do that
under the Dominion of Canada. I answer no.
A people residing seven or eight bundred
miles away from us, in whom we have very
little confidence, with whom desire very little -
more political dealings than the Jews of old
had wath the Samaritans-they now ix our
tariffs, appropriate our revenues, and control
the offices of our country. If there is any
one thing that I desire more than any other
that appertains te this life, it i that Nova
Seotians may be freed from,this detestable
Confederation. When I say this I am not
speaking only the sentiments of my own
mind, but the sentiments of those who sent
me here to represent their feelings and pre
sent interests; and feeling se strongly as I do
upon this point, doubtless is one reason that
causes me te believe that we shall obtain the
repeal we are seeking for. I remember read-
ing in a very good book of a certain king who
had very large dominions-larger than those'
of Canada I presume. Be had aiso a very
prend prime minister-so very prend that he
required every man who went cut of the
king's gate to make obeisance te him. It se
happened that a certain poor man at the
gate retused to comply with this mandate.
The consequence of this was that the minister
became very angry, but h scorned te lay
bande on the poor man alone, and se he des
vised a plan te destroy the whole nation te
which he belonged. Be succeeded se far as
to obtain the king's permission te carry out
his wicked design, but when the king was
made better acquainted with the wickedness
of his minister, he saw the crime of destroy-
ing this poor people, and he accordingly
countermanded his order and gave them per-
mission also to hang the minister on a gale
Iows fifty cubits high. I am confident when
our Queen, God bles ber ! is made acquaint-
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ed with the wickedness of confederating this not yield an inch; if we cannot get repeal
Province vith Canada, she will certainly from the British Government let us manage
countermand the order, and I trust she will our own affaira for a while. Wemay be loyal
issue a mandate to bang the chief betrayers to the British Crown, but let Nova Scotia
of Nova Scotia. It bas been frequently asked manage ber own affaira. If the Britiah Gov-
during the debate if Nova Scotia is refused ernment has withdrawn its protection from
repeal, what then ? I am not going to an- us we will go alone, sud drive every Con-
swer that, but I remember reading the words federate out of the country. We have always
a wise man said, " When the wicked beareth been a happy and contented people before
rule the people mourn." There will be this act was forced upon us Everything is
mourning in Nova Scotia if the demand for now unsettled, and- nobody knows where to
repeal be not granted. Having made these turn.
few remarks I give my most hearty assent to There are a few persons called Confédéra-
the résolutions laid on the table by the At- tes still who endeavour ta hold up their heads
torney Général. to make people believe it is aIl right; but they

know it is al wrong The whole country is
11R. RYE RSON'5 8PEECti. disheartened. We shall become a second Ire-

land: but I believe when these documents are
Mr. Rrsmsol said :-This discussion bas laid before the British Parliament, repeal will

now lasted for some time, and it is therefore be granted. Look at the Canadian tariff, and
unnecessary for me to say much, but I feel I you see they relieve everybody who, they
would not be doimg justice to my constitu- think, have influence in this country; they
ents;wére I to let this debate pass by without throw off the duty on 23 articles that enter
giving expression to my sentiments. This into the construction of ships in order to
House has met for the purpose of taking into neutrahze a class of persons who possess
considération one of the greatest questions weight sud influence in this province; they
that ever came before this country. We are take the duty off the rich man's wine and tax
called upon to deal with a law which has the poor man's bread. Whoever bas known
been forced upon us, and is in no way suited of bread being taxed until Confederation came
to the people of this country. The people into operation. The Canadians take the con-
have protested in the most loyal manner trol of our light bouses, our breakwaters,
against the measure of Confederation, and it our revenues, and do with thei as they think
is now the duty of the Legislature to endea- proper. Custom houses and Post offices are
vor by every constitutional means to rid all controlled by the Canadians. If the peo-
themselves of this North American Act. We ple of Nova Scotia are gomng to submit to any
have now met here to effect that object by such thing they are made of very different
appointing our delegates to proceed to Eng- material fron what I think they-are. I do
land to lay the matter before the British not believe the people have been sold for 80
Government. The Parliament of England cents a, head-that they will submit to any
must be told in plain terms that Nova Scoti&a.<-such indignity. There is a certain clases of
will never agree to be confederated with Ca- personstertainly who are not worth half of
nada. With that country we have no sym- that sum-that is to say, the Conféderates-
pathy and never can have. All that we ask they are only calculated to bring diSgrace
is to be left alone to nanage our own affaira. upon us. I would like to see our delegates
The people nevert asked for Confederation. when they come back with the act of repeal,
They were conten.ted and happy until that bring also a warrant to apprehend those arcle
scheme was conceived and passed by Dr traitors who sold this country. I belidve
Tupper and Mr. Archibald, who united to they have yet to come here and fo be tried
force it upon them, ad to heap burthens in Nova Seotia for their disgraceful acts.
upon them in the shape of taxes that are Unless, indeed, they-are forced to fly into the
most grievous to bear, to hand over their United States, and hide themselves in some
revenues without their consent, leaving them remote section of that country. In cculub
nothing to provide for their roads and bridges sion, I would say that I fully endorse the
and their schools, except 80 cents a head. If Hon. Attorney General's resolutions.
more money is wanted for our local services
we must resort to direct taxation. Under our itc. KIRKS
form of Government a ten per cent. tariff was
ample to pay for our schools and roada sud Ir. KiR said-I ise te make aafnw rmarks
bridges, railway interest, and whatever we at ibis taté stage cf thé déhalé on this very
required. If went on increasing our pros- important question wvich is agitating thé
perity we would have ample means for thé peuplé thmougb thé léngth aud hréadih cz
construction of our portiou of the Intercolo- Nova Scotis, under circumstauces éoméwbai
nial Railway. When the delegates go to embamrasaîng. I wuuld bavé preferred me-
England there olust be one thing they muet uaining quiétly in uy seat, sud giving a
hétold in plain terms, and that is, to make suent vote on thé résolutions laid on the
nocompromise. If they cannot get a repeat table by thé on. sud iearued Attoruey Gen
of the Act, then they must come home to erai, sud vith which I eutirely coutur, but I
Nova Seotia, and we shall see what is to be feel that I would hé récréant to my constitu-
done. No d'oubt there will be delegates from entsud te thé people cf ibis> country, sud
Canadî, and when the Parliament meets at would net hé doing justice te mysetf, if I did
Ottawa they will do everything they can b not express my éeutiment3 plsiuly ou this
soothe down the people-they will passny question. Thé pople cf =y couuty wer
tariff we ask for in order to keep the yoke griévef whéu théy léarnéd that oue cf their
,firmly ou us. Wé muet be véry eareful, sud représentatives ou the fluats of this Houée,
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after he'had given them assurances of his va foroed te pae them by the presure
opposition to Union, and in whom they brought te bear on them by the people. It
placed their confidence, had walked acrois to ha alec been proved that the paaalg cf
the-other aide in direct defiance of bis pled- thosets wasan extension cf the righta and
ges and often repeated -opinions, and voted privileges cf tht people uneer the purview cf
In favor of the British North America Act. the existing constittion of Great Britain.
There can be no doubt as to the motives that Wss this the case vith the British North
actuated this gentleman thus to betray his America Act? Did the people ak that any
constituents and pervert his principles, when such aet should be pased? or vusit the mere
we look at the other end of the building and extension cf the righls and liberties cf the
see him occupying a seat in that body. There people cf Nova Scella under the existing
is another gentleman to xhom I muet ailso costitution? No, air; it va done in direct
allude, to my great regret-I refer to the tion te tht vishes cf the people. Pt-
gentleman who was elected to the Dominion t vert sent up here from ai parts cf the
Parliament in my county, who enjoyed the country, numercusly signed, asking that ne
confidence of the Anti-Union party so fully such mensure should ho passed, but no notice
that no one dared to oppose him, who fouglit vas taken cf hem. Il va pstd despite the
their battles manfully for many years in this people. Nor vas il an extension of tht rights
House. and was for some time leader of the and liberties cf tht peeple cf Nova Scetia; it
Anti-Unionists here, but who, on bis first ape vas tht very reverse. Our rights ad liber-
pearance in the Parliament at Ottawa, for- tien have been taken avay, and handtd over
sook his friends and accepted the Union. I te a peuple tight hundred mlles avay, vith
can do no better to give an idea of the man- vhom'et have but lttie trade or interceurse,
ner in which that intelligence was received in giving them the pover cf taxing us a thty
hie county, and what the people there thnk pleut, cf cellecting our revenues and dis-
of his recent action in this matter, than by bursing thein lu vhatever mauner they May
reading a resolution adopted at a large and think preper
infuential publie meeting recently held in Tht experience cf tht lat six nienths has
that county. The resolution says :- prove that th Canadians are dettrmined

freely te exercise tht povers they have thuu
Wheres, At the general election in thl Province in uucouititutionaiiy obtained over us. They

Septempber, 1867, the people of this County declared have raised tht Tarif, under which Nova
themselves agoinst Confederation in the mot em
phatic and decided manner; Scotia had prosperef, and vhich vau feund

dnd Whereas, Mr. tewart Campbell, for some time quite suicient te meet aIl her vants, from
the acknowledged leader of the Anti-Confederate party ten te feen per cent.; they have imposed
le Nova Scotia, was nominated in the Interest of said upon n a stamp tir, and they have taxed
party, and as an Anti-Confederate returned without e per literature, and placed a duty on
opposition.

Ànd Whereas. The said Mr. S. Campbell, regardlese Cer and Cormeal, an article vhch tht
of his solemn protestations, and in violation of the poor fiehermen cf Nova Setia largeiy con.
confidence reposed in him, did desert his party and aulne, ail cf vhich duties, previeus te Union,
4accept the Union;" Nova Scetia vas perfcly fret. And our rem

Therefore et os Resolved, lhat this meeting dis- presentatives lu tht House cf Commons, at
claim and repudiate sch gross mlepresentation of O
hie constituents, and hold up the =an and his acts to ttaa, vert poverleas te preveut tht impos
the contempt and execration of honorable men. sillon of thoat ohuoxieus acta; and vhtn tht

mining intereats of this Province aaked for
I allude to this matter because the Confede- tht concession cf ont amaîl priviiege, thepro-

rateparty here are trying to mislead the peo- tecting of their intereste, by placieg a au
ple of Canada and England by saying that duty ou foreigu ceai, it va rtfnsed. And it
were it not for a few leading politicians there la hecauee our rights have been thue trams
would be but little opposition to the scheme pied upoe, and that vo have heen se highiy
in Nova Scotia. This, however, is not the taxei, ad tht pover cf taxation given té a
case, for although the gentleman just alluded people vho knov littie about n, or our no-
to was perhaps the mont popular man even cessities, (sving that vo hitherto have been
in that county at the time of the recent elece a prosereus people), that veask repeai.
tion, there perhaps is no public man at this And, sir, because ve ask repeal, ve are tolf
moment less popular. And why? Because ve are dieloyal, annexationlata, &c. Nov I
he accepted -the Union. The people are se vouid like te knov, vho are tht people that
determined for repeal that they will sacrifice ak repeal? They are tht bout and ainew cf
their best meh, if need be, to obtain that re- tht Province cf Nova Scotia. Sens of loyal-
suit. loIs, cf those vho fought and bled for tht

The learied leader of the Opposition ran- honor of tht British fiag, aud men vho are
sacked the pages of British history in order as viiling te-day ae ever before te do tht
to discover a precedent to justify the late samý, if protection le afforded them. And
Government for the manner in which they they do net aIl comprise tht poorer er leu
forced upon the people of Nova Scotia the intelligent clama cf tht people; and it in net
British North America Act. He talked of true that ail or any great portion of tht lu-
the Catholic Emancipation Act, the abolition telligence in in tht Confederato ranke We
of the Corn Laws, and of the Reform Bill, ak repeal a a question cf right, and nething
but he miserably failed to find justification but repeal viii suit Nova Scella, or satisfy
for the course pursued. It bas been proved ber people. We are frequentiy asired, If
by the gentlemen who have referred to these yen do net get repeal-vhat thon?" What
arguments that those ats were passed in Ihen. Tht people cf Nova Scetia vI then
Parliament, not in direct opposition to the att as hecomes loyal people; vho ver
wl"hes of tht peoplo., but tht gvernment fret, isd who have no le n ibertie.



I can only Bay sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof.

DIB. TOWNSEND'S SPEEC .

Mr. Toweszn said: -So inuch has already
been said on thia question that I shall occupy
the attention of the House for al very few
minutes. I feel proud of Nova Sobtia as I
look around this House, sud see thelmen Who
are here to represent the true sent mentsof
the people. Iask, swhere are the 3lImen wio
sat bere a year ago, and bartered away the
rights and hberties of this countr ? Only
one of them has escaped to tell the ts[e. When
I was a young man we had a debatiug socie-
ty, and sometimes we got a qu stion on
which we all agreed, but someb dy would
step forward and take the hard a de, and I
think the hon. member for Inverne a bas had
the hard side all through. His fi ancial ar-
gument is entirely swept away b the hon.
members from Kings and Digby, a d so it ils
unnecessary for me to say a singl word on
that subject. References bavé bee made to
a certain statement cooked by Mr. ohnsomist
Ottawa, and certainly I regret ko find it
backed up by Mr. Tilley. He only endorsed
it because lie had not looked it thr4ugh, for I
believe him to be a man of honor and great
pluck. He was not afraid te go before the
people and ask their opinions on t question
of Confederation. If -Dr. Tupper Ihad pur-
sued a similar policy lie might ave fared
much better than lie did. 1 do no think the
people would now be eatisfied even he gave
us back our old tariff. We want t tax our-
selves and to have no connection ith Cana-
da. We do not wish to quarrel w-th thé Ca-
nadians-all we ask is to have our old status
restored. Look at the present co adition of
this House-reduced to little better thau a
quarter sessions. A good deal hm been said
about the constitutional part of th subject.
It is one of the glories of Englan that ber
statesmen had the courage to pass jhe Eman-
cipation Act. Was there a man r feeted by
the people because lie supported that mea-
sure? Mr. Cobden preached at evety polling
place in the country in favor of the abolition
of the Corn Laws. He was-stipported by the
voice of the people, and Sir Robert Peel was
constrained by the force of public opinion to
support that measure. Was theÉre a man
turned out on account of hie acti n on this
question? So highly did the peoplp think of
Mr. Cobden that they subscribed td buy him
an estate. I eau think of a case like this. In
Poland they could not agree am ng them-
selves, and they asked the assistan of Rus-
sis, and then she came in and vided the
country. We will fight for our rgets as lon~g
as we can, and I believe the Queen Mill let us
go. We will not- obey Canadian laws-we
will obey every law until En°giand says no.
Then instead of being the most i w-abiding
we will become the most lawless. he-people
are aroused; they will go ahead lien they
are once aroused. It in this exci ment that
I wish to allay. When our dele ates go to
England let them state the case fairly. We
have no wish to go into the Amerièau Repubu
lie, for I consider it the most tyr ical rule
on earth.
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. lm. neIDONALD'8 SPEECH.
Mr. D. McDomaxn, said:-I have no inten-

tion in rising on the present occasion to dee
tain the House for sny length of time, for
the subject has already been fully discussed.
The question of Confederation ias been dis-
cussed in every town sud hamlet in the coun-
try during the last eighteen months, and the
people of Nova Scotis have patiently heard
the arguments and deliberately weighed their
merits, and have declared with singular
unanimity against the measure. Their hatred
of this Act ias been intensified by the recent
action of the Canadian Legislature. Our
power sud influence in the Local Legislature
is exceedingly limited. All our revenues and
rights are under the control of the Canadian
Pariament and Government. There is ulo
parallel case in British history except the
union cf Great Britain with Ireland. There
the Legislature was corrupted and the country
arbitrarly annexed. The hon. member for
Inverness has quoted a speech made by the
great Pitt in advocacy of that measure. Pitt
bas passed sway and so has his policy. It is
no longer recognized by the peoble or Par-
lisment, but is repudiated forever. His
speeches are no authority on constitutional
law-they are ex parte statements. The
great men who preside over the councils of
the nation would forfeit their position if they
pursued the policy of Pitt. The spirit of the
British constitution is truth and justice, and
wihen fraud and corruption or force are em-
Ployed in violation of that constitution to
affect any object evil consequences must
surely result. We have an example of that
in Ireland at the present hour, and will pro-
bably have au example nearer home. I am
net going into a lengthy argument on this
question. I perceive that hon. members are
anxious to have the debate brought to a close,
but I will say a few words about the cry of
disloyalty. The loyalty of the people is un-ç,
impeachable. Some may call us disloyal, but,
we abhor the very idea of annexation. We
have an abiding faith in the justice and honpr
of our Queen, cf the Parliament and peeie
of England; we believe we shall receive Jis-
tice at their hands; but if we do not, w at
then ? Who eau answer that question? There
is one thng that eau be said, that the free
people can never forget such an injury-thu
will Nova Scotis become discontented-the
Ireland of the New Dominion. In conclusion
I will only add that I have been sent here by
a large majority of the electors of the Coun-
ty of Antigonishe, by nearly the whole body,
I may say, to support any messure that will
have a tendency to effect the repeal of the
British America Act so far as Nova Scotis le
concerned. In accordance with the wishes of
my constituents, and with my own pledge to
them, I support the resolutions now before
the Bouse.

]DR. BRiOwN8s SPEECH.

Dr. BnowN said :-I cannot allow the pre.
sent occasion to pass without making some
observations on the question before us. I feel
that the present discussion has nearly ex-
hausted the subject, and that I eau add little
or nothing that is new and striking; etill I



hold it to be a duty every representative owes whigh ca swuiiow us up at mny moment.
to his constituents and to the country, to say The shrewd politians of the oll oeuntry
something on a question the most vitally im- tuly understand that in ca of wavhov im-
portant that has ever been debated on these possibleit would be te defend nst I dittnce
floors. My speech shall bave one merit at of 3000 miles aginst BU enemy with & mii-
least. It shall be short. I am a great ad- lion fighting men trained to ams, capable of
mirer of short speeches, although I know it being inereaed te live millions, possessing
is common to hear public speakers and their ample means, and ail the activity, energy
friends boast that they had spoken for two ana agaccty of the Anglo-Saxon race. They
or three or more hoqrs. The hearer's atten- know fullwelisch a conîest could have but
tion is very apt to flag after listening about the one nut-det and dishonor. We
half-an-hpur, and what follows je very likely are the veak spot cf thc Empire. Ttc great
to spoil the effect of the whole. I may say at Indian tenritomy, surnonnded by weak neigha
the outeet that I entirely approve of the Res hors, vilh its millions of native soidiers, la
solutions before the House. I have carefully capable, vith vemy litho aid, cf self defonce.
conned them over, and can find little or no The insutar position cf the great Pacifie Co-
fault either with the sentiment or the lau Ioules. Australia, Now Zcaad, cf Jamaica,
guage. They express in a plain and forciblo the Mauritins, and Che other eatemn and
style the feelings, the hopes, and the aspira- westenisies, maies thein defence easy. The
tions of the great majority of the people of sme May be aid cf thc Cape Colony aud ber
Nova Scotia. other Afnican possessions. whïch cest but

Why has this hateful connection been uttle anxiety or expense. It vould meem, that
forced and fastened upen us? I think I can in ttc selection and pianting cf colonies.
give some of thereasons. Canda wanted us. England alvays kept a caneful eye te Che ex-
She was in trouble; rhe could not reconcile pense f their maintenance and thein defence
the adverse and confl-eting sections of her witt the single exception cf the Nort Amer.
population; she needed our aid to strengthen ican Provinces, wbich vere thmown upen ber
the dominant party; ehe wanted us to help by the action cf the United States loyalists,
pay the interest on her debra, and to help ber witb scarcely the option cf metaining or me.
fight ber battle. They tad tried separation jecting them. We eau haiy vonden, then.
and Union, and many other experiments. and chat Englishmen think these North Arican
ended by coming to a dead lock. Another Colonies are a nuisance and a bore; let us
reason was that certain leading and ambitions maie a nation ef them, and lot tbem set up
men of this and the sister provinces thought for themeelves.
they saw in this measure the means of secur» I nov approacl a tender peint-I moan
ing to themselves a higher position, a larger the sentiment called loyalty. For My ovu
sphere, greater honors an4 emoluments than part, ne man couid te a more sincero ad-
this little province could Oifer. They cared mirer cf ttc British institutions than myseif.
not for their country; they were willing to I bave aivays sympathized witt British ai-
barter away its rights for their own aggran- mies ant generals wben ac war-and vith
disement. I am sure these designing men ber noble statesmen, ber pelities ant litera'
must have een that this measure could not turc when at peace. Wbat I have sait cf
possibly be for the public good. No sane myseif 'ail very genenaliy apply te nearly
man, who is not blinded by interest'or preju- ail the people of this Province. I de net
dice could, on calm reflection, see anything presure a people botter satisûi witb their
in it but public calamity., They hoped to a- pelitical, cemmercialaud social condition ex-
feet their purposes by the junction of the two istcd on the face of the eartb. I ar afrait I
great parties that have hitherto alternately muet refer te this malter as eue cf ttc past.
swayed the destinies cf the provinces. The factetatet have greatly changet the

Another reseon is'to be sought, I fear, in pepular enttusiasr. 1 fean this intense fee-
the position -of the Mother Country.; It seems ing ef ioysity tegins te water, sud I muet
clear, too clear, that Great Slritain 4rould be say I am net surpniset at it.
glad to solve the question, how she could Hou SPÂKi -I must eau yen te orden.
honorably get rid of us. I regret to be com Dr. BRowN-I must speai ry opinion
pelled to admit this, but I think it cannot be plainly sud distinctiy. I thiuk that loyalty
denied, looking at the speeches of her states- should te reciprocal, sud that ioyaity te our-
men in and out of Parliament, the outspoken selves le ttc fret great point. We sbould
opinion of a large and respectable portion of take cane cf ounselves, and Great Britain is
the press, and the general tone of public sen- as muet beund te te loyal to us Bs wO toton.
timent, that this is a just and fair conclusion. Loyalty is eflen ouhy anoiher name for hum-
If England really desired to retain this bug sud hypciey. If Great Bnîtain is un:
Province, our case would have received more willing te Cake came cf us vo muet oniy taie
consideration when brought before the two cane cf ourselves. Ttc ioarncd Speaker bas
Houses of Parliament. It is probable ehe is net callet me te ordem, but bas simply
beginning to perceive we are more trouble given me a gentle bint. Iu the liuse cf
than we are vorth, and think this Confede. Gemmons muet broader languago is usai.
ration scheme, whether it may bring good We fiud Mr. jnight eaying openiy and dis
or evil to us she careg not, will serve as a tinctly, if it pleases Nova Scetia te go te Che
decent pretext to cut us adrift. Another United State let hem go. W. fint anothen-
reason why Britain is willing to part with us, Hon. SPEA.ER-Mr. Bright may say vcry
le the difficulty of defending us. We are ut- rude things in ttc British Panliament-bo
terly unable to defend ourselves. These colo- dont break any mule; but I do not think the
nies are like a string of beads, strung along hou. mernte voult say Chat the peoplo are
ttc bondeo ca greht anti pod lful natioth, dioldy nov.
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Dr. Baown-According to my knowledge
of the'feeling in my own conaty there are
three-fourths of the people would prefer an-
nexation vith the United States to a con-
nexion with Canada.

Hon. Am Gnzaiu-Thst is true.
Dr. BaowN-Still they are quite willing to

remain as they have been. I find où reference
to a speech delivered by Mr. Rillam in the
year 1866, that he gives the remarke of a cer-
tain Mr. Oliphant, a member-of Parliament,
made at Sterling. In speaking of republican
institutions, he said :

" To hie mind there was no spectacle fuir-
nished by the world at this moment so inter-
esting as the 30,000,000 Anglo-Saxons work-
ing out by bard experience the unworked
problems of Republican Government. In the
firet place there -as no other race fit to cope
with those problems, or to understand the
-principles they embodied, but that to which
we sud they belong. Although he did'not
believe in them for this country, he did most
cordially believe in republican institutions for
America As an Enghshman he had no sort
of objection to the Monroe doctrine aud the
spread of Anglo-Saxon Republics al over
the American continent-the more the better.
There is no eason, because we are a consti-
tutional monarchy, and well satisfied to re
main so, that we should insist upon our colo-
nies, which had noue of the traditions or as-
sociations which had made us what we are,
adopting monarchical institutions after they
left us."

I will also quote from the saime speech a
conversation that took place between Lord
Jervis, the famous Admiral:

"Lord Brougham, in his lives of eminent
statesmen, says of Sir John. His sagacityno
man ever found at fault, while hie provident
anticipations of future events. He says we
shall see a remarkable example of this facul.
ty in a matter of deep interest at the present
moment. (1839. If of deep interest then,
how much deeper now)- When Lord Shel.
burne's peace vas signed, (1783,) and before
the terme were made public, he sent for the
Admiral, and showing them, asked his opin-
ion: "I like them very well," said Sir John,
" bat there is one great omission." "In
what 7" "In leaving Canada as a British
Province." " How could we possibly give it
up?" said Lord Shelburne. " How can you
hope to keep it ?" replied the veteran warrior,
with an English republic just established in
sight of Canada, and with a population of a
handful of English settlers among a body of
hereditary Frenchmen "It is impossible,
andsrely on it you only retain a running sore,
the source of endless disquiet and, expense."
" Would the country bear it?" " Have you
forgotten Wolf and Quebec ?" asked hie Lord-
ship. " Forgotten Wolf and Quebec?" No,
it is because I remember both. I served with
Wolf at Quebec; having lived so long, Ihave
had full time for reflection on this matter.
and my clear opinion is that if this fair occa-
sion for giving up Canada is neglected, no.
thing but difficulty in either keeping or re-
signing it, can follow "

There i one thing I may say in connection
with this question, and that i, the subject of
free trade between this province and the

United States is of more importance than ail
other questions; it strikes me that on it de-
pends the salvation of this country. I may
@ay a word or two with regard to the means
used to induce the House of Assembly to pass
this Act I hesitate, and it would be invida-
ous to- name the persond concerned in this
unholy bargain and sale of our rights. Cer-
tainly some gentlemen here recollect the
mode pursued to induce the members of this
House to vote against their express convic-
tions. I had frequent conversations with
gentlemen who voted for this' Act though
they had expressed themuelves strbngly as
possible against it previously. It is easy for
us to comprehend how this was brought
about. We know when the Union was as-
complished a large number of them obtained
their reward.

Then, again, others were gained by intimi-
dation. They were compelled to vote in a
certain way by a certain pressure. This pres-
sure, I recollect, was brought to bear against
me because I happened to have a brother in a
subordinate position in this County. The
leader of the Government at that.time made
me the subject of repeated, most savage, and
unjustifiable attacks. To prove this I may
appeal to some gentlemen now around these
benches. He tbought to coerce me into sub-
jection, but I was leu anxious for bis good
opinion and support than that of the electors
and citizena of Kings.

The means used to carry Confederation was
misrepresentation to the Bnitish Government
and Parliament. That is well known, and It
has been so much discussed that I need not
dwell upon it. Mr. Watkin bas been often
alluded to, and no doubt he and his Nova
Scotian coadjutors have been largely instru-
mental, by the use of unfounded assertions,
in fastening this curse upon us. Another
means was, by subsidiziqg the Press. We all
know what immense sums have been given to
certain publiehers during the past few years.
One person, you vill see from-the Blue Book,
received $15,000 for a period of niné months
ending June lut, and it is told by those who
should know, that $8,000 or $10,000- more
are included su other accounts, of whichthe
items are not stated.

