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1 \ ri^( )i)r( I i< )\

111. OIJH-Cl ()l Uus as il-- titli: i!KlicaU-s, is It)

tlci)ict the W'essfx

,1 \K'\V 111 llSfDVCnil!:

,1

couiury 111 1 iioinas I l.uii}', u ilh

till- I'l-.il idacc-- wliuli scr\c(l as

is(!s till" UH' I if.-,i riiiiions nt sii'iii-i-\- aim iMC

ns

((iininciiciii'.

allciilion lo ccrMiii i.k

(Mir

n(n'-is

siir\(\

<inil 1)1 xlllS.

shi >iiici llUc

^riiiiiKis

liii liildrc

U) (lint I

Is which it seems nece'^sarv lo

urasp lor I he iii'ooer iiii(l( rstaiKhnff ot such tiis-

coveru'S as we shall ])re>cntl\" in,

•111 we w II tal a

tract ot oiiiurv co\cretl

IKC.

•eiieral

ih

ance It the

<\ our autlu)r here

l)e('!i an impression current amou'^st some
lias

that

nom.is anu s w essex IS limilc(.l to llle Ci)Ulll\- o

1)

w
orset, lull we
t'SSeX o r the lu

ha\c it "11 his own assar.uice that tlu;

s ai!i lOeiiis is praclicalK' identical

witth the \\'es->ex ol histor\, and iiiJudes tlie counties

)'-rksnire Wilt^ Soinersi •t, II iini ishire n orset,

!i(l I )c\on either w holiv or in pa rt. W e are loi' m
th I'air ol I

t -Castl

[jreiace to " A
and country ahuu

H()Sca-tl(M is

vJMiieiu corners wherein 1 1

,\ es thai ' the sh(ir(_;

In )tere (api )i( )\imal(^'l\'

the I'arthesi westward of all thdse con-

l,i\(j \-enUired to erec:t mv
tiieatre

hevond th<

and
vaijue

It lies near to, or no 'r( .11 w IV

liorilei" o t ih( W essex kill'. dom.

I'he author's ingenious (.lisiiiK rment ol the old name
leads us to consider lor .i moment the actual boundaries

of this former kinmlom. Thev can only he l;u. ssed at.

Accordmi. lo the Saxon Chronicle, the kingdom was
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foumUul i)V tilt; I'rincc Ccnlu ,.ii.i ( ynric his son. \\li<)

liiKJcil in th.- v«-;ir 4(14. and who. attcr sunn; succcssliil

balll.'s .i^ainsi ihr Welsh, l.ccinir kin-js in 519. W '•

have onlv cunjccuin- m i;" hih.ii, hm il scL-ms proljahh;

that soiithrni 1 hmipshiic .m.l ihf I>1'' "t Wi-ht

\vi:i\; till' <Mrli<'^.l jncuii nis, \\ lu-lh<T ('i.l;c a

namt: prnh.i'.K ni W i kh ori.uin actually loniuied

ihr kill-. loin of W'essex niiist nni.iiii .1 iiMtlcr lor

,hl..uc.
"

r.iil uhri-fvcr it was himidrd, aiul hy whoni-

si)(jvcr, wr have a i. 11,1111 amounl of tcstinicin u>

prove mat its hduiui.irics w<ti' cunsi'ltiMhly <\|).iiulr.l

durini,' tht; vv.h^u ol' (.'r.iulin (5MM 10 y)2). ami in 571

Avlcshiirv ami thr np!"r l' ni ot ih'' rh.uiK-, \ .ill.y

were ...iiiiucrrd 1)\ ihr WCst Saxons: ami a-am,

in 577, ( irciursur, ['..ilh, ami ( iloiicestcr likrwist;

succmnlunl. A lir-.- iM.nion of S(un<Tsct was ;inii<'N<'(l

by CL-nwalh ('.|;, i" i^;^]. ami \>\ ilu- .-n.l ot tlie

seventh ccnturv the nsi ..t that roiim\ am! certain

juris of 1 ). \-('.nshin' w<tc .kMcI. I'Ik' ar.M now

rraihr,! i^ ih.il usually shown on maps, ami roii-hly

(,,rr.-,p(>iids wilh th.it adopud hy our author. Durin,.,^

the r--l-ii of l-.c-hri-ht (So.S to SV)) .Sussex, Surn-y,_

Kiiit, Tind I'.ssrx hccainc an inu-.^ral Pol-lionet

W.-sscx. Then followed an inl.rv.il during; which

ihcrr w.Tc furlhci- annrx.itions, ccri.iin divisions, some

reunions, uinil in .S71 the wh.ole UiuMdoin passetl to

Alfred, except such p.iris as were under 1 )anish rul.-.

In .S7S a pe.ue w,is established between Ahred ot

Wessex'an.l the D.ines, bv which il wasa-reed thai

the boun.l,u-v line should b.- re-arded as the llianies,

northward u[i the Lea to its source, thence to Hedtord,

and alon- the ( )use to Wallinij; Street ihe old Roman

roid trom London to Chestrr. By this treaty, London,

Middles('x, and [-arl of llerlfoiHl. became an absolute

part of \\'ess('X. 1 )urin:4 the years of comparative

peace which ensueil, Alfred in.ui-urated the first

attempts at defensive warfare, as V'll as a restoration

of the schools. L.ittr he was eneaocd in active

1 in 000 he
. K tK,. 1 Vitw.

he

p.ud. when he (het

xviii
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I, It ilif kiii'^«l()in of \\'cssi.-x still uiuoikiiki ,ci. Ikum

lii.it tiiiu-, I'.dw.iid the I'.ldrr. his son, uitUcI li.inl in

siil)iUiinj4 tli< I ».iii<s .mil .ili-.(>il>m- tinm .imoii^ his

(lUil siil)jccts iilUil ih' \.ir <(iS. when the List ot ttl<-

I ),iiiish Kin;4s d I .i-^l .Xn^li.i wa-^ slain, ami thai

rciliii annfXf'l 1 li' n lollowrd inmv vicissitucles,

c'lulin},^ in the Norman loniiuc-.!.

It is now niorr tli.m iutnt\ \i irs siiuf I In'st

Ix-iami' iiit<_Ti-sif(l in tr.K ni'^ tlic to|io-r,iiilih al li .iiures

ot tho Wessex Novels, .md .1 1 h.ivc li\<il in Wessex

, ..i-.tiniionsK- iliiriii" tli.it niT;oil, .md li.i\<- Ir.ivrllcd

t:^'-^r
-X.TF

'I'm. Hii; iiii'i \i 1. Ill \li-. I Hi.M \^ II \i<in.

I
over pracliralK- all the main ro.uls, and mailv ot the

I lanes and l>y-roads tr.ivcrsin.Li more th.m 15(3,000

I
miles on a rv'clr, in a car, on toot 1 ha\c had peciiliar

I o|)|)()rtimilies tor follow in,u out mv holili\. In loo-l

I I wrote ,1 small i;uid<-d)(iok t.) such portions ot liie

I scenery as canu; within the hound, iry ot Dors, t
,
Imt

I this was in no sense exliaustive. and de.ili only wuh

I some of the princiii.il l)ack<_,M-omids. h'or the i)uriM)ses

I i.r ihr ]ir.-seiu hook I h.p-e revisited every one ot the

s -.[11 lis descrihed.

I My attention has tVetiueiilly heen drawn to m-

I exactitudes or misstatements that h.ive appearf-d m
XIX



Tin: \vi:ssi:\ oi- tiiomas hardy

till' in.inv '.Miiilr-liooks to ilic W'csscx (•(.uiiitry which

h,L\i- ah'ciiK lii-cii |nil)hshf(l. 1 iusi- h,i\c \cry likcl)'

arisen throuL^h ,i dcsir.- on ih'- p. ill d the writer to

make the fictitious places contorm to the real in an

at)Solute, doLiinatic manner. Sliotild an)' such in-

accuracies ha\'e crcjA into tiie present book 1 must

asK ]\^\ rrddt-ra' kiiulK' iiKluli;ence. 1 ha\c not read

anv of the pul)lished i^uide-Iiooks, tciriii'^ lest 1 miL;ht

he led into a form of pla;_;iari^m winch would l>e

distastehil. Kelereiiees have; keen made to certain

cotmt\' histories and other recoenisetl works ot

authoritv, Imt the bulk of the descriptions have keen

written on the actual spots visitetl.

To those who desire to follow an itinerary with.

detailed exactituue I would suy^est relereiice to the

one-inch ortlnance maps of the district. These turnish

all necessar\' inlorination as to roads, lanes, paths,

woodlands, and hills.

In tint te.\t ol the \\'es-.e.\ Xoxcls are many
dialectic w(,ros, phrases, and idioms, most ot which

ma\- still he heard occisionally in the remoter districts.

Priihakly, as William Harnes held, the- speech ot 1 )orst't

and thi: adjoinin*^' counties was the outcome, o! the

.\iiL;Io-Sa\on laiiLiua^e rallier than a mere dialect,

near!\- all of the words heinj.r traceable to their ori;_;in.

The \iU' Oxford Dicf/oiiarv includes a number oi

these dialectic e.xpressions which have been supplied

In' the author ot the \\ es ex volumes.

The i.isk of writine this book has been a very

plea' ant one. pro\-idinu' manv interestiiv^- experiences
;

and mv thanks are diK- io those who ha\c aided me,

(tither bv .U'ivine; informati<'n or by permittiiiL^ me
to photo!4ra|)h their hfnises. To more than an\- one

else i am indebted to .\Ir. I kirdv him^elt tcu^ correctiiur

nil' m a tew identiluations ot some of tlie places which,

ouin<r to the* iiKiaLrre clues in the text, detied disco\ trv

by aii\- other nie.ins.

In rei^ard to the more intimate di;tails which we
are settinir out to elucid.ite, it ma\- be said lirst that
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4

IXTRODUCTIOX

«

I

1

ha\c, ot course,

ir an unnecessary

mention thai more than one curious

with tin; ch.iracters thenisel\es I

nnthini; to do. 'Tiiis may ai)[)r

ohscrvaUon. til'

in(|uirer has asked me whether such-or-such a character

ill one of tile stories is not intended to he a portrait

ot X — -
. anil has then j^ix'cn the name ot a person

h\ ini;' in or near th(; place which the lictitious nanu'

is su[iposed. to repres(Mit. Xext, the houses, chmxhes,

and otiier architecttu'al features which are to claim

MA\ OAII— IiII KLsIIHNiI 111 Mk, llhi\|\-

I

4

our attention ,U'e pl.unly not each tlepicted tVom one
r'al moilel -lor some are undouhtedlv lomposite
struclui'es. In some cases there are thstinct cdues

lii'in which we ma\- draw our deductions: describcil

peculiarities in the laliric ot a building; ; th(! interch.uii^e

ol place and character names ; th(' construction oi the
name iiselt, relatini^ to some obvious characteristic ot

a town or xiila^c Tin: natural conlii^iirations, such
as tile hills, he:iths, downs, and woods, are, lor the
inost part, so tailhtully piciured that we ma\- \-enture

xxi



Till' WRSSEX OF THOMAS HARDY
to 1)(- almost dogmatic in rccoiicilini.'. them with their

coiiiucrparts, while inan\- ot tlicin appear iiiuler their

estahlishecl names.

Xevertheless, 1 want to make it \-erv ( lear at the

outset that the (leseriplions ni\cn in the nov(.:l.s am!
poems nva.-it he re^arcietl in their totality as iho.s(; of
imas^inalive ])Iaces. Ihe exact \V<-sse.\ ot" the i^ooks

exists nowhen; ontsiile them, as Mr. ilarcK' himst'lt"

iiuleetl has hinted. Thus, insieati of ckxlarino;

C (fs/c/-/>ni(i^c' to /k' Oorehester, W(,- tlare onl)- sav that

the pr(;sentment is niHloiihti'dlv tounded on salient

traits in t!ie real town. Certain sta!_,U's, certain scener\-

ami backj^roimds, are essential to the setting of every
drama, but it hashet'ii left forlhomas Hard\ to describe
such accessories in a mramer that probably no other
writer, before or since, ha- ('ver accom[)lished. This
tact it is which makes ou! vork both easier and at the

same tiuK; more interesting. The realistic treatment
which th(; setlin-^f of the stories receives creates rather

a tlang(."r(uis [josition lor the topoLjrapher, since tht're

is an nndoubted tendency to fall into the error of

confusinti^ the ideal with the actual.

Should any disappointment arise in th(' minds of
thosi; who visit the existing^ places—on account of

an\ want ot simil.irity b('lwe(Mi these and the book
des( ri[)tions - -he ma\" be remimled, in addition, that

most of the stories wia'e written main xcu's aeo, and
that, in the interxal which has now elap'sed. Time and
the hand ot man have; bec'n responsible lor manv
alterations, and have broui^ht about <u:tual obliterations

ot what wert! close originals at the date of [jortraval.

When the \\\'sse.\ writ(;r tlrst turned his attention to

verse and tiction he can have had no conception of the

j)rominence to which he would atiain amonL,^ livinij^

authors—nor could he have .uuicinated the searchimr
nature ot the mvestit.(ations that would be made into

the scenery which ser\'.;d him as i)attern.

There is another [joint to wh.ich I should like to

draw .itteiition, and that is the stransje manner in



INTRODUCTION

which the sctMUTv adapts liscif to, aiul idciuirics it.S(-it

witii, th(; characltM-.s lliciiisclvcs. W
ins taiict: ot this

tiavL- a strikm;
in the HI • -hisl()r\- () r 'I

c\\\k l-charactcr cU^vchjps at Marloll (M
ess. II cr

irnhul ail

un-^ophisticattal vilhi-t; sonu.-wh.it isohit^'d Iroin the
(Uitsidtj worhl, rciiKjic Ircjin aiiv v.W'.n: lo \vn, .111(1 w hen;

u; world
sue

IS little prepared to cope with a man (jf tl

h as Alec d'L rberville. It is \n the; sombre shad(;s

s prime\-,d \(;us ancCraiihorne Chase, dark with it

oaks, that her bet

lilew wiihm sinr
\'

wliere tli(.'

r.i\al is ellect

ht

eU

and sound o

it is in th(; ]•

r th

room
'• cr\stal streams.

Wi th tl

-rass (rrows lush and the air is iVaorant
le scents of ma nv llowers—the whole scene

iNpical (jf growth that we find the creation a_
expansion and iiiaturinL,^ of that all-absorbiii" love

nd

which was to remain with 1

it is at Wcl/britioc that h

er thi-oiiL;h(>ut her life.

realisation of tlu; full bitte

er repulse b\ Clare and tier

that ancient home of h(;r ancesto

rness ot life comes to her

associations of
rs, a place hll etl u 1

a mouki)- past, tne home
jriK some portraits, where the \vx\ atmosphere set;
to be chari/ed with thi

th

those

ms
n^is sir.ister. 1

pelessiiess funis ht;r at h'/nittO))ib-Ash

le phase of her

ooks witli an unkindl\- e\-e
l'\ sterility, where Nature
liid blesses not the labour of

ter despair she becomes callous and joins d'l

a spot cursed

lb

man s hand \\h

it is at SandboDic wt; find

en 111

rberxille.

li(;r— th, It |)lace ot fash lOll-
ai)Ule ])romeiiades and new villas." And at last, when
the oflicers of the law demand her as a victim to the
iiirrcilcss Mosaic recrimination dictated by a lust for
I' venire, the scene is Stonehenge, where the ancient
l>ruids, the rej-'-esentatives of a\u;od whose; anger and
love of destruction could only be appeased bv the
sheddiiio of innocent blocul, iiad sacrificed

'

their
thousands. We have only touched on a few instances,
but the other scenes are ecjuallv appropriate.

n. L.
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"TESS ok THK ij'UKIiKkVILI.Fs"

Till- hchig the- most widely read (,f the Wessex
.Novels, It IS convenient to place it first in the ex-
amination of their scenery and back<,rrounds. The
action^ takes place over a wide stretch of countrv—
trom Salisbury Plain in the north to Dorchester in 'the
south

:
trom the Xeu I'orest in the east to lieaminster

HI the west. In leadin- my readers over th<- -round
covered by the diflerent scenes, and in pointinu- out
certain towns, villages, houses, and natural la.idnKirks
It must be clearly understood— as I have alreadv
•shown in the Introduction— that these are merelv
originals which a[)proximate to the imaginative back-
.t,'rounds set up by our author. In the volume with
which we are now dealing such features have been
rendered more realistically than in some others, and
according y we find little diftkulty in reconcilino- the
[actual with tht: ideal.

^

The story opens by introducing us to John Durbey-
ridd as he journeys homewards to Mar/otf from
^/nnton. and the meeting with Parson Tringham
•the antuiuary of Stagfoot Lane (Hartfoot Lane)"
uJiich reveals to him that the name of Durbevfield is
synonymous with dTJrberville .^- obviously a close
limitation of the real name of a family now extinct in
tiic county.

t

'i

Wc will precede Durbevfield and ._,,.., .,.,.,., , ,.,^,..,.

Jt .Uarlott (Marnhull, more or less). It "lav aiS
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tlir norlh-rastcrn uiulul.itions of iIk: beautiful VaU: oi

I'.hikc.noor or lMick.n..nr . . . n, which ihr ticUls arr

never brown and ih.- spnn-s never chy
(

i )• 1
l^^-

" Forest of the Whilr Ibu't" is an akernaliv-- name

lor the vallev which our author occasionally emi_.hns

Marnhull wo'uKl seem I.) be a corrui-lion ot its on-inal

nune of MarlhiU, a in..rct si-niticani tiUc, nterrin.n

,,,„,,,,, .,ulv to ih.- while clay or marl uhich crops u].

there ami which, after exposure to the air, hardens

into a freestonr. Th.e church and many ol the houses

•ire built of it. Marnhull was once <iuile a consuUrahle

nlace- the remains ol n^any strt:eis may be traced

where the houses have enlirelv disappeared. Ihc

dweilin-s now are curiously disconnected, many wide

craps intervninu, but new buildin;^s are rapidly

M.Jin^in^ up, ami the village Imls fair to assume its

old si/e at no verv distant daf. Its old notonetN

for drunkenn(-ss ami -c'neral debauchery has now

passed away, and it '^ 'i^>

l)oo/iest place in 1 )orset.

Here we meet Tess for the hrst tim(

ri.dit hand a p-eled will )W wand, and m her_ left a

bimch of white tlowers," makin.u her way with the

,,lher villa-e maidens to the tield where the .\biy-

dance was to take place. ToNvards them came

l)uri.evh.-ld, drivm- in a vehicle belongm^r _ t,, the

/>//;r /hv/> Inn (2). This Inn h-ures many nmes m

the book, and mav, by its jiositi.m in the viUa-e, be

recOLmised as "The Crown.' A'.///.-r;-.s, the otner

inn nu-ntioned, would seem to be su,L;-estive o tiic

- Hlackmoor \ale Inn," on the w.-stern and lower

side of the stra.^ding vilk.,^e.
,

,
.

, ,

The onlv other feature with uhich we have to

^vx\ at the moment is the old cottaue m which less

was imagined to have been born, but -hi. alas,

appears to have been swepl away. btom the wescnp-

its situation we may assume that it stood at

A' the villa-c nearest to Shaftesbury. At

;nown a;
•• the

in her

tion 01

the end

this village,

villa;4e

too. Angel Clare comes oii the "b"
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.111(1 uc arc made ac(|nainl(il wild Mrs. i )urljf\ lirKl

and the yoimt^cr rliiKlnn.

Ihtj next Ijiuk^^rouml in I'css's history with wliich

\vc are coiiccrnctl is rxhiliilcd when she starts for

Castcri>ri((>;;c ( Dorchester) \ery early in tiie iiioriiiiv^

t(j deliver the loatl nt l)ee-hives. After passing the

little town of Sloiirc(isf/c (ai)i>ro\iinately Stiirniinster

Xewton) the ro.ul rises steadily towards lia/elhnrv

l>r\an— .i villaj^e we shall \isit later. S/omrast/c is

never more to iis than a hallini;-[)lace, though there

is sonut historical interest attachint^ to it.

A hamlet near li\- was the hirthplace of William
Barnes, the Dorset poet, a statue of whom stands

in the church close of St. i'liers at DorchestiM-.

.Stiirminst<'r Xewton was the home of Robert N'ounj^,
' .\n olile Dorset Soni^ster." whose poems, written

under the pseialonxm of " Rahin Hill," have lateU'

been collected and published in a small volume. |ust

outside the* town, on the other side of the river Stour,

is a mound, the site of a c.istle where; Kin;,;' Alfred is

said to have livt-d. Xear by is a picturescjue old mill,

one oi tin.' lew of its kind remainins^ in W'esse.x ( :;).

A lew miles beyond S/o/nras/A- less and Abraham
came in sight of Ihilbarrow, rising high on their left

hand. This camp has a circular, double entrenchment,
generally supposed to be of Celtic origin. It is the

second highest point in Dors(;t. l*"rom its summit
extends on all sides a magniticent \iew, the eyes of

the beholder peiK^traling far over Dorset into the
adjoining counties. .M.uiy places interesting to Hardy
readers can l)e identifuHl iVom hi-rt; with the aid of

a glass, and amongst others is "the hill-town called

.Shaston."

It is to this place; that Tess walks when she goes
to \ isit her reputed relative; and from here she rides

in the carrier's van which travelled to C/iascdoroui^h

and passed near Traittrido;c (suggesting I'entridge)

—

"the parisli in which the vague and mysterious ^Irs.

d'( 'rberville had her r(;sidence." Shaston enters lartH-lv

6
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i,u,,lhrl k.iUilK^.l-lii.l.tli.Ol'Sc'irc' .nul.mr.ml)

nrcsnu mt.-n.i in il is ulim, on Ikt nlurn j.-miuA
,

Tcss slrnl ill-- ni.;lu "
il llu" lu.usc ..I a cnUa.^,- Nvnin.in

ihrv kiirw.
• The actual colta^rc is n.-l turih-T iiuiu .ii.<l

ui,i ur imisi Iravc ils position nnHl(MUiti.Ml. ll u«'

.ippHKuh the lo^^n towanls .-vmin.; Inmi ih.- .
n<Tii,,n

„f Cranl.orn.^ w sliall sec il iuM as .u,r auihor .l.-scnbcs

it. ••standing majrstically on iis l,.-i:^lit ;
iis u nnlows

shiniiv like' lani|is in the ••vcnin- sun.

il?,- hoiisr lo which T.'ss was journ.yni-, known

in thr siorv as Tin- Slof^cs. was situaK-d n.-ar tin- hllU-

villa-.' ol i-,antndoci^\^ the honlcrsot CranborncChas.,-

( n
'"

\Vr may n-^anl this house as punly ima^rmary.

,,r at Icasl as havin- Wm chaun Inun a niodrl ni sonic

,,th,r dislru:l, tor 'thrn- is no hons,. hrrr answ.TUiK

m ihr description, ikouKh ih. re is one near \\ nnl.orn.-.

rhis villai^n- also fi-ures in one of - Lite's 1
.illle i ronies.

Il lies al.uut three inil.s fn.ni Cranhorne and is close

I,, ih,- Wiltshire houndarv. Its nanic' is derived trom

the r.rilish word Ten, ineanintr a head or the principal

part, and hence the apex of a hill; clos.' to it is

I'cnkurv Hill, where a beacon once stood.

The next place presented is when less -oes wilh

the other work-p.-oi)le to spend a Saturday eyenln,^^ at

Cha^ehoro..^:; (nea.iv Cranborne), and ands l.ile at

ni-ht wait'in- tor iheni to start hoinewarus. Lrar.

JHrrn.' is th<' market town of the district ;
il was famous

b,,th in .Saxon and Norman limes tor lis monastery:

the church now in existence is erne ot the oldest and

lartr.st in the county of 1 )(M-sei. It is partly Norm;m,

p-irllv I'arlv I'.n-lish, with some later I'erpcndicular

work' .md contains manv intereslin- tablets and moiui-

nirnls 'Idle curtew is run-- every ni-hi except on

Sundav, and tollowini: it the daf (4 the niontn is

tolled
' The fine Tudor manordiouse which stands

near the church lakes the place of a buildm- which

was..neof the tavourif resorts ot kmo John ;
some

c'- the inlernal walls mav possibly b<- of thai km-

s

date The name Craubonie is suppo-se-.

8

thai kmi.
ai.. ,1. ...:..'
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iioiii Aii'^lo Saxon uoi'ils (iiiidiiPi^ " ( r.iiii: .ir.il

"river" iln- uiiKJiii:; of th<- ri\«r Ikp' Mi(;j4<'stiii;^^

>()mc\vh.ii lln' m-i k ol a < ran--. rrcxioiis in the (lui-

M-iKtioii nltlu- W i-^tiTii riirii|)ik( the hi'^h road Imm
l,oii(ioii lo llif ucsl I'll liircclly lliroiiuli the town. Il

!> Stll an CM I'. lent I'o.iil ani4 '^
!

iraiscd as siicti in

I III I I I 1 KM 1,1-," (.'K.\MiiiKM ,

" llarbara," in " .\ (iroup ot Xohlt- 1 )anu;s. cjI which

anon. The onlv tt;atiirc ot the town which iiarliciilarly

intrrt'Sts the 1 lainlv stiklcnt is the I-'Unccr-ih'- Luce Inn.

where Alcr d'l rl)irv illc di.scovcrco CSS waiting for

h<-r comiianions. Its prototyint, the " l'"lcnr-dc-Lis,"

is readily tliscovercd, the name being often now. and
forn^cr]\- .dwaxH. pron-Mnc-d S" rueU i:- th ...1 / -\



THE WI'S.^EX Ol' THOMAS HARDY
\\\- <ir(: now 'orwiiuht ig th(- cin-ironincni ot ilu;

first n-al trai^t;(ly in Tess's caret^r—when she found her-
self at the mercy of Alec d'rrberville. The Chase
(Cranhorne Chase) was a chase proper, and must not be
confused with a forest—a prerot^mtive of kinL^ly riL^ht.

It embraces an area of some <Soo,ooo acres and is

•the oldest wood in England. " One may readilv
waniler for mile after mile 'in this ancient Chase with-
out niet^ting- a sin,gle hmnan beino;; and although cert.iin
tracts have been brought under cultivation, there is ;i

tendency for these to revert again to forest. Xo fitter
scene coulil have been chosen for such an (Episode.

'..^..^. ^y

a'

O.—.\ rviMCAl, Tixr.

Subsequently wi' follow Tess back to Marlott,
when she meets the tt^xt-writer an individual who is

by no means extinct at the present day. On many a
gate and stile in the W'essex lan<!s and by-ways ue
may discover evidences oi Irs industry in quotations
more or less ;ipt, but nearly all of gloo'mv, Calvinistic
significance (6). Once aga'in in her old home, we find
her sensitive nature seeking refuge in the bedroom
which she; shaied with sr)me of the (nher children.
We see the fieKls wherein she worked by day, and the
hill-sides and the woods to which she' wandered by
night. It is here, at Marlott, that her babv is born,
anti here th.u it dies and is buried "in tha't shabby

lO
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corner of God's allotiiifnt where He lets the nettles
gro'v." 'I'here is no stone to mark the place of burial,

and as the churchyard to-day is scrupulously neat and
well cared for, its appearance at the date of the story
can only be imagined. Down to the third quarter of
the last centur)-, however, such corners were often
reserved in country churchyards (or that reprobate
class of person designat(_'d.

Our next scene is at the dairy at Talbothay<, the
location of which has evoked considerable controversy
.amongst those who have attempted to identify ihe
places mentioned in ihe Wessex Novels. It may be
stated definitely that the dairy-house is drawn from no
particular building, but that it is typical of manvof the
dairies which occur in the Froo'm X'alley. \\e are
informed that it lay in "The Valley of the; Creat
! '.iirics, tile \-alley in which milk and Initter grew to
rankness

. . . tlie verdant plain so well watered by
lh<' river \ar or Froom "

(7). From the summit of a
hill only a short distance from ll'cathcylniry (largely
I'uddletown as it formerly was) 'less first saw 'lier
tuture place of sojourn. The picture before her was a
complete contrast to the one she had gazed upon
Ir.im childhood: there everything was of smaller
proportions— smaller fields, .smaller herds of cows;
here were vast stretches of water-meads, huge herds
ot cows. The peculiar difference in the atmosphere is

also strikingly noticeable: the Valley of the h'room,
w.itered by the swiftly flowing river, is lighter, clearer,
altogether more brilliant in appearance than the Black-
moor \'ale, which always .seems to strike the traveller
atresh with a certain sense of oppressive hea\iness, the
stifter nature of the .soil adding to the feeling.

Ihe description in th^ novel of the pos-tion
upied by the dairy in relation tc. other landmarks

would seem to indicate that, in the writer's fancy, the
^!)ot lay at no great distance from the junction of the
i >orchester-Tip.leton and Puddletown-Fsington roads,
n the southern margin of Egdon //laiii, and in full

II
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\ic\v ol l\,iinli,ii-|-()\vs -a sfctioii of c(Hintr\- which \v:ll

have our turthrr ,iU('iui(in when \vc treat ot' "The
Dynasts" and '• The Return of the X.uive." I his
location of 'fa/hof/iavs is siitticienliy indicative to enable
us to follow Tess in thought as she ,u;oes (out her
various duties at the dairy

; or when, in her liours of
leisure, she wanders with Ans^el Clan' " aioiiL^the meads
l)y crcteping paths which followed the brinks of trickling
tributary brooks.' It may be mentioned that "Talbots""
or •• Talbothays " ('•hays" me.uis hedges) is tlie real
lyime of a small freehold estatt' in tht- neighbcnirhood
that was owiuhI l)y our author's fither at the time
the story was written, and is still in the possc.-ssion
(^t a UKMiiljer of his family; but at that ilate there
was no houst- standing upon it, nor was e\cr a dairy
there, then or since ; so th.il the name only was
borrowetl.

1 he iM-oom X'allcy sweeps through Dorset from
above Maiden Xewton, till the river empties itself
mto the tidal es'.uar_\ a.t Wareham, and contains the
most f.'rtile ,ind valuable laud of its kind in th
country

;
the t-arefully tended irrigated

producing an abnormal amount of (jrass

supporting hiii^e IumhIs of cows (S

charjjeil with

n\ me
meadows

orage and
Many months, full-

lappenings, passed o\cr 'I'ess during
her stay in the l-"r(jom \"a!ley— "that green trough of
sappiness and humidity." and here' we see the intimacy
between her and Angel Clare passing from mere
acquaintance to friemlship. and trom friendship to
marria'^e. fhe latter's position m regard to the
othci- dairxinaids and tile subsequent ettect on their
n.itures i.-, also brou.L^ht out here. The e[)isode of
Uare carrying the four girls through the water
instances this point. I'hey were on tlu'ir w,iy to the
service at Mc/Zstock (.Stinsford) church, ami lie over-
took them just as they reached that part of th(' road
which was lloodeil with water. A portion of the road
near Bockhamjiton JWidgc; lies \ery low and is often
flooded in winter, so that we m.iv be witliin reason in
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Tin: WF.SSHX f)F THOMAS HARDY
siirniisiiiL;- iliui ii w.is !,- re the uccurrcncc is .supposed
to h.ive taken place.

\\ rst StafTnrei Church would seem to represent
the pi, ICC at .:h Tess and Clare were marrit-d. It

is in its realit) a building containinL,^ some interesting

Jacobean woodwork (9). They had decided to spend
the early days of their union at one of the ancestral
homes of the d'Urbervillcs. The way there is now,
as tlieii, alon;.;- a h-vel ro.id that follows the ri\er more
or less closely until it nears the village- of Wool.
Then, turning to the left and passing " ()vt;r the great
I'Llizabethan bridge,' we come upon ll'cllhyidgc Ihrnsc
{Wool- P> ridge House), clearly seen from the train ,is

it ent' rs the station of Wool ( 10). It is probablt- that,

of all the scenes which occur throughout the Wt'sse.x
Novels, no place is so near to r(;ality or so amiliar to
my readers as this house. Inside it ni.iv be found
the old mural [portraits which had such .m effect on
Tess's imagination. Ip to th-- time at which the
novel was published they were ([uite distinct, luit since
then mJLidicious washing with soap to make them
clearer has resulted in their being nearly obliterated
altogether, though we can still trace the gruesomeness
attributed to them. Interest of a psychical nature
intrudes here, for 1 have it on the best of evidence
that this weird effect actually does make itself felt on
certain temperaaiumts, people h;i\-ing toltl me of the
ghastly dreams that hav(? come to them after viewmg
the.se portraits. Another similar peculiarity attached
to Wool- Bridge I louse is the legend of the coach.
Clan' h.id spoken of it, but had refrained from telling

the whole story, ami it is not until ne.ir the end of her
life that Tess hears it fully, from the lips of Alec
d'l rberville. .\ccording to local superstitions, it is

said that the d'Urberville coach jjasses over the bridge
hard by and draws u[) at the old house on Cb.ristmas
Eve, but that the sound of its transit is only audible to
the ears ot certain indixidu.ils ; also that it presages
death or some dire cal.imitN'. I have known more
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than one local cii.iractcr ilcclarc that ihu lioase was

hauntctl : th()U!j;h an old lady who li\'cd tiicrc lor soirif;

time [iiMcticaliv .ilonc lojd ni'' she had nc\cr heard

nor seen aiuthiiin that (I'uid lir rcganlfil as preter-

natural. I his tvidciicc, hu\\(j\cr, counts for verv

little, onl\ certain natures seemiiitr to he gifteil with

the power ot sensing; psychic pheiKmien,!.

Soon alter their entrance into the olil house came
to [hem the news ot l\ett\ l*i itldht's nttem])ted suicide

in the (I'ltiif /'('('/. 1 his we may well sujipose to

hav(; been the s.uni' \nn)\ ot uhieli ue h,i\e mention

in " Ih.e Return ot thi' Xati\e," where il receives the

name ot S/iadwah-r U cir.

Xow (.om( s betori' us the gloomy scenery ot the

second great tragedy in the lite ot Tess— the result of

her confession of her past. This background is the

Abbevof Hindon ( I i ). We lan easily toliowClaie when,

alter entering d'ess's room, biting her trom the lu-d,

and bearing her downstairs ami inU) the open air. \v

went along the ri\er >id(- until tlie\ were opjio^ite the

mill, and, crossing the [il.mk '"uhicli, lying ,i tew

inches above the speeding current, lormed a giddy

pathway for 'xcu steady heads ... he reached the

other side with her in safety ..." and so gained

"the ruine(l clioir of the Al)b(,'y-Church." 1 he empty

stone coltm of the abbot, close to the north, wall, in

which Cl.u'e laitl Tess is st'Il there, and ma\ be readily

iliscoveretl. tourists sometimes gix'ing themseKcs the

grim pleasure ot' King m it as Tess was matle to do

(i:;). The Abbe\ was ot tint Cistercian order and w.is

founded in i 17:;, and though now entii-el\- i". ruins, as

tile no\el states, it still p(.)ssesses an impressive interest.

d he old tish-ponds, arched in by avenues of deciduous

trees ( i "J ; the level grassed walks, once trotlden

bv hordes of monks : the calm stillness which per\'ades

the whole place ; the hah-ol)literated foundations,

marking the f)nce extensive walls which enclosed

cloister, guestdiouse, refectory, kit(dien, hospitium,

sacristv and dormitori(^s. together with the many other

16
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ott'iccs |)crtainin!4 to ihc AIjIjcv iill U'li'l l" 1' !'! tin

iniiul iiUi) ^i)ccu!;iti\f cliaiiiu-ls nl tli(iii;_;lil < ii lln

ci)iulilii)iis "t lit<- when th-- Aldicy u.is in it i iiriinr.

ami the ihan;4«s urmiuiu liy timr whirli it nuisi ha\(

uitiu-sscd.

The mill, which nI.i .Is iiist (.nlsidc {])' AM)c\

fiiclosiirc ami i^ L;oiii!_;- hiisiK at this iioar, intt-rt'sls

Lisas lliat .a uhich AiiUfj ( lar;: is supposed to have

worked Inr a liiiic to l;^iiii cNpcriiMici- oI tin husiness

( I

I
I. W'c arc told m the no\el thai it liad "iii ( ciunrii->^

past liecii attached lo the iiinna^tic establishineiit.

The mill still worked on, tood heiii;^ a perennial

necessity; the Aliln-x had perished, i reeds heini;

iransient.

We now come to the places comiecteil with th--

(j.\il Irom W'cllliridi^c and th<; se])aration ot Clare aiul

Tess. After calJuiLj on the Cricks at Tali'otluiys. tliey

dro\-e tot^ether through \\\atiurlniry and Staofoot

Lane (ilarttooi Lane) until they reached the villaee ot

Nii:z/el>iirv. or Xittt/cbury (snijerestive of llazeli)ury

llrvan), on the outskirts of die 'Mackniodr X'ale.

Some miles beyond this \iliau;{; thev came to a cross-

ro.id, and here the\ parted. In all likelihood this was

just outside the little town of Sturminster Newton.

Lea\'in'4' t'l.ire for the present, we will tollow 1 ess as

she dri\es onwards ihrouLih the lamiliar lilackmoor

\'ale until she reaches the ciilraiKH: to Marlott.

Thence on foot she ap[)roaches her t.ither's house by

a back lane.

Meanwhile, Clare is jnirsrdne; his wa\ westwards

tow.irds l-'.})ii)iiu^Ur (
ISeaminster). This is our first

visit t(j the place clc'arly indicated as " the hill-sur-

rounded littU; town" with "the Tudor chun h-tower

of n:d stone" (15). P)eaminster has been devastated

by c]uite a number of contlaerations, but the h.arly

I-Inidisli aiul rerpendicular cluiich with its sculp.turcd

tower h.is alwavs escaped undamai^ed. W illiam

Harnes gives us the following description ot the

18
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Sweet Hc'ini'stor, that hist a-boimd

Ity green an' uoDdy liills all round,

\\i' liedges, reachen up lietween

A thuiisan' vielils o' /.iimnicr jireen,

Wlicre clems' lofty heads do drow

Their slie.ides vor hayineakers below,

An' wild hed,i;e-flow'rs do charm the souls

(
)' maidens in their evenen strolls.

'I'herc i-s a curiotis custom still in xoguc at

Dcaiiiiiister : on Sundays it is usual I'T maii\ n[ thr

inhabitants to lock their doors when L;uin- lo church

and to li-avc* the keys in the locks outside! The
origin <>t ihi^ [Moceeilin^; is obscurt', Imi it may have

arisen iroin tin- lac. tiial some ot tlie keys were

ponderously liia\y. Clare did not sta) here long, but

soon left the country tor llia/il.

The next place lo notice is adair;. near /'i>r/-/>'/r(/y

(approximatelv llridport). Of tin; exaci location we

have no knowled-e, but we read it was situated

"equalU- remote from her nali\'e place- and Irom

Talbothays." I'liis is where I'e^^ lives after her new

departure from J/ur/o//, but \\\u-\\ work becomes

difficult to "btam she tlecide's to join Mari.m on "an

u|jland (aim in the cenir(; of the count}'.' and

presently W(_- st.'c her starting to w.dk thither. " .She

reached C/iu/k-Ncic/on (adumbrating Maiden New ton),

and Ijreaklasted ai an inn." We shall vi^it .Maiden

Newton later when wc arc examining thi; country

suggested by tlie descriptions in the short story

entitled " Interloptn-s ,it the Knap,' and it will sutt'ii.<'

now to notice that little old hosted called the Castle

Inn, st.mding close beside the ri\ei- i\h). Tht-n Tess

trudged on, until she drew near to MrU'ian's place ol

sojourn

—

Flintcoiitb-.ls/i.

The actual position of Flin/ionib-.ls/i has alwayii

been a debatable point with explorers in the Hardy

countrv. To begin with, the farm-house c.umot be

pointed out. thoueh such fn'm-hou^es do exist in the
1!.. fU,. ,>K;,.k •11 a 1-1(11-

20
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lor his tlcscniJiion IS tliscovi-nibli;. ll ur uiU .isct'iiil

the steep hill-siile by ;i track leading; fiiit of Alton

I'aiicr.is villauji! to the eastward we shall soon n^ach a

il.it plateau, it is known locally as Harcomlx; Down.
It" we now lollow aloni; the iTfst of tlie hill uc shall in

due course li.L;lit hiimii ih<- ridded turl uhirli in, irks the

site of what was onc«; a llniish vill.i^c. Inr what
reason the ancient pi;(>i)le of Hrittiin should h.ive

selected so bleak and unproductive a spot as this it is

hard to ileterinine. Marian describetl it as a " starve-

acre" plac: a title which is truthfully descriptive

to-day. \'asl numbers of llints lie uncovered on the

chalky surface, makinjj; ualkini; no easy matter, uliile

the wind which swee[)s o\er the plain j^reiris the

traveller with an unsympathetic touch, '("here is a

sardonic asp(H't in the landscape, and the scene which
stretches before us is all in harmmu w iiii the sufferings

that 'r<'ss endured there.

It was alter she had been at l-linttouth-Asli sonic
h'ttle wliilr tliat she determined to call at J:ntiiiinstcr

parsonage lor '.

' lings of Clare ( i ; ). The road she took
was a rugged one, iiut (luite practicable ; a glance at the

ordnance map will -aiabh; us to trace ite.\at:tl\. kroni
U'Mr till' liritish v'illage a track- wa\- desicnds bv

Church Mill to th(t \\v^\\ ro.ul ; here ue shall .se(,- ,i

ser[K"ntine lane U.irn Lane .iscendiiii.; the .^tec[) hill

du<- westward. .\t its jimction with the Sherborn<--
|)orchest<'r ro.id we must fern northw ,irds lor a little

w,iy, wlnai we shall tmd anoth(jr lane leailing to the

lett. ll ue tdllow its windings, and cross tlie Shei-
borne-( taaic road .it the point called L\(>n ^ ( late. still

making wesiwartl, we shall [jass o\er lligh-Sto\- ani
conn; in due course to th(; stone pill.ir Cross-in-l land,

I

or Crossy 1 I md as it is called loca!l\

wlucli m.mv jjeople h,i\-(- taken since

Idiis is a w;!ik

tl;e j/uldicaliu i

ot the Story, and it will reward the pedestrian with
beautiful and varied prospect, the woodland th.at lie.-.

•::;:g pra(_ lIC^l: ; . l:;-.: v. UO:
n' the background which ser\es lor the' novel entitled
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'I

" TIk; \\ jcUandcrs" the coiinlry of The lliuUnks.

The diversity of landscape from ri;^hl hand to lett hantl

is truly amazing ; the utter loneliness, the almost op-

pressive silence of Nature, add a weird r'luch which is

intensitied by coming, suddenly upon this solitary land-

mark, Cross-in-1 lanil, sprin<.'-n<4 up from the grassy

down like the stem of a giant mushrocm.
This stone pillar tonus the uioiif of the poem

entitled "The Eost Pyx," a.nd under the chapter on
"Poems of the Past and the Present" 1 shall have
occasion to refer to it further. Just now it stands

betore us as being the stone wheretMi less placed her

hand when, at Alec d L'rber\ille's demand, she swore
ne er to tenijJt him. The occurrence, it will be re-

membered, took ])lace on her return walk, dl'rberville

coming thus far with her, and, after the oath hatl been
registered, lea.ing her side to phnge int(^ the vallev in

the direction of .-://;/>('/'.v-Gvv<77 (Cerne Abbasj. "
v /f

al! spots on the bleak and desolatf- uphmd this was the

most forlorn," says our author— an estimate which 1

can endorse from personal observation ; and I can also

corroborate his finding "something sinister, or solemn,

according to mcxxl, in the scene amid uhich it stands."

Continuing her journev ttnvards Clare's home, she

would come in the course oi three miles to another high

road, called Eong Ash Eane ; crossing this, she would
soon reach the village ot livcrshead (ip[)arently I'lver-

shot). The " cottager by the- church " at which she

halted and breakfasted is obvious enough to the passer-

by to-day ( 1 8). Hen\ ill Eane, tlie real name of the second
half of her route, leads up to " the edge of the basin in

which Emminster and its \'icarage lay, ' where her

resohition died and she haiitlessly retraced her steps.

'("he barn in Vvhich Alec dUrberville, now "a
(!.\celler.t hr>'y Christian man, ' was preaching was most
probably drawn from the barn which stands near the

centre of the village of b'vershot and was (jriginally

used as a ch.ipei. I ess lirard him pre.iching as she

j)assed through the village on her return walk (19). Still

24



TESS OF THE DURBERVILLES

.iloi;

i, aiho lo \k- seen, l)eyond the northern part of Lono-

.\>h Lane, "the rcxid ascendinor whitely to the upland

which the remainder of her joiirn"v lay."

A tVesh landscape is led up to by Tess's route lo the

h.inic ol' her childhood, where she i;oes on learning ot

ihe illness nf her parents. .A walk to MarnhuU in the

darkness from the (jlace we ha\ e ccjnsidered to be

I'iint(0)iil)-Aili is no easy matter : fifteen miles ot

ascent and descent till Bulbatiow is mounted, and then

a p'unL^e down into the heavy-scented Blackmoor \ ale.

.\i Xnttlcbury ( 1 laztdburv I'rvan) the villaei: inn-

ke.irini^ the sign nt " The Antelf>pe," we may remark

—

is passed as she passeil it, and we trace "the maze of

lanes sh<- threaded " and re-enter Marnhull.

. \t"ter the disasters that succeed one another here

w.- lollow her with all the family on a migration to

A7//;'.v/'(vr. The loading of the waggon with their

iioiisehold goods and their journey along the road

describes a scene which can be witnessed in Dorset any

vear on the 6th of April (Lady Day, old style), when the

work-people move from farm to farm; the miscellaner)us

collection of goods useful and goods ornamental, with

lialiies of v.irious ages wedged in betv.-een jjieces ot

mniitLire, as though to keep the latter from shitting

aboui, Is quite a common sight, and the emigrants

often form veritable processions along the roads and

lanes. Turning " the tlank of an eminence which

lorincd part of the upland called Greenhill "— scene ot

the f lir in " b'ar from the ^Li Iding Crowd "—we dog

them to the " half-dead townlet
'—as our author desig-

n.ites Bertt Regis—where their ancestors reposed in

the vaults beneath the church.

Kint^.^bcrc (Bere Regis), as its name intlicates, was

once a royal residence, and is suppc^sed to have con-

tained a pal.ice belonging to (Jiieeii L^lfrida ; it was

likewise a Roman station. The church is a fine Ijuild-

ing of tlint and stone, chietly Perpendicular in siyle,

but with some Norman work in the interior; it was

fiirly well restored by < i. L". Street many \ears ago (20).
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Tl-:SS OF rilH D'lJRHHRVILLHS

It ccntiiips thrc(^ (-anopiiul toml)s i n I'urlJtck marhic

<ilsc I tiMccni'i 1 window witl-i heraldic cinblcms iK;rt

as

lin-

ihv, Turlx-rvillc iamily
(IPC.

crest! li liif \v

2 1). This obviously SI

iiidow of iIk'. nov( :1 und(;r which the bed-

stt^at 1 was erected. In the parish r(-t,dster m.iy b(

th c. ori' dual sitinaturc

Mav ve lotli 1079.

rho. 'rurl)ervilU.-

fa

seen

dated

The vaults of this family he

iiiiuer th( atliacent aisk; wi th an inscription on ih.

'lUrance-stone,

now s(?aletl up,

had

encr

as men tioned in the book Th
i)iit ti 11 atelv peoi'l'' weri'

ev are.

livmLT who

lcsc(;n(!ecl 111 to them an had seen the coflins ot

ations of the nam
Clan; s return to I'll daiuk his short sojourn at

h.iinninstfr icara'fe, aiK 1 1:-!is sear( :h t or 1 ess m th

.f her lifediistory, yives us a
i.isl phase o

thnuM^h the landscapes. \\ e may 1

haves' his father's house and procee'

l.ani', passes

noither lead

ollow \\\\x M'.

alons

as

[)envil

the Kino's //////<W-(Melbury Osmund)

est

reac

lies and the solitary [)illar Cross-i and till h(

hes Flintcovib-Ash, and thence goes to Marlott

l(jcaiities we have a 1 ready e.xammeU. W e track

to Sliaston. anchim

wa^ informee

1 to the little village in which

.1 the Durbevfield family had settled, whert

,u-ns that T 'SS IS a't Sandbournc (r)()urn(miou th).

W I- (lUlV follow him thither.

The description )f this watermg-pKice. wi th

HUTS, Its rro

iveretl gardens

.ited

ittle dustv, IS

)V the stroke o

Its

d its

like a fairy pkice suddenly

f a wand, and allowed to get a

ves of pines, its promenades, an

well known, and is almost htenu Th(

loilLnnL''-liouse ca

. (!SS, and wtien;

lied "The Herons," where Clare hnds

Iv of the book is
lh( >reat tragec

iunvd to occur, it is impossi ble aiu 1 undesirable to

ll-tllT'lllsh.

It is ditTicult to trace then tli^dn there bein

tirse, nc ) tangible tnick of a pair •avoHling

g, 01

hi<di-

'ids. and followinu obscure ths tending more or

rth\s iiorthwarc

'rest.

into tlle depth s o f the New

They ;ire said to have reached the t;mpty
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TESS OF TUF. D'U RHF.R VI '.LI- S
"

houst known as Jiram/ntrs/ Manor- /loiisc 'I'h (M'C ;irc

111 ;uiv surh liouscs in tlic cnviro ns ot KiiiLTWOoci, but a

careful cxaininatiiiii pcrsua

ais a slrun<

lurt: am
r'SKHJllCC

taken 1)\- the in\i

:ks iik; that ihc mansion

rtsc--iiibkincc, both in construclion, turni-

1 suVroundinirs, to Moylf's Court—once the

)f D.uiie Alice Lisle, tVoni which she was

rniitlons of Jetfreys to ht;r (execution

l"he house, 1)V the wav, is said to be
at Winchester.

still haunted by her spirit {22).

Their course northwards from her- niero;es into

clearness as th< y ajjproach "the steepled city ol J/'7-

bul

more

(//o7t'r"'(a;'i)ro.\imati'ly Salisbury). Mclchcstcr

»re largely in " Jude the Obscure " and other ot the

esse.K Novels than in the present one, so that we

d not pause to contemplate it now. " The graceiul
W
nee

pile of cathedral architecture rose dimly,• on their •ft

h;ind they passed quickly through the city, and

were soon lollowing th. ro id which led them to

Salisbury Plain. Thev were now close to Stonehenge,

the mysterious p.igan temple, the greatest sight ot its

kind in the country (23). Li the chronicles of Xennius
in tht

but according to other and later writers

1 to have been erected one hundred ytvars

(ninth century), the date of its origin is [(lace

tit"thcentnrv.\.ii.

It IS sujiposet

i t'liire Christ. Readers will not net;d te- be reminded

it there has Ijeen mut ii controversy regarding its

ate aiul Its oriLM n ; no authentic j^roofs are torth-

Loming to establish any of th(^ various contentions.

I e re they are imai:ine

KirniiT.

-' leel

awned and Tess's pursuers came
d to have waitetl till the

uijon them

ler away towards // V/zA^/ZdO/tr (Winchester).

IS tayoured city, which preserves muc Its old-

historic interest, and over winch the hand ot the

has passed lightly, forms the last background

have to inspect. If we climb u[)on one ot the liills

ose to the town we can verify the descri[jtion give

;ulal

lU r author (^4). L still lies iinidst Its convex and

\\ A-\'A\\A Ijc notcl that, nwiiii; tcj a iri-lakc ill the [iiniiiii,, tin- lia-, iii 1110,1

:.^, ai ilvared as the ri^Jit hainl.
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•• ri-:ss oi- 1111'. 1) I kHi:k\'ii.Li'S"

concavt; tlownlands "
; llicrc lictorc us is ihc ' slopin;^^

lli-'h Sircft." th<-
'

\\'i-,[ ( ".,itc\\.i\ ." the • incili.i-\al

cross," an.! " lln- l>riil;^c. ' W f cm i^o in-day lo the l<)i>

,,t the Wi-i llill tiiil tin.l lli>- niil'-slonc lir-^idi- wliirli

.\\vv.\ Llan- stnoil w iih Li/a-i.u, u. lit in,;- "in paraKM-d

suspense" Inr lh<- tmal signal. I'.ui trees lia\e i^rnwii

nil in later \-ears. and it i-. not pd-^siMe t<i olitain trcin

that point i).)\s tile \ iew thai was olitain, dile at the

time 111 the no\el -except in ptirlions lait an approxi-

-WlM 111.^ I 1-K U Ac il..

mall- \ lew can l)e seen from another point, a little to

tile westward, of •'the hroad cathedral towta-," .ind the

niher p.irticiilar features described in the; text {2^).

for the sani(' reason one cannot behold h-om the

milestone al least, one could not when the present

writer was thert;— th'- " lare;e red-brick buildine^, with

.el ti;rev roofs, and rows of short, b,irn;d windows

.iieakin'4 c.iptivil\- " in which '"justice was done, and
. I'resi lent of the Immort.ils (in J\schy]ean phrase)

i ended his sport with 'I'ess." I'erhaps XaUire's

i-iiiny; is well.



CIlAl'll^K II

"
1 AK i Ki.'M 1111 M \I)1i1M; <U> i\V|i

Ml 1^1 of the action in lliis book takt-s |>iacc in aiul

arouml tin; tarnisKMil fictitiously called 1 1 cd/Z/i r/>u/y

l'ar)ii \ l>ut bctoro wc proct'ud to that place \vc will

f\aniinc the back^roumls which torin the setting; lor

the cirlicr scenes. Our Tir^t introduction to ("jabriel

( )ak ami Hathsheba I". \erdene is on the apex ot

XorcoDibc IliU. We take this to re[)resent Toller

Down, where the road to ("rewkerne iVoni Dorchester

passc-^ through a cutting. It is a spot which h^ures also

in the ixieiiis entitled 'A Tramp-wonian's Tragedy'

and "The Home-coming. ' where its natural character-

istic of loiieliiKtss, tinged with an air ot desolation, art-

further e\eni[)lified. ' It was a featureless conx'e.xity

of chalk and soil.
" we nad. thi-. hill wher(.-on stood

(^,d<'s fu-m •• half-woodetl, half-naked . . . coveretl

on its northern -^idt: by an ancient and ilecaxing

[jlantation of beeches. " .Standing Sou teet above the

stja. Toller Down lies e.xposed to the full force ut

the .\tlantic gales, hard to strug;4le against in autumn

aiul winter when tht: pre\ailing wind is westerly.

( )ur interest .soon changes to ( Lisicrbndi^i\ which

we cannot doubt to be drawn in the likeness ot

Dorchester. It is the date of "the yearly statute

or hiring fair," and in imaginatieiii we can see the

street wherein stand "from two to three hundred

Idithe and hearty labourers waiting upon Chance."
. Ml 'i- 1 1 1 ... „ 1,.- _ .» !.,.-,.„ :.,'

' ^ u - t". . r

,

i ui S itiil .T L I 1 i I I •_ 1
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ill I. \vi:ssi:x oi* iiiomas iiakdv

inii.()rlaiu:<\ aiul in-.l.iy is liulc " c lli.iii .i mere

i^allicriiiL; ot [ilcisiirc - scfkcis, im(r.s[)crsccl with a

t(;w jK-rsiUis iiU( III (111 Ixisiilc^s. \\ f '-liall ja-dhahK

sfarrh In \ain lor tin- i,irl< i- with his cmlilcniali.- picK-

of wliiiK-onl in his hal : <>r ilir thalclur with his

' ti-as4in(iU n[ ui)\.-ii riiMU ; th()ii'_;h the shijih<T(

uith his iiir\ ital)lc ',hfcii - cr<'(ik inav In- noti

d

oci. asioii.ill)'.

W'f may innniry in (oiiipany with < )ak .is he

\saiks towards Siiol/s/m;/ an iiiiilatioii ot the town

ot r.laiultorcl. l.caviiii; 1 )oiTh<sl( r hy ihr l.oiulon

Koail, h(t passes tlic " waKr-iiut.ulows lra\ir^f(l by

little hrooks," aiul at three miles icaelns ) allmry

//<),),/ (N'ellou ham Woo.l), aseeiuls the hill ot' )\i!hiir\\

ami later on comes to // , (c//a;/'//;;)' vill.i'^e (jo). It is

then thai h<' nolit e^ the tire, ami strikes at:ross country

to U'cat/icr/iiirv l-\n-)n. 1 he moilel which servetl our

author mav lie loiiiul in Walerson llonse; though to

fultil its purpose in the story we must imai^iiie it

placc.l nearer to I'luldletown \ illat^e - - lor it was

1 uiKUelovvn, in its old ^nisl• of iilu or more yc'ars

a(_r(). which sugj^esled the IWatlurbitiy ot the W essex

Novels. To he ([iiite exact, however, antl to bring

the larm and iht- xilla-e into proper locus, we niiisl

cut )ut a section of tin- country which intervenes

between them, lo the extent, perhaps, ol a mde, or

r.ilher more.

W'aterson House; has suffered from a hre since the

(kite of the story, destroying;- all the i-ld woodwork;

it h.is moreover passed into other h.mds (|uite rcceiilK,

and exiensi\e alterations are in progress. .Neverthe-

less, we mav still true many of tin; features dc;scribed

in the book before us. To Oak it showed itsell as

"a hoary building, of i!ie Jacobean stage of Classic

Renaissance"; aiid we still tind tlut " tluled pilasters
"

th.il graced its front, together with the "soil brown

mosses, like f.ided vc^lveteen," p.itched on its root (27).

I.illlc Wcatlurhtiry /-'aniK the imaginary home

of Uoldwood, was [)roljabiy drawn t>om i naice Ku-iu-

34



l.\\< l-K()M illi: MADDIM, CIU)VVI)"

j&. I ii;i 1 I I \«\i.

jij. I II iM' 1 In I ,

35



'I'llI' \VI..S>i:\ ()!• 11 K )M As II \K| )\

lioiisc, u liicli stands a liill null' ncii I r 1 iidi H.'.du n

/\ shiirt (list.m ' '• Inim II IS ihr jiiilr ( hi-,!, r i.t ( cit,!;.

:ilnuii ,1s ( liilK I ill. ainoni^sl u hk li ui' imtiic .n

oKl ulutcwaslicJ lidiisr with a thali Ind root sii^^'-^tiii';.

Ncsi Cof/iii;t\ til.- plai.- uli-r.- ( )ak lixcd al't.-r lii-

tli.smissal Innn 1 '.athsln h i s ciniij. .\ m.m ( -'Ml, U tl

iiicaiiou lai HI'' (his i i m. I',;'- \\i- iii.i\- ImmI ih I- SlICCll

Uas|)|ll:_; iKidl '•rill ll\ I !!•( iilar I) islll ()| hi'K

Woi'l Uhl( ll SCIAl' as a liicatic lor mi'' ot ll

• I'rat liani, '

in u liii li (lie slicescenes (,;o). Iliii till- •(

sheariiiL; was sii|)|)(isei| to lake plaee
tor iiere.il/outs ill \aiii. Its 'Na.t |)orches . . . ,|,isk

ui- shall sea..li

nliii''(l, chestniu rool lia\ e ( itlier li ell SUCpL
away, or those lealiires lia\c lieiii import' d into ll

st()r\ froii 1 a neisjhlM iiiruii. a e, there lien p.
t u ( ) or

llio-e iiariis 111 South I )orset (,t which t Us Would l,c

a taitliliil (iescriptioii ( Ciiic Al
w

'Was ill
] larticnlar.

<• Will now turn oi ' attention to IWalhob
villa-e. Al,

hlhlt^ Mile ol It

w
fell

Mirreii s M.ilihouM- is now oca i

ce ami shrul)l)er\ -,111(1 so uiih most ol t

IS, domestic riiddietouii lo-(l,i\ also e\-

S old-lime ch.ir.uleristii s
: the site el

ij/iid 1)\ ,1 ne.it paik

le orlier

a-|il \ illas^c

mportanci;
e ha\e It ri corded that

own ' contained ,is iiuiin

jlacksiiiiths, lueiitv

<ille eiUi-rillL; the \\il

Isp little idea of its ailiiellt i

teaturi'S. .\ii\

to-da\ would <^\-

as a small market toua. W
about the year iSOo I'uddlet

as t\velll\ liootm.lkers, iwcKe 1

carpenters and whee!\\ riL^hls, live pairs of
two coop(.'rs, and some i ,il)inel iiiak( rs.

s.iw vers,

riie church, wluch li''u

nariMiive, stands iie.ir t'

da\s stood the stocks ai

later into a private scho

res so h-fiiiiently in lii

le siiuare, where in t

ul the cour
ll* old

rldloilse (coiucrtcd

I his churcdi u,is one of
the tin(;st, interiorly, ot any in the county of Dorset,
but its recent

( i (^ i i ) alterations, demolitions, aiicl

additions h,i\c be^ai looked on will

archa-oloi-ists, the late I'erpendii ul.ir i h.incel hav

1 disma\- l)V nuuiv

lie

heeii ( oiu'erted mlo ,i much more spacious new one
( ; U.

' 1- mm Miiiioriali <;/ Old Dorset.

36



.\l> 1'^"'^' nil. M.\l)|)|.\(, Ckowi)

30.—Till s II I r \\ \--H. I IKI c I .

ii. ITiJiii
I l"U \ ( IIIK. II.

