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DEDICATORY EPISTLE

TO THE

YOUTH OF CAPE BRETON.

1 pepicare and address to you, my dear friends, this
volume of letters upon the History of Cape Breton—
compiled and written for your special use—for the fol-
lowing reasons :—

When I first visited the island, more than forty years
ago, my professional duties led me into various districts,
at that time quite destitute of inns and the ordinary means
of locomotion. Thus I was frequently compelled to ask
from the inhabitants both shelter and subsistence, as well
as aid in moving from place to place. I need hardly say
that in the comfortable houses of the merchants and the
farmers—in the log huts of the new settlers—in the wig-
wams of the wandering Indians—in short, everywhere T
received a hearty and hospitable welcome.  In later years,
during a long residence at one locality, T had the happiness
of enjoying the friendship of a wide circle of neighbours of
all ranks.  And lastly, when failing health and advancing
age obliged me to return to my native land, I received
so many proofs of the affection and regard of my numer-
ous friends, that I felt bound to express my acknowledg-
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ments in some more substantial shape than even the
warmest thanks for their kind adieux and good wishes.
Having often had occasion to regret the want of a
history of the island, it occurred to me that, if I could
supply this want, I might thereby be enabled to give
proof of the sincerity of my grateful recollections, and
at the same time render you an acceptable service. I
am aware that you will find, in some recent histories of
Canada and Nova Scotia, short accounts of the island, and -
narratives of the two celebrated sieges of Louisbourg;
but in your case much more than these is required.
There are also in many books, both ancient and modern,
in European libraries, scattered fragments of Cape Breton
history, and in the rich stores of the State Paper Office
many valuable documents relating to the island ; but as
all these are inaccessible to you, I concluded that I could
not occupy my leisure time in a more profitable way
than in collecting, from all the sources within my reach,
every serap of intelligence that would be interesting to
you, and in arranging it in chronological order. Having
had little experience in writing for the press, especially
with the precision indispensable in historical works, I
determined to address you in familiar letters—a form to
which I have been more accustomed—feeling assured
that I could in that way make myself better understood.
As my object was to write a history of Cape Breton
only, 1 endeavoured in the first instance to treat of
matters relating to the discovery, settlement, and pro-
gress of the island ewclusively ; but I soon found it was
so closely connected, both geographically and politically,
with the neighbouring provinces, that it was impossible
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to give a clear and intelligible account of 1ts history
without at the same time submitting contemporary
sketches of the discovery and settlement of Canada, Nova
Scotia, and Newfoundland. My work has in consequence
been considerably increased in bulk ; but as some of you
may not have histories of these provinces to refer to, I
trust the short sketches given in the following letters
may prove useful. My aim all through has been to
submit the information obtained from old books and
official documents, wherever it was possible, in the form
of extracts from the originals, in the exact words and
orthography of the writers. You will sce at a glance
that my letters, in a literary point of view, have no claims
upon your attention. I have tried ¢to tell the story as
‘twas told to me” If I have succeeded in making it
intelligible and useful, my object has been fully accom-
plished. I have industriously sought for information
wherever there was the slightest prospect of finding it;
and having pointed out the soarces from whence it was
obtained, T hope future historians may derive some bene-
fit from my labour and rescarches.

For the great bulk of the most important matter
embodied in the following letters, T am under great
obligations to Sir Roderick Murchison for free aceess to
the extensive library of the British Muscum, and to his
Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos for permis-
sion to examine and make extracts from the voluminous
colonial documents in the Public Record Office.  To the
courteous and obliging officers of both these truly noble
national institutions T beg to tender my sincere thanks
for their valuable aid in guiding me in my researches.
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I must not forget also to thank my Cape Breton friends
—-the Honourable John Bourinot, Consul of France, his
Honour Mr. Justice Dodd, and James P. Ward and Henry
W. Crawley, Esquires, for the perusal of some valuable
documents in their possession.

In bidding you farewell, I can say, with all truthfulness,
it will ever be to me a cause of much gratification that
my destiny led me in my younger days to your highly
favoured island, where I spent so many years of a happy,
and T trust, not altogether useless life. The recollection
of those bygone years will last as long as life and memory
endure ; and I shall ever hope and pray that you, my
young friends, may live to see your country attain the
high rank to which it is justly entitled by its geogra-
phical position and vast natural resources.

Ever faithfully yours,

RICHARD BROWN.
Loxvox: May, 1869.
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CAPE BRETON

LETTER L
TO THE YOUTH OF CAPE BRETON.

I AM AWARE, my dear friends, that you, who have the happiness
of calling Cape Breton your home, are well acquainted with
its vast natural resources ; but as there are many persons, both
in England and the United States, deeply interested in their
suceessful development, I hope you will not consider that I am
neglecting the special object of these Letters in here giving a
short account of the physical geography of the island for their
information. Iam the more inclined to adopt this course, because
I hope it will be the means of dispelling some very erroneous
notions which have been widely circulated respecting the soil,
climate, and capabilities of your highly-favoured island.

If you refer to a map of North America, you will observe
that the island lies hetween the parallels of 45° 27’ and 47° 3’
north, and the meridians of 59° 47" and 61° 32’ west; and is
bounded on the north-east and south-east by the Atlantic
Ocean, on the south-west by George’s Bay and the Gut of
Canso, and on the north-west by the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Its length from north to south is 110 miles, and its width from
east to west 87 miles. On the south it is separated from Nova
Scotia by the Gut of Canso—a navigable strait 15 miles in
length, and about 1 mile in width. Cape St. Lawrence—its
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2 ('APE BRWTON.

most northern extremity—is about 70 miles from Cape Ray in
Newfoundland,

The whole cireuit of the island, with the exception of the
north-west coast, is indented by deep bays and inlets, often
terminating in excellent harbours, A great portion of the
interior is occupied by an estuary, or arm of the sea, called the
Bras I'Or Lakes, which communicates with the ocean by means
of two marrow channels opening into Spanish Bay on the
north-east coast, These lakes divide the island into two un-
equal parts, or peninsulas, united by an isthmus less than half
a mile in width,

Few countries of the same limited extent present such varied
natural features as the island of Cape Breton,  In the western
division, the great promontory extending from Margarie and
St. Ann’s to Cape St. Lawrence, covering an area of 1,100
square miles, is one vast plateau or table-land, clevated in
some places more than 1,200 feet above the level of the sea.
It is bounded on three of its sides by a coast line of bold
rugged bluffs and lofty precipices, furrowed by deep clefts
and gorges, partially covered by serubby spruce and pine.
Three ranges of hills, as you will observe by referring to the
map at the end of this volume, branch oft’ from the fourth side
of the table-land in a southerly direction.  The first range ex-
tends from St. Ann’s to Great Baddeck, being hounded on
the east by the Baddeck river, and on the west by the Wa-
gamatcook ; the second or middle range extends from the
source of the east branch of the Margarie river to Why-co-
comah ; and the third from Margarie river to Mabou, between
Lake Ainslie and the sea-coast.

Neither the middle nor the western range is continuous, the
first being separated from  the table-land by the Margarie
river, andgg the second by a deep gorge or ravine running at
right angles with the course of the Wagamatcook, from near
its source to the Forks of the north and south branches of the
Margaric.

Another large tract of highlands lies between St. George's
Bay and Why-co-comah, which throws off' two branches, one
running ecasterly, hetween the basin of the river Denys and
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the West Bay, the other southerly, between the Gut of Canso
and the valley of the river Inhabitants. Proceeding easterly,
we find a detached range of elevated land, about ten miles in
length, between St. Patrick’s Channel and the Straits of
Barra; and still farther, in the same direction, a lofty range,
hetween St. Ann’s Harbour and the great entrance of the Bras
d'Or Lakes, which terminates in the rocky promontory of
Cape Dauphin,

All the high lands in the western division, except the
southern end of the range lying between the Gut of Canso
and the valley of the river Inhabitants, consist of syenite,
gneiss, mica slate, and other metamorphic rocks of old date,
A coarse conglomerate, the basis of the carboniferous system,
rests upon the flanks of many of the hills, which in some places
attain an elevation of 600 fect. Between PPort Hood and
Margarie, the upper beds of the carboniferous svstem, contain-
ing some workable seams of bituminous coal, occur in the
clifis, being the eastern margin of an extensive coal field lying
under the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Similar beds
of coal also occur in the low country, between the Gut of
Canso and St. Peter’s, but they are of small economic impor-
tance. The valleys, and the low country generally, interven-
ing between the hills above mentioned, consist chiefly of

* sandstones, shales, limestone, and gypsum, of the lower car-
boniferous system.

In the eastern division of Cape Breton there are only two
ranges of hills of considerable elevation : one running parallel
and near to the shore of Bras d’'Or Lake, from St. Peter’s to
the head of the East Bay; the other from Long Island, nearly
to the Straits of Barra.  These hills consist chiefly of syenite,
granite, and metamorphic rocks.  From St. Peter’s to Scatari
the coast-line is generally low, with oceasional bluffs of clay
and gravel, and small lakes at frequent intervals, separated
from the sea by barriers of sand and shingle. The land on
this coast rises gradually from the sea towards the interior,
presenting a swelling and undulating outline, but it nowhere
reaches a greater elevation than 300 feet, except at the head
of Gabarus Bay. A low but uneven tract of great extent
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occupies the interior between these undulating hills and the
range bordering on the Last Bay, through which flow dhe
Grand, the Salmon, and the Mird rivers. The low hills on
the coast consist chiefly of metamorphosed Devonian and upper
Silurian rocks—the low country in the interior, of sandstones,
shales, and limestones, of the carboniferous system.

From Scatari to the great entrance of the Bras d’Or Lakes,
the numerous bays and harbours which indent the coast are
bounded by cliffs varying from 20 to 100 feet in height, with
here and there long beaches or dunes of sand produced by the
abrading action of the ocean. The land rises very gradually
from the coast towards the interior, to a height rarely exceeding
250 feet. The cliffs, composed of sandstones and shales of the
upper carboniferous formation, exhibit in many places valuable
seams of bituminous coal. They constitute the northern land
boundary of the Sydney coal field, which occupies an area of
250 square miles.  As the general dip of the strata is north-
east or seaward, this great area of productive coal measures
is in all probability the segment of a vastly greater area ex-
tending under the sea.

The country occupied by the upper and lower members of
the carboniferous system rarely attains an elevation of more
than 300 feet; so that if the whole island were depressed to
that depth, there would remain only an archipelago mostly com-
posed of long narrow islands of igneous and metamorphic rocks.

The principal rivers of Cape Breton are the Denys, the
Baddeck, and the Wagamatcook, which flow into the Bras
d’Or lakes; the Margarie, the Mabou, the Inhabitants, the
Grand, and the Mird, which discharge their waters into the
sea. Small freshwater lakes are very numerous, both in
the lowlands and the great plateau at the northern end of the
island; the largest is Lake Ainslie, the source of the southern
branch of the Margarie river, which covers an area of twenty-
five square miles.

Excellent harbours abound on the north-east, the south-east,
and the south-west coast; the harbours of St. Ann’s, the
great entrance of the Bras d’Or, Sydney, Louisbourg, Arichat,
Hawkesbury, and Port Hood, are navigable by ships of large
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burden; those of the little entrance of the Bras d'Or, Lingan,
Menadou, Baleine, Fourché, 1.’Ardoise, Inhabitants, Mabou,
and Margarie, are only suitable for vessels of a light draught.
The most remarkable feature in the physical geography of
Cape Breton is the Mediterranean Sea, called the Great and
Little Bras 'Or Lakes, which occupies an area of 450 square
miles in the very heart of the island. These two lakes are
united by a narrow channel—the Strait of Barra—and commu-
nicate, as has already been mentioned, with the ocean by two
entrances, one of which has sufficient depth of water for ships
of large burthen. All the basins, crecks, and inlets of the
lakes, can be navigated by vessels of a similar class. In the
middle of the Little Bras d’Or, between Boisdale and Boular-
darie, there is a depth of 114 fathoms, showing that the lake
bottom at that spot is depressed just as much below the surfuce
of the water as the opposite hills of syenite are elevated above
it. The scenery of the lakes is exceedingly striking and
diversified. Long rocky cliffs and escarpments rise in some
places abruptly from the water’s edge; in others, undulating
or rolling hills predominate, fringed on the shores by low white
cliffs of gypsum or red conglomerate; whilst the deep basins
and channels, which branch off in all directions from the
central expanse of waters, studded with innumerable islets
covered with a rich luxuriant growth of spruce and hemlock,
present views the most picturesque and diversified imaginable,
The scenery on the southern coast, from Port Hood to
Seatari, and on the north-east coast, from Scatari to the Bird
islands, is generally tame and uninteresting; but a sudden
change occurs when we reach the rugged promontory of Cape
Dauphin.  From hence to Cape North, the coast-line exhibits
steep ascents covered with serubby spruce and pine, and rocky
precipices rising abruptly from the sea to heights varying from
600 to 1,200 feet. Grand and very beautiful are the rocky
gorges and ravines which furrow these hills and precipices
between St. Ann’s and Ingonish, when first the golden rays of
the rising sun light up their deep recesses, and in an instant
make all clear and distinet, which just before was hid in the
dark shades of twilight,  Equally grand and picturesque is
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the red Syenitic escarpment of Smoky Cape, eapped with the
cloud from which it derives its name, with many a lofty head-
land in the background, and the peak of the Sugacloaf moun-
tain just peeping above the far distant horizon. On the
western coast, from Cape St. Lawrence to Margarie, scenery
of a similar character occurs; but it is the setting, not the
rising sun, which reveals all its hidden beauties.

Cape Breton comprises an area of 2,650,000 acres, exclu-
sive of the lakes in the interior.  About one-half of this area is
supposed to be fit for cultivation, which, before the island was
settled, was covered by dense forests of pine, spruce, hemlock,
birch, maple, and ash, with a few oaks and elms. The great
northern plateau, and the hills composed of igneous and altered
rocks, were then, as now, partially covered with a stunted
vegetation of spruce, rock maple, and birch.  The soil of the
first region is generally good, yielding abundant crops of grass,
wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, stone fruits, and garden vege-
tables. On the banks of some of the larger rivers there are
extensive tracts of rich aliuvial soil of great fertility.

Although lying within the temperate zone, the climate of
Cape Breton is marked by wide extremes of heat and cold;
but, owing to its insular character, and its proximity to the
Gulf Stream, the cold of winter is not so intense, nor the frost
0 continuous, as in Canada. During the summer the mercury
has occasionally been observed as high as 92°, but it does not
often exceed 75°. In winter it bas only once fallen, in the
course of the last forty years, to 30°, but it has frequently been
seen as low as 20° below zero.  Snow lies upon the ground
from December to April, but the atmosphere during that period
is generally bright and clear. In the spring the drift ice, in
its passage from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the ocean, is often
driven upon the north-cast coast by the easterly winds which
prevail at that season, chilling the atmosphere and retavding
the operations of the farmer, but it generally clears oft’ before
the middle of April, althongh it sometimes does not leave the
coast until the first week mm May. The summers of Cape
Breton, say from May to October, may challenge comparison
with those of any country within the temperate regions of the
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world.  During all that time there are perhaps not more than
ten fogey days in any part of the island, except along the
southern coast, between the Gut of Canso and Seatari.  Dright
sunny days, with balmy westerly winds, follow each other in
succession, week after week, whilst the mid-day heats are often
tempered by cool refreshing sea breezes.  Of rain there is
seldom enough s the growing erops more often suffer from too
little than too much. The rainy season, which sets in upon
the breaking up of the summer, is of brief duration, seldom
extending beyond the middie of November; and even this, the
most disagreeable season of the year, is often shortened by an
intervening week or two of warm balmy weather, known by
the name of ¢ the Indian Summer.’

The discovery of Cape Breton now demands our attention.
Owing to the prominent positien of the island, it may reason-
ably be inferred that it was discovered quite as soon, if’ not
sooner, than any of the other countries bordering on the At-
lantic.  According to certain ancient Icelandic manuscripts,
or Saga (as they are called), the whole of the eastern coast
of America, from Greenland to Nantucket, was discovered by
Norweigan rovers in the tenth century, soon after the settle-
ment of Iceland and Greenland.  The country called Hellu-
land, or Slateland in the Saga, was evidently Newfoundland ;
that called Markland, or Woodland, was Nova Scotia and
Cape Breton.! It is stated in the Saga that frequent voyages
were made during the eleventh and twelfth centuries to various
parts of the newly-discovered countries, and that, in 1347, a
vessel returning from Markland with a cargo of wood was
wrecked on the coast of Iceland. As Cape Breton is the
nearest country to Iceland which produces any wood, we may
reasonably conclude, if the Saga are worthy of credit, that the
island was well known and visited by the Northmen at least
500 years ago. Some modern writers pronounce the Saga
mere fables.  Baneroft says, ¢ They rest on narratives mytho-
logical in form and obscure in meaning; ancient yet not con-
temporary.”?  On the other hand, many learned men, who

' Torfieus, in his Vinlandia dntiqua,
¢ In his Hes? ry of the Unitrd States.,
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have devoted much time and labour to a careful study of the
Saga, have arrived at a very different conclusion.! It has
even been surmised by some writers that Columbus himself
first obtained information of the existence of a great continent
beyond the Atlantic, on his visit to Iceland in 1477, from in-
telligent natives of that island.? It is, however, quite certain
that the Saga were not known in Europe in the time of Co-
lumbus ; so that, after all, wherever he imbibed the idea, to
him alone must be assigned the honour of making a discovery
which ¢ caused great talk in all the court of King Henry VIL.,
insomuch that all men, with great admiration. aflirmed it to be
a thing more divine than human.’

This unlooked-for discovery of the West Indies by Columbus
soon brought other adventurous spirits into the field, anxious
to embark in similar enterprises; or, as Purchas quaintly says,
¢ Columbus, his fortunes awakened others’ industry, amongst
the rest John Cabot, a Venetian,” &e.*  As either John Cabot,
or his son Sebastian, beyond all doubt, coasted along the shores
of Cape Breton, I must give you a short account of their cele-
brated voyages, although, I dare say, many of you are already
well acquainted with all that is known about them.

John Cabot, a Venetian merchant, residing at Bristol, ap-
plied to king Henry VIL in the year 1494, for permission to
make a voyage to the north-west, for the purpose of discover-
ing a shorter route to India or Cathay (China); and, in the
year 1496, the king granted to him and his three sons, Lewis,
Sebastian, and Santius, ¢ full and free authoritie, leaue, and
power, to sayle to all partes, countreys, and seas, of the east,
of the west, and of the north, under our banners and ensignes,
with fiue ships of what burden or quantitie soeuer they be;
and as many mariners or men as they will haue with them in
the said ships, upon their own proper costes and charges, to
gceke out, discouer, and finde, whatsoeuer iles, countreys,

! The most eminent of these is Professor Rafn, of Copenhagen, the author of
the Autiqritates Americane, who has recently published the manuscripts, with a
translation in Latin.

* Washington Irving mentions this visit in his Life of Columbus.

4 Hakluyt's Collection of Voyages, &e.

¢ Purchas, His Pilgrims.
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regions, or prouinces, of the heathen and infidelles, whatsoeuer
they bee, and in what part of the world soeuer they be, whiche
before this time haue been vnknowen to christians. ... And
that the fcresaid John and his sonnes . . . may subdue, occupie,
and possesse, all such townes, cities, castles, and yles, of them
founde, which t]loy can subdue occupie, and possesse, as our
vassales and lieutenants, getting unto us the rule, title, and
jurisdiction. . . . Yet, so that the foresaid John and his sonnes
and heires and their deputies, bee holden and bounden of all
the fruites, gaines, and commodities, growing of such naviga-
tion . .. to pay vnto vs in wares or money, the fifth parte of
the capitall gaine so gotten, &ec.’!

Armed with these ample powers, John Cabot, accompanied
by his son Scbastian, sailed in the beginning of May, 1497, in
a vessel called the ¢ Mathew’ of Bristol, and discovered the con-
tinent of North America; but strange to say, only one or two
authentic notices of this voyage can now be found. One of
these is an ancient Bristol manuseript in the possession of Mr.
Barrett, of that city, in which the following passage occurs:
“In the year 1497, the 24 June, St. John’s day, was New-
foundland found by Bristol men, in a ship called the Mathew.’?
The second is an inscription copied by Hakluyt from an old
map dated 1549, drawn by Sebastian Cabot, and engraved by
Clement Adams, which he states ¢ was to be seen [in 1589] in
Her Majesty’s Privy Gallery at Westminster, and in many
other ancient merchants” houses.” This inscription, as given by
Tytler, runs as follows: ¢ In the year of our Lord 1497, John
Cabot, a Venetian, and his son Sebastian, discovered that
country, which no one before his time had ventured to ap-
proach, on the 24th June, about 5 o’clock in the morning. He
called the land Terra Primum Visa, because, as I conjecture,
this was the place that first met his eyes in looking from the
sea.  On the contrary, the island which lies opposite the land
he called the island of St. John—as I suppose because it was
discovered on the festival of St. John the Baptist. The inha-

' Haklnyt's Divers Voyages touching the Discoverie of America. Original in
Latin in Rymer's Faedera Adnglie.
* Quoted by Mr. Biddle in his Mewwowr of Sehastian Cabot,
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bitants wear beasts’ skins and the intestines of animals for
clothing, esteeming them as highly as we do our most precious
garments,  In war their weapons are the bow and arrow,
spears, darts, slings, and wooden clubs,  The country is sterile
and uncultivated, producing no fruit; from which circum-
stance it happens that it is crowded with white bears and stags
of an unusual height and size. It yields plenty of fish, and
these very large, such as seals and salmon ; there are soles also
above an ell in length 5 but especially great abundance of that
kind of fish called in the vulgar tongue bacealaos. In the
same island also breed hawks, so black in their colour that they
wonderfully resemble ravens; besides which, there are par-
tridges, and eagles of dark plumage.’!

This account, as you will observe, was written more than fifty
vears after the date of the voyage, and, if it was written by
Schastian Cabot, may contain information respecting the in-
habitants, acquired by him (Sebastian) on his second voyage.
It is remarkable that we are indebted to a foreigner, residing
in England when John Cabot returned from America, for more
trustworthy intelligence, who must have been personally ac-
quainted with his countryman. In a letter written by Lorenzo
Pasqualigo on the 23rd Angust, 1497, (a few days probably
after Cabot’s return), to his brothers Aloise and Francisco, in
Venice, we read :—* This Venetian of ours, who went in a ship
fiom Bristol in quest of new islands, is returned, and says, that
700 leagues hence he discovered ¢ Terra Firma,” which is the
territory of the Grand Cham ; he coasted for 300 leagues, and
landed; he saw no human being whatever, but he has brought
hither to the king certain snares, which had been set to catch
came, and a needle for making nets ; he also found some felled
trees: wherefore he supposed there were inhabitants, and re-
turned to his ship in alarm. He was three months on the
voyage ; and coming back, he saw two islands to starboard, but
would not land, time being precious, as he was short of pro-
visions. The king is much pleased with this intelligence. He
says that the tides are slack, and do not flow as they do here.

v Historical View of the Progress of Discovery on the More Northern Coasts of
Awmerica. By Patrick Frazer Tytler.  Edinburgh : 1855,
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The king has promised that in the spring he shall have ten
ships, armed according to his own faney ; and at his request he
has conceded him all the prisoners, except such as are confined
for high treason, to man them with. Ie has also given him
money wherewith to amuse himself until then, and he is now
at DBristol with his wife, who is a Venetian woman, and with
his sons: his name is Zuan Cabot, and they eall him the great
admiral.  Vast honour is paid him, and he dresses in silk: and
these English run after him like mad people, so that he can
enlist as many of them as he pleases, and a number of our own
rocues besides. The discoverer of these places planted on his
new-found land a large cross, with one flag of LEngland, and
another of St. Mark, by reason of his being a Venetian; so that
our banner has floated very far afield.”

According to this and the previous account, the land seen by
John Cabot must have been the coast of Labrador, and the
island just opposite, that part of Newfoundland near the
northern end of the Straits of Belle Isle. In his coasting
vovage, Cabot must have sailed all along the southern shore
of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia to Cape Sable, which is just
300 leagues from DBelle Isle. Observing the land at Cape
Sable to trend suddenly to the northward, and being short of
provisions, with an unknown sea before him, he wisely bore up
for England.  The two islands seen on his return were most
probably some of the higher hummocky sand-hills of Sable
Island, which, viewed from a distance, may easily be mistaken
for separate islands,  If] therefore, Cape Breton was not dis-
covered by the Northmen, we have every reason to believe
that it was seen and perhaps visited by John Cabot in 1497,
more than a year before Columbus first reached the mainland
of South America.?

On the 3rd of February, 1498, the king granted a new
patent to John Cabot, authorising him to sail with six ships
* to the londe and isles of late founde by the said John in oure

! Colleetions of the Philobiblion Society. quoted by Dr. Asher in his Introdue-
tion to Hudson's 17oyages, published by the Hakluyt Society.

* Columbus discovered the West Indies on October 12, 1492, but did not touch
any part of the continent of America until August 1498,
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name and by oure commaundement,” and ordering ¢all and
every oure officers, ministers, and subjects . . . to succour
the said John, his deputy, &e. . . "' This appears to have
been merely a supplementary commission, as it does not revoke
or modify any of the privileges conferred by the first patent.
For reasons which cannot be ascertained, John Cabot did not
go out with this expedition. The sole conduct of the enterprise
was entrusted to his son Sebastian, a youth of not more than
twenty-three years of age. There are various brief accounts
of this voyage, but they all seem to have been based upon
information given by Sebastian Cabot to his friend and con-
temporary, Peter Martyr of Angleria, who first published a
narrative of the principal incidents of the voyage in 1516, A
translation of Peter Martyr’s book was published in England
in 1555, from which I make the following extracts:—* The
weste of the lande of Baccalaos is a greate tracte; and the
greatest altitude thereof is 68 degrees and a halfe.  Sebastian
Cabot was the fyrst that brought any knowledge of this lande.
For beinge in LEnglande in the dayes of Kyng Henry the
Seventh, he furnysshed twoo shippes at his owne charges, or
(as sum say) at the kynges, whom he persuaded that a passage
might bee fownde to Cathay by the north seas, and that spices
might bee brought from thense soner by that way, then by the
vyage the Portugales use by the sea of Sur.  He went also to
knowe what maner of landes these Indies were to inhabite.
He had with him three hundreth men, and directed his course
by the tracte of Island [Iceland] uppon the Cape of Labrador
at 58 degrees: affyrminge that in the monethe of July there
was such could and heapes of Ise that he durst passe no fur-
ther; also that the dayes were very longe and in maner with-
out nyghte, and the nyghtes very cleare. Certyne it is, that
at the 60 degrees, the longest day is of 18 houres. But con-
svderynge the could and the strangeness of the unknowne
lande, he turned his course from thence to the Weste, folow-
ynge the coaste of the lande of Baccalaos unto the 38 degrees,

' This document was discovered by Mr. Biddle in the Rolls Chapel, and pub-
lished in his Memoir of Schastian Cabot in 1831.
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from whense he returned to Englande.”! Gemara, a Spanish
author of the same period, says:—¢ Cabot, yielding to the cold
and the strangeness of the land, turned towards the west, and
refitting at the Baccalaos,® he ran along the coast as far as 38
degrees, &3 As Sebastian Cabot must have observed, on
his former voyage with his father, that Cape Breton was the
nearest country that produced timber of any value, it may
fairly be inferred that he ‘refitted * his vessels at some port in
vour island before completing that memorable voyage which
secured for England, by the right of discovery, a claim to the
whole coast of America, from the burning sands of Florida to
the ice-bound shores of Hudson’s Bay.

It is said, in some accounts of this voyage, that Sebastian
(abot first gave the name of Baccalaos to the countries adja-
cent to the fishing grounds. Peter Martyr, generally allowed
to be the best authority, as quoted by Tytler,* says, ¢ Sebastian
('abot himself named these lands Baccalaos, because in the
seas thereabouts he found such an immense multitude of large
fish like tunnies, called Baccalaos by the natives, that they
actually impeded the navigation of his ships.’® This, if cor-
rectly copied, must be a mistake of Peter Martyr’s, for the
natives do nst call codfish ¢ baccalaos,” nor is it likely that
Cabot, who was born in Lngland of Venetian parents, would
apply a Basque name to the countries he discovered. Fournier,
in his remarks on this subject, says: ¢ It cannot be doubted
this name was given by the Basques, who alone in Europe call
that fish Bacalaos, or Bacallos; the aborigines term them
Apagé.’®  In confirmation of this I may mention that the
Indians of Cape Breton call a codfish ¢ Pahshoo’ at this day.
The Basques began to fish on the coasts of Cape Breton and

U The Decades of the Newe Worlde or West India. By Peter Martyr of Angleria,
translated into English by Rycharde Eden.  London: 1555,

# In the original, ¢ y rehaziendo se en los Baccalaos.”

% Lopez de Gomara's La Historia general de las Indias,  Anvers: 1554,

* In his Historical Vew of the Progress of Discovery in the more Northern
Coasts of America.

> I could mnot find this passage in the black letter copy of Eden’s translation of
P. Martyr's book in the Lilrary of the British Museum.

* Hydrographie.  Par le Péve Georges Fournier, de la Compagnie de Jésus, 2nd
edition, Paris: 1667,
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Newfoundland in 1504," and first gave the nume of Bacealaos
to those countrics—a name which was consequently in use
many years hefore Peter Martyr published his ¢ Decades of the
New World.”

Peter Martyr does not give a very pleasing account of the
manners and customs of the natives of Cape Breton in 1516.
e says: € Of these landes Jacobus Bastaldus wryteth thus:
The newe lande of Bacealaos is a coulde region, whose inhaby-
tantes are Idolatours and praye to the sonne and moone and
dyuers Idoles.  They are whyte people and very rustical, for
they eate flesshe and fysshe and all other thynges rawe. Sum-
tymes also they cate man’s flesshe priuily, so that their Cacique
have no knowledge thereof. The apparell, both of the men
and women, is made of beares skynnes, although they have
sables and marternes, not greatly estemed because they are
Iyttle.  Sum of them go naked in sommer and weare apparell
only in wynter. The Brytons [Bretons] and Frenche men
are accustomed to take fysshe in the coastes of these landes,
where is fownd great plenty of Tunnies which the inhaby-
tauntes caul Bacecalaos, whercof” the lande was o named. . . .
In all this newe lande is neyther citie or castell, but they live
in companies lyke heardes of beastes.”?

Although the fishing grounds and the adjacent countries
were first discovered by English navigators, English merchants
and fishermen were the last to profit by them, because at that
time they carried on a lucrative fishery on the coasts of Ice-
land,® s0o much nearer home. There was, however, another
reason for this apparent indifference of the English merchants.
They received so little encouragement from their Government,
at the instigation, it was supposed, of the King of Spain, to
embark in such enterprises, that the newly-discovered fishing
grounds were entirely in the hands of foreigners. A letter has

U+ In the year 1504, as appears by the history of Niflet and Magin, the Basques,
Normans, and Bretons went on the coast of the Cod, called the Grand Bank,
towards Cape Breton,'—Pére Fournier's Hydrographie.

2 Eden's Translation.  London : 15355.

% In 1518 there were 360 English traders in the harbour of Hafue Fiord alone,
See “Teeland, Greenland, and the Faroe Islands,” in the FEdinburgh Family
l.lv/ /'ll("r/
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very recently been discovered by an English antiquary in the
Spanish archives at Simancas, which clearly proves with what
jealousy and suspicion the discoveries of the Cabots were re-
garded by the Spanish Court. It is dated at London, July
25, 1498, and is addressed to Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain,
by Don Pedro de Ayala, their ambassador at St. James’s.
Ayala tells their Majesties that the King of England had
equipped and sent out five ships, under a Gienoese, to discover
certain continents and islands which some people from DBristol
had seen the year before ; that the King of England had often
spoken to him on the subject; and that he had told His
Majesty the land was already possessed by the King of Spain,
and had given him reasons with which he did not seem well
pleased.  In answer to this letter Ferdinand wrote back:
¢ Henry might be aware of such men, who are sent by the
King of France in order to distract him from more serious
business.”!  There is every reason to believe that this answer
produced the desired effect, as no further English expeditions
were sent to the north-west during the remainder of the reign
of Henry VII.

Immediately after the discovery of the Baccalaos, which
embraced Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland, the
fishermen of Normandy, Brittany, and the Basque Provirces,
began to frequent the coasts to take cod. Tt is generally sup-
posed, and apparently with good reason, that the Basque fish-
ermen first gave the name of Cape Breton? to the eastern
promontory of your island, after ¢ Cap Breton,” near Bayonne,
in remembrance of their home.  De la Marre?® states, on the
authority of the Flemish geographers, Corneille Niflet and
Autoine Magin, that the Basques erossed the Atlantic in pur-
suit of whales, discovered and named the island of Cape Bre-
ton, and even penetrated the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 100 years
before Columbus discovered America; but as no authority is
given for this statement, it is not entitled to credit. I think,

! See a letter from Simaneas in the Athenerwm of December 20, 1860,

* The Indian name of Cape Breton Island, accoriing to the late Dr. Gesner,
was ¢ Conumahghee.

Y In his Truaité de la Polici,
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however, we may safely conclude, from a careful consideration
of the routes pursued by John Cabot and his son Sebastian,
after touching the mainland of Labrador, that both of those
celebrated navigators coasted along, if' they did not actually
land upon, the shores of Cape Breton in 1497 and 1498, and
that, consequently, your island was one of the first countries
discovered on the Atlantic coast of America.
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LETTER 1I.
1500-1548.

Care BreTox, as I have already stated, was regularly visited
hy the Kuropean fishermen soon after its discovery ; but there
are so few authentic materials for compiling a connected nar-
rative of its history during the 16th century, that I must con-
tent myself with submitting to vou, in chronological order,
some extracts from the records of the voyages made to your
part of the world, in which you will find frequent mention
made of the island.