What are the effects of Confederation ? The
firet is, we are injured financially, we lose
very largely indeed. I shall not enter into
details, for gentlemen who have preceded me
have gone into the subject fully. It is easy
for any man of common sense to see that the
expense that will result from the extensive
establishments kept up at Ottawa, with a Go-
vernor-General at its head enjoying a salary
of $50,000 and other offices in proportion, to
prove the extravagant and wasteful expendi.
ture of Canada Take the fact that a pros-
perous and fertile country, with natural re-
sources almost unsurpassed, contrived t
swell up a debt httle leu than that of the
United States, in proportion to population,
although the latter bas been engaged in
learful civil war of more than four year'
continuance. How can wehelp coming to th
conclusion that they are most extravagant
No doubt the inorease of our taxation will b
about 50 per cent above what it has been pr
viously. As au example of the extravagan
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etpenditures of Canada, 1 Vil give yon a iat
of the suuu paid in connection with the re-
motal of M seat of Government from Quebec
to Ottawa, in 1866:

From the "Public .lccounts of the Province
of Canada for the fscal year ended
30th June, 1866. Printed by order of
the Legislature, Ottawa."

Pald to D. Godley-Removal expemes
Gov. Gent. Secy's effices and staff
fren Quebec te Muntreai, sud
thence te Ottawa............. $4221.10

Do do--Gov. General's establishment, do.. 62000
B. A Mefedith--do Prov. Secy's office Que-

bee to Ottawa ................... 4,60503
0. B. Lane-do Prov. Begistrar's office, do. 2,31726
v 'D. Hsrtngteu-de Rex Ornerel',. de.. 286890
W. Diekenson-do Finance Depearn't. do. 3,27690
R S. M. Bouchette-do. do. do. Cutoms

Branch do...................... 3.320 50
T Nudean-do Bureau of Agricilture, do 985267
J. C Tache-do. Publie Works Deptut. do 3,49533
W 1. Griffu-de. Pos ance Deptint, deo 8,708 80
A Rue°' -d. . Oowu Baud Deptct do. 1824603
Cel Mefieugaii-de Milia Deptmt, de. 4,44723
J Y. Tayler-de Legisiatire Coancil, de 10136530
W. B Lindsay-.1o. Bouse of Assembly, do 20,27250
Craig & VaCi-do for removal o depa. e1

mental fumitore .. ...... . . ig 1190
Various smaller charges... ........... 76529
To Hon. Sir N. P Belleau-to enable him

to pay the en.ployees of the several
depar'ments of the Civil Governu
ment an addition of 20 percent. on
their orgin aowances. 22,62367

Te do-to enable hlm Ce psy ameunts
awarded by Special Commission
for losses sustained, &e, mucluding
double rents. on account of re.
moval of the seat of government.. 22.01978

$177,40947

Here you see that the total expense of this
removal amounted to the enormous sum of
8177,459. I think that a private individual
might have been engaged to do the same
amount of work for one tenth of that sum.
Another of the evils of Confederation is the
alienation of the affections of the people, but
I need not dwell on this subject. The pro-
phecy of the Confederate party was that
in a short time the people would accept
the situation as their neighbts of New
Brunswick had done. It appears te me the
popular feeling is intensified every day. In
this city you now hardly meet a person who
raises his voice in favor of Confederation. In
my own county it would be entirely uselees
for a Confederate to offer himself at the
hnstings. It is not that we have been de
frauded and deceived, but 'e have been in-
insulted-we have not bad the ordinary pri-
vileges of freemen. One of the greatest
wrongs connected with this Confederation ie,
that all the offices are filled up by persons in
whom the people -have no confidence-the
cufioms and excise, the post office, the lightao
bouse service, the judiciary, and almost every
other departmnent are controlled by the Gen-
eral Government, and filled up by servants
and favorites. and If we vaut any change in
connection with them we muet go all the way
to Ottawa, and most likely fail in our ap-
plication afterwards.

I wonder bow my friend, M1r. Blanchard,
can stand up and say that it le right that
these offices should be filled by a party that
forms only a fraction of the people of this

Province. In closing I will refer to an old
fable which I read with interest a long time
ago. Two pots, one earthen sud the' other
iron, agreed to take a voyage together; the
earthen pot was shy at irut, considering its
frail nature, to undertake Pit. But the iron
pot promised lits companion whatever hap-
pened to take care of it. The weather was
fine, and the two sailed along very gaily on
the amooth current for a while, but bye and
bye there came up a squalU, and the iron pot
came into contact with the. earthln pot and
knocked it te pieces. That will be the way
with us. If ve consent to make the voyage
with her Canada will sink us .1 conclusion, I
will only say that I hope that the applieation
for repeal that is now being made to England
will be successful. 1 do not kno* much about
governments and diplomacy, but I trust a
sense of justice will prévail with the rulers of
the British nation, and that we shall be re-
stored to our former happy condition.

DIU1. FEGISNMSPECH .

Hon. J. FEaussoN said.-.ince you, air,
have directly addressed me, I shall make a
very fet remarks. There is no doubt that
there is a deep feeling of discontent pervading
the whole Province in consequence of the Act..
of Union which bas been recently consum-
mated without the consent of the people. I
much mistake the people of Nova Scotia if
they do not resent it atsome time or another.
I don't wish to make any threats, but we can-
not conceal from ourselves the fact-for it is
palpable through the whole country and it
will be soon known in England-that never
was a greater act of injustice perpetrated on
a free people since the American revolution.
No regard was paid to the petitions we sent
home a short while ago. Now delegates axe
going acrosa the water to make known the
voice of the people through the constitutional
channel; that is, through this House; and
I have great faith in the sense of justice, in
the love of fair play, in the wisdom of the
people and the legislature and statesmen of
England, that they will do us that justice to
which we are entitled. I am confident that
the time is not fa'r distant when the Province
of Nova Seotia will be gratified by the know-
ledge that the obnoxious Act of Union, so far
as we are concerned, will be repealed, and we
shall obtain our rights and liberties, of which
we have been so unjustly deprived, and then
content and happines wil again prevail
among us as in times past.

naMR. vo IVG'4 S PEEC

Mr. YeuNG raid :-In ancient times it was
the custom for the younger senators to speak
first, and such appears te have been the case
to a certain extant in the present debate. I
have no intention, let me say at the outset,
to go into ihe financial part of this argu.
ment; the ?rovincial Secretary gave us al
the information that was necessary on this
particular point. All I dn say is that last
year we had both our pochets full of money,
but now we have little cr/nothing in then.
As respects the Cana4ian Parhsament, ae
what was the very first thing they did-they
added insult to injury; they send persons
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persons hera to take charge of our custom poison baga. A great mîny persona have
honses. A good deal bas been sid about such thingu; bnt tby keep them quiet; ho
the power of Parlisment. Parliament ha no unties bis mdisatters the contente broades;
doubt considerable power-it has been sid over the Buse. I hsve seen no much of the
that is able to do anything but make a man poison thit now I am nût frightened it it
a woman. It would be a pity that this am a
should be done now, for the poor girls find thît on poison, ad so it lest tt effeot
it difficult enough now to find husbands. But upon hlm.
the power of Parliamient ls limited to a cer-
tain extent : suppose it passed an Act to burn n a S au,
the city of Haliax It is said they could do
so; but could they sustain it by public opin- Mr PI1BDT eaid:-At tbis lats tage <f tha
ion? An Act juat as bad has been passed. debate, when the subjeat bas been exbaueted,
If they passed an Act to burn up al eul I wocld muah prefer giving i suent vote, but
bouses, we could rebuild them, if our ships lookieg ut the question in ail ils aspects, ad
are lost, we can make new onesi but liberty knowing the importance of the great issue
and freedom, once gone, are really lost One -bfore the country, I feel thît 1 would nothe
argnment against this measure, and the fully diechirging ey duty if 1 gave a sîlent
strongest, is that the people do not want it. vote. I shal not îttcmpt te make îny lengtby
The men who brought this inessure forward remarks, because it s alrcady pretty mucb
know as well as we do that we do not want it. exhîusted
They told dreadful stories on every occasion. 1 feel, sir, that the importance of tbe quel.
I remember one gentleman saying that the tien deinqnds that we Ehocld gîve lb a cîreful
Canadians owned 7,000,000 toms of shipping, conside-ation, and advancc evary important
whereas the fact i8 Upper Canada has not as idea that can ha brougbt eut, in order t4st
much shipping as Nova Scotia by a good the malter may be laid fairly hefors the coun-
deal. Icannot understand the action of the try aud hefore tbe Britisb Goverament te
late Legislature. The idea of men sent here whem we appeal I wiii mot detsin the
with certain powers voting themselves out of leuse at great lengtq. but I wish te review
power, and going back to their constituents the principal branches of the subtect. 0cr
and tellng tbem so, is a palpable absurdity. firât Asccbly met ie 1758,-wa weregoveru-
What would my constituents say if I told ed for yeire by an irresponsiblegovernment,
them that I had not only voted myself out of -the Governor surreunded hîmself vitb
power, but had also handed over their righte whom ha plessed, md the country bad no
to ethers? power to make him change hie councillors, s

Now I beleve that the expenditure of $20,- tbît the opinions ef bbc people veuld be re-
000,000 te connection with the Intercoloniat lected. It vas sean focnd that a governint
Railroad had a great deai to do vith the pas- of that kîcd dtd net prontte the presperity
sage of this measure. Certain person sviii of the coentry;-and the peout speke ont,
get big commissions. Then some people demai.ng a more jusI ad equitable distri-
lîked to have it said-they had got the rail- bution ot thepatronage ad power, and me-
way -notoriety is very dear to many per- qîîred ibat tbey ehocld have the centrol
sons-for instance, the man who set the Tem- wbicb rîgbbfulty belonged te tbem. I viii
ple on fire The Attorney Goceral told us we net delay to nirrata the means by wbîcb Ne-
beld our institutions from the Queen. If1 va Scotians at Ieugtb came te enîey the pri-
mistake not the Canadians had their repre- vileges of a frac people They had a right te
sentative institutions granted by theImperial a fiec govemnmnt,-they bad shewe theni
Parliament. There is a difference, therefore, selves a loyal people, sud bad atrîven bard te
between the two To think we should enter maintain the British flagtenIbis country
into Union with over a million of French The thirtet eli coles fei the Stamp Ad
Canadianes These people buy httle or no- errievous ce bear,-en its paga tbcy Mani-
thing, ns compared with ourselves; I know fested every sige et diepleasure aud regret,
it from my knowledge of the same cla-ss f acd tinally rebelled, but NovaoSotfaremaîned
persone in New Brunswick. A French auther loyal d truc aven te Ibis heur. tt shewed
bas said that France is the brain of the world; a leyalty le eut early bîstory le brtcging
but I don't know about that At all events, the mîlicia to defend Ibis city aI varions tues,
in my opinion, this Nova Scotia ts the brain aed vhiiet tht satîlers le he country dis
of Britosh North America In the feudal tricîs were elearing tait lacds mcd butlding
days loyalty was very well; but now-a-days their beuses vith e baud tbey vere defendu
there is a good deal of bread ad butter !ng their familles frontbe attacke ef the
about it. I think I am lo3 al myself, but I do Indiaus and other ecemies vitb tbe other. 1
not make so much talk about it as seome per- migbt alto natrate a long chapter et avents
sons; I show my loyalty by my acts As ocourring in 1812 ehen bbc war with the
respects these resolutions, I shall vote for United States broke oit, and eut people vers
them As respects Reptal, I hope we viii cali upon te suifer mauy privations Pri-
get it; but I am not so sanguine as some are vateers icfeeted Ibe toast, baraseîug our fisb,
If we do not get it, what then? Well, w ermen ad lestroyiug oct commerce, ad
bave to suffer, ve have to be a second Po. then, ir, eut Bouse cf Accently, altbougb
land; it will come to that The world may tht revenues were very aal, gave a large
pity us, but what good will that do? I would grant et money to aid tbc muitis, fittîngout
just say to this louse and to the people, mmd boîte, sud preparing for the defence,
every Nova Scotian who has a soul shouldinet cf enly our hon but of the British
etep forward and get rid of this hatefut Union lag on this aide of bbc Atlantic 1 am the
The bot. membar for Inverness talked about descendant oe Ihritieh eyits, mcd I the
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that the history of our country warrants us
in asking the justice which we are about to
demand of the British Government, and in
believing that our request will be heard.

I migh t go on to sbew that this country
bas not only been loyal, but that she bas been
generous. Look back at our early history,
and you will find that when fires occurred in
Boston, Montreal, Miramichi, and other
places, at various times, Nova Sotia contri-
buted freely for their relief. Not only so,
but when the hattle of Waterloo took place,
and the British soldiers had left widows and
orphans to be provided for, the loyalty and
generosity of this country was shewn by a
contribution that was honorable and band-
some. Yet we are told that because we stand
up, like men of a free country ehould, we are
disloyal. I trust the time has now arrived
when no man will dare to huri the slander
of disloyalty at the Anti-confederate party in
this Province. Loyalty dotes not surely prc-
vent a people from claimine their rights and
privileges. Among the other characteristics
of Nova Scotian's enterprise bas been promi-
nent. I might enumerate the principles of
trade, and shew that in none of them have we
been deficient. Method of government and
frugality of government might form another
branch of my argument by which I might
shew that we have been able to govern our-
selves in a most honorable and satisfactory
manner. Bravery might also furnish a topic
for remark for the brave and proud hearts of
Nova Scotians would never allow any aggres-
sor, single-handed, or in a multitude, to
trample on their rights. They have nerve
and manlinese enough to resist, and when 1
heard it said that our request for repeal will
be unheeded, and that the British Govern-
ment will carry out the Confederation Act by
means of the troops in the citadel, I feel that
they may crush out the free spirit of Nova
Scotians; but they will have something to
do which I trust never will be done. I trust
that the Government will never ask British
troops to fire on a Nova Scotiau, and I believe
that Nova Scotians will not require it, for,
with fair argument and common sense they
wili obtain from the British Governe
ment their rights as fret subjecte. It i
not worth while now to narrate st length
what has transpired from the time when we
were a Crown Colony. As intelligence advan-
ced, and our resources were developed, a
change was found to be necessary in the con-
stitution of the Province. I refer now to the
time when responsible government was oh-
tained-to the period when the Howes and
others came out and asked that the people
should have more freedom and power in their
Assembly, and that the government should
be carried on according to their wishes.
Those evente are well recollected and under-
stood in the country, but how was that
change obtained? It was by going honestly
to the country and asking the people whe-
ther they desired a change in their institu-
tions; goîng throughout the length and
breadth of the land; appealing to the sound
senue of Nova Scotians, and sking them to
elect men who would join in the demand for
more power and freedom. The demand was
made that the doors of the Council Chamber

13

should be unlocked, and though the Council
asserted its rights with a great deal of dignity
and force, yet those doors were opened by
pressure of public opinion. The Councillors
have ever since been under the public eye.

The British Goverument at that time gave
up something-they gave up the power of
taxing us and of appointing our Etecutive
Councillors without our consent, and vested
in this House the full control of the revenues;
we were allowed in short to govern ourselves
in the manner ve thought best. I might go
on to show that although from the time when
the firot tree was eut in Halifax to the tine
when Responsible Government was granted,
our progrees was slow. Yet from the mo-
ment when the people btained control of
their own affairs, our trade and resources
were developed, And the cònutry prospered In
a ratio far beyond what it bad schieved up
to that period. It was obvious to any one
that our own people ought to be betterjudges
of their own requirements than persons acrose
the water. I have said that our progresswas
slow since 1749 down to the time when Red-
ponsible Government was conoeded, and I
might cite many facts in proof of the asser-
tion; in 1816 the first coach went to Wind-
sor, in 1814 we had only three lighthouses,
in 1825 our population was only a little over
100,000. But when Responsible Government
was granted, and power given to the people to
control the Government, the country advan-
ced with a degree of prosperity which was
most honorable ta it. We immedistely coin-
menced building breakwaters and light-
bouses, improviug harbors, opening fret
roads, and building bridges, extending pos-
tal communication, and building railways,
and yet, until after Confederation, we had
no bread tax, no paper tax, no stamp sut,
our tariff was low, and yet our people were
incressing in numbers and In wealth. We
naturally enough looked about to set what
resources we had that could be developed;
we were nearly uurrounded by the ses, we
had harbors plentiful and good, timber was
convenient, and there was no renson why we
should not turn our attention to shipbuild-
ing. We did so, and the result is that Nova
Seotis owns more shipping in proportion ta
ber population than any country in the
world. I was struck the other day with a
statement which sbewed that in 1866 we own-
ed 3509 ivessels, of 400,895 tons, while New
Brunswick, Ontario and Quebec, forming
the great country which the Unionists would
have ns believe le a garden of Eden, owned
altogether but 2873 vessels, of 459,800 tons.
Let us govern our own country, and we will
develop our resources sud foter those inter-
eats which are mot congenial to the country.
Thel public records show that down to 1863
there took place in this Assembly constitu-
tional debates which are fresh in the minds
of most of ns, and I desire to draw attention
to what took place particularly in 1863.
Since responsible government was establilshed
aIl the publia grievances Were brought before
the people at the general election, and at
that date there were nd costitutional diffi-
culties, no grave publie errors, but the great
question before the country, whether honeetly
raised or not I will not stop to inquire, was
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that of ruirenchment. I put it to the Ilouse
that if there had been grievances they would
have been brought forward; but that seemed
to be the only question which the people
were saked to decide upon As a proof of
this I refer you to Dr. Tupper's letters and
speeches. In a letter dated May 16, 1863,
over hie own signature, be raises the issues
for the elections It is true that in that kt-
ter ho turns aside for the purpose of shpw-
ing that Mr. McCully was a man of most
abominable oharacter, tinctured and tsinted
from the crown of bis head to the soles of bis
feet when money and hie own advancement
were concerned; but ho puts forward as the
erest issue, "l taxation or retrenchment."
The people decideil, and teturned a large
party to the House in favor of retrenchment,
taking the issue su they found it placed be-
fore them. Then we come down to 1866, and
ta what more particularly concerns the sub-
ject under debate-the resolution on which
the Confederation Act is said to be based. To
my mnd that resolution lacks the essential
element of authority to the delegates to do
as 'they have done. The word "arrange"
did not authorize the delegates to accomplish
and complete an act; it merely put them in a
position to discuss and elimincte all the ar-
guments for and agamust the scheme, and to
put the matter in proper shape betore the
House. The delegates, under that resolution,
had a right to only "arrange"' the political
questions of the day-to bring the material
into shape; but the command remained in
the Legislature, and they were bound to come
back for final orders. Before the delegates
went to England there were no petitions, in
favor of the measure, but numerous petitions
against it; our condition was sound and
good, and the people lttle thought that so
great a change would be made without ask-
ing their consent. So it laid in my mind; I
was convinced that the delegates would never
thik of baving the act passed without con-
sulting the people, and I had too much con-
fidence ja the Imperial Parliament to suppose
that it would pas@ it undersuch circumstances.
To dwell upon aIl the aspects in which Nova
Sootian interests have been sacrificed would
be impossible for me at present, and it is not
so necessary since gentlemen have discussed
one point after another so fully in thibs de -
bata.

One of the points, however, which suggest
themselves, is the injustice done to us by not
baving the debts of the different Provinces
fairly and equitably adjusted. The debt of
NQva Spotihas been created by the building
of lighthouses, breakwaters, improving bar-
bQr, opening and maintaining free roads,
building free bridgea, railways, &o. Not one
dlclaar Qf our debt was caused by deficiency of
revenue to pay officials, whilst $22,000,000
of thç Canadiau debt was incurred for bor-
rowed money to meet current liabilities, and
of course bas no equivalent asset. It has al-
ways been a grave question witlh me whether
the Brtish Government, not being liable for
our debtu, can control our assels, and Vîppn
thispoint I might rofer to the remrk of Earl,
Gosford, who said that the debt of Canadsi,,
not being under the cntrol of .the British
Parliament, the question could not be touched

by that body. I think there is a fair ques-
tion for dI.euosion in that suggestion. I will
now turn tiention to what this Assembly
and the people have been doing for the last
thirty years Have they been nculcating no
leading principles of Government? They
have in 1836 the policy of consultîng
the pcople at ti e polle was announrced; Mr
lowe advocated the introduction of Reepon-

sible Government, the people accepted the
principle, and the electoLus resulted in a ma-
jority to carry out that policy. In 1837 the
issues respectinge Responsible Government
wcere fairly before the people, and the ques-
tion was whether the country should continue
under it or recede. It decided to continue.
We arc then down to 1850 when the House
had under consideration a bill respecting the
Legislative Council It was thouîght by some
that the Counoil should be made elective, and
a discussion arose on that issue This House
at that early date enunciated the principlo
that in a change so material the opinions of
the people should be ascertained A resolu-
tion was carried in these words:

' Therefore Resolved. That it would be premature
ln this Bouse to express ana opinion on no material a
change tn our Provincial constituîon, and that the
sentiments of the peoie tiereon ought to be first
of al avcertalned "

Here then this Legislature passed a resolu-
cnon confirming indelibly the principle that
not even a change in the Legislative Council,
makiug it an elective instead of an appointed
authority, should take place without an ap-
peai to the people at the polls Then again
'n 1851 the same principle was established,
when the House of Assembly had again un-
der consideration the question of an Elective
Council. After debatîng several days, a reso-
lation was reported from Committee of the
whole The following is an extract : " This
House is of opinion that it is wise to defer the
consideration of o organic a change in the
constitution uutil the general election shall
have been held during the present year;"
which passed, and established the polîcy again
of consultîug the people at the polls It
would be worth while to scan the policy of
the leading men of this country for the past
few years Dr. Tupper bas been one of these
leading men, and I will therefore be right in
criticising his public acts and endesvoring to
ascertain the ideas ca which he acted. In
1859 he advocated strongly the principle that
we should not accept the railway guarantee,
and faisten a railway system on the country
without going to the polls. Does not that
show that his conviction was in favor of
giving the people the freest and widest ex-
pression of opinion on any important
change? In 1861, during a constitutional de,,
bate, we find him again expressing a similar
opinion, and bringing in petItions tallying
with his views Those petitions enunciated
the principle that though the measepres of the
government might be sgpported by a small
numerical nupntier in the Houeç,, yet when
the pepple o itBide expressed di;ferent' views,
it was the'duty of the Governor to interpose
bis 'preiogative, dissolve the House, and let
the people be heard. That convinces me that
Dr. Tupper's mind was imbued with the idea
of the power whioh the people ought to pos.
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hie opinions in this resolution " that on the
eve of a general clection it would bc as un
wie as it was inoperative to pit the resolu-
tion now before us "

Here again rhe thought it was a sound
principle to a low the peopleo t decide for
themselves I miht go through the letters
and speeches of M~eers McCully and Archi-
bald, and shew that they expressed the same
desire to let the people rule, but I will not
trouble the Ilouse with further remarks on
that ibranch of the subject, atid will come
down to the action of the delegates ln'En-
land in England. lie I may say it becomes
necessary that there should be put on record
the fact that when politicians undertake to
tamper *ith the rights of a free people they
must suiffer, as the just consequences of their
acts, disgrace, shame, ignominy, and con-
ignment to private lfe. This view of the

case should be put plainly forward.
We find after the delegates went to England

something stated in the Queen's Speech,which
no honest man in this Province will endrse :
"that the delegates represented aIl parties
and opinions in this Province." I think
there is no man with hardihood enough to
assert that Archibald and McCully led at that
time the old Liberal party in this Province
It is true that years ago when the party lines
were drawn they did lead the Liberal party
to a certain extent, but they did not in Eng.
land represent the opinions of that party.
The Confederation scheme destroyed aIl party
lines ln this country, and when to-day I look
around those benches and see Liberals and
Conservatives joined hand in hand to free
the country from the Confederation Act, I
fel that all party tics are broken, and that
the people have come together for a common
protection. The statement therefore that the
delegates represented al parties was untrue
If I am asked for further proof of my asser-
tion, I point to the history of the Quebec -
scheme -The delegates went to Quebea and
prepared their soheme in secret,-they re.
turned, and by the action of an honest Prince
Edward Islander, the people became aware of
its nature. As soon as the public got hold
of it. meetings were held, the scheme was
condemned, and Archibald and McCally
were likewise condemned as the prominent
men of their party. And yet after that they
dared to go to England, and claim to repre-
sent the opinions of the old Liberal party ln
this country, and caused such a statement to
be put in the Queen's Speech. It was patent
to every one that the Quebec soheme was con-
demned as not being what the country want-
ed. I will neit turn attention to what oc-
curred in the House of Commons, and with
all respect for that body that it deserves,
with no desire to use a harsh expression con-
cerning any man, I must say there is a re-
sponsilbility resting upon every one of us to
call ithings by their proper names, and to
speak our true feelings. We look at what
took place in the British Parliament, and
stand aghast at the statements made and
means used to paso this Act Does any man
pretend to say that there the truth prevailed,
or that car delegates discharged their duties
faithfully ? Who was Dr. Tupper ? Was he

not as it were our sentinel-the representative
of our Government, bound by the ties of duty
to speak the truth, nay sir, to speak the
whole truth and nothing but the truth ?
What, then, was the truth which hewas called
upon to state ? In the discussion in the House
of Commons the fact came out that the ques-
tion hat not been submitted to the'people at
the polls. Mr. Bright enunciated the peln-
ciple that before so material a change ln the
constitution could be made, tearihg 'p outr
old constitutions and forming new nues, the
people should ln justice be cobenlted. That
announcement struck the ear of Mr. Watkin,
who was supporting the measure, as requir-
ing an answer. and although he vas trying
to press the bill through at all hazards, cara
liig httle for us and much for Canada, he
thought it necessary to consult Dr. Tupper
about the facto Dr. Tupper's statement of
the matter at Truro was something to tbis ef-
fet •"Mr. Watkin left his seat, came over
and spoke to me, we went aside and con-
versed, &c " It is plain that Mr. Watkin
desired to know whether the meaure bad
ever been before the people or not, and he
should have bad a prompt and candid reply.
According to Dr. Tupper's own statement,
Mr. Watkin got from him an answer, and it
is not pretended that Watkin even conversed
with any other person on the subject at'that
time except Dr. Tupper. After consultation,
he returned to bis seat, and made a state-
ment which we al know to be untrue.

The SPEAKER suggeste that it would be
better not to discuss the proceedings in an-
other Parliament.

Mr. Puann continued-The anîswer whiqh
Mr. Watkin gave is on record, and any nan
can read it for huimself. I shal be clearly in
order in saying that Dr. Tupper should have
been there as the guardian of our rights and
interests, bearing our commission, and in
the discharge of his duties if ho heard a man
state an untruth he should have corrected
that untruth-he should have stated that the
question never was submlled to thepeople at
the polis.

(The usual bour for recets having arrived,
the House adjourned and resumed at three
o'clock, when the debate was resumed, and
Mr. Purdy continued.)-It bas beencontend-
ed that Dr. Tupper's answer to Mr Watkin
was basei on a lecture delhvered in St John
by the former; that lecture, then, bas some
prominence on this question. I cannot say
whLt its contents were, foy it was neyer puh-
lished or circulated in this Province. I find,
however, in referring to the Colonist of that
period, some extracts from the press of New
Brunswick which ahow pretty well what the
views entertained there on the subject were.
The Colonist, which was the exponent of
Dr Tupper's opinions, copied this extract
from the St. John Mornw ,g News :-

« The lecturer was a fair type of the displeased or
disappainted Conservative. It was evident, from the
moment he itepped off neutral polîtical ground, that It
was his intertion to have a desh at somebody, and If
he could not succeed in the tournament to unhorse
his adversaries, indulging in certain foolsh political
notions of their own, hi would at leat te able to
shiver a lance over the backs of his audience-let
people know at all events what he thought of dema-
gogues, govetnotrs, and colonial s'avery. The btthe
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ci the lecture implied that responsible government
wa a delusion, that governors have too much power,
that colonists were Lied hand and foot to the chariot
wheels et Downing utreet, that our statesmen were
nobodies; that beyend the limita of their respective
provinces they were unknown; that England enubbed
us at every turn, and when Fie had a treaty to make
with a foreign power the coloniei were regarded with
contempt, and their territories and fIlshing privileges
taken away from them."