17



TiiH \\i-:ssi:x oi' 'HI()^I.\s iiardn'

little -.iIUtx

supposed lo 1i,l\(. eiu.n.d the ( hurcl
the west m'iIc oI^ the IdWer (

'. :•

;

l'">r, lhr()ii<'h which Tinv w IS

1, ]r.:iy l)e seen on
and we ean likewisi

see the poivh iii which he is said to ha\e passed the
'i'Kht(:;J. 1

i>e called a ilratjoii, t

le ^are;()vle, describetl as " too 1 uiinaii t(i

oo impish to he like a man, too
.immai ^" I"' liKc a tieiid, and not enoii'di li Ke a oinl
I" ''< called a -ritim," has been importetl
n.insh. lie liiiL'e old ( Jm i\;

portetl Irom another
s u hicli stood within tli

chiinlnard ha\e heen 1,11,(1 reccntlv— anoth
li'i' feerct to those w 1

I'espc, t.

er matter
lo riL^ai-d ancient leatures witti

in T royt,.wn, a haiuiriil ,>f houses Kin'- at tl

we recoi^mse "the ruad-sic
bottom of )\ui>!i)-y Ili/i

hamlet calle,l l\o\-to\\n,

< ellic occupancy, and u , ma\- still trace the Vei
"I a mi/-ma/e, or I,il)\rinth, \'\

1

ic

t was once a place; of

r.ams

le 1

\ser,' produced.

//I'lu/. the pl,uc where |. >sr\,\

the body of b'annv I

\-ears ,ij_;o, though il had
its dem,iliti( ii ( vi ).

lere ancient spectacles
nn known to us as the Jliick's

1 I oorinMs
vohm, \\,is liulled

s halted with

down few
ccasci. to be an inn I jciorc

>e\-eral 'm: I'S 111 the ( oui-se of the st

nit--rested in L ,i,/fr/>ri,/^f. 'idle Corn b:\cl

e h.ill, si;pporte,I ii\-

oi\' we are

laiioe was
a low ihou<'h extensiM
)iiiars. if

mams and
We enter tll(

le SI rueday \\<- sh.dl 1

S, I'lies now to w 'l.il ih

ireseiu InnhnnL: on 1 market

m

b-re are the fai ,,iers with ll

with the smiihtud,- of its hum,
ey ,ire describ, d as bein"- llie

leir s M niii'' b iL^s of corn.
jioiiriiiL; out the i oiuents into lii,ir hamis just as we
''a.l ,,| llathsli, b,, ,l,Mnu. We shal'. ll,.wev,"'r lo,,k .'n

nn \nr •
tl • mwii bre,| f,,wls " wh,. ns,-d

"' f I' t to fri-,|uent the build
scalii'i',',! L^raiiis.

I he bridge o\-e|- til

ok ai

as a matter
iiiL; in order t,i pick up the

ti,L;iire-, in this stor

aiiil jiiiems.IK; ,«'

lere t,) rest on ler wa\- to tn.

Itoorer i.iuIm,-. ,,l the iM.itom ot the t

' I room ( ,i\\ s l>ridL;e -

so many other of the

army kobm p.iusinn

rile other,

own— Sw in

\', as we, I ,is 111

\\<: se,

moil.
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Tlir, Wf'SSIA' (>!• riKUlAS KARDV
JM'Hli^c IS when

, also in our mind's eve. \v(,' see
I roy .lu.iitinu; l''.iniiy and, lailin- lirr arrival, jdurncv-
iU'^ III /''//,//;,'()///// (ai)[iri).\inialcl\ \\'c\ nioulh I tn altcnd
tile races.

.\l tht, • Wliitr
1 l.nt l'A\r\ a." still slandiiiL; at thr

lower end (>t til'- town, I'l'oN nieets I'ennywaxs. '1 lie

^.lol comes iM-torc ns when l^)old\\ood i^oes there to
.L;i\e himsell up after .shooting; Trov. This w.is. oi

course, the old huildiuL;, und mu>t not lie taken as
identical unh the prisenl count}- .l;.io|.

}',f//'/trv ///// (NVIlowham 'llil!) has heen 'liielK

illii'lfd lo
;

it l.ulks more prom men tl\ in "
I luha- the

(reenwood Tree " and other oT the series; hut there
ire c<;rtain relerences to it in the present \-olume.
As I)athshel,,a ,uid I'roy are slowly driving- up the hill

li-om C\is/,r/'jy]/:_;r M.n'ket thev meet l-'anny, at that
hour on her w.iy to dv I nion W'e.-khouse. '( )ver this
hill passes Holdwood as he walks to ij- L;aol.

With S/niioii A/>/)(ts the ima-inativelv tre.ited
Sherl)orne— we havi- little to do here, saxc' that the
turnpike house which still stands at the top of the hill

leadiUL;- down into the town marks the spot win re
Oak and Co'^^^an overtake iiathshelKi when slit,' is on
iier way to Dath to meet Irov.

Hath, accordiiiL; to ("ain)' I kill, j'ossusscd " j^^reat

^lass windows to the shops, and -real clouds in the
skv, lull ol rain, and old wooden trees in the conntr\-
n)imd." IkithshelM was married here, also l.adv
ConslaiUiiK' in " I'wo on ,: Towaa- " of which anoii.

Liilworth (. o\-e— in the phraseolo^^^y of our .author
I.iu\/cad in- /,ii/:.'ni,/ CiK'c is a liack'^round for one
'"'.'^ '•ne (;, ^). id-ov reaches this wonderful little

'';''-'iii ';'Mt in I'V ro( ks the d,iy f,,ll,,wiiirr his visit to
[anny's ,-ra\e, and L;(Hsont for ,i swim.

'

\\V read of
his o.in^ laii-iu i:i the (urnait and carried ..ul from
the shcn-c. • I'ar in the distance Hudmouth l.iv upon
the sea." '

'

A iresh liackL:roimd c onie^ ixdore us when ISath
sh(d)a -oes to the f dr at O'/vv ////// i v> I. H we visit
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Till". Wl'SSi.X OI- THOMAS HARDY
\\'""llMny Mill, ,l(.v li) |;,Tc Kc-is, ,M1 SrptcllllHT
•'"'

-''^':A^''
^'I'^'l ncfiA-' ,m cxrcllciu iiiiprc^sion of

till- • Xijlli \'(i\_.,,i,m1 i,\ Soiilli WcsscN." The site
iiMi-ks an , indent liriiish, or I Icl-ic- I'.ritish. ( ,ini|).

I lif l.iii- is s.iid to li,L\i- liccii sl,irtcil !>)• a certain
jMiknian ulio, wliile passin- near the hill, uas i.ui^ht
in .1 thinnlei-storni which (h-iiiched him and soaked
his pack. After the storm had passe. 1 o\er he ch'mhed
to the summit of the hill and spread !nA doth and
woollens to dr\. Some of the villagers from !!< re
l\'"-;is(hanccd to see the waving cloths and went up
out ol curiositv, with the result that thev pfomptly
purchased all I'he stock. On that same day in snhsc'-
• [uent yeai , the packman a-ain sou-hl ilu; hill-top,
havm- foimd it such a first-rate marketplace; hi.s

condiut was followed l.y other vendors; and in course
"t time an annual fair erew out of the chance visit ( ;j).When ;it its zenith the fair lasted for three weeks,
l)iit ,is markets Ijccame more common it gradually
decliiKHl into a short week, and finally to two days.
< )nc(; iuiL^c docks of shee|) and many cattle and horses
chanjj^ed hands, hut to-day tlKM'e is very little actual
Inismess done, and it is little more than ;'i i^athcriiiL; of
mere pie ,sur<'-s(;(;kL-rs

(
;.S). '[-h.; first dav of thc'lair

used to he known as " gentlefolks' d.iv ";' the last as
••p'H:k and-pemn- dav"

( ;,o). It is lierc^ we see Troy
an^am alter his temporary exit from the staye

; I^atli-
sheha, lloldwood. anil many other of our fi i. mis are
also present; and while on th<- road homewards
Hathsheha is su[)pos<'d to Li;iv(' I'.oldwood her con-
ditional promise to marr\ him.

We should like to find the cottai^e in which Oak
IS said to have lived, ,ind where liathsheha comes to
him, hut. like so many other cottai^es of that d.ite. it

has disappeared compJeteK-.
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Till' \vi:ssi:x oi* tiiomas hardy
olhf- ill I lironolouical scciuciu <•

:

'| h,' storv opens at
Miirv<;i i, I/, and il uc would find ilic spot whit li se'cms
to answer to the dcscrijitioii ^ivcn \\c must oo to tlic

ilovvnland ol ,oiiiluTn l!crkslii|-c, where hy dint of
much ihnil)iii- up and across the hilis ue shah at
Ifiioth come to the quiet village of (.reat I'awley, sel

dc;eply amidst the uiiihilations of a s])arsely populated
district, where the cultured land ha-, heen wrested from
llie wild at L^real pains on the part of the rec laimers.
1 lie name ot tile place at oiuc arrests on; attention
as jirovidiiiL; jude with his surname, a pl.ui ol our
author's which is by n.i pie ms unusual with him.

In Jul)- the downs ,ire -ay with their c.irpeiinL; ol"

llowcrs
; the ro.ids which liisec t tin hii-e tract of

l^rass-Iand .nx: white, olariiiuly white in tiie sunli-ht,
and th<: impalpable p.dhd dust of the c hali-.\ soil iTses
fn:ely at the slij^htest hint of ,i breeze, dn'at ImwIc)-
is n-re.it ()n]y in comparison to its lesser neighbour
Little l'".iwley, for in itself it is but a hamlet. If we
make our way to the upper |)art of the \illaui' we soon
step upon th.' (ireeii. .\ear its margin is an old well
(.[ I ) :

lien,' is a scliooMiouse
; there stands th(; church

;

and yonder is a coitaee. W,. liave to pull ourselves
up smartly, or we shall be declarin-- jiositively that
Mai-Vi^ntii is before our ey<'s, instead of onl\ tin-

plact- it symbolises. Ironi the Ure<ii we can catch
a ejlimpse of the H/oicii //o/im known locally as the
Red House wi'h the Ion- stretch of cultivated kind
slopin- up to it

(
( J).

Il IS here, at JA//;;;vvv7/, tiiat jude is supposed to
have passed^ the e.arly ye.irs of his life, in toil that
jarr-

'
on his sensiti\-e nature and in cii\ unistaiucs

that handic,ip|)ed him at (.'very turn in his strue-le
to attain to his ide.il, to reach I'li risliniuslcr. that'"cUv
ot perfection where the tree of knowled-c llourishec'l
—far to the northward beyond the hil!s'\hat encom-
passed the villa-e ,111(1 sh'ut it in fro a tlu; outside
world. In imiMin.ition we- S(_'e Jude takin- his first
step towards his enianciDa'ion ulit-n !:; ; I!:-!.. -.X...
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iiii; \\i;ssi;x oi i ii< ).m \s ii.\ki»\

hill iiiilil 111' rrarhc-^ tin- iii'^ii ni.ul

the ()M ridmiway. "the Irkiiiild

Ktiin.Lii Kd.nl throiiLili ihr dislrirt.'

.It It ^ |UI1(. tldll SVItll

Strict .iiul <iriL;iii,il

I he 1 ill! ir.K ku.i\
,

lUtw (^iilirrly !^iMss ^ruwii, is sliil pl.iinK \ isililc, sticicli-

iivj; across the (low iis imiil it scrms to incr;^c into tin iii

• iiul lo'ic its i(!ciuit\. Ix'MililiiL; tliis s|i«it, liiclc was
clo-^c to till- J)ro:cii lloiisi', ami l)\ nioimtiiiL; a laildcr

which stood against it In- was ahlr to m > in tl..- .skv

to ihi- northward the halo o| liL^lu which Iiiiiil; i \«.r

Christiuiiis/t r virttiall)' ()\lord. The lii.L^h mad
riiniiini4 ra'^lward still ioniis the dividing lint- which

sc])arat(..'s the ciilti\atcd arable land hoin th^ naliinil

downlaiul. jiisl ,is it did wlnii judc's hislor\' was

Ixmiil; untoldcd to lis.

A witlc and nia^nilicciit view is liflorr us on v\{-v\

liaiul at the simiinit ot the hill, and a jioinl Ahirh

cannot fail to striki- tlu; hchoKliT is its alooincss In a

sophistication, aiul the untraninirllcil naturr ot .dl li !•

surroundings. Surely the cin ironincnt is aptly ( |-i iscn,

for it would l)f ill just such natural coiuhtioiis that w

should expect a liiL^hly-struiiL; .md somewhat romantic

nature like th.it ot )iide to de\elop ,ilon!4' the lines

described, imhihiii!:;' str.inL;c, perhaps weird, ideas

reijjardiiiL; lite ; the commonpl.ice thiiiL^s ot (-verx' da\'

assumiiiL; proportions L^reater than the\' reall\ bore.

1 here is much ancient histor\- shut up within th(\se

hills, leading the most pros.iic mind to speiul.itc on

the peoples ot a byjjjone a_oc who mo\ctl .imon^st them
and hatl their bein<j; in the midst ot these Berkshire

u ildi-riK'sses.

Alli\\{sto)i (potentially W'antaL'e) now cl.iim^ our

attention, tor it was here that jud went tor a time a^

apprentice to .i stone-cutter. lO students ot' the

Wesse.x country \\ anlai;!; is interestiiiLi as beiivj^ th'-

birthplace of Kiiii; Altred in 849, lor to him is due

much ot the. credit ot makiiiL; WCssex what it is. In

the centre ot the m.irk(;t-place ,lands a larL;<- statue

to his memory (43). 1 lie orii^in ot' its tictilious name
becomes clear to us winii we reaiise tin- connection

.,8



•jUDi' I11I-: oiLSLUkr:

42.—Till-: kii. II..LM r, \nv

I,! - U \M \ijh.

49



I III-, w i:>^i:.\ oi' iiioMA^ iiAkDV

()| llic jil.ii (• w nil th<- i>M \\ csM'x nili|-. ( UlKr lli.iii

ihf low a ilM'it ,is ,1 u liolr I here is liit'n <li t.iil tn i '.liiii

11^, and \\i' sdoii turn Dur stips !< iw ,ii > I-. ( i i^-^a^ii/iu'.

A I liii' i^ .;i\i'ii til Us [Hisiiidii ii: ii;_^.iril til W .intas^c

ail'l (irr.lt I .l\\lc\, .lllcl wllrll <iur M-,n( h takes IIS 1(1

tlif litlji- \illaei' ot Lctromlic I'la^siit \\i' (|iai kl\'

rcalisr its (lux- a|i|ii'o\iinatii>n tn tin- ( / < v\m'////'< oI

tllL- sl(ii'\. It is a iMii:_;h 1 1 ai k tiiitlu'i' IrnDi (ircil

Fawlcy aii'l ililtn nil lo Imd, I'Ul tjii' \ iliau;'- is easily

rca< hcil Iroin Waiitawc li\ ihc diri ( l roatl. Altrr uc
strike the ri\er and IdHou lieside it ler a sIkuI while

wc; (dim; ii|Hin a pu Un'es([iie ihatilied (

(

itta^e si.uidinLj

rijj^hl .inione the walerc icss l)eds(.}4); and ai^ain we
see the ai)|)()sileness ot its (dined name. The collaj^e

seems somehow tamiliar to us, and it does nol re(Hiin;

much sireti h oi taiu \- to |ii('ture AiMhelki .ind her

ha[i|»\'-H() hu k\' parents as its on(c iiihaltitaius, so

L^ood a moilel is it lor our .uithor's (les( ripiion. Mere,

at Cirssioiiil'C, was the tirst .uid odd meetin;^ ot
) udc

,ind Araheha, a meeting' destined to colour the uhole
ol his tulure lite.

Helore we have this vicinity to disco\-er the next

l)ack-scene we sliall ?):irMrilK; \>i^h til t,,id that " luiielv

roadside cottage hetwcen the llrown House; and

M.ir\L;reen, ' where |ude lived alter his marriaee.

l)Ut h(.'rc- wc meet with disappointment; real as it

has been and as it is rememliered st.ir\i,-d tir-trees

and all -it was completelv destiov'ed 1)\' tire some
twent\' years ai^o, and onl\ the site on which it stood

can now he pointed out Ia the local residents.

If we lollow in [udes wake wc shall i oiiie to

C'/iri\liiiii/s/(r \\\ ahout fifteen iinles ( .| ^ I. A greater

contrast than that offered lietueen the i aim isolation

ot Marv^ircii and the throneetl street^ of ( hrishniii tcr

it would he hard to imagine. W t; see |ude makiii'^

his wa\' thitiicr with hope heatine- strons..,d\' in hi'-

heart. " lie now paused at the top of .i crooked and

i^t'iitle d(,'cli\-itv, and obtained his first ne.w \iew cl

the citw ( ire\--stoned and (lun-roole(.l, it sto(jd within
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Till-: WF.SSF.X Ol' rilOMAS ii.ARnv

hail ()l the W'cssfx hdi'ilcr. 1 he aclioii proceeds licrc

tor a coiisidfr.iMr time; il is al i'/niiii/iit^/cr, the

ciiy (Il his (h'cains. tlial jiulr learns some ol the

hitlcrest le.-^sons ol" lile. ( )| the lael that ( ).\tor(l

lMc)\iil(i! our aulh( . with an outline troni which was

painted C// rr\/iuiii>/cr we can ha\e hut liltle douht
:

many o! liie individual l-alures nienlioned arc-

reco^nisahle al a elamc, and \\<' need h.i\i- no

compunction in c laimiuL; the C( inclalion.

it was al lour cClock one m<"i"mni;, when the

streets were eniircK' deserted, ihal the present writer

stalled to exploie the i it\ with a \ iew ol idenlilxinL^

the leal with llie arlilicaal .i time of da\- emineiuly

suited to the pur|Jose. I'erii.ips 1 1 iidi StrcM'l m.iv

seem lamiliar lo us as Cliut Sliwt; Merlon Streel,

witii its c:ol)liled i-,i\'in!j, as the e(|ui\aleiit ol iVd 1 iiiu

Sl}-i.\l\ ( ,irl.i\ is uiuieniablv the- l»eL;ettei' ol 1-onr

\\'a\s\ ( hrisl Church lirini^s \i:-duial College to our

minils ; while C orpus (hristi, or Ni-w, is sulislaiilially

Sai lopliai^iis. I liere can he no douhl that the Church
o| St. .Mar\--lhe \'ir!_;in is identical wilh " tiie Cduirch

with the Italian I'oi'ch'' (.)o|; nor need we hesitate

to clisc:c:rn in tin- Sheldoiuan l healre, "the circular

theatre' with ihal wi-ll-kiiowi; l.mlern ahoxc it,' one;

ol Wrens m.i^lerpieees, ,nid more or Ic'is sUL;L;cslecl

1)_\ llie .inc'ent 'ite.itr'' ot Marccllus ,il Rome.
With thes( fci'in-es helore us we sh.dl tmd litlic

diltii ully in lollouin^ jude ,uid the oiln r c haraclei's ,is

they mo\ e at Toss the staj^e al Cliriyl ))ii>;>U r. id

altenipt ;ui\- ade(juate dest:riplion ot the town and ils

,u"(diileiture would o(cup\ lar more sp.ue than need

lie allotted hei'e : all such particulars c.m he ^^Icaned

from the v.u'ious histories ,ind ijuides re.uliK' ohtaiii-

ahle. Here |ude tirsl met Sue--al
111 I) road Slreet where llic Mart)
cross in the pa\cment m.irks it sti

I . ominous spot

rs were lunn I. I

Slioillv alter wi- first licianie interested in Llin--l-

)i/iiis/( r \\i- renew acciuainlanc e with 'hlllol .on m ihf

school house ,it /.iiiu^il'i'i! Il we M(i t(. the Vlllai'e dl

3-
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riii- \vi:ssi-..\ oi- tiiomas ii.\Rnv

I. uimior \\r >li,ill Im'i ihc ni-i-iral ^i IkuiI-Ik nisc Imm
^^lii'.i l'hili( it-^Mii s nsulciKc u.is more or less dr. iwn

(4; ). \i) s[)fi i,ill\ im|i(M t.ml cpisodfs l.ilsi- pl.u <• here,
.md Hill- atl'i'ticii is sddii di\cricd to an cx.miination of
tli'it ii'\ "i wiiiili ilic coimtrrlcii namr is Mi /< //c.^/cr.

W r lia\c already d(( i.icd in a tdrincr rliaiilcr that,

'"'" ill*' |iiir|Miscs {it our idli' waiidi'riii^. Salisliiir\- inav
'" l.lkcll to rr|,rcsr|ll .]/,/,/',-^/ri-. jl would 1)(' .MSV
lo Willi' voiiinics u\\ ihr history of iliis aiui'-iil citv',

I'lil i' iiiHsi siitluc lis now to cxaniiiif (ail\- such.

indi\idiial tcaturcs as m i nr in the slor\ . It is licic

that Sue is supposed to I oinr when she joins the
" MeKhester Xornial School." 'Idle hiiildiiiL; which
sui^-ested the school is still a training colh-^ie, and
stands just outside the Close tacin^ ilie w* stern end ot

the (.'atheilral ( pS). The hack of liie house -ives reaily
access to tlw n\er liv jiassin- down the leii'^ih of the
:-;''i''l''ii- " ll was an aiudeni editice of the lifieeiuh

leniiiry, once a palace, n,,\v a Irainin- school, with
niiillioned and tr.uisoined windows, and a court\ard in

Irop.t shut in from the road I»v a. wall " thus our
Mithor. AmI il we ( hoose to compare his descriiHioii
with the ori!_;inal wc shall find il exact, saxdipu in one
or two minor details. I he wall is now represented hy
iron railin-s, and llie courtyard has heeu' iransfornied
mio .1 lawn. The oki huildinL; is honoured w itli the
l^host ot the mnrdered I )nke ot' l)eek;n).;haiii a cause
ol creepiiiess at n!L;l:Is to the ihreesiore youn^" wonKii
in tr,iinini_; ihare.

\ ery s<,on after Sin's arrival jiide takes up his

(inarter, in the loun. where he is said to ha\<' (]iii( klv
ohtained the work on which he had set his heart—
• lh<' Lathedr.d repairs," ( The luiiidinL^ w as rcMored
li\- Sir ( lilliei"! Scoti !ietwei-n 1 Nji^ and I SSc, and manv

the inest;orkmen employe, I. ) Mciilhstcr ("athedral.
L;race!ul arcliiiectiiral

several 1 if till' W'essex \
pile m I'.noland, lisjiires in

X .Xovels, hut IS too wc cnown
to need any elalior.ite description here (40). It w il

'" reierretl to a-ain in a liter chapter. Hesitles the

5 4
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t .itlicdr.il ,iiul its Close, our alKMuion is InrtlRtr cl.iiiiH-d

li\' the Xorlh (l.itc Ic.iiliii" into I liLjh Street (50) ; the
M.irkit-house, ami ilie'-(,re\ Teri leiulii ul ir Chunh
w illi .1 low |iii( hed roof- the Church ot St. I'hoin.is "

ii) which Sue's ni.irria-e with Phiholsoii is suihioschI
to h i\c taken jiLue. I !,ese, tiguriii- uiuler th.'ir real
names, are easily stiulirtl (51).

hrom whichever direciion we approacli Salisburx,
the s])ire ol the Cathedral the hi-iiest in the coii.itry—forces itsell upon (lur \iew lon^ hetorc we hecduie
.iw.ireot hnnian hahitations. j he town larries w ithiii

it'-'lt an old-world atnios])here which i-. 'tronL;'\-

intensiii.'d on market d.iws 1)\- the presence of the
• onnlr)- people who llock in from the surroiiiidaio
\illai4cs. and liy the snatches otdialect w hich 'reak
tortli on all sides ,rs we pass tlirou-h the thr. i^^ed

market >. jnare.

We ,n-e led to regard it as a d.iy of nun h import-
am e when jude and Sue; spentl their holiday in \ isitiiiL;

\\ ardom- Castle- - tiL,r(n-iii:^r under its rii^^htlul name. To
the arch.eoloL^ist the somewhat •,c\-ei-<' Coriiuhi.iii
iHiildin- is less interesting than the old c.cstle ncu".
surrounded hy its iiM^nifK eni trees, hut now in utter
'"iiin. Idle chiel iiiter<'st in the more modern luiildin'.;

lies in its [>ictnre-i;a!lerics, well known to nio.t lo\'ers
ol art. ,uid mark<'(l hy the preponderance of the i Lilian
School. We c.nmol locali- detinitelv til- cottaj^c; in

wiiic h the wcelless pair are s.n'd to lia\-e stayed the:

niL;lu, tlionuh wc may surmise that it la\- i •ar Cdiii k-
lade Ridwe or (diilmark Down, in the direction of
\\yl\e Station, from which placcj or Cadiord the \ had
inliiidi'd to take train.

i he ki in!i-//>ria'xc of tin- story suL;,i;ests \euhiir\
(sJ). Ilei-e li\'ed the composer of the Inmn that so
haunted Jude; hi-, journey thither, and the sense of
dis,ip|)ointmeii[ with the man which it hrouiyht. forms
an incisive episode in jiide's carei r. With h'ii.'iirt-

/>ni(or \\(t shall have more- to do anon
riu: action now shifts to S/ias/on (tNpical of Sh.ifles

5f'
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I III'. \vi-:ssi-x ()!• riioMAs hardy
I'liiN). i'lir aiu iciil lliitisli I'.ill.iiliuir . . . u.i., ,iikI

i'-. Ill U^'lt ihr city (it I ii-'Min. s,i\s our .mtliMr. I|

\\i- I "iiijMi'c the iliM ri|)ti(iii ^i\ en in I he Ihi, ik with tin'

I ll(( t ulr.ili is piddurcd 1)11 lis l)\ .1 iMinMc iliroiiL^li

the town, we sImII lie struck with thr r\.|( liic-,s (it

ins i !'!i!!'Mt!( 'i\ I In r'- I-., lit iiiiii-'-. lii(la\ ilif in

(•Hii^riiDii-., !>! iiiliii- dl" the iiM ami lii'' ii-'u. Imi iiiidcr

til'' \'cii'ci' (1, miitlirii iraiisriHitatKiiis ((111 -ciiii'-iil on ,i

siiiril (>l ( oinnicrriahsm u" can still a] •]iri( iatc its

aiu i'-iii liisioiii interests. " \'a^iie inia'^iniiiL^s of its

castle, iis tliree iiiiiit--, its 111,1!^ n

i

IU( Ml t apsiilal AMiew
the chiel L;l('r\ ol SiHith \\'»;ss(t.v, its twelve ciinrclies,

il-. siinnes, ( liaiitries. Iiiis|iiia]s . . . ail now ruthlessly
^uejjt aua\- throw the \ isitor, even against his will,

into a jieiisnt: nielanchoU-.
, .

." \'e^, S//(r-/('// a

hist(a-ic contraction ot' Shal'teslnirw li\- il-.e \\a\ to (la\

shows Us Inil the skelelo i ol what il was in the Middle
AjL^es, and. there is a spirit oi iionoc Livm still at work
whioh must, ,ilas, result in lurther de;.;' id.itioii to the
ancient leatun s ot the old town (5:;).

Its position, raised hi^h aliox'e the encoinpiassiiiL;

liiacknioor \ ,ile. ei\rs it an ini|iosin'_; ajipearance, and
Iron: it extends a siipiad) \iew into the atljoininL;

counties. l''roin whatever dirc'clion the wind niav
Mow, it smites tha- town with a \ ieour th.il threaten^
t'l swee|i il troin oil' its pedest.d. ••

It was to this

i)ree/\ and whimsical spot that Itide ascended ' when
he came to \isit .Sue. now Mrs. I'hillotson. at tht,- schcjol-

h"iise. I hey li\''d in the lioiise laiown .is ( )l(l-C,ro\i'

or "( )liU ;ro\c s ri.K ',' still to lie seen .--tandinu almost
opjHisite tl;e --.chool i;.)). i he iiuildliie- dales hack
to the e,n-!y i^'rl ot the si,\ieenili century, and <'ontains
some interesting; W( lod-t arx-in-. The "Ahhey Walk"
|)asses in trunt of the school, ,uid leads towards the
walls thai lace south. ()\ the Ahhey itself, attached
to what was perhaps the wealthiest iiuiiner\- in the
country, nothiiiL^ re.,.."'. , e.xcpt tlu' uins of the walls
which enclosed it, althoueh the foundations of tin

AhbiA- Chiircli and other relics arc lo be seen.

5S
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iiii \\'i:ssi:x oi- riioMAs iiardn-

' 'fll''l' liMllirr-, wlliill |-c(ri\r (ii|-^(ir\- notiic .irr ihc
I'lil^''-- Ann, Moi.-l ill the M.irkrt' ri.uc. Hlmport
SU'cct, .ind "ihc \(iM imIiIc -r,i\(_\.ii(l ,<\ I riiiitN

Clnircli, with its avenue-, ot liiiifs," [(rrMnir.! inult/i-

tiicir ac iw.il 11, lines.

Ahiioii^h there ,ire traces of Ilrilish aiul Koinan
(i( rii|Mtii.ii in the immediate iietL^'hhdiiriK hxI, Shal'tes-
'"ii'\' ha. Mo hi^tnry antermr to Saxdii linii , when it

W.is a plaee' ol i i iiisidi imI ilc iin| )i irtaiu e. I.eL^emlarx
accdiint, CDiiiieet the tuuii with the date ol Kin^
Solomon. To-i thei- witi; I )()!-( hester. Ilridpori, and
W M-'liam, it loim-'d on- ol the lour ro\al horoii^hs
"I I 'or-ii-i. 1 h<' industries tarried on m the town in

the seveiiteeiitli eeniMiN the mainira( tiires oT leatlier,

worsKxls, and l.iittons ha\-e now lompleteK died out.

'
" '' I'l'lej spate our i li.nMcters ,ire 1m(|^ ,it

J/(ir\t^/\iii, where we read ot' Jiide's ah<nation from
orlhotlo.xy .uid tlie ImrniiiL;- o| his oiuc treasured
posscs.sions

;
" jerem\- TaxK.r, Ihiller, 1 )od,h-idce,

l'a!e\-. Xewinaii ,md the rest liad L;one to aslie.s."

I his aher.ilion in his priiuiples conu-s ahnost con-
comitaiuK with liiat in .Sue's, which now leads her to
entreat I'hillotson to sanction her le.udn- him and
j' inm- Jude. A. th- direct result of this re(|iiesl

we picture him -oin- , , I.LdJcutoii to (onl'er witli liis

Jrieiid Ciliin-ham. •'Leaxin- Dimclille Mill on the
''''

• •
he crossed a Irihuiary ot the .Stoiir, and

re.iched I.eddenton." It would seem lo accord widi
the httlt' town ot ('.illiiie;hani, wished |>v the river
'''''l''"'i, or l.oddon. th'' Irieiid s name L;i\in'.^ lis a
lurther (hie to the ideiuit\ of liie plate. \\^ this
townl'-t there is no other interest attaching.

It seems impossihle to conjure up am- spark of
ronianiitism in re-anl to that eminentlv commercial
town Ke.itlin-. \'ct it is an old town, antl it is there
that We must turn in order to loHow the tpieer pair.
A/dbrickliaiii w.is doiiht' ess tirawn Iroin Keadmc
IS esseiitiall\ a )iace ot pro-ress. ot constant alteration:-
ullcrel))- most oj its ancient interests ha\c 1

(so

)econie
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I in: wi'.^si.x ( )i I Nomas h \r\)\

<lUllvl\ slir.MliK (1 l,\ liiC pies, IH i||. In ,1. lira, ss, \\C
llinl II im|,..ssll)lf I,) I.H-af ill.- linilM- 111 uill, ll lli.lc

•""' "^'i'' liv<<l S.I \i)U'^_ ,111,1 uli, p ll,- ,.,iii,,l ,„, Ins
\\"il- •'' •' iiK'iiiim. 111,11 ni.i^,,!,. Ill,:, .n,- limnlr.ds
ol siK h linusr s ill such str.'<-is. Ih.. (icor^c ||,,t,I
iicisilv iiii( ()\crril. In >u(\(|- ( ^ ^ ).

Stoki- luirchi/ls ,\ inl.dlisiiio |!,isin-si( .!,, is our
'>''"^t pl.illcnii. ll Is ,111 ,|,H i.iit |,|,i,c, ,1,1,1 u,!-, ..n.c
'I' "" ' ii|'"i"ii l'\ tli<- l\nin,ms, I. in li.r,-, (,„,. u,. rin,]

null nj^nt cm.uhx.' ,iIu r,iti( .iis. ( )iir .milmr s.,_\s

"' " :
"ll ^l. in. U with its -.iiiiit, mi.ittr.i. ii\ <, aiu ir'iit

' '""' !' 'll"! H-^ 11. w n-.lhrick siil.iirh. .iiiii.l ili.- ..p.-ii

(li.ilk-s..il.'.l (onil.in.ls. Tlir 111. , si l,iinili,ir ..l.j.-. i in
Stiikc i;,ii(l)iils ni>u.i.l.i\s is its (<-mi-t.i\, siaii.linu
.IIIMII- s.Mll.- |.i( llir.'s.|ll.- Ill.di,! \,,1 iiiiiis 'l..'si.lf th'r

I'lilu.iy.
. . ,

I Ik- miili,! ,,il iiiin-. r. Ici I. .1 t(i .ire .ill

th.it i.iii.iins ol th.- < li.ip.l ,1 th- I l.,lv ( .lio.t h was
'"'"I'l-'l ii> l^-,^. I'Hl ill l.'s-. ill, 111 ,'i ..•iil;ir\ It lost
Us r.iDwii. jiid,- i-, sii|,|,os<'('. Ki li,i\.- i,ik.'n .Sii.' ,111.1

iIh' Ih'\ l.> I'.asiii-sloki' III s.-.' th.- a-ri< iilinr,il sh.iu,
uli<-ii th.-y ucri- r('C<iL;iiis.-,l |,y Arak.-Il.i .ni.l i,.|-

liiisk.ni.l.

^

I her.' is II. 1 <lisiincli\ .- liaiiu- -i i en 1. 1 tin- . luirt li al
uhii-h jii.li- ,111.1 Sii.- w, r. w.nkin- is .1.-. . uMt. ir-, aii.l

ih.- .inly -iii.l.' u.- h i\.- i.i ii> |,..s,imii i-. tju_. in.li, ,ai.in
that 11 la\ s.iiiic lu.) mil.--, oiit ol th.- town .m.l .u n.i

-r.-at (list, in..- Inmi th<- mII,!.;.- .it" (,a\)iifaJ. This
Mllai;.-, a-, \\<-lI as th.- town .il . Hiiinu k/'iam, (dines
lirtor,- 11. ,iu,,iii in th.- -.t.u-y .-iitill.-.l " 'I'h.- Son's \'.-to

"

T^'""-
"' '-if';'^ '-itti'- Inini.-s, and th.-n- w.- kl.-iitiK

it ;is liii- In tilioiis ]ir(-s.-ntnii-nt ol Sliinli.-I.l, a \ illai^i-

IvdiiL; a t.-w miles to th.- south, ol k.,i,iin-. jii.l.'^'s

'lisch.iri;.' Iroiii his work ,ii iliis i Imn h m.irks th.-

il.-ilinali.in of th.-ir l.irtiiii.-s, and Inmi that tini.- th.-n-
. "111111, -lU'-l lor th.-iii .1 ••shlltiii-, ,ilin..st iiomadi.-.
li'''- 1 iii-ir u.inii.-riii- Iroiii [il.u.- t.. |ii,i(.- in s.-.ir. Ii

<il w.irk l,i~.t.-d l,ir two \c,irs .iii.l .i h.ilt, uh.ii u,- p.-i,;

i>t him •• slMpiiiL;- liu- mullioiis dt a (nuntrv mansion.
sunu-tiincs sfiiiii- th,- i,ar.ii..-i .if .i loun-liall, som.-

OJ
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Till' WKSSKX OV THOMAS IIARDN'

imics ashlariiiMr an hdicl ai Sandl
soiiu'linics a imiscuiii al Casici-1

>(>ui-iic ( I )(>iii-iii-ni()iali I,

soinciiiiU'S as lar down as ilxoiil.drv

)n(li_;f ( 1 )()ri lii'stcr),

imics at Stlike- l>ar(:hills

he was at KcniicthridL'C (Xcul
t>asiiiLr.st(jk,-).

• Nfttr), some
.at< r stil

this last place that Ar,

)iir\-

li-iclla comes a-'.iiii on tl

ami liiids Sm

It I., at

e Staije,

< )ni- intiTesl

selliiiM- cakes at a stall in the I', iir.

now i-<-\crts to C/iri<liiii]!<tt

i)( )\

I lere,

<• siene- the

rather I mie is

)one liecause we

m the temporary lod-in-, that -niCNom
lianoin- of the children l,y the

'

sn|)p()sed to have l.ecn enacted
an' too menny'Avas the pencilled line he l.-ft behind to

ollouin- closi'Iy oil tin's tr..L;edy

\Mii-kinL; in the

J
ndi- s ( )iitlook

•^ pa'^ani.-.m imiL^es

explain his action.

we. learn of the

minds of our two princi]

on lile now Iieconies heterodox
; Sn,

;reat change w !u( h is

lal characters.

into orliio(lox\',

church of .S7. SiU
lea(hnL; lier t

IS lor mtuhialion or

o enter h-eijiientK- tl

I his church was said to 1

)ra\cr.

e SItuateil 111 \\\r most
populous (hstrict ol the cit\-, termed J'nc! sliJni. X
;ives MS a clue to its whereabout
shows to 11^ that r>

US
s, and a little search

>ii>\\iu'lia IS pro!

Jericho, wh'le the church of Si. S
laoiy a

| iMudoiix in

il)as (desii^iKlikeness ot St. iJ.irn

the late Sir Arthur Hlonitie

author studieil Architectur
k.A.

//./^ IS in the

li\ thie wa\-. li\

with whom our

J/,

lillotson is now hac k at his oUl sell odi house at
trvi'ircit, and m

thith

ortler to n lom him Si
er- -hy tr.un to . \ /I )\d>.toii, il

villaere, and walkniij th

le L;oes

I'iviiiw near to the

She cr

e reniamder ol th '• ui-.tancr
osseil i)v till' well an 11 under the tl (( s to the

I

^ide (^(j). 1
lu-ett)- new school on the other
morninj; ^ees them re-married in the new i hiircli which

le lolJowin<.

stands hut a siiort dist.mce from i

mmedialely tolIowin<4 this excn
n- S( hooidiouse

( ^-).

jude's reunion with Aral
the ta\(rn w lieivai sh

t we are tt

K'lia. Si le disco\-( rs liim
e was (Mice a

Wf cannot locat t" delinitel\ ), an
harmaid (,i p!.:u

ilruni hen we see her leading him
04

'I aiils ill makiiiL' him
towards 111 r
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father's house, passing- ihc Martyr's Cross in Ih^ad

Street.

Iiule's h<Mltli now lieromes \v(irs(;. \\ (^ may tracl^

liiiii as he journeys Ijy rail to ^l/jrcdstoii aiid walks

tlie t'i\'e miles to MiirvQrcii. llere he iias an inter

\ieu with Sue; in tin; church, .md then we watch him

as he retraces his steps, lea\inj; hehind him the oli]

familiar footpath which led across "the fudds in whi'li

h<' had scart'd rooks as a boy," on past the /^roiri:

//oiiM\ crossiiiL^ the old Rid,L,rcway, till he comes in

the mdestone on which he hail car\'ed his nann; so

111,my years before. Idiere he spreads his bkuiket

on the \V(;t ;j;round and stops to rest awhile. "lie

passed the spot where, the i^ibbet of his ancestor and

Sue's had slooil, and descended the hill. " It is late

wdu!!! he .It len-th reaches Christviinstcr. At the;

station ht; is met by Arabella, antl we; s(;e; them passine

te)'M'ih(;r alonii the- stre'et bv "the sile;nt colleij;i;s.

Reminiscence's cre)\vd on him (5S).

e;

e;s

• Ihis is Old

Rid)rie'," he' says. " .\ntl this Sarcophaei^us ;
anel up that

lane ( "ro/ie;r anel d'udor ; anel all vlown there is (",u-din,'l

with its le)!!^ front, aiul its windows with lilted eye-

brows." If we; pass down St. .AKIate's .Street w

may st.uul awhile .md conjecture which of the colleg

beiore' us are most ,i[j[>re)priate'ly s(;rve;el by the lacti-

tieitis name;s oiu" author bestows e)n the'm. C'e:rtainly

we.' shall neit be; very wide; of the mark in supposini;

th.it Cardhiti! \s meire- e)r less reprcsentati\'e' ot Christ

Church, when the' e)th(;rs will n.iturally dreip inte) their

respe;ctive places.

The' action is ai^ain at Maryc^rccii te)r the last time';

anel the'ii L'/irisfminuter hokls us fe)r the fmal sc(;ne'.

It is the' ele.ith-be;d of jude'. The' henise' in which he'

fm.dl)- li\e;s, and in which he' elie's, we' canned Imd ;
it

was in the. central portion eif the; te)wn anel at nei preat

distance' freim the; Sh''Iile)nian Idu'atre (59). Let that

a[)pro\imatie)n suffice'; we; have' already torn the \'il

se»m(;what ruthlessly in <»ii'' e'lieleavour to discover the'

re'.d .mel te) make it contermineats with the counterfeit.
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"
I IIK Kill l;\ (!! Tin; XATIVK

I 111 .iciKiii oi this story is Imiitcd to .1 very cirtuin-
sirihcd area, so that ihr old dramati.: (lualitv iinit\- of
|>lac(' is deeply marked lliroui;h(u;t. 'Ihr hacki,aoiiiids

.iri' drawn essentially from Nature aiul few ol)j('ct.s of
an hili-ctural interest intrude. The <;haracler.s which
tiinire ,irc, with perhaps one e.\c(;ption. entirely in

harinon_\- with their einironment, and it would Ije

ditlu ult to imagine a more congruous settini^- for them
ill in that (;f /:';'(/,);/ Heath. This i)ook, which is deemed
h\ some to !)(• Mr. Hanly's masterpiece in prose,
L;i\ts us convincing proof of our author's a])preciation
ot, and sympath}- with, .\ature. It is Nature pure,
Nature simple, yet illimitable and m\st('rious,

/.•^<f()ii Ilcalli re[)resents that vast expanse of
iiiiiorjand which strc-tches, practically without a break,
trmn I )orchest<'r to l)ournemouth. Its natural, \\\\-

^

tamable wildness is the charm th.it makes it so siibth"

ittractive, lor it defies all attein[jls at subjugation —
'"~>t'"pt in a tew isolated s[>ots, and v\v\-\ \\\v\\ the
I'ltorts to cultivate it ha\-e in\-o]\-ed an amount of
labour .\\\v\ expenst- which is sc.ircely justified by the
'suits. It is uncoiujucreil and uncon(juerable by
i;.;riciiltur<\ and more immutable in character than
any other part of the W'l-ssex country (Oo).

10 those who appreciate it, the heatli is beautiful
11 hours of the day, whether in .sunlight or in

' . .uid ,11 all seasons of the year ; but if we wo;. Id

^7
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11 ip: \vi:s.si,x or tiiomas hardy

sec II 111 tin; ijjui.sc m wliirh ii ,ij)| icii'^ iii uu- IhioI

liclorc n> \\c must \-i;'\\ il .it ihc ' ir.msitiiui.il jmhiu o

Its iiiL:iitl\' i''>ll luti) (l.ii'kiK'ss ir \\c arc kiI

III i|)iicl\ (iiiiM lir s.iiil ti> iiiiilcrsiaiiil tluj liiMtli \\!i.)

li.iil ncii 1m-'1i ilii-rc ,il -an li ,t liim-. '

As i^ l^nnun lo i-(,i(liTs. llic (i-utrc .mil ap

Jiacioii ll,\itii in till' iiDNcl IS til' illy lull called

11 iiiiinl ()l lail the harrow troin whichKainharrow.

this is taken and nameil is not in the middle ol the

heaili lis a Iixil; w.i)'. Init iir.irly on the western edgt;.

Hut, a|i]),n'entiv In i;i\e mure ol the |_;ciieral ellect, it is

.issimi'd to lie sdiiieuhat l.irlher in, at snine similar

s[)ot where the outli)iik i -, more e\( hisively liealhland.

rile present Writer Diiee spent a iii^ht on the

harrow. arri\ini_,^ there iust helore the sun s.uik kehiml

the to[)S ot )alh;tr\' l-'ii's, .md watched as " the

obscuritv in the air and the olisciirit\' in the l.ind

(IosimI together in a liKn'k Iraterni/atioii towards which

i\." it was tluMi that an oneach aclvaneecl liall-w

looker could rasii the' I ull sii^nilicanee of its nnslerious

iiidi\ iihialit\' ; eould mari^ how "the- iilace hecamct lull

ot a watchlul iiueiitness : how '

slowlv to aw, ike and listcai. I

behind the water-mc.ulows th.it

' the he.ith appeared
he moon rose- from

reach c)ut widely on

both sides of the rixcr I'room, a crcimy liL;ht tioodiivj,

the i)ool wherein luistacia \'vc- was saitl to have been

ch-owiied, L;il(h'ii;4 tin- rool-ritl^U' ot the Quiet IWvnan

Inn, and inteiisih iiv'" "the sombre; stretch ol rounds

uid hollows" ^A whicdi the; he.ith was (:om| )oseci Al

WMS verv still, s.ivc' lor the occ-asional low ot a cow

Irom the \Mle beiicith. iiow Wrapped in ,i wiiidiiT^

sheet of white- mist. .\ii owl sailed bv on mulllccl

winiis, silhouetted cl.u-kl\" a'l.iiiist the moonlit sk\ :

ni; du h, iwlxs ,iiui I), Us darted hither and thithc

(ir.uhi.ilK' the hours pissed, until there seemed to

come a strumric; on the uaxrt of Nat. re. .md an ec:

fcclimr seemed to siiLTLT'-'st tliat "somethinsi was about

to Ikippen. A tie r a time the: tenseness eave: plac-e tc

a sense of rcla.xatioii : as though itself

68



"J -W AKI II \M 111-. \ i II.

(.1. — I'l liDLI 1( n\ \ III \ 1 II



Till' \Vi:SSi:.\ ol- I NOMAS il.\k|)\-

sliulouv liraih a] i(j(:,irr(l tu In- cniiscioiis lll.ll lllc

slr.iiii was p.isl, ami the hrcc/c uliii-h stole l;ciuI\ om
ot iIk' lliishiiiL; iMsl scriiinl to \,\\c walclicr likr a siL;h

<>t rdirt comm,; tortli Irom iis \'ci'\' ion-. .And lifhnM

it was (lawn. iliil \>>nj^ \)i-U>vc ihc laiiilcst i^liinnicr ol

(l.iyli^tu loiiih'-il thr sk\- ihi- hcroiii uaa'i- awake in

tile lll-cllimi) Wr.w 1)\ ill the (lirerlloil ot peacelu]

IUoo)iis l\)id\ and till \- M|-eanied liaTNli, i_;iitlnral vuf^
as tln-y ro-.e Irom the ii-ccv, ,,iid llcw down inio the

iinAtdaileii meadow.-, to lisli.

I'.L;(lon seldom wears the same a^pei i lor lone:

sensiti\e lo the >li-hti^t ehaiiL;!- ol atmos]iheri(

iiilhieiit'e. it seems to rdlict Natiii"e'> e\n-v- \-,(^ar\', to

ada[)t itseli a-, it were to Natiin^s e\er\ mootl. in

spriiiL; the predominant lone !.-> |)nr|ilish l)row n : in

Slimmer its |iiir|ile-ri-d hoilv-coloiir is patched uilli

!_;reen in e\-ery eoiuciv'alile shade ; in autumn it dis-

plays an oran^(; colonr-scheme ; while in winte-r we
find russet-hrow lis prewailiiiL;, thoii'_di tin- heather still

cirrii's sultR-ieiU purple tin^e to he reminiscent ot" tin-

summer pa^l, antl in the iiollows tli<' shadow^ .u'e Idiie-

lilack and tull of lustre.

it does not require a \(r\- vi\id imaeination to

picture the etteci whith /-'.odost ll,nlli must have had
on our author when we realise that nuiili of his earlv

lite was passed on lis \'ery marein ; nor can we he

surprised that he shoiiKl ha\-e ahsorhed the atmosphere
which lieloiiL^s to it. The active inlluence ot' the

heath is m irked in main ways \)\ its hearine- on the

(haraciers. lo I'.ustacia \\c it was a lorei^n land,

tor " lliidmouth (Wevmouih) was lit-r iiati\e place, ;i

fashioiiablf seaside resort at tlial date." To CKin
N'eohrieht it was home iisell'. "lake all the various

hates !t It 1)) I'aistacia \ye towards the heath and
tr.mslale tluan into lo\-es, and \ ou have the he.ul ot

CUin."
Practically all the incidents t.ike place on /^j^iion .

in its wild I'eiitre w.is enacted the mingled Irai^edx

ami iiimeds wimii made U]) the incs oi tile se\('rai
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t li.ir.u't'Ts—ainiil its aiicicnl I),iit()\vs, ils i iMl-T-liki;

pits, ils rushy pools, iiiulcr ils lichcn-shroiulctl llioriis,

oil ils licii^lus, ill ils valleys. Ihc hcalh toriiis a

hack_L;r(Hiiul tor many oi tint scenes in "The nvnasi-i,'
'•

'I'es.s ot' the lilJrherxilles," "The I'idtller of the

Keels," and several pieces ot nairati\i- \crse.

We will now proceed lo explore the heath and
\ii\\ sill h portions and teatiires as served tor llit;

iiii iL;ii!ali\-e [)la(es descahed ill the book. l»y lakin;^

ill'' London Koad out ot 1 )orcliester and JjearliiL; to

th-' ri^hl al llii- top of Stiiisiord llill we sliall tome,
11 the course oi tliree iiiiles, to a road LurniiiL; some-
what ahruptly lo the lett and le.ujm^ in due course to

I'uiKUelown. passin!^' Coomb- iMrlrees (sec tlie poem
I milled "\'eirhani Wood's .Story") on thi- wav. 1 his

load strikes us at once as beiuL; typical ot tfie " aij^cd

hiL;luva\- " aloni.; which C;iplain \'ye is supposed to

have been walkiiii.; when he was oxcrtaken by
I >i;^-ory Wnn, tlie Reildlem.in. " Hefore him stretched

ih'- loni;. laborious road, dry, em[)t\-, ami while. it

was ipiite open to the heath on each side, and bisected

ih ii \ast d.irk surlace like the partiiujdine imi a he.ad

"I bluk hair, diminishing and bending awa\- on tlu;

I'Mlhest hori/oii "

((J
1
).

It is rare nowatla)s to meet any ont; travelliii::; about
dii' country wdth rtuldh; to sell, but some twenty yt:ars

a'..;o an occasional \"endor iiiighl have been seen.

I'robably the last member ot' that class is an (dil woman
named Mary-Ann Ikill, who, w itli her ancient pony and
still more ancient vehitde, wends her solii.u-\- wav
i'Nroii;_;h I )orset .uul the adjoining; I'ountu-s, selling-

silver sand, peat, rt'ddle, and such like commodities.
Reddh.'. which is a red chalk, was once extensively
used by shepherds tor marking their sheep, and at one
lime t.iriiiers wer(; practically depentlent on the tra\-el-

ling Vendor I'or their suppli(^s.

Th(! " heath-cropp(!rs," tliosct hardy, shaggy animals
I'll drew the? Redtlleman's \an, wa^re once (jtiite

i ;.;:;; '1 i (Jii /i i^itOn / 1 iui /i , i_>ul .iff iM:\'cr scci) '"n )\\
^
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in.iiiil) iicrh.ips !>((, ni-,r m,in\ mI th,- .iiu irm idiumoii
"i''lils h.i\- I- lircDiiii' \i-it.'l III tl).- jiir,:-, (i| [lie m.iiior:

.\i(nr(liii;j to tl li- ll.lIIMtiV r, [\\f i\cilillcin.iii IkhI

1 I' i \ I ilcd ,1 |( iiu Il'-'I.IIK ( [ll,|t (i.l\ l|-( nil . h/>'/i/' in-\

w hull IS ,i|)| Ji'i )\im.i t-K \\,,i.-l i,i:n I. )ll(i\vin^ ,i rii:ii

wliiili woiiM h,i\c k, |j[ liiiii 111 si-Ill (i| ill,- li, ,itli th
Ulliili- \\,|\ I u' I ih I

!•( I, Hi ir( nil iirhaiii tW
I til'- /.••',/'

I > I ii< iiiii'

tl i\\ 11 en .-,-,(-, lllr \VX\ (Mitre II

rtinniii- im.stU ini il,r nii-i- nf ilw Inl

"// i\p,ms<-

Willi till

'i)i>!n \ ,illi\ 1)11 liii- li-li h.iiiii ,\\v\ till- r\ .]. 1 V ,ill

the n,!^lil li.iiiil, I !< I'ltiii' I Ml ki-cl l)\ ( , )\, inn

r\ nil

/ 1 . 1 1 n i I i , 1 r

to us 111 lar 111. ill tin- MaddiiiL: < I'l i\\ 1

1

W
liiiry ( ,istlc, ,111(1 iiiiicr l.iiiiiiii.iri^s uliich i 1.

iUlciitioii Iriini time tn time.

I .illicr-

iini diir

:t" we W ill loilou L',i|)t,iiii \\(- .iiiil till- Kcdillciii.iii

iis tlic\- piir^ur their u,i\. ue shall

the luiiiiih c

Ml ler the i.irpcsl as rein

s<-e I 111 ( ilir lett ilanil

ilU.'il Kainiiarriiu s, i.l uliiiii ue iiia\- (ini-

|ireseiu;iti\-e dl tile Kami lam lU

ol tlie stor_\, akh(>(iL;h ue art' iiu lined to surmise trom
certain sii!4^csti\'e desrri] itioiis tli.at, as u<- lia\ e alread\
li'"t'''l. ill <Hir iiiitlnir's imagination it stood in a more
central iiortion of /:";-,/,)// llcat/i : lor he s,i\ s ol' it :

his h()ss\ prolei tion ot e.irth

iiliied the loftiest

al)o\'e Its natur.il le\

;r< Hind ol the loneliest heiidit th;it

Ihi; iuMlh coiU.iiiieil.

ol this h('ather\- worl

lull. al)()\-e the hill rose th

t lornied th

.\1

e pole ami axis

io\ I- the pl.iin rose the

Alti

e hiirrou {(>:).

loii'ih the uor il harrou- denotes ii nionnd or
hillock ill Its most liter.il sense, the term is nou t-m-

ployccl almost <'\chisi\-(d\- to sii^nilv a luiri,

was on the top ot

la(c. It

Kamharrou- tn.it the liontin; was
;illilled 1 his method of ccrlchratinp hist orii: episodes
ot the pa-^t. which doiiPtI

times .and w;is directh' I'oiinecti

r(di<>ioiis nature, is nou scldoni setai.

•ss hat! Its orij,jin in prdiistorii

with ceremonies o|

\\ e sh.ill e\. inline

e ( onie to our ( luiplel'
' where it is .i^.iin the

he only other iiiumin.itioii uliich
concerns us just now is tiie Jutie iirc supposed to h,i\c

the harrow more i riticalK- when w
on the coiiiitr\ of " llie I )\ ii.ists.

scene ot .1 lire

^
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I mi: W I'.SSI'X ()! ! NOMAS II \k|)V

lii'i'ii li^^lui (1 1)\ I'.iisi.iii.i \\i- nil ,1 innii.id ill Irdiii ot

hrr ^r.iiull iili(r\ Ikmi.i- ,ii Mi\loi'iy Kitaf^—a s|iiii ili.ii

cm lie i^ui-^,-^1 (i ,ii Willi -,111111- cxactitiiili- .is Ix-iiiL; " .il

tin- innction ul two ( mii\crgiiig h.ink lim i s Id tin-

in Ml h 1 1| U.iiiil Mill lU .

Ill tile L;ri>iil' licrt; asscinhlfd comes llw kcikllc-

iiiaii, iiii|iiinnL; Lis vv.iv in lUtunh: - l-'.iui . .\\v\ iMiisiiijf

coiistf-ni.iiidii lt\ I'lM-ioii ot hi, icil attin- .iiul his rcal-

i-uii hkciii"is i<) thi- " I'f.l L;hi)st" scni 1)\ ihi- httlr !)oy

.111(1 <lrsi rihcd ii\- limolliy lMii'u.i\'. I l;i- .ipi i.nition

.ilarmcil Sus.m Niui-iU'h aUn, lor she " hi'l a tli'i-.nii

lasi iii_;ht m| ,1 I ir.it lis 111 Mil. I 111-, sii|irr-,iilioii-, (Irr.iil

calls to miiiil ail .luthi-iilii i .im- oI ,iii oM wi.in.iii who,

wh'Mi she wMs a ihiM, usnl to walk ihrn' iiiili-, iii^ht

ami moriiiiiL; across the heath to .ittenil school. 1 he

oIlK tluill^f she W.ls e\'fi- ",l-\(Mre(l o W.ls lest " .1

iliMth's-hi-ad -.lioiilil ,ili.;ht on her ami sm k her Mood !

It is ol)\ioiis ih.it this iiarmless nioili w.is in lur

eslim Uioll as daiieeroils ,1S (/c^lHih/u.^ I Itin--. the Mood
siickin;.; hat.

lollowiiiL.; the ghosts of the liVL^onc romjiaiiv as

they descend to the O'luf U'oii.'iii! I ini to "strike np a

hallel 111 Iront ot the married lolks door, \m- shall liiul

no loiiofr an inn Imt a dairy house, known to-da\' as
" Ihe I )ii( k.

'

( )nce ii|)on a linie it w.is " Ihe Wild
1 )m k Inn," and, earlier still, " Irav ellers' Rest. ' anil h,id

a secret hiviini_;-|>lace lor smiie;^led i^oods, 1 wo loose

ll()ord)oanls in the upper slorv i;;ave access to .1 ca\ it\

in the walls, umliscernilile Irom helow. Ihe inter-

iiietliate wmH wms .liter wards renio\ a-il, In it on the ceil i if,;

we can still ir.u:e the spot where tlie ojienliiL; once was.

I'.vidence ot the house h.uliiL; liecii ,i:i inn oriein.ilK

is shown 1)\ .1 little h.itch in the w.ill se| aratin^; the

p.irlour troin the kitchen. '1 hrou^h it niaiu' toamini;

pots ol ale ustal to pass at the lime when the SLor\' was
written (h:). '\\\v (hiict W'onuDi timires manv linu;s

m th«' course of the n.u'r.itive, as also in the short talc

entitled "The I'iddler of tlu; Reels." It should he

.uiiied that some te.itures ot Its description in the novel
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;iri' l>i)iiii\\i(l lioin .1 l,ii:^(ly similar inn " IIk; l\rd

l.ioii," (it Wiiiliitli aUi> once the hauiii ol' sinuj^glcrs,

ami a suj^j^cslivi; spot still.

Mis/o:'fr hiidf^ was suppose, 1 to l.c onl\ a sliorl

ilistancf Ircjiii l\ainl>arii)u. Nniliin^ (Ictiiiilc icniains
III mark wlicn' llir linu-,*' oii'^in ilK slimil, Iml we icail

thai dost; to it " tticrc uas ,i laiL;c pnol, hranjiil all

round by heather .md rushes." Sn( h a piml, aiisweriiiL;

t<i the (iescriptimi •^i\eii, iim\ |„- |(imiu1 to [lie ihirtli ol

the liarn lu s, (luse under a liaiik. The reniaiiis nl an
oId(l(isid iirirk Ixilii are i'l a hnllow mar. Mere nm-
.lUlhor iniaL;ine^ laisLuia \'\e tn li.ive resided the

charactiT described as tlie " raw ir..iterial dt .i Aw iiiit\
."

possessed oi " I'a-aii e\es, liill ol iKKlurn.il iiusteries."

.]//s/iK'</- uas the fictitious name L;iveii to a lew houses
\vlii( h were seattered upon tin- he.itl', in this localitx ;

hut heiiio iiiiill only of mud \/.r. i la\- nnxeil with chalk
.un\ held together with heath<M'-stems, lou!_;h L^i'asses,

straw, eti.), they ha\e coinpletelv disappeared. .\s

I'liiL; as the root is kept in oood repair these mud-walli d
houses will last tor a Imi'^ tinii-, Iml direciK tint

hecoines (leh-cli\c the walls liter, ill\ melt awaw This
method ol luiildini.; is now pr,iclically a lost art; \-er\

lew, e\cn ol the oilier l.ihourers. possess the n-cpiisiie

kiiowh'dwc .uul skill. The lir trees which h.icked the
dwellin;^ on .]/is/ii;i>- hiia/' ha\c likt-wise disa[)pear(;(l

liiirm-d in one ol the tires whii:h ravage the he.ith at

iiiiervals.

Hloo))is-J-'.ii(L the n,im(' L;ivcn to the home of the

\ eohritjjhts, w.is dr,i\vii from ,i f.irm-hoiise called
I'liioinpston, whiidi stands in a ,L;rass field just otf ihi;

aiari^iii of the heath in the direction of Lower I'xk k-
hainplon vilkige. hs Iront is much .illered now Irom
ihat ol the " irreijular. th.iiched house " of the sior\

,

iml the while palin^rs that once enclosed it ha\e dis-

npc-ared, hut \.\\vxv. still remani certain characteristics,

:
irticularly at the liack, which will serve to remind us

'it the tiuK? when the mummers were suuuos'.'d to h.-ivc

'
' 'd in the old oakdieamed room ,u.d pkucd ".Si.
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'nil- \vi:ss!:x m.- rnoM.xs hakdn'

{i« (;:;_;' aiul ilic I )r,io()n ' al llu: ( liristni.LS rcvrls ( 04

)

Mtiminiui;, di- Dioiiimiii^, was coiiinioii in in>'(iia\-ai

I'.ni^IaiKl, and was iirohaM) a siii-\ ival of the Kcinian

iiias(|u<Taili uliich look placr diiriiiL; llu- (irL;ii''- ol

Saturn, ilia. A ^jnirions iniHalidii, liitic nion- than a

Ijai'dily (in ihc (iri^in.il, was iKiasionalK nui \,\itii a

tcu years haik, Iml il;c pi-rli )nn,iiu i- \\,is nr\ci" !^i\iii

wilh liii- s'-rii iiisiirss uMial to it a (cnlin'V' or less aL^n.

