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F A B L E S.

BOOK I.

FROM THE ANCIENTS.

FABLE L
7'he Trres and the Bramble.

^'ff^HE Ifraelites, ever murmuring and difcontcnted un^ .

.X ^^^ ^^^
'"'^'S"

of Jehovah, v/ere defirous of having a
Ifing, like the left of the nations. They offered the
kingdom to Gideon their dclirerer, to h m, and to hi«
poiierity after him : he gencioufly rcfufcd their offer, and
reminded them that Jehovah was their king. VVh< n^
G'dvOn was dead, Abimelech, his Ton by a Goj)cubine, flcw
all his other fons to the number of feveniy,Jotham alon5>
dcaping; and by the aiBftance of the Shecnejiiites made
himfelf king. Jptham, to reprelent to them th-^ir foliy, andr
to f}iewihem,that the moft deferving ar« gcnet^jy the le.ili.

ambitious, whereas the worthlef* gra/pcit po'.vei*»^'*fh ea»-
gernefs, and ex^ercifc it with infoiencc and tyranny ,*^.k.«
to them in thefollowiug manner : .

Hearken linto nie,, je m.n of Sherhem, To mav God.;
hearken ui[\io you, I'he trees, -grcwn weary of th; Itaic-
of freedom and eq.iality in which God had placed tncnt,

.

met together to choof*? and to an<jinr a kina-cver them j.-:

and they (aid lo the-. Olive tree, Kctgn thoj over u —
T

'

But the Olive-trea.laid unto them, Shall I quit my ritnefs

-

wherewith Gotland man is honored, to dfiquiei ajyiclf
with the cares ofgovernment, and- to rule over the t?

• ts ? •

And ,'hey faid unto the Fig. tre-,, Come thou, and reig»i -.

over us,. But :h- Fig-tree faii un:o them, SiialJl hid i*
djtu to my/wettnefs anii my p'eaiimt fruit, fo take upon-
mc th.' pairtul chajge of roj^h/, and to be ftt ovtr the.
trees? Thtn (aid the trees unto the Vine, Come £h' u,

,

s»»>d reign over us. But the ViuC fa;d y.lio unto them,.
SLaii I leave mv vviiie* vjhith i.i^i c^wi-thC^^MX o .i ^ \....^»u .

«»\

T
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4. ANCIENT FABLES.
in:iP, tobr'ng upon myfclf nothing hut trouMc an J anxl-
tt«', ai d to bccc me kng of the trtes .? wc arc happy in our
|.
relent lor ; fetk (ome\)ther to reigrr ovtr you. Then

iaici all tlic trees unco Cue Bramble, Come rhou, and reigti
over us. And the Bramble faid urrio th'jm, I will be
yoiir king , ccme ye ail under my fliadow, and be (afc ;
ubw-y mc, ar>d I wi.l grant you my protcdtion. But if vou
oley irc not, out of the Bramble /hall come forth a fire,

vh'rh (ha I devour evert the cedars of Lebanon.

IcAiiLiL jr"~^
The Fro^s pHttioning yupiter for a King».

S /Elop was iraveUmg ov.r Grtcce, he happened to
pati tnro'i^h Athens juft after Fififtratus had abo-

lifaed fhe popular (bte, and ufurped a fovereign power '

Wr.en pfMce;ving that the Athenians bore the yoke, ihougfi
mi id iind ^Ay^ with much .mpaLi';«ce, he related to them
tht following fi-ble :

'1 be common wcplth of Frog?, a difcontented variable
racci weary of liberty, and fond of change, petitioned Ju-
P't r 10 graj t ihem'-a king. The good-natured deity, in
order tom.iulge this their rciqwell, Uith as little mifchief
to the petitioners as pbiTil^le, threw ihem down a Log.—
At hrit they regarded thtir new monarch wi:h great reve-
rence, and kept from him at a moil refpedful diftance

;

but pe cc!V.n<5 his tame and peaceable difpofition, they
bydegrtes vedru.ed to approach him with more familiarity,

till at length they conce.vtd for him the ulmoH: contempr.
In this difp fi ion, th^ y renewed their re(|uc(l to Jupirer,
and iiitreaied him to bcftow on them another king. The
Thunderer, in his wrath, fent them a Ciane, who no fooner
took poflelfion of h'S ntvv dominions, than he began to

devour his fuhjeds one after another, in a moft capricious
and tyrannical mai ner. Th y were now far more dilf'a-

tisfied than before ; when applying to Jopuer a rhird tim^
they were difnoi fled wth'this reproo/^* that the evil th..*y

complained of ihev h^d impridently brought upon them-
fJvis ; anvi th.^t they had no other temecJy now but to

fubmit toil v\iih paueiice*

FABLE IIL

1

1

4.
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ANCIENT FABLES.

M,,^,,,

*^^^^
-^^^^''(!i' (I'id the l.hils,

FNLMUS AGRlPi>A, a Honan cnM{u\ Mn.
dcjnired by the i: naU' to app.-a{c a dyno, rous r-.I

n lilt a,ul sedition of the people, who rcfulcd u> p.y ,he
taxes nect(I«ry for carry ng on the biirinef-, of tn^ Pa:e •

convmced th.m of ihcr folly, by del.vcrn^g .o them tii;

My friends «nd coinury.Tien, Tald he, att.-nd to n.v
viords. Jt once happened that rht MeaUiers ofth- huni.n
Do^Jy, taking r(,me exception at th; conduct cf ihe li Vv
refoivcd no longer to grant h m the ulual f ,,,ri.e.. \ ne
i onguefirft, in a fed.tious fpeech, a^grav;>t:d their g.,cv^.

\!f\V L^ .
aft<?r highly extolling ihcadivity h diii]>.nce

of the Hands and Fc.f,f-tfmh how hz-d ani unreaic nable
Jt was, that ihe fruits of their labor fliould be fqua::de'edaway upon the infatiable cravings of a fat and iMOoknt
raunch, which was entirely ufelef., and unable to d.> . .ything towards helping himfclf. This fpecch was received
W. h unanimous appiaufe by all the MembeiS. Irnr.ed,.
ately he Hands declared thvy would wojlc no mor.^ : tla
l^cet determined to carry no farther the load of pu-s wnh
vvh.ch they had hitherto been opprefied ; nay, the vc.v
1 teth rtiufed to prepare a Tingle morfel more for his uie.
In this d. irefs the Belly befought them to conrric m..
turely, and not foment io fenfelefs a rebellion. There isnone of you, fays he, can be ignorant that wnatfoevei yo.ibeltow upon me is immediately converted to your ufc, .r«,d
difpcrfed by me for the good of you all, into every L^mh^ut he remonfvrated in vam j fur dur.H.. the clamou.s of
paffion, the voice of reafon is always d.fregarded. It be.r.
therefore unpomble for him to quiet the^umul^ he liart

oa fkele ton. The L.mbs, grown we.k and l.n^u.d^

returned to their refpe^-ve duties; but it w.s now too
iare,^ death had taken poiieirion of the wh.le. ^nci rh.-. .m
i>t:riliicd togtthcr. ' " ^

"'*

FABLE IV.

«

^
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' ANCIENT FABLES,

FABLE IV.
The JVoif orid the Shepherds,

HOW apt arc men to condemn in <>thcrs, what tlicy

praiStne thcmf. l/cs without fcrupie !

A VV(.)f, lays Plutarch, peeping into a hiif, where a

company oi 6htpherds W' ic regaling ihemidves With a

joint of a>utU)n i Lord, faid he, what a clamor would

thele men have raikd, if thty had catched m^ at fuch a

Lanquvt !

>- . I I 1 1 1 11 I
I

.1 II .1
I

«—^^ I

Ilia

FABLE V.
'The Fox artd the Szvallotv*

^T TE are inforn)ed by Ar ftotle, that the fol?owing

\f fable was fpolcen by ^fop to the Samians, on a

debate upon changing their miniliers, v.'ho wcie accufed

of plundering the ccmmonwcal h.

. A Fox fwimmlng acrofs a river, happened to be entan-

gled infome weeds that grew ntar the bank, fiom which

be was unable toextriiate himfclf. A^ he lay thus expo-

red to whole fwarms of flies, who were g^iling him and

fiickirg h'< biood ; a Swallow, obferving his diftrrfs, Icird-

\y ofitrrd to drive th«=m av/jy. By Jio means, faid the

Fox
i

for if thefe (bould be rl;aftd away, who a e already

fufBcif'.tiy gor^ecf, anrther more hungry fwarm would

fii^ceed, and I fhould be robbed of every remaining drop

ol blood in my veins.

FABLE VL
l.he F X and thi Raven*

AFOXobfcrvinti a Raven perched on the branrh of

a trtc, with a fine piece of cheefe in her mouth,

niMi.t'diatcly began to conlider how he might poficfs hioi-

fcif of fo delicious a m(,.rfcU De^r madam, laid he, 1 am
extremely glad to have. the pleafure of (eeing you this

njorning ; your beautiful fhape, and (hining feucheis, are

th'i delight of my eyes ; and would you condefccnd to fa-

• Inftead of the Swallow,; it was originally a Hedge Hog : but

as that creature ftcmcd very untit for \.\v bufineis of,4riviiig away

files, it was thought m-outr t© fubilitutc the SwallQiit,

VOX

'*;'

1^9
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ANCIENT FABLES. 7

for me with a fong, I doubt not but vour v^'c i^fqiial to

the reft of your accom.l.ftimcnt^. J^eludcd with t\u^ iht-

tenng fpeech, ihc tranTportcd Raven opened her mouth,
in order to give him a fpecimen of her p'pc, when down
dropt the chccfc ; which the Fox immcdiarcly fn.itrhini^

up, bore it away in triumph, leaving the Raven to lament
her credulous vanity at her leifure.

FABLE VII.
*

7I}£ Fox ami the Stork,

THE Fcx, though in general more inclined to roguery
than wit, had once a ftrnng inclination to pUy the

Wag with his neighbour the ftoik. He accordingly invucj
her 10 dinner in great form ; but when it cai^c upon the

table, thcftork found it confirtcd ciuirely of different foups,

ferved up in broad {hallow diihes, fo that fhe could only
dip in the end of her bill, but could not pofiioly fatisfy i 'i*

hunger. The Fox lapped it up very readily, and every
now and ihcnj ^^dttkm^ himfelf to his guelr, AeSur^ to

know how fhe liked htr entertain menf i hoped tiiat every,

thing was feafoned to her mind ; and proteited he was
very forry to fee licr eat fo f afingly. The Stoik, pcrcet*
ving fhc was played upon, t ok no notice of it, but pre*

tended to like every difh extremely ; and, m [afting, pref-M the Fox fo earncfliy ta return her vilU, tha' he cculd
not in civility refufc. The day arrived, and he repaired to

his appointment ; but to his great mortification, when
dinner appeared, he found it compofed of minced meat,
fervcd up in long narrow-necked glalVes ; fo that he was
only lautaiized with the fight of what it*~was impofiib'e for

him to talfe. 'Fne Stoik thruft in her long bill, and helped
herfelf very plentifully; then turning to Reynard, who
was eagerly licking the outlideof a j > r where ft.mc ftuce
had been fpillt'd— I am very glad, faid (he, fmilng, that
you feem to have fo good an appetite ; 1 hope )l\j will

make as hearty a dinner at my tablt-, as I did the other
day at yours. Reynard hung down Lis head, and looked
yeryjnucn dlfplcafed.w-Nay, nay^ faid thw' Stork, do not

p[cten4
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V
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8 ANCrENT FABLES,
pretend to be «ut of hutnor about the malter • thev th.t
rnnMotti.^«ajca/houldne.ermakeo«e ' ^ "

FABLE Vin.
-*

Wrn-w ^"'^ '^"* tirrowfd Feathers.HtN a pert young temp.'cr, or city apprentlcf,

of an embroidered wa.ftroat aod Dr-fden ruffles, but with!o. ...e qualification proper to the charadter how c.«)-.cn ly does „ ha,pen, fh u he is laughed at by hi. rial?and delpifcd by tholi wh.,m he p.cfunied to iu^Uale ^ '

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to imacirchat he wanted nothing but thecoloured plumes, ,„ renduhim as elegant a b:id as the Peacock
; puffed u, wi h ,hwi e conceit he drefTed himfrif with a fofficient qua.i ,,y

^'.-k|.g his old companions, endeavored to pals for ar.W.ck; hurhc nolr,oner attemf(ted to afloc.ate with
1.1- f? g<ntee rreatuns, th.i) an aftcaed Urut bet.i.ved the
.^a.n prelendei. The.offended .Peacocks, pluckinc f.onl
Jn.n their degraded feathers, fo .n flripped him of his Tinerv
redurod him to a mere Jackdaw, and diove hun back to
;n,s brethren

j by whom he was now equally defpifcd. and
juliiypuniihed with dcrifion and coniempt.

TableTk. ~ "•"

VarHtN cruelty and injuftice are arinfd w'th powr
V y and determined on oppreffion, the ftrongeit pleasot innocence are preferred in van.

.k'^i'^'""'u''"''
* ^'^"'^ """^ accidentally quenching their

th.rrt toucher at the fame rivulet. The Wolf ftood to.

trc/belo •• -n
"^' '*"''"' r^ "'^ ^^'"'' ^' '°-^ <J^-tance oeow. I he injurious bealf, relolved on a quarrel,

fiercely demands-How dare you diltu.b the water whi< hiam dr;"k'"P? The poor Limb, all trembling, 7., ,esHow, I befeech you, c»n thai poffihiy be ,l,e cafe! (ince the

. f"rh*" 1 u"""J""'"
""' IJ'f^o-'certed by the forceoi the truth, he chaiiges the acciifatiot. : Sij^ months ago,

fays

,\

VI

\ \
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,

f.ys he, you vilely n.ndcred me. In.poUil.Ie, return* ,heLamb, for I w.s not ths.i bor... Ko niattc, it «-..» vour
»»tvr then, or fome of

, our relations j a.,J im-nediiielv
trTing^tjie^poor jnnncent I.amb. h e tare him to Dictcs.

FAfiLt X^
—

A
7 he Maunlain in Lahor.

RUMOUR once prov«ileJ, that a nei,hbnrinE
Mountaiti was in labour: it wdb aflirmcl.'that ihc

evl^'r kVu "'••".P;"d'sio"» groans; and a peroralexpcaanon had hecn ra;led, that fome extraordinary bi„hwas a, hand. Multitude, flocked wiil. m.,ch eaperiu-fs .<xbe «"t',en.s.o the wonderful even, : one expeaL her tobe delivered ol a giant , another of fome eno, moul mon."er; and all were fufpendcd in earned expeaation ofromcwhat grand and aflonifting. When, after waiting
g--"! impatience a confiderable time, behold l_out

r-rcpt » Mfiufe.

FA"EEE~Tr -'—

*

The Boys n»d the Frags.
,N the maTgin of a large lake, Which w«s inhabifecT

to be ^^LT'"^^' 1'°^-' '"^"'"P="'yof Bov5 happenediJbeat play. Fheir diverl.on was duck and drakJ andvW,olc voihe, of flones were thrown into the water, to thegre.t annoyance and danger of the poor temfitd F.og= At

t& Z\tT^ '"°1|;''^^' ''^""e "!• "- head aLtte- thluriact of the lake; Ah, dear chi dren, faid he. whv willyou learn /noon the cruel praflices of Jour rac^ T^o^

o

FABLE XII.
~~

AT ADtr*?^ ^^'^ ''""'^ f^er^Toung.
i.AKK: having built her ncK in a field of corn, ftgrew ripe before her young were able to fly An-

prehenfive for their fafety, L enjoined .hem wn' eXwent out ,n order to provide for their fubfiftence, tc liQen

ZV''T7^l to any difcourfe they might hear aboutreaping the field. At her return, th.i .^\a u.. .u„. .

"^

t.

:'f
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i« ANCIEFT FABLES.

farmer and hisfon had been thcrsy and had agreed to Ternl

tofome of thcirneighbours,to afiift them in cutting it down

the next day And fo they depend, it fecms, upon nsigh-

bcrs^^aid the mother ; vtry we!l : then 1 think we lave

no cccifion to be afraid of to-morrov/. The next oay

fne went out, and left with them the fame injundion as

Wfore. Wl (HI (lie returned, they acquainted her, th^t

\h^ farmer and hia fon had again betn thert, but as none

oftheirneighbourscameto theii afllibnce, they had deferred

reaping till the next day, and intcnc^ed to fen J fr help to

tJieir friends and relat oas. I thinic vve may ftill venture

jinothcr day, fays the mother ; but however, be caref-il,

as before, to let me know what palles in my abftnce. They

irjQW inform her, that the farmer and his fon had a thiid

lime viftted thcield ; and finding^ that neither friend nor

nlation had regarded their fummons, they were dttermi-

red to come the next mo lino:, and cut it down ihemfeWts,

Nay, then, replied the Lark, ii is time to think of remo-

ving : for, as they now drp«nd only upon themfelves fof

doing their own bufinefs, it will undoubtedly be performed.

^
FABLE XIIL

The Stag drirSingt

A STAG quenching his th it It in a clear lake, wa^

ftrucK with the beauty of his horns, which he faw

icHf^ed in the water. At the fame time oblcrving the

extreme flendcrntf; of l?is legs ; What a pity it is, ^aid iic

thu (o line a creaiure fliould befurnifhed with fo defpica-

ble a fet of fpindlefhanks ! what a truly noble animal

fhould I be, were my legs in any degree anfvveiable to my

horns! In the midft of this folijuquy, h? was alarmed

withthf cry of a pacl^ of hounds. He immediatt^ly flics

through the f0.rei>, and leaves hii puriuers fo far behind,

that he might probably have efcaped ; but taking into a

thick w( oJ, his horn* were entangled in the branches,

-„.!.>-.. u^ ...^^ Ua\A »;11 tUm V, i%iin/) c r-arn/* iirt 'Ann tCklC him
VVUCiW^ liC \ya~> l*~JW lilJ H»* :; .-•«l.--s .- -. 5^; — |-

in pieces. In his laft moments, he thus exclaimed—

li*m ill do we jud^e of our true advaiitagt:^ i the legs

v/hi^h

i

\ \
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which I drfpifcd would have borne me away in f^fety, haj

not my fivorite aatlers betiayed me to ruin. •

' "^ FABLE XIV.
[

"^

Thg SwaUozv and the ather Birds

A SWALLOW obfcrving an hufbunda^an ttnploy-

cd in fowinci; hemp, called the lutL Birds together,

and informed them what the farmer was about. He told

th-mthat the hemp was the material ffom which the nets^

fo faial to the feathered lacc, were compofcd } and adv. led

then) unanimouflly to JQin itt- picking it up, in oidcr to

prevent the confe^uenccs. The Birds, cither diibdieving

his informationvor neglecSling his advice, gave thcm(elves

no trouble about the matter. In a Utile timetnehemp

appeared above ground ; the friendly 5wallow again aJ-

dreircd himfeif to them, told them it was not yet too late,

provided they would immediately iei about the 'work, be-

foie the feeds had taken too deep root. But they ft ill re-

jecting his advice, he foribok their fociety, repaired for

fafety to towns and cities, there built his habitation and

ri.CLdvnce. One day as he was fkimming along the ftrect?,

he happened io fee a large parcel of thofvi very birds, im«

pnfoneci in a cage, on the (houldcis of a bird-catcher.

Unhappy wretches, fad he, you now feel the pi'4ir{hment

of your former negka. But thofe who, having no tore-

fight of their own, defpife the wholelome admonition of

the i frienls deferve tlie mifchiefs which their own ottlma-

cy, or negligence brin2:s upon ihMr h <'ads. _
'^

FABLE XVT r

T'/»<f ^[i and, the Lap-dog,

AN Afs, who lived in the fame noufc with a favorite

!.ap-dog, obferving 'he lupenor degree of afFct^ion

uhicr. the little minion er.joye<^, imagintd he had nothing

more to do, in order to ubtiim an equal fliare in the good

graces of tl»e family, than to imitate the Lap-dog's playful

and endearing carciTcs, Accordingly he began toifiii auout

before his mafter, kicking up his heels and braying, in an

aiikward affcdrl^tion uf wanwouaefs aojd pleafantry j this

{Image
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•Itrange behaviour could not faii of raifing much laughter,
vhich the Afs miibking for approbation and encourage-
mens he proceeded co kap upon his mafter\ bread, and be*
gan very familiarly to lick his face; but he was f^refcnrly
convinced, by the force- of a good cudgel, that wh't is

fi)riczhtly and agreeable in one, may in another be jurtly

cenfurcdas rude and impertinent j and that the fwelt wa/
to gain eileem, is for every one toa<St fuitabiy to his own
na-ural geniuh nud char '(ftf r.—*————^—^——' ' Jill II I I II. M. ....

I <.LI._^

FABLE XVTT
n? Lim and the Mouje, '

'

ALIGN by accident laid his paw upon a pool inno-
cent Mou(<'. The frig' ted little creature, imagi-

ning fhe was juft going to be devoured, begg. d hard for

her lifj, urged thi;t ckmency was the faireft attsibutc of
power, and e^rnetilyinrrtared his majefty not to flain his

iliuitrious pav;s witn the blood of fo infign'fi-ant an ani-
mal ; ;jpon which the Lion very genemufly fet her at

Liberty. It happened a few days afterwards, that the Li-
•n, ranging for hrs prey, fell into the toils of the hunter.
The Moufe heard his roarings, knew the voice of her be-
nefactor, and immediately repairing to his afliftance,

gnawed in pieces the mefhcs of the net, and by delivering
her preferver, convinced him that there is no creature fo

much below another, but may have it in his power to re-

turn a good office.

"-
' FABLE XVir.

The Waif and the Crane,

A WOLF having with too much greed inefs fwallow-
cd a bone, it unfort^'nately ftuck in his throat ; and

in the violence of his pain he applied to feveral animals,
earneftly entreating them to extract it. None cared to
hazard the dangerous experiment, except the Crane; who,
perfuaded by his folsmn promifes of a gratuity, vemured
to thruft her enormous length of neck down his throat,

and having fucccfsfuliy performed the operation , claimed
the recompence. Sec the unreafonablenefs of fome crea-
tures, faid tbc Wuif ! have i not fuffcred thee fafely to

draw

iF
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fl^raw thy neck out of my jawf?, and haft thou the confci-
eiice to demand a further reward ?

FABLE XVIIL-
*Tfle Counfryman and the Snake,

AN honcit Countryman obfervcd a Snake lying unw
der a hedge, almoft frozen to death. He was mo*

ved with compaiTion ; and bringing it home, he laid it

near the iire, and gave it fomc new m-ilk. Thus fed and
cherifhed, the creature prefently began to revive: but no
fooner had he recovered ftrenght enough to do mifchitf,
than he fprung upon the Countryman's wife, bitoqe of bis
children, and, in (hort, threw the whole family into confu-
fion and terror. UngratcfL'l wretch! faid the man, thou
haft fufficiently taught me how ill-judged it is to confer
benefits on the woithlefs and undefcrving. So faying-,
he fgptched up an hatcher, and cut the Snake in piece*.

TaBlE XiX.
" '

7hi Dog and the Shadow..

AN hungry Spaniel , having ftolen a piece of ftefii

from a butcher's fhop, was carrying it acrofs a river^
I'he water being clear, and the fun (hining brightly, he
faw his own image in tht ftream , and fancied it to be
another Dog with a more delicious morfel : upon which,
uijuftly and greedily opening his jaws to fnacch at the
Shadow, he loft the fubftance.

Fable xx.
~ "-

Ihe Sun and the Wind',

PHCEBUS ard ^olus had onr? a difpute which of
ihem could foooeft prevail wji.?l a certain traveller to-

part with his cloak. E.o\m% began the attack, and aiFau!-
ted him with great violence. But the man wrapping his
cloak ttiil clofer about him, ooublcd bis efforts to keep it,
aiTd went on his way. And now, Phce:>u<, darted his
Warm mlinuafing rays, whiih reciting the traveller by de-
crees • Jt let'Mih obiJL^ed hjm tn f-hir«v«/ o(wU f..o» ^i..>u

which all tht- <a.^e of yEoius coijSd net compel him to
rciig; ,, Lcuin huiicf, iaiu ihoebu* to tii« biultcn^jg god,

that

w\
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14 ANCIENT FABLES.
that. foft and gentle means will ofitn accompll/h what

force and fury can i evrr effe^>
.

tAbL.iL AAi.
7ne TVolf and the Majiiff,

ALEAN^half-ftarved Wolf inadtcrtcntly ftrolled In

the way of a ftrong well-fed MaftifF. The Wolf

being much too weak to ad upon the ofFenfive, thought

it moft prudent to accoft honeft Towfcr in a friendly man-

ner ; and among othfer civilities, very connplaifantly con-»

gratulatcd him on his goodly appearance. Why, yes, re-^

turned the MaftifF-, I am indeed in tolerable cafe ; and if

you will follow me, you may loon be altogether in as good

a plight. The Wolf pricked op his cars at the propofalv

And reqiicfted to be informed what he mutt do to earn

fuch plentiful meals. V^cry liule, replied the Maftiff^

only drive away beggars, carefs my ma/l'cr, and be civil to

his family. . To ihefc conditions the hungry Wolf had no

objcdion, and very readily confented to follow his new

acquaintance wherever he would conduiS^ him. As they

were trpttin^ along, the Wolf obferved that the hair was

worn in a circle round his friend's neck ; which rafed^ his

curiofity to enquire what was the occalion of it. Nothing,

anfwered the MaftifF, or a mere trifle; perhaps the coll; r to

which my chain it fi.ftened;—Chain I replied the Wolf,

with much furprize ; it ihould feem that you arc not per-

mitted to r^vc about where and when you pleafe. Not

al\;;^ays, returned Towfcr, hanging down his head ; but

whar does that fignify ? It fignifies fo muth, rejoined the

Wolf, that I am refolved to have no (hare in your dinners^

W/.a nreal with libeKy, is, in my ettimation, preferable

to zfvit one without it^^
.""^

EABLE XXil.
Fortune and the School- Boy*.

\ SCHOOL- BOY, fatigued with play, threw hirti-

/A Mi down by the brink of a deep well, where he kiV
A..Ai i1 17:.»...^^ U ..«»A.«!n.-r »rk rt'Hc nv. tawllim ID tni^r
iiill <.iXCCp. iUH^J!-t jsaypvstiii^ 4V j.— .^- ";, •- -- -

dangerous fttuatioii, and kmdly gave him a tap on the

(houidef ;. My Ucai child^.taid (he, il y.ou havi fallen into-

this.
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ti\is well, I (hould have borne t le blame ; though in faa,

ihe accident would have been wholly owing to your owa
care'efsncfs.