I will not weary the House vith lengthy
extracts, but I wish to direct attention brief-
ly to the circumetances surrounding the po•
litical questions of that day, for I belleve
that such a view will shew the justice of the
remarks which I have quoted, Dr. Tupper
was fresh from a constitutional debate in
which he imagined that the grievances were
entirely on hi. aide. I deny that at that time
ha had within his brain any practical ides
about the Union of the Colonies, and if I am
asked for the proof, I reply that immediately
after delivering the lecture alluded to, te de-
livered a lecture to another audience in Port-
land, tSt. John), not on a confederated
Union of the Provinces as a whole. but on a
legiulative Union of the Maritime Provinces
ouly. If he were consistent in the one lec-
ture ho was not in the other, and thus the
remarks of the .N'ews are justified It may
seem out of place to refer to this matter, but
it should be remembered that on these lece
tures ha. been based the argument that the
people at the polle had taken the subject into
consideration, which is not true. Mucli bas
been said on the constitutional branch of the
argument, but as I not a lawyer, I cannot
be expected to deal very fully with it I
would however direct the attention of that
great constitutional laW.1er the leader of the
opposition, to the remarks of Mr. Adderly,
in the iouse of Commons. Referring to an
Act passed in the previous session, he said •

" In 1861 Nova Scotia took the lead in promoting
the scheme of union, and was thi firet to propose that
delegates should be sent to this country, to confer on
the subiec, with the then Co'onial Mmister th i Duke
or Newcastle who promised tha', if the di-re of the
colonies for the union were clearly made out the pro-
position would be taken into carefal consideration by
this country ite mentioned this circumstance, be-
cause it had been recently acserted that the Govern-
ment at home had pressed this matter on reluctut
Colonies In consequence of the Duke of Newcastle's
reply to the proposai of the Legislature of Nova 2cotia,
that colony, together with the other maritime pro
vinces, proposed at the end of 1864 to hold a confer-
ence, and then for the first time Canada came forward
asking to be permitted to form part of the conference
It was material that that fact should be borne in
mind, because it had been stated that Canada had, for
its own local purpose, urged the measure on the small
er provinces. It had been said that the difficulties of
Canada had been the cause of the proposai for the
union It certainly was true that at that moment
Onada had constitutional difficulties to contend with,
but they were no more the cause of the proposition for
the union of the provinces than the divorce of lIenry
VIII was the cause f the Reformat on, though they
might have been acte wh ch precipitated what all
desired ''

I take it for granted that Mr Adderley had
in hie mind the faot that the Colony had re-
presentative institutions, and therefore con-
cluded that its people had a right to be con-
sulted before their constitution was broken
down. Some persons think that we had no
right to discuse the propriety of the Union
Act, but that we muet take just whatever the

British Government may choose to give us.
With aIl due deference to the wisdom and
forethought of the statesmen who were enga-
ged in the passage of the Act, I submit that
we should be allowed to express an opinion
upon the Act itseilf, and upon ite details. I
could refer back to shew that the policy of
the British Goverument tas not always beau
the best. and that they have made mistakes
which they afterwards admitted. For exama
ple their polîcy towards the thirteen Colonies
was not a wise one. Referring to the Confe.
deration Act, I find in the clause respecting
the Intercolonial tailway, something which
goes to prove that the delegates exceeded
their authority under the resolution of our
legielature This clause appears in the Act
au the consideration in a bond, and is as fol.
lows:-

" Inasuch as the Provinces of Canada, Nova Sco
tia and New Brunswick have loined in a Declaration
that the construction of the Intercolonial Railway cs
essential to the donsolidation of the Union of British
North America, and to the assent thereto of Nova Sco
tLa and New Brunswick, and have consequently
agreed that provision should be made for its Immedi
ate constpuction by the Government of Canada.
Therefore, in order to iîve effect to that agreement,
it chall be the duty of the Government and Parla
ment or Canada to provide for the commencement,
within six months after the Union, of a railway con
necting the River St Lawrence with the city otialifax
in Nova Scotia, and for the construction thereof with
out intermission, and the completion thereof, with all
practicable speed "

It vould appear from that that the dele.
gates accepted the terme which they got in
coneideration of the railway, and if we leave
that clause out the inference in that their as-
sent would not have been given. No person
authorized the delegates to make the railway
the consideration for Union-before they did
so some one muet have had the right to be
consulted, and the question is who should it
have been ? I answer that in my belief the

-people, whose destinies were in the hands of
these men, whose interests for weal or for
woe were to be affected. Phould have had an
opportunity of adjudicating on the whole
matter. But ut le urged by many that be-
cause certain leadîug men were in favor of
Confederation, therefore there was necessity
for consulting the people. With ail respect
for the learning and discretion of the mem-
bers of ithe learned professions who favor
Union, I take it for granted that they ean
hardly claim to be able to judge of what our
farming intereste require, so well as the 48,%
000 farmers, head of familhes, do know
what in likely to affect their interest as well
as doctors and lawyers. Agaîn, would you
exclude the 16,000 mechanics of this Provu
ince, the merchants, and al those who repre-
sent the industry, trade snd commerce of the
country from saying what affects their in-
terests? Would you take from our 15,000
fiuhermen the right to have their voice in a
matter so deeply affecting their welfare?
Must the rights of all these classes be disposed
of upon the apse dtxtt of a few individuals,
however learned and intelligent they may be ?
Responsibility in this matter muet attach to
somebody, and who was it that prevented the
people from being consulted? Whowere the
men who were bold enough to take hold of
the constitution and stifle the voice of the
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electors of this country? Bold men they
muet bave been who useurped the function o t
every man in the Province. They were the
men who advocated the principle of going to
the polis with every important mesure,-
ome of them bad placed on record that reso-

lution declaring that no change should take
place even in the Legislative Council without
the people being consulted When they under-
took te undermine the constitution, to usurp
the rights and stifle the voice of Nova Scotia,
they should have shrunk from the responsi-
bility, and asked themselves "I re we the
men to seize upon the liberties of the people
after aIl the pledges we have given, turn re-
creant to the trust reposed in, and prPvent
them from being heard at the poll P" I
have asked " who are the men ?" I mention
first the name of Dr. Tupper, not because it
gives me any great pleasure to do so, but be-
cause I hold him responsiblo in the first de-
gree. Being the leader of the Government,
he, of ail other men, should not have been
guilty of this arbitrary exercise of aulhority
If it i asked how he came to b in power I
answer that when the delegates to Charlotte-
town bad got permission of the Governer
General to ueo to Quebec, there to arrange
the terme of Union, he, as leader of the Gov-
ernment, sbould have said "no, the people
have never been consulted, and I will not go
unless it is understood fairly that the people
will ho heard before the matter is decided on."
Agate, he went voluntarily to England on
the delegation,-could ho not then have said
to the House of Assembly, " I will accept the
introduction which the resolution of this Le-
gislature will give me, but a clause muet be
put in which will bring the matter back to
the people at the polle." Nor is that all,-
when e went to England and decided on the
scheme, even supposing ho considered it a
gotlt one, he should have considered the
rights of the people, and made a provision in
the Act by which they would have been con-
sulted And, coming down to a late stage,
if the truth had been tolJ by Mr. Watkin in
the House of Common in answer to Mr.
Bright's remarks, the operations of the Act
would have been suspended until it came back
for ratification Where le the authority for
such a course? basbeen asked.

The Leader of the Opposition refers us to
the Corn Laws, the Emeancipation Laws, and
the Roform Bills. Perbaps his reasoning
upon this point may be sound, but it struck
me as being a piece of special pleading te say
that because the British Parliament parsed
measures lîke those, it could paso an act like
that which brought about Confederation, de-
stroyîng our Constitution and affecting every
intereet of the country True, those enaot,
mente altered, to ome extent, the represen-
tation of the country, but the highmindedness
and honor of British statesmen called upon
them to deliver a portion of their people from
injustice. Englishmen have ever been jealous
of their rights, and so are we After those
measures had been passed the Parliament still
remained; it could have repealed them and
restored matters to their old condition. This
Confederation Act, on the contrary, takes
from us the power of altering the laws to suit
our Province.

Coming down to a later date we bave had
cited as a precedent the unionof Cape Breton
Now we know that if a witness is put Into the
box he is considered guilty of perjury if he
fails to tell the whole truth The leader of
the Opposition, when he quoted that piece-
dent, should have told us fairly that Cape
Breton had no Legislative Assembly. Agan
the union of the Canadas was effected after
the rebellion ere, and when commissioners
were exercisin mihtary authority. Surely
these instances bear no comparison to our
case. we werein peace and prosperity, legis-
lating according to our constitution, with no
sign of quarrel or rebellion. Precedents upon
our side of the question have been cited in
numbers, the case of the other colonies, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland being proof of the way In which
our people would have been treated if the
Legislature had acted fairly. I think, how-
ever, that the challenge to cite precedents
came from the wrong quarter-precedents
sbould come from those who seek to îustify
the charge that bas been made. We asked
no change, and those who urged it sehould
be prepared with precedents to establsh their
authority for what they did. It je bard te
find cases exactly in point, for in the bistory
of no country possesing representative insti-
tutions bas there been such an attempt to eub-
vert the constitutton. Precedents which do
not apply to the condition of affairs estab
lished wherr the principle of Responsible Gov"
ernment were conceded are not in point, be-
cause the Imperial Government, having
granted us certain privileges, will not revoke
them. It bas been clearly ehewn that impor-
tant measures bave from time to time been
submitted to the deciaion of the people at the
pulls, and surely that is the course whibch
should bave been followed in this instance.
It may be considered out of place for ie, a
layman, to refer te any legal point, but I have
found one reference which seeme to me to be
applicable to tbis question In 1825 the Brit
imb Parliament passed an Act, chap 114, con-
taining a clause worded In such a way that
it will not be denied that thereby some rights
were conceded to us, and if that be the case
the Union Act cannot be successfully defend-
ed as constitutional. It bas not inaptly beet
said that this Union Act was good for those
who advocated it Perhaps if we scarch ail
the records of history we cannot tnd a mea-
sure which holdo out so many rewards for its
friends. The ystem of increased salaries and
multiplhcation of offices was one of the most
objectionable features of the scheme, next to
that which destroyed our powers of legisla-
tion I need not descant at great length on
the loss which Nova8cotia wili experience by
the change,-we lose our public vorke of
nearly every description, and although we
go into the Confederation with nearly an
equal debt, yet there id in point of fact no
comparision between the debt of the Canadas
and of Nova Sceotia, for ours does not repre-
sent a dollar of defcoiency, while that of Can.
ada represents twenty-two millionu of revenue
deficit.
, I wili now briefly allede to the operation

of this Act ince the lst of July. One of the
main arguments of those who supported



Union principles, was, that although our re
presentation was emali, yet our power and
influence would be equal to that which con-
trolled the former Canadian Government, and
would, therefore. be equal to our wants But
when we look at the history of the Dominion
Parliament we see how inadequate that repre-
sentation bas been found We see that our
rights have been disregarded, an injurious
tariff has been enacted, and our representf.
tives, even when aided by those of New
Brunswick, were powerless to effect any
change when the members from Upper and
Lower Canada combined against them. Look,
again, at the policy of that Parliament re-
specting our coal. When we asked for a small
duty on American coal, we were told that for
the Canadians to tax themselves for our bene-
fit wuuld be preposterous. One great charac-
teristic of our Government bas always been
economy,-we incurred no debt beyond what
was necessary for our public works, and pre-
sented a fair example of the benefits of repre-
sentaive institutions; but the policy of the
Union Act is to create à large and expensive
Government, with extravagance prevailing in
every brancb of the public service. The Le-
gislative Assembly of Canada bad more clerks
and pages than members, and so on through-
out the other Depa'rtments Some remarks
were made to the effect that if Repeal was obh
tained it would injure the prospects of the
rà lway to New Brunswick. I will not detaîn
the House further than to mention the bare
facts of the case: that the railway can be built
without Confederation and without an in-
creased tariff. is, surely too plain to require
discussion. The branch from Truro to Am.
herst was put under contract some two or
three years ago, and as our revenues were
then considered sufficient to meet the subsidy,
I take it that I need not labor the argument.
The Annapolis road is to be built by subsidy,
and the trunk lne would be far more advan.
tageous to a CompanY who would undertake
it But a still stranger fact is, that so late as
June last, within the time that Confederation
was to take effect, a Company actually did
make an ofler to build the road on the ternis
of the old contract I have no doubt, there-
fore, that the road eau be built as soon as
New Brunswick il ready to connect with us,
porovided our financial affaire are restored to
their former condition. We have always been
ready to connect with New Brunswick and
Canada, and the fault bas lain with them, by
not performing their part of the agreement.

Iu bringing my observations to a close, I
wish to make a few remarks on the election
of 1867. It bas been said by some that the
question of Confederation did not enter large-
ly into the consideration of the people at that
election. I think that the facts are too plain
to require much discussion ; if we are to
judge by the amount of government influ-
ence used to defeat the anti-confederate party,
we have a pretty good guide as to the strug-
gle which the friends of union made to carry
their principles. Falise arguments innumer-
able bad to be met; the people were told that
we were not going to have the Canadian tar-
iff, and it bas turned out that the only alter.,
ation has been in lowering the duty on
liquors and raising that on the necessaries of

if In referring to the influences brought
tf bear in Cumberland, it may not b amips
for me to state how it was that two unioniste
)hould have been elected there I undertake

to dtechare that but for the goverument infla
ece and the unfair means of every kind
uict he u*orniots would have been swept off
ite ho ird What was the position of affairs
in Canberland ? I derlared for repeal, and
that is the policy which the county favours
this day, altlioig, Dr Tuîppersecured aseat,
and aho a gentleman who sit, here. I had
not wealth or influence in my tavor; the votes
which were given for me were given volun.
tarily, while in favor of our opponents means
such as were never hetore practised on any
people were brought into eperation The
same may be Eaid of other counties The
road moneys have bern laid under contribu-
tion without the authority of the House;
salaries were increased in the same way, and
other shameful devices practised to secure
support The bon. leader of the opposition
is a confederate, and I may fairly aik how
it is'that Inverness sende a man to occupy
the position? I find that mi tbat county
only 800 votes out of 2000 were polled for
union; and, without gong inta a discuirmon
which will come on more properly hereafter,
I may say that Inverness, like Cumberland,
is anti-confederate at beart. The leader of
the opposition bas complaîned a good deal of
being oblged alone to combat the arguments
of uo many gentlemen on this side of the
question. Be bas himself to blame for his
position, and is therefore entitled to no sym-
pathy When I heard his complaints the
other day, I was reminded of one we read of
who called for a drop of water to cool bis
parched tongue, the bon. member may weep
and wail and bemoan himeolf, but the fault
is his own. The rights of the people have
been trampled on, and any one who goes to
his succor and support muet take his life in
his band as he crosses the gulf of public
opinion. Every man here bas a solemu duîty
to d1Echarge, and I trust that duty will be
faithfully done What are we here for to-
day To obtain the repeal of the Union Act
so far as it affects us, to assert the rights of
the people, and to demand the privileges
which the British constitution extends to us
When the vote is taken, these duties will be
discharged in a way that will do honour to
the House and to the country. Let me say,
finally, that whatever decision may be arrived
at, the result affecta not only us but every
British colony. Hereafter, whenever the pri-
vileges of any people are invaded, the pre-
cedent of the violation of our constitution
will be urged; and thereforeit i to the inter-
est of aIl the colonies to assiet us in our
struggle for repeal,

Mr. DocETrc said: Mr. Speaker, at this
late bour, I will not detain the House by any
lengthened observations of mine. In the
name of the people which I have the honor
to represent, I repudiate the British North
America Act as unconstitutional and oppres-
Pive, and calulated to reduce the people of
this once happy province to a stafte of servi-
tude and degradation. With these few re-
marks, I shall support the resolutions laid on
the table by the bon Attorney General.
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The Ilouse met at 3 o'clock, p. m

MISCELLANLOUs

lon ATTY Gi'anAÂ, presented a petition
from a number of Indians of the Bras d'Or
Lake, praying for relief

Hqu Mr. ROBERTSON, as chairman of the
com ittee on éhe Inverness election, asked
leavo'for the committee to adjouri to Monday
next 4t 11 o'clock. Leave granted.

Mr. NORTHUP presented a petition fromt
John Goose and others for money t: expend
ou a ro4d.

flou -r. FLYNN presented a petition for a
grant of money to build a bridge

Mr NkaSTIUP presented a petition fron
John Whie and others, of Muaquodoboit, for
a grant of money; also, a petition fron Pres-
ton in refer'ence to the school law. The latter
was referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. WcITÇ presented a petition against any
material alteration of the achool law.

Mr KInSTolN presented a number of peti-
tions for grants of money on roade and
bridges.

Mr. YouNo presented a petition in refer-
ence to the ferry between Windsor and Hants-
port.

Mr. MoRnsoN presented a petition from
Geo. Lcister and others for money to build a
bridge over Salmon River; alse, s petîtion for
a railway station at Salmon River.

Hon Mr RoBERTsoN laid on the table ine
formation asked for in reference to the los-
pital for the Insane

The adjourned debate was resumed

ME]iU. COPELANMB'1 iSIPIEEi0U.

Mr. COPIELAND said -Mr. Speaker, with
your permission I rise to ofler a few remarks
upon the great question of Confederation,
new before the House. But as the gentlemen
around these benohes have so fully and ably
discussed the question already, I will not at
this late period of the debite occupy much of
your time.

I bave the honor of being one of the repre-
sentatives of the second most populous coun-
ty in the Province, and if your take into con-
sideration its vast mineral resources, I believe
the first county in the Province, and as re.
presenting such a county I do not think I
would bu doing justice to mself or those
who sent me were I to give a silent vote, i
desire therefore in a few words to express my
hotilty to the British North America Act,
aisO to the fraud, deceit and treachery by
whieh it was carried.

I believe, air, that such an Act as the Brit-
ish North America Act, affectiug as i does
the interest of the people so matei ially-sauch
an overturn of their constitution-should
bave been r.ferred to the people at the polla;
and the parties who s eystenatically pre-
vented the people fromd pasîisg on it, commit-
ted a very grievous injury ou the people of
this Province, and perpetratel an sut which
will forever band their names down to pos-
terity as men who have wantonly trampled
upon the rights and liberties of a fret people.
And I believe there was too much honesty and

sense of fair play lu the Btltiah Parliament
to pass such au Act if they bad not been de-
ceived by the delegates, and made to believe
that the people of Nova &otia were in favor
of it

But, sir, when an opportunity was at last
presented to the people they arous In the mna-
jesty of their strengtb, and bave declared in
a voice of thunder that they abhor the Brit-
ish North America Act-the fraqd by which
it was carried, and the treachery of the men
who perpetrated the deed.

Nova Scotis a small in extent, but rich in
resources; why, air, juit but glance at her
fishertes, her vast mineral wealth, ber gold.
ber iron, ber coal, ber ahippîug. ber mer-
cantile capabilties, and ber near proximity
to Europe; and I think, sir. that yon will
agree with iue that Nova Scote& is the mont
important part of North America in propor-
tion to ]te sîze

Sir, I am a Nova Scotian, posetssing, I
truit, al1 the feelings of a Briton I am
proud of my native country-proud of the
mighty Empire of which we form a part, and
loyal to my Queen and Sovereign But, air,
f will neyer su>mit willingly to have my
righte sand lîberties swept away, and handed
over to the tender merces of the Canadians,
to be nothing better than " hewers of wood
snd drawers of water" for them. Sir, I feel
that my countrymen possese the sane feelings
with regard to this matter, that I do myself,
and that nothing but force and coerciona
will cause them to submit to the B N. A
Act, and that they will embrace the very first
opportunity of gettime free from it. I shall
therefore moet heartily give my vote foi the
resolutions submitted by the Horn. Attorney
General, knowing that in doing so, I am not
only fulfilling the desires of my own constitue
ents, but expressing the viewse of the people
of the whole Province; and with a firm be-
lef that the British Parlhament will, on the
facts being made known to themn, grant the
people of Nova Scotia what they desire, and
without which nothing else will sativfy them,
that cs a repeal of the B N A. Act, in sO far
as it refera to Nova Scotia.

.111. WH1TEM ,EE%4

Mr. WgurE said-SQ much bas been ad-
vanced on this question that it ce with the
greatest ermbarrassment that I riae to address
the louse. To give a silent vote on the re-
solutions, however, wbuld not be congenial
to my feelings or conststent with the duty i
owe the people of the important county who
have honored me with the trust I bave un-
dertaken Not only has a great deal been
said on thie subject, but much has been sO
ably said that my embarrasement arises not
so much fro what I should say as from
what I should leave unsaid Promising not
to occaupy the time of the House at any
length, I will advert to one or two matters
which occupy my mmd in connection with
the history of Confederation. We all know
somethcng of the bistory of Canada, and a
glance at that history shows that she bas
been laboring under serious disadvantages
for thirty years past-disadvantages partly
entailed by ber system of representation,
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Which was established with the treaty of
peasce which followed the rebellion That
treaty would not have been acceded to by
Upper Canada unless the representation had
been framied according to her wishes. Lower
Canada baving then the largest population.
The result was that equal represebtation was
made the basis of the treaty. This gave rise
to nearly al the difficulties which Canada
bas since had to encounter. Not very long
ago we saw a Government formed there
which lasted but two or three days, owing to
the equal systemn of representation. This
difficulty led to the conception of the present
scheme, the basis of which is representation
by population It is true that the Canadian
politicians bad almo an cye to the revenues,
but their main object was to remedy the po-
litical diffioulties which their system of re-
presentation entailed This may have suited
Canadian poloy, but in common with thos
who have preceded me te this debate I protest
against it as far am Nova Scotia is concerned
I was struck with the argument of the ion.
member for Inverness the other day, when,
in support of the constitutionalty of the
measure, he instanced the repeal of the Corn
Laws and the Emancipation of the Catholics
in Engiand Every one knowes that the men-
ber. of the British House of Commons re-
ceived instructions time and again on these
questions from their constituents The Ca-
tholic Emancipation Act, it muet also be re-
membered, only extended the privileges of
the people; it did not restrict them It aimed
a blow at the prejudices of the age, but not
at the constitution itself It did not transfer
to another country the revenues of Great
Britain, nor did it extinguish the Lords and
Cominons, and that intance is therefore not
at ail analagous. The mode of passtng Con-
federation has been much commented on, and
very properly so, for even if the measure
were good, the manner in which it was
passed would have been reprehensible. So
was the conduct of some of its supporters I
will not travel out of my own county to il
lustrate this, but will refer to an address de.
livered in 1865 by Mr. Bourinot, my prede-
cessor in this House. After an earnest re-
monstrance against that measure, ho con-
clided by sayîng -

i Now that the people should be told tht they were
to have nothing to do with deciding so important a
question ns changing the constitution cf the country
but that the Rouse conid deal with it irrespective n'
the wishes of those they represented, was something
most pre; esterons to propound in a country like thie,enJoying the principles of Responsible Government-
where the people are the fountain of all authority
The Provincial Stcretary must have known that the
House was elected under our'existing constitution, and
could not change it witUout consulting those thît
elected them Yet the Provincial 8ecretary was quite
ready to strike down ail existing rights and privileges
enjoyed by this people, e order that he might march
on to Ottawa But far and wide the spirit of the peo
ple asserted itself Little hy little a feeling arose
whici upread over thetength and breadth of thi
Province, and showed the Oovernment that they roust
cause in their rash career In my own county et
ftr t much indifference was felt on this question, but
as the diiscussion proceeded a strong feeling of dissa
tisfaction at the scheme exhibited itselt among all
classes of the peopie "

These were that gentleman's views in 1865,
and I here assert that his constituency ap-

proved themn, and yet I find that in 1866 he
voted for the measure Had any change oc-
curred in the meantime ? I contend that
nothîng occurred which should have mate-
rially altered his views. île delivered a
speech in 1867, and by way of explanng his
vote said.

"The reasons for my opposition to the Quebec
scheme are known to many of my friends, and a$ t
have stated them at large to the house, t need not re
fer to them again, excepting to say that I utipport the
measure from conviction ly mind was not influen-
ced by any fre-k of a moment, or by any dicsre for
office It Is wel known that I never held ofilce and
that I do not dei Ire any either under the general or
local government le the opinion of some gentlemen
every man does wrong who does not strictly contorm
to their viewa, but I can fully justify the course I
have taken When I came te the session last year
there were many conflicting reasons operating in my
mind and t was not fully determined as to whether I
should support or oppose Union In the first place t
fiund on reading attentively that the <pintons of the
most Intelligent men In England were favourable to
Contederation; then I saw that the organs of the vari
eus religious denominations were likewise favorable,
and that the proposition had recelved the support of
the leading men of every political creed.-Everywhere
evidence was to be found that the wish of the Imperial
Government was to see Union consummated, then
came the Fenian excitement, and the abrogation of
the Iteciprocity Treaty, and, at length, when our own
territory was menaced, I felt that the moment had
arrived when a true and patriotic lover of bis country
should decide I then came to the conclusion that
I should support Contederation, In order that we
might ho prepared to meet the emergencies wbich
were approaching I gave the proposition my sup-
port, however, with the understanding that the Quebec
scheime should undergo modification "

Perhaps I am hardly justified in saying
that this was an eye opener to Mr Bourînot
-that the mists cleared away as soon as ho
discovered that there was room for him in
the Senate, but i cannot help sayîng that
he exhibited a total want of that patriotism
which ho so glibly talked about. Patriot is
hardly the word to apply to him. Sir, if this
be patriotism, our lexicographers should re-
vise their works and find some term or comn-
bination of words botter fitted to convey to
the mind-love of country, and devotion to
our country's înterests. Sir, I can scarcely
trust myself to dwell upon the conduct of
those who have been instrumental in conm
summating this measure of Confederation.
Suffice it thatthese records (Debates of House
of Assembly, 1864 to 1867) abound with the
tergiversations of those of whom the people
of this country did hope botter things

I turn now from ail the inconsistencies
which that record illustrates to a subject
which has not been touched on by those who
preceded me I refer to the address to Genl.
Williams, which was got up for the purpose
of whitewashîng some individuais. I wtas
much struck with the view taken of that ad.
dress by some of the Confederate organs; il
was taken not merely as an expression of
loyalty to the Queen through the Governor,
but as announemng to the English people that
the people of Nova Scotia vere in favor of
Confederation, and a clause to carry out
that view was inserted in it. When wreflect
upon the means by which that address obtaîn-
ed its signatures, it loses its effect, and should
do so When introduced to my county, it
waes sneakingly taion around, and people
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were asked to sign it hurriedly, and did no,
being told that it was merely an address of
loyalty to the Queen, and had no politzcal
s:gntficance Many who nigned it were asto-
niahed to find afterwards that it contained a
clause designed to make Confederation ap-
pear popular If in other counties that ad%
dress was signed as it was in Cape Breton, I
deny that it was any compliment to General
Williams Its being signed in that county
was not, I muet repeat, intended as an expres-
sion of agreement with the p'licy of those
who carried Confederation In conclusion, I
may say, Mr. Speaker, that I have an abiding
faith in the generosity of the British Parlia-
ment, and believe that, without doubt, this
repeal wili be granted. The attention of the
British people has been mo much turned, with-
in a year or two, to the condition of Ireland,
that the Imperial Government will hesitate, I
feel certain, before refusimg an application
like this. I, for one, am content to await the
result. My remarke, I fear sIr, have been
somewhat desultory and void of that elo-
quence which characterised a debate on a
similar subject in England some years ago;
but, sir, however weak I may be in reproba-
ting this thing and it promoters, my weak-
nees may be to some extent compensated for,
by my sincerity in the cause of Repeal.