1 lii'i'i- ai'c nian_\- c uriniis lonical pits on /;";(/('/,

//ill///, sonic lifiiiL; ot" threat il.'pih, .uid wiili alirupt,

rcoular sides. A ixpical om is that known as " C'lik

|ie|>|)tTs I)isn." neai- liriantspiiddle, and al no !.;i"eat

disianei Ironi the cottage wliicli \\c -.hall examine
latin- under tlie nanie o|" . I /i/i 1 :cor///. ( )ne ot' these
pits tonus the liackj^rouml tor a short scene when
Mr^. N eoliri;4ht and Thonia' '. eo to leather holK' tor

the decorations. It was at "the pLu'- where the
hollies _L;rew, which was in a (duiia! pit, so that the
tops ot the liCes ue|-c • dt nilU h alio\e the general
le\cl ol the |_;rounik" This is a \v\\ aiciirale descrip-
tion ot many such pits, .md w.is prohahK i.ikeii trom
no on(; in |),irticular.

The church at which Wilde\-e and Thom.i.sin were
su[)p()S(Hl to lie UiaiTied ma\- perhaps lie rej^arded as
J/f/AA^r/- (.Stinstoid ) to he reteired to more tuilv in

sul).sc(]uent chapters. It will lie reniendierecl that'the
arrane;enieiu to marry at . I no/i/./n-y had lalleii rhroneh,
but on the day newly appointed wr. see Thomasin
setting;' <iul to walk to the church, and appcuan- as

"a little ti<;ure wendine its w ,iy helw e. n the S( ratchinn
tur/e hushes .... a paled)lu<- siiol in ,1 vast lieki ol

natural Im'ou n.

Many ot the old-iim<' Wesst-.v customs mentioned
in the no\-els h,i\-e now heconic extinct, or nc-arh so,

hut one which still lloui-ishes with uu, tinted xieonr is

the " hair-cutluiL;'," retern-d to in the present stor\

.

I he hairways ot to-(ia\- ha\-e .akereii \r\\ little, their
meihoils ,ire still primilixc, ,uul almost ,un .Sund.n
moriiiuL;- we ni,i\- li^ht upon a similar scene to that

7t>
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'liir: \vi:ssi:x of tiiomas hakdn-

(lcsn'il)C(l in the hook hclorc us. Wf iii,i\' tlirn see

"llic \i( lim siltiiiL;' < ii a c hopiMiit^r-hlock . . . aivl ilic

iici(Mil)oiirs uossiioiu aroiiiul It was al till:-, tniiciioii

Ills (Icicr-loncdllial Cl)in joined ihc L,n"oii|), and mcni
ininalioii to " k(;iM) .i school as iitMr lu li'n\on as

|)( issihlc

AiioihI'T cpisotlt; winch iiUcrcsls iis is ihal of

Susan pnckiiiL; I'-Uslacia with a slockinL;-ii (((1 unih;
m cliui'i:i'.

r

on the supposition that she was a wi t(h.

Ills \\r\ in witchcraft w ill he noticed more liill\- in

a hitiire chai)ler, where we deal with llif storv entitled

I'he With erei.1 A nil. I he cnstoin ot "
1 ilood-iiraw

in- w.is supposeil to constilutt; the most etlective

remedv when a person was "overlooked l)\' another
ami it only llie witch's hlood c<nild he drawn iiothint.

turlher need Ije feared. Idiis practice- is resorietl t(

occasion, ul\' e\en now m
instances lia\e come

w esse.x, ami some authentic

•fore th

tin; past tew X'ears.

present writer withm

//</, /-/// is the hctitious name )t the cottaije

h CKm i>\ ni(

marriaec to I'. ustacia.

s suppos(!d to liave rented after lis

It was situated near a villatjc1!,-

ahout tiv<' miles ott " in ihct direction of /:as/ /:!^//(

it was at the- church in this villa- 'e that thev wiax

>;/

villaue.

married, and we \enlure to claim it as .\tfpuddle (0

lA/f ih IS in a loneh' silu.ition
; we. are t( )kl

w.is almost as lonel\ as

hut the fict thai it sto(

that I'.iistacia s LjraiuItati ler,

near a heath was ilisLJuised

It of hrs which <dmost (nclo.ied the

11 order to reach it, Clvm would ha\e t

pHMllKSCS.

r.iced jach

wards tor some distance the ro.ul »v whiih the

Keddleman hat 1 reached Raiiihari-oic from . I n^'/c/mrv.

Throui^h ,S/iiA-/iford. under C'lylle Clump a feat lire

occiirrmLT in the poem titled

—and tiiencc; alono the ol

N'eirh

w
i.mi W ooil s Storv
ire am \oad until

Moreton North Lodije was reacheil ; f

lurnine to the left hand, and
rom tluM'e a

a sul)se(iu(.'nt Ijearnn

to the left aL;ain, would lead directly to the cottae^e (60).

We now read ot the " \illan;e festivil\- " to which
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'ini, \vi:ssi:x oi" tiiomas n.AkDv

I'.llsl, ui.i ucin one ,ilt( rnooii ,mil iiv •I w llili:\c H.
itliTu ,ii'ils csi.drtrd her hi )iiicu arils ,is lar as Ihrooi)

("di'iHT, near \vhi(h place llic\' saw CKiii and I )i!'!j(ir\-

\ (nil !') ). w f arc iiiial)l<- Id loiat'' tli'' .uUi.il snot

\\!n-rc ilii' (lain 111'^ tonk place, Imt \\c i an rciuliK tmd
lhr(Hi|) ( Di'iicr llic iuintiim ot t<'iii" cross- ro. ids,

ot uliicli the northern ont; leads down the stei-|)

de(li\-it\ into the lianilel of TJirooii.

.et US lollow Mrs. N

hroihnu: ii.i\ in

eolu'lL'Ilt as slle eoes on a

u'n.K'0)iU.AuLiiist to \i at ( Km at AL
iu' snn liad branded tli(- v.liohj liealli with liis

mark. u'eil, weak, otten inistakin!.;' tli<' wav aiu

treiiueatU t.tkini_; u roni.'; p.iths. ^he i^ presently directed

to pursue an individu.d .ihead ol her, ami whom she

It len-tl 1 I'ecoeiiises ,is hei soil. .slle w.itches hnii

enter the coita^^e, ,nid thi-n stavs to rest awliue under
a iduni]) ot trees on .1 knoll; "the place was called

tile 1 )e\irs llellows." I'roljahly such a knoll existed

at the lime ot the narrative, l)ut \\v. cannot now mark
its site with e\,u'tness. It was on her return jonriiev

th.it, W(\d< .nid tireikout, she collaps(xl and lav on the

^rround near the p.itli. Wvxv. Clym fmds her later

in th(' ^\.\\ as lie is walking towards JWooiiis/tiu/.

and we see him carryine; her unconscious form and
la\ ini; it down in the hut " built ot clods and covered
with thin tur\-es. ' .She had been bitten on her ankle

r, and the reimnlv siii/i'ested b\' Sam wasl)\' ai; ,i(l(|(

duK' tried. \ ou must rub the place with the tat

ot other adders, .uid the onl\" way to L,^et that is bv

tVvins^ them, ' he saitl. Dut in spite ot all their ettorts

she dies shi il'tK .

This r<MneiK-. as our author points out, is a \v.v\

ancient one

occasioiiahx' resortt-d to.

It IS still spoken ol m W'essex, and
Xatur.illy, science ol the

presiait d.iv would S'dtt ,it siu ; an "old woman's"
s[)ecit"ic. bill ne\-ertheless there .u-e instances on record

where it has been known to elicit, or aid in, a cure.

The scp.iration ol mental and physical phenomena
n t t- 1 t- 1 1 \

.^o
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imi)()SMi 'ic ih.it llicrc nia\- I )(• a material ( (Tcct in a
rrincdy 111 which taith |)Ia\s a prominent part.

A Iresn hat k'^roiiiul is hetdrc ns in il ic scene ot

aiiotiier tratretlx' Sh.uKvater W ir h.ul at Its toot

a larL^e circular pool, titty leei in (liameter, into whii h
liic water flowed throiiL;h ten iar^e hatches. " The
.< m il weir wliich provided onr author with his model
iiia\- lie loimd 111 tile meadows netimd W oodsionl
Cast! e, and It I an lie re iiclu'd either from that place

68.—TiiK \\i IK, \\( U'Miiki. Mr.Mii'U-

'r hy .1 laiK- leadiii- from the (]nic( ]]'oiiiaii (oS). Jt

lakes il ;e Wlloje water ol th e ri\-er I- room.
siiinnier uiMther, when the raini III IS a>w, the water

111 e\'eii
""rely i^hdes throu-h tlie hatches in a cai
"^ire.mi, ilic sun shiniiiL; ihroiioh tl

iiliiininalinij; the urav"eiieti i

I'ii.ij is a i)oilin<>; cauldron, ti

le clear w.iler and
'Ottom

: lull in winter th(!

u; llood ot water rushes
Willi tcrntu

Tl

!irce, iiie ixioi IS CO, lied with
lerc lias heeii \cr\- litti

tunc when, ace
WHa driAvn;

loam.
<• chan-e here since the

ordiiiL: I" the storv '.ustacia \'\e-

• iii' I \\ iiu-.w il )^,L iii>, (n\ 11 ilic m an
Sl c;
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.iltciniil ti) ri-sciir iirr hill |ir(ili,il)l\ oiii"

iin.i!_;iiicil it r()nsi(l(T.il)I\- nearer Id the (Jidct II

lli.m il ;u:liiall\- is.

uthnr

oiinu!

W e reac 1 ol I )iL,^t;()rv \ ( nn s in.irna''e l( > h' Miiasiii,

aiiil their su!)se(|iiciil resideiuc in the dairx' at Shik/c-

lo)'i{. ,1 place uliieh iiia\' he likeiieil to 'I inch-ton. A
visit here will show us a picturesque farm-house of

stone, with heavy chinmeys, and a ^ciK-ral appearaiKc

of s(ilidit\, which we may surmisi' served for the

dairy-house.

The backs/round tor the final scene is aLiain Rain-

harrow. ( Uin i-^ Ix-tore us a motidnU'ss fi^ur(

standui'^ on the top of tlie tumulus, iust as JMistacia

had stood on that lonelv summit some two \cars and

a half bet

surroinult;(

th

ore And in fancy we cm see him the re

l)\' manv o f" h IS neit'tihours, wfio lie at

eir eas(^ on the heath('r and listen to the w(

that tall from his tins. lerc he has fi.xetl

)nls

lis nulijit,

and his rootlt^ss church is typilicd by tlie wild expanse

of Iiadoii IIca'li.

82
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" Tin: M \^ ( ii; of CAsiT l;l;klli(.r.

.\. u, nii(;ht (• qx'ii Iroin ihv. till th. interest of
thi

h.i\-e

'nrc

stnrv centres in C a^^-ibridi i\ a iianie which \v^

•rown to look on as hi'inL: svnonNinoiis with
heste and It IS liert'

South Wessex, that

Ml the

most of th

c.ipi

iction

tal

tak

town o

es |)l,ice

l)<:lore US was tirst puljh'shetl in xoliune
liii'iii in iSSo, and it shoul b(' n :)le ni

the ale
passing:: l''''t

than tP(; tirst.

echtions contain nearly ,i whole chaptt.-r nioi

lie slorv IS csscii tiall)

inim interest lvin</ around the
Mi. !iael Ilenchard, the M

y a biojj^raphy

personahlN- o f

IVOI.

h e surroundinsj^s are so graphically and faithrullv
ilescrihetl tli.il th

artifki.

concr(;te tonus of natural and
((atures which serve as models for th(

ticiitioLis creations take to th
of realities. So
sta''in<: of th

eniselves the appearaii
'ine of these, for the more co

ce

n\eni('nt
e storv, have l)een tam])eretl with to the

lein a short distance from their
extent of movini; t

'ictual positions; but this applies onlv to cert;
h <lll.-,(^S. th

un

/// >////. That
natural landmarks remain consistentlv
some ot the more ancient houses a

oUier con ligurations have been altered, de
'•rdisplaced by more modern structure
tan which iIk- .irchceolo'jist

s, IS a re":rett

nd

molished

d)l<

siilistitutions woLild seem to Ii

usual urooress of ri\'ili<:iM'<\ti

must face : thouoh such
inseparable from the

;!i dollljtl ess realise that these metamorphoses of
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(M tiiuns shoiilil 111- (Iciinicd li\' ,1 tcnii a-, slroiv^' as,

111" sin m^cr than, \Mn<lalisiii, since llic larL;i'i |)i'()]i<)r-

liiMi arc mil llir (nUcoini- dl ncccssil)', Imt tin- rcsiilt

()| a iii'Tc ilfsiiiirli\c ]H ilu \'.

I he si.ir\ ii|irn-^ ai 11 Vyi/oN /'//or\ prcsiiiiMliU-

\\ <:\iiill ill I I'ii'i" W'csscx, when: is (n,i(t"(l llic

(.'pisotli' "t till' w itr -^clliii:,;. all UK nil Ml, il Mia\ !"•

iii'-nti' >ni(l, wliuli is li\- im iiiiaii-^ wilhoiil parallil.

llic l.iir i. li<-lil (lose to till- villaL;'- "t" \\'c\hill.

"llic s|Mii stnii lii-il ildw iiw anl iiil'i \allc\-s and

onwai.l 1.1 mlicr ii|)laii(ls, dditcil wnh liaiaaiws ami

trenched wiili ilic rciii.iiiis nt |ir(iiisi(iru inns' a

dcsca^i] il H 111 ca--i!\' \iTiticd todax. \IiIi(iul;1i a lair is

slill held ihcrc thncc aniiiiallw il h,is slcidilv dciliiicij

in ina'_;iiiliidc and interest, like all similar inslilniifins ;

lint, ne\( I'tllclesS, \\ c\ hill slill llnlds ils record ,is

jieiii',; the iiidsl iin|)(irlant shee|i l.iir in llie lounU,

,ind lllc xihilnr tii-d,l\ ni.l\ still nieel willl the "|iee[j-

shiius. li i\ -elands, w ax-um k-i, insjiired iik uisters, dii

inl( rested medic, il nieii who liMvelled tor ihe piililic

L^ond, ihinilile rie;4ers, niek-nai k xcndors and rculers

of I'.Ue "
it nol in enlirety at least in |i,irl. I'Or llic

"e()()d home brewed lieer. ale, >uid cider" \\c shall

lind il useless to ask. Tlu' " i^'ood tiirniitx' ' is liktnvisc

no loiieer olil.iin.ilile (()')).

II is '_;<-ner.ill\' sniiposed th.U ,1 tair in ils inception

had ,1 distinct t'oiinection with ecclesi.tslicism, maiiv

ot the t,iir-d,i\-s hieing' s\iu hroiious with t'e.ist-d.iys el

the ( luircli, lint there exisls t.iirly concInsi\'e evideiKc

to prove that ihev were inslilnleil anteriorly to tlic

eslahlishment <it Ciuin h do^nia. Allhoiieh wc kimw
tairs were in existence Imie helore the date ot the

Norinan ((inquest, it was only siil)stj(]uently tliat tliey

li(Hanie ot' capital iini)ortance or were held under

charier. The t'lrst <4;ranl nKMiticined was in the reieii nt

William I., who accorded to ih,e Insliop ot Winchester

the prescripti\'e rieht to hold an annual " fVt'e fair
" at

S! ( ;;h-;' ! Id!

Idle principal tair at \\'e\ hill is held on the loth el

^^4
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* 'lIoIjct. .111(1 to il loiiu: IniNci'.i .iiui sclN is liom loiv^

distances. I he IkmiiHs licnt iirc |i(;rni;iii(iu stnu tuns.

I)uilt <il liiii k (ii- im1j.\v.iI1s wllh (.'itlicr slat'- in- ii-on

roots. .S.imc <il ilw lMiililini_;s ucn- crctlcil m.iiiv

years ai^o, ami iIk \ an- still kipt in .1 ifasi inaM'' sial'

"I r<-|>aii'. I 111 Ti- arc t\vo Ituiu; ilouMf ri>\>s ot ilicsr

huts, tiiiiiiiii'^, as it were, two iiarallrl strrcts ; their

capaiUy luin;^ au'^inenteil li\ (,m\as and other r-'

im i\ ,lMe ert( tiolls.

.\s i-^ to lie cxiiii led, ||l.ill\ (ijd i llstoms ]i|-e\ailr(l

111 (<iiineitioii With the old null- tair-.. .\l the inn at

\\ i\ hill may he seen .1
|
mii- , I sill I

1
1 horns o|

|
jcrhaps

the tiiird year's L^rowth. ue|l (inhd. .nid haxiii'^ ,1

hrass (.up h\ed on in iIm' jnriliead h'tWeell till 111.

I l>elie\c lhi\ are ne\rr n->ed iKiU. ImiI at the time

^\hen hop^ toinied .,>i important tr.ide here a dr.iUL;hl

Irom the (Up was one nl ihc ini.'^i.il riles uliiili

admitted a luu meiuhir to tin- sii(iit\ to \\hi(h it

helon_;cd. | hcic \\,is a re(()^nised snn^, too loll^ Ii.

1 1 note in hill. I'Ut ol \\ liii h we ma\ -i\ e t lie chorus ;

So llet-t runs tla- Ikul', ami so 1 iiiiiiiii^ iims ihc \\i\
;

Wliy sliouldn t tliis yoiint; calf live to urow an ox,

Oil, fi.r to ^ct lii-~ liviiiL; aiiionj,' briar.s and thorns,

Anil ihiiik like ins iLiildy with his larne pan o! lioriis.

Horns, hoys, horns
;

Horns, hoys, horns.

\iiil liif h'ki.' Ills (huiily with his lariio |'aii i>l liuiiis.

( )n the mornin- followin'.; the sale ot h.is wile,

llemdiard is said to ha\e sun-led in search ol her and
the little child, now under tlie guardianship ol \cusoii;
hut ere he idlU llleili 1 's his (jlK -t We see him enlerilio-

a tinirch, and there takin- a solemn oath to " axoid ail

stroilL; lii|Uors Inr the space ot tweiit\ \e.irs lo come.
lhe(hurih in whiih lie rc^isin-cd his oath recei\cs
no e\acl des(a'i]ition, and its posiiion can tin ntore iiol

he pointed out. I'm- mail} months he pursues his

Iruiiless stMrcdi, iiniii ai last, disappointed, almost
despairino; ot success, he strikes out in a straight line

lor I (i\/i-r/j/7(/i^u\ \\ ( ma\- wi-ll -^upiiosc ih;il llii-

so
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"

,c,i|)i)rl .iL ulucii he iiidi (1 his hcj.in h was Soiilh

iinptoii. sincf wc n i<! thit " N<!Xt ilay he starHMl,

journryin}^ south-Wfslw.inl, and diJ u<<\. \>uisv, v\cv.\)t

liir ni;>(hls' lod'^iii'^s, till h'' n.ii inii th(! inuii of Castcr-

liiidL^c, ill .1 tar thsi.iiii |iiii lA W csscx.

Soini- si\lccii or siv I iilitii y<uirs subscqiiriil lo

lllis ilal'- \\i- ail' aL;aiii al lin' laif I't IWyifdii /'iior\. in

fdinpaiu with lliiiihaid^ uilc and Idi/ahctll- laiir,

hilt oiiIn I'lr i|iiil'' ,1 shiirl time, ihi\ had iiomc U)

(hcit iidormalioii rci;ardin^ I I iiii hard m w hcri-.d)iiuls.

aiul IrnMi I hi' old I' iii-iiiit\ W oil' m tin \ liarncd llial he

IkuI Ictl a incssa'_;i' with hir, in la^c ol iii([nirii'S bciiij^

macit', to the ctlrct that 'he'd ooiK- to w licrc ?

—

' istt'rbritlifc.'

W'c lollow Mrs. llciuhard aiul I'di/aln-ili- jane a-,

till \ [iroiccd thither. \\\ walking, and oi-casioiially

ohiaiiiiii;; a lift in a \\,ioi_;on or tarrirr's \an, tln'v in

dill' course draw ifar to ( (!W( r/>r/((^'i\

It was jiist hi'lorc dusk on an i'\--'nin;_; in niid-

.Sfjiteinhi'r that the\- |)aiised to rest on the suinniit ol

a lull.
'

1 he S|iol coiniiMlldi'd a lull \ icw ot the

town and its environs. '

1 he vaiilaL;'e point lhe\ had

reaihed was assiii'edlv Stiiislord 1 lill -familiar to

I Lird\ readei's as Millsloik l\i<i\ this n.iiin' associatini,;'

il with Mcllslock ri//itt^t' close by, nul the .idi.iceiu

CDiuitrx inhabited b\- the members )t tlv Mt/l^tOik

(>it!);-. to whom wi- .\.vr introduced in the iiook entitled

I llder the ( ireeiiwood 1 ree."

lo l'di/a!(etli- lane the town appcaretl as "an old-

...-.hu.Mied [)lacc , . . huddled all toL;ether . . . shut

in by a sipiart: m.iss ot trees, like a plot ol L^ardm

'ground !»\' a box edi;in^. '

( )ur author turther say-^ ot it:

lo iiinls oi a more soariiin kind, CasterbridLjc must
•' a\'e appeared on this fine eveiiiiv,; as a mos.iii' work
"1 subdued reds, browiin, i.(re\ s, and cr\'sials, held

I'luethcr b\- a rectan^ul.u' tramt' ol tleep tureen," and it

^\r chmb to th(,' summit ol" Siinstord Hill on an\- clear

'leiiiii'^i in autumn, W' sh.ill be struck with tin- simili-

tude ol the \ iew that stretches brlore us and the om-

--
'-I
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«lcscril)r(l. So liri;-lik«- is llu: prtsciitiiUMil, \\c cm
almosl pursiiailc oursclvrs llu; clock has stootl still,

ih.il we arc li\iiin; i()iucm|)()raiifoiisl\ uiih I I.m hard,
and l-.nrrac, .iiid I'di/alictli- jane.

n.Kiiij; rf>l.(l th. IV ,iuiij|,. ihc\ uiiiloii. " 'Ihr
licMist; in.'cs ot iIk; avtMiiH- rcMulcrcil tin- ro.id d.nk i

' I'iniicl
. . . ihry passed down a inidiii'jiii litiui i n

two -lo,i-nin;4s." It must In iKUcd uiih n-nt tliai

I'K* ll'l'' "I'l 'Ims ulii, h tiillllrd the ,|\cillic 1,11 ill,

l.oiidoii ko.id were lirokcri and uproMii d during; soni<-
ol ihi' north- westerly i^mU-s ahout i\\<iu\ \ i us .r^o

( 70).
Y()un<rer trc(;s have; taken the pl.uv .'ii'iii.' old, l.iii n
uill I).' ni.iny years hefore these uijj ^ivt; even an
.i|>|'ro\iniatt' idea of the timiiel like apjiearance which
it possessed loniurly, .md uhnli ni.i\- still he seen
' ^'mpl,,ii'd on ih-' Kii.lport Ro.ul as it k-aves
I )< irchistii- (,n llu; western -^idi' 1 it tin' town.

All' r u.ind.-rin- aliMiu th-- town, here ,md there,
I'Jizaheih- |,ine A\\t\ ]\r\- in(ithi-r sMU-iu the lli.^h

Street. I here were "tindier honvs with o\ er
han,ii;in;4 stories

. . . then- were houses ol hiick-

'i"KK'".^' . . . th're were slate roMis pah h.-d with
tiles, and tile rools pau h. d with skur, ,ind ,„ r.edon,ill\-

a root of thatrh. Inst.mces of ih.'se kist may still

!>• seen, t!ioi|M|, I,,,, St of this wayward, irresponsible
arc hU(( tiire h,is keen sw.pt awa) sinn' ihe da\ s of
I kiK hard s supposed iu.i\ ..mIiv.

lielore We lojlow- onr (haiaclers firiher. or identih
^'•'' places nKiuioiied in iwmicition with them, il

ma) k'- inti-rcsiin- to -knue kririi_\ ,,i the In'storical

associations ol th-- town. Ihe most .mcient name k\
which it was known was I hii luuiirui. ck.irly i .| ( Vltic
ori-^in. Its OM npation k\ the komans would seem
to h,i\e kr.ai ,1 loll- one, for till' whole distriil teems
\\itli rdics of Roman kuildiiiMs, w,ills, \ ilkis, roads,
'"'"^. 111(1 pottery

: km it is -enendly held that
pri.a- iw ikie konun enii-y it was ,1 tiaiKil ceiiti-e ot the
/>///v/;7;'-<-.s-, M.iidcn Castle Inin- regarded ,1, their
-re, It slronL;hold. \\'.- have littl-' piccise hislor\ of
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1 )(»rchesir • in S IXOil linns , \sln 1 11 W.IS I alli-d

/>t>i itccash•; <ii- /)orirsti i, i>ul then is mention of a

< h;irt«T to Milton Al,l)c>• K'v« n 1)V . lull.- Istan in (»;,(;.

•IS havinjL,' conic from I >( )racfstria, \v tiich It that tnnr

|iiir|)ortc(l to l)C a n i\ ,il town, and w as posscssfd ol a

mint. Its
I

"'>• •ll! 11.1111' IS ( it ( OIIIM tlM( mM.- 1. ll,.'

koin.m inlluinc (
•. In I llr \i •,ir !')

1 th ( toUIl was
almost (i):n]ili-l< 'y ili;-.tri)\(:il

*
>\ tire . W ith :>tJmr of

^

its lattT liisioiical conm-ctions we shall he conciriHtl

pn-srntly.

KctiirninL; in our w a\ laiirs, uc sic them slaiulint^

lic|or<! "a j.;ri//l( (1 churrli, whose inassi\'' square touei

ruse unbroken iutn the (l,irkeniii'_; -,I,\. In tin-, we
rfcoj.;iiise the l*ei|ien(li( nl.ir C'luinii nl .'>!. I'l ter. Iroin

whose Iicllrx the I urlew liell still riii'^s, iliiiiiL;h this

is no lunger re'^.irdi d ,i, ilie si-n.il Im" slmttiiiL; the

ho|)s! It is s,ii<l li\ siiMie .in liai .Insist-, ih.it St.

I'eters < liiircli is liuilt on the site nt a kom.iii

leini>le. I here is some ir.iiis-Xorman work in tlM-

iieh spanniiii.; lln' door of the south |ior(li. Iiisid'

1' ^oine interestiiiL; eltl^ies ; the ll.ird\ ( ha|ie| ,it

liH- end ol the south aisle hriii!^ , hack to iis |oriilil\

our anlhor's connection with the town through his

.mcfstors. In the close will In- seen the hron/i' -.tatue

'Tected to the iiuniorx oi W illiaill Ikinies.

"••tiler clocks struck ei^ht Ironi lime to time;

oii«; L;Io()mily from the L;ao|, .mother troin the L;.ilile

III an .ihnshoiise. . . .

"

'riie eaol, whiili interests us

more |i,u'licularl\ in the stor\ entitled "
1 he Withered

Arm, st.mds on the site oik e o(i ujiied l)V .1 \orm.ui
' istle, ol which We tiiid mention in records ol the

lueltth .md thirteenth centuries. The short, steep

liill w hii h .isceiuK Irom the ii\ er is c.illed ('.L-,tle llill

lo-d.iy. 1 hi' .Mmshoiise is doiihlless the one in

^iiuih Street, known as .\a[iiers or X.ipiiers .Mite.

(Jur next hall is in iVonl of the- Kins^s Arms llot(d

ifi'^urino under its ri^hUul name). I ts " sp.K ions bow-
:ndow iirojccled into tlie street oxer the main portico,'

'id does so still (7 I ). 1 lere b .U'lr.ie comes on tile S( eilC,

', w *
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the hook
In- 1;mc(h1

'.ids iiild

follow iiiL;,

.iiul 111 rcjily lo his ini|.iiry h u" "a R'spcct.ibk; liotcl

. . .
inorc inodmtc ilia'i ihis." h,- is rccoinniciulcd

to "|'hr I lure M.iriii.r^, jllsl IhIow." Tllis hoslci.
with iis "iwo |.romiii(iit j^.ililcs, liow window, ainj
passa^r li-lit, ' has hccii piillcd down sine (

was uriu-'n, l.m c<-rt lin h-atuns ina\ still

in ih.' " toiii--( viurcd I udor arcli
" which

tin: sialj|i-\ ,ird.

_
Passin- up ihi llioli Slnd tji,- day

l'.lizal)i.-th Jan.- took notice of mi- rarrirrs'' vans whirh
hail.-d "h-oni Mcllslock

( Hoc khanipton ), Wc athcrliiirv
(l'iiddl<:lowii), The i Unlocks

( M iiUrrnc. vAc), Sli, rtoi'i

Al.bas (Shcrliornr), Kin-slxa-c (Ihtc RcL^is), Ovcr-
cnnil.L- (partly Cpvscy), and inanv other "towns and
villa<,rcs round." I'iicsc vans t.a-ni a pariicailarly
noticeable feature in Dorchester, and iiia\ also he
seen ni Salishury ai.d many othei' ancieni market
towns in Wessex. lint the: p'enned pi^s and the rows
<<i liorses no lon-cr till the lli<rh Street on 1

and inust he soui^ht for iii uie .narket-lield.
I he lioiise in w hi'-h

"ont

an'-i|a\ s.

ol the

hru:

i-iichar.l h\( ci was, we read,
)est. fuvd with (hill r,-,l .ind ^rev old

Such ,1 h()ii-,e may he seen in South Street,
standin-a litih' h.ick from the p,).vemeni, its re.u- point-
uil; towards /)//nn>:rr (supposilitiou-sly l-'ordincton)
where stood the barns and ,-ranaries which pertainecj
to the corn merchant's trad,. |nsi previous to
I'Ji/.abeth's visit there to \uu\ ilencliaid, we see him
in ccimp.m;. with I'arfrae, passino up the I I i.^h Street

'> 1 own. hearint^f smldenlv to the riL^ht, and
,,''\''""' '"' ^^''^^ir on the town wall called

Lha^lk W.ilk (probably Colliton \\'.,lk), leadin- to an
aiioie where the north and west es
'I'he.se walks .uc

t( I I ( )| I

turn in

scarpnients met ( 72}.
m re.ihlv honk'vards, bein;' placed

'xactly on the top of the acliuil e,,rth.ar vallum
>y the Romans wh<Mi th.ev fortihed the
ite ;is the end of the eiolueenth ceniurv
''•nt4ths .)f the Roman stone wdll we

tlu-own lip

touii. As
consideiMhli

toiind. ( )n tne e.ist the urcn W.llls

90
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11 II'. \\I:n,SI;.\ ()!• THOMAS IIAkDV

;ruM>c(l ii|), |,,iril_\ l)cc,iii-><: ihcv Ioi-hkhI ,tn n\
ai)(| I'arily in orJcr ihat llic a

slruciidii,

\C1UI(,'S ol tlCcS 1111"IU
I'l'iniiHl ihiTcon.

< ' !' next luck-n)iiiul is ilic place uhcrr Ilciichanl
aorci-ii lo ini'ct Ins w lie 'I~l ic KiUL' .It (.'astrrljri MliC
was iiicrcK- ih

Ai
I- Inrai name (it oiir of the tiii.-st I

iiplmliiiatrcs, it not the \ci-v

l"-'tain (70. hi the W

\( miaii

tmrsl. rcin.iiin'r.L; in

I) c.ith aiK Al
'•sscx [locni ciuiti

Icr It 1- r('tcrrc(i to as the (

hi-

///> (ihuiiators. At this point \\\ the narratiM: uc an-
reniuuleel ot' the tnancndous inllncncr tlir Roman
orcupaliop had on I )or-ch«stfr. "

(

.annoiincccl old Romi
precinct. h looked
Rome, concealetl dead men ot" Rome."

.isterhndoc
in v.\i-x\ street, all.y, and

Roman, bespoke thr .nt ol

-. - he liniKlini;!
<>i .Mr. Hardy's h(,iise at .Max Cate ' ron-ht to h'oh't
man) Roman reh'es, incliuh'n- several .incaent L^raves
m which were coins, pottery, urns, etc. .Maumhiiry
Riii.i^s is an alternative title l,y whic!-, t'lr .\mphitheativ
IS known a name connected perhaps with llie word
imimiiiery. Recent excavations have brought to hoht
m.inv iiUerestinj; points in connection with its origin
and us purpose: an account of these; research(.-s iihiy
Ij«^ obt, lined from tlie County .\rus(nim at Dorchester.
It was here, at this s|)ot so char-ed with anci<Mn
reminiscences, tli.it the husband and w^fe were said to
niert after (hisk liad tallen

interview 1 bnchan'
lod-inus tor tlie time
in lli-ii .Street." \\'.- may tin.

opposite the County .Museum, joining- to the lions.
known as jud-,' jeiln-ys' l.od-in-s the pi, ice where
Ik- I'Hi-ed duriii- th.- i'.lo.nlv Assi/es. The lower
jMi-t 1-, still used as a . hina shop. The .\mphithealn-
also .servers ,as a meetin--place for llenchard and
Lucetta later on in the narrati\-e.

_

At the date of the story, I )orchest'-r was enclosed
m a much more restricted ;n.M, th.
n.irrovvcr. th-' houses weri

and at the end of their

recommended .Susan to t.ikc
' o\-er the china shop

this house almost

lieiiiL;

streets wen'
more tiijhtly paiked. Ii

Q2
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'riiF' WT'Ssyx ov rnoM \s iiardn"

WW. a iilaic (Iri)

.\t t

|'"'-il''l m a hl(i( k iMKiii .1 Kirn-li (•HI

lal tmic roriliiiL'tdii .11 ipiars [() li,i\'

' ''ili-i' i-t the aL;i-ii iilliiral intciv'sls, t

< hccn till

wheal I'K k ^ i)\i-iiniiiv: ill'-

tl

'"• \\i- rc.nl that
<iM Roiiiar, strrci aiul thrust

iK'ir cav.-s ,i,-.iiii.st th.' < him h i..\v,i-; -recn tliatchcd
l>.u-iis. uitii udoi-waysas hi-h as the -ales of S..l,.,n.m\
I'-mpl.-, npciir,] (Hrccily iijioii tlic main thoi-oii.^lifarc.

'

'• "''^ "1 "lie of ihcsL' ,L;raiiarics (ui Pitniorcr /////
('"i-'h'n-tnii Hill), siiuat.Ml al. thr \ux(\ (,t" I [.•iichanls
'"'^'^•' ""' 'If'^'- '" lli<- <hunh, that I'li/alicth- jane's
ineeiin- u ith. l-anra,. is .leMrii;,.,!. Th,. •• humphacked
liarn, eiishioiir,! with nidss, and the Liranary, risino-
aoainsl liie ehiin h touer l.ehind.' have disappeared
c-ompietely, I'h.'y uere demolished ill order to mak.'
room lor liie new rectory, and also heeanse lliev stood
-so (lose to the ( hurdi as to thr.iu an awkward' shade
>\\^y\ darken tln' w indow s.

' '" Aiitijope Motel wii i)v its real name) is an
interest, iiM ,,i.j hostel of venleenth ce'ntiirv, to he
l"nnd on the side of South Street opposite to' 'where
11' nehanis house stands, but a little nearer ('ornhill.
It interests lis only as heino^ the place appointed by
l.uceita lor her tir-^t interxieu with Ilenchartl.

It we contimie to follow the- e\-eiits in the order
nlated, we shall now lind ourselves conlronK'tl with
ihe ri\al <'nt<Tlainm(-nts of llenchard and l'"arlrae.
"Close to the inun Was ail elevated trreeii spot sur-
nnmded by an aiuieni scjuare earthwoVk." This was
/'injii/iriy or I'oimdburv, ami represented th<' site
chosen l.y llenchard as bein- ,1 suitable spot for his
merry-makm--. 'Idiere is much coiuroversv reirardinL^
the orit^in of this earthwork, antiquarian exp'erts']ilaciny-
It as Ilritish. Roman, Danish- -according- to imh'vidiial
conviction

:
while others hold that it probablv partakes

"f all ilire.' epochs and was severallv occupied and
altered ai three distinct periods It I'ies just outside
the town to the north-west. Farfraes opposition fete
was held ill th<' West Walks still so called (74). At its
tormiiiation we see I'arfrae escortin.o- b'.Iizabeth - Jane

V4
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T!I[-, WI'ISSI'.X OI" r IK) MAS HARDY
lioinr, passillL; ••,|,)u-|l ihc West W
the >i lU III!' w

lik, ami tlicii iiu<

,111(1

ill-- W
tlitis lip South Siri d. I )()\Vl

ilk IS .tiKiilicr ijj ilic tctUircs th.it .shows uikIit
llic saiiK: iitl'' to-(|,i\'.

Ihc L\>n! Market- ,i phKc which I'lL^iircs con-
spicuously in " h'.ir Ironi ihc M.idchiiL,^ Crowd"- is

also h-( (|iiciitl)- niciuioiictl here. Al the time when
lleiuhaid was osteiisild) mayor, I is particular section
ot the town wore a very diHerent .ispecl. The road-
way passing- hetwcen the pi'eseiu corn e.\( han^e and
St. l'(,:ters ( linn Ii was at that time spaniiecl 'l)y an
arch couiu^ciin- iIm' two i.uildin-s. Ihi/i-stakc S^'jimn
(Xorth S<|iiare), to which tlie arch -,ive entrance, had
a '.tone po,t ill its centre, .md io it the hull was tied tor
liaitiiiw'. I'aill iiaitiiiL;. it m,iy he noted, was <inl\- put ,i

"-l"!' ^" ''\' '^'t "t I'.u-h'anient in iS;r.
I I ere, too,

ui-re the .stocks—now i-ej)osinnr j,, the County .Mnseuni
and likewise the old town pump which new stands

"1 '"i-nhill. In the -.tory this lormed ,i tavourilc
meetin- place lor Mother Cuxsom, Solomon Lomr.
w.iys, ,ind the other i;ossij)s of the town.

.\tter the de.ith , if M r^ . 1 lenchard, and tlu; reach'n'^

"' ill'' ieller of (outessioii uhicli sht: left l)ehind hen
we see her hush.md in a morhid tV.ime of mind lea\in"
the house and p.issiiig down the stn^et until h(i re.ichcs
a hridee. Thence he follows the pith i)eside tile river

(70. " I hese precincts emliodied du- mournhil |)hases
ol Casterhridevlile.

. . . I l<'re wep' ruins of a ITanciscan
i'riory." In the darkness, passiiiL,^ the old County ^aol

""I- to lie confonndcd with the present huikiin'e
with the somul of the roariiiL;- weir in his ears and' his
"lind lull of unrest, he rea( lies the cottaei' when; the
local liaii-maii live.l. climhs up tlu; steep hill called
(jl}'depath Rise, and re-enters the town.

.\ll this p.irt ot I )ort:hester is !iatur,ill\- much altered
since the date .t.sumed for the story, hut we m,iv still

sec sutticieiit realism to hriiie the scene hack to our
miiuls. The old l)ri( k hridoc, from which the pathway
Iculs, will he reka-red to later on. l^-ku-y Mill, once

96
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attached I,, ih,. I'r.iiuisean iVimx, slill cxhiiMts ,

certain iMcture.Miunus.s, thouL^li ni.ul.r.i clisreLranl t,,r
tic hraulitul m favnnr ,,f the ,n.n-lv ulilila'rian In.
'l'-""<le'l 11 ol inaiiynl.l s.iliriii |,-aiiirrs ("h) li is siii,
lH>s,-,li,._stan,l (lose t., ,h,. ,,t,, ,,,-,^ .\,,n„an castle ami
lul'clMult iMi-tly.u,, ,,| iIh. sm.u.s that .Mice Innne,]
the castle walls.

A litll.- wav lM.\,,n,l th,. ,„ill i, ,, ^i^.^.j, ,j,,|,. ^,^^^,.,^.

sKulowe-l l,y willou trees; this u e nia\ n-anl as tli'-
place • whenm nainelcvss infants had been irscd to dis-
appear (;;). Snil lolLnvin- the river path and ,,assin.^
the present ^a„l, we soon see Inlnreus a pictnres<n,r
hatched c.ttapstdl known a. .he han^nnan s otta-c
lint as this hulks more: Lu-ely in the shoVt st(jrv entithd'

:

I he \\ nhered Ann - we shall examine it nion. clcselv
HI alaler(hai)ler. Close hesi.K; it is a weii
the wat<-r pours with ccjnsiderahle torn
roar which assaileil Ih'nchard's ears

<'n/>..m.nr /////, honlineton II ill ) we erne upon
the ceniefry ni winch ii is all.-^ed Susan llenchanl
wasnu.-rred- "a ch.irchyard ,ld as civilisation.

. .

A rs. (enchards du.st niin^^led v ;.h th.: dust of womenwho lay ornamented with ,,;lass hairpins and a.nher
M'-cklaces and men who h.dd in their mouths cins of
Hadrian I osthumus, ami ih.. eonsiantines," .savs our
author, thus remmdm,,; us a^ain of the Roman conn.r-
tion with I )..rchcster. Some late alterations to p-onl-
m-ton ( nurch have disclu.sed a stone slab bearin<r thenames ol certain K-unan citi/ens carved in Roman Type
It ua. here that hdi/abetlnjane ..„pposedlv cune t.i
visit her mothcM-s erave, and made her fnst aciuaint
ance with I.ucetta.

///;// Phuc //all. the re^sidence of Lucetta was
apparenth drawn ir.mi Colliton I louse (;S) Its actual
position, howc-nr, must be imagined fu'ther eastwards
toward.. .V.rth .S,,uan-. - Th. jfall. with its >.rcv
A^r,^/r and parapet

. . . was eniirelv of stone
"^

,Vs
rooms overlooks the market-place.'.

.
." ()„,. of its

most curious and interesriii.. h- a,,,-,.. ;. .i... i...: i

<jS

1
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I lloM As ll.\kl)\-

>l'",ru,,\ in th,. u,,ll ,111,1 ill.' nia-.k which adonis ihc key-
stone (7.,). •Ori.^iiialK the mask had exhihite.l ,1 com'ir
leer, as omld s\\\\ l.c discoven-d

: hm L^iiierations el
C asterl)ridL;e Inns had thrown stones at the mask,
.nmmi,r at its o|.en mouth, and the l.Iows thereof li.iij

^"'""i'I"<l "I' tl"' li'l''^ ""' j'\\s as if lhe\ had heen ,Mt, „
a\\a\ hy a .h'scase." In this iiouse Hli/,ih,-th |anr 1,

said to take up her residen,-,.. ,ind manv ini.'restin-
sctMies arc staecd within its wahs ,md in' llie market"^
plaa; which its windows o\<rlooke,k \'hf Mns. nm, t..

which she w,is sent hy lau'etla soon ifler h'r arrival,
was "an old house in a back stnet. I Ian' are ifowds
ct interesting ihin-s—skeletons, teeth, old pots and
jians, anci(;nt hoots and shoes, hirds' v^^s all t harin-
in^ly instriicli\-e." 'Idn- placi; mentioni'd nuisl not ]<

contoimded with the present County Museum, hut must
he sought hir in a liouse In Trinity Street, ailjaceiit te
the stahlc-yard ot the Anteloiie jloiej.

I.iieetta's visit to Port-lhrdy (j'.ridport) leads
directly to the scene in the ham on the Ilridport
Koad. li is known as I )anier's iLirn, and it lies in tlie

dipc)!' the hill iust at the <nd of the west a\cnuc; (So).
I he spot w.is a vale hetwt'en two eentle acclivities,

and th.' road, still adhering;- to its Roman foundation,
stnnched onw. u-d str.u'-ht as a survevor's line till lo-,i

to sii^hi on the most dist.uit rid^c',''— a statement
verified hy .1 \isit to-d,iy.

( )ur interest is now cl.iimed hy those jjorlions of
Cas/(i-/)n',(^Y which were s.iid to h^ fre(|uented hy the
less prosperous inhahitanls. "Iwo hridi^-'cs stood
ne.ir the lower [lart of Cisterhridne town. ^The first.

ot we.ither-st.iiiied hrick, was iinniediately ,it the end
ol 1 li,L;h Stn'ci (the eastern e.\tremit\) (Si').

. . . The
second hrido-e, ,.(" stone, was farther out (,n the high-
way ' (,Sj). The description -iven in the hook is as true
to-d,i\- ,is ulien ii was written. .\n examination e.f

the actual fahric discloses the e\ itleiice of that peculiar
wear .ind tear due to the unconscious le;uiin<.s and
.-, ,ia,: 1 1, I i\.: . 1 -1 ,

'":

'.-' '~ ' ' "'^>..--,,. v,n,u, Liupcasoiis WHO art;

too
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'" !" -'M Im.mi.^mi.l; .,;.,nnsi il„. pn-,,|H-ts sr<-m still „,
ntsnnl,,. inr t>p.s nl, ,t. d u> , ., nMrk.-.I d.-nrr,.
\\llll Ihr hal.lturs .,1 th.. I„M k l„„lt l..i(:^r,._th..,t .,nr
JU^L al ill,- iH.Uoni ,,t i|„. i.„,,, ,„,,^j |„. i,„.|, „],.,,
those -nl ill, l,,u,..,, ,|Mr,ul,r.' < ),, t|„. st,,n,- ],vulr—(,rcys nruij^r,, |.„i|„-,- .l,,u r, t!i, |,,„i,|,,n k,,,„|
""'I .i 'lirr.Trni ri ,,t h.iuTcrs: -thr n ,

i., r.,1 -I, , u
U.M,1,1 ,M1,S,' .,„ ,h,. ,v.n.,t.T l.nM^,- u,,-, ,,1;, ,H,Iit,.,

-J.nn|,. I li.'ym.lu,|,,llunL,ui,is. I,
\,

„„!•„, ,„],.,•,„.,

shal.l.y-ornt,.,.| „„.„.• | ]„,,, ],,i^y^ ^„.,. ,,,,,;„,,
''•'["•'sand nr, iv,- n„-,iti,,n in s,-v-t,,I of tl,,- u<n,\
an,! |i()cins.

lo ih^.M- ui„, !,,;, PMlisM, Inr ii. nun Sake. yl//,v;//Mm (Mil Stma) will cunu: as a .lis,,|,|,ninunr,n
I'-v.Mi at tlu: time uhcn ih,. str,rv u,,s unti,.,, ilu.
S.Cuon of CasMn./., u,,s in a Ci:,.,,. ol iransilion
^^".'l.t'-'Iay ll„n. nnly nanaiu sli.Jn indications ,.| it.
;"'-'"'' ;^'"'*'"' chai-aclrr. .M,,n\ ,,i th,- h,„;„s knr
";'.' I;"ll-d down, rnn.l,-nin..| as until In,- h.iin.m
''''t.'lK'n; thr n„,i-a!alinMS|,h,.relia.t,.,, la--...M,,,t
"•'"Similarly p.ir^.-d, and ,i sj„vial missinn has lal-kly" inan-uratr.I. having Inr its ol^ccl th,. , |,.ansin:.
-•tins An^.Mi, SiahkMS.;). • Mixcn l.an- was il^
•''^'""'1 "' '" thr siirroiiiKlinM- villa-' 'Mir
"" ':!"''!| ' -^t.-r's lan;^,.r was th,- diiin.. m M.x,,,

';:"'' "lis mn has I,,,.,, d.-ni<.lish,.l, lik,. so mam
<;l t H' ho,i,-,..s 111 Mill Sir-.Ti. Its nam,, mav lu- Iniind
;;'^ >•>;> at I.ytrh-tt Minsi.-r a luiiklin^ t^urin^ m
.

"i^^ Hand ,,t I'.th.:lh(a-ta •-where the han.:;imr si..,,
IS supposedly a portrait ..f .SV. /Wcr a,/ r^m.iAr.^ Im\
i.Te in J//,v;/ /^,nn: we an- intro<liice,l lo some ,,|

the shadier characfrs which form th,- appen<lau,-s i,,

llenchard
_

Jopp, ih,: Furmiiv Woman. MotherCuxsom \ance Mockrid;,u._;,I| had their n-sidenc's
around Lhe mn. and it w.as inside this little hostel thai
the sKimimty rule" was pkinned. This curiou.

custom IS now extinct, but the present writer can

!l"'''.'.a,

'' "'"'' ' finiction takino- place in more than
one Miiage near DoiciK-sier within tiu; last twenty-

I02
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w '"^I.X (H- 'illoMA S IIAI^DV
rive years u,.l many,,,.,.,,!,. a,v still aliv,- uh„ 1

»c_tii,illy taken a part
'

of the "sk
III the |,r I 'CCSSKlllS.

immitv ru
)<• result

was even o^natcr than l,oriknnators had planned. Lucetta-nrnv M.s 1

b<Mngstn.k-„ dnu„ l.y the shod.
'Ut(;r the procession h

le

.irlrae

—

and expiring- shortl\-

It was altcr

oll to tiv t

W
i''arnni<>- o
o IMKI I'arl

id passed hincath her wind
f her sci/iire ihaf 1 |«.n, 1, ,.-,!

ra<' and

I >u

.

<'n( hard set

'• sec
anil e\pf,|iti. his return

/Jur^r. r U
'"'^^•"'"^ :'."-""^!' li"' f'wn, crossin,^

naehes
)

..//./.;, /,',v/,;;,_the i)ase of NVIJouhan, Hill
.

""' '"^^""' "' M"i"k^ strai.^ht honi,-, proevedin- up

hamptonl.
'^^'"^

' ''^'^^' ^^''>'''' '^"^l^"

He uha.d eont,.nplalrs suicide. ar,d pnuerds to 7W///../.. /A>/r for that ptn-pose. W, Ln se. the I
•

.Urh<.s,ro,n(,reys|;rid^e,onth.. northern side.
:,,'""•.•''"' '" '•'" •'••"1' 'lu'.spot l-vfoHowin-the
(''^'^ "'."'= n.ns alon^sid,. th- riv.r.

'

11. r,. h.^dis'
''";'",' '"'^>'"'" li'- circular po.,1 I:,,-,,,...!

]
,. ^he

;t '"'••"' '"i''''-''''^'--''-'-^-t'''' thereby.

'"I'JV'I 111-'' urate's K indness "
( S |)

'

/), ''^V"'''
':'^'' t" i'l-iuify thr O.rn Stcnv n.-ar

--•''-l'-„nh,l. uith I'li.aheth-lane, ut i h s- .ntn-elv ....pt .... ,, ,,,, -p.,„^ ,,^ .^-

,'[C,':T /^'it^'x^th . . .
oft,.,, took h,.r ualks

';.' ^'^' .-"<!nm„th (Weymouth) Road. . . \ o,,,,,,.,n a nn,Mro,nth.. hi<,luvayu.stheprehistori;^^o^^^
C.UIci

I A ,11 Mini ,a K,. . . 1- • 'callci \|,ii I)

ramparts
I'll. "< hu-e dimensions and manv

uvnr fh ,
-

"' ^"''' '''" "'"'Hani oftenutthnotowatehlor h..r.app,.aran,oon thehi.^h-vvay
1

his hu,^o..arthuork, which is th.. huost in Thr

^•^ '''""^' ^" '" •' '''t-- srct„,n of this l,ook. The
I 04



Tin: M.WOK OF CASTi; kllKIDGl'

nniainini

career it i

and ihpia-naps Uuisaildcsi, part oi llnichards
s (jnl\- nccessarv t( rr'c;aj)iLul,i. nrii {]\

XlV'X learning ol" HIizabeth-Jane's determination to
inarrv anrac he decicles to lca\c Ci-n^lcrhrid,
sets out .It dusi with his to

Ins shoulder an

I-:ii/al,rt!i-|

I'l'^d Ml Ins old worknu^ clotlies

i^c and
iskct slun</ ovf-r

•i<i

mr acconiijainc hi n as lar as
lirid^L^c on the hiL;lu\a\ "— (.h'ev's iiriilt

the second

course he readies // cyi/iu. I^nois. [ere, on

in OA\t:

the
renowned
ins

inl

first

tie n.eiitalh reconstructs th( scene o
visit, hut soon the attraction ol Cas/ci-/ii-i(/"

due to his attection

liiat direction, aiK

lor ii/al)( •th-J me, dr.iws hnn in

iirv

where conies to liis ears " tlie

Cistiirliridge hells ... .a siL^nal

soft

that

we read oj hnn circliner the louii,
Ihou-ii stih at some distance from it. iV.r a time he
l-ursues jiis old work of hay-trussin-, lal-oiirinj^ on a
larin " near the old Western Iliohway," until, clKuicing
to learn the date ol the forihconiin;- wedtlin--, he
strikes out in a l.ee lin<' for Cus/cr/^nW^r. The srcoiid
iii;^htof his journey he stops At S//o//.</ord— au^^ttstWe
"t lilandforil- where Iw pun-ji.ises a i^^oldfin* li to take
to I'lizalKHh- jane as a w<-d<h'n,- ,<;ifL At noon the
'"•'^t 'I'ly ll<- reaches the top

'

of ]'if//wa-r IJill
\\ ellowham Ilil'

'

I'ealiiiL; of the

i!l had L^oiie Well."

Next we see him at liis old home, w.Itching the
dancinL;. ilis dis.ippointmeiu with life seemeci now
to reach us culmin.atinn- point, and the traL;c(ly of it

i'oiirs in on his consciousness with ov<rwheIminL;' force,
diat \-\v turns his h.uk on Lastcihridoc for ever.
In his track, .iIoum the A/t/c/ir's/cr (Salishury)

lii<-(hvvay e.astward, press |',u-fr,ie .md I'dizaheth- lane,
diy(M-giu- from the Salisbury Road ,t " We.ith.-rl.iiry
'I'nddletown) by a forking hiejnvav which skirled llii'

;'"nh of lyndon firath." h.-doii'Ifcalh concerns us
1 he Return .f the X.iiive," ,,nd elsewhere, and it

\iil sulhce here to remark that tins strel, h ol country
'Mends practically from l)orchest( r lo liournemoutli.

I hey search(Hl ly-uon, but found no I lenchard."
105
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'fni- \vi'Ssi;x oi' tiiomas ii akdv
1 hf_\' contiiiiic ti

f.vtciiM'on of il

(W'.irch.un).
I

clay, ihfv lni,l ilciid

' scirrh 1(11" hiin iimil ihcy reach
!• th t!) iiK,' north ot' .\ni

l<rf, m ,1 cottar

lniil)tlc.ss 1

laril s hoclv The col

ail

Ichiirx

iicadcil

'4<' ha-,

tn

(iiiM

•s has iiiii

passed aua\- the actii,

may i^atlier thai it staii

disappr ireil
: from the d

ol ( miv. Muinn heatl

Ms on one o t th

chiiiij) of fir

I'scriplion \\i-

' hi:.;hest Ijoints

II '•luiiard s Old Moi

1, soiiie iwenly miles ihstam h-oni
111' at C(is/i-r//j-/</ff.

io6



Cil.AI'TI.K \-I

Tin; \\( 11 i|ii.AM>i:ks

III. coimti'N" 'llu: Woodkuid crs IS th e most pcr-
I'l'-xino- ,,r all lh(; .opn-raphics in the \\,^ss.•.x Novels

action takes us to t le northern portion
>iinty of Dorset—or Soutii Wessex

A' th(

11 th ese Doo -s—on the outskirts of lUackm
as it is termed

oor
his thstrict IS esscntiallv one of woodl,

\al(

de open coinmoiis, 1
sperscd witli w i

and hinrh grassy ui)iantls. It is a rej^

siinpl(;-ininiled people, wl re many oK

)()'

nids, inter-

rv marshes.
ion Hihahited by
1-fishioned ideas

SI

)f the t

iperstition:, still lin,L,er. With th(t except

l)orchcster-^

wo mam roatls— ] )orchester- SI

ion

covil—all the tho
the villaores are little betttT than 1

ler'iorne. and
rou"hf,u-es _,o:inectiiiu

w indino- and some
nies. most of th("m

passing up and down steei> hills.
Ouin- to th(; heavy nature of the soil, such 1

'"rnmr. nuiddy and slippery in winter-time; th
- o])pressive, and prod

''elinu of lassitude.

mes
e air

uces on the travellt r a curious11.

pl^iin the small amount of traffic and th
arit\- ot intrusion

lesc; factors combine to e.x-

e comparative;

^

by stranc;ers
; they may account

';-" to a large; ext(;nt for the meagre population, and
iji'' pn.'valence and persistence of unsophisticated
ili"iight. Unfortunately, a retrogressive; movement
- .apparent to those who were familiar with the
'•cahty thirty or more years ago; manv houses and
linmesteads have fillen into decay and hive dis-
'I'peared; tie timber trade, of w'hich we hear so

lo;



'i'lll- WESSI'lX {)[
1 NOMAS li \i:i)V

"i"''li in ih': story, has cl<-clin.-,l. anc" Aith it has m,„,.
many of ih(; snv,Il,.r induslrirs which wen; intimat.ly
'"";;'f'l wn ,e lar<r<.r husin.-ss-h..ll,nv-tumin-
hurclr -making, ihti splittin.^ ,,f .!,.a.l,i,,^ spars ami
trie like. '

_

In scinr (.flhr Wrss.-K X,,vrls .md I',h„,s uv can
l"'int contuh-nily K. ihis ..r that as \.-uy du- .•tn .!

"!'"''•' '''"ni uhi.h o„r aiith.,,- ,uinir,T l,is uonl
I'i/-tnrr, lu,l ,n thr ,,rr.,-nt instancr it is rxr,.,.,l,n..lv
;''"""'^ "' "l'''UUv. rvn ai-proxiniat-.K, nuuiv .,f ?!,;•

(•.-iturcs cl.:.sc:ril„.,|. W,- a.v i.,l,i i„ ,h,. prc.,:^,.,. ^j,,,
tiK- natural conliujiirations an- -ivcn under ih-i,- nal
n.unrs: uith this to ;^uid.- us uv ran -ai„ a lair in^i.du
n't'>tiir,M,.,[,Mn.)l the actual UModlands; hut in n-ard
l>. Ihr villa-.:s and iianilns. uc must c.ntmt .airsHves
with conjccttirt;.

Th<- //,„A,,-/.. may h<- said tn ,.n,l.ra<c I I , rinita^,-,
ll'I"«'l'I. AlMdl.Mnar.h, Mint,,-,,.-, and Mclhurv Ihihh
•tli-r wholly ,,r m part, as w.ij as cM'tain 'is,>lat.-d'
innicstc tds and houses (.S5). The descriptions in th.-
I'""i< wnuld seeni to he choseu from one- or other nf
these places without much attempt at exact loc ,lis i-

lion; andil^we choos,- to .v.^ard M interne as typical
"t (^'jr,r/ /fiiitock, and 1 I '•rinit,l-e as exempillictl iil

Lillc lliulod'. a n.ust he uith a .vrtain amnum ,,1

''.'""''•nc-' and an acknou-Ie.j aneiil that these desiuni
tionsare 1,\ „,, ,,„,^„s arl.itrarv. W,- shall search in
van, tor Mell.nrv's homestead: f, „ ,]„. ,,,tta..e that
sh.-ltered Marty South; f-M" the h.nise u here hu/pl.-rs
''••" '"'• ^'^'- '^"na- of (iil,.s Wnit.-rl.orn.' Time
lia- don.' ,ts work t..o th.onui^hlv i,, this diivciio,,

\^"':\: '""'-^ ''"-n's-K-.s have alfred in appearance-
the h.lh^rown l!mh,.r-tre-of lo-dav was a mere sai.lino'
'.' '/"^ ';"" /'" ^l'"-)- ^vas written: what uas maturT
I'nil.er the,, has Inn,^ heen convert.-d. mto planks, and
distrilMile,l Imherand thith.a- ; some,,

I ih,. old planta-
tions nave lH.,.n routed and transfor:ne,l i„t., a'aacnl-
turalland, whil<- new plamatin„s h:ive sprune-^„|, as
suhsiitutes. |!nt, in sp,f <.f these many chai^.<-s we

IDS
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Tin: \\t:ssi:x of riioAi.xs hakdv
ij.m su II all l)\V (till

amonL; the woixllands to-da) ami
iiks, or the saplin- 1k:cc1ics, or t

o

miaL;iiiat.ii)iis rciii when w- stand
a/r at llic mature

hw^s; and for the iiionicnt vve mav
ami iiKMit.ilIy rrconstnict thi- sc

ic striiL' 1 1 II Si scud
ll'St- ((HIIU time

till' taiuiliar iorms of Mtllnirv, ,iml (

South, and Wint
parts (Sh).