Misfortune, (aid a celebrated cardinal, is but another

word for imprudence. The maxim is by no means ab*

folutcly true : certain,.howerer, it is, that mankind fuffer

more evils from their own »_imprudcnce, than fiom events

which it is not in their power to control.
""^

FABLE XXIII.
'

The Frog and ihe Ov,

AFRQG being wonderfully (truck. with the fizeand

majefty of an Ox that was grazing in the mar(he,%

couid not forbear cndeavouringr to expand hcr&lf to the

fame portly magnitude. After puffing and fwielling for

fome time, ** What thinkyou, fifter, faid flic, vull thig

do?*' Far from it, « WilKthis ?" Ry no means. " But

thisfurely will ?'* Nothing like it. In ftiort, after many

ridiculous efforts to the fame fruitlcfs purpofe, the fimplc

Frog bur ft her (kin, and miferably expired upon the fpot.

""

FaBLP: XXIV.
The Lion ami other Bea/s hunting in Partnerjhip,

THE Bull, and feveral other beafts, were ambitious

of the honour of hunting with the Lion. His favagc

inajefty graricully condefcended to their dcfirej end it was

agreed, that they fliould all Have an equal ftiare in what-

ever might be taken. They fcour the foreft^ are unani-

mous in the purfuitj and, after a very fine chace, puU
down a noble Stag. It was- divided with great dexterity

by the Bull^ into four equal parts; but juft as he was go-

ing to fecure his fhare—Hold, fays the Lion , let no one

prefume to ferve himfelf, till he hath heard our juft arvi

leafonable claim?. I feize upon the firft quarter by vir-

tue of nny prerogative i the fecond, i think,, is due to miy

fyperiorcondu£l and courage; \ annot forego the thirds

is inclined to difpute my right to the fourth, let \\nn fp?ak,

Awx:d„by the majs;fty of his ftownj and th^ terror of hia

gavrs^,

if'
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paws, they filently withdrew, refolving never to hunj
aira'n but with their equals.

FABLE XXV
'

The Ant and the Fly.

A N Ant and a Fly had once a ridicuJous conteft about

J^^ precedency, and Wt!rc arguing which of the two was
the more honourivble : luch difputes moft frequently hap-

pen amoBgil the loweft and moft worihlefs creatures.—

The Fly exprefltd grea-t refentmcnt, that fuch a poor,

crawling infe<St, (hould prefume to lie biifking in the fame

funfhine with one 16 much her fuperior. Thou haft not
furely the infolence, faid (he, to imagine thy felf ok an

equal rank wiih trn ! I am none of your mechanic crea*

tures wholivcby their induftry; but enjoy in plenty and

without labour, every thing that is truely delicious. I

place my{tif uncomroled upon the heads of kings ; I kifs

with freedom the Tips of beauties; and feaft upon the choi-

ceft facrifices that are offered to the goas. To eat with

the gods , replied the Anr, and to enjoy the favors 01 the

fair and the powerful, would be great honour indeed to

one whf> was an invited or a welcome gueft^ but an im-

pertinent intruder, who h driven out with averfion and

contempt wherever he appears, has not much caufe me-

thinks to boaftofh)s privileges. And as to the honor of

not labouring for your fubfiftence ; t\ttQ too your boaft is

only your difgrace; for hence it is, that one half of the

year you are deftiiute even of the common neccflarics of

Jife; whiift I, at ihe fame time, retiring to the hoarded

grananes whit h my honcft induftry has filled, enjoy every

fatisfa<5tion, independent of the favor either ofbeautlci or

«f kings*
'

] FAiiLK XXVJ.
1'he Bear and the two Friends^

TVyO Fiieuds fett nj; out tog^eiher upon a journey

which led Uir< ugh a danguous foreft, inuturlly

p!« mifed to affift each otner, if ihty fliouid happen to be

aliaulttd. Tflcy had nut procccdea ht^ before th^y per-

ceived
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ceivcd a Bear making towards them wn-h great rage.——
There were no hopes in flight; but one of them, being

vtry adive, fpru ng up intu a ticej upon whtch the others

throwing hanlcU flat on the ground, he'd his bieath, and

pretended to be dead; r^memburing to have h^^ard it afier-

ted, that this creature will not prey upon a dead carcaki

'1 he Bear came up, and after fmellingto hjm fome ttme,^

left him and w.ent on. When he was fairly out of fight

and hearing, the hero from the tree calls oui—Well,itT,y

fr end, what faid the Bear? He feemed to whifpT vou;

very clofely. He did fo, replied the other, and gave me
this good piece of advice; never to afl'ociate with a wtetch.

Who in the hour of danger will defert his friend.

FABLE XXVil.
The Bull and the Gnat. :

CONCEIT ED Gnat, fuily perfuadcd of his own
importance, naving placed himf^'f on the horn ct a

iuh^ exprefled g.-eat unsafinefs left his weight fhould be

incommodious: & with much ceremony b<gged theBulTs

pardon far the liberty (he had t^ken ; affufing him that

he would irnmedia.ely remove if he preffed too hard upon

him. Give yourf^if no uueafinels on that account replied

the Bull, I beleec h you i for as 1 never perceived when

you fat down, I fhall probably uot mifs you whenever you

thiiik fit to rife.

FABi^E XXviJ.
The TVasp and ihe Dees. '

' ^

PRETENDERS of every k.nd arc beft deteaed by

appealing to their works.

Some honey- combs being claimed by a fwarm of Wafps,

the right owners protefted agatntt tiieir deinaud, and the

cau(e was referred to a Ho; net. WitiRlits t)eing examii.cd,

tney depo.'ed that certain winged creature^;, who h id a loud

hum, were of a ytllowilh colour, aud fomeu hat i.kc Bees j,

were obferved a confiderable time hovecing about the p;acc

where this ncl^ was found. But this did not iulFuiei tlj(

decide
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decide the qucftion; f ir (he(c charatSleriftici, the ttornet

obfervcd, agreed no Icfs with the Bees than with the Wafps.
At length a fenfiblc old Bee offered to put the matter upon
this dccifive jflTue ; Let a place be appointed by the court*
faid he, for the pIiimitFs and defendants to work in : it will

then foon appear W; ich of us are capable of forming fuch

regular cell«, and afterwards of fill'ng them with io deli-

c^bus A fluid. The Wafps, refufing to agree to this propo-

fal, fufficiently convinced the judge on which fide the right

liiy ; and he decreed the honey-combs accordingly.

] FABLE XXIX. ^;

The OJ Man and Death,

A FEEBLE Old Man, quite fpent with carrying a
burthen of fticks, which, with much labour, he had

gatncred in a neighboring wood, callrtJ upon Death to re-

Jcafe him from the fatigues he endured. Death hearing the

invocation, was inamediately at his elbow, and afked him
what he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the unexpei^cd

appearance : O good fir ! faid he, my burthen had like to

have 11 pt from me, and being unable to recover it myfcif, I

oniv implored ynur af?iilance to replace it on my fhou lders.

FABLiTlCXX.
The Cmrt and Country Mouse.

ACONTENTED Country Moufe had ot.cetke honour
to receive* a vifit from an old acquaintance belonging

to !he Court. The Country Moufe, extremely glad to lee

her gueft, very hofpitably {et before her the beft cheefe and
bacon which her cottage afforded ; and as to their beverage

it was the pureft witer from tht ipring. The repaft was
homely indeed, but tie welcome hearty; tney fate and
Chatted away the evening together very agreeably, and then

retired m peace and quietncfs each to her little cell. The
next morning, when the gueft was to take her leave, (he

kindly prtfTtd her country friend to accompany her; fecting

forth, in very pvmpous terms, the great elegance & plenty

in wnicn inciivcu ai v^ourr. i ne s^auncry iviouic was caiiiy

prevailed upon, And they fct out together. It was late in

. . the
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the evening when ihey arrived at the palace ; Fowrver, in

one of the rooms, they found the remains of a (umptuous

entertainment. There were creams, an^ jellcs, andiyvC t

meats ; an 1 every thine, in (horr, of the moft licl cate kind :

the cheefe was ParmelLn, and th^y wetted tl eir whilkers

in exquifite Champaign. But before they had hilf finirtu^l

their repaft, they were alarmed with tlie harking ?ti

Ic.atching of a Lap-Dog ; then the mewmg of a Cat

frightened them almoil to death j by and by, a ^vhcletraia

of fervants burft into the room, and every thing was fwep:t

away in an inftant. Ah ! my dear friend, faid ihc Gauntry

Moufe, as foon as (he had recovered coyagc enough to

ipeak, if your fine living is thus interrupted wi h tr ars ar.d

dangers, let me return to my plain f<Hid, and my peaceful

cottage ; for what is elegance without cafe j of plenty

with an aching, heart ?

FABLE XXXr.
7'he Fox and the Gnat.

A FOX and a Goat travelling together, in a very fultry

day, found themfdves exceedingly thirfty ; when

looking round the country in order to difccver a place

where they might propably meet with water, they at lengtH

cef cried a clear fpring at the bottom of a well. 'T h^y hoih

eageHv defeendcd, and havrng fufliciently allayed tneir

thirft, began to conftdcr how th y fhould get out. Many

cxpcdienTs for that purpofe wore mutually propofcd, ani^

rejeaed. At laft the cratry Fox cried out with gteat joy,

I have a thought juft fhuck inio n.y mind, which I am

confident will extricate us out of our ditficuhy: do you,

fa?d he to the Goat, only rear youifelf up upon yo r hinder

legs, ard reft your fore feet againft the ficle of he Wull. In

thTs pofture, 1 will climb up to your head, from whtn^

1 ihall be able, with a fpiing to iea< h the lop : and when l

am once there, you are fenfible it will he verv ei-fv forme

to pull you o'Jt I7 the horns. The lirnple Goat liked the

propofal well, and 'mmediately placed hmif-lf «* unedicu:,

by means of which the Fox, wjthout much ditF.culty^

V'l
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pained the top. And now, faid the Goat, give me the af.
iiftance you pronnfed. Thou old fool, replied the Fox,
hadft thou but half as much brains as beard, thou wouldft
never have believtd, that I would hazard my own li^e to
fave thine. However, I willleave with ihee a piece of
sdvice, vi-hich may be oflervice to thee heretfter, if thou
ihouldll have the good fortune to make thy e|cap« j

*' Ne-
ver venture into a well again, beiore thou baft well coiifi-
cercd how to get out of it."

FABLE XXXIL
,

The Farmer^ the Cranes, and the SiorL

A,
STORK was unfortunately drawn into company

L wiih fome Cranes, who were juft fetting out on a
party of pleafure, as theycall^id it, which in truth waste
rob thefifh-ponds of a neighboring farmer. Our fimple
Stork agreed to make one j and it fo happened, that they
VAtreall taken in the faa. The Cr. nes having been old
t)[ter)ders, had very little to fay for themfelves, and were
prefenr-ly difpatched, but the Stork pleaded hard for his life.
He urged that it was his firil fault, that he was not natu-
rally aduiaed to ftealing filh, that he was famous for piety
to nis pai^ius, and in (hort, for many other virtues. Y..ur
piety. and virtue, faid the Farmer, may, for aught I know,
be exemplary; buc y»ur- be. ng in company with thieves
r.nders it very fufpicious

; and you muil therefore fubmit
\A?i.ih pj^i^ence to fliare the fame punifhdient with vour
Corrx'^'inns, '

""
^ FABLh xxxnT, ^

—~~^-
The Oak and the Willow,

ACONCElTEi) WiJlow n.d once the vanfty to
daileage his mighty neighbor the Oak, to a ir^al of

Imngth. 11 was determined by the next florm ; and
/i!>ohKs was addrtffed by both parties, to exert his mull
pow rful t ftorts. Thi. was no fooner afkcd than granted

;and a viohnt hurricane arofe : when the piunt Willow'
be. dmg from rhe blaft, or fhnnking UFider' it, evaded all
J.s .ofce

; while the generous Oak, Jifdaining to give way,

oppoled

\
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oppofed its fury, and was torn up by the roat«. Irfinnedj-

ately the Wiilovv began to cxuit, and ;o claim theviftpry,

when thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exultation

:

Callcft thou thi* a trial of ftrcngth ? Pcor wretch ! not to

thyJfrengih, but wtaknefs; uot.tb thy boldly facing dan-

ger, but meanly fku Iking from it, thou oweft thy pre^nt

lafety. 1 am an Oak, though fallen ; thou Itill a Willow,
though unhurt : but wno except lo mean a wretch ai thy-

feit, would prefer an ignominious life, prefer ved by a craft

or cowardice, lo ihc glory of iiiceting death in an honora-

ble caufe ?,

"^
FABLE'^XXXIVT ~ ^

Toe Boy ^and the Ftiberti,

A CERTAIN B-y» as Epiaetus trills the fable, put

his hand into a pitcher, where great plenty of figs

Hrtu hlberts wtre d«pofited; he grafped as many as his fttt

icou'd pofiibly hold, but when be endeavoured to pull it

out, the narrownefs of the neck prevented him. Unwil-

ling te loole any of them, but unable to draw out his

hand, he burrt into tears, and bitterly bemoaned his hard

fortune. An honeft fellow who ftood by, gave him this

wile and feafonable advice i G''afp only half the quan-

tity, my Boy, and you will cafilv furceed

FABLE AXXV.
The Satyr and Jravdler.

A POOR Man travellin r in the depth of winter,

throu;^h a dreary foreii, no inn to rtceve him, no
hu;ii.in Ciealure to befriend or comfon h m, was in danger

of being ttarved to death. At laft, hovveverj , c came to tne

cave of a Satyr, where he entreaied ieave lo reft a whrle,

and (belter himfelt from the inclemency of thw' wtather.

7 he Satyr v« ry civilly complied with his requeff. The
man ha I no fooner entered, than he began to blow his fin-

gers. His boft, furpnfed at the novelty of the a(£lion, was

curious to know the meaning of it, I do it, faid the tra-

velhr, to warm my frozen joints, v/hich are benumbed

with cold. Pfcfently afterwards, the Satyr kaving prepared

\
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a mcrs of hi't gpuci to refrclh his gueft, the man found it

necciiary to blow his pottage too. What inquired the Satyr,

is not your gruel hot cn«ugh? Yes, replied the travaller, too
hot ; and I blow it to make it cooler. Dt» you fo? quoth
the Satyr, then get out of my cave as fa(( as you can j for

I defire to have iio communication with a creature that

blowii hot and cold with the fame breath.

FA BLh:~~XXXVL
7he Horfe and the Stag.

TJKFORE the ufe of iljries was known In the world,

fj one of thofc noble animals, having been infulted by a

DUg, and finding himfeif unequal to his advcrfary, applied

to a man for afliUance. The rcqueil was cafily granted,

and the man putting a bridle in his moutli, and mounting
upon his back, foon came up with the Stag, and laid hi-n

dead at his enemy's feet. The horfe having thus gratified

his revenge, thanked his auxiliary : And now will I icturn

in triumph, faid he, and reign the undifputcd lord ol the

foreft. By no niv^ns, replied ttie man; f (hail have otCihoii

for your fervices, and y«u muft go home with me. So
faying, he led him to his hovel; wh.'re tne unhappy ftced

fpcr.t the remainder of hi|i days in a laborious ferv:Cude ;

fenfibie too late, that how pleafing focvcr revenge may ap-
pc^ar, it always cofts more to a generous mind than the

purchafe is worth.
'^

FaBLK XXXVI:.
'

~~
Ihe Farmer a*-d his Sons.

A WEALTHY old f.irmer, who had for fone time
declined in his healthy ptrcfiving that he had nu.

matiy days to live, called his fons together to h;$ bcdfii c.

My dear children, faid the dying man, I leave it with you
as my laft injunction, not to part wi h the farm, which has

been in our family ihcfc hundred years : for, to difclofe to

you a fccrct which i i c* ived from my father, and which
I now think propfr vr, :( ranuniCrtte to you, there is a

treafure hiden foineivhcie in the grounds ; though! never

could difcover the f aici'^ular fpc/t wht.Te it lies concealed.

'IIoAever,

m'

.^-.<ftt^
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However, a« foon as thj harveft is g )t *n, fpire no pain

in thelearch, anJ I am well allured you will not lofe your

labour. The wife oM man was no fooner laid in his grave,

and the time he mentioned arrived, thin his Tons went co

work, and with great vigour and alacrity turned up again

and ac»am evrry toot of ground belonging to their farm ;

the confeqyencc of w*uch was, .Ithough they did not find

the object of their purfuit, that their lands yv^ldcd a far

more plentiful crop than thofe of their neighbours. At the

end of the ycjr, when they were fettling their accounts,
'

and computing their extraordinary profits, I woulu venture

a wagcrj faid ont of the brothers, more acute th^n the reft,

that this wa' the concealed wealth my father meant. I am
fure. it leaft, we have found by experience, thai ^* indultry

is itfclf a treafure,"

FABLE XXXVIIL
Tli0 Lion and tkt Gnat,

A VAUNT ! thou paltry, contemptible in'ecl ! (aid a

proud Lion one day to a Gnat that was frifking about

in the airticar his den. The Gnat, enraged at this unpro-

voked infult, vowed reveng? , and immediately darted into

the Lion's ear. After having fuificicntly teazed him in

that quarter, {he quitted her italion, and retired under his

beiiy ,* and rrom thence made her laft and moil formidable

attack in his noftrils, where flinging hir: almoft to mad-
nefs, the Lion at length fell down, utterly fpent with rage,

vexation an.' pain. The Gnat having thus abundantly gra-

tified her refentment, flew off in great exultation ; but in

th . hsediefs tranfports of her fuccefs, not fulficiently atten-

ding to her own fecurity, (he found herfelf unexpectedly

entangled in the web of a fpider j who rufhing out inftant«

ly upon her, put an end to her triumph and her life.

This fable inftrudts us, never to fuffcr fuccefs fo (at to

tranfport us, as tothruw us off our guard againfl a reverfe
**f frvrt.i -_

*'<
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14. ANCIENT FABLES,
FABLE XXXIX.

The Alifer and bis Treajure.

A MISER having icrapcd together a conftdtital^lf fum

of money, by denying himfclf the toinmon conve-

niences of life, was much tmbarralied where to lod^c it

moft fecurely. After many perplexing debates with liim-

lelfi he at length fixed upon a co»nerina retired iieid,

V'here he depolited his Trcafure, and With it his hfart, iii

a hoie, which he dug for that ^»arpofe. His mind was now
for a momen: at eafe; but he had not proceeded many
paces in his way hom.e, when all his anxiety returned; and

he Could n<»t forbear going back to fee that every thmg

was fafe. Vhis he repeated again and again ! till he was

at Ui\ obfcrved by a labourer who was mending a hedge in

an adjacent meadow. The follow concluding that lome-

thing extraordinary raufl; be the occafion of the frequent

vifits, marked ihe fpot ; and coming in the night in order

tf- examine it, he difcovered the prize, and bore itofFunmo-

klied. Early the next moining, the iVlifer again renewed

his vifit; when finding his Tieafure gone, he broke out in-

to the mott bitter exclamations. A Traveller who happened

to be pafTing by at the fame tjmc, was noved by his com-

plaints 10 inquire into the caufe of them. Ala^! replied the

Mifcr, 1 have fuftained the mofi cruel and irreparable lols !

fome villain has robbed me of a fum of money, which I

burried under this t^one no longer ago than ye(ieid y.

JBurried ! return ' the traveller with furprilc; a very extra-

ordinary method truly otdifpofing of your riches ! wny did

you not rather keep them in your houfe, th. they niight

be ready for you: daily occafions? Daily occalions I refu-

med tiie Mifer, with an air of much indignat on ; do you

im agine I fo little know ihe value of money, as to fuff^r it

to be run avi^ay with by occahons ? or. the contrary, I had

prudently refoived not to touch a fingle (hiU'ng of it. If

that was your w fe lefoluiion, anfwereu the Traveller, I

fee no fort of rcafon for your being thtis afH cled ; it is but

putting this ftonc in the place of your Treasure, and it will

anfwcr all your purpvUa full at v/cil.
^ FABLE XL.
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FABLE XL.
Mi.ervas Olive,

THE gods, (<'y the Heatcen mythologies, have each

of them their favorite t.ee. Jupiter preferred the

OdiC, Vervus the my;tle, aod Piicebus the laurel ; Cybeie
the pine» and Hercules the poplar. Minerva ^'urprifed that

th^y fhoujd choofe barren tree?, afked Jupuer the rcraJon.

It is faid be to prevent any fv> picion thai, we confer the

honour we do them, from aninurefted mo iv^tf. Let foiiy

futpe6t what it pleiifes, returned Minerva; 1 fhall not fcru-

ple to aclcnowledge^ that i make choife of the Olive for tas

ufefuinefs of its fuit. O daughter, replied the. father of

the gods, it is with juitice that men elleem thee wife ; for

nothing is truly valuable that is not ufeful.
*~

^FABLh: XLL
The Min-tc and the Coimtrvma>i.

MEN often JLidge wrong fron^ fome foolifh prejudice;

and whiiii they perfift in the defence of their

ni itokes, a'-e fo.ne timtcj brought to fhame by inconicfta-

bl- evidcMice.

A rerta n wealthy pratician, intending to treat the Ro-
man people with tdna- tneatrical entertainments, puulifhtd

a rew;ird to any o/ie v/ho could furn'fh out a new or un-
corr.mf>n divtriion, PZxcited by emulatioii, (he artitis af-

ftr.ibled from all parts ; among whom, a Mimic, well

known foi his at( b wit, gave out, that he nad a kind of en-

teitainment that liad never yet been produced upon any

ft.ige.

Tnis report bcinp, fpread ab'^jt, brought.th? v/liole city

tofTvther. 'I'ne theatre could hardly contain the number
of fpifdtcitors. And vvhtm the artifl: appeared alone upon
the Jtage, w thoui any apparatus, without any pro.npter or

aflidaiTt, curiofity anJ fufpenfe kept the Ipcsitiiuis in a

protouiid filence. -

On a fuuder* rhe perforiier thrfift d )wn his head into his

'•'ifoin, and mimicked the tqueakiiig of a youig pig to na-

turally, (hat ihc aujicace ijiiiit'.;d o;ii,he ha J v-ne under

C nis

i^\J t
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26 ANCIENT FABLES. .

his cloak, anH ordered him to be (earched. Which being

done, and nothing appearing, they loaded the m^n with

enromiums, and honoured him with the moft extravagant

appUiufe.

A Country fellow obfcrving what pafled—*^ Faith*' fays

he, ** 1 can do this better than he;** and inimf diateiy t>ave

out, that he would perform the fame much better the next

d iv. Accordingly greater cowds aifemblcd : pre* 'IVeifeti,

however, in favour of the firft ariiil, thev fit prepared \o

laugh at the Ciown, rather than to jjdge faniy ot hiS

performance.

They both came out upon tbe ftage. The M mic grunts

?wuy firft, is received with vaft appiaufe, and the loiideft

acclamations. Then the Countryman preending triat he

concealed a little pig un.ier his clothes ^('which in f^^adt he

6'd) pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him fquc-ak.

The people exclaimed aloud that the firft perfotmer had

imitated the pig mucn move naturally ; and would h^^ve

hiiied the Countryman oft the ftage, but he produced the

real pig trom his bofom, and convincing them by a vihbie

proof of their ridiculous error ; See, gentlemen, fays he,

/P^^}^t pretty fort of judges you are*

FABLE XLF.
l^he Dog and the Crocodile,

WE can never be too carefully guarded agrnnft a

connection with perfons of an ill charadttr.

As a Do'^ was courfing the banks of th^ Nile, he grew

tbirfty; but fearing to be feized by the Monfters of that

river, he would uot ffop to fatiue his d'-ought, but lapped

as he ran. A C orodile raiiing his head above the furface

of the water, afked him, why he was in fuch a hu. ry ? he

had often, he faid, wiihed for his acquaintance, and ftiouU

be glad to embrace the prefent opportunity. You do mc
^ t -_ _— *..».,*. ^4 * .sa t \f\rr Kjif- |^ ic t r\ ix/iwA iuphr'i'si'n-

panions a^. you th«t I am in fo nmch halte.

FABLE XLIIL
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FABLE XLIIi.
7 he JVolf in 'difgui^e,

DESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay themfelves

open to difcovery, by over-a£ting their parts.

A Wolf, who by fr(^quent vifits to a flock of (heep in

his neighbourhood, bej."" 1 to be extremely well known to

them, thought it expedient, for the moie fuccefsruily car-

rying on his depredations, to appear in a new charaiSter.—

'^J'o this end he difguiied himfelf in a fhepnerci*s habit;

and refting his fore feet upon a flick, which fcrvcd him by
^i^ayofa crook, he foftly made his approaches to^vards the

fcild. It happened that the fhcphcrd and hii dog were
both of them extended on the grafs, fall adeep ; lo that h^

would certainly have fucceLoed in his psoject, if he had

i»ot imprudently attempted to imira.e the fhepherd's voice.

The horrid noife awakened ihcm both : When the Wolf,
tacumbcred with bis difguife, and finding it impollibic

tither to rtfiil or to flee, yielded up his life an cafy prey

to the fliepherd's dog.~ Fable xliv.
'

"

J he Bee and the Spider,

r*T^HE Bee and the Spider once entered into a warm

J^ debate which was the betier artifl The Spider urged
bei (kill in the mathematics, and averted, that no one was
half fo well acquainted as herfelf with the condrud'tion of

lines, anglei, fquares, and circles ; that the web (hedaiiy

wove was a fpecimen of art inimitable by any other crea-

ture in the uMverfe ; and belides, that her works were
derived from herl'elf alone, the piodudtof her own bowels;
whereas the boafted honey of the Bee was ftolen from
evtrry herb and flower of the field ; nay, that Ihe had obli-

gations tvcn to tne meaneft weeds. To this the Bee re-

plied, that fhe was in hopes the art of extraCimg honey
from the meanelt weeds would at leaft have beeri allowed
her as an excellence; and that as to her ftealing fweats from
the herbs and flowers of the field, her fkill was there fo

confpicuous, that no flower ever fuffered the leaft diniinu-

lion of ics fragrance kom io delicate an operation. Then,
as

ifc'
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as to (he Spi(1er*s vaunt d knovyled^e in the conflru(Slion of
lirio at.d -ngies, fhebehvrt^d (he miubt (My r it (he merit
of her caule on the rcgalanty a one of her coinbs; but (iMC(2

fhe could add to this, the fwecnefs and ^x;?ellence of her

honey, and the various purpciCv^ *
> wl ich her wax was

employed, fhe had noth n^ to fear from the comparifon i)f

h(.r fkill with that of the weaver of a flin»(y cobweb ; for

the vdiue of every heart, ihe obferved, is chief!) to be cfti-

mareJ by its ulc.

FABLE XLV. ^
"^

'

The Jfs and his Mafler.