RIE. BLANCUARD's 8PRECUH.
Mr. BrinA OD said :-It was understood,

Mr. Speaker, that thia afternoon should be
devoted to giving me an opportunity to re-
view the numerous speeches made on the sub-
ject under debate, and I feel that It never has
been, and I trust it never will be again, the
lot of any man in Nova Scotia to be placed in
my position. However Indifferently I may
be abe to discharge the duties which devolve
upon me, and however small may be the abi-
lities which I can bring to bear, yet I feel
that it is well that theres la nome little differ-
ence of sentiment here. If it were otherwise
the employment of the House would b short,
and little or no interest would centre in this
debate. I find myself now called upon to re-
ply to about twenty-nine speeches, delivered
by gentlemen on the government aide of the
House. It was said last evening that some
of those gentlemen should have the reply,
because I might take the whole twenty-nine
and lacerate them, but I have no idea of
doing anything of the kind. On the contra-
ry, will say that such an array of eloquence
and talent as bas delighted the House for
more than a week never occurred in a Pro-
vincial legislature before. We have seen
coming to the fore and delivering lengthy
addresses men who, one would have suppoa
sed, would hardly have occupied as much
time as the lait speaker. Talk of lawyers,
sir, they cannot compare with some of the
farmera and merchants who have been ad -
dresing us. Some gentlemen who, before
the lut election, had hardly ever made a
speech except in a village debating club,
have delighted the House for two mortal
hours at a stretch, with language, it is true,
that is somewhat unusual, but with power'
eloquence! ! and wisdom! ! ' Such as I must
congratulate the country on possessing.

14

Talk of the talent of the House being lessens
ed since the Union Act cans into forcil Why
If we measure the talent of hoa. gentlemen
by the number of their words, and their abi-
lhty by the force of their languagéb nothing
to be compared with this debate has ever oo-
curred before. I sat haro in the dayswben
we thought we had intellectual giantmamong
us-when Mr. Johnston on the-one sd!"led
an array of talent hat was of no ordinary
character, and when Mr. Howe and ]Mr.
Yonng, on the other aide, were adstaitd by
a fair share of talent and dbility.; but al the
debates of those days were ai nothing when
compared wth these twenty-nine speeohes ali
in a row, suggesting to the mamory, the
nursery rhyme about some other thingsin a
row. I intend to go into the sebject with
gond temper, becaus whenever> I have, on
other occasions, ventured to indulge le a
little retort, by way of matire, c gentlemen
who had attacked me, I got a dressing sch
as no ordtnary man would subumit to, but I
promise two or three-gentleme* that before I
am done I will return the compliment. If I
should omit to refer particularly to any gen.
tleman, I trust he will pardon, ande take to
himself the remarks I make to his friands.

In the first place, however, I wi"h to take
a broad view of soma of the features of the
debate. We had a good deal of coamtitution-
al argument, and I regret that when I olosed
my first speech the Attorney GeneraI vaminot
allowed then and there, as ho wished to do,
to reply to my remark upop chat head, fer
that would have gioen me an opportunity of
commenting upon his observatlons. I feel
that it will be manifest that la the course of
his argument h elther misrepresented the
issues of the questio or ho was not aware of
the facts. We were told that thiscountry
had a charter-an inviolate charter, but I
ssk the Attorney General to meet the argu-
ment which I advanced : that If such &char-
ter were given by George II. it bas been vioe
lated over and over again until theres lanot
a ray of it left-violated in every concetvable
manner-torn into ribbons tn thousand
times. I will give book and page in proof
of my assertion : in Murdech's History, vol.
2 page 332, it is recorded that by proclama-
tiom George III., with the advice otbisPrivy
Council, annexed the Islande of Pnce Edu
ward and Cape Breton to Nova Scotia. Again
we find the Governor and Council of this Pro-
vince altering the representation in the logis-
lature and the franchise. What became of
the immaculate charter then ? In 1789 Prince
Edward Island was made a separate Povince
by the act of the King and Council-the sane
power eparating the Island which, had
annexed. But going down to 1784, what do
we find the condition of the country to have
been? Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island and Cape Breion were one
country, under one Government and Legisli-
ture. In 1784 New -Brunswick was out off
from Nova Scotia by the Act of the Crown.
In 1784 Cape Breton also waq nade separate;
in 1820 that Island was restored to this Pro.
vince. When I addressed the Houshebefore, I
was under the impression that Cape 1 Breton
was annexed by Act of Parliangstjbut-on
careful examination I find TWas mistaken,
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for the union was effected by order of the
King and Council; that, however, does not
affect the argument. Where, then, was the
charter that could not be broken ? It was
maintained by the Attorney General that the
King and Council could not touch the char-
ter-that it was irrevocable and must forever
remain so; and yet in 1820 the King and
Councl annexed Cape Breton by their own
act. Let any gentleman refer to the Journal@
of 1844, and ho will find there that a special
session of this House took place in the month
of July, when the whole matter of the annex-
ation of the Island was brought up by orders
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
who viabed delegates to be sent home to meet
the representatatives of Cape Breton when
they went before the Privy Council. A peti-
tion had been ment to England from 2000
perions asking for repeal, and urging the
unconstitutionality of the deoree on the same
grounds as those taken in this debate. If
there is any strength in the argument now,
how much greater ought its force to have
been then, when the system of Government
vas [swept away without the voice of the
people or their representatives being heard.
There was no Houie of Assembly or Legiala-
ture that could be appealed to. We have
beard a good deal about the strong feeling
pervading the country now, but I have been
often told by men who were well acquainted
with the state of the Island in 1820 that the
feeling then was infinitely stronger. £1000
sterling was subscribed by a small population
to send home delegates and engage counsel in
England. The Prvy Counil then desired
this Legislature to send an agent before them
-not to discuss the propriety orjudiciousness
of annexing Cape Breton to Nova Sootia, be-
cause that branch of the argument was ex-
pressly exoluded, but to discuss the constitu-
tionality fhe .lct. Our Legislature deb
chned toend agents, yet the question was
elaborat y discussed before that tribunal, in
whose i tegrity the public had the most im-
plcit faith, and within whose doors the
breath of suspicion never entered. Did the
Privy Council decide that the union wuas un-
constitutional, and repeal their decree? No;
but they ment back something like this mes-
sage to the people of Cape Breton : " you
have been united by the Aca of the King and
Council, and united you muet remain."
United they jhave remained ifortunately for
themselves, and it did take many years for
the great feeling.about repeal to dwndle out
of existence.

Raving said this much in reference to the
charter, and havlng, as I think, shown that
the act ot the King and Counil have been uni-
versally recognized as controlhng our affairs
and annexzig separate Legielatures, I think
I have made a point which cannot easily be
overcome. I will admit the truth of the pro-
position,'that as the country progresses and
the Government becomes more lîberal and
democratic, the Legislature should be con-
aulted on subjects of this kind, but I cannot
uaderstand the allusions which nome gentle-
men have made to despatches which state that
4he Parliaments of the Provinces should be
conaulted. Those despatches have been
spoken of, as though they aontemplated an

appeal to the people. As I said before it is a
doctrine unknown to the British constitution
that we must go beyond the repreientatives
of the people and go to the people themselves
for the declaratibn of their will. However
desirable such a principle may be it is not
British, it is American in its inception and
history; it nover formed a part of our con-
stitution, and I trust it nover will I come
now to refer to the observations made by va-
rious members in this debate, and I must
say, with aIl due respect for those who con
stîtute this House, that if they could but di-
vest their minds of the heat and prejudice
which operate on them, they would see the
impropriey of much that bas been said in
this debate. We have had a good many bard
words used in nearly ail the speeches from
that of the hon. member for Londonderry
down to that of the hon.'member for Pictou
(Mr. Copeland) who spoke this afternoon I
have known the latter since I was a child, I
am well aware that a more upright man Nova
Scotia does not contain, and when I heard
him in bis quiet voice use the words " fraud,
deceit, and treachery," Velt that he had not
measured his language. Su etereotyped
have those phrases become, that at last it
seems, impossible to discuss this question
without using them. I will endeavor not to
retaliate for the strong language that has
been used, but I cannot help saying that
such expressions are seldom employed in re-
ference to auybody present or absent, and I
do feel that there are ome who would hardly
have ventured to use such language if those
to whom they applied it were here. To whom
did they apply those words? I have under
my band a speech and pamphlet by a man,
who, above ait others, earned and retained
the respect of the Conservative party; and I
ask the Conservatives of this House-the men
who from childhood have been taught to look
up to James W Johnston, if they are pre
pared to apply the terms " traitor " and
" treachery " to him ? If that old gentle-
man were here, even at histime of lifs, I would
like to see the man who would get up and
talk about fraud, deceit and treachery, and
apply the terme to him. I was long opposed
to thot hon. gentleman. I know how to ad-
mire talent and patriotism even in an oppo-
nent. I should lîke to see the Attorney Gen-
oral tell him that ho was a traitor. As long
ago as 1854 Mr. Johnston made one of the
finest speeches ever delivered on the floors of
Parliament, and not content with that, after
the publication of the Quebec scheme, when
asked to give that speech for general publica-
tion, ho endorsed every word ho had ever ut-
tered on the subject.

I cannot forbear reading to the House one
or two sentences containing so much elo-
quence and pregnant with su much instruo
tion, that I hope, before we hear the words
which I referred to again repeated gentlemen
will reflect on whom they are casting asper-,
nions. In Cape Breton, when a Highlander
curses and swears ho is said to use " bati
English " We have had a good deal
" bad English " in this discussion, but
for as I am concerned this violent languàg
passes by me as the idle wind, which I regar
not.
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lu reference to Judge Johnston's opinion.s Il opholdu the uoverelgoty whlch Ood bu girn
I will read first, not hie utterances in 1854, to man ovur creatlon, and la the buis on whlch routa

1861 li sudon he ou hnd &Il the egencles for fulftllng tbe Greator'a dumîgne for
but in 1865. He said on the one andellorato of our race pport on ths p-

" Union under one government, giving to British Olple the qeution meeme no longer open te debate, me
sublects, In their confederate and growing strength, a uoon as the practlcahllty of Union la aflrmed. Ani
nationality worthy of their origin, and a theatre of yet the subject utordu ample mpe for reauelng Oie
action such as national expansion demands, where, mout rlgld and eloqinee the uotexcltlng. Heneut
acknowledgang the sovereignty, maintaining the Insti- one moment the uaiod l4 embarrauued te fici rahld oh-
tutions, cultivating and perpetuating the principles jeetions 10 oppee-at another, oppreuued by ernotlena
of the parent State, and putting forth the energies of difficoît te ulter.
freemen, they and their descendants may, under a &1 trust and bolev. my deficlonolea viii ho but i
gracionus Providence, have the opportuuity of rising the ieore perfect and able exposition Oie mebjeet win
to degrees of political Influence, materlal prosperity, recelve frm the &round me, and that, graced hy the
intellectual and iterary attalnmenta, religions, educ - aida ut - eauoeuug and eloqoonco, It viii ho plaoed In
tienal and moral progress, and re finement of taute and lbe llght Il ongbt te oeenpy before Ou Province, onn
manners, which cannot be reached In small and con- ululer Onionlea, anI the Empire
tracted communities $ «Iloffer ne apnlty-on, If any ho requied, my

On the other band is :-ereut au a Colout, my <bOy au a clîluen, My ceu-try'm welfaro and the well-belng et eur pouterlty, meut
' The perpetuation of the present lsolated condition plead my exotue for Invltleg thlu discuson. Oalled,

ef the Province,-and rich as she in inaterial benc- lu the Providence et Qed, to take part Ie the councîlu
fite and prosperous within the limite which emalil e my conry, 1 have nov fuifilier a deiy I uhenld
communities may attain, yet fev in numbers, weak In have heen Ill ueiled te have loft undogu Whou my
trength, unequal to the development of ber ow re- public career uhail termInale."

sources, unable to furnish to ber sonu professional
education, or to retain at home her enterprising This quotallonu lut it bu rurembored, le
youth, she has little prospect for the future beyond from one who w&m looked up to wîtb revu-
a dwarfed existence and ultimate absorption IntotOic renee and respect au e gentleman th the high-
neighboring Republio.

One of these muet be chosen-the other rejected.
There lu no other altesnative My sentiments formed vordu '<traiter and treacbery" applied 10
and publicly advocated through a quarter of a cen hlm hymen vho, in cempanimon vith hlm, are
tury, leave me no room for deliberation now. To un the meret pigmeu, 1 feel inolned to advuu
old man, Individually, any decision lu of emall mo- gentlemen 10 go and look at Judge Jobnmtonm
ment, but as a member of the communuty. In the exer- h hen they tbink of hlm am a
cse cf my bet Judgment on a question of vital Inter-

est to ail of us and those who come after, I dare net polîtician of forty Yeatm standing, the Con-
deny a national existence, with its privileges and mervativeu of the Houme ut Igaut mhould bu
duties. to my descendante and my countrymou. uubamed of the ijtutie vhih they have

' I therefore accept Confederation as a great bon- done hlm.
eût, whatever my tendencies a favor of Legilative
Union, and though they were greater and more Oxed lon. PiLoy. Sco.-Mr. Johnmton die net

ln they are" vote for the measur.

Siru lu that the language of a dieonteutee t Mn. BLANAi continued -No he did not
polîtician? Le it the cnguage of an arn- vote for il, but look ut hlm language after the
butiouu man vho -uted te get ute a larger leLsloature hat aelopted itu oth i the lutter
arena? No, but it lu the îanguuge e y a mun bhijh a ave quoted, and in hlm addre n to
of a ripe old &ge, rernoed beyoud aml politi- the Grand Jury ut Trero and Amernt leat
cal relations, and oruarnentiug the Judioury unner. m think that after thim morne ou-
lu a veny bigh degrue. Doem it beome nme tjemen tould vith their langeuge Unmcld.
men vhorn I coulel narne 1d talk about trait- But an I doue hen have spoken of Mr.

or. and treaechery, and to tigatiz o Johrpton? No in, rny are the great nawe
strongly u tbey have doue the fniendu of vhrch I fould cite me adonate cf Union. I
Union, and umong thern a man lîke b? viii net go ing a dieusion f Mn. Howem

Now, let un oonuîder vhen thim discustion inonhiutenoy exccpt tefo y a few ordm. I
of Union cornrnenoed. Ite onigin vu. net lu sir net ,ay thet Mn. Boy. vue the futher of
1863 or 1864, or lu the daym rohen Mn. Ho"e Union, becoue ho vue not. Mn. Johnten
broughit il forwfd, but mvay buck lu 1814, vun the oigilor e the auection here; but
longbefôru Cape Breton vam annezed,-tnd I am going th mpek of one circumstanoe u
ve then find thut the %ate Chief Justicp Sewell conneoion vith Mr. Hove, tn te quote one

and the Duke of Kient took a decided interemî sentence frorn a mpeech of him, and I viii be
in thu question. romi then until no n the content vith thot, becaume, par ci te Mn. Boy
great mindm of Chu country diroteel their ut- im onerned, the oubjeet ue become ucknoyed
tention to it. I bave under rny baud a lutter n t lsmsd t ol 1857, ater loming the om-
ou the mubjeet,, wnitten by the Duke cf Kient trol of the goyerurnent, Mr. Hove muid in re-
in vhioh hie mpeukm utrougly lu favor ef th_ç fenuncu te the Union of the Coloniem : «,If
project. But pusing over many beautiful "'1here vas one quemtion unmettied vben I left
and eloquent pansagem in the speech delivered bblc administration, in the dicuemion "f vhiuh

by Mn. Johnmton in 1814, lut me reTd to you I desirud te mingle, it eas tat (Union e the
hie coneludiug renrkm. lie muid r Colonies). Whe the hon. gentleman (Mn.

1eannot ceeclude, Mr. Chaleman, vithcut acke e st- Johpston) moved ise resoluton Il 18h4, I

iedgbg boy fan short I réel 1 have fallen ef the cape- lent him ail ho aid in my povr, w nd if r

cit et the uubject-I wiii net uay et lie quiremets, vere t debpte el gnin cadly weuld I assit
tee the meaure I bave advecated needu lttle or angu him.'l Nov, sir, I a k the leuse, Jnd spe-
ment or et eloquence. The principie on wrhich il ciully the libenuls who have been accustoeud
reste luno simple-ne lnthtal-oo pacticai-go ac- te look u , Mn. howe, if it b omem tbem
kuoviodged-Oiat argument and eloquonco uern au- po talk about taitorm and tre on vheu Mn.
perfleouu.

.4 UNIONo 1 SzauEeT-neaei phileuophy a ad ex- sove muid tat thi uus almo t the only
periencu deciane Ilinecale aud eeuflrrn Oie Inui. quention P o.h ho bcd been unble to mile
Religion and civiation demad îe aid. Nve I tek nome cf theme gentlemen, nd m
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of thé people outside, who have been talking
blatentJy *bout traitors, to consider Mr.
Howe's definition of that word. He says :
"'I hold that the Queen's commission rune
throughout this entire realm, that every con-
stitutional mandate of fier Majesty her loyal
subjeots are bound to obey, and that he who
attempis to ihwart or oppose the policy qf
the Impertal Government 1s a disffected
and disloyal subject." Nor am I done when
I show the House that the Equity Judge and
Mr, Howe are men to whom the terme that
have been used were applied ? Standing as I
do, almost alone, when I hear gentlemen
talking as If I had forgotten the rights of the
people, I am tempted to turn back and tell
thet who must at the sane time have for-
gotten those rights. Let gentlemen consider
whether they are prepared to apply these
epithets to the Judges of this country presi-
ding over the Supreme Court. If they are
not they should remember that they have
done no in applying them to others. If, sir,
I stood alone in the country, as I stand al-
most alone here, I would still, I think, have
enough manly feeling not to b put down,
but to induce me to give expression to the
sentiments which animate my breast. That,
however, ls not the case. The opprobious
terme which have been applied to the advo-
cates of the measure, are not applied to me
aldue, but to men who are greatly my supe-
riSes: to the Judges. to Mr Howe, to the
men who preside over the various churches
of the Province, to the overwhelming majori-
ty of the profession with which I am con-
neoted, to men of every clais in the country
who ought to know, as weil as the farmera
we have heard so much of, what is for the
good of the country.

There are one or two questions of which I
wish to speak before goiàg into a reply of
the varions gentlemen who have addressed
the House. We have had recently placed be%
fore the country a comparative statement of
the amonuts of duties received under the pre-
oeding and existing tariff by a gentleman of
no ordinary ability. When some gentlemen
get up sud talk fhippantly about the figures,
as if the officer who published the statement
knew nothing about them, 1 would ask then
to pause. One gentleman said that Mr. John.
son had made a mistake in every entry, but
he did not stay to reflect-perhaps ho did not
know, that in April 1866 the duties were
largely altered. We had one set of duties to
April anti another to September, and which
set was Mr. Johnson to take? If he took the
old dutieilit would not be a fair statement at
aIl, for his object was to show how much more
wôuld be collected under the Dominion tariff
inl867 than would have been collected under
the tariff asit was on the lt July, 1867.
That:le the answer to the array of figures pre-
sented by the hon. member for Kings. Even
another gentleman, who took the trouble to
publioh a full statement in the paper this
morning, has aot ventured to adopt this
view of the subject, but I would ask whether
it was fair, under the oircumstances, for the
Provincial Secretary to bring down what is
the me statement to aIl intents and pure
poses, and to publish it only a few hours be-
fore I was called upon to reply ? Why did he

not take the hon. member for Kings and
cram him for the task? The statement
of the latter gentleman was altogether falla-
cious, nasmuch as ho took the duties pre-
ceding April, while Mr. Johnson took the
subsequent tariff Again. that gentleman
and those who have addressed the public
through the newspapers, have entirely ige
nored one branch of the subject Mr. John.
son calculated that there would be a change
in the trade of the country in coneequence of
a large amount of goode imported from Ca-
nada free. Mr Jones and Mr. Dickie entire-
ly ignored this fact Let me turn attention
to ome of the articles ta which this remark
applies. Mr. Johnson has deducted $6000
for arme sud ammuntion, and why? Be-
cause there is a manufactory in Canada
where they can b obtained as cheaply se,
they eau be imported. Bacon and hame are
alsa omitted, because Canada will give us
as large and cheap a supply as eau b Ob-
tained from the United States So as to other
articles of produce. Why, I ask, was thie,
view of the case ignored? Why is it that no
gentleman has considered the large quantity
of dry goods hitherto paying dnty. but
which wili now come in free ? Among those
articles.-felt and felt bat bodies, materials
for hoop skirts, machine eilk twist, prunella,
silk twist for hats, boots and shoes, candle
wick, traw plaits, Tuscan grass and fancy.
&c jAl these article paid ten per cent before,
and are free now, sud yet these gentlemen in
their calculations ineert thousande of dollars
which should have been omitted They
have put down a large sum for India rubber
manuf4ctures, but who does not know that
Canada cean supply them as cheap, and in-
deed cheaper, than they can be had from
abroad.

One word about printing paper, about the
taxation of which a great deal of complaint
has been made. I have taken the trouble to
enquire about that matter, and what is the
fact? For the last five or six years printing
paper has been so bigh that it could not be
imported from the United States, and the pub-
lishers have been obliged to import from
Great Britain. But the price bas now be-
come so high there that a mineral substance
bas been used for adulteration, which has
been found most injurious to the type. At
this moment I undertake to say on good au-
thority that an article infiuitely superior eau
be got fron Canada, free of duty, more
cheaply than paper eau be got from Great
Britain, and at this moment there i an agent
of one establishment here endeavoring to ne-
gociate for a supply. I will not, however,
dwell on thie subject by going over the var-
ious articles to which similar remarke apply.
I have made no calculation and do not intend
to make one, but I desire the country to look
at the various statements put forth, and to
give them a fair examination There are a
hundred men in the Province more competent
to examine this matter than any of us, and
the truth can be easily arrived at if the
change of importation is borne In mind.
Passîg to another topic, it hae been declared
in the amendment which I submitted, that in
the present condition of this country it would
have been necessary to increase the taxes to
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discharge the public services tifout Confed-
eration, and I now ask memUrs to look at
that matter I will not make an elaborate
calculation, but I ask the Rouse to consider
the facts set out in the resolution . that while
our debt two or three years ago was but four
or five millions, it now amounts to eight and
a half millions. and, according to some, mne
millions. If it be a faet that we were about
having to provide interest on our additional
debt of so large an amount, I ask where was
the money to come from ? $240,000 was the
emallest sum which must have been provided
annually after the lit ofJuly for that pur-
Pose. Will any man tell us that we were able
te take that sum from our annual revenue,
and atill provide as we hvd been doing for
our roads and bridges and other services? It
was impossible. "But," says the bon. mem
ber for King@," we had been growing at such
a rate for the last ten years that if Our pro-
gres were the same we could have met these
liabilities " It is easy to look back and easy
te prophesy, but if he had looked more care-
filly and gone te the proper authorities he
would have found the fact standing out pa-
tent that the revenues of last year down to
the present time were $130,000 less than at
the correspondîeg period of the previous
year. This sum, added to the amount of in.
terest which I etated, makes $370,000 te be
provided for. And yet we are told that be-
fore Confederation Nova Scotia wa a happy
country, and could carry on ber public
works without increasing the taxation.
I could not help feeling amused at hearing
one gentleman talk about Nova Scotia, being
economical, and keeping within ber income.
When we doubled our debt within five
or six years, surely, we should not talk
about keeping within our income. I under-
take to ay at any rate that our debt je dou-
ble what it was eight years ago, and yet it îs
said that Canada is a m-sst extravagant
country, while Nova Scotia is a tight lttle
place that manages its affairs diffcrently.
When I said $130,000 was the deficiency, I
should have given the exact figures which are
$127,373 27 to lat September last.

Before going into a reply to the speeches
of the hon. member let me ask one or two
questions. The resolutions laid on the table
state boldly that our revenues are in suh a
condition that we are unable to meet the
public requirements. Yet what did we hear
stated the other day ? That the accounts
were in such a state of confusion that the
Government, acknowledging themselves in-
competent for the taîk of arranging them,
were obliged to call in the assistance of three
gentlemen from outside. Those accountants
were put to work three or four months ago,
and I ask why it is that, though the House
has been three weeks in session, although
the country has been looking for alarming
disclosures about peculations on the part of
the late Government, at this moment we are
still without the result of their investiga-
tions. I am unable to account for it; per-
haps the Government can,-but these Com-
missioners should at least have given a pre-
liminary report. A committee of this House
was appointed some time since te investigate
the public accounts, but they have not held

one meeting up to this hour. If thq state-
mentamade by the Government be true, wby
bas not the proof been laid before us either
by the report of the accountants or the report
of our own committee ? I can imagine a
reason-it may be that when the report comes
up it will be found that we have money
enough and te spare. If this be not the case
why are delegates to be sent home to say to
the British Government that this country is
not in a condition to carry on its public
works at a time when we have no report from
the Commissioners or from the Committee of
this House? If the statement be true, it is
within the power of the Government te prove
it. If the accountants have not been able to
exercise due diligence in their work who has
been hîudering them ? Io the Government
doing so ? Have these gentlemen been sup-
plhed with the information necessary te the
completion of the work ? No, sir; to my
knowledge information bas not been applied
for at the very quarters where it could be
derived, and therefore the Government are
not in a position te say what is the condition
of our finances. When they put into the
mouths of members, for the purpose of setd-
Ing it te England, the statement that we are
not able to carry on the public affairs, why
did they not lay the proof on the table?

I come now to my reply te hon. members,
and I find that the first gentleman who fa-
vored me with bis notice was my bon. friend
froi Londonderry, who gave us hts vtews !
of the constitutional law bearing on the sub-
ject This is not the firat occasion on which
I bave heard of the bon. member's constitu-
tional law; he seemed to tbink once upon a
time that no one but himself was a matoh for
Mr. Johnston-no one would se readily ap-
proach the lion in bis den, and catch him by
the beard, as ho. He told us once that he
could make a better collection of Revised
Statutes in a week than aIl the rest of us put
together. low often have we litened In
times gone by to the constitutional law which
1, " the member for Colchester,' proclaimed
te the country. He used te say, in substance,
" do not take your law from Johnston or
Young; 1, the great man from Colchester,
will tell yeu what the law is, and let no one
dare dispute it."