In the year 1500, the King of Portugal sent out Gaspar
Cortoreal in command of two ships, on the track of the Cabots,
Cortoreal first made the land on the coast of Labrador, where
he kidnapped fifty of the natives, whom he carried off to Por-
tugal. It is supposed he first gave the name of Labrador to
the country, under the expeetation of obtaining from thence a
supply of labourers or slaves for the king, his master. Encou-
raged by the king, he made a second voyage for that nefarious
purpose, but was never heard of again, having, it is supposed,
fallen a victim to the just vengeance of the natives.! In some
old maps, Labrador is called ¢ Terra Cortorealis.’

In the year 1506, Jean Denys, of Harfleur, published a
map of the Baccalaos country (not now extant); and in 1508,
Thomas Aubert, a pilot of Dieppe, in command of a ship
called the ¢ Pensce,’ excited great curiosity in France by
bringing home two natives of the New World.2 Warburton
supposes they were brought from Cape Breton.?

' Damiano Goes, Chronica do Rey Dom Manuel.
2 Ramusio's Terzo olume delle Navigationi. Venice, 1565,
3 Warburton's Conguest of Canada,
o
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The first attempt to establish a settlement in this part of
America was made by the Baron de Lery, in 1518, Ie took
out a number of cattle and pigs; but having been a long time
at sea, and having in consequence arrived too late upon the
coast to put his people under shelter before winter set in, he
landed part of his live stock at Campseau (Canso), and the
remainder at Sable Island, on his way back to France. The
first died during the winter: but the latter, owing to the mild-
ness of the climate and the abundance of herbage, multiplied
exceedingly, and proved of great service to the people left
there by the Marquis de la Roche in 1591.!

You are, of course, aware that, immediately after the dis-
covery of America by Columbus, Pope Alexander VIL by a
Bull dated May 4, 1493, granted the whele of the New
World and the East Indies to Spain and Portugal, at that
time the two chief maritime nations of Europe. Louis XII.
of France and Henry VIL of England seem to have paid due
respect, in the later years of their reigns, to the Pope’s decree
but their respective successors, Francis I and Henry VITL—
both enterprising and ambitious monarchs—determined that
Spain and Portugal should not monopolise all the glory and ad-
vantage of acquiring new territory in America.  Accordingly,
they refused to acknowledge the validity of the Papal decree
which conferred such magnificent and undefined gifts upon their
rivals, ¢ What !’ said Franeis, ¢ shall the Kings of Spain and
Portugal divide all America between them, without suffering
me to take a share as a brother? I would fain see the article
in Adam’s will that bequeaths that vast inheritance to them.’2
As neither of his royal brothers could satisfy Francis on this
point, he determined to send out an expedition to explore the
coasts of America. Four ships were accordingly equipped,
which left France in December 1523, under the command of
Giovanni Verazano, a Florentine navigator. Three «f the
ships sustained g0 much damage in a gale that Verazano sent
them back and continued his voyage in the ¢ Dolphin > alone.
On March 7, 1524, he first made land, supposed to have been

! Péve Fournier's Hydrographie,

’

2 Trom the Frouek Encydope

div
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the coast of Carolina. Thence he proceeded along the shore
to the northward, frequently going into harbours, in some of
which he remained several days, until he arrived on the coast
of Cape Breton. IHaving spent nearly all his provisions, he
took in a supply of wood and water, and returned to France.'
Under the pretext of priority of discovery, founded on this
vovage, France, at a later period, set up a claim to the coun-
tries visited by Verazano, *all which, and much more,’ says
Purchas, ¢ had long before bene discouered by Sir Sebastian
Cabot for the King of England, who was the first that set
foote on the American continent in behalf of any Christian
Prince, anno 1496, or, as others, 1497 ; and therefore the
French reckouing falleth short, some of which nation, upon
Verazano's discouerie, challenge T know not what right to all
that coast, and make their New Ifrance neere as great as all
Lurope.™

Henry VIIL was not far behind his brother of France in
sending out an expedition in the same direction, of which
Hakluyt gives us the following account in the third volume
of his < Collection of Vovages:’—¢ Master Robert Thorne of
Bristoll, a notable member and ornament of his country, as
wel for his learning as great charity to the poore, in a letter
of his to King Henry VIIL and a large discourse to Doctor
Leigh, his ambassadour to Charles the LEmperour (which both
are to be scene almost in the beginning of the first volume of
this my work), exhorteth the aforesayd King with very waighty
and substantial reasons, to set forth a discouerie euen to the
North Pole.  And that it may be knowne that this his motion
took present effeet, I thought it good herewithall to put down
the testimonies of two of our chroniclers, M. Hall and M.
Grrafton, who both write in this sort:—This same moneth
(they say ) King Henrie VIIL sent two faire ships wel manned
and victualled, having in them diuers cununing men to secke
strange regions, and so they set forth out of the Thames the
20th day of May in the 19th yeere of his reigne, which was
the y ar of Our Lord 1527. And whereas Master Hall and

' From Hakluyt's Diverse Voyag s to America,
* Purchas, His Pigriins.

c2
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Master Grafton say, that in those ships there were diuers cun-
ning men, I have made great enquirie of such as by their
veeres and delight in nauvigation might giue me any light to
know who those cunning men should be, which were the
directors in the aforesayd voyage. And it hath bene tolde
me by Sir Martin Frobisher, and M. Richard Allen, a Knight
of the Sepulchre, that a Canon of St. Paul in London, which
was a great mathematician, and a man indued with wealth, did
much aduance the action, and went therein himselfe in person;
but what his name was I cannot learne of any.  And further
they told me that one of the ships was called The Dominus
Vobisecum, which is a name likely to be ginen by a religious
man in those dayes: and that sayling very farre northwest-
ward, one of the ships was cast away as it entered into a
dangerous gulph, about the great opening between the north
parts of Newfoundland and the country lately called by Her
Meaistie Meta Incognita.! Whercupon the other ship, shaping
her course towards Cape Briton and the coastes of Arambee
[the name by which Nova Scotia and the country adjacent
was known in Queen Elizabeth’s time], and oftentimes putting
their men on land to scarch the state of those unknown
regions, returned home about the beginning of October of the
year aforesayd.  And thus much (by reason of the great
negligence of the writers of those times, who should haue vsed

more care in preseruing of the memories of the worthy actes of

our nation) is all that hitherto I can learne or find out of this

- . ’
voyage.

As the surviving ship was several months on the coasts of

Nova Scotia, Cape Dreton, and Newfoundland, we have good
reason for lamenting, with IHakluyt, the negligence of the
writers of those days. There is, however, one document in
existence relating to this voyage, which 1 will now give you
entire, as it affords some valuable information concerning the
fisheries of Newfoundland at that period (1527). This is a
letter from the master of the surviving ship to King Henry
VIIL, which I have copied from Purchas ¢ His Pilgrims.

' This name was applied to the Labrador coast in the veign of Queen Elizabeth.

ol B+ 4



ive

- B
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Purchas says, ¢ King Henry VIIL set forth two ships for
discouerie, one of which perished in the north parts of New-
foundland. The master of the other, John Rut, writ this
letter to King Henrie, in bad English and worse writing.
Ouer it was this superseription :—

¢« Master Grubes two ships departed from Plymouth the
10 day of June, and arriued in the Newfoundland, the 21 day
of July : and after we had left the sight of Selle, we had ncuer
sight of any land, till we had sight of Cape de Bas.

¢4 Pleasing your Honorable Grace to heare of your seruant
John Rut, with all his Company here, in good health, thanks
be to God and your Graceship. The Mary of Gilford with all
her [here three or four words are obliterated] thanks be to
God.  And if it please your Honorable Grace, we ranne in
our course to the northward, till we came into 33 degrees, and
there wee found many great Ilands of Ice and deepe water; we
found no sounding, and then we durst not go no further to the
northward for feare of more Ice, and then we cast about to the
southward, and within foure dayes after we had one hundred
and sixtie fathom, and then wee came into 52 degrees and fell
with the mayne land, and within ten leagues of the mayne land
we met with a great Iland of Ice, and came hard by her, for it
was standing in deepe water, and so went in with Cape de Bas,
a good harbour, and many small Ilands, and a great fresh riner
going up farre into the mayne land, and the mayne land all
wildernesse and mountaines and woodes, and no naturall
ground but all mosse, and no inhabitation nor no people in these
parts: and in the woodes wee found footing of diuers great
beastes, but we saw none not in ten leagues.  And please your
Grace, the Sampson and wee kept company all the way till
within two days before we met with all the Lands of Ice: that
was the first day of July, at night : and there arose a great and
a maruailous great storme, and much foul weather. 1 trust in
Almightie Jesu to heare good newes of her.  And please your
Grace, we were considering and a writing of all our order, how
we would wash (sic) us and what course we would draw, and
when God doe send foule weather, that with the Cape de Sper
shee should goe, and he that come first should tarry the space
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of sixe weekes one for another, and watered at Cape de Bas
ten ordering of your Girace and fishing, and so departed to the
southward to seeke our fellowe: the third day of Aungust we
entered into a good harbour, called Saint John, and there we
found ecleuen saile of Normans and one Brittaine [Breton] and
two Portugall Barks, and all a fishing, and so we are readie
to depart toward Cape de Bas, and that is twentie fiue leagues,
as shortly as we haue fished, and so along the coaste till we
may meete with our fellowe, and so with all diligence that lyes
in me toward parts to that Ilands that we are commanded at
our departing : And thus Jesu saue and keepe your Honor-
able Grace, and all your honorable Reuer.

¢« In the hauen of St. John the third day of August,
written in haste, 1527.
¢ By your seruant John Rut, to his vttermost
of his power.’

It appears from this letter that Hakluyt had been misinformed
respecting the name of one of these vessels, which he says was
* The Dominus Vobiscum,” as Rut, the commander of the
¢ Mary of Gilford,” distinetly says the other was called the
¢ Sampson.”  Rut probably received intelligence of the loss of
the ¢ Sampson’ before he left St. Johns, and, eonsequently,
instead of returning to the northward to meet her, ¢ shaped his
course,” as Hakluyt says, “towards Cape DBreton and the
coastes of Arambec.’

This voyage, as T mentioned at page 19, was undertaken at
the suggestion of ¢ Master Robert Thorne of Bristoll, a notable
member and ornament of his country,’ then residing at Seville
in Spain, who sent thereon ¢ a large discourse to Doctor Leigh,’
accompanied by “a little Mappe or Carte of the Worlde * to
illustrate his views,  This map is such a curiosity, that I give
vou a copy of a part of it to show the imperfect knowledge of
the geography of the Atlantic coast of North America at that
period (1527).  Neither Newfoundland nor Cape Breton,
which were both well known at that time, is marked upon the
map. The deep estuary or bay adjoining the ¢ Nova terra
laboratorum dicta’ (Labrador), was probably intended to
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VOYAGE OF M. HORE TO CAPE BRETON. 23

represent the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the promontory at
the southern side of the Gulf, Cape Breton.!

The next English voyage to Newfoundland and Cape Breton
was undertaken in 1536 by a party of lawyers and private
centlemen, which, as might have been expected, ended most
disastrously. It does not furnish us with much information
respecting Cape Breton or Newfoundland, but it gives us a
graphie account of the dangers and sufferings to which men
¢desirous of seeing the strange things of the world’ were ex-
posed at that period, when so little was known of the geography
of the New World. The narrative, which T copy from Ilak-
luyt’s general ¢ Collection,’ is rather long; but I feel assured
vou will agree with me, that such a curious chronicle of' the
olden time could not be condensed into smaller compass without
robbing it of its chief interest :—

“The voyage of M. Hore and diuers other Gentlemen to
Newfoundland and Cape DBriton, in the yere 13536 and in the
28 yere of King Henry the 8.

¢ Master Hore of London, a man of goodly stature and of
areat courage, and giuen to the study of Cosmographie, in the
28 yvere of King Henry the 8 and in the yere of Our Lord
1536 encouraged diuers Gentlemen and others, being assisted
by the king’s fauor and good countenance, to accompany him
in a voyage of discouerie upon the north-west parts of America;
wherein his perswasions tooke such eftect, that within short
space many gentlemen of the Innes of Court,and of the Chan-
cerie, and diuers others of good worship, desirous to see the
strange things of the world, very willingly entered into the
action with him, some of whose names were as followeth: M.
Weekes, a gentleman of the West Countrey, of fiue hundred

" A map of older date has recently (1866) been found in the Queen’s Library at
Windsor among a collection of papers in the handwriting of Leonardo da Vinei,
in which the whole of North America is represented by two large islands called
Florida and Bacalar. Mr. Major, of the British Museum, supposes it was con-
structed about the year 1513,

In another map of still older date (1508). in the Library of the Royal Geo-
graphieal Society, Terra Nova or Newfoundland is laid down as part of the
continent of North America ; it shows no trace whatever of Nova Secotia or Cape
Breton, although the Cape itself was well known at that time.
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markes by the yeere liuing; M. Tucke, a gentleman of Kent ;
M. Tuckfield; M. Thomas Buts, the sonne of Sir W Buts,
knight, of Norfolk, which was lately lining, and from whose
mouth T wrote most of this relation; M. Hardie; M. Biron;
M. Carter; M. Wright ; M. Rastall, Serieant Rastall’s brother ;
M. Redley ; and diuers other, which all were in the Admyrall
called The Trinitie, a ship of seuen score tunnes, wherein
M. Hore himselfe was embarked. In the other ship, whose
name was the Minion, went a very learned and virtuous
gentleman, one M. Armigil Wade, afterwards Clerke of the
Counsailes of King Henry the 8 and King Edward the sixth,
father to the most worshipfull M. William Wade, now Clerke
of the Priuy Council; M. Oliuer Dawbeney, marchant, of Lon-
don; M. Joy, afterward gentleman of the King’s Chapell with
diuers others of good account.  The whole number that went
in the two tall ships aforesaid,” to wit, the Trinitic and the
Minion, were about fiue score persons, whereof thirty were
gentlemen, which all were mustered in warlike maner at
Grauesend, and after the receiuing of the Sacrament, they
embarked themselues in the ende of April 1536.

¢ From the time of their setting out from Grauesend, they
were very long at sea, to witte, aboue two moneths, and neuer
touched any land untill they came to part of the West Indies
about Cape Briton, shaping their course thence northeastwardes
untill they came to the Island of Penguin, which is very full
of rockes and stones; whereon they went and found it full of
great foules white and gray, as big as geese, and they saw
infinite numbers of their egges. They draue a great number
of the foules into their boates upon their sayles, and took up
many of their egges; the foules they flead, and their skinnes
were very like honey combes full of holes being flead off: they
dressed and eate them and found them to be very good and
nourishing meat.  They saw also store of beares both blacke
and white, of whome they killed some, and tooke them for ne
bad foode.

¢ M. Oliuer Dawbeney which (as it is before mentioned),
was in this voyage, and in the Minion, told M. Richard Iak-
luyt, of the Middle Temple, these things following: to wit,



M. DAWBENEY’S ACCOUNT OF THE VOYAGE. 25

That after their arriuall in Newfoundland, and haueing bene
there certaine dayes at ancre, and not hauing yet seene any of
the naturall people of the countrey, the same Dawbeney, walk-
ing one day on the hatches, spied a boate with Sauages of
those parts, rowing down the bay towards them, to gaze upon
the ship and our people, and, taking vewe of their coming
aloofe, hee called to such as were under the hatches, and willed
them to come up if they would see the naturall people of the
countrey, that they had so long desired so much to see: where-
upon they came up, and tooke viewe of the Sauages rowing
toward them and their ship, and vpon the viewe they manned
out a ship boate to mect them and to take them. DBut they,
spying our ship boat making towards them, returned with
maine force and fled into an island that lay up in the bay or
river there, and our men pursued them into the island, and the
Sauages fled and escaped; but our men found a fire, and the
side of a beare on a wooden spit, left at the same by the
Sauages that were fled.  There in the same place they found
a boote of leather, garnished on the outward side of the calfe
with certaine braue trailes, as it were of rawe silke, and also
founde a certaine great warme miitten; and, these caryed with
them, they returned to their shippe, not finding the Sauages,
nor seeing anything else besides the soyle, and the things grow-
ing in the same, which chiefly were store of firre and pine trees.

¢ And further the said M. Dawbeney told him, that, lying
there, they grew into great want of victuals, and that there
they found small reliefe, more than that they had from the
nest of an Osprey, that brought hourely to her young great
plenty of diuers sortes of fishes, DBut such was the famine
that increased among them from day to day, that they were
forced to seeke to relicue themselves of raw herbes and rootes
that they sought en the maine; but the famine increasing, and
the reliefe of herbes being to little purpose to satisfie their in-
satiable hunger, in the fieldes and deserts here and there, the
fellowe killed his mate while he stooped to take up a roote
for his reliefe, and cutting out picces of his body whom he
had murthered, broyled the same on the coles and greedily
deuoured them.
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‘By this meane the company decreased, and the officers
knew not what was become of them; and it fortuned that one
of the company, driuen with hunger to secke abroad for reliefe,
found out in the fieldes the sauour of broyled flesh, and fell out
with one for that he would sufter him and his fellowes to sterue,
enioying plenty, as he thought: and this matter growing to
cruell speaches, he that had the broyled meate, burst out into
these wordes: * 1f thou wouldst needs know, the broyled meate
that I had was a piece of such a man’s buttocke.” The Report
of this, brought to the ship, the captain found what became of
those that were missing, it was perswaded that some of them
werc neither deuoured with wilde beastes, nor yet destroyed
with Sauages: and hereupon he stood up and made a notable
oration, containing, Howe much these dealings offended the
Almightie, and vouched the Seriptures from first to last, what
God had in cases of distresse done for them that called upon
him; and told them that the power of the Almighty was then
ne lesse, then in al former times it had bene. And added, that
it it had not pleased God to haue holpen them in that distresse,
that it had bene better to haue perished in body, and to haue
liued euerlastingly, than to haue relieued for a poore time their
mortal bodyes, and to be condemmed cuerlastingly both body
and soule to the vnquenchable fire of hell.  And thus haueing
ended to that effect, he began to exhort to repentance, and be-
sought all the company to pray that it might please God to
looke upon their miserable present state, and for his owne
mercie to relicue the same. The famine increasing, and the
inconuenience of the men that were missing being found, they
agreed amongst themselues that rather than that all should
perish, to cast lots who should be killed: And such was the
mercie of God, that in the same night there arriued a French
ship in that port, well furnished with vittaile, and such was the
policie of the English that they became masters of the same,
and changing ships and vittailing them, they set sayle to come
into England.

¢ In their journey they were so far northwards that they saw
mighty islands of yce in the sommer season, on which were
hawkes and other foules to rest themselues, being weary of
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flying ouer farre from the maine. They saw alzo certaine great
white foules with red bils and red legs, somewhat bigger than
herons, which they supposed to be storks,  They arriued at S,
Tues in Cornwall about the ende of October. From thence
they departed vnto a certaine castle belonging to Sir John
Luttrell, where M. Thomas Buts and M. Rastall, and other
gentlemen of the voyage, were very friendly entertained ; after
that they came to the Jarle of Bathe at Bathe, and thence to
Bristoll, so to London. M. Buts was so changed in the voyage,
with hunger and miserie, that Sir William his father, and my
Lady his mother, knew him not to be their sonne untill they
found a secret marke, which was a warte, upon one of his knees,
as hee told me Richard Hakluyt of Oxford limselfe, to whom
1 rode 200 miles onely to learne the whole truth of this voyage
from his own mouth, as being the onely man now aliue that
was in this discouerie,

¢ Certaine moneths after, those Frenchmen came into Fng-
land, and made a complaint to King Henry the 8th: the King
causing the master to be examined, and finding the great dis-
tresse of his subjects, and the causes of the dealing so with the
French, was so moued with pitie, that he punished not his
subjects, but of his owne purse made full and royall recompence
unto the French.

¢ In this distresse of famine, the English did somewhat re-
licue their vitall spirits, by drinking at the springs the fresh
water out of certaine wooden cups, out of which they had
drunke their “aqua composita™ before.”

The mishaps attending Master Hore’s ill-conducted enter-
prise seem to have deterred English adventurers from making
any further voyages to the Baccalaos for many years; but the
King of France, at the suggestion of his chief admiral, Chabot,
determined to follow up the discoveries so auspiciously begun
by Verazano, and to explore the countries beyond the fishing-
grounds.  Accordingly, two ships of about sixty tons each
were fitted out and placed under the command of Jaques
Cartier, an able and experienced pilot of St. Malo, who had
probably been engaged in the fisheries, and had obtained some
knowledge of the geography of that part of the New World.
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Cartier made three voyages, of which there are long and in-
teresting accounts in ¢ Hakluyt’s Collection,”  To give them
at length would occupy more space than I can spare; but as
they led to one of the most important events of those days,
namely, the discovery of Canada, I will endeavour to lay before
you a summary of the leading incidents of Cartier’s voyages.
Sailing from St. Malo on April 20, 1534, Cartier first made
the land at Cape Buonavista, on the east coast of Newfound-
land, on May 10. Following the coast to the northward, and
touching at various harbours, he reached a river, which he
named St. James, in latitude 51°, 55’.  He remarks, ¢ that if
the soyle were as good as the harboroughes are, it were a great
commoditie ; but it is not to be called the new found land, but
rather stones and cragges and a place fit for wilde beastes. . . .
In short, I believe this was the land allotted to Caine.” Passing
through the Straits of Belle Isle, he ran down the coast to
the latitude of 48°, 30/, but finding no harbour, he stood out
to sea, and discovered three islands, one of which he named
Brions Island—the name which it still bears. It here occurred
to him, ¢that there be some passage between Newfoundland
and Brions Island. If so it were, it would be a great shortning,
as wel of the time as of the way, if any perfection could be
found in it.”  Sailing to the westward, and sighting several
islands and capes, he made the coast of the mainland in 47}
degrees. Here he met with a great number of the natives,
with whom he trafficked, giving knives, beads, &e., in exchange
for whatever they had to dispose of, including even their cloth-
ing, such as it was. ¢ They gave us whatsoeuer they had, not
keeping anything, so that they were constrained to go backe
again naked.” Continuing his voyage to the northward, he
entered a large bay, which he called the Baye du Chaleur, on
account of the great heat. DBeing satisfied that there was no
opening to the westward ont of this bay, Cartier resumed his
voyage to the northward, and fell in with a cape on July 24,
upon which he erected a large cross with the inscription ¢ Vive
le Roy de France’ engraved upon it. This is supposed to
have been Cape Gaspé.  Observing the land trending to the
westward, with a wide expanse of water before him, and no
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land in sight to the northward, Cartier concluded that he had
found a passage leading into the Pacific Ocean,  The season
heing now far advanced, Cartier persuaded two young savages
to return with him to France, and started on his homeward
voyage on August 5. In four days, with a strong south-west
wind, he reached the coast of Newfoundland, passed through the
Straits of Belle Isle, and arrived at St. Malo on September 5.

These great discoveries produced a great sensation at the
French Court, and induced the King to send out another
expedition in the following spring, to take possession of the
country, and to explore the great gnlf or river whose mouth
ouly had been seen by Cartier in the preceding year,  Cartier
accordingly left St. Malo on May 15, 1535, with three ships,
and, passing through the Straits of Belle Isle, then supposed
to be the only entrance into the gulf, shaped his course towards
Cape Gaspé.  On August 15 he discovered a large island,
called by the natives Natiscottee (Antiscosti), and on Septem-
ber 1 entered the St. Lawrence, up which he proceeded 120
leagues from the sea, where he discovered an island, which he
named the Isle d’Orleans,  Here he met with a number of
natives, who received their visitors with much kindness and
courtesy. Leaving his ships at the Isle d’Orleans, he ascended
the river in his boats to a place called Hochelaga, a large
fortified village at the foot of a hill, which he calied Mont
Royal, the site of the present city of Montreal. Returning to
his ships, he spent the winter on the banks of a small river,
which he called the St. Croix, since named the Jacques Cartier.
During the winter a number of his people were attacked by
a loathsome disease, which carried off twenty-five and left
the others in a very weak condition. This proved to be the
scurvy, a disease at that time unknown in Europe. Grieved
at the loss of so many of his people, and disappointed with the
climate, Cartier prepared to return to France as soon as the
ice broke np in the river. ¢ On May 3, being Holyroode Day,
he caused a goodly fayre crosse of thirty-five foote in height to
bee set up, under the crosset of which he caused a shield to be
hanged, wherein were the armes of France, and ouer them was
written in antique letters, * Franciscus primus Dei gratia
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Francorum Rex regnat.”’  Cartier sailed on the 16th for
France, carrying with him the native king, Donnacona, whom
he induced to go on board just before he sailed. Ie arrived
at St. Malo on July 6, 1536, Instead of returning through
the Straits of Belle Isle, after reaching Brion’s Island he
shaped his course to the eastward, and discovered a promontory
in 47% degrees, which he named Cape Loreine (Cape Ray),
and another on the starboard, which he named St. Paul’s
(Cape North, in Cape Breton).  Sailing south-easterly along
the coast, he next made St. Peter’s Island, and then Cape
Race. There is every reason to believe that the Basque and
Breton fishermen, who came out every spring to St. Peter's,
had long ere this sailed to the westward of Cape Ray; but
Cartier was the first to make known the existence of a passage
between Cape North and Cape Ray into the Gulf of St. Law-
vence. e says also, * Whilst wee were in the sayd St. Peter’s
Istands we met with many ships of France and DBritaine’
(DBrittany.)

Cartier’s account of the severity of the climate seems to have
caused much disappointment in France, as no further attempt
was made to form a settlement in Canada until 1540, when
Sicur Jean Francis de la Roche, Seigneur de Roberval, applied
to Irancis I. for permission to equip an expedition for that
purpose, at his own expense. This was readily granted, and
a commission issued, appointing Roberval viceroy of all the
territories bordering on the river and Gulf of St. Lawrence,
which was called ¢ New France.” Cartier was made chief
pilot and captain-general of the expedition. He went out
with five ships in the spring of 1541, and arrived in the St.
Lawrence in August, where he built a fort on the north side of
the river, near the present site of Quebee, which he ecalled
Charleshourg.  The conduct of the Indians during the long
and dreary winter which foll wed, as might have been ex-
pected, was very different from what it had been on the last
occasion.  They could not forgive the French for carrying off
their king, who had, unfortunately, died in France. Open
haostilities broke out, and lives were lost on both sides.  Cartier,
disappointed at the non-arrival of Roberval, who was to have
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followed him in the preceding spring, disheartened by the severe
cold, and harassed by the Indians, now his bitter enemies,
determined to return to France as soon as the ice would per-
mit. In the meantime, Roberval, who had not been able to
complete his equipment in the preceding year, ¢ sailed from
Rochelle on the 16 April, 1542, furnished with three tall ships,
chiefiy at the king’s cost, carrying out 200 persons, as well men
as women, with divers gentlemen of quality.”  Owing to con-
trary winds, he did not reach the coast of Newfoundland until
the .Tth June. Next day he entered the harbour of St. John's,
where he ¢ found 17 ships of Fishers.” Whilst he ¢ made a some-
what long abode here,” Jacques Cartier and his people, returning
from Canada, arrived in the same harbour.  Cartier presented
specimens of diamonds and gold ore to Roberval, which he had
obtained in Canada. The ore was tried in a furnace, and
found to be good. e told Roberval that he could not, with
his small company, withstand the savages, which was the cause
of his leaving Canada.  Roberval, being furnished with plenty
of men, commanded Cartier to go back with him; but Cartier,
with all his people, sailed next night and returned to France,
¢ moved with ambition, it is said, and jealous of being deprived
of the glory of the discovery of these parts.’

Roberval spent great part of June at St. John's, and then
sailed through the Straits of DBelle Isle to the St. Lawrence,
Having anchored his ships near Cap Rouge, e landed his
company, built a large house to accommodate all his people,
and erected a fort which he called ¢ France Roy.” On the 14th
September, he sent back to France two ships, which had
brought out his furniture, to carry an account of his proceed-
ings to the king, and to return in the spring with provisions,
As alate writer observes, ¢ Ixperience and forecast had alike
been wanting.  There were storchouses, but no stores ; mills,
but no grist ; an ample oven, and a woful dearth of bread. It
was only when two of the ships had sailed for France that they
tock account of their provision, and discovered its lamentable
shorteoming.”' Fifty of his people died of famin: and d.sease

' Parkman, in his Pioecrs of Frauce in the New World, Boston : 1865,
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during the winter.  In the spring he embarked with all his
company, and returned to France.  The narrative of Rober-
val’s voyage,' from which I have made these extracts, is very
short and imperfect.  There is no record of his proceedings
after he left the St. Lawrence.  Some writers say that he went
out again to Canada, accompanied by his brother, and, as he
was never heard of again, it was supposed he was wrecked on
the coast of Labrador ; but Thevet, who was a personal friend
of his, says that he was assassinated at night in the streets of
Paris.?

Charlevoix, and some other French authors, say that Roberval
built a fort in Cape Breton.  The oldest work in which this
is mentioned is Fournier’s ¢ Hydrographie,” published in 1667.
Fournier says:—* In the year 1540 Jean-Francis de la Roque,
Sieur de Roberval, a gentleman of Picardy, returned to Canada
with Cartier, in the capacity of Licutenant of the King: they
fortified Cape DBreton; but grave affairs caused him to be
recalled.  In the year 1543 the same Roberval returned with
the Pilot Jean Alphonse Xantoignes.’

According to Hakluyt, as you will have observed, Cartier
went alone in 1541, and began a fort at Cap Rouge on the St.
Lawrence. Roberval went thither in 1542, after Cartier had
left, and built a fort at the same place. 1 am inclined to think
the error originated in a misprint of Cap Breton for Cap
Rouge, in Fournier’s book, which has been copied by later
writers,  If he had said * they fortified Cap Rouge,’ it would
have been strictly in accordance with the other accounts.
Cape Breton, therefore, I fear, cannot claim the honour of
having been fortified at such an early period.

The repeated failures, and, in many instances, the disastrous
term:nations of the voyages undertaken for discovery and
settlement on the eastern coasts of America, which I have
briefly related, for a long time damped the ardour and ambition
both of the French and LEnglish governments.  Roberval’s ex-
pedition was soon forgotten in the distracted state of France
during the religious wars in which her people were then

' In Hakluyt's Collection.
? Thevet's Cosmographic wniverselle,  Paris: 1575,
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unhappily engaged ; but even these important events did not
check the enterprise and energy of the fishermen of Normandy
and Brittany, who continued to follow their vocation on the
coasts of Newfoundland and Cape Breton, and began to engage
in the whale fishery which Cartier’s discoveries had first
brought into notice.  The English also, about this time, seem
to have dirceted more attention than heretofore to the New-
foundland fisheries, as we find that in the second year of the
reign of Edward VI (in 1348) an Aect was passed imposing
heavy penalties upon oflicers of” the Admiraity for ¢ exacting
sums of money, doles or sharves of fish, for licenses to traffic in
Newfoundland, to the great discouragement and hindrance of
the merchants and fishermen, and to no little damage of the
whole common wealth, and thereof also great complaints have
been made and informations thercof to the King's Majesty’s
most honorable Counecil.’

If this Act, proving that the English frequented the coasts
of Newfoundland about the beginning of the reign of Edward
VI, bad not been passed, we should literally not have had a
sincle record of the existence of' this branch of commerce, as

there ave no accounts extant of any vovages to Newfoundland

and Cape Breton during the next forty years,  Hakluyt, who
was a most diligent collector of such records, having, as he
informs us, upon one oceasion travelled more than 200 miles!
to obtain an account of M. Hore’s voyage, from the only sur-
vivor of that unfortunate expedition, had good reason ¢ to
marvel, that by the negligence of onr men, the country in all
this time had not been better searched.” To his zeal and
diligence in-all matters relating to cosmography and maritime
discovery, we arve indebted for accounts of several voyages to
America, which would otherwise have been lost and forgotten.
Inmy next, I purpose giving you extracts from some of these
vovages, undertaken in the latter years of the sixteenth
century,

Ante, p: 27
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LETTER IIlL
1548-1599.

Tue long blank of forty years, dating from the Act of
Edward VI., referred to near the end of my last letter, is fol-
lowed, in Hakluyt’s ¢ Collection,” by a letter from Anthony
Parkhurst, a merchant of Bristol, dated November 13, 1578,
to M. Richard Hakluyt, of the Middle Temple,'. in reply to
some enquiries made by the latter *about the state and com-
modities of Newfoundland.” The document is too long for
insertion here; so you must be satisfied with a few extracts
relating to Cape Breton, and the state of the fisheries, at that
period.  Parkhurst first gives an interesting account of the
soil, elimate, and productions of Newfoundland ; rather highly
coloured, it is true (unless the country has changed fer the
worse since his day), but nevertheless abounding in valuable
information. He says he had made four voyages to New-
foundland, and ¢ had searched the harbours, ereeks, and lands
more than any other Englishman.”  That there were generally
more than 100 sail of Spaniards taking cod, and from twenty
to thirty killing whales; fifty sail of Portuguese; 1350 sail of
French and Bretons, mostly very small: but of Iinglish only
fifty sail. He accounts for the smail proportion of English by
the fact of a large trade being still carried on with iceland.
¢ Nevertheless,” he adds, ¢ the Englishmen are commonly lords
of the harbours where they fish, and use all strangers help in
fishing, if need require, according to an old custom of the
country ; which thing they do willingly, so that youn take
nothing from them more than a boat or two of salt, in respect

o

' M. Richard Hakluyt, of the Middle Temple, was a cousin of the author of the
Collection of Voyages, from which 1 have drawn so largely.
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of your protection of them against rovers or other violent
intruders, who do often put them from good harbours.’