A DILIGENT Afs, daily loaded b'-yond his ftrength

by a fevere Maftf r whom he had long ferved, and
vho kept him at veiy Hiort commons, happened one day
;n his old age to bt opprtiTjd with a more than ordinary

burthen of earthen ware. His itrength being much im-
paired, and the road deep and uneven, he unfortunately

made a trip, and unable to recover him felf, fell down and
broke all the veiiels to pieces. His Mafter, tranfported

wiih rage, began to beat him moft unmercifully. Againft
whom the poor Afs, lifting up his head as he lay on the
^'jound, thus ftrongly lemonftrated : Unfeelirjg wretch I

to thy own avaricious cruelty, in firft pinching me of food,
and then loading me beyond my ihength, thou oweft tttc

misfoi tune which thou fo unjuftly imputeft to me."
FAfiLh. XLVi. ' '" ""

The Cock arid the Fox,

AN experienced old Cov^k w^as frntling himfclf to rooft

upon a high bough, wh?!n a Fox appeared under the

tree. I am cone faid the artful hypccrite, to acquaint you,

in the name of all my brethren, that a general peace is

Ci'iiciuidtd between your whole family and our«. Delqend
immediately I befeech you, that we may mutually embrace
upon (o joyful and unexpcdted an event. My good friend,

replied the Cock, nothing could be mor« agreeable to me
than this news \ and to hear it from you increafes my fa-

ti^facSliun. But I perceive tVt^o hounds at adiflance coming
this

h
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this way, who are probably difpatched as couriers with the

treaty ; as they ruA very fwiftly, and will certainly be here

in a few minute?, I will wait their arrival, that we may
all four embrace together, Reynard well knew, if that

was tiie cafe, it was no time for him to remain there any
longer

; pretending therefore to be in great hafte, Adieu,
fa'd he, for the prefent ; we will referve our rejoicings to

another opportunity: upon which he darted into the

woods with all imaginablt expedition. Old Chanticleer

no fooner faw h depart, than he crowed abundantly in

the triumph of his) artifice : for by a harmlefs ftratagem to

difappoint the malevolent intentions of thofe who are en-
deavouring to deceive us to oui: ruin, is not only innocent
but laudable,

FABLE XLVII.
The Eagle and the Crow*

TO miftake our own talents, or over-rate our abilities,

is always ridiculous, and fometimes dangerous.

An Eagle, from the top of a high mountain, making a

ftoop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore it away to her young.

A Crow, who had built her neft in a cedar near the fout

of the rock;, obferved what pafled, was ambitious of perfor-

ming the fame exploit; and darting from her neft, fixed her

talons in the fleece of ar.oiher lamb. But neither able to

move her prey, nor to difentangle her feet, flif was taken

by the (hepherd, and carried away for his children, to play

With; who eagerly inquiring what bird it was,—An hour

ago, faid he, (he fancied herfelf an Eagle; however, I fup-

po(e (he IS by this time convinced that fhe h but a Crow.
'

FABLE XLVIil.
"

The Farmer and the Stag,

A STAG, who had left at forne diitance a pack of

hounds, came up to a Farmer, and defired he would

fuffer him to hide himfelf in a little coppice which joined

to his houfe. The Farmer , on condition that he would
forbear to enter a field of wheat, which iay before him, and

was now ready fur tiie lickle, immediately gave him leave

and
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3^0 ANCIENT FABLES.
and promlfed not to oetray him. The fquirc with his train-

inft^ntly appeared, and inquiring wh^-ther he had not (cen
the Stag; No, faid the Farmer, he has not pafled this way,
I afTure you ; but, in order to curry favour at the fame time
with his worfhip, he pointed flily with his finger to the
place where t.ie poor beaft lay concealed. This however
the fporifman, intent on bis game, did not ob'crve, tut
pafTed on with his dogs acrofs the verv field. As foon as

the Stag perceived they were ggne, he prepared to fteal ofF,

without fpeaking a word. Methinks, cried the Farmer,
you might thank me, at leaft, for the refuge I have affor-

ded you ; Yes, faid the Stag, and had your hands been as.

hoijeft as your tongue, I. certainly fhould j but all the re-

turn that a double dealer has to expert, is ajuft indigoati--

on and contempt.

FABLE XLIX;
~

7'he Llofi, the Tyger and tks Fov,

ALTON and a Fyger jointly feizcd on a young fawn,

which they immediately killed. This they had no
fooner performed, than they fell a fighting, in order to de-

cide whofe propel ty it fliould be. The battle was fu bloody,

and fo obftinate, that they were both compelled, thr )ugh

wearineG and lofs of blood, to defift j and lay down by
mutual confent, totally difabled. At this inftant a Fo;c >

unluckily came by ; who perceiving their fituation, maJe
bold tofeize the contefted prey, and bore it off nnmolelted,

.As foon as the Ljon could recover breath—How foolifh,

faid he, has been our conduft ! inflead of being content.̂ d,

as we oua;tit, with our refpedtive fhares, our fenft-lcfs rage

has rendered us unable to prevent this rafcally Fux from
def, auding us of the whole.

FABLE L.

[
•' The Lion and the Jfs.

ACONCFITKO Ai- had once the impertinence to

bray forth iomtf contemptuous fpeedies againlt the

Lon. The fudJennefs oi 'he infult at firft raiifd fom?

emouoiu of wiiitii iii «*ii hti^nix -, but lurning his heavj,ani

ptrceiving

I
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perceiving from whence it came, they immediately rubfulid;

and he very fedately walked on, without deigning to ho-

nour the contcmpii'jle creature tven (0 much as with an
pnrrry w^rd.

"^ FABrE Li::
'

*rbe Snake and the Hedge- lug.

IT ii by no means prudent to join interefts with fuclt

as have it in their power to impofe upon us their own
condit'.ons.

By the intreatics of a Hedge-hog, half ftarvd with coM,
a.Snake was once pcrfuaded to rccjeive him into htr cell.

He was no fooner entered than his prickles began to be
very uneafy to his companion : upon which the SnJfke de-
fired he would provide himfellanother lodging, as fhe found,

upon trial, the apartment was not large enough to accom-
modate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog, let them that are

uneafy in their fituation exchange it ; for my own part, I

am very well contented where I am: if you are nor, |ou
are welcome to remove whenever you think proper.

FABLE LllT"
^

The trumpeter,

A TRUMPETER in a certain) army happened to be
taken prifontr. He was ordered immediaiely to

execution, but pleaded in excufe for himfelf, that it vv*4S

unjuft a perlon ihould fufFer cieaih, whr, far from an in-

tention of mifchief, did not ev( n wear an offeafive weapon.
So much the rather, replied (.ne of the enemy, fhalt thou
die; hnce w.thout any defiun of fighting th\felf, thou exci-

tefl others to the bloody Dufmel's: for he hat is the abettor

of a bad a6iion, is at Itall equally guilty with him that
rorrtmifc it.

F
i ii... L. A.iL

* F:ce and lotune,
ORTUNE and Vic. , acco d.ng to Plutarch, fai
once a violent tontei^, whicnufihcm had it moit .a

••^ This Fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord Bolingbroke,
wi his i'hiiQfuphicui TiaClb, ,

their
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their power to rnake mankind unhappy. Fortune boafted

that (lie could take frotn men every external good, and

bring upon them every external evil. Be it lb, replied Viee;

b'Jt this is by no means (ufficient to make them miferable

without my artiftance: whereas, without yours, I am able

to render them completely fo; nay, in fpiie too of all your

endeavours to make them happy. ,

FABLE LiV.
Thf Bear and the Bees,

A BEAR happened t6 be ftungbyaBee; and the

pain was fo acute, that in the madncfs of revenge

he ran into the garden and overturned the hive. 7'his

outrage provoked their anger to a high degree, and brought

the fury of the whole fwarm upon hmi. They attacked

him with fuch violence, that his life was in danger ; and

it was with the utmolt dfHculty that he made his efcape,

wounded from head to tail, in this defperate condition,

lamenting his rri^fortunes, and licking his fores, he could

not forbear rt flecking how much more advifeable it had

been to have patiently acquiefced under one injury, than

thus, by an unproiiuble refcntment,^to have provoked a

thoufand.

^Jl
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FABLE I.

fhe Miller y his Soriy and th,ir Aft*

A MILLER anvi his Son were driving their Afs to

market, iii (»rdr( to fell him : and that he might ^^et

tnithcr trtlh n*! in good condit on, they drove him on
gently before thciu. They had ni)t proc-dcd far, when
thry mtt a company of travellers. Sure, fay they, you
are mjglity cartful of your Afs : meihinks one of you
might as well get up arn» ride, as fuifer nim to walk on
at hi? eafe, while you trudiije afttr on foot. In compliance

with this advice, the Old Man fet bis Son upon the bead.

And now, they had f arce advanced a quarter of a mile

further, before they met another com Oi^ny You idleyoufig

logue, faid one of the partv, why don't you get down, and

let your poor father ride? LJi)Oti this, the Old Man made
his Son difmoui^t, and got up himicif. While they were

marching in this manner, a third company began to inlult

the Father. You hcard-heartcd unnatural wietch, fay

they, how can y(»u fuff'er that p )or lad ti)W3vie through the

idirt, while you, like an alderman, ride at your eafe ? The
good natured Miller Hood corre<Sled, and immediately took

his Son up behind him. And now the next man they met
exclaimed with more vehemence and indignation than all

the reft— Was there ever fuch a couple of lazy boobies ! to

overload in fo uncoiifcionable a manner a poor dumb crea-

ture, who is far lefs abie to carry them tnan they are to car-

ry him ! The complying Old Man would have been half

inclined to make the trial, had not experience by this time

ft fficiently convinced him, that their cannot be a more
fruitkfs attempt, than to endeav<^T to pleafe a'l mankind.

FABLE IL
'Ihe Sonerefs,

IGHT and filence had now given repofe to the whole
world, when an old ill natured Sorcerefs, in order

to cXcfCire her inicrnsl arts, crucrfu into a gi^'ornv vvoou,

that ticmbied at her approach. The fcene of her horrid

incantations

N
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incantation?! w.is withhi tis circuinfercnce of a hrg^e circle;

in the centre of which an altar w^s raifcd, wnci*; the hal-

lowed vervain blizcd i.i trian^ijular flames, wnile the mif-

chievous Hau pronounced thf dreadful worcis, which bound

all hell in o'redie.jce to her charms. She blows a raging

peliilence from her lips into the neighbouring fulds ;
the

in -ocent cattle die, to afford a fit facriHce to the iaftrnal

deities. The moon, by powerful fpells drawn down from

Jier orb, enters the wood : le;»ions of fpiriis ftom Pluto's

realms appear before the altar, and d-mand her pleafure.

Tell me, (aid (he, where I fh .11 hnd what I have lo(t, my

f^ivouii c httlc Doij. How I—ciicd they all, enraged—

Impertinent Beldam ! mud the order of nature be invert-

ed, and thu rcpoie of every creaiure dilturbed, for the fa«:e

of thy li tt e D'v^ ^ ..^__————— FAbLt. ill.

The Caweleon»

TWO Travellers happened on their journey to be en-

graved in a warm difpite about the colour of the Ca-

ineleon'.
''

One of them affirmed, it was blue ;
that he nad

fa n it witii his own tyes, upon the naked branch of a

tree, f.edi-ig on .he air, in a very dear day. The otner

firongly atle.tcd it was j?:reen, and that he had viewed it

very clofe'y and minutdy on the brc^ad leaf of a lig-ircc.

Both of jhem were poiitive, and thedifp'ite was nhng to a

quarrel ; but a third pcrlon lucicily comio'? by, thty a:^retd

to refer th^. queftion to i.is declion. Gentleman, (aid tne

arbitrator, with a fmile of great felt-fatibf.iaion, you could

not have been more luckv in your ref.'ri;nce, as I hap; n

tuhave cau}iht one of them la!t ni^hr ; butindetd you are

b )th miihUn, for the creature is totally blacic. Blac^ !

impoirible ! Nay. quoth the umpire, with great airurance,

the matter nnv'io »n be decided, for 1 immediately mclo-

ffd my Cdmeleon in a little paper box, and here it is. ^o

faying, he diew it out of his potket, opened his b.;X, rand

behold it WIS as white as fnow. The p ifKiVf diiputants

looked equally furpriled, and equally cor.tounded : wh.le

the laRatious repiiic;, auuuiiii^ luw u;f ^z* « i— ^ • *?

^ thus

\\\<i



th

MODERN FABLES.
Yc children of

37
us admonifhcJ ihcm : Yc children of men, lea

dencc and njoderitioii in your opinions.' * f is tiiie, v<»«i

ha|)pcn, in the prcieiit inllunce, to ne ali in therigrx, and
have, Only conlidercd ihc iubj'.'ct under ditlt'rcrtt ciiCum-
ftanccs; but pray, fur the futuie, ailow others to riavc tyti-

fight ds well as yourfelvt s j and be candid enouj^h not to

condemn any man toi jud^^iiig of things as \h<'y iij>pcur to

his own V(cw,

^
7be Wof and the Lamh,

AFf.OCK ol Ihecp were feeding in a meado^', wbH-
their Dogs were allcf*p, and thdr Sluj-heid at >\ dil-

tancc playiny; on his pii e ben> ath th? ihadc of a fptcidifig

elm. A youtii» unexnemnCi d ].arnb ohlfrv.ng a hilf-

Itarved VVoli preping ihough the pales of the e.icioiuie,

tntored into conveifation wirh hini. Pray what are you
rvk'Mj for here ? faid the Lamb I am looking, 'replied

the Woll, for foine tender graf ; for n nh^ig, you know,
ivs moie pleafatit th.m tf» fied in a frefh palture, and td

fl .ke one's tnird at a cryftal dream : both Which i perceive
you enjov withm thcfc pal -s in their ut noft j-eif £1; .n.

H.»ppy creature! cotiunue.i he, how much I envy your lot!

who are in tne full pciielfion of the ormon: I dtlire; for
piiiio<o,.hy has lonjr taut-ht me to He fati^'ficd ,vitti a litt'e.

it feein^ then, returned the Lamb thofe who fay y(>.j*re'

d

on rieth, accui.; you faHliy, A/ice a little graf^ v\ill jaiil/

content you. It this he true, let us For the'futurp live '

k .»

biethnn, arul feed together. So faying, therimpk^ Lamb
imprudently crept through the fV-ncc*, a:;d bcca lit a:onvc a
prey ro ou» p.erendeJ ph.h.fop.'.er, ^nJ a (acrifi; e to his own
inexperience and criduUtv,

pHbLh. V.
The Fox ana the BramhU.

A FOX, clofeiy purfued by a p :c k of Doj^s, ^(w {hd .

ter under cue covert jf a Brari^ble. H. njoiced in
inis alyium

; and, for a wh .e, was vt rv hapiv ; *^hi-' fot.n
iwu*iU^ liitu U iiC aUtiijplcU 10 itw , he Vvas Vv'Cu:i:1fc ! hy

r,

%

-.-2i*s*.
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thorns and prickhs on every lide. However, makino; a

virtue of nf^ctUity, he forbore to complain ; and corr)foited

b mfe.f with refiettting, that no blifs is perfect ; that gO',>d

an i evil are mixed, and flow from the fame l-ouatain.

—

Thefe Briars indted^ faidhf, wiH tear my fkin a litrle, yet

they keep off the Dogs, f^or the lake of the good, then

let oie bear the evil wi'h patience; each b'tt^r has its

fwect ; and thefe Htaajbles, though they vc'ouiij my iifh,

prcftrve my lite from danger.^— '^-----'-
FA oLe"vT'

—"^ "

The Faiion ard the Hen,

DIFFERENT circuinftances make the iame aflion

right or wrone, a vi5tu..ora vite.

Of ail the crcatues I ever knev/, faid a Falcon to a

H n, vou are certairdy the n oil ungrateful. What r.^-

if'-ni^e of ii'gratitudr, rep!i' d tne ¥\iu)^ can you juft'V

cliarg;p upon rne ? I'he gresteii, retun.ed ihc F-icr)i)
j in-

graiitude to your higheft bt-n^ factors, Men. Do tnev not

feed you eviry day, and fheiter you every night. Never-

t-iel is, v/hen ihev enc:eavour to court you to them, vou

lii; gratefully forget at! their kindnefs, and .^y from t'-en? as

i vu\ a.i enemy," Now I, who am wild by nature, and no

way obliged \o them ;
yet upon the jealt ot their ca.ehts,

1 hifl'rr inv'-'^lf to be taken, and go, or come, at tlieir com-

nand. A'l this 'S vt-ry truv, replied the Hen, but tnere

nuiy be a f •tfi:ient rei Ion iioth for njy fear, snd your fami-

i::?.r)t.y. 1 believe yuu ;itver (i\%v a tingle Yd ton ro/ifiii,g

at ihc i'ne ; whereas 1 have f^en a hundred IL-ns truiied

for that pu'f ofe,

t^ABt^E ML
Th Travelhri end tne Afo-'^y lag,

A S two M-Mi wee traveliuig en the 1010, ^ ne o' them

f^ efi_ied a Bag of Moujy iy ng on th- gourd, and

pickinii it up, I am \v lucic this mornirg, f^id he, I have

f:u!i),i I Hag o( iV4on^y. Y s. rei. r e.i i e other j though

met! nks \ou fiiouid uVt fay /, but ^^c av: fo|i»nd it : for

wacti twrO il CiiUS Ai V. i.li i! e hi, he, uuz t equal-

I
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]y to fliare in any accidental good fortune that may happen

to aciend tljem. No, r-joined the foffncr, it v.-as i ihat

found it, and I mui\ infill upon keepiig it, H"^ had no

fooner fpoken tne words, than tiKy wtre alarmed wth a

hue and cry after a thitT, who haJ ihat rrtc-rning; taken a

pppfe upon the road. Lord fays tin findtr, this is exucmcly
unfortunaie ; we ihall certainly be feiz.d. (jood Sr,
replied the oth r, bt; pKafed not to fay IV^, but /; as you
would not allow me a ill ire in the prizt, yju have no ri^ht

t> make me a partner in t!ie punifliment,

^ AbLh VilL
7he DiicotL'ented Afs,

IN the depth of winter a poor Afs piay.*d heart ly for the

fpring, that ne might exchange a cold Iodising, an i a

h artiefs tru(s of Itraw, for a li.tle warm weather, and a

mouthful oi frcfh grafs. la a lhi>rt time, according to his

w:ih, the warm weather and the freih grafs carne on : hut

brougj;it with them (o much toil and bufinefs, that he was
foon as weary of the fpring as before of trie wiiiteri and
he now became impatient for the approach of iummer—
Summer arrives : but the heat, the narveft-work, and other

drudgeries and inconveniencies of the feafon, fee him us

far from happintfs as bch;re ; which he now flattered hini-

feif w<^uid be found in ihc plenty of autumn. But here coo

he IS ddappoiiued ; for what with the carrying of applet,

loots, fuel ior the winter, and other oov iivms, he was in

aMtumn more futigued than ever. IL.ving thus trod round
the circle of the ytar, in a courft. ot nflUis labour, unea-

ftnefs, an i difappomtmcnt, and found no fealon, nor iii-

tion o\ iite, wp.hout its bulinefs and its trouble, he was
forced at lalt to aequ»efce in the comfoftlefs feafon of win-
ter, whue his complaint began : convinced uiat m this

wgrld every htuatton has its inconvenience.

FA B^-£ I^"l I

^

7'iie 'i cm Spriigs.

rf^WO Springs, whici) lO'ued from the fame mountain,

Hir courfe tcgcther ; un« of them took herJL begai

wa^
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wav -n a fi!ent and grntle ftrc^jm, while the other ruflied

alr.nc; with a founding and rap d current. Sifter, faid he

latter, yt the rate you move, you will probably be dried up

V-c^crf you advance much farther : wl ereas, for myfelf, I

rvi!) ven ure a wa-zer, that within two or three hundred fur-

longs 1 (hall berome navigab'c, and after diftributing com-

n eice and wealth wherever I flow, I (h.iU majtftically p'o-

ceed to psy my tribute to the ocean : fo farewell, dear

iiiter, ar^d patiently fubmit to your fate. Her fifter made

I'o re hlv J
bnt Cah^ily defcending to the meadows belovv^,

incrcaled her ftream by numbeilefs little nils, which fhe

col'eaed in her progrefs, till at length (lie was enabled to

rife into a coiifidcrable river : whilft the proud btreann,

who had the vanity to depend fi»leiy upon her own fuffici-

fHcy, continued a fhallow brook, and was glad at laft to

be 'helped forward, by throwing heifelf into the aims of

) er d, frifed fifter.

FABLE X.
7'be Rose and the Butterfly,

A FINE powdered Butterfly fell in love with a beauti-

ful Rofe. who expanded her charms in a neighbour-

ing parterre. Matters were foon adjufted between them»

ind thf y mutually vowed eternal fidelity. The Butterfly

irrft^aiy fati.^fied with the fuccefs of his amour, toik a

tender leave of his miftrefs and did not return again till

m)on. What ! laid the Rofe, when (he faw him approach-

in<r, is the ardent paffion you vowed fo foon extmguilhed ?

It 'is an asre fmce you paid me a vifit. But no wonder :

^^^' { obferved you courting by turns ev ry flow:r m the

uard n. You Iftle coquette', replied the Buiteifly, it well

b -comes y u t uiy, to reproach me with my galiantrie'? ;

when in taci I only copy the example which you yourle f

bwiet mc. For, not to mention the fatistadion with

^vhich you admitted the kiifes of the frag^a^-t Zephyr, did

1 noffee you dilphying your charms to the B:^N the Hy the

Wafp, and, in fhort, encouraging and rtcciving the ad .

c'aviic. of every buzzing iniedt that flutte.ed wunin your

view r
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view ? If you will be a coquette, y u muflexpea to find

me incoaftant.
__^

>

FABLE XI.

Th tortoise and the Two Duds,

VANITY and idle curiofity are qualities which ge-

nefally prove deftrudive to taofe who futfer ihem-

fcives to be governed by them.

A fortoae, weary of pafTing her days in the fame ob-

fcure corner, conceived a we*nde»ful inclination to vifit

fofeia;n countries. Two Ducks, whom the fimple Tor-

toife acquainted with her intention, undertook to oblige

her, upon the occafion. Accordingly they told her, that

if /he would fallen her mourh to the middie of a pole, they

would take the two ends, and tranfport her whitheifoever

Ihe chofe to be conveyed. The Tortoife approved of the

expedient; and every thing being prepared,, the Ducks

bc<;an their flight with her. They had not travelled far

in'the air, when they were met by a Crow, who enquir-

ing what they were bearing along, they replied, the queen

of the Tortoifes. The Tortoife, vain of the new and

unmerited appellation, was going to confirm the title,

when opening her mouth for that purpofe, Viie let go her ^

hold, and was dafhed to pieces by her faM.

FABLE XII.

7he Cat- and the Old Rat,

A CERTAIN Cac had madefuch unmerciful havock

among the vermin of her neighbournooJ, that not

a hn^ieRator Mo«»(e dared venture to appear abroad.

Pufs was foon convinced, that if atlairs remained in their

preftnt fi(uation, Ihe mull- be totally unfupplied with pro-

vifion. After mature delberatton, therefore, (lie refo'ved

to have recoufe to ftrafagem. For tlis pdrpoi's ^e fuf-

pended herfelf from a hnok with her hfu! downwards, prc-

ttindingto be dead. The Rais and Mice ubfervtng her,

as they peeped from thur holes, in this dahgli:i:>; attitude,

concluded (lie was hanged for fv-«me mifdemeanour ; and

wiih '^^eat joy itaLnediatcly falhed forth in quelt of their

Hi,

If
,
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prey. Pufs, as foon as a fufficient number were coUeiSted

together, quitting' her hold, dropped into the midft of

them ; and very few had the fortune to maice good their

retreat. '1 his artifice having fucceeded fo well, Ihe was

encouiaged to try the event of a fecond. Accordingly (he

whitened her coat ali over, by rolling herfelf in a heap of

flour, and in this difguile lay concealed in the botto n of a

meal'tub. This ftratajiera was executed in general -with

the fame efFea as the former. But an old experienced Rat,

altogether as cunning as his adverfary, was not fo eafiiy

enfnared. I don't much like, faid he, that white heap

yonder; iomething whifpers me there is mifchief concealed

under it. 'Tis true, it may be meal; but it may likewife

be fomething that I ftiall not relilh quire fo well. There

can be lio harm, at leaft, in keeping at a proper diftance :

for caution, I am iurr, is the parent of fectir'ty. __
~~"

"T'ABlTE XI 11.

The Country Maid and her Milk-faiL

WHEN men fuffcr their imagination to amufe them

witn the profuea c-f dilta-.t and uncertam impro-

vements of their coniii'tion ; they tiequently fuliam real

loiles, by their inHtt-u'tiOn to thofe affairs in which they

were immediately concerned.

A Country Maid was wa king very deliberately with a

Pail of Ml k upon ner head, when ihe fell .nt':> tne
^^'\f^^''

ing train of retiedions: The Money for whic.i lihall lell

this Milk, will enable me to increale my flock ol eggs to;^

three hundred, Th (e eg^s, a'lovving ior what may pro^e

a.yie, and what .nay be deltroyed by vermin, w. 11

^''f'''^ ,

at le-ift two hundred and tifty chickens. T he chickens

will be fit to carry to market abou. Ciiriitmns.. when poul-

trv al-v.av^ bears a good pric ; fo tha: by May-diy I cannot

fail oi havinsr m )n^y enough to purchale a new gpwn.

Green--:ci mecoaiUer- -yes, green becomes iny ^^'^^P'^^^"

iou beit, a.v^Vee^ it (hall be, In .fhis drefs I .'xA go to
^

t]..f,.r where'anth • .oun:r.felU)W. will Itnv^ to h^ive me

f<.,rapa.tnt^r: but lihii pc-raaps refuse evo.y one of tht.ns
,

aud wich an aif <A dild^in to{^ hum thwin.— i
lanip'^^a

w*tn.
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with this triumphant tnouzht, Ihe could not forbear a^'ng

with her nead what thus pAi^d m her imagination, uhea

down came the Fail of Milk, 2;nd With it all her miaj^inary

happjnefs. . .

h' it

FABLE XIV.

The Carmorant and the Fijhes,

IT is very imprudent to truft an enemy, or even a

Hranger, fo far a's to'put one's teif in his powe'r.

A Cormorant, whole eyes were oecome fo dim by age,

that he could not diTcern his prey at che botiom of the wa-

ters, bethought himlelf of a itratagcm to (upply his war>t?.

