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AN INCENTIVE TO THANKSGIVING.

While as a Church we have recently
been deeply afflicted, yet as a people have
we cause for much thankfulness to the
great Ruler of Events. In His mercy
we are permitted to hear the sound of war
afar off, and to rest “ with none to make
us afraid.” In hisgoodness the pestilence,
that walketh in darkness, and which last
summer visited so many dwellings, hath
not been suffercd to come nigh our bor-
ders. Our country is enjoying a large
measure of material prosperity, and now
a bountiful harvest is rewarding the labours
of the farmer and crowning the year with
fatness. Let us give our united thanks
then to the great Jehovah for ajl His good-
ness, and, while thankful for earthly ben-
efits, let us pray fervently for a tme of
spiritnal refreshing to our Church and peo-
ple, and, while nore instant in.prayer,
may we labour earnestly in that corner
of the Vineyard that hath bLeen assigned
to us.

“ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits, Psalm ciil. 2.

9. Thou visitest the earth and waterest it ; Thou
greatly enriches it with the river of God, which is
full of water; Thou preparest them corn, when
Thou hast so provided for it.

10. Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundant-
ly; Thou settlest the furro“?s thereof ; Thou ma-

11. Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness,
and Thy paths drop fatness.

12. They drop upon the pastures of the wil-
derness, and the littﬁa hills rejoice on every side.

13. The pastures are clothed with flocks; the
valleys also are covered over with corn; they
shout for joy, they also sing. Psalm lxv.

THE RELIGIOUS CENSUS OF THE PROV-
INCE,—ITS INACCURACIES.

Our attention having been drawn to the
volumes containing the resu.t of the Census,
we were struck with the exceedingiy im-
perfect manner in which the ReLIGIoUs
Census had been taken by the Enumera-
tors. The total population of Canada
West by the Census appeared to be 952,
004, (in, say 1851, for the Census is in
fact the Census for that year). The An-
glican appears there {o be the predominant
denomination—the numbersbeing 223,190,
the Church of Rome 167,695, Wesleyan
Methodists 96,640. The Church of Scot-
land is set down at but 57,542 ; hut great
injustice is done to it, as will presently be
shown. Free Preshyterians are ranked at
65,807 and other Presbyterians at the large
number of 80,799! Thus, on the showing
even of this Census, the Preshyterian bodies
collectively number 204,148 5 but we are
quite convinced that their numbers are
much more considerable. Itis well known
that therc are now three prominent bodies

the Free Church and the United Presby-
terian Church. In the next Census we
hope a column will be appropriated by
name to each of these bodies, and care
taken to allot their respective adherents to
each Church, so that the large numbers
assigned to the sweeping head of * Other
Presbyterians’ may be properly distributed,
We presumne one reason of the number
under this heading being so large is that
the popular answer of members of our
Church to the Enumerators interrogating
them would be “I am a Presbyterian.” But,
as we have already stated, we are thor-
oughly convinced that, while the enumer-
ation of the Presbyterian bodies is inaccu-
rate, with reference to our own body it is
grossly so. In Hamilton City, for instence,
the returns do not show a single adherent
of our Church; in London the return is
the same ; in Bytown but 198; in the ex-
tensive county of Waterloo none ; in Fron-
tenac none ; in the rapidly settling county
of Bruce but 653 in Lambton 146, Tp
the county of York again the Census cred-
its us with no adherents, ihough the con-
trary is so manifest, while no less than
9159 are set down under the accommodat-
ing head of “Other Presbyterians.” But we
have shown that very slight dependence is
to be placed on it with regard to Upper
Canada. Let us turn to Lower Canada
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and we meet the syme results, The grass
numpers there arg set down--total popula-
tiot; 890,261 ; and the distribugion thus:
Church of Rome 746,866 ; Church of
England 48,402 ; Church of Scotland with
16 settled congregations but 4,047!! the
Free Church 267!! and these accommo-
dating ¢ Other Presbyterians ™ 29221!!!
But, to particularize, in Beauharnois
District, where we have large and numer-
ous Congregations, and where, as an accu-
rate and reliable correspondent of one of
. the daily papers, ¢ Papirius Cursor,” show-
ed in a letter transferred some time ago to
our columns, we have a very large number
of members and adherents, no adherents
are assigned to our Church ! In Gaspé,
where we have one congregation with a
settled pastor, and one without, therc ap-
pears but 10! Huntingdon again, none;
and, to cap the climax, the City of Mon-
treal, none!! It is unnecessary to enter
upon an analysis of the return of the
various counties in the Province ; we have
pointed out sufficient inaccuracies to de-
monstrate that no reliance can be placed
upon the returns of the various denomina-
tions.  In fact we would be disposed to
estimate our adherents in all Canada at
120,000 rather than at the low figure as-
signed to them, and would esteem even
this a moderate estimate. We trust that,
ere another census be taken, measures
will be resorted to, to secure accurate re-
turns, without which, however carefully
and systematically compiled, as the volume
before us really appears to be, the Census
is a mere delusion. The assigning of dis-
tinct headings to the Presbyterian bodies,
and the giving particular instructions to the
Enumerators, may perhaps remedy the
evil. In our examination of the Census
we have been struck with several features
of interest, which we nay hercafter devel-
op in an article exhibiting the distribution
of the members of our Church and the
need for a Home Mission on a compre-
hensive plan.

THE SYNOD IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Although the proceedings of the vavious
Church Coursts have lately occupied uch
of our space, we make room for a slightly
condensed report of the proceedings of this
Synod of .lhe'Churcfh. as our recent efforg
ai fraternization Wit naturally lead our
readers to regard their proceedings with
renewed interest.  To ihe fathers of the
Church in Nova Scotia, wha long, almost
singlehanded, laboured in the field, it must
be encouraging to meet with the co-oper-
ation of so many zealous, faithful pastors
as are now associated with them., The
Synod appears to have disposed of much
real business in a practical manner, and
to have evinced an anxious desire to pro-
mote the spiritual welfare of the people
entrusted to their charge. The presence
of a Deputation from the Syned of Nova
Scotia~—a branch of the Unjted Presbyte-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.
rian Ghurch, was an interesting feature.

ate on friendly terms.
on the occasion are interesting and instruc-
tive, and are characterized by an excellent
spirit.  Laterin the 8ession our ¢ Deputa-
tion was received; with regard to whom the
« Monthly Record” says, + All feit deeply
grateful to the Church of Seotland in Can-
ada for having sent them to visit us,and to
them for having executed the commission.
They were cordially invited to take their
seats ax members of the Court, and to the
end they assisted in its deliberations.  Our
Synod took up most heartily the hint they
threw out with reference to a closer union
of the branches of the Church of Scotland in

ly leading to the formation of a tieneral
Assembly, and passed resolutions to that
effect.  There seemed to be but one opin-
ion on the subject: the sooner it is consum-
mated the better.”  We also learn that
the Deputation was received at a public

we hope to present in our next, as well as
an account of the proceedings of our dele-
gates in the Synod, taken from the Month-
ly Record. After the rising of the Synod
the Deputation proceeded separately in or-
der to overtake the various parts of the
Province, preaching to vacant congrega-
tions. Dr. Mathieson also visited Prince
Ldward Island. The Deputation have
now arrived at their homes, gratified and
encouraged by their viswand the sympathy
and brotherly reception accorded them, and
deeply impressed with the conviction of
the extent of the field open to the Church
in Nova Scotin.  Their report of their pro-
ceedings, of their preaching tours and of
their participation in sacramental occasions
in the open air will be looked for with
interest by our readers and the Church.
We trust that thev may see fit to antici-
pate their report to the meeting of Synod
by supplying our columns with a brief
sketen of their journey and its results ; and
on the whole we congratulate our Church
on having taken a step so fraught with im-
postant results and, we trust, so immediately
beneficial.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE,
KINGSTON.

As intimated in the advertisement in
this number, the 14th Session of this Iasti-
tution will commence on the 1st Wednes-
day of October, when we trust the expec-
tations of the authorities wili he fully real-
ized in a largely increased attendance of
Students.