• •m:s ni which Ii'm ircil

iIMCf .UKl M ir

'•rlHirnr, as tlicv I'laytjd ihi'ii- allottc

ly

w '• may spend many pleasant davs in the

mt

he Woodland
Iron

counl'-v of
crs, ramlilm' here an(

villauc to vi 11 i-je

preference to the roatls, trying t(') conjecture \vl
th i.s or that nui

there, journey-
lakni<4 the footpaths in

lere

place or walk
(lent \\a

ini/ alon;

s supposed t( ave tak (.n

the ruli'c
whence \\l- ma\- catc h ;in occasional
th(' trees of a

of llii^h-Stoy,

limijse iietween

bey
House or church or farmst

ond the woodlands which spre^

(Mil while

at our teet We can set.' lar into l

themselves (lilt

n
iiristol ( hannel. I

spreails the distant Soleiu.

le ale o| lIu \\h ite
u-t,

^

and even cm catch a ^lint of the waters of th
sely tlie opposite directionIM-ecb

The scenerv on which the curtain rises (h'spl.iy
spot (HI the hioh road leadin<r f,-,„n S/wr/ou Abb
Abbot's Cciiic/. 'I

s a

'>a.\ to

Sh
II' 11

er'iorne; the latter Cerne A hi

nt on the hitrhwav liarber 1'

u- lormerv)f these places is virtually

jas. Att )is j)articular

111

1 ercomh stoj)s to inquire
s way to /,////, Unitock. If w(; folKnv tlu; d

whic an; LM\-eii him w-

for

Iermita,^e. Hi<rh-Stov Hill had I

II we loiunv tlu; directions
^hall comt; to tlu; hamlet of

some miles back on the r< )a(.l

It rears itself

)een \isil)le to

had tra\(

iim

died (;

lace MiiUerm;

—

\)(yj\

out ol the v.allev on our ri<'ht ham!
jurv Hill 1

as we

and forms a landmark visible, am!
'eiii''- on our left hand-

Ion- distances, a fact ow nil

t:asily recognised, from
l; partly to itssiiapeand partly

" c(Miimands an extensive
to its altitude (.SS). The hill

view (n-er the vale below, and we shall "have ^occasion
) reler to it repeatedly in follow ins/ the course of '-The

\\Oodlanders histor\-

ascends (nit of Lion's (late vill iL'e is tl

s(.-rpentine road which
lie same t)hat

I lO
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ri li W I..SSi;.\ ( )! I!I()M AS II AKDN'

u ill! li r il/|)icrs ,111(1 ( "i|-ac(> arc

• liiiil"''! u iii-ii IJK Idriiicr \\,i^ on |||

I'liarmoixl al Mhlalitoit . Ih

^iipjidsini to Il,|\-

-1 ua\' lo \ I'sit Mr
l'i\ All, r t

(.rac asci'iKlril ihr sloijf

"> iiirtcii,

h-.Mi)\ an(
Ills (!(•-.( ( lit (S9).

wall li(

IS u a\ was cast.
aim- i\v() Lli.iractcrs ct)iH (

I )i 11

i>t lliis

re lis aj^^aai ai ihc sinnmii

(

Hill w hen, attcr tlicir .scpaiatic iii,

iracc Id '^iMiii iiiMi an iiitrrxicw .

ll/|l|C| S !)(•(.

ii'' '> tii'il li'Mi^c \\iii( h lormcd ihc niMil.-l |,

iiicat IliiitOih //,onsc, and wliKii was sin i<(l Id
have stood .u no -r(;at distance iVoiii l.itl/c llmtoJ,-
lias iK'cn sucpl away SMKr llx' (lat- al which ti

char.ictcrs were nnaoincl im h,i\i' li\(

staled that th<-. lioiisc had a nalil\- in i;

ll ha

jti i-nii-

S DICII

I It UlSc
-a (IcIiijIiUiil udor mansion staiuliin

side ol ll.iti omlic 1 )i lu n hill allhoindi
11c d<si:rii)tion nia\ hav-

4' on the soiali

(.^criain Icainrc^
ill

hoiisi', \\c cannot consider ii t\

liecii laki'ii (|-0111 thh

to Its architecture ^^v ii

\!'icai, either m re-ard
s .iliiation.

(

he (lnir(h, with the adjoinin.L; L;iM\e\ard in uhiili
illes Wint I'rlioriK! was sintposedly inU'rreil, wa s a

coin|io->iie slnictiire, drawn in part
.M

ti'oin the , hiirch of
einurx I .uhli, as w 1 as Irom lii.u lei'mitaec:

wiiKli iiion- iiearl)- represents iis position ((;o).

sonie (li'taiis I i-rlainl\' siil ;es t M luuleniarsi
\\ ( .Wr ( ( )1H ( 1

liiii .\\\^\ Sill

hit

lied in a sear( h for Kcvcl', rs I

II er(

and itie wediliiu

utieii l'it/.[)iers met th(jm.

parishes to show oiiiseKcs

uu. wliitlier

|)ari\ were liound
il

'

Jusi wa'kin- round th

to h im. r

I'll, w,is their e.\| 'lanatiou
lis inn u.is oiu-e a postine-hoiise u'i ik

mean si/e. Iml is now a larnidioiise and p,i sses ii\- tfle

name of |\e\els harm ((» 1 ). Ii is ai 1 old liiiihhiu aiiil

icitures remiiulins^r ns of'

n what was once the h.ir

1 a heiufi-ta!

poss(.'sses cert, nil siie-Lresli\'i

its lornier eniplo\ iiieiu. I

We m,iy see the money-till iiiuhrni'ail

with, a well-worn sloi in it. throii^^h which the; coins
were dropped. Coniiectine: the h,ir-room with the old
kitchen IS a -lass door with t urious laiticetl panes of
liotlle-'dass.

I 12
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I'lii-. \\issi:\ ()!• I' »M.\S 1I.\1<I>\-

^'^'^ '^l" ""^^ i;lanC(' ,a thr |,l,u<S l.Ul^,icl(; ih,.

I"Mm>l,iry ..I tli>- Hinlo(k country. MidMc/oii Ahbcx
is niciuioiicd as thr tcinpor.iry rcsidcnci- of Mtv
Charmoiul. I'iir ahliry ai Milton Altlus scfins t<.

have su^riresi,-,! it to .„ir amli.M-. W,- f,,nl an interest

"\U village, l.iiilt nn nm.lrl lines; all the houses on
lioih sides of the lono wide sinct aiv ahnr).st exactK
snnilai- in si/r and dcsi-n, and all are roofed with
ili.itdi. There used to he a nianriiificent avenue (>f

chestnut tn'( s, hut these were iHillaided a \ear or two
ago Ix-caiise of the dampness caused hv their over-
hanging l)ranch(;s; they arc beginning to recover
iheniseKes, however, and in a lew'years W(; may again
s.'e the grand display ot hlossoni which made '""the

village so conspicuous. I'he li- ,,ld ahhey, which
giv(;s the plac<- part of its name, c.anesas .a sudden
surprise; to the tra\'ell,-r, for among the (|ui<-t riir.il

surroundings we little expect to
'

see this .uicieiu
I'uilding of .Saxon foundation (gj). ("lose heside the
al.lHy-duirch stands the house which was .louhtless
imagined as the j,lace of Mrs. ( harmond's soj<.urn.

Wm- vill.ig.. <,f ()aId>Mrv l-ilzf^urs. which" .Mdl)in-y

l';""^';*' '" * '/''•''' '^^ heing the ancient home of the
idt/|)iers funily, seems to us to he represented in

Okelord I'itzpaine, a village lying in the \,dlev of the
Stour in the direction of P.land'ford a town' whidi
appears more or less identic. d with the Shottsford-
l''o)-ii)ii of the stor\-.

S/iciioii .Ui/uis. the fascinating old town full of
(|uaint hits of architecture and medi.eval huildiiiL;-.
comes heiore us as an approximation of .Sherborne.
'1 \u'. market-place, right in the centre of the town, is

where we picture (dies Winterlua-m; standing under
his specimen apple-tree, close to the sixteenth-century
conduit, which wa: j.l.iced there after its removal fnun
the cloisters of the abbc;y {u},). Tlie Digbv I lote! .seems
to answer to the " \vay\ of \\'ess<^\ "

; but the "Three
1 uns," a hostel of much less importance, must have

I w 'ell /It !-S tl-..

1 14
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1 III'. WI'SSMX ()!
I IIOMAS IIAKMV

(lisai.,M-,uv.l ni 1,.[,. years. A vi.ii t., il„. ,,|,|„.. chur. hnil I, . I .... I - .1 t .
J 'U I "nnj4 Iniik lo IIS th ' '>'> \\li'ii 'v. race and (;ilc.^

u.nl llicrc. "ualkcl alH.ul ihr ..l.h.v aisles and
sciitl)- s.ii down. 1"

!'• •il'l)r\-i:luin:h di

\>Xv

-emircn ctis|)la\s to us
m.inv 'Jisliiul iMTiods in its an liitcdurr X,.()i"in.iii,

''•i']i''ii(lii iil.ir. I' i-Miii
111'- year 705 to 1075 Sherh,,rne was llu: seal <.| .,

i-iriy I'ai-Iish, DeeoraK d, and I'np-n.li

llll-. .M Al Kl I Tl \. ^ill.I,l:,,l,,-,i..

^^

I.ish..,>nc: which iiuhKlc-d Dorset, Son..|set, and part
01 W ilts and I )ev(iii, '

snn^''"l" M '
'^^''V"/?'^''""">

^'^'"^^•'' "1^1-worId town,
suiionnded by hioh hills fnun which we ,nav s<-e some
P'^»oram,c vu.ws of the nei.^hl.ourhood that include"ny landscapes nUavstin^ to il .. Hardy nader.

marketdays the utle town is very bu.sv and the
s cets an. crowded

; bnt on other days it exhibits anUl tude towanls strancrers wliich can o,dv b<. ternu.i

th Y' ,

7'^ ^^''^ '""^>' ''^I'-'-eHtincr 'builch-nirs is
the school

; in tht- inusenm .->ft.-,^K..,1 ... :: ...
. .1 . iT ,-...,!

I iG
> v- ^-iiiu.1 1 1 1 in-i



I'll', \\()()i)L.\M)i:ks

the noted iiicl, .js.uinis, whose; ii

arc more prrtcct th.ii

Will
1 .iiiv otiicr s

l<p<T aiKl loun- j.ius

1 tin- old cistlf uc sli.ill

I'lcimcn cxt.ml.

as the hack'. round for

('in>'i|) of N'oMc I ).imcs.

I h<- liii.d scciii- t,il>

lit' /-////f IIi)itotk and

A niia

i.it<r, uhcn u
.id\- l;a.\l)\-

sir\(js

in "A

L's IIS hat k to iln- ( hiir < luard

thc '/at( M.
.1 niotioiilrss thMirc s,.iin(MiiLf

,1,'ravc of Giles Winterl
irking the spot, no d

rty South is pictured visiting t| le

111

»oriif.

Ill' to
.\\\k\ we must leave tlie coiintrv df "I

l>iit liien- is no stone
'i'"l'' '!'> in our search.

with the frank achn
\\ oodiaiulers

as much as we could wish

issi()n that ue have not disccvered

' '7
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" l-Nh|-|; iin-: (,ui I vw.Miii 'ii;!;!-, ni: Till

ini. s M-y .Icals u iih ;i phase: nf rnra! hf. whirli isnow iinlortmiairly <'xiiiut. A .niarlLT of
iiLJo a sin II'

.^ lu.irni.^hi still !u- hcan] occasionally in
•;"'^^^-- "I th. v.I!a,,c churches in Wesscx, but tlu- only
instances lo-day arc- where certain vicars have en-Uvavour.Hl t(, revive the sLrin-nuisic for .some SK.ecial
service a iH-oceechn,^- which has not ahvavs proved ^o-he success anticpaK.l, In the prefaaMo the last
edition of .h,s novel ue lind sonic interesting, details
^^^[^^ the players: " Their music in those chvs was^al I:: then- own nymuscript, copied in the i^v^nun^,
alte, work ami their music-books were home-boimd"
-Some ot the instruments were actuallv made bv theplayers themseh-es. Here are facts which slunv nsow sln.n,- was tlu: mt<a-est tak<-n in their work byhe musicians: they had then a prescriptive interest
HI the sery.ces; the instn.nK.us and the music-bookswere h n.ded down Iroin lather to son through manv^•neration.

\
hi st earnestly d<.erminc-<l to^Io theu"

^'"^^
<>

ll^-' ;hurch m which they performed, they
nevertheless 1, Hind ample le

another. J here is an authentic
brothers, one ,,\' whom

stor\' told of two
,

accus.'d the other of " blowin'
to(. harrd an dhrounin' t'others' instruments" ,^ut

;!!i.!!!.-*''''"'^"l
"* /'^'' ;'^-^'"^ation stcHitly <lenied the

lis vigorous
imputation, ami n- used to moderate 1
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'ini: v/issEx of tiiomas hardy
pcrlorinaiic-, ihc .,n)th. r packed his lliitc; with i,.a],cr in
such a inaniicr as lo leave only oik' note open, and the
player, l.lissfiilly unconscious, continued to lollow the
score with unabated ,,,al '

I he present writer h.as seen and handletl some o''

the honi(;-inade instru:ients, as well as sever.il of the
manuscript nnisic-hooks. 'l'],r Later often contain a
lunons mixture of carols, sec iil.ir son^s, jisalms, and
• juami ditties more suital.le to Christmas revelry than
church worship. The accompanyiuf;- illustration is

rejiroduced h-om a mamiscript musii-hook which once
lic-lon^ed to a noted member of the Mc/Istock O/n'ir'
(9|). It may not hi- necess.u'y to i-emind readers that,
until the vuil of the seventeenth cc-ntury. this word was
written as )>ronounced, vi/. (hiire, a spellintr still

retained in ih.- lioek of ComnKm I'r.iver. Tlu'^storv
is laiil in or .ihout the year 1X40—a d'lU- at which the
"ecclesiastical bandsmen" plav(,-d in manv churches in
lh(; neiohbourhood of Mcllslock.

Ill tracino- the back,u;rounds which figure in this
book we (md ourselv(;s concerned with localities rather
than with buildings, for with few exceptions these
have hcA-.w sv ept away or so comi)letclv altered as to
render recoo lition impossible. The fictitious name of
Mi/lstock included the several villa<rcs. hamlets, and
isolated houses comprised in the parish of Stinsford.
I pper and Lower liockhampton, Stinsford House
and cotta,<,res, Kinj^ston IMaurward. Hhompston, and
Hi.^her Kin;4ston may all be regarded as su'^trestively
comprehended in th(; general name.

Mcl/stoik Lane is the road leading northwards
from Mcllslock Cr-w—the right-angled' roads which
intersect al)out two miles from liorchesler on the
Tinclelon road (95). Here we are introduced to the
members of the choir, who arc: supposed to be on
their way to Dick Dewy's house at Upper Mcllslock
~A i)lac<: which si-ems lo us to be typical of Upper

' Tl... .ir.-ul,-,, lu.uU „„ llK. ri.^lit-lunJ |,ayc ,., ;i >ta>n rc-uIlinL; Iru.n ih. «, tnnM- 1.1 a cnkr niuj;.
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Till". \\i:SSl-.X OF THOMAS HARDY

lockhiunpton (')( >). As llicy ioiirncy thitlicr they soon

sec "L;liinincrmL; iihIk .itioiis ot the lew collaL;cs loniiiii;^

the small h.nnlcl. '

ll uc .\Vf corrccl in our sunnisc;,

wo shall oasil)- liiid iho litllo liaiiilol ; iho tranter's

lion^o, howo\-ti-, has (lis,i[i[tcaro(l. Ii was a coniiiositc

piclnrc, drawn ti'oni two models, one ot which is no
lon'^cr in cxi-itcnt'-. while ihc other has iiccn so much
alli.Tctl as to show no resemhlance to "the lonL; low

cottaj^re with a lii|iiied rool" of thatch" lamiliarised lo

us in the storw

1 1 we tollow the choir when, having; hrsl relreshcd

ihcmsclves with ihe tranter's i ider made iiroh.ihK-

Irom a [nu-cly linal apple, the " liock'a'ton iSwa.-el
''

(l)ock'a'ton hein;^ a corruption of I )(n:kh,mipton),

tiiey make a start lor the "outlying; homi steads and
hamlets," wt: are led to the schoohhoi im; at I.oiccr

Mclistoik a place approximaliuL;" clo^eI\- to I.o-.ver

lioi kh,n)ipion. Ihe present sthooMiouse may have
l)i;eii huiit since the dale of the --lorv, lhoUL;h it hears

no '^xvaX. unlikcne-.s to the huililiiiL; from which llie

Afi'//s/ock schoohhou^e was diM\\n.

I he next house to l)c \isited is I'",u'mcr .Shiner's,

and we m,i\- disiover its prototxpe in the house
sl.andinL; alio\i- the hrid^e at thi- bottom of the vill.iL;c,

now,itla\s more enclosed than formerlv ((^7).

W e now see them crossing- Mcllsloik /h-i(/i^( and
e;oinL; alon;^- " an emhowered path beside the I'room "

on their w,i\- to the church and vicarae^e. The [lath-

w.iy interests us more p.irtiiailarly as oiv of Tik-

te.itures in the mystic poem entitled "Ihe Head
(Jnire. As we pass .ilonn' it we catch a !:.;lim])se

ihrou-h the trees of the- J\'ii,if>:,\ilc)- Ilonsc which
liLjures in "Pesperate Remedies." 'I'hc- call at the
vicaraee --su;;L;estcHl i;y the house' st.mdinu- close- to

Stinsford Church (oS)— is the last for that ni^ht. a.nd

the respeciix'e memhers o| tile tdioir soon dis[)erse and
eo homew.u-ds.

I he next scene is supposed to take [)Iac-e in Mal-
<in,l- i,t-,.- MMi il,K- <^t ;.,.(, ,,-,1 ('^..-.a, 'II,;.. ..i,..,.,.k

I

t I : : .-; \_ 1 1 1u *^. 1

1
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Tin: \VHssi:x f)|- tiiomas ii.xKin'

II, IS lii'cn luic

MUisii 1,111^ iiAlk:

!• rcst(in_'(l

i'\ i-ciii()\ ril.

't I.itc \c,ir.s and tl

II ii'iu.iiiis soiiii

k;

'"-"^'"''^'•'t^ t.. thr |>iu r.nnilv, al.M. a hra^s lahln
;;;''- •'';nory of snnu- I larclvs nt nnr author s tamilv
"'""/';' '';"'?' '';•':': '''><:

i-.-.ts or nu- ••north ^^.t;-

"J
''"";'' '''^''> ^"-'' ^rounrd with tuo lar-.-

dccorat.-.l urns (,,,,. h is with th. ol.l ,all.-ry Hut
WL.u.partuaiarly ron.rrnc.I. It had '"a status and-ntnn.nt of ,ts own," w. ,u-.. told; and w" e
n-.uhly rrrdit th. ndativ.: ..ccl..M,>stir,.Ur,Hl,.s of those-

'"

V

;' '''''' ^''''' ""'^'^'"^ <^'' th.:\rallcrv

;;;;;;;:
'' Pf ''>'

'""'''::• '">""^' '''''• loud-somuHn.
iniinnis and chest notes. '^

;rij.- workshop of Mr. Penny stood, we an- told.> '-->- v'li.'^.;.' W<- cannot trace such a
I'l'^^'^ iH^'rc now. In.l troni one of th.: older residents

r,;'T '"" "' ^'T
'"'^^''

" ^^"'^^liop Hnvini. been

Ihm/, ,s the l.acksround for the- scene when Dick
K',es with-.Smart the mare and the- li^rht sprin<r.cart

"

to ietch J-ancy iron, her father's house. This wood.gL^^severa tnnesintheXovelsandinthelW

town T i
"'

^"'^"''" ^--^'hesler ,uul I'tuldle-ou n.
1
he ke.'per s coita,<r,-_now rem.delled-which

Is "Si ^" ^ '""' '^'"^ ^^ •'"'^- ''^^' ^'- >--^^

f th i i

?.'
';•'"';• '^"''^"^^^ '"'

-'^'^^ -^'^ ^he hotton,W th h ,, ,,^^^ 1 )orchester side ( loo). Us principal
'^atiue ,n o,n- authors mind .se.-ems to have been he
u..<,e_ chimney-corner "-for which wc: shall, however'ok in vain. hs ori.unal size- may he surmi.sed from
1

c m orm.u.on ^nven us that it was lar^e enou<dio a.n am, " n. addition to Cieoffrey himselffGeoHrev's
Wile, h.M chur, and h<T work-tahle, enrirelv withinthe nne ol the mantel, without dan^.er or evn, invetnience fVoin the heat of the hVc-.' Occas o 1instances ol these r;---,-. .-]-.;.

Lc.ision.u

'-M

)-Lwi tiers, (juile
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Tin: wi'Ssi'X oi- tiiom \s hardy

m

comnion in (nir .uiiIkhs ymlli. arc U> in: md witli

still, but ihf\- I jrconic IMi-cr \ iMi' li\ \ rai".

hi- arlion iiou iiirns tur a sIkhI linic to />//</-

))lO!ltll tl 11' naiui' miller uhiili W' \ nii mill passe-, in

the W'essex .\()\

soimr srciK's in " The I )\ nasi-

ill " The Triiinpel-Majnr. '

I

)

»'<>ne there wiih

II liirnis .\\\ ini])()rLini staL;e lor

and orcurs lre(|nenil\

i( k Is a'-siinied tl) have
ees lor Mr.some swarms ol

M.iyljold's mother and lo ha\e met i'"an(\- at "the
coriiiT ot Marv Stree'l . ni'ar the W\\v> s statue
w c see thiiii in ima-'ination ,is ihe\ dri\-e lu imewarcls
towther to .]/i//s/oJc. I u,- roail |)as.scs tliroiii^hth

IJpwey, .md jusl at the toot ol" Kid-eway Hill stands
the inn c:alleil "The Shi[j," where u e ;ire tol,l ih.-\-we are toKl the\-

stopped to ha\'e tea and rest the horse (idi). T

app(-ars to have been a nionieiiton^ t(

us

by and by "the new ly - al'tianeed \oiiih and
passed up the steep hill to the Ri
in tilt; direction of JA/A/iv/'."

ea-cn'mkiiiLT, lor

maiileii

il''eua\-, and \ anished

At tlu; highest |)oint in l'pp<i- IJockh.mipt on,

onuiieiU'es, tliere is a wood
roii^h which a drive h.is been

just wh(;re /:i^i/oii IUatli c

on the left haiul sidt; th

cut. It wc follow this track it will brin- lis out into
the luLih road leadiiiL;- from Doi-chester to I'uddletow n.

Just op[josile is another L;ate, .L;ivino- into a furtl

section of the sann
ler

e wood, ami in wliii h a simil.ir

his ue ma\' reco-nise as the|)athw;iy will be found.
" Snail-Creep "--still its n.ime the path followed by
Dick when he went luittiiiL; in (lr(,'\ s Wood ( n)j). I Te

had reached it by way of Cuckoo Cane- the northern
section of the track known in this no\-e| as Millsloik
L aiic. As 1 le is returmii''' honunvards, and just as

hi; lias " passc-d o\-er a rid

the skv, he comes lip with V
h: which rose keenl\' ai/ainst

inc\ W e I an track
them step by step as they jirocced tow.u'ds the
schooldioiise.

A little later in the narrali\-e we see the \ icar

o-oinL( towards C'lrvA ;-/>;-/(/;'<- alrcadv stated to l)e an
*lpj;i v;.\Ii;i<il.;' 'ii Iw I /i m'v.i'K Su i* , in i.iiir^ III Wllil \'f\( k
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Tin: W'cssi.x oi- iiiomas ii.\ri)\-

.111(1 w.ilks iicsii

K K.M

liim iiiUil lli<:y n\<d\ (.rcys I'.rid-r.

vcs him to -() to /h/rncrrr J//// {i'owUuu'iun
Mill); Init "Mr. MayhoKl 1. .mt
ihi; hritli^c and look.-d into tl

DMT till-

It' ii\cr.

ticinl m I )ick ol Ins cn'ra'^cniciit to ]•

|>arai)ct ol

had just

am;
nis heart was hcavv. I'liis hrid
our author as tlic

>• and
ll.iS ottill S(T\

\vh

in

supposed resL.'ni^r.pl.u;,. ,,f t|,,,^,

ose Minids were jierturl-cd -Michael lien
lur M nor o t C astcriirKl

i-'haracters.

W'c have alreatl

li'ood, .nul we turn
It is the (lav of tl

,uui

ciianl,

other laniili.n

y discovered the cottaLje in )<////

thith cr aL(aui for the linal

!(• \\c(klnu
are- <^,

churcl

ith

and nian\- ol

ered tlun-e W

aii'itfx

s(:(;ne.

triends
e S(h: th (-'in startiuLT tor tl le

cver\- man to his maid. . . . X( )\V

dark [)erp{;ndicular lir- IlOW th roueh a

luonj^f

' a/el
coi)se . . . now under hroad beeches in bright youni;
l(MV(;s th(;y thread«;d their way into the hij^h' road
ov(;r Yallmry IIHi, which dipjjcd at that point" directly
into the village of i'ancy's parish "

(103). No name is

given, hut we may taki; it for grantJd that the refer-
ence is to //dV;///r;-/>//n— pictured from the I'uddletown
ot lono ago^which we h.ive visited in a jji-cvious
chapter.
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III I - Miri.K IKOMIS ' wi,
I llAk.\( 1 I.Un

"
A I i:\v rkL'STi:i)

.\\ I \i Ai,i\ A ri\ i; W I MAN

w I 111, IV re ml Soiitlisrii .is belli"'- in our .ailhor s

iiiiiid w hen lie took So/cii/sca as the bad<iJ;r()UIUl lor
Itiis stor\-, hut \vc tiiK no rluf to help ns in ickMitif) in<

the particular hou.s(' in which the Marchmoius were
supi-oscd to hav(; lod-vd. Southsca is essentially a
scasuie resort and iorins th. r(

ortsniouth. tl

^sulential ([uarter ot

le archaolo'Mst tliere IS little o
iiUcn;st attaching to the town

; the castk-, built l)\

leiirv \'II

ortsea islam

slaiuls at tin s()iitlu;rn extreniitv ot

Just
s-'parateil from the niainl

pposite the sea-front, ,ind only
UK! IJV the inl(;t ot the

ihi~

lish Chaiuiel, lies the Isle of W'ij^ht
; doubtl

is the spot d('siL;nate(l In

ess

our author as tht
Isl.md opposite.

coin

shell

!t South.sea is lackin^r in interest, the islantl full^

jjensates for tht; tleficiency in its hii,di cliffs and
>

(T(;cl hays, clce[) - woode Uenre
low

Ih

Nlu'llered

ns to the heii^ht of 700 feet above th

ions and hare

e s(;a.

underclitf is a terrace of natural construct
by precipices above and hehind, and

ion.

)ff(TS
home to many delicate plants. On thi: south sidt

ol the island are the famous ravi
soft rock bv the act

es, cut through the
ion 01 rivulets, mimir

canons of the fir west where full- led ri\ers rusl



rill. WIs^l.X ()!• rilo.M \s IIAUDN'

.iIoiisj:. 1 he X (•((lies, ori'^inalU li

It

If 111 nilinla I-, lie oil

ic ucsicrmnnsi |)(iiiU ; diirini^ .i •.toriii in i;')) I'licof

till- sjiin--^ u,!'-, mil liTmiiii'il ,iii<l till, liu ir i lu'-t <(M1

sliUlrnl is I ll.ljk, .lllil lllc\ ,iic .il jdill |i 'I 1 lict 111 height.

Alum 1>.I\ Is |]i'rll,l|i. llic must mtciislin;,^ ^|hiI in ijlc

i^fcojiMisl, till' here till- \fni(.il iji <|>(isli II III 111 till- str.it. I

is Vrl"\ I |i ,irK ill lllliil : Ill,lll\ Inssils .irr in In- met

U illl, .mil .It I'llnnK I'mill tllrrr exists ,111 I \ti|lsi\f

tnssil tore- t.

illl .Si iN- \ I
in

"Ir, a rriiinti: iinnk in Xmili W'rssrv. forty miles

Irmn Lmiilnii, iicir the lhri\ mil; tnuii nl \lill)rirkli.iin

( Ue.lililV^ ). illl re sinnil ,i |irelt\' \ ill.l^e W Illl its rlllin 11

.iiiil ji.irsnii.i'^e. . .

.' 'Il::s inlrniliH' s ir; to the

vill.i_L;e (.illed ( i,i\iiii Illl. .iinl \\<- m,i\' iileiitiU it iimri' or

less 'InseK' '\itli .Shiiitielil, .i 11, unlet st.indiiiL; .i little

ilist.mie nil the in.iiii I. ill Iroiii Kcidiii;^ to r>,isini^

stohe, ,mil .ilioiit lour miles Iroin the lornier. it is

( er' ,iiil\- .1 jirill\' \illaL;c; iiiaii\- ol the houses are o|

ii.ilt-timli 'r coiislriu lion .iiul are (uerhiiiv^ with trees.

i'he rluiri li is .1 rmeexamiile ol llinl work ;:iul has a

scju.irc, soliil-lookini; lirick lower with I Mtlleiiii iiteil

Ifar.ipets and liandsoine slrin;^ i mirses ( n 1 1 ). it was

oriL;iiial!\ Imilt in the thirteeiuh, i eiuiiry ; the tower is

l.ilir, perhaps sixleep.ih cenUii'X'. inside .ire a numiier

(li interesiin;^ monuments, and the rool is ol m.issi\'e

timl)crs, ciiriouslv sti'Mlted. i his is the church w herein

we pictiiri- ihi- m.irri.iL;!' nt Sop!i\- and the rector; and

ill tile ( huri'li\ .ud Sopin was supposedly laid t<> rest.

ilie xicara^c is near li\', liiit it is a, romparalixcly new

liiiildin^ de\'oid nl aiiv
]

i;\rticiil,ir interest (m;).

A ! -ondoii suliiirl) is the ivxl h.ick^rnund : it.

iinw(;\er, hears no disiiiicli\e Ic.itures hy wiiich we can

distin!:;uish il amouL; two or iliree nil llie south side.

th()iiL;h the Cd.ipham ixnad would meet ilie descrip-

tion. .Snplu is residing- here, alter her witlow linod.

anil (ine d.i\' sh.e sees S;ini iia.ssuU' -a.lonL'" the ro:ul in

the early mnrniii;_; with a load of V(';,^etal)les lor Ccneiii

130
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THE WnsSF.X or THOMAS IIAROV

Giii-(U-n M.irkt.-t—a scciu- ihat may he \vilnc.s.-,(:(.l any
early iiiorniiiL; in the suburljs of Londo!,. Soon after
h(T r'uht beside liiin we are toltl thai h(- takes a
fruiterer's Inisiness in .lldbyiikliam—w Knvn cast in
the semblance of Readinj^r. \\(~ can scarct^ly hojje to
pick out the actual shop after this lapsi; of time, and
the only clue we are L,dven reij^ardiuL; it is that it was
the largest ,jf its kind in the town. In our mind's eye
we can see Satn standino at the door some four years
later watching .i funt-ral procession as "

it passed his
door and went <nit of the town towards the villagt! of
Gaymead,"

1^

b <)k ("u\; iKNci;' Saki;

b'rom the story told by Alillborin: we learn that h(
came up to town at one-and-twentv, from 'I

boi

luth

)ugh, in (?>uter W essex." 'J\incboroiioli is

one-

our
uithor's uiiaginalive 'I'aimton

; the fact that it ^andf
on tile rive, Tone suggests to us the ori; in

iictitious ni ne, and, if wv. rei

is the first to introd

th

member ri ,^htly. t!

Its

;ms tal''

uce it into thc^se chronicles. I n
medi
were celebrated for the saU,- of a woollen clodi calletl

icLval times the f.iirs— now held twice yearly

auntons. Th
and t

N

e pansh ch
mest in t!ie country.

urch is one of the largest

lere are some relics ot
rk

: b^arly b^nglish is representcnl n th
orman work

north aisles and transepts • but the inain building i:,

!e, novv used as a museum.l'(;rj)endicular ( i u6). The cast
md C(Mitainii g some interesting preiiistoric and oth(,'r

mtiquities, was largely rebuilt in 1406, but its original
date was much earl

3eing twelfth centurv

ier tlian this. tlu> wall s and tile keel)

It was here that the ill-fated

aiK 1 1

ineetinL'' o f M illlionie
eonora was supposed to take place ; but when

attM" he wishetl to marry 1

ati to go in order to find Ik

th(! prototype of Hxoiilniry
mentioned here xcept the' house ii

ler it w.is to Ji.\oiibit>-y he

..xeter is more or less

particular spot isno

1 whicli .eonora
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'nil': VVHSSEX of i homas hardy
livrd, and which cannot now hi; accurately d(jt(;rniincii.
Aft <:r a passing; reference to London, antl a-rain to the
Isle of W'iijjht, the action l

Saxon times Yeovil
rns to Ar//. In A n< do-

was known as ,vill or \le aiul

IS siiltices to
ilie local ])ronunciation to-ilax is Iv'll

; th
li-ll lis the town ri,<,nir(-d in our author's inintl as Ii'cll.

Coix' is represented as the- cur.ite of St. John's Church
-a rerjjendicular l>iiildinL,r of cruciform shape c(jntain-

in.<; some tine wiiulows of that style, and interesting
brasses of the lifteeiuh an<.l sixteenth centuries. Und

""

tht

that the Millbornes eventually

er
e chancel is a thirteenth-century crypt. It is here

in a little old m,

come to reside, livinir

mor - tiouse
Irom Mr. Cope's town cjf I\i

staiuhn'f a mi

A T ie\i.i;i>N' oi :\V(i A Mi;ri'i()Ns

le action of this story is also I.n'd m and around
\ eovil. With th(' prologue we have little to do; th
villaLre is not iiKMitionetl by name, and is only referred
t<) as beinL,r jn a distant county. Wells, in its

Foiintall, conujs

Cl(

5^11 ise of
before us for a time ( 1 07), th<- Cathedral

osi- n-ceivm^ trecjuent mention
;

iii it \\v.

elder 1 lalboroutj

west front of the catlu-dral." Th

see th(

h stantl, "starin<r (]iii//ically at the
IS now old

1,!^^ in a hollow under the iMendip Hills,
city of Wells, lyii

.imitl beautiful scenery, was one of the
towns of Wesse.x in Saxon times. 'I'he Ooo
on th

-fash loned

most important

litrures
e west front of its cathedral, most of them life-

si/.e or lai-L^cr, re|)resein kiiisjjs and queens of S
X orman. md 1 antasjenet times, as we 11

ixon.

as manv
anj;('ls, proplieis, and saints.

I hence the action moves to Xarrolioiinic, si

su-L;estive of West Coker (loS).
r )iu

( )\ 1111 Wl STI KX Ci |.;i rn-

lirsl b,uk<;round lo this story W(> find in tht
marKet-S(iu.u-e at JA/r/zrvAv— typical of Salisb iry,

J4
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1 n

U'

II II- Wi'.s.sl-.X oi." I lloMAS lIAkDV
iif ^ii- IS 111 hill swiiuf, and uc |iictiii-(; kavt: Icavi lU

most
Ills (luict coiucinplaiion ..f" tlic cathedral- -th
Ii«)inni;rnc(.ii.si,ilc.,r,ncci;..valar(:hiic,;nircin l".nnland'
(
loo) aiui (jiucrin^^ the turmoil

Mclilic^tcr has air

in th (- market-place
iii(;a(l\' recciveil

I'revioiis chanters, luii the 1

oiir consideration in

iKiine ol the; II,

Kuise iinai_;ined to he; tl

irmans is a fresh ohject I

a (I ;nilied rc^suleiice of consi

to IIS.

le

IS

a\-e oil lo th(; Sf|iiare

It w
.111(1 It

n consi(ieral>|e size,.... -^ biiildiiiL; answerinnf to the
d<'scription, thou^L^h not now a private residence, may
l)(: toiiiid near the; north-east corner.

Our next exploration will he -the earthworks of Old
.

iel -hester, where- R.iye takes Ann.i for a walk (i lo)
I he associations of Old Sariim are profoundly inter-
esting to the arch, colonist

; the hu-c mound is hollowed
out m ih.- ccMitre- like a cr.iter, and the rim is topped
I'y a rampart; it descends almo.st she.-rlv to a depth
"' ;"i;; li"nch-<.I feet. It was a .uronghold of th.-
early hritons. To ihe Romans it was known .as Sor-
luodunun,. l-arly in the si.xth century it was the seat
'>t_ Lenhc, (ounck'r <.f the Wes.se.x Kin-dom. In thennon o| I-.dw.ird the Confessor it posse.s.sed .i mint
in io;5 ,t hecime the seat of a bishopric, transferred
thither from .Sherborne. On the " Sarum Breviary"
printed m \ cMiice in ,4s;,. was based the praver-books
"t l-.dward \ I. h was not until the thirteenth century
tnat the new city nf .Salisbury spran.c,^ into e.xistence'
but the wa Is .,f th.^ old city ivm.iined standin- until
early III the .seventeenlh century, when they were
demolished. Accordin,!,^ to Ptohany (s.-cond c.'aUury)
Sarum was .1 place of Cc^ltic oriui,,,

' '
'

The "(invit -Mid -\V,;.sse,x" Plain" is obviously
sup,stn-e ol Salisbury Plain, and it was in one of the
vill.i.^^es lyui- within its boundaries th.it Ann.i was
brou-ht up the sam • pl.ace in which lulith llarman
h:J<l jMsseo her early hi,.. n,,. actual position of this
villa-e we cannot determine, ihou-h it .seems not far
Irom .Stom-heup, (aifortunately. much of the poetry

1 ...vu.
.11 uu u ;iiii

136
"• i V.».l_Cll >'



LIFIl'S LIl ILI' IKOXII'IS

no.— Oil) .S.\KUM OM.I-l.l

III. - I 'iM ij

137



Tiii". wi'.s.si.x oi.- rnoMAs iiardv
"win^ to ihr Advrm of iiiilit.ii-\-

wnicli uil

t.

aiiiMMl
lamps, ail iniiovati

•ss to the asthctic than to tl

• III

!<• mili-
tanan srction nt l'.n_s^rlish p,-o,,l,.. This vast .•.xn.,nsc nf
,L;:-r.-n .louiilan.l.onlyoccasionallvl.rokrn hv ruitivat-.l
stiTUhrs, used I,, convey a smse of lonHinrss aiul
.•-•inotrncss Ironi nvihsalion that iniprcss.Hl thr visitor
with a p,rul,ar t.^rlinj^ of cIHi.^ht

: one mi^^ht uan.l.r
"'I;' 'If'- m'K- Without in.H-tin.t; a sin-^-K,- human hci,,..
•"Hi th.| on y rvi.l.-na: of scnti.-nt hfe' was -o he looUl
Ij.r u. the llocks ol sheep -razin-r h^.-^ .,,^,1 ^i^^^e, or a
chstant ^^^hmpse ot a shepherd with his dog. Hut to-dav
that IS all changed

; the contours of the grassv undula'-
ti'.ns are marred l,y miu'tary tents or groups of temporarv
struriun.s

,
and msiea.d of a distant rail from a sh-pherd

to Ills d(,g, our (-ars are met hy fr.HpuMU Inigle-calls
I !!< ac tion turns to London, and thc-n^ tlie- marria....

"< 'H,r two ehiel characters takes pkice. The last wesrr ol them ,s as they speed along in the train, 1h.u„,1
loi Aw//.tw, the hctilious presentment of Swana'a-.

( lolc

ot

thr town which am

in

/,,./ , ,, ,,. ^. ,

,,"">>"". ites to the //a:rit
A'.'/. 4 the Wc.sex Novels, f.rms the hack.^round
"s story,,,,). h is lunlt on a pe.iinsula formed In
hj.uat.-,-sot I'oolcllarbonr, an irregular, manv-hayed
nica, and, on the oth.T side, hy Holes Hav' The
harhom-. w,th its exceedingly narrow mouth; exten.N

nd, and has an average hreadth of
< )| the many isl.mds which an-
;sea, or r.rownsea, is the largest:
resi(Ienc(

, omc a castle of .lefcice
'"l">- I'^-nod as a safeguard for the ha,-l,ot,r

II 's a putun-s(p,e sheet of wafr, hut hv no me,,,,.,
easy to ,uv,g,,te. for the ehh ,,f the tide le.ives onK
nar,-ou channels, difficult to f„!|ow <:xcept to those wh-'.
:"" •••''')• <;'l",I,ar with its intricacies. When view.',!""" ^i^'; Iki-^Iu ol \in,.-n,uTow Down on the south'" iro,n l.\ tchett l:e;,c,,n ,.„ tl, 1, .i. •,""•) >-"C v> Ku .strelLii

ne.irl)- s,x ni,ies ,,iian(

aiioiit foi:r ,,iiles.

dotted al.oiit. l!,Midssea
"11 it i.s a c.istell.itcd

lii,ik in th(



LiFi'S ijirij. ikoxii:s

w itrr, with ils islands cropping up Ik-Tc and th(;r<',

ikc-likc appiarancc, .iiul has earned lor itself

llir title (if " The I )(>r.Mi Lakes.

the eslii.u-\- are tile Saiulbaiiks, a

A I tl le nioiilh ot

IIKI

low-lying stretch of

e sand which woiiKl without doubt h.ive dissoKed
tilled uj) the channel had protecting groynes not

Tllere islircii iiuilt to Itri-ak the lorcc: ol tin; sea

I ijiiuhle tide in the harljoia^ ; after llowing lor

six hom's it •.•l)l)s for an hour and a half, and then

lldws again t(jr the same period, thus making a seconil

hiL;h-water, and ebbs again !or the remaining three

hours.

.Mthouiih there are iuimenais barrows and British

iMI ihworks scattered .d)out the environs of 1*( ami
II i(( s exist ot a Roman roatl leadinv Irom thee to

W imliorne, we possess no \-ery i;arl)- chronicles o th(

iwn. It is lirst mentioned historically in 1224, whe n

llie haililts ami good men ot La 1

to retain all ships within tl- -ir port.

oie were ortlereil

We an; intrcnluced to Jolitte wh(;n he is imagined
as enteriU!/ •St.

J,
unes Ch urch to oiler in

M\ 111''' lor his (((Miverance Ircjin slii|)wreck. 'Id

nan
us is

ks-

th(-

parish church, (-rected in 1S20 on th(= site of an ancient

IiiiiidiiiLT. In the lliirh Stret.-t we are also interested
;

II Ir th e mam thorou!"

Ill

hfare which bisects the town nd
ads down to the (|uay. The quay is one of the most
tcri^sting ])arts ol the t(nvn, lor here forgather men
manv nationalities ; it also serves as a sort ol clu b-

loiiiige lor the loafers of the town antl the gossips (112).

1 o the wharves come many loreign ships, laden chietly

uith timber; and Irom here is shi[)[)ed a considerablt;

imounl ol ihe cla\- hjr which the district is famous.
Close besuie th e <

hibitinu the most

piay we liiid the old town cellars

aiicK lit buildinij in Poole, dat IIU

Irom the r(M'gn of Ldw.ird III. Looking on to th(;

iii,;h StrcM't is a (ieorgian house, now used as a

hospital, and we have every reason to think this was
ip[jropriated by our author as a model for " the worthy
auaLuaiil's home, one of lliose large substanii.ii brick
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'I If" \vr:s.sF;x of ti K>M.\S MARDN'
iiMiisions (>(

towns."
'IIUMU ly J.iminLcl tq) in (jM - lash umcAi

Witrnvv.

oiJlamrcl,

li.ind

to (j;;i/(

I view

sea-

In i.na.L^ination wr can pictnrr Joanna clinihin., th-toilsom.' asnait of ( onsiitution II
ol ihc o[icii chaiuK

'

wards in th(; hope ,,f s..,,',!^. he,- h„s

stret, u.s iH-tor. us: th,. harl.our. hrok.n 1 v ih.- manyislands and inCts • the I'nrhr,!- nill. i

>;'."'">
tlir nitlnv.r 1 1

I nrixik
1 1

ills hehiiul (ornimfr

sh ij) njtiirri.

^asuva.d vv,- can not. thr narn,vv neck of the harhonr
'''<I'n.- nito the lin-lish Channel.

Tiir: JMhiM.K •>i Tin; Ri;i.:,,

•a-nle tl r 'V'-r^
^'^^^ ^ites and scenes in

^ ^i^l^'- th= (,reenwood I ree " we reco-rnisc-d closeto the bnd.e at Lower Hockhampton.
-t loni^ 1 v

VZJ^^ --,-I'posed to represent the k^^iJZ
1

.irn er Shnier. I he s une place comes before ns nowas the house at which Wat Ollamoor locL^ed \\Vhear of Carhne Aspent pausin,. on this bra 'e andbeconync. fascu-.ated by the hddler's nu.sic. At th
t me slH,- was duellin,,. with her father, the parish clrkwho hved n. the middle of the- villa^^e ofW/.%/
I -ncleton has alreadj- done duty for S/.^/e/o^ hvtare two distn.ct clusters of houses here, and we are

'

chned to locate the clerk's house in th^ more weste ,"

and older, cluster, near to the farm-house wh ch wedecided to regard as the model for X'enns dairy oul'
"1 "he Return of the Native' (, , 3)

^
^"''

1 he action turns for a time to London but -umfnreverts to South Wessex. We may pl'turi- 1 e Hicrofts journeying to CasMn^,, (I )o che ter bv r
"

L.nr.„./ • " ,

^^'^'•^"1 hall way house;, w delv

'.CII1.-.CU to us as J Jic i'Hict
140
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\\i:ssi:.\ o].- riioM \s iiakdv
//

when Xcd
M

'onuni. thr m,,[l„.r ,,n.i , |,iM im.l M,,,, Oil,
(omrs on Ihc scrnc it is to d

imoor, ,iii(

<i|i lias (lis.ipiicin
iscovcr til It f

hiiii. W ! m.i\'

*' ''lid t.lk.ll the little wirl will

'//. Out
picture the f. (Ill leil |iiir->uii across

lii,L;h\\a\, a Ilia

iil'Uard to Its not easilv

Sl<l<' tile llou,,-, oil thr ,,tl„.,- .,i,|,

l^ heath land rose siillenK
ss (it (|,ir

I'l.ileau, w her

woods ( >t" M
«•"" jutted into tl

accessilile interior, ,i |-,,vii led

sl,\-

ISto\'e|-. I),l( k(

I his des( ri|aion ,,|' il,,. scei
that ill-' . ///./<).-, V- I

'Mice, hnrnt in some of tl

tli«' he.iili. J-

l.\ the \-

!'• is true tl

th.

ir- woods

uiiur\ ( '|i,ii( (

d.iy, exceptim.
na\e |i,issed out of cxisl-

le lire-, s\ hi, I, i,^,^.

anujiar to th

IS section ol .South W
I'"ust,i(i,i \'

it fiirther Ik ri

"^'' 'il us who I

e ra\;i^(

<'ss( \ is v(
i.i\

\''. and It w

e \-|sited th e noiu
oiild seem n eedlrss to •s( rilie

If

shall

of ll

•A !•

'.ve enter 1

)

w (.'la
I Ml ( di \i: \| III;

orchesttT
see, on our ri!:4ht h.iiid

If town, an inn be.irin-. tl

h\- the I

lust ,ii th

•oiidoii Ko.id \vi

' coinnieiici iiien

IIK' Wood(Ml S|i(Mart, a I

tile- top of the j)oi\h. "( )n

'linen o| that

!'• name of the \\ hit.

uiiina! tj;ra(ini.

the
aii\- in.irkei

\'ard in Iroiit of tl

d.l\- we 111, IV hiK
!<• mil tin

vans. ,iii tvpi

tile short tal

jiical o f tl

"ii,i4<'d with cirr lers

to I.

<-'S w(; ,ire ex.uninii

!<• particul.ir \an mentiom-il
I"'.

/>/i(/i//i

onj.,rp„(ldlc, is the titk- it 1

'urthen, Carri

m
er

wc s/iall 1

x'ars, ,uk in /. ('///

Vlllao;,.s of Pvdelhint

••'<'^ins<- a siron;:; rcsenihlancc to th

iiaininL' < .( th < tictitious

<"i •iiid IVdeltrenthide, th.

fxplon; the two 1

place strikmo; us at oi

practically connected t(

Let us follow IJiirth

ono- sti-an:.rlin<r villa-i.'s wliicl

aijt

ice .IS W.-

Whit. art.

Dnr
!•

> cacli otiKT.

en's van as it starts

no: cr Moor of the W
nccurriiinr about miih,

irst come the .

X

1 ar.'

iroin tlie

'pen me.idows— thi
ess.'X i\()\-e|s- (

tl

>re\- s hrici

road, w(; chinh W'atcTst

vay
; tluai, takiiii; th.; left

,^'^

nan. I

scene o f tl.

one, or (dimm.'rstone Rid.rc—
' ne i\e\ isitation

i.iJ
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I III. \v[:s.si:x oi- 'iiiomas iiakdn-

)t" Sh I..

I was (.11 tills road that lony ^ni himscll
)ul-:!f he hiiiis.ir drscrihcs as a "lumiiv-

u.iy r.i .Myrcs i..uir, uiiul, Lnn^s „s f. tlir suniinit hv
a scriL-s „| rises ami dips. ( )n.v at the tnp ,,1 ih.- 1„1|
tin; road dcsanids into the valley ol the I'vd.-le iiid
l'>ll<nvs that litth. stna.n uinvar.ls. th.- road ninnino
IMrall.l u.th the river. Aa.,rdiii<^r «, l,,,,.,] r^.,,„t,. ji^.
( istrict is ..lie uhei-L-in a man (an "neither live nnp
di-; —whuh means it is too poor lor him to :nake ,

livini; 111, uhd.r th(- climate is to<. healthy to allow him
to perish ' '• '

into the

watch.
'

"Th.' History of the il.iidcom-.s' has Jiu^/niouth-
hi\-i, as Its hack-round, a plac(. well kiiouii to us as
.semhlahle to Weymouth. •• 'Idu^y looked at the ships
in the harbour." we read, "and then went up to the
l-ook-out, which is now called the iN'othe.

In "The Superstitious Man's .Story" we are in-
terested ui a matter outsider the scope of mere top,,-
Kraphy. 1 he church is not mentioned bv name but
the inference points to it being the church of Lono.
//^,W.'—which we are led to perceive as that of Pyde-l-
hmlon (114). William Privetts midnight visit to th<-
church porch brini.,rs before us a custom\)r superstition
.still believed in by some of the older people in the les^
sophisticated parts of Wessex. and the present writer
has met several people who firmly believed in the
custom, and who, accordin.i,^ to th(;ir own showincr had
proved its outcome to be true.

'^'

The story of *• Audrey Satchel and the Parson and
Uerk hii.s Its action at Scrimpiou, a village nearlv
Identical with V rampton. or b'rome-town. 1 fere in the
beautiful old church built in the fifteenth century th<'
wedding ,s imagined to have taken place (i 15) There
vvas once a Benedictine priory at Frampton, and close to
the village is the site of an ancient British settlement

... f
he "Story called " Absenc •iiiudediiess in a I^irish

Lhoir bru.gs back to us the novel entitled •• Under the
C^reenwood Tree." where we fiiul many intere^sting

144
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\ i-i:\v CkusTHi) cnAKAc ri;K

"!< Is sii|)[)(>sc( >t(.l1,IV( t.ik

l..i:;;f^!ii{i{lc
(
"IniK :li, alrcidv rclcrrcd

<'ii place ill the i^.illcrv of

Wint
to as Pvd

) \tll>iiiv U'oik/. Ih

<TS and the I'aliiilrvs" tak
ire usc( I to I

(IhirUdii.

<"s lis into
IC

stitidii ciiiiciit wiili rc^Mrd to \

.1 (iirioii

lid to he the haimt of

^ll"u^ as • 'I'lic Wild M,

(•llovvham

;i Mivstcrioiis

w
. sii|)cr-

Itood

[xTsona^'c
111 o \ all in," fo whom was

•
nnhiitcd tlif paternity of many of tli<; " love-t hild

III till

nil
iiei.-hhourinjr viila-es. He- was als., ctvdit.-d

^Mi
1 (Miismt. many unpleasant surprises to thos.- belated
Is wiio chancfid to tiiid thenised
the \ ellowham trees after ni'ditlal

ves tinder tile shacU

i"iiinp<arlial)le storv of a -irl who
lilr

lere is an
was irraii-iu^d Ixtore

" .il >naL,nstrates. and who, in r.-ply to' a (|iiest

W
to the paternity of her chilil, replied': "

I'l

ershipluls. twer' the Wild M

ion

ease \'oiir

Vall.•i; '• "-"^ ' I'lt wild .\iaii o i all 111.

I'o find tin.' he-Id of action for th(; " lucid
if' of Mr. ( • eor'fc ( rookhil

'"rtiiii'ii portion of South W
'''hiiLj out of Melclu;ster" .

eiil in tlic

\\(; must explore th(;

essex. (

.III

leortf

md
y was

I'l'-kin- \()iiii<r farmer" m-Axr Hissiat II

o\'ertook a " hue

'oiit three miles from Salisb
ill. This hill IS

thnnnrlih iJIandford to Dorchester. At Wood'
n -occiirrinir imdcr its present-day n
-o\, -red -they stopped to bait tli'

urv on the road leatlini;

yates

i!i^r(i\crc(|

I ran

till- 111:

•asil

tridoc—a i>I

:ht.

imk; and (

eir liorses
; at

>

place ;ikin to I'entridge— they passed
At liast \\'oodyat(;s thf: road

Koman Road, or \'ia I

intersects the

>tr,ii :ht line to

'inaii .St.iiion.

cf'iiiana, which runs in

ry Rings. I'iudoo/adux, th

ha\i-

M(l\\ u

Hadbi
is regardexl by some authorit

I'cen synonymous with \\
which tl

e

les to

oodyates. Th e l)y-iane

no

w
)iibl be this same I

i«'y are supposed to have ridden would

rttati that "the h

koman Road

t th(n a

IS aru

gure of i\Ir. Lackland w.
mn, and in the village street, and in tl

tioii •• p
1 lanes about Upper Longpuddle,"'the d
ppcr " seeming to denote Pydeltrenthid

as

le

esigiia-

MS



cii.\I'T[;k ix

" U i;.s>L\ I \l Is"

' ill I'lii.i i: Si i;\N(,i ks

''?"\''"'> l'"l"i''"- -tnry, lH,ih in inriMtivc .,n,l .,s ,

'"'•"'> •'!'l"-"I'n.u.-. Ii u,. journrv lo CmisWHu' ami

'^"•"' ^^''1''' '"1 tn.ii- I),,n-hr.fr to \V,,vil, ^u' si
note oil our I i''lu li,ni(l

,

u Mull sccin , t'

111(1 SWcMl, il

ili( ) ihc \()|

(0111111-- Iroiii ihr cou.iijc stand

Kill

I'l. ilcsolat<! coumrN

iLJinatidii
CCS m- hear id m,,

I'hci- t row stairs.

"i.!^ on "the s<.litarv In!

sonihrc
; stran-crs aro r

t Is all \-ci-\ tori

Ir c(|iicnl the (iouns w Ik

til" lop (it ih( ('low I,'.

<('imti-\- CAW II.- had.

inl\ :,ccii her
ise work lies tlu.Tcon. ' I

orn, vcrv
c. and onl\- ilios.

.1 \vid(; view ,,f the snrrou

Chester, h

" the south-east lies

roil

mh'iiL

1> Ol'^

ciT'eo li

)IIU:oilll)e I )o-.\ 11 ,uid th

i>y Us a\'emies ot' tPCCS ix'lund I!

I Is to the loilelv llal

e l\id-e\va_\- shut out th e sea.

straiiL^ers are i

is the escaiied

'Ualioii hcnt that the th
in:i,L;ine(| to t:oiiie

rcc

he first t

'risonei irom LasUr/u hh
second IS th(- liann^inan, i)ass

o arri\c

'Hol ; the

place the other
trom S/i'.ittsford, a t

passipy on his wav to li u.' very

may readiK- picture tii

'•"'i'' '''"": tl third had tramped
'"''' '''''I <>i" liiandtord. \\'

own

and Ins siihseijiKait pursuit 1

aniied with lantenis and hup
tion \\t; watch them

< mirried exit ot ti ic third straiiiic-r

irtv,\ the rest of the p;

'l.e-sta\-es and 111 imai-iiia-
Mi-aml.lm- o\-rr the downs, fall
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' \vi-:ssr:x r.\L[:s"

ilowii tlic lynchcts, ami cvciitii.illy rctiiniiiv.
iiui()C(;iu iiKin in ciislodw

with the

A 1 I^AI III |( i\ ( i|
I So '

So!onion S <'il)\ ^ l.uv

t.ikc^ us to I iilw ()[-[!) (J

of til

o\-c

1 n'Mican \raiit

aiii

hiirroinid ii. tor wc da
111. nouns uia!

\c already |)i,-tin-cd Liilworlh a
'proxnnalcly Klcntical uiili /.:/. lead

s

licic ()l)

t!i(

IS SU|»pOSt.Hl t(

<»! /-///a '///(/.

) lia\c ofcn 111 taiiii)
downs alio\-c Kinrr (

on
1V\1X''V.

v\\y\v\\\.\\ hnicom he 1)

s \vaicriiiL''-l ^lacc —
ou n ami

,s olonioii s Llh

lif ( onics tf) \i sit
LUita-, ami •s Willi ilu,- lai
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!-> no loiii^iT (iisc()\-(:r, Ihic aivi
MMIlll ical accurac\- niusi b(^ sa.
ihc downs aI)o\c j ulwor th C
MiLo tin; L ova; itself. To fi

|'>'«)\r partii iilarh- ailraiiivc

U niolii to

onion li\(-(l

for to|)o-

ranihlc on
am (• d( lu n

M'oioMJst tluj dills here

our L;i-ccd

slifnl with ,1

()\(.-' am

diltcr.-iit Urata to he ohservetl
downs, covered with iiiinieroiis hari
prehistoric earthworks, wii
interested in archa-ol

on account of the
while the iindiilatiiiL;

ows and soim-
tlejiulit ill wncj are

oijN
.

I hi: Mi-a \\i iioi.v I [i >sAic OK Tin; (;i.:i:\i\x Lr,ao.\

ami
I Ills story IS laid on a hasis of historical fact

;^' '•in aftord to he delinit.^ in our ideniilic.uion of the
I'-ick.^roumls. Dine, mhe 1 )oun, so,,n to he familiar to
MS as a h-(<|iient sce-ne in - Ihe Inimi.et- Major "

and
.•U.un to c.jme hefore iis when we explore the comurv
:""i.er:e(l with "The Dynasts," is the spot we are seek-
'".^ (110). ••

I I,a-c stretch th<: downs, hi-h and hrce/v
and i^ree-n, ahsoh.tely niichanue-d since 'those eventful
^ ays, says our author. The down overlooks one of
th.: most exK-nsive panoramas in the whole of the
\\<;ssex Country— "commanding; the IsK; of Portland
'" roni, and reachin.^r to St. Aldlielm's Head ••aslward

I almost to the Start on the West."
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ri ii-. wi:ssi;x of tiiomas ii.\h DY
issociatioi, ,)f ancient days, of [K.-opIc ul

K'li.i; a.L,n) passed nito dust, seems to lin-a
nave
tliis '.rassy expanse', and we shoul-,! ih
i-onjui-e np a more fittiii

no

r around

tile iraocdy which forms the w^V//of the

ink it th'fticult to

scene lor the; enactment of

Th
hoLise

h'ved,

tory.
small, dilapidated, half farm half

m which I'hvllis (

mano
irove IS supposi;d to hav(

las now compl(;tely disappeared
I

.f
•

tanjj;ihle evidei

remains as an i

r.ides(i 17). '"heir hodies I

(•a\in<r no
ice of us rxistence. Only the church
Miniscnhed monument to the two com-

and the actual

the oKler inhahitanis
; hut tl

and we must relv on th(

had the

In tl

e in the gr.iveyard attached,
spoi used tol)(; pointed out hy some of
'

'•''<- is no memorial tablet,

mc-mory cjf those who have-

le

mouiuls nulicated to them hv th
I'ansh ren;ister may still he seen the

cir p.irenls.

relatmi;- to ihc; I

>'"J

niri.il of the t

date ot June ;oth, iSoi. M

entries
wo (lesert('rs, under the

Wert; known to I

The
seeme

'

to meet her lo\

ivinn;- persons

en who saw them shut

th.

d

I'lan ol escape formulated hv th<- Ihissars
smiph; and promising- for success. I'lix His was

a point in the hiohw.iy at whichat

ane to the vill; iy;e branclied off.

•ewav Hill. wdescend the Kii

on our left hand passiliL;

foad and risins^^ acrain t

recognise the spot at a <,r|ai

carria_o;(; ,,| tii,.;,. j,].^,^^ ^j^'^. j^

made; their way into W'evnioutl

aul as we
<• note a st( ep declivity

under the trees that edge the
cross an open field. We

for th(,' mis-

Id th

u;e

the harl

P.iit

i;rs wou
1, would

en ive

)onr-l)ridtr,., dimhrd uvci- the Xotl

have crosse'

Jonu(i (:hristoi)h in tl

le 01 Id
le boat.