In that atrain he used to address the Houie,
and now, coming down fron greater game,
be has turned his artillery upon me, and has
told the people that I knew nothîug about
constitutional law, and that I had a great
deal of audacity to talk of it in his presence.
He asks us te consider the precedents set in
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island,
where an appeal was made te the electors.
I did not say that there was to be no appeal
te the people when the government could not
carry on the affaire, but I said that when the
government could carry its measures through
the legislature, no man had ever heard of a
dissolution being required. That was the
state of affairs in New Brunswick when the
question was mooted; the government dis-
agreed on the subject, and there was no alter-
native but to appeal to the people in order te
settle the question. But was there an appeal
on this question in Prince Edward Island?
Not at al; they had their election there at



106

the usual time, and no with Newfoundland.
The hon. gentleman also complained that in
speaking of some one who had asked the
question " what then?" I was trying to

p revent Nova Scotians from asking questions.
ot at aIl; but on the contrary I wished him

and every Nova Scotian to ask himself and
his neighbors, and the leaders of this move-
ment, " what then?" I ask that an answer
to that question be gtven to me as a Nova
Scotian, and to every man whom it interests
in the country . If repeal is applied for, and
refused, what then ? I will not repeat what
I heard an ex-member of this Legislature
say in the lobby of the House this forenoon.
If his sentiments were uttered within the pur-
views of London, ho would be imprisoned
within half an hour; but when gentlemen in
private make such assertions, why not state
their answer to the question boldly ? I want
the hon. member for Colchester to ask bhm-
self and his leaders " if repeal be refused,
what then " Tie hon. gentleman himself
undertook to answer it, but vith all the skill
of a practical lawyer, ho went round and
round it without coming to the point He
says I may ask mysolf " what then?" when
I think of facing the electors of Inverness.
I have faced them threc times already, with
what result the House knows, but I wili
never forget the Cime when the hon. member
for Colchester was with us before, and when,
at the close of the last session of that flouse,
some of us went down to bid each other good.
bye, and after four years hard fighting, the
question was asked " who will come back ?"
They thought there was no hope for me-
never dreamed of seeing my face again; but
we aIl thought that there could be no doubt
about the return of that hon. gentleman with
flying colours. How could any constituency
resist that great constitutional lawyer ? I
did come back, however, and I ask where
was heo? Left at home. I therefore tell the
hon. member, when he asks me how I shall
face the electors of Inverness, that he had
better look after Colchester. When my con.
stituents do not want me, they will bid me
good-bye, and dispense with my services.
The hon. member also made some remark to
the effect that any society of chimney sweeps
would kick from their company the men
who voted for Confederation.

Mr. MoRiaeosoN.-Hear hear.
Mr. BLANCHARD continued -It would be

more becoming to the hon. member to say
shame, shame, for such language was hardly
suitable to the dignity ot the Iouse and

to his own position. He also spoke of some
people speaking of themaelves as the almighty
••we," but it was the almighty "1" with him.
Things went wrong in Canada, he told us,
because "there was no Tom Morrison there."
He said further that Nova Sootia would never
be loyal to Canada, and, un imitation of a
celebrated urator, exclaimed "never ' never '
never !" I thougbt that that passage would
have taken the House by storm, and that the
country when it heard it would burst out in
wild enthusiasm. Then he said that Mr.
McGee was an "extirpated" rebel,-that sura

prised me a good deal for I thought that Mr.
McGee had still an existence. I would lke
to speak with respect of every man, but when

members talk In that strain of Mr McGee
they should remember who he l and who
they are Where ,did I set that statesman
within the last few yeara ? On the platform
of Temperance Hall, which was crowded with
one of the finest audiences that it ever held,
and there Mr. McGee kept the whole attention
of that audience enchaned (for two hours
with eloquence snch as is rarely heard on a
platform. Whom did I there ses delghting
to do him honor? The Hon Joseph Howe,
who said at t ho close of the lecture to the ora.
tar of the evening, "go on, I am with you;'
and Mr. Johnston and Dr. Tupper joined in
these expressions of honor and encourage-
ment When we hear a man like that-the
first orator in British America-spoken of as
an expatriated rebel, it is enough to make
one's blood boil. The hon. member for Col,
chester concluded hi@ speech rather strange-
ly; he said "if I had ten thousand voices I
would shout repeal ! repeal ! repeal 1' That
was his peroration, and a magnificent one it
was. I should lke to ask the members who
are in the habit of reading their bibles to re-
call to thoir mmde the way in which Joshua
directed that the walls of Jericho were to be
knocked down : ho directed the Igrslites to
take ram's borna and make trumpets of them,
to surround the city, and blow vith aIl their
might Then the people were to oshut with
all their voices, and the walla were tO fall
down flat I would advise the Government to
follow that example : to send the hon. mem-
ber home to England asa delegate, and if the
British Government should refuse repeal, to
station him in front of the Colonial Secretary's
Office to shoat If the walls do not fall as he
shoutes I shall be very mnuch surprised. I ad-
mire the voice of the hon. gentleman; I only
wish that heaven had given me such a one,
and I trust that the Government will not
forget their constitutional lawyer when they
come to appoint the delegates. Perhaps it
may be unnecessary for them to take my ad-
vice,-the walle of Jericho may be down now,
for I should not be surprised to hear that the
hon gentleman's shout had reached aIl the
way across the Atlantic I speak thus of
that gentleman with perfect good nature,
hoping that when next he addrese us ho
will give me os good a text.

Sometime after him we had the hon. mem-
ber for Halifax, Mr Northup, who made a
short speech. Some allowance ls, of course,
to be made for a young member unaccus.
tomed to debate, but when I heard that gen-
tieman's impassioned tones and language on
the subject of Confederation, and hie not
very creditable allusions to the Hon. Mr.
Mitchell and others, I thought " well, is it
possible, that we have never heard of his be-
ing a Confederate?" It ha been said that
once on a time ho sustained and supported
the men who were carrying the scheme;-
that may not be true, but ho was cortainly
recorded as one of the most emphatia sup-
portera of Union. Sometbing wonderful
must have occurred to change lis opzntons.
He told us of what his customers said, and of
what some one from New Brunswick said re-
specting the feeling (there. I believe, fromn
conversations I have had with parties from
that Province that those rumors are worth
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about as much au some that we have had cir-
culated here. It was said, we know. that
hundreds of men of the first standing had
forsaken us and joined the Anti-Confederate
cause in Halifax, and yet we know that not
a man of good position has left the ranks of
the party I assert that most emphatically,
and should lke to see proof to the contrary.
I come next to the speech of the hon member
for Queen's, Mr. Smith, and of him I cao
say that he bas not provoked retaliation by
insinuations of motives, or by the use of vio-
lent language,-he will excuse me, however,
if I say to him that I thnk the principles of
constitutional law are utterly at variance
with those he laid down. De spoke of the
charter of George IL., adopting the idea that
that charter is inviolate and immaculate. I
am old enough to recollect when Responsible
Government was introduced-when the twelve
gentlemen who sat in the Council exercising
executive and legislative functions were, by
an Act approved of in England, required to
vacate their seats, and what was the argu-
ment then? Mr Cogswell raised the cry of
" the charter. the charter !'' But the Par-
liament and Government of England declined
to say that the charter restrained the Legis-
lature from passing such au Act. That was
the gresat argument, however, then,-the
Councillors said : " The King of Great Britain
has by his charter appointed us, and no Act
of your Parliament can touch us." That
was the very sarne doctrine that we heard
from the Attorney General the other day.

Hon. Arry. GENERAL-The Councillors held
office at will.

Mr. BLANCHARD continued.-That makes
no difference,-they were appointed by char-
ter, and did their objections avail them ?
No, they were swept ofù, the question of that
charter was disposed of pretty quickly, and
a Legislative Council was appointed in their
place. But, maym Mr. Smith, " here is an
answer to al your black letter laws,-here is
a confirmation by the Privy Council of the
Queen's right to grant the mines and mine-
rals of the Province" Who denied the
right? True, for a time there was a doubt
about the matter, but the question was at
length decided Who denies that the Sov-
ereign could grant the unoccupied lande of
this Province, but all this does not affect the
question of the charter in the smallest degree.
The hon. gentleman told us that Catholio
Emancipation did not paso against the will of
the people. It is the first time that I have
heard that assertion,-will anybody tell me
that if the voice of the people of England had
been taken on the question there would not
have been an overwhelming majority to say

no"? It is to the everlasting credit of
some of the best Protestants of Eugland that
they carried the measure againet the preju-
dices of the majority of the people, and
obliged the people to submit. Let me here
contradict the assertion made by some one
that this question and that of the Irish Union
was referred to the people The people of
Ireland were opposed to the Union, but the
Union was effected through the will of the
Legislature.

We have been told that Prince Edward Ial-
and and Newfoundland bave not been coerced

into the Union? Why is that? Becaue
thoir Legislatures-the only true exponents
of the wishes of the people-the only con-
stitutional and regular coannel through
which their wishes canbe made known, did
not agree to the scheme. With reference to
the Legislative power which Great Britain
possesses over her Colonies, let me read from
Blacketone, vol. 1. page 101 -

" When the sovereign Legislature sees it necessary
to extend Its care to any of Its subordinate domintons,
and mentions them expressly by name, or includes
them under general words, there can be no doubt
but then they are bound by ils laws."

That is the general doctrine, and as regarde
the prevailing practice, do we not, day after
day, submit to laws passed just in the same
way as that which united the Provinces ?
Whenever Parliament chooses to pas. such an
act the people must submit, and there eau be
no appeal. Let this House and the country
bear in mind the great distinction between
the British and the American rule on this
subject. In the Republic, if any one is dia-
satisfied with a law which bas been passed,
he can bring it before the Judges of the Su-
preme Court, and if it be unconstitutional
the Judges will not enforce it. Have we any
such rule under the British Constitution ?
No, the Judges of England are au much
bound as the meanest subject in the realm
by any law that Parliament may paso. Let
me hore read from Kent, a most celebrated
writer on American law and the constitution
of the Union. lu vol. 1, page 504, ho thus
says -

- A case In Ponnsylvania has been recently dclded
învolving an important political principe-the Oourt
held that a statute authorizing the citisons sf certain
Counties to decide by ballot whether the sale of spirit
nons liquors should be continued n said Countios.
WAS UNCoNSTITUTIONAL, as being a delegation of Le-
gislative power net permitted by the Constitution.,
and contray to the theory of Government So in
New York an aet establishing Fre Sehools, which
had been submitted by the Legislatura to the popular
vote, was declared to be not a law "

Now we have a law exactly like that in
Nova Sentis, at this moment: that if any
polling district sehould, by a majority of its
voters, declare that they do not desire lîcenses
to be granted, the licenses cannot be issued.
and yet such an enactment in the United
States bas been pronounced unconstitutional
That is the distinction between this country
and the United States There is with us no
power that can interfere with or dispute the
authority of the law as deolared by Parlia.
ment The reverse is the case with the Uni-
ted States, and yet some gentlemen seem to
desire connection with that country. We
know that a great cry has been raised about
the members who sat hore two years ago,
having forgotten their obligations to their
constituents Now upon that point let me
read another extract trom Blacketone, page
159

" The system or menbers bing bound to obey their
constituents is spoken of by De Tocqueville as oW.
that would, in the end, render all the guarante et ce
rpresentative Governument uselest and vain "

Upon the same point Smyth, in hie lecture
on the French Revolution, said ,

1 How absurd to have a question decided by the
constituents at one end or a country, and afterwarda
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debated at the other. Of what use are reasonlng and
eloquence addressed to those who, tn the first place,
have to lay their Instructions oun the table "

I refer to these points in view of the con-
dition of thingi two years ago, and to shew
that the legislature of that day was bound to
paso such measures as Its members beleved
right, without strict regard to the views of
the constituencies Licten to what Burke
said upon that question while addressing his
constituents at Bristol lie said :-

"1 do not obey your instructions No , r con
formed to the Instructions of truth and nature, and
maeintned your ianterest agaznst your opinions
with a constancy that became ine. A representative
worthy of you ought t- bo a person of stability Iam
to look ta your opinions ndeed , but to such opinions
as you and I must have five years bence I was noý
te look to the flash of the day I knew that yoi
choose me, In my place, aloDg with others to be a pil-
lar of the state, and not a weather-cock on the top of
the edifice exalted for iny levity and advereabllty.
and or rio use but to indicate the shifrtings of every
fashionable gale "

In view of these doctrines, so well esta-
blished, I ask whether it was becoming to
style the men who voted for Confederation,
two years ago, " traitors," because they
vent, it may be, against the wishes of their
constituents? I will come uow to another
branch of the argument. The hon. member
for Queens referred to the large petitions got
up, at the instance of Dr. Tupper, for the
dissolution of Parliament, and ho quoted that
gentleman's remarks to shew that the Go-
vernor vas bound to dissolve the House when
a majority of the people shewed themeelves
hostile to its measures. But the bon mem-
ber forgot the answer that was given to that
request, and I give that answer more especial-
ly for the benefit of the liberal members of
the House, because it came from the man
whom they appear willing to bow down and
worship Ir. Howe, in leading the govern-
ment of that day, defied Dr. Tupper, and said
that the legislature was not to be influenced
by every breath of popular opinion, and that
for its full term the legislature would conti-
nue to govern the country in the way it
thought proper-not as the delegates. but as
the representatives of the people. From a
Minute of Council, dated 29th July, 1861, I
take this extract -

tMr latfeld and Mr. Campbell arc the be3t judges
cf the soundness of their own views and the propriety
of their conduct They are not delegates but members
of Parliament, and from the moment of their election
they were bound to represent, not only Digby or Ar
gyle, but the whole Province, whose great lnterests
were comemitted to their care This doctrine laid
down by Mr Burke at Bristol in 1774 has never bren
qitestioned sn the Imperial Parlizament And Mr.
loràman, member for strone, though recently called

on by his constituents ta resign, has asserted his
rirghts, and illustrating this sound British doctrine, po-
sitively refused If members were te resign whenever
for a moment they displeased the:r constituents, the
calls would be frequent-personal independence would
be rare, and questions would be discussed by requiîl-
tions rather than by fair deliberation and manly de-
bates If Parliament were to be dissolved whenever
a gentlema clanged sides, or a discontented consti-
tuency petlitioned, frer institutions would become an
endless distraction, and no man would ever dare to de-
liberate or mn the risk of being convinced "

These are the doctrines of Joseph Howe,
put upon the Minutes of Council, and here

again is a statement of his views on the 20th
April of the same year :-

''With regard to the members of Digby and Argyle
it lu the undoubted principle of the liritish Constitu-
tion that a member once returned by a constituency
has ta consider wehat he belevet to be the Interests of
the whole country and not the wishei of a simple
tonstituency He is elected a representative and eot
a delegate, and the constIuency have gaven up lo
him for the limited perodfred by lao for the du
ration of the Parliamient the potver which they paos
gessed."

We have heard announced the doctrine that
members are bound to be guided by the
wishes of their constituents, and in no case
to depart from the views of the people, but I
leave this point with the commenta which I
have already made In pausing from the
speech of the hon. member for Queens, I
must thank him for the kindness with which
he treated me and my colleague I wish I
could congratulate aIl the members for hav-
ing evinced so generous and candid a spirit.
When I addreased the House previoualy, I am
free to confess that I was to some extent
blameable for the warmth I exhibited, but I
held out the olive branch, and said that I re-
gretted some of the language which I had
applied, and that I bad used that language
only because I had been provoked beyond en-
durance. I said I hoped that in future we
would be able to conduct our debates with
good temper and moderation, but have I been
met in the same spirit? Sir, there never was
a man who stood on those floors and had so
much contumely and contempt beaped upon
him as have been heaped upon me by two or
three members, and before I am done, if Pro-
vidence give me the power, I will teach them
not to repeat their conduct-teach them that
towarda me they should have acted with
something like decency and moderation
When nome members have thrown upon me
aff-onts of no ordînary kind-have even dug
up the bones of a departed brother and flung
them in my teeth, they must and will bc
taught a lesson they will not readily forget
unlesa I am deprived of the powers of speech

The next member who spoke vas Mr Cham-
bers who gave us a long discourse on the tariff,
and who endeavored to give us the benefit of
his general knowledge of business. I do not
think, however, that he met the argument
that I had put fairly before the House, but I
shall speak of him with respect, because his
treatment of me merits such a return. He told
us that his children had put into hic valise a
couple of books from which ho read,-I have
heatd of a good many clever children-some
exceedingly clever ones-who could instruot
their parents, but if he bas children capable
of compreheending those books their proco-
ciousness must have arisen from the principles
which make the parent resemble Nebuchad-
nezzar, who " ate grass like an ox." He told
me that ho and I started in bîfe together,-1
did not feel much flattered at that, because I
was under the delsuion that he hatd started
in life ten years before me; but he vent on to
say that I had obtained what I sought: a high
position in this country. That remnded me
of a remark made by the late Mr. William
Murdoch, when be was about to depart fromn
Nova Scotia,-some of hie friends gave him
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a supper party, at which bis bealth was pro-
posed by Mr Howe, who passed a bigh en-
conjuma on him for his abilities, and for the
position which he had acquired Mr Mur-
doch, who was well known eot to be pub-
lie speaker, got up and said " Mr Howe
and I set out in lîfe at the same period but
with different objecte, and we both obtained
them,-he sought fame and he got it-I
sought money and I have it" I know that I
have not obtained very great fame, but I
know that the hon. member for Colchester
has obtained money If the object of my de-
sire in still glittering before me, that is not
the case with him, and I congratulate him on
bis success le talked, however, about the
wild woods of Canada in such a way that
would lead one to suppose that ie had never
been in Canads,-1 can tell hies that away up
in those wildernesses they have cities con-
taining four times the population of Halifax,
and that h should remember, when talking
about our fine folks ofd Nova Scotia, rwho,
lîke Robinson Crusoe are 6" niarchs of al
they survey," that the waste, bowling wilder-
nees of Canada contains more than four times
the population of Nova Scotis. The Chinese
used to talk about " outside barbarians,"
and used to think that " tieue English were
not fit to associate with the great people of

China," and so it is with some great people
in Nova Seotia. who say to the Canadians,
"oh, keep away from us you backwoods'
people, we want our country for ourselves,
and wish you would leave us alone in peace. "
It bas been said that in my remarks in a pre-
vious debate I attempted to attach a stigma
upon the people of Colchester,-every mem-
ber of the Ilouse must know that nothicig
was farther from my thoughts,-l was try-
ing to turn into luaghter and ridicule a rem
mark made about the people shouldering
their muskets inthe cause of repeal Outside
of the House it has been said that I insulted
the people of Colchester,-I leave it to those
who heard me to say whether that is truc or
not.

The hon. member for Colchester, Mr.
Chambers, found that bis notes had got into
confusion; "l but," said he, "I ac bere to
make the worst of Confederation " Nothing
could be more honest than that admission,
and if all the gentlemen around me would
make as clean a bresst of it I could under-

stand themr better The bon gentleman adie

mite that he is not here to look at the matter

in a fair liglit, but to mak2 of it the very

worst that he can. Hc told us also that he
came here unpledged to the polcy of repeal
and I rather thmuk there are a good many lik4
him. for while I am free to admit that thu
subject of Confederation was to a large ex
teut befere the people at the elections, I deni
most emphatically that repeal was the grea
question before the country. I assert with
out fear of contradiction, because I have i

on excellent authority, that one of the mem

bers for Ialhfax denied and repudiatedI tha
ie was running for repeal during the electio

contest, at St Margaret's Bay. Mr. Jone
and one cf bis colleagues made that denia
mobt emphatically during the canvaiss, put
ting, as the issue before the electors, the pro

priety of punishing the men who bad carrie
15

Confederation. The hon member, Mr Cham-
bers, went on to say " we are alt open to con-
viction "-l would not lîke to doubt his as-
sertion, but I believe something like this of
bis friends, that

"A man convinced agaust hi will
Is of the same opinion tîl I"

1 think aIl that could be done in the way
of reaching their convictions would not aceo
complish a great deal lie gave us a very
telling description of a suppositious case-
of my having gone to Ottawa, and having
obtained as a match for iny daughter a duke
or a lord, and then baving forced ber into
matrimony. I have no idea of going to
Ottawa; I want to Etind by the wreck, it we
must call it so, to th last, and I will remain
here as long as any constituency honore me
ivith its confidence, but if I wanted a duke or
a lord, that would hardly ho the place to go
for one, and I can assure him I would take
care that the intereste of all parties were
cosìsulted. In course of bis speech the hon.
memober told us that he could make a tariff
in two days. What a fortunate county Col-
chester is to have two representatives, one of
whom could make a volume of revised sta-
tutes in a week, while the other could make
a tarifti for the Dominion in two days. Let
us band over to thems aIl the business which
usally occupies the time of the Legislature,
and I have no doubt these two great minds
will arrange all the affairs of the country
without any difficulty. Their accomplish-
ments would make the eighth wonder of the
world, and I only hope they will not bide
t heir talent e under a bushel. I have not time
to follow the hon. gentleman through all his
remarks about the duties, but I understood
him to say, in reference to the shipbuilders,
that he did not pity them-that they were
served right, for " while they live they live,
and when they die they pay nobody." He
reminded me of an old adage, which does not
apply to him, but wbich runs :

Hel clii drinks grog nt nlght and gecs te lied meiloîr
Lieo as te nuglit bo lîve, aed dies a jnily féeuse'"I

I tbiuk that some cf flic bon. member's
frîeeds, fer instance flie hon member for
Yarmouth, and flic bon. memnber fer Pîcfou,
Mr'. Copelaud, ivili hardly tbînk theesselves
cempliuoeeted af flic idea cf the probsbîlîty
of their dyîng scme cf theise days and pay-
ieg eebody. 1 iras surprîsed at the versa-
tîlîfy cf thb hou. member for Colchester. 11e
drew illustrations frees uearly every source,
sud carne at maet te) Mitrryatt's novels, froes

3 wbici lie gave us a description, Ohaf I bard-
3ly thîek lie meaut to, apply te me, because if

is a depcriplion cf a dog, nef cf a man.
jTbey droweed hlm. sud be wculd net die;

t tlicy shot him, sud bic would net die; tliey
bsnecd hies, aud lie woold net die; sud flue

t maltes me thînk lie muet liave referred teome.
because I have been ishot se îqud steaicd, sud

t yct liere I ses alîve sud te the fore.
Il The hou. member resd us an ext rant frees

s eue cf b is books. 1 thouglit ut iras neyer
,l goîug te ed, but at last if did, sud li-s'at

dewu affer talkîng se long sud se fait that
ie h ceuld f alk ne longer. Baut, lilce Suarîcyce',

di bo came te life agate, sud lu course cf a dis-
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periation of an hour and a half said that it
had been put on him to review the tariff
Who put that tank upon him ? Was it done
in caucus, or did the Government put it upon
him, feeling that they had not enoigh abih-
ty among themrselves to diseues the mbatter ?
I do not wonder at the selection, hor:cier,
because if Mr Chambers could make a tarili
in two days, he was just the man for the un-
deîtsking We have in the Government a
Finance Mnister, an Attorney General, and
other unofficial members, but their datio are
delegated-one member get the triff to deil
with, another touches upon the fßnance qiir-
tion, and so on all around I have now fin-
lshed my review of the speechts of the hon
member for Colohester, and if I have said
anything offensive, I trust he will not
take it in that light, for I have not mev t it
so

The next gentleman to whoee remarks' I
will refer i. the hon. member for Victoria,
who, smarting under some observations
which I had made on a previous day, rose
with the determination of hurlhnz around him
without consideration or reflection, euch
anathemas and vituperation as are rarely
heard here. I aek him if ho knew that ho
was talking of inen whom this country de-
bighted to bonor for forty years, when ho
talked of a few blacklege coming down from
Canada? When did we ever hear this Legis-
lature disgraced by such language before ?

The SPEA KER-Order.
Mr. BLANCiAND continued -I feel that I

am right in what I have said, wben I am
commenting upon an epithet too opprobrious
to b uned here I have spoken about "bad
English," but I ask if worse Englih than
the expression Io which I have referred could
proceed out of the mouth of suy person ?
The hon member said that these men, delc-
gated as they were by the highest authority
in Canada, should have three years in the
Penitentiary. Let those who are out of that
institution plume themselves on the fact. I
ask any member of this House, or auy man
Who hearn me, to go home and think of him-
self, of the position ho occupies, of those who
are near and dear to him, and I ask if one
man out of fifty thousand can say after thP-t
examination " There is no spot on one of
those with whom I am connected '' Let the
hon member consider that, and when he next
feels nelîued to hurl the epithets " black.
leg " and " common drunkard," let him rc-
member that he who is without en shoild
cast the firet stone.

The SPEAKER aid that Mr Blanchard's
language and manner were calculated to
irritate members.

Mr BLANUHARD continued -I have rat
here for three or four days listeniug to such
language as no ordinary man would sub-
mit to, while such language is used in
reference to those whom I reppect, as long as
I draw the breath of life I will not sufler those
who use it to escape with impunity-they
munt take the consequence. The bon nie-
ber for Victoria said that the Canadian Gov-
ernment, having reduced this country to the
verge of bankruptcy, were now calling on us
to pay their deficiencies. That is not the fact,
and the hon. member ehould have known

that we go into Confederation with an cqual
debt, and that the surplus debt of Canada is
to be paid out of ber local revenues. Ie al-o
said that Uie Breton had petitioned to b
annexed,-l gave proof for my nsertions on
the subject ot that union, and I ask him to
give bis proof for that But at the close of
the hon smemuler's tpeech ho said that ho was
about to revel a etate of fac that was not
at aIl creditable,-he undertook to say that,
desiring tome alterations in post rides ho had
called on the Postmaster General, and that
the answer of that officer wan, "have you
seen Mr Blanchard V' Ie then went on fo
ask if I was the man to be consulted, insinu-
ting that I controlled the post oflcoe patron-
age of this country le had not resumed
his seat an intant whien, not knowing what
ho meaut, I ssked whether the changes were
not in post rides that run through my own
county. I received no answer to that ques-
tion, and I ask what the louse thinks of a
member coming and trymug to cast a slur up-
on me and upon the Pont Master General,
without being in a position tg answer that
question on the spot. But what will be
thought of him when I read the correspond-
ence which panssed between Mr. Woodgate
and myself at the close of the bon member's
ssîeech ? I wrote this note to the Postmaster
General

HAterix, Feby. 15th, 1868.

.d Woodgalc, Esq.

Dear Sir,-Mr. Kidstou bas just stated in
the House that on asking you about some
Port Office changes, y ou asked him if ho had
consulted me Will you be kind enough to
let me know if the above is correct, and if so,
under wbat circumstances you made the ob-
servation.

Yourt truly,
(Signed) Il BLANiARD.

GENERAL POST OFFIcE,
Halifax, Feb. 15, 1868.

Dear Sir,-I beg to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 15th mustant,
and to state that some few days ago,
Mr Kidston called at my office, and nug-
gested some changes in the mail route between
Plaister Cove and Baddeck and Mabou,
Whycocomaghî and Baddeck. After express
in, each of us, our views on the subject, I
said " lave you consulted Mnr Blanchard ?"
or " Would it sot be best to sneak to Mr
Blanchard on this matter ?" or words to that i
effect. I mentioned this, as you were one of
the members of this county, and I conider-
ed you should have a voice in such cases; at
the same time, 1 never for one moment sup.
posed Mr Kidston would brmng on the flooros
of this House a conversation which I looked
upon ns altogether private, for the time being,
ns of course such mail alteration would have
to be referred now to Ottawa

I pin, your respectfully,
A WooDoATE

II Blanchaid, Esq , JM P. P.