T'he Divinity Classes will be opened on
the 1st Wednesday of November. Feel-
ing a warm interest in this, the School of
wour Prophets, and being morally convinced
that on itsefficiency, humanly speaking, de-
pend the extension of our Church and its
perpetuation, we have for some years con-
sistently advocated its claims, in the hope

The result was a determinatioa to co-oper-
The proceedings :

North America, with the view of ultimate- |

i to our readers.

. that there are now 4 Professors, devoting
meeting held in Halifax, a report of which |

that we might yet be privileged to see our
College occupying a high paosition in our
country and proving of material service to
it as well as to the Church. Had not the
unhappy division occurred some years ago,
beyond doubt, of all the educational insti-
tutions in the Province, it would have now
oceupied the first position. Buat, even as
it i3, in number of pupily and the charac-
ter of the education imparted, as well as
in the reputation and crudition of its Pro-
fessors, it will bear comparison with the
richly endowed University or Trinity Col-
lege at Toronto. Tt is gratifying to find
that the number of pupils is steadily main-
tained, while this year a large Divinity
Class is expected. We have before us
the annual synopsis of the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees, who under the pro-
visions of’ the Royal Charter are entrusted
with its management, (rom which we pur-
pose gleaning some particulars of interest
It will be borne in mind

their whole time to the interests of the
College, viz., the Rev. Professors George,
Dr. Williamson, Smith and Weir, In
connection with the College there are a
Medical School and also a Preparatory
School under competent masters and un-
der the supervision of the Professors. Du-
ring the Session of 1854-55 there were 31
regular Students in attendance. In addi-
tion to these the Medical School and Pre-
paratory School were attended by a large
number of pupils. During the past year
Mr. Hugh J. Borthwick was appointed,
Head-Master of the Preparatory School.
The Ladies’ Association of Hamilton re-
mitted £15 towards a Bursary and intima-
ted their intention of making it permanent.
Professor Smith, who was about visiting
Britain, was authorized to act there, in be-
half of the College generally and in pro-
curing contributions towards the Library
and Museun. We find that a consider-
able number of Bursaries are regularly giv-
en for the aid of Divinity Students by as-
sociations and individuals. During the last
year Hugh Allan, Esq., of Montreal, theSt.
Andrew’s Church of Toronto, and the St.
Andrew’s University Missionary Associa-
tion contributed each 1; the St. Andrew's
Church of Niagara, the Edinburgh Univer-
sity Missionary Association and the Colo-
nial Committee each 2; and the Lay As-
sociation of Montreal, as it has done for
some years past, 3. It will be remember-
ed that the College is now established in
suitable and appropriate buildings, the
Summerhill property, acquired at an out-
lay of £6000, and with reference to which
a special appeal for aid bas been made
to the adherents of our Church. The
expense has been met with some degree
of liberality, but not yet to such an extent
as is required. We trust that no congre-
gation will omit to contribute towards the
building-up of this Institution, and in faet
to the perpetuation of the Church through
its instrumentality.  Besides this special



appeal we think an annual collection on
behalf of the College should be faithfully
taken up and liberally sustained. The en-
dowment of the College, the gift of far-
seeing friends of the Church, thuugh an
excellent nucleus, is not of itsell sufticient
for the eficient maintenance and extension

of the College ; but, with prudence, econo- |
my, judicious management, and the contin- |

ued liberality of our people, a position of
independence and usefulness will be attain-
ed. 1tisa matter of interest to notice that
students from the Lower Provinces have
commenced attending the College. We trust
this may be the beginning of a movement
which will lead to a numerous attendance
from these Provinces, and give to the Divin-
ity classes the position of a Divinity Hall

for our Church o British North America.
This Branch of the College especially mer-

its attention. In the present position of

our Chuich, if it is to maintain its position |

and extend its usefulness in this great and
growing Province, our own young men
must be found in increasing numbers, going
through the classes of the College and be-
coming fitted for dispensing the Word of
Life to our adherents, many of whom now
lack the ministrations of the Sanctuary. We
hope that many a Christian parent will con-
sider whether he has no Samuel among his
flock to lend to the Lord, and that many a
Christian youth will see his path clear to
devoting himself to the work of his master
in the office of the Holy Ministry of our
Church,

————

CHURCH IN CANADA.

FRENCH MISSION FUND.

Niagara, per Rev. J. B. Mowat,...... £4 16 2
Guelph, per Rev. C. Grigor,iveveo.. 1 5 0
Additional,. coiiuiii i, e 05 0
Simeue, per Rev. G. Bell,.....0.... 210 0
Binbrooke, per Rev. W. Jobnson, 1864 ¢ 17 ¢
Additional, . ...... eeerane.. 1830 O 8 10
Saltfleet, per Rev. W, Johnson,.1854¢ 1 1 0
Additionad,. ............... ..1856 0 11 3
Fergus, per Rev. A. Fordyce,....... 110 ©
Chathaw, per Rev. John Robb,...... 110 ¢
Beckwith, per Rev. D. Morrison,.... 1 ¢ 0
Perth, per Rev, W, Bain,........ ‘e 6 6 3
Markbam, per Rev. J. Gordon,. .. ... 215 0
Nottawasaga, per Rev. J. Campbell,. 3 15 0
EDUCATION FUND.
Perth, per Rev. W, Bain,........... £7 0 0

HUGH ALLAN, Zreasurer.

PATRIOTIC FUND.

The eontribution from New Richmond (Rev. J.

avidson) should have been entered £14 5s. in-
stead of £0 14s. 5d. as erroneously printed in a
fOrmer DUmber. .

The total amount collected for the Patriotic
Fund was £50¢ 12s, 9d. currency, which was re-
mitted on 13th August to the Agent for the Church
of Scotland in Edinburgh. A complete list will
appear when the receipt of the money bas been
acknowledged.

HEW RAMSAY, Treasurer

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

CONGREGATION OF SMITH'S FALLS.

We understand that this congregation
has transmitted to the General Agent of
i the Montreal Auxiliary to the British and
. Foreign Bible Society the sum of £3 15s.
‘as a contribution to the Chinese Testa-
. ment Fund.

Coxarrearion oF Hamiiton.—We leam with

I Ladies of the Congregation in Hamilton have
recently presented their pastor, the Revd. R.
Burnett, with £50, to be devoted to journeyings
for the benefit of his health.
kindly feeling and sympathy are indeed cheering.

THE CONGREGATION OF THRRE
RIVERS.

We have much pleasure in extracting
the following from the Three Rivers In-
quirer of 15th August.

I

j To-day at 4 o’clock, ».m., the cornev-stone
{ of the Presbyterian Church waslaid, This highly
i respectable section of the Christian body has in
course of erection a handsoine and cominodious
place of worship.

The Congregation in February last appointed
the following gentlemen as Building Com-
niittee :— ‘

Messrs, John Kerr, Messrs. G. Baptist.

G. B. Houliston, W. McDougall,

A, McPherson, A. McKelvie,

A, Craik T. Gordon,

James Dickson
and so active have they been in soliciting sub-
scriptions, and so liberally has their appeal for
| support baen responded to, that they anticipate
the completion of the outer portion of the building
before the winter sets in. The Congregation

have secured a permanent Pastor in the Revd,
G. D. Feiguson, whose zeal, piety and Christian

liberality have secured him the respect and con-

fidence of all parties.

This day will be deposited in the corner-stone
of the Church several coins of the Realm, with the
usual documentary notices of the Church and a
copy of the Three Rivers Inquirer printed on
White Satin. It gives us sincere pleasure to wish
our fellow-Christians God-speed.

THE CHURCH IN THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

Synod of the Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia.
(Continued from page 125.)

In our last number we had just time and space
to announce that the Synod had met. We now
proceed to lay before our readers a full account
of the business transacted.

Tuesday, July 3rd, 1855.
MoODERATOR’S ADDRESS.