'ill Wi nil ui.ii A KM

W Wl t<ik<; Ifoliiislokc to 1)

representation of I{ast Stok(
an approximate

th ree and a iia If

a villatre on
miles w\-sl W ire im.

road Irom this plaa— the Ino/cbnry of
imagining—that we see the f

14S

the h

t IS on

rome,

the

our a;ithor's

inner driving his wife
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nil-. \\i:ssi:\ oi- iiiomas iiaudn-

Iioiik; to " tlic white house o( .miple diimMisioiis . .

with t.iriii i)uilii,'iL;s and lit ks at the hack," th

protolxpe (it which is siiH to lie loi.nd m tl r adjoiniii

hamlet of West I lohne (i i S).

rh(; churi:h nuMitioneil in the storv was drawn Ir Olll

the ruined aisli s which are to be sec II m th id(

.U the hac )t the niili ( I I \-en at t

wnic

Httle

htl

lille

e nicaclous

period to

111 ancient

hut in 1S2S tfie new chiirih was built-

). b.

le slor\' heloiu It was siMikeii <• as

now on thv' other side ot thi' iail\\a\' constructed lat '1'.

and tlosc; to tile In^h I'oa' since w hen onh oc( tsionaj

service lave hecMi tU'lcl m the cleca\eil ruins.

I Ik; cottai^M' which was supposed to shell r RlKHia

i)i'ook stood at a lonel\' sitot ;h above the water-

meads and no t tar tVom the border of "gdon Ib-atl

It lias no p,irti< ular description !iiven to dist^ neiiisn

from otlier similar cottaees in the vicinity, but in any

case we in.iy assume that it has p' rishcd lom^' a^e.

WC mav well conji'ctiire where it stood, probablv tn

the southw.ird ot the hamlet ( 1 2n).

11le storv liriiiL bef.ore us vi\i(ll\' one o r tlle old-

lime supi'rstitions which are now last d\iiie dui. r

dream w
ic

hich came to klioda is an incident bv im

means uncommon, and similar occurrences

r

a\e Ijeeii

epeatedly i)rouL;hl be I ore tin; w riter ot this ( iuide. Il\

a certain class ol people it woild jierhaps be r(derre(l

to as a nightmare; .uiioiiest llie less literat"- such

dreamer would describe Inrselt a^- beint^ " hai; rod," i.t

liai^-nddeii. Numberless cases lould be tjuoted where

such visitations ha\e oc( iirred, sometimes bv da\', Imt

'^(•neralK' by ni'^lit : and doubtless the recorded

instances would be nuicdi more common, were it nnl

that the suller( rs are chai\ ot mentioning; the tails,

save to those who will be more likelv to show s\ inpatli;,

than scepticism.

The hoiis(; in w hich (. oniuri ir i rendle was supposed

the w ills wereto li\c ha'- hilleil into (omplele deciv

still staiidiii'' twent\" \fars a^o, but we i an on]\' tiiul

tht; loundations ikjw, aiK1 these u'e lialt hidden under

I ;o
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'II 1 1: \vr:ssi:x oi- iiiomas ii akdv
.1 tannic (.r hcalhcr ,iiul hiMinMcs.
sonu: y(Mi-s a<^{). tin- writer iiKinircd
who was workino; ikmi-

\vh( n ii was

assiii;' Ihij S|>()t

1)1 ail oltl riistii

w hcthir IK' rciiT'iiihcrcd It

• icc'unicd ,iiul

used to li\c thi-rc who wa-
mciiiiii;^ ,1 sc\(nth soil of"

lif rcplicil that a iii.m

a scvfiith ol a srxcnih,'

thsc\<!ntli soil —a (|iiahli( <i-

tion coiisiiiii-cd as a strict (-sscntial for the liolch'nj^ o|
occult powers. I'licsr "conjurors. ' or (of the othcr
six) "(imiiiiiHr woiiKii," or "white witches" as they
wen- variously styh-il-oiue loriiied an importan't
section of rural communities, hut thev are .s.-ldom
heard of now.

We may picture Mrs. I,odi;e and khoda as thev
"set out on their clinil) into the interior of this solemn
country," passin- aloni; the v Kl hi-hw.iv which follows
the ridue separating the two valleys of Uie 1- room and
the ryd(;l, and known as tlu; I'uddleiowii fo Wareh.ini
Road. \\ c hav(- passed aloni^' it before in iir.aoination
when I)ij.(.<,r(,ry \rnii came to' Kainharrow with" his van
and t.ie sha_L,my liealh-croppers. I'rom th'' rid.L^e ex-
lends a ma-niticent \iew on hoth hands, aiid^'manv
objects ol interest to Hardy n-aders mav he note.!.
Straiu;ht before us is Cl\ ife Clump, standing this side
of the htth- villa,<re of Stickiclord^ with Rainl.arrow
Ixdiind it. On our ri,^ht hand, in the I'vdel \'ale. lie

the villa-es of Kivosbor and F.ast /•odo'ii, the loi.ner
I.ack('d by Cwvv///////- ~sc.-ne of the fair in " I""ar from
tht- Aladdin- Crowd." On the left hand, in the \aliev
of the I- room, lies Jloliiistokc, al.so U'c///>rld<>r. and in
the distance iormin- the hori/on are the; hills that shut
in I.nldcad Co:r aiul the country which forms lh<
landscapes in "The Distracted Preacher."

It IS iind(M-stood to i)e about si.x years later that
G<;rtrude visits the Conjuror for the second time, and
It is then that she learns how a cure may be brou-ht
about. In conse(|uence of this we see her riduiL;
towards c </.,'. />;7;/;v in < oler to reach the <.raoL
•' .Sh«- did not take the direct road thither throu-h
Slnk/cjord (relatively Tincleton)," but rode by "a

is::
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Tin; \\"i:s.si:.\ oi^ tiiomas iiakdn'

I'iiIIIkI JmiuI ( oil|-',i- uillil she cilU rr,l till- llcilll. W
-111- .U 1( ii''ih rr,u

KIl

lies Ctishrl))u(^t it is .iliiKist (lark.

!' 'nlr.iiu ' to llic town si.iiiils that old liiistclr\

iliii'' (urrliaii';-.

At il

ill'- \\ iiitf 1 larl, a nortinn ot whit h hiiil

s lui" liorsc W I- Ml'llic r la loiu, aiiil li- !-( slir sl.iMi

Ikt lrt\nliii- tlir path that runs Ik-skIc ilir river
a path uc have alrcaiK' ir.ivcr.sfil in the tootstcps dl

llfiichani passing ihculd I'riory Mill, and at Icn-tli

nM( hinL.; the htllc ihati h-d ((.ttai;r which was her dcsti-
'I'llK'H. It is (ailed the I laiii;inan's Colta'^e to this

''>>
( 1 - I )• < >n the end wall may he traced the openine

whiih lorin<(l the doorway to the upper room, which
was reached l)y an outside tli'^ht of stair-..

( )n the tollowinj^ i.\a\ we see h(a- in our mind's e\e
undersoil'!; tin; gruesome ]irocess known as " turnin-
the Mood," once credited hy man\- people .is ,ui in-

lallihle (lire tor cert.iiii ohscure diseases which defied
medical diaLiiiosis aiul treatment, and still helievctl in

by soiiK of llu: older generation of W'essex folk. W'e
liear oi Lode[(' n^tiirnin- home for a time, and thea
J^oino to /',),'/ /Ircfy a towi^ we shall preseiitlv

recognise ,is heini^^r di-.iwn afl« r the pattern of I'.rid

port—where he ends his da\ s.

1'
I ia,i i\\ 1 o,\ Ns\ii \

1 he surroundin-s and sc^aiery which li^ure in this

story are to lie found in and .ihoat the old-world town
o' liridport. just alluded to in the pre vioiis stor\ . /'orf
/h\(/y hears the imprint of h,i\-inL; once lieeii a nuu ii

lar-er.md more import, ml [jiace ; .i ran. hie thr()iiL;h the
streets .siiuo(;sts at a ^lanc*; that it ha-^ had a past
a history attachin- to it of whi(h its |)resent o.n'se

'..;i\-es hut st ant indication. I'his (onjecture we find

l" '" 'i ti'iie one
; there is still a certain amount ol

commerce ( .irried on within its hoandaric-;, hut nnl\-

on a s( ale which is .i mia-e echo of its former (om-
UKaaaal im|)ortance.

It is riuorded in I )omesd,i\- Hook that liridport

154



\\i:ssi:.\ i.\i.i:.s

|i(iss(;ssc(l ,1 iniiu .-mil aii crclcsi.isi ic.il i-,i.iMisliin<iU.

R{>|)(!s. luiiirs. li-^liiiiL^ iii'i-,. ,111(1 iln- lik<-, .in- still m.imi-

l.iciurixl to soim; cxtint, Uiii ulun li'inA \ 111. was

kiiv it was prcscrilnil liy niy.il i.Iki ili.ii .ill llv

corclaj^t; used iii the i(i).il i).i\\ shouhl \>r <'\ l'>ri(l|)<iri

m.imif'actun*, its rL-iiowi! U>v im],.-. uul (,il)l( s J.iiiiijl;

l),iik t(i till- r.irU I'.irl i>[ ilic ihirtctiith iciilurv.
.

It

is iiUci<:sliii;-; ti' iii>ti' lurihiT tii.il luMrK- all the ll.ix

ii-^cd lor the jiiiriiosc was ^rouii in llic \ii iiiily.

\iiMtliii- |ii(i(hh lion tor whicii ihc town was tanioiis

was that o\ li.iii;_;nicir> ropes ; aiul ouL ol this, which

was virtiialK' .i nioiiopoly, aro^i- the old s.uinL; that

>i) ;md-s() had been "siahlicd with a ISridport da:.;L;cr
'

—a politi: way ol' intiin.itinL; that Ik- had hcfii haii-rd !

I'hc town L;t:ts its iianic Imni th<; ii'cr Ih'id or I'.rit

\\lii(h runs hcsiilc it and joins tlu; iXsker to llow into

ihr harl)i)ur at West 11. ly.

1,( t us rt",;.ud li.irnct and Downc as llvv arc

nil, leaned dri\ in,L; into thr town " past liic little

lowndiall, tin i'>la( k Hull 1 iotel. and onward." \^ e i ,ni

^''- the town hall and the Hull Motel which s( r\-ed as

Miodels ( I j:): the house in u hich I )owne w.is supposetl

M live was [irohahl) one of those still \isilile in the; ott-

treet on the ris^ht, called I )ow lie Street. '1 he houst;

where llarnet resided has i onipletely disappean d :
the

ate on wlii( li it stood, ne.u'ly opposite St. Mary s

( hiirch, is now occupied hy a chai)el.

The towiidiall was erected in I jSo, and stands on

liie site ol' the ancient Chapel of St. Andrew. '1 he

I'aill i Iotel is a much older huildine ; it was demised

i.\ I )aniel Taylor in tin: time of Charles 1 1. to pay tor

1 schoolmaster to iiistiaict the children o| the town.

( lialcaii Riii'^dah may have been studied trom a liouse

just out of the town on the western side encircled in

irees, but for the purposes of the stor\' we must iiiia<j;ine

;i pi, '.ceil near the road that k'ads to the harbour, now

W.St I'.ay.

.^t. .Mar\'s ( "hurch was where iaicy .S.ivile was

i[iposetl to be married to I )ow iie. There are some

155
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•W I,.s>l \ I M.i'.s'

mil resting,' inomiiiiriits in lliis hiiildiiiL,'. and a ilimli t(<

{].' in[, I il I he i.iwi r \s ill ri' U.I III li . u nil ,1 liiu; view of

the suriouiuliii}^ counliy.

If \\r now walk alun;^ the llailujiir Koad we Ji.ill

iii.-> the -.iipiiiisi-d sill- 1)1 (.//it/ccr/t A'/i/i^i/d/t : and just

iK'forc wc real !i \\ i .t !!.!) v.r may note ^^l^ the ii,L;!il-

li;ind sidr, staiidin;^ a liltlr Im< k ln>in lln: hit;lnvay, a

cottaLjr uhi(li Inmi its posilion scenic to sugi^ist. the-

link luiiisr will II' 1 .III \ li\id. Continninij, we soon

I. nil \\i4 l'a\, the seasidt; snlaiikol Uridport, and

-lie l)(|(iir lis till- "little haven, < i-iniiiL^ly a liei^inninif

made \>y Nature hersell ol .i jieileit h.iikour.

I N 1! KI.Ul'I'.US A I Till i\ \AI'

l.<iii'4 Ash l.aiie is still "a iiKiiiotnni uis track

williiiiit a \illa!_;e or hainlil lor inaiu miles, and with

MIX seldom a lurninu;. Ihis is the old Isonian Ko.id

uhuh leaiU Irom I )orrhester to \'eo\ il and is now
f jiloiii used, lra\ellers |M'eterrinL; the lower .111(1 easier

load whieh [Msses through M.iiden .\ewton. I'Ollow iii',;

the aiu iciu liii;h\\a\ . as did the three (([iiestri.ins in the

,i.ir\. we shall in dm; course reaili the lorkine; roads at

uliiih the\- h;.ltetl, a place we recognise as 1 lolywell.

\\ ( are informed that had they taken the lelldiand

iM.ul the\ would hi\-e (onie upon "an old house with

miillioned windows ot 11am hill stone, ,uid chimneys ot

lavish solidil\. ll stood at the top ol a slope beside

KiiiL^s llintoek vilkiL^e- street. . .
.' A','//;'',s lliitloik

is appro\imatel\' Mellnu')' ( )smund, Init the house,

still remembered, has lucn dcinolisheil (ij/^-ijj).

Inside this house we await the arri\al of I'hillip and
ills wife. They had travelled ihroiieh Jiiiy^luad

ersnol), we are toKl, and he had looked in at the

^i>a'-tU/( OI'H, an mn we percxue to !)( the "A corn.

Ill this stor\- is mentioned the curious custom of

leiliiiL; the bees" after a death—a su|)erstiti()n Still

ii'lieved in b\ most ot the inhal)itants of rural \Vess<;.\ ;

licacy is su[)posed to be !^uar.inteed il su[i| )le-

Ml
iiS

?f

.1/
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iiu nUcl l)y tlu; atfixing of ii sin. ill piixc o\ crape to

i\c. A case cann- before the writer of tli(-'se pat^es(Ml hh
,1 liw \(:ars a<4() where the sur\iv(jrs oinitted to take

this precaution, with the ri-sult that tlie bees, nuniber-

iii" fiftv or more; stocks, all died Snnil ir cases can

be vouch(Hl for when- the thiiiL; lias hapjicned.

he //////< //,o/\u- Inn at L//ii/k-\t-i.c/oii forn

llie

Kill'

III uie ca

led

andhalf-way house ix-tween Darlon's b'arin

;. IUnlock, and here I U-h.-na's bo\- is handed over

re ol 1 )arlon's bailitt. Chalk- Wictoii is inore

ir less synonynious with Maiden Xewl
m,i Ml sireei ol tins httle town wi; nnti

on, ,ind in ih

e mn men-th

Uiillei ("-•5). It was ;; tine old li/ab('than specimen of

,1 hostelry, l)iil was pulled down about twenl\- yv'ars a'^o.

I'here is no ilue L;i\'en us by which we can dist:()ver

.actual position ol I )arton's residence, but as it was
ina\- safely C(Mi-

\\\v

!\vent\' miles Irom Kin J/ii/lock wv.

iiKie it l.iv at no Lireat distance troin I )orcheste

'i'lll. 1 )lS Ii; \i ii.ii I'ki ACIIKR

It is i\\v. little village of t )wermoii^Mi(.', KinL; just off

ilir road Irom Weymouth or 1 )orchesler to \\ areham,
which is used umler tht; assumed name of Xtlkir
Moxnton as tlu; backL,^round tor this story. It was
niice the home of many a smuL^o^ler, and some of the

old people' livinj^ there now can remember taking p.irt

Ml smui^^linL; enter|)rises : but iIk; reticence whi( h in

those days w.is esst;ntial to successlul undertakings of

ihi^ kind still limbers, and they preter to clothe their

! iininiscences in the; ijjuise of "wh.it father did sav,"
11- " wh.it L^ranler twoUl 1

'—an .illusion which we. niav

lalely conclude to be a veil —ami only when they ^<-t

thoroui^hly warmed up to tlieir recitals does the im-

personal note niertre into the personal.

Tin; vill.ige is only a short three miles from the

>u,ist, and is close to that portion uf it uhicli is shut

in by high, unscalable cliffs, with s[)arsely populated
diiuiil.inds intervening. Thus we set! how well situated

' :2'J
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'i"iii'; \\'!:ss[:x ()!• tiiomas iiardv

II was as a home tor SULll IS (Ifll'JtU

IIIL llu' ri'Vcniu; -some )\' reason ot iIk

in dcfraii

irotits to 1

made, oltK'rs from the lo\t: ol cxcittanciit ami ad
lure S iici iMiisiules as the

VCIl-

I,; one (Icscnbccl in cnir story

ilhcit spH-its were

uiTc \>y no means uncommon in "the {ronil old dayj
and many in-enioiis hidine-plaics are still in exisrencc..

I h<- (Jiurch ol ( )uermoiL^Mic is a luiildiiiL; iix the
( .othii: style-, hut was rehiiill in i SS;,— a dale siihso
tiuent to the stor\'. Accortlinuly, we no lon-er tiiul

the "sin-in^t; .gallery stairs" where, uiulrr a'^|)ile of
church elehris, "decayed framework, pews, ])anels, and
pieces of tloorin-," the barrels of
stored ( i 20).

The houv in which la//ie Newberry was iniat^n'ned
to h.iva; lived , as dr.iwn from the house which stands
almost opposite to the rectory (12;); but the orch.ird
beloni^inj; i,, her cousin ( )\\iett does not (|uite adjoin
her t^fartUai. It can, however, still b(' seen ;i little way
olt, and the remains of the artificial cave are perceptible
as ,m irrej^Milarity in the ground.

Let us tollow in the footsteps of Li/zie when she
s^^oes to the cliffs at iiioht to take her part in the
landino; ot the car-o. I.(;avin!^r ()wermoiL;ne, we cross
the hi-h road and ascend the stt-ep hill leadino- to-
warcls Riiii^sK'or///

( Kini^stead). At its summir we
obtain a tiiu; bird's-eye vit'w of the country to the
north, east, and west. Then we descend on the other
sid<', and soon pass "the loneK hamlet of Ilolworth
(tjt^urino; under its own name)," and soon after are in

sight and sound of the sea.

We can ima-ine them crossing Chaldon Down,
meeting the other members of the gang, and continu-
ing till they reacdi "the (a'est of ijie hill at a lonely,
trackless place not fir from the .mcieiU earthwork
called Round I'ond." If we glance at the ordnance
ma]) \\v. shall be able to dog their footsteps over the
undulating downs, crowned here and
historic b,in-ows, ,uul amid

tliere with prc-

a wealili of scenerv of
cxceixlmi^ (liversitw

1 00
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rill \vi:ssi;x oi' tiiomas iiakdn'

A\//ur Moxuloii is :iL;,iin the ,iicii,i when ihc
(\( iscinrii m.ikc llinr r.iid and ,ii Icii'^tii discdxci
lilt: liidinL;-|il;u:cs of ihc simi^L^lcrs, ,md ilicn tin

u'lMiii t liani!f s t(. // anil ( // ( ;•('^,^
( W iniiw ( loss

lllc iminl where lile i'lNids t(i \\C\in()Utl 1 .iiul I)or-

uS.— W,\i;m\\ I 1 1 (Ku

cllesler i>,irl ( I
jS). 1 ierc we set; climips of trees, and

it does iKH reijiiire a very \i\id iinaj^iiialioii to picture

and to see in lane)' the ch's-

Ixiiind to the trees and shoiitiiiL;

•<>i' hel|), a ])ertorniaiK-e said to have been really

enacted in the ei^lui'en-ihirties.

the scene descrilied,

appointed excisemen

1 6;
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A I' \IK 1 il l;|.l I l,\ KS

.'. iirilcr ti) ilisci i\ir liir l.mil- ami sea S('.i|i( -^ Ircin

Mill li llv lliiMtn- ot lliis >,i(ii\ \\,is drawn, we shall

a.ivt: to '^o to liii' iii(i->l \\cs!crl\ jKirticm ot tiial L;i'tMl

::'i:i familiar to iis as W issc\. 1 b. is |iariiriilar trait

iiuirii-^ MS orily in this one hodk, and pr.ii ticalU

::i'- whiilf (it it is rontaincil within a shori r.idiiis ol

;lic ([iiaint, sca-uashi'd tow n (it ilo-,(astlc. There ai'c a

ie\\()thf r scenes, il is true— in Lomlon, al l'l\ mouth.
iiid in spots slil! more remote: but those touched
\;tli local ( haracteri'-ation are within the ar( a named.

I,est my rt^aders should he disappointed lati r, it

i; i\- he as well to state tVankly at the outset that W(;

i!i h,i\'(' somewhat to readjust se\cral ot the features

ue are intent on disco\'erin^r eye we tan make them
fdincide with the arlilua'al re[tresentalions oixatn us in

tin; stor\ . I his was one ol our author's earliest hooks,

vvritti'ii tort\- or so years aiL^o. and the ;iIter,itions

\\()rk(;d hy time on the red spots, together with,

per!ia|)s, to ,1 still greater extent tlie modilicalions due
at the outset to imaginative treatment, account lor

any inat cauMCN' .i|'parent in the scenes pii'tured wlieii

regarded as delii cations oi the .actual ones we set'

to-d.iy. l)Ul th's rip])lies onlv to certain arcdiitcctnr.il

t'Mlures and their positions: the natural conti^ui'.itions

arc \-ividl\' realistic.

I he t.ile lias a uni(iiie interest in l)<-in'_; the onlv

(Hie ol the series in which the hei'oine is positively

known to h;i\'e lieen sui.;L;este(l ii\' a rtjal person.
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TKf' \\i:ssi-x OI'- riloMAS iiardn-

'"" '"!'
> "iii'ii'-iiuii- our resell, h.-s uc m,i\ -l.iiicc t.,r

a moniciii ,il llic -ciieral l()|i. >- im].Ii\- oI ih,' disirii t.

I hr roiinty ol ( '(.inw.ill possesses, as is well kuou,,
111 iiidiviMiiTiliiy (liHiciili to (lescrihc, Ixu iie\-,rth<-|es^
\'-|-y (lislinct. Witliin its Loiiiid, tries is in. In, led ,i

Un-al tiissimilariu of s.eiierv. We |ia\,- ih,. romaiUi.
moorlaiuls, hrokeii up with the ouicroppin- oi oMiint
j.ioj^cd nul^s, JMIe. (h'sojale ; the se\("nly 7llile.
ljcl\V('rii l.aiiiuesloii and Mount'. I'.av h.'is heen
dcscnhed as "the dreariest strip of eirih traverseil |.\

my I'.n-lish hi-h road." Then we have the j,,!,;.

valleys, llanked l,y :_;rassy downs, many ot iliem deep
and narrow .md densely wooded, thriMi-n which tin-

little ri\-ers il.iiuf; ;u\i\ jump from rock to rock and
s<ldom tollow a straight line tor niaiiv vards loectlni.
Oil the co.ist we find three; very distiiui t\'pes (,l

sceiicrv
: the dark, riio<.ed slate clills

; the serpemine
rock with its marxellotis colotirinw-

; and the majestic,
adamantine -ranite. This last is particularly seen Iii

the nei-hl),,iirho(Kl of L.ind's haid
; it crops onl ai;ain

ill the Scilly Isles, said traditionally to ha\e I.een once
joined I., the mainland, the siihmer'^ed portion lormin-
the ancient land called Lyoiiesse, and imagined to have
conlaincd 140 parish churches. Ouin^^to the p,-.

vailiii!^- dam]niess and the heavy dews, th^' lower levels
<•! the count}- ilisplayed no ex'traordinarv- aridncss in
the kite ahnormally dry summer of iqi'i ; the ..niss
remained oreen, and .growth appe.ired to he of the
averaL^e, if not -realer. ( )n the west coast, as late as
i't' '"'! '"' October, many wild llowers mi-ht ha\i'
l"'cn seen still in lusty hlooin : ^orse, he.ither violets,
Mac kl)errv l.Iossoin, .md m.my others. j'lichsias here
urow into trees, m.my of thc;m hlossomin- liiL;h ahove
the roofs of the cotta-es, while in the d^ep sh.dtered
v.dleys the vej4(=tation is luxuriant and extremelv varied,

1 o return to that [)ortion of the; county with whic li

we .are, most intimately concerned. .\t the- time when
the' storv c:ommences the neaivsl r.n'lw.iv si.ition to
/.iniL/\!o;,' w.is .V, i.auiuc > .1 name whicJi easily sue-
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lit l.llcr a Sl.llKill U.ls npcllcd ,1

t.ilii>n (it ' .miclinril.iii)\ii)iis i'i'|}rc->cn

I ( iinu Itoii m
I ( ) A.w llirii-

iiolluT ',i,iti(in still iiciii r. \ i/. < »tt(rli nn.H .1

tlliiSf WlK

>llt

I proixi-^'' l< ' make .m i'\,iiniii.ili<iii nl the

,ic('S til 111' prrsciiiK (IcscniMil whim lllil liiis' i^ii

Iii>.— 1. AL N( KSroN.

I

•i- niDst coiucniriu centre frnin wliich to cxpldi't'.

h, however, we preter to follow Ste[)li(ii Sniiih a^ he

.M>l)r()aehes liiiiic/sloic \ii:araL;e Irom .SV. /.ciitinrs. \\v.

iiill l)e al om;e struck with lh(; realistic descriiitloii

I the couiitrv from Launceston to the north coast

'ir I'xiscastle. To the preseiil writer the followiiiL;

tails presented themselves with an ahiiost uncanny
«. ^A
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similit.,.!..; •'S..nr,.K :, s.,l,u,y hous,- nr nun 1,,.!'""" ^'^'''- "l"":-^ th.-wh,,l.. chv.nv ,I.si..nr,. o| .„„,,
^•oumry.

, .

Ih,. ..„u l,,hts,,,,,„,nn. .,n,.,n-(l. u, ,,

-'•n.- s,„u. ,,1,11 ,,.,].,, I,.,,,,,. ,„,,. „,,, ,,„.,..,"' 'ii^tant lulls
. . . smoukl.nnK lu-.s t,„- ,|,.. /.„..
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! n,| ki

II- /" I'l'l""-.- oui- u.,\ anJ follow the lanes In
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"A I'AIU Oi- IlLUI'. [••^•I-^'

1 Iktc is t;nuinil Idt siippoMiii-; ihat in ».U;s(:ril)iii,i^

iMi^ \ ic:arajj;c ilic Aiiur liad larji;c'ly in his inirnl ihtr

n ( lory of St. Inliot. It is a iiiiich plcasanlcr journey

tliillu'r lliaii li\ llu- aliii\c romi' Im take llic lo()l|)alh

which liMiK us tlii(uit;li ih<; \ .ilu ik y \ali \ Iroin I'los-

L,isll(;( 131). In llii- aiitiiinn. w hell the tr<( s aic chaiii^iniLj

colour, th V. sc-i)iT\ i~, ii.irtu ih.irU <in haiiliii'. Th

bcsi(valley IS a (lrc|> oin' ,uul \iiy iiairow ; closL' bcsuic i

the lilllr ri\(i- lakes its serpent

us

on our rii-tu hantl me
course, halihluiL; treitully over Uie rocks which lonn

its heel : someiiini'-^ then; arc still, (iniei pooK in uhu h

speckled trout ni,i\- he (lisco\cr<'cl lurking; close hesuie

the stones ; in oilier spi its il hurls ilselt clow n 111 in ia lure

cascaclc^s : then ior a time il llows in pl.u nl oiUent-

nu'iit. The liill .)n our rii^lu hand is i lolhed with

ilw.u't trees, c hiel]\ oaks, all leaiiiuL; eastward with one

.ucord, aua\- iVoin the p:-"vailinL; wimls, which ha\(

ricd oil their lops to a dead le\el, as thoUL;h lhe\

il id been trimmed liy a ])air ol L;iant shears. I he

I'l. niches, sometimes to the topmost twi^is, .ire shrouded

ill tealla-rv !_rrev lichen, testilvin^- to ijie d.mip .Uiiio

sphere which is so pre\'alent here. ( )n our lell li.ind

li niouniain is more l)roken, cr.in.i^y I'ocks s[a'inL; out

;,' re and there, and the inlerveiiins^' L;round is coxcred

v. iih lur/e, rouL^h L;rass, bracken, and stunted huslies.

As ihe path mouiils i.;Tacluall\' higher the stream

^iirnles some leet below us, and We soon catch .1

iiinpsc ot the; rcctorv ol .St. Juliot un our lett hand,
' iiidint^ amidst a thick clump ol trees, and a (ou]ile

"1 tields awav from the jiath. Xo aciu.il details are

:;,eii us in the narr.itive ol the house iiselt, but li-mn

'

• position, apart troiii other reasons, we lee] we ,ir'-

!:'il ver\- wide of the m,u-k in claimiii!^- il as llie model

/'>h/i-/s/t>7L< I 'icaraof.

hrnm this obserxatiou point we can see the towei-ot

church a litllc: dislancc ahead, and over the xalley

In the- ri^ht we catch the pimi.icled tower of .mother
( iiiiiTh tli.'it of I estievvth (il cchiih iiinre niiim

The churcli bcdore us Is the one we ha\

160
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'•A :\\ik oi- lu.i'i- i:v!:s

pt as lliL' iirololypf ot Wcs/ /://</, A/ca', a liai

;i.iuiul U) many mij irlaiii sc-ivs. h IS ( IcdualiHl to

M. Iiilictta, a iharur, ri-spccliiij^ whom very little is

Iwnwn. In the church\-artl is an ancienl cross, oin:«:

iiiiciulrd (loLil)ilcss to fix a |)r('acliin<j;-i)lacc ;
on the

ilise whicli siiniioiints tlic shaft is a l)oUlly cut Maltese

cross, or perh.ips we should sa\- a patiC 1 he i hur( h

I- (.f the rerpeiuliiailar ortler of architecture, a type

most usual throu-iioul Cornwall. It is solidly liuilt

ol -ranite-ashlar. and, like most Cornish chain lies, pos-

M-,ses \-ery little ornamentation ( 132). It was restoretl

m 1S72. ami a tablet of Sicilian marhle. on a around

.'t' (.'arnsew granite has \)vm\\ recently erected in the

liiMlli aisle to record the fact th.it the late Mrs. Thomas

llardv before her marria^a- laid the foundation-stone

nt the new portions, and conducted the music ol lh(^

. luirch while liviiiL;- at th<; rectory liere with her sister

ami brolhe'-indaw. A[)art from this circumstantial

'vitlence it has been i^enerally understood tor a lons^^

lime that the personal appearance and even the char-

a. trr of I'dfride were stutlietl in some particulars trom

this hul\- as she showed herself in youth ;
thou-h the

• idler personages and the dramatic incidents ot the

'^ini-\- ,ire (]uit(; lu:titious.

ilut although we choose to ntcognise this as the

liiurch we are in search of, its position must not be

ucepted. b'rom tin.- descrijjtion given in the story

' must imagine it as standing on the other sitle ot

':,!• rector\-, nearer to the se,i, and close to the summit

-I the hill. There is a point of \iew below us in the

V ill(,'\' from where the church appears to sl.uid more

,' irl\ to its supposed position (13.1): '"'t- <'\''" ''i''"

ue cannot bring it into proper fo( us with the rector).

U'l- read of its environment :
" .\ol a tree could exist

'. there: nothing l)Ut the monotonous gre\-green

:;r,is.s
"—a descrijition which fixes it indubitably at

•!.' top of tile hill in the full stroke i>t the west wind,

id reveals to us that something of the situaiioii has
iw,,-,-,.,, ,.,1 iVdiii till' site of I'orr.diury (. hmc h a

1
"

I

•en borroweil

1



WI.SSC.X Ol riiOMA.^ iiA ki)Y

ill

''•iipl'' '>( iiiih's (iH. Ilowcvcr. a stone
ac cess ti) ill

\r ''l\C
C Cllll

SloiN. ( )

r('li_\ai-(! of St. [iiliot.

n one (>| the tonilts ma\-
Worded iiisi I'lpiion

jUsl as 111 oiii-

l>' seen this (juainiK

1 leT ka-iiu <iiscasc A I Ml tl

Snatrli'd uit), Resistless ||

e
I

II i\\ (IS I T Mcdi I ini', .111(1

. . 1 his

r lanes— of tlic

Kesistlcss liiipctiKiMly .iii I ii(lii|.,;cnt laidit
ndui Ik r -row ip- ( )|^^|l^i|^...

I'l-'luruith Stran.l, uhicli lies s,,nie live miles to
til'- s-uith (,| |;osrastIe, is I,v Its verv name su-n^-stive
"I the /;„rav/// S/ruj.;/ ni the sKm-'v, hnt then" is no
'''l"l''*l <l'-sc-rii,ti.ni allotted to it. it was men-ly the
"l'l'';'t ot an e.vcursion, and l(,r other than that has no
'''"'""'•"' '''"" ^""Mi- notii:.' lua-e. •• j'.aruith Strand

^'''", -l"ly \'-ii-'l. I'liey then swept rouiul l,v
"""'""''l'I>- l.nies. in wliirh not twentv .onse.aitive
yards were either strai-ht or leva

'
'

'•scription of the n.uls or ratlu
locality is strongly horne out hv personal . xperieiice
In iKis.m- ;,lon- one of the ,,]d K,,nian roads the
liMvelKa- v<a-y otien I,ee(<m,.s wearied with the
ninmUon.Mis strai-htness of its constnu tion •

hiit
nothmn ran ex,;,.e<l the vexatious nature of these
luistniL;

( ormsh lanes which (ail,ar(;<. the distanc-
''""."1 plac- to place ama/iii-lv. Thev are beautiful

'V "'"'• ^'''> ''<-''Htiliil: olten overhun- with trees
whose topmost l.ranches intertwin.-, and throu'di
uhi.h the sunh-lu pierces its wav witii dift'icuirv
ti-acin- stran.cr,; Oriental patterns ..n'lhe road: M,m.'-'
times walled m with hi-h l.anks covered uith llowers,
"• ..ose-jo,nted stone walls in whose infrstic.-s ferns
.'nd .sedums nourish: luit n.-v, rtheless th.'v are better
designed lor an mconse(|iient stroll than for' the speedv
.ittammeiit ol any defmile ^oal.

It was l.y wav of ihescAwist in- Lines that Stephen
and |-..lnde were supposed to have reai Ifd /{;^,/r/^/o7,'
/ou.^c— lhc srM o\ Lord Luxellian. Whether such a

hou.se (tvert'.xisted in the localitv is d<.ul,th,l : c. .;ainlv
""'•• IS no su.h place at ih.,' present time; ihouuj,

I 7 2
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in I. WHSSEX Ol' lilOMAS H.\R1)^

tlicrc IS our ;insuci-iii- to the description sonic tucniv
miles soiiil, ot this parish. Anvhou, its position In

the story may l.e -.uiL^ed as l.ein- soni.w here b.'tvsee,,
/<r^/ and // (.^/ l-'.iulc/.stoi.' villages.

1 he next scene we shall iiKpn're into '

which the chits tornied the l.a. k-ronnd.
m\k\ I'dfride had a rneniorahle "' '

ch'lls liev.nd 'I'artjan '

Us

(

s one 111

Stephen
expeihtioii to " the

'''> I he (hrection thev took
OMiilHUed with tin- fact that the cHll is later described
as hem- th(; second hiohest in the vicinitv, leads
to mier that the relenMice is t<j the precipi'ioiis veri
known locally as •Strangles." a name tin: ori<,riii 'of
uhuh is not clear. Nearly the whole of the "coasl-
hne ot this district is wild in the extreme

; jao,i;((i
I'lack rocks rise sheerly from the sea, lormini;- '7"''-
cipitoiis walls, cruel and lorbiddin-- in appearan.'x'. and
ikini^-erous to w dk upon. Ily inciuirino- ,„,,• way to
Stran-les Clilf we shall in dn<; course' h'<,du up(')n a
scene which seems vividly lamiliar to th().s(7of lis who
h-ive read " A I'air ot llhie I-yes." lieneath us is

" the
everlastino- stretch of ocean." There are the " iletached
rocks," th(; •• white screHmin,<.r onlLs." the "toothed and
zi--/ac^ line ot storm-torn heights." With a westerlv
or north-westerly wind ur^rintr them onwards, the wave's
hurl th(M-.iseIves a^ainsi tJie cra-,i;y clitf-tac; with
terrific torce, and a noise as of thunder which is

d<afenin<,r to list<:n to; the wind seems to clutch at
the clumps of heather and oorst; and rough grass as
though the tentacles of si)me giant octopus were
grasping to wn^nch them from 'the soil. The sea-
liirds wheel and dart and .scream; and far overhead
may he seen th(.- lonlly peregrine talcon - now becom-
mg so rare in our islands

—

s;iiliiig on outstrc^tched
pmions, or darling forw.ird with' his marv(-lloiisly
r.ipid Ihglu, r)r stooping to some; cjuarrv on the earth
fir below him. The sccik; is bright ami gav wh.'ii the
sun IS shining, but wIk'U the sky is overcast w ith clouds
a subtle sullenness setMiis to settle d,,wii on s<';i and
land, and hang like an oppressive weight over all nature.
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.ilcr on m llic stcrx' we visi I ll !(• s.inic siiot \\ nil

ili-iili' and Kniijiu, and on ihal occasion onr author

• rives this (lilt ihc n.inic ot U'/t/t/v Hcak a titlf which

was ])rol)al)ly sn^gcslcd to him i)y Cam l>cak, a clitl

|iiuiii'^ onl into the sea farther to the norlhi.

Another sc,i-|)i(turc comes hclorc our cncs when
wi ir.ul of KniL^ht aiul I'Mtriilc visiting /'(in^dii /uiy un

ihcir \\a\- to the scene of the ad\cnlurc which so nearly

jifovcd disastrous. Th'jrc can h(' very little doulit in

' i'lr minds that Tar^'an /An' was ilrawn Irom I'entar<:aii,K"
( narrow- inlet scarcelv deservi.ii: the name o( ba\-,

!ii(h 1w linn ies a short two miles inrom Hoscas !e r.<)rtli-

uards ( i,V|). Idle description <;iven us of the journey

liiitlier Irom l-'.udchlow vicarage is a true lacsimile

m| what wa:see to-day. There are still the "neutral

11 I II hills," the " chocolate-toned rocks " on hoth sides

I I the stee|) roads. We will follow m the footsteps

I I'.lfride when, starting' from the \-icaraL;e, she

ascended and passed ovc;*" a hill" until she cauK;

to "a sm.dl sirc^am. ... It was smalK'r than th;it in

111 • own valle)'. . . . Hushes lineti the slopes of its

•^1 .!low troiiL^h ; but at tin; bottom, where the water

r II
, was a soft ,i,aeen carpet, in a strip two or three;

\.iids wide;." \\'(; mav take preciseK' the; same tratk

111 follow the stream imtil we reach tiic; Icxls^^e ot rock

i'\rrwiiich It precipitates itself on to the rocks dee])

1" 1( w. It was at this spot that they paused Knit^ht

lM\inL^ now joined her —and t^a/ed out to sea, notin^L;^

til' "nebulous lia/e, stretcliins.^ like gauze" ov(.;r it.

This ha/e is one oi the jiredominant characteristics ot

the \^-estern coasts ; for we note; the same pecuiiaril)-

on tic west coast of Wales and ot Ireland.

Ii we visit this spot on a day when Nature is

inur'--,c in mood, the " n(;bulous ha/(; " will appear as

heavy. ink\- piil broochnjj; over everylhin;.^. 'Idle

'lifts and rocks are of a diiiLjy slate - colour ; slate-

< 'Inured is the sea and tlu: sky and the pebl)!es on the

'land; even th(; *j^rass looks less ^-reen than murky.

LeavinLT the bav with its miniature beach, and the

1 7^
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1
', w.ilU Uiiiiicllcl with c-,i\-cs. we will t

.itti-nlKiii Id th( sti-cp (III

til rcK
ii'tliL-r (in, whi( h i>

iini (Ml

rs as tlic clill without a nam (a statcmciu

(I the;
iltciwanls (inahlicd and cxiilaincd in the preface t

Iter ((hlimis). 'Id thi '

'V the name nl' llccii\-

iiiiMl rcsulciil till.- hit

<iiy, iir i;ccnv 1 ii -h C'Htt. (

iii;^ <ini-

Im\c
siirinisc as to llic idi

passes

iiMi;l-

ideiUiIy of 'J'tnxaii /lay In
"(•11 rdrrect, ihcii this uiuhrist.-iied clilf 'falls

nild position as lleeny in disguise. h is a dan-enuis
si-ot. as are most ,,t" tiie c litis on this uild,'\i„,i
wrecked roast, and has heen lh< scene ot' more than
"ne tiM-edy. Its colour of slate - lil.ick. or more
stru tly dark purple, adds to its forhiddin- appearance
only a tew thm streaks of white marble iireakiii- in i

shi^ht dcL^ree its soml,re f ice ( i ;,5). This cliff aiul oni-
a little liex.ind sh ire the local reputation of iK^iiicr the
ln,L;hesl n; Cornwall, controversy on the suLjeci of its
actual, measurable hei-ht often leadinj^r to staunch
ileclaratioiis and spirit(;d retorts. " llai.,rL,^art

sa)-s our author. " of
common

s.

.IS sea-tow!

and

clil

every UL^ly altiluilc-, an; as
i'')'i.^' lli<- line of co.ist hi^tween

l-.xmoor and Laiul's I'm! ; hut this oui-tlanked
encompassed specimen w.is the ii.<.,diest of them al
a contention which few who know the co.ist wil
prep.ired to denw

()l ( \is//i />o/cjr/ wc hear '
'

cours(.; ot the iiarrati\-e. f

may he readily -iicssetl at,

the lloscastK; of fort\' oi more
author looked on as his mod(,'I

\cr\- fudurlie resort with tourists

uith its likeness in

st:ver,il times in the
ts identit)- with lioscastU-
althoueh of course it was

\<ars ao() which our
I ,V>)- To-da)- it is a

s, who Ijecome familiar
main ot the carriages on the

•Soutli Western Railway. ( )nce there was a .\orman
niaiision standin- here, and it was known as Hottreairx
Lastle (thoueh an old resident gives it as lloierel)
hut onlv its site is visihlt as a grass-ro\-ered mound a
short (hstance h-oin the village up the Jord.in \'alley.

I he harhour is cunniiigl\- contrived:" .\at
sht;ltt-red it t(J some cwteiit li\' the 1 iroiiiiiieiit

ure has
,,11 ,,,.1

,76
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Till- \\'l".SSi:X ()! THOMAS II.\i;i)\'

I Mill il

a

'i'''l I'cii.ill) I't.iiU: .iml liiini.m inL;ciiiiil\- h,is

fashidiicd nuiL^h ^touc |.i(is lo (iimplcic ili,- U(«i-k.

Il is I tdrtiKuis passa^n-, .md sliij.> !i,i\-c U) \ r uarpi .!

ii|) lo the l.iiiiiiiiM-staLjc. i hroiiuli the hcHllaml jn,!
'' I' i'i''''l to ihcrc is a Mow -hole, ami ,it .1 icrt.iiii l(\,l

"' I'l"' li'I'' tli<- water spiii-t-. through iliis uinii. I in .1

ciitnsc s|JiMy or ji t, as llion-h Ion cd li\ some iii< rliaiii

t'al ai_;cn('\
. ( irioiis. cciic iiois( s |iro((c,l lidiii llic

"i"'"iii;~;- jiisl oil I'ciially I'oint is a iln\- nu k-islan.l,

<,illc(l Mcacliard Island, inicc do.ihtlcss joined to ilir

inainland, a laxoiiriic lin-rdine-jijacc ot' man) .l;iiI1s.

I liii-c is a ( iirioiis tradition cnniifctcd with thi- pari h

iliiii-(li o| St. S\ niphorian, I' orralaii \ , w hich staml-,
jii.^li on \\llla|i,n-k Toint, in lull \ii w d tlio Ati.intii.

Ill'' louvr is without hdls, and ,1 lullad l.\ th.

' "I'llish port, k,>|,( 11 Strphcil llaukcr. t.lls i.l ,i

ship lirarin- 1h-11, hillicr l.cin- wrc(krd oiusidr thr
harhonr, and that thr sunk lidls ina\ he heard tolling

bcni-ath the wa\r-,.

1 he port and town itscli" has lost some of its

loi'iiii r pi( tiirc;s(|ii(:ncss I)\- the dcnioliiii ai of main of
the oldci- cottaLjcs and tin- cn-i tion of new \ ilkis

oi prosaic anhitcc tiiral form. I he roofs ari' all of
slate— in strong contrast to the thatch we Generally
lind in the central and northern portions of Wcssc.x—
hnt that is only to ],r e\pecte,k since the fmioiis slate

'inarries of 1 )elahole an- ,0 close at hand. laickilv,
however, much of tliis slate is of a pale wfey cejon'r.

and it "weathers' to a shade !)\- no nieairs ijis.inrei -

aide to the e\es.

I here are several l)ack;_;roinids in this iiook whicli
we cannot discoxer. d hese we shall therefoi-i> regard
as lieln;,; either entirely jictitions, imported from else-

where, or, is ha\in- disa[)peared diiriiiL;- the time which
lias elapsed since the liook was wi'itten. Jindclslow
House atorcsaid, its lod-e. the t ottaee inhahited h_\-

Sldplicn's lather, and other fe.iinres are amoiiL; tliesi-.

1 he "anci(iu manor - house "
wlii. li is supposed to

nave slOuU i lose id i\w \ icar,iL;c' w,is \-er\ proi)ai)i\

I7'S
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I

lii.iun li'diii all old h()US(' called 1 ic^rvlls, now ciitircU-

t which iiscil lo siaiid on the (.llicr sitlt;(|( IllOll-^IH il, Oil

itllir \

Will

iiiiiK \- \ alK\ >''

1 I i\inoiiili ((i''Ui-m'i iiiidrr its own iianic) w (

,i\i: hltli' lo 1 Im. W f ii .id ot Sli I ilii'ii SI (ndii|. . ,111

finiir tliiri ululu uailiii;^ lor hi-, (rain lo l.oiidiiii, .\\](\

w.ilkiiiL;' on ilio N'm-, wlniuc can \>r seen "iIh- wide
Sound, the lircaku.iii r, ihc liLjhlhoU'M' nn laroU
I'Mdy^toiie." 'I'liilhcr, i<io, \\c nia\ lollou Idhidc a

lorliii^;lu 1 il'-i", when she l^oos lo join him tin re and
he married secreii)-. We nia\' |iicluri- her lea\ in- ihe

valli^y ol hei- home and moimliiiL; to an open lahle-

land h'om whence she had a \ iew of the sea. ( )nce

• iL;ain onr iniere.sl is directed in I'Unnniih, on the

(iccasjon ot ihe supposed journex h'om i,ondi>n li\

slcaiiier. We see tjie iiMvellers as lhe\ pass in

siicccssiMii the N'ore, llie .'-^oulh I'drelaiid, I )o\ ( i",

ili'ach) Head. .South, iinpidu, I'orlland llill. the Race,

lhe(dlesil ile.uh, West i),iy, Sl.tll Toint, ISoll lleail,

h-rw.ird I'oinl, Txa-r) llead. I'raule — till linall)-

l'l\ iiioiilh is rcach( il.

.S/. LdiiiUiS is a town olleii recei\iii(_;- mention.

.\i ihe lime the slor\" opens il w.is iIk nearest r,iil\\a\-

station to /;'//(/c/v/('<\' (i,i7). lo it rode hdlride on her
way to l'l\ nioiilh, nieiuioned just al)o\c. "

I 'resell il\- the

i|uiiiU L.;ables ami jumhletl roots ot .St. I.aimce's were
sprc.ul Ijcnealh her, and L;oine- down the hill she < utered

llieconn\ard ot the h.iK-oii." I.aunceslon is surpris-

i";..^l\' lull ol interest to the aia:ha(>lo!_;ist and llie ,mti-

<|iiariaii. ( )l its hisior\' prior lo the (oiKpiest little is

known, Iml the Imdin^ ol l\(aiiaii coins in the \ icinil\' is

li"! without suu;^eslion. and we ma\' inh r it possessed
a liistorv anterior to that ot" the Xorm.in invasion. .\t

eile lime the low 11 was w.illed, and could show three

Haleways. onI\' one ot which remains standiiiL;" io-d,i\ .

I iie rooms al)o\"e this archway an; used as a museum
aiid contain main' exceediiiejlv inlercslinu anti([iiilies.

I'riii)alily the "White Hart I lotel " served our author
Is origin, li lor the /"(,'/, (V/ ( 1 3,Nj. It ii,is a Ime Xorm.ui

1/9
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Tin: \\'i:ssi:x or tiiomas ii akdn
<IiiMr\\,i\

.
oil. <• p' Ti.iiiiin.; t(, til,- .\lil)r_\ whiih .st(„„|

close to >,i. I lioin.is'-, ( liiiie h, I. Ill (i| uhicii iHitiim.i

remains sa\<' tin- miii.. X ic caii visit l.,iimceslon
uillioiit hciiio- sini, L l._\ ilir r,iii,iic eh,! r, u I, r nf tlic

l''"'!-^''
I liiir. ii ol Si. M.iry M.i-il.il.'ii,-. ,iii ( ,irl\ liKini-

'/'•^"l'""- I li'' <l.i'iM.iMtc (:arviii_i4 "" •'" "utcr w.dU
is t(-ciuiiiw_ uilh inti-r-stiii- (!csin;ns, hut iiiilortniiatrlv
its aspect is iniK h m,iii< d li\ ,m mcon^i-m.iis lii^iire lii

I

link leriM-c-olta wliic h si.in.U in ,i ni( hr (.\ cr thV s,,utli

I""' 'l-
' ll'- U>\\rv. wIlK h I , ,it l.M-a a ( rHUiry oldrr

l''''ii 'li'' 'linnh, ua. on-inally ddai lied Ircin'il, Imk
is MOW JMiiu-d l,y ,1 IniildiiiM Used as a \esli\, Lm
once a slidp.

I lie iiKiNl nnt(U(il-l!l\' fr;illii-c (,f t],,- t.iun Is im
'.'""''^''ll>' til'- < a-,tl.-. uliiili stand-, on an .ininen.r,
its i:i|-( lll.ii- keep (,\ r|-t(i|,piii;_. th,. tnuil kene.ltll. I' r.nn
the a|)(;.\ (.1 the keep exirii.k a niar\( Ikiii-, ,i,u ,,,,

all sidev;, |,rn\in- the iinporiance which nni,t ha\-e ,it

iMii- time allacdied to the aiK ieiit tiiriress.

'"1"
•' linle while tile adion is dixcrle.l to l.onde;:.

whither it is neeihess tor ns to track tho i h.irad. in.

/>'t(/i-'s Jiin ('proh.d.l) CkMnenl's Inn), Kcusin- [on,

''\'''' I'aik, the i)ri\e and the Kow, Pcinirc no'lnii.-
lo he speai in d.'scrihin- llieni. Killariie\-, ,,s well as
the I irei-n towns meiuioned, we shall leave discreeiiv
alone.

1 he house in whii h Mrs. .Suaiieonri was supposed
^'* ''-i<l" was called //r C)\ii;s, km u<- can lind m
II'''"' "' it to day. .MeiiliMii 1, made of a r..ek in llic

\alle)- which had the tontonr ol' a man's laic 'jdiere
are maiiv crat,r<j;y nxdxs in the \ alleiu y \'all, \, hiii \\<-

fail to recognise this partiiailar one. t'laui-h such con-
tours do ofcur hen'ahoiit. and mature ac(jiiaintaiice
with our .aiihor's methods leails us to assiinu; that sm h
a rock did actually exist iheiv at the lime the |„„,k
was written; hut weather-action will .soon alter sudi
characteristics or eniirelv etlace th(jm in a compara-
tively short lime. .Mrs. lethwav's colta-M- stands l-v
.1, I .. 1 .1 111" . .-. .

"^

':• o;;:;a. Ul lU; vaiieiu\ vauey, aiioiit iiaii-w.i\'

1 8o
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i I III \\ l>-^l..\ ( »!•
i Ih »M \s II \u|)\

Iniwiiii /{/n/i/sfiKc I '/lii/in^'r .iinl Ctii'lic Hotcni, ukI
h.is l)ccii rrpaircd aiul hri^htcncd up since llu; liim;
<i| the stin\ .

Ol all the c:liiir( lies in the \n iniiy |i(rli.i|»s ili.it of

l.csncwih may !)(• taken as most nearly apprDximalinj^
1" ilii one called lujst /:iii/i/.>hni.<: we have already
sci-n its i»imiacl(!d tower Iniin the valle\ idad (i ;c)).

< 'in- <iir\-ey is now almost ended. Tin- pemiltim.ii.'

139. I.I sm;\\ 1 11 I

Im' K-roiuid is at Caiiic/loii railway station- dis-

tinrtK sii--csii\c ,,( Ciniellonl. 11,'p. u<- read m|

Kni'^lu ,ind Stephen arrixin- one ni-ht in icnn|>,in\
with the "somhre \a\\" whicli hail travelled down im
the .s.mie train as themselves. We mav track them
walkino- "in the darkness 'ij. the miles Oi' road Iroiii

C amehon to laiddstow." I'hev paused lor shelti r

Irom the rain at the hlack.smith's' sho])—a place which
is found hy in(|uir\- from local iidiahitants to lia\c
liecMi closeil "this man' \c,irs Z' li w-is het-,- ih,-v i'ii-,i

arm ol hdlride's m.u-riair,; t o i.oru ar\enian and



\ I' \IU ( )!• I'.l.l I \ i;s

iMir show II lilt: I ' iihn |il.ilc. Siil)Sc(|iitiilly llitty fiiU re

II HID C.llllli lil //</<(Oinc Hiotiic l<i nl)tain lurtlxT

t.irliciilars. ( )l ihis mii we can discover no sun-

irn (
: it paiii.iiK recalls Ik." Ship at Moscastle

11.\\ ! may itnaLjine.- ihein when on the roliowint^ day
ii|i the fainiii.ir valle\ (V'alleiuv X'allev)thev u.il

ID I'i.ist I'julelslow church" to ilteiid the liaieral.

\iid after it is over we picture ihein retracin^f their

•i |.^ "down the mvv\ still vallev to Castle Moterel."

\
I
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I lir piiitofiliisnMiianccivMsnii the ,uitiiii,alL-.i laiidm-
;'f Xapnl,-,,,, m luu^hiiKJ, an.i i\ l.asc-cl-uc' arc i,,].!
Ill the prclao' on farts ti,at wcrr handcl ,l,,un m
\>"surav l.y local in.lividuals who u-iv tlicnisclvc.
utiv.ly inu-rcstcd. The shadow ra.t \>y Xapolron
"II thr south.M-n coast <•! WVssrx was of sntticcnt
'l<Misit_\ toinakr ihclact of his landin- appear strannclv
l"-':'-'''''*- II t., thr actual evidence ,,f his inteirded
vrsit we ad<! the uillaca-. „f naturallv superstilioii.
temperament., w-- need not he surprised' to hear of the
o.usr,|,M.nt precautions taken hv the inhal.itants o|
the towns and villa.,;<-s n<-ar the coast to ^nard a-ainst
ix-m- can.^ht unauans; ,,f the systematic traini7in ,,t

'ii- I'H-.il men
:
or the stora-e of weap.)ns and amnunn

tion m
(
hia-ches and similar safe retreats. Nor can

'" ''"''''^ ''i''t il""' ''Lihoratc arran-em.aits made l\v
in.niy o the iMttor-class pc.ple, to dv inland .linxtlv
^^''' '"'^^'^ "' '"^ accomplished haidinw uas hashed
il'i-'M-l I'v the heacn fnvs pn-pared on the hills, were
the result ol actual \r.i\\

llie coinitry uhich forms ih.- -roimdwork for the
cIiHtt scenes lies m ,ni.l aromid 'lindnioiith^.v pla.-r
which we .shall reo;ard as l.eln,^ tvpi.al of W evmoutli
If weaccept ^'.vmw/va.s repre.sentin- .Sutton 'l', ,vnt/
a wXVv^v Km- just under l'.inc()mlM' Down, it must
not he m too narrow a sense, restricted hv the actual
conlmes ot ih.il vill.ioc, since it .inl.raVes certain
leatures ot L pwey. and pMahaps liincomhe too (, jq)
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I in: .i( iioii i(.iniiiriu.> licrc, ,it ("ivcn omlic thai is

li> s,iy, as tar ,is ihr loc.il siiii.uion is coiu;criu-(l. 'riic
mill is ilraun, not from ihc mill which onci: stood in il,,.

\
' i-i' "I Sutton royiii/, hilt h-oin the one it prohahU

r.;scmhlc(l ihai at l>ucy, which we mav s,.> still

(•\hihilin- many of ilv fcatun-s dcscrihcl iii thr hook
( 1 1

I ). Lrt iis,ihcn,ima<^iiic the L'pwrv mill to l,c stand-
in- in th'- v:lla;^c of Sntion I'oynt/, wnm- we also find
the 'd^ir-c, -.moolh mill-ponir' of'oiir author's imai;inin-^',
m which ihc' cavalry watered their horses, ancfwhidi
was in hill \ iew of Ami Cariand's window (14J).

"On the other side of the miil-]„)nd was m\ o|,e„
cross," we read; it is (|uicldv re\-ealed to ;is as we
st;iml l.eside the mill-pond.' " i;. hind this a steep
slope rose hi^h into the sk\ , mer ine in ,1 wide and
<'l>';n down." Idiis descripdon /<•

"

lik.'wise e.isilv
^'''''.^- W < shall examine the down a^aiii when ihi'

s.enery ol • Idle I )ynasts " comes hefore us. it is one
ot those features occurring- i;, -he Wesse.x Novels
and l'o.,-m, winch r-mains prcciselv the same, \-ear in
and year out; it has U-x-n verv litth' l,imp<-red with,
and looks th<' sam.' to-da\- as it did when the Wdiiie
I lorse w.is I )V.\\v^ cut out l.y ihe encamping- soldierv
and the sw<;epiiio- undul.itions'wre dotted witl'?L;(..n.eoiis
umtorms and uhitc canwis. ' '"^

Our interest is (iuickl\- aroused in this d..wii, ,ind
111 fancy we waich the pilchini,^ of the tents and the
\-,u-ious other arr,in-emeius conse(|uent 011 the arriwil
ol the soMkts, including the work of "m.ikin- a /v^-
za^^ path down tiie incline from the camp to the riv<M--
head." 'Idiis track may siill he (lisc<:riieil ,ind followed.
W hen the nov.d appe.ired ,ui old -eiitleman ol nineiv
wrote to intorm the .luthor that he witnessed the
arriv.d, wlu'(di w.is exactly as di'scrihed.

W e mav 111 ike up our minds to recoenise i'ox\\( il

Hall as the proioivpe of ih,. (\\Wi// Hail ^A \.\w siorv
'-I1" iinme ot .Squire I )erriman. lis -Mrev, we.uhe'r-
wnrn Iroiu" is fimili.ir to ,.verv trav.'ller passine a
on ihe W <) i!iouth-VVar(di;im road (143). ddie hne"oid
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T]]R \V[:SSMX Ol- THOMAS H.\Kl)V

.Uc-IkhIsc lend- 11 an iiilciisiri ((i inlci-<'.sl, altli

i.il it u,
tlii> has l,,.,.,, ah.Tcd c.iisidrral.lv In,,,, w j

pictured in ili,. story.

W.ininvcll sccins l,\ its position to sni;-o,.si S/;-///,
^^w-thc villas.- uhitluT Ann journeml to tli.
inristciunn- part\.

Ihi^huoull, itscllA.firn claiins our att.'iuion. h u-,s
u i-n ihr k,,,^ was on his uav thither that th.' i >:rno;;./r
lollwinnhed to the lop ot the Ri.l^.euav t(, s,.e hi,n
IMss. Ilcu-as tochan.L^^chorsesat " U'oodvates Inn"
a host.'l near ( ranliorne which still hcars'lraccs of its
'."•iner nnportaiu v. as a poslin.^diousc-. Th,; niilhT and
111- p.irty uaite.i at the suniniit of th<' Indl initil aft.a-
'.''1'' '"il '>t -^t. Peter's. Castcrhridex^^ in I- ll.it--^ i

"K-nnte, .till to In, hc'ard-diad chimed threv o'chuk
wh.n tin; lon,--expc.-ted cortex,, at len«;th came ni
siL4ln on ••the white line ,,tn>a<r'(i44). "W<' can well
"!;;'-'"" ^^''- •iti^"^' which hllcd th.: hc'arts of th.'
villagers as they sh-, ,

1
•• Lnn,<,r life to Kin- |ar<.<-

-

lhf.s<- were stirnn- tnncs. and excitement '

ran 171^1,
when the routme of daily life wa.s broken in upon hv
t';<' sudden advent of th<. soldiers on the dt.wn
l<-"j'l^- tn-.iuently went to visit the encampment andw see the niill.a- takin- hi. h-iends there on a .S.mdav
e\-enmL;.