After enumerating the various kinds of fish in Newfound-
land, he tells us (which I dare say will be quite new to you),
¢ that the mussels all contain pearls, and that he had heard of
a Portugal that found one worth 300 ducats. . . . That in
hall a day he eould take as many lobsters as would find 300
men with a day’s meat.”  Speaking of the trees of Newfound-
land, ¢ The timber is most Fir, yvet plenty of Pineapple trees;
few of these two kinds meet to mast a ship of three score and
ten tons; But near Cape Dreton and to the southward, big
and sufficient for any ship. . . . I could find in my heart to
make proof whether it be true or no that I have read and
heard, of Frenchmen and Portugals to be in that river [the
St. Lawrence] and about Cape Breton.  If T hall not been
deceived by the vile Portugals, descending of the Jews and
Judas kind, I had not failed to have searched that river, and
all the coast of Cape Breton, what might Fave been found to
have benefited our country.” He adds, ¢ In conclusion, if you
and your friend shall think me a man sufficient and of eredit
to seek the Isle of St. John, or the river of Canada, with any
part of the firm land of Cape Breton, I shall give my diligence
for the true and perfeet discovery, and leave some part of
mine own business to further the same.” We have much
reason to lament, that, in the first place, Parkhurst was per-
suaded against visiting Cape Breton by the ¢ vile Portugals,’
who probably, as reported by some later writers,! had made
a temporary settlement in the island, and were carrying on
a luerative trade, which they wished to keep to themselves ;
and in the second, that he did not obtain sufficient encourage-
ment from M. Richard Hakluyt, of the Middle Temple, and
his friend, to seek the firm land of Cape Breton.  In either
case, we should have undoubtedly had a curious and interesting
account of the * state and commodities * of the island at that
carly period, from the pen of an intelligent and observant
traveller.

Before the accession of Queen Llizabeth, in 1538, no Ling-

' See post, p. 61,
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lishman of note had engaged in maritime adventure, but under
her wise and energetic rule, a host of naval heroes, following
the example of Sir John Hawkins, embarked in these enter-
prises.  Sir Walter Raleigh sent various expeditions to the
coasts of America; Sir Francis Drake, passing through the
Straits of Magellan, unfurled the flag of England in the Pacific
Ocean: others of less note explored the West Indies and the
coasts of the Spanish Main, more for the sake of plunder than
legitimate trade: but Siv Humphrey Gilbert, step-brother of
Raleigh, was the first Englishman who attempted to establish
a scttlement in the neighbourhood of Cape Breton.  This
brave and enterprising hero, who had rendered himself conspi-
cuous by his military exploits under the celebrated Huguenot
admiral, Coligny, in the French civil wars, readily obtained a
liberal patent from the Queen, dated June 11, 1578, granting
him  permission to form settlements in any part of North
America, with * free liberty and licence from time to time, and
at all times for ever, to discover, find, scarch out and view,
such remote heathen and barbarous lands, not actually pos-
sessed of any Christian Prince or people, as to him, his heirs
and assigns, or to every or any of them, shail seem good,
and the same to have, hold, occupy and enjoy for ever.” It
was further stipulated that no other persons should be allowed
to form scttlements within 200 leagues of any place Sir
Humphrey Gilbert and his associates should take and occupy,
during the space of six years,

As the whole coast, irom Florida to Hudson’s Straits, was
at that time unoccupied, Gilbert’s object in sailing first towards
Cape Breton and Newfeundland was evidently to secure pos-
session of the best lands in the neighbourhood of the fisheries,
The following extracts from Captain IHayes’s journal of the
voyage are taken from Hakluyt's © Colleetion.” The little fleet
comprised five vessels, viz. * The Delight” of 120 tons, Ad-
miral, in which went the General : the * Raleigh” of 200 tons,
M. Butler, eaptain : the * Golden Hind,” of forty tons, Idward
Hayes, captain s the ¢ Swallow.” forty tons, Maurice Browne,
captain; and the Squirrel,” of ten tons, Wm., Andrews,
captain. ¢ We were in number in ali about 260 men among
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whom we had of euery faculty good choice, as Shipwrights,
Masons, Carpenters, Smithes, and such like, requisite to such
an action: also Minerall men and Refiners.  Besides, for
solace of our people and allurement of the Sauages, we were
prouided of Musike in good variety; not omitting the least
toyes, as Morris dancers, Hobby horse, and Maylike concelts
to delight the Sanage people, whom we intended to winne by
all faire meanes possible.”  The fleet sailed from Plymouth on
June 11, 1583, for Cape Race, in Newfoundland, having been
instructed that if they should not happen to meet there, ¢ then
the place of rendezvous was to be at Cape Briton, or the
nearest harbour unto the westward of Cape Briton.”  On the
13th a contagious fever hroke out on board the * Raleigh,” in
consequence of which she put back to Plymouth,  On July
20, the ¢ Swallow’ and the ¢ Squirrel” separated  from  the
other ships in a fog.  On July 30, the < Delight " and ¢ Golden
Hind* first got sight of land in latitude 517, from whenee they
steered to the southward to the small island of Bacealaos, on
the north side of (‘ull('('lllinll l’).’l}'. where lll(‘)‘ met  the
*Swallow.”  Many of the erew of this vessel, men of bad cha-
racter, who had been pirates, having obtained leave from the
captain—* a zood relizious man’—to go on board a homeward-
bound ship they fell in with, “ to borrow such provisions as
could be spared,” plundered the * Newlander of tackle, sails,
cable, victuals, and the men of their apparell.”  Some of them
were drowned in returning to the * Swallow.”  Holding on
their course to the southward, ¢ vntill we came against the
harbour called St. John, about fiue leagues from Cape St
Francis, we found also the Frigate or Squirrel Iying at anchor
before the entrance into the harbour, whom the LEnglish
merchants would not permit to enter into the harbour.  Glad
of <o happy a meeting both of the Swallow and Frigate
in one day (being the 3d August) we made readie our fights,
and prepared to enter the harbour, any resistance to the con-
trarie notwithstanding, there being within, of all nations, to
the number of 36 sailes.  DBut first the Generall despatched a
boat to giue them knowledge of his coming for no ill intent,
haucing Commission from her Maiestie for his voyage he had
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in hand.” No resistance being now made, they entered the
harbour, where they were liberally supplied by all the ships
in port, foreign as well as English, with all the necessaries
they required, as well as many luxuries, which ¢ were enjoyed
the more by how much the same were unexpected in that
desolate corner of the world.” These good things were fur-
nished, probably, not so much from motives of generosity,
as from ¢ their not being able to match us, suffer us not to
be hunger starved.” On August 5, Sir Humphrey, having
summoned the masters of all the vessels in port, in their
presence took formal possession of the island in the name of
his Sovereign, and proclaimed that, by virtue of his grant, he
held a circnit of 200 leagues in every direction. These limits
included Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, past of Labrador,
and the islands of Newfoundland, St. John’s, and Cape
Breton.

Having despatched the ¢ Swallow’ to England with the sick,
Sir Humphrey left St. John’s on August 20, shaping his
course for Cape Breton, with the intention, if the weather
would permit, of touching at Sable Island for a supply of cattle
and swine, which a Portuguese in St. John’s had informed him
could be procured there. ¢ The distance between Cape Race
and Cape Briton is 87 leagues. In which nauigation we
spent 8 dayes, haveing many times the wind indifferent good ;
yet could wee neuer attaine sight of any land all that time,
seeing we were hindered by the current. At last we fell into
such flats and dangers, that hardly any of us escaped; where
neuertheless we lost our Admiral,' with all the men and proui-
sion, not knowing certainly the place.” Aeccording to a reckon-
ing kept by the master of the ¢ (rolden Hind,’ of the courses
and the distances run from ('ape Race towards Cape Breton,
the ¢ Delight’ must have struck upon one of the dangerous flats
which lie off the western end of Sable Island.  No help could
be given by the other ships, which, seeing the sad fate of their
consort, hauled their wind and escaped, ¢ the sea going mightily
and high.” They beat about all that day and the next, but

I The principal ship of a fleet was then called the * Admiral.” The commander
of the fleet was called the ‘General.’
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could learn nothing of the fate of the crew of the ¢ Iind, all
of whom, nearly 100 in number, perished,' except sixteen who
got into a small pinnace with only one oar and without a drop
of water. These men, after being six days at sea, were driven
by a southerly gale upon the coast of Newfoundland, where
they subsisted for eight days upon berries and wild peas, until
tho:\- were rescued by a Spanish ship which carried them to
Passages in Biscay.

The crews of the ¢ Hind’ and ¢ Squirrel” were €so sorely
depressed’ by this misfortune, that Sir Humphrey abandoned
his design of going to Cape Breton, and on August 31 bore
up for England.  When they left St. John's, Sir Humphrey
¢ made choise to go in his Frigat, the Squirrel, the same being
most conuenient to discouer upon the coast, and to search into
every harbour or crecke, which a great ship could not do.’
Twice, on their homeward voyage across the Atlantic, he went
on board the ¢ Hind,” but would not listen to the entreaties of
her officers to remain in her, saying, ¢ I will not forsake my
little company going homeward, with whom I haue passed so
many storms and perils”  On September 9, they passed the
Azores, when ¢the Squirrel was neere cast away, oppressed
by waues, yet at that time recouered ; and, giuing forth signs
of joy, the Generall, sitting abafte with a booke in his hand,
cried out vnto us in the Hind (so oft as we did approach within
hearing), “ We are as neere to Heaven by sea as by land.”
These memorable words, which have cheered many a hardy
British seaman in storm and danger, were the last they heard
from the gallant knight on board the ¢ Hind, for, ¢ aboute twelue
of the clocke, or not long after, on the same night, the Frigat
being ahead of vs in the Golden Hind, suddenly her lights
wvere out, whereof as it were, in a moment, we lost the sight,
and with all our watch cryed, ¢ the Generall was cast away,”
which was too true. For in that moment the Frigat was
deuoured and swallowed vp of the sea’ Thus perished the
brave leader of this unfortunate expedition---the victim of an

! Amongst these were Parmenius, who was to have been the historian of the

expedition, the Saxon Refiner, and Captain Maurice Browne, * a vertuous, honest,
and disereete gentleman.’
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idle report which had gene through the little fleet, ¢ that he
was afraid of the sea,” which he resolved to disprove by rashly
exposing his life to the risks of an autummal vovage across the
Atlantic ina il bark of searce ten tons hurthen, € preferving,’
as Captain Hayes remarks, ¢ the winde of a vaine report to the
weight of his own life.”  Well might Sir Humphrey have
treated such reports with contempt: hiz character was above
suspicion, ¢ IHe was one of those,” observes Hakluyt, ¢ who
alike despised fickleness and fear: danger never turned him
aside from the pursuit of honour or the service of his Sove-
reign; for he knew that death is inevitable and the fame of
virtue immortal.”  Owing to the disastrous intelligence of the
issue of Gilbert's vovage, bronght to Encland by the ¢ Golden
Hind,” Siv Walter Raleigh and his friends, who had an interest
in the enterprise, gave up all idea of forming a settlement in
that part of America, and divected their attention to the more
genial climates of the South: so that we are indebted to eap-
tains in the merchant service for the only accounts extant of
further voyages made to the fishing-grounds before the close
of the sixteenth century,  Hakluyt and Purchas have rescued
many of these from oblivion : hut I purpose giving you extracts
from the journals of Captains Strong and Leigh only, as they
alone contain any references to Cape Dreton,

The * Marigold,” of seventy tons burthen, Richard Strong
master, sailed from Falmouth on June 1, 1593, for the island
of Ramea, on the southern coast of Newfoundland, to kill
morse, or sea-oxen ; *in which isle are so great abundance of
the huge and mightie sea-oxen with great teeth in the moneths
of April, May and June, that there haue beene fifteene hun-
dreth killed there by one small barke in the yeere 1591 The
¢ Marigold” reached Cape St Francis on July 11, whence she
sailed round Cape Race in search of Ramea Island (which you
may see upon any good map.y *We beat about a very long
time, and yet missed it, and at length overshot it, and fell in
with Cape Briton. . . . Heere diuers of our men went on land
vpon the very cape, where, at their arrivall they found the
spittes of oke of the Sanages which had roasted meate a little
before.  And as they viewed the countrey they saw diuers
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heastes and foules, as blacke foxes, deeres, otters, great foules
with redde legges, penguins, and certaine others.  And, haueing
found no people here at this our first Iruding, wee went againe
on shiphoorde, and sayled farther foure leagues to the west of
Cape Briton, where wee saw many scales,  And Lere, haucing
neede of fresh water, we went againe on shore, and, passing
somewhat more into the lande, wee founde certain round
pondes artificially made by the Sauages to keepe fish in, with
certaine weares in them to take fish.,  To these pondes wee
repayred to fill our caske with water.  Wee had aot bene long
here, but there came one Sauage with blacke long hayre
hanging about his shoulders, who called vnto vs, weaving his
hands downwardes towards his bellie, vsing these wordes,
« Calitogh, calitoeh ;> as wee drew towardes him one of our
mens muskets vnawares shot ofts wherevpon hee fell downe,
and rising vp suddenly againe hee erved thrise with a loude
voyee, * Cliiogh, chiogh, chiogh:™ Therecupon nine or tenne
of his fellowes runnin - vicht vp ouer the bushes with great
agilitic and swiftnesse came towardes vs with white staues in
their handes like half pikes, and their dogges of colour blacke,
not so bigge as a grevhounde, followed them at the heeles;
but wee retired vnto our boate without any hurt at all receiued.
Howbeit one of them brake a hogshead which wee had filled
with fresh water, with a great branche of a tree which lay on
the ground.  Vpon which oceasion wee bestowed halfe a dozen
muskets shotte vpon them, which they anoyded by falling flatte
to the earth, and afterwarde retired themselues to the woodes.
One of the Sauages, which seemed to be their ':qatuiné, wore a
long mantle of beastes skinnes hanging on one of his shoulders.
The rest were all naked except their priuities, which were
couered with a skinne tyed behinde.  After they had escaped
our shotte they made a great fire on the shore, belike to gine
their fellowes warning of vs. . . . The kinde of trees that
wee noted to bee here, were goodly Okes, Firre trees of a great
height, a kinde of tree called of vs Quickbeame, and diuerse
other kindes to vs vnknowne, because wee stayed not long with
diligence to obserue them; and there is great shewe of rosen,
pitch and tarre. Wee found in both the places where wee
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went on land abundance of Raspeses, Strawberries, Hurtes, and
herbes of good smell, and diuers good for the skuruie, and
grass very ranke and of great length. Wee sawe fiue or six
boates sayling to the southwardes of Cape Briton, which wee
judged to bee Christians, which had some trade that way.
Wee sawe also, while wee were on shore, the manner of their
hanging vp their fish and flesh with withes to dry in the ayre;
they also lay them vpon raftes and hurdles and make a smoake
voder them, or a softe fire, and so drie them as the Sauages vse
to doe in Virginia.” Ience they sailed along the coast to the
south-west as far as the latitude of 441°, and in their course
‘sawe exceeding great store of Seales and abundance of Por-
poses, whereof we killed eleuen. We sawe Whales also of all
sortes as well small as great; and here our men took many
berded Codde with one teate vnderncath, which are like to the
North East Cods, and better than those of Newfoundland.’
On September 28 thiey left the coast and steered for England,
which they reached on December 22.

The place where the ¢ Marigold's* boat’s erew landed to ob-
tain fresh water was evidently the point of land upon which
Louishourg was afterwards built, the distance from the Cape
being exactly four leagues.

Captain Leigh’s voyage, to which I have already alluded
(p. 40), was made in 1597. He sailed from Gravesend on
April 11,in command of the ¢ Hopewell,” of 120 tons, accom-
panied by the ¢ Chancewell,” Captain Van Herwick, of 70 tons,
on a fishing and trading expedition to the St. Lawrence. Both
ships arrived in safety on the coast of Newfoundland on
May 20, but parted company in a fog off Placentia Bay on
June 5. Captain Leigh, from whose journal I make the fol-
lowing extracts, informs me, that on June 11, ¢ at sunsetting,
we had sight of Cape Breton. . . . On the 12th, by reason
of contrary winds they cast anchor under the north-east end
of the island of Menego, to the north of Cape Breton . . .
and on the 14th came to the two islands of Birds.” After
visiting Brion’s Island, they gave up the idea of going to the
St. Lawrence without their consort, and returned to the east-
ward in search of her. On his arrival at the Isle of Ramea,
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finding four French vessels in the port, Leigh coolly ordered
the masters to deliver up their munitions and powder to him,
promising to return them on his departure.  This demand was
resisted by the fishermen, who called in a number of men from
the other harbours near, and prepared to attack the ¢ Hope-
well” with three picces of ordnance planted on the shore.
Finding the Frenchmen too streng for him, Leigh prudently
left the port on the 21st, and sailed for Isle Blanch, two
leagues distant; but he was not allowed to remain long, his
white flag having been answered ¢ by a bullet out of a great
pieee of ordnance.” By the advice of his sailing master, Leigh
now shaped his course for the river of Cape Breton [ Syndey?],
supposed to be 40 leagues distant, ¢ The 24 June we sent our
boate on shore in a great Bay vpon the Isle of Cape DBriton,
for water.  The 25 we arrived on the west side of the isle of
Menego, where we left some caske on shore in a sandy bay,
but could not tary for foule weather. The 26 we cast auker
in another Bay vpon the maine of Cape Briton. The 27, about
tenne of the clocke in the morning, we met with eight men of
the Chancewell, our consort, in a shallope, who told us that
their ship was cast away vpon the maine of Cape DBriton,
within a great bay eighteene leagues within the Cape, and
vpon a rocke within a mile of the shore, vpon the 23 of this
moneth, about one of the clocke in the afternoone; and that
they had cleered the ship from the rocke: but being bilged
and full of water, they presently did run her vp into a sandy
bay, where she was ne sooner come on ground, but presently
after there came aboord many shallops with store of French
men, who robbed and spoyled all they could lay hands on,
pillaging the poore men euen to their very shirts, and vsing
them in sauage maner; whereas they should rather as Chris-
tians haue aided them in that distresse. Which newes, when
we heard, we blessed God, who by his diuine providence and
vnspeakable mercy had not onely preserued all the men, but
brought us thither so miraculously to ayd and comfort them.
So presently we put into the road where the Chancewell lay ;
where also was one ship of Sibiburo, whose men that holpe to
pillage the Chancewell were runne away into the woods. But
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the master therecof, which had done very honestly with our
men, stayed m his ship, and came aboord of vs: whom we vsed
well, not taking from him auny thing that was his, but onely
such things as we could finde of our owne.  And when we had
dispatched our businesse, we gave him one good cable, one olde
able and an anker, one shallop with mast, sailes and other
furniture, and other things which belonged to the ship.  In
recompense whereof he gaue vs two hogsheads of sider, one
barrel of peaze, and 25 score of fish,

¢ The 29, betimes in the morning we departed from that road
[St. Ann’s 7] toward a great Biscaine some 7 leagues off, of 300
tuns, whose men dealt most doggedly with the Chancewell’s
company. The same night we ankered at the mouth of the
harborow where the Biskaine was.  The 30, betimes in the
morning we put into the harborow, and, approached nere their
stage, we saw it uncouered, and so suspected the ship to be
gone; whereupon we sent our pinesse on shore with a dozen
men, who, when they came, found great store of fish on shore,
but all the men were fled : neither could they perceiue whether
the ship could be gone, but, as they thought, to sea. This day,
about twelue of the clocke, we teok a sauage boate which our
men pursued; but all the Saunages ran away into the woods,
and our men brought their boat on boord. The same day, in
the afternoon, we brought our ship to an ankerin the harborow :
and the same we tooke three hogsheads and an halfe of traine,
and some 300 of greene fish.  Also in the euening three of the
Sauages, whose boat we had, came vnto vs for their boat; to
whom we gaue coats and kniues, and restored them their boat
againe. The next day, being the first of July, the rest of the
Sauages came vnto vs, among whom was their king, whose
name was Itary, and their queene, to whom also we gaue coats
and kniues and other trifles. These Sauages called the har-
borow Cibo [Sydney]. In this place are the greatest multi-
tude of lobsters that ener we heard of'; for we caught at one
hawle with a little draw net above 140.

¢ The fourth of July, in the morning we departed from Cibo.
And the fifth we cast anker in a reasonable good harbour called
New Port [ Puerto Novo or Baleine] some eight leagues from
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Cibo, and within three leagues from the English Port (Louis-
bourg). At this place, in pursuing certain shallops of a ship of
Rochel, one of them came aboord, who told vs that the Bis-
kainer whom we sought was in the English Port, with two
Biskainers more and two ships of Rochel.  Thereupon we sent
one of our men in the Rochellers shallop to parle with the
Admiral ' and others our friends in the English Port, request-
ing them ayd for the recouery of our things, which the other
ship, called the Santa Maria, of St. Vincent (whereof was mas-
ter Johannes de Harte, and pilot Adam de Lauandote), had
robbed from the Chancewell.  To which they answered, that if
we would come in vnto them in peace, they would assist vs
what they might.  This answer we had the sixt day.

¢On the scuenth, in the forencon, we arrived in the English
Port, and cast anker aloofe from the other ships; which done, I
went aboord the Admirall to desire the performance of his pro-
mize; who sent for Johannes de Harte, who was contented to
restore most of our things againe: whereupon I went aboord
his ship to haue them restored.  This day and the eight I spent
in procuring such things as they had robbed ; but yet in the
end we wanted a great part thereof. Then we were briefe
with them, and willed them either to restore vs the rest of our
things which they had, or els enforce them to do it, and also
haue satisfaction for our victuals and merchandises, which
by their means were lost in the Chancewell,  The ninth, in the
morning, wee prepared our ship to goe neere vuto them.
Whercupon their Admirall sent his boat aboord and desired
to speak with mee; then I went vnto him, and desired to haue
oar things with peace and quictnesse, proffering to make him
and the masters of the two ships of Rochel our vmpires, and
what they should aduise 1 would stand vato. Heerenpon we
went aboord the other ship to make peace, but they would
heare no reason, neither vet condescend to restore any thing

" Tt was customary in the fishing ports for the master of the first ship that
arrived to act as admiral until another came in, when the last coner Lecame
admiral, and o on in succession.  Any disputes or difficulties that arose were
referred to the admiral for settlement.  The admiral, upon coming into office, gave
a feast to all the masters of vessels 10 port,
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els which they had of curs. Then T desired that, as I came in
peace vnto them, they would so set me aboord my ship againe;
which they denied to doe, but most uniustly detained me and
Stephen van Herwicke [master of the Chancewell], who was
with me. A while after, our shallop came with foure men to
know how I did, and to fetch me aboord; but so soone as she
came to the Admirall’s ship’s side, his men entered, and tooke
her away, detaining our men also as prisoners with vs.  Then
presently all the three Biscainers male toward our ship, which
was not carelesse to get the winde of them all; and hauing
then by the merey of God obtained the same, shee then stayed
for them; but when they sawe they had lost their advantage,
they presently turned their course, making as great haste in
againe as they did out before. Afterwards I attempted twise
to goe aboord, but was still enforced backe by the two other
Biscainers, who sought our liues, so that in the end the master
of the Admirall was enforced to man his great hoat to waft vs:
and yet, notwithstanding, they bent a piece of great ordinance
at vs; for we were to passe by them vnto our ship; but we
rescued our shallop under our master’s great boat; and by
that means passed in safety. The next morning, being the
tenth of the moneth, we purposed, if the winde had serucd our
turn, to haue made them repent their euill doing, and to
restore vs our owne againe, or els to haue suncke their ships
if we could. DBut the winde serued not our turne for that
purpose, but carried vs to sea; so that the same morning
we tooke our course toward the Bay of St. Lawrence, in New-
foundland, where we hoped to finde a Spanish ship, which we
had intelligence did fish at that place.’

On his arrival at St. Lawrence Bay, learning that there was
a Spanish ship in Little St. Lawrence, not far distant, he sent
an officer and sixteen men to seize her. This was easily
effected; but another Spanish ship, which arrived a day o~
two after on the scene of action, recaptured her consort, and
made prisoners of the prize crew. Finding himself over-
matched, Leigh was glad to exchange the Spanish prisoners
in his hands for the prize crew, and hasten his departure from
such a dangerous neighbourhood. On the 24th, he reached
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the harbour of Cape St. Mary, where he found a French ship
of Belle Isle, 200 tons burthen, with a crew of forty men.
Disappointed in his views upon the Spaniard, Leigh attacked,
and, after a sharp fight, captured the unoffending Frenchman,
who had nothing whatever to do with the robbery of the
¢ Chancewell.” Having thus satisfied his desire for revenge,
Leigh sailed with his prize for England, and on August 31
made Lundy Island, in the Bristol Channel.

In ¢ certaine observations,’ at the end of his ¢ Journal,” Leigh
says:—¢ The island of Menego [probably St. Paul’s] is scant
two leagues long, and very narrow. In the midst of it, a
areat way within the wood, is a very large poole. . . . The
land of Cape Briton we found to be somewhat like the New-
foundland, but rather better. Ilere, toward the west end of
it, we saw the clouds lie lower than the hils; as we did also
at Cape Laurence in Newfoundland. The easterly end of the
island of Cape Driton is nothing so high land as the west.
We went on sho.e vpon it in fiue places: 1. At the bay where
the Chancewell was cast away ; 2. At Cibo; 3. At a litile
island between Cibo and Newport; 4. At the Newport; and
5. At Port Inglese, or the Yinglish Port.’

Captain Leigh is the first navigator that calls Cape Breton
an island.'  All the other writers whom I have quoted in the
preceding pages, secem to have been of opinion that the Cape
itself was the eastern extremity of Nova Scotia, or, as it wu-
then called, Norumbega, or Arambec— the name applied upon
the old maps to all the territory to the eastward of the Hudson
river, They speak of the Cape, the country adjacent to or
about the C pe, or the firm or mainland of Cape Breton, but
never make any allusion to its insular character. The Cape.
from its prominent position, naturally became the land-fall
anxiously looked for by the fishermen coming out from Europe
in the spring, as well as their point of departure on their home-

' Since the aliove passage was written, my attention has been directed to a
voyage (recorded in Hakluyt's * Collection ') made by Master Rice Jones, in the
* Grace " of Bristol, in 1594, to the island of Anticosti, in pursuit of whales, in which
Muster Jones says that on his return * he had sight of the island of Cape Breton.’
This was three years Lefore Leigh's voyage,
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ward voyages, and was known by its present name so far back
as the year 1504 (p. 14).

I have not been able to ascertain when the Gut of Canso
was first discovered. The oldest map on which it is delineated
is that constructed by the celebrated geographer Gerard Mer-
cator, published at Duisbourg in 1569, of which you have a
copy annexed. Mercator must have derived his information
from an authentic source—probably from some intelligent
fisherman who frequented that part of the coast—as the posi-
tion and direction of the Gut is laid down with tolerable
accuracy.! Neither Hakluyt nor Michael Lok could have
seen Mercator’s map, when the former published Lok’s map in
the ¢ Divers Voyvages to America,” in 1582, as Cape Breton is
laid down as the eastern extremity of Norumbega. This is the
more extraordinary, as, according to Hakluyt, © Michael Lok
was a man, for his knowledge in divers languages, and espe-
cially in cosmographie, able to do his country good.’

During the latter years of the sixteenth century, a’though
England, IFrance, and Spain were at constant warfare, it is
gratifying to learn that the coasts of Cape DBreton were con-
sidered neutral ground by the European fishermen, who fie-
quented the same harbours and followed their vocation in
peace and amity. It was only when such an outrage as the
plundering of the ¢ Chancewell” oceurred, that the smouldering
embers of national animosity burst into a flame. In other
parts of the world, this commendable conduet was not, un-
happily, pursued. Lvery sea traversed by the argosies of
Spain, laden with the treasures of Mexico and Peru, was
closely watched by bold English rovers, ever ready to pounce
upon their prey.  To these men it was a matter of indifterence
whether England and Spain were at peace or war.  If they
fell in with a Spanish galleon, they never wanted an excuse
for attacking her; and if’ the Spanish Ambassador complained
of the outrage at the English Court, Elizabeth, it is said,

' Lescarbot says that a Frenchman, Savalette, began to fish at a harbour four
leagues to the westward of Cape Canso, in 1563, Savalette must of course have
been well aware of the existence of the strait which separates Cape Breton from
Nova Seotin,  See Lescarbot's Histoire de la Nouvell - France,
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‘reproved the offenders with smiles, and occasionally conde-
scended to share in the plunder.”  Fortunately for the Spanish
fishermen, the small value of their cargoes offered no tempta-
tion to such men as IHawkins, Drake, and Grenville; and
hundreds of cargoes of salt cod and train oil annually reached
Spain - without molestation.  Although the ports of Cape
Breton were open to all nations, St. Anne'’s was the favourite
resort of the French, Port Inglese (Louisbourg), of the Iing-
lish, and Baie des Espagnols (Sydney), of the Spanish fisher-
men,  Before the close of Elizabeth’s reign (1603), more than
200 English vessels were engaged in the fisheries of Newtound-
land and Cape Breton.!

After the failure of Baron de Lery to make a settlement in
America in 1518, no attempts were made by the French to
take actual possession of any part of the country bordering on
the Gulf of St. Lawrence until the year 1598, when the Mar-
quis de la Roche took out a number of persons, amongst whom
were forty conviets, to establish a colony in New France. On
his arrival at the Isle of Sable, the Marquis put the conviets
on shore, with the intention of leaving them there until he had
explored the coasts of the mainland in search of a suitable
place for settlement.  Whilst engaged in this duty, the Mar-
quis was overtaken by a tempest, driven oft the coast, and
obliged to return to I‘rance. The unfortunate convicts,
abandoned to their fate on a desolate island, built a house
with materials obtained from the wrecks of some Spanish ves-
sels which had been cast away on their way to Cape Breton,
with the intention of making a settlement there.”  Seven years
afterwards, a vessel was sent out by the king of France to look
after the miserable outeasts, when only twelve were found
alive, who had subsisted principally upon the progeny of the
attle left there by the Baron de Lery in 15183

In the year 1599, the Sieur Chauvin,a captain in the French
navy, who had some influence at Court, by the advice of Cap-
tain Pontgrave of St Malo, who had made a voyage up the

' Lord Bury's Exodus of the Western Nations.
* Charlevoix’s Histoire ot Description de la Nowvelle-Franee.
3 See p- 18.

K
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St. Lawrence, obtained a patent from the king, granting him
the exclusive right of trading upon that river, on condition of
colonising the country. Chauvin and Pontgrave, accompanied
by M. de Monts, who went out to see the country, arrived at
Tadoussae, an Indian village at the confluence of the rivers
Saguenay and St. Lawrence, where they established a post for
trading with the natives. Pontgrave and De Monts strongly
advised Chauvin to go farther up the St. Lawrence; but the
latter, ignoring the conditions of his patent, and thinking of
nothing but enriching himself by the collection of furs, left
sixteen men at Tadoussac for that purpose, and returned with
his friends to France. Tu the following spring, Chauvin again
went out to Tadoussae, where he found that several of his men
had died of cold and hunger during the winter, and that the
survivors owed their lives to the kindness of the Indians,
Taking his men to France, he was busily engaged in prepar

tions for another expedition upon a larger scale, when he died
suddenly, and the scheme was consequently abandoned.!

Equally unfortunate was the result of an enterprise under-
taken soon after the death of Chauvin by the Sieur Aymer de
Chastes, Governor of Dieppe, who obtained a commission from
Henry IV. to establish a colony in Canada. De Chastes sent
out Captain du Pontgrave and Samuel Champlain to examine
the country, for the purpose of selecting a place for settle-
ment, who, after completing that service, returned to France,
where, to their great grief, they found that De Chastes had
died during their absence. This, of course, put an end to the
enterprise.

The attempts of Sir Walter Raleigh and his friends to
establish an English colony in the more genial climate of
North Carolina were equally unsuccessful.  Having obtained
a patent from Queen Elizabeth, Raleigh sent out an expedition
in 15835, which, owing to the gross mismanagement of its
leader, proved a disastrous failure. Most of the settlers died
of hunger and disease; the few survivors were fortunately
rescued from a similar fate by Sir Francis Drake, who visited
the settlement in 1586, on his return from Carthagena. A

! Champlain's Foyages de la Nouvelle-France,



FAILURE OF SETTLEMENTS. 51

second band of settlers, who went out in 1587, 120 in number,
was supposed to have perished in hostilities with the Indians.
Not a single soul was left to tell the sad story of their fate.
In the short space of a dozen years almost every trace of the
City of Raleigh, on the island of Roanoke, was obliterated.

Thus you see that up to the year 1600—103 years after the
discovery of the continent of North America by Cabot—every
attempt to establish a permanent settlement on the long line of
coast stretching from Florida to Labrador had signally failed ;
not a single European was then known to be living within those
limits, save the few miserable outcasts left by De la Roche
on the desolate Isle of Sable.
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LETTER 1V.
1600—1613.

Tue dawn of the seventeenth century was distinguished by an
event of no small importance in connection with our story—
namely, the first settlement of Nova Scotia. This, too, was
immediately followed by another attempt to establish a colony
in Canada, which happily proved more successful than those
which I briefly noticed in my last letter. If the simple colo-
nisation of those countries had been the only object in view,
the failures I have recorded would most likely have discouraged
others from undertaking similar enterprises; but a new branch
of commerce—the fur trade—had been gradually growing up,
which yielded such profitable returns, that the moment one
adventurer disappeared, another was ready to step into his
place.  The Norman and Breton fishermen, who had occa-
sionally visited the Gulf and River St. Lawrence in the pursuit
of whales, ever since the time of Jacques Cartier, were the
first who began this traftic. Finding that the savages readily
exchanged the glossy beaver skins with which they were
clothed for the merest trifles, the fishermen brought out knives,
beads, and other worthless trinkets, and in the course of time
established a regular trade with the savages, who flocked to
the shore every spring with the fruits of their winter’s hunting.
This lucrative traffic was not confined to the banks of the
St. Lawrence. The fishermen who frequented the coasts of
Nova Scotia and Cape Breton were not long in discovering
that the traffic in furs was a much more profitable, and at the
same time a less laborious occupation than catching and cur-
ing codfish. Many abandoned their old vocation, and, being
supplied by the merchants of St. Malo, Rouen, &c., with
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abundast stocks of such commodities as were most eagerly
purchased by the Indians, penetrated every harbour and creek
upon the coasts of the Gulf and the Atlantic in search of
customers.  Cape Breton, owing to its position, and the facili-
ties afforded by its internal water communication, soon became
a favourite resort of the fur traders.’