The Rev. John Martin, of St. Andrew’s Church,
Halifax, having been duly elected Moderator for
the ensuing year, took the Chair and said :

BreTHREN.—LEighteen years since 1 occupied
this Chair. [ feel deeply indebted for the honour
you have again conferred upon me, and I tiust
that your deliberations and proceedings will be
conducted with the greatest harmony and unanim-
1*y. It is necessary that you express your
views clearly and distjnctly, and | behgve several
subjects will be submitted to you, requiring much
deliberation, owing to the fact that this 1s only
the second mieeting ot this Court since its revival,
For 10 long years there were only 3 members of
this Court, ministers in this Province. I trust
we shall never have to pass through the same toils.
Blessed be God we were enabledin His strength

to keep together, and it is a great source of con-

. pleasure from the Humilton Spectator that the ;

Such mstances of |

(
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| solation to e to see so many beloved brethren

i

now assembled together in a regular Church-
Court for conducting our deliberations in the fear
of God and for the good of His C,:urch. We have -
a great interest cormnmitted to outcare. Thousands
are looking to us for assistance. It will depend
much upon us and our deliberations whether our
Church, perhaps for years to come, shall be pros-
perous and flourishing, or fading and decaying. I

! trust, therefore, we shall have that wisdom which

- cometh from Above, which is profitable to assist

i
|
i
i
|

i
|
|

and direct as in all our proceedings. I have con-
fidence that you are now determined to consnit
with diligence and propriety for the good of the
whole Church.

MiNUTES oF LasT MEETING.

After a munanimous vote of thanks giveun to
the Ex-Moderator, Rev. A. MacGillivray, for his
conduct in the Chuir and for the exceﬁent and

i suitable sermon delivered by him at the opening

of the Synod, und an appropriate acknowledgement
of the same, the Minutes of last vear’s meeting
were tead and sustained and ordered to be taken
up seriatim the first business at next sederunt.

CoMMUNICATION FROM THE SYNOD OF THE
PresBYTERIAN CRURCH oF Nova ScoTria.
The Clerk, the Rev. W, Snodgrass, intimated

that he bad just received from the Rev. P. Mac~

Gregor, Clerk of the Synod of the Presbyterian

Churchof N. S., a very important communication,

and asked the permission of the Moderator to read

it, Leave was granted and, the communication

being read, it appeared from its contents that a

Deputation had been appointed by the Synod of

the Presbyterian Church of N. S. to wait upop

this Court and convey their desire to establish
confidence between the two Synods, and also the

Synod of the Free Church now assembled in this

city, and to secure and promote harmony of feel~

ing and action. An accompanying letter, signed
by the Rev. P. MacGregor, as Clerk of that Syn-
od, was also read, in which it was solicited that
the Deputation might have an interview with this
Synod, and requested that an hqur of thig eyen-
ing might be named for the interview to takeplace,
ag there was reason to conclude that the busivess
of the other Synod would be brought to a close
before to-morrow. This communication was
received with much satisfaction by the Court, and

having reason to suppose that the hour of 7}

would sujt the convenience of the Deputation,

that hour was named and the Clerk ordered to
despatch without delay a message to that effect.

ArpoINTMENT OF COMMITTEES.

The Committee on Overtures was appointed to
neet this evening in this place. The Committee on
Bills &c. was appointed to meet at the same time
and in the same place.

A Committee was uppointed to revise Presby-
tery Records and instructed to meet to-morrow
between the first and second diets of Synod.

Messrs. McGillivray and Herdman were ap-
pointed to conduct Devotional Exercises to-mor-
row morning immediately after the calling of tha
Roll.

MEETINGS oF PRESBYTERIES.

Presbyteries asked leave to meet, which was
granted,

The Synod thereafter adjourned to meet at 6 P,
M., of whieh public intimation was made, and
this sederunt closed with prayer.

Evening Sederunt.

The Synod met and was constituted. The Min-
utes of last sederunt were read, corrected and
sustained. R

The Minutes of last year’s meeting were taken
up seriatim. The Clerk and Ex-Moderator re-
ported their fulfilment of various inatructions en-
trusted to them. .

The Committee, appointed to confer with other
Presbyterian denominations with a view to the
establishment of a United Collegiate Institution,
had nething to report, the Convener stating that
no favourable occasion had arisen to hold a meet-
ing.
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DEPUTATION FROM THE SYNOD OF THE PRE3- |
BYTERIAN CHURCH or Nova Scorta. %

At the hour of 74 the Deputation from the Syn- |
od of the Presbytevian Church of N. §. was an- |
nounced by the Officer to be at the door. The
Clerk proceeded to the door forthwith, where he |
was met by the Rev. P. MacGregor,who introduced
the Deputation, which consisted of the Rev. Pro-
fessor Smith, Rev. Professor Roes. Rev. James
Bayne, and Mr. Charles Robson, and also pre-
sented their Commission, The Clerk then led
the Deputation to the Moderator’s Chair, and, the
members of the Court standing, introduced these
gentlemen in order to the Moderaior, who ex-
pressed himself highly gratified at receiving them.
Their commission being read, it was intimated
that the Synod were prepared to hear them.

Rev. Professor Smith, who led the Deputation,
then rosc¢ and said :

Moderator and Brethren—We have come here
to-night with the view of requesting you to cor-
respond with us in promoting friendly feeling.
In the Providence of God we have been castupon
these Western shores, and left here to cultivate
our respective fields. We have done that with
but little intercourse, at the same time treating
each other with respectul feelings. A long time
ago [ met with several members of your Church,

and then I made an earnest effort to cultivate a
closer acquaintance. The hopes of beinz more
successful never left our minds. Your Syuod is
a branch of the Church of Scotland.  As a Scoteh-
man [ honour the Church of Scotland. Scotch-
men are found in almost every region of the Earth,
and, wherever they have their residence, the
Church of Scotland is spoken of with pride. |
am an Alumnus of the Glasgow College. 1studied
there 10 or 12 vears, and 3 of these I speat under
the amiable and celebrated Dr. Stevenson Macgill.
Had [ studied 1 year more, I might have been
permitted to take license in the Church of Scotland.
These circumstances brought me into close inter-
course with the students and ministers of the
Church of Scotland. Sir, I have undertaken to
lead this Deputation with great pleasure. Now,
in propostion as I honour the Church of Scotland,
and as I speak in complimentary terms of that
Church, let me earnestly entreat you to retlect
thoughtfully on the object of this Deputation. Tt
is true, Moderator, we can serve our Master in
our respective spheres of action, but unquestion-
ably with much better cffect it we could co-ope-
rate, if in many things we could unite our efforts,
as in promoting the interests of Education and
Religion so far as it is practicable. And will you
btame me if I presume to cherish tbe hope that,if we
are received with frankness, and this Deputation
is'approved of, it may eventually lead to a close
connection, fruitful of good works, a credit to
ourselves, and hailed with much satisfaction by
the congregations belonging to our respective bod-
ie§? Sir, we are Presbyterians; I trust you, like
nie, are proud of being a Presbyterian and that
You believe firrnly that, in carrying out Presby-
terian principles, you are most efficiently promo-
ting the interests Intrusted to us. If carried out
to all its extent, who can tell what an influcnce
co-operation would shed upon the best interests
of this Province? Oh! Moderator, I havelong
deplored our divisions. Of every committee of
our Church on this Su‘ﬁjel‘_l I have formed one. |
Many yews have elapsed since the first etlort was
made, and new circumstances have urisen. The
Province finds itsell” in a very different position
to-day. We have common inlerests to promote,
and there are common enemies rising-up that
Presbyterians are best able to meet and repel ;
but, in order to do this euccesstqlly, I am of opin-
ion that it will require our united exertions,—[
content myself with making those ‘general obser-
vations and with stating what aun interest [ feel,
what a respect I bear your body, how desirous 1
am to solicit and obtuin your co-operation in
everything fitted to promote our general welfare

Rev. Professor Ross; Moderator, 1 esteem it
no small honour, and 1 find it to be a very sweet
pleasure to be permitted to roeet this venerable
body, and to express tny feelings of the kindness
with which we have been received.