When the r.'view was h.dd, " the whole population
';' "^''•'""il-

. . . ascended the slope with th.' crowds
''""^''•'>-. '"'d 11 we follow them in imaoination wemay h,ar tlu; exclamations which hursl from the lius
ot the onlook.rs. It was uhile witnessino- these ex-
citements ih.u Miller Loveday was apprised of the lact
'iMt a Liter w.iited lor him at the nudmouth post othce
';i<l It .Ireu ir<.m him the remark that "there was a

'V^'''!'
'" 'Y

'"""^"
( '45)- This ini<-restin<. supersti-

tion has almost die.I out, disappeann<r concrnn.tlv with
til" "tallow d,,,, • |,ui it still persists h<M-e an.l there in
_;o-'t-t''Ppl;^'-''n.' Ihe httter heralds the coinin.^ oi
'."I' l-oveday. and soon after his arrival we read ol

hini jonrneyme t,, Cas/rrhrU^c ( I )orclu.ster) to nu^et
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his ri,uux-c. rhc ( M.l (.ivyhr.uiul liiii."uh,rr 1,,. |n,t,
up his lioi-M-, is siiil i(. !„ t'ouiul ill South Sinci, l,ut
has lono- Idsi iis Wa-iu;: W < s(.' hin, ^i.unlin- at thr
i!"v\ uatcliin- ihr roatl in the ,linMti,,n (,r"(,rcy-s
Hrui-t:, until he sees thr each iVom .//,/,/},./</•

I'ii,.

city \v(; have lonir to Inok at as (1(k,K rrsnnhh'ii-
Sahshiii-v uhrn- his la.!_\-l.,\r liail lic^ii sia\ ii.^^ with
'^''' "I"- '-iiL '1'^ she do, s no arrive, he hcoiiiK-s ihr
lioai, l.y •• uaii.lcrin- iii. ami (l.)uii th<' |/?\i-mint,
'vKiciitK soinrwhcrc rlo,.- to th,- .hunh of .\!!-Saints,
''""'" ^l"' \"i^''s of ilir \vorslu'j.|)rrs (OHIO to hini
throiinJi [I,,, (ipi'ii windows.

I ill' s>)ldi<-rs -o into harracks at Jixoiihury tiic
nty wo think (,f as hlxotn-. \\',. ,,rr nvallrd 'to thr
'l"uii l)y th(^ kindiin,L,r of thr l)o,u:on lin-, an in(i.l,nt
••'p'-atcd in ••Tiio Dynasts'; and as we shall cxaniinr
this later on it nerd not detain us now. The alarm
had the elleet of sendiii- the women-folk inland, and
amnn-st the rehi-e<-s we see our haends from O-cr-
coiiik Mi!/^ hastening towards Kui-shox—xXw townl.t
we have alr(;aily recoojiiised as lien- Re^is. The old
order for their n-treat' -hither still exists." dhey w.r.'
pursunl l.y i-estus Derriman. after he had learned t,,

his satistaction and ivliof that the report of Xapol-'on's
l.indin^; was fds.-. He '•cantered on over the lu'll

(kul-eway), nieetin- on his n-ute the 1.ow(m- l.on--
pudd!(; .,r Weatherlniry

( I'uc.dlctown) volunte.rs?"
1 he lonely cotta-c in which lie besie-cd Ann is still
to he seen amid the fulher downs al7o\-e lloleoi„l..e
liottom, hut it is now in a state of compiet.: ruin.

I he episode of the press-gauL; hrins^s hefore us
v-ry vividiv the dat- at which th.- incidents wcTe
ima-ined to have taken place, for impressment died
oiit at the end of the .XajM.leonic wars in iSi;. W,-
sre Ann ilrivin- h.uk from nnthnoiilh with her lov.^r

;

she i^lances ai>prehensi\-ely in the dire, tion of the ships
lyin,^: at anchor in the h.iy towards I' irtland, whose
"dark contour, lyin- like' ,i uh.ile ,,ii the se.i," is

readiU- discerned.
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II It; \vi:.ssi:x op- tiiomas iiardv
W'-- in.iy HMU t(,llou- tlir Tnnnprt .M,,j,,r and N,,,,

'I),.lk\ liill-si,l,. l.v iiu- s..Mirrs ( I ,o). •
\|t,.,- ,,„,,,

""""•I"- '"-s h.a.i.inun iii.iu-.MMtMhi. 1,,,,,, i,,;,:
Ijy way ..t the km- s hri.ll, -,,rin. past tli,. |„-i,l..r ,,l |,:.

•"'S'-. anil iiuo his cKkcd hat, Ann sai.I that "h.- h
,',

''"1 «-nouoh<.f a, an.lstrp,,,-,! ,,ut < .1 thr chalk ch-ar,,,.

"I-" l!><- i^rass. Th.. Tnnn,., t-Mamr ha.l ivnuin, i

all Ihr iniu- Ml a nidan. hnlv attitn, I,.' u uhin th.- n,UM
<|^

his Majesty s n.^hi s,Hn-.- \\V ,na\ l,.||,,u nth,-,,,,
these actions. 'I he .MsiVst ascnt tn th,- Whitr II,,. ,

IS fn.n, S,,ii,,n Pn\iit/; l„;t il u,- ualk al..n.. th,- t,,,,

"' r' '"'-V
'''"" "''^"'•"- l»'-ii. aM>l t,,n, tn th'.

''-'" ''^'•' ''"• ''•••-' "I llH^ hill, tiiMs su.hlralv tn.,l„p.
"urM-iv,.ssn,n,un.l,-.l hy

,
,al. hrs nfjurr, rh.alkv .•.arli;ur sli.ill In- sn w,,n(lrrnio ,is tn th.-ir ni.MninM,' |nr ,„,

lys.anhl anc- cni !„• ir.u.'d m ih,- hnrs,- ,,r its rl.l,,- ,,

Ihry app.-ar Imni thr ,,,,|,nsiu: hill, wh.-rr the m,,,!
w I'uls II], li-niii I'rcstnii \ illa,L,'e.

,,
^'"]^^-"^^' \\lii'ii i-^ th.'colln.iuial n-n.lrrin.. ,,t

l-n.sha.n, uas ihr hirthj.la.T nf (apt.nn ijarclv-
Vlsnns ll,anlv-,.nr nf a a.Hafral hran. h ,,l 'ti,,-

hn-svA
1 anlys aiul in th,- villan. we ran hiul his

hoMS.-
:
uh.lc the St..,, hill oni„^. nnrthwanis nni .,|

tli<;\illa-c uiil hnn^ i,s tn the ninniinvnt w hi<-h si.in.N
sMlitai-ynn

I ;l,,n<lnn, n, Dhukdnu,,. I„ ihr sK.rv l;..i.
visits th,- Captain in his hmii.-, ,an,l ih.- p-snlt 'nl his
iiit'-rvi-u IS tnai he jmns the ru/ory and sails auav

.

l"'-l^"id i'.ill. nr lic.l, (nln<siHfn^.|,sasavanlao,-
'';'";' ^^'^"" •;^'^" M'-s there m cateh a l,.st uilmpse
';! ^'y ^"'I'- '^'^ "lay picture her i,ni, ney In e.irnVr te
/'//,.//.v//,v

( I ,;i, th,-ai, c rns ,..i^r i],,. jq^^^.'^ |,; ^, rnwin--
lM)at—tnr

,1 hnd^e was l.trkinL; at that tiine.--sl^'
climbs the steep rnad tn th<.' Inp n\ I'nrtland • thr
liii.U'; lump nl Ir.-esK.ne which forms ih<' peninsula"--
^''•'l >n due cn„rs.- reaches " the extreme snntherlv Prak
"I nnk trnm which she u.u.hes "the ^re,u silent' ship-
as It passes .m<l .hs.ippears. \\V shall visit " the wild
lierbless, uealher->vnn! i^r:^^:^:^:^t. .,-,

••
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aiul is all lli.il now rci.iains of ihc c-hurch and ihi- v

which onct: stood tlicrc (14S).

ilia":*'

lis incctiiiii- iir(j|)ari-s us tor tli (• closing' incidents
I'l liic slorw L'licit; rKMijy" (lies, .iiid ( ^.i7c'<// //<///

with iis " •middy
V. i IK lows, cracked hat tie 1 11 cuts, and wct'd-ijroun ".irdei

(iiiadrani'je, archuavs, innllioiu

liccoine^ Mie property ol

iliiors of the laniiliar 111

Ann ( i.iriaiui And t

1,

roiii the

III we catch our last '>iiini

oliii as Ik marches iiUu the iiiiiht.
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••

In Ih.; prrl.icf u, ihl. I „,,.!. ur an- idd il,,.t
" thr s,t,i,-

of action was su^ocsi, ,| \,\ lu,, ,v,.I spots in th,- ,,,„-i,,|
lii.-o..inlryspL-dl,.-,|.,a.l..,l uluM, li,r, a , nlnmn stan.l-
'"- "!'"" '^- <

'•''''" -urr.Min.iln.^
]

"'. .iii,„-iii,..s l,..,v.-
'"•''1 nnperlr.l mioihr nanMliw In.in |„.iii .sul,-s." Th,-
'lii'MrtrnMi.s iHi-taiiiiii- i, , i|„. iu(, spots arc casilv
;,''-l'''-'nin.,l. Ihr actual l)uihlin,i4 is. Iran, ; [,, ihr inai,;
''•'>n-. tile tower standm- in Charlioroii-i, |-ark a 1. u
niil.'s somh n\ Wiinl.orilr Minstrr (I'p,); uhij,. i|„
niHiird.aie sctlin- ,,f the lictillons o1.s,t\ at, .r\ sliou.
IIS the position oc.aipit;.! 1)\- a shafl or <,l,rl,\k \\lii,|.
rises Irom a lull nrar .Mil!..,n,c St. Andrew, Imiu-,.,
I'landlon] and i )or(iicsicr.

Weuillrxaniine il,,. siination lir.t. To ,|,., ,i,. fi-Min
^'"' '"'"'^ "

'
'"• ''Ural leatm-.. ,,lthr niiddlr disian,,-

• • •
''''^ '' '"-rnlar isolated hili

. . . M.vend uith tir-
[''^"'^-

;,
• • H"'"l"-li-k;sknownlo,alKa-'' Mill.,,riir

Sl-er or-kin^-s-l[,I| Spe.-r " the latter title hein^-
an aliuMoii to the eatren,h,,d c.irtliwork Ironi uhi.'h
llv ^pnv rises. .Soni.' i\^v years a-o the trees on tl r
suiMinit ot the lull were thinn..l. and lo-dav the spire
stands out iK.ldly h-.tore the eyes ot the traveller on
the )orch(-.ster-l'dandlord n.ad. The ,nonuni,-nt Ix^ars
^'".''"'•"t '7'>i

:
It i> l.ulh ehieilvofhrirk, with ston,"

'j; '^^!" r;;^':''^
"'•- ^'- ••' stand tor |-:d,nuM,l

Alorton I l.ydell. in whos.- nieiiiorv it ua. ere, ted
i ne ori-m o| the earthuork is open .,, 0.,,....;^.,
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TNI" \\'i:ssi:x ()! riioM \s ii.\ki)\

ii lacl to uhi. li ,„ii- .uitlh.i- iliMW:. aLU:nlH)ii. ••
1 |„

lir-shromUul inll ft. was (accordin- to some anii-
'luancs) an old k,„nan camp.— if it w, ,v not (,,s

"Ihcis insisted) an olil llritish castle, or (as the r- st
swore) an oKl Saxon field of Wit.iiaoemot.-. with
remains of an outer and iniwr Valium. '"

1
1 we visii

the s|.,,i ill spriiiLj we shall he striiik at on. , uiih ii„
natural wild-!iow<T ,i;ard.-n whi. h snrroun.ls the s|.iiv
l>li|' I'ells, cowslips. campi(ms In mmv shades of n.l
•"id pink, whitrthorii, ,md th.- nualv j^iK-ldcr-mv
htrially cov.M- thr -roini I. As llioii.,h to impress lis

witli Its isolated po>iii,,n, uc mav s<c hovering (jver
llle spot thr kesticU uhi.h n( ^t' thnv almost''<!V<-ry
year, .md li,t\r donr In.m time iinincii.oi-iaI.

I hi

oriuiiial iiviKh.-. aP' ,,lin.,.i 1,^, | ,,iii, ,|,,. i,,,,,|^^^ ,,„

th.- Ill- M,-,.dl<:s have dnipprd ua<> ihrm \rAv ali.T year,
Hid til-' loMitalls of a \i-,iior an- iniilllci as thoii-li
h-; trnd a pile earp.l. Thr .arihwork is know,, ",,

\\ rathr,|„iry Castlr. and hliUs to ns wlu-iirr came nn
autlior's hctitioiis name for l'ii(Kllrtou ii.

''''" l"\\'-i' i" Chailioi-oi,;,.!, i',,|-k morr pai'ti. u-
l.irl} thr .(.jiinill of thr |io\-r| is |j, , (rrl in hri'^lil.

•'"'' ''"""1 tl"' ^MMimit rMrii.U a ina'^Ililirrllt \irW .it

the sun-oundin.r coniuiy. il is a
.

'. ispinious land-
mark, ..^d)l,- from a .hstaiirr of m.i. rn.ilcs .iiid f ,„„
s.'vr,-al .Hft.-i-.'iu .Hi-rrtions. It is descrihrd i„ th,-

'"'"'r
''^ haMIl- hrrll kiiilt ••in thr Tiisraii ol'dr,- ,,|

(lassii- an-|ntrrii,n-; whi, h i-, lit. Tally r..rr.-ri ( 15.^).
A Ill-ill ot wi.l.-, moss-L:rouii si.'p^ Ir.ids up to the

l.iW.T; th.' rxtriio,- is dr.. iratril witii some in'..Trstill-
i;roles(|iies. J,i>i insid.' i-, a lal.l.t ulii, h t. lis us thr
tower was ci-.-rtrd in i;.,,., was sirurk I.\ h^dilniiii;
Ml iS-S, and was considri-ahU- damarr.l. In thr yea-
toll. .win- il uas rri.uiit, tort)- trrt l.rin- added.' .\

h.'avy monldr.l h.nulr.u'l -uid.'-s us to ihr i,,p, ulinv
wr riit.T a r(.<.m panrllrd in chrstiuit and titled widi
somr handsomrly

. arv.Mi srats. from whence the vi.-w
Is s.'rii throu-h ihr main windows W
.1, I r .. 1 \ I

r 1 ec.ii ,,,,,

•'"""II" III oil I .iack(i(.w n : the loll" lantiiLje
iC/O



-1 4r

i>\ llic I'uiltcck Hills, Uoiii iiciiioiilli, JMckcd l»y tin.-

\' w I'orcsl; SliuIIaiul ; and a |)<>riii>ii »it ihc Cliaiiiicl.

With a pair of gl.isscs vv«; should in.ikc out many
lainihar laiultnarks.

Clost! to this town is Char! jorou'iM 11 Olls<- til.

|irototy|)c ot' the \\\//itiiii Ilouse ot tht; story ( I 5 i j. It

>t.uuls in a tiiK l\ limlxrcd park, uhirn-iii is a ma,t;niti-

iiiii hen! of iltfcr, also some catil- dl Asiatic limd.
Ill tin- ^Toumls i-, an iiUiTf.stiii!^ ^rollo, thr trdiit

siirinountcd a tiiiurr o f V ;mic uKl hciinii'.

iiHcriptioii recording; the I at tli.it tlir jil.iii <>l il

.111

11-

iif.it Ki'voliitioii \v,l ŝ lorinul.ilfd ilicixin iii tln' \(,ir

|i)S(j. Xc.ir tht! house is tlu; chuxli ; this cuul tiic;

tliaceiit jLjravfyard form the backijrounds jor some
;hort scenes.

Wimhonic Minsl<'r, in its lictitious |>r(S(iitm< iit d
\\ tirhonii, iiili rests lis .is heiiij^ the place win ir St.

CI i-e\(; was supposed lo ht; t!tluc.lteii. .Aiioidm- In

I.iyinoss, it was "a place wheri' ili(\ dr.iw up \(iuii!_;

.misters' lirains like rhuharl ) miller ,1 mil' pcinu p.m.
Ihc lu'^l colK'ire w.is loimded here in io|; liy I'.dward
till' Lontessor. ind

M.ipr.iret of

rcinamcil mi.iltcreil mini i pjo, u lnn
Ki( hmoiid t(imidc(l ,i i li.mir\ .md est.ih-

lished a school in comicclion w illi it. Ilie old ( iranim.ir

School hu'ldings w ii c dcmdlidicil and new ones erected
in 1S51 ix^i). W'imhorne is .ui .iiu ieiil tdwii, tli(iii:_;lu

ii\ some tM he identic. il witli llie \ iiuioL; l.u 1 i.i ( )t" the

.\iitoniiie I tiller. ir\-. I he line church or minstei-

tnnns the m(i-,i nol.iMe le.iiiire, the ceiiir.il pari d.iimL;

liMin the Iwelllh century ; it conl.iins ni.m\' mterestiiiL:

niMnuuK'nls. includiii'^ ,i hr.iss he.u-in^ the d.ile ol Sj ^,

supposed to m.irk the restini^ pl.ice ot KiiiL; . luhelred.
I nder the west lower is ,m oiicr)' clock, which is said
tn have lieen i;()in,^ since the lomleenlh ((nliirx. and
which was made hy Peter Li^htl'ont. ,i monk ol'

(dastonluiry. In the chapel ot Ilol\- Triniu is a

S.ixon cliesl I loo ye.irs old. In a ronm altovc ihe
V'eslrv ! ^. th.e f'mv>!!K fh-iine ' i!l?r;i!*\' I; :'. mi: le; 1 ! p. tl^."

siMeenih ceiilurv.
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Till-: \\!:ssi;x oi' iiiomas iiakdv

ss ;i cnimt. rparl of Wint< rl.oriK /clsloiic
(

'^<'('in 1(1 he nion or

I S il : it^

<• n,ii'r,iti\c , not Mp-
ll'- •Vrnrr.ll.lr ihauh.-.l hnusr . . . l.„ ,,| ch'lk ill

th- nm,,, 1,; u-hirh St. Cir.vr u.,s iuM^inr.l to liav,-
'';''!. >-.imi<'t iH.u Ik- tMiiiul, an,l li.,s |.n,lMl.h n. r,\l„.,l
.-^nut ilic time ol t!lr Mdrw

I'll'- nt\ ,>l |;,.tli ti-urcs ini,l,.r its own name aii,l
-nns ,,11,: nl th.. lMck,L;m,in,ls. llrn-uv .an |M.-t,,rc
':';'> * "ii-tantiiK- •• uandcrin- about Ixaicath ili,-

•'P'"-" ,V'
'I"' ^'''x-y. r.ath, that placr ,,f stc.-p

al'i-iii.t lulls, .crra.r.l t,. accnmiiuulatr th.^ r.Kuls aii.i
iK'Uscs nsin- in ti.rs al.,,v the vail,A- ol the Avon
with Its .u:, .listiiut k.-.Muls a.sn-i!,;n-'tlu- ron,,,!,.!,,,,;
-'t tin: city to a Drili.sh kino-, j!Ja,l,Kl, is too wrll knou,,
to n.-ccl (Icscnption. Tlu- inin.-ral springs from whidi
11 takes Its namr wnv Ion- used l,v the' Komans, and
lie l.alhs arc justly considcfd to nj.ivscnt one of
tlu! fin.st Roman anlirniitirs in Western I'lu-o].,-

(.reenui.h
< H.serv.itory, .Soiithiinipton Docks and

I n<. Cape I,-, in- m this novel !,, souk- exteiU • then
'"I- ^' lime the action lak.'s us to .l/,A/.u,/,r which
is l.intainomu to .Salishury. lie,-,- we read'ol the
•• in-ecincts oi the damp ,in,j veiieral^le Cd.,se

"
and are

presently unrod, iced to the •• episcopal pal.uv," depi.ird
doubth^ss from th,- putur.-s<i,ie irreuul,,,- buiklin^ uliich
IS still the nsidence ol" the bishop (154).

Juo



CIIAI'II. I< l\

I 111. w I.I i.-i;fi ()\ rn

(./ Sl;t,/i I'f ,1 't\ IIII'll am, III)

' i^ to I'l'ilLuiil, 'the rcniiisiila (.irvci Ia' I im<-

we iiui.st <j() to lind theout ol ,1 single stone," th.it

-iirroiiinliiio^s whicli sci-\-c(l tor thi.s roiii.mcc—or sal
X'Mrl)- all ihi: action tak

^loriii-hishcd cniiiicii

ire.

<s place nert;, on this nnsterKHis

Xovel
;no\\n to us ni ihi w cssex

s ami I'oenis as " The Isle of Shnuers,'
"

'I'l

l)y the Race," and other titles siniilarlv

le

(lesei-i])ti\-e

s ni
'' I'oril. 111(1. ("omnionl)- drsi^nateil an isl.ind, ii i

if.ility .1 peninsula, connected with the •Mainl.iiid I)\- ,i

'''in neck orp(d)l)le's called the Chesil l,,ach, or ikud-;
Ii'^^il Iiein-- derived Irom an Ant^do-,Saxon word

liUt IS ,it

le tjales

n'MiniU' D'ail He i)ank \aries ni w lotl

" I'oint wider th.in two hiuulred yards. T
diich swec;[)over it troin the south-west are phenomei lal

in lorc(', comiiirr sirai-ht oil' the .\tlanlic. ami tl

waves in the West l!av, or D
le

eadinan s I ia\-, ,ire

lit''rally nioiint.iins hinh. T
'ln\cn .iloiiL^- the road in a doL^-cart more tliai

when the \-ehic;le has heeii swuii" h.ilt'

le pres('nt writer has

1 once

thround i)\ tin
lit the- wind. 1 )(eaiinian s l>av is well named lor

\essel once ocls msiile it during a gal(', there is

' •. llie reniot<'st possibility of its ever .L^ctting out
1.,. liii, and ,1 practiiMl certaint)- of its Iieing dashc-d to
!':''ces on the heach.

1 hi? sland lo (• ill it In- if. r 1 I I 1
.

1 I tl -1 in/
tti^- --;iti»T

30I
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'1 111-: wi'SSHx oi- riioMAS ii \i<i)\-

ail .iliiiosijlicrc splciuliclly curai..c ol chcsl iliscjasi's, as

shown l)\
'•

effect on soldiers (|iiarterccl tluT' . 'Ihc

cliffs ar- , (.'cipitoiis, and only a U-w .s[)(iis (ui lir

sniiilicrn side are accessible from ihr sei. AUhoii-ii
siihdixided into se\( ra! villages, lo the Islanders them-
selves there seem lo he iwo main distiiu [i\c divisions

—

" Top o' I lill " and " Under 1 lill.
' Its aiu ii nl liistorv

is difficult to discover with an\- L^i'Mt txacliuss.

Saxon, Roman, and DaiU! .ill had their da\ withoiii

doiilit, hut \cry tew reconis remain to testily to tlu'

leiiodi el their octaipatioii. The old-time harrows,

the earthworks, the; stone circles, ,ill of whiih wcic
» .-presented half a century aL,^), h i\c hccii drstroNcd
h\- (juarry extensions .lu^] hiiildiiiL;- ojicratioiis. Port-

land is connected in most peoijle's n.inds with the

convict est.ihlishmi-iu that fastness from whieh it is

hoasfil no prisoni-r has escapetl ali\-e : m fact, evcrv
visitor wlio goes to the Isl.nid to-day is accosted hy
numerous wonld-bt; guitles, eao;t:r to i,ike him to spots

lr(,'in which the; convicts may be sec'ii at work. hOr
those who arc ol a sufhcientK' morbid turn of mind it

is possible, or used to be (piite receiitl)-, to obtain fu-

tile modest sum of sixpence' a tea which includes a

u iiidow-si^^ht ol the prison yard' The majorit\- >>( us

will prohabl)- he satish('d with a r.nnble o\cr thr

Island and a look at some- of th.e ipiarries which have
become world lamous. The oolitic limestom; obtaiiunl

hero has beeMi used lor man) important huikline.s in

the country, includine- St. Taul's Cathedral.
We are told in the preface that this is the " home

ol a curious and well-nij^h distinct people, eh<'rishiii-

strange beliefs and sineufir customs now for the most
part obsolescent." It is with regret that we notiie

the extermination of these idiosyncrasies, lor rortlaiid

has .iliered (.)ut ol all nx:ognition dairing the last few
generations. Xatunilly, any sort ol' insulation tends
to keep back ])rogr(.-ss of the race, particularly ,is

re^.irds mental ilevelopment, and until recent years

tile 1 sLijiiJers i.vei'e. .a !(>!Vi' wav' l^.'liiiid !!i:> (!'..:!!;•••; r;!i
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^, as
III'' inainl.m.l in |):,iiu of iiit.-IK.H ttial adxaii, . mrnt ;

and whilst \v may, trom oiu; staiulpoiiii, dec ry lliis

backu.irdiicss, uc cannot hut apprcca'atc a lad u hicli
' iial'l'^d 11-, to iciracc a jia-c in tlic liistorv of liimian
.volution and -a/r on a past link in th*' thain of
lill^ Similarly, vvc- vk w the innniitahlc rock uiudi,
lornu.'d rountlcss centuries a,<4o. has resisted Time's
onslauijhts till now, and five's itself up ^rnd^in-ly to
the scientifically designed tools and c'riMiiu^s iu'ih..
h.iiuls ol the (|uarriers.

W ith an upward intelli dual trend has also oc( urred
a deterioration of ph\si(|ue, accompaiu'ed hv a more
lax moral standard. A point of stran-e interest to the
aiithropoloi^ist w.is the f ict that, althou'^h intermarriage
hetween near relatives was coiiuiioiu yet the ment"^il
•md j.hysical characteristics of the people displavcd no
ill eltects therefrom. Thr lustom of close-marria<4C
in the Island was du<- partly to necessity—ow ing to the
eolation ami difficulty of communion v iih nei-hhour-
iiig people—a.id partly to an unwritten code wherel,v
the people sou-ht to keep themselves distinct. h.ven
''wadays the names are limited in mimher - a
Nature which comes before us in the case ot' m.in\-
i-laiids A\u\ district.s natiirallv isolated. The innat;'
pride of the Portlander still mak<_'s him keenly
conscious oi the distinction heiw.'cn those l.orn on thi'

!
-land and the stran,^er, or " kimherlin.' TIk' present

^^Mter wa.. at Portland leceiitly and mirrcd into
'"iiversation with a local man, intim.itin-- at the outset
ihathe uas merely ;i kindx'rlin ; to whii'h ihe Islander
I'l'li'''!, "Oh we'll, Im a ihorou-hin-ed un.'' It was

'"I. too, With an air of con.scious superiority whi-h
• I- not lost on his listener. Patriotism is 'anoilu r

niarkeil ch.ir,ict(;ristic on this roc kv island h.ouK
. h

"IS on.' day at the P.eal that a' casual chat with
'
'"ih<:r ot the Island.'rs hron-ht out his l.)v.' of the

ii"iiieland._ He had been a soldier, ha.l S' rv.-.l in the
^ 'Uth Africa.n ,ind other campaiL;ns. h.id \ isited main'
' di,: beaui) spots oi the w.jrkr; hut n..when; had lie

i
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l"niul any stcncry lliaL appealed to Iiim as did the
wild .st()nn-l,ish<;d rocks ot I'dillaiid, uliere lie hoped
to liv(; OIIL the i-esl of hj-, life and he -alllepd lo Ills

latluM-s ill die wind-swept church) ard.

I'oriland alwa\s seems as ih()UL;h wa|)ped in ,i

cloak ol sathiess, and holds a sombre atmosphere ol

which it nrrows impossible to he ohjixions. |'1>.

countless a-oiis of time throu-h whii h our world has
been built up is \-ery manifest here, for the - >loL;iv.a

epo' hs are strongly m arketl--;i fact sufficient in ilNeJi

to prcxiuce a soberiuM |nilueiic(; on our mintls.

\\ e will now lollow I'icrstoii in im.i^ination as he
comes upon ih<- sc<!iie. Through the Slncl of W'c/ls
I i'orlimi' s W ell) he passes, and. aft. a" a stilf ciimb up
the precipiious hill, w.ilks towards tlie /uishrit I 7//,?;-,

-—doubtless a tlesiu;n.ilion of hlaslon. I [ere we see
hmi pause bef, .p- ih<- cottage in which tiie Caros
l:ved. Coming bef,, p. the clcxsed ,L;ales which lorni die
norihern entraiKc to I'ennsvl\--uiia Castle ( i 5 5 ), we note
•' I'liie on our left hand, a\u\ at the corner stands the
model of the ('ap.s' home. "Like; tlu: island it wa-,

•
III ot

^,
one, not onl\- in walls but in window frames,

rooh ciiinnieys, fence, still-, pi,i;stye and st.ible. almost
door." Many of tlic'se ilescripiive leatup s may be
trac<'d to-day, thou,o:h ceitain inno\.itions have crepi
m whuh ha\e not added to pictures(|ueness. It stvunl
cl()si' lo die house of Pierstoii's father, the two ^irardens
ailjoininL;- ( i 56).

I'n-rslon n-iiews his e.irly ac(|uaintance with .\\ice,

•
uiil soon we watch them t.d^in- walks al,out die islaii<l,

M-itiiiL;- the l;ill or He.il, and " pausin- ,,\-ei- die
tPM( hi'i-oiis c i\ ein known as (

'a\-e I lole '

(157). We
are led to iIk; Ileal fre(iuently in our explorations

; we
-o thither with Ann C.u-land m •'Tin; Trumpet- Major,'
.uid a-ain when it forms the back,-P)und for the poem
entitled •• ddie .Souls of die .-slain.'' Cave Hole is one
of th<' many cav -rns which abound on the Island; its

:icui,il position is difticult to describe, but mav be easilv
r 1 1... : ...... /• 1 1 .... •

' ' '

1' .11 |/t I SI Ml. lien we mav
204
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|'i>nirc ricrstoii W(•^crIullll^ the hill i,, ]\^un in \vi, ,

Mn-m- .11 th,. vilLi^r lull, ,,ihI ^u iii,,v l(,lln\\ th. in <„,
th.-ir siil..((|u(iii rc-iurn h(.in(!\v;u-cls to-ctlur. \\\: set-
ili'iii m mil- mind's eye climlnn-' up I'hc sicc|, hill ;m,l

I'''"'^'".- ''^ 'li'' t«'l' t" .!^.i/.' <,v.r ihr Im\ Ik-I,,!-,. th.n,
whcncr "ihcTc an.sr ; .l,,,,. hdlow stn.kc lik,- tj,,'

sv.^u^\r heat ..fa (Iniin, ih.- iiitrrv.ils l..-ii,- tillr,! with ,

N'li- .liMun ratilin-, as of hnp.rs h.^iu.-.-n hti-c canin.'
jaus. h came troin the vast concave ol hT'adnian'.
I">a\', nsin- and fallin- a.^ainst th.' pchhic dvkc." ji
wr uish to appreciate this tniK realistic description
ue mii.t stand on the hill-top uhen in'-ht is fallin- ,,,

•
itt.-r darkness has set in. '1 hen we niav ahsorl. tcTth.
hill the stran.q;,. weirdness of this roc'kv island anJ
'"••"ne as It were impregnated u ith th.' atm..sph.T.-
which clinos to It. Then, and tli.n onlv, .an u,. hope
to obtain a true impression <,f that "sinisl.r hay "

..r
fe.d th.' existence of •' the human imiltitud.- K inn U-UnK
those wh.) had -.,ne tlown in v.-,seis of war. ]".asi

th.' Arinada -
liuliamen, bar-.'s, briL^s, and ships of

seie. t peojile, common an.! de])ase(k
|ii<: "Id -rav.'yard .,f Church- 1 b.p,. was suppos.-.l

t" b.- visit.-.l. Ot th.' church itself w.; can s.'e littl,'

U> day. but the headstones ar.)und it t.^stifv that ion.--
perish.'.l inhabitants lie h.'re at rest, in a p.'.sition hanl
to beat Irom tlie point .)f view .)f pictures.|u.'ness (i^S)
I iie wh..l.' ma^s s.'.-ms to Iiav.' slipp.'d down th.- si.l.'
ol th.' .hit and narrowlv esca[)ed beiiv precii t.-.i

'"f. 'i"' s.'ii b.'low. This is th.' m.i^t int.-:.. mi..
I'orli.Mi ol til.' Islan.l to th.- botanist

; th.' dills h.'re are
cl..thed 111 u al.l iL.w.'rs, rocks juttine ,Hit betw.-.-n th.'
patclu^s ot blossoms and forming;' a lock-oarden of
nature's lashionin- which throws all artihcia'ratt.'inpts
at emulation int.. the shad.', just b.'low, the s.'a washes
gently on the sandy beach of the little cov.- • and as
th..ii,i.rh eiKinlmo- it from peril there staad the remains
of th.' A',;/ /w;/;'.v Gis/A ~-Ru(u^ Castl.-, or I^ow-an.b
Arrow tastl.', as it is alt.'riiatively call.'d— th.' verv
name tesli!\ inp lo the neri,,,) ,. ,. l,;'.i, ; i ...-i. , . _ ;

;u6
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W'hvn rL-niisylvaiiia ( asiic. in tiu; <,uiisc' of .S^'/r'</;//rt

Lasllc, couKs lictorc us it is tin- rfsicl<'iu:»; of Marcia
Hciu-oini) l(ir lilt; time l/ciii;^. I'liis casilc is a coin.

l'aiMti\ ci) iiiim1c;-ii hiiildiiiM, crcitcil 1,\ |(i|ni I'ciin,

mMiid-.iiii 111 W illi.im I'l 1111, (Wicc; a _L;ovrriior ol I'oit

laiiil .iijil the liiiinijir nl I 'riiiisyhMiiia (Ibo). ID u-,,-

our .iiillior's uonk : "Ii is ,i |iii\ ale mansion oi < u\\\-

paiMiivdy iiKnii-ni liatc, in ulio-,c ^riMinds stuoil ih,-

single plaiitalhiii ..|' lie, . ol uliiih llic IsLiiul (onM
bo.isl.

\\ ' will liilliiw in l'iii-,((in's rooisti-|is ulicn iir

sets out 1(1 walk to /<!i(/iNoii//i-/u-ois -a|i|ii(i\iinali l\

\\'<!yinoutii -li\ wax nf the Clicsil Ilcadi. h ua^
\vh<'ii a <^mI<' was MdwiiiL; .iiicl tlu' rain liad ••assunicil

till- I liaracli r ol a rai^in;^ tnsiH.Mlc.' WC s,-,. l,|i,, ,,,^ ,.,

taking; Mai'iia, .\\\A \\r w... .. ilicin seeking' shcltiT

under onr ol the iiiiUinird Icrn-is. .\ri( i- ,i time tin \

renew til'' struL;;_;lc to n^uli luuiiuoiilli. (|-o->s tin- \v\\\

hrkltrc now r(|ii-csciUi-d l'\ .i iiKin' p'-rmaiuia striir

turc It-avr the ruined caslli- ot Sandstooi (in thin-

riL^lu hand, and t'mally enter the tow n, u liere tiiey sleei.

the niu;iu at a teinperaiu.-e inn near the station. The
iie\i -' nini; the\- jouriie\- to London 1)\- train : tiiitlu r

\\c shall not lollow thein.

An mti rwil ol nearly tucnty \ ears elapses he lore \\c

\-isit Portland a^ain -this lime liy train passing; close

midia- Sandsfoot C'astle, the loi-t ert'cted ky lieiirv

\III. for the iirolectioii of liie shipping (i')i). A
lamihar staaie comes kelore our e\cs as uc catch si^Iit

ol the " lilack lei |-eis " and " the white ciikes of oolite":

and then we climk the accustomed hill .ind pass across
the platen, to the milled Church- 1 lope, str.indeil

h.ill \v,i\down the tlilt-laie. I lore, at tlie <^nM\-esiclc

ol .\\i(c. rierston sees her d.iiH..;hter. Sliortlv after

this e-ncountc'-, we read of him ,is the tenant (^'i Sylvan i

a

Last/c, and we |)icture liim on tlie evening of his arriv.il

insjKictin.tj;- the house, the L;.irden, and then enleriiiL; tin-

" ;_,'-ardendioiise ol I'di/.ikethan tlesi^n, uhuh stood on
ti^.. .,,,t..,- .. ,11. ..r .1, I .'i 1 II.
' ••

•
•••-•-:' : •-•- l; :•..•;;:;. :.-., .wicl c; •;; ;;;;a;ic;i:u ;;^ .i
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jviml.nv ,1,,. h.,„„. ,,, ,,,, rcsusciui,,] Avu,Wr may l..ll,,w l.i.n ..n a .subsr.iiicnt ttvcuin- ul„„ |,..

IS .mao„„.il vvalkm- down tlu- Ian..- t,, thr A'.W A„r'\
Cas//i'ii,K\ stuirchin- lor ih,: iiam,s,.t A vie: aiui Joa-iyn
cut by hnnscll years ag„ .„, ,.,„ nt th.- Mocks n( suL'
which liad (.iu:r l.,rin<j.l a purlioii n| tl„ ,,,,(!,. |„„
whicli now lay on tlir clid-sid,- Ixlou.

_

A liu-lh.T Mit.rval ot tinir, ,l,„in- whu h o,.r
principal charactc-rs arc in Lomlnn ,,,.,1 . I„ ujnrc an.luc a.^a.n visit l>nrtland. I'i.^rston is nna^nu-d u. h-
staying for a nm. at /,'m/mw//,. ,„,d hr InMiu-nilv
journeys to ih,, Island. It ,. now tl,.a \v 1,. com.'s
ac,,uanurd with th.- third Avicc. //nnj t/,c /:/W////.
0/.v//rwinch we look on as the fictitious presnunH-ni
<> SaiKlsfoot Castle, comes before us a^^^iin as the sta-^e
ol evcMUs. I ieiv, •'„„ the v.tu<- of tlie raL:stone cliff"
1 lerston ni.rts Avice - at the same s|„.t wlim- hr h,,d
arrange,! to ni-,-t the hrst Avice fortv vars i,r,-viousi\
I "I- ^"vr, ilie brautilul little- l-a'v'whi.h we huV
'li'Mdy n-,-anlr.j honi ( lunvh J loi,,', ,n,,rks th.- s,,oi
"-'"" ^V';Mu:e Avice and •.v.-rre are supposed to hav,
cscaprd n, arowm- boa. that had neither oars nor .sails

(102) It uiil !'- HMnrmlMPd that thev came p.Tilouslv
>u-,,r bem.L; c n.wned. for the) had dnf't.d v.rv close' t,',

tin: Race, that dan^^erous current which (a'cu laPT
vessels avo.d m n.u^h weather, an.l which is dan.-ero?,.
to small boats ,a any timr. Its . luirn.-d uatePs apd
vvhite cap,.ed waves m,iy be sern most rradilv troni ilu-
Ix-al, lookni- towards the .Shambles, a sandlunk Kin
low.u-tis the south-east. ' '^

.

ll
|-

at I'oitl.uid ilut w. Ur^y br(on,c .iciuaintrd
7'' 1 "':';•". and hen hk.uis,. uc cUc h our la.t
.i^Minps,.,,! hun hving in ^ house at 'the top ol the
Mn.-t ol Wrils' -a hou.se we > uuiot identilv with
any certainty an.l strollin,;^ with .Marua " toward, th.-
IJeal, or the ancient Castle.

"
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/ //r I' list C o/iii/css ol il\.sM\v

I III first (Icsiriution which \vi- lia/c to t-xatninc is

A///;',N IliiiUhk Court "()i;c ol the most imposin- il'

the mansions thai oxrrlook oiir Ijcaiitilul IJl.ic'knK.cH- or
illakcnioi.r X'alc;." I'his was prohahly drawn Irom
Mclhury House, near l^xcrshot, a ni.insion ])artly ot
I':h'/ahL-thaii (lesion, stainh'n- in a jiark coiUain'in.ir
sH'vcral hikes and some tine timber, inchidiii" a ma''ni-
hcent ch)ul)le .i\(-niie of sycamores.

In /•al/s-Park we reco<;nise a likeness to Mells.
lh(; description of the mansion ami its environs
enahhn;^^ us to identify it witli some ile-ree of cer-
tainty. " Its cLissie front, of the [x-riod of the second
( harh-s

. . . the; ilensf-Iy-timherrd I'.irk . .

." strikes
the h'^holder with a certain sense of fun;harit\ wh-ii
he sees .Mells befor-- him. Tiie theatre (,f the istory is

continually chan-ini;- as we follow the fortunes' of
' Mistress Uetty." We picture .Scjuire I )ornell leavirv^
Mells, and ridino- " alom; the ilead level which siret(h(s
between th(' hills skirtin- halls- Park and those boiin.i-
in,L; the town of Ivell (assumed to be \'eovil),"as he
makes his way to A7;/;'',^ IlintOik Court. ('ert.iiii

h-ieiids come to him here, ,nnonL;.st them -the docnu'
from I'.vershe.al (h:vershot) .

.'. Ikixbx of .SherK
CastK; (Sherborne)." Jinrsluad is the village t

111
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winch riiiK:(,iii,H' 1-1,1,-s i(, Icini news ..f llcllx, ,nui w,
sec liini 111 im,.,-illation iiallin- ai iht^ Soiu-ajn/-.loui/~^
obviously, k.trluMl Iroin tli<' pn-.sciit "Acorn Inn"(iO^)

< )| tlir posiiion „r the house tictiliouslv Ciillcd /:/;i/.
Cniiiiyncli we have no clue, though we' may ii.a

'
-

alto-ether wi<l,: ..f ti.,- mark i;, trmlino- a CHUKnti,,,,
l)etween it and Montacute, an I'li/ahethan mansion
sl.uulm- m a i.icttn-es<|ue villaoe four mile-s w.-st ,,t

\eovil, nyar the "view tower " which occupi.s the site
ot one ot W ilham tlu' Conqueror's stronirh,,k!s.

We n^ad of the Squire-s rick- to irristol, and (,l

l-ettys suhseciuent elopement. We will follow h,r
when, m company with I'helipson, she leaves tlu- Court
"by an obscure -ate to the east," and in due time
'•nters •ih,,. solitary lenoth ot" the okl K.unan roa.I
now called Lon- Ash Lane '-a r.,ad ue have ex-
plored in th,; short story .-nlitled "Interlopers at the
Knap It may U: nientionetl in passin,^; that the
wretchedly deficient nomenclature of the new ordnance
niaps rs shown by the fact that, thou-h this lan<- is
named in the old copk-s. the recenllv issued ones k-.avr
It und.'si-nated. They are supposed to hav.^ halted
't a "mean roadside inn." .Sta-o's i'ollv, I'rin.c's
I lace, or .^outhtK'kl HilU-Ionely houses .,n'lhat hi.d,-
way -mop,' or less demolished since the d.ite of Ulr
story-miuhi h.ive indic.ited the localitv of the inn

n AMI I III .Sr( 1 1\ ii

iHirlnira oj the //onsc of (iiche

rbis -i-im tale opens at a point on the "turnpikr
road c.,nneam,i^. Ilavnpool (Pooir) and Warbon.
( \\ nnborne) with the citv of .MeThester (.Sali.burv )

'

in kuoiln,o:rvo.I l/a/I we trac- a resembkuu.' to 'ihr
niansiou m .St. C.ik.'s Park, .about two mik-s south o|
t ranborn.'. I his ti„e ex.unple of b,ittkMnent<-.l ,,rchi
K''tnre .kites Iron, the sixteenth <'enti,rs and -ii, loses
a<iuadranuuku-coiirt

;
but much of thr ori<.in,,| buildin--



"A GROrp OI.' XOr,!.!.; DAMRS"
lias lu'cii rciMX'.ilcd or rebuilt. ll is l.iiiious a^ iIk;

l)Ttb.placcot AnlhonyCooitcr, atlcrwards llaroii Ashlcv.
! the grounds is a L;Totto, constructed princ
iiidi.ui sliclls, which is said to haxc cost /'lo,

!pall\- ot

ooo. 1

1

1-. slated that the hrst cal th.vj^c uroun m r.ii^laiul was
iitn.ited in the L;anlcn (jfSt. (iiU's.

( hciir Miruor is more or I(-ss portrayed from C m-
l'>rd M.uior, and w.is the supposititious residt

Sir |(ihii and l.adv (ii'che. '1'

nee (11

le mansion was rehuilt
iia rini; the last century, but sonK,' of the older portions

\l "John of Gaunt's Kitchen," with itsremain, incuulin

hw^r lireplace and many uncieiit cookini^r voss(;ls.

Li^niloii lull is described as " the rendezvous of
many a (h;rinw- poacher for operations in tlie adjoinini;
lir<-sl.' Morton Imi, which is its prototxpe. staiitls

at the cross-roads about four miles from W'imborne, and
w 1-, at one time a noted postiiiL^diouse where llie sta<'-e-

coaches proceedin^f from London to l'].\eter were
accustomed to chan_u;e horses ( if)4),

I he ) ere\//()// /,();/;'( of tile storv— "
,i small place

'HI the plan of a larL^c one"— was the house pictured
.1^ the scene of Barbara's q;hastly ('xperience .after her
niarriaije, and if we would find the model that served
eiir author we must ^o to the little hamlet of I'"arrs,

i'"">t a mile and a half to the west ol W'imborne,
where such a secluded hous'', with a small j^allery

r^iiiid the hall, is still staiidinrr.

l)\Mr I 111-; TuiKi)

///( Marcliioiic^^ of Stouclicih^c

I here is very little in this stor\- for tiie to|)o-

-;rapher to unra\cl. The M,n-chioness "lived in ,i

' ! issical mansion . . . not a huiulred miles trom the
'ityol .Melchester " (\\e read), .and we reco_!j[nise it as a
hctitioii-^ presenlnieni ot \\ liton 1 louse, near Salisburv
' 'T i')7). I bis historic mansion ticms with interest.

Aiiordiii'^ to tr.ulition, Shakespe.ire is sup[)osed to

i\ I
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Tfif-, \vi:ssi.:x oi- tiiom.xs ii.\ki)\

liavr play.l hen- will, his cn„,,Miiv h.'l.-iv |,,ni.s |

'^;'; l'"'"n-.' -allcnrs, .ontainin- a supcrl. c(,ll,.-tio„ ,,t
"'I masUTs, a,„l inrhulin;^- .s„nu: Urn- rxainplrs ,,|

""'I'yin, \a.ul\k.., ,.i,:., an- ton w.-ll knoun t„ n,.,-.!

'^•;""". '"any inarhl.. statu.s aJnrn th,- .ntra.in.
'''

' '1:"' 'l'>'-t''>-s. Thr ,,Ici,r portion o| th. hnu.r
IS Ilahan sixirrnih-n.niury w..rk. Wilt,,,, uas a srai
" 111'- \\ rst .Sax,Mi kin;^., aii.l was at ,m>- time: a town
•M tli|lM,|r|-a|il(. |i|-(iS|)Cl-il\-.

I'wii: iiii I'Dikiii

/.(ff/r .}/'>/// s/ii///

1
li'- lirst srcnr to uhich wr a.v spirit..! in thi.

':">ii;;>H-.' IS th.: MU.M-i..r of Winchrstvr Cathrdral
lainihar to

1 lar.ly r..ul.-r.s as I In^/o^ur:./,;; nnr of ih.-
most lascinatnv^ ,,t all th.: t..wns which figure in th,'
\\<'ssrx Novels, ,ts charm l„.inL;- cnhana-d \>y ,ts
situation Ml a dc.-,, hollow surround..! l,v cfialkv
.lownlands (.OS). Th.- town Ikis alrcadv cnu. Ixlorr
lis in our .'xplorations nit.) the countrv ol " 'j-css of ilu'
d I rlHTvill.s," l.ut our int.:r,:st at th.' present juncture
IS (.)nhned to tlie Cathedral.

Il Holds th.- re.-.,ri! of Ikmho the lon^re.st cathedral
in I'.n^laiul- ab..nt 5^6 f.-et from enil't., (-n<!. TIu-
'xlenor sufl.-rs much as a wh. '

: from lacl<in- all hut
Ih.- has.: ol the central tow.-r. whicli is uiDhtrusiv.-
^^^^i scarc.-ly to ]„. niarl<.-d from anv i^r.-at distance.
Our authors d.-scription is so r.-alistic that a vivid
impre.s.sion r.-mains in the n-ad.-rs niin.l of th,- snet
wh.'n.on .Sir .\shl,-y Mottisfont is siippos,:.! to ask
i hilippa t.) marry him.

We have n..thi!i.; further t.) ,!o with lli.- t.iwn ni
tlic- stor\-. l,ut a rami.!.- throu-h Wi,u,>n- t,. oi^,. ,[

Its an<-|,;nt nam.: must pr.)v.- int.-restino. Accordin.^
to traditi.,n, ,t w.is first f..un,!,-d i-.inetv-nin.- vear'^s
I'H.m- til,- iKuldinu- ,,f k,,n„:. K.-s.-arch' has rev;-al,d
that th,- Itch.-n Vall.y was .,nc.- th.- hom.- of Celtic

Jl8
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'^w?'

iiii \\i;ssi:.\ ()|. iiioMAs iiardn-

I"'"l'l''^: '1(1 ihr t.i.t Lh.il six k, Mil, .11 nuds div.i-,-
li-oin licic -ocs K. show its impcrLmcc m Roin.nio-
lintisli times. Its liist.irical -rc;,iti,-ss ((.iiimnucs
p'-i-liaps at the ,latr ulim it w.i. the capital (,!' W'csscx-
and uhcii the Liiii^s „f WVsscx hrrain.- ill.: kinds'
"t I-.n-laiul W iiitdii was as much the lapital ?it

lli<- country as London. W'inton. too, must l,c ,-\rr
•
issocMtrd in thr mind uiili Ki,,.^ .Xrihiir ,nid his
knii^hts.

/h'aiis/c-i<;// Park, tlie li.,nu- (.1 .Sir .\shlc\ .Mottis-
lont, m,,y l,r soii-ht for near I>loms<-y, ami \\r cm
s.iUjIv rcu.ird P.roadkmds ,is the pattern' present in our
author's mind. This house stands just outsiile the
town au.l can he seen h-om the i)ridt,H- which we cross
"II entering the town Irom Salisl)urv'( 169). In l-\•ii'iiiJi

//ii// \\v fuul .1 resembl.uice to Ilmf.ley House, lanious
li-om Its association with I'lorence .\ 'iohtinoale ( i ;,^).
ll si.uuls ahoul two miles west of koms7-y on die
Sahslniry road. hOr ,1 time the ,utiou turns' to PmiIi
hut it soon reverts to Donrs/cixO /'.,,/, ,uui the counlrv
around that s|H)t.

in one o' the

Bristol aiul the

1 ) \Mi; nil-; l'"ii 1 11

///(' l.ady /(Csiwity

"In ' a faire maner-place
'

greenest hits of wootUand hetwe.n
'itv of I'.xonhury (I'.xeter)," liv.d .M.uia lleymeiv
and her iincde. W'c Und its counterpart in Lon^leai
House, ,1 m,i!j;niticent mansion st,mdinL; in its ancient
'i'-'-i- p.irk amid surrounding woods and forests which
would he h.ird to ((jiLil in their displ.iv of timher .md
pictures(|ue scenery (171). The iiouse is .lislant five
miles h-om the m,u-ket-lown of Warminster, wlii(h
separated Salisl.nry Plain from the woods and meadou-
laiids. W.uininster is mentioned in 1 )omesday i'xiok ,is

a ro_\al manor whose tenant was hound to [.roxidc a

niidit s lodojno' (or ihi. 1. ill,, -in,] k;.- •.,t;., 1 .
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rill. \\i:ssi;\ or tmomas ii.\ki,v

^'"''', ^^•'' '-"".,.,
I
hv (,.:u.-.. III. uh.n li- visit..!

',""-''" '•"'l.^l'.ll ll'MIS(! .S on.- .,t" tile l,,p.,VSt IS•"""""•"' 'I"- '""-I IxMUlilul, in th.T.Mintv ..rwil,,
"."' ''•'"^ '''""^ ''"• m'm.-.hiI, ,.„inr\. -'Ih, u,,h1
:'''-''^ ""••'"- ' '"iiWuit, ,,,).! ,v|.Ts in 111,: MivMiit
'""';'""• '" ''" ''"\^ n.u-n.u .n.-n- uhi. I, .n.s. 's th-
l''"''^, '''""^ "'"•''' '"soml,

; r,M-n.,rlv ii M,nv.\,.l u,,,,,-
'" 'I"- ""II '•" ' .at,u:l„.| to ,!„-. ,,n,„-v uhi.i. u.s
'"""''•'''f ll"i-nm;^h,nn in I II- llinLvntli .'.ninrv Tlu
'"'""• \^-'^^l""il i'V Sir John Tlivnn.-, Imii il,,. n'.nn,. .,t
lis <l<'si-n,r apiK-ai-s t.. !„ ,inkn..un. Its si\I,- ,.

;li^ti-aly Italian: l)..ric, lon.V, an,! Lnrintlnan .',nl. -,
\>r\ni^ r.prcs.'nt.-il.

,

''''.'• "'''^' "'''•' !'''"• \v li..vr n,rnti..n ,,t i. tllr
•"i'- >ii uln.h Maria ,s snp,K,s,.,| t,, hav liv.,1 att.-r

= -;• 'narna,^,- m l.oni 1. .•nuay, an.j uh.-n- An.l.Tln,..
I"II"\\'h1 Iki- an.l snhs.',|u.'ntlv .li.:.l. Tor this w"
iiH.si iravl •i„.y..n.l Wintoncrsl.-r. .|uit.- at t nth, ,

'•'>< "W •'ssrx, nut,
I ^u n-arh M:,ru,ll Hall, tanmu.

IS h..|<hn.^ Ih.- cft.T historically ass.,. iaU-d with •'TheM Lsilctd,- li()ii:_.h "
( I -j).

n.\MK Till-; Si \ I II

S>////,r /'ctruk's I.ai/v

,

^^.''' ."': ^'',''' -'^ ''" "'I'tsrt that thr '

' ., ,1, mi. h'.l , ,K1mansH.n in S/,,//. /,„-,/ is n.-u ,.nll<.l ,loun. A'am/,.
A'r,/ .s ty,,ual .,r Stall,ri.l^,-, am! as in Ih.. talr nothi,,.^
"'>wn',na,ns.,| th,- r.-al Slalhri.l,,. Hous-; th.: nark
^^''l--'na lh<: -al.-uay which „,.,.ns int.. it. th,- . at,-
l-sls a.iorn.-.l with a lion's h,-acl aiul trunk, arr all
I Mt survivr as ,:.|,cati..n ..r its t..r,m-r or,.n.l,M,r

( i'- ;)
' '•<' ';i'I'' tnwn sh.ms trs a r,.,„arkal)lv (iiu; .-xam ,i:- ,,i
a nark,a_cn)ss

;
It is c:ov,.r,:,I with ,-lal_,orat.: carvinos

is thirty A-,.t in h.-i,lu. and .iat.-s ,,n,l.ablv in.m s,>mc

^';";;'''l

'''''''^'^ '""''"> ''~-^*- ''•'"-instruction

;;V
--""'"' '"''"'"^^ •""" '"i'^^vinc;- the events within

">->•>
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.liind, LaJy liiixhy

This n.i-Mncc carries us a !..„- way hack in historv
1" th.- ti.m- nl tlu- ( .rral kd.llion. wh,.,, so many casth'snow n. nnns uvn: al thr h,i;Ju ,.| thc-ir im,s,.crity.
S,urlon iaslU; when- almost the entirr acti..n takes
I'l.u- IS a,i msiaiKv in point, since: onlv a iVu ualls
•"""''•' '" ivy a,„| ov.Tr.u, with va'^nint ^r-'ciHTv"
:•••"'""'""' l"-'l.'y as <vi,l,.nc.ot th-n.aj,:stic huil.'l-
'"- "'";'' '""'• ^'"'"1 ili>--'-'^ C/O-i;/)- Shcrhonu.
"'iifonsly iMVvntr.l as S/urlo,, .-///.,., l,,,s no i.ulica-
ti'-ns ol .ritlirr Ro.iiaii or ilriti^h ttlmicnt
l)istory i.rolul.ly dalrs oiiK- In, in ,:lt.r t

MiK'sl ill the seventh (emurv. I i.Tc, in il

Ins

nul lis

''axoii con-
le \car 705, St.

DiSllops stool I,, I- the new (lioce.,e
Al'iinlin tixei

I'l
Western Wessex. KUielluM-t! kin,;"il WVssex. was

I""-';'>1 li'-'-" in S66: an,i tor ,, time th,- town lionnd
•IS the actual ca|atal of Wessex.

~^

I'he castle w.islMiiU l,y |5i.sh,.M Koum" of Caen, an,

I

uasonccclescrihe.lhy Henry of lluntnralon as Inni-r
scarcely interior to that of Devi/es, "than which there
was none <rreat.T within th<: conlinc-s of hln-laiul "

It
passed ihroueh many vicissitiuh-s. ( )wm- [,, its
Mi-en.^nh. St,,,hen wrested it hv lorce iVorn Hishoo
y'^(;r; and later Kli/aheth eave it to Sn- \V,.U,,-
Kiin-h, thoueh ,,nly ,,n a leasehold tenure.

I'l 'OO5 a paL^eant was invented and arran-ec" "

"iiit-nioration of the twelve hLindredth
111

anniversary
""• t'uvn. the hishopric, and the school. This

s_|--e|,l ni the -rounds of ih«- old castle, and ^ct the
''"" ^'"- successi\-e nae;,.,ints which na\e since

i.i^nio

taken placi' ill other towns.
i he story before us is hased on historical fi'-ts and

^\|: are toM that " the I'.ariiament forces sat down i,efore
^NK-rt(m Castle with over seven thousand foot ,nid
':'"r pieces ot cunior.. ' IdK- hesie..vrs w,.,-,. ,,,,,1,..

I"- coniniaiKl <,t Lady iiaxhys brotlu:r-an obvious

r s

?*?-,

ill
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A CROUi' OF XOl'.LK DAMI' S

ijsci i(I<)n\'iii for I)i\r!i aiKi out of
lici- iKr postpoiuul hostilities for a t

stil

arn\c(l with rciiirorccini

u-sitatcd to cominciicc a

fonsKlcratiMn tor

imc
; Init while h('

n .a

t" .1 lull near Iv(-ll (\'('ovil), four

tack Lord lia.xby
nts, l)clor(? whom he retreated

•iir all this there
s

is much f(jundali

or ti\-e mil(

hi

s ol

on m l(jcal chroni
I'rhoriie possesses many ohiects of int

t:if arclKcolo-ist and the anlifuiarian. ]•

ie-nedictiiie MI -,V) it was the seat of a 1

alter year its Ahbevwnicl

neve'r a town

icles.

erest to

rom 9()S to

(jnasterw in

was ihssoh-ed. It

I)rou:cted bv an enclosi nvr wal

was
but

^h'^-iM on the fortihed bishop's pala'ce and ,ts
natural marshy environs for saletv trom Invasion.
Kni- .Xlh-ed is supposed to have passc'd the .m^ater
l-tion ot h.s boyhood h(,Te. and also to have received
his education in this town. The handsome c<,nduitsumim^ ,n the old market-|,Iace-a spot depicted
"1 Ihe Woodlanders -dates from the sixfc^nth

!''"^"''>V
'^^ - '^ ^ittributed to Abbot M.-re-

"^;tood originally mside the Cloist.n- Court of the'
\i'l";v Church, but was later moved u> its present
pii.Mtion. '

Tlu- Abbey Church (-xhibits some Xorman work
iNo a portion ot <nitside wall ,c,.enerallv attributed t.iM'nAorman period; Harly Hn-lish and I'erpen-
"' jnar st)les are also repn-scMiu^d. Sherborne School
'"I tin.- Almshous.' well repay careful inspection
Hi'Hi-h neither occur as features in the Wessex X,,vels

I*

lie position (

the f

I >AMI- Tin; I'.K.IITII

he house fr(louse from which our author

^

i(' first s<-ttin.<^^ for this storv is accuratelv
'

"ii'cd at the commencement of the narrative •• inpHn- out of Casterbrid-e (Dorchester) bv the low-

V"/f
\'^}'^ '^,'''^'' eventually conducts to the town of

'^'11 (Neovil), you see on the n'ohl han.l an i^•u.,l

Si !i

--/



'I'lii". \\i:s.si:x oi' rii()M.\> iiakpn

in.iiKir-liniisc, ll;i!ikctl hy l)alii<inrntr(| uiuits, ;,n<i

'lli'l''' til. Ill iisu.ilU- (listilimiishcd l.\- the si/,. ,,f j,,

m.iiiy nuillioiirtl windows."' 'I'lic Ikuisc is ((.iisj ,i( n-
nii-,ly prominent from tin- (,rc,ii Wcstmi R.ii'lu.iv

ill'' ^o'u .iftcr ill,- irain ,-nicr-cs from Poimdlniiv
tniiiicl

:
ii IS cill.-d Wolti'ion I louse and siamls a

little distance haik Iroui tlie lii_-h road ( i 7S)
; direcdv

bidiiiid it is the village of C'liarminster, in the pari-h

lleir

79-- I'll \n: H,,iM., WoiM.T'.N H,,i->K.

chnrcli ol which is the tonih markin- tlie sp,,t wi,. ,.

''" '-'•'> I'' iK'l'ip'- '"I'l l'«i' l.ist hiislund are supposed
'" !'•';• '"<'! I'lined. W hether this he so or not, !i,r
in.irriae- with her three suitors successi\elv is a fiurlv
well known irailition.