The mortal remains of M. de Chastes, the worthy governor
of Dieppe, had scarcely been deposited in their last resting-
place, when a new candidate for the honour of colonising
New France, and at the same time of enriching himself in the
lucrative fur trade, appeared in the person of Pierre du Gast,
Sicur de Monts, a gentleman of great influence at the court of
Henry 1V., who in the year 1603 obtained a grant from that
monarch of all the territory included between the fortieth and
forty-sixth degrees of novth latitude. This territory, which
was called La Cadié or Acadié in his commission, extended from
Pennsylvania on the south, to the St. Lawrence on the north,
including therein the present British provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, to which in later times, the name Acadié
was restricted.  De Monts, by his grant, enjoyed a monopoly
of the soil, and the exclusive right of trading in furs with the
Indians ; but the rights of the fishermen to follow their voca-
tion on the coasts without interruption were strictly reserved.
This reservation, however, did not satisfy either the fishermen
or the merchants of the French fishing ports, who had for :
long time been deriving great profits from the fur trade. A
great outery was raised against the monopoly by all parties

' It is evident the Cape Breton Indians were regularly engaged in this trade
in the year 1594, and ready to dispose of their furs to any chance vessel that
arrived on the coast ; for Henry May, who visited the island on his way from
Bermuda (where he had been shipwrecked) to Newfoundland, in search of a
passage to England, says: < On the 20th May (1594) we fell with the land near to
Cape Briton, where we ran into a fresh-water river, whereof there be many, and
tooke in wood, water, and ballast.  And here the people of the countrey came unto
us, being elothed all in furs, with the furred side unto their skins, and brought with
them furres of sundry sorts to sell, hesides great store of wild ducks ; so some of
our company, having saved some small beads, bought some of their ducks. IHere
we stayed not above foure houres, and so departed. This should seeme to he

a very good countrey.  And we saw very fine champion ground and woods.'—
Halklvyt.
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interested in the old state of affairs, which De Monts could
only appease by following the example of his predecessor De
Chastes, who had been ouliged to give the malcontents a share
in his exclusive rights,

De Monts and his partners lost no time in taking possession
of their territory. In the spring of 1604, they fitted out two
vessels, in which they embarked a motley company, comprised
of gentlemen volunteers, Catholie priests, Huguenot ministers,
agriculturists, artisans, soldiers, and some persons of less repu-
table character, taken from the gaols and galleys.

De Monts sailed from Havre de Grace on April 7, 1604,
in the first ship, commanded by Captain Timothy, accompanied
by his friend Jean de Biencourt ; Baron de Poutrincourt, who
went out to see the country for the purpose of fixing upon a
suitable place to settle his family ; Samuel Champlain, chief
pilot of the expedition, of whom I shall have to say more
anon; and M. d'Orville, M. de Champdoré. and ¢ other men
of reckoning.” De Monts and many cf his associates being
Protestants, were allowed the free exercise of their religion
upon condition of taking out a certain number of priests to
instruct the aborigines in the dogmas of the Roman Catholic
faith. This condition he faithfully carried out, much to his
own discomfort,  They had not been many days at sea when
the priests and ministers began to discuss the tenets of their
respective creeds, which led to unseeraly quarrels, sometimes
ending in blows. Champlain says he does not know which
had the best of it, but that he heard the minister of what he
calls “ the pretended reformed religion,” complain to De Monts
that he had been beaten by the priest.

Captain Pontgrave, a merchant of St. Malo, whe had
often been up the St. Lawrence, and was said to have realised
a fortune in the fur trade, embarked in the second ship, com-
manded by Captain Morell, and sailed from Havre de Grace
a few days after De Monts, having previonsly arranged to
meet him at Campsean.

De Monts had a favourable voyage, but overshot his des-
tined port, making the land at Cape La Héve, sixty leagues
to the westward of Campseau; whilst Pontgrave, on the other
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hand, fell short of it, first making the land at Havre d
I'Anglois (Lounisbourg).  From Cape La IHéve De Monts
4-1»:|>{1'l| along to the westward, and entered a harbour which
he named Port-Rossignol (Liverpool), after the captain of a
<hip which he seized there, ¢ who did trucke for skins with the
caveces,”  Proceeding further west, he reached a harbour
which he ealled Port Mouton (the name which it still bears),
in consequence of one of his sheep having leaped overboard
whilst at anchor there.  Here he waited a month for Pont-
ced a

grave’s ship, but receiving no tidings of her, he engag
partv of Indians to go along the coast to the eastward in
search of her,  The missing ship was found at La DBaie des
Ixles, having been detained, as Lescarbot! says, “for two
causes: the one, that, wanting a cocke-boate, they imploied
their time in building one, on the land where they arrived
first, which was the English Port (Louishourg). The other,
that, being come at Campseau Port, they founde there foure
ships of Baskes, or men of St. John de Luz, that did trucke
with the Savages, contrarie to the said inhibitions [ De Mont’s
Patent], from whom they took their goods, and brought the
masters to the said M. de Monts, who used them very gently.’

Pontgrave then ‘returned backe towards the great river of
Canada (the St. Lawrence) for the trade of skinnes or furres;’
but De Monts, whe had been in Canada with Chauvin, and
had noticed the “igour of the climate, determined to seek for
a suitable place for hiz -Cttlement in a more genial climate to
the southward.  Doubling Cape Sable, he discovered the Bay
of Fundy, which he called ¢ La Baie Francoise,” and a narrow
channel on the starboard leading into a beautiful basin of
great extent, surrounded by undulating wooded hills, to which
he gave the name of Port Royal (Annapolis).  Poutrincourt
was so enchanted with this beautiful harbour, that he obtained
from De Monts a grant of the country bordering upon it, with
the intention of bringing out his family and forming a settle-

" Both Lescarbot and Champlain were engaged with de Monts i “he settle-
ment of Acadié. My hasty sketch has been chiefly compiled from Erondelle’s
Translation of Lescarbot's History of New France, published in London in 1610,
and Champlain's oyages de la Nowvelle-France.  Paris edition of 1632,
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ment. Proceeding up the bay, De Monts discovered the
basin of Minas, the river St. John, and the Bay of Passama-
quoddy, where he decided upon establishing his settlement
upon a small island near the mouth of the river St. Croix
Here he erected a fort and suitable buildings, in which he and
his company spent a miserable winter, after the departure of
Poutrincourt, who had returned to France in the preceding
autumn.  Of seventy-nine persons who remained with De
Monts on the island, thirty-five died of scurvy before spring.
As soon as the weather would permit, Champlain and De
Monts embarked in a small eraft of fifteen tons burthen to
comyplete the survey of the coast to the westward, which they
had commenced in the previous autumn.  They proceeded as
far as Cape Cod, but finding the natives generally fierce and
hostile, or, as Lescarbot calls them, ¢ traitours and theefes
whom one had neede to take heede of,” they returned to St.
Croix in the beginning of August. Despairing of receiving
the expected succours, they were preparing to go to New-
foundland, in the hope of meeting with a vessel to take them
to France, when Pontgrave arrived, bringing with him abun-
dant supplies and a reinforcement of forty men, ¢ to the great
joy of all’ By the advice of Pontgrave, De Monts now
decided upon crossing the bay and forming a settlement at
Port Royal.  Having carried over all their stores and utensils,
and such portions of the buildings as could be removed, they
at once set to work to clear the land, and to erect houses and
a fort, on a point at the mouth of the Equille River ( Anna-
polis River). As soon as the people were all comfortably
housed, De Monts returned to France, leaving Pontgrave in
charge of the settlement, and Champlain and Champdoré to
explore the country.

In the spring of 1606, De Monts and Poutrincourt engaged
a ship called the ¢ Jonas’ to take out mechanies, labourers, and
supplies to Port Royal.  Poutrincourt sailed from Rochelle
in the “Jonas,” accompanied by his friend Mare ILescarbot,
“avoeat en Parlement,” who wished to see the country. We
are indebted to Lescarbot for the first, as well as the Dhest
account of the settlement of Acadié. They had a rough and
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tedious voyage. On the 4th July they made the Isles of St.
Peter's. on the coast of Newfoundland; and on the 7th, ¢ dis-
covered on the larboard a coast of land, high raised up,
appearing unto us as long as one’s sight could stretch out,
which gave us greater cause of joy than yet we had had;
wherein God did greatly shew his merciful favour unto us,
making this discovery in fair calm weather. Being yet far
from it, the boldest of the company went up to the main top,
to the end to see it better, so much were all of us desirous to
see this land, true and most delightful habitation of man. M.
de Poutrincourt went up thither, and myself also, which we
had not vet done.  Lven our dogs did thrust their noses out
of the ship, better to draw and smell the sweet air of the land,
not heing able to contain themselves from witnessing by their
gestures the joy they had of it.  We drew within a league
near unto it, and (the sails being let down) we fell a fishing of
Cod, the fishing of the Bank beginning to fail. They which
had before us made voyages in those parts, did judge us to
be at Cape Breton.  The night drawing on, we stood off to
the seaward; the next day following drew near to the Bay of
Campseau.’

Having called at several places on the coast, they did not
reach Port Royal until the 27th July, when they found that
Pontgrave and all his people, save two men in charge of the
fort, had left the place a few days before in boats, in quest of
a fishing vessel bound for France. Meeting with a boat sent
to explore some harbours on the coast by Pourtrincourt, Pont-
grave immediately returned to Port Royal, and having seen
all parties comfortably settied, proceeded in the ¢ Jonas

along
the coast towards Cape Breton in search of contraband traders,
and then sailed for France.  Champlain and Poutrincourt then
set out in a little bark of fifteen tons, to survey the coast to
the southward, leaving Lescarbot busily occupied in super-
intending the completion of the fort and magazines, clearing
land, laying out ficlds and gardens, erecting a water mill, and
making all needful preparations for the coming winter.

Having received an abundant supply of wine and other
creature comforts hy the “Jonas,” and having from the first
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wisely established most friendly relations with the Indians,
who brought in a profusion of fish, game, and venison, the
little band of settlers seem to have had a jolly time of it during
the winter. They accompanied the Indians in their hunting
expeditions, encamped with them in the forest, invited the
chiefs to their table, and regaled the squaws and children with
bread and biscuit.  On the return of spring, all hands, includ-
ing even Poutrincourt and Lescarbot, set to work to prepare
the soil for cultivation; they dug, planted, and sowed their
little fields, with the hope of receiving an abundant return for
their labour.  Whilst they were thus employed, 400 Indian
warriors, from various parts of the country, rendezvoused at
Port Royal, under the command of an aged Sagamore called
Memberton, a firm friend of the French, on their way to
attack a tribe called Armouchiquois, who dwelt on the coast
of Maine. The professed object of assembling at Port Royal
was to gratify their French friends; the real object, probably,
was tomake a demonstration of their power. If the truth were
known, the departure of the fleet of war canoes was to the
French the most pleasing part of the spectacle.

Spring was fast slipping away, and the colonists were
anxiously looking for the arrival of De Monts with supplies
from France, when a vessel entered the harbour, bringing the
unwelcome intelligence of the revocation of De Monts’s char-
ter, in consequence of the complaints of the Basque and
Breton fishermen, who alleged that their property had been
unjustly confiscated, and their business ruined, by De Monts’s
cruisers, Champlain says this was effected by the intrigues of
influential persons about the Court, who were jealous of the
great privileges granted to De Monts; and that the fisher-
men, notwithstanding their great outery, had been able to
give a heavy bribe to “a certain person’ to persuade the king
to cancel the commission.

Thus, at the very time when their hopes were brightest—
when all seemed full of promise and success—the noble enter-
prise in which De Monts had embarked was brought to an
abrupt and disastrous termination by the intrigues of the
favourites of a corrupt Court. Under these circumstances
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the colonists had no choice; they were obliged to abandon
Port Royal, and immediately set about making preparations
for that purpose. In the month of August, 1607, Poutrin-
court and all his people, with heavy hearts left the fort and
buildings of Port Royal, together with the growing crops, to
their friends the Indians, who had just returned victorious
from their raid against the Armouchiquois, and proceeded to
Campseau to join the other vessels belonging to De Monts
and his associates.

The French, by their kind and courteous conduet, had =o
completely won the affection and esteem of the Indians, that
on their departure from Port Royal ¢the shore resounded
with lamentation.” ¢ It was piteous,” says Lescarbot, ‘to see
at his (Poutrincourt’s) departing, those poor people weep, who
had always been kept in hope that some of ours should always
tarry with them. In the end, promise was made unto them
that the year following houscholds and families should be sent
thither, wholly to inhabit their land, and teach them trades
for to make them live as we do, which promise did somewhat
comfort them.” Tt is a painful task to contrast the conduct of
our own countrymen and other Europeans with that of the
French towards the Indians. T will only mention two in-
stances,  In this same year (1607), the crew of a Duteh ves-
scl, which had put into Campseau harbour, plundered the
graves of the Indians of the beaver skins in which it was their
custom to wrap the bodies of the dead.  And two years later,
the cclebrated navigator, Henry Hudson, on his voyage along
the coast of Aecadié, entered a port to repair his ship, where
the Indians received him with great kindness, giving all the
aid in their power, and offering valuable beaver skins in ex-
change for common * redde gownes ; * and how do you suppose he
repaid them?  He shall answer for himself: ¢ In the morning
wee manned our scute with foure muskets, and sixe men, and
tooke one of their shallops, and brought it aboord. Then wee
manned our boate and scute with twelve men and muskets,
and two stone pieces, or murderers, and drave the sauages
from their houses, and tooke the spoyle of them, as they would
have done of us."!

' Huds m's Foyages. published by the Hakhiyt Society.
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Leaving these painful subjects, let us note the progress of
our friends from Port Roval to Campsean.  Coasting along
shore, they at length arrived at a port four leagues to the
westward of Campsean, where they found an old French cap-
tain who had been fishing on the coast of Acadié for more than
forty years. As Lescarbot’s relation throws some light upon
the way the fishery was carried on at that time on the coasts
of Acadi¢ and Cape Breton, I must give it in full :—* In the
end we arrived within foure leagues of Campseau, at a port,
where a good old man of St. John de Luz, called Captain
Savalet,! received us with all the kindness in the world.  And
for as much as this port (which is little but very faire) hath no
name, I have qualified it, in my geographical map, with the
name of Savalet.  This good honest man told us that the same
vovage was the 42 voyage that he had made into these parts,
and neverthelesse the Newfoundland men do but make one
in a yveare. e was marvellously pleased with his fishing,
and tolde us morcover that he tooke every day fiftie crownes
worth of fish, and that his voyage would be worth 1000 pounds,
He paid wages to 16 men, and his vessell was of 80 tunnes,
which could carry 100,000 dry fishes. Ie was sometimes
vexed with the savages that did eabine there, v ho too boldly
and impudently went into his ship and carried away from him
what they liked.”  Next day they arrived at Campseau, where
they were soon after joined by Poutrincourt and Champlain,
who had made the vovage from Port Royal, a distance of 120
leagues, in an open boat. The whole party then sailed for
France.

Poutrincourt and Lescarbot do not seem to have visited Cape
Breton during their residence in Acadié, but Champlain, who
was employed in curveying the coast .and harbours of New
France, gives in his work a short deseription of the island,
which I will give at length, as it is the first on record. It is
accompanied by a quaint old map, of which I annex a copy,
for the purpose of showing how little was then known of the
geography of the island, even by a person professionally engaged
in maritime surveyving. The harbour of Sydney, one of the

' This is the person mentioned at n. 48,
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hest and most conspicuous on the Atlantic coast, which had
been long knowr, you will observe, is not shown at all, whilst
the Bras d’'Or Lakes are represented as communicating with
the ocean by means of a channel opening into Ingonish Bay.
Having deseribed the principal harbours between Cape Sable
and Cancean,! he goes on to say, ¢ Between Canceau and Cape
Breton there is a great bay which runs nine or ten leagues
inland and forms a passage between the island and the main-
land. It communicates with the great Bay of St. Lawrence,
leading up to the fisheries at Gaspé and Isle Pereée.  The pas-
sage is exceedingly narrow.  Large ships cannot pass through
it, although there is sufficient depth of water, on account of
the changing tides and rapid currents. For this reason we
have named it ¢ Le Passage Courant.” It lies in the latitude
of 433 degrees.  Cape Breton Island is of a triangular form,
cighty leagues in cireuit, and is generally mountainous, never-
theless in some parts very pleasant.  In the midst of the island
there is a kind of lake communicating with the sea on the north-
east and south-cast. In the lake there are a number of islands
abounding in game ; shell-fish of various kinds are found, in-
cluding oysters of poor flavour. In this island there are several
harbours and fishing places—namely, Port aux Anglois (Louis-
bourg), about three or four leagues from the Cape, and Niganis
(Ingonish), eighteen or twenty leagues further north. The
Portuguese formerly made a settlement on this island, but the
cold and rigorous climate compelled them to abandon it.’2

For the present you must be satisfied with this short account
of your island. I shall have more interesting intelligence to
communicate by and by ; but we must first trace the fortunes
of Poutrincourt to their bitter end. Undaunted by the losses
he had sustained, charmed with the salubrity of the eclimate
and fertility of the soil about Port Royal, and ambitious of
becoming the father of New France, Poutrincourt, on his

! I now adopt Champlain’s orthography of this name. Lescarbot always spells
it * Campseaun.

? There is a description of Cape Breton in Joan de Lact's Novus Orbis, pub-
lished at Leyden in 1633, but it differs so Jittle from Champlain’s account, from
which it was probably compiled, that T did not consider it worth while to transfer

1t to these pages,
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return to France, readily obtained a ratification of De Mont's
grant from the King, upon condition of carrying out certain
Jesuit missionaries to convert the savages. The King himself,
who had abjured the Protestant faith on his accession to the
throne-—quite indiffcrent about religious matters—was easily
persuaded to insist upon this condition by the Queen and the
Jesuits—then all-powerful at Court ; but Poutrincourt, a zeal-
ous Catholic of the national Church, and consequently an
enemy of the Jesuits, managed to evade it, by leaving the
missionaries waiting for him at Bourdeaux, whilst he embarked
at Dieppe, taking with him a Catholic priest named Josué
Fléche, in their place. On his arrival at Port Royal in the
spring of 1610, desirous of showing that the Jesuits were
not required to christianize the savages, Poutrincourt and La
Fléche immediately entered upon the task of converting them.
The old chief, Memberton, and his family were the first prose-
lytes. These, with the rest of his followers, were baptized on
St. John’s Day, in the presence of all the colonists. The sin-
cerity of their conversion is very questionable. The cunning
old chief saw that the conversion of himself and followers was
ardently desired by Poutrincourt, and therefore complied with
his wishes, in the hope of thereby receiving more substantial
advantages. The Jesuit Biard, who arrived at Port Royal in
1611, says, that when the priest was teaching Memberton to
repeat the Lord’s Prayer, the latter came to a full stop when
he was told to say, ¢ Give us this day our daily bread,’ and
eagerly inquired whether, ©if he asked for bread alone, he
would not get any fish or moose meat.’!

Elated with his success, Poutrincourt sent his son Biencourt
to Frauce, to obtain supplies much needed by the colony, and
to deliver to the King a register of the baptisms, with the
view, probably, of showing that the services of the Jesuits
were not wanted. This ruse, however, did not succeed. In
the meantime, Henry IV. had been assassinated, and the
Jesuits had obtained a powerful ally at court in the person of
the Marchioness de Guercheville, lady of honour to the Queen,

! Biard's Letter of January 21, 1612, to Belthazar, the R, P. Provincial 2
Paris,
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who entered with such zeal upon the task of christianizing the
benighted «« ages of Acadié, that Charlevoix, himself a Jesuit,
says it was almost impossible to confine it within reasonable
limits.  Young Biencourt, when he sailed in the spring of
1611, was compelled, sadly against his wishes, to take out two
Jesuit fathers, Pierre Biard and Enemonde Masse, to Port
Royal. Their coming out caused great annoyance to Poutrin-
court, who was obliged, by the terms of his grant from the
King, to receive them. Both Poutrincourt and his son, who
shortly succeeded his father as governor, on the return of the
latter to France, contrived to make the residence of the fathers
at Port Royal so uncomfortable, that they wcre glad to avail
themselves of the offer of M. de Saussaye to take them to the
Isle of Mount Desert, on the coast of Maine, in the year
1613. This De Saussaye had been sent out by the Marchioness
de Guercheville with forty-eight emigrants, including two
Jesuit fathers, to form a settlement at the mouth of the
Penobscot River, and, luckily for Biard and Masse, liad called
at Port Royal on his way thither.

Biencourt and his friends were glad beyond measure when
the obnoxious Jesuits left Port Royal ; but they never dreamed
that their departure would in the end bring upon them such
disastrous consequences as their own dispersion and the total
ruin of the settlement. That you may clearly understand
how this happened, we must leave Port Royal for a while, to
note the doings of another and more fortunate band of colo-
nists, who had settled on the coast far to the southward of
Acadié. In the year 1606, James I. of England granted to
Sir John Popham, and several other influential persons, all
the territory on the eastern coast of America, between the
thirty-fourth and forty-fifth degrees of north latitude. These
limits included nearly the whole of Acadi¢; but as England
and France both claimed the whole of that part of America,
no respeet was paid by the Government of either country to
grants or concessions made by the other. Two associations,
composed of leading men in London and the West of England,
styling themselves respectively, the  London’ and the * Ply-
mouth > Companics, undertook to settle the country. The
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London Company sent out a body of emigrants without delay,
to form a settlement upon the island of Roanoke, the site of
Sir Walter Raleigh’s unfortunate city of Raleigh. The ships
having been driven far to the northward of Roanoke by a
heavy gale, ran into the mouth of Chesapeake Bay for shelter,
Sailing up the bay, a large river was discovered, upon the
banks of which the leading men of the expedition decided
upon building a city, to be called Jamestown, in honour of the
King. Serious dangers and difficulties were encountered, but
the enterprise was successful.  In the year 1613, the popula-
tion of Virginia, as the new colony was named, exceeded 700
souls,

The Plymouth Company having failed to take possession of
their territory to the northward, the London Company claimed
jurisdiction over the whole of the King’s grant up to the forty-
fifth parallel, and the colonists began to fish on the coast far
to the northward. In the summer of 1613, the captain of an
illicit trading vessel, called Samuel Argall, set out on a fishing
expedition from Jamestown in an armed vessel mounting
fourteen guns, and arrived cn the coast of Acadi¢ soon after
M. de Saussaye and his party anchored in the channel on the
cast side of Mount Desert. IHaving learned from some Indians
who visited his ship, that a party of IFrenchmen were making
a settlement at Mount Desert, Argall determined at once to
drive them off, a task of no great difliculty with a ship of
fourteen guns and a crew of sixty men.! A few of the bravest
Frenchmen made some resistance on board De Saussaye’s
vessel, but the most of them ran off into the woods.  One of
the Jesuit fathers, Du Thet, was killed by a musket-ball on
board the vessel. The ruthless Argall demolished all their
tents, threw down the cross which they had just erected, and
made prisoners of the whole party. Fifteen of the prisoners,
including De Saussaye and Father Masse, were put on board
an open boat and left to find their way to Cape Sable, which
they fortunately succeeded in doing, and also in meeting with
a ves.el which took them to France. The rest, including
Father Biard, were carried by Argall to Jamestown. Sir

b Clamplain.,
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Thomas Giates, the governor of Virginia, not only approved
of Argall’s unjustifiable conduct (England and France being
then at peace), but learning from the prizoners that the French
had made a settlement and erected a fort at Port Royal,
despatched Argall in command of three armed vessels to de-
stroy the fort and drive away the people.  The Jesuit Biard,
it is said, to gratify his revenge on his cld enemy Biencourt,
not only gave information concerning the settlement, but also
piloted the ships into Port Royal. -~ Of course the little fort,
with a handful of men, could make no resistance; it was sur-
rendered to Argall, and together with all the surrounding
buildings demolished.  Many of the inhabitants were made
prisoners, but Biencourt, who with some of his followers fled
to the forests, was kindly received and supported by the
Indians,

In the following spring, Poutrincourt came out to Port
Royal, where he found all his property destroyed, and his
unfortunate son wandering in the forest, with no shelter hut
an Indian wigwam. Utterly disheartened, and giving up all
hopes of succeeding in his enterprise, he abandoned Port
Royal for ever, and returned to France, where he enteved the
king’s service, and fell, in the moment of vietory, in the attack
upon Méry sur Seine, in the month of December, 1613,

The destruction of the French settlement in Acadié does
not seem to have excited much attention in the mother
country. The French Ambassador, it is true, complained to
the British Government of the unjustifiable conduct of the
Virginian authorities in a time of peace:; but no redress was
obtained, and the outrage was soon forgotten. After the Jde-
parture of Argall, Biencourt and his followers left their hiding
places and returned to Port Royal. which they partially
rebuilt ; the fishermen and fur traders were allowed to pursue
their respective callings on the shores of Aecadi¢ without
molestation.  Champlain  says he received intelligence in
Quebee that Biencourt, who had lived many years with the
Indians, died in Acadié in 1624,
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LETTER V.
1613-1629.

1 MUST crave your forbearance a little longer, to conduct you
up the St. Lawrence, to note the commencement and progress
of an enterprise undertaken in that quarter, which, as our
story proceeds, you will find exercised a commanding influence
upon the destinies of Cape Breton. Various unsuccessful
attempts, as I have before told you, had been made to establish
settlements in Canada; but for Champlain was reserved the
honour of planting the first European colony on the beautitul
and fertile banks of the St. Lawrence.

Champlain was introduced to you in my last letter; but I
am sure you will like to know something more of the antece-
dents of the man who laid the foundation of England’s greatest
colony in North America,

Samuel Champlain, a captain in the Royal Navy, born at
Brouage, on the Bay of Biscay, in 1567, had been employed
in various important duties, and was highly esteemed by his
sovereign for his skill in navigation, and general knowledge of
military affairs. Charlevoix says he was reported to be a
brave, capable, and experienced officer. He had been three
or four years engaged in surveying the coasts of Acadié and
Cape Breton, and had ascended the St. Lawrence as for as
the rapids at Sault St. Louis, in the service of De Chastes.
When, therefore, his friend De Monts obtained permission
from the king, in 1608, to trade with the Indians, and to
establish a settlement on the St. Lawrence, as a recompense
for the great loss he had sustained by the revocation of his
grant of Acadié iu ihe previous year, Champlain was selected
to conduct the enterprise. Two ships were sent out by De
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Monts, from Honfleur, in the spring of 1608 ; one, commanded
by Captain Pontgrave, to trade with the Indians; the other,
by Champlain, to select a site for a settlement on the St.
Lawrence. Champlain arrived at the Isle of Orleans on July
3, and, having carefully explored the river, decided upon
planting his settlement upon a picturesque wooded hill, called
by the natives ¢ Kebee,” about five miles above that island.

Having cleared some land, erected huts for his people, and
provided a supply of fuel, he spent the first winter in exploring
the country, and in receiving visits from the Indians, who
treated the little band of Frenchmen with great kindness. 1In
the following spring, Champlain was induced by the Algon-
quins to join them in an expedition against the Iroquois. In
a battle which ensued, the destructive powers of Champlain’s
musketry secured a decisive victory for the Algonquins, which
so irritated the Iroquois that, from that time, they became
inveterate enemies of the French, and whenever their services
were required, invariably took the part of the English, in the
long wars waged between those nations for the possession of
the country bordering on the Great Lakes.

Champlain had been only two years in Canada when he
learned that De Monts, who held a monopoly of the fur trade,
and had, in consequence, provoked the enmity of the Basques,
Bretons, and Nocmans, had again been deprived of his com-
mission.

Nevertheless, De Monts determined to proceed with his
enterprise, and, having gained the ear of Madame de Guerche-
ville, through her influence managed to form a company, upon
condition of establishing a Jesuit mission in the cclony. It
would occupy far more time and space than T can aiford, to
give you even a slight outline ot all that occurred on the banks
of the St. Lawrence during the next ten years. Champlain,
as chief of the colony, honestly and laboriously exerted himself
to carry out the conditions which the promoters had engaged
to perform, but he was thwarted and obstructed on all sides
by their selfish views, which were entirely confined to making
all the profit they could out of the fur trade. Of this no better
proof can be given than the fact, that there were only sixty

F 2
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inhabitants, including men, women and children, in the whole
colony when the Duke de Montmorency was appointed Vice-
roy and Lientenant-General of New France in 1620.

The appointment of a Viceroy, whose commission covered
all that part of North America extending from Labrador to
Florida in one direction, and from Newfoundland to Lake
Superior in the other, shows that the French Government had
begun to recognise the importance of their transatlantic terri-
tory., Champlain, who was appointed Lieutenant of the Vice-
roy, had now a wider field for the exercise of his administra-
tive abilities, and, at the same time, more power to carry out
his views, than when acting in the capacity of chief of a trading
company.

On his arrival at Quebec, in 1620, armed with ample powers,
he immediately put into order the neglected ficlds and gardens,
and repaired the ruined houses which had been suffered to fall
into decay. The fort, which had been commenced upon the
heights on which the Castle of St. Louis now stands, was also
completed ; and every endeavour was made to improve his
relations with the Iudian tribes, over whom he had gained a
commanding influence. On more than one occasion, Champ-
lain had reconciled the differences of tribes just on the point of
breaking out into open hostilities. He clearly saw that it was
his interest to preserve tranquillity, and that a state of war in
his vicinity would involve him on one side or the other, which
would compromise the safety of the colony. One of the most
striking proofs of his tact and skill in such affairs was the
admirable manner in which he contrived to maintain friendly
relations, over a period of nearly twenty years, with the sur-
rounding tribes of savages, who, by uniting togethe . could at
any moment have driven him and his handful of me. into the
St. Lawrence.

Leaving Champlain busily engaged in these laudable pur-
suits, we must now return to Acadié. After the expulsion of
the French from Port Royal by Captain Argall, in 1613, no
steps were taken by the English Government to secure pos-
session of that country until the year 1621, when Sir William
Alexander, Secretary of State for Scotland, obtained a grant
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from James I. of all the vacant territory tc the northward of
that held by the Virginia and Plymouth Companies. As this
led to the first British settlement of Cape Breton, I must give
you a description of the boundaries of Sir William Alexander’s
grant, which, you will observe, utterly ignored the right and
title of France to the lands lying south of the St. Lawrence :—

“To commence at Cape Sable, and thence follow the coast
of Acadi¢ to St. Mary’s Bay; thence to cross the Bay of
Fundy to the mouth of the St. Croix river; thence to run
northerly to the great river of Canada; thence along the said
river to Graspé 5 thence south-easterly through the Gulf of St.
Lawrence to the Isle of Baccalaos, or Cape Breton, leaving
the same on the right hand, and Newfoundland on the left;
thence to the promontory called Cape Breton; and thence
along the coast of Cape Breton and Acadié to the starting-
point of Cape Sable.,” It was provided by the patent that this
immense territory, which included the whole of the present
provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, the islands of
Cape Breton and Prince Edward’s, and part of Lower Canada,
should in all future time be called ¢ Nova Scotia, in America.’

Sir William Alexander has furnished us with an interesting
account of his first attempt to take possession of Nova Scotia,
in a little work which he published in 1625.! He says that
he hired a ship in London, in March 1622, to carry out a
party of emigrants to settle in Acadié, but that, owing to innu-
merable delays in getting men and provisions, she did not sail
until August. In the middle of September they discovered
St. Peter’s Islands, “and were near to Cape Breton,” when
they were driven back far to the eastward by a heavy gale.
They then put into St. John’s, Newfoundland, where they
concluded to stay all winter, having sent the ship home for < a
supply of needful things.” In the spring of 1623, he sent out
the ship again, but she did not arrive at St. John’s until
June 5, when it was found that half of his people, doubting
of her coming out, had engaged themselves to the fishermen.
Several of the men had alsc died, including the minister and

' An Encouragement (o Colonies. Published in London in 1620.
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the smith, ¢ both, for spiritual and temporal respects, the two
most necessary members;® therefore, seeing no hope  of plant-
ing’ that year, ten of the principal persons concluded to go
along with the ship to New Scotland, ¢ to discover the country
and make choice of a place for a habitation against the next
year. On June 23, they sailed from St. John’s, and ¢saw
the most part of Cape Breton on the 8 July.” They then
sailed along the coast to Port Mouton, and ¢ discovered three
very pleasant harbours and went ashore in one of them, which,
after the ship’s name, they called Luke’s Bay, where they
found, a great way up, a very pleasant river, being threc
fathoms deep at the entry thercof, and on every side of the
same they did see very delicate meadows, having Roses white
and red growing thereon with a kind of white Lily, which had
a dainty smell.” Proceceding farther to the west, they dis-
covered another river, two leagues from the preceding, which
they thought ¢ a very fit place for a Plantation, both in regard
that it was naturally apt to be fortified, and that all the
ground between the two rivers was without wood, and very
good fat earth, having several sorts of berries growing thercon,
as Gooseberries, Strawberries, Hindberries, Raspberries, and a
kind of Wine Berry ; as also some sorts of Grain, as Pease, some
ears of Wheat, Barley, and Rye growing there wild.” From this
place (Port Jolly), they sailed to Port Negro, and found the
coast all along of the ¢same pleasant’ character. ¢ They found
likewise in every river abundance of Lobsters, Cockles, and
other Shellfish.” ¢ And all along the coast, numbers of several
sorts of wild fowl, as Wild Geese, Black Duck, Woodcock,
Crane, Heron, Pidgeon, and many other sorts which they knew
not.” ¢ Also great store of Cod, with several other sorts of great
fishes. The country is full of woods not very ilick, and the
most part Oak, the rest are Fir, Spruce, Birch, with some
Sycamores and Fishes.” ¢ Having discovered this part of the
country,’ they resolved to go back to Newfoundland, ¢ where
their ship was to receive her loading of fishes.” Touching at
Port Mouton, they sailed from thence on July 20, and arrived
at St. John’s on the 27th, From thence they coasted along
to Conception Bay, where they left their ship to take in her
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«argo, and took passage in some ships belonging to the West
of Ingland.!