Hark vou, friend, faid he to a Gadgeon,whotn he (.brcrvtd

fvvimming n^ar the furface of a cana!, if you have any •'«-

garJ for °yourfeJf, or your brethren, ^o this moment, ai.d"

acquaint them from n»e, that the owner of this piece of

j
water is determined to drag it a week hence. The Gud-

geon immediately iwam awa^j and made his report of lhi3

terrible news to a general affembly of the fiih.^s who un^-

nimoufly agreed to fend nini back as their annbiiiiado. to

the Cormorant. The purport of his commiirion was to

return him their thanks for the intt lligcnce; and to aid

their intreaiics, that as he h.^d been fo j^
oJ as ro '\nl^m

them of their danger, he wouid i)e gracmuily' pi' ajed ro

put thtm'into a metliod of cica|.ing it. Ihat i w 11 inoft

rea if Us returned the artful Cora.oran^, and uinli: you wiill

niv belt ferviC! s into the barga'P. You have only to coi-

led vouife'vts together at the top of tht water, and i wiil

ujid' rtaketo trarffporiyou one r.y one ro my own -elidtnce,

by the fide of a foliia y pcol, lo.whicn no creaci.e bnt

niyfcif ever KHind the wav. T h ' project vi^as perfe^tiv ap •,

pro. d by tht uhw^iry tiibe:, and \vth great ex..editioii

pt/r; rmed by liie decciiriii C'-rnivx aat; wlio hav.'iL. y- > J

them in a ihdUow water, the bottom or which his ey s

C'.)U»ci eauiy ciicem, thy were all deoured byium m uic^r

tunisj Ai^ his liungCi or luxury req iu wu.

FABLE X

L^il

!' t|
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FABLE XV.

The Athetj} and the Jconi,

IT was the fool who laid in his htart, there Is no God

:

into Hie breafl of a wife man fuch a thought could never

hrtve t ptejed. One ot ihoie refined reafoaers, commonly
Called Minute Pnilofophers, wa^ luting at his tafe bf neatrt

the fliade of a large oak, while at his fide the weak branches

*jf a piimpion trailed upon »he ground. This threw ouf

great logician into his t>ld track of rcafoning againft Provi-

cence. Is it coiiUltant with commo;i fe. "' faid he, that

inhnite wiT oit» would create a large and : j tree, with

branches of prodigious ftrength, only to bear io fmaU ani

inJigniBcani a fruit as an Acorn ? Or thatfo weak a ilem

as tnat or a pumpion, (hould be loaded with fo difpropor-

tioned a weight ? A child may fee the abfurduy of it. la

the niidli of lins curicus fpeculat on, down dropt an Acorn
fiom one of the highefl brant hes of the oak, full upon his

ijead. How fn)all a triH e may over tuin tiic fyftems c f

migi.ty phi.ofopliers ! Struck with the accident, he could

not help ctying out : [low provideniial it is tiiat this was
iiOL a i^urnpion I

inHn*^^«*««n>**'^-«Mnn

FABLE XVL
The Lynx and the Mok^

UNDER the covert of a thick wood, at the foot of a

tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his teeth, and waitmir

for his prey, he efpied a Mole, half buried under a hillock

of her own raifing. Alas, poor creature, fiid the Lynx,
how much i pity thee ! vSurely Jupiter has been very un-

kind, to debar thee fri»m the light of the day, which rejoi-

ces the whole creation. Tnou at certainly not above

half alive : and it would he doinir thee a fervce to put an

end tofo unanimated a being. J thank you for your kind-

r.efs, replied ihe Mole, but! think I have full as much vi-

v^icity as my Itate and circumiiances require. For toe reft,

I am perfectly well contented widi the faculties which Ju-
nitfT iii*« alnftPci mf>. \Arhr» \ am i'ltri^ TA/Qnrc nnt oiir direAinn

n diltnbuting i.ii giUs with propriety. I have not, 'tii

ti ue.
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truf. vour piercing eyes; but I have ears which anfwer all

my ^urpofes full as well. Hark! for examp.e, am warned

by a noife which I hear beh,nd you, to fly from danger.

So f^yin-, he llunlc into the eattb ;
while a jj-vehn fro,..

thVarm of a hunter pierced the quiclc-fiahted Lynx to the

heart. . --, ———FABLE XVII.

The Spider and the Silkworm.

HOW vainly we prom:fe ourfelvts, that our flimzy

nroduaions will be rewarded with iramottal honour!

A Sp.der, buficd in fprcadinghis web hom one fide of a

rootr. to the other, was afked by an induftr.ous Silkworm,

to what end he fpent fb much time and labour ... -nabng

fuch a number of lines and circles? The fp.der angr.ly

replied. Do not difturb me, thou ignorant th.ng : 1 tranl-

mit my ingenuity to p-ft.rity, and fame .s the objcdt ot

my w.fhes' Juil as hrh-d fp"k-, a chamb.r-ma, , com-

ingir,tothe roo,T. to fe.d her f''^^"""' '*'*'

^'^^^,„\''^f

'

at his work, and with one ilroke of h,s b'oo^ fw.Pt him

away, and dettroyed at once his labours, and h.s hopes ot

FABLE XVm.
The Bee ar.d the Fly.

A BEE obfer.ing a Fly fnfking about her hive, alked

hm, in a very paffionate ton^ what he did there ? U

i, fo. fuch coundreis as you, fa.d fh-, to intrude i.uo the

company of the queens of the air ? \ou h.,ve gre^t reafon,'

rl, '^.lied the Fly, to be ou, of humcu. .- 1 a.n fure they

malt be mad who would have any concern with fo quarrel-

^,me a nation- And why fo, thou faucy malapert? retur-

ned the enrag.d B=e : we ha-.e the beft a«s and are go-

verned by thVbeft policy h, the world. We feed upon the

molt fraurant f.0A-.rs, and all our bufinels .s to ma<e ho-

^ey : honey when equals neaar, thou taftlef* wrerch, wno

liveit upon n -thing but putrifaaion and excrement. We

ve as we can, rejoined 'i- /'V = P^^^Vhetonevvou
but nalCon is one, I am fure. The hone yyou

11

m

-i

r>r t m?"
maiwe



^
/h.'

If
''

\%

%

J)

I

t' i II

IM

!l

li

46 MODERN FABLF.S.

make is fweet, T grant y(m ; but your heart 13 all bitternefs:

for to be revenged on an < iier»)y, you will dei^roy your

own life ; and arc (o inconfiderate in yo'jr rage, as to do

moie milchief toyourrdvci than toyour adverfaiy. 'I aks

Hi/ word for it,oiie had better have lefs conhderabic talenit,

and ufe thi?m with more dilcretion.

FABLE~lflX.
GiW/M-f, Virtue^ and Reputation,

GENIUS, Virtue and Rcpucation , three intimate

triends, agreed to travel over tbe iOand of Great
.

Bnuin, to fte whatever might be woiihy of obfervation.

Eut as fonie misfortune, faid they, may happen to fcparate

us, let us confider, before we fee out, by what means we

may find each other again. Should it be my ill fate, (a 1
a

Gcniui, to be fevered from you, my afTociatts, wnich

heave*!! forbid ! you may find me kneeling [n,devotion be-

fore the tomb o'f Shakefpeari or rapt in, fome .gfb.ve where

Milton talked with angels; or muiing in tt^e^grotto wriere

Pope caught inipiration. Virtue with a fif^h, ackiiow.td- ,

gedthath.r friends wee not very numerous but were 1

to lyfe you, ih^ cried, with whom I am at prefent fohappw

ly united, lihouldchoofe to.t;;kf: fanctuary in the temples

of rJcgion, in the palaces of royalty, or m the ftatdy domes

of minifters of flate : but as it may be my \\\ fortune to be

there denied admittance, enquire for 0>me cpttage wnere -

Contentment has a bower, and. there you will certaimy

find me. Ah ! sny dear companions, faid Keputcition very

earneftiy, you, I percvive, when miffi-ig, may poffiby be

recovered; but take care, I intreat you, aUays to keep

fight of me, for if I am once loit, I am n.ver to be retrie-

ved

.

-

FAHLE XX.
The Court of Death,

T^ATH,thekingofterrorswas determined to cboore

a prime mmidtr; and hii pale courtiers, th-^ gha ^lyD
1 1 I 11 f D iff a»(*fi. were a

>re
1

II lummoned to attt^nd ; when each

ferred^mVclaun to ihe honour of this iliuilrious othc^

revet '
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Fevpr urged thv numbtis he cleiiroy«»<i cold Palfy fct forth

hiii p etenlJons, by fhalcing all hi* jimhs j and Dror.fy, by
his f'Aclleci uowicildy carcal't*. Gtuit hobblcii up^ aii./alied-

gcd his great jouer in racking every joir.t; ai»d Ai^h.r.a's

iiiabiiify v-. fpeaiC, was a itrong. thvxjgh filent, ;<igutn( n^ m
favour ot his claim. Stone and Colic pkade ! their v okncv.:
Plag le, hiS rapid progrefs in deliructioni and Coi fump-
ti'jn, though fljvv, indfttd that he was fure. In the niuilt

of tins contention, rhe court w;is dii+urbed wfth the noife

of niulic, dancing, fe.\lling a d revelry j when imint dijte-

]y entered a iady, with a bold iafciviouj< air, and a fluUied

and jovjal countenance; (lie whs at^nded on one hand by
a truop of cooics and bactha ^alsj and on the other, by a
train of wanton youths and dimkls, who danced hair na-
ked to the fofteH; mi;fic-l inllriimenta : htr nanie was
jNT£r>iPERANCE. She waved her hand, and thus yddrefld
the croud of Difeafes : C^ive wavj ye licltly band of preten-

ders, tior dare to vie with my iup' nor nitiits in thefervice

of th s great Monarch, Am not I jour p^-rent? the author

of your beings? Do ye not devive your power of fh;.rte-

nirg huivan life aimoft wholly from m* ? Who then fo

fit a^ mvfelFfor this important offi:r:? The grifly Mon^irch
grin led a fmile of appiobation, placed her at his right

hand, and (lie immediateiy became his prime favouiite,

and princitdi mwuiier.

Fable xxi.
ImlufTry and Sloilu

OV/ mriny 1 vein the world as ufeiefs ?s if they htal

_^ ntverbeen born! thev pafs through life lik<- a bird

t Oi gh the air, and leave no trjck bchuultriefn; watte the

p"(Tje of their days in deli'rraving wh.t they thai! du; and
br)n-,theni toa period Withoui coming to anv d lermiration.

An indol^Jiu young man being »ikcd why he lay in ocd
fo long, jccofe'y and carelelsly anfw re(,

—

Evciy morniii'J^

cr n y lift; I am heaiing caufes. I have two fidC giris,

their names are Induftry and Slorh, cJofe at my bedfide,

as iooa as e,a 1 «.wiik.j p eiling the^r different fuirs. One
intrtats

W^

*»'
il

I
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intrcats me to g« "P'/^'
"^^ „^e var.-^us reafons why I

and .hen they ''=""•";'". ^^j not T'-i' 'l"*'"" "' ^^

ftould r,lV,and why ',"^;"^."° ;. w,.k. tohear all tl»t

A N Ek having accid.n.anyg«r.d>^L:;^^,;^_,^j,^

A. ra,ch v.a. fo

^''-'X^;;'''
"'p.in o.fde..h,.o depart

,„n.n.andi,-e "' horned beat
^^^^^^ ^, ^^^^ ^,,

bis Jomin^ons. A Hare, oh trv ni^
,„earancc ; ai>d

t':sn,uchala.,..datt.c,r
o,.g..d o^.^

^^^^^ ,,^^

running to o.,e of
^'^'^'l^^^J.'l'"' (., f^'oM I hap,v",

«as R-foUed to 0."" *

't'"'". ^ V.ve olfrncc to a.y I"-

f.ia (he, however '"'d^'

f' ,
^^e*^ to come with.n .he

periors, n^y fars may K- c >.
>*.

„^,„nf,ons i
and

alccd, h"vv it was P'
n'"'',.7'\'h „ ,n oUtirh, r.phcJ the

nor,, r H.d 1 .0 "•<"':,

^;/':;;i,,, he hands of an ...fornr.cr-.

Hare, I w. u!d o..t '-«;';'^^^ ", „„,„.. of ht.le t„rce,

^.-ninft tW. loaic of pow.^n.1 m-
^ __.— "^Tble xxiu.

/•^ hi? too great ztal, as me wot

his malice.
. , • „ j„np a food ' ffi-e to a Be?!',

A certain Herm'.t ha^-ng d<H^^ .
^Uigauon, .iut

the grateful crea.uve wa, fo -"^'jj -^ , ,„a -,o,v,pa,„o„

he UgS^ed to be -i ;«-,»- %C,,v accep.cd ,v. offer,

of Uis iolitude. I he H r,^
._ ^^e.e they palled tr.t.r t.^^e

and c ndutudh,.^ to n;s ce ,«he
-^ |,^, j^y, the

,og-the, in au a.v,.cabie <'»";'• jV ,,,, 'officious Bear

Herm.t having la'd ^^^"^^2^^.,. fron> h.s Pa-

tron's iacc.'Bat in ipite uf all nis care,
perpet u all



ft 11:

why I

nif (o

11 tliiit

gs aiC

.
depart

er ears,

:e •, ai»*A

hat intJ

b»app<'fS

my lu.

thin the

fchicf by

ic tied by

a B??<v,

II ion, tiut

oiTipatiioj)

1 h's» offer,

ttitir time

)t day, the

cious Bear

3m his Fa-
• {he Flits

petually.

MODERN FABLES. 4f

perpetually returned (o th^ attick, an i «t la(} fettled upon

the IKv unit's iiule. Now i ih I have you in ift ccrtu^iy,

iatJ thj Bear j and wiu» tne belt inteiitions nnaginHSIe,

gave- hii* t Violent blow on the fnce , whi very cffeiitu-

aiiy in^l'.ed demoi (hed th.- Fiy, but at rhc fame time moll

mnhiy OMiifei ti\i'. face of iii!> Benefa '.')r. ^
'

FABLE XXTV.
TA^ Paffenger and the Pilots

IT had blown a vio cnt itorm at fea, and the whole crcv

of a Urge veilel w( re in imminent danger of (hipwreck.

After the rol mg of the waves was fomewhat abated, a

c.rtain Pad'enger, who had never been at lea before, ob-

fervmg the Piiot to have appeared wholly unconcerned

even in their greateft danger, h^d the curiofi:y to alk mm
Wiiat death h>s father died. What death ! faid the Pilot,

why he penlhed at ft-a, as my grandfather did before him.

And are you not arraid of truftmg yourfelf to an element

that has proved thus faial to your family ? Afraid ! by nci

means j why we muft all die : is not your father dead I

Yes, but he died in his bed. And whv then are you not

afraid of trufting ycurfclf to your bed ? Becaufe 1 am there

perfectly fecure. It may be fo, replied the Pilot ; but if

the hand of Providence is equally extended over all places,

there is no more reafon for me to be afraid of going to

fea, than for you to be afraid of going to bed.

_
FABLE XXV.

The Ptirtial Judgi,

A FARMER came to a neighbouring Lawyer, expref-

fins great concern for an accident which he faid had

juif happened. One of your Oxen, continued he, has

been gored by an unlucky Bull of mine, and I fliould be

glad to know how I arn to make you reparation. Thou

acta very honeft fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt not

think it unteafonable that I exped one of thy Oxen in

return. It is no more than juftice, quotn the F-irmer, to

be fure ? but what did I fay ?—I miftake— It is your Bull

(hAt has killed one of my Oxen, Indeed ! fays the Lawyer,

PS -A

\

':
f.

iii



I ' i!

,0 MODERN FABLES,

that alters the cafe : I muft enquire into thr afuiri and

if—And '/' laiJ the Fanncr-the bulmels I hnd wou d

have bern concluded wittumtan //, hud you been as .c4dy

to do judice to others as to exact ii fioin lh>-m.—^-^ nurcbrirxvt
]

I'he Fox that hud lojl hit Tail.

A FOX having bc.n unwarily caught in a trap, with

much ftrusgling »nd diiluulty at length dnengagcd

hm,.e,rnot hovfever without being .U.ged to leave h.,

t "l bch nd Kim. The joy he felt at h.s elcape, was (ome-

what aoated when he began to confidet the P"^-e he had

paid for it •, and he was a good doal .n.rt.hed by .efle.t n^;

Z the ridiculous figure he Ihould make among n.s breth-

xen, without a u,l. In the aguat.on of ".s th ,u^ht>

vp" n thi. occafion, an expedient occurred to hi- *h cH

he refolved to try, in order to re.nove <h,s d.fpractful Im-

tuS. WJ this vew he allembled h,S tl.be together

f,Tll< o:th M. a moft elaborate foeerh how much he .ad

J heart whatever tended to the pubhc weal: he had ofun

thought, he faid, .m the ieng-h and bufh,r,ds of the.r Fa..;

was venly perfuaded mat th.y we,e much more burthcn-

rnetban ornan,ental,and rendered them bcluies an eaf.er

p "y to their enemies. He earneUiy recommended .t to

them therefore, to difcharge tnemfelves of lo ufelels and

dangerous an .ncumbrance. My good fr.end, repl.ed aa

old lox, who had lirteneJ very attentively to h.s harar.suc,

Zt are much obliged to you, no dot,bt, for the conce:„

vou exptefs upon our account: but pray turn about before

rcoTpanv,'for I cannnot for my life help lulpea.ng

that you would not be quite fo lohc.tous to eafe us ol our

tails, if you had not unluckily loil yo"rown.

^ FABLE XXVII.
The Nobleman and his Son.

fk CERTAIN Nobieman, much infedted by fuperfti-

A t on, dreamed one night that his only Son, a youth

^ -»- ^. _„- „i. „..« ..,.c throvA/n from his horie as
fiffpen vears ot as^e, was

hrwa'r hunting, 'a»'l '^^^^'^ "i*" ''"= '*'"'•
"^r

'
j'''''

dieaia
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drram madr (o Hmng an imprtJIion upon the weak and

credulous father, th.^t he formed a rcfolu;ion never moie

to lufFer his Son to partake (.f this his favourite diverfion.

.
The next moinmg that thtf hounds went out, thf^ young

I man rcqueiU'd pemnifTjon to follow them ,* hut inlhad of

» recfiving it, as ufual, his fithri acquainted him w!th liis

dream, and pcrcniptonly enjouud him to torbear th'.^ ij,;i>rt,

'J'he youth, greatly mortihed at this urttxpetlted rclula',

Kft ihv: rouii) much difconcertcd, and it was with fome

dilnruiiy that he retrained hii paflion from indecently

brciNing out in hii, fainci's preknce. Hut upon liis return

to his own apartmcnr, paHinji; through a ^',allery of pi6tur?s,

in i^hich was a piece rtprtienting a company of gvpficii

tilling a country gu I ht r fortune

—

'lis owing, (atd he,

to a ridiculous fiiperftjtion of the lame kind with that of

this iimpit wench, that i am deharred fiom one of th prm-

Cipal pleafufts of my life : at the fame time, with great

emotion, he (truck his hand agamft the canvas, wheii a

ru;ty old nail behind the piduic ran far into his wnlt.—
1 he pain anu anguiih of the wouwd threw the youth into a

violtm fever, which proved too powerful for the [kill of

the phyficiapjf, anti in a tew da) s put an end to his life. lU

luitra'ing an obfervat on, that an over-cautious aUfiition

to avuid evils, often brings them upon us ; and that wc are

fitq.itfi-ly thrown headlong into rnibfor tunes by the very

means v/e M)a;<.e ufe of to avoi^i them.

VM<4H

FABLE XXV I IL

Jnfifer and the Herdjman.

AHFRDFMAN rrijied a )Spjjr.g Heifer out of his

grounds, and afier having dilTgenrJy lought for it n

vain, when he could by no other riKans guin ii^tclhger.t e

of it, betook himleUat lait to hi^ prayer*. Great Jupiter,

iaid he, iiiew me but the villain who has d..»ne me this

injury, and I will give thee in facrsfice the hntft K»u fr^m

my fi'»ck. He had nofooner uttered his petition, thari turn-

in'^ ihe corner of a wood, he was (truck with the light of

a ijioiiftrowi Lion, preving oft the care ale of ms Heifer.—

Ticiiiblin^

m

' ti

ral

'-tt^-



i. Î
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Trembling and pale, O Jup.t-T, cried he, I offered thee a

Kid if thou wt)uldft grant my petition j 1 now otter thee

a Bull, if thou wilt deliver me from ihe conlequence of it;

FAriLE XXIX.
Ihe Eagle and the OwL '

AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a league ot

mutual amity, one of the articles of their treaty was,

it^ai the former fhould not prey upon the younglings of the

latter. But tell me, (aid the Owl, ihould you know my

litt'eorec, if you were to (ee them ; Indet-d I fhould noty

replied the Eagle ; but if you defcribt them to me, it wil

te fnfticenr. You are toobferve then, returned the Uwl,

in the firrt place, that the charming creatures »re perfedtljr

well, ih.ped i
in the next, that there ts a remarkable jweet-

ne!s and vivacity in their countenances ; and then there iS

frmerhine in the.r voices fo ptculiarly melodious.— «
i|

enough, interrupted the Ha-le ; by thefe marks I cannot fail

of c/m.nguifii ng them ; and you may depend upon the.f

never receiving any injuiy from me. It happened not long

afterwards, as the Eagle was upon the wing in q^^it ot h.s

nrev, that he difcovered, amidft the rums of an old caltle,

a n;ft of grim f.ced ugly birds with gloomy countenan-

ces, and a voice hke that of the Funes. 1 hefe undout>w

edlv, (aid he, cannot be the offsprng ot my friend, and lo I

Ihall venture to make free with th m. He had (carce finifh-

cd hi. repaft and d.pa.ted, when the Owl returned, who

iindins nothing; ot her biood re ma ning but fome fragments

of tl.e mangled carcafes, broke o t into the moil bitter ex-

ckmations agamf^ the cruel and ptrhuious author ot her

caiamnv. A .ei^hhounng Bat, who over-heard her lamen-

laiiuns' and had been w.tntfs to what ha.l paikd between

ber.nd the Eagle, very gravely to»d her, that ^le had no.

bodv to blame for th.s misforture but hcrlelf ;
wnofe blind

•

prejudices in farour of her children had prompted her r^

ive fuch a defiiiption of ihem, as did not reiemoic liicii*

-in aiiy one (ingle feature or

\*i.i^ii\.^ Ihould very care

quality.

fully guard againft that weak

partirility
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partiality towardj^ their children, which rendert them

blind to their failings and imperfcdions : as nodifpofitiorf

rs more likely to prove prejudicial to their future welfare*

""
FABLE XXX.

""^

The Plague among: the Bea/fs^.

A MORTAL diftcmper once raged.a^nong ihe Bcafts

and fwept away prodigious number*.. After iiy had'

continued fome time without abatement,, it was concjuded

in an alFembly of the brute creation, to be a judgment in-

flicted upon them for their fins; and a day was appointed

for a general confeffion y when it was agreed, that he who*

appeared to be the greateft finner, flSuUid fuffVr death as an

atonement for the reft-.. Tne Fox was appointed Father

ConfefJor upon the cccafion ; and the Lion, with, great

generofity, condefcended to he the firft in making public

confeffion. For my part, faid he, I mult own I have been:

an enormous off ndcr > 1 have killed many innoceHi ftieep*

in nvy time, nay once,, but it was a caic of neceifity, I

made a meal of the Shepherds The Fox, with much gra-

vity, acknowledged that thefe in any other than the King-

would have been inexpiable crimes ; but that his majolty

had certainly a right to a few filly Sheep^ nay,, and' to the

.Shepherd too, in a cafe oFnecelTity. The judgment oFthe

Fox was applauded by all the fuperior favages \ and the-

Tyger, the Leopardvthe Bear and the Wolf, made eon-

feilion of many enormities of the like fanguinary nature ;,

which were all palliated or excufcd with the lame lenity and

mercy, and their crimes accounted fc venial, as fcarce tode-

ferve the name of offences. Atlaft,apoor penitent Al*;, with;

great coiitriiion,. acknowledged, that once going through^

the Parfon's meadow, being very hungry, and tempted by

the fweetnefs of the grafs, he had cropt a little of it, not;

more however in quantity than the tip of his tongue : he-

wa> very forry tor the miidcmeanour,^ and hoped—Hope!'

exclaimed the Fox with lingular zeal,, what canft. thoui

hone for, after the eommiilion of fo heinous a crime ?—
>^^'ha.t,, Ckit the Failon'9 giafa I O taciiiege ! This, thi&i3>

the
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the fia-riint wickedaefs, my brethren, which has drawirthe

wratnlf heaven upon our heads; and this '^e notorious of-

fender, whoie death mutt raake atonement for aU our t anl-

greffio'ns. So faying, he • Oered his entraUs for 'acnfoe,

and the reft of the B^iU v/ent to dinner upon hucarcate.

" " ""^"F aBLE XXXI.
v'i IhrCat, the Cock and tU Young Moust.

J*;. YOUNG Moufe,, who had fcen very little of the

M. world, came lunouig one day to h,» mother m great

£^~0,mother, faid he. 1 am fnghted almoft to death !

I have feen tht mod extraordinary creature that ever was.

He has a fierce, an^ry look, and llruts about upon two eg.:

a ttrange p.tce .f fl.fh j-iow. on h.s head, and another un-

der h,s ilToat, as red a. blood : he fjapped his arms agamft

Ws tides, as .V he intended to raife .t into the a,r; and

ftretckinguut his;head, he opened a ftiarp-,<o,med mouth

fo wide tnacl thought he was prtpacng to fwallow me up;

then he roared at ...e fo horribly, tl>at
'/""if ;S

joint, and wa.«l.d to run hon.e as {alt as I could It 1 had

i,pt been fn^htencd away by th,. ternble ";"'>»;;' ^^^^^
iuft "omz to commence an acquaintance w.th tne predict

™re you ever law. She h.d a foft furr ikm, tnick.r

Tan ourJ, and all beautifully ftrea.ed wul. black and grey;

VUh a ra.o;c(i look, and a demeanour (o humble ^""^ ^' ";-

teou., that meth..ught 1 could have fallen in ''"'^"h her

Th-n fhe had a fine io,.g tail, which fl.e waved about (o

pr Vtily and looked fo earn..lly at m., that 1 do believe

?hrwa1'iuft uoing tolpeak to me, when "- ^-"^--;
fler friglneiwd me away. Ah, '"V J'^' ^'"^'

',7, f'
mothe, vou nave efcaped bei'K devoured, but not by that

"; ntU; Voi. wa. fo much afraid of: which, in tru^s was

only a Bird, and w.o,.!d have done you no .,ian;,e. "f ";' »•

wLre.s tl e fweet cre.tce, of waom yon feem ,0 .<,i..