The fact was that two-thirds of the whole
rides which he wished altered were in my
county. The bon. member, I repeat, got up
and in the most open manner charged me
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with controlling the management of the Post
Offlce,when the Postmaster General had mere-
ly referred to me because I was immediately
interested in the subject The post rdes re-
ferred to are those running through to Bad-
deck and affecting Mabou, Wycocomagh and
Plaister Cove, and I aek what right or busi-
ness one of the members for Victoria had to
uterfere and aek for a change in matters

rclating to my Own couilty without consult-
ing me ? I shoild like to pay some atten-
tion to the gentlemanly speech of the hon
member for Qapens, Mr Freeman, but the
abundant field for remark with which others
have furnished me has left little time to de-
lay. But he made one remark which was
verv true and for which I thank him He
told us that in Eix years Canada had increased
in population by 582,000 persons le this
the wild howling wildernese that 

t
we have

heard of? Has this been going on in the
backwoods about which the changes have
been runc from one end of the country to the
other ? In six years its increase has been
larger than the whiole population of Nova
Scotia. This is the terrible country with
which we are connected, and which is hang-
ing like a milîstone about our necks I
thank the lion. member for the illustration,
and I feel that wlen he comes to reflect upon
it he will see that a very great deal of the
contumely that has been heaped upon Cana-
da is undeserved, because she i a great and
growing country. In reference to the re-
marks of the hon. member for Halifax, Mr
Cochran, concerning the feeling in the city,
I will merely say that my observations were
made in answer to some remarks about a
great change Laving taken place in publie
opinion here, and about the return of five
Anti-Confederate members being a proof that
a large majority of this constituency were
unfavorable to union. I said that, as I was
informed, the city had thrown a considerable
majority in favor of Confederation-to that
hie colleague assented, but I did not say, and
I should be sorry to say, that the whole
wealth and intelligence of the metropolis
were with us I will say nothing of the in-
fluences which he spoke of further than to
remark that I have seen such assertions as
he made here denied most emphatically I
would Le sorry to intimate that the hon gen-
tleman would say anything that he does not
know to be true, but when he saye that the
Dominion authorities sent down a despatch
tellhng the employees to vote for the Union
candidates on pain of dismissal, I take leave
t
o tell him that I wish the aseertion to be

proved Mr. Tilley denied it in the most
clear terme, and if the proof can Le given, I
take it for granted that it will be produced,
but until then I take the liberty of denying
the assertion

I Lad nearly forgotten to notice the speech
of the Provincial Secretary, who, contrary
to the usage of members of Government, of
puttng themselves in the forefront of the
battle, waited until nearly all the ammuni-
tion Lad been expended and nearly all the
guns had been fired off, and then came to the
resue by givîug to the House Lis version of
the subject. He told us that Le was once a
Unioniet. I am very sorry for his perver.

sion, and as some of hie followers have helad
out the flag of truce to me, saying, " come
with ns, and we will do then good,"1 I feel
inclined to say the same to him, more espea
cially as he ehould have been led by manly,
British feeline ta come to the aid of one who
was bein pitched into by some dozen of hie
opponents The Provincial Secretary said
that our harbors are open all the year round,
while those of Canada are closed in winter,
and that therefore our condition was not
suitable for a Union. I can anderstand a
gentleman living on the South Shore talking
in that way, but if he came with me to visit
the ports on the Gulf of St Lwrence-some
of therm the finest in this Province-he would
find it bard to discover an open harbor in
winter Where, in the fine County of Pie-
tou, i there an open harbor? las Sydney
an open harbor? Then going around by
Wallace, Pugwash, Windsor and Hantsport,
and the other porte on the Bay of Fundy, he
would find the harbors aIl closed. Yet he
says that the Union is unsuitable because our
ports are open and those of Canada closed.
We would do well enough, the Provincial
Seoretry thinks, united to New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island, and vet the ports
of the Island are closed until May As to
New Brunswick, it is true that a coneiderable
coast i open, but the most flourishing parts
are closed for six months. What, then, be-
comes of his argument?

He told us also that the figures prepared
by Mr. Johnston were calculated to deceive,
and that we are to lose by Confederation
W480,000 this year. I will not say that the

figures of the Provincial Becretary were cal-
culated for the purpose of deception, but
how did he arrange them ? Ail that is due
on the Provincial building was charged
against next year, when he knows that that
is a part of the public debt The building
represents its whole coet; if the Dominion
takes it the building »ill be set down at its
cost, and the balance will Le paid out of the
Dominion treasury; and I ask then why, in-
stead of that being credited, it was cheared
agaînst our revenues ? I do not care whether
you call it £40,000 or the building, if we
Land it over to Canada we must get credit
for it, and therefore I say that a great mis-
take was made in chargtng the balance
agaînst next year's revenue. But what
more? The Province' Las to provide two-
thirds of the cost of a new Poore' Asylum;
but by what jugglery can the Provincial
Secretary charge the whole cost against next
year's income? The cost i to be acattered
over several years, or »ill Le merely intereet-
bearing debt.

The next observation of the hon gentleman
was that the Quebec Scheme was better than
the new arrangement, because it gave the
Local Legislatures the righft to tax our exp
porte I am thankful that the ddlegates had
wisdom enough to take away that power, be-
cause if there Le any one duty more hurtful
and detestable than another it Is an export
duty New Brunswick, it is true, Las au ex-
port duty of one shilling per ton on timber,
and we have a royalty of sixpence per ton
on coal, but we should Le exceedîngly glad
that the possibility of any increased tax
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being inposed han been removed 1 would
inflnitely prefer that a revenue should be
raised by a tax on incomes or a per capt/a
tax than by an export duty, and 1 am there-
fore, I repeat, glad tbat the right was taken
away by the British Parliament That step
was not taken with a view of givmng to the
General Government the right to impose the
duty, but to prevent difficulties from arising
Suppose, for example, tbat New Brunswick
imposed an export duty of twenty ver cent
upon some articles produced only by ber, the
result would be that the other Provinces
would be taxed to that extent for the pecu-
har products of the Colony of New Bruns-
wick We were to be made one in effect, and
yet that power would enable the Local Legie-
lature to create hostilify and inconvenience,
and yet the Provincial Secretary considers
this one of the disadvantages of the new
scheme. Hle quoted Dr Tupper to me. I am
not bound to look at that gentleman as very
high authority, and whien the lion member
gives me Dr. Tupper I will give him Mr
Howe, and my authority wilt bc as good
witla him as bis is with me When Dr Tup-
per said tht the House ehould have been
dissolved in 1860. and Mr Iiowe said it
should not, Mr. Howe was right, and the
British Government so decided. Ie had
around him men who were capable of telling
him what tie constitutional fw was I was
not a member of his Governmer.t at that or
-.ny other time; my advice was never asked
by Mr. lowe, nor was it cver tendered to
him, but ho had around him men who were
competent to do their duties well

The Prov. Secy. said that 1 hal boasted
having been brought up at the feet of Howe
and Young, and he and otheri aosociated me
with democratic prînciples. I repudiate the
imputation. The liberal party of this coune
try went in for reform and progrees; but
they had as much true conservatism amnong
them as the conservative party had Some
of the conservatives of this country juicped
over our heads and became radicale, while
we were the true conservatives While I
learnt the principles of progress and adopt.,
cd them, I learut also that the conservation
of the rights of the Crown and of Parliament
were as necessary as the conservation of the
people's rights. IIe told us that some one
had made the remark that Earl Ruseell, while
in power, was a Tory, and while in opposi-
tion was a Liberal I should lîke to ask hies
whether he, now that ha is in power, is a
Liberal or a Tory ? What kind of a hetero.
geneous government have we ? A repeat go-
vernment some say,-that is all, they are
like a bunch of sticks, with nothing to tie
them together,-they have no other policy
than that expressed in the shout of the hon
member for Colchester - " Repeal ' Repeal'
Repeal ' Yet these gentlemen say to me,
" get away from us, you are a democrat-
vou were brought up at the feet of Howe and
Young-we are the truc conservativeR-etand
aside and let greater men pas' I 'd not
expect to hear from a member with so soft a
voice and gentlemanly a manner as the Prov
Secy. has, such strong language as ho used.
He talked about people banging me fron
every barn in the country. Some one threat-

ened to bang me as high ans Haman, but why
erect a gallows forty cubits high for that
purpose if I have bren hung already ? The
bon gentleman had better be careful that the
popular tide does not change, and be will fnd
himself banting in effigy to a barn in Digby
some day Popilarity is often very evanes-
cent, and the day mny come when even he
will find himself deserted by many of bis
followers fe can tell us what is to be the
result of this appeal to the Throne ' Ie is
in the confidence of IIer Majesty's Govern-
ment ' ' and no doubt carries on a correspon-
dence across the water' ' ' He telle thecoun-
try " do not be alarmed, 1, the Prov. Secy ,
having beld office for thrce iounths, have the
wisdom and authority to tell you what wili
come to pas " When we get tos the doors cf
the Colonial Secretiry's office, whether we
have to knock dovu its watts with ram's
borns or not, I will tell you what the answer
wil be It will be " take bock ,our consti-
tution, and ithen new life will be infused into
Nova Scotia, and we will have an immense
revenue to distribute " What a beautiful
picture of the change that is to take place
in this latter-ay of bis dreams Nova Sco-
tia is to have such prosperity as was never
beard of before, and ber trade wil be so
vigorous that she wiil not mmd a fifteen per
cent. tariff ie does not pretend, however,
that had we remained as we were, our
duties would not have had to be raised.

t have passed over the speech of the Prov.
Secretary, more hurriedly than I should like
to ha- e done had time permitted delay, but I
come now to the speech of the ihon. member
for Lunenburg. I feel it due to him to say
that I regret the circumstances under which
bis speech on the first evening was interrupt-
ed Ilis address was not marred by anything
of whicl I can complain, but while advo-
catng the -views lie held with all earnestness,
he avoided ieferences which others made, and
which in mcy opinion vere ont of place He
sid, and the statement wa repeated by
othere, that the constitution of England was
not changed by Cathohîo Emancipation and
the repe 1 of the Corn Law, but that these
measures increased the thberties of the people.
I deny that ti toto, -n the sense in which the
terme are applhed Who were the people of
Great Britain before Catholîo Emancipation
was passed ? The people who had control of
the Government, and of overy publie office,
andl fron whomn alone the Sovereign could
could come, were the Protestants of Great
Britain Outside of these there were no
"people" according to the constitution.
The Catholics were not recognized as a part
of the people, but were deprived of the rights
of British subjects Instead, therefore, of
the emancipation being an extension of the
lberties of the people it was a curtailment of
them, because by throwmng in large additions
of Catholics to the conetituencies, the powers
of those who before had held the franchise
werc abrided. Some of those who engaged
in this debate may be wiser than Burke and
Pitt, but these men drclared the measure to
be an infringement of the constitution as
adopted et the revolution. They carried the
bill through Pariament, however, in spite of
an immense majority of the people, who were
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never asked to vote on the question at the
pols. Parliament pssed the Act snd de-
cided the question by opening thicr doors and
every office in the kingdom save one to the
aspiration of every honcst Catholio subject
I deny most emphatically that these cbanges
were referred to the people, and that they
were not made n opposition to the feelings
of the majority of the electors A reference
was also made to the Stamp Act passed to
tax the American colonies, and while on that
subject I wis'i to how the distinctionbetween
that Act and the Stamp Act re-cntly brought
into operation The Attorney General and
others atteniptcl to show nu înalogy, ani
tricd to make it appear t h t the extsting
Etamp Act was pL-toid and enforced by s
foreign Parliaincut Suon, lowever, is not
the case The first was patset y the Parlia
ment of Great Britain to mnake the colonies
pay a share of the expeuses u t the war which
lad just terminated between :ngland and
France,- war in which the colonies had
spent some of theni bt blool, an;1 a share of
their treasure But the whole comparison is
donc away when we rcilect that the existing
Act was passed by a Parlhament mn which we
we have a voice Gentlemen may say that
it is a small voice and not worth havinu,-no
matter how small it changes the constitution-
al rule relating to the whole matter. The ob-
jection was to " taxation without representa-
tion," but we have a representation

From more than one member here, aud
over and over agan in this diocussion, wae
have heard that the soheme of Union was ob-
jectionable, because one of the delegates,
while passing through Quebec, attached his
name to it on Sunday morning,-it has never
been pretended that more thn one did it
The deed, of course, was to b regretted, but
I can tell gentlemen that there has been mo e
heavy sins than that committed round these
benches vithin the past few days, sud it
would b well for us all if, when the time
approaclied, for us to lesve the world if wo
had no greater Ein to snswer for. I can ap-
preciate a due regard for the Sabbath and the
propriety of observîng it with decorum, but
I cannot appreciate this double refinig, this
straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel
Some of the gentlemen who made this objec-
tion committed a worse sin within hal an
hour afterwards by reviling their neighbors

(The usual bour for adjournment having
arrived, the debate was adjourned and the
Ihouse adjourncd.)

TirunsitAn , Feb 20.

The House met at 11 o'clock

The adjourned debate waas resumed

Mr. BLANcHARD continued -I would not,
Mr Speaker, have claimed so much time were
it not for the peculiar circumstances in which
I am placed But of the number of gentle-
men who spolie at the other side, a good
many occupied more thau an hour and a half,
and to all who spoke I ara called upon to re-
ply I will take care, however, that my re-
marks this morning sall be brought withîn
a small compass, for I find that I have goe
over nearly al that I desired to say. There
were one or two points which I omitted yes-

terday in speaking of the finances, and these
I will take up first I shewed the House thst
the financial statement. publihed yesterday
morning, in answer to the calculations of Mr.
Johnston, contained tawo or three gross errors
uy not taking into consideration the free
'onds that wili be imported

, there was another error which I
on. i to mention, and which was one that
such a gentleman as Mr Jones should not

ave made. Referring to one item that he
mentione, we find him stating that at the pre-
sent rate of duty cotton warp wili not be
largely imported. Does not every one know
that at this monient cotton warp is only hilf
the price that it was last year ? It has come
down from l 31 to 81 sterling per pound;
and yet that gentleman, in charging the duty
derivable at fifteen per cent , his not taken
notice of the price The same importation of
cotton warp that was made last year would
cost just half whbat it did then, and therefore
the duty, as compared with last jear, will
stand at 7à per cent Yet that gentleman,
actuated, n<o dibt, by a desire to make the
matter look s bad as possible, hAs catetlitd
the duty a tbing payable on the same q1nu

tity and at li ai e price There is also a
ver, large i eduction in the price of aIl cot-
ton good r, aund 3 t Mr Jones takes no notice
of this.

The ion meibei tor Colchester (Mr
Chanibein ), wlio d. , It upon the tariff, muet
liave been aware of the"' facts I bave no
doubt lie does not like that the whole country
bhould know them, and would prefer that his
coustomera ehould not know that cotton î dic
cotton warp bas fallen nearly 100 per cent
It was said in course of the debate th1it it was
never intended or expected that the delegates
would haoe taken sny action in England that
would bînd this country-that they were
merely to bave gone bore for consultation,
and to have returned with a scheme for rati.
fication by this Parîament. That statement
has gone from lip tu up, but I hold iu my
hand a public declaratioun made by the
leader of the Gouernment at the tine when
the resolution passed lu 1806, in reply to
Mr Annand, Dr. Tupper made this explans-
tion, which ie to be tound on page 224 of the
debates -

" lion. Provincial Secretary, in reply to a
iemark fuom Mr Annand, said that the pas-
sage of the resolution would enable a scheme
of Union to be given effect to by the Imperial
Parliament, but that one of the conditions
would be that the existing Legislatures would
not be mterfcred with, and would continue to
sit for the terni of their election '

I ask whether, in the face of this declara-
tion, it eau be said that the country was de-
ceived, and that the delegates were not given
complete authority ? The only reservation
was that the existing Legislature should not
be dissolved until the period of their exist-
ence had expired. lu the face of this declara-
tion given to the country, liow ean the com-
plaint of deception be made ? The resolution
itself was as plai as it could be written; but
to prevent the possibiity of a misunderstand-
ing, the leader of the Government, in dise
tinct and unqualified terme, decolared that the
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delegatea would ask the British Parliament
to pass the Act. But we bave heard that this
Act of Union has never been recognized by
this Legislature What was the fact ? Did
not the delegates come back after the Act
had received lier Najesty's arsent, and give
the countiy to understand that nothing but
the Q.cen'e Proclamation was necessary to
carry the measure int3 effect This Legis
lature, furthermrre, by the first Chapter of
the Acte of 1867, recognized the Britishi
North America Act as positively as if it had
re enacte i it clause by clause, accepting en-
tirely tne condition of affaira

lion. ATT. GENEDAL -Thr name of the
Act is not onour statute boqk

Mr BLANiÇCtARD continued -What, then,
is the meaning of the Act providing that the
whole pubie system should be aitCred ? What
was the object In cIarging the members Of
the Legirlature if the Act ws not recognzd?
But the ninth clanse of the chapter which t
referred to mentions the British North Amer-
ica Aot in terms recognizing it as the law of
the country, and providinr how the Leirsla-
turc shahi be controlled after it cornes into
operation Notwithstandrng that we bave
two 1 iws of our own Legislature, baeed upon
the Union Act. we are told that the country
was deceived and betrayed, and never con-
templated the passage of the measure I
ahall wait with anticipation to hear what the
Attorney General will reply to that branch of
ny argument If time peimitted, 1 should
like to bave gone into an examination of the
amendments which I bave laid on the table,
itecause I boleve them to contain a genuine
exposition of constitutional law se far as I
have been able to embody it in the advocacy
of what I conceive to be the true Etate of the
question I prepared them with that view,
and I iuvit the Attorney General to take
them as a body or singly, and to show to the
country where I bave made a false statement,
taken wrong views, or miestated the lw I
will not go over them, because I have already
occupied considerable time, and I do nrt bc-
Ireve in the advantage of very long speeches

Some rhembers bave quoted the despatches
as though the Colonial iecretary had required
the meessure to be submitted to the people
That course, t venture to say, was never con-
templated. The directions frorm the Colonial
ofice were that the matter ehould be referred
to the legislatures, end by the l gislatures
the soheme was passed Whether the miem
bers of the Parliament of Nova Scotia betraS-
cd their trust, or not, in another question I
am not here as their defetidet, but I ngit
reply to the taunts which haîe been used by
saying that the men wvho were here then were
equal, if not supeiror, to those who are hero
now; not only in point of talent and abrlity,
but in honor and patriotism For my own
part, I frel no reason to be seaamed of the
position I ocoupied, for two rearsons I act-
ed in accordance with the convictions of my
mind, sent I was aesciated with crentlemen
for whose character, talents and opinions I
had no reason to blueh, however much abuse
may stuce have been thrown on them by gen-
tlemen who will ait here for many a day be-
fore they earn for themselves the namne and
fame posessed by them. The hou. meirber

for Sydney took delight in attacking Mr
Bourinot, who, when he was here, waa well
able to take hiris own part; and the hon.
tuember for Colchester attacked bis former
colleague, attaching to him the name of
" smooth bore " I cannot say that I admire
eriher the gsod taste or dlioscy sehown by
thus attacking absent men Some men are
very hold when the enemy is not in sight
But if we are te be bored by anythng
I should prefer that it be by a " smooth
bore," rather than snything else, but Mr
Archioîld's smoothness is of the krid of
which I should like to see more bere; and if
bored at aIl thit the operation should not be
performed by uch dull and worn rut pod
aucers as we have iere The public charac-
ter of those men is before the country, and
they need not fear the verdict of frturity,-
I therefore feel thait ta make myself their
chasmpion would be going beyond what is ne-
cessary I wish, however, that some of ther
were here for a lîttle while, lfor if they were,
some of those who bave been so free ru talk-
ing of "treachery" and "emooth bores"
and " wily men " would forbear, or if they
did not, would receive such e castigation on
the floors of this House, as ru my opinion
their conduct merits They have gone else-
where, bowever, some ru the discharge of
puboi duties, others into private if. and
under ail the circumstances t would bave
been better to bave conducted thie dicusion
without some of the unseemrly references
which were made.

It was said by the hon. member for Krngs,
the Provincial Scoretary, and one or two
others, that if we received $500,000 fromr Ca-
nada it was in paý ment of the debt which
Canada was bound to pay. It i most extra-
ordinary that members will pervert the plarm
figures placed before them,-I showed the
House that Canada had paid $00,000 beyond
and above the amounts collected,-it was not
for debt, but 'I50,000 was for the Annapois
Railway, and $450,000 were for our current
expenses It is true that $100,000 was for
interest, but that ru not debt,-it is a portion
of what this Province would bave to pay if it
were not for Confederation To al this there
has not been a pretence at contradiction.

Hon Pnov SrTArtanY -Iu cet the suM
advanced to be added to our debt ?

Mr. BLANCHARD continued -We will ses

presently Our debt, it i said, i up to eight
ruilions and a half#f dollars, and the Gen-
eral Government bas paid the interest on the
$500,000, by ihich it exceeds the lrmited
amount If it is adde i to our debt it wili be
because we are not able te meet our current
expensue Let the Government bring down
the proof to controvert my statements if they
can,-it i impossible that they can do so,
because leaving out the Annapolis Railway
which may be considered debt, S450,000 i
the tmallest sru paid to Nova Scotia in dis-
charre of ber curri ent liabilztres The ques-
tion is whether the moneyu collected here
werc sufhcient ta meet those liabihlties,-I as-
sert that they were not, and if I am right we
have not got the worst end of the bargain.
When gentlemen coii' bere and pretend to
show that the new t iriff will put inta the Ca-
nadian treasury $500,000 more than wasever
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taken from Nova Scotia before, 1 reply that
the proof of the pudding im in the eating,
and the plain fact ls that since lt July we
have gone behind hand about $500,000 If
an answer can be given to this assertion i
trust it will bu given, but none has been at-
tempted so far The hon. member for King@
was exceedingly anxious to make an attack
on me, and I felt afterwards that I Was less
plucky than usual wben I prevented him
opeming up a previous debate for the purpose
of goiug into a criticisrn upon my remarkt,
but I thought that I and the louse and the
oountry bad had enough of those attacks.
and therefore resolved tat if members vere
anxious te display their wit they shoutld do
se within the rules of Parliament. le, bow-
ever, referred to ome remarks of mine about
my feelings after an encounter with Mr John-
son Sir, when I bave a skin on which no
lash will produce an impression I may be in
the position of some who never feel a sting.
He reminds me of the cattile n a particular
part of Ireland, which, it is said, are a most
convenient description of cattle, for wheu he
wanted a bide be bad only te whip him
through a bedge,-that would take the skin
off, but in course of the next week a new one
would come on. i feel attacks that are made
upon me and do not pretend that T am net sen-
sitive, nor do I envy the man who does net feel
them. But when the bon. member says that
after the attack which be referred te I should
bave gone te my constituents and told them
that I was unfIt t represent them, ho much
mistook honorable and gentlemanly feeling

We have been tatked te about taxes and
tariffs and some gentlemen with no bated
breath, and one gentleman said that three-
fourths of the people would prefer annexa-
tion te the United States to Confederation. It
required al[ your vigilance, Mr. Speaker.
te check these disloyal sentiments, but I
sBhould like to point them te the land of their
delîght, and show them that the greatest
taxation ever dreamed of prevails there I
came yesterday acrose a statement compiled
from statistice which ohewed that the taxation
of the United States amounts te $22 07 for
every man, woman and child within the
Union per annum. Who will talk about
annexation being preferable to Confederation
after that? Who will say that it is better te

go into the Democracy and pay a share of
its war debt-better that our country should
be ruined with all its interests than that
we should be associated with our fellowusub-
jects in Canada? I conceive that the ex-
pressions which we heard upon that point
were made in haste, and that there is hardly
a man in or out of the House who would re-
peat 'them after an hour's consideration
Away, if you please, with all loyalty and at-
tachment te the British Crown, decide if you
like as te which country we are te join upon
mere national considerationis, but let us not
forget that if we go under the stars and
stripes, taking even the lowest view of the
cases, we will be a hundred times more heav-
ily taxed than we are within the Dominion
I feel in making these remarks at the close
of Lthe debate that I am not like a person
passing through an arid desert, cullng a
flower here and there, because the subject

abounds with argument, and the only diffl-
culty is in selecting which te give the pre-
ference te I bave already commebted upon
some peculiar and unnecessary itatements
and references that were made, but there was
an expression used which i have not referred
to, and which grated very harmhly on my
ear, it was the phase " common drunkard "
Applied as it was te a publie man of bigh
station, I feel theexpression to bave been one
of which the gentleman using it should have
been ashamed, as I know ome of bis friends
were on account of bis coarsenes The re-
ference was either te Mr. McGee or to Sir
John A MacDonald-I care not te which of
them; but I will tell the hon member for
Pictou that ho should be a little more eau-
tious before he ventures to throw stones. I
am as sober a man as there is in the Province,
but I should bu very sorry te apply such a
term to any one, and I would remind the
hon gentleman that there are some of bis
own bouse and of hs own associates whom
the phrase would suit as well as any of the
publie men of Canada

Mr. SPEAKER said that tbis expression was
out of order.

Mr BLANcHAnD -I have nO objection te
withdraw it, but the remark was no more
out of ordcr thaa the language which I am
replying te and which was used deliberately
in reference to Mr McGee, or Sir John A. Mo-
Donald

The EPEAKER -It is net in my power te
control members in speaking of persons else-
where, but I cannot allow any offince, by im-
plication or otherwise, to those over whom I
am presiding.