Although such flattering accounts of the soil and produc-
tions of Acadié had been brought home, no further steps were
taken towards its colonisation until the year 1627, when the
war broke out with France. In the meantime, Sir William
Alexander had not been unmindful of his interests, for he had
obtained from Charles 1., soon after his accession to the throne,
in 1625, not only a confirmation of his extensive grant, but an
additional tract extending from the %t. Lawrence to the Gulf
of California. Sir William’s ambition was great, but unfor-
tunately his purse was small, so he was obliged to associate
with himself some wealthy and enterprising persons, to enable
him to carry out his views. These were Gervase Kirke and
his sons Louis and Thomas, William Berkley, Robert Charlton,
John Love, Thomas Wade, and some others, who styled them-
sclves ¢ The Merchant Adventurers of Canada.” David Kirke,
or, as he is commonly called, Sir David Kirke, ¢ was sent out
to plant and trade there in 1627 There are no vecords of
the locality of the first plantation in Nova Scotia. From such
scattered notices as I have met with, I am inclined to believe

- that it was on this occasion Sir William Alexander’s son went
out with a party of Scotch emigrants to settle at Port Royal,
where they built the fort still known in 1827, as Haliburton
informs us, by the name of the ¢ Scotch Fort.” Having landed
voung Alexander, who acted as governor in behalf of his
father, and the emigrants, Sir David Kirke sailed up the
St. Lawrence, but finding he had not sufficient force to take
possession of the country, returned to England to obtain
assistance.?  Upon his arrival in England, the Company peti-

! Haliburton, in his History of Nova Scotia, says they returned to England
because they found the country in occupation of the French; Lut it is evident
from Sir William's narrative, published only two years after the voyage, that his
people had no design of making a settlement, but went specially to ¢ make choice
of a place for habitation against the next year.) See p. 70.

2 Champlain says that when a detachment of Kirke's force landed at Cape
Tourmente on July 9, 1628, on being asked who they were, they replied, ¢ Do you
not recollect us? We were here last year.’ From this it may be fairly inferred
Kirke was up the St. Lawrence after leaving Port Royal in 1627,
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tioned the King to grant him a commission to equip an armed
squadron for that purpose.! This petition being granted,
Kirke sailed in the spring of 1628 with six ships for the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, where he seized the settlement of Miscou,
with all the boats engaged in the fisheries, and then proceeded
to Tadoussac, where he anchored, and despatched a courteous
letter by the crew of a Basquc fishing vessel which he had
-aptured, to Champlain, the governor of Quebee, informing
him that he had been commissioned by the King of Great
Britain to take possession of Canada and Acadié, and re-
questing him to surrender the fort, promisirg at the same time
kind and honourable treatment.

Champlain was ill prepared for resistance, being almost
destitute of gunpowder and provisions, but concluding, as he
says, that if' Kirke wished to meet him he had better make his
appearance before Quebee, he informed him, in reply to his
summons, ‘that he was well supplied with provisions, and
could not think of surrendering his charge without having first
made trial of the English guns and batteries.” This bold
answer had the desired effect. Kirke gave up his intention of
reducing Quebec, and sent his cruisers to look out for vessels
expected from Frauce with supplies for the colony.

Kirke’s little squadron had not to wait Jong at Tadoussac
for their expected prey. Champlain had ouly just despatched
his answer of defiance, when a messenger arrived, biviging
news of the arrival at Gaspé of the Sieur de Roquemont, with
a fleet of eighteen transports, laden with provisions and muni-
tions of war, including 134 cannon for the forts of Port Royal
and Quebee.  These vessels had been sent out by a new com-
pany, organised under the auspices of Cardinal Richelieu,
styled the ¢ Company of One Hundred Associates,” which in
the previous year had obtained a grant of the whole coast
of America, from Florida to Newfoundland. Hearing that
Kirke’s squadron was at Tadoussac, De Roquemont, instead
of proceeding direct to Quebec to relicve the starving settle-
ment, determined to risk an attack. This unwise resolution
produced the most calamitous results; the whole of his ships,

! State Papers in Her Majesty’s Record Office.
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after a sharp engagement, were captured by Kirke ; the crews
were sent to France in one of the vessels; and fhe commander
of the fleet, with some persons of distinction who were on their
way to Quebec, were kept as prisoners of war.

The sufferings of Champlain and his people, in consequence
of this mishap, during the ensuing winter, may easily be
imagined.  They were reduced to such straits before the
spring, that they would have hailed the appearance of the
Fnglish with delight.  But even in this they were for some
time disappointed, and were just on the point of abandoning
Quebee, and embarking in a small vessel of ten tons—the only
one which they possessed—to look for relief from the traders
who came to Graspé in the spring, when intelligence was brought
by an Indian that Kirke's squadron had returned, and was at
anchor behind Point Levy, about a league below Quebec.!
On July 19, a summons was sent to Champlain to surrender,
by Louis and Thomas Kirke, Sir David having remained at
Tadoussac. This was immediately agreed to; and the pre-
liminaries having been arranged, and the articles of capitula-
tion duly signed, the cross of St. George was hoisted, on July
20, 1629, upon the mouldering walls of Port St. Louis. Sir
David Kirke, having soon after come up to Quebec, and
arranged everything to his satistaction, left his son Louis in
charge of the fort, with a garrison of 150 men. Such of the
inhabitants as wished to remain, were permitted to do so, and
were abundantly supplied with all the necessaries they re-
quired by their new governor, who treated them with the
greatest kindness and courtesy. Champlain, and some of the
principal inhabitants, both lay and clerical, were carried by
Kirke to England.  On their arrival at Plymouth on Novem-
ber 20, Champlain, to whom I am principally indebted for the
leading points in my brief sketch of the fall of Quebec, says
that the ¢ Ceneral’ was greatly disappointed to find that hos-
tilitics had been suspended, and that the two nations were

! Kirke's squadron, consisting of six ships and two pinnaces, left Gravesend on
March 26, 1629, arrived at Gaspé on June 15, and Tadoussac on July 3.—From
Deposition of David and Thomas Kirke before the Judge of the Admiralty, in State
Pupers in Record Office,
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engaged in settling the terms of peace, as his company would
most likely have to give up the peltry they had taken at
Quebee. Champlain, being now free, after visiting the French
Ambassador in London, crossed the channel to Dieppe, where
he met Captain Daniel, who gave him a narrative of his voyage
to Cape Breton, and of his proceedings there.

Before I submit a copy of Captain Daniel’s curious narra-
tive, I must inform you that when Sir William Alexander
obtained his grant of the territory designated ¢ Nova Scotia’
(see p. 68), he received permission from the king ¢ to divide
it into 100 parcels, and to dispose of them, with the title of
Baronet, to purchasers, for their encouragement to improve
the Colony.” As each purchaser had to pay 2004 sterling to
“Sir William Alexander, very few persons seem to have applied
for allotmentss hut amongst these few was a Scotch noble-
man, Lord Ochiltree;:son of the Earl of Arran, This gentle-
man, who was better known- by the name of Sir James Stewart,
of Killieth, purchased the title and lordship of Ochiltree from
his cousin Andrew, the third Lord Ochiltree, General of the
Ordnance, and Governor of Edinburgh. Castle in the time of
James VI., in 1615.! Lord Ochiltree e¢quipped two small
vessels, and went out with sixty emigrants, ¢ to seat a Colony’
in Cape Breton, in the spring of 1629. He arrived on the
coast, and entered the little harbour of Baleine, two leagues
to the eastward of Louisbourg, on July 1, where he began
without delay to clear some land, and to construct a fort for
the protection of his people. Although his chief object, as he
says, was ‘to seat a Colony,” he sent one of his vessels to
collect tribute from the foreign fishermen, and, in consequence,
got into serious trouble, as will appear from the narrative of
Captain Daniel, of which the following is a translation from
the original, in Champlain’s ¢ Voyages to New France.’

Narrative of the Voyage undertaken by Captain Daniel, from
Dieppe to New France, in 1629,

¢On April 22, 1629, I took my departure from Dieppe by
leave of Monseigneur the Cardinal de Richelieu, Grand Master,
! Sir Robert Douglas's Pecrage of Scotland. Edinburgh: 18183,
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(Chief and Superintendent-General of the Navigation and Com-
merce of France, in charge of the ships called the ¢ Great St.
Andrew " and the ¢ Marguerite,” for the purpose (pursuant to
the order of Messieurs the Intendants and Divectors of the
Company of New France) of meeting the Commandant de
Rusilly either at Brouage or Rochelle, and of thence proceed-
ing under his escort to succour and carry provisions to M. de
Champlain and the French who were in possession of the Fort
and Settlement of Quebec in New France. On May 17, the day
following our arrival at Ché de Boys, it was announced that peace
had been made with the King of Great Britain, After remain-
ing in the above named place for the space of thirty nine days,
waiting for M. de Rasilly, but finding that he was not prepared
to leave, and that the season was advancing for the under-
taking of the said voyage: By the advice of the above named
Directors, and without waiting any longer for M. de Rasilly, I
took my departure from the roads of Ché de Boys on June 26,
with four vessels and a barque belonging to the Company,
and, pursuing my voyage as far as the Grand Bank, I encoun-
tered such stormy and foggy weather that I lost sight of my
other vessels and was compelled to continue my voyage alone,
until, being within about two leagues of the land, I perceived
a ship with English colours hoisted, which ship, seeing that I
carried no cannon, approached me within reach of pistol-shot,
thinking that I was completely unprovided with ammunition.
I'then ordered the deck ports to be opened and a battery of
sixteen cannon prepared for action. The Englishman becoming
aware of this circumstance, endeavoured to escape, and I to
pursue him, until, having approached him, I ordered him
to haul down his colours whilst lying off coasts appertaining
to the King of France, and to show me his commission, in
order to ascertain if he was not a Pirate. Upon his refusal
I ordered a few cannon shot to be fired, and boarded him.
Having discovered that he was proceeding towards Cape Malle-
barre with cattle and other things for some of his countrymen
settled there, I informed him that as peace had been concluded
between the two Crowns, he had nothing to fear, and might
continue his voyage.
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¢On August 28, T entered the river called by the Savages
Great Cibou, and on the following day despatched a boat with
ten men along the coast, to discover some Savages and learn
from them the condition of the Settlement of Quebee. On
their arriving off Port Baleines, they found there a vessel from
Bordeaux, the master of which was named Chambreau, who
informed them that James Stewart, a Scotch Lord, had come
there about two months previously with two large ships and
an English cutter; that he had met in the said place Michacl
Dihourse of St. Jean de Luz engaged in fishing and drying
Cod; that the said Scotch Lord had seized Dihourse’s ship
and cargo aud had permitted his men to pillage the crew,
Also that shortly after the said Lord hatl sent his two largest
ships, with that taken from Michael Dihourse, to found a settle-
ment at Port Royal,! and had with part of his men constructed
a fort at Port aux Baleines. Further, that Stewart had given
him a document signed with his own hand, purporting that he
would not grant permission to him or any other Frenchmen to
fish in future on the said coast or to traffic with the Savages,
unless the tenth part of the profits were paid over to him; and
that his Commission from the King of Great Britain autho-
rised him to confiscate all vessels attempting to proceed to the
above named places without his permission. These matters
being reported to me, I considered that it was my duty to
prevent the said Lord from usurping the country belonging to
the King my master, and from exacting tributes from his sub-
jects, which he intended to appropriate to himself. T therefore
ordered 53 of my men to be well armed, and provided myself
with ladders and other necessary materials for the siege and
escalade of the said Fort. Having arrived on September 18
at Port Baleines, I landed at about two in the afternoon and
ordered my men to advance towards the Fort according to the
instructions I had given them, which were to attack on several
sides with hand and pot grenades and other combustibles.

¢ Notwithstanding the resistance made by the enemy, with
the aid of musketry, after a time finding themselves closely

' More probably with supplies and reinforcements for Sir William Alexander
the younger, who settled at Port Royal in 1627,



CAPTAIN DANIEL'S NARRATIVE. 77

pressed, they took alarm, and appeared on the parapets dis-
playing a white flag and imploring for life and quarter from
my licutenant, whilst I made my way towards the gates of the
Fort, which I promptly forced open, and, closely followed by
my men, I entered and seized the above named Lord, whom I
found armed with sword and pistol, surrounded by all his men,
fifteen of whom were clothed in armour, each carrying a mus-
ket, the remainder armed with muskets and pikes only. Having
disarmed these, I gave orders that the Banner of the King of
England should be taken down and replaced by that of the
King my master. I then searched the Fort, and there dis-
covered a Frenchman, a native of Brest, whose name was Réné
Cochoan, detained prisoner until his Captain (who had arrived
two days previously at a port two leagues distant from Port
Baleines) should bring a cannon which he had on board, and
should pay the tenth of the fish he had taken.

¢On the following day I ordered a Spanish Caravel, which
had run aground before the said Port, to be equipped and
laden with the provisions and ammunition found in the Fort,
which I caused to be razed to the ground, and the whole to be
transported to the river of the Great Cibou,' where I ordered
50 of my men and 20 Englishmen to work with the greatest
diligence at the construction of an intrenchment or fort at the
entrance of the above named river, so as to prevent the enemy
from entering it.

“I left as a garrison 40 men, including the Reverend Fathers
Vimond and Vieupont, Jesuits, 8 pieces of cannon, 1,800 pounds
of Powder, 600 matches, 40 muskets, 18 pikes, cannon and
musket balls, provisions and all other things necessary, besides
all that which had been found in the before named Fort of the

! The river of Great Cibou was undoubtedly St. Anne's Harbour. In Champ-
lain's map, at page 60, you will observe that Grand Cibou occupics the exact
position of St. Anne's; and in many modern maps the Bird Islands, as they are
now called, at tho mouth of the bay, are styled the ¢ Ciboux Islands.” Captain
Leigh, it is true, says in his journal (p. 44) that the savages called Sydney
Harbour * Cibo,” but this may have Leen a mistake; or, perhaps there were two
harbours of that name—Cibou and Grand Cibou. Captain Daniel was probably
the person who gave the name of St. Anne to Grand Cibou—the name which it
retained until 1713, when the French called it Port Dauphin,
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English. Having hoisted the arms of the King and of Mon.
seigneur the Cardinal, erected a house, chapel, and magazine,
and having taken an oath of fidelity from the Sieur Claude, a
native of Beauvais, whom I left there in command of the Fort
and Settlement for the service of the King, and also the same
oath from the men left in the above named place, I left on
November 5 and brought with me the said Englishmen, women,
and children, 42 of whom I landed near Falmouth, a seaport
in England, with their clothes ; the rest, 18 or 20, I brought to
France, waiting the orders of Monseigneur the Cardinal. Which
narrative I certify to be true, and to which I have appended
my signature.

¢ Paris, December 12, 1629,

Such is Captain Daniel’s story. To form a correct judg-
ment, however, you must hear both sides of the question.
The following is a verbatim copy of a Memorial upon the sub-
ject, presented by Lord Ochiltree to King James I., now in
the Public Record Office in London :—

¢ The Barbarous and perfidious carviage off the Frenche
towards the Lord Wekiltrie in the Ile off Cap britaine
proved in the Court off Admiralty off Deepe :

¢ Aboutt the tent of Sep® or thereby on Captaine Daniell
Induellar in Deepe accompanyed with three score soiours and
ane certane number off Savages in six schallops cumis to the
coast off Cap britane and surprysit too shallops and six fisher-
men in them who were at fishing for the intertinement off the
sayd Lo. Wechiltrie his Colony in that part seattilt by wertew
off the King off Brittane his commissione, having surprysed
the schallops he seased upen the fishermen, and enclosed them
in ane West Ile withoutt meatt drink fyr houses or any schel-
ter from the rayne or cold. Therafter with his soiours and six
schallops enterid the harborye the said Lo. Wehiltrie and the
greatestt pertt off his men being abroad at bissiness.

¢ The said Lo. Wechiltrie persaving them enterid his Forthe
and with the few that wair in it esteming the said Captan
Danyell and his people to have been Savages caused discharge
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sum muskattis att the schallops to mak them discover who they
wer which did so fall furthe for they did immediatly approche
the forthe and the said Lo. Wehiltrie finding by thayr apparell
that they wer not savages did demand them who they wer they
answered they were Frenche, he said the Frenche and they
were freeinds because off the peace betwix the two kingis they
replyed thatt they wer Frenche and thatt they did know the
peace and wer thair freeinds then he said in theiar hearine
they wer welcum how soone they did enter (expecting no
wrong usage after the words which hayd past) they did seas
on us all disarmed them entromittit with all thair goods
expulsit the poor people outt off the forth and exposed them
withoutt schelter or cover or clothis to the mercy off the rayne
and cold wind which did exceed att that tym so yat the poor
people (whereof ane greatt number of them wer old men and
wemen with chyld and young childrein att thair breasts) they
I say were forced to turne doune the face off ane old schallope
and to creepe in under itt to save thayr lyflis from the bitter-
ness off the cold and rayne which was most extreem in thatt
place.

¢ Therefter the said Captane Danyell and his people did
enter the flea boatt which the said Lo. Wechiltrie hayd thayr
seased upon all the goodis and immediately they did lavishly
drink outt three hogsheads off wyne, too hogsheadis of strong
ceadar and the whole beer which sould have served the people
and did nocht reserve so muche as to save the sayd Lo. Wchil-
trie and his people lyff in thayr jorney to ¥rance so that they
wer all forced to drink stincking water to the Lo. Wehiltrie
his greatt distemper by seckness and the loss off the lyffs of
many of the people his Majesties subjecties.

¢ They did take outt off the sayd Lo. Wechiltries schipe his
Majesties collors and throw thayme under foott and did sett up
the king off France collors with so much disdayne that the
lyke hes nether beein seine mnor red off in the tym of ane
standing peace betwix two kings Efter some few dayis they
did send away the most pertt of the said Lo. Wechiltrie his
people in shallops some thretty league by sea to Schibo when
the said captane Danyell his schipe did lye and all this thretty
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league did cause the poor people work at oareis as they hayd
been slaves having no thing all this tym to live upone bott
bread and water and many off them nocht having clothes
nather to cover thair nackednes nor schelter them from the
cold whatt greatter barbaryty could the Turke have used to
Christians.

¢ Efter some few dayes the said Lo, Wehiltrie with some too
or thrie Ingliss gentlemen and thair wyffis wer caryed away in
schalloups to the said Schiboa and for the tempestes of weather
being forced to sett to the land at nycht they did ly upon the
cold ground without schelter the rayne pouring downe upon
them throche which unusuall distemper the said Lo. Wehiltrie
did contract ane flux of blood which did continew with him for
the space of fyve monthes which he is nocht yet lykely to
scheack off.

¢ Then he arrived at Schibo and howsoone Captaine Danyell
cam to his schipe he did sett up the Kyng of Bretains collors
on his schipe as a pryss ane actt unusuall in the tym of pace.

¢ At Schibo for the space off sax or sevin weekis all the poor
people wer compelled as slaves to work and labor upon bread
and water only and many of them naked and without clothes
so yatt for pitic of the poor people the sayd Lo. Wehiltrie was
constrayned to give them his bed clothes to cover thair nacked-
nes and saiff’ them in some measure from the extremitie of the
cold and to tear the very lininge of his bed. When the said
Lo. Wehiltrie and his people had indured this wrong and
miserie for the space of two monthis, they were all imbarked
in the said Captaine Danyells ship fyty men women and
childrein being inclosed in the hold of the schipe in so little
bound that they wer forced to ly upon other as they hayd
beein s0 mony fisshes lying in thair awin filthe and fed upon
bread and water That by famine and the pestiferus smell of
thair awin filth many of them wer throwin in the sea throu
famin the mothers lossing thair milk the poor souking childrein
lost thair lyffe and wer throwin in the sea.

¢ In this tym the said Lo. Wehiltrie distempered of ane flux
of blood was for the compleaning of the people’s usage threatt-
nit to have his throatt cutt and to be pistolled his servant who
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did attend him in his seaknes discharged to cum to him to gitt
him ane drink of water, his coffers where his clothes and his
papers being only left unriffillid and unseasit upon till that
tym wer taken and openit and his accuttances of great sowms
of money wche he hayd payed obligationes of sowmis securities
of his freinds lands wer taken by the said Captan Danyell and
throwen in the sea.

¢ And to crown the rest of the said Captn Danyells inso-
lences before the Serjeant Major of Deepe Monsieur Schob-
neaw he did call the King of Britain ane usurpater.

¢In this action the said Lo. Wechiltrie hathe proven that
pertly by the goods takin from him his lossis in his voyage
and his loss by his accutances and wry-this which wer
throwin in the sea he is losser above twenty thousand pounds
starling.

¢ This wholl relation the said Lo. Wechiltrie did prove before
the Court of Admyraltie at Deepe procurit sentence upon itt
and being keepit closs prisoner in Deepe for ane monthe by
the means off his Majesties imbassador he was brocht to his
he.ring his offences against the King of France objected to
him he defended himself by his Majesties Commission which
he proved yat he navyr contrived nor transgressed and having
10 more to say against him he was delyvered to his Majesties
imbassador he did present to the Consell his relation off his
injuries and losses with the verification thereoff in the Court
off Admiralty off Deepe the Judges sentence interposit thereto
bot nether can he have his wronges repaired his lossis repayit
nor the offender punished bot bi the contrarye the said Captan
Danyell is imployed in new comission to go to America with
on of the Kinge of France’s shipis and to others to make good
his possession of Cap Britan and the Ile of Cap Britan giving
to him for his injuries done to the King of Britan and his
subjects. Yea which is most barbarous and unjust the sen-
tence of the Court of Admiraltie which he did present to the
Consell of France is denyed to be given back to him it being
s0 ordered as itt shamefull it suld be upon record so that the
Lo. Wehiltrie is forced to have his recours to his Mujestie
whois humble desyr is ¢ That his Majestie may be pleasit to

G
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tak his wrongis and losses to his princely and royall considera-
tion and to be pleasit to provyd suche remead thereunto as in
his Majesties unquestionable judgement will be found most
fealt and for the truth of his relation he is content to answer
it upon his lyff and in the mean tym doeth remitt the proft of
it to the relation of Captane Constance Ferrer, Louetennant
Tho. Maie Stewart, HHary Pew Gentleman and such others as
theaic will find out who are witnissis in the said action and
that his Majestic may be graciously pleasit to cause call them
for the verification of theas relations in testimony of the treuth
whereof the said Lo. Wechiltrie hath signed theas presentes.”
‘J. L. Weninrrie)

Comparing these two statements, and making some allow-
ance for palpable exaggerations on both sides, any impartial
reader will, 1 think, admit that Lord Ochiltree had good
reason to complain of the treatment he received from a French
officer, after peace, according to Captain Daniel’s own narra-
tive, ¢ had been made with the King of Great Britain.’

Lord Ochiltree’s party, sixty persons in all, including old
men, women, and children, was clearly no match for Captain
Danicl’s sixty fighting men, especially after the latter had
been admitted into the fort as friends; even if this had not
been the case, it is not likely that the fort was a very for-
midable structure, seeing that its occupants had been there
only two months. So that, after all, Captain Daniel had as
little reason to boast of his doings as a recent American
writer had to designate the capture of the little fort € a signal
exploit.’!

In the Public Record Office there is also a petition, dated
December, 1629, from Captain Constance Ferrar (above men-
tioned) to the King, in which the petitioner states that he
agreed with Lord Ochiltree to go out with his wife and family
¢ to plant at Cape Breton,” where they arrived on July 1, and
that on September 10 they were treacherously surprised and
taken prisoners by Captain Daniel, who landed them in Eng-
land, but that Lord Ochiltree and seventeen others were taken

' Parkman's Pioncers of Franee in the New World, Boston: 1865,
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prisoners to France. e prays that the French ambassador
may be instructed to apply for their release and for restitution
of ubove 10,0004 damages.

It does not appear that either Lord Ochiltree or Captain
Ferrar ever obtained any redress for their wrongs and losses ;
but in a despatch from Paris, dated January 22, 1630, in the
foreign correspondence in the Record Oftice, Sir Thomas
Jdmondes says that he had complained of Captain Daniel’s
cruel usage of Lord Ochiltree, who had been set at liberty by
the Council of Marine, as they could find no cause for his
longer detention. Sir Thomas Edmondes adds, that Captain
Daniel, in justification of his conduct, alleged that he had a
special order from the Cardinal to recover for the French all
the plantations between the fortieth and forty-sixth degrees of
latitude.

Lord Ochiltree had scarcely regained his liberty, when he
involved himself in a much more serious misfortune than the
loss of his plantation in Cape Breton, by bringing charges
against the Marquis of Iamilton, which he could not substan-
tiate. ¢ The hereditary enmity of the family against the house
of Hamilton induced Lord Ochiltree, in 1631, to prefer a
charge against the Marquis of Hamilton, as intending to
employ the troops raised by him for the service of Gustavus
Adolphus, King of Sweden, to seize upon the throne of Scot-
land for himself. His Lordship having failed in his proof,
was tried for leasing making, and, being found guilty, was
sentenced to be imprisoned for life in Blackness Castle. e
remained there till 1652, when he was released by the Lnglish
after the battle of Worcester, in 1659.”!

! Sir Robert Douglas's Pecrage of Seotland.  Edinburgh: 1813,
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LETTER VI
1629—1654.

Tue little garrison at St. Anne’s, which Captain Daniel left
well supplied with ample provision for their bodily and spiritual
wants, as related at p. 77, did not pass such a comfortable
winter as might have been expected. The Indians, who came
in great numbers to the fort on the arrival of the French,
finding that the latter had not brought any goods to exchange
for furs, venison, or other products of the chase, scon discon-
tinued their visits, so that the men, obliged to live all winter
upon salt provisions, were attacked towards spring by that
terrible disease, the scurvy, which carried off nearly one-third
of the garrison.

Fortunately for the two Jesuits, they were ordered to pro-
ceed to Quebec by the Rev. Father Provincial, where, of
course, they did not give a very flattering account of St.
Anne’s, which they said was neither ¢ pleasant nor agreeable,’
but nevertheless well adapted for the prosecution of the cod
fishery.

The Directors of the French company, however, did not for-
get their first settlement in Cape Breton. In the spring of
1630, they sent out a vessel with supplies, and another in the
following year, under the command of Captain Daniel. On his
arrival at St. Anne’s, on June 24, Captain Daniel found the
scttlement in a state of great agitation, on account of a tragical
event which had occurred about a month previously, viz.—the
assassination of Lieutenant Martell by Captain Gaude, the
Commandant of the garrison. Gaude and his subaltern had
for some time been upon very bad terms, so much so, that the
Directors of the Company had instructed Captain Daniel to
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take Martell with him to France, and to appoint some other
person in his place, selected either from the men then at St.
Anne’s, or from the settlers that had embarked with him on
this voyage.

Upon enquiry, Captain Daniel learned that on the day after
Whitsunday, Gaude and Martell having supped together, and
the hour for mounting guard having arrived, the former gave
the watchword to Martell and then entered the fort, where he
loaded a carbine with three balls, and fired through a loop-hole
at Martell, who was playing at skittles outside.  All the balls
struck the unfortunate Martell, one passing directly through
his heart. The men of the settlement seized Gaude and kept
him in close confinement, but he managed to escape soon after
Daniel’s arrival.  Champlain justly observes, ¢ This deed, so
basely perpetrated, is not to be excured in (Gaude on the mere
ground of incompatibility of temper, for, if he wished to punish
Martell, he should have put him under arrest until the arrival
of a vessel from France. Thus he would have had lawful
revenge on his enemy, without committing a desperate deed
which could only bring shame and trouble upon himself, at the
risk even of his own life, if’ he had not found means to escape
into the country.’

We have no further account of the fortunes of the settlers
at St. Anne’s.  Ferland! says a Jesuit mission was established
there in 1634, but this, and the garrison also, seem to have
been withdrawn before Nicholas Denys obtained a grant of
Cape Breton and established a fishery at St. Anne’s a few
years afterwards, as will be related in its proper place.

Although negotiations had been commenced in 1629, peace
was not fully established between England and France until
March 29, 1632. According to this treaty, Great Britain
having restored to France all the places which had been occu-
pied by her subjects in New France, including the ports of
Port Royal, Quebec, and Cape Breton, Champlain again re-
turned to Quebec, in the capacity of Lieutenant-Governor, to
the great satisfaction, both of the colonists and the natives,
During the next two years he administered the government of

Y History of Canada. Quebec: 1861,
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the colony with great wisdom and firmness, and before his
death, which occurred in 1635, the country began to show
signs of advancement in wealth and population.  For thirty
vears, amidst difficulties and discouragements which wor.'1
have disheartened a man of less encrgy and enterprise, he had
succeeded in establishing the foundations of a great French
colony on the banks of the St. Lawrence ; had penetrated the
remote regions occupied by the Hurons and Algonquins ; had
explored the country in all directions, even so far as the ice-
bound shores of Hudson’s Bay; and upon all occasions had
given his valuable aid to the missionaries, in endeavouring to
promulgate Christianity amongst the savage tribes which sur-
rounded him, As the historian Dancroft observes, ¢ He pos-
sessed a clear and penetrating understanding, with a spirit of
cautious enquiry ; untiring perseycrance, with great mobility ;
indefatigable activity, with fearless courage.” If Champlain’s
plans had not been thwarted by the short-sighted, grasping
policy of the trading companies he represented, ¢ New France
in 1632, as remarked by Charlevoix, ¢ would have consisted of
more than an establishment in the island of Cape Breton, the
fort of Quebec surrounded by a few miserable huts, two or
three cabins on the Isle of Orleans, as many more perhaps at
Tadoussac and some other places on the St. Lawrence, for the
convenience of trade and the fisheries, a few habitations at
Three Rivers, and the ruins of Port Royal—the only fruits
of the discoveries of Verrazano, Jacques Cartier, Roberval and
Champlain, and of the great expenditures of La Roche, De
Monts, and many other Frenchmen,’

The old companies neither sent out emigrants nor cleared
any extent of land worth naming. Their attention was chiefly
directed to the fur trade, from which they derived great profits
without any risk of loss. Before the arrival of Europeans on
the coasts of North America, the natives had only killed as
many of the fur-bearing animals as were necessary to supply
their scant wardrobes; but when the skins of the beaver, the
fox, the marten, &e., were so eagerly purchased by the traders,
they brought them for sale in such abundance, that they were
oftered at prices far below their real value. 1iven so late as
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the year 1760, the fixed price of a pound of beaver skin in
Nova Scotia was only 14 lbs, of pork.!

Let us now return to Acadié. The restoration of New
France, according to the third Article of the Treaty of St.
(iermains, seems to have been unexpected, even by the French
themselves,  Charlevoix says:—¢ The facility with which the
English restored all Acadié to France, was doubtless owing to
the fact that it was urgent they should sceurely establish
themselves in New Iingland before embarking in new enter-
prises.”  But this could not have been the reason, because the
Iinglish were then firmly established in their southern colonies.
In Virginia, for instance, where there were only 700 inhabi-
tants in 1613, the population had increased so rapidly, that in
1626 a colonial legislature was convoked, to which cleven
thriving towns sent their representatives.  And in New Eng-
Jand, the small band of Puritans which landed on Plymouth
Rock in 1620, had been reinforced by so many arrivals, that
their settlements had spread over Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, and Maine, as far as the trading-post of Pemaquid on
the Kennebee, close to the confines of Acadié. DBesides, so
far from ¢not embarking in any new enterprise,’ expeditions
under the auspices of Sir William Alexander had been sent
out to take possession of Quebee, Cape Breton, and Port
Royal, before the suspension of arms agreed to at Suza.

At all events, the French Government considered the resti-
tution of New France a matter of the greatest importance; for
immediately after the signing of the treaty of St. Germains,
Isaac de Razilly, a commander in the Royal Navy, was ap-
pointed Lieutenant-Governor of Acadié, and sent out to
occupy it for the Company of ¢One Hundred Associates.’
Razilly was accompanied by a relative, the Sieur d’Aulnay de
Charnisay, Charles Iitienne la Tour (the son of one of the
first settlers in Acadi¢), and Nicholas Denys, Sicur de Fron-
sac. Razilly, Charnisay, and La Tour seem to have divided

' From an affidavit in the Public Record Office respecting Sir David Kirke's
refusal to give up the furs seized by him at Quebee to the French claimants, it
appears that the price of beaver skins in Paris in 1630 was twenty-five shillings
sterling per pound.
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the western part of Acadié amongst themselves for trading
purposes ; but so many exchanges and disputes took place
concerning their claims, that I cannot pretend to give you the
real boundaries of their respective portions. This, however,
is not of much consequence, as our business lies with M.
Denys, who subsequently obtained a concession, fortunately
not mixed up with the others,

Denys appears to have gone to Acadié for the purpose of
embarking in the fisheries, In the first instance, he estab-
lished a ¢ pesche sédentaire,” or shore fishery, at Port Rossi-
gnol, in partnership with Razilly and M. d’Auray, a merchant
of Brittany. This enterprise proved so successful, that they
purchased a ship of 200 tons burthen to carry their fish to
market 5 but having despatched her to Portugal with a cargo
just after the war broke out between Spain and that country,
she was scized and taken into a Portuguese port. The French
ambassador endeavoured to obtain her release, but Denys says
¢they never got anything but fair promises.”!  This misfortune
was soon followed by another of more serious import—-the
death of Razilly, which occurred in 1636. Razilly’s property
fell, by inheritance, into the hands of his brother Claude, who
sold all his interest in Acadié to Charnisay, who contrived by
all sorts of petty annoyances to make Denys’s residence at Port
Rossignol so uncomfortable, that he abandoned his shore fishery
in disgust.

