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( | 11 ( 1 yler) )
y O 11t | S S S
e davs wer ords o ST
( (R 1 11 O | | S
nd looked npon 114 tlers as
ders o ¢l preseriptive 1"l
1ohts I’revious to }\:‘.._' the whol
Nilamo country had u||[.\ 1S horie
nhabitants, many of Ol Cre P
lunderers, vet stealtl S, i
ny ost !
t may he stated that a short period
the date wmentioned, they Killed
nan at Cowilehan il ¢owas
nesting his farm labor o0
rous act ol “:lll"{'lA Nanal ) !‘.M |
md a Cowichan Indian, who were euilt

i the ecrime, were hung at Gallows ot
rotection |\|Il||'!. oftt Nananno H Hho

Mre, J0 W Mekay was then the officer n
Jdraree of Nanaimo

'l"u- nl'l‘_’ill.‘ll llu\\ﬂnll ol the Il;r\’

Lo Wils
- the corner Opposite, and to the west
ward of where 1t now stands, whieh s
highoer u!"vllllll lv‘\ fany oot i faet the
ighest point thereabout, commanding th
atrance to Commereial Inlet where th
first coal mine was opened. It had only
t low  stone foundation—inot the high
hasement of rock which now supports i
It was removed to its present station, on
the low side of the street, in 1891 for
veason that the owner of the lot, which i
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part was covered by the Bastion, desired
to use the eround, o satd he did, bt
which, however, has not vet heen utihized
As soon as the question ol remo
arose, the old residents, without exception,
evineed aowarm desive for the preservation
| of l|!|'i|' ‘:Hlli“:xl' St lllllli‘l ]'|w‘|\ )Aull\' Ll
{ through the efforts mainly of  the late
Chiet” Constable Stewart. hacked ’n'\

wWhose support he soueht, the hmldine

still intaet I'ramed of strong squared

timber, most substantially put together, it
‘\IH he SCeN, \\i]!l\luun: the foree ol the

Bl

clements for close Hpon b vears-—i not
able mstancee of how well Labine and s
men did their work.

Two 6G-pound carronades were the ar
mament of the “fort,”” and there were in
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1504 th e ol salut \ hwa
oceasion of an official visit of Iis
collen Governor., whieh ocenrre
( 1] 11 I L \ ~ 1t
ived with a salvo of 17 guns. Onec in
1Ty SHhols ( 1] Iss 1|
hot mto  1he woods on Protectio
' v that the Indians might note th
oy fTeets S 1 Vo
¢ 1rees DBut the
hen the 6-pounders v
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Nt purposs ol preventing hloodsho
iptam Charles Fdward Stuart, who s

cded Mr. . W, Mekav as th M

1 IHARL { N lostal
1 1t 1 IS Journ 1l
\ueust 7th, 1855, reading
J:30) a.m Observed tour or i lar
ioes passing outside Neweastle Island
PP !;Ii.\ hasteninge iy |>;uf«!"l' o 1

ihine. to their homes 10 a.m \ Nanai
canoe started off i pursait, followed
soon alter lr.\ others, as the Indians wer
eported to he *Hydas,” and seeing the Na
no's were hostile towards them, fired
annon to warn thew from our territory
collision hetween the parties would
no doubt have materially interfered witl
the business and tranquility of the plac
The reason assigned by the Nanaimos {o
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manmos and Hydas had become reconeiled,
the euns had to be ““manned.”™ My
George Baker, one of the proneers who ar-
rived by the Princess Royval in November,
1854, had  a sauey  little  dog  called
Chuey, The Hydas i large numbers
were strolling around  town and one ol
several who o passed  Baker’s  door was

stapped by Luey. He who was hitten
pieked up a rock, harled it at the dog and
Killed her My, Baker was at Nanaino
River at the time gathering hay tfor his
cattle