Mr. BLMCIIAntA -My remark bad no refer-
ence to any person within thesa walls, and I
should be sorry to retalate in the style dis-
played by the hon member for Pictou, but I
repeat that there is hardly a man in Nova
Scotia who, after sitting down and calmly
reflecting upon those with whom he is con-
nected, will fuel himself in a position to throw
atones at his neighbors; and I think that
when any member so far forgets himself as to
use the language which I referred te, ho
merits the answer which I have given. The
same gentleman gave us another long dis
course on the question of the lande at Pictou
taken for Railway purposes. I is not denied
that in being granted agaîn, the late govern-
ment restricted the lese to the right te use
them for those purposes. Some of the leases
of those lands were made by the governmen;
of which Dr. Tupper was the leader, and I
and my colleagues issued others If, how-
ever, they be unconstitutional and void,
there is a way of arrivîng at that decision
The substance of the whole complaint seems
to be that some one appied for a water lot
on which to make a marine slip, and was in-
formed that ho could not get a grant of the
water in front of the land of any person else
The land ceased to b the property of the
projectors of the slip when it became the prow
perîy of the govern:nent for publie purposes.
I do not feel n a position to Bay whEther the
quantity of tand taken was too great or net,
but I do say that the moment the land was
dedicated te publie purposes the Marine Slip
Company and everybody else lout their rights
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in it; but I take for grantcd that, if they had but leave it, truuting thal the bon meimber
applied, they would not have been refused will reflect upon his language, and feel that
the lease it ehould be withdrawn He gave us poetic

The hon niember eaid also that we ciuld quotatons i any quantity in his speech, and
have ha] Reciprocity without an-ybody being quoted Shakespeare n reference to me i
a bit the wieer, by means of legielation If ho recollect hearing Mr H owe pay that one
understood the matter he would know that could make Sha neare and the Bible prove
that is junt wh'it we have always refuge1 on anything, bpt whit quotation wsIse elected
any terme Legiislttve reciprocity means for me ? I waq in relation to the man who
that the Senate and Ilouse of Repreenliîve never yiiled. I did not think that such a
of the Unted Statcs hPl psis a biiH for ad- deQ îption was appicable t-> me-that I was
mittip certain aitieles duty free Chiq ear, a ynic, who nevet' enjoyed anything like a
'andt that the ix t ar it may be ie ipealed Ïke, but Shb*1espeare speakm somewhere of
No colonV wmild acccpt Puich an %i ranem"nt a man wh ocs snile, and hoe aye
ior an our, beciue the efoTet woufld ti e C
build ip nteresie %.dA tride, nl1 aftir w Tt rnav snii' m i imile a . i i- a

bad got them vi operation, three lines in aitfl

Act of Congress would destroy them ttterly feel that perhapsthebet nswerI an give
The very faulit that was foiind with th- Cana- to the bon member in to repat oime of the
dian minieters was that they hintel a wil- language which lie uilnd leave it n the
Iingnees to accept lep-ilative reciprocit. We eare of the Ileuse and of the country lie
had once an Act ot the Legislature cf the said lie would lie afraid to meet mie n a dark
United States b which grounîd pIlatnr was lane, or Ce have nie bebini him in such a
admitted duty free; ail airound the Bay of lace When a inmber of Chie Houee woult
Fundy, as if by,magic, mills were erected to core up 10 another placet in mà joaition,
grîdn the plaster, but in a year or two after it us- 'ueli langîisinc, 1 feel that ho neeîle
that industry was fairly under way the Sen- but litIe reply 1 ani an assalaîn, ar 1 ? lo
ate revoked the Act, the mille went t, in, is ruch mîstaken in my charer Wha-
and are lying there yet, monuments of thi ever 1 have 0 may Ci a man I eay it to hie
folly and danger of legielative reciprocit face-not in a dark bne or behînd hie back,
Does not the hon mcmber know, luithei- but 1ean Coll hîm Chat a man who would aîr
more, that we could not pass an act to admit aO another sncb a atab as ho aiiet at me,
frec the goode of any one country alone? wocld do anything lu a dark Jane The use
The policy of the Britieh Government is that of thie languige aciiiinled for the norsone-
such arrangements are to be made only by nîse of the hon member yeelerday, when il
act of the Imperial Parliament or by treaty. wae agred between the AtIy BineraI and
When ho talke about the United States hav- myeelf Chat our epeechoshould ose the de
ing reciprocity with one Province, he hould halle eprang lu hie feet and wae moot
know that the thing i impîossible, and jethe auxuce 1 kuow shether ho could ot gel an
talks as if Canata were the bee noir, and 'i opportunily Cc reply I am willing to hear
if we could get a treaty without any ci<flicolty lrn if the mIes of ile Iouîe will permit it
if we were once rid of ber. But if he seul If wî are b sit for a week or a month longer,
refer to his leader, the Attorney Gen"ral, ho by ail mene lel ue lise the ropty and the me-
awill be told that, in hie opinion, reciprocity joînder whicb wili follow lie eaid aleo Chai
is ail a deluion-that we have no need for it sucb langsage ae I hai ueoc wae only lu ho
at aIl, and would be far botter without it- hoard in lIe Police office, the Cigb market,
that we want protection, and should keep ante back Plume of tIe eiîy t ast if anv
ourselves to ourselves menîer ci the Iloue îe svasid in makîng

Thse hon. member for Pîctou wae foreno' ulacremars e m e? Wlon lie Culise whou
amcng thoe who Calei about treaclery, andtIae uack slum t flel Iflat othore rnay

hventecfar aete compare the mcii io b aetfamiliar ith hens lca tice as H
voledtfor Confederalion avîth Moutu.eli and lIe thon seent on tjý Calk cf rny Dame and
Lopoz, the moet conlemptible characlere that famîly. 0f Chat nuche h ave good ree on t-

hîeury hae îsroduced. I soler that bie dîi ho pronu , but lsen tho bon. member undor
not eornpare ce aîtb Judae Oscariot, for ho akee- o tell me Chat a brother, eho his been
coulti onaly go Chat one etop farîber ,han hoileais foîr lwonîy-fisc yoare, weould, ho ashameti
vent I si gla to ehar hî say Chat le btf me if ha terel hmere, ask n if ho shouldi

had îîo pereonal acquînuance asiti the Soe',- not feel somewhat athame ? The honor of
tors, heoauce, if hoe ha, hoe cuwld not have my fadily ym in ay kccping, n t in he,-îf t

ueel eîch language ai Iliat Chey avere 6'% were iu hie 1 foor it aoultd beradly tarniehou
diegrace le lIse country " e John Il. Ander- lheu cxtl ho Celli t) met about my famîly
son, T D Arclibsld, John Locke or lenja h ha btter bevar of tIe retaliaion whnict
min Wier a digrace l Ctie country ? AnI wsul age he reenlt 1 do ot rly for ly ad

ho le Chie tIsai has the coolnoss C corne bore fonce on the furm cf y anceelore, but de-
and sîeak lu Oiat way cf or public mon ?my osn rîbe t ar r and on my own ablty, Ant

Whcn il îe in liii powerCî 10 boatt of lîavîne i epeat Chat hon next he hon member
done for hie coîuntry one sundcdCb part cI féels p nclined to inreule in Chle attack he
the zood sitcb eune cf neee mon lisse duntie nuh t ot frget lie I eIl iuse aie ppportu
for îî, se mîgb ho content 10 liqten to bîr n ity for reuly i rere t exciedingl thln e

Soe cf Chose gentlemen have built up larg~e lis drîvcn me mbt a lino wbîcb I wviulIt pre-
fortunes by their indui3try anti eter)riCb, l'rl tea bave aken n eloryang thie u rhae,
anut have donc more for Nova Scotia Chan he -as I sautijd efore, I l whhut the olv branch
and hie friende avili do in the next bundreti in cloen my last pech, and almst plead
yeawe. n avilo sy o nore upon thie point, cd Ihat se eboulc have no more exhibitions
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of warm feeling, but that the publie business Lords and Commons of England have deter-

should be oarried on in a gentlemanly tone mined to make an alteration in the constitu-

and marner. I rejoice that that appeal was tion they were at perfect liberty to do no, for

responded to suitably by manv members who the simple reason that there le no authority

have engaged in the debate. I now, in con- superior to theirs that can question what they

clusion, thank the House for the patience have done. But le that the case in this coun-

with which my address bas been listened to, try ? Wbat sort of a conttitutlion bse the

and promise that unless circumstances require people of Nova Scotia ? A written constitu-

it I will not again occupy so large a portion tion and charter, given to them through the

of time. commission of the Governor of the Province
S m O' ATin 1747, and composed likewise of a number

PEECR OF lON. ATTOR~NEY cf instructions in despatches, which I have
GE NE R AI. carefully examned, but which I shall not read

IloN A¶ToREYGENaERAL said -Iamhappy to the Ilouse That charter defines the

that at last this debate, which i the most im- Legislature of the Provnce to consist of a

portant that ever occurred in the Legislative Governor quant king, a counci quast Lords,

halls of this Province, i about being brought and a louse of tepresentatives quasi Com-

to a close In the remarks which it will bc mons, and confers authority upon it to make

my duty to offer to the Iouse I will not imitate laws, statutes aud ordinances for the peace,

the tempeatuous oratory of the learned and order and good goverument of the colony -

honorable gentleman who bas just resumed This constitution is defined and written like
his chair, but I shall endeavor as calmly and that Of the UnItd States, and ouriParlhament
coolly as te possible to review him and his consistirig Of Governor, Courcil and Assembly

discourse. I will not notice the amendments have no power to legiate beyond the authori-

which ha bas offered, because in sustainiig ty couferred on them by them commission or

the resolutions which I submitted I must letters patent. Therefore it is possible for a

necessarily refute his, as they were introduced statute of this Legislature t> b void and there

for the purposeof contradictug mine. Ican- ls a power which eau declare it se. lu

not of course admit the soundness of the con- order to illsstrate this position Jet us sup-

etitutional law which those amendments em- pose that the Legislature of Nova Scotia

body, and I do net beleve they are alto. passed au act authorising the Legislature of

gether accurate as to facts I shal however Prince Edward Island to tax the people of

treat the honorable and learned member with Nova Seotia They would have the power

the utmost possible courtesy, and shall en- practically and defacto to put such a law on

deavor as far as possible to indorse his own the statute book, but I ask if that statute

estimate of himself le telle us that b les a would not be void? I ask if the people of

very profound lawyer-I intend to admit it, Nova Sootia could bu tasxed under an act pas-

-he says he is very brave-the terror of aIl sed ingruc Edward Island and by the au-

his enemies -I will admit that also,-he is a thority of such a statute? Let us suppose for

hero. But there te one perfection which I a moment that by virtue of the Legislative

fear I cannot concede te the honorable gen- power conferred on them by this Parlisment,
tileman, I am not prepared to admit that he is the Legislature of Prince Edward Island im-

a very good logician His dialecties arc a lit-( posed a stsmp duty such as Canada has tak-

tle disordered, and I fear that in the mul- en the lihberty of imposing oU us,-and sup-

tiplicity of his studies ha bas not paid a great pose that s gentleman in Nova Scotia had

deal of attention to the art of logic. The first given to another a note of hand which the

of the resolutions which Ilaid on the table as- law of Prince Edward Island declared void,

serts the somewhat self-evident proposition unless stamped, and that an action was

that the Legielature of this country, having brought upon it,-thc maker of the note

been elected to make lawe, statutes and pleads the statute of Prince Edward Island,

ordinances, under a written commission or and what would the Suprene Court say ?

charter, had no power or authority to effect Would not the Supreme Court have the power

an alteration or abridgement of the con- to decide that the Legislature of Nova Scella

stitution. That was a proposition, one would bad transgresecd its authority in passing

suppose, that was too self-evident to be con- such a law, conferring on a foreign legisla-

troverted,snd I ask, Mr. Speaker, how the turc the power to tax Our people? Would
learned member fron Inverness bas attempt- not the judges refer to this charter and de-

ed to controvert it ? le bas done so by re- clare the stamp act voidt That undoubtedly
ferring te the Imperial Parliament, sud say - would be the decision, and if the judges did

ing in effect -" Because the Imperial Parha- not decide so they would conduct themselves
meut possesses the power to alter the con- lu opposition to the plaincst principles of
stitution, therefore the inferior Parliament of justice and common scuse If they did not

Nova Scotîs bas the same authority '' He decide to the party to wnomu the note was

need not have given himself the trouble to given would appeal to the Privy Council, and
search for precedents and authorities to sus- how long would such a law be allowed to dis-
tain his view of the power of the Parliament grace the statute book of Nova Scotia. There
of Great Britain, for who ever doubted or fore the comparison hetween ite two Parlia-

q uestioned the extent of that power ? The ment was entiiely inapplicable. The Legis.
arliament of that country 1s the auprerme lature of Nova Scotia as compared with that

power in the land,-it stands above every- of Great Britain is likîe a mosquito compared

thing and can therefore do as it pleases It with an elephaut There is a remarkable re-
is absolute within itself, and there ise no power semblance between them,-the motquito has
within the constitution that can review its acts a long trunk, as WC sometimes know when he
sud statutes Consequently when the Queen, penetrates our flesh and causes no little irri-
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tation of our nerves, and so has the elephant
The elephant could take a man up on his
trunk and pitch him on his back, and if I
isserted that the mosquito could not do the
samie, following hie process of reasoning in
the present case, the learned gentleman would
contradict me and refer to the elephant in
proof of his opinion The reasoning in the
one case is as good as that in the other, and
when the honorable gentleman undertook to
caet a doubt on the authority ot Lord Mans-
field I am agaitt involuntarily 1t forcibly
reminded of the mosquito and the elephant
I think I have shown plainly that therc is no
comparison between the two Legislaturce, -I
have shown that it does not follow that be-
cause the Imperial Parliament can alter the
constitution, the Parhaîment of Nova Scotia
can do so too But ha has asserted that the
Legislature of Nova Scotia had repeatedly
altered the Constitution. There I am at issue
again with the hon member as to the facts This
Legislature has in no single instance altered
the constitution, but has always enacted its
las within the range of the constitutional
authority conferred by the charter and the
instructions of which I have spoken. "<But,"
says the honorable member for Inverness,

ihas not this Legislature altered the polling
districts throughout the country? Have they
not increased the representation of one coun-
ty and lessened that of another? and is this
not an alteration of the constitution?" My
answer is, ne. These were no violations of
the constitution. At the time when the Gov-
ernor was ordered to call our assembly for
the purpose of making laws there was no
subdivision into counties, the country was
sparsely populated, no survey had bien made,
and as a consequence the Province was as it
were all one county. The instructions from
the home government tell the Governor and
Council, in calling together the Legislature,
to make such distribution of the seats as they
thought proper, so that they acted under
the constitution throughout When the
country was subdivided tmto townships and
counties, it became necessary ta alter the ren
presentation, and thus the whole proceedings
to which he refers are etrictly withn the
limite of constitutional authority

Then again the honorable member referred
to the case of Cape Breton, and asked, "IDid
not the King in council by proclamation
unite Cape Breton and Nova Scotia?" He
did; and that circumstance goes to maintan
the lino of argument which I have adopted
What vas the condition of Cape Breton ?
She vas a conquered colony, and from the
time of the conquest of Louisburg was held
by the sovereign of England as his estate in
fee simple. The King had the whole legisla-
tive power in himself and he chose to govern
the colony, as a crown colony, under certain
regulations made by himself, through a Go.
vernor and Council The Parliament of Eng
land or that part of it consiting of Lords
and Commons had nothng to do with the
matter. for as I said the King was owner of
Cape Breton. He did not give it the sae
charter ae he gave to Grenada and the older
colones, but continued to rule it as sole le.
gislator until he thought proper to confer the
privileges tbat hi hid conferred on Nova

Scotia. The hon gentleman will not pretend
to say that Cape Bretou ever had an assem-
bly or any body resemblng a legislature to
make laws for the country When the Ring
thought proper to annex the island to this
Province ha did not infringe the laws of Nova
Scotia but imparted the blessings of the con-
etitution of Nova Scotai to hie subjects in
Cape Breton, and when the people of the
ieland foolshly objected lo the transfer and
went home with their case to the Judiciary of
England, they were told and told properly
"the Kinglowne s ou, and as ha thought pro-
per to dispoee of you he bad a riglt to do so,
because he held y ou ii absolute sovereignty "
That illustration therefore goes te support
My argument

hen, again, th lion member asked us if
the Legîmlature of Nova Scotia did not confer
universal suffrage on the people, and in do-
îng so change the constitution? I reply, No
It was not a Legilature that gave universal
suffrage; the original commision was to the
" planter and freebolUers," and they alone,
in conjunction with the Governor and Coun-
cil, could inake laws The Governor repre-
sented the Sovereign, and the Sovereign had
retained in his hande paver to abrogate any
statute of the Legielature le had retained
all the powers which lie did not confer on the
people of Nova Scotia, and those powers
were by no means inconsiderable lavinz,
then, given the privilege of legislation to the
planters and freeholders, hi had a right
afterwarde to give that privilege to the rest
of the people. Therefore, without violatîng
the constitution, but in the exercise of her
Royal authority, by aeentîng to an act of
our Parliament, the Queen extended the pri.
vilege, formerly limited to the freeholderi
and planters, to the householders and other
inhabitants of the country We were told
thati*n another occasion the whole constitu-
tion vis convulsed and o verthrown by a sort
of polîtical earthquake-that the whole of
the old Council of Twelve who exercised le,
gislative and executive functions were dia-
missed by a single etrole of the pen of the
Colonial minster, and thus a complete revo
lution was effected. In that statement of the
case the hon member is greatly mistaken.
Whose Council was that ? It wvs the same
Council that the King had ordered to be
summoned when ha gave the charter to Lord
Cornwallis That charter ordered the Gov-
ernor ta select and choose a Councuî who
should hold office at the vill of His Majesty
These twelvo Councillors were the legal suc-
cessors of the first Councillors, and at the
time they were dismissed were holding their
seats at the Council Board at the pleasure of
the King or Queen, and were habl to be
called upon at any moment, as they were on
the revision of our inetitutions, to resign
their commissions and give place to substi-
tutes So that in no one of thoEe cases vas
our constitution invaded.

But the argument of the hon member as-
sumed a position which is by no means
granted, and that i that in case of Confede-
ration our Constitution vas changed by our
Legislature He assumed that to be a fact
which is not consistent with the truth. The
Legislature of Nova Scotia bas never been a
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party to the British North America Act, nor
has it ever recognized that Act as having any
force or obligation on the people of Nova
Scotia. Upon that point our statute book is
completely dumb-the British North Ameri-
ca Act is not ratified or confirmed by any
statute of ours, and without some such staa
tute the people and Legislature could not have
expressed a desire to be connected with Cana-
da These are arauments for the people of
England, and for the conetitutional lawyers
of that great country,-they will pass froni
my lips to the Crown Officers of England.
The constitutional oilcers of Nova Scotia
have shewn themselves unable to deal with
the question, and we would have supposed
that when aIl the leading Barristers of Nova
Scotia, as has been stated, are Confederates, it
is strange that among them ail there bas not
been a man able to produce anythng
in the shape of an argument, or bearîeg the
ulightest resemblance to an argument. I
shall state the case most simply, so that it
will be plain to the meanest understanding,
and 1 asert that throughout the debate in
the Legislature and throughout the press of
of the country with the immense array of
professional talent which bas been spoken
of not a man bas been able to state anything
like a simple and reasonable and proposition
in favor of Confederation, and against the
arguments which I have advanced. I wili
first turn attention to that great leading case
which was decided, not by Lord Mansfield
alone, but by the whole King's bench of
England, and which stands on the books
an incontrovertible leading case on the sub-
ject I mean the case of Hall and Campbell.
The hon. member for Inverness talked of Lord
Mansfield, and seemed to mesinuate that his
authority was not of the highest character,
and when I heard him I was a lîttle astonish
ed I must confees That astonishment is in
creased when I retlect who Lord Mansfield
was,-that he was decidedly and without ex-
ception the greatest jurist who ever sat on
the bench of England. Lord Coke was emi-
nent ie the Common Law lke Lord Mans-
field, but the latter had travelled much fur-
ther than Coke,-be had gone on a voyage of
discovery all around the world of juris-
prudence, critically examining and
mastering the systems of Rome, Greece
and Palestine-he was a most accomp-
lîshed scholar, a man of the fineEt intelligence
and the highest integrity. Therenever was a
magistrate on the Bench who discharged his
duties more satisfactorily, and with greater
credit, snce the world began, and yet that is
the man of whom the hon and learned mem-
ber presumes to speak slightingly ' Why, air,
as compared with Mansfied, the best lawyers
in this Province are as the half-hatched eag-
lets compared to the full grown bird that
soars almost to the limits of the atmosphere.
to gaze with unfhlnching eye on the dazzlng
radiance of the meridian sun. What was
that case of Granada in whieh the decision of
the Kîng's Bench was given? The king had
conquered the country. Granada had yielded
to the royal arme, and in April, 1764, the
king, by a Commission, (the same, I believe,a as that conferred on this country through
Lord Cornwallis, for Lord Mansfield, in his

decision, cites the very words whioh conferred
legislative powers on Nova Scotia, and the
Charter to Granada has, besides, the words-
" in lke manner as we have conferred similar
powers on the rest of our Colonies," or to
that effeet, sbowing that the Charters were all
copied from one original,) under the great
sceal of England, conferred on the people of
Granada the privilege of self-government
He had at that moment aupreme legislative
power over the country,-it was hie own
country in right of bis soverignty,-he was
its supreme legielator, and, as Lord Mansfield
says, could have put to death every inhabi-
tant, or have given any kind of government
he pleased By that Commission, in April,
1764, be divested himself of his legislative
power. The Sovereign, it will be seen, is, as
regards ber rights and property, no more
than another individual,-she bas her rights,
the people theirs These rights are perfectly
distinct and well defined by the constitution,
and the Queen can no more interfere with the
rigbts of the Province than the Province can
interfere with ber prerogatives The two are
perfectly distinct and independent, excepting
that the relations of sovereign and subject ex-
ist between them In July, 1764, the saine
king undertook to exercise the legislative
powers himself, by imposing a tax upon the
trade of Granada A merchant who bad paid
the tax came to England, and sued the Col-
lector for money received to his use, or as for
money illegally exacted. The action was
tried in Westminster Hall, and after four most
solemn arguments by the ablest constitution-
al lawyers, a decision was arrived at. And
what was that decision? That the king, hav-
ing put hie seal to the commission of Govern-
or Melville, and conferred legislative power
on Granada, had deprived himself of the pow-
er of legilation,-that ho had thereby irre,
vocably lost the power of legislation,-that
therefore bis subsequent act was void, and
the plaintiff thereupon recovered his money.
That was the deciaion arrived at after the
fullest delîberation, after the most mature
consideration, and after the exercise of the
firet constitutional talent in Great Britain.
The tax was held void, and why was it void ?
Simply, because the King's seal estapped him
from levying such a tax, they were declared
void, because ho was estopped by the first
seat from issuing the ubsequent letters pa-
tent. My argument, which I shall now com-
mence, shall be succinctly stated, and I shall
endeavor to make it as clear as possible. But
wishing to argue logically, I shall take the
hberty of making two postulates. I shall de-
mand it to be admitted in the firat place that
the people of Nova Scotia were never con,
sulted as to whether they would part with
their constitution or not That ie the first
postulate, and let any man deny it who dares.

In 1863 the last elections preceding those
of 18th September, 1867, were beld, at that
time the Canadian Quebec Soheme was not
concocted. Therefore the question of Con-
federation was not before the people, and
they did not pass upon it. Now the hon.
member for Inverness became angry with
some one for using the term "blacklegs," as
applhed to some of the statesmen of Nova
Scotia. I do not lîke calling names, but itis
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singular that that very name has been ap-
plied by English travellers to the politicians
of Canada I think It is Mr. Trollope who
bas said that in that country the term "poli-
tician' is synonymouswith "blackleg." As
1 said, I do not like to call names, but it in
impossible to get on without callng things
by their proper terms How can I otherwise
explain what I mean in referring to those
Canadian uchemers who stealthily concocted
a plan for the subjugation of the people of
Nova Scotia-the mon who tried by bribery
and corruption to jockey us out of our rights.
l the word inapplicable? I thmnk not,-it
is the most appropriate, and I say that the
men who conducted these practices would be
horsewhipped off any race course in England
as blacklegs. Our poltical knaves are not
entitled, sir, to have such mild language ap-
plied to them,-they deserve something worse.
There may have been some excuse for the
blacklegs of Canada to lay hold of the re-
venue of Nova Scotia, but where is the excuse
for the statesmen of this Province, who aided
and assisted those men in destroyîng the lib-
erties of the people ? Iow shall I character-
iza such men as these? Men who, keeping
the people froin pasing on a subject of such
vital consequence to their interests, had the
wickedness and cruelty in tie dark and behind
their backs to destroy the rights of their
countrymen. Political assassins would be
the naine for them, and when I heard the
hon. member for Inverness mention the name
of Judas Iscariot I thought the association
was discreditable to the celebrated traitor.
Judas brought back the nioney,-he was
therefore an honest man wben compared with
thein. We will never catch ond of those men
bringing back the price of his treison Judas
-%lIo repented and sh'owcd himself a conide-
rate man when out of a due regard for the
best suterests of hie country ho went and
langed himself Those politicians haie not
the manliness to imitate hi eximple and
to commit such an act of relfrnflicted jus-
tice. That, Mr. Speaker, is my opinion.

The hon. and learned member cited the con-
duct and language of Sir Robert Peel as au-
thority I did not wonder at bis doing so,
for I do not wonder at anything, such amaz-
ing things do occur now-a days, that wonders
have ceased. The spirit of amazement died
within me when I heard the hon member.
Who was Sir Robert Peel ? le was a great
scholar, an English gentleman, a bighly edu-
cated man and an orator, but lie was a rat.
For thirty years he headed a party and then
wheeled round and joiued his adversaries
And are not the gentlemen -whose conduot I
have been criticizing all rats-political ver*
min? Was there one of them true to his po-
litical colors? I do not now, of course, refer
to gentlemen present It is said that birds of
a teather flock together-animals of some
rpecies also become gregarious, and it is well
known that rat does not dislike the smell of
rat. Sir Robert Peel descended into the grave
as damaged a statesman as was ever cited as
an authority. But the reference was made to
prove what nobody ever denied· that the Par-
iament can do as it pleases.

The next position wbich I take as a postulate
is that we haveon our Statute book no Statute

ratifying or confirming the British North
Amerlca Act. With these two postulates I
procced to show that the British North
America Act is unconstitutional and void and
in no manner binds the people of Nova Scotia
And I may zay that if we had had in our ad-
ministratin men of high principle--men
havig any consideration for the rights of the
country, when the Queen's Proclamation
made its appearance on the lst of July, our
public property would not have been handed
over to Canada, our railroade would ho still
in our bands, our revenues would have been
still collected by ourselves and we should not
have had the disgrace of coming practically
under the operation of that detestable utattute
But the enemies of the country l<ad paved the
way for its introduction by putting mto
power just the men to accomplish their
iniquitous design. That is the reason why
we are placed under a dominion in which de
lure we are not and do not intend to be -
My argument is this . iq 1713, after a British
General had conquered Port Royal, now
called Annapolis, which means the city of
Aune, the treaty of Utrecht was made be-
tween the Queen and Louis XIV, by whioh
the King of France yielded the conquest to
the Queen of England, and thus Nova Scotisa
became the absolute property of the Queen,
and she and she aloe could thereafter legislate
for this country.

The House of Commons had no authority
over Nova Scotia then or now. They repre-
sent the people of England,-not a part of
them as was said, for it would appear by the
argument of the hon. member that the Cath-
clics were unrepresented before the Emanci-
pation Acta were carried,-they were always
represented,-the House of Commons repre-
sents eiery man, woman and child in the
British Isles, sven the cattle and horses-
every thlng from the grass upwards. The re.
presentation in Parliament is complete and
why 

9 
Because the members of the fHouse of

Commnons aie chosen by the people of Eeg.
land. But did they ever represent Nova Soo-
tia ? Never, because the people of Nova Sco-
tia had no voice in their election. Did the
Ilouse of Lords represent the people of Nova
Scotia? No; they represented the landed and
aristocratical interests of Great Britain, but
they never represented the interests of Nova
Scotli, and had no power or authority to
make laws for us. The whole legislative
power was in Queen Anne and her heirs and
successors, under the title of Louis XIV. and
the arms of the British soldiery That Le-
gislative power seem to have been unexere
cised until 1747, when George Il., by hie
Royal Charter divested himself of hie right
of legislation, To the full extent to which
the charter goes he deprived himself of the
power to legislate for Nova Scotia I do not
say that by that aot the Kiug's whole legisla-
tive power ceased,-all the powera which ho
did not give he retained. but such as he did
-ive hie seal would not allow him to take
back, bindsng him as the seal of any other
man or any member of this louse would, him
and bis heirs forever. All who are in privity
of estate with him are bound and thus Queen
Victoria is bound by it. Having transoferred
the Legislative power to the people of Nova
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Scotis ho could not take it back. The case
of Hall vs. Campbell proves that if the
King had conequently attempted to legis-
late for Nova Scotia by letters patent-
which in the most solemn deed of the Sove-
reign -the lettera patent would have been
void. Now, I contnd that when the Queen
of England attempted to legislate for Nova
Scotis by Act of Parlsment, that act is void
This is an asserton which I make in the face
of the constitutional lawyers of Europe. If
the Queen could not sign lettera patent by
way of legislation, she could legilate by
Act of Parliament. The Lords and Commons
had no part in the matter; what they did was
nothing,-it did not altar the case, for tbey
had no authority over the land, and never
had and never will have until we are repre-
sented in their bodies What did they do?
They rnerely sat beside the Queen and assis-
ted ber in doing what she bad no right to
do. If she hat the right to pass that sta-
tute, the Lords and Commonsimerely asent-
ed. As if I, being the owner of a lot of land
in fea simple, and being disposed to convey
it, asked you, Mr. Speaker, and the gentle-
man who site beside me, to join in the deed,
and I wrote it in this form: "This Indenture,
made between the Speaker, my hon. friend,
and myself of the one part,and the pqýrchaserof
the other part, witnesseth, &c.'' The deed
transfers my land in fee simple, but have
the other parties who were joined transferred
the title? By no means; the title passes be-
cause I, the owner of the land, signed the
deed. The signature of the others was a mere
matter of form, and conveyed nothing. And
so, if the Queen of England bad had the pow-
or, when that Etatute was passed, to legislate
for Nova Scotis, and the Lords and Com-
monsjoined ber, it would morely have been
for form's Aake; and I wish it to be distinct-
ly underetood as part of my argument that
the Lords and Commons had nothing to do
with this country. The bon member op-
posite bas asserted the very bold proposition
that no set of the liperial Parliament was
ever declared void. Here I jon issue with
him. I wili show him that statutes of that
Parliament bave been declared void in the
most solemn manner imaginable. In 1774 or
1775 the Parliament of Great Britain took
the liberty to pass a Statute Act and a Tea
Duties Act to bind the American colonies.
Now, lot it be borne in mmd that if those
Acta had been passed to bind England, no
power could set them aside; but when tbey
were passed to bind the Colonies, those sta-
tutes were declared void because they were
void on the principles which T have stated.
And who declared them void? The Thirteen
Colonies of America declared them void, as
the people of Nova are now declarng the
British North Americs Act void,-the arm-
ies of Congres. declared them void,-the King
of France declared then void, and with his
army helped to give judgment against the
King of England,-the King of Heaven de-
clared them void because they were void in
truth and justice. Lastly, George III. was
himself forced into the humilatîng necessity
of declaring them void by acknowledging
the Colonies to be free, sovereign and inde-
pendent Stats. In 1783 those statutes were

given up in the mont formal manner by the
King of England, and the whole Vorld ince
bas concurred in the opinion I have stated.
No man with any regard for his character as
a constitutional lawyer would assert that the
decision was not a right one. What led to
the great revolution in England and the de-

- 'tation of Charles I ? Was it not the vio-
la. of the prnciple which is violated by
this tuitute? What is the proposition whili
the American people contended fir ? That,
having a legislature of their own, they could
be taxed by n other power on earth Repre-
sentation and taxation cannot be separated,
-without representation there can be no
taxation On that principle Hampden refus-
ed to pay the ship money,-when the ,King
said "Give me your ship money," he ans-
wered "No, go to Parliament,-that is the
only power that ca tax me; and if you force
your band into my pocket I wil draw my
sword," as ho did5 and ha died nobly con%
tendîng for the rights of his country.