Charlevoix says that when Denys first went out to Acadié
he was appointed Governor of all the eastern coast, from Can-
ceau to Gaspé ; but it is singular that Denys himself does not
mention this in his book. It is probable, therefore, after leav-
ing Port Rossignol, that he retired within the limits of his
government, and began to establish those settlements which
afterwards cxcited the envy of his covetous neighbours.
Whilst Charnisay and La Tour were squabbling on the west
coast, Denys was industriously occupied in clearing land,
erecting little forts for the protection of his people, trading
with the denizens of the forest, and gathering a rich harvest

V Denys's Description géographique ct historique des Costcs de U dAmérigue Sep-
teulrionale. Paris: 1672,
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from the tceming depths of the ocean. Ilis settlement at
Chedaboucton, at the head of the large bay of that name,
where Guysborough now stands, seems to have been his
principal station. Here he had large warchouses, with a fort
for their protection, and employed about 120 men erecting
buildings and working on his land, of which he had 30 arpents
or acres under cultivation,

At St. Peter’s, in Cape Breton, he had a large establish-
ment defended by a fort mounted with cannon, erceted upon
the rocky point on the right hand of the cove near the narrow
isthmus which separates the head waters of the Bras d’Or
Lake from the sea.  Across this isthmus he made a road, over
which he hauled his boats, to avoid the long circuitous voyage
around the island. He cleared nearly the whole of the hill
behind his fort, and had eighty arpents of arable land under
cultivation,

At St. Anne’s he also had a fort near the entrance of the
harbour, several fields under cultivation, and a fine orchard of
apple trees.  His visits to St. Anne’s made him of course well
acquainted with the Bras d'Or Lakes. It was probably upon
one of these visits that he discovered the beautiful river and
basin which still bear his name.

His establishment at the isle of Miscou, at the entrance of
Baye des Chaleurs, was situated in the very centre of the
most valuable fishing grounds in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

A glance at the map of British North America will clearly
show that Denys had displayed great judgment in the selection
of his fishing and trading posts. Miscou and Chedabouctou
possessed every advantage for carrying on the fisheries; St.
Peter’s and St. Anne’s for trading with the Indians. The
great lakes in the middle of the island, with their numerous
bays and channels, ramifying in all directions, being admirably
adapted for canoe navigation, gave the Indians residing in
remote districts an easy means of communicating with the
trading posts at St. Peter’s and St. Anne’s. Denys had been
some years engaged in directing and superintending these
establishments, when his tranquillity was rudely invaded by
one Lse Borgne, who had come into possession of Charnisay’s
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property in Acadié,  To place this before you in a clear light,
I must go back to the year 1636, and endeavour to explain
how Le Borgne acquired a pretended right to interfere with M.
Denys,  After the death of Razilly, his successors, Charnisay
and La Tour, who together occupied the whole of western
Acadié, became rivals in the fur trade. The boundaries of
their respective districts being not clearly defined, each, in his
cagerness to monopolise the custom of the savages, often
encroached upon the territory of the other; and as each chief
had his fort or citadel, surrounded by a band of retainers
ready to embark in any expedition that held oat a prospect of
plunder or profit, collisions often occurred, which terminated
in bloodshed. All legitimate trade was paralysed, and little
progress made in the cultivation of the soil—the real founda-
tion of wealth and prosperity, especially in a new country.
It would lead me too far from my object to attempt to give
you a mere outline of the history of the unhappy contentions
of the rival Seigneurs of Acadié, between 1636 and 1647 ; if
you feel disposed to pursue the subject, I must refer you to
Murdoch’s ¢ History of Nova Scotia.” In 1647, the quarrel
was brought to a crisis by the capture of La Tow’s fort on
the St. John River. The fort was, however, defended with
such gallantry and heroism by Madame La Tour, in the
absence of her husband, that Charnisay, with a vastly superior
force, after a siege of four days only succeeded in his object
by the treachery of one of the garrison,

Charnisay did not long enjoy the fruits of his triumph. He
died in 1650, when La Tour immediately went to France and
obtained a commission from the King, conferring upon him
the appointment of Governor of Acadié.

In 1653, La Tour married the widow of his old and invete-
rate enemy, Charnisay, hoping thereby to neutralise any claims
that might arise from that quarter. He soon, however, found
out his mistake ; for Charnisay, or his widow, had contracted
a debt of large amount with Emmanuel Le Borgne, a mer-
chant of Rochelle, who had obtained a judgment or decree of
the Parliament of Paris, authorising him to take possession of
Charnisay’s property in Acadié, in liquidation of the debt.
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This brings back our story to M. Denys, who, you will
recolleet, had held undisturbed possession for many years of
all the country to the castward of Canceau, and, to make good
his title, had obtained in 1653 a grant thereof from the Com-
pany of New France. Six years before this grant (in 1647)
(harnisay, it scems, had been appointed by the King, Gover-
nor and Licutenant-Gieneral of all Acadié, from its western
confines to the St. Lawrence, which of course included all
M. Denys's settlements, '

Le Borgne, armed with his authority, lost no time in taking
possession of  Acadié,  Having arrived at Canceau with an
armed ship, he first despatched an officer with sixty men to
scize Denys’s fort at St. Peter’s, where a ship had just come
into the harbour with a cargo of merchandise, and a number
of men to cultivate his lands, The commander of Le Borgne’s
detachment, finding that Denys was absent, immediately made
prisoners of all his people, and sent out twenty-five men to lie
in ambush on the road by which Denys was expected to return
from St. Anne’s.  Denys, accompanied only by three unarmed
men, and perfectly unconscious of any danger in his path, was
seized and made prisoner just before he reached his home, Le
Borgne, having been informed of what had occurred, sent a
party to take charge of St. Peter’s, and carried off Denys aud
all his people, as well as the ship and merchandise, valued at
53,000 livres, to Port Royal. Not satisfied with seizing his
property and breaking up his settlement at St. Peter’s, the
ruthless Le Borgne cast Denys into prison, and put him in
irons on his arrival at Port Royal; but fearing, probably,
upon reflection, that he had rather exceeded his authority, he
soon after set Denys at liberty. Failing to obtain any redress
from Le Borgne for the wrongs he had suffered, Denys went
by the first opportunity to France to make his complaints to
the proper authorities,

The Company of New France, satisfied with the justice of
Denys’s complaints, granted him a new commission, as already
mentioned (p. 87), which was confirmed by Letters Patent
from the King, re-establishing him in all his rights, and cloth-
ing him with most ample powers.
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The careless and reckless manner in which these Patents
were issued led to endless confusion, and often to bloodshed,
as we have seen in the case of La Tour and Charnisay. They
were lavished with an unsparing hand from time to time, evi-
dently without enquiring whether the rights they so freely
conferred had not already been bestowed upon others. For
instance, the territory which Denys had held for ten years
was in 1647 given to Charnisay, and then, without revoking
Charnisay’s Patent, it was again granted to Denys.

As you may, perhaps, wish to sce one of these documents, I
now submit a translation of the Patent which invested Denys
with unlimited sway over the destinies of Cape Dreton for
many long years.

¢ Patent, dated January 30,1654, of the Sieur Nicholas Denys,
as Governor and Licutenant-General in Canada, defining
and designating the Limits and extent of his Government.!

¢ Louis, by the grace of God, King of France and Navarre.
To all present and to come. Having been informed and assured
of the laudable and commendable aftection, care and diligence
of the Sieur Nicholas Denys, who was heretofore appointed
and established by the Company of New France, Governor of
the great bay of St. Lawreace and of the adjacent islands
extending from Cape Canceau to Cape Rosiers in New France,
and who has for the space of nine or ten years usefully em-
ployed himself in the conversion of the Savages of the said
country to the Christian faith and religion, as well as in the
establishment of our authority throughout the extent of the
said country, having constructed two Forts and contributed co
the utmost of his power to the maintenance of several Eccle-
siastics for the instruction of the children of the said Savages,
and having worked at the clearing of untilled land, on which
he had built several habitations and would have continued so

1 It was usval about this time to speak of the coasts of the Gulf of St. Law-
rence and the islands therein, as parts of Canada, and of the country to the west
of Canceau as Acadié, although, when the country was first granted to De Monts,
in 1603, all the region to the south of the forty-sixth parallel of latitude was
called Acadié.
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to do, had he not been prevented by Charles de Menou, Sieur
d’Aulnay Charnisay, who without any right, by means of an
armed force, on his own private authority expelled him from
the said forts and seized his victuals and merchandise and
destroyed the above-named habitations, without making any
compensation whatever: And whereas, in order to restore the
place and to re-establish it in its original state and condition,
capable of receiving the settlers who had begun to establish
themselves there by means of the habitations and forts which
had been made and constructed, of which the said Charnisay
took possession, it is necessary to send there a man well
acquainted with the said places and faithful in our service,
in order to repair the said forts or to construct others and
to bring the said country again under our dominion, and to
restore to the said Company all the rights specified in the
proclamation of its establishment ; and for the defence of the
said country, to furnish and hold the said forts, and those which
shall be constructed, with a sufficient number of men-at-arms
and other equipments, for which it will be necessary to go to
great expense; and to render us a service of this importance,
being assured of the zeal, care, industry, courage, worth, good
and wise conduct of the said Sieur Denys who has been named
and presented to us by the said Company: We have of our
certain knowledge, full power and Royal authority, confirmed
and do confirm, appoint and establish, by these presents, signed
with our own hand, the said Sieur Denys Governor and our
Lieutenant-Greneral, representing our person throughout the
country, territory, coasts and borders of the great bay of St.
Lawrence from Cape Canceau up to Cape Rosiers, Newfound-
land, Cape Breton, St. John and other adjacent islands, in
order to re-establish our dominion and the rights of the said
Company of New France, to cause our name, power and autho-
rity to be recognised, to overcome, subject and render obedient
the people who inhabit there, and have them instructed in the
knowledge of the true God and in the light of the Christian
faith and religion, and to command there both by sea and by
land: to order and cause to be executed all that he may con-
sider necessary for maintaining and preserving the above named
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places under our authority, with power to appoint and establish
all officers, both for war and justice, for the present and hence-
forth, n" we and present them to us in order to furnish and
give them our letters necessary for this purpose ; and according
to the occurrence of affairs, with the advice and counsel of the
most prudent and capable persons, to establish laws, statutes
and ordinances as much as possible similar to ours; to treat
for and contract peace, alliance and confederation with the said
people or others having power or command over them ; to go
to open war with them in order to establish and preserve our
authority and liberty of traffic and trade between them and our
subjects, and other things which we may think proper to enjoy
and grant to our subjects who shall reside and trade in the
said country, and also to the natives of the same, favours,
privileges and honours according to their qualities and merits,
at our good pleasure: We will and do intend that the said
Sieur Denys shall reserve and appropriate to himself, and enjoy
fully and peaceably, all the lands before granted to him by the
Company of New France, both for himsclf and those belonging
to him, and that he may give and part with such portions
thereof as he may choose, either to our said subjects residing
there or to the aborigines, as he may think best, according to
their qualities, merits and services : to cause a careful search
to be made for Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper and other Metals,
and to have them worked and converted to use as prescribed
in our ordinances, reserving for ourselves only one tenth of the
profit which shall be derived from Mines of Gold and Silver,
leaving to him whatever appertains unto us of the other metals
and minerals, in order to aid him in bearing the other expenses
which the said service will create: We will that the said Sieur
Denys, before all others, shall enjoy the privilege, power and
right of trafficking and carrying on the trade in skins with the
Savages throughout the whole extent of the said country, both
on the mainland and coasts of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, New-
foundland, Cape Breton and other adjacent islands, in order
that he and those whom he may appoint may have the enjoy-
ment of all the things before meutioned, and that satisfaction
shall be made to him by the widow of the said &’ Aulnay Char-
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nisay and his heirs, for all the losses and damages which he has
suffered through the said Charnisay: Moreover, We have
given and do give, attributed and do attribute, to the said Sicur
Denys the right, power and privilege of' forming a Stationary
Company for the fishing of Cod, Salmon, Mackerel, Herring,
Sardines, Sea Wolves, Sea Cows and other fish which are to
be found throughout the extent of the said country and coast
of Acadié and the islands adjacent towards Virginia, in which
Company all the inhabitants of the country shall have what-
ever share they may wish to take, each participating in the
profits according to the amount embarked therein ; and to pro-
hibit all persons of whatever quality and rank from encroaching
upon the said Company in carrying on the said Stationary
Fishery in all the extent of the country; with the exception,
nevertheless, of our subjects, whom we will and intend shall be
allowed to go everywhere in the said country of New France
with ships, into such ports and harbours as may please them
best, in order to carry on fresh and dry fishing in the usual
manner, without being troubled in any way by the said Com-
pany ; making express inhibition and prohibition to all Mer-
chants, Masters and Captains of vessels and others our ordinary
subjects of the said country, of whatever rank and condition
they may be, to carry on the traflic in Skins with the Savages
of the said country, or the said stationary fishery, without his
express order and permission, under pain of disobedience and
entire confiscation of their ships, arms, ammunition and mer-
chandise to the benefit of the above named Sicur Denys, and
of a penalty of ten thousand francs. We hereby authorize the
said Sieur Denys to stop and arrest all those who act contrary
to our orders, their vessels, arms and provisions, to give them
up into the hands of justice and to prosecute the persons and
goods of the disobedient ; and in order that this our intention
and will be made known, and that none may pretend ignorance
thereof, We send to and command all our officers of justice
whom it may concern, that on the petition of the said Sieur
Denys they shall cause these presents to be read, published
and registered, and what is contained therein to be punctually
kept and observed, causing them to be posted up in the ports,
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harbours and other places of our kingdom, countries and lands
under our sway, and, if necessary, an abridgment of their con-
tents, commanding that, to the copies which shall be duly
collated by our friends and faithful Counsellors, Secretary or
Royal Notary, at their request, as much faith shall be given
as to the present decree: For such is our pleasure. As Witness
to which we have caused our Privy Seal to be affixed hereto.
Given at Paris, the Thirtieth of January One thousand Six
hundred and fifty-four, and in the Eleventh year of our reign.

¢ Signed with the Great Seal of green wax, in strings of red

and green silk.

‘Louis.
¢ Par le Roi.
¢ De Lomenie.

Provided with the ample legal powers which this document
conferred, Denys immediately returned to his settlement at St.
Peter’s, which was at once surrendered by the officer left in
charge by Le Borgne. He then despatched a messenger to
Le Borgne at Port Royal, with a copy of his commission, and
to notify him that he had taken possession of St. Peter’s, as
therein authorised. When the messenger arrived at Port
Royal, he found that Le Borgne had just sailed for the St.
John’s river to take La Tour’s fort by surprise, under the pre-
tence of carrying a supply of provisions to his starving neigh-
bour. As soon, however, as Le Borgne heard of the arrival
of Denys’s messenger, he gave up his intention of attacking La
Tour, and immediately returned to Port Royal with the
design of seizing the messenger—pretending ignorance of the
despatches—and of falling upon Denys, whom he expected to
find quite unprepared to resist him. This wicked and un-
scrupulous scheme was, however, happily frustrated by an
unlooked-for event, which justly brought upon Le Borgne
the very calamity which he intended to inflict upon Denys.
Early in the spring of 1654, Oliver Cromwell sent out three
or four ships with a small body of soldiers, to reduce the Dutch
colony of Manhattan, with instructions to the Governor of
Massachusetts to give all the aid in his power. A force of
500 volunteers was soon raised and placed under the com-
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mand of Major Sedgwick ; but there was no oceasion for their
services in that direction, as peace was made with Holland
before the ships, which had a long passage from England,
arrived at Boston, England and France were at that time
at peace; but Sedgwick, who, it is supposed, had secret orders
from Cromwell, ¢ turned his forces, with those raised in Mz
chusetts, another way, and dislodged the French from Penob-
scot, St. John, &ec., where they met with no great resistance.’!
Having then taken the posts of La Héve and Cape Sable,
Sedgwick unexpectedly made his appearance before Port
Royal, just at the time that Le Borgne was preparing to
carry into exccution his audacious design of attacking M.
Denys at Chedabouctou. Although Le Borgne cccupied a
strongly-fortified post, defended by a numerous garrison, and

Ssa=

abundantly supplied with ammunition and provisions, he sur-
rendered the place to Sedgwick after a slight show of resist-
ance. Iortunately for Denys, the Iinglish did not visit either
Chedabouctou or St. Peter’s, but returned to Boston, carrying
oft Le Borgne prisoner.

Relieved from all fears of a visit from Le Borgne, Denys
soon repaired his forts and buildings, and was able to give
shelter and support to the children of Charnisay after their
expulsion from Acadié. ¢ His establishment at Chedabouctou,’
he says, ¢served not only for the maintenance of my own
family, but of theirs also, for nearly a year, during their time
of need, as well as for the support of all those who had perse-
cuted me.’

It might have been reasonably expected that, after all these
troubles, M. Denys would have been allowed to enjoy the
fruits of his laudable exertions in peace, his title being secured
by grant from the Company of New France, confirmed by the
king’s patent; but it did not prove to be the case, for a person
named La Giraudiere, who had been residing many years on the
St. Mary’s river, twenty leagues to the westward of Canceau,

' Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts, Wildreth, in his History of the United
Slates, says that Cromwell alleged a sum of money promised by France, in cor-
sideration of the cession of Acadié, had never paid, and that the cession, in conse-
quence, was not binding.

H
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set up a claim to Chedabouetou, Denys’s principal settlement,
This man, whose establishment was situated at the head of the
navigation (where Sherbrooke now stands), surrounded by a
palisade, supported by four small bastions armed with two brass
guns and some swivels, on his first arvival had cleared some
land, and attempted to bring it into cultivation; but finding
the soil unproductive, he had given up farming, and devoted
all his time to the fishery and the fur trade, from which he
derived considerable profit.  These advantages, however, did
not satisfy Giraudiere, who looked with envious eyes upon the
smiling fields and luxuriant crops of his neavest necighbour,
M. Denys, and determined, if possible, to get possession of
them. By means of false representations, he induced the
Company of New France to give him a grant! of the whole
coast from Canceau to Cape Louis, a distance of twenty-five
leagues, all lying within Denys’s concession.

Having collected a force of 100 men at Canceau, Giraudiere
proceeded to Chedabouctou, where he secized a vessel which
had just arrived from France with a cargo of merchandise and
provisions for M. Denys. He then summoned Denys to deliver
up the place, notifying him at the same time, that he had ob-
tained a grant of the coast, from Canceau to Cape Louis, from
the Company. To this Denys replied, that the Company
must have been deceived, or they never would have granted to
another that which they had already granted to himself.
Giraudiere rejoined, that he was furnished with a proper
authority, and the means of compelling him to surrender the
fort, if he would not give it up peaceably. At this juncture,
to add to Denys’s troubles, all his men, 120 in number, seeing
that the ship had been seized, and that they would, in conse-
quence, soon be in want of provisions, demanded their dis-
charge. Promising the men that, if they would only remain
to assist him in completing his defences, consisting of a ram-
part made of barrels filled with earth, and two bastions armed
with eight pieces of cannon and some swivels, he would then

' T have not been able to ascertain when this took place, but it must have been
before 1663, because Giraudiere’s grant was from the old Company, which was
dissolved in that year,
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allow them willingly to retive to Cape Breton, and also furnish
them with letters to the captains of the fishing vessels to give
them free passages to France, they all agreed to remain for
that purpose. When the defences were completed, all the
men departed for Cape Breton, except twelve brave fellows,
who would not abandon their master in his hour of need.
Giraudiere, seeing the men depart, and supposing that the
place would now he given up without resistance, again sum-
moned Denys to surrender, telling him at the same time that
it would be unwise on his part to risk his life in attempting to
defend a place which he could not hope to hold against a
superior force. To this Denys answered, that Giraudiere
would run a greater risk in the attack than he (Denys) would
in the defence, especially as the justice of his cause would
combat in his favour. Giraudiere and his brother De Baye
now spent some days in reconnoitreing the place, in the hope
of finding a weak point in the defences which they might
assault with a certainty of success; but failing in this, they
embarked in their vessels and left the place, to the great joy
of Denys, who naturally concluded they had abandonred their
enterprise.

In this, however, Denys was disappcinted, as De Baye
returned a few days afterwards and asked to see the (rovernor,
when he informed him that Giraudiere had taken possession of
the settlement of St. Peter’s in Cape Breton, which he was
determined to hold until some satisfactory arrangement could
be made respecting his right to Chedabouctou.

The conditions proposed by Giraudicre were, that Denys
should give up Chedabouctou in exchange for St. Peter’s, and
that they both should go to France to submit their claims to
the decision of the Cempany, each binding himself in writing
to abide thereby. Denys, having agreed to these conditions,
accompanied Giraudiere to France, when the Company de-
clared that they had been imposed upon, annulled Giraudiere’s
grant, and re-established Denys in all his rights. The result
was so far satisfactory ; but Denys received no compensation
for his losses in consequence of this affair, which he estimated
at 15,000 crowns, partly on account of advances he had made

nz2
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for the maintenance and charge of 120 men, and partly for the
cost of his buildings, clearings, and cattle, which were all lost
and ruined so completely, that he was unable to establish him-
self’ again at Chedabouctou, and was obliged to retire to his
settlement at St. Peter’s,

I am gricved to say that this was not the last of M. Denys's
misfortunes; for after his removal to St. Peter’s, the whole of
his buildings there were destroyed by fire, which compelled
him to abandon Cape Breton, and to retire to his only remain-
ing settlement at the Bay Chaleurs.  The following is his own
account of this calamity :—

¢T was obliged to remove to Cape Breton, where I would
doubtless have recovered from my losses, through meeting with
some savages yet unknown, who came to seck me, bringing
two long boats full of furs, worth about 25,000 franes, had not
a fire unfortunately broken out (the cause of which could
never be ascertained) in a loft where fire was not usually
carried, and burnt down all my dwellings, all my wares, furni-
ture, ammunition, victuals, flour, wine, arms; in short, all that
I possessed in that place was consumed without being able to
save anything; and all my people were obliged, as well as
myself, to escape from the violence of the fire with no other
covering but our shirts. The only things saved were half a
cask of brandy, and as much wine, with about 500 sheaves of
wheat, which were withdrawn with great difficulty from a barn
which the fire had not yet reached; without which we should
all have been compelled to have sought a subsistence in the
woods with the savages until the coming spring.’

Unfortunately, Denys does not give us the date of this cala-
mity, so that I am not able to say when he left Cape Breton.
It is certain he was there in 1659, as it is stated in the Jesuits’
‘Relations’ of that year, that ¢ Monsieur Denys occupies
the chief settlement belonging to the French in Cape Breton,’
and that the ¢Fathers André Richard, Martin Lione, and
Jacques Fremin, were then in that island.’! It is also equally
certain that he left before 1669, because, as Denys himself
informs us, when a person named Huret, who was in charge of

v Relation de Jésuites en Nowvelle-I'rance, an. 1639-1660.  Paris: 1661,



COMPANY OF NEW FRANCE DISSOLVED. 101

Giraudiere’s settlement at St. Mary’s, was driven out by the
Einglish in that year, he went with all his people in boats to
Denys's settlement at Nipisiguit, in Bay Chaleur, for refuge,
where they were kindly received and supported all winter by
Madame Denys, in the absence of her husband.

¢ For which, he adds, €T hold their note, which has never
been paid; and behold! by my diligence and labour T have
again had the opportunity of relieving in their misfortunes
those who, not satisfied with their own possessions, coveted,
seized, and destroyed mine, Providence having permitted me
to toil for their subsistence and to give them bread in their
troubles, all which I say without reproach.’

His settlement at Nipisiguit, the only one now left to him,
scems to have been in a flourishing condition; he says his
house was flanked by four bastions mounted with six pieces of
sannon, and surrounded by a palisade eighteen feet in height ;
“that he had a large garden in which vegetables flourished
admirably ; an orchard planted with apple and pear trees which
withstood the cold; and that peas and corn grew passably
well.?

The Company of New France, or, as it was sometimes
styled, the ¢ Company of One Hundred Associates,” having
been dissolved in 1663, a new one was established in the fol-
lowing year, which confirmed M. Denys in the possession of
all his territory, upon condition of sending out fifty emigrants
every ten years. From this time we find only some occasional
notices of M. Denys’s movements, It seems probable that he
went to France some time before 1672—the year in which his
hook was published, and left his sons in charge of his settle-
ment,

In the year 1677, Denys’s right. to exact a duty from all
persons who took coal from Cape Breton was recognised by
an ordinance of Jacques Duchesnau, Intendant of New
IFrance.!

' T make this statement on the authority of Mr. Murdoch, who says, in his
History of Nova Seotia: *The coal mines of Cape Breton begun at this time to
attract attention. Duchesnan, the Intendant of New France, issued an ordonnance
dated August 21, 1677, which recognises and establishes the right of M. Denys to
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In 1685, Richard Denys, acting for his father, grmlt(‘!d a
piece of land three leagues square, in Cape Breton, to the
Seminary of Foreign Missions at Quebec, but its situation is
not mentioned.

There is no record of the fact, but it is probable that M.
Denys’s patent was partially, if not wholly, cancelled about this
time, because a new trading company, composed of the Sieur
Bergier of Rochelle, Gabriel Gautier of Paris, and some
others, who had for two or three years been in possession of
Chedaboucetou and other places on the coast, obtained in 1686
a grant of Cape Breton, St. John’s, and the Magdalen Islands.

Finally, it is quite certain that his patent was entirely
revoked before the year 1690, as he applied for and obtained
at that time from Frontenac, the Governor of New France,
a grant of fifteen leagues square at Miramichi, where his son
Richard resided, lying within the limits of the concession which
he had held for more than forty years.

Denys’s book, entitled ¢ Description géographique et histo-
rique des Cotes de I'’Amdérique Septentrionale,” to which T am
indebted for the substance of the greater part of this letter,
was published in Paris in 1672, It contains much valuable
information relating to Acadi¢ and Cape Breton, minute and
graphic accounts of the fisheries, and drawings of storehouses,
fishing stages, and all the implements in use, down to a common
fish barrel.  The sixth chapter is devoted to a description of
the harbours, rivers, &c. of Cape Breton. Beginning at St.
Peter’s, he takes us all round the island to the Gut of Canceau,
then called the Strait of Fronsac. His description of St.
Annce’s, as might be expected from his connexion with that
place, is very accurate, but he does not appear to have been
personally acquainted with some of the other harbours. At

exact a duty from all persons who took coal from Cape Breton, or plaister from the
Straits of Canceau, as granteo of the land by patent in 1654, governor, &e.  This
document fixes the duty at thirty sous for each ton of plaister (gypsum), and twenty
sous for each ton of coal. Persons also who trade in furs within the limits of Denys's
grants and government, which embraced the islands of St. John and Cape Breton,
and the whole Gulf-shore from Canceau to Cape Rosicrs, are declared liable to
confiseation of their goods employed, and to a fine of 200 livres, unless they have
license from Denys.—Vol. i. p. 155.
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the Baie des Espagnols (Sydney) you will be surprised to
learn ¢ there is n mountain of very good coal four leagues up
the river.”  This will be great news for the numerous parties
now engaged in mining speculations!  The most curious docu-
ment in the book is the map of the island, of which you have
an exact copy annexed. It is odd that two persons of such
ability and intelligence as Champlain and Denys, who were
hoth engaged in maritime occupations for so many years,
should have compiled such wretched maps of Cape Breton,
Considering that Denys’s map was constructed so long after
Champlain’s, and that he himself had resided so long in the
island, the latter is in reality the best of the two, save in the
position of the entrance to the Bras d'Or Lakes, which Champ-
lnin supposed to be through Niganiche Bay. Denys gives us
a tolerably accurate deseription of Sydney IHarbour in his
pages, but, you will observe, does not even give it a place in
his map, whilst he makes the little harbour of Baleine, which
will searcely hold a dozen vessels, as large as St. Anne’s,
which he truly says has anchorage for a thousand,

In making these remarks I do not wish to throw any blame
upon M. Denys, as he probably had not much time for making
marine surveys, but to show the slow progress of’ geographical
science during the two hundred years following the discovery
of America. His whole time was, no doubt, occupied with the
various mercantile and agricultural pursuits in which he had
embarked, in places so far distant from one another, leaving
him little leisure to bestow upon map making. Of all the
Seigneurs of Acadié, he was the only one that succeeded in
bringing any notable surface of land under cultivation. If he
did not make so much progress as might have been expected
with the number of men he employed, we must bear in mind
that this was chiefly due, as he tells vs, to the envy and
rapacity of his neighbours, and not ¢ to his negligence or his
want of knowledge of the country, with the advantages of
which he was well acquainted.” He entertained a high opinion
of the capabilities and resources of the country, for he adds:
¢ People might live in Acadi¢ and Cape Breton with as much
satisfaction as in France itself, provided the envy of one did
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not ruin the best intended designs of another, and that land
cleared and cultivated by one should not be taken from him
and given to another ;’ provisos which had been overlooked in
more than one instance within his own experience.

/7" The tact and courage which M. Denys displayed on so
many occasions of difficulty and danger; the patience and
perseverance with which he endeavoured to repair his severe
losses; and the generosity and kindness which he exhibited
towards the children and dependents of his bitterest enemies in
their hour of need, justly demand our highest praise and
admiration, " To you, my friends, I fcel that no apology is
necessary for dwelling so long upon the fortunes of one so
intimately connected with Cape Breton, and who, had he been
permitted to pursue his liberal and enlightened views in peace
and quietness during his long career, would have contributed
in an eminent degree to the carly settlement and advancement
of your native land,
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LETTER VIIL
1654—1690,

IHaviNG in my last brought down the history of Cape Breton
to the year 1690, we must now revert to Acadié, which, you
will recollect, was taken possession of by Major Sedgwick
(see p. 97) in the year 1654, although France and England
were at that time at peace. In the following year a Treaty of
Alliance was agreed upon at Westminster between the two
nations, but Cromwell could not be persuaded to give up
Acadié, alleging that it was, by right of discovery, the ancient
inheritance of the Crown of England. To sccure his hold of
the country, letters patent were granted on August 10, 1656,
by Cromwell to Sir Charles St. Stephen, Lord Delatour,
Thomas Temple, and William Crowne, ¢ of all those lands in
America called Acadia, and that part of the country called
Nova Scotia” The grantees had the exclusive right of
trading with the savages, rendering yearly twenty moose skins
and twenty beaver skins to the Lord Protector or his succes-
sors,!  Colonel Thomas Temple was appointed Governor, and
on April 14, 1657, by an Order of the Council, a ship was
provided to carry him and his company to his plantation in
Nova Scotia.?

In the year 1662, Charles IL confirmed this grant, and, it
is supposed, at the urgent request of the people of New
England, refused for a long time to listen to the solicitation of
the French Government to give up the country. The fickle
monarch, however, at length yielded to the entreaties of
Louis XIV., and, wholly ignoring the rights of Temple and

! Documents in the Public Record Office.
2 Ibid.
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his associates, who had spent a large sum of money in repair-
ing the Forts of St. John, Pentagoet, Port Royal, and Cape
Sable, restored the whole of Acadi¢ to France at the Treaty
of Breda in 1667. Sir Thomas Temple, of course, made
strong objections to this article of the Treaty, and contrived
by various excuses to hold possession of the country, until
1670, when the King sent him out a positive order to deliver
it up to M. de Andigny de Grandfontaine, who was appointed
Governor of Acadié by the King of France.

England had, nominally, been in possession of Acadié from
1654 to 1670, but during all that time the French inhabitants
had neither given up their houses nor lands except in the
immediate vicinity of the forts of La Héve, Port Royal, St.
John’s, &c.

It was reasonably expeeted that the disorders which had
so long prevailed would cease when a Royal Governor was
appointed, with full powers over the whole colony, and that
the country ¢ which had hitherto been little more than a resort
for adventurers, whose occupations were concentrated in the
fur trade, the fisheries, petty wars, and probably piracy,” would
now begin to make some progress. There was certainly ample
room for improvement, for we learn that, according to a census
taken in 1671, by order of M. de Grandfontaine, the whole
number of inhabitants in Acadié did not exceed 400, not
reckoning those who had intermarried with and been absorbed
by the Abenaquis Indians.

In the year 1674, the Charter of the West India Company,
which had been only ten years in existence, was cancelled,
and the trade in the French Colonies in America was declared
free to all French subjects. At the same time, the govern-
ments of Acadié and Cape Breton were made subordinate to
that of Canada, Quebec being the residence of the Viceroy or
Commander-in- chief of all New France.

In the short space of seventeen years Acadié had no less

! ¢ Nevertheless we are bound to remark that whilst others were chiefly en-
gaged in war or the fur trade, M. Denys was making the most praiseworthy eftorts
to form agricultural establishments; he employed a great number of men in the
cultivation of the soil.’—~ M, Rameau's France awr Colonies. Paris: 1859.
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than five governors : La Grandfontaine, appointed in 1670, De
Chambly in 1674, De Valliere in 1682, Perrot in 1684, and De
Menneval in 1687,

Nevertheless the country did not prosper under the Royal
Governors, The frequent changes were the cause of much
mischief, as each governor on his appointment, aware that his
reign would be a short one, made the best use of the time in
enriching himself as speedily as possible.  The Baron la
IHontan, who resided in Canada and Newfoundland from 1683
to 1694, says, ¢ The French governors look upon their place as
a gold mine given them in order to enrich themselves; so that
the public good must always march behind private interest . . .
M. Perrot was broke with disgrace for having made it his
chief business to enrich himself . . . his chief business was to
go in barks from river to river in order to traffic with the
savages . . « M. de Menneval suffered the English to possess
themselves of Port Royal because the place was covered only
with single pallisados. But why was it not better fortified ?
I can tell you the reason: he thought he had time enough
to fill his pockets before the English would attack it.” La
Hontan’s testimony must, however, be received with caution ;
he had been dismissed from the French service, and probably
wrote under feelings of irritation on that account, The Abbé
Prevost says, ¢ Lia Hontan is a bad guide on important
subjects.”  Still there seems to have been much truth in his
statements, as we have a corroboration thereof from another
source: M. Bergier, who resided at Chedabouctou, ¢ having
gone to the island of Cape Breton with three men, to collect
furs from the savages, was attacked and robbed by Beaubassin,
a son of De Valliere, who entered his cabin at three o’clock
in the morning, accompanied by six men armed with fusils,
drawn swords, and pistols ; and an Indian chief also, who was
coming to Chedabouctou, was met by De Valliere himself, and
robbed of the skins of seventy moose, sixty martins, four
beavers, and two otters.?’