Wolleton I I,, use was relnnlt hv on<: of th.e

I renrhards (lurmi; the rei-n ot I|enr\- \'II.. l,ut

'^i-tain jiortions e-Jdhit unmistakakle si-iis o| havinL;-
iHdon-ed to a period much earlier. Tlie -atedlous(^
with a round toucr on each side, is prohaldx of Xornnii



A (iROCp ol- XolJiJ.; I).\.MI{ .s

<in<>iii ( I -(/) 111- micnor of the Ikhisc shows us soint
iiitiTcstin^ ;in(l liandsoiiic ( .ir\ iii'

A Ic'^ciid coinii'cts till

li"^l "I" l..iil\ IVi-iK h.ii-il

ll.l\-C ,lii|)(M|

filicide.

il
I

iri'\'ii HIS to Iht (Icii

ilnim'^-rooin u ;tli " the

uliicli is siijiposi'd to

till- nsiilt of
I

y

'.2
(J

\
'

il>
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L Al'

iii>rrKAi i: ;k\ii:i)IK.s

I IN lirst laiiilsc.ipc ot any iir.|i(irtaiici- in this ni)\fl is

Li'liirc IIS when we hear of l!ic characters at lunhuoiilh,

a |ilai:c ah-c,ulv mentioned a.~, heiiiij nmre or less l\ pical

w i;\ inou th anti lerc we timl tlie l)ay and tlie

csplan id(j riL,airing as th" principal hacki^frniinds. ll

tollow .Spriii'j^rove and ()wen and L \thert

th(

ea (iie\-

ml die occasion when the-- take: th(' excursion stcaintjr

tn Litlstcad 6e.'- we shall recognise a spot we havti

airead\ tcd wh<'n exnlorni" e countr\- o
trnin he .MatldiuLf C'rOWf tl11^

th

hein^- the C

I
•• !• ir

mv hathc^d and was thouiiht to ha\e 1

o\(: wlier(f

)('en drowned.
We declaree

Alter ihev reach their destination we re-ad that V\\
s ott to visit

1 it then to symbolise Liilworth Cove.

ten

iiidan interestinsf mcdi;eval ruin.

w- have little tliaibt that our author refers to Corfe;

( istl('. iMiuling it is too Iat(; to catch the return boat h(;

Uli KS Ol 1 to Allien bury—a place we shall rc'fer to later.

I\<nirning to the Co\-e, we watch the i)asseng(;rs re-

le primitive plan of a narrow plankeinharkinLT hV tl

I'll two wheels"—a method which may still 1

til' re to-dav. Lulworth was
seen

onc(; the scene ol con-
siilerahle smu !/trnil(»

few thatchetl cott;

as their me.ms t

perations. the residents in th

lli<res comhinini'- lishin'-- anct smu<'-''lin<'-

,f iivelili! )o(l but the httle \ ll i^e is

liecomiiit; rapidly crowdinl with week-(Mid cottages
Vil las, which do not ackl to its picturescpiencss or

-33
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"11

\ '-i-y soon
, liter the /.ii/./iihi cpiMuN- we s,.,-

Spriii-rovc an.i (.'x tliciva ho.uiii- in JUidiuoii/h />av
l"ll"\\iM- ihr Inn.Lj li„,- „|- ra-uol chalk .litis uhirh
l-'i-ins such a J.-hoJulul l)a(:kun„ni,l and ar.mtnat. .

th<- Mile ..I the water. They pass (•;<>/,*// (. Imihtlcss
I'l-uston) beach ami stop opposite A'/ii^.s:,-or//i S/ior, ~
siioo-estively Riii-stea.l.

I h'' action now moves inland and our interest is

'I.'inied hy A;/,,/-.,v?/c;- //,)//.,-. 'Ihis Was prohaMy
su-Mcsted l,y KiiiM.ton Mainuard House, which
stands ni a ina-nilicentlx' tinilu-red park co'naininn-
soni.' luie specimens of limc' and other d, . itluou^
trees. I he house was l.uilt hy a cousin of William
I'itt at the end of the eighteenth century. When
C.c-or-e III. was once paying,' a visit there' he is n-
ported to have been asked l.v I'itt what he th()u<du
<»l the house, and to have replied: "Only brick
I'itt, only brick'" The result of ihi.s critici.sm was
soon apparent, tor I'itt had th<- whol<; house.- (Mica.sed
with a shell of stone, ti.xed to tlie brickwf)rk with
copper clamps. We read that -'the hous<- was
rc<,uilarly aiul substantially buik of clean orey free-
stone throuoh,,nt," a description we verifv'\hen we
examine it ( 180).

If we can obtain permission to explore in Kint^ston
I ark we shall fmd much to interest us. 'Ihe house
which has a stately, di.^nilled appearance, stands on an'
'-minence, the ,<rroun(l sloping awav from it in all direc-
tions

:
a dehohtlul lawn on the south sid.' le.ids down to

the Like, a liiK- sheet of w.iter marL^ined bv timber trees
and an underor„uth of rnslu-s, reeds, and irises, be.ui-
tiiiil nideed m sprin- when their m.isses of vellow
jlovyers rellect th<- sunlight. On the wati:r ar,' mal
lards, coots, moorhens, and little L^^rebes. sailin<r .about
amon,<r the herbanre and di.sappearin<r mvsterionslv at
the hr.st indication of dan-er. If we tmai eastuaid
alon- the path ihat skirts th<- uater, we shall soon see
on our left hand a summer house-(;videntlv th<- one
which SU<J-L>-<'Sted "the Ivme hi.JIt ;,. .i,..'c ,-

- J 4
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'Ill" WI'SSI'.X ()|- riloMAs ||.\k|)\-

<MV(i,mir,„,.|,.. (III. ,n|,„t ..,11,.,| ..
II,, |,„,|,l,-",„

tl-;-l;.>)(.N,).
.\.-.n-a,sth,.u..,.rul„,.l,,w.u,!„..,l

I'l; .^1^11'^ ,„it ,;. rnntiiiii.Mis, m.mnt,,n.M,s il,n.hhi,„r

Nn.lrp^n.uth,.n,l,.„iM-,.. .utile.. n,ln|,!„.Iak,. uli.r-
""•^^•'^'''"M.'tl.'S llsrll i„a.,,S,-,ul... iM-n,,, th,\s,,.„
.^;;-'''t>l';'.:J>inps...,|-thr„M .M,n,..,-||.,„s<. .v.vntK
'llnslratr,! ,„,,„,,, l,a,..i„raluMrknn In, l„r mansi,,„s

U U.h st.Ul.ls I,, us In,- ll„. ImmMuII^ uh.Tr M;,, ,t.M,

;\;,;U''>^): ami ,.su.-u..lk touanis it u , ar- s,nu 1<

uhul onrtcKvthrrca scars, ,nh.-r arrival abl,.,!.',-,!snum ,.tth,-uat,-rlalla,ulthr,a,,,,pin^,n,in...
"I'-oM Iniildin- now l.rl,,-,- „s ha. ulu u.us' -en

-tt.-rcays. It Ih-I.-mo,.! nri.^inalh tn tn.- ( ,n-v lainilv
l|-"in wiinn,

,1 |,,,ssr,I with th..- .•states v ihc'i'ifs I'.v

['".•"^'^''•'^^^•"'/'•"•^'' ^''" •" I-aura, ..nlv hil.i an
I'nn.ss ,.f Au.k.y (ir.-y. Th,- st-.rv l.-Ils' ,s .,1 th.^
r.'storat.on ot this .,K1 T.ulor lM,i|,,l,no: wh.ch ha.I fall..,:
"' '"^^-^'Vl" '" ••cnlain.-.l u.ul.a- tlnv.; ^ahirs and ;,

<-n'.ss ro<,t I„.h,n,I.' h has pass,.! thn,,,.;, „• „v
'li.'n^.-s smc.. that tin,,-, l.ut rvm t,.-,lav it -xh.int;
.. r,Tam,,!,I^ran,l,a,r ujud, s|Maks t,Mis',,t its pastOn th.. sul.. „f th,: lak,. r,.,n.,t,. h-,.,n th..'h..us,.
^.' l»il.h.- I.HUiMth l,.a.Hn<r I, „„ l),,rch..st..r t,. !!,H-k-
hnnpt.-n a,u h-o,n it uv „|,ta,n an .•.xr,.|l,.„t v,.w ofA^Av/Av- /A.;..,., uith tlu- U<r i„ ,h, t..r,.un,u„.l
an. ih.: sl.y, „t on.:nsuarcl I,..hin.l it i„ il .' mi.MI,:
'I'sla.uv. 1,-rhaps u uas ,,n this path ti.at S,,rip<r-
rnvr was sup,,„s,.cl to h.. stan.li,,^ uh..., h- wishcll
^-\th,.r,.a Invu.-ll an.l th.ir haiuls ,n..t a.n.ss th,.
s nam.

1
h,.r,. an- many associations c..nn..ct,..l with

his l-uh, l„r ,t r.^up.s in th,. ,H„.a, ..ntitl,..! - Th,.
'^'••" 'jNuv. an.] n.,H.at.:clly in '• Undc-r th,. (irrcn-
w.ioil I r,.,..

I'cakhih toUa^c w.is a rcpn.scntation of a cottair,-
slan,hn,^_on th,. h,^h -roun.i l...hin,l th.. .,1,1 Manor

'His,-; Its that.-h ronf st.Il p.mains. Init th.-p: is hill.-
CIS'' III IM I ,
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II n: WKssFx oi' iiiomas llAkl)^•

West Staitoiii, I'dddlciouii. etc.
may prrhaps regard as drawn more or
cliiinli ai I'liddlctouii

.,.,^"'''''"'''^ / ////r. CarnfonI A',,,,,/ Station thr
I lire, /niHlcis h,u. and tl..^ K.-ctorv. nni.t all l„.
n-.-.irdr.i as nna,^iiiary (.•.•alions. alliiou-h certain
«<-aturc:s show th.Mn as s,v^^,-sU'.\ l,v portions ,,|

lie rlinrcli \\c

CSS from the
«'i- lli.it at Slalford: lait tins

1.1 t.r was thoronohiy nstor...] in 1S07 and a ( han<-. I

•"I"''- <'^<'- llK' P'Tcl. is thr date 1640, n'trrnn^r
|"-"lMl.ly to th<- tinir at which it was nlanlt. Tl,"
Nvhoir v,I!a,^.. has seen con.i.lrral.Ir alteration

; nianv
«'t thrs,- chan-<-s prochiccd marked ellects on thl-
residents— a fa. t uln\h niav he excmnlifK-.i hv .

quotation from the lips „f an old hailiff who oiuc lived
in Staltord. jl,- is reported to have said: '•

\\ hen
K.-K";s .^oiu- and johnni.^s ^.,n<- and (leortre is ..one
-K'"H 1- by.. Staltord." ke.<^ie referred 'to Canon
Kt-Uinald hiniih. Johnnie to the squire, and (n'ona- to
liiinselt. A reason, however, for retiirnin<,r to I'nddle-
K'wn as the prohahle original is that, a lew vears
''t»^re the d.ite of th<- story, a row of thatched cot'tatres
"!'p":^it<- tin: church was hurin down preciselv in 'the
manner described.

'Fhe villa-e of 'I olpuddle seems to have su^rtre.t.-.l
loh/ninh to our author. ( )wen was supposed 'ti, have
.i^one there to suiK:rintend the restoration of the church
•'Hd to have l,nlM,:d meanwhile at the farmdu.use near
I'v. I "Ipuddle IS a picturesque. old-worIilvilIa<re stand-
in- on the river I'ydel—a Sa.xon word which "^rivs its
n.iine to many of the vilLi^es whic:h h",. on its Inrnks the
word bem.L,' spelt m a variety of wavs. Idie church
decKh.lly over." restoird "- is built of flints and stone
and IS of harly h:n.u|ish an.l I'erpemlicular periods,
lose to It IS the tarm-house which served as the

house in which the tictiti;,us Own and Cvtherea
resided (i.S;).

Aniiichnry su,L(-<"sts Wareham, more or less It
IS the statKMi only which <-oncerns us in this storv for
her,. M inof^xii ; 1 . • ,- . .., -

iw t\ itll

2jS
101 uk: / otitiiin/i
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iMj>.iii),ni. w
lirrr and iIktc U> ildivrr IclUjrs, aiul tin. ill) naeliin;,;
/' ,', liui-ili.

( ci>/i)/in((iic lias liccii so fiillv cxplorcil wlicii we
ui If ( onccriicd with ' Tlic Mayor of ( asli rhrid'r, '

ill It il need not detain iis licic. W'cniav, how (\(t,
incMlioii lliat ihc (onulx /uiiii- uas t'l^nnd troni a

liiiildin^ whii li has nou hccn demolished, as also Ii.is

the old i(>iMil\ uaol.

I

n
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I Mi-: laihl.scapr.s which Inrni th(,- ciu iroiiiiiciu in tlii.s

livly lHM,k arc m !„• disc..vcn.d chicllv in Dorset ..r
':'""^'' ^^ '•^^'•^- 'li'- lo^vns u hicli rioLirc have Ixr.'.inc
laslii-na.l.lc scm' idc resorts since th(' date of the storv
and conse.iLientlv uc Muist In- prepared to llnd con-
siderable aheraticn in ili<. places described The
.ulioii commences a^ , ///-/,./.,,;-3, -approximately War.'-
ham -ulier: we are intnKlnced to that "old and well-
•ippoiiurd Inn," the " R-hI I. ion," a luiikhn- of imposing
•ippcarancc; siandin- at the cross-r.Kids in the centre o{
the town (.S4).

I his inn receives repeafd mention
and h.rms a convenient haltinjr.placc or half-way house
l)etwe(;n S.vana-., an.l llonrnem )uth. W areliam is i

slce|)V lillle town -in fact, it used to be .said that tlic
.inliabuants only -ot up once a week, on market davs '

111'' town IS almost surrounded by earth<'n walls-
whether these are of .Sax..n or lirilis'h construction is

"I'^'ii to ([uestion. thou-h it is i,u:nera]lv supposed thev
air pre-Saxon. A k^cal l,.<;end tells u^ that tliey wei;
I'liih to imprison the ciick(jo, whi.h was always sim-
|".s<Mi to arrive on Wareham iair Day; and it ,s

aliei^ed that tlur town .people, annoyed '

!,ecause the
I'lrd did not sla\' within the town limits, .k-termined
to construct earthen walls to shut it in 'Idds wis
^"''"'''".-'y ''""*• •'"^1 tla^ following yc-ar the bird
duly arrived on the proper day, but soon Hew awaN.

J40
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jiisl skimiiiin- (.\,i- ih,- [,,|, ,,) tl,, wall
; whcnMipdii

oiK-ol tlir luiiMri-s s.iul: "'rhcr' now, if vvr\l
thi'v \\\\\U /i.\ inches higher I-,,: '.iiiKln'

a-\'lcc(l :iw,iy.
'

I hi' low n w.i'-

a-lniil(lri.|

n(\cr h<i\i-

uiicini, i)isii(i|]

itrc was also a castle prior

site heiPL,^ Still \isililc.

I I)or()UL;h in I )onies(l,iy
e uort was iinporlant in the Middl,' Ai

le nanses lor

'i-iclne spanning- Jk- iMMoni, and then

isocciipieii iroin \er\- e;n:\- tnnes, and in

Sr'> was h-hl !,y tile 1 ),in's. Ther,'- u.is'.nice a pn,,r\
ll'-re, s.ild to have heen loinided by St. Aldlielni "' ' '

of Shei-liorne, alioiit 701
to liie Xorinan ( "onipiest, tin

W arehain \»as accountec"
I'Dok.

1 lie port was ini,n„i,uiL lu me .Muiciie \>u-<,

and dnrin,L,r the l-n-nch war in 1^34 it was re.|um,i
to hirnish tour ships. Of the churches, that ot" St.
Martni, exhibitino Saxon and lour other stvles o|
architectui-e, is the n'.ost inter'-stini,^ (I'^^.t).

\\<' read of [".thelherta startin^^ from the inn for ,1

country walk with, acconlin-- to I'h.- hostler, "a clane-
waslied lace, her hair in buckle." Sh
a whik; on tin

crosses the railway and follows the ri-hl-hand roaJ.
I're.sently she is distracted bv the si^rht of a wild duck
pursu<:d by a iiawk. and follows the birds across the
heath until sh<; comes ckisc; to "a whit(;lv shinin- oval
"I still water, lookin- amid the swathv levl of the
h<;ath like a hole ihrouoh to a 11. ther skv." We may
rncoo-nise ih.- spot in its lik.'ness to Morden Decoy,
some three mik's from \Var;iiam to the north-west.
lien' sh(' meets with Julian, who was on his wa\ to
I'/Xilult SUM-, sti\ely l.ytchett M illster ( I No).

S:i„dl>ounu\ uhiih we have ('ecided to reoanl as
•tne counterfeit of liounu'inouth, and the .sonu what
distant tract of watermeadow, marsh, ai'.d heath!an<l
-known in the book as Sa)ui!>oiinu- Mooi\ and broui^dil
rather nearer to th<' town than in reality form.-, 'tin-

next bac rrouinl n this town of auishroom <'r(
\\<- cannot h()|)e to find th(

our author for models
; the in

i'liilt ujiiHi to such an (extent that its old-t
teristn s mc scarceK traceable

utli

actual houses which ser\i

oor, too, has now been

ime char.K

J42
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I lin-c ,,|- l(Mir miles (mii m| the i,,uii
"
.uid "ovcr-

II"' cIcs.Tipu.Mi stron-ly sii^^csts Ci,:.,,, House, aii-i
.1 ,^<.oc| view ot 11 c-.m In; l,a,l (n.ni ihr r.iiluitv hciw.r,,
ll.nn\\<n-thy ,m.l |',„,lc stations. It is here th a |iilian
ind Ins sistv,- ,n-(; nj-rcsmi. ,1 plaxin- for the .iaii( inu
On then- journcx- luck to Saii/hoiinu- tl \- catc h 1i
-Innpsr <,| luhcllH-ria an<l I'ictcf walking .,l,,n'-- ik'-
s!i"iv ot a sandy iiook, <loul.tl.-ss on tli,- harkonr "koi,
tnwanls the- San.llunks, whi, 1, the m ui woikl liav,-
ox'crlookcd.

Rookiu'^loii l\irk is d.-sii-ihcd a.> "alHiLi- lin^ Uitli
limlH't- older and Uncr lli,m ikat ot an\ ui r s^,oi in
tlir iiri-lihoin-hood." kioni this u,- ,',•,

in> lined i,,

Jilace 11 as I lorn Conrt, near ( daisi, hi h.

1 he house in whieh lliheiherta lu.'d f - a lin,>
with her mother .md the , Idkhvn was the l.ul-,, of ;,

ne\vl>- liuilt lunise on the hiirders of ihe (,'iraP Foir ^'

—our authors |)-.eudnnym lor the Xew I'ore^t knou.i
as .Irnnc/fionu' /.o</->: It appears to hr meant U
one ol the mod.'rn mansions in the nei^hhoiirhoo.l e|
^'"' "'""i /-.'Il.-.l • Idu; I-.arldnms,- on tl,.- ,„,rih side
<•! the Xeu 1-oresl, hetueen Komse\- and kordine-
I'ndee. khere are. however, no .listinetive t'cuurrs
desa-ilH:d ky whieh we m,iy r.c;..-nis. the individu.il
inansKjn.

Sikh M-enes ,is ,ire suppos«-d to take pkace n
ordinary London houses ue m.iv i-nore. ('r:pple-,ii,
< hiirrh is of ciurse e;,.silv found, out the houses ineii-
lloneil are too \,l-ue to I.e d iscc U'crakle.

^
l-'anijiclii is apiiroMin.itelv k".irnl>orouL:h. wii. n-

.N<i-h had his • little plac ,md where k,ti?elkcrta v.

a moment ol rash enthusiasm u.-nt to " spv (.ut the
kmd. ' klu' actual spot is naturall\- mu to he found
now, alter years of l.uiidin- km U (|uit<' tvpicd oi
-rounds when laid out keforc tiie mansion is erected.

I he ,u Hon a^ain krin^s us hack to .South W
I'd as the ka

.Suan.
ik''i-ounil

essex,

his IS \artnall\
iL;e, once ,1 mere I shine \ 'll.i'^e, now

-44
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v\.il<TiiiL;-|)Iiu:f, '1 In; strcc-ls arc s.u\\\ -livh-iircd uiili
iKnvIy (jrccird 1 Miildlnj^rs of ,, lla.iui M\ h" (.1 aidii
ttx'turc \vln\ h utl- rly s|.(.il-, die .iiuiViii |.i('nins(iii<-ii,ss
<>t the place. Our a i.ir ilrscriljcs ii , ",, s.^asidc
\!llajr(; lyin-- sniin uiti, n Ium headlands as hclwccii a
Im.uci- and ihiiiiii., " a dcs( i-iptmn uhidi uc tiiul iMrtici.-
'"'. li'l'"-^''''- '"I"- iii-st iiilrrcslinej portioii of tlic
"Wii nowadays .riui-". al th- -.1,1 , hurdi, ,l,,s,. t,, whu h

'" ''" "1'". '1 several stoned. iiili and slone-rooted
'' '.iK'es— all ron-rii.His uiih die dat. when lah.'l-
Ix-ria is ima-iniHl i.. h.ivc xisited th<' little town ( iN;).
We note with reeret the widowerhood of •

( )ld | Janv,
Mie of the s(-veial n.eky j^iniiacle.-, uliidi jut out 'at
the I'ortdan.l. ddiey are f,,rnied of chalk and llints,
and the sea^ is constantK' e itiii-' out the loundations.
•Old llarry'swife" a ^ -niiMiiion rock -snltsided from
this cause, faih'n- down one ni-ht duriu- a terrihc
-ale-—w(dl reincnii.ere.l in Swaiia-e irn\u the fact that
the llfed)oat was wrec ked the same nieht. These two
nu-ky pillars an; known in Studland. a xdllaire just
round the h'orekmd, hy opposite titles, ilie St'iidkin.l
lolk nuintainin.,^ it is Old Ilarrv himself who has
>""• iii\\vife wl,., remains. I he differiiiM- opinions

•
id to iiiti -estin-- remarks from the two sets of

dnnkers '. The clock-tower, whit I, stands hetweeii the
iiii-r and th(' coast-' ward station, stootl once on London
I'iidec- l),it a new and not loo appropriate canojiy
lakes the pl.iee o|' the oriijinal spire.
ih( I own all was hri

w.is desi!jn<:d .V W rell.

hi h'om ^Tei-cers

. he coltaee in whi

he hi(,:'de of

rla is su

an and
I'thel-

'i^'-l sisters h;

pposed <n ii,i\-e sla\'e(l wilii r l)rolhers
'^

'
'en altered into a more modern

iclure, and now p.i SS( ~, I 1\ the name of "
I )urlsi(ai

?; If

:
.

t US track hahellu-rc I when she ijoes on her
neniorabie excursion to C or:rsxa/r (',i^//<\ the count,
it presentment of ( "orfe Castle. Si

I path l>y the shore
le sorts aloiu

•si o| land o| )posite' w
and theme up the steep
; see her, altei restiiie for



I III. wi:ssi:\ oi' THOMAS ii.\i<i)\-

a Willi.', •liirnin-t,> ili<- Irlt alnn- liic .oltv iich . whi. Ii

'':J"

"'!""! il"' <'M,mry ,„i .•,„ I, si.l.- l,,v l.rn",ah li.i-

'''^''.'"'1'
• • •

lli'-oi'.^li
.1 lui-c icinclcrv ,,f I,.,, nn\,.

coiuiiiim- lium.m <hist tiom prcliistoric 'times. '•

W,!
Ii.iv. little >liHKnlt\ in ie,,,^ni,slnL; .\" iiic l.,,n-,.w |),,um
uu-re tnuhtion .-,a\ s nine kinns . „• chieitains u<n''
killed m one .^,v,,t |,,,ttl<- ,i-aiii- t llie K.,ni,ins, ,,n<i
\vre Inincl, cu h in ,.iie ,,1 ii,e nine h.-irrow s. \\V
""' t-M nl the str,,n.-e diver.Itv ,,f .onntfx uln.li
i;n-ete,l l.thellH-rtas eyrs , n hotll side, ,,r the ri.lne
I li" Inn- hi-h ,l,,un seems to tonn .i line ,,| ,l,.m.itTa-
li"ii sepaiMini;^ two v.t\ .lissimil.n" tvpcs n\ huKlsci,,,-
<)n the northern side of th.' hill is a vast stret. h o|
"•'\'^' •""' l'<'\"nd it the serrated mar-in of l',,oIe
ll'irlNMir, with Its islands, s^me tre.-d, otli.'rs I,,, re andm the distant L- the clitts of l;ournemouth On the
southern side u,- ,,re epeied l.v the I'nrI.ed. I I, lis
and l.rhindthenitlK. o,,eMi sea. I'lu' diller.iu aspei ts
•^y^- a.-rentiiated hv the contrasts in li-htin- whicli the
opposite sides o| the hill ohtain.

W<' will tollou- I-:then,erta as she walks alon-
'/" ^M' "I the rid-e and descaids into the villa""
'". ""''-^"'•'t""i ^\'' \v..i.h her as she "eross..,] tlie
l-nd-e over the moat and rode umUv ilu- first aivhwax
into the onter ward

. . . asrendin- the .^nven iiulini^
and Ihrou-hanotlieran h into the second w'arci." '.'"hen
alirra hirihep climh on loot, she is amon- the "windv
^-"'idors andl mildewed dun-eons," wh.erein iN^t-r
th': ll'-'anit, i;dv.,n-d II., and Kin^r J,,h„ ,,,,,. ,,„^,,
I'l-isoners. I ho hisf.rv of ihis ancient castle is t.>n
Ion-- to enter in
say that .after m,
the lime ol the C

" now
; It IS sc.n-ceiy n

111) \ i( issitudes it was I

ecess.u".' [o

tlown up al

omn
remained m ruins ( iSS

ion wealth, since when it ! 1,1-

Iii!kico)tli Court I

I'"iicoml)c
; it was tl

»\ its ,as(a-il)ed pc sit

stor\-, ,1111

le seat of Lord M
on sue-ests

ountclere m th.

f, uriv weh to that of I-

U(tscription t its site at least answer-

build
ucomhe I hnise

iiiiJ' itsell, th
>ut as to till

e reader needs to

24G
>e naninded ot tl
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••"••''•1^ ", nu Inirn.lnrtu.n, ,lKa ,..,!, n..., |.„,n nnlva
'"^ '"'• ''" ;'"l'""'*l I'l'"'- I" iM.v, on, d,-.,.. luUT
c.x.sl.n,^ n,,uh..r.- ,„„.„!,. ,h,. ,„„,^,; ,,,,, ^,^_. J^-"
;';'" ^':"''".'7- -."' ^" I- >"nt,n-„..,| „, tl„. ,.n.s,.,u

'""I'1"..l; ,. .•uh.T „n,,oa,.,| tn„„ dM-vvi.-n- -Ir i

I'''nn^Mn,.nt,.! il.,.,„a|„,,', i,„,,„i„;j^i,,„
./A/,//, s/,v-, iv,,r..srntin^^ Saiisluirv, Ir^uns s,. ,„,,.

""•"•"^';"'^'"' '-nt.tl.-,l-|,„l..,lH.n|,snnv ih „

,

^^'."^" ""• '-thu.llk,,,..,, h„s„.ls l,....nn.. tl ,
;^;Hnnau- n.nm.s. h ua. n, •!.• C.tlu.lr,,! . !„;. ti,
'' '•' "'^''

'^ -M'!'--'l K. t.il Chnstnph,,- .,, I,,,. „,
'•'"'''',

'';''"''''cr^
'""' '"^"'•-

''>" <-.'th,..|r,,l .!„. i.•-'•-.'It'' ^I'-ntcN.,-,. a„,| ,.n>,nis,..s t., ,n,nrv h.n
'111 .1 'Ichimc (late. -

|l'i-l''.Hls„,,t..awiMcrIsi>,inh,Tliir,an,lu,.n.„l
" l"-|-l"-,'ll„.rs, ,uc:,„n|unu,.l i.v ihr hnuh.-r . ,1 M,.pp.

tlu.n nnao.nalndy. Lavinn I,.n.ln„ and anlvi,,.. atW/.v,;v/., aiK u.. may fnljou th.-,n n, their alHu-liv.
''^''M't to n-a.-h AWAvv hy steanuT an.l thn'r s ,

-||u.,u return ,„.W.^,,,,,, Tluwue thev .laennu,..

'\^- l;-lsn often nu. Julian earli.r in the hist.,rv -

:">,'""'' ;•" ''"• ''''t ^.n.i. its •,.;,.|,.ts ..riiohlUMl
,n^tothen,,nthe,,,s,aneeh-on,un.!era,,el,nIon.

?
^ "' '''''

, V^'"'
''"> '•""^'- ^" /•/>"/^'V/ that

^-''M-'-ysmaIlh:tol-avma,,-,:'ulnVhu-eha-;h
^^shent^nioreorh.ssakinu.l.ytehettMinsfr.

I
[,.,•

l!"•^ -..t the h-u-ses at the inn ealle,i - l',t,.,-'.s l-n.M-r

leld

;i House uliuh sti

teristic of its

•Miilats a s un-in- s'-n ( harai
,.. .

,
'

"ante', a eorrii;.iion of S/'j\/cr a,!/--;^M-S,K In,ha.c:onrs.^h<.vreac:h.74^^^^^
\Mureouea,<,ra,n we ser our oM h-ie'nj Hostler John
-mnt^rronunulerthe-.sha.louvatvh.av'oflh^-R.;;
l-ion and \i

towards him at that

ewmij the

li'esh Imrses tl

earlv,

iiii-hty ekl,

" purldinkint
Npai ie Dowliii.

Iioiii-.

<:y contniuc th

248
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I III. Wl ^Si;.\ ( )!•
I ||()\I AS 1 lAkDN'

to ( ^'/ .'< ^,'(//c
(

'i/.s//,
. when: llu y i;limli ili.' slef|) astx-ru

iculiiii; l«) Litl/c liiik\<oil/i ii.'rliai.-, KiiiLjston X'ill.ij^f—and p.iss on to /:id-u<or/// Coitr/. I'"ni-.tr,ii((l iuix-.

\v«: set- lli'in Inirrv iii'^ low nil , A//r»/A<v/ aiul rr.n jiini,'

llli- cllliri ll with its • si|l|.irc llilrmh.ltti' i| U^\\^\'U>n
l.ilc i<i |iii\iiit tiic in.irn,ii_;i'

( iod).

riif .utioii Mocs luck to /iiih^'oit/i i'otiii. ,111(1

tli'ii tMih,- Cisi!,' Inn", It
(
'or:rso(i/i- C(is//c. IliiA iiiii,

|Ms>in;_; iiiKJcr th.' s.mir II, line to il.iw si, mils ,it ilit- cnil

"' t'l'' -^ti'i't 111- ircst to .Su.iii.r.c ,111.1 siill rrt,iiiis miK li

"' 11^' "I'l tiiiK- .iiipc.iiMih , (191I. With ( hrl .tM|,|i,T

\^'; !'•!> •' I'l-'t \i\it tn I'.nkworl/i Cniil .iml i,it(li a
.u'iiiips'- ot I':! .iliiiri.i "her l.oniK't, lur sliDuMtrs.
I"''' ll'lil- ImiI 111) ninrr. '

I inn Moill- l.\ stiMlllrl- trnm
KiiolL^ -a \\r |,,i-,s •( )Ii! I 1,11-iv " ami riMi li S,iiii/l,>iiii!,.

I hiM-e .111- niiin')crs ot " I''ir-t(i|) \-il|,is
"

,it I'.oiirncnioiitli

MOW, aiii! it In useless to ,itleinj.t to i-,()lale the |MrliriiI,ir

one Irnin \\ln\ li ilie lioiisi- in ii;e -^un-y is diMun.

2--.0
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" A I, A' i|i|i
1 \\ '

'"', '7'"'" "' l>'in.lM-,„-.,vi,l,-s n. u„|, a tarsi, nilr
I thr lM(k-r,„,,ul ..-.iiiisi uhiVi, ,noM nt tl„. .uii.m ,,,

^"" ^'""'V ^•'1^'-^ !''•'<'
:

I'Nl u.. „,:,,l ,.,.i at-inn. sn
'l"sc ,1 .nn,i..,ns,,n ,,| tj,,. a. iu.,1 uiih ili,- lattilioiis ;i.s"' ''''^"' 'I'l'i.vc.l ill .v,mc , tlxT instances 'I'lnt
I'unst.r

( asll,. s.Tv.d in a -vr.a MH-asnn- as thr
"'.Hlrl lnr.SA,;,n'r,,-//,' ur niav I..-,., tain; |,nt it ua-
.'l'l"-<'-Hh It tn-.lay. ..urnn'n.ls tiilccl with a piVtinv of
I"- '""I'ii".^ .'s It ,.,,,Haiv,l to (;.-..r-,. .S..n,.Tsct, uc
shall I. el c (.nstrauir.l t,, a.iniil that certain t.Mtiiivs an.

I

'l'-t.nlsn,ust hav.- hc.-n sui,,,],..! hv ...ir a..th.,r, .ill,,.,-
I'";n niia.,;, nation uv In.m the ivni'ini.sccnccs .,f other
arcliitectmal piji's.

I h.' name 1 )inister prepares us to some extent iuv
til- situation ot the casti... Tor m.-ans touer; dun
"" •ins lull

;
ami hence we are not surpris.sl t,, f„ul an

i'li'iost precipitous hill, clothed with wran.l oM trees
•'""• ^^i>"li the richly coloured st.'.ne towers aiuj
'"-.tpels risea-amst the skyline ( l 0.^ ). The history of

tl'-' <:.istle carries us a loi,^ wav hack in tim.^. When
l-.'uard the (,,,nt.ss,,r was kinu. I )unster Castle was
l"l'l hy Ahiric, hut William the ( onqueror made it
over to W iiliam de Nh.hun, I )nrinu tli,. I'arliameiitarv
wu-s Its politics chan-ed rapidlv : tirst ,t declared to'r
the I'arhament, atterw.irds tor Kiio Charles; then it
was ix'sieocd for several months I.\' Cromwell's tori.s
t" uh,,ni It Imally surrendered.' in i ',70 it was
I'inhascd by the ancestors of the [»res(-nt owner.

-^1 I

ii.
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'mi' WI-SSI'-.X ()!• I'llOMAS IIAKDY

As uc ciucr troiii i!u: north ih,. litil,- t,,\vii of
I )iii;stc; -c;)llccl .][arktou in the; novel the cisllc ocxn-
I'les A .cry cominaiulini; position, lowcriii^r aljove tlit
houses

(
i(,0. The main street is (jxc(-])ti'onalIv wide,

and near its centre stands the old N'a-n Market. ,in
iH:tat;onal wood-n luiiklino with nide overhani^ini^r (.a'v,.^^

•
^\\^\ eii^ht little dorni(;r-\vindo\vs (i<>4). It is I'mwned
I'.v a l-nU(-rn, troni whicdi rises a weather-vane with th.:

"".''|''^ *'• ';•• and Ijearin-- the date of 1647. On tin,-

lelt-liand side is a r.Miiarkably tine old' inn the
" Luttrell Arms " containiiiLr nianv details of andia'o-
loL,Mc:al nu<:rest (105). In all proh.'ibilitv our author's
conception ol the '• Lonl (Jiiantock Arm^ ' was derive 1

I'-oni this. Ther<: is an atmosphere vS inediavalism
pervatim- the little town

; no insidious modern
nniovations have heen allowed to creep in

; and we
seem to l)e able tVeidy to conjectm-e from its present
appearance what it must have been like two or time
centuries b.ick in time.

As I hav(' hinted above, we shall not be able to
plod in the footsteps of the actors in this storv as we
have been abk' to do in the case of some of the other
Wessex Novels, for there is not that exactitud.' of
description reirardinu the backgrounds whii h is such a
noticeable feature in the majoritv of the books I',,r

instance, the little hamlet of .SV,-, /.///. Cncu, uh.Tc
•Somerset at first w.is stayin^^r, does not bear sufhcient
description to warnuit us in identifviiio- it with ,niv
particular villa,<r,: to be discovered hi the immediate
iioi-hbourhood of Diinster, thoueh it su-uvsts either
( arhampion or Witlu comln.-. 'roiul>oro,7ol,, , barra. k
town, one mayd.-lme pretty saf"elv to br an inia-inaliv.'
portrait of 1 aunton, ,1 town which, in some of tlie other
siorii's, appears ,dso un.ler the same name. lliii tie
• lescription places it some tlo

( iis//c' than it aclualb is.

To return a-.iin'to ./Ay/^-Aw. or I )unster 'called ,i

villa-e sometimes n, th<: novel). [t is in the chun h
here—

a most mteicstin- one --that the familv tombs. if

>/en miles nearer to S/dz/rv
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A i..\()i)ici:.\x

im- 'r Siaiicws arc inia'Mi

^t\ If IS maiiilv that

ii'd to lia\c stood ( 1 o'l ). 'I h
<'l tlic tittccnth cciitiiiA-, tl loii'di 111

UK: arch\va\- ot the west
111 Xorinan wor!

Sa\Mii church, 1

loor \\c Imd a L^ood illiistiMtion

It stands on the sit(; of an carl icr
>iit no tanijihic C\'l(lclU'C o| tlli oilier

i>nc IS (I ^>.o\'cral)lc A I )caiitiliill\ car\cd nal

196.

—

'I'lii: Ciiriif 11, I)i-Nsti;k'.

screen tra\crscs the entire width of th(; 1

uier(; arc many interest

I'l-oin tli(; Ijclh-v th(t (diini

• iiildiiiL;, and
in^ nioniiincnts lo he seen.

' hi Siindav

Mondav, Ihiuk /,

es nnc;- out e\-er\- four Iiours.

e may hear f ^ AV.v/ /// the' LoiiL' On
INC 011''̂,. I On

V //,('///( On W
ncsdaw

(;(li ies(hi\-, /'/.vA('.S(V \

//

II hi;

Oll/i

"n 1 liursdaN'. ///, /l/in /.V//;^ 0/ Scot/and ' ( )n

03



riii". w i,ssi:x oi iiiomas iiardn'

l''ri(l,i\-, ()A/ //;/,'// ( )ii .^.itiird.iy, //,//A\ luii-k. iiix

Soul ' A cm Knis medley ot Imn--, '

I ii ilic duin In.ird
wall is a u idc-anhcd rcc<'ss, ^cnrralU- said lo mark the
^it'' <>i tile sl(K ks, ,md ill ilic rc(ioi-\' garden m;i\ l,i-

sc( II till- niiiis ot a I'xiiedii linc |'|-i(,i-\

.

' li'-^i' lii-liiiid ihc liiiji' town i^ a hi-h hill callrd
< ii'.ililiiii-si, I)]- ( ir.Ll)l)ist, and Iroin the -iimmit a

ma^nilicciil Mrd's-i-sc \'w\\ ot ihi- smaiMmdiiiL; (oimu \

i^ i'l>t lined. Ih:' liciutiliil \ale of A\ill. |)iinker\
r.r.Kon (scene of the lialiail-lrai^edy entitled " Ihi-

Sacrile-e," imMislied in 7'//,- /-'ortuii^^ht/v Rii'uw in

"HI), till' coimlry from North liill to \\'at( het, the
iSri'.tol ( hannel, with 1 loim Inlands st iiKlin^'- out
siron-ly, and liehind ii the line of the Wel^^h c<)a^t,

niomitains ri-^iiiL; hack, tier upon tier. Kieht iinder
<uir leet ihistci's the touiilet of I )imsl(;r, ^larded l.y

the castle on one .^ide and (
'onc;_;ar 'I'ower on the

other. .\ 1uil;c deer ipark surrounds the c.isllc, and
through it wanders a sparkling; stream.

1 he leu details L;iven above form hut a meaj^re
desca-i]ition ot the l)at:kurounds of the stor\-, Imt the
jireseiit writer fears to stra\- lieyond tin- IjouiuIs of

M-racity into the rcilms of ima- 'ination.

:!S6
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CM \ I'll; k I

\VI-;>.S1',\ I'OKM-

w I yy told III the |)rcfprctacc th.ii •• ih

\.

II. ;i' ik-jjn'c ilr.miath- or

( pHTcs :ivi- m a

An
H-rsonaluc m coiicfption.

llicN'ss, many ol' tluan arc supplied witli si'ttii

ilrauii with Ih.il realistic toiith which we h,

'"'ik nn ,is ail intc<4r,il part of our author's wor!

ILTS

i\"i' coiiK; to

oetr\- IS a inort; subtle iiiode

lust

ot sell-e\])reNSion tiiaii
rosi;, so in like manner we lind the scenery of tl

I'licms sketch

ss detailed than m the iio\-i

<(! m with ,1 tew dett St

l''S(-

rokes, ol course

San S c'hastian " has tor its settin- the /:</ II

ihat old Roman road wliicii led throiiLdi I'.ath until

'fW

yr.i

111

died IJclu-ster, where it hranched L

Dorchester, and on the other tork led to I

It

Here is ,i '-etf.'rt

irou(Mi ^ eo\i

.\('ter.

:nce to the Iliiilock Maypo/c, which
I'liiiMS our miiuls hack to the storv ot" " ddie Wootj-
.ill(l(;rs. M
lliouL,di an occasional W

iypole-cl,uicinL,r is now almost extinct

w.vw. the .M

essex villas^a; mav be seen
lypoii: still rears itself on the

ni'lahiy at the village of Shillin-stone, 1

W
once one ol the most

imboriK- and lUandfortl. Round the- Ma\ pole

L,^re(Mi

—

between

was
popular ot the Morris or Moorish

nances, and was introduced im.,, I'aiwland I

ii! the time of halward III.

I'om Spain

ti

Tin: Hi kciik K^

h

\\v Imd the scene laid in Dorche\ster, the Caslcr-
•nut'gc oi tin; novels, i lere, in the old High Street, the

-59



Tin", \vi.sm:x nv i nomas ii.\ki)\-

tli.M.ls an- sll|,|,..sr,l I,, mo I {iy,j). Tl;.- liwii,- is ,n,tlv
'liti iiiiiiicil li\ tiic uonls :

'I'lic sun h.td uIutIkI liMin ( ircy's to I i.iimnci'.s Cnsl
;

that is to s,i\, Irnin Cnys r,:!,!-,- ,„ (,yv\s \\.„)<l i,,

tli<- laslw.ini, \. r\ lamiliar to us in " I'lul- r ih,- ( ,r, ,ii-

\^'""' I'l-''"'." I" ill.- apex (.r Dam.T's I lill, uhi,!, Ii(js

Just ..iiisidc the tduii (III iIk' |;iaM|Hiri K.. i,l, , |,,sc to th»;

l>ani wliicli w- iiis| irrt.d in • lhc .M,i\,„- ,,| ( .isicr-
liriilr;!'." Ill,- li,)ii.sc (lcs< nl.cil ,is tin: " I'icasanni <• hani
1)\ (ilyil'iNitli Kisr" is the samr house wliidi \\,- h,i\r
ascnl.c.l U) lan.tta in tli'' List nicntioncl lM,(,k, an.l
known lo-ila\- as ( ollii.n l|..us,-, ••

I linr h, un's past
cuiicw ' h\cs ilic [idlni of lime with aKinaiv, t(,r

Si. I'cf r's ( hunh .stilj aniioinncs tliciurl.u nij^lnlv
at ci^lii (i\ lock.

In iinaMiiiatioii we |)ass down ihr Hl-h Siiv,t
111 till' slill hours when ilic town :, w lapi.r.r in sir. p,
and turn ('nun the narrow roa.l lallr.l Clyde I'adi
'^""'- !l«lore us stands C'olliton I louse,' j.H.kinL;
i;rey and '^hastK in the taint li-ht, and il,,se I.esid?-

11 the am lent e.aieway with the ^rinnin- mask lorniiu"
'.''^ l-''ystone. I',, apprecial. hilly 'the depth and
ii'ehm^- ot the poem we Heed to visit the scene ,it

such an hour, to \ie\v it 1.) the faint llelit ot the stars,
rather than 1)\ the sln-iuiou.s li^hl of the sun.

Till-. .\l Al<"

II.l.-r.: \\<- are talM'u into the .itniospherc of. and
over .some of the -round tra\eised in, •• The TiimnK i-

Major" and " Th.: Dynasts.' The homestea.l "in a
h-rny hyway' lay not f;r from Cpper liockhaniptoii.
an.l h.-re u e picture the volunteer hiddin^,^ his uite fart-
wc:ll ere- he lakes the road for " Royal (ieorye's Town

"

—an obvious description of \\'(;ymoiith.
^
Wi'fnn- he

starts he bids his wife In- prejiared to journey to
A///^s/)cn-~ the townkt we have seen to be "i!ere. Reikis

sh.fnjlil riini(iiri- 1-/. i.l-i !-.....• ;.,(" \' , 1 .' ! < '
•••::;:•:

. ". . ; p; a ; iOi i S iiii'n i i fi L^ . it

j6o
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i iii-. W issl.X ( )| I IK )\i.\S II \I<|)\-

W.is, III l.tct, ill,- s|H,i in.iitH.iird in ihr » m,\ , inmciit
nr(Icrs<,t [he .l.il.- r.,r ih,- rclriMiol the umiHii .imj
children.

1 his was on the .|,i\ t-.llou iiiL,^ the kin.llin|4 "' I'l^:

beacons, and as |,c |,)iirn'-\s onu, nd he sees " The
Harrow - iic.icoii hurniii^ - huriiiiiLj low," on Rain
harrows -a:i ancient hiiriai-plac' w'hidi hulks lar-el\
'" "

' '" Keturn ol' ih, .\ali\e " and also in •• Thi.
Dyn.isis.' We Ulll loll,,\v i„ his root,ie|,.. WImm
he readi.'s ihr ru-r I'room he hesitai, s uheth.r u>
proceed or to turn ha, k ; hut his mind is made up tor
him l)y wat( liin- the th'.-^ht ot the |,i,d he r.'leases lioni
the river weeds, which hears over the rixcr, crosses
/^^//nuKrr (;,;(///'/,/,/ {l\,o\\ivj,{uu l-"u:U\), aiu\ con-
tinues ihi(.- soiithuard. Tlien lie pin-sues his wav,
passine; Mat l\,ii (i(,.S), ,md clind.in- Rid'^ew.iy lliil'

.^haiden ( astle we shall -xannne "nK.re^ closely in

"'I'iin.-'s l.an,-hiii--stoi-ks.' and the kid-.'wa\ uh.n
we are exphwuiL;- the sceiierN ol' 1 l;e 1 )\ nasts."

Mil; Dl All! \M, .\
I II k

'hrc we are snjl i,, Ca>ttyi>ruh^c. Kioht at tin;
top of lli-h West Street, tacin- directly '"ioun the
street, is ,1 solidly hiii't house known as Top o' Town.
It was Iroin this house that "her tenement" w.is
<'i'i\\;'i- I'll'- //'^Av-;/ Wa// has receixcd mention
in "

1 he^ Mayor of Casterhrid_-e," where it is called
i ludk \\'n!k another and less-used naine lor ( ollitoii

^\''"'^- 'l' the /'/,/,/ of //ic '/'o»l/>s \\r ivc,,._.nise llic

cemetery oil the Wcymoiltli \in.u\ just he'\(,nd the
(;>;//!, ol tlw (,i\hital,rs. i^y .M,iumhui\- Rin-s, kiteh
e.\ainined hy th( anticjuaries.

liii: I) \N' !•• Al Mil: run. MX
i he •

I h(rni\ is one ot" the oi.'-timi- hostelrie
of Dorchester (ihoii-h with a new fnMit.iec) aiK
stamls in Iliuli !•" i^i <(.-,.,.• l..

' •. .i

202
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Till". wi:ssi:x oi- tiiomas iiakdn-

•'I'lircr .M,ii-in<T.s"—a t.nniliar s,,.,i ,,1
" Ihr .Ma\,,i-(,|

Casu-rl.,-ul-c ' {un>)- '• Tlu: l'a\ nix '•

has alu avs' l.ccn
lavonrcl l,v il,,. soMiery at ihc lurracks iuv ihrlv
|--"nvivial_^alhrrin,-s. \ arious , .ihcr Iratiircs ni.-nimnr,!n tins i-iMMii iiavc also nnur hd,,,-,- .j-, in the l,si-
"'m«;'l l»>«'k, \na S/.j,n//as/ Jhu/^c ..cnirs li.,-,. t,„-

Jl'--'i>-^t innr \\\. .hall lin.l it hv passi,,.. .1mu„ tl„-
l'-ii,L;th rit Mill Strc«:t.

( .\Ni
1 kia<iiMa ( 'aiiains

ill-re we need only visit tiir chiin h of Ml Saints
'", '''^'>'' '"" "'l'""- '•'•'•-s in "i!,, an.a-cnl ai.l,-

''

'"
'l""^'-^

^;"'' ^" '" ^-arv.M ,,n the srat l>a. k u.a'c
""•"' i'<'t,,n.th-- rcsraiin;^. an,l at this .listan... nf tini.
th:

_

may !„• no harm ni ^ivin,^ th.an as |. li. I.^nk,
1 . ( < r>('sanl, nil |. I .ooaii.

Mv Ci 1 i;i,\-

"I'll'; inri.-nl W,.si lli,^huav" nf-rs to ih,. ,,M
K.'ni.m Koacl !:-a,lni- Iron) l.onn'on to Y.^rw.y. Ia-t
us lollow the \\a\ laiTi- in iui.ii^ination. ]'n-st ur hc.a-
<>' mm passm- "

I !„ l|ons<: ,,f J.onM-si,.„,nu "
'J'lii,

the udl-knoun I'.asin.^; I louse:, nrar the "vilja-r of
<>Kl l.asni-, IS now m complete ruin, l.tu w.as'oncv
a l.unous m.-m^on. During the time ,,f the tn-st

,'",' ^^'"' '^ ^^'' '"nilie.i (or the kin- hv fohn
'aulett, who ,s said to have <aieTa\,-,r the' wonls
W/wr: Loyauir on evrry |uiie of ,.|,,ss in the house
It stood ,1 sarr.'ssion ot hlo, kadrs hetween lOp, nid
"M> and on the i ,th ,,r Octolxa- in the lattei'\-e n'
It was stormed l,y < )livrr Cromu.-ll him-.ir Durin..
'!!' attack It eauo-ht tire and was l.nriUHl down thT
very rums l„.,n;^- r.i/e.l l,y nr.ler o| the i'arliament
Ill-re isjittle now to nurk us existence exa-pt a
p.orlion ol the -atew,u ,uid s,,nie interior walls (-^00)

\e\t the rid.'r is s.iid to eom.^ in siwju ,,f .Saiislnirv
(-atlie(h-,al, disonisr.l as the fair laix '' • "

I M )re
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"\\'i:s.s}':x I'oi'. MS

At an Inn

At the (i.-oi-M,. [,,„ ;n Wiiullcslci- ihcsc \crscs
\\<-iv wnttrn

; 1)1, t l.ryoii.l st.ilin- this as a cnnl..
I.iU then; is nothing- lurthrr lo dilate (ui.

Till Sl.MW Xati KK

I Ill's [)(„,„ brin-s ill.' l'",(.(.ni \ allrv l.rf,,,-,. m.,.-
'\<'.s th.- \allcy which occurs >.) ,,ri,.n as a hi^k-
.un>.m<l ,„;• 'Ic-ss ut the ci-L'rlHTvillrs." In .]/on/,n/
A/.w^ wr. tm,l a fictitious presentment of a hill close
to .Moretnn \-ilIa-e. in the direction of Wmlrith
iMr I'.-dou-sRle " and " th.M-ippliiiu- l-room' indicate

•" ""'•• >i locahtN- not remote Irom 'i'a/l>ot/iays.

In a Fwt-LKA/F XKAk Wf \TI I IkllT 1; V

_

'"here are many spots lear I'nddletown which
nii-ht serv(.' for the sceiierv m this poem. l,ut to those
who know th,. district w.'ll it seems to point to a
p.ii-ticular ,t,rrassy down known as Cooml. This
liH<l i.s on th<' road from Puddletown towards I-o,{o,!
Ilca/li, and was at one time a favourite spot for viT
lesti\ities.

a Lie

267



ciiAi-ri-.k II

" I'Dl.M.s (.1 nil. I A>-i .\M, 1 III fK|,>|;.\ I

'

I 111 Si il ].> I i| rill Sl.AIN

All in h.innnny with ilic \\<'ip!, [iniLiniid iliou-hi-,
wluih nil iliis [iocin is the wild, lorlnni .isprcT ot

X.ilui-f al rortl, 111(1 r.ill, its l).ickL;nuiii(l {:o;,). I m tii,

solitary seer who imiscs hen- <')n llic rocky liradKiiul
conies the phantasm, i^jorical jtrocf^ssioii of

'" iVamdcss
souls,' and we have but to visit the sp^t whi-n the
sonihrc shades of tlarkiiess are closing down upon it

to pKiiire to ourselves that self-same crowd of hurry
in--^ spirits. We may then readily imagine theiii
tlittinu in and out the dark caverns or lio\'rrm<4 dver
the opalescent sh,een which marks the Kace" out
there to the south-east, towards the Sh.uiihles. in
summer-time, hy dayli-ht, the rocks take on a k'ss
lorl)iddino- aspect ami the sea is in a calm imx.d. Hut
Ml winter. ,uu\ especaall)- al dusk, when the waves .uv
piling themselves on each other ,uid aii-riK kishin-j
the locks, to tall hack disappoiiUe(l, \-<i, in tanc\

, iidi

disheartened — iIkmi is ih'- tinn' to' ciucr mt,', ,,ia

author's ima-in,iry picture and (cunprehenil somewhai
ol its siLjnifu-aiice.

I" III; .Ml I nil k MnruNs

III the western portion ol /:;,/,.// //,,//// th<- hioli(>si
hori/on line is hacked hy the d(;nse tre.^s of \ill.,\vhani
Woods. l)ri'p d.u-k recesses are lo lic lonn.d J!! ijicsr
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riii; w'i'.ssi'.x or iiiomas ii.\i<i)\-

uo'hIs, ^|H,ts uhriv thr Minliulu niirlv ciitcrs ill

snmiii.i- iHrausc ..f the iliick
'

leaf- ciirlaiiis. whcri:
s'lnin-cU leap In. in ImmikIi k, Ihmik li and tin: shy
U(iM(lj,rck,T lin.ls a liiMiir. \\rvi- I's tlic scttiuM- (,,V
til'' jMvsrnt p.u'in, in [li<- }',r/n//rr U'o.k/s, aln-adv
t.iniili.n- tn nsas r,,rnnn- (,nr ..f th,. l,a< k-n.muj.s m

I ndcr tlic ( irci ii\\(i( id I'lvc."

I III: I. \i K iNi , SiAsr;

Vhi- l)ack-n.nn<l Iktc is W addon \'alr, that d.
valley ruiniin- irdui Cpwvy lowanls .\l.li,,isl.in-y.

'/'K'i al)(.vc It on the norili.Tn side is llla-don, m-
IHackdouii, whence the Hardy Moiiuinenl rises sky-
wards.

I mi: W'ii i.-I')i 1.1 A i:i)

I Ins poeni, il sliould l)e noted, lias no eonneetioii
uitli the noNcI ix'ariiiL; the same title. Its setliii- (in
the Wessex I'.dition) is at Jordan Hill, near Weyimmtli— tlu; ancient Roin.m station Claviniuin wlier'e there
are the remains of a Roman temi.le, K'ssellated paxa:-
ments, anci other relics of the Roman occupation.
forJon Ci-ovc speaks to us of j'reston \'ale, .i

well -wooded depression hard hy. Artistic Ronum
pottery h.is been lomid in laroe (iu:mtities hereahuiils.
.nid L;()od examples ol S.imian ware.

I \i I i> Xor C,o

I liere IS nothin- for iis to remark h. re except
tli<' prime fict that Stinsfoid Chnrchxard liolds the
ti'inl) in which She lies.

LoNe I I Kairi:))

A-ain the countr)- of \'ellowham Woods comes
before US, with its snrroimdini'- u\ /o./m, I l.-nil,

I/O
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'<>I:MS ol' llll.. I'AST AX I) \'\<\: si;.\T

VI

iv ill all I )()rsci {2nt)}. Til,- chiiMh is I

til ;i tiiic louiT aii'l .111 iiitcrcsiin-

lircscrvatioii. ( )n ., l)jl
tan-

ill--

(•r|H-n(li(:iilar,

wood screen keitl

H|e i;|( >M' to the \ li

iiie ( nam. a rudely c\\i |io|,|-

i"li''''i "''''l 111 len-tii. ,111(1 of what
urate kn, ,\\ lc,|,^,. \iaii\- are the

'Uai:lim- tn it. and \-

aL^e

e iiearK two
"I'lein We ha\ (; no
li'''end,i|-\- st(>ri('s

iridiis siiperstiiKuis sill! lin 'er in
' i"'i,L;lil>'inrii()i)d in (omiectimi ili. reuiih. I'ei-lia[i
' 'ii"-t iK.iail.ir liieory is that in niedi,, \al i

iMl did actuall)- h\c in the district, and
;>-.irds in the .idjoinin- lllacL-
e occ.isiiiii, alter an (Aception

I
I the larniers st(

lines a

i|Uenll

\ lie
; that I )[! iin

;>
h.M\ y repast, hi' I ly di>un Im s|ee|, ,,n the hill si

-Here the Vll V'l 'I's (liSi I i\ ere limi, Listened hnn ti

Diies and |)(pi'^s, ,aii(l then slew hnn
i!j a\v,i\- the uiMss. |:\-

j^ronnd with r

traced his outline 1)\- ciittii

I .^innqiiarians It is thon-ht l<i re|ires( nt the u,,rk
n the ,1 )l.ey lielow

: Imi j.roh-
"I inedi,r\'.il nmnks fro

•ii'i\' Its (irr'in is m a in lire remote [las

'ithwork iie,u- the church is ,airil

I. .\ sm,
illted to ( eh IC

-I' lence

.11 imaL;iiia!i()n \\e m,i\- picture tl

iiid si.irtiii'r forth to shri\-e t

picture tile priest risiue nj)

ic d_\ iiiL,'- man, striiL^-i'lin:.

iiioii'.h the storm i mtil he reac-hes tin

I I land n-). Ol
d'Ot c.uhmI ( ro

mpete uitli tile Meal
111 ueird, lonesome sjiots leu c.ni

hill-t

illar re.irs iisejt troiii tli

op u hereon this iii\ sterioiis

< ijrassv (low nlan(
Is as imkiiou n as th.it o!" the ( dant of ( irile

ts ori'^m

It ma\-
i\-e hi-eii a cro ss. possessed ol s.icred siL'mhc.iiu I-

; It

ina)- ha\i- i-epresem

iirinn, it m,i\ ha\
it is ,il

eil ;i liouili l,U'\' 111,11 k or, as others
<• heen ,1 p.iL;an inoiiiinient. .oc,m\'

so called ( r.

ti,L;un- of .1 woman with her h.md

>ss\-di,uid. Ironi the l.ut th.il tin

s cro' w.Ls onci;
iscermlile I>ut ail siLjiis ol r.u-\ 111''' lia\c hecoiiie

the
"Iterated now, and not a \-esti-e rem.u'iis ol'

' -m wliiih once crowned its apex.
I he present topo^i-.tpjier was inrornied l.v an old

;i|)sy woman thai it w.is a wishiii^-stone, ,nid 'th.u any
"tii\ idiia; wiu, pi.u ed ills iiaiui upon the stone and

-/ J



'I Mi: Wl'.SSl.X ()! I NOMAS II ARDN
rcj,nsliT.-.l ,1 wish uouhl iii\ .uial.ly tiiid ii ((miic trnr.
I hen; were ccri.iiii x.ii-h'lioiis neccssarv, ami (citiin
pn'caiitioiis to lie lalan. hut into thc.,''\\,' nm^t ii,a

' lUci- iiou. Siiiri.c it thai this ha-^ Ikcii pui i,, ihr
t'-st on nioiv than on<- occasion, uitli rr.-aihs that I'lillv

•i"/-—Cko.Sn I.N-I l.\Mi,

instilicl ihc oi|,sy woman , |.iv,hction. Ahscnc^ of
arcan-alo knoul, (!-<• is niU'u lonnc.l siquTstition
there we will lea\-e the matter,

1 his stone tomes before ns whi-n we follow 'l"<'ss

'>ii her jonrney from /7/;//mv;//-. /.// to /;ww/;avAv- ami
l>ack, on which occasion she is represente.l as sueariinr
an oath with her han.l on the sir.n.^ .a. A.lec ,r!-r!HT-

-'74
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' II \ I' I I Is IN

I III h\N \si>

l'<,K (.1. vie. IIS rc.isoiis ill, re uiH |„- n., all. iii|.i m.ulc in
this (iiii«|. -|„„>k l(. comliici ih,- n-adrr oxer the Con
liiK-iUal scttncry which Imiim., tl,,. |„ u ,1,1, , j,,^ \,,ri.i\
"I ihrain-s lor th(- hu-.- |-,|.iL- 1 )rama ih.iT hV ,,iii

side Ivnoiand and its siirroinuh'iio waters. I h<- ,i. ii.ui
ot th(' drama in this comilrv al.'.iic ulll takr iis iivra
wkIc strcuh (.riand, an. I ur'jiall iv\ i sit . , ,iain places
wiiirh w.: hav.- alnady .xamincl in s.unr ..lihc previ-
ous novels and pMnns. Thr trcsh f.-aHiivs imiddiuv.l
demand our iiu.resi, and w.- shall ln,,k <,ii them Irmn
new stan.lp(.iius a.nd in (hllcrenl liuhls.

I lie first scene et ih.; first act" of " The 1 )\ iiasts
'^ ""/ inriitinne.l

1 ,y ally .li-,tiiuti\e nam.-, 'hut its

des.a-ipli.M, eiiaM.'s us i.. r.-o-iilse it a-, ha\iii" he.-ii
I'l.mn.d and drawn iV.im ih-- summit < .t kid-.'\\a\ Mill.