(The usual hour for recess having arrived,
the Houe adjourned snd resumed at 3
o'clock, when Hon Attorney General con-
tinued )

I was discumne, at the time of the adjourn-
ment, the possibility of an Imperial statute
being declared void, and I think I had shewn
pretty conclusively that a very important
Imperial etitute had been declared void by
the judgmient of the firet courts on earth, and
that when Parliament undertook to violate
the constitution by taxiug the people of the
Colonies whom they do not represent, their
statutes and legislation may be void No
principle is @o perfectly obvious to the com
mon sense of the House as that if the act of a
Parliament are void, there muet bs on carth
some tribunal before which the viciousness of
euch legislation may be declared It is very
seldom that that grevt legislature has at-
tempted to trample on the rights of the Colo.
nies.-its leading characteristic bas been
kîndlhness,-it bas always extended the right
hand of fellowship to us, and has ever ireated
us with the utmost coneideration and bene-
volence; but it might possibly on aome occa-
sions be tempted to infringe the rights of a
Colony,-we contend that it bas done so on
the present occasion;-that when the Impe-
rial Legislature passed a statute cieating a
Legielature in Canada to rule over and tax
the people of Nova Scotis, silencing the Le-
gislature of this country to a certain extent,
depriving the representatives of the people
of Nova Seotia of certain powers, and con-
ferring unlîmited powera of taxation on an
alien parliament in Canada, that statite af-
fected fundamentally the laws of the Empire
by violating the vested rights of the people of
Nova Scotia. I have stated and proved that
Imperial legielation bas been declared void,-
not only by Courts of Justice to whom the
question was referred, but by the armies of
the United States, by the armies of France,
and by the declaration of the King of Eng-
land himaself; but before that legislation was
passed, and while it was passmng, it was de-
clared void by the first constitutional autho-
rities in England. The famous Chatham
headîug the opposition to the bills, and every
man following him in opposition were fonnd
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openly and publicly declarmng the principle
which muet be admitted as aound : that the
Colonies in British America, not being repre-
sented in the British Parliament, could not be
taxed by that Parliament What is the rea-
Son of this principle? What i Parliament?
Parliament in the representation of the people
of the country who own the Government To
whom does the country itself belong? To the
people The will of the people is the supreme
law of the land. Not only in England, but
n Continental nations the people are the

source of all power,-every dynasty, every
authority derives ita power fron the people
themselvea The people, a I have aaid, own
the country, and the governînent are their
servants Let us see how far thia doctrine
has been estalishel When France had com-
pletely gone mad, had dethroned the here'
ditary sovereign and murdered him and his
family and ettablished a nef order of thing',
what did the British nation do? Dîd they
refuse to treat with the de facto eovernment?
No, recognizîng the sovertign principle that
the government belongs to the people, the
British government recognized the revolu-
tionary dynasty which the will of the people
had created They recognized the usurper
Buonaparte and treated him as the sovereign
of France when, though a Corsican by birth,he
had seized the throne of one of the greatest na-
tions in the world by the force of the bayonet
The principle is recognised in every country
that the government belongs to the people,
and that the people mould it as they please.
The Government and Queen of England be-
long to the people,-the Queen represents the
majesty of t>1e nation, and if the people of
that country thought proper to-morrow to
set up a different form of government,-if
they were foolihh enough to abandon the fine-
ly working and checking principles of their
glorious constitution-to send adrift both the
Sovereign and the House of Lords, and to
form a republi, it would still be the govern-
ment of England as it was during the Com
monwealth. So that there is no principle
more clear than that the people own thé gov-
ernment and can do with it as they please
Tt is plain that the government can have no
existence except hy the will of the people,-
that it cannot maintain itself except by their
assistance and support, and that the taxes
which the people of a country contribute to
maintain the dynasty or governmenet muet be
their voluntarl gifts

There is no power in the Constitution for
taking a shilling out of a man's pocket;-he
only parts with bis money by lits free will,
and the process by which the maintenance of
government is secured in the British Empire
is this that the people elect representatives
with the power of levying taxes There is no
other power known to the constitution which
can lay its hands on a man's property in this
country These are the sounîd prînciples of
the constitution, and we find that in former
times the taxes were called Ienevolences, eub-
sidies, gifts, and a number of other expres-
tuons were used to imiply, and which all im-
plîed thit everything which the Ciown de-
manded from the people was their voluntary
gift for the purpose of maintaning and carry.
ing on the government. Acting on these

principles such men as Chatham and the men
of bis country, and the Washingtons, the
Madisons, the Jeffersons, the Hamiltons and
the Morrisea of the United States-men who
were polhtical giants compared with the pigmy
and crippled Statosmen of the existing
cotonies, contended with pr priety that nio
Statute could impose a te% on the Colonies,
because the colonies possesel legislatures of
their own havîng the ole aneil exlusive right
to levy texe on the people The conteet for
these prmnciplies was successful and will be so
while tht Empire remains If theqe principles
are $iund, and I should like to see the man
who cn controvert them, what is the position
of the British Parlianent ai; regards the Bri,
tish North America Act? I have demanded
that the postulate, that the people .7ert not
consulted on the question should be admitted,
-I have demanded also that the postulate
that there is no att of our own legislature to
scietion that etatute should he, and it is, ad-
mitted What then has the Imperial Parlia-
oent done ? Agaînst the will and without

the eanction of the people that Parliament bas
taken the lhberty, not only of taxing us but
of causing us ta be taxed by another power
The complaint against England on the oc-
casion of the Stamp Act was that the Imperial
Legialature itself had taxed the people of the
Colonies, without havîng power and authori-
ty. We have a worse complaint than that-
ours is a much more aggravated case. What
we complan of ia not that that legislature has
attempted to tax us, but that, what is ten
thousand times worse, it bas put us into the
hands of other Colonies, larger, more popul-
ous, and more powerful and more extravagant
Colonies-Colonies who have no feelings in
common with us, who are alien to us, and
authorized them to lay their hands on us and
tax us at their pleasure. If the Parliament
of Great Britain had no power to tax us a
jortioi i ten thousand times, it has no power
to create a new legislature in any part of the
world with that power. What it has not it-
self it could not confer on othere. Therefore
on British principles the act alluded to i void
-it neyer was law because it violated the
fundamental principles of the Constitution,
because it imposed taxation on a people whom
it had no right to tax

The hon. member for Invernesa looks us in
the face, and, with an immense amount of
assurance tell. us that we are not taxed by a
Parliament in whioh we are not represented,
and he asks, I Are we not represented in the
Canadian Parliament ?" I ask what right
had England to create any Parliament to tax
us, givmeg us juet such representation as ahe
thought proper ? le not our representation
in the Dominion Parliament an insult to, and
a mockery of the people of Nova Scotia? Ia
not the man who would accept such represen-
tation, and be satiafied with it, fit for the
Lunatic Asylum ? How many representatives
have the people of Nova Scotia to protect
their intereEts asgainst the Upper Canadians
-agînmt the Frenchmen of Lower Canada-
the strangers and forcigners, whose names
we cannot pronounce-in whose elections we
take no Interest-to whose returns to the Le-
gislature we can make no otbection ? We
have nneteen men alto, if they were the
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finest men ever produced on the face of the
earth-the fineat statesmen ever known-

every one of them as fine an orator and as

profound a politician an the hon. member for

Ivernes-their arguments would not stop
the taxation of Nova Sqcotia as long as they
would be talkig That ia the way in which
we are represented, and thls is the consatu.
tion which the hou. member for Inverness
has been laboring to defend. The people of

Nova Scotia, if they accepted such a constitu-
tion, would be as abject slaves as the people
of Turkey, the serfs of Russia, the fellahs of

Egypt-the most degraded people on the face
of the earth Dots the hon. member suppose
that the people of fret Nova Scotia will sub-
mit with the certain knowledge that the Sta-

tute is void Why is the Imperial Statute
void ? Simply because its preamble is false.

If that preamble were truc, no man would be

insane enough to dispute its valdity. If the

people of Nova Scotia desired Confederation
îwith Canada on the conditions imposed by

that Act, sud the Queen of England were

williig to confederate us, there would have
been nothing improper or unconstitutional
in the Act It would not thon have required

the interference of the Lords and Commons,
because the Sovereigu, as I have ahewn, vas
the original legislator of Nova Scotia. If
the Queen then had expreesed a wish to the

people of Nova Scotia that they should join
in a confederation with Canada, and the peo-
ple of Canada had assented, and the people
of Nova Scetia, on being consulted at the

polls, had sent to this Bouse a mjority of
representatives willing and anxious for the

federal union, and a Provincial Statute had

confirmed it, the British Statute would have
been sound snd conetitutional

But that bas not been the case,-the Act

passed against the will of the people of Nova
Scotia. It was not simply passoed without

consulting them, but passed after insulting
them, fraudulently,dishonestly, by falsehood,
by misrepresentation, by intrigue, by decep-
tion, by every species of criminality, which
politîcians could commit against a country
It was known to the men who went to Eng-
land on the delegation, that the people did
not want Confederation, and that the major-
ity of thein were opposed to iL. Corruptly
undertaking to bind the people of Nova
Scotia Lin that Confederation they went to
England and falsely informed the Queen, the
Government and the Parliament of that coun-
try that the people desired Confederation A
fraud was practised on the people and legis-
lature of England to obtaîn the passage of
the Act, and we know that in law there is a
very wholesone principle, that "fraud vi.
tiates all things." Ever tince the com-
mencement of the world fraud lias vitiated
every human contract and transaction into
which it entered There never lias been a
man who, having been defrauded out of his
rights, would not at the first opportunity te.
invest himself with those rights, because ac-
cording to the laws of nature and reason, ae-
cording to natural j ustice fraud vitiates every
transaction. A statute is not exempt from
this allspervading tprinciple of equity. A
statute, powerful as it is in England, ta not,
I say, exempt from that principle, and the

people of this continent sud of the whole civ-
îlzed world will instantly join in one loud
chorus to pronounce that a statute obtained
by fraud to be voîd The advocates of Con.
federation will soon find the truth of the old

sayîng "bonesty is the best poliy,''-it
would have been wiser in them, if they ex-
pected to gain anythîng by Confederation, to
have submitted the question to the people at
once. înstead of trusting to force it on us by
fraud, deception and mierepresentation -
These men, however, performed an act of po-
htical asassination, and delberately, in
Canada and with Canadian aharpers, con
cocted a scheme to rob Nova Sotia of her
independence These statements are all true,
and I am not ashamed of the truth I know
certain classes in Nova Seotia who are
ashamed of the trutn,-who have a strong
aversion to it, who love the opposite of truth
for its own sake and the sake of ils expected
fruits, but I am not afraid of the truth, and 1
say here, that these men wickedly, malcious-
]y and dishonestly conspired to destroy the
constitution of Nova Scotia, which the people
rightfully prize above al thiega If they
had not been foole as well as somethîng
worse we would have been in an unpleasant
condition to-day, but it bas been wisely or-
damned that the rogue is always a fool If it
were not for the folly of the knave he would
never be detected, sud therefore it i that the
maxim bas arisen "'honesty is the best poli-
cy." If heaven had not affected those men
with judicial blindness, our liberties would
have been lost. but we owe our salvation and
the salvation of the constitution to the exces-
sive weakness of the men who having banded
themselves together for the purpose of aiding
the conspirators in Canada in the destruc-
tion of Nova Scotia, were @o silly, such in-
conceivable political ninîcompoops, as not to
perceive that it required a statute of Nova
Scotia to bind the 'people of Nova Scotia
The saine men are unable to rake up a single
constitutional argument in support of their
position To this utter ignorance of every
prînciple of constitutional law Nova Scotia
must ascribe ber safety

The gentlemen who did us this favor chose
the Irish job as their model, they have not
even the merit of orignalty, for their plot
is a more imitation of the other Thel had
not the wit to conceive a plot of their own,
but borrowed from Pitt and Castlereagh
There was, however, only a certain portion
which they were capable of borrowing, they
could not borrow their wisdom, for as is
gentrally the case with servile imitators of
others, they only pick up the faults and de-
fects, while they are unable to copy the per-
fections or merits of their models The
McCullys, the Archibalds, the Tuppers and
and the Henrys, and such most worthy cha-
racters, in imitating Pitt and Castlereigh,
were able to imitate thei only in their vices;
they were as corrupt, and even more so, be-
cause Pitt and Castlereagh pocketed nothing,
while these gentlemen alt managed to pocket

nomethîng,-therefore they were wiser tn
their generation They imitated, I say, the
faults which rendered that Irish job con-
temptible in the eyes of the world,-which
made one of the finest people in the world
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the most unhappy people under the sun.-
Observe now the vast distinction betwetn the
two jobs-Pitt and Castlereagh, after cor-
ruptig the Irish Parliament to transfer the
legielative power to the Englieh Parliament,
did not satisfy themeelves with an Imperial
statute-tbey went further, and called for an
Irish Act of Parlhsment, making the Irish
Legislature itself confirm the Act of Union
Mr Pitt, as we aIl know. vs a great states-
man, and although this Irish transaction was
a blemish on his character, and evinced an
error of judgmoent and a (efect of morality
in thirklig tht the end could justify the
means still he lad great widom, and when
he dg t<rmied to accomplih the Union lie
did -o effectually Wlien lie had bound tho
people of Iieland hand and foot, and cast
themn mto limba, he took care to lock the
door and to valk off with the key But our
jobbers had not sense enough to bolt the
door; they were in such a hurry to enjoy the
fruits of Confedlcration that they did not take
time to think how tie thing shouild be donc,
but after sbutting us mto limbo the arrant
stupiditices walked ofl, leaving the door ajar
and the key stioking in the lock, we will
certainly, therefore, open the door and walk
out By the mercy of leaven we fell into
the bands of mon who did not know what
they were about

The hon member for Inverness cited what
I called a somewhat donbtful political char-
acter in Peel, who, as I stated before, had
eminent quaities but the one terrible blemieh
which I mentioned If he wanted to find a
model I would recommend him to go to Ire-
land England nover was in the position of
the Colonies; she never had such occasion to
produce model statesmen of the cast of those
I have referred to, but Ireland was in that
condition-she had been robbcd of ber con.
stitution, and had produced sone men who
were more worthy of imitation than Sir
Robert Peel If ho had taken Daniel O'Con-
nell be would have chosen for hie model an
honorable and patriotic Etatesman-a man
who loved his country fron hie cradle to his
grave, spending the whole of his most valu-
able hife in contending to get back the con-
Etitution of which she was robbed, and a
man who died advocating nobly the cause of
Ireland's liberty. ie was the equal of Sir
Robert Peel in abilty; as a man and a states.
man he was his superior le also wati au
orator, and as a patriot ho had no cqual, and
lie went down to an honored grave If 1
were to make any man my model I would
choosE such a man as that, rather than one
who, having forfeited the character of a
steady and consistent statesman, desoended
into an inglorious grave If this country
were unsuccessful in obtainng Repeal she
would b much in the condition of Ireland;
and I ask, does the hon. member for Lover-
nees wish to see usi in that position ? Does
he wishi to see in Nova Scotia generation
after generttion of discontented subjects ?

[n 1eference to the treatment which we have

receivel at the bande of the British Govern
ment I mnust draw a contrant by no means
flattering to that Government If we take up
the file of the despatches, we shall sec with
what care, correctneso and impîartclty the

Ministers of George Il. treated Nova Scotia
when Governor Lawrence thought he could
do very well without an Assembly. They
said " the King had pledged his royal word
to Nova Scotia that its people should have a
House of Aesembly on the model of the Bri-
tish Ilouse of Commons, and we conmand
you forthwith to summon the House " The
Governor made various excuses-he thought
he could do very well without the Assembly,
but they answer him, " We command you to
execute the royal promises, because we will
not have those promises forfeited." They
told him that this command was the last in-
structions lie was to receive. This is the way
in which this country was treated in those
duslo,; but how have the Mminitere of Queen
Victoria treated this Province? I am sorry
to say a word to the prejudice of those great
mon, and I am willîng to believe that, being
doubtful of the confidence of the House of
Commons, they lad enough to engage their
thoughts at home without looking into the
affairs of the Colonies I am willing to make
every excuse for the Imperial Mnister,-
they were told, it is truc, by persons from
this country, whom they mistook for gentle-
men, that Nova Scotia most anxiouely desired
to be confederated, and that the scheme
would be satisfactory to all concerned. But
I must pause bere and make this observation
In a matter of suh tranEcendant importance,
involving the fate of this, the noblest portion
of the Empire, these men are chargeable with
grose neglgence,-they should not have been
satisfied with the word of any man, but
should have so framed the Act of Union that
the people and logielature of this country
would have been consulted upon its details
They should have sent it out with a suspend-
ing clause to prevent its coming into opera-
tion until the people had been heard at the
polle, and our Parliaments had ratified it
clause by clause They are chargeable, I
say, with neglgence in not doing so, and if
they are compelled, from the necessity of their
position, to draw back and revise their stops
-to admit the soundness of the arguments
which I arc usng to-day as to the invalidity
and unconstitutionality of that Act, they
munt ges up in Parliament and state that
they were wrong. I have such an opinion of
the high-mindedness and integrity of that ad-
ministration, that I belheve they will embrace
the carlîest opportunity of making reparation
to the people of Nova Scotie, whose rights
they bave treated with too much indifference

Now, Mr Speaker, let me ask what the
condition of this country would be if we ac-
cepted Confederation ? We would be abso-
lately at the dispceal of the Canadian Par-
luament Tbey can tax unlhmitedly the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia, excepting that they can-
not put a tax upon land They took our
ra Iroads, our fisheries, our publie buildings
and our revenues, but woere kind enough not
to take Nova Scotia itself up to Canada-they
had the kindness to make that exception.
That would be the condition of this country,
and let me ask, who are the Canadians that
the noble and loyal people of Nova Scotia
should be made subject to them ? What
temptation have woe to enter into a Confeder.
ation withrtl\em? IIas Nova Scotia ever for-
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the blood of Eiglishmen ever discolore-her
soil ? Can Canada give the same answer to
those questions that we can give? Did not
Canada rebel against the British authority ?
Did not the Canadians slay British soldiers
on their toil? Did they not atone, murder
and mutilate a British officer wbile in dis-
charge of his duty, and does not the innocent
blood of that officer, like the blood of Abel,
cry from the ground ? Does it not loudly
warn us to have nothing to do with such
men? How long shall we be subject to that
French population in Canada which bas ste.
reotyped itself as a separate natiorality in
the Act of Union? That is one of the great
et follies of the scheme. They have created
n :mperiun in imperio-while power is
iven to the Canadian Parliament to trample
n the rights of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
ick, the rights of the French Canadians are
ot to be touched. There is to be a French
ation in our midst, controlling.the loyal
eople of Nova Scotie. Is there a man in
bis Houee who would aubmit to such an in-
ignity ? I think there are hardly ten men
n the Province who would willingly yield to
uch a degradation as that.
In this debata we have een asked a very

erious and important question which I shall
udeavor to answer. We mere triumphantly
sked, "suppose when you go to England,
ith your address yon fail of succeserwhate

hen ?" .Forny own part I seen o-diicult&
the'question. n the first paet we will

al on the ýQueen of England, whois the first
onstitutionar sovereigu on the fate of the
arth, Ye will submsit to her a statement of
ur case in which we wili shew ber that we
ave a right to have our constitution restor
d; and we will ask her to be pleased to me-
ognize the simple unquestionable right of
he people of Nova Scotia to enjoy their inde-
endent constitution as it was before the Act
as passed. I know that a number of gab-
lers say "the British Government will not
o this, that and the other." I am a reason-
g man, and I know that the Queen and ber
inisters are reasoning people, and I believe
at when we have submitted to the Queen

he case which I have presented to the public
-day, she will not hesitate to say to the

eople of Nova Scotia, "you have been most
vossly insulted and ill-treated-my ministry

ve been completely deceived-your consti-
ution muet be immediately restored." I

ve no more doubt that such will be Her
lsjesty's language than that I am address-

the House. But suppose that insanity
sould. overcome ier Majesty, which God
rbid, and that hte should say to our dele-

ses, "go back to Nova Scotia and tell your
-ople that they have lost their liberties it isme, that they have been made the most ab-

slaves on the face of the earth, but it is.
and cannot be helped." Then, sir, we

go immediately to the flouses of Lords
Commons, We will instruct our delegates

apply there and to employ the first coun-
in Europe to sppear at the bar of those

ouses there to siavocate the nconstitution-
y of the statute as was done in the case
I referred to in the King's Bench. We
fairly expect a favorable reply to such

17

an appeal, for I do not-think that the Lords
of England-the -high-minded noblemen who
dignify the position of spiritual and temporal
peers of the realm, will turn a deaf ear to the
petition of theloyal people of Nova Scotia.
Do you suppose that they have suh things
as McCullys and Tuppers in that House?
Will that House, which is the embodiment of
honor, say "pooh, pooh, go back, you have
got liberty enough, the French Canadians
will take care of you?" No, sir -but rising
with indignation the members of Parliament
will gay with one accord, "how dare vou,
Mr. Watkin, mislead the Parliament of Eng-
land by saying that the people were consult-
ed at the polL ? Give your authority for the
assertion "

But suppose that the Lords and Commons
also became so far infatuated and intoxicated
as under any circomstances to refuse to con-
sider our rights, what next ? I will teli the
people what next : we will then try the
Judiciary of England. I will get some gentle-
man to give me a note of band for £300 sterl-
ing without a stamp,-if he refuses to psy
the note because it lacks the stamp, I will sue
him and take a special verdict setting forth
the condition and constitution of NovaScotia,
the Governor's Commission or Charter, the
Royal Instructions, the Imperial Statute,-
setting forth also that the people of Nova
Scotia were never consulted at the polls on
the question, and that there isj no statute in
our Statute book refespingt the union; and
then if the judges ofNova Scotia place them-
selves in such a position that the gates of the
Temple of Justice are closed against the plain-
tiff in that action by deciding that the note is
not recoverable, I will appeal to the Privy
Council, cmploying there the ablest counsel
in Europe to advocate .our rights. Poor as
we are we will find the means to have our case
thoroughly sifted before that bigh tribunal,
and if that body should decide against us
then we will go to the flouse of Lords as the
highest appellate court in the Empire, and
take the decision there of the ablest lawyers
in the world. And then, tir, if our noble
cause be rejected,2what next ? Will we rebel
against the Queen of England ? No, but
when the Queen rebels againet us and ab-
dicates ber authority over Nova Scotia by me-
fusing to invest us with our rights, she will
discharge us from our allegiance. But the
act will be ber own and me will be a free peos
ple. I do not wish to see such a state of
things, and I hope that it may not occur,
but if it should the Queen of England will
have abdicated ber Royal functions as far as
this country is concerned,

Protection and allegiance are reciprocal
duties,-if we owe allegiance to the Queen it
is because she owes protection to us, and if
she suffers our rights to be wrested from us,
then, like James 11, she will have abdicated
the throne as far as we are concerned. The
British Parliament pronounced that Jamtes,
having violated the constitutional laws of the
realm, had abdicated the throne, and if the
Queen sbould place herself in that position
what could we do? We, must then become a
republic or whatever other species of nation-
ality we may desire to form ourselves into,
and call upon the United States to guarantee

À
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the liberties of Nova Scotians, the finest peo-
ple on the face of the earth The United

tates, France, even England berself, Italy,
Russia, Prussia or Austria, would readily
guarantee the independance of a country lîke
this. I have not a shadow of doubt that our
lîberties would be guaranteed. But if it
were not so, what then? Helpless, unable to
protect oureelves against the surrounding
nations, cast off by our rigbtful sovereign,
rejected by ber Parlament, destitute of any
assistance from abroad we should have to
yield to the inexorable decrees of fate; but we
sbould do so with dignified resignation We
should then wrap around us the mantle of
our rejected loyalty, our deepised patriotism,
and our mjured and insulted rights, and if
we must succumb to irreaistable necessity,
we wil sink as Cæsar fell beneath the dag-
gers of assassins at the base of Pompey's
statue

The House adjourned

FnIDAY, Feb. 21

The House met at 11 o'clock
A eall of the House was bad, and the Re-

peal resolutions and amendments thereto
were taken up.

On the resolutions being put to the House,
the answer was in the affirmative.

It was moved that the vote be recorded in
the Journals as unanimons.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that this was the first
time he bad ever heard of a member of the
majority moving for a division under such
circumstances. As the Speaker was aware-
the voices decide and not the names In the
present case the voices had decided, and the
House could not go beyond that There was

only one way gentlemen could have a divi-
sion, and that was by some one belonging to
the majority calling " no " when 1be quesl
tion was put, but whoever did so would
be obliged to vote for the nays when the divi-
sion took place

Hon. SPEAKER sid that the question had
been put and decided in the affirmative, and
now it was asked that a division be taken.
He did not care to take the question in that
way, unless it came from the minority. Par-
lsmentary rules were made for the minority
and not for the majority-in fact, they were
intended to protect the weak. He would now,
however, order that the vote be entered
unanimously.

Mr. BLANCHARD would of course submit to
whatever course the Speaker might adopt,
but he would at the saime time respectfully
urge that no vote bo entered unanimously
except with the consent of the whole House.

Hon. SPEAKER said there were no negative
voices, and therefore it was competent to en-
ter the vote unanimously. He explaintd
again, in answer to Mr. DesBrisay and
others, that it was unparlamentary to take
a division unless gentlemen answered " no"
when the question was put.

Mr. BLANCHARD agaîn contended that the
vote could not be made unanimous except by
general consent.

Hon. SpEAKER replied that silence gave
consent, and the voices were unanimous.

Mr. MoRisoN said the bon. gentleman
was at last convinced on the question of Re-
peal.

Hon. SPEAKER hoped that gentlemen would
not bring up such matters.

Mr. BLANCHARD did not require the mem-
ber for Colchester to teach him his duty.
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