,

wa no other than a Ct ; who, under .hat nv,,.c...KB

Touutenance, co.cca,. ihe nuU '"^.tcraie „.tred to 1, ou

ra«, and Oib I'.H entirely .y '^^^"-'':}^'^'''\.t^,tol
tbiS-incio<;ntv ,iir IV. !Je. neve:' vvn'H^' yt^

QUty^^iij^ A\jp^^tiinc^^i
I-;Ai3Lii. XAXii »

»

T
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FABLE XXXIL
The Farmer and his Do^,

A FARMER who nad jult ftepped into the field to

mend a gap in one of his fences, toimd at his return

the cradle, where he had left his only Child ailecp, turned

upfide down, the clothes all torn and bloody, and his dog
.

lying near it belmeared alio with blood. Innmediatcly con-

ceiving that the creature had deftroyed his Ch;id, he in-

ilantiy dcjfhed out his brains with the hatchet in his hand :

vhen' turning up the cradle, he found his Child unhurt,

and an enormous Serpent lying dead on the flot.r, kuled

by that faithful Yy^g, whofe courage and fidelity in preitr-

ving- the life of his Son dc-ferved another kind of reward,

.

ly > Thefe affecting circumltances afi-V>rcied him a Rnking lei-

fon, how dangerous it is too haltily to give way to the.

blind impulfe of a fudden palTion.

FaBLK XXXiii.
7he Gnat and the Bee,,

AGNAT, halfrtarved witH co^d, , and. pinched with

hunger, came early one morninj^ to a Bee-nivc,

bfgged the relief of charity, , and oliererf'to teach muiic ia -

the familyV on the humble terms c4 diet aiid lodging. The

Bee received her petitioner with a co'd civility^ atid dehred *

to be cxculed. i bring up all my children^' laid Ihe, to my

own ufeful trade, that they may be able when they grow Ajp

to get an honeff livelihood by their induftry. BciKJcSs hrnv

do you think I could be fo imprudent as to teach them an

an, .which i fee has reduced as protelior to indigence and

^_eggf^i

IAM± XXX iV.

7 lie Oud ana ttn- E:i:U'^'

AN OvvlTat blinking. Ill the truuK-'of an hoilow tree,,

aiK; arrcnuned; the briv^htih.-fs ul inc Sun. What iS

thcvuTei)! !l,^ D. amv%s i'^id liie, but to dazzle one% eyes (o >

that unf va^iiiMt kc a Mouie? For my part, I am, at alcjfcs

to (••v'l'^civr u')f': Wfi.'t pvi^^p )ie lo gimny, an uojeLt was.-:

'*^k\

k-.' J

Hi

1

eciu .!/ be n.

''I
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O foot! replied an Ea/le, perched on a branch of the fame'

tree^ to rail at excellence, wbith thou can'ft not tafte;

orant that the fault is not in the Sun, but in thyfelf.

't s true, have not facilities toun Jerltand, nor powersAll,

to er.joy the bentrfit of it : bui: mult the buiinefs and the

pl^afures of the world be obilruded, that an Owl may
catch Mice ? _"

FABLE XXXV.
*

The fick Lioriy the Fox-, and the W^olf^

ALTON, having furfeiied himfeif with feafting to»

hixurioulTy on the carcal'e of a VV Id Boar, was fei-

zed With a violent and dangerous diforder^ The bcafts of
the foreft floclced in great numbers to pay their refptdts to-

him upon the occaiion, and fcarce one was abfent, except

the Fox. The Wolf, an ill-natured and malicious beaft,

, feizcd ibis oppoftun ty to accufe the Fox of pride^ mgrati-

tuac, and. dilafr<:d^ion to his majetiy. In the midftofhis

invedtiv**^ the Fox entered; who having heard part of the

'Wolf's accufacion, and obferving the Lion's countena^ice

tO' be kindled into wrat-hy thus adroitly excuied himfclf,.

and retorred Uj^on his accufcr : i fee many here, who>.

with mere lip iervice, have pretended to fbow )0u their

k>yaky ; but for my part, from the moment I heard of your

majeily's illn«(s^ m gied^ing ufelefs compliments, I em-
ployed myfelf day and night to enq,uue among the moft
karned puyficians,, an infallible remedy for your difeafe,.

arrd have at length happdy been informed of one ; it is a

philter made of part of a Wolf's tkin, taken warm from

bis back, and laid to your rai^jelty's ftomach\ This re-

medy was no fooner pronofed, than it was determined

thtit the experiment fhould be tried : and whlft the ope-

latiuni was performing, the Fox, with a farcafi^ic fmile,

"whifpered this ufeful maxim in the WolPs ear—If you

would be fafe from? barm- your lei f, learn for ihe future not

Jo meditate mifchief agamit others,,

FABLE XXXVI.

^'''T^IS fronrr owv wants and' inffrmittes that almod all!

I. JL thtf vonnc ;tlioiiS oi focietj^ taka trieii riiJe^ A^

iM
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A Blind Man, being ftoppea in a bad piece of road,

meets with a Lame Man, and mtreats him lO guide him

through the difficulty he has got into. How can I do

that replied the Lame Man, fmce I am fcarce able to

drag myfelf along ? but as you appear to be very throng,

if y<»i» will carry me, we will fetk our foitunes together.

It will tnen be my intereft to warn you of aay thing that

may obftrud your way ;
your feet ihall be my feet, and

my t.yes yours. With all my heart, returned the Bi'nrd

Man i
let vis render each ether our mutual fervices. 80

taking his lame companion on bis baclc, they, by means

of their union, travelled on with fafety and pleafure.

FABLE XXXVIL
Tbg Lion, the Bear^ the Monkey^ av4 the Fox,

TBli Tyrant of the forcft- iflued a oroc)amation, com-

manding all his fobje£^s to reoair immediately to his

royal den. Among the reit, the Bear noade his appea-

rance : but pretending to be offended with the (ieams

which ifl'ued from the monarch's apartments, he was im-

prudent enough to hold hisnofe in his majetty's prefence,

1 his infolence was so highly refented, that the Lion in

a rage laid hi.n dead at his feet. The Monkey, obferv-

ing what had p^iied, trembled for his carcafe ; and at-

tempted to conciliate favour by the mod abjedi flattery.

He began with proteft ng» that for his part he thought the

apartntents were perfumed with Arabian Ipices ; and ex-

claiming agiinft the rudenefs of the Bear, admired the

beauty of hfs inajedy's paws fo happily formed, he faid,

to correa the infolence of clowns. This fuUbme adulai

tio.) inftead of being received as he expected, proved no

kfs off.nfive than the rudenefs of the Bear: auci the courtly

Monkey was in like manner extended by the fide of Sir

Bruin. And now his majedv caf^ his eye upon the Fox. •

Weil, Reynarl, faid he, A^^i^ what fcenf do you difcover

here ? Great Prince, replied the cautious Fox, my nofe was

never eiieemed my moft ciiftinguithing fence ;
and at pre-

fent, I w->uld by no means venture to give my opinion, a»

I have unfoitunately got a tetriblo cold.

FABLE XXXVIIL '

^-

m

m

m
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FABLE XXXVIIL

'

The Gwl and the Nightingale^

A FORMAL folemn Owl had many years made his

habitation in a grove amongit the rvnns of an old hdo-

naltery, and had pored lo often on (ome moulily manuf-
. cripts, the ftupid rehcs of a monkKh library, thiU he grew
infetted with the pride and pedantry of the p)ace-, and mis-

taking gravity for wiidom, would fit wnole days with his

eyes half (hiJ I, fancying himfeU profoundly learned. It hap-

pened, as he fat one evcr»ing, half buried in meditation,

aiid hait afieep, that a Nightingale unlucki'y parching near

him, began her melodious lay^. Hi: (tatted from his reverie,

and with a horrid frreech interrupting her (ong— Be gone,

cried he, thou impcrtineot minllrel, nor diftractwith noify

jdjlionance my fublime contemplations j and know, vair\

Sorigftcr, that harmony confiiis in truth alone, which is

^gained by laborious lludy ; and not in languish ng notes,

lit only to footh the ear of a love-hck maid. Conceited pe-

dant, returaed the Nightingale, whofe wifdom lies only i.ri

the feathers that muffle up by ihy unmeaning face ; mulibC

4s a narurar ar.d rational entertainment, and though not

adapted to the ears of an Owl, has ever been relilhed and

admired by all who are p( llliled oi true taiU and elegance.
*"'^"~"

FABLE XXXIX. ^"" "^
The Ant and the Caterpillar,

AS a Caterpili *r was advancing very flowly along:/ n2

of the alleys of a beautiful gurdtn, he was met by a

P'^rt iivsly Ant; woo tolling up her head with a fcornfjl

air, cried, Prithee get out of the w^y, thou poor creeping

animal, and do not prefume to obftrijit the paHis of thy

fuperiors, by wriggling along the road, and belmeariu!^

the W4iks approfjijated to their footfteps. Poorcreature I

thou looKcft like a thing half made, which nature not liking,

threw by uulinilhed. I could almo(l pity thee, methinks.

;

but it is beneath one of my quality to talk to fuch mccin

^creatures as tnou art : and fo, poor crawling wittch, adieu.

The humble CaierpiiUr,, Itruck dumb with his difdam-

iiJi

I
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fu! language, retired, went to work, wound himfelf up in a

filkt^n ct'll, and at the appointed lime came out a beautiful

Butterfly. Juft as he was Tallying forth, he ohferved the

fcornful Ant pafling by : Proud infeit, faid he, ftop a mo-
ment, and learn from the circumftances in which you now
fee me, never to delpife any one rbr that condition in which

Providence has thought fit to place h\"i ; as there is rlonc

fo mean, but may one day, eitncr in this Itatt or in a better,

be exalted above thofe who looked down upon him with

unmerited contempt.
NaMKll*

FABLE XL,
The two Foxes.

TWO Foxes formed a ftratagem tocrttei'a hen rooft;'

which having fuccelsfully executed, and killed the*

Ct vk, the hens and the chickens, they began to feed upon
them with fingular fatisfa£tion. One of the Foxes, who
WIS young and inconfideraie, was for devouring them all

upon the fpot: the other who was old and covetous, pro-

poled to referve fome of them for another time. " For
'* experience, child," faid he, " has made itie wife, and I

" have feen many unexpected events lince I came irtto the

''world. Let uj> provide, therefore, againft what may
*' happen , and not confuine all our ilore at one meal.**

*' All this IS wonderous wife," replied the yourtg Fox

;

*• but for my part, 1 am reAdved not to (t.r till 1 have
•' eaten as much as will (erve me a whole weeic ^ for who
*' would be nud enough to return hither ? when it is cer-

" tain the owner of thefe fowls will watch for us, and if

*' he fhould catch us, would certainly put us to death.*'

Aftei ihis fliort difcourfe, each purlued his o^A^n fcheme

:

theyt'ung Fox eat till ht burli himfelf, and had fcarcely

Itrength to reach his hole before he died. The old one,

who thought It ii.uch better to deny h?s appetite for the

prefent, and l"y up provilion for the future, returned the

next day, and was kill' d by the Farmer. Thus every age

aaS itH p: '^:ui»ar vice iiiv VUUUtl JUy ucf thiur infati

tbuft after pleafuie ; and the old, by sheir incorrigible and

yi

inurduuce avitrice. FAiiLE XLL
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FABLK XLI.
The Conceited Ouii,

YOUNG Owl having accidentally feen himfelf in

a cryftai fountain, concfiveil tne highrit opinion of

hi:^ perfoiial peifeitions. * lis time iaid he, thai Hymen
ihiuld give me children as beauiifui as myieif, 10 the i;,lo-

ry of th( night and the ornament of oui grov s. What
pity Would It be, if the race of the moil accompi (h<d f

biros (hoiiid be extintt for want of a mate ! Fiappy .he

female who isdeftintd to fpend her life with a\f ! Vu\i of

thele filf-approvmj^ thoughts, he intreated the Crow Ui

propofe a match b^tw^een him and the royal daughter of

the Eagle, Do you imagine, faid the Crow, that the noble

Eagle, whofe pi ide it is to gaze on the brightcft ot me hea-

venly luminaries, will confent to mairy his daughter to

you, who cannot fo much as open your eyes whilll it is day-

light ? But the feU-conceited Owl was deaf to all that hiS

friend could urge ; who after much perfuanon, was at

length prevailed upon to undertake the commiilion. H.S

propofal was received in the manner that might be expec-

ted . the king of birds laughed him to fcorn. However

being a monarch of fome humour, he ordered him to ac-

quaint the Owl, that if he would meet him the next

morning at fun-rife in the middle of the fl:y, he wouid

confent to give him his daughter in marriage. The pre-

fiimptuous Owl ui»dertook to perform the condition ; but

being dazzled with the fun, and his head growing giddy,

he fell from his height upon a rock ; from whence being

purfued by a flight of birds, he was glad at lalt to make his

efcape into the iiollow of an old oakj where he palfed the

remainder of his days m that oblcuiity for which Nature

defigned him.

FABLE XLII.
7 he Fox and the Cat^

MOTHING is more common than for men to con-

.ipir»n rhn vfru %me a^^ioHfi in Others which thev

piAwtife themfdvcs whcacver occauoiiolier.
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A Fox and a Cat having made a pr<riy to travel togpthcr,

beguiled tiie tcdioulnels of their journey by a variety ol

philofophical converfarions. Of all the moral virtues, ex-

claimed Reynard, mercy is fure the noblefl ; What hy

you, my fage friend, is it not fo ? Undoubtedly, rcpli d

the Cat, With a r»oft demure countenance j noihmg i«

more becoming m « creature of any fvnfibility, than a com-

palfionate difpofuion. While they were thos moralizing,^

and mutually complimenting each other on the wifdom of

their refpeciive refl.aions, a Wolf darted out from a wood

upon a flocic of Ih^ep, whic h were feeding in an adjacent

iPv-adow; and without being in the Icalt afFtC^ed by the

m')ving lamentations of a poor Lamb, devoured it bUorc

their eyes. Horrible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat; why

does he not feed on vermin, .nftead of making his barba-

rous me ils on fuch innocent creatures? Reyr.ard agreed

with his friend m the obfervationj to wh ch he added leve-

ral very path, tic remarks oii theodioufnefs of afanguinary

temper. Their indignation was riling in its warmth and

zeal, when they arrived at a little cottage by the way-hdej

where the tender hearted Rtjynard immediately caft his eye

upon a fine Cock r.hat wjs ihuttitig aboat the yard. And

now, adieu moralizing: he leaped over the pales, and with-

out any tort of fcrupie, demolilbed his prize in an initant.

In the mean wh'le a pluaip Mouie, which ran out of ^.hc

ftable, totally pur to flight our Cat's philolophy, who fell

to the repaft without the leaii comm ifer^tion.

FABLL XLiii.
The two Hor/es»

TWO Horfes weie travelling the roa4 together ; one

loaded w th a lack «f fxoar, ihe other with a fum of

money. The laUer, proud of h'S fplendid bu Jien, tofkd

up his he^d witn an air of confcious fuperiority, and every

now and then caft a look of contempt upon his humble

companion. In palftng through a wood, ihcy^.wtjte met by

a frana- of hiorhwivmen, who immediately feiiierf^ upor' .tne

Horfe that was carrytr>§ the creafure: but thelpint^j St'^'d

jfioi being aiiogethef iiiiijjreti to liand lO ^^uivuy tis was

F ^ ncceffary
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necefiary for their purpofe, they beat him molT unmerci-

fully, and after plundering him of his boaitcJ load, h ft

him to lament at his leiiure the cruel bruifes he received.

Friend, faid his defj)ifed companion to him, who had now
reafon to triumph in his turn, diftinguiflied ports are often

dangerous to them r. ho poflefs them : if you had (ervcd a

Miller, as I do, you might have travelled the road unmo-
lerted.

"\i\

FABLE XLIV.
7 he Dove and the Avt,

WE fhould be always ready ro do good offices, even

to the mcaneft of our fellow-creaturr^s ; as there

is no one to whofe alliftance we may not, upon fome oc-

cafion or other, be greatly indebted.

A Dove was Tipping from the banks of a rivulet, when
an Ant, who was at the fame time trailing a grain of torn

along the edge of the brook, inadvertently 'fell in. The
Dove obferving the helplefs infed ftruggling in vain to

reach the fhore, was touched with compalfjon; and pluck-

ing a bladeofgrafs, dropped it into the ftream ; by means

of which the poor Ant, like a ihip- wrecked failor upon a

plank, got fafe to land. She had fcarcely arrived there,

when (he perceived s Fowler juft going to difcharge his

piece at her deliverer : upon whicn (he inftantiy crept up

his mot, and ftung him on the ankle, 'I he Sportlnnan

l^artii^H, occafioned a rufHing among the boughs, which

alarmed the Dove, wh(f immediately fprung up, and by

tKat means efcaped the danger with which fhe was threa-

t ned. ' ^ __«_««..,^

FAbLE XLV.
The Parrot.

CERTAIN widower, in order t > amufe his folitary

hours, a-d in foine meafure fupply the converfation

^ his dep?irted helpmate of loquacious memory, determm-

td to purchafe a t'arrot. With chis view he applied to a

eajer :n bvrar, wru» ihcweu tujii <» idi^c vw:iet,ijOi» ^-. i -?-

ruts of varW kiius. Whiift they were exerciling their

talkative
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talkative talents before him, one repeating the cries oFthc

town, another afking for a cup offack, and a thud bawl^

out for a coach, he obferv^-d a gKecn Parrot, perched m a

at a d rtance upon the foot of a table

t hi enr.
i« I

thnugntful manner

And lo you, my grave gentleman, faid he, are q>iK

To which Che Parrot replied, like a philofophicai bird,

think the more." Pleafed wi»h this fenlible anlwer, our

widower immediately paid down his price, and took home

the bird, conceiving f^eat things ^«om a crca^uie who h^d

given fo ftriking a Specimen of his parts. Bur after havina;

inihuaed him during a whole month, he found, to his

prreatdifapi)ointment,that he could get nothing mo!etr«>ni

him than the fatiguing repetition of the fame dull kiaencc,

«
I think the more." I f> id, fud h< ^ in great wiath, that

thou art a moft invincible fool: and ten times n.ore a fool

was I, for having formed a favourable opinion of thy abi.

lities upon no better foundation than an aftVded foiemniry.

"""^

FABLE XLVL
The Cat and the Bat.

A CAT having devoured her mafter's favourite Bul-

finch, overheard him threatening to put her to death

the moment he could find her. In this diftrels (he prefer-

red a prayer to Jupiter j vowing, if he would deliver her

from her prefent danger, that never while flie livvd would

fhe eat another Bird. Not long afterwards, a Bat mott

invitingly flew into the room where Pufs was purring in

the window. The queftion was, how to adt upon io tempt-

ing an occafion ? Her appetite prefltd hard on one fide j

and her vow threw fome fcruples in her way on the other.

At length fhe hit upon a motf convenient diflinction to

remove all difiicukies, by determining that as a Bird indeed

it was unlawful prizes bi^t as a Moufe fhe might very con-

fcientioufly eat it; and accordingly, without tuaher debate,

fell to the repaft.

Thus it is ttiat men are apt toimpofe upon themfelves

by vain and groundlefs dillinaions, when confcience and
_1; :_ 1 _ .. ...fl.:— y.«, ..,;»U <i->foroi4- •3t\A inritn?,tinii.

FABLE XLVil.

^

iJ
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FABLE XLVII.
1 he two Lizards.

AS two L'zarJs wcrcbafkin^ uovicr a fouth wall, Kow
coMtf-mptiblc, laid one of them, is our ccmciition f

Wc«.X(ll, 'tis tiuc, but that is ail : for we hold no fori of
rank in the creation, and are uiierly unnoticed by ihe
worKl, ciirfed olicurity. Why was I not born a Siajr, to

»anji;e :it 1 ;rge the prjdc and glory of lome royal forcU ?

It hiip|)tned, thit in the midlt of thtfe Uiijuit murrnur% a
pack ot Hounds was neard in full cry after the very creature
he w^f. c/.vyin^i who bsing quite fpent with ihe thace,
wa corn in pitc/j hy the O. g<, in U^rht of our two Lizards.
And »£ tnis Lhc lord y Siag, whofe place in the creation
you Ai.h to hold Piaid the wifcr Lizard to his cunnplaining
friend: [.et his fad faic teacn you (O b'efs Providence foc

placing you in that humble fituation, which iccurcs you
from thi: dangers of a more elevated rank.

FABLE XLVIIL
yupiter*s Lottery,

JUPITER, in order* lo pleafe mankind, dire^cd Mer-
cury to give notice that he h^d cftabl.ftied a Lottery, in

which there were no bi?nki ; and that, amongft a variety
of other valuable chances, Wifdom was the higheft prize.
It was Jupiter's command, that in this Lottery lome of the
gods fnould alfo become adventurers. The tickets being
difpofed of, and the wheels placed. Mercury was employed
to prefide at the drawing.^ It happened that the beft piize
fell to Minerva: upon which a genesal murmur ran
through the alfembly, and hints were thr* wn out that Ju-
Pitei had uled feme unfair pradices to ffecure this defirable

lot to his daughter. Jupiter, that he- might at once botb
punifh and filence thefe impious clamours of the human
lace, prefented ihtm with Folly in the place of Wifdom;
with which they went away perfcaiy well contented. And
iiorn that ti.nc the greattir Foola hav€ iiways looked up-
on themfelves as the wifeil men*

XABLE XLIX.

'

i
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MODERN FABLES*
FABLE XLIX.
f'/je litigious Cats,

»s

WO Cats having ftoicn fomc chccfe, could not agree
about dividing their prize. In order therefore to

fettle the difpute, they confcntcd to refer the matter to a
Monkey, The propofed arbitrator rcry readily accepted
the office, and producing a balance, put a part into each
fcale. '«Let me fee,;* faid he, «• ay—this lump outweighs
*' the other;" and immediately bit ufF a confiderable piece,,
in order to reduce it, he obfcrved, to an equilibrium: The
oppofite fcale was now become the heavieftj which affor-
ded our confciencious judge an additional reafon for a
fecond mouthful.. Hold, hold, faid the two Cats, who.
began to be alarmed for the events, give us our refpe^tive
ihares, and we are fati^ficd.. li you are fatisfied, returned
the Monkey, Juftice is not : a cale of this intricate nature
is by no means fo (oon determined. Upon which he con-
tinued to nibble firft one piece, and then the other, till the
poor Cats, feeing their chcefe gradually diminifhmg, in-
treated him to give himfelf no farther trouble, but deliver
to-them what remained. Not fo faft, I befeech you, friends,
replied the Monkey; we owe juftice to ourfelvesas well as
to you: what remains is due to me in right of my office.
Upon which he crammed the whole into his mouth and.
with great gravity difinifled the court.^

fablet:." '

Thi two Dogs^

HASTY and inconfiderate connections are generallv
attended with great difadvantages : and much of

every man's good or ill fortune depends upon th« choice
he. makes of his friends.

A good natured Spaniel overtook a furly Maftiff; as he
was travelling upon the high road. Pray, although au
eiitire ftranger to Tyger, \Qty civilly accofted him; and
if It would be no interr'iption, he faid he (hould be glad to
baari him company on his wav* Tvwer \vh<> ha^f^^nsd-
notto be altogether in fo growling a^mood a* u(u*aV ac-
cepted, tha proppfaJi and they, very amicably purfued their

jourfley.
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66 MODERN FABLES.

journey togrthcr. In the midrt: of tlieir converfation they

arrived at the next village, where Tyger began todifplay

his malignant difpofiti^n, by an unprovoked attack upon

every dog he met. Tnc villajrers immediately fallied forth

with great indignation to refcue their refpedtive favourites;

and falling upon our two friends without diitintStion, or

mercy, poor Tray was moft cruelly treated, for np other

reafon but his being found in bad company. ^^_
•" ~~ FABLE LI.^7" .

Death and Cupid.

JUPITER fent forth Death and Cupid to travel round

the world, giving each of them a bow m his hand,

and a quiver of arrows at his back. It was ordered by

the Supreme Difpofer of all events, that the arrow* of Love

(hould only wound the young, in order to lupply the de-

cays of mortal men j and tiiofe of Death were to ftnke

old-age, and free the world from an ufelefs charge. Our

travellers, being one day extremely fatigued with their

journey, reftcd themfelves under the covcf t of a wood,

and throwing clown their arrows in a promifcuous man-

ner, they both fell fait aflcep. They had not repofed

the.T>felves long, before they were awakened by a fudden

roifc ; when haftily gatheruig up their arm^ each in a

confufion took by miftake fome of the darts that belonged

to the other. By this means, it frequently happened that

Death vanquiflied the young, and Cupid fubdued the old.

Jupiter obferved the error^ but did not tiimk proper to

redrcfs it j forefeemg that fome good might arilt from

their unlucky exchange. And, in faSt, if men were wile

they would learn from this mifbike to be apprehenfive of

Death in their youth*, and to guard agamft the amorous

paflions in their ol J-age. _

FABLE LiU
The Mock bird,

r-^^PIPRP is acprtain hird m the Weft Indies, which

I has tlie faculty of mimickmg the notes of every

OLUti fonglter, witnwil beia^, able \\imk\i to add an/

ori^iiui

i

i



tion they

odtfplay

iclc upun
lied forth

vourites;

itStion, or

np other

/cl round

his hand,

rdered by

* of Love

y the de-

I to ftnke

re. Our
A^ith their

f a wood,
ous man-
)t repofed

a fudden

each in a

: belonged

)ened that

d the old,

proper to

arilt from

were wife

hen five of

s amorous

MODERN FABLES. 67 t
inal ftrams to the concert. As one of tbefe Mock-

his talent of ridicule among the bran-
orig

birds wasdifplaving

ches of a venerable wood : 'Tis very well, faid a

ft,

liitb

warbler, fpeaking in the name of all the reft, we grant

you that our mufic is not without its faults; but why will

you not favn'jr us r^ i^h 9 Orain of your own ?

i e\bLL Llll.

7he SpeSfacles,

HOW ftrangely all mankind differ in their opinions !

and how ilrongly each is attached to his own !

Jupiter one day, enjoy.ng himfelf over a bowl oi nedar,

and in a merry humour, determined to make mankind a

nrefent. Momus was appointed to convey it to tnem j

who, mounted on a rapid car, was prefently on earth.—

Come hither, fays he, ye happy mortals; g.e.t Jupitei

has opened for voui benefit his alUgranous hands. 1 is

true, he made /ou fomewhat fhort-fitihted, but to remedy

that inconvenience, behold how he has favoured you !
bo

fayinc;, he unlooled his portmanteau, when an iihrutc

run.'er of Speaacles tumbled out, and were picked up

by the crowd wi:h all the eagernefs imaginable. There

were enough for all, every man had his pair. r,ut »t w^a*

foon found^hat tbefe Speaacles did not repieftnt objeas

to all mankind a!.lce : for one pair was purple, anothei

blue ; one v*^as white, and another black : fome of the

elalies were red, lome green, and fome yellow. In l.icrt,

Thcie were of all manner of colours, and every iliade ot

colour. However, notwithftanding this diverhty, every

IT an was charmed with fis own, as believing it the trueil j,

Una enjoyca in opinion ;^il mc fatisfadiou of itahty.