' La Iontan’s Travds in Canada. English Edition, 2 vols. London, 1735.
2 Paris Manuscripts in archives at Quebec.
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In consequence, probably, of the compla'nts of the honest
and peaceable inhabitants of Acadié, the Viceroy sent M. de
Meulles, the Intendant of New France, to inquire into the
state of the country, who reported that he found all the French
settlements in a state of ruin and desolation. In the year
1688, anticipating a war with England, Louis XIV. sent out
the Sieur de Pasquine to examine and report upon the defences
of the colony. Pasquine reported very favourably of the
country, the fertility of the soil, the sccurity of the ports, and
the value of the mines and fisheries; but added that, owing
to the dissensions of the proprietors, and the avarice of the
governors, who traded with the English, the latter had
obtained a monopoly of the fisheries and the commerce of the
colony ; and that the French inhabitants, who were under no
restraint or discipline, neglected the culture of the soil and led
a vagabond life in the woods. He recommended that the seat
of government should be removed from Port Royal to La
Héve or Canceau, either of which was in a more central
position, and better situated for affording succour to Cape
Breton and Newfoundland in case of need.

The population of Acadié, which, according to a census
taken by De Meulles in 1686, was 912, including 30 soldiers,
in less than three years, owing to the disorderly state of the
country, dwindled down to 806.

In Cape Breton there was not a single family of liuropean
descent; the Indians, and perhaps one or two Jesuit mis-
sionaries, had sole possession of the island. The fishermen
frequented the harbours as usual, but the only other visitors
were the persons sent by Bergiers Company, whose head-
quarters were at Chedabouctou, to collect furs from the
Indians.

So that when the war broke out in 1689, Acadié and Cape
Bretoa were in a truly wretched condition, and alike incapable
of making the slightest opposition to the attacks of the
English. No assistance could be obtained from Newfound-
iand, as the French occupied only a single fortified post in
that island.

The mention of Newfoundland reminds me that I ought
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before this to have given you some account of the progress of
an island destined, in later times, to hecome one of the principal
markets for the produce of Cape Breton, English merchants
and fishermen, chiefly from the West of lngland, had long
occupied, as T have before told you, stations upon the castern
coasts of the island during the fishing season, but no attempts
were made to establish regular settlements before the year
1610, when the ¢ Company of the Planters of Newfoundland,
composed of the Earl of Northampton, Lord Bacon, and many
other influential persons, obtained a patent from James 1.,
granting them the whole of Newfoundland, from the forty-sixth
to the fifty-secand degree of latitude, with all the seas and
islands within ten leagues of the coast.! John Guy, who was
appointed Governor, went out with a number of emigrants,
who settled at Cooper’s Cove, but the cold proved so severe,
and the soil so unproductive, that the enterprise was abandoned
in less than three years, although Lord Bacon—one of its chief
promoters—declared that Newfoundland ¢ contained richer
treasures than the mines of Mexico and Peru.’

In the year 1623, Sir George Calvert,soon after created Lord
Baltimore, obtained a grant from James I. of ¢all that entire
portion of land situate within our country of Newfoundland,’
and all islands within ten leagues of the eastern shore thercof,
to be incorporated into a provinee called Avalon. Lord
Baltimore sent out three vessels with settlers, but did not go
out himself until April 1628, when he took up his abode at
Ferryland, where a fort and a large house had been erected
for him. On August 25 he wrote to the King that the
fisheries had been disturbed by a Frenchman, one Mons. de la
Rade, of Dieppe, who had three ships and 400 men, all well
armed. He added, that he had driven offt Mons. Rade, and
captured seven French vessels which he had sent to England,
and requested the King to send out two men-of-war to protect
the English fisheries. On August 19, 1629, he again wrote
to the king from Ferryland, ¢ giving thanks upon his knees

= J=
=

' T obtained this information, and all that follows relative to Newfoundland, up
to the ycar 1700, from the original documents in the Public Record Office.
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for the loan of a fair ship;’ this was the ¢ St. Claude,” one of
the prizes taken in the preceding year. A year’s residence in
Newfoundland seems to have been quite enough for Lord
Baltimore, as he applied on August 19 to the king for a grant
in Virginia, stating that he could not bear the climate of
Newfoundland,' the land and sea being frozen from October
to May, and that of 100 persons in his service, 56 had been
sick at one time, whereof nine or ten died.

The fishermen of Newfoundland were about this time eruelly
harassed by pirates. In eight years, viz. from 1612 to 1620,
the damage done by the pirates was estimated at 40,800L 5 be-
sides the loss of 180 pieces of ordnance, and 1,080 fishermen
and mechanics cairied off by force. Captain Whitbourne,
who was sent out in 1615 to hold a Court of Admiralty to
enquire into certain abuses, says that one Peter LKaston, a
pirate, had ten sail of well-appointed ships, that he was master
of the seas, and levied a regular tax on all the fishing vessels.?
On August 8, 1625, the Mayor of Poole wrote to the Privy
Council, saying that, unless protection were afforded to the
Newfoundland Fleet of 250 sail, € of the Western Ports,” they
would be surprised by the Turkish pirates; and on the 12th
of the same month the Mayor of Plymouth informed the
Council that twenty-seven ships and 200 men had been taken
by pirates in ten days. As there are no records of any further
complaints, we may presume that the required protection was
afforded by the Government.

Having obtained a favourable answer to his application for
a grant in Virginia, Lord Baltimore seems to have taken little
interest in his colony in Newfoundland. Adventurers of mo-
derate means obtained grants of that part of the coast which
had been before assigned to Lord Baltimore, and parcelled it
out in lots to persons who paid a certain sum, and undertook
to settle a certain number of fishermen or agriculturists.

' Sir David Kirke, writing on October 2, 1639, to Archbishop Laud, praises the
climate of the country, and says the air agrees with all God's creatures except
Jesuits and schismaties; ‘a great mortality among the former tribe so affrighted
my Lord of Baltimore that he utterly deserted the country.’

2 Whitbourne's Discourse and Discovery of Newfoundland. Londen: 1623,
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In the year 1637, the Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl of
Pembroke, the Earl of Holland, and Sir David Kirke-—(the
same that took Quebee in 1629)—obtained a grant of the
¢ Province of Newfoundland, bordering upon the Continent of
America,” from the forty-sixth to the fifty-third degree of lati-
tude. The preamble to this grant states that it was given in con-
sequence of Lord Baltimore and Cecil his son having deserted
and left the plantation in no sort provided for, as also had several
other persons who had grants of parcels of land, ¢ leaving divers
of our own poor subjects in the said province living without
government.”  Cecil, Lord Baltimore, when he heard of this
scheme, memorialised the King, and informed his Majesty
that his father had sent out divers colonies of the King’s sub-
jeets to plant, build houses, and erect forts; that he had sent
out Captain Winne, Captain Mason, and Sir Arthur Aston,
as governors; and that he had expended more than 20,0004 in
the colony, but was compelled to leave on account of the
severity of the weather; he therefore prays that his rights
might not be trenched upon by ¢ some persons of quality,” who
had a design of exacting a duty upon all the fish taken, &ec.

Nevertheless, the ¢ persons of quality > above mentioned ob-
taived their grant, and Sir David Kirke went out to manage
the affairs of the new company, where his proceedings caused
much dissatisfaction among both the English and the foreign
fishermen. In 1639, the French Ambassador complained of
Kirke’s impositions upon strangers fishing on the coast of
Newfoundland, and in 1640 the Justices of the Peace of
Exeter forwarded several petitions to the Privy Council from
merchants and others, complaining of injuries inflicted by
Kirke and his associates, more especially of having set up
taverns (which were expressly forbidden by the Privy Council),
whereby the fishermen wasted their estates and grew dis-
orderly. In consequence of these and subsequent complaints,
commissioners were sent out in 1652 to examine into them,
when Kirke’s estates were sequestrated, but restored in the
following year. The ¢ persons of quality,” who were so con-
gpicuous in the organisation of the enterprise, seem to have
withdrawn when Kirke got into trouble, as there is no men-



112 CAPE BRETON.

tion of them in any of the documents relating to his alleged
delinquencies.  After Sir David Kirke’s death, in 1654, his
sons took possession of his estate in Newfoundland, as we learn
from a petition presented to the King by his brother, Sir
Lewis Kirke,' in 1660, praying that the ships sent out for the
protection of the fisheries might give assistance to George,
David, and Philip Kirke, then resident there, in recovering
certain duties which had not been collected on account of the
late wars.

To make his title to Newfoundland quite safe, Sir David
Kirke had made over part of his grant to John Claypole, the
son-in-law of Oliver Cromwell, hoping thereby to enlist the
interest of the Protector in his favour, This answered very
well for a time ; but on the restoration of the Stuarts, in 1660,
Cecil, Lord Baltimore, made the circumstance known to
Charles I, with the object of raising a prejudice against
the heirs of Sir David Kirke, and renewed his claims
to Newfoundland. This ruse produced the desired effect; for
by an Order in Council, dated May 9, 1663, Sir Lewis Kirke,
John Kirke, and the heirs of' Sir David Kirke, were required
to € quit their pretensions to the provinee of Avalon,” and all
captains, ofticers, and others His Majesty’s subjects, were com-
manded to aid and assist Captain Swanley, the agent of Lord
Baltimore, in recovering possession of the country. Swanley
acted as deputy-governor for Lord Baltimore for a short time,
and was then succeeded by John Rayner, who was withdrawn
before 1667, as appears by a Memorial presented by him to
the king on January 2 of that year, in which he calls him-
self late Deputy-Governor of Newfoundland. There is no men-
tion of Lord Baltimore or his deputies in the public records
after this date, from which it may be inferred that he had
abandoned the colony, finding it occupied by settlers or plan-
ters who carried on the boat-fishery at all the principal
stations.

' Sir Lewis Kirke was appointed Governor of Quelee after its capture, in 1629,
(see p. 73). In October 1660, he obtained the office of Recciver and Paymaster to
the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners, Gentlemen-at-Arms, from the King., He
died in 1663, and was succceded in office by John Kirke, Gentleman Pensioner,
with the same allowanee and fees,
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The French had always enjoyed the right of fishing on the
northern and southern coasts; but they were not allowed to
make use of the bays or harbours for any other purpose than
curing their fish,  This, particularly after the loss of Acadié,
was the eause of =0 much inconvenience, that their Govern-
ment resolved to remedy 1t by following the example of Crom-
well, who had scized Acadié in a time of peace.  In the year
1660, two ships of war were therefore sent out with 130
goldiers on board, besides ordnance and munitions for a fort,
to take possession of the harbour of Placentin.  In a very
short space of time a fort and barracks were constructed, and
houses for fifty families of fishermen and artisans,  They held
the place, which was called Plaizance,’ until 1713, when it
was yielded up by treaty, in spite of several attempts to dis-
lodge them. It was to them an acquisition of great impor-
tance, both as a harbour of refuge for their ships, and as a
convenicnt post for harassing the Lnglish fishermen in the
time of war. The Baron le Hontan, who was some time on
duty there, says the fort stood on a point of land so close to
the narrow entrance of the harbour, ¢ that ships going in graze
(so to speak) upon the angle of the bastion.

About the year 1670, the mayors and merchants of the
western ports complained to the king, in their petitions, that
g0 many men were employed by the planters in the shore-
fishery, that hands could not be found to man one-fourth of
the ships formerly sent out, and that, in consequence, the
fisheries of Newfoundland could no longer be considered the
great nursery of seamen for his Majesty’s Navy. These peti-
tions do not seem to have produced much effect at that time ;
but the subject was again revived in 1675 with more success,
when a committee of the Lords, to which it had been referred,
recommended that the planters should be ordered to leave the
country,

By an Order in Council of May 5 of that year, the com-
mander of the frigate sent to Newfoundland to convoy the

! In some old maps Placentia Bay is called Plasancius, and is supposed to have
Leen so named after Sancius, the youngest son of John Cabot.—Biddle's Memoir
of Cabot.
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ships engaged in the trade was requived ¢ to warn and ad-
monizh our subjects dwelling in that country to remove from
thenee, and either to return into this kingdom, or to bhetake
themselves to any other our plantations in America,”  Sir
John Berry, the commander of the frigate © Bristol,” a humane
and intelligent ofticer, to whom this dizagreeable duty was
committed, gave the warning required, but immediately after-
wards reported by letter to the Seeretiry of State, that the
people were too poor to move, that many false informations
had heen laid to their charge, and that the merchants were
more to blame than the planters.  On his examination hefore
a Committee of the Lords, on April 13, 1676, Sir John Berry
repeated what he had  before stated, and € assured their
Lordships of the necessity of encouraging a Colony in New-
foundland, or else that the IFrench would take advantage, by
the intended removal, to make themsclves masters of all the
harbours and fishing stations about the island; or would other-
wise entice the English Planters to come and settle among them,
to the great prejudice of our fishery.” Captain Davis, who was
present, “and had conversed much in those parts,” declared
himself of the same opinion.  In consequence of these represen-
tations, the obnoxious Order of May 3, 1675, was rescinded,
and on May 18, 1677, a new Order was issued, authorising the
planters “to be continued in possession of their houses and
stages according to the usage of last years.,” The captains of
the convoy frigates were direeted to make publicatdon of this
Order, and to see that nothing contrary thereto was attempted.

Nothing of importance oceurred in Newfoundland until the
war with France broke out in 1689, which I shall refer to in
a future letter. The planters and western merchants seem
to have lived together in harmony, as no complaints reached
the ears of the home Government. The statistics relative to
the fisheries, collected by the commanders of the convoy
frigates, furnish us with some interesting information. From
these we learn that 212 planters, of whom 99 were married,
resided between Cape Race and Cape Bonavista, in 1680.!

' Tho family of Sir David Kirke, once the sole owner of the whole of New-
foundland, were residing at Ferryland in 1676, in the capacity of ordinary planters,
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Belonging to them were 251 childeen, 1,695 men servants, 23
women servants, 434 head of eattle, 25 hovses, 361 boats, and
196 stages: and that they made anmually 67,340 quintals of
dry fish, and 395 hogsheads of train oil,

At the same time, the western merchants had 97 <hips, of
the burthen of 95305 tons, 793 hoats, 133 stages, and 3,022
men, engaged in the fishing ports; and 99 ships of the hurthen
of 8,123 tons, mounting 415 guns, and navigated by 1,157
seamen, in carrying the produce of the fisheries to Kurope,
the West Indies, and South America,  Theiv annual take
was 133,910 quintals of dey fish, and 1,033 hogsheads of
train oil.

It was, of course, impossible to obtain an accurate return of
the produce of the Irench fisheries in Newfoundland by the
English ofticers; but from an estimate made by Captain
Twybourne, who was on the station in 1676, we learn that
102 ships, 1,836 boats, and 9,180 men were engaged in the
fisheries on the northern and southern coasts,  Captain Twy-
bourne’s estimate of the annual produce at 530,800 quintals of
dry-fish, 9,180 quintals of cord fish, and 3,213 tuns of oil,
based upon a catch of 300 quintals for cach boat, is certainly
too high, as we have seen above that the 793 hoats belonging
to the western merchants only took 183 guintals each.

The defenceless condition of all the fishing stations on the
coast of Newfoundland, in the earlier years of the seventeenth
century, invited the attacks of the numerous pirates which
then covered the seas, as has been already mentioned. In
later years, during the war with Hoiland, the Dutch eruisers,
for the same reason, plundered the planters with impunity.
In 1665 Admiral de Ruyter visited several of the prineipal
ports, and victualled his fleet from the Iinglish ships before
sailing for Europe. Again, in 1673, a Dutch squadron of
four ships of forty guns each entered the harbour of IFerry-
land, where ¢ they plundered, ruined, fired, and destroyed the
commodities, cattle, household gocds, and other stores belong-

comprising his widow, Lady Kirke, his son George, with his wife and four children,
his son David, with his wife and one child, and Philip, unmarvied.  Altogether
they had sixty-six men servants, fourteen hoats, three stages, and three oil-vats.

12
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ing to the inhubitants,”'  Notwithstanding these warnings, no
steps were taken to protect even St. John's itself,  In the
year 1682, Capt. Talbot, of TLM.S. ¢ Tiger,” appointed to
convoy the ships to Lurope, memorialised the King, showing
that there were no forts in the island, and that a single
enemy’s ship could at any time destroy all the boats and ruin
the colony, e recommended that St. John's and some of the
chief' fishing ports should be fortified, and that the cost should
be defrayed by charging the fishing ships or the colony with a
tax, ¢ not more than they paid in the proprictor’s time.”  This
wise counsel was not heeded 3 so it happened, of course, when
war broke out a few years later, that almost every station, as
will be related in due time, was devastated in mid-winter by a
handful of Canadian militia,

The progress of Canada, which we have not noticed since
the death of Champlain in 1635 (see p. 86) now demands
our attention ; the more especially because Quebee, the capital
of the colony, was the seat of government of the Viceroy of all
New IFrance.  Champlain, you will recollect, on his first
arrival in Canada joined the Algonquins and Hurons in an
expedition against ¢he Iroquois, and gave such valuable aid to
the former in their first rencontre with the enemy, by means of
his arquebus, that the latter, who had never before witnessed
the destructive effects of fire-arms, fled precipitately into the
forest, abandoning their villages and leaving a great number of
prisoners in the hands of the Algonquins,  This affair seems
never to have been forgiven nor forgotten by the Iroquois,
who waged constant war against the French, and embraced
every favourable opportunity of making seeret and sudden
irruptions into their settlements, The weak and defenceless
condition of the colony, for more than thirty years after the
death of Champlain, chiefly owing to the neglect of the
¢ Company of 100 Associates,” which had not brought out the
number of emigrants agreed upon, was the chief cause of
these hostile incursions. Like all their predecessors, they

' From a letter from Dudley Lovelace, who was a prisoner on board the Dutch
fleet at the time, He says the Lady Kirke and her sons were the greatest
sufferers on this occasion — Letter in Public Record Office.
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goon found that the fur trade was a much more profitable
occupation than the slow and laborious process of clearing
land and preparing it for cultivation, If they did encourage
the Jesuit missionaries, as they were bound to do by their
charter, to visit the savages in the depths of the forest, it was
for the purpose of making use of them as pioncers to the fur
traders  who followed in their footsteps.  Agriculture was
almost entirely neglected, except under the walls of the forts,
and even there, although the colonists planted the seed, the
savages often reaped the havvest,

Urgent representations were made to Louis XTIV, that the
French authority in Canada was completely trampled upon
and set at defiance by a tribe of savages, and that the colony,
which under good management would soon rise into great
importance, was fast going to ruin. A commissioner was
therefore sent out to inquire into the administration of the
aftairs of the colony ; at the same time, 400 soldiers were sent
to protect it from the inrvoads of the savages, The Company,
jealous of the interference of a royal commissioner in their
affairs, which probably would not bear a close serutiny, and
weary of the contests in which they had been so long engaged
with the fierce and implacable Iroquois, refused to incur any
further outlay in the defence of the colony, gave up their
charter with all its privileges, and in the year 1664 abandoned
the country.,  The privileges which they had long enjoyed
were then granted to the ¢ West India Company,’ according to
the system of the I'rench Government at that period.

In the following year, the Marquis de Tracey went out to
Canada as Viceroy, accompanied by M. Talon as intendant, or
minister of justice, finance, and marine. A regiment of sol-
diers and a great number of settlers were sent out at the same
time, with horses, cattle, and all kinds of tools and implements.
The first object which engaged the attention of the new gover-
nor was the defence of the settlements. This he secured by
erecting three forts on the river Richelieu, which so overawed
the Iroquois, that some of the five cautons, into which the
tribe was divided, sent deputies to sue for peace: others, how-
ever, kept aloof, and soon engaged in open hostilities with the
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Freach; but De Tracey, although it was in the depth of
winter, sent an expedition into the Mohawk country, which
penetrated into their fastnesses, and ereated such alarm, that
the Indians fled with precipitation into more distant retreats,
where the IFrench could not, for want of provisions, follow
them. By these wise and energetic measures De Tracey
secured the colony from the inroads of the savages, and the
country for the first time began to show signs of improvement
and real progress. Many of the officers and soldiers settled
upon lands, granted upon the condition that they should render
military service when called upon by the governor.

M. de Courcelles, who was appointed Viceroy in 1667,
availed himself of the quiet state of the country to extend the
power of I'rance in the interior, by sending Jesuit missionaries
to survey the remote regions bordering on Lakes Huron and
Michigan. Erench scttlements were advanced as far as the
river Richelicu, and the construction of a fort was commenced
at Cutaraqui, on Lake Ontario, for the purpose of overawing
the Iroquois, This fort was completed by the succeeding
governor, after whom it was named, and long known as Fort
Frontenac.

Canada enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity during the vice-
royalty of the Count de Frontenac, extending over a period of
ten years; but a powerful English colony had been rapidly
extending along the southern borders of the Iroquois country,
which was destined at no far distant date to become a more
dangerous neighbour than all the savages north and south of
the Great Lakes.

When M. de la Barre arrived in Canada in 1682, as the
successor of Frontenac, he found that the English colonists of
the province of New York were rapidly advancing their settle-
ments along the banks of the Iudson and its tibutaries, and
purchasing furz from the Iroquois at more liberal prices than
were paid by the French traders. The Iroquois even bought
furs from the Hurons, the allies of the French, and sold them
to the English, which gave such offence to De la Barre that he
determined to march into the Iroquois country to compel them
to abandon their traflic with the English. Deputies from the
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[roquois met him on the shores of Lake Ontario, and in reply
to his threat of devastating their country unless they gave up
trading with the English, coolly informed him that he had not
a sufficient force to carry his threat into execution, and insisted
upen his immediately withdrawing his troops.  Finding all the
cantons leagued against him, De la Barre was obliged to sub-

mit to this humiliating condition, and to return to Montreal.
The Marquis de Denouville, who suceeeded De la Barre in
1685, had an unevsy time of it during his short reign of four
years, The French settlements were kept in a state of con-
stant agitation and alarm by the inroads of the Iroquois, who

wandered about in large bodies, wherever they pleased, with
impunity, and at length became so emboldened by the manifest
weakness of the French, that they made a sudden descent upon
the island of Montreal in 1687, killed a number of the inhabi-
tants, and carried oft 200 prisoners.

In this emergency, the Count de Frontenae, who had during
his former viceroyalty gained much influence over the Indians,
was again sent out in the same capacity in the year 1689, with
the hope of catablishing friendly relations with the several
cantons.  Under ordinary circumstances, an able enterprising
man like Frontenac might have succeeded in such an important
mission 3 but unfortunately, the war, which hroke out between
England and France, on the accession of William and Mary,
just at that time, brought such a powerful ally to the Iroquois,
who now felt assured that they would be openly supported by
the Inglish settlers on the frontiers of New York, that they
sternly rejected all the overtures of the IFrench governor, and
refused to enter upon any negotiations whatever. The cunning
savages saw clearly enough that the weak and scattered settle-
ments of the French! would soon be overpowered by the rapidly
inereasing population of the English colonies,? and wisely allied
themselves with the strongest side in the approaching contest.

g
' Canada at this time contained only 9,818 inhabitants.—Adrckives of Canada,

quoted by M. Rameau in La Irance ave Colonics,

2 ¢The population of the English cclonies might at this time have reached

200,000, although half of this population, lying south of the Delaware and far

removed from the scene of hostilities, took no part in the struggle.—Hildreth's

History of the United States.
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Seeing no prospect of coming to terms with the Iroquois,
Frontenac decided upon making incursions into the linglish
settlements at three different points, hoping thereby to intimi-
date the Indiang, and to induce them to abandon their alliance
with the English. Secret arrangements were made without
loss of time. One party, consisting of 120 Frenchmen and a
large body of friendly Indians, under the command of De
Mantel, left Montreal in the depth of the winter of 1690, and
forced their way through the forest, a distance of 200 miles, in
twenty-two days, to Schenectady, a small town on the frontier
of the province of New York. 'The unsuspecting inhabitants,
oroused from their sleep by the war whoop, which gave the
first signal of their danger, rushing half clad into the streets
with the intention of flying to Albany, were massacred by the
savages. Sixty-three persons, including women and children,
were killed on the spot, and several were carried off prisoners
to Montreal. The town was pillaged and burned; the fort
was levelled with the ground. The inhuman victors did not
altogether escape with impunity, having been reduced to such
straits in their return through the forest, that they were obliged
to subsist for several days upon horseflesh.

Another party, commanded by Portneuf, left Quebec for
Casco Bay, where they destroyed the fort and ravaged the
settlement ; whilst a third, under ITertel, from Trois Rivicres,
attacked the village of Sementels, on the Piscataqua river,
killed thirty of the inhabitants, burned the houses and barns,
and carried of” fifty prisoners, chiefly women and children,
whom they compelled to bear the spoil of their own homes
through the forests.

The barbarous conduct of the French and their savage
allies, instead of intimidating and separating the Iroquois from
the English, produced directly the contrary effect. The Iro-
quois solemnly promised to avenge the wrongs of their friends,
and to stand by them in the coming struggle; this promise
they faithfully kept for many long years afterwards, and
thereby rendered valuable aid to the English on several im-
portant occasions.

These atrocities, committed at so many different points, and
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with such secreey that no preparations could be made to meet
them, caused such alarm through all the LInglish provinces,
that the people of New England and New York determined to
drive the French out of Canada altogether, as the only means,
in their opinion, of securing themselves against such dangerous
neighbours,

Preparations were immediately commenced for equipping an
expedition against Quebee by sea, and another against Mon-
treal by land.  As some time was required to raise volunteers
and provide the means of transportation, Sir William Phipps
was sent i the mean time with three armed ships and 700
troops, to reduce Acadié.  This was an casy task, as the only
forts in Acadié were Port Royal, with a garrison of eighty-six
men, commanded by M. de Menneval, the Governor, and
Chedabouctou, at the eastern extremity of the province, with a
garrison of twenty men, commanded by Lieutenant de Mon-
torgueil,  Port Royal surrendered to Phipps’s summons on
May 21, 16903 but the little garrison at Chedaboucton made
such a stout defence, that the English were compelled to set
fire to the buildings before De Montorgueil would capitulate,
in the beginning of June. The garrison of Port Royal was
taken to Boston, but that of Chedabouctou (it is to be hoped
in consideration of its gallant defence), was sent to the I'rench
post of Plaisance in Newfoundland,

The expedition against Quebee, comprising thirty-four ships
and 2,000 voluateers, under the command of Sir William Phipps,
sailed {from Boston on August 19, but owing to contrary winds
did not reach Quebec until October 16, just three days after
the Governor, Frontenac, had received warning of the de-
parture and destination of the expedition by an Abenaquis
Indian from the Piscataqua. This short warning, however,
gave Frontenac time to adopt such measures as were necessary
for the defence of his post. The inhabitants gave all the help
in their power to the few hundred irregulars which formed the
garrison of Quebee, in repairing the walls and fortifications;
and the militia flocked in so promptly from the out-settlements,
that when Phipps, who had anchored his ships near Beauport,
demanded the surrender of the place, Frontenac felt himself
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strong enough to peremptorily reject the snmmons,  In fact,
the force within the walls was quite equal in number to that
of the enemy, with the advantage of a strong position protected
by fortifications, and by a river not fordable except at low
water. The chances were clearly in favour of the defence.
Phipps landed 1,500 men on the 19th, upon the marshy ground
at the mouth of the river St. Charles, but their advance against
the town was completely checked by the fire of the Irench
Trregulars, concealed and sheltered by the rocks and bushes
covering the sloping ground in their front. A constant fire
was kept up during the two following days by the fleet, but
without effect, whilst the ships sustained so much damage from
the enemy’s guns that they were obliged to move higher up
the river.  On the 21st, six pieces of ordnance were landed at
the mouth of the St. Charles, and a second attempt was made
to assault the walls; but in their passage across the marsh, such
a heavy fire of musketry was opened upon the troops by a
large body of Indians and militia concealed in the bushes, that
they were compelled to retreat in great haste, leaving all their
cannon in the hands of the enemy. In consequence of this
decisive repulse, Phipps prudently gave up all hopes of re-
ducing Quebee, re-embarked his troeps, and dropped down the
river.  Unhappily, the misfortunes of the expedition did not
end before Quebece, as the fleet encountered a violent storm in
the mouth of the St. Lawrence, in which one ship with sixty
persons on board was wrecked on the desolate island of Anti-
costi; two others foundered with all hands, and some were
driven as far to the southward as the West Indies. More
than 1,000 men are said to have perished, in one way or the
other, in this unfortunate expedition. The whole of the men
wrecked upon Anticosti perished during the winter, except five
brave hardy fellows, who left the island in a small boat as socn
as the ice would permit, in which they made their way down
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and round the Atlantic coast of
Acadié, to their home in Boston, a distance of more than 900
miles, in forty-four days.

The land force collected to attack Montreal never reached
its destination. Owing to gross mismanagement on the part
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of the commissary, when it arrived at Lake George in the
month of August it was obliged to retuwrn for want of provi-
sions ere it had accomplished one-third of the distance between
Albany and Montreal.

The signal failure of these expeditions relieved Frontenac
from all anxiety for the safety of Canada. On the other side,
the Lnglish colonists, exhausted by the cost of their equip-
ment, and disappointed in their sanguine hope of striking the
blow which was to have driven the French out of their strong-
holds on the banks of the St. Lawrence, had the mortification
of finding that they could not even defend their own frontier
towns against the midnight assaults of the savage allies of their
enemy. Nearly one hundred persons were either killed or made
prisoners, in 1694, in a village of New Hampshire; and the
scalps of the Inglish killed on the Piscataqua were presented
as trophies of their exploits, by the chiefs of the Abenaquis to
the Viceroy of New France. ¢In the pages oi (‘Lorlevoix,’
says DBancroft, ¢ the unavailing crueltics of midmight incen-
diarics, the murdering and the scalping of the inhabitants of
peaceful villages, and the captivity of helpless women and
children, are diffusely narrated as actions that were brave and
beautiful.’!

' My principal authorities for the above statements are Charlevoix’s History
of New France; Belknap's  History of New Hampshire; Garneaw's History of
Canada ; aad Williamson's History of Maine,
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LETTER VIIL
1690 1711,

WaneN Port Royal was taken by Sir William Phipps, in 1690,
the fortifications were demolished, but such of the inhabitants
as agreed to take the oath of allegiance to the DBritish sove-
reign were allowed to retain possession of their lands, according
to the conditions of the capitulation. The IFrench Govern-
ment, ignerant of the fall of Port Royal, in the spring of the
same year sent out the Chevalier de Villebon as Governor of
Acadié.  Villebon arrived at his destination a few days after
the English tleet sailed for La Iéve, but found no other sign
of their conquest than the ruins of the fort with an English
flag flying over them, without a single man to defend it.
Learning from the inhabitants that Phipps’s fleet was then at
anchor in La Héve, Villebon wisely abandoned the vicinity of
such dangerous neighbours, and proceeded to Nachouae, on
the river St. John, which he made the seat of government.
ITere he vesided for several years, and contrived, by intriguing
with the Indians, to keep the English settlements on the coast
of Maine in a constant state of agitation and alarm. Irritated
at length beyond endurance by the frequent incursions of
the savages, the Government of Massachusetts, in the spring
of 1696, despatched two small sloops of war and an armed
tender to intercept the vessel which annually brought out the
stores for the fort of Nachouac, and supplies of arms and
ammunition for the Indians, Tt so happened that in the very
same spring the Marquis de Frontenac, Governor of Canada,
had come to the determination of driving the English out of
Newfoundland, destroying the port of Pemaquid on the east
banik of the Kennebee, and then attacking either Boston or
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New York. Two ships of war, ¢ L’Envicux,” commanded by
M. d'Ibbervilles and the ¢ Profond,” by M. de Bonaventure,
with two companies of soldiers, were sent from Quebee with
instructions to call at the Baie des Lspagnols (Sydney) and
colleet fifty Micmae warriors to aid in carrying out the first
part of the programme.  On their arrival there D'Ibberville,
who commanded the expedition, reccived despatches  sent
overland by Villebon from Nachouace, informing him that three
Inglish ships were cruising off the mouth of the St. John's
river, and urging him to proceed thither without delay.