! it as the gift of God.
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Sir, we have heard from our earliest infaney
the venerated names of Knox, Melville and
Gathrie, and dceply have we to regret that cir-
comstances did occur to break our union with the
Church to which these men belonged. We hail
every syraptom of a prospect of intercourse and
kindly sentimeut. It is pleasant for brethren to
dwell together in unity. We have the same
Church polity, the same evangelical doctrines,
the same discipline, the same mode of worship.
We preach and our people listen to the doctrines
of the same Saviour, the same fundamental doc-
trines of the Calvinistic system. We are fighting
against a common foe. We are engaged in the
same struggle against the Prince of Darkness,
whether he manifests himself in ignorance and
barbarity, or in irreligion and immorality. Why
thgn should we not co-operate? Moderator, we
will never entertain the same kindly Christian
feelings to each other, that we ought {o entertain,
if we keep at a great distance, and look at each
other through the mists of jealousy and rivalry.
Things will become worse.” But, the nearer we
see each other, there is not the slightest doubt but
we shall value and esteem and love each other
more and more. There are many points on which
we might co-operate. We can co-operate on
General Education, and even on Religious Edu-
cation. We can surely co-operate in endeavours
to suppress the desecration of the Christian Sab-
bath. Here we have an especial cause to unite
our efforts, for one of the distinctive peculiarities
of Presbyterianism is respect for the Sabbath-day.
—There are nmnmrts of this Province too that
contain a vast ambunt of immorality and vice;
and by co-operation, by the principle of division
of labour, eternity alone wouEl 1eveal the amount
of good that might be done. We do not in the
meanlime contempiale the subject of union.  That
must be the work of time. We see it looming in
the distaace, but we know for ourselves and our
people it must be a work of time. Our object at
present is merely to have friendly co-operation ;
and we do hope that in thus co-operating we wilt
rome soon to esteem and love each other as Chris-
tian brethren ; and it may be that even in those
points,on which we are not altogether agreed,
we may ultimately find that our differences are
not so very great.  We will follow the leadings
of Providence for future steps. Moderator, let
me thiough you entreat earnestly of the Fathers
and Brethren to belicve that these are not mere
words, but that they proceed from the deep feel-
ings of the heart. *“For our friends’ and bretbren’s
sake, I will now say, peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your palaces.” ¢ The Lord
bless you and keep you. The Lord cause His face
to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you.
The Lord hft upon you the light of His counten-
ance, and give you peace.”

Rev James Bayne, Pictou; Moderator, T state
at the outset that I feel at home. I remember
that among the first pulpits, from which I preach-
ed iun this country, was that pulpit of St. Mat-
thew’s; I huve at my left one with whom [ ex-
change pulpits frequently. I feel at home.

What, Sir, T would ask, is the common principle
upon which one Christian loves another. Ts it
not likeness to our common Lotd 2 What begets
love in the heart of the Christian? It is becanse
Christ’s countenance is the most comely object.
On the same principle, the more closely we see
the lineaments of our brethven, the greater will be
ourinutual love. You have oftentimes seen, when
the tide has receded, little pools or shallows, the
tiny inhabitants of which are unable to visit each
other. In a separate state, they must wait till
the tide has returned upon them and brought them
together. So is it with Christians.  Let the tide
of Divine Love visit the Chnrches and what will
Le the consequence?! All Christians will come
together. T'he first question then should be, How
shall this tide of love come back?  We must ask
And so the fiist step is a
union-prayer-meeting. We must, every man,
pray that the influence of Divine love may descend
upon our hearts. In our divided state what ad-
vantage do we give the common enemy ?  What

! has kept us hitkerta apart cannot longer continue,

.with such suceess by my brethren.

Some common ground must be found.  That com-
mon ground may be our common Protestant reli-
gion and Preshyterian creed.  What would be the
Presbyterian canse 11 we were one? What a
noble Educational lnstitute we wmight have!
What noble efforts for the Heathen “we might
make ! We are at present acting a hostile part.
We are destroying onr own influence. We are
guilty of keeping back un influence before whiclr
the inftuences of the Man of Sin would be effect-
ually repulsed. The Presbyterian wrmy is so
divided that by an attack it would be made to
disappear before the enemy. But let ns appear
in one common battation, and where is the force
that would successfully assail us? Rerain di-
vided, and you remain weak. Unite and be tri-
umphant.  We have many objects in common.
The people ure going forward. The question is
making progress.  We must be carefid to keep
pace, that we who are the leaders do mot lag,
Let me refer to Missionary operations.  Some of
you are familiar with the sucecss of our Mission
in the Hebridean group. No one mission has
with the same limited amount of expenditare ever
returned the same rich harvest. Qur missionary has
givenacommon invitation to Presbyterians. lsnot
this an excellent object in which'we might co-
operate? I conclude by expressing the happiness
I have in addressing you. and the hope that this
will rot be the last time we shall meet as we
have met to-night.

‘Mr. Charles Robson, Elder ; Moderator. I firin-
ly and deeply entertain the sentiments just uttered.
I'esteem it an bonour to be one of this Deputation.
The sentiments of friendship and confidence are
held towards you by the vast majority of our
people.  We look with delight on the noble char-
acteristics of the Church of Scotland, and we
believe that you look with pleasare on the resem-
blance between owr Church and yowss. [ con
speak for ovr Elders, and I know that I speak
truthfully when I say that they cherish feelings
of regard for this Church, and are desirous that
we should be drawn together by bouds of attach-
ment. Mr. R. made many interesting and en-
couraging statements in his speech, and concluded
by observing that brethren of the same Church
otten differ, aud differ waraily : but, said he, How
seldomn do they quarrel! It iy because they are
one. And 1 do feel that, were our differences
discussed by 1en, members of the same Church,
there would be far less quarreling that theie now
i

s.

The members of the Deputation haviog ad-
dressed the Synod, they were followed imme-
diately after by Rev. John Scott, who said ; Mod-
erator, I have always been in favour of unton
among Presbyterians. 1t is true that the old
Iand-marks must yet eontinue for some time.
There may still be the Free Church of N. S, the
Presbyterian Church of N. S, and the Church of
Scotland in N. 8. But there are many things in
which we might co-operate. I do not sge why,
after the meetings of our Synods, there should
not be a conference or convention that would
take up the questions of Missions, of Education,
and many others which we would all like to dis-
cuss.  Lalways regret that we have not a part
in the Foreign Mission that has been carried on
If a e
mittee is appointed, T hope that Committee will
consider whether there might not be a copven-
tion, I am sure this would finally issue in a still
closer union,

Rev. A. W. Herdman; Moderator, T rise not
because I feel myself worthy, much less beeause
I intend toanticipate the remarks of my brethren,
but because my friend and brother, Mr. Bayne,
has alluded to me.  When T was cast upon these
shores, and saw but one brother minister of owr
Church, I took counsel of God qml, observing
many ministers of the Pre<byterian Chureh of
N. S, T did call upon the several ministers that
oceasion threw in my way, and wus welcomed
by one and all. We reeiproented and the best
feelings were between us. We exchanged on the
Sabbath on a Christian ground. 1 rejoice to
bave lived to see the day when the matter of



wiion hag assumed a palpable footing, Sir, what
is the prayer of Qur Lord three, aye five times
utrl:er;cgin that ene Chapter, the 17th of Johu’s
Tospel; that all His disciples may be onel
What is that beautiful psalm, * Behold how good
and how pleasant it is }ur brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity!” And what is the allusion, “As
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descend-
vd upon the mountains of Zion” Iermon and
Zion were 30 miles apart. The dew thak descended
upon Hermon duscended also upos Zion, Zion
envied not Hermon, Hermon envied not Zion.
May 1 tot say this is tric of our Churchest
Whea the blessing in answer to many prayers
will come upon our body Yo receive it, wiﬁ it not
eome equally upon the other body?  Moderator,
we must allow that a Christian stranver, looking
at the matter and seeing the two bodies so far
apart, will and must say, when s heart is drawn
ot t pray, ¥ God, revive Thy work.”  The Chris-
vian Minister looks at the ficld of his brother min-
ister, and he sees that ministét cry for rain.
Dors not the sentiment arise that not only
may his own body be blessed but that of
his brother minister also? 1 say you darve
ot shut out the Presbyterian Church of N. 8.
from your prayers. There can be sothing out
uf plice in co-operating in prayer-meetings and
‘missions, provihdeed only t interests and prinei-

les of each be not compromised. T lhave not to
e told that, breause I beloug to one regiment,
thercfore I must not love the common army.  Did
the fact of tho Freuch lending the British 10,000
overcoats make us feel less that we belonged to
Great Britain, Sowe may eooperate and yet
femain holdmg those portions of Truth we regard
as essential to our distinetiveness, aud holding
them in the true spiiit of charity, forbearance and
Yove. [look upon present advantages irom this
step, whatever others may follow. Is the fact of
ministers loving oue another, is that no advantuze [
Surely the language of the Psalmistis appropriate.
Is the fact of our people feeding together as they
ought, is that nothing? Tt is nothing to go home
to our flucks and tell them what has taken plice
this night ¢ I conclude with saving that not alone
<he Free Chureh, mot alae the Preshyterian
Chiureh of N. 8., not alone the Church of Scotland
is to get the eredit on this oceasivn, but the Church
of Christ,

Dr. Avery ;—Moderator, as a man of voryfew
wonls. 1 simply say how mueh I am gratified
with this evening’s occurrence. I have always
had o warm attachment to the different bodies of
Preshyterians. I havealways spoken of the dis-
advantage of their beiug separate, and of the ad-
vantage that would result from their being united,
T shall do all in my power to promote that union.