1

es, which
• of every

o add any

ori^iiiai
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70 ORIGINAL FABLES.

FABLE L
The Red'brcall and the Sparma.

AS a Red-brealt was ftn^in^ ou a tree by the fide of

a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched upon the thatch

tro;. orcafion thus to reprimand him: Atid doll: thou^

faid he, with thv dull antufrina! note, prefume to emu-

late the Birds of Spring ?C^n thy weak warbhngs pretend

to vie With the ipnghtly accents of the Thrufli and the

Blacevbiid? v/ith the various melody of the Lark or the

Nightingale? whom other birds, far ^A}* fuperors, have

been long content to admire in lilence. Judge with can-

dour at leait, rep'ied the Robin, nor impute thole cflorts

to ambition folely, which may fnmetimes flow fiom Love

of the Art. I reverence indeed, but by no means envy

the birds whofe fame has ftood the teft of ages. Their

fon^rs have char«}ed botn hill and dale: but their feafoa

is p^ft, and their throats are filcnt. I feel not, how<;ver,

the ambition to fuf pafs or equal theii : my efforts are of

a much humbler nature i and i may furely hope for .par-

don, while I endeavour to cheer thefe forfakcn valleys, by

an attempt to imitate thejirains I love.

FABLE 11.

The two Bees>

ON a fine morning in May, two Bees fet forward in

queft of Honey ; the one wife and temper te, the

Otuer carelefi and extravagant. They loon arrived at a

garden ennchtd with aromatic herbs, the moft fragrant

flowers, and the moft delicious fruits. They rega.ed

themfelves for a time on the various dainties that were

fpread before them : the one loading his thigh at intervals

with provifions for the hive againft the diffant winter ;

the other, revelling in fweets without regard to any thing

but his prefent gratification. At length they found a

wide-mouthed phial, that hung beneath the bough of a

peach tree, filicd with Honey ready tempered, and expoied

to their taite in the molt alluring manner. The ihought-

lels
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ORIGINAL FABLES. V
lefs E/>/V«^^fpite of ail his friend's remonftranccs, plun-

ged headlong into the velfel, refolved to inoulge nmnfelf-

in ail the pleafures of fcn^uality. The PhiUfopher, oa

the o^her hand, lipped a I ttie wth caution, but oeing iuf-

picious of danger, fl. w off to fruits and flowers i
where

by the m.deration of h.s meals, he improved his rd.fti for

the true enjoyment of them. In the evening, however, he

called upon his friend, to enquire whether he would return

t. the hive ; but found him furfeited in iweets which he

was as unable to leave as to enjoy. Clogged in his wmgs,

enfeebled in his feet, and his whole frame iptaliy enervated,

he was but \ni\ able to bid his friend adieu, and to lament

W,th his lateft breatn, that though a fal^e o^ pleafure might

quicken the relifh of life, an unreitraincd indulgence is

inevitable deRru(^ion. _«-— «»_—,——
^"^ ^ FABLE III.

ne Dlamrmd and the Glow worm.

A DIAMOND happened to fail from the folifaire of a

young lady, as Ihe was walking one evening on a

terrace in the garden. A Glow. wo. m, who had beheld

its fparkle in its defccnt, foon as the gloom of night had

cclipfed its luftre, began to mock and to iniult it. Art

thou that wondrous thing that vaunteH or thy prodigious

bnghtnefs ? Where now is ail thy boafted brjllsancy !
Atas,

in evil hour has fortune thrown thee w.thin the reach of

mv fuperior blaze. Conceited infedl, replied the Gem,

that oweii thv feeble glimmer to the darkneis that fur-

rounds thee ; know, my luflre bears the teit of day, and

even derives its chief advantage from that dutmguilhmg

light, which difcovers ihee to be no more than a dark and

pa* try W. rm. __.
FABLE iV.

^he O/lrich and the Pelican.

THE Oftrich one day met the Pelican, and obfcrvlng

her brealt all bloody, Good Good ! fays ftie to hrr,

what IS th-? matter ? What accident has befallen you ?

IT 1 I-,.— Ua-it-i C^.^aA U.. ft^rr\r» (aU',ifr*» hpafr Ci\
i'oa certainiv have oeen iui£.^u- .jy ^J^l\^ s.-.„^_

prey, and have with difricuhy ei'captd fiom his mercilefs

ciaws.

Y.UI
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claws. Do not be furprized, friend, replied the Pelican ;

no luch accidi:nt, nor fndecd aciy thing nnorc than coiiimoii

hath happened to me. 1 have only bccii engaged in my

ordinary emDloyment of tend.ng myneft, of feeding my

dear l.ttle ones, ard noiirifhing them with the vital hlood

fjom my bolom. Your ar»{w<.r, returned the Oltrich,

a(^-iH{hes me ftill more than trie horrid Hgure you m.fce.

Wnat ! is this your practice, to tear your own ficlh, to

fpill your own blood, ai d to fariifice yourfc-if in this cruel

m?nncr tothe impotanate cravings of your young on^^s .

I know not whirh to pity moi\, your miiery, or your

fcUy. Be »dvi(e<i by me ; have fome regard f r yourfe't

;

and Jeave o<F this barb rous culloai of mangling y- ui oatx

hi.dy; as for your children, coma)it the (H to ine care of

Providence, and (VuiLe yourfelf qsiite eafy about thtm.—

Mv example may be ofufc to you ; I lay my eggs upon

the: ground, and juic cover them lightly ovcr^w.tl iaud :

.!• th-iy have the good luck to efcype bc^ng csufncd by the

tread of Man or Beail, rnj warmth of the Sun bt oodb upon,

and hai;c^cs them; and in due tin>e"jTy voung ones come

fc.th. I leave them to be nurfed by Nature, and toHerttd

bv the cl?m.?ut3 i I give myt'elf no trouble about them,

and 1 noitb-T know nor care vyhat becomes oi tiicm. Un-

happy wrtrh., lays the Pehcun, wno irt haniei'od againft

thv r/fsprni;:, and i1irou<yh want oi natural alltdion ren-

(\em{ thy uav: 1 friutlcfs totbyfclf ! wno knowelt notihe

iweets of ap^irent^anxiety, the 'tender delight of a mother's

fufferingd Ifc is not i but thou that art cruel to thy own

fi^ilh. Tny inienlibility may exempt thee from a temporary

inconvenience, za^ an inconlideraole pain; but M the fame

time it makes thee inattentive to a moit necellary du:y, and

incapable of leliihmg the pleafurc that attends it; a plea-

lure, the moil exqu lite that Nature h.ath indulg<^d to usj

in which pain itfeif is fwalloweU up and iolt, oi ualy fcrves

to heighten the enjoymenl.

FAB. V.
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FABLE V.

T'he Hounds in Couples,

AHUNTSMAN was leading forth his Hounds one
moving to the chace, and had linked feveral of the

young Dogs in Couples, to prevent their following every
icent, and hunting diforderly, as their own inclinatons
and fancy fhould direii them. Among others, it was the
fate of Jowler and Vixen to be thus yoked together, fow-
ler and Vixen were both young and unexperienced ; but
had for fomf time been conrtant companions, and feemed
ta have entertained a great fond nefs for each oth^r ; they
lifed to be perpetually playmg together, and in any quarrel
that happened, always toojc one another's part ; it might
have been expelled, therefore, that it would not be difagree-

able to them to be ftill more clofely united. However, in

^a£f, it proved otherwife ; they had not been long joined
together before both parties were obferved to exprefs un-
eafinefs at their pre(ent fituation. Different inclinations
and oppofite wills began todjfcover and exert themfelves :

it* one chufe to go this way, the other was as eager to take
the contrary; if one was preiTing forward, the other was
(are to lag behind ; Vxen pulled back Jowler, and Jowler
dragged along Vixen: Jowler growled at Vixen, and Vix-
en fnapped at Jo^vler : till at laft it came to a downright
quarrel between them ; and Jowler treated Vixen in a ve^
ty rough and ungenerous manner, without ajiV regard to
the inftriority of her ftrength, or the lendernefs'of her fex.
As they were thus continually vexing and tormenting one
another, an old Hound, who had obferved all that palfed,-

came up to them, and thus reproved them : " What a cou*
pie of filly Puppies you are, to be perpetually worrying your

<

(elves at this rate! What hinders you going on peaceably
and quittly together ? Caniiot you compromife the matter
between you, by each confultiiig the other's niciiuation a
little ? at lealt try to make a virtue of neceflity, and fubmit
t^j what you cannot remedy : you cannot get rid of the
chain, but you may make it fit eafy upon vou, I am an
old dog, and let my age ^nd experience inftrud you : whea
1 wa* in the fame circumilanccs with you, I Coon found,

G tisat
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74 ORIGINAL FABLES.

that thwarting my companion was only tormenting myfelfi

an,i my yoke fdlcw happily came .nto the lame way of

thinking. We endeavoured to join in the lame purfu.ts,

and to follow one another's inclinations: and fo We jogged

on together, not only with tafe and quiet, but w.th com-

fort and nlcafure. We found by experience, that mutual

compliance not only comptnfates for liberty, but is even

attended with a fatisfaaion and delight, beyond what l.ber-

tv itfclf can Kive."

jAill-K Vl.

7ht Mifer and the Magpye.

AS a Mifer fat at his delk, coimting over his heaps ot

gold, a Magpye, eluped from his cage, pielced up a

t,u,neafand hoppefaway wich it Tne Miier, who never

failed to ccunt his money over a fecond fme, mmed -t-^^^/

raided the piece, and raifing up from his feat .n .he utmoft

conft.rnation, obferved the felon hiding u ^'^^^^^
ti e floor. And art thou, cried he, that w.rft of h.eve ,

who has robbed me of my gold, without the plea of necd-

fity, and without reij.rd to its proper ufe i
but thy life (hall

atone for fo prepofterous a villainy, boti words,.good maf.

ter, quoth the Magpye. Have I then injured you in any

other fenfe than you defraud the public ? and am I not

ufina your monev in the lame manner you do yoijr e.t .'

If I mutt lofe my life for hiding a f.agle guinea, whar uo

vou, I pray, defervc, who fecrtts fo many thuulaiius i

"'"
FABLE Vn.

The Senfiuve- Plant atid the Tlnflk.

A ^THISTLE hAppcned to fpring up very near to a

Senfuive-Plant. The former obfervina the cxtri-me

bafhiulnels and delicacy of the !ar,-r, ad, r-JTed her m the

follow ng manner: Why are you fo modeft and relerved,

mv aood neighbour, as towithdr..w your leaves attne ap.

preach .>f ttrangers ? Why do you {hri,^ as .t you were

af. aid, from the touch of every hand ? Take example u.-.d

advice from me : If 1 liked not tiieir famil.ar.ty, 1 would

»
Wjt'C I I Will lliV • A* • ...--.- - . _

^ke them keeo thdr diitance, norihould any faucy finger

provoke

I
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provoke me iinrevengcd. Our tempers and qualities, re-

plied the other, are widely different : 1 have neither the

ability nor inclination to i^ive offence; you, it (cfcji^s, are

by no means deilitute of either. My delire is to live peace-

ably m the ftation wherein I was placed : and tlio' my hu-

mility may now and then CJiufe me a momeiir's uncaluieis,

it tends on the whole to prei^rve my tranquility. The caie

is otherwife with you, who(e irritable icntpcr, and revenge-

ful difpoiition, will probably, one tiine or other, be the

caufe of your deftru5tion. While they Wv^re thus arguing

the point, the Gardner came with his little fpaddle, iti

order to lighten theeaith round the item of the Seisfitive^

Plant; but percnving the Thiille, he thruft h's inihumeat

throuij^h the root of it and lofied it out of his 8;arden.

t'AaiA:. VilL
' "^

^ihe Poet and the Dea'h ivfit:h,

AS a Poet i;it in his coiet, fealt;ng his im^igination on

the hopes of Fame and immonaiiiy, he was Iti^riled

on a fudden with the omnious found of a Death-watch,

However, immediately recoili(Sting hirnfclf— Vain irife6t,

faid he, ceafe thy impertinent forebodings, fufficient indeed

to frighten the weaknefs of women, or of children ; but

far beneath the notice of a Poet and Phiiofopher. As for

me, whatever accident may threaten" my life, my fame,

fpite of thv prognoltics, fliali live to future ages. It may
be fo, replied the infev^l: : I find, at leaii, thou hadft rather

liiten to the Maggot in thy head, than to the Worm
beneath thy table ; but know, thiat the fitggefticms of Va-
nity are altogether as deceitful as thofe of Superffition.

FABIXTX.
Pythagoras acid the Critic,

IJYTHAGORAS was one day very earneftly engaged

in taking an exacl meafure of the length of the Oiym-
p c courfe. One of thofe conceited Critics who aim at

every thing, and are ready to interpofe with their opinion
llf>rvt-i 111 (^iil-»«f»ATo n 1 /\r\<ai-i/»/1 tr\ Kja nfo/ar>^ » An/4 oj-miI/4 r»/~\^

help fmiling to bimfelf to fee the Phiiofopher fo employed,

and

• !l
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76 ORIGINAL FABLES,
id pains he beftowcJ

and toobrcrvc what great attfntion

upon Inch a buiinefs. And pray, fays he, accolting t^y

thaaoras, may I prefume to afk wkh whatdefign V;ou have

civtn vourfdf this trouble ? Of that, replied the Phslofo-

phcr, I fhall very readily inform you. We are allured, that

Hercules, when he inftitute "

ih^-. Olympic games, himfelf

laid out this courfe by nKilurr, .id determined .t to the

length of fix hundred feet, mcafurinu; it by the ftandard

of hiS own foot. Now by taking an exaa meafurc of thia^

fpace, and feeing how much it exceeds the meafure of the

fi me number of feet now in ufe, we car. find how much

the foot of He.cules, and in proportion hiJ whole ftaturc,

exceeded that ot ihe prefent generation. A very curious

fpeculation, favs the Cntic,-and or great ufe and import-

ance, no doubt! And fo v*>u Will dcmonftrate to us, that

the bulk of this fabulous Hero was equal to his extravagant

cnteiprifcs and his marvellous expioitt ! And pray, Sjr,.

what may be the refult of your enquiry at Lft ? I fuppofe,

YOU can now tell me exaaiy to a hair's breadth, how tall

Hercules was. Tne refult of my enquiryv replied th«

Philofopher, is this •, and it is a concluhon of greater ule

a4)d importance ihan you feem to expedt fro"J '^"T^^^^
'^

you will always tftimate the labours of the Philofopher,.

the dcfigns of the Patriot, and ihv aaionsof the Hero, by

the liandard of your own narrow conceptions, you will ever

be greatly millakui in your judgment coiiceiamg them.

*""""

F ABLE X,.

Ihe Bear.

A BEAR who w^as bred in the iavagc defarts of Siberia,.

had an inclination to fee the world. He travelled

tiom forelt to foreft,. and from one kingdom to another,

making manv profound obfervations m hi«» way. Among^

th« relt of hjs excurfions, he came by accident into afaim-

er's yard,, where he faw a number of poultry flanding to

drink by Uie uae 01 a pi>»i. KJiu^..r,.^^-^^'-^ -- - -7 -r

they luriied up their heads towards the (ky, he could not

foiUar cnq^iibg. the leafou of fo peculiar a
^^^i^.'^^"/-
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They told him, that it was by way of returning thanks to

Heaven for the benefits they received j and.was indeed an

ancient and religieus cuftem, which they could not, with

a (tife confcience,or without impiety,.omit. H«rc the Bear

burft into a fit of laughter, at once mimicking their gef*

tures, and ridiculing their fupeifHtion, in the moft con-

temptuous manner. On this, the Cock,, with a fpirit fuit--

able to the boldnefs of his characSler, addrelFed him in the-

following ^v jrds : As you are a Stranger, Str, you perhaps

may be excufed the indecency of this behaviour ; yet give

me leave to tell you, that none but a Bear would ridicule

any religious ceremonies whatfoever, in th't prefeuce otu

thofe who believe them of i^nportance,

FABLE XL
The Stork and the Crow»

A STORK id aCrow hadonceailronsjcontentiony

which of them (teod higheft in the-favour of Jupi-

ter. The Crow alledged his (kill in omens, hia infallibility

in prophe<wies, and his gre?t ufe to the pncfts of that deity

in aH their facriHces and religious ceremonies. The Stork

urged only his blamelefs life, the care he took to preferve

his offspring,, and the afliflance he lent his parents under

the infirmities of age. It happened, as it generally does in

religious difpuies, tiiat neither of them could confute the

other J fo they both agreed to refer the decilion to Jupiter

himfclf»i On their joint application, the God determined

thus between them : Let none of my crt itures defpair of

my regard; I know their weakncfs, I piiy their errors 5

and whatever \s well meant, 1 accept as it was intended —

-

Yet facrificcs < ceremonies are in tbemfelves of no im-

portance, and every :ttempt to pcnetiate the counfels of

the Gods is altogether as vain as it i?* prefumptuous ; bnt

he who pays to Jupiter a jufl honour and reverence, whc
leads the mof^ temperate life, and'who does the mofl good

in proportion to his abilities, as he beft anfwers the end of

his Creator^

FABLE XI

L

(I

I
*

ij



73

I

I

ii

1'
' %

r

«;^^

:,!Nii

1

V f

y

ORIGINAL FABLES.
FABLE XH.
Echo and the Owl.

^ . .

TETE vain hear the flatteries, of their own imagination,

and fancy them to be the voice of fame.

A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fate repeating

her fcreams at midnight, from the hollow of ablalttU oak.

And whence, cried (he, proceeds this awful filence, unlets

it be to favour my fuperior melody ? Surely the groves arc

hulht in expedation of my voice-, and when 1 hng, all

nature hftens. An Echo refounding from an adjacent rock,

replied immediately, " all Nature liftenS.*' The N.ghtin.

gale, rcfumed (he, has ufurpcd the fovercignty by ni^t ;

her note indeed is mulical, but mine is Tweeter far. The

voice confirming her opinion, replied agam, " is iwceter

far
" Why then am I diffident, continued ih? ;

why do l

fea'r to ioin^he tuneful cho.r ? The Echo <}n»

^^f^"g ^^^^

vanity, repeated, -join the tuneful cho.r." Rouled by this

empty phantom of encouragement, fheon the morrow min-

gled her hootmgs with the harmony of the groves But

The tuneful Songlters, difgufted with her noife ^"^^ ^^ ;";

teiby her impudence, unanimoufly drove her from their

fociety,and dill continue lo purjuehej; whereverihe appears.

__!> -FABLE Xili.

Prometheus.

PROMETHEUS formed man of the fineft clay, and

animated his work with fire ftolen from Heaven He

endowed him with all the faculties that are to be found a-

monaft the animal creation: he gave h.m the courage ot the

Ton the fubtlety of the Fox, the providence of the Ant,

t d the induftrvof the Be.i and he enabled h.m by tne

Juperiorityofhi;
und.rftandmg,tofubduethemaU, an.^

n^ake them fubiervient, to his uf. and pieafure He difco-

^rcd o bim the metals hid.ien m .he low^^s o the earth

Td fhewed.him their fevcral uf.s. He inftn.aed h.m m

ev^ry thin- that might ten.! tr> cultivate and civilize hu-

ma7li '.h^e tau.ht him to tiH the .round; and to .mprovc

If
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mencics of the air and the feafonsi to compound medicines

of falutary herbs, to heal wounds, and to cure dilcafes ;

to conftruit (hips, to crofs the fcas, and to communicate to

every country the riches of all. In a word, he endued hin\

with fenfe and memory, with fagacity and invention, with

art andfcience; and to crown all, he gave him an infight

into futurity. But ala* ! this latter gitt, inftead of Impro-

v'^»g, wholly dellroyed the proper etfe6t of all the former,

Furniftied with all the means and inttruments of happinefs,

Man neverthelefs was miferable; through the knowledge

and dread of future evil, he was incapable of enjoying prc-

fent good. Prometheus law and immediately relolved to

remedy this inconvenience; he effectually reftored nr»an to

a capacity of happinefs, by depriving him oi prejcience^ and

giving him hope in its itead,

.

••

FABLE XiV.
AHo/nus,

^ rr^IS faid that Momus was perpetually blaming and

JL ridiculing whatever he faw. Even the works of

- tVie gods themfelvescould not cfcape his-univerfal cenfure.

l.he eyes of the Bull, he faid, were fo placed by Jupiter,

that they could not direct his horns in pufhing at his ene-

mies. I'he houlc-s which Minerva had iiiHrudted rr-'u to

build, were contrived fo very ii judicioufly, that they could

not be removed from a bad ncigribouihood, nor from any

other ii.convenif nee. In fliort, the friime of Man himlelf-

was in hi*! opinion extremely defedtiv; ; having no window

in his bofom th.it might d- monfirate his fincerity, or betray

his wck d pnrpofes, and prevent their execution. Thcfc

and many other faults <Acre found in the productions of

Nature; but when he furveyed the works of art, there

wa> no end of his altercations. Jupiter, being refolved to

try how far his malice would pu-oceed, fent his daughter

Vet us t!> defire that he would g've his opinionf of hf r

beati y» ^h ;^pp«afcoaccoKUnglyheforef the vhur ifb God,,

tre nbhng at t, c } p'ehertfii'n of his known feverity. He
txaaiifltU hei proporuons with all ihe rigour Qjian envious

i .i
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critici Biit her (hapie and complexion were fa ftriking and

her imUes and graces fo very ervgaging,,that he found It

impoiTible to give- tbc leaft coloui to any objeaion he

c^uld make. Yet to ihcw how hard malevolence will

ftfuggle for a cavilj as fhe v^ras retiring from his prefence^

be- begged fhe would acquaint her father, that whatever

grace might be i« her, motion, yet--/;tfr5//f/>^rj were too

^

noifp
^ .

"""
• FABLE XV.

~^
1%e Bulterjiy^ the Snail and the Bee.

BUTTERFLY, proudly perched on the gaudy

leaves 0.6 a French Marygold, was boafting the vaft

^tcnt and variety of his travels** i have ranged, faid he,

over the gracef^ufaru' majeflic I'cenes o^ mJiagleyy^n^ have

ftafted my (yes with elegance and varitty at X'the Leafowes.

l;haye wandered through regions of Eglantine and honey-

luckle, I h^ave revelled in kiifes on beds of Violets and

Cowllips, and have enjoyed the: delicious fragrance of

Bofes and Carnations. In fhort my fancy unbounded, and ^

niy flight uniellrained, I have vifited w'th perfed freedoni

sir th« Howers of the tield or gaiden^ and mufl bfr allowed ^

io know the JVorld 'm 2i fuperiative.degree.

-

A Rnai», who hung attentive to his wonders on a cabbage*

leaf; was ftruck, with admiration j and concluded him, from ;

vill his experience, to be the wifeit of animal creatures*

It happened that a Bee purfued her < occupation on a.

neighbouring bed of Marjoram, and having heard our of-

tcfttaiious vagrant, reprimandea h»m in this manner. Vain,

empty iiutterer,faid fhe, whom tnihuaion cannot improve,

jior experience^ itfelf enlighten ! ^Thou haft rambled over

the worlds y/lieieindoes thy knowledge of u confift ? Thou

ha (I ft en vaiietyof obj^dts 5 what concUftons haft thou

dfav/n frpm the^n ? 1 bou^haft. taftcd of every amufcmentj

halt thou extraaed any;thingJor ufe ? I too am a traveller:

g4>janii look into <ny;hive ; and let my ,treafurcs intiir/ate to

i^evihat the. end of travelliiigjsto collect inatciials either

for/

Li

as

h.i'.

t ^''t
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for the ufe and emolument of private life, or for the ad-

vantage of the communitv.

FABLE XVI.
The Tuberose and the Sun-FIower»

it TUBEROSE,, in a bow-window on the north fide

J\ of a ftatdy villa, addreffed a Sun flower which grew

on a ii©pe that was contiguous to the houfe. Pray, neigh-

bour fays he, to whit purpofe do you pay all this devotion

to that fiaitious deity of yours, the Sun ? Why are you

ftilldiftortingyaur body, and cafting up your eyes to that

glaring luminary ? V/hat fuperftition induces you to think,,

that we flowers exift only through his influence ? Both

you and I are furely indebted to the hot bed, and to the

dilic^ence of the gardner, for our produaio* «nd fupport.

For°my part, I fhall referve my homage, together wrh my

fjveets, for that benevolent mafler who is continually wa-

tering and refrefhing me; nor do I defire ever to fee the

face of tlat Sun you fo vainly idolize, while Ican.enjoy

the cool i .::deof this magnificent faloon. Truce with thy-

blafphemies, replied the Sun flower: whydoft ibou revue

that glorious Being, who difpenfes life and vigour, not

only to us, but to every part of the creation ? Without

this, alas I how inefFeaual were the flcill and vigilance of

thy boafted mafter, either to fupport thy tender frame, or

even to preferve his own ! But this muft erer be the cafe

withfuchcontraaedunderftanding?;: fufficient, indeed, to

point out more immediate benefaaors, bu^ d.frcgardmg the

original fourcc frogi which all beneficence proceeds.

FABLE XVIL
The Aiagpye anJ the Raven,

IHERE was a certain Magpye, more bufy and more

_ loquacious than any of his tribe. His tongue was in

perpetual motron, and himfeif continually upon the wmgj

fluttering froai place to place, and very feldom appearing.,

twice together in the fame company.
c^j-^jj.p^pg vQij faw him with a flock of Prseon.^, piun-

dftflnJ^ a Jitid of nev/'fown torn > now perched upon a
"* cherry

il !



f(f<

'

' '!|

i

9': f

82 ORIGINAL FABLES,

cherry tree with a parcel of Tom-Tits: the next moment

Vou would be farpr>fcd to find the lame individual b,rd cn-

Laed with a flight of Crows, and feafting apon acarca e.

^
He took it one day into hi. hend to v.l.t an old Raven,

who lived retired among the branches of a venerable oak,

and there, at the foot of a lonely mounram had pa(t n. r

half a ce. tury—ladmir., fays the prating bird, your a.olt

foman"c f«!at,on, and th/ wildnefs of the e roc.s and

precipices round yon : I am ablolu.ely tranlported wuh

L murmur of that wa.er-fail i
-e>hmk, it d.|u... a

tranquility furpiffing all the joys of public l,f, Wnat an

Lrceable fequeftratuM from woidly b.rtleanJ imperti-

't Ke ! what an opportunity of contemplating the divine

beauties of nature! lihall mort certainly quit thegaieue«

of town. «nd for the fake .,f thefe rural (e.nes and my good

fnenI'/c„,v.,lauon, pa(. tne remainder of my days in

the ioliiude he has cholen.
, ,

W 1 Sir, replies the Raven, I fhall be at al! times giad

to receive you in my old falhioned way ; but you and I

foouldceit^iiniy prove ipoil unfuitafile companions. Your

Ihole ambition is to ih.ne ,n company, -.<";;--- ^'

vo irfelf to the world by univerfal comp-aifaiice ,
whereas

L greateft happinefs conf.fts in eafe and privacy and the

Tla converfa't.on of a few whom .1 eftcem I prefer a

oo.d heart to the moft voluble tongue ; and though n^uch

obliacd to you for the politentfs of your profeinons, yet 1

fee your benevolence d.v.ded among fo numerous an ac-

quai niance, that a very flender fna.e of it can lema.n for

thoi;. you are pleafed to hon.ur with the name of friends .