On his return, after being intformed by
Mrs. Baker ol the dog tragedy, he went
m-oquick time to the Hyda encampment ﬁ‘
with the intention of chastising the Indian :
offender, but he came away without carry
ing out his purpose The Indians sur
rounded him in a menacing attitude and a
would not allow the guilty one to he mo
lested, e reported the circumstances to
Captain Stuart, who sent a foree to make

an arrest.  For this move the whole camp
wias prepared-—armed with guns, knives,
iron bholts and  bludgeons they  showed
fieht, and would not permit the man who
was sought to bhe taken. A threat was
made to fire on them from the DBastion,
the guns were manned, and a few charges
ol grapeshot were sent near the spot
where the Indians  were  encamped, to
show what they might expeet if the man
wanted was not surrendered.  The shot
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up things gencrally, and very soon
ter the Indian required was taken to
Captain Stuart. who, as  magisteate, ol

pta
leved that he he Hooveed with the eat-o

nine-tails, whiech was done. over cne o

the cuns, by Georee Mills, the mess stew
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el So oended what might have heen
serious matter had the Indians done othey
wise than submit.

For some 15 Vears the first Hoor o
Bastion was nused as the colonmal gl I
9




|\.‘|l! WO l‘l‘“\. which were ll'_’|h“"i .'I|I" Vel
tilated by an aperture cut through  th
timber, and which had in days gone hy
contained  prisoners  charged  with  th
|\iu||<'\l crime, Doors, locks, and bars
were about as strong as they could b
made. The place within and without was
always clean, a very liberal supply of T
(which in the early days was made Fron
shells), being kept on hand for whits
washing, at which occupation, and at pro
per seasons, prisoners were well exereised
In the vears that the Bastion did servie
as a place of  confinement, there  wer
three official jatlors, Wi, Weston, Edwin
Gough and Wi, Stewart. The first named
had httle to do, for in his time the ]'Il]li\‘l

ment ol native offenders was SUanr

. and often when deserved, sovere—""exen
plary,” as Captain Stuart would term a

} whipping across a gun. Weston was o«
strange sort of chap.  He wore his trou
sers short in the lee—inches above his
hoots He had a springv-swingy walk,

and being very lean and somewhat lanky,
his appearance was odd enough. The goy
crnor (late Sir James Dounglas) paid on
of his periodical visits in the sumimer ol
INHT, and received the customary salut
of 17 cuns.  Ie had walked to the Bastion
hill, and was standing chatting with of on
ficers of the 11 B, Co., when Weston, witl an
Ins pants as usual, very much shrank up i
cane ;llllll‘_‘. made his ohelsanee and stood M1
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agape.  Giving him oa faint smile, and
keenly eveing his legs, the Governor said .
“Why, Weston, how von have grown!™
The Tate Chief Stewart cared for the
Bastion as for the apple of his ey For
nearly forty vears he gave attention to it

siaw that the flag tloated from its pol
on all fittine oceastons, and looked after
any repairs needed. To him more than to
any |HH].\ clse the eredit is due for prevent
ing the old Fort from falline into deen

11

I




It is owned and occupied at present hy
Nanaimo Post No. 3, Native Sons of Drit
ish Columbia. The first Hoor, whercon th
cells were I)IIili. has heen transtormed 1nto
a pleasant meeting place, in which, witl
a piano to enliven and hrighten the pro
ceedings, members of the Post mav at
regular gatherings, pass the happy hours
aAway.

Among the objects of the Native Sons
as o society, are: Mutual benefit, mutua
improvement,  social intercourse, to per
petuate in the minds of all native sons
the memory of the pioneers, to unite all
worthy sons of British Columbia in on
harmonious body, to improve the condi
tions of its members by encouragement in
husiness and otherwise,

To these worthy sons of worthy sires
the continued preservation of the old-tine
block house may be sately left. It seems
most fitting it should he entrusted to their
keeping.  As long as it can he made to
hang together they, from the closely
cherished memories  they will  feel sur
rounding it. can be depended upon to sed
to its complete maintenance as the nost
ancient landmark of Nanaimo

BEATTIE & HOPKINS FPwRINTERS NANAIN

|