Rev. W. Snodgrass snid; This was suchan oc-
currence a8 he had longed and prayed for. He
could say that he had not only been desirous of
co-operation with the Presbyterian Church of N.
8, but to the utmost of his ability he bad alvendy
co-operated.  He had made it his duty to show
that he was biased by no sectarianism, either with
reference to the Free Chureh or the Chwich whose
Deputationis uow present. He lield thatin douing so
he had made no sacrifice of prineiple, no, not even
an iota of priuciple; on the contrary he had the
entisfuction of feeling that s higher Cliristian prin-
ciple than that which kept Presbyterians divided
was by such conduet maiutained and upheld.
Ever since ho had stepped on this Province, he
had lumented the divided state in whieh Presby-
terians are situated, and still more the sad and
melancholy fruits of their divisions. Hoping
that this occurrence was but the precursor of g
firm and satisfictory union, he hailed the presence
of the Deputation, and the addresses to which
they had lstened. as a new epoch in the history
of Presbyterianism in these Provinces. He be-
lieveq the whole subject was now regularly before
the Court by the authenticated extracts from the
Synod Reeords of the Presbyterian Chureh of N.
8., which had that evening been read, and by the
statements which hid J'ustf been m de by the Dep-
utation, explanatory of the brotherly intercourse
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desired in the meantime by that Church, and in
support of it; and, as he had reason to know from
a lctter accompanying these extracts that the
tiwe, at which the proceedings of the other Synod
would be brought to a close, would not allow of
their sending a Deputation to meet that Court,
he would move the following resolution, which,
while it would bring the matter to a point, would
also meet, he hoped, the views and wishes of their
brethren of the Deputation, as well as express
the sentiments cutertained, he ventured to say,
by every member of this Court; he then read
and submitted a Resolution as follows. “That
this Synod, heartily concurring in the strong desire
expressed hv the Rev. the Synod of the Preshy-
terian Church of N. 8. in the extract-minutes
communicated by order of said Syood to this
Court, aud by the sentiments now uttered in tho
addresses of the members of the Deputation, to
whom the members of this Court have been priv-
ileged to listen, hereby declare themsclves ready
to co-operate in the adoption of such steps as to
them mauy seem proper for the establishing of
mutual confidence between the Synods and for
the securing and promoting of harmonious feeling
and action—appoint a Committee to confer with
any Committee that may be apFointed by the
other Synod for the attainment of these objects;
ani instruct the Clerk to send a copy of this Reso-
lution to the Clerk of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church of N. S. at his earliest convenience.”

Mr. Snodgrass concluded by saying that, if this
resolution passed, it would give him the greatest
pleasure to record it in their Minutes. Perhaps
for many years to come, perhaps when they were
gone, others would point with gratitude to the
fact that this Resolution is to be found in the Rec-
ords of the Synod of the Chureh of Seotland in
N. 8. Peabaps, like the solitary footprint, which
the tide has not reached or effaced, guiding the
wanderer on the almost pathless shore, it would
encourage and cheer many a spirit.

Rev. A. Mackay ; Moderator, 1 eordially second
the motion. 1 express the greatest satisfaction
at the sentiments uttered by the members of the
Deputation who have visited our Court. T re-
spect them for the manuer in which they have
expressed, themselves '}0 hiihly in.reforence 4o
our Church at Home. The Church which has met
us has been before our Church, planted itself here,
opposed error, and advanced the interests of
Truth. We can respect them on various grounds.
We may also imitate them.  Tsecond the motion.

Rev. A, Pollock; Moderator, 1 thiuk the course
proposed by Mr. Snodgrass is more graceful and
pleasing than any other. I think it will be best
that the members of the Deputation go away in
possession of this Resolution. The Resolutivn
seems to embody the feelings expressed by the
last gentleman who spoke, It is a matter of sin-
gular gratification to me to wituess this scene, I
wil always recur to this as something pleasing,
and it is a bigh privilege that we bave been fa-
voured to meet together at this time, Many things
have been said respectfully of the Church of
Scotland. We must be allowed to say that we
also respect them. They were first on this field,
and first occupied the waste places, supplying
spiritual destitution, and applying their admirable
machinery to the noble purpose of preaching the
Gospel to destitute souls. I must be allowed
further to state that, as an individual, I must
claim for myself the privilege of having acted
out the sentiments expressed in the Resolution.
1 was not more than a fortnight in New Glasgow
when one of theic ministers called and asked me
to co-operate in a union-prayer-meeting. That
the Presbyterian ministers of New Glasgow with
one exception have done since I went there. We
have met and praycd together and addressed the
same people. We have had much satisfaction in
this. It has been pleasing to the spirit, aud tend-
ing to many pleasing remembrances.

Rev. A, MacGilliveay; Moderator, if we had
net received this Deputation as we have done,
we would not have acted as Christians. If we
had not received us we have done those who
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have come with an offer of peace, presenting an
n{)portunity of coming nearer and acting more
closely on a friendly footing, we would pot bave
acted as Christians. Mr. Bayne bas referred to
their Forelgn Mission. Sir, o Report of that
Mission brought me to -my knees. and I have
prayed that God would bless that Church. And [
dn believe that God hasshowered back His bless-
ings upon them again. Thereisnot asentime nt in
the Resolution that I would not sccond. T wish
that Committees would be appointed by both
Synods, that steps may be taken even before the
separation of the Synods.

Rev. A. McLean; Moderator, the scene we
have witnessed we were nccustomed to hear of
as something that would one day or other take
place I did not expect when I came here, to
witness this scene, and my feelings are such that
I cannot express them. A great step has been
taken. It strikes us as something new, and why ?
It is not extraordinary. It is just what should
always be the ease. Let the most be made of
our differences, they form no ground whatever
for anything to keep us apart, for any lessening
of that affection which; as followers of the same
Master, we are bound to entertain towards each
other. Lookiag upon this asa greatstep, Ithink
we should not part without entreating the bless-
ing of God upon what we have seen and leard.

Rev. Geo. W. Sprott; Moderator, while I cor-
dially support the motion, I feel that it is only
the speeding rising of the other Synod that should
prevent us from appointing a Deputation to meet
themn, I trost this may be remedied another year
by our meeting at the same time, which at the
conclusion of vur Synod meeting: we can arrange.
With regard to the question of Unity, we cannot
expect the World to be converted umil the
Church is one. Qur Saviour says. “that they all
may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and T in
Thee that they also may be one in Us; thatthe
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” Here,
as a distinet consequence of Union, is placed the
conversion of the World,  This is not mere unity
of spirit. It wust be a unity of co-operation, amd
ultimately of incorporation. I do not think that
every body of men is bound to putinto their creed
every seniment which they believe. The Revw.
Gentleman concluded by advertiog to and con-
demning the two extremes—the one, that of sink-
ing into unity upon any grounds and upon any
terms, the other, that of stretching out to an wi-
due and unnecessary length the articles of belief
which compose the distinctive ereeds of Churches,

The Moderator asked if any other member wag
disposed to express his views on the Resolution,
when, no oune rising, he briefly stated his own ap-
probation, and, having put the motion to the Court,
it was carried unanimously. The members of the
Deputation then returned thanks for the cordial
and satisfactory manner in which they had been
received. Acting upon the happy suggestion of
Mr. McLean, the Moderator then called upon Mr.
Scott to pray. After an appropriate prayer the
Deputation withdrew. The oeccurrence was felt
by all present to be of the most solemn and im-
pressive description—a season of refreshing from
the presence of the Lord—and we doubt not that
many prayers were that night offered and that ma-
ny prayers will yet ascend to the God of all Grace
thal this great nitiative step may soon be con~
summated in a grand and glorious union of all Pres-
byterians.