FAHLE XVm.
•The Diamond anil the Loa'Ifioiie..

_

A DIAMOND of great bs'auty and luftre, obferving

^.t only many other gems of a lower clafs ranged to-

eether with him .n the fame cabinet, but a Loa.ftone like-

^,e placed not far from him, began to q.elfion tne latter

ho^ he came there i
and what pretenhons he had to be

. . _ .u, .,.o.,.^,>c li^nes ! he. wno appeared tc*

ranicu amoLg .n-
>;;;;^.,„ Ta forry,-coarle.ruay-look.

be no betier than V%

i 1
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ing pebble ; without the Icaft fhining quality to advance

him to fuch an honour j and concluded with defiring him

to keep his diftance, and pay a proper refpe£l to his fupe-

riors. I find, faid the Loadftone, you judge by exiernaJ

appearances ; and it i^ your intereft, that otf.ers (hould

form their judgment by the fame rule. I muft own 1 have

nothing lo boaft of in that relpe^ ; but 1 may venture t*

fay, that I make amends for my outward dcfedts, by my
inward qualities. The great improvement of navigation

in thefe latter ages is entirely owing to me. It is owing to

me that the diftant parts of the world arc known and ac-

ccflible to each other ; that the remoteft nations are con-

nedled together, and all in a manner united into one com-

mon focit ty ; that by a mutual int^rcourle tney relieve one

anoih( I's wants, and all enjoy the ieveral bleflings peculiar

to each. Great Britain is indebted to me for htr wealth,

her fplendour and her power ; and the arts and fciences are

in a great meafure obliged to me foi their late improve-

ments, and their continual increafe. I am willing 'u . Uov/

you your due praife in its full extent; you ar very

pretty bauble ; I am mighiily delighted to lee you glitter

and fparklc ; I look upon you wita pleafure and larpnfe;

but I muft be convinced you are of fome fort of ufe, before

I acknowledge that you hare any real merit, or treat you

with that rclpeol which you feem to de.iiand,

^__^_,,__ ,

—^

—

'-' .11.
.

-
» ^

FABLE XIX.
The Boy and the Nettle.

A LITTLE Boy piayr g in the lields, chanced to be

Rung by a' Nettie, and came crying to his father :

h/t told him, he had been hurt by that naiiy weed fevcral

times before ; that he was always afraid of it ; and that

now he did but juft touch it, as iij.!:htly as polfible, when
he was lo feverely ftung. Cliild, fays he, vour touching it

fo gently and timorouily is the very reason of its hurting

you. A Nettie mav be handled faftly, if you do it with

courage and reioiutiun i If you f.ize ic buldiy, and gripe

it fail, by adurid it will never fling you ; and yoa will

meet

I
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' FABLE AA.
7he Murijhr in the Sun.

A N Aftronomer was obferving the Sun through a te.

of wings, a great number of .egs, ^"d a^°"g J j^j^

and that .t was al.ve, wa. very 2P^^^\^l^^
f,,,J,;^

and violent
r''""'^"'''' Re^nfflreTf the taa (for ho«,

to time plainly perceive. ,^^^'"6
;'"'f°'J,"ly our Phi-

could he be n>ilt.ken ,n what
^^^^^J^^^^^^^^^^^ f,om

'°n".foi'"n':£ufh^rke
"^^^^^

nrciriilesio Well eitaoiuiicu. **
^»p mvered

S this extraordinary aaum and rouno ma he o ered

S-eat t?a-Mnua -dure : itw^pl- .hat he was fo^

thing of the nature »
'"^^^^'^^^^^^tonftrlle from the

fiery temperament ;
tor t

^^^J^^^^ f^,^,,,^^ he muft

r'--"*^':;:"d"r i^r of he at tJ; thoufand times exceed-

have acquired a ogceot n
^^^^^^^ worth confi-

ing that .,f red hot ^°"- I'
J^ J f, .^pours of the

rfenng, wheth r he Ub ft d pon^^^^
g^ ^^^^,

t"hlch^l ;rper,ctu.,> ^--;g../,^,^« .^^o^^Hf-

•""
l'Tf,hU,Jal ojher wththe co.-ftan; expence

hl^Jn^ now and then ^wi'^J^X ';;;'--^ -j^^;
excentric Comet vnw the bun. Uow.vu *.•

^^^
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he foand by computation that the earth would be but fhort

allowance for him for a few months : and farther, it was

no improbable conjedure, that as the eaah vyas deftmed

to be deftroycd by hre, this tiery flying Monfter would re.

move hither at the appointed time, and might much more

cafily and conveniently efFc^a a conflagration, than any

Comet hitherto provided for that fervice. In the earntit

purfuit of thefe, and many the like deep and curious Ipe-

'

culations- the Aftronomer was engaged, and was prepar.ng

to communicate them to the pubhc. In the mtan time the

difcovery beijan to be much talked of ; an^ all the virtm/t

pachered together to fee fa ftrange a light. They were

eq.ially convinced of the accuracy of the obfervation, and

of the concluhons lo cleaily deduced from it. At lall one,

more cautious than the reit, was refolved, before he gaue

a fu\l afl'ait to the report of his lenfes, to examine the

whole procefs of the affair, and all the parts of the mftru-

ment ; he opened the telefcope, and heboid ! a imall b ly

was incloled in it, which having; fettled on the centre ot"

the objedt glals, had given occalion to all this marvellous

Theory.
. rr u »

How often do mt^n, through prejudice and paflion, thro

envy and malice, f^x upon the brightelt and moft exait-d

charaaer the grolielf and moft improbable imputations !
it

behoves us upon fuch occal'ions to be upon our guard, and

to fufpeiid our judgments j the fault perhaps is not m the

objeci, but in tne mindoi the obferver.

tt,(^..M.'J^^W^ .%,Ji^:^»^^JHL^!»iti^.iiMjam^elk. .^Xfe^^' '.J. f 'V im H.

A
FABLE XXL

^he difconiented Bee,

BEE compkmed to Jupiter of the numerous evils

^ to which her condition v/as expofcd. H.-r body,

iTuT^.d, was weak and feeble, yet was ihe condemned to

pit h r livma by per,, .n:u;ji toil : ihe was Denunib. d by

the cold of wmies a;i t relaxed by he ne; t of lu:rimer.

H^rhauots were iriftCted with poiloaous weeds, and hec

In fhort, whui;

III w*th:J'. her

lie

flights ODtlruaed by liorms anJ tempeits,

w«th '^-^n •'"itt {rm-r. without, and difcafes fio

1
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m
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life was rendered one continual fcene of anxiety and wrct-»

chednefsc Behold now, laid Jupiter, the frowardnefs

and folly of this unthank.ful race ! The. flowers of the iield

1 have fpread before them as a fealt, and have cndcavoiired

to regale them with an endie(s variety. They now revel

on odoriferous beds of tityme and lavender, and now on

the ilill more fragrant banks of violets and rofts. The
bufinefs they complain of is the extraction of honey ; and

to alleviate their toil, I have allowed ihem wings, which

readily tranfport them from one banquet to another.

Storms, tempefts, and uoxic us weeds, 1 have given them

fagacity to fbun ; and if they are mified, 'tus through the

perverfenefs of their inciinatJ .'ns. iiut thus it is with Bees,

and thus with Mt-a ; Thvy mifconlirue the benevolence

of my defigns, and then couip'vcw that my decrees are rigid:

they ungratefully ovetu»i>k. all the advantages, and magnify

all the inconveniences cf tneir itations. But let my crea-

tures purfue their h ppfficfs ihrough the paths marked out

by nature ; and the; wnl men feel no pains which they

have not pleafures (. < ompetilHte,

'

'^ ""^1
ABLE XXii.

T/Jf Snipe ShoAer,

AS a Sportfai^ii lau:/:;- ih'^ fields with his gun, atten-

ded by an ex; tr cv,ccu citi Spaniel, he happened to

Ipring a Snipe, and aifiicit at the fame inltant a covey of

Patr.d'^^es, Suipri'.cd at the accident, and divided in his

aim, he let fiy too i.idcreiriiinately, and by this means

nulled them both. Ali, n-j good niaitei, f^id the Spaniel,

you (hould never have uvo aims ai ouce. H^id you not been

dazzled and feduced L7 the luxurious h^pe of Paitridgc,

you wo'jld moft prohai ly have Jecured your Sn ipe.

FABLL'XXnL
1 he Beggdr ana his Dog,-

ABEGGAR and n.s Dog iV.te at the gate of a noble

Couriicr, and were prepar.ng 10 make a meal on a

bowl oFfiaiments from the kuchen-maid. A poor De-
t , .1 1.:. ! J <»:»><< <i«iw^ It 1/4 Vkfu^n t nat in fr t\\f imaa

gulac

I '"?! if ^
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gufar favour of a dinner at the lUward's table, was flruck

with the appearance, and (topped alutle to obfcrve thern

and voracious as any Courtier laThe Beggar, hungry

Chriftendom, feized wich greedinefs the cho celt morieis',

and fwallowed them himfcif i
the reiidue was divided into

portions for his children. A (cracr was thruft into one

pocket for honeft Jack, a crnfl: into another for bafntul

Tom, a luncheon of cheele was wrapt up with cart- fr

the little favourite of his hopeful family. In Ihort, if any

thing wa; thrown to the Dog, it \A-as a bone (o cloiely

picked, that it fcarce afforded a^pitance to keep life and foul

together. Kow exadlly alike, faid tiie Dependant, is this

poor Dog's cafe and mine ! He is wauhing for a dinner

from a mailer who cannot fpare iij I for a place from a

needy Lori^,whofe wants poriiaps are grciter than my own,

aiid 'whole relations mort; clamorous than aay of this

Beggar's brats. 6'hrewrily was it faid by nu ingciiiCiiS

W« itter, a Courtier's Dependant is a />^^^/?r'i_gg^.— '"
' FABLE XXiy.

The Sun and the Vapour^

IN the evening of a fummer's day. the Sun, as he de-

fcendcd bch nd the Wfti^em hill, beheld a thick and

unwholcfome Vapour extending i'felf ovei the whole hce

of the vallies. Every fhrub and every flower imnnediately

folded up its leaves., and fhrunk from the coucn of his de-

terted enemy. Well haft thou cholen, faid the God of day,

this the hour of my departure, to fpread ihy pelfdential in-

fluence, and taint the beauiies of the creation. Enjoy for

a fhort fpacc the notable triumphs of thy malignity. I

{hall return again with the morning, repair thy mifchiefs,

and put an end lo thy exiifence. May the Slanderer in thy

fatedilcern his own, and be warned to dread tiic return of

^Ituih.

FABLh XXV.
Love and Folly,

IN the molt early flate of things, and among the eldeft
-1- »-_:_ :/i-.i ^u-.. O-J -- ^w_ »_ .._»:»i^ u;

•i rather that Daemon, as Plato calis hnn, whofe name is

Love.



f! h

'
> K

88

Love.
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Father of the Gods, in rc-

eftablifliing the harmony ofHe was affifling to the

diicinf Ch.>os into oicler, in ^

,he unive.fe, and in regulating and P"«'"g'"X';°
tlie laws by which the <-perations of nature ate performed,

ami the ftLe of the wolld (ub.i.fs U nivcrfal good fee.ned

to behis only ftudy, and he was the fupretnc d'''^'" ° »

of Gods and men/ But in procefs of tt.ne, amo.g otlu

d,forders that arofe in the univerfe, .t appeared th^ - '"^

began todcv.ate very often from what had
f^^>"<=f

'" ''^

...be h.s chief purfuit ; he would ra.le f"=q"^"' "' "'^''/^'^:

ces and confulion in the courfe of nature, 'hough twaal-

T...ys ut.d.r the pretence of matnta.mng order a^ agree

„,/n.. It fcems he had entered mto a very >nt,ma ac-

Jua, ntance w.h a p.rfon wh'o had but '^tely made her .p

pearancein the world. Th,s perlon was Folly, the d ug -

[er of Pride and Ignorance. '1 hey were often together.

Id a/oaen as tlly were, feme m fci.ief wasJure to be

,he conf.qMence. By degrees he tntroduced her tn the

heavens ; where it was the-r great joy by va. ous artihces

U lead .'he C-.ods into fuch n.eafures as -volv"l ^ - '-.

„any inconveniences, and expoled .nem
'''"'"^f

'^^'^'^'';^";

Tney deluued -.hem ii. ail tre.r turns, except \">'^'\^^''

only d.vmuv that efcaped their wtles. tven i-V^^'^^
ftl/was induced by them to take

'"'"^JVirrd . t-e the
able to the dig.my of his character, h oUy had gc .en the

entire aiccnclanl over her companion ;
however, (tie was

olved .0 m.ke U,ll move I,., of -«, .->^
,5"«;f„^^

wWly to hedclf: *ith '^is def.ga Or m^ukd a cmam

intoxicating ju.ce into his nc6ar, the cftcds <>* «h'ch we e

fo DOwcr fill that in the end it u.ttrly Apnved him ot his

t r L V. v.as t, o much ptejudi.ed in her favour o

io-,Khend her to be the cau'eot his m.slortune ;
nor.,,-

dp,)n.n^nu nci iv^

•„ .k , l,.,0 ienrf-le of hs condition.
,ited did he !ee.!i to oe in the leau lenii-icu. .. &
Fut his .roiher Venu' d^on found .tout: and in t*'""^ «

of er gncf a, d rage earned l.er compla.iU - J>JP;->
-

iu„nu him to pu.nih the borcereis who had bUdcd^h^_

fon. "Jupiter, wiUme W '^^'^^^ »'" ^Tf'" ^' „,dt..-
b'cfotni company, calUd both patties before h..x.,^a,.a^-.
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uuired intb their condua. After a full hearing, he deter-

mined, that Folly fhould make (bme fort ot reparation toe

the injury done to Love : and being refolved to pumOx

both toi the many irregularities which they had lately in-

troduced, he condemned Lave to wander about the earth,,

and ordered Folly to be his guide^
'"

FABLE XXVL
The Eclipse.

r. ,. r /u

ONE day when the Moon was under an Eclipfc, (he

complained thus to the Sun of the difcont.nuance

ot his favours. My dearell friend, faid Ihe, why do yoa

not fliine upon me as you u fed to do ? Do 1 -^/J^'neupov

thee? faid the Sun: I am very fure thatlmtend ,t. O no,

replies the Moon, but I now perceive the reafon. 1 fe«

that dirty planet, the Earth, is got between us.

The good influence of the great would perhaps b* mora

diffufiveT were it not for their milchievous dependants,,

who are fo frequently fufi^red to interpo le.

FABLE XXVll.
The Boy and the Butterfly.

ABOY, greatly fmitten with the colour of a ButterHy^,

purfued it from fiower to flower with indefatigable

pams, fiill he aimed to furprife it among the leaves ot a,

rofe ; then to cover it with his hat, as it wab feeding on a.

daifoy ; now hoped to fecure it, as it reited on a (prig ot>

myrtle j and now grew fure of his prize, perceiving it loi-

ter on abed of violets. But tne tickle Fly, continually

changing, one bloflbm for another, ftill eluded his attempts-

Ac length, oha-rving it half buried in the cup oU tulip, h;e

rufhed forward, and fnatching it with violence, cruined it

all to pieces. The dying infedt, fteing the^ pooi Boy

lomewhat chagrined at nis (iifappomtment, addrcfied bim

with all the calmnets of a l^oic, in the foliov'M.g manner ;

--Behold now the end of ihy unprofitable folicitude !
and',

karn for the benefit of thy fuiurelife, that all pleafure is

amufe
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amufethee in th, purfuit, ifembraced with Mo mo.h

arJour, will p?rifl» in the grafp. __ .

- FABLE ' XXVIII.

TKe Toad and the Ephmiron.-

S fome workmen were digging marble m.mounta.-i

/ i^of Scythia, they dilcerneS a Toad of an enormous

tf^^n hetidtt'of a^olid rocic. They were very much

furpriled at fo uncommon an »PP^»'^"."'
,^"'' t^Zr

.1..V confidtred tiie circumftances of it, the more tneir

Sender inceatd. It was hard to conceive by what.n.ans

This creature had preferved life and received nour.fhment

if<>o"r.wa prifoni and flill more difficult to account

for hiXt^and'exiftencein a place fo totally .nacceffible

*°
tLIJilldSude no other, than that h. was formed

toeetherwith the rock in which he had been bred, and w s

co'veal" TtL the ™o-""- •^'='1^^,^"?,''=^^
^^'^lofi'

in-r thefe fpeculations, the Toad fat fwelUng and b'o"'"?.

nihe was'ready to bu.ft with pride »""Telf-.mportance ;

to which at latt he thus gave vent:-Yes, fays h^.y°" be-

hold inmeafpccimenofthe Anted.iu-mn raceof an.mai?.

I wJbrEOtten before the flood; and who .s .here among

the prefem upttart race of mortals, that fhall dare to con-

iK^h me' innobility of birth, or dignity c. cha.d^er

An Epbemeron, fprung tliat morr,mg from the "ver My

panis. as he was flying about from place '".Pl^'^'^h^n"^,

to be prefent, and obfc/ved all that parted w.th g ^^^« «^"-

tion and cur.ofuy. Vain boafter, fays he, what 'o""/ t'°

haft thou for pride, either in thy delcent -«-'y "
"^l^*^^

'

is ancient, or thy life, becaufe .t had been ^-^f^i Jf'
good qualities haft thou received from thy anceftors? In

Cniftcanteven to .hyf.lf, as well as ufeKfs .-. others, thou

r^tallft annfenfible as che rock in Wh.ch »>'-
;-'^;^/;;:

Even I, that had mv birth only from tne fcum of the ne.gb-

. touring ti.er, at the rif.ng of this day's Su«, and wno

ftall die at ,ts fetting, have more reafor. to applaud my

condition, than thou haft to be prouu or in,..e. x lu..

yed ti;«-warmtl.,of the Su»,th« l.sht cf ii« D.y. and
cnio
•»i ih"^
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4he purity of the . : 1 1 we flown from flream to ftream,

from tree to tree, a. I from the pU n to the mou tarn
:
I

have provided for pollerity. and (hall leave be. id n,c a nu-

merous ofFspr.nK to ptople the next age of W"""""'?' =J^
fhort, I have lulfiUed all the ends of my bemg, and I have

been hap, y. My whole l,ft,'ti. true, is but of twelve l,..urs

but even me Lur of u i. t, be preferred to a thoufand

years of mere exiftence : wL cht- :beenfpent like thme.

in flo h, ignorance and It ^ 7 ..,

FABLE XX HX .

Th4 Peacock.

THE Peacock, who at firil was diftinguifhed only by

a creft of feathers, prtferrtd a petition to Juno that

hemiirhtbe honoured alfo with a trrjn. As the bird was

a parcrcular favourite, Juno diiy enough aflented ;
and

his train was ordered to furpals that ot every fowl in the

creation. The Mini«n,ronfcious ot his fu^. b appearance,

thoiurht itrequifite to affurne a pmpnr lonable dig«.ty ot

eait and manners. The cornmou Poultry of the Urm-yara

were quite a(toni(hed at his magnit.cence ; and evc-n the

Pheafants themlelves beheld him with an eye of envy.

But when he attempted to/y, he p-rceived himfelfto have

facrificed all his aaivity to opntation ; and that be was en-

cumbered by the pomp in which he placed his glory .

FABLL XXX.
Ih" Fly in St\ PauCi Cupola, •

S JvFly was crawling' leifurly up one of the columns;

. . of St. Paul's Cupola, (he often ftopped, furveyed,^

.

ncaTnintd, and at laft broke forth into the following txch-

marion : Strange ! that any one who pretended to be an

artfit, fh'mld ever Uave fo fuperb a Itruaure, wuh lo many •

roughnelfes u.ipoliftiei ! Ah, my friend, faid a v^ry learned i

JnhlteSf, who hung in his u.^* under one of the capjtais^

vou fliould never decide- of things, beyond the extent ot •

your capac'ty.' This, lofty build.ngr.was not cr^aed for

fuch diminutive animals, as you or I ; but) for a ce tii:i

liwt uf cteatares, whu are ai icall tea ti.oufai*d tirres as.-^
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Urge • to fheJr eye » it is very pojnble, tliefe column* may^

fccm as fmooa.»a8 to you appear the w.ngs of your favo-

lite Miftrtfs. '

,"-"""
PABLt. XXXI. ^

- 1 he Elm-tree ard the Vim.

AN extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious ofin-

depenJency, and fond of rambling at large, defpifed

the alliance of aftately Elm that grew near, and courtej

her embrue.. Having rifen to fome fm.ll herght without

any kind'offupport, (he flint forth her flimfy branches to a,

very uncommon and fuperfluous leagth, f'''"B °" he";

neighbour to take noticehow I ittUfhe wanted h,3 «»«?"«.

Poo'r infatuatecV Shrub, replied the Rim, how 'nf°"/''t="'

is thy conaudl ! Wouldft thou be truly ,ndei;enJent, thou_

fnoufdft carefully apply thofe juices to the enUrgememot

thy ftem, w.hich thou lavOifft in vam upon unnecelUy

foliaKe; I faor'.ly (hali behold ihee groveling on the ground;

yet couMten.nced, indeed, by many of the human race,,

Iho. intoxicated with vanity, have de.pifed oc=o""'"y

'

,nl who, to iupportfor a moment thea empty boaft of

imlependencf, have exhauihd the very iou, ce of urn truol-

TablF^xxii.
The Lauruf.rnus and the R.ofetreei

I'M
the quarters of a flirubbery, where deciduous planta^

5 ana ever~gr.eens were intermingled with an air of negli-

ftcnce, it. happened that a Rofe grew not far. from a Lau-

ruftinun The Rofe, enlivened by the br.ath of >«^, «*nd

attired in.all ita gorgeous blctroms, looked wuh much con-

»empton th.^ Lauruftmus, who had nothing to duplay but

ibe duller verdure of its leaves. What a wretched neigh-

bour, cried ilie,. is this ! and how ixnwu t .y to partake th^

honour of. mvconip:.nyl: Better to bloom and d»e mtbe

Sef^rMhAD to afTociateVelf here w,th fuch low and d.rty

.
v<^et;bUs. And is. thi. my ^<>t^^

L^^^-^^T.^^VI'"^' .^e""
v.,....r..a fn hnnour.andlevery Pbetconfpired to revc.

^Bcelas the uaiioubted fovereigu cf tk>«heid and gard^nt

.i
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If I really am fo, let my fubjeas at leaft keep their difta»»ce.

and let a circle remain vacant round me, Tunable to the

ftates my rank reqnires. Here, Gardner, bring thy hatchet;

pr.thee cut down this LaurutV.nus ; or at leatt remove it
•

to Its proper fphere. Be pacfied, my lovely Ro(e, replied

the Gardner, enjoy i\iy fnvereignty with moderation, a.id

thouihalt receive all th. homage which tay beauty caa

requ re. But remember that in wmter, when neither thoa

nor any of thy tribe produce one flower or lea to cheer

r, this faithful Snrub. which thou d.fpiieft, w,U become

theVlorv of my garden. Prudence therefore, as well as gra-

!L., [s^oncemed in the protedion of a friend, that w.ll

(h-w bis Friendjhip in adverjUy*
"

"^
FABLE XXXI II.

The Senfuhe- Plant and the Palm tree.

THE Scnfttive Pl^nt being brought out of the green-

houfe on a fin. fummer's day, and placed in a beau,

titul grove adorned with the fineit foreit trees, and the

moft curious plants, began to give himfelf great a.rs, and

to treat all tl at were about him with ^""*^^P«^"^^"^^. ^"^
difdain.--Lord ! fays he, how could the Gardener think

of fetting me among a parcel of trees ;
grols, inanitnatc

things, mere vegetables, and perfect ftocks I Sure he does

not take me for 'a common plant, when he knows, that 1

have tiie fenfe <y^ feeling in a more exquiiite degree than he

has himfelf: it really Ihocks me to iee into what wr^etchet

low company he has introduced me ; 'tis mare ihan the

delicacy of n.v conititution, and the extieme tenderne s of

my nerves can bear. Pray, Mrs. Acacia, ftand a little

farther oflF, and don^t prefume quite fo much upon your

idle pretence of being my coufin. Gooo Mr. Citron, kcejy

your diftance I befecch you i
your ftrong fccni S^')^^ ^^^'j;

powers me. Friend Palm- tree, your
^^"^^f , ^*p^^. '

Itaily more than I am .ble ro fupport. The lofty Palm-

tree, as he was fhooting up his head with '"^^
J^^'^ ''f'''

under the weight that was hung upon it, condefcended tc>

rebuke the imoertinent creatuie in the foilowm^ manner.

Thoi*
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Thou ve-etable fnbble ! learn to know thyfelf, and thy

own worthlefsnefs and infignificance. 'I hou vaiueft thy-

ftlf on a vicious foftnefva falfe delicacy, the very d.h^

and imbecility of thy nature Wha, art thou good for^

thatffannkt^ftatatouch, and droop.ft at a brearhof air j

ffeeble and barren, a pcrpt-ti al torment to thyteif, and

Wholly ufelefs to others? Whcrea* we, whom thou irea-

teft wi^h fuch difdain, make a gratetal return to man tor

his care of us : fome of us yield him. fru-it, others arc fer.i-

ceable to him by their ftrcngth and firmnefs ;
we (hade

him from th. heat of the Sun, and we dcf.nd^h.m from the

violence of tlie winds ; 1 am particularly diftingu.flitd tor

my hardinrfs and pet fcverance, my iteadinefs and conitancy;

and on account of ihofe very qualities which thou wantert,

and afFeaeft to defpife, have the honor to be made the em-

Wem of conquert, and tne rev/ard of the con^jucror.

FABLE XXXIV.
TJ^g Tentyrites end the Ichneuman,

CRC'^'ODiLE of prodigious ftze, and uncommon

^ fierce«ers, infefted the banks of the Nile, an.d fpread

,Ktolationtoan the fieigbeurin- couotry. He feized th^

Shepherd, together with the Sheep, and devoured the

Herdfman as w<ll as the Cattle. Emboldened by fuccels,

a«d the terror which prevailed whe.ever he appeared, he

ventured to carry his incurfions evenjnto th^jftand of

Tentyfa. and to brave the people, wko boaft
^^^^f;^^^

the on!y^ tamers of his race. The Tentyrites themfelves

were ftruck with horror at the appearance of a monlter lo

much more terrible than they had ever feen bef<.ie :
even

the boldefl: of them dared not to attack h.ni openly ;>
and

the tnoftexpe'^ienced long endeavoured with all their art

andaddref8tofurprifehi«i,butinvain. As they were con-

fuiting together, what they fhould do in thefe c.rcumrtan.