"'I''^^''y
l"l\ye,il Di.lvhest.T ,nid \\e\,nu,,lh '(

J"-*^;.'We lia\-c visile.
1 the sp,>i when with .Mir rri.-ii.ls trom

(hrnoiiihc we climhe.l ov.r the .lowiis to s, < Km..
(.eoroc and his ntimu- pass l,v. 'Idns tim.' w.- ,,iv
'''''^^" ''.'l'"'' i'l '"'d' r that u.- m,,\ ,,v. rh.ar th.' ,.,m
ver.si; <,l tlu- sta-c-coach passeii-<a-s in th.^ puis.' at
the top .,1' thr hill.

" •" ^'"' '"••s.-iil .lay w,- approach ih..' hill fn.ni
I'-'nhest.r u,- shall iiolic.-, just luinn- th.- a.tua!
suinmil IS reach.'.;, a tra.k -m th,. ri'.dit haii.l si.l,-

I his was ih,- ,,1,1 niad, and it p.i.s.^d over th.' ri.!--
.md ,1. sci Mill 1 1 -,1 im. v. li 1 1 ,l.,,,,,il. :.... .i, . :ii

' "''-'J
••'

' '•'''•'
' i'"i^e :

27 G
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1 j^'rass. ;\s

I \v»iiiil(;rrul panorama lies

DOkUl'.
rises out of the sea,

;riiM and lorhiddin-, ami Iietw.cn it and the
KKl-.'wav th<- r.M.is ol We-ymouih flitter in the snn-
li.i^lii, uhili myriad sparkles arc rellectcii from the I

iii'l ill'-
I ik<- like inlet known as the 15a

'"• I' 'I li'ii'I li''s nineoinbe Down, its ronml.il harrows
Ills of an aina/on " standini^ clearly out

)ay

I IsW.itir. ( )ii

like the

aiii.t tJH: skyline. To t If ri'.'lit w
.III ll iilmii

cvmoiiih \\c
^<-s ol till- (

u'l-l'iii- I iir\r wlii( 'i lor

IK' -ll i>iMi ll and thi lotu
in

l''i\, or /h-tui-n/iii/'s /;,/]. It

--. till- shore-line ol West

I'lUcr, ll()\\r\c|-, lli.it 1,(1

illl- kuli'eu.iN ilsc

IS not until W(- chjscend
I' I'Mtiire.'-- iiou 1 iHlilcn l>\

1 le word ri

.u-e uncovered.
iliL^e is here used in i(

!s "iii-se IS in.uki-d 1,\- innmiHTalilc 1

wal alon,!.,f thi: ;-//(/,
, i ir I

iinsi nu.uiiii"'.

'•ii'i'ows, ;md a

Ml miiini-nl which top^ |

lai k, troin tins |joiiii i,, [|

>i.i( ki ll )U 11 u ll! i-,i ia\-
1

\ I'U not iMsiU

I t IS will If w

Il-

ls W Illl .1

' ||nal|.il 111 ,,ii\
I
,,iit I, I W IS ,l\.

f listi'ii 111 nil,

'I the ]iassen;4crs lli.it u
|| ihi- Court to " Kin- (

i;.;ni.ilii m to tin- ilisi our^.

' Irani III the priijio

ll '( IT' 'I w
|iiTi|iliiMsi- used in this dr,

dins thr lait (jI tlnri' 1

iii-niu

W

sed \isit

-I'laec ' (thr
una Illl \\ i\mouth ) and

n- 1 11 •III' a i|i-al III tiMlh
Kiil'-;i'\\,i\- IS arr.iiinti'd I

c ii\(r
III". At t; lat liati- ti If innii I

" '" \^iio .Iwfit iiiMi- ih,. ,,,,isi u,.|-i- |,i-nii,-l„.,l uith
tliiiii;_;hts ot' .\a|ii)I

was rite i-fi^ardiiiL; ihf acliia! spot

fon -. arrival
: .ind niiu h spci ulal imi

woulil he accomplisiii

is vi\idly brou-ht hftorc us in
"

'1 he '1

as well as in tin;
i

pot ,it w hull thf kmdinL;
lis d,iil\- .uid liouiK' dread

lof ni eiititlril

illudfd to.

ruinpci-.Major,"

Alarm,' a!read\-

n ihf Imirili scnif i if thi s> cond act we are on
linconihf |)ouii liard 1)\ — tlic (h^crtomhr />

hf
1 runi[ifl-.Major, " and ll If s.mif iiai k^jroiind as

//
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I'lii- i)\'x.\sr >>

-ir\'((
1 for thr shorl storx' ciuitlcd "

I" •m: M
I liissar of llic ( icni

"11 rcichiiiL'' the t(

clam holv
lan Lcijion. ( ) iir lirsi impression

(•re aniMiiij ihc barrow
'1' •'! the lull IS Us chain '(.icssncss.

s wherein our ancestors
Uieir (neinies lie slee|)ino-, is a slice of tl

seeins ne\'er to h IVe been tanil)er(

or

le worM w liich

il uiih i)v huiiian
.iHeiicy

;
we nna-ine it to have; been thus' tjirouu h

.oiiiuh'ss .lJ4(^s, an.l it is (lifluailt to tliinh of it ,is e\'aT
bei:oniin^r otiier than it is today {20')).

he ilaiiie liiiuonibe is supposed to be (leri\-e(l

Iroin tile

ilie insi(

ihe hill.

.ii''lish-Sa\oii wore
I 1 inan-(_ onil), ineaniiiL''

ioublless reefers to the contour ol

In the description of the
Word in its o dest and

sceiU' (usini^r the
i)ur('st siMise. as denoting a

pi.ittoiaii ) we read :
" '1

\icnv (jver the I']iiL;lish C
llu; popular Koyal watt!rinL;-j

he down coinmani s a WKJe
h.uiiiej in front of it, includi ne

die .f SI

where ii.enol-war an

)lace ( W'evniouth) wit!
iiioers (I'ortland

.1 fr

and its roadstead
i,y:a*es are anchorial etc. If

uc will examine this descripti

we shall find it true to thi' lett

)f-

ption 111 the huht of to-dav
.<M- : exceptiiiL,^ that the

men-of-war ,uid frigates are now represented Ijy
cmisers, I )re.ulnou!J:ht

r

s, and t()rp('do boats.
his IS wliere the re\-iew t. ikes pl.ice

; tin;

now 11 1 residence at C/oiiic^tcr Lod<'L\ ridt^s

horseback to witness it, .and liis ))resen
with consternation bv some of his

;inq;,

III) on
ce IS \'iewe(|

lo\al subjects, who
lea r lest \\v. should fill into Napcjlecui's clutches; f(

one of the spectators d(;clares : "Crj
or

cou Id

oiicc'ster

)e surrounded, and (i( orsje and Cdiarl(

.ode,^

ould '

>tte carried
Hit on his hat, or she her rcil iloak

he review —histc)ncallv accurate

oil hefort; Ik; c

md pattens

aas .1 iiK. lister one of the first years of the nineternth
:eiitury

;
the line is said to have exp aided threi; miles.

con-

(,'re

pkaeaii is suthcient to accommodate a vast
course of people; -.s suace is divided
l)V s tone wall

hep' a lid th
s composed ('ither of thin iipri(,dn slabs

or of rubble stone built with tiry joint

riic down—S(j little alter ed m Us
'0



'iiN' \\i-:ssi:v ()]. Ill, ,^, \^ 11 \Ki)\-

'''-^ '-"••" '"'"iv ! nulil.iry caiiij, piuhcl ;,n.l Mriuk
"l"".i n filler ihrn

:
its siirlacc has Ihu',, sn.n.l l,y ij,,-

iK'ofs ot L^aily raparisoiic.l char-vrs. as. carli.r, i-v ilu'
'""' "' "n'iviiis.-.I inaa; l„ii it pn.l.aMv n.vr,- longed
'"' -•'> '" ^^''^ ^" lliiH.U |H,|ui|,,i.-.l ,,'s in [1„. .lavs
''.'"", ^"•"'^'- 111. was k,„.^, ,,,,,1 \vi;,,, ,1„. ,|,,,-,|

•^'r"'''"'>- •fli-il in h-( nciiiy .it niaiiLiinl," was dailv
•'M"' l-'l I" run his llal-h, .timn,.,] l„,ats ,,ii th.- ImmcIi
tiiii Ii\ ill \ ii'w 111 its siimmii.

Staiidin- here, iiinrr than ^-x) fc<'t a.l.ovi' ihc sea
with ihr aid of a -lass \\c (an inak<' diii a Jai-,- nimil,,','
"I !li<' sp(<ts ni ih»- snrroiindiiiM ,,,nnti\ win.?, f,,.,!,-,- in

;.'" ^\v;^^""^
''"^-"^^ "^'' \..\a-ls. Ti„: A,;. ,y ,s//,,„,.;.,

'"'^- "'''^'-
'

^\ll-'''' o'^ ll'<: sca.Mur south ,>i' i,s • ijopf
^"^••- '"i'' ''" 'i'-'i ••li'l th.' Ua.vaiv hi.l.l,,, !n„n I's
ami onlv thr c;astlcl(.un iici-his, uith th<- h.rt ..Jinuin-
dx.vc, aiv conspicnous. Ih-tu, , n ii. aii.l thr i,Iaiid
iifs C rcs/,>;/ SZ/orc

: almost ,,t our Tc- ,, the litt'.-
rhmrh m IWnmnilH-, marking th.: resting -place of
',''>'"'-^ *"'"^'- ""' M.itthiiis I'ina an.l his comrad.-
.^ur-pni^ urstuard with tho snn. th.^ narn-u n. vk of
l"!'l'i''s that ronii.rts Portland u,th tia- mainland
c-omos m, 1,,1-nimu; a portion of thr Ch.sd Moarh ni<l
"'"'~^'-'' "" ll;-' '••'-I I'V I'ortland ko ,d., ,,n the urst
I '\ I K iul-iiiiiii ^ />,iv.

''^''-'.'''' ^" "^ '^ t'l'- l^"y.ll Wal.TMlr pla. r ,,| ti„-
drama, its blue hay roundinr;- hdorc itfjio) 'Ihi- di
<nn- -lasses ^^v can distinguish thr esplanadr, (,Aunrs7u-

;Y''^'',''

''" '^'"-' residence--aiow the ( doncestrr
''""'- ""' "••ir It thr statu.- ,.f the kin... Ti,,
.\.-lii<- protru.les int.. ih.' 1m\

. lustilviii'^ its n.mie
';:"''"''• t" 111- ri-ht we .an -,.,' „;,„,. olnnp.ses<,l

";',^ 'I'-^i' l'"'.Kh, whi.ht.Tminafsat Ahhotslniry- the
.l0/n>/.sca .,t Wrss.vx n.Mn.aulatnn- whose 'act,, ,1

pnsita.n is mark<:d i.v St. Katharine's Chapel <,n ih.-
lid "t th.- sni-'t nam.-. /W/;am. or IN.riisham, tli.-

'"""• •'"'' I'irthplaee o| Capiam llardx, jirs a trill.-
'""•'' "• "- I'Ik'11. I.H.kino up th,- \\a.id,,n X'al.-
(the scene l..r the pocan (-niitK-d " Tii,- ' '

•

J.So
aci- ni'j
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1' \vi:ssi:\ oi" THOMAS iiardv

S(;nsc"), we sec the -riin dulliiic of lUaih'oii with the
I lardy Monumciii loppin- ii tVdiii \vhi\li spot uprose
<'" lii'.icoii ll.mics w liich Kwiir l.cforc u-, in the next.
seem;. ( )iily tin: hci^lu n| KidMcuav prcvnils us
Irom looking; on MmJoii

; hut we cni distinguish ih(j

notched outh'lK: of lii^Oitr-nini, Vax in llic '"distance.
/'iiiini/cry lies ri,L;hi over Piinio:',r l.roit /-'ic/,/, and
close to it Cirs/cr/>i/\/i;i\ i\ur north. Here and iherr
we cui trace a sni.ill section of Loii.^; Asli l.aii'', luit

especially where it rises to Iii:iiuy CrowsLi ir. Houni,
(in its way to /.(//.

Still carrying oin- !^a/e in the same dii-ection we
li,L;lit on Mc/hUhk (diurch., and the -rcat house in

kiiaf-'icaUi- /'ark. '\"\\v western portion of /:-,/,);/

Jlea III lieconies conspicuous, with kaiid)arro\\ s stand in"
"^'^ -^t' dv, hacked hy th.e )\,lhaiy \\'oods\ while
"'"'''" 'i<' ilii- ! room-watered meadows, pmid
which .,e cai just discern the roofs of lllooius- l-.iid

and the (]nicl ll'oman Iin/. ISulharrou is in the
distance heyond, and tar away rises the hilhiouii of
Sl/aslai. Still fcU'ther round, and we come upon the
viIla,L;e of S/i,llc/onl; then Ldyfte Clump and P., re
Hill, and hehind that C/'/vc/.//'///, 'where the fair is held,
and hehind that .i-,iin the hills that shut out SI/of/.s/oi\l
I'onini. Kinju over U'cllhridoc ue see the piUtery
chimiKjy which is close to . hiollury, with a widi'
stretch of /:V</(W Ilia/I/ hrtweeii us 'and it; hehin

'

Aiiylcbury is Ilavciil^ool its harhour olitlerini:; in the
-sunlioht

; and away in the iartlistance is the sliimmerin<'-
-reen haze that marks the Crcat l'\>i\s/.

\)w east ot us .are the uiuhdatini; Chaldon Down;,
and h('\ond ihem we c.m see Xine-Harrow i )own,
uherr it dips to Cor:rsoa/^• Casllc. I'reston I lill hides
Oxiccll IIII 'I Irom us, also tl;.- viila-c of Xrtlin-
Moynloii:. hut llolworth stands out holdK, .md from
it we can tr.ux; the position of Luh/vad Cove.

1 he litth scene of the second act t,d-;es us to Rain
harrows (211). jhis is the spot win. ii formed such
an oft-recurring hackground in •The l^'Unn of tlie

2Sj
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Mil \\i;SSi:.\ ()! IIIOMAS lIAkDV

ilili^^uiu sranh we ni,i\- hlili I'md somr Imt, ,,11.

1

'^^t' '"'• •"''! "I i'"' wiMc visi.i uhi, ji ,\i(ii,K Im'Cu-c

In inil..in-. u- ill th,- tMll,,uin- passai^c :
'• S, uncihiii- in

^'"' 'v' "' ''" ''"1-11'"^^ lll'l lll(' |HTS(ill,lllly MTtllr
s|)()l imparts a -,(ns,: ,,t' miintcrniiUcl space' .n, .iiikI,

ill'- \ K'W l.y ,la\- cMcii.liiio tn.m the dills of the l.^l,'

"I W i,-lii .•astuani in | Hack, I, .11 Mill hv I )r,„l,nan'.s
l>i\ w'^luanl. and soiiih across ihc \alic\- ot the
';''""" ^" ll"- li'li^n- tliat screens the tl-.aniiel/' .M \ve
*"'"'' '" •'"• t"|' "'" Kaiiil.arr.AV t..-(la\ we can, in a
clear aim. .sphere, .hsiin^m>h each ..t ili.'se p.,ints,
L-xceptniL; only the chits of the Is].' of Wi-ht, whiill
an; shut out Iroin us hv a growth of trees on ,'. mere
distant part ,,| /;,.,/„;, //,;////. |usl as on T.iiu ..mhe
Down, so hire we c.in idenlifv inan\- of those places
whu-ii we have already examined ai close ([u-irlers ;

) <///>.urv Wood hides from lis the hills which surroun(i
.ll'bol s L:T,U/, wlK'i-e the Cerii. Ci.ml is cut out oil
the trrassy hill-side. I"o the eastward is Kmoshcr
/////__lhe spot towards which one of the heacon
kcep<Ts was continually directin- his -a/e

; and just
Ix'hmd 11 rises al)ov(; th,. tree-tops the towei of ( h,ir-
borou^h -the //:, .n,d IWrr of " I'w,, ,,ii ,1 Tuwer.
I lie tumuli which top r.incomhe Down are e.isilv
distin-uisliedi

;
and fnther to the west we cm trai i-

th<- l<)nu- strai-lu white n.ad leadin- up to the top o|
the Rid^ew.iy, wh(M-e we were standim- in the lii st

scene. I'arts of Caslcrhridoc are op, ii'to us, and to
th'' 'Mstward of the town we ..htain a -liinpse ,,f th''
.L;ul.les .xn.\ chimneys <,f Max C.ate -the resideiic.' of
'_'ui- author the M.ix turnpike-road passin- clost; beside
!'• >'l''*I^^l"n 11111 and the llardv .Monument arc also
in si^lu.

lioth there and on l<iii<^sbcir Hill {2 1 j) were stored
neks ol dry fuel, ready to kindle when the si-nal was
i;iveii, and we shall ivmeinher that the l.eacondse<M,ers
WlTl' 1/ 111 t: i( 1( !• il ,K •,, . I'f.jf ,. I C' 1 1 .

," \^"•"^.L.u ar) i;: '.ViiUii SjyO'i. tiii\ ()i;iji,i

284
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Till". \\'i:ssi::\ oi- i nomas i iakdn'

lo watrli I,,
I

ihc M-n,,l. l-lx- .ulvcnl ot Mix Ciiilc
"" ''"• ''•"low 1,(1 t,. th,. rcciMl (if somr (.t the siintT-
slUioiis cui-iviit n-anlm;^ X,i|.olc,,„ ;

••
'I l„.v s,iv that

I-' li\«-s upon hninan llch. .md has rashers ./ l.al'.v Inr
I.rraktast -Inr all th.;u,,rM 'ik.- tli.' C.Tncl (ilam in
"''' "i^K-nl tim.'s' " -I'hrn ,,^ n,,u ihr invstcry ccju-
ccriimL; th.- ( iiam otCcrnr was i)i-(,t,,mul ; in' a pp'vious
rhaplri- uc have linuhcd on this matter (

-^
i ;) The

illniiiiiiatin- remark of (em riirch.'ss, '•
I \,-\ ( ome '

"
is

["Ilnwe.l \>y the imme,h-ate kiiulHii- ..fth-' kainharrnu
Ijeacon-tm-, av] this is s.ili Inirnin- when m(,rnin<.
<l;iuiis ami disL'uses ir my of the (Iweikn-.s on the coas"!
hiirr\ in- inland—as in the traditional accounts.

Iloih thefn-st scene of the fourth act and the seventh
scene ol th.- lifih act are sta-ed at Wevnu.uth. In th.-
former U(t are introduced to 'a room in the red l.rick
l\"\-.d residence known as (doncest<-r LocIljc "

( :; i }

)

A footnote tells ns "this weatherd)eai.-n old l.uildin-
thoii-h now an hotel is hut little altered." The descriie
tK.n of thr vari-a:s features visible from the windows of
th(: l.uildm- !s :,o comprehensive as to necessitate no
ck.noration on the part of the present wriic-r. A (crtain
w ndow in th<- front of tht; house us.-d to be pointed out
as l.cin,<;- the one froni which the kin.i,^ was wont to -a/e
on th<' crowds that promenaded the esplanade or played
th(;ir old-tnne oanies on the ycdlow sands below. I lere,
at his tavourit(' summer resort, we find the kino dis'
cussino- matters .if coocmu slat.t impo-iance witl? I'itt
aiul m th.' cours.' of ihinr meetin- the kins^r nfVrs t.i

"i.ord Nelson's captain I lardv— whos.'" old home
stands m the peacehil val.- hanl by us here " \\V
have alr.'ady visited Captain i lardv in his home at
t ortisham when in imagination we 'ourneved there
with I'm.I) I.ov.-day in the book .niitled"" The Trumpet-
Major '^(_m 5). \\V are further interested in " Nelson's
Hardy ' by reason of his consan_<,r„;nitv with our author
althou-h th.; kilter's immediate foreJK-ars were at that
lim.- resident a Ion- distance from i'ortisham.

I h(! sec. md time thai \\ . \!n.,.i.t!! iu^^,: !..!'..:-.= :,-

286'



I III. l)^•^•\s^s

* t

-Mt. Iin: (iiuiLKMi k H.iiKi,, \\Kv.M..Lrii.

(IIS-

1);

-'•>—<'AI'! A!>. ! !,'



riii: \\i;.^si:x ( )!• i iiom \,s ii \\<\)\

as a l)ackmrMiiii(l in iln- present loi.L is ulicii uc(i\(i-
Ii'.u- ,1 comcrsalidii liei\\(;cn some of th' lioatmcii .iiul

llir Iniri^hcis in an .iiiciciit liosid near the h.irlMiiii-.

calliul tlic: ^Vy /u'owv /;/;/. I his inn is still discoxcr-
al)lc, close In ilii- 'pi.iy on the dthcr side of the h.u-lnuir-

l>riil-<'. with its l\li/,ilie[h,ni ilel.iiis .it iIh- Ij.k k ; Lnt its

Iriiiil has \n'cn nKMlemised to .i laref cMciU. and unnld
|ir(>l)al)ly li<' S(,nrel_\- rcco-iiis.ililr \>y its lialutm's ot the
e.niy nnieteenth ((•ntiiry.

Our inu-resl now cciUres in the smik- on heard die
I'u/ory, a:ul it is with feclines of s'ljeninitv ih.u \v(;

ircatl the scjf-saiiii; deck u\\ uhi(li \( kmi ,,nd ilaixlv

paced. l.yiii,L; at rest ni I'ort ^iimiith ilarhnnr, and
anchored iiearK midway htUMen !'< iri^ea and (

'is])Mrt,

its old-\v()i-|d a|i|ie n-.nu'- is strongly inteiisilied hv ((ui-

trast Willi tile inndern battleships \vhi( h nia\ he seen
ahn(i,t alon!_;side the old relic o| d ralal^;.!!' ( J i <>). Near
it is moored the .H'uiia— tlie lio.it in wiiicli nneen
Victoria crossed to the Island, and the List ho.it on
whiih sjle sei tool -while jlisl inside it rides the
Royal \ ,uhl. Ihiis the I'utorx is siniownded 1)\-

hononrahle t:ompanions that ha\c taken [lart in !iiaii\

a liisiorN'-makniL;' episode.

We miL;lil \\ell wish that the lamons ship had noi

been tampered with, that this memori.il to one oi

I'. n eland s L^rea test men had keen
|
ireser\ ed to ns intai t.

and williMiii lieiiiL; sultjecled to modein ulilisalii ms. Its

employ ini III as a iraininL^-shii), kowe\cr, has neressi-

taled man\' alterations, and, we see a s<Mnev\hat ruthless

disret;ard tor the oKl in order to m,d^e room lor the
nil xlern

1

111 making; our way troin the Hard lo the ship we
may either select a Imat at haphazard, or iii(|uiie lor

one S.imuel Muni, ,i direct desceiiikml ol one di

Xelsoa's crew. S,miU(Ts erandlalher ser\-ed on Iniard

till' / liloiy, and. pro\idet! tile (.Id iiiaii Is in tkie liunioui

tor yaniiiiL;-, he will lell us stories and di-iails kiaiukd
down to him ky his ;^r,mdkither, tales which seem to

bridge \\\x\<- :^^^\ u: t-.k- US back to ike verv da^:, when
j8S
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lh<- / /</('/;r u.is ( ii)\vclL-t! uitli 1iim\(- aiul (.-aj^cr imn,
who looked oil tlieir captain uitli a tcLjard that .ilniosi

aiiioiiiuiil to reverence.
( )n hoard, we still sccrii to inlial<' the afniosi.here

siirroiiiuhnj; Nelson and i iardy and llu;ir ;^a!lant men
On the main deck, closv: to the skylii,du<>f Nelson
cahin. is tht; hrass tablet inarkint,' the spot when; he
fell. I liert; is Hardy's cahin, and within it the harge,
presented by Oueen \'ictori.i, in which his bodv was
conveyed from (ireciivvich to Whitehall >>n its w.iy to

St. Paul's for burial. Many interj-stini,' prints, maps,
and paintings are to be seen in the cabins, inchkiint,' ;i

picture of the tle.ith-scene executed from a drawing
made on the voyage home ; it is heavily framed in oak,
which was once part of the shii.. The llonr ..f tlir

low<T deck is the mi-iiial one: n tli

shi lun ihe i.il

.iri'

< ml

cockpit \\i

I'l'' oil u liK li the uoiiniicil were laii

ready l( ir the surncoiis.

Here, we re.id ill Act \. I'ar! 1. of t''e book Ixlnre
us, in this •• low-beamed dei k " were the wounded men.
"some -ro.iniiiL;, soiin' sileiitU d\in-. some de.id.'

l"he cockpit is still lielued by chm lanterns, .^i\ in- it

a stringe; appe.irance of r-'l ab'iliiation, .md b) the taint
glimmer we see the pile i.. wreaths which ;lre placeil
there .innually on tlie j i st ot ( )ctober by Nelson's
descend, mts, m aikin- the place ulu,-re he lav and con-
versed will) Ibn-dy, and where his final words were
spoken.

'1 he action now turns to l.ontion, then to \\'(;)-mouili
onct; more, and, tor a short scene, to Sliockerwick
House. We find this grand old hoiis( , surmimdcd b\
its picturesque? scenery, about tour miles from li.itli.

h was formerly the seat n\ the Wiltshire finiilv. and
the I'iiiure Gallerv forms tin? background against
which I'itt and Wilt.sh.ire stand .Hit in tlie sixiJi act

of this Part (21;).

I'-.^c,',,,, ,n t),., ; „ 1:,
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ot aciion \\i- come to that ol Ihtiitoicr Liiwii. L astir

bridi^c. \\ ( were close btsidc its original (
!•OiJiiij^ton

(ireen) when \vc witi' rxjildrin^r ih,- tonntrx' ot " Thi-

Mayor ot" Castcrhridwc." li is still ,111 open space, hut

its environs have been enci"o,u:lu'il on and altered since

the- tl.ite when the i)ont"ire was lighted and the ettigv of

Xapoleon hanged on a rough gallows and hurried. We
an^ tohl that a huge crowd hat! assenihled troin all parts

to witness the pageant. ( )ne man had coinc troui

Stoiircas//c— appi-o\iinatt-l\ .Stuianinsfr \f\\ ton—

a

distance of mon^ than twenty miles, w hile many familiar

faces are brought hi-lore us as \\t; ga/e in imagination

at the throng. Ihc old \icarage, against the garden
door ot which the \i(ar is representeil to Ix; leaning, is

the iv\'-shrouded house now standing oi)posit(; the new
vicarage (2 1 8). .\s the flames rise; up they illumine

"the grey tower of l)urno\-er church liard hv "
(219),

and it requires litilr imagination toenahli- us to picture

th(; sc(,'ne, and even to think we liear the hu/zas and
shoutings of the excitetl crowd which is gatheretl

round th<; tiri". It ma\" he mentioned that, according

to the ( ).\ford 1 )ictionarv, hontire is prohahK- a tor-

ruption of bonefire and originally signified a tire of

bones. The burning ot an efhgy.seems to he- a rdic of

pagan sacrifices, when proplt: were burnt ali\'e in

ord(M- to appease the wrath ot the gods.

The entrance of tin; mail-coach, bearing the stirring

news that .\apoleon liail been given up to public

vengeance ,md that "anvbodiv may take his life in any
way, fair or foul," ic;uN us to the end of the, scene.

The effigy is "blown to rai^s," for tin.' tlam(?s have
reached the powder: the crowd disperses; the band
marches away i)laying "When War's Alarms" (an ,iir

of the date) ; and, to cjnotc: our author's words, " the

fire goes out and darkness curtains the scene."

29::
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" IIMI '> I.\( i.IIINi,->-1(_)(.;KS
"

In this poc-m wc can follow im-ntaliv in thr invul of tiic
restless sojouriK-r as he passes uiuler the <rateuav of
the barracks at Cas/c-r/>n)A'r (,,0). and, descendino 'the
lli,:;li Stn.t, walks over the " i)attered brid-e."

' We
have many linies tollowed this rouie, particularlv when
ue were exanunnio- the siirroundin^^s in " The M avor of
Casterbnd-e." where this i,ridu( -C.rev's I5ridire— also
!i-urt-d Dorchester h.is of course alt.-red v'erv con-
siderably snice i\v- 'A.rties. when Henchard was
ima-nird as Mayor, but even t,.-dav we mav obtain
s()me idea ot (W L\,s/cH>n<^^r, if ,,.^ .-i,.,^. j^ :,j ^^j,,,^^
wnen folk an; abed and asleep and our footsteps echo
noisilv on the worn nagston.^s of the Ilicrh Street
(.reys r.rid<re, Inhh i 748, teems with associations; it

Ireqnentlv becomes tlx- •• Hridi^r,. ,,f Sicrhs " in t'

Wessex Novels and Poems, for it has fwnred ma,,
times as the spot where those oppressenl in spiri't
p.u.sed to contemplate the alternative to continued
'-Mstence.

Ci-ossinir the hridtre. the solitarv man continues up the
•lonely Lane of Slyre" towards Waterstnne Rid<>e (-21)
I his road, too, we have travelhx!, when we j\7urneved
u ith Ikirthen m his carrier's van towards Lomrpuddk
Hut when we reach th.' ap.-x of the long incline we
le^lVe tin-' hiirh r(-i;ii] \,\ /..It,_,.. , ... . ,,t.^

^93
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riMi: -^ I..A re ixc-stocks"

a'lK.'s.s

;rey

t(i sficcp

,i,a-assrtl, w iHi-f uc come upon the barrows- " iinme-
"i'""',il hiiHi-al pilrs"— scatt(,-rrcl here and there, some
showm- their ancient shape, ethers welhii-.h levelled
with the o round. It ue search dih-entlv Tve can find
.1 iH.imdary-stone of some si/e, now hah-hnried and
ov(-ri;rown. hut imdouhr-HUy deservintr th<- title of
"sars.-n." Where it orioinallv came' from we can
"Illy conjecture perhaps from tlie Wiltshire downs
where the hill-sides an<l valleys are thick with them'
and wh-r<. they have earned the name of 'the.
wethers from their sunL;x-,ti\-e Ijk
Iva'nt; at rest.

'*~',^'' ^v.iyfirer's visitant lived "b.-Iow there in the

Y,
' •'"'' ^^•' "^^y 'i'^*^ to [.icture her residence as the

'•Id farmstead c.dleil Muston, once ;i manordious(' (222).
lie wakes when tlu' sun is risincr, when it Ma/ed
h-om "the Milton Woods to I )oie- hill"—two pro-
mmences which rear themselves out of the \ale i<. the
north-ea- and north, and which can lie readily dis-
tinguished h-om this sj,ot. And then in fancy \ve see
him retracing his steps, descending the hill, recrossinjr
the •• battened brid-.-," ai ent.-rm- the -.itewav iA
the barracks.

A TkaMIWi IMAX"'-

If we will follow till- tracks

1sA(.j:i>\-

M\ l.incv-iiian, .md jccriiiLi lohii,

And Mother Iax-. and I

took on an eventful day. we shall need to climb .some
<>t the ,-reatest heiolus of western Wessex and dip
down mto some ol its lowest levels. .Such a course
will bnn- before us scenerv of e.\ce<'dinL; beautv and
di\crsit\-.

The road which leads from Dorchester to Crcnv-
k'-rne passes thnuioh Maiden .Xewton. and clim!)s
Whitesheet Mill. Leavin- Crimmercrock J.ane on
onrn-ht hand, and passing- He-nvill Lane on the top of

ird:';- Gap, some
I oiler I )own ( 2 -' :\ u.- ^ri,,n f,.w-l, W.-

'->:>
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ii.'^

riMii .'icic (iiii- road
three miles iVdin L'rew kerne

( j_\i ). l-roin !

IS practically diK- north
:
we pass "sad Sed..e- M.n.r

"

chm, ''th,. toilsome I'oldon crest," and in due course
r-.-ch Marsh.dl's I-hn, the sre„,. of ihe imaeined
tra,:^edy

(
JJ5).

1 his inn has now become a tarnidmuse
Its hccnc; havintr dropped thirtv or more years a-o li
sunds at the crest of the nd-ewav. ahovc the villaue
ot the same name, just ,a the j-nction of five roa.TsA won,lerhil view extends tnmi this point, ih<- moors
lyiner below to the' Westward, ,uid ( dasto,,] ,„--v Tor
rismg out of the v.all.'y northw.irds. The old swiiVMn^r
sign, I.e.ann- a picture of the battle of Sed-(Mmjor
has entirely disappeared, though it is still ivmtanbered
by some ot tht; older inhabitants.

r"or months previous the ([uarKtle had wandered
iiere and there, m the CrcaU-o! cs/-ihv Xew 1-orest
once the chiet haunt of -ipsvdolk,--throuoh • Hlack-
moor wide "-the X'ale with wh,ich Hardv rea<k-rs are
very lamihar as -the Wile of th<' l.iitle Dairies"—cro.ssm- the l',.n-et, dimbin.i; the Mendips, fordin'r
the \eo— the stream that runs besid.' the town o{
V eoyil and ,<r,v,.s its name thereto,- and thence throu.di
ttie Alarshuood b'ens.

'^

•Some of the -'lone inns" visited .^re still in <-\ist-
ence. Km-s Staj^- was burnt dour, about fifteen
years ago, and its site is now tilled bv .some modern
cottages. Nearly opposif, at the potte-rv, we mav
see the post h-om which its sien depended, but thl-
sign was blown down ,1 short time back •

it is stii!
preserved, howc'\-er, and then- is a i-roposition afoot
to have 11 repaired and erected at the cross-roads close
I'V. Hie .sign depicts the hea-l of a stag with a collar
round its neck, and on it is the; following doggerel:—

\Vhen Juliu.s Qvsar reigned here
I wns hut then a little deer

;

'''\ hcti juiius Cajsar reigned King
Aicund my neck he jnit this ring.

Whoever doth nie overtake,
I'rav .s[)are my life for C:vsnr's s.ike.

J9.S
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I

Imhl^^'s .St,i,<; was oner famous for it.s Mupolc; tin;
ivvrls stu-tcd on JLiiu- II aii.l l.istr.i tor ilirc-- days,
'liinii-- winch tiiiu- iH'opIr |]..(k,.(l from iar and lu-'ar,'

iiid lh<' ..Id inn ovrrlloucd with xisiiors to Mich aii
'Mfiii that many had to he rchis.-d acLomniodatioii.

W'mdwhistl'- Inn -.mother lialtiii--i)lacc of the four
characters ia the tra-<'dy~- staii. is ' about four mil.'S
h-om Ln:\vl<criie on tln' roatl icach'n^ to i-.xct.-r (226).
It was once a noted postin-diouse. and still |;res('rv<-s
many ot its old-time characteristics, includin-.- the
hi^irh-backed settles in th-- kitchen. It uas also hnnc'd
as a favourite haunt of cert.iin hiL;ln\avm.-n

; its

isolated position no doubt mad(; it an' excellent
r-ndezvoiis. Manv stories are still told of the -an*.-
who met there. .\n old well---now foundered In—
us<;d to be pointed out as the hiding-place wherein the
bodies ot the victims were thrown.

' The I lorse on 1 lintock (ireen " is discoverable in
th<.' W hit'- Horse at Middleniarsh one of the villaocs
th.it -o^ to com])l(,-te the Ifiutocks of •'The W'o'od-
Ianders"(227). It is a picturescjue buildini^r ,.f ueather-
worn l,rick

; the- tiled roof is laid to a pattc-rn ami the
tiles themselves are moss--rown, the chimiu-vs are
massiv<- and elaborated with dentil courses under the
COpilUL^rs.

1 he co/y house at W'vnvard's Clap" aforesaid
'I'-serves that titk- to-day

; it 'lies close to the road
just att(T w<- begin the desc(-nt ^^{ the hill towards
Lrewkerne.

The "hut renowned on IJredv Knap" has lon<>-
ceased to be an inn. though the fabric remains. It is
casilv discovered on the roadside between Dorchester
and Hridport.

It was at Iv€i-chcsfci\ the old name here used for
Ilchester. that th(= hanging is supposed to take place
I he gaol was built in iiNS. The towns decadence
was pe-rceptibly helped by the introduction of railwavs.
the hue leaving flchester out oi count; but until th'eii
it ionued :; goud centre for agriculturai trading, situated
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as It IS on the mar^^'n of tli.' moors, uIkt.- \.ist licrcis
ft c.Utlc n;r;i/c. It^ iii.irkct dates Imin
Conquest. Tlic river \ Co or '

-aoi. we
its lialc( )ii\

i)i-torc tliti

\'<-l n;iis closr Ix'sitic
tlir town, aa.l n-lil .,n its hank stoo.l ili,. s.ii.l roiiniy

nia\ still sr,- the h,in-iii--rhanil)rr with
Inun uhit-1) ihr xictim was laiuu-hcd forth

to sum- ov.T thr river (jjS). \(,t tar troni the thriv-
in,t4 toun .,t \-.-ovil, iJchcst.T is a slc'pv, old-u.u'ld
I'l.K-r, saturated with a toclin- i^\ nstfiihirss which is
not l,,.t on ihr slranu,.,- who visits it. A j-ictiircscnir
cross stands in the inarki't-phicc, erected to ensure lair
deahn- h.tweer. laiyer and vtMidor, and just behind it

is thr hah wherein niindu-rless prison. -rs were tried
and cndenined. Away h-oin th<' t(Avn ^tretcli the
\vid<; moors, e.xtendine- westwards to the Bristol
Clianiud.

(ihistonl.ury. or Claston 'iwelve Hi.Ks. which also
monies mto this poem, is a tciwn ot' .d.sorhin- inter(^st
to tlu- archa'ologist

; its Tor, on.e an iskmd, hut now a
P<'n!nsii]a hemmed in on three sides hv the ri\(T Drue,
Is visihle h-om many miU^s distant {22(j). \\\- must
not p.uisc to examine the town in det.iil, hut a tew of
its main features may he enumerated. The alihot's
kitchen i-ractically all that remains of the domestic
partot th.M.nce famous .ahhey— is a curious and unique
buildm.s^; outside the walls are s(iuare, the inside is
octae-onal. and th(- corners are filled in with fireplaces
and chimneys. The Chapel of St. foseph is transiti,,nal
work ot the tweltth century. The Great Church
the longest in the whole country, measured 410 teet
trom east to west, and wa.s 80 feet in width in the
nave,

1 h(; Cdastonbury Thorn is sujjposed to have
been i)lantetl by Joseph of .\rimathea, who, on his
arrival, stuck his staff into the uronnd

; it took root
and grew, antl is .said to be a distinct varietv, llowerimr
twice a year.

' ^

M-.ny and interesting ,ire the legends associated
with Glastonbury, one of the most curious beint^ that
joscpu 01 .vrimatnea, the leader ot twelv c: apostles

!Oi
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I

N

-III Irom (i.iul \>y St. I'lii II'.

licrc, a sinal

lll'l till'. .:|_;ll

iii.m\ iiilLifima

waltlf

crcciccl th(; iii-st church
'I lllll|(|m<r.

th-- Mi. 1,11,. A;

1- roiii car
;^'s, It was th.-

ly

scene of

lniu;s,

A SlNhW .Moi;m\,, li. A(,i;ii\-

his poem tlci-ciiik |,.r its Ija

« /
'ci/i\ a locah'ty which fij^rurt-s in " Cru'stotl Ch

ck.^roiiiicl uii /'y,/i/

where ih
<U

"• adioinui; vilL
iractt-rs.

\ilckrciithiti(.' are I

igrs of I'yilclhintoii aiul
knowM to us uiuUt the joint nam

i LirnopHtWe. It was in the; church of tl

these parishes thai i lie hail

Stances reputt;(i to lie veracious (2^0)

ns were called, in ci

e
le lornicr of

rcum-

Hi;Ki;i-r

h'- ( aiUrbridire features hire
notice-' have ah'eaciv b

iM^JUi'hi to (Hir
een examinei /

IS more or less akin to I'onlin-ton M
Grey's Bridge has been id

mover Lea
oor

: whil,'

'iitined man\- times.

C i;Ari:s Kimixkss
It was at /

that th

nmiiicrw or else at 'J cn-haldu-.s W,
e misoi-A-mst of this

en-

^•\M Ills toi-i\- xcars dT m.urii

ironical j)oem thought t(

'ir 1 oimiihurw weir is a

nonial infe'licitv. /

weather, and a ra-in- torrent aft

deep dark silent
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pool in fair

;i I.

escar[)ments of 1

It lies

is re.u:h(.-d most easily trom the .Sherl

1 oundbury Cam]) and
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Jorne- road out of

-si,-ht of Grev's Hrid'

!< we'ir in the V r. lom

us as the hole when'in Henchard,
of Cast
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•nTKl-e, IS mi.njined to hav(-
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in " The Mavor

y iloatiiu'' oil

ride (232

th e inorninL;' followin,

watched h

th

IS

e skimmii\-
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.iiithor's mtrtlKKls Il-.hI

th
s us to

oni tree- was lu-fon- hi

tact the cas<

root|)ath N-adii

1' 1(1111 I
j

lu: across

ICI

^u|)|josc that .1 particular

I" his was in

I'mpi khatiipton then,- is a

m as he wrote

< hiirch, aiui

which strike us

.Illusion

LTc wc can am: old lliorii tree
as reasoiiahly typical.

to Stinsforcl

s, man) of

A I I IK Tin: Ci.ri! Danck
Black on Irowiis east oii Maid on.

local pronunciation of HIackdown, ih^
Troin which the Hardv .M

ath

('// IS a

\

w i t

rh-

li'ii'h lo the toi) of the .M
II .1 Mia(,niiticfiu outlook

: the N
nonshire co.ist on the oth
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I rears itself (233).
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onumeii
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irounii M-^ 111 ih(
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eedl(;s on one hand
;

<T
; .111(1 all the iiiter-

theeye main
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arc several
It the liim
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'"rchester, we pass close hesitie th.a

u lien

" 111.-

e ,111(1 can

as in

I)
\elrai 111', our

uorl wnich. accordni" to
iMVe Ivcn the

recent researcl
arhicve!iu:iit

Nteps l(j

ancient earth-

1. .ippcars t(j

iistory. .viid if \\r turn our
V. or two,mil

hour o

ot the f

ail'

'>! three distinct epochs of
,i;a/e li.ick after other

1 tiu

It hapix-ns to !,.. II, Mr the .M;tt
e sun, u(,' snail then oht.iin a t

ing

let that
rue impression

stil lUst as It did in the

iJlaeU on Irowiis east on Ma

/ii/tw of Ptolemy,
nen J/cl/Wton \\

idon

s the

•\ WiiK Waits

1 he " Club-room mentioned here has been swept
away. h stooc o„c,. facing on to North .Square
be-tter known to I lardy readers as Jht/l-stakc Snuarc

"

which
'

"

Mayor of Lasterbridtre

m
guise It comes before us rep.jutedlv \v. 'F'!,<.

W e read in a footnot< that
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TIMH'S LAUGHIXG-STOCKS

I describeci. '

I)ut, ilianl

)i>\v (where the wife waited) IS not now so

Countv M usenm, the

s to the jircseni Curator of the
old name as been replacec

A I Tik Tin: F AIR

W are stil in tlu' \'i)rte\ of the I )

olden times.

U7n'h' //ijrL (,

^/cps

theiu:

is the

\\(.'

oiit.iicn-kcl P/a
rcy s

ia\ e

orch(^ster
///<• C, vss, y/u

>n</ov, ami the ///:;// Sirat—
rc.idy (explored

; C/oc/c-corucr
"Illy k^ature forei-n to us, .md this si.ot

lias been alt'-reil too completelv to all
<uiy points ot similaritv het
now l(,'ad Into the Corn hlxchange

ow us to trace
wi'en It and th<; steps which

Tin: H < iMi:-i I niixi ,

Th
th(

sccn(;ry h<;re :s pcxuli.u-ly appropriate to tht
^•ine ot tlie poem. Toller Down was ch

luthcjr with due reo;ard to effect. I

osen bv our

spot, ciuite- sufficient

f(

t IS a Ionesome
itseit to explain the utt

vA'Mw^ of isolation which ijripped the brid
iiitrocluction to t

thither f

on h

er

er
le Wind-swept upland (2;,4). C

rom A-v/ (/.:. Yeovil, th
impressed. If we \ isit Toller I)(

oniino-

wmter we shall h,

ourselves tli(- truth contained

contrast is further
own -11 the autumn or

I'-e httl(; tlifficulty in proviiur to

ti()n o f th. >pot. Tl
in our author's tlt-sc:rin-

le
ilrivmn^ before it e\(n-vtl

knif(.' ovi r tht; ridi

throuirh th(

joisterous wiiul, howlino-,
I'lii^ movable, cutting like'li

:es, h)rmino- a concentrated drauo-ht

C
\allevs and

M,
rimmercrock s

,1,

cuttint,fs, hurries awav clown
ontr |;ine —the road leadin"- from

iiden Aeuton to Kampish.im— st so called

A (-"lU'R( il RoM.wcF

'I"he church of Stinsiord
Uie backtrround of thi

won Id seem to serve for
s .;,)niiet-scen'', but before the

vvCie leuiuveu. ir. wu
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"TIMl'S LAUGMING-STOCKS
l)(i r(;meinl)(-a:cl that tht

a striiin- choir

(ircenwooc

music here was perlormed Ly
-just as we read of it in " Inder th'e

1 ree.

Tin: CiiKi.srK.\iN(;

As we explore the old church of" I'uddlc-town we
cannot help noticino- th.> worn "gallerv stairs." Untilabout the year ,840 the music, here 'as at Stinsford,u ..s produced by a strin,<,^ choir

( 235). I
n " the woods

atar we let .nir thou^his turn to Vellowham Woods
another teature in the tux^k just mentioned.

TiiF, l)i:.\n OiiKK

This takes us a-^in into the Mclhtock countrv ando the church of Sti.isford. The " dormered inn "'is no
lon-er the liccMise.J house of former vears. l,ut we may
trace its likeness ,n the thatch-roofed dwelling.- close to
the hndue at Lower Hockhampton (2^,). l^.ssini:
through the • Hank-walk wicket' a p:uhvv4v leads'^
Ije-side the martrm of the "crvstal Froom "

('-^r-^S)we leave ,t to mount the rise called •' Church -wav"'
-'39) ("Church Lane" elsewhere), and after passin<r
the church we continue an upward path, called here
Moanin^cr H.u 1,,. ,„„.

^,^^^,^,,^^ .,^^^ ^^,^^^^^^ ^^^^.^^^
doubtk^ss from the weird sound mad(; bv the wind is
It passes amon- the twio:s and branches 'of the clump
of ctu'stnut trees just in front. The "Mead ofMemories is, of course, represented bv
grouni! below the church.

the watered

'Idle

B\- TIIF. Harrows

,.

'"''

'^i'
^'"''" K'^up of barrows on th(^ heath

adjacent to I pp,,r H.ockhampton called Rainbarrows
in<-vitahy associated in our minds uith "The Dvnasts

''

and •• Ihe Return of -he .Xativ," but although" we
•.^•-w^::::,;: .ma kiciUiiv liiese jutting prominences we
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Till': \\"i:ssf:x oi- iiio.mas haki)\-

nuisi not l)c too litcr.il as rcs^ards llxir position, tor il

IS (n idcnt Iroin the tlcscriplioiis ol their cnxiromiK nt

ihat in our authors mind lhc\- ai'c iinai^inccl as sland-

l:\'^ in a more cciitrai portion of the /:;'(/('// waste.

1 his is so in the pucni entitled

«j

1 III l\i AIAN K( . Al).

\vh(-re the hne",is thtt [jale partin'^diniMii hair"lirinL;s

vividly hack to us the earl\' chapters ot "The Return
ot tht; Native, " where tile s.uiie simile- is employed.
I',videnc(;s ot tiiis old ro.id are hut laintK' discernihle

on the western siile of /:;'</(';/ lliatli. hut when we
iraie it farther eastw, u'd as tor instance in the

neit^dihourhood of W'iinhorne- it hetraxs itselt' ,is a

mucli more clearly m,ud<ed via and a[)pr().\im,aes

clos(dy to tint desciiption.

\

if}!

1 ; I

'rill. X'AMrilvINK I'AIK

\\'in<.:;^n'en Hill is nc-ar .S,dishurv : the Manor
Loiirt can hardK' he other than a t'lctitious presentment
ot Rushmore House; and in Sliasloiih' i v we easilv

recoLi'iiise Shaf'teshury.

Tin: Tim I'l w ri-us

Wvxv is the countrx' ot" " Tlie W'oodlanders

"

hetore us once more. No p,iriicular spot is mentioned,
hut such de-t,iil seems scu'celv neci;ssar\

. We h.ive

thoroughly t:.\pl()red this countrv .uid the Ilniii'ik

villao;es and handets, antl the po(,:m intca'c sts us more
as a remin<.ler ot the ho<ik in ([uestion than as one
\\hii:h hreaks tresh L;round tor topographical research.

Ill-: )i;ak

hai rmi ilill top" is the summit ot' the hiil on
the oUl Sheriforne Road trom 1 )orc}iester, .md from
.•^ ... 1 . . :.. Ill .1 1 1 !
'«• '• ^' o:.i,;;;i ,i w ;;;;;;:;: ui ouiIOOk 0\'( T tin; SOUtlleril

31-



•TIMHS LAUGIIIXG-STOCKS"

laiulscapes. ft is said to ,i<-rivc its iiaiiic troiu l.cino- a
t.iir or lull niilt.' long.

Tin; Xdi'.r.i; La(i\'> Tai.i;

Stinsforcl ;,-ain forms a backgroiiiul, ami in the
church we com.- ,,,,0,1 the " y.'llowin- ,„arl)lr with

240. ~-(
I M 1 1: CUMP,

tlu' pair ..f link,.,] hrarts, which forms the M.jiiumfnt
spoken ot m the poem.

^ 1 I.I.'llAM Wood's STOkN"

_

•• Coomb- I-irtrees" stand on a slight eminf>nrf.
jusi oLitsiUe tne Loomb—a grassy ewelea/e close to
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Till' WI'.SSKX Ol- lilOMAS ll.\kl)\-

I'luMlrtciU 11 and (III tile Ill.ir'^ill ol' /:;',/v/ //(I////.

"( Uilf-liill ("liiini<' is a liii^ii, wiiul-sw cjit, rii-crowncd
liill standiiii; (ni the riiii^c which scpar.itcs ihi- \Mlk.-ys

ot lh«- I'rdoin and I'ydcl, and rccoLtnisahh' as a tainihar

landmark irom loiv,; (hstanccs ( J40). |iist below is ihc
liulc hanilrt of Ld\tt'i'. " N'rU'liani \\'i)()d " scari'cly

need-, tiirthi-r ilncidation. fur it has alrcuU' t:i)nu-

bckji'c us ti"i(iiii'iul\- ill (uir cxjdoralions.

!!:
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(Rf.il ii.iino ill koiii.in lypc
; tutitimis naim-, in It.ilics)

Ahhol's Ccriiel, 271
AH|Hi(l(llo, 7<S

Altihrnhlhiiii, (>o. I \z

.4/Jtnrorl/i, 7S
Alffiilstoit, 48, 64
Alton I'ancras, 22
Air^lebiiry, 72, 23S. 240
Arnnithonie I.oii^w 244
Allulhali, 271
AtlR'lliani|ili)ii, 271

llaicomliL I)ou n, 22
iiarii l.aiif, 11
Hiini'ilk Slmn i. \-

2

Hasiii};^tokf, »J2

Hath, 42, 2CO
licaiiiiiwicr, iS

HcL-iiy { lill, 171.

licnvill l.aiiL-, 24
Here R<.i;is, 25. 44, 190
Hlic)m|istiin, 75. 120
Hiiicimilic, 1.S4

liirii-umlu- l),i«n. 147,
Kiiiihiii Alility, 10

i;i-.M I! iiiii. 145
Hlaclviliiuii, i()2, 505
HLu'kiiDor \'alc. 4, 27
Hlandriird, 34, 140
Blooms-Eiiii. 75
BuscastK'.

1 70
Himriu-iivniili,

How ami Arinw Castle, 200
Hraiiishuyit A/tiiioi -/Auu-, 29
Hrtcly Knap, 299
Hriams|niilillc-, 71)

Hri'lpcirt, 20, 154
Hrisii.l, 214
Hroacilaiids, 220
Butiiihnillu Biiiliiioiitit- Rixh, I2tj

1.S4. 20S, 23

J

Hiil!iarr..sv, 6, 25

Cadf-.r.!, 56
Cam Hcak, 175

47. i'^-*. 277

•"5

-4-:

"44.

159

'97

Camclfunl. |,S2

Caiiiillon^ 1S2
( 'aiifiir.l Maiii.r, 213
('arliaii)|)tiiii, 252
Carri/cin/, 23S
Cust.rbrr/-,, J2, 3S. .S7, 120, 154,

-39. 259, 202. 292, 293, 303
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Cave IIdIo, 204
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("liariiiiiislcr, 22S
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Clieiie Manor, 215
riicsil Hiach. 20I
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Chilinark Dnwii, 50
Cliine Hill, 30
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< 'liiirch I1.]|K , 2011
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C!orfc Mulliii, 106
ConviXi'fi: Cas/U; 245
Cranliorne, 8
Cranliorne Chase, 10
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Cuckoo l.ane, I2t)
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Dunkery Hcacmi, 2!ii>

Piinsier, 251
Ditrii,>T,r 1,'rif/l, 2i)2

/>iir/i,rirr Hilt, 94, 9S
J'linioTer A/ill, 12S

£ast Jifpltii, 7S
EilSt Klldil^lilW, iSi
Eiiilfrn \'ithi;t\ 204
Ma>li)n, 204
Kasi StiiUc, 14S
F.,i?ii»i //,i//i, b-;. 103, 14.', IS

A.CC"'-, 205
KKI^ardon, 265
Kiiii-Craiilymh. 214
Einl>ley IIoum', 220
Kiiimiiislfr, iS

l!ncnml)e, 246
Eiulitstiiw, i6g
F.iikwoith Court, 246
Evirsluad, 24
KvcfnIioI, 24
Kxftcr, 132, 265
Exoithuiy, 1 52. 2(15

y-ii//y /';/-,<•, 212
FarinR<l(>n Ruin, 1115

Farnlioniuj^h, 244
l-\i>-iiJuUi. 244
Farrs, 21 5

Ecriiell //all, 220
Elhilawili-As/i, 20
Elyclull, 248
l-or(lint;i,in (irccu. 292
Kordinf^tun Ilill, 94, 9S
Koriliiigton Mill. 12S
/on.v/ ,)/(•/;,• /(/;//,• H.iit, 4
I'urral.ury, 171, 178
l-drUiiK'V Will, 204
/'oiiii/itll, 154
Fraiiipton, 144
Fruimi \ alky, II

Carmm,/. 02, iju
(iilliii^liaiii, 60
( llastoiilmry, 301
(ircat Fa»ky, 46
Griaf Eon.'f, 29S
linal Jtintock, 112
Great J'/ain, 130
Orfitl JWl, 16

Orcinhill, 25, 42
(Arty's liri'li^e. 3S, 12.S

Ciroy's WcioU, 126

Ilarlfoot I.arif, 3
Havenf'ool, 13S
lla/illmry liryaii, iS. 25
Hfiiry the Ei'x'/it/i'i Cint!,-. 210
Hermitage, no

. I i<rii ' '.iirt, 244
//i'^'ihr Crirwstain, 14!) •

liif;h-Stiiv, 1 10

IlillllcM.'ioS

IIkIi'iiihIk- HottUlll, HXJ
tlolin<t.<h\ 148
llolwnrlh, Kio
I inly well, hS7
lli>|K ('live, ivo
IlortDn Inn, 815

IKhcstiT, 2<>9

I>li- of \\ ifjlit, 129
h'cUlusti-r, 291)

IvttI, 134

forJon Ur&fi', 27O

K,nii,ti<riii^'t, 56
k'itii;s'<er,\ 25, 190
A'nijfs Hiiit,\L\ 157
A'/iii;'s Hintoik Court, 212
Kiiiij's StaL,'. 2()S

Ki]ii;>t<)i\ Maurwanl, 120, 2^4
KinL;>lii[i Xillaj^o, 250
K>iiipv,tt,r Hi'iiM-, 122, 254
Kiiolliii,;-,i.vOil Hall, 214
KnoUsca, 244

I.auncfsliin, 170
Lii/t/fiiioii, do
I.i>ntwtli, i,S2

l.flcomljc liasM-ll, 50
/.////< Eiii-wort/i, 250
Litllc Fawley, 46
/./V//,- Hiiilock, 1 10
I.ittIf H'lathirl'Kry l-'anii, 34
/.////, Mtlhuui. 200
Loni; Ash I.ane, 24, 140, 157, 214
l.oiiglcat IliiiiM', 220
I.oii<^f<ii,ld!,', 142, 303
i.onitoii I11)1. 215
I.owLT IiockIiani|.i.iii. ijo, 122, 140
J.o-,i:r .y.llstoU-. 122
I.til-ttai/, l.iil-a,'ir.ii. 42, 147, 253
Lulworlli C'livc, 42. 147. 2;;
/.iinix/oii. 52
i.y(jii"s ( laic, 22, 1 10

I.ytchett Minster, 248

Mniilcn New Ion, 20, 159
Maidiin Castle, 305
.1/1;/ />iiii Cast/f, 104
Marktoii, 252
Marlott, 3.

"10

Marnlnill, 3
Mnrshall s Klni, 29S
.\lar«ell Hall. 222
M,ir\> _^}'<-,-tt-, 46, 04. 66
Meliiurv liuhh. 112
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.I/f-/. v^,aX', 12, 76, 120, jcxi

U.Uittkt Cross, 120
,

M'tlstoik l.ttm\ 120. 126
MetlslMk h-i\f, 87
Mulclltiiiarsli, 112, 299
Miiliteton Ahhey, II4
MilliornL Si. Atulrtw, 194
MilUin AMias, 114
.MirUirm', loS'
.\/isl,nir, 75
MistiTftr kiuifi, 75

'

Mimtaciiri', 214
Mordin DtcDy, 242
Motfonl, 207
Monton, 267
Moylf's C'diirt, 29
Miisioii, 2y5

Xarrohoiiriie, 1 34
.\V.i7 Colliii;,-, 36
Xflhfr Mornloii, 159
NfHiiiiry, 5(j

New Kort-^t, 27, 2()S

Nini-liarniw Down, 240
Xorioinhi- Hill, 32
NuttUhitry, Xu-.-JthiirY. iS, 25

Oakbwy Filzpifrs, 114
Okeford I'it/painr, 1 14
Old Having, 204
Old Mdilte,ltt\ 130
Oi'trcomhc, 184, 277
OwcriiKiii^iii-, 159
(Kford, 52
Oxu;tl 'Hall, lS(.

IVni)'.\lvmiia f'asllc, 20S
l'ciuar^;an Hay, 175
lVmridt;L', o. 145
rivmiiiitli. 1711

1'(ki1l-, 13S

J\>it-/ir,i/y, 20, I :;4

Porli-liani. 192, 280
Portland. I<|2. 201
I'lirtland Hill, 192, 204. 2().S

pDrtMiumth, 2S8
/'os /ill III, 1 92
r<nmdlnirv. <i4, 303
I'oxwcll Ilall, iSo
I'rcstdn, 234, 270
I'uddlctown, 34. 30, 12S. 23.S, 207
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I'ydcllrL'ntliiilc, 142. 145, 303

--3

114. 225

J kainliatrnw, 72, 202, 2.S2, yn)
.

kcadinjj, do, 132
Rill Khi^' s Cislli-, 2o6
kidniw.ny lliil, 14S, 188, 276
l\in(,'sli'ad, Kxj, 234
A'/>/,;'v7<','r///, 160, 234
Kin(;wi>o<l, 29
konisfy, 220
A'o,ii-int,'/,in Piirl-, 244
Koy-linvn, 3S
kufiis Casilc, 206

Salisbury, 29. 54, 134, 24.S, 204, 265
.Salisliury I'laiii, 29, 136
Siinilhi'iinir, 27, 242, 250
Saiiilhoiirne Moor, 242
Sandsf.«)t Casilc, 20S
Saruiii, 139
Scnmftfii, 144
SAa:i7fii/ir Itii'r, 16, Si
Shaftcsliury, 58
.Sliamliirs, 210
S/iiisloii, 58
Sherborni.-, 42. 1 14,

Slurloii Ahl'^t:, 42,
Shillinj^stoni', 259
ShiiiHeld, 62, 130
.ShoiktTwick IIuusc, 290
SholUford, Shollsford-l-'oniiii, 34, 146,

26s
Sliifinj^ (ire,'II, 252
Slyrc's l.ani', 144, 293
Soli IIIsia, 129
SuuthsL-a, 129
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Stiif,'lo<jt l.aiH\ 3
Stalliridj^i;, 222
Slamy Ciisth-, 251
Staplffoid, 222
St. (iiles' Park, 214
StickIfford, 82, 140
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The Chase, lo
The hit by the h'<-\ //
S/iH^vrs, 20

1

The kncf, J68
The keel lloiix.', 40
Tlir(M)|) ("(.rnfr. So
Tincloion, Sa, 140
7'(>/ihiir,h, 2jS
TkIUt Down, 32, 307
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l|'»ey, 120. 1S4

\alkncy \ alley. 16.)

Waildun \ale, 270
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Waterstoiie Riil>,'e, 142, 293
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H'eatherhiry Farm, 34
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Wells. 134
Uest Hay, 155
West Coker, 134
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West Holme. 150
West .Matlonl, 14. 238
n'eyii.'ii J'riors, 84
Weyhill. 84
Wevnioulti, iji.. 1(1 is
286

Wiliiin Ilnuse, 215
WimlxiMie Minster, 107, 271
W incli-sier. 29, 21S, 207
W indwiiislle Inn. 299
tl'iiii/y /i,ai.\ 175
Winnreen Mill, 312
Winterlinrnc /elsloiie, joo
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