The Synod then adjourned to meet to-morrow
at 10 o’clock, of which public iutimation was
made ; aud this sederunt closed wiih prayer.

Wednesday 4th July, 1835,
MORNING SEDERUNT.

The Synod met tbis mprning according to ad-
journment and was constituted. 'The Roll was
called ; sederunt as before.  Messts. MacGilli-
vray and He:dman condu-ted the Devational Fx-
ercises. Messrs. McLean and McKay were ap-
pointed to do the same to-morrow. 'The Minutes
of last meeting were read and, being cotrected,
were sustained. '
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COMMITTEE ON CO-OPERATION WITH THE SyN-
op OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
Nova ScoTia.

The Clerk called attention to the eircumstance
that, while, by the Resolution he bad moved last
evening, it had been agreed to appoint a Commit-
tee to confer with any Commitiee appointed by
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of N. 8. for
the purposes stated in the Lesclution, a Conmit-
the Ead not yet been named. A Committee was
then appoinied, corsisting of the Moderator,
Messrs. Scott, McGillivray,Pollok ,and Dr. Avery.
Mr. Scott to be Convener.

Appress To His ExceLLeEncy, THE Likv-

TENANT GOVERNOR oF Nova Scoria.

Mr. Sprott asked leave, at this stage of the pro-
ceedings t0 move the appointment of a Cowmit-
tee to draft an Address to His Excellency, the
Lieutenant Governor of N. 8. Leave was grant-
ed and the following Committee appointed, viz.:
The Moderator, Messrs. deott, Sprott and Dol-
lok.*

MINUTES OF LAST YEAR,S MEETING oF SYNOD.

The consideration of the Minutes of last year’s
meesing was then resumed.

Mr. Sprott, Clerk of the Presbytery of Halifax,
gave a vetbal report on certain Church property
within the bounds of the Presbytery, which Re-
port consisted chiefly of the result of Inquiries
with reference to St. James’ Chureb, Dartmouth,
and of proceedings taken for the recovery of Pres-

bytery records, which since 1843 had been in the |

hauds of the Free Church Presbytery.  The Syn-
od approved of the Report. The Presbytery
were commended for their diligence, and the in-
stractions of last year were reprated.

There was no Report from the Presbytery of
Pictou, Mr. Snodgrass veported that St. John’s
Church, Belfast, P. k. Island, is incorporated, and
the Church at Georgetown registered in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland.

‘The Commiittee appointed las; year to draw up
an account of the staie of the Church in these
Provinces, and to found an appeal thiereon to li-
centiates in Scotland, reported that they had obeK-
ed their instructions without delay, and that the
manrer in which they had discharged the duty

intrusted to them was known to all the members |
of Synod. The Synod approved of what had been |

done and commended the Cumnmittee for their dil-
igence. Swnce the meeting of last year one li-
centiate, the Rev. Geovge Harper, was sent out
by the Colonial Committee, and was received as

a probationer successively within the bounds of

the Presbyteries of Halitux and Pictou. He had
“also visited P. E. Island, and in the various local~
ities where he had served as a Missionary he had
laboured with much aceceptance and ability. The
arrival of Mr. Harper was hailed as a fiesh token
of the sympathy entertained by the Church at
Houme for the Church in these Provinces, and the
hope is thereby renewed that the Colonial Com-
mittee may soon have at their disposal many more
young men, willing to cross the Atlantic and min-
ister to their countrymwen here in holy things.

Mr. Snodgrass stated for himself and Mr. Pur-
die that they bad been unable to fulfil the appoint-
ment laid upon them to correspond with the Syn-
od of N. B., as that Court hud roet at the same
tiune with this Synod.

The Report of the Committee on Overtures was
then called for. .

The Report havmg'beeq receved, the Com-
mittee asked leave to sit again, wbich was grant-
ed. The Syuod agreed to censider and dispose of
these Overtures as much as possible in the order
stated.

Ovegiuse oN Synob Fuxp.

This overture was introduced and supported by
the Clerk. He showed thie necessity there exists
for the immediate institution of such a Fund, and

ointed out the objects 10 which in the mean time
itought tgextend.” The efficiency of Synod meet-
ings depended in some measure upon this Fund.
Many membe.s had to travel a great distance, and

*For the Address and Reply see the Presbylerian
for Augt, pege 125
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that incurred an expense which ministers at least
might sometimes have the greatest difliculty in
meeting. A minister must feel it to be one of
the most painful and annoying of excuses for non-
attendance at this Court, that he could not afford
the exypense of traveling, and the Synod could not
blame him for absenting himself for this reason.
It was most desirabie that all ministers should be
present at the meetings of the Synod, and he call-
ed upon the Court, therefore, 10 assent to the pass-
ing of a measure, which would remove, he hoped,
every barrier or excuse on the score of expenses.
It was also desirable, they would allow, that ses-
sions should be represented at this Court by an el-
der as well as by a minister, and many an elder
might not be in a position to attend with comfort
at his own expense. Besides, he maintained, it
is the duty of the Church generally, for whose ben-
efit Synodical meetings are held, to supply the
meauns sought by the institution of this Fund.  And
hie believed their congregations would for the most
part rejoice in the opportunity that would now be
given of contributing for this object. He would
move as follows ;—'The Synod, having heard the
overture, approve of the same; appoiut an an-
nuul collection to be made in all the churches and
stations within the bounds of the Synod, which
collection shall go to the formation and mainte-
nance of a Fuud to be called, The Synod Fund;
direct the said collection to be made, after inti-
mation and explanation, on some sabbath previ-
ous to the sixth before the meeting of Synod in
each year; declare the object for which this Fund
snall be available to be, to defray the expenses
incurred by meetings, of Synod, by the carrying-
out oFSg'nodica] procedure, and by the attendauce
of members; and appointed Dr. Avery to be Treas-
urer of this Fund, to whom a return of collec-
tions is required to be made each year before the
meeting of Synod.

This Resolution was seconded by Mr. Scott. and,
members having stated their concurrence, it pass~
ed unanimously.

OverTURE on “The Montury Rrcorp of the
CuurcH of Scorraxp in Nova Scoria and the
ApsoiNiNG Provinces.”

This overture was introduced and supported |

by the Clerk, who said it was with the greatest
delight he had received and read the Prospectus
of this Periodical when it was issued towards the
close of lnst year. 1t had now been bafore them
and in the hands of many of the people in succes-
sive numbers for scveral months, and he might
now speak with confidence of its merits and use-
fulness. It supplied a want which all felt to ex-
ist. It furpished from time to time interesting
and important information relative to the Church
at Home and in the Colonies, for which the peo-
ple were grateful, and which ministers must be
delighted to have in circulation. Already it had
greatly strengthened their hands and advanced
their cause. The people could speak on matters
of which befure they knew little or nothing. Tt
ha«d awakened new feelings of interest and attach-
ment. It enabled them to some extent to meet
the unfounded charges of wenkness and ineffici-
ency, to sce how false were the rash predictions
put forth so busily by the enemies of the Church
o few years ago. He was sure there exists but
one feeling of gratitude to the gentlemen in Hal-
ifax who bad so cheerfully consented to under-
take the pecuniary respousibility attending its
publication—but one feeling of approbation of the
excelient and laborious services rendered by the
Editors - but one feeling of duty on the part of
members of this Court with reference to its more
extensive civculation aud to their more combined
sapport of it. The manner in which the printing
bad been executed, and the form in which it ap-
peared, were also in the highest degree credita-
ble. He would move the following Resclations :

1. That the thanke of the Synod be tendered
and they are hereby unanimously tendered to
those gentlemen in Halifax who have so kindly
and cheerfully stepped forward and taken upon
themselves the pecuniary responsibilities involy-

ed in the originating and maintaining of the
Monthly Record for the current year,

2. That the thanks of the Synod be tendered to
Messrs. Martiu and Sprott, the Editors, for their
excellent and laborfous services.