Nothing can more forcibly show the great influence which
the French had obtained over the natives, than the readiness
with which they responded to the call of the commander of
the expedition,  Although there was not a single Frenchman
residing in Cape Breton, nor even a missionary ! to administer
the sacraments to the Indian ncophytes, a band of fifty chosen
warriors was soon mustered, prepared to submit to the dis-
cipline and confinement of a ship’s crowded decks, and to
embark upon a voyage of 300 or 400 miles, without a murmur,
to aid their allies in an enterprise from which they could
derive no benefit. : ‘

In consequence of the pressing demands of Villebon, D'Ib-
berville for the present relinquished his designs against the
inglish settlements in Newfoundland, embarked his detach-
ment of Micmacs, and sailed on July 4 for the Bay of Fundy.
On his arrival at St. John’s on the 14th, the English ships,
although now in presence of a superior force, did not shrink
from the combat. A smart action ensued ; but the ¢ Newport,’ of
24 guns, having been dismasted by the fire of the ¢ Profond,’
became unmanageable and fell an easy prey to the enemy.
The ¢ Sorel’ and the tender fortunately escaped in the fog.
Charlevoix says the Cape Breton Indians on board D’Ibber-
ville’s vessel ¢ contributed much towards the victory.” After
this exploit, Villebon, with fifty Indians, started with D’Ibber-

! The French priest Baudoin, who accompanied the expedition, during his stay
at Sydney baptised several Indians and married several others, proving that
there was no other missionary in the island at that time.—Murdoch’s History of
Nova Seotia, quoted from Baudoin's Jowrnal, which T have not seen.
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ville’s expedition for Pentagocet, where the Baron Castine!
had collected a large body of Abenaquis Indians,  From
thenee D'Ihberville sailed to Pemaquid, where he arvived on
August 14, and immediately invested the fort, which fell on
the following day. The whole of the garrison were made
prisoners, and sent, according to the eapitulation, to Boston,
The fort was then demolished and the houses burnt down,

As soon as intelligence of this dizaster reached Boston,
several vessels were sent in pursuit of D’'Iboverville’s squadron,
The English ships arrived on the coast just as D'Ibberville’s
were leaving Mount Desert’s harbour at dusk on the evening
of September 3. Villchon was captured next day on his way
to St. John’s, but D’'Ibberville eseaped in the dark, and sailed
for Cape Dreton without calling at La Idéve to take on board
a number of Indians who were waiting there to accompany
him to Newfoundland.,  After landing the Micmaes in Cape
Breton, with the exception of three, who had taken such a liking
to their new vocation that they would not leave him, D'Ibber-
ville sailed for Plaisance, where he arrived on September 12,

Before I give you an account of D’Ibberville’s doings in
Newfoundland, T must tell you that four years previously
(1692) the port of Plaisance had obtained such notoriety as
the resort of French privateers, that the Dritish Government
determined to destroy it, and sent out three 60-gun ships
and two smaller vessels, under the command of Commodore
Williams, for that purpose. The only defences of the place

V Lahoutan says, ¢ The Baron de Castine was a native of Oleron in Bearn, who
had resided more than twenty years among the Abenaquis, by whom he was
greatly respected.  He had formerly been an officer in the Carignan Regiment in
Canada. He married an Abenaquis squaw, by whom he had a numerous family,
He made a large fortune by trading with the Indians, and was able to give hand-
some dowries to his daughters, who all married Frenchmen. The Abenaquis
made him their great chief or leader, and always submitted to his authority., The
Governor-Generals of Canada found his influence over the savages of great service
on many occasions, and the Governors of New England had good reason to dread
him. He did not, however, succeed in converting the Indians, for, according to
Lahoutan, *It is in vain for the Jesuits to preach up the truths of Christianity to
them ; though, after all, these good Fathers are not discouraged ; nay, they think
that the administering of Dbaptism to a dying child is worth ten times the paius
and uncasiness of living amongst that people.’
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were Fort St. Louig, with a garrison of fifty men, situated
upon a rock 100 feet in height, on the eastern side of the
narrow entrance of the harbour, and a battery hastily con-
structed by the governor, M. de Brouillan, manned by sailors
from the privateers and merchant ships in the harbour; yet,
strange to say, Williams, after six hours bombardment, gave
up the enterprise and retired, having only partially destroyed
a portion of the works,

At the very time that Williams was engaged in this dis-
reputable aflair, a powerful French squadion, under the com-
mand of' the Chevalier du Palais, was lving at anchor in the
Baie des Lspagnols (Sydney), waiting the return of a fast-
sailing vessel which had been gent out to gain some intel-
ligence of Williams’s movements,  This vessel, after an un-
successful eruise in the Gulf, was returning to rejoin Du
Palais, when slie encountered a heavy westerly gale of such
long continuance that she was obliged to bear up for IFrance.
This mishap fortunately saved Williams’s squadron and dis-
concerted Du Palais’s plans; for, as Charlevoix observes, it
is not likely that a commander, who had been repulsed by a
paltry place like Plaisance, would have made much resistance
to a powerful enemy.’

I have not time to enumerate the various attacks made by
French ships of war and privateers upon the Lnglish settle-
ments during the four years following Williams’s unsuccessful
attempt to destroy Plaisance.!  Nothing, however, of much
importance was accomplished by the enemy, beyond the cap-
ture and destruction of fishing and trading vessels, until the
autumn of 1696, when I)’Ibberville, as has already been men-

' T must, however, record the gallant exploit of Captain Holman of the English
privateer ¢ William and Mary,’ of sixteen guns. Holman, who learned from a
prisoner that had escaped from Plaisance, that some French ships were going to
attack Ferryland, by great exertions, with the aid of the inhabitants, erected four
small batteries at the mouth of the harbour, and armed them with guns taken
from his own vessel. On August 12,1694, two I'rench ships of forty and fifty guns
arrived off the harbour and immediately began to bombard the place; but Holman
gave them such a warm reception that, after a fight of five hours, the French ships
were driven off, with a loss of eighty or ninety men. There were nine merchant-
ships in the harbour at the time,.—ZRecords in State Paper Office.
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tioned, arvived at Plaisance.  IHere he found a reinforcement
of 400 Canadians waiting his arvival, which had been sent by
the Governor-General of Canada to aid in the reduction of
Newfoundland.  Having equipped nine privateers belonging
to St. Malo’s, three corvettes and two fireships, and embarked
the Canadians, D’Ibberville, accompanicd by M. de Brouillan,
the Governor of Plaisance, sailed for St. John's,'!  Owing to
head winds, the expedition was not able to reach St John's,
and had to return to Plaisance, for a supply of provisions, hav-
ing captured thirty-one vessels and destroyed some  fishing
establishments upon the coast. It was then arvanged to make
a simultancous attack upon St. John's by sea and land, for
which purpose Brouillan took command of the ships, whilst
D'Ihberville and his Canadians wmarched across the Peninsula.
The first intelligence of the impending danger was brought to
St. Johus by a messenger from Petty IHarbour, which had
been attacked by the Freneh,  As this place was only nine
miles from St. John's, a force of eighty-four armed men were
sent on the 18th November to its relief. The party had
scarcely procecded a mile from St. John's when it encountered
D’Ibberville at the head of a body of French, Canadians, and
Indians, in all about 460 men.

In the conflict which cnzued, the English had thirty-four
men killed and several wounded. The rest retreated to St.
John’s, closely pursued by the French, and took refuge in
King William’s Fort, where, with the other inhabitants, they
held out for three days, when they were obliged to surrender,
being short both of provisions and ammunition. This fort,
which commanded the entrance of the harbour, had not long
been erected ; it was a place of some strength, and had enabled
the inhabitants in the early part of the summer to successfully
resist the attack of a strong squadron of French ships com-
manded by the Chevalier Nesmond. During the three days
which the fort held out against D’Ibberville, all the house ,
stores, stages, and provisions in the settlement were burned or
destroyed.?

! Bucqueville de la Porterie’s Histoire de ' Amérigue Septentrionale. Paris: 172

2 For these facts I am chiefly indebted to a deposition made by Messrs. Philips,
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The scason being far advanced, Brouillan returned with his
ships to Plaisance; but D'Ibberville and his Canadians, accus-
tomed to winter travelling, proceeded along the shore to the
northward, and in the course of two months desolated all the
remaining settlements in Newfoundland, except Carbonear
and DBonavista, which could not be attacked without a naval
force. More than 200 men were killed, and 600 sent prisoners
1

to Plaisance.'  In the spring of 1697, D'Ibberville was en-

aaged at Plaisance in fitting out an expedition against Car-
honear and Bonavista, when a squadron of ships arvived from
Frane2 under charge of M. de Servigny, with instructions that
he (D'Ibherville) should take the command, and destroy all
the English trading posts in Hudszon’s Bay.  Having accom-
plished this duty, he returned to Plaisance, where a couneil of
war was held, at which it was decided that it was then too
late in the season to make a descent upon the coast of New
England, and the fleet sailed for France, to the great rvelief
of the colonistg, who had for nearly six months been kept in a
state of alarm.  The merchants and traders of the western
ports of England, engaged in the Newfoundland trade, who
had sustained such severe losses during the war, petitioned
the king for reparation, and protection for the future. T'wenty-
nine vessels, of the value of 24,7007, belonging to the little
port of Bideford alone, had been captured, and several other
ports had suffered in like proportion. Beyond all doubt the
planters were the greatest sufferers; the inhabitants of Ferry-
land estimated their losses in goods, chattels, and fish, at
12,0002, In consequence of these remonstrances, a squadron,
commanded by Sir John Norrig, with two regiments of sol-
diers, was sent out in the spring of 1697, ¢ for the recovery of
Newfoundland.” Norris arrived at St. John’s on June 10,
and found it abandoned by the French. The troops were

Roberts, and some others, now in the Reec « Office.  The deponents further state
“that the French took one William Brew, an inhabitant, a prisoner, and cut all
round his scalp, and then, by the strength of hands, stript his skin from the fore-
head to the crown, and so sent him into the fortifications, assuring the inhabitants
that they would serve them all in like manner if they did not surrender,’

' Bacqueville de la Porterie.
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landed, and a battery erected upon each gide of the harbour's
mouth ; but nothing further was done worthy of notice. It
was known that a [rench squadron of five ships, supposed to
be part of M. Nesmond’s fleet, was cruising on the coast; but
it was decided at a council of war that the English squadron
should remain in port,

The following abstract of the trade and population of New-
foundland in 1698 may be interesting :—

Number of Planters . v . . . . . 284
" their children ’ ' . . . . 462
- their servants s . . . . . 1,804
" boats owned by them ' ' ’ . 307
Quintals of fish made by them . . . . 101,152
Number of ghips fishing and carrying lMl ' . ' 262
Their tonnage . . ' ' . r ' 24,318
Number of seamen unphm g% . . V . . 4,244
Quintals of fish caught Ly ships . . . . . 11L770
kS purchased by merchants . . . . 107,848
" carried to market ‘ : . ' . 265,108

Happily, at this time, for the peace and comfort of the un-
protected planters in Newfoundland, both England and France
were so impoverished and exhausted by the enormous cost of
the great militar; operations in which t]lcy had been engaged
upon the Continent during the last six years, \nthout any
solid advantage to either side, that negotiations were opened
at Ryswick, which terminated in a treaty of peace, signed on
September 20, By this treaty it was agreed that each country
should retain the territories which it occupied in America be-
fore the war, and that commissioners should be appointed to
settle the disputed boundaries between the British provinces
and the French colonies of Canada and Acadié, The com-
missioners on both sides, however, advanced such extravagant
pretensions that no satisfactory arrangement could be made,
and consequently the unsettled boundaries remained —a fruit-
ful source of dispute in after years. The right of France to
the Valley of the Mississippi was, however, recognised, founded
on the discoveries of the Jesuit La Salle, who, with a party of
traders, had in 1682 descended the river from its source to
the sea, and planted the national flag on the shores of the Gulf
of Mexico.
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Although the first article of the Treaty of Ryswick stipu-
lated that there should thenceforth be universal and perpetual
peace between the two Sovereigns, the French had scarcely
resumed possession of Acadié when Villebon, the Governor,
caused a chapel to be built at Norridgewock, on the banks of
the Kennebee, within the disputed territory, and attempted to
drive the New England fishermen from the coasts of Acadié,
These ill-advised measures, just after the establishment of
peace, were not such as a man desirous of maintaining friendly
relations with his neighbours ought to have adopted ; but even
these might not have led o any serious misunderstanding, as
both England and France, at that period, were too apt to
exhibit a very blameable indifference towards their colonies in
America, had not a more serious cause of rupture arisen in
Europe.  This was the acknowledgment of the title of the son
of James 1L to the crown of Iingland by Louis XIV., which
gave such offence that, on the accession of Queen Anne, in
1702, war was immediately declared against France.

A state of peace and tranquillity was no doubt fully appre-
ciated by the Iinglish colonists; but the attempts of Brouillan,
who had succeeded Villebon in the government of Acadié¢ in
1700, to drive them from the fishing-grounds, and the shelter
which he afforded to the pirates, who committed great depre-
dations upon the trade of Massachusetts during the peace,
had raised such a feeling of indignation that the news of the
declaration of war was hailed with joy by the colonists.
Anxious as the English were to engage in hostilities, the
French were the first to break the peace on the frontiers, In
the winter of 1703, a party comprising 200 French and 140
Indians, commanded by the notorious Hertel de Rouville, who
had headed the assault on Schenectady in 1690, attacked at
midnight the village of Deerfield, in Massachusetts, killed 47
of the inhabitants and carried off 112 prisoners. On a pre-
concerted day in the same year, parties of Indians, led by
French officers, burst into almost every farmhouse and hamlet,
from Casco to the Piscataqua, sparing neither age nor sex in
their savage fury. Heartrending narratives of similar atroci-

ties may be found in the records of every settlement, from the
K2
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Kennebee to the Merrimac.  Such deeds as these inspired the
colonists with « deep hatred against the Ifrench missionaries,
who, if they did not instigate, as was believed, certainly did
not use the great influence they possessed over the savages, in
endeavouring to stop such inhuman outrages,

In the summer of 1704, Colonel Church was sent from
Boston in command of an expedition, comprised of three armed
ships, fourteen transports, and 500 soldiers, to ravage the
French settlements in Acadié, in revenge of these outrages.
Almost every French village, “etween the Penobscot and Beau
Bassin (Chignecto), at the head of the Bay of Fundy, was
plundered and destroyed; houses and barns were burned ; the
dykes were cut, and the marshes inundated ; many of the settlers
were killed, and a great number made prisoners. In the fol-
lewing winter the Jesuit chapel of Norridgewock, with all the
wigwams, which had been abandoned by Father Rasle and his
converts, were burned by the English. This harassing war-
fare continued, with varying success, until 1707, when the
Government of Massachusetts came to the determination of
driving the French entirely out of Acadié, as the only means
of relieving the colonies from the constant alarm inspired by
such unquiet neighbours.  Accordingly, in the spring of 1707,
two regiments of militia were sent in transports, convoyed by
the ¢ Deptford,” of fifty guns, under the command of Colonel
Manrsh, to reduce Port Royal, but they received such a warm
reception from M. Subercase, who had been appointed Governor
on the death of Brouillan, that Marsh was obliged to abandon
the attempt and retire to Casco Bay, where he received a rein-
forcement of 100 men from Boston, with pressing orders to
return immediately to Port Royal. In the meantime, Suber-
case also had been joined by fifty Canadians and a large body
of Indians, commanded by the Baron Castine, which afforded
such important aid during the siege which followed, that Marsh
was again obliged to retire without effecting his object.

The French, justly elated by the successful defence of Port
Royal against a superior force, lost no opportunity of harassing
the English colonists, by land and water, making frequent
incursions across the unprotected frontiers, and preying upon
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her commerce. The fishing-stations on the coast of New-
foundland, which had been reoccupied and repaired, were
again desolated, and on January 1, 1708, M. de St. Ovide,
the king’s licutenant at Placentia, having landed within five
leagues of St. John’s without being discovered, attacked and
completely destroyed that town. The inhabitants of Car-
bonear, however, gallantly repulsed an attack made upon it by
M. de Costabelle, the FFrench commander-in-chief.

Small English squadrons had oceasionally retaliated upon
the French, by destroying their settlements on the southern
coast; but the English planters were the greatest sufferers.
The British Government had been urgently solicited to send
out a naval force to protect the commerce of the colonists of
New England; but her statesmen were too deeply engrossed
with the campaigns in Flanders, in which Marlborough was
then reaping such immortzl renown, to pay much heed to their
representations.  Nevertheless, the colonists were neither dis-
couraged nor dismayed.  Seeing that there could be no peace
for them so long as the French held Acadié, they set about
preparations for another attempt upon Port Royal in the year
1710, and once more appealed to the mother country for
assistance, offering to raise a body of troops to be paid by
England, provided a squadron of ships was sent out to convoy
them to their destination. This application, happily, was suc-
cessful, and the colonists were assured that, if they could make
themselves masters of Acadié, it should not again be given up
by treaty. With this assurance, the New England provinces
engaged heartily in the enterprise.  Four regiments were soon
raised and embarked in transports, convoyed by four ships of
war, under the command of General Nicholson. The expedi-
tion arrived at Port Royal on September 24, when a summons
was sent to Subercase to surrender the place. - The Governor,
who had heard vague rumours of a fresh invasion, had wisely
exerted all his energy in repairing and extending his means of
defence; but though convinced from the first that, with a
garrison of only 260 soldiers, he could not defend his post with
the remotest chance of success, he nevertheless refused to obey
the summons. Part of the troops were therefore landed, and
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several slight skirmishes occurred, but no serious attack was
made. The engineers having reported on October 1 that the
batteries were all armed and ready to open their fire, Nichol-
son, seeing the utter hopelessness of any attempt to defend the
place against the force under his command, and desirous of
saving the lives of the garrison, again sent an officer with a
summons to the Governor to surrender. Subercase being now
satisfied that there was no chance of defending his post against
such an imposing force, prudently complied with the summons.
Articles of capitulation were arranged and signed, and on the
following day, October 5, an English force of 200 marines and
260 volunteers, under the command of Colonel Vetch, teok
possession of the fort. The French troops, and about 200 of
the principal inhabitants, were sent in English transports to
Rochelle. Those who wished to remain in possession of their
lands were allowed to do so upon taking an oath of aliegiance
to the British Sovereign. Some complied with this condition,
Lut a great number of the inhabitants fled into the interior. A
few emigrated to Miramichi and Cape Breton.

With a change of masters came a change of names. Acadié
was again called ¢ Nova Scotia’—the name bestowed upon it
by James I. in 1621 ; and Port Royal, ¢ Annapolis,” in honour
of the reigning Queen of England. We must now drop the
old familiar names, and try to accustom ourselves to the
pedantic titles conferred upon the country and its ancient
capital by their new masters.

When it was too late, the French Government began to
realise the value of the country, which had been lost by gross
negligence. A recent writer (M. Rameau),! after noticing
the rapid increase of the population of French descent during
the thirty years following its conquest, observes that, if
100,000 livres a year had been spent by France in main-
taining a regular garrison of 500 men at Port Royal, and if
twenty-five or thirty families of emigrants had been sent out
yearly since 1670, there would, in 1710, have been a popu-
lition of 8,000 or 10,000 souls for the defence of the country.
He adds, that France would also have been a great gainer in

' La France aux Colonies, Taris: 1859,
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a financial point of view, as there would then have been no
occasion for spending 30 millions upon the fortress of Louis-
bourg, which, after the loss of Acadié, became absolutely
necessary for securing the command of the entrance of the
St. Lawrence.

The English garrison at Annapolis suffered so much loss
from sickness, and skirmishes with the hostile population which
surrounded it, that in the course of seven months its strength
was reduced to 150 men fit for duty. Bands of savages
lurked in the woods in the vicinity, ready to pounce upon
any unwary soldier that strayed beyond the limits of the fort ;
and upon one occasion seventy men and two officers, who had
been sent up the river to reduce the inhabitants to subjection,
were surprised by an ambush of savages, led by a noted chief
called I’Aimable, when thirty of the men and the two officers
were killed, and all the rest save one made prisoners. Llated
by this success, 500 of the French inhabitants, whem we
shall in future call Acadians, and a large body of Indians, at
the instigation of the missionary Gaulin rushed to arms and
invested the fort. The Marquis de Vaudreuil, Viceroy of
Canada, who had despatched messengers in the winter with
instructions to the missionaries to do all in their power to
retain the Acadians and Indians in the interest of France,
hearing of the state of affairs in Nova Scotia, was just on the
point of sending 200 men from Quebec to assist in the re-
duction of Annapolis, when he received intelligence :rom
Placentia that an English fleet was on its way to the St.
Lawrence, and was therefore obliged to keep the men for
the defence of his own capital. Disappointed in obtaining
succour from Canada and Placentia,’ the revolted Acadians laid
down their arms and made their submission to the English
Governor of Annapolis.

Encouraged by the success which had attended the ex-
pedition to Acadié, and alarmed at the ranid extension of the

! The Acadians had applied to M. de Costabelle, the Guovernor of Placentia, for
an engineer to conduct the siege of Annapolis, and also for a xnoply of ammunition;
but Costabelle, having learned that the garrison of Annapolis had been reinforced

by 200 provineial troops, concluded that it was too late to comply with their
requisition.
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French posts in the valley of the Ohio, the Governors of the
British provinees resolved to attempt the conquest of Canada.
General Nicholson was therefore sent to Iingland to urge
upon the Ministry the importance of the enterprise, and to
ofter to raise a body of troops in the colonies, to march upon
Montreal, if the Government would send out a naval force to
attack Quebec.  The Dritish Government entered heartily
into the project, and in the spring of 1711 sent out to Boston
a fleect of fifteen ships of war, under Admiral Hovenden
Walker, with forty transports carrying 5,000 troops, com-
manded by General Hill. If this powerful armament had
gailed direct to Quebee, the object in view would in all pro-
bability have been effected; but so much time was lost at
Boston in taking in provisions, collecting provincial reinforce-
ments, and obtaining pilots, that it did not reach the mouth
of the St. Lawrence before August 22, although it had sailed
from Plymeuth on May 4. Owing cither to the incapacity
of the admiral, or the ignorance of the pilots, the whole flect
daring the same night got entangled amongst the rocks and
shoals near the Egg Islands, on the north shore, in a thick
fog.  The ships of war fortunately put about just in time to clear
the breakers, but cight transports, with 1,383 men on board,
were wrecked upon the ledges, when 884 brave fellows, who
had passed scatheless through the sanguinary battles of’ Blen-
heim, Ramillies, and Oudenarde, perished miserably on the
desolate shores of the St. Lawrence. Two days afterwards, it
was resolved at a council of war to give up the enterprise, on
account of the ignorance of the pilots and the rapidity of the
currents, and to proceed to Spanish Bay in Cape Breton,
which had been selected as the most convenient rendezvous in
sase of the vessels being dispersed.

The Governors of the Lnglish provinces had meanwhile
fulfilled their promise, by collecting several regiments of militia
and volunteers at Albany, commanded by General Nicholson,
ready to march upon Montreal.  Nicholson, according to pre-
concerted arrangements, staited from Albany on August 20,
and had reached the shoves of TLake George, when tidings
arrived of the heavy disaster which had befallen the fleet.
e was in consequence obliged to return to Albany., The
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loss of %0 many valuable lives at the Egg Islands was a
areat calamity, but if" the expedition had reached Quebee in
safety, it would, perhaps, have been still more serious, as
neither Walker nor Hill were capable of conducting a siege
of such importance.  Besides, it would have received a warm
reception from Vaudreuil the Viceroy, who had strengthened
the fortifications, called in the militia, and cellected a large
body of Indians, including some even from a country so dis-
tant as Nova Scotia.

On September 4, the bulk of the fleet reached Spanish Bay,
and anchored in the roadstead, ¢in seven fathoms water, the
Tast Point E.N.L. and the North Point of the Road N. by
W., good ground,’” or directly abreast of Lloyd’s Cove. In the
course of a few days the remaining ships, and some men of
war which had been cruising in the Gulf and on the coast of
Newfoundland, arrived at the rendezvous. Walker's fleet,
consisting altogether of forty-two sail, was probably the largest
naval armament ever assembled in Sydney Harbour.

Before the expedition left England, the two commanders
had been instructed, after taking Quebec, € to summon and
attack Placentia, in Newfoundland.” This, one might supposess
would have been an easy task for a fleet of fifteen ships
mounting nearly 900 guns, and a land force of 4,000 men,
especially when we bear in mind that letters had been found
on board of prizes brought by the cruisers into Spanish Bay,
from M. de Costabelle, the Governor of Placentia, to M.
Pontchartrain, ¢ Secretary of the Court of Paris,” stating that
the little garrison was in want of supplies of all kinds, that
a promised reinforcement of two companies of soldiers had
not arrived, and that ¢ La Valeur’—the only armed ship on
the station, had been lost. And yet, incredible to relate,
although Placentia was only 150 miles from Spanish River,
and almost in the direct homeward track of the fleet, a council
of war, held on board the flagship, decided ¢ that it was not
practicable to make any attempt against Placentia.” With
such facts before us, we cannot be astonished that, as Admiral
Walker tells us, ‘loud and invidious clamours were raised
against him on account of the late expedition to Canada,” and
that the ¢ frivolous pamphleteers’ were not so far wrong when
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they insinuated ¢ that the taking of Placentia on our way to
Britain had been as easy as a citizen riding home in his chaise
from Hampstead or Highgate, calling at a cakehouse by the
way, to regale himself and his spouse with a glass of cyder
and a cheesecake.” The doughty Admiral, however, performed
one signal exploit before he sailed, which must be duly re-
corded. Remarking that ¢it would be a pity such a squadron
and such a body of land forces should leave America without
doing something against the enemy in some part or other,
« « . and ‘being informed by several officers who had been
there, that a Cross was erected on the shore, with the names
of the French Sea officers who had been here, which I looked
upon as a claim of right they pretend to for the King their
master, the island having always been in the times of peace
used in common both by the English and the French, for
lading coals, which are extraordinary ood here, and taken out
of the cliffs with iron crows only and no other labour, I
thought it not amiss, therefore, to leave something of that kind
to declare the Queen’s right to the place; and having a board
made by the carpenter and painted, I sent him ashore to fix
it upon a tree, or in some convenient place where it might
easily be seen, with the inscription following :—
In nomine
Patris, Filii et Spiritus Sancti
Amen
Omaibus in Christi Fidelibus Salutem,
Anna Dei Gratia
Mag. Britannie
Francize et Hiberniz Regina

Totiugque Americee Septentrionalis
Domina, Fidei Defensor, &e.
I

n
Cujus harum Insularum vulgo
Cape Breton
Proprietatis
Et Dominii
Testimonium
Hoce
Erexit Monumentum
Suze Majestatis Servus
Et Subditus fidelissimus
I, Hovenden Walker Eques Auratus
Omnium in America Navinm Regalium
Preefectus et Thalassiarcha
Monte Septembris
Anno Salutis
Mpeex1,’
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This pompous and absurd ¢ monument’ was most likely torn
down by the first savage that passed that way, and the sole
record of the Admiral’s conquest of Cape Breton speedily
obliterated.  Few natives showed themselves whilst the fleet
was in the harbour, but there were no doubt many lurking in
the woods watching all that was going on. Several of the
sailors, ¢ who went a good way up into the woods alone, met
with no manner of insult from the Indians;’ but a carpenter
and two seamen belonging to the ¢ Ilagle’ transport were not
so fortunate, having been killed and scalped whilst engaged in
collecting wood from an old wreck in a remote part of the
harbour. The Admiral supposes ¢ those men were killed for
meddling with a wreck which the Indians believed themselves
only to have a right to; for I was told by several of the New
Englanders, who had often been upon the island and conversed
with the natives, as also by the French, that they were a very
inoffensive people.’

The troops raised in New Ingland having been sent to
Boston under convoy of the frigate ¢ Enterprise,’ and a detach-
ment of 400 men to Annapolis, the fleet left Spanish Bay on
the morning of September 16, and arrived at Portsmouth in
safety on October 10. The disasters attending this ill con-
ducted expedition, however, were not yet ended, for the Ad-
miral’s flagship, the ¢ Edgar,” of seventy guns, with a crew of
470 men, was blown up at her anchorage in Portsmouth Har-
bour on the 16th of the same month, ‘and not one man
saved.’!

! For the materials used in compiling the preceding letter I am chiefly indebted
to Charlevoix's History of New France ; Lahoutan's Voyages to Canada ; Documents
in the State Paper Office ; Admiral Walker's Account of the Expedition to Canada;
Williamson's History of Maine; Douglas's Summary, &e. &e,
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LETTER IX.
1711-1720.

Tie rAILURE of Admiral Walker’s expedition, as might he
expected, caused great disappointment in lingland, and in-
creased in no small degree the general desire for the establish-
ment of peace with France.  Although the armies of England
and her allies, led by the celebrated Marlborough, had won
victory after victory on the continent, the protracted contest
at length became unpopular, and upon a change of Ministry
an agent was sent to Paris, in 1711, with proposals for a peace,
which proved very acceptable to the French Government. In
the following year a suspension of hostilities was signed, and
negotiations for a general peace were commenced.

At these negotiations the French Government, now fully
aware of the value of Acadié, made great exertions to obtain
its restoration, offering to give in exchange for it the post of
Plaisance (Placentia), all the rest of Newfoundland with the
fisheries, and the isles of St. Martin and Bartholomew ; but
Queen Anne rejected the offer, and insisted that it should be
designated by the name of Nova Scotia, as well as Acadié, in
the Treaty. The long discussions relative to Cape Breton
clearly show the importance the French attached to its posses-
sion.  Mr. St. John, in a memoir submitted to the Marquis de
Torcy on May 24, 1712, proposed on the part of Queen Anne,
¢ That the subjects of His Majesty (Louis XIV.) should enjoy,
in common with the Queen’s, the island of Cape Breton,” and
¢ that the islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in the
mouth of the river of that name, which are at present possessed
by the French, should remain to his most Christian Majesty,
but expressly upon the condition that his said Majesty shall
engage himself not to raise or suffer to be raised any fortifica-
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tions in these islands or in that of Cape DBreton—the Queen
engaging herself likewise not to fortify or suffer any fortifica-
tions to be raised in the adjacent islands, and those next New-
foundland, nor in that of Cape Breton.” In his reply to this
proposition, on June 5 the Marquis de Torey stated: ¢ As the
perfeet good understanding that the King proposes to establish
hetween his subjects and those of the Queen of Great DBritain
will, if it please God, be one of the principal advantages of the
peace, we must remove all propositions capable of disturbing
this happy union; experience has made it too visible, that it
was impossible to preserve it in the places possessed in common
by the IFrench and Linglish nations, so this reason alone will
suthee to hinder His Majesty from consenting to the proposi-
tion of leaving the English to possess the isle of Cape Breton
in common with the French; but there is still a stronger
reason against this proposition: as it is but too often seen that
the most amicable nations many times become enemies, it is
prudence in the King to reserve to himself the possession of
the only isle which will hereafter open an entrance into the
river of St. Lawrence: it would be absolutely shut to the
ships of His Majesty, if' the English, masters of Acadié and
Newfoundland, still possessed the isle of Cape Breton in
common with the French, and Canada would be lost to France
as soon as the war should be renewed between the two nations,
which God forbid; but the most secure means to prevent it is
often to think that it may come to pass.

¢ It will not be dissembled, but it is for the same reason,
that the King is desirous of reserving to himself the natural
and common liberty, as all sovereigns have, of erecting in
the isles of the gulf and in the mouth of the St. Lawrence, as
well as in the isle of Cape Breton, such fortifications as His
Majesty shall judge necessary. These works, made only for
the security of the country, can never be of any detriment to
the neighbouring isles and provinces.

¢It is just that the Queen of Great Britain should have the
same liberty to erect what fortifications she shall think neces-
sary, whether in Acadi¢ or in the isle of Newfoundland ; and
upon this article the King does not pretend to exact anything
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contrary to the rights which the propriety and possession
naturally give to that Princess.’

The demands of the French Government, supported by these
just and candid arguments, were considered fair and reason-
able, and it was accordingly agreed that Irance should have
liberty to fortify any place or places in Cape Breton,

The cession of Acadié and Newfoundland to England, and
the right of France to fortify Cape Breton, and prosecute the
fisheries on certain parts of the coast of Newfoundland, were
embodied in the 12th and 13th Articles of the memorable
Treaty signed at Utrecht on April 11,1713, In these articles
it was stipulated that ¢ All Nova Scotia or Acadié, with its
ancient boundaries, as also the city of Port Royal, now called
Annapolis Royal, . . . the island of Newfoundland, wiih the
adjacent islands, . . . the town and fortress of Placentia, and
whatever other places in the island are in possession of the
French, shall from this time forward belong of right wholly to
Great Britain.’ . . . ¢ That the subjects of France should be
allowed to catch fish and dry them on that part of the island
of Newfoundland which stretches from Cape Bonavista to the
northern point of the island, and from thence down the western
side as far as Point Riché; but that no fortifications or any
buildings should be erected there, besides Stages made of
Boards, and Huts necessary and usual for drying fish. . . .
But the island of Cape Breton, as also all others, both in the
mouth of the river of St. Lawrence and in the gulf of the
same name, shall hereafter belong of Right to the King of
France, who shall have liberty to fortify any place or places
there.’

Charlevoix says ¢that France was amply compensated for
the loss of Newfoundland by the acquisition of Cape Breton,
where the inhabitants of Plaisance found themselves more
agreeably and more advantageously situated than they had
ever been in Newfoundland; whilst the English were now
absolute masters of the country where before they could not
assure themselves of anything so long as they had us for their
neighbours.” If you have read the accounts of the repeated
raids upon the English settlements, you will not question the



LA POTHERIE’S DESCRIPTION OF CAPE BRETON. 143

truth of the latter part of the paragraph; but I cannot under-
stand how their position in Cape Breton was now so much
improved, seeing that the French had held undisputed posses-
sion of the island for nearly a century, had crected forts and
formed settlements therein, and carried on the fishery without
interruption.  The capabilities and resources of the island
were well known, but nevertheless, it had been suffered to
remain desolate and neglected ever since it was abandoned by
Nicholas Denys. M. de la Potherie, who was ¢ Commissaire
de Roi’ in the squadron commanded by D'Ibberville in 1697,
comparing Plaisance with Cape Breton, says, ¢ The land at
the former place is all mossy, and will produce little or nothing ;
wheat never ripens; they have no fruits of Irance except
strawberries ; whilst in Cape Breton, which is a very beautiful
island on the coast of Acadié, there are plains and prairies,
vast forests filled with Oak, Maple, Cedar, Walnut, and the
finest Fir trees in the world. If apples and stone fruits were
planted, it would become a second Normandy. Iemp grows
wild everywhere; Hops flourish well; the Wheat is better
than in Quebee. For the chase there are Bustards, Partridges
of France, Deer, Hens of the Wood, Turtledoves, Plover,
Teal, and every sort of Water Fowl. The Fishery can be
carried on with less risk than at Plaisance, the fishing grounds
being close in shore,” This deseription, although rather too
flattering, is upon the whole correct ; the only wonder is, that
the French did not profit by their knowledge of Cape Breton
before they were obliged to cede Plaisance to Ingland.

French writers of a later date do not seem to have regarded
the loss of Acadié and Newfoundland with so much compla-
cency as Charlevoix. The Abbé Raynal, for instance, says,
“One is afraid to express how much these sacrifices marked
our humiliation, and how hard it was to give up three provinces
which, with Canada, constituted the immense territory known
by the glorious name of New France.” And Garneau remarks,
“that the treat