C€8, an IcLeumoH ftepped forth, and thus addxelTed them;

r perceive your diftrefs, neighbours; and though I cannot

you fome advice that may be of ufe to you for the future.
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^S
A little prudence is Worth all your courage : it may be

glorious to over cornea great evil, but the wifcft way^is to

prevent it. You d<:(pife the Crocodile while he i* imall

and weaki and do not fufficientlv conJidcr, that as he is a

long-lived animal, fo 'tis his peculiar property to grow ai

long as he lives. You fee I am a poor, little, feeWe crea-

ture; yet am I much more terrible to the Crocodile, and

more ufeful to the country, than you are. I attack him irt

the egg J and while you are contriviiig for months toge-

thei", hdw to get the better of one Crocodile, and all t«

nopurpofe, 1 effeaually deftroy fifty of them iii a day.
___.

. FABLE " XXXV.
T/ir Tulip and the Rofe*

A TULIP and a Rofe happened to be near neighbours

in the fame garden. They were both jndeed ex-

tremely beautiful i yet the Rofe engaged confiderably

more than an equal fharc of the Gardener's attention.

Enamoured, as in tiuth he was, of the delcious odours he

diffnfed, he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip, to be al-

ways Icifling ::.nd carreiTrng it. Theenvy and^ealoufy of

rival beautie;. are noteaftiy to be concealed. 1 he Tulip,

Vain of Its external charms, and unable to bear the thought

of bemg forfaken for another, remonftiated in thefe words

againfl the Gardener's partiality : Why are my beauties

thus negleaed f Are not my colours rooie bright, more

various, and more inviting, than any which that red-faced

thing has to diiplay ? Why then is (he to engrofs your

whole aftedtioii, and thus for ever to be preferred r—B«
not diflatisfied, my fair Tulip, faid the Gardner ,• lac-

knowledge thy beauties, and admire them as they dcferye.

But there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch attra£tiv»

odours, fuch internal charms, that 1 enjoy a banquet in

their fragrance, which no men beauty can pretend to fur-

nilh. ___-___, ^

^ FABLE XXXVT;
The IVoodcock and the Mallard,

WOODCOCK and a Mallard were feeding toge-

ther ia fome marlhy ground at the tail of a milU
pond,

A
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/ Tord fav8 the fqueamiOi Woodcock, in wh»t a

pond.
I'<''''\'tr,ftW manner do you devour all that

^°"'TVrfvouNeirhe Snail, /rog. Toad, nor any

comes before you .
i^c '

enormous appe-

kind of fiitb, can efcape .he f"'/

"J
V° ^ ^ ^j^^^^^

^/!- /"
"^^Wh^ranXus V e°:Xo»,. Good-lack !

dUlinaion—What an °<"""
^ („ ^e my acculer?

replied the Mallard,
P^'»yl'°"'"tc/cya right to c.nfure

,„'d ,vhence has
y;'";«"Se 'o7^''^*y °"^'* '""'^^

'

„,y plain eating? Is
''.;', "T°,o be pleafcd with the

Or is it not indeed
»^'""^,[t s'dv I would fooner be

food which nature «ff«" .

"'J„^.^ fi^.ical and fickly

:St rwhS rwet-p^i .oS;ound your fupe-

rt'of'-V^^'^- ^
i^prte'^h'^r;: ;fa,ve pamons.

Thus endeavouring to P*"'*'' '";',' ^„, Xhe Mal-

„,r Epicures P--^;'^,\ra:b e^w^K was in reahty

lard balling to devour fome garoag ,

.^edinefs,

, ,,,V, i->ne'liatdy gorged
a^>ok thr

^

S^,,
,

and overfigWt ;
wnile >:»*

.^i^,, was entangled in

f:2:';r ro/Ht w ;h:t°;:rvU f^^^i^ng each o. the.

I "atr'ifceto thcir diff.en, but .g««Ho|bles^_

— FablTxxxvii.
•rt. *-«o Trouts and toe Gudgeon. _

. TTTQm-LviAN n the month of May, flood ang-

^'^ ''"r^t b 't wUH 1^ much art, that a young

fly, he threw hsba-tw
^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^j

Trout v/as rufh.ng t°*^'7 "'
c,,i,j be too piecipi'

by h=t mother. Never,
f^'^/^^'J'JJ

"''',"'
Take due time

Z^, where there is a poihb.l.t of^^angr^^
^ ^^ ^^^^,_

to confider, "'^f"-
y^", .^^ p^^.^ce be j/^.^/ a fly, or

How know vou.wuetner yon 1.
^^^^.„ ,„. ,x.

tUe (..are .f a,, e.emy ^et fome one
^^^^^.^ ^^„

per.M.cnt M"f V°''- ^^ '\
^, ^ "J, j n«y be maJe, .f not

elude the firtt attack-,
^"f

''; [^'^^lJ had no iooner ut-

w.th fuccefs, at 'eal w.th tgety -
-^^^ J^, ,,, ,,,.

s 1 111 '

'I 1,

111!
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tended fly, and became an example to the giddy daughter,

of the great importance of her mother^s counfel.
.

The Stars and the Sky Rocket.

AS a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, /^-cended through

the air, and ohterv.d the itream of light that d.ftm-

cu.ihedhis palFage, he could not forbear exulting .n h.s

devation, and calling upon the Stars to do h.m reverence.

Behold, faid he, what gazing multitudes admire the luftre

cf my train, whilft all your feeble fparks of light pats un-

obfer^ved, or dilregarded ! The Stars heard h.s empty boa(

with a fllent indignation : The Dog Star only vouchfaf.d

to anfwer him : How weak are they, faid he who value

thcmfelves on the voice of popular applaufc !
Tis true the

novelty of thy appearance may procure to thee more admi-

ration from vulgar minds than our daily fplendourscan at-

traa, although indeed a lafting miracle. But donotefh-

matc thy importance by the capricious fancy of ill judg-

ing: mortals. Know thyfelf to be but the gaudy pageant

of a few moments, the tranfient gaze of a giddy and igno-

rant multitude. Even while I fpeak, thy blaze is halt ex-

tinguiftied, and thou art at this inftant Onking into perpe-

tual oblivion. Whereas our fires were lighted up by Hea-

ven for the admiration and advantageof the univerfe; and

our glory fhall endure forever. ^ .

' FABLE XXXiX.
TIu Farmer and his three Enemies,

A WOLF, a Fox and a Hare, happened one eVcninr

to be foraging in different parts of a Farmer's yard.

Their firft effort was pretty fuccefsful, and they returned

in fafety to their feveral quarters; however, not fo happy

as to be unperceived by the Farmer's watchful eye ; who

D^acing feveral kinds of fnares, made er.ch his pnfoner in

the next attempt, fie firft took the Hare to tafk wh^

confeffed (he had eaten a few turnip-tops, merely to fatts-

fy her hunger: befought him piteoufly to fpare her 1 ife,

and promifed never to enter his grounds again. He then

accoftcdthe Fox, who in a fawning obf^quious ton^ rjn-

, I tcacu

•4f
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tefted that he cair.e into his pretrifes throw no other ino-

tive than pure good-will, to leftiain the Hares, and other

•rermin, from the plunder of his corn } and that, whatever

evil tongues might fay, he had too great a regard both for

him and for juftice to be in the l«ff "pable f »ny <"'fl>°-

neft aaion. He laftof all examined the VVolf what bufi-

iiefs brought him ^vithin the purlieus of a Farmer s yardf

The Wolf very impudently declared, it was with a view

ef deftroying his Lambs, to which he had an undoubted

rieht • that the Farmer himfelf was the only felon, who

lobbed the community of Wolves of what was meaiit tobe

their proper food. That this, at leaft,was his opmion ;

and whatever fate attended him, he fhould not fcruple to

rift his life in the purfuit of his lawful prey.

The Farmer having heard their pleas, determmed the

caufe in the following manner : The Hare, fa.d he, de-

ferves companion, for the penitence fheftews, and the

humble confeffion he has made :_As forfhe Foxad

Wolf, let ihm be hanged together ; criminals alike With

refpea to the faS, they have alike heightened their equal

Euilt by the aggravations of hvpocrifv and of impudence.

^

—

-—-—FTBrE-^c:
the Snail and the Statue.

.

A STATUE of the MedUean Venus was erefled m
a grove facred to beauty and the fine arts. I'^ rno-

dclt attitude, its elegant proportions, affifted by the f.tua-

t„n in which it was placed j attraded th. regard of every

debate obfe7v.-A Snail, who had fixed hi miel beneath

Jhe mouU ng ot the pedeftal, beheld with an ev.l eye the

admiration ifexcited. Accordingly watching his opportu-

ritT he ftrove. by trailing hi» filthy flime over every hmb

"nl featu e^ o oblterale thofe beauties which he could not

endure to hear fo much applauded An honeft linnet

however, who obferved him at his d-rt> work took the

freedom to affure him, that he would infallibly lofe bia

;in "r, although faid he, to an iniud|c,^

may 'ft fuily the perie
ri- „_ „f *k;o Ctn\(\r\f-i\ niece, vet a

more aCv urate aad clofe infpeaor will difcover its beauty.

ihrougK
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through all the blemiiheswith which thou baft endeavoured

to difafuifc it.^ ___e_-—— -

—

'*

r

*=

FABLE XLl';

The IVaUr-fdU.

FROM the head of a narrov^r valley that is wholly ovcr-

fhaded by the growth of trees, a large cafcade burlta

forth with a luxuriance unexp.aed. F.rft the current

ruihes down a precipice with headlong impetuofity ;
ihcu

daQied from ruck to rock, and divided as it rolls aiong by

(.aements of ttone or trunks of trees, \x aflumes a mi Ic-

white appearance, and (parkles thro' the gloom. All is m-

tricacy i all is profufion : and the tide, however ampie,

appears yet mou conliderable by the fantalbc growth of

roots that hide the limits of its channel. Thus boundmjr

down from one defcent to another, it no fooner gains the

level, than it finks beneath the earth, and buries all its glo-

ry at our feet.
, . , r /u i

A fpeaatcr, privy to the fcanty fourcc which furni.hci

out this grand appearance, ftood one day in a muting poi-

ture,and began to moralize on its prodigality. Ah, hliy

ttfeam-^ laici'tiffi why wiU ihbu- hatien to^ exttauft thy fourc^

and fbus wilfully incur the contempt that waits on pover.

ty ? Art thou ignorant that thy funds are by no means

equal to tnis expence ? Fear not, my kind adviftr, replied

the generous Calcade ; the gratitude I owe my maucfv

who colleaed my nils mto a itream, induces me to enter-

tain his friends in the beft manner 1 am able ; when okne^

I act with, more (economy.

FAV>Lh XLIL.
The Oak and thi Sycamore,'.

\k SYCAMORE grew b^fide an Oak j and being not
^

X Jl a little elevated by the fiifl warm days in fpiing,
'

began to ihoot forth his leaves apace, and to dcfpife the

naked Oak for hfenfibility and wantoffpirit. The Oak,

confcious of his luperior nature, made this philofophical

replv : Be not, my friend^ ^o much delighted with the

firit'nrecarious addrefs of every fickle zephyr : confider, the

rcturii; and if thou covcteitan eaual maremay y
with
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with me in all the glories of the rifing year, do not afFord

them an oppoitunity to nip thy beauties in their bud. As

lor myfelf, 1 only wait to fee this genial warmth a htllc

cufiFirmcd : and, whenever that is the ca(e, I fhall perhaps

diiplay a majeliy that will not eafily be (haken. But the

trtc which appears too forward to exult in the hrlt tavou-

lable glance or fpring, will ever be the icadicil tu drooi>

beiieaih the frowns of winter,

FABLE XUII.
7 he JVoif and iht Shepherds Do^

/% WOLF ranging over the foreft, came writhin the

A bo.Jers ofa Sheep-walk; when meeting with a

S'hcpherd's Dog, that with afurly fort of a growl demanded

h« bufifltrs there, he thought proper to put on as innocent

an appearance as he :ould, and protefted upon bis honour

ti>at he meant not the leaft offence. I am afraid, fa.d ih^

l)o<r, the pl-dge of your hanour is but a poor depohte tor

you'r honefly: you muft not take it amils, if I obj-^t to

x\s^jecurity. No (lur upon my reputation, replied the Woir^

] brg of you. My fenfe of honour is as delicate, ad my

iTcat atchievemcnts are renowned. I would not leave a

Urn upon my meniory for the world. The fame of wbat

are conuTionly called great atchievements is very precious,

to be fure^ returned the Dog; almoft equal to the charac-

ter of an excellent btitcher, a gallant highwayman, or an

expert alfafTm. While the Dog was yet fpeaking, a Lamb

happened to ibay within reach of our hero. 'I he tempt^-

1 on was iironoer than he was able to rthft : he Iprung

upon his preyfand was fcouring haftily away with it.—

However, the Dog ieized and held him, till the arrival o

tne Shcpheid, who took mealures for his execution J^it

as he was gom^r to difpatch him, I obierve, fays the Dog,

ihat one of your noble atchievements is the dcltruclion ot

the innoeejit. You are welcome to the renown, as you a^e

a'fo to the reward of t. As for me I fliall prefer the credit

Cif having honejiiy dei'ended my rnaaer's piopcrty, to any

fame you. have ac.ci^uirua by mus heroically vtvading tt.

IFAB. XLIV*,
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FABLE XLIV.
Tht Mujfiroom and thi Acorn.

K N Acoin fell from the top of an old venerable Oalc,

j\ full on the head of a Mufhroom that unhappily

Jprung up beneath it. Wounded by the blow, the Mulh-

room complained of the incivility. Impertinent upltart,

replied the Acorn, why didft thou, with familiar boldncls

approach fo ne-r to thy fuperiors ? Shall the wretched ot^-

fpring of a dunghill prcfume to raile its head on a fpot en*

nobled by my anceftoVs for fo many generations ? I do not

mean, returned the MuQiroom, to difpute the honour of

thy birth, or to put my own in competition with it; on the

contrary, I muft acknowledge that I hardly know from

whencel fprung. Butfure 'tis mmt^ and not mere anceftry,

that obtains the regard of thofe whofe approbation is truly

valuable; .1 liave 7;>f/« perhaps to boalfj butfurely thou,

who haft.tkus:infulted me, qanft have no pretence to boaft

any, I plcafe the palates of mankind, and give a poignant

flavour toitheir moft elegant entertai ncnts ; while thou,

with alLthS pride of thy anccftry, art fit only to fatten Hogs-
"^

^fablTYlv^ ~
.

JVtsdom and Cunningi'^,

S UTs'dom,' in the form of a beautiful young lady, was ~

' travelling along the road, it happened that fhe wa3

bentght^d, and loli h«r way.\ She had not however wan-

dercd far, >vhei> perce.ving a^ light glimmer from a win-

dow .at iorae^diftance^ fhe endtavoured to direct her fteps

towafds^ the houfe where it apmaied. This proved to be

nc} othei than fhe miferahie abode of felfpjnejs'y who be-

neath thef mblancc of a cburlilh and clofe- fitted Peafanf,

hasdlongtaken up.hi? refidence in this lontTome habitation.

She;.knpcked at.the.door, t,o encjuire her way. The Lout

opeRfd. it with: caution \ but, beiog immediately (Irucic

with the uncacnmon luftre of fo fine a figure, he found

his appetitciawake, and became impatient for the grat ii-

cation of \K.,\ Wisdom, on the other hand, feeling a.i utt:;c

detelUtioa ©f him, Would have v^iUiugly withdrawn her-
'a

itv£ P *
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fclf i
but alas! it was too late. He took advantage of

her. dUtfefs, feizcd. and fonrcJ her to ki :. bed.. Nine

mouths alterwards ihc was delivered of, ^ fquint.cytd,

lallow faced imp, unto whom (he could never be induceu

CO llicw anv marks of natural atfta*un. She wouid not

ev^n own him, for. her proper offspring; and he was put

into the hands of Dullnefs,, to be narfed and educated a,

her difcretion.. As he arrived to years of maturity, hc

was known by the name of Cunnin(;. Some famt relem-

blance which he bora of his Alciha; procured him a dc-

uree of refpea among perfons of (mall difcernment j
anU

he au' wed fomewhat of her avJdref? in regard to the means

hy wnich he gained his ends ; bat he had fo much ot the

i'^//<-rr, as never to extend his aims to any truly noble or;

iocial atchicvi-ment.

FABLE XLVr.
The Tcad and the Gold-filh.

S'a Gold fifh newly brought from the warm regonss

. «^ of the eaft, difpUyed his beauties in the Sun
; ^

'1 Odd, who had long eyed h m with no fmall degree ot

©uvv, broke out into this exclamation : How part.ai and

how fantallic is^tbe favour of mankind !
legardlcls-ot tve-

•

ry ejw<:ellence that is obvious and famibar ^ and only

ilrnck with wliat is impoued from a diflani climate ara^

lariie expejice. ! What,a pompouj bafon is here cpnltrutt-

^, and what extreme fondnefs is here (hewn (or this in^

fti^nifuar.t (Granger !
VVhileay^wo^rw/Wof my importance

is ne[;leeUd, ihunned; and ev<>rv perfecuted.. burely were

1 to appear in China, I fiiould receive the fame, or pe haps

' grcattf: honours thair are lavifiicd hae u^-on this tmltii

iiivourite.
, , i r -^

Thf Gbld-fifh, a)nfc}ousci hisrcal beauty,^0i*J fo-ne--

whataiygry, to be tbus-ii>ruUcd by, fo veiy.unfigi.tly andi

atfofmi^a a.creatute, made this rational; reply,, it muitt

b2 Go^ftiled that the opinions of; men a*e fomtttimes gm-

it:J.bv.tho canrlcc vou mention* Yttas for sne and the

i^A rr.x triW,., iViS. WiH kmm^ ^"^^^^^^ vve are aum.rcoi
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in England, we arc not lefs admired at home rhcing the ce

•Itcemcd by the grcatcit mandarins, fed by Itated officers,,

and Iodised in balons us fupcrb as any your nation l>as to^

boalt "Perhaps then, noiwithltanding your fage remark,,

thcre'ar.- fome virtues and fume qpalitics that pUale aixi-

difauft almoft univerfaliyi and as^ innocence, joined ta

beauty, fcldam fails to procure cftcem,ro malice, added tu>

deformity, will cau fe as fegneral a dcteflation.

—
FABLE XLVIL. ,

"The. Harrnit*

A CERTAIN Hermit had fcoopcd his cave near the*

fummit of a lofty mountain,, from whence he had.

an opportunity of furvcyinga large extent, both of fea and

land. He fit. one evening, contemplating with picafiir^;

Oil ihe various objeas that lay difFufedbe^Dre him. The

woods were drelltd in the bnghltd verduie ; the thickets

adorned with the gayeftblolfoms.. The birds caroled be-

neath the branchrs ;; the lambs frolicked around the meads,,

the pcafant whiftled befide his team ; and the fhips, on-

veil by gentle ga!es,,were returning fafcly into their proper*

harbours,. In (hort,- tt)e arrival cf fpring had doubly enii-

vcned the whole fcene before his eyes : and every lubjctt.

yielded a difplay either oi beauty or of hafpinefj.

On a fudden arofe a violent ftorm. The winds muf-

tered all their fury,, and whole forefts of oak lay fcattered

on ihe ground. DaikntTs inftanily fucceeded ; haiMtoncs

and rain were poured forth in catarads^.and lightning a:iJ.

thunder added horror to the gloom*.
tf /

And now the fea, piled up in mountains, bore aloft tli3

large It velVJs, while the horrid uproar of iis waves drovvn-

ed the Ihrieks off the wretched mariners.. When the

whole lempell had e.^haufted its fury; it was initanily fcU

lowed by^the ihock of an earthquake..

TFiC. poof inhabitants Q& a neighboarihj? village flocked?

incrnwfis to our Hirmit's cave ; rdig:iouliy bopi.jg, thi^t.

his well-known fanciity would piotedt them.in th/ir diC

Ti,*'v wtre. however, iiota httie furprifed at tne.-Xi,.

profound.

y'
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.

profound tranquility th^tt appeared in his countenance.-*-

«My friends/', faidhe^" be not difmayeil.' rerrible ta

iwe.aa well as to >«, would have been the war of elements

we have juft beheld ; but that 1 have meditated with fo

much altentionoathe various works of Providence, as to

bcpcrfuaded that h\s geodm/s i s cqu^ to his power"
^

FABLEi XLVlILi.
The Divei

DOVE that had a mate and young ones,h^ppenmg

to fpy her cage door open^ was driven by a (uddea

Jmoulfe to fly out into an adjacent grove* There perched

upon the bough of a fycamore, (he fat asit were wrapt m
deep contemplation > not recovering from her reverie, un-

til the owner drew nigh unfeen^and brought her back to .

her little family.
.i. , * j«

Art thou notafhamcd then, fays her mate, thiis to de-

fert th- helplefs offspring ? Art thou not br^fe to abandon

mc for the company of birds to whom thou art a ftranger?

Couldlhavf harboured fuch a thought ? I, whohavebecA .

ever conftant to our firft engagement, and mutt have died

of mere dcfpair, hadft thou not returned to my embraces ? :

But how, aias ! returned ! not as it feems, by chcwce, but :

in^fnared by dint of artifice, and brought hither .by con--

*"HaVe patience, replied :he rambhr, and hear the plea of

thy repentant maie. Witnefs all ye powers of wedlock, ye .

that know what pafibs in the hearts of Doves, lUv^r, be-

fore this unhapoy moment, I felt a wiih to part from theel^

the door, Co fd iom open, allowed but one moment tor de-

liberation, and i happened to decide amifs. When remo-

ved to yonder wood, the air of liberty breathed fo, f^eet,

that, witn horror i ^p«ak it, I felt a fuipenle about retur-

nilig to the cage. Pardon, i pray thee, this one cr»me and

bewdlafi-ured IwiUnever repeat it. And th«t thou may ft

be the more induced to pardon me, know, that the^loveof

liberty burus ever the ihongeft in the bofoms that are

molt ppen to (jODjugai affcaion ana tUe love of mtnyuung.
' ^

'
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7he K'nlitlns^ale and the Bullfinch.

A TMinHTINGALL and a Bullfinch occupieled tW»

fame dull tune that he had l.^»'"'' ""
f J^' * ."^ /pffays

weary of the dlfgufttul repet.fon. What
"YJ;^/";"" ^^

the Bullfinch one day to his neighbour, that your mug

;S he Nightingale IS obviou. your- -ce .^e^f

J-

a:d\K;:r your -rarai"i"eVto^

thinfnew Vor/*./ ^uarUr. Ho* then can you fuppofe

ty^Jl yften to a fongHer, |from whom «olhi -g natwe or

erigittal is to be expedcd ?
__

FABLE h..

The F-ihtin' Ciiis 4»d to* Titrhyt

TWO Cocksof ti.c'genuine game breed metbychanM

u.on the confines of their refped^ive *»1J^»-

Jf^^^j^
creal and form fouls the fealleft matter '"''rn^^e atfo

J
icc.fioafor difpute. They app.oaca each other wi<h^P"de

and .ndignationi they look defiance; they
f_'°«//.^';;'t"^

and iniofedialely commences a long and bloody battle. U
was (ouEhi on both iides wnU '.o much coungc and dex-

^c <v !hey-ave and received fuch deep and defperae

wound -V that they both lay down upon che tu.f ut erly

r,en blinded and difabled. VVhilc this was their l.tua lon,

a'Tuky that had been a fpeclaor of all tliat palled be-

:Jee-n^m drew near
^^f^^J;^;;!,^^^;^:^

could fcarce have happened among the moll comentious o

aUc eature,, Mem'^Becaufe you have crowed pernaps «,

•fcun upoa ih'. taxiwsies of bis r.vaU you have both>
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rendered yourfelves mifcrable for the remainder ofyour

days."

A
meats

FABLE LL
*fh£ Kmg'fjher and the Sparrox^.

S a King filher was fitting beneath the (hade, upon

- -the banks of a river, (he was furp.rifed on a fudden by

the fluttering of a Sparrow, that had eloped: from the

neighbouring town, to vifit her. When the firft complu

ents were over, •' How is it pomble/' faid the SparroWj.

mat a bird fo finely adorned can think of fpending all

her days in the very depth of retirement ? The golden plu-

mage of your breaft, the (hining azure of your pinions,..

were never given you to be concealed, but to attract the

wonder of beholders. Why then Ihould you not endeavour

to know the world, and be at the fame time, yourlelf both

known and admiicd ?" You are very complailant at leatt,.

yeplicil rhc King-filher, to conclude that my being e^^ir^^,

would be the con(t quence of my being knoxm. But it ha*?^

icmetimts tJeen my toti m tfW!oiHm»i*»v «.^».-7—"-»*——
qucnt, to hear the complaints of beauty that has been ne-

gUaedjand of w/^r/A that has beendefpifed. Poflibly it

does notalw:\j^s happen, that even Juperior excellence is

found to excite admiration, or to obtain encoutagement.

I have learned, befides, not to build my happinels upon

the op nion of other?, ^o much as upon felf-conviaion, and

the approbation of my own heart. Remember,! am aKing-

iiiher i thefe woods and ftreams are my delight ;
and lo

long asth«y are (fee from winds and tempefts, believe me,.

I ain perfedly content w th my fituation. Why therefore

{bould 1 court the noife and buftle of the world, which 1

find fo little agreeable to my native dilpofition ? ^i may be

th^ joy of a Sparrow to indulge his curiofity, and to dil-

play his eloquence. I, for my part, love filcnce, privacy,

,

and contemplation j and think that every one (houJd con-

iuit the native bid* ot, nis lemp-r, uciwi^ »^ v»v ..-=-- —
way i)£ life in w.hich he expea* to meet w ^h happinels.
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FABLE LU.
the Bee and the Spider.

ON the leaves and flowers of the fanae fliruh, a Spider

and a Bee purfued their feveral occupations :
the

one covering her thighs with honey 5 the other diftcnding

his bag with poifon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye ob-

liquely at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen on the lu.

periority of her produaions. And bow happens it laid he, in

a peevifh tone, that I am able to collea nothfng but poifoR

from the felf-fame plant that fupplies thee with honey? My
pains and induftry are notlefs than thine: in thofe rcfpedts

we are each indefatigable. It proceeds only, replied the Bee,

from the different difpoAtions of our nature; mine gives a

pleafmg flavour to every |thing I touch, whereas thine

converts to poifon, what by a difFerent procefs had ^ecii

the pureit honey»

&' ^tl 'v//"#̂
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