3. That this Synod recognize and declare “The
Monthly Record of the Chureh of Scotland in No-
va Scotia and the adjoining Provinces” to be the
organ of the Chureh of Scotland in the Provinces
under their ecclesiastieal jurisdiction.

4. That the Synod strongly urges the members
of this Court to give all diligence in communicat-
jng original articles and matters of interesting
intelligence, and recommenls the same duty to
such the laity as can possibly fulfil it.

5. The Synod is pledged, individually and eol-
leetively, to increase the circulation of the Month-
ly Recory.

These Resolutions were seconded by Mr. Mac-
Gillivray, who spoke of the extent to which it
was circulated in his congregation, of the good it
bad effected during the short period of its exist-
ence, and of the interest with which the people
looked for each sneceeding number. Almost ever-
y member spoke in similar terms, several of them
giving interesting statements comnected with its
brief history, and a variety of suggestions as to
the means which might be adopted to increase its
circulation. It was plainly implied in all that
was said that the Court should not rest satisfied
with the bare puint of suceess whlch had been
reached, but that a higher and a higher degree of
success should be aimed at,

The Resolutions were put and passed unani-
mously. The Clerk was irstructed to communi-
cate the action taken in this matter to the Com
mittee of Mauagement. The Moderator on mo-
tion left the Chair, when the Ex-Moderator, in
the name and by the order of the Court, tender-
ed to Messrs. Martin and Sprott the vote of thanks
passed in terms of the second Resolution, which
those gentlemen suitably acknowledged. The
Moderator having resumed his seat, the Synod
adjourncd to meet at 6 o'elock, and that sederunt
closed with prayer.

(70 be concluded.)
S?lightly abridged from the Halifax Monthly

ecord for August.] .

COLONIAL CHURCHES.
(From the II. and F. Missionary Record.)

The Colonial Committee bave little of gen-
eral interest this month to lay before our
readers. The following letter, addressed
to the late lamented Secretary, Mr. Young,
may occupy a suitable place in our pages.
[Extract Letter—Rev, George Hurper, Mission-
ary, Wallace, Nova Scotia, duted April, 1855.

I duly received your letter of 10th February
last, enclosing extract Minute of the Colonial Com-
mittee, sanctioning the distribution of my labours,
in the meantime, as an itinerant mi ary be-
tween the destitute localities embraced within the
bounds of the Presbyteries of Halifax and Pictou.
Shortly after T had commenced operations in the
extensive and important district which I am now
occupying, or towards the middle of February, I
addressed a communication to you, containing a
full account of what I had been doing since my
ariival in this country in the end of last year.
Since the date of my Inst Report I have been bus-
ily employed in the same district, which em-
braces the villages of Wallace and Pugwash, to-
gether withseveral smaller stations in the morere-
mote parts. Besides preachiug twice every Sab-
bath in one or other of these villages, where we
have always a full attendance, 1 preach at the sta-
tions on week-days ; endeavouring, at the same
time, {0 visit as many as possible of our adherents
at their houses.  And 1 humbly trust that my la-
bours, which, it will thus be seen, are somewhat
arduous, are blcssed to the spiritual edification
and improvement of our people in those destitute

»



localities, which have so long been deprived of
the services of a regular pastor. The particulars
of my visits to the smaller settlements I furnish
to the Missionury Record of our Church in this
Colony, a periodical, condueted by ministers of our
Church, which bas only lately been started, and
which, being already extensively circulated among
our people, bids fair to be of very great service to
the eause by bringing prominently into view the
real state of our spititual wants, I need only,
therefore. refer you to our organ in the Lower Colo-
nies for detailed information regarding the condi-
tion and prospects of this distriet, which is un-
doubtedly one ot the largest and most important
in the Colony, promising to all appearance at no
very distant period to afford scope for the labours
of several missionaries. »

1 would embrace this opportunity of again
bringing under the notice of our young probation-
ers and others, who may feel disposed to offer their
services for the North American Colonies, that.
from all that I have seen and heard of the spiritual
destitution in this Colony, there is yet a most abun-
dant and promising field to be occupied.  For my
own part I must confess that [ now regret very
much I did not sooner adupt the resolution of com-
ing out here; and I firmly believe that there ave
those among our licentintes at Home, who, if they
were only made nware how many spheres of use-
fulness are open for them here, would not hesitate
a moment to offer themselves to the Committee.
So far as my own expericnce goes, I can confident-
1y assure them that, notwithstanding many obsta-
cles, the Church of Scotland is rapidly gaining
strength in this Colony, and only waits for active
and devoted missionaries to attach themselves to
her cause, organise her numnerous though seattered
adberents, und make her here, as at Home, a bless-
ing to the community. In ber present erippled
condition in this Province, with only a handful of
labourers, it is but too true that she forms an easy
prey to the inroads of falzehood, bigotry and sce-
tarinnism,—many hundreds of her suppoiters be-
ing left for years altogether without the cujoy-
ment of her religious ordinances, and thus beeom-
ing exposed to the instnuating artifices of falee
and incompetent teachers, who, with lying words
in their mouths, go about to deceive them. And
this state of matters, however much it is to be
deplored, must and will continue until we are in
a position to oceupy all our waste places, and as-
sume an aggressive gttitude, and bring hack such
as had thus been beguiled from the field of our
beloved Zion. May this much longcd-f n period
soon arrive! In the meantime it is gratifying to
know that, amidst numerous diffculties, she is
still prosperous in Nova Scotia. Lo

As an evidence of what I bave now said, in re-
gard to theprospects of probativners in this Colo-
ny soon obtaining a fued churge, | may mention
that, thought I have not yet been Jour months
here, I have already received a call from the con-
gregations of Wallace and Pugwash, to become
thet pastor. At a nieeting held in Wallace on
the 5th inst. they unanimously came to that reso-
lution ; and, although, as you are aware, I was
originally destined for Prince Edward Island,
which I was unable to reach at the time I arrived,
in conscquence of the closing of the navigation, 1
think this too important a distriet to be lost sight
of, more especially us I have every reason to be-
lieve that my refusal to comply with the earnest
wishes of the people, after so long period of des-
titution, would do incaleulable mischief to our
cause in this quarter. After due deliberation,
and with the cordial and unanimous approbation
of my brethren in the ministry, I have therefore
agreed to accept the above qall. But, as the peo-
pfe of Georgetown are anxiously looking for my
arrival on the Island in speing, 1think I shall be
able, notwithstanding this arrangement, to spend
a month or two in visiting them, when I shall en-
deavour to collect information as to their state,
and forward the same to the Committee. At
least it is my own earnest Wish to visit them be-
fore summer; by which time, it is much to be
hoped, there may be more labourers in the field.
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PRESENTATION TO ARCH. SCOTT, ESQ.

% On Wednesday last an elegant Silver
Epergne, accompanied by an address, was
presented to Archibald Scott, Esq., by a large
number of his fellow-citizens. The address
was signed by John Williamson, Esq., and
the Hon. Alex. Keith on behalf of the sub-
seribers and was read by Mr. Williamson,
to which Mr. Scott made a suitable reply.
The Epergne was designed and manufactur-
ed by Mr. John Gray, Billeter Square, Lon-
don, and bears the following inscription :

Presented to
Archibald Scott, Esq.,
by a number of the Citizens of Halifax in
token of respect for the faithful and impar-
tial maunner in which he discharged the du-
ties of
Alderman

from October 1851 to October 1554,

We insert the above with singular pleas-
ure. The plate cost, we learn, £80 sterling
in London. It is a substantial token of the
estimation in which the recipient is held by
his fellow citizens.”

‘We feel much pleasure in extracting the
foregoing from the Halifax Morning Chron-
icle. 'We know well that Mr. Scott has
at all times taken a lively interest in
the snceess of our periodical in the Lower
Provinces and in the welfare of onr Clurrch
generally.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

(Continued from page 182.)
PARISH SCHOOLMASTERS AND SOHOOLS!

Dr. Cooxk, St. Andrews, read the Report of the
Committee on Parish Schoolmasters and Schools,
1t stated that since last Assembly 4 bills affecting
Education in Scotland had occupied the attention
of the Committee. Ist, the bill brought in by
the Lord Advocate afier the rejection of his large
bill of last year-—a short bill ot two clauses, pro-
viding that the salaries of the parish schoolmasters
shall continue to be paid for two years longer ac-
cording to tbe fiars prices of 1828instead of those
of 1853, and to which bill it did not seem neces-
sary to the Committee to offer any objection ; 2d,
the bill laid by Lord Kinnaisd on the Table of the
House of Lords last session, but not proceeded in
before the prorogation; 3td, the bill introduced
into the House ot Commons by Mr. Stirling, the
provisions of which were the same as those of
Lord Kinnaird’s bill, and of which the Commit-
tee, at a meeting held on the 3rd March last, ex~
pressed their general approval; and 4th, the
Lord Advocate’s new bill, which was in all essen-
tial poiuts the same as the bill petitioned against
by the judicatories of this Church, and thrown
out last session upon the second reading. The
Committee opposed this bill on the following
grounds:— .

«1, Because it would effect a radical change in
the presentsystem of parochial schools in Scotland,
as existing in connection with and under the su-
perintendence of the Church of Scotland, and that
10 violation of solemn statute andancient treaty,
in hostility to the principles on which the Estab-
lished Church is maintained, and to the destruc.
tion of the security which exists for the continu-
ance of sound religious instruction in the schools.

“2. Because the bill appears by clause 27 to
authorise or require the separation of Religion
from the ordinary instruction of the schools, which
would in that case become purely secular.

.
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“ 3. Because, while it appears that religious in-
struction is to be communicated at certain stated
separate hours, there is no security for that religi-
ous instruction being Christian, or for the Chris~
tian knowledge, belief or character either of the
teachers, by whom that instruction is to be given,
or of the inspectors or others by whom the teach-
ers are fo be superintended. )

“There are various other provisions of the bill
to which strong objections might be urged, bat
the Commiitee deem it enough to state the gener-
al and leading grounds on which they regard the
bill as fraught with peril to the interests of sound
Education and Religion in Scotland, as well as
most injurious to the Church of Scotland.”

‘I'he Report concluded by stating that the Com-
mittee had sent a deputation to London to enlist
opposition to the second reading of the bill; that
its second reading, however, had been carried by
210 to171; and that the amendment of Mr. Cum-
ming Bruce, to divide the bill, had been lost by
149 to 142. Various other amendments on the
bill had been given notice of, but these did not
seem to the Committee to be likely to take away
its dangers and hostile character. It did not ap-
pear to the Committee, however, that there was
any reason to regard as unavailing the continued
endeavour to resist the passing of the bil' in the
House of Commons; and they deem it most neces-
sary that urgent means should be adepted by the
General Assembly to bring the character of the
bill before the members of the Upper House, that
no opportunity might be lost of endeavouring to
prevent the passing of a measure which was like-
ly to change fundamentally the Religious and Ed-
ucativnal institutions of Scotland, and to endanger
the future character of the people and the pros-
pects of the country. '

Dr Cook, St Andrews, then addressed the House
at some length on the subject of the Lord Advo-
cate’s bill. He said there were two general pro-
positions by which that bill, or any bill on the
same subject, might be tried. The “first of these
was that any national system of Education ought
to be on a religious basis aud of a religious char-
acter; and the other, that the Scottish national
system of Schools was one which hud been at-
tended wyith eminent and gmexnmp‘ed suegess.
He needs not detain the House in establishin,
these propositions, for in fact they were'adm'itteﬁ
by the friends and promoters of the bill themselves.
The learned gentleman, by whom the bill wag
brought in, stated in his place in Parliament that
not only the people of Scotland would not ad-
mit of any non-religious system of Education
being established in the country—and he (Dr.
Cook) hoped he wonld receive another proof of
that thay he yet thought of--but he s,tatetr further
that such a system ought not to be established.
There were various other testimonies that might
be brought to prove the general acknowledgement
of this principle, but there was one which he par-
ticularly desired to notice, coming, as it had done,
from one who had eloquently supported this bill-~
he meant Dr. Guthrie. What in fact was the prin-
ciple of the Ragged Schools, with which Dr Guth-
rie’s name was connected, but this, that any non~
religious system would be profitless for the edu~
cation of the people, inasmuch as there were thou-
sands of children in the commurity, who, if they
did not get religion in the school, would gét it no-
where.  Dr. Guthrie’s testimony on this subject
was—* Without the religion of the school there
are, unhappily for out country, thousands whe
must grow up with little or no religions instruc-
tion whatever. Nothing more easy than for spec-
ulative gentlemen to sitin their drawing-rooms,
their pariours and studies, and decide this matter
to their own satistaction; but I'appeal to ministers
on this platform, or in this house, whether it be
not true that, with the engrossing business pur-
suits of the people, the bustle of each worki
day, the exhaustion anq fatigue of overtaxed bo?f
ies and minds, the religious knowledge of many
has been received, not at the lips of toiled and
tired parents, but in the common school.” The
other general proposition, to which he (Dr. Cook)
had adverted, met with almost equally general
acknowledgement, namely, that the Scottieh pa-
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rochial system had been attended with eminent
and unexampled success. Who denied it Not
even the friends and promoters of the bill. They
admitted that Scotland had derived advantages
from the system of parish schodls, such as no other
country enjoyed. It tas not 20 years ago—it
was since the accession of her present Majesty—
that the Goverment of Lord Melbourne, in ex-
tending aid for establishing schools int the High-
lands, put ont record in a Treasury minute this
judgement (¢ In applying this principle, it does
not become necessary to establish any iew system
of Education but to extend the principle of Scot-
tish parochial schools, which hate already not on-
ly been the source of good in that part of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, but have laid down a mode of Ed-
ucation worthy of imitation elsewhere.” That
was the recorded opinion of her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in 1838 in regard to the value of the Scot-
tish parochial system. The system, then, that
was so described by senators and statesmen, was
surely worthy of being regarded when they were
to legislate on the subject. But how did these
propositions he had indicated correspond with the
provisions of this bill? He humbly submitted
that it violated them both. It violated the prin-
ciple of Religious Education, and it overturned
the establishment of the parochial system. He
knew very well that that was denied by the sup-
porters of the bill ; but,if he could show that it
did violate principles so fundamental—principles
so dear to them, and cherished not merely from
recollection and association but from a regaid to
the interests of the country, they were not to be
twitted or taunted with acting on narrow and sec-
tarian principles if upon these grounds they of-
fered their strenuous and uncompromising oppo-
sition to the bill. First, as to religious principle,
they were well aware that it was held by many
of the supporters of the bill—by its framer and
others—that there was sufficient religious securi-
ty in the bill. There were many, however, who
were giving their support to the bill, beheving it
not lo include the teathinf of Religion. Where
was the security in the bill that every child who
was to be taught in these schtl)pls woqld‘hav‘q the’:'
rtunity of receiving religious instruction
({-j;g?n theybezinning mgthe end of the bill the
Christian religion or the Word of God was not
mentioned. 1t was very true that there did occur
a reference to the Word of God in thg preamble,
bat there was nothing said regarding it in the et-
fective and euacting clauses of the bill. ‘The
preamble said that instruction in Religion, as here-
tofore in use in the parish schools, was consonant
to the opinions and professions of the people; but
what followed? Did it say that such instruction
should be continued in these schools? No such
thing. It was left to depend in every instance on
the opinions and professions of the people. Sup-
pose the opinions of the people, as surely the rec-
ords of history gave them reason to apprehend,
should become greatly changed. Suppose that in
any one parish the majority of the people connect-
ed with the district held opinions entirely at va-
riance with the Word of God, was there any pro-
vision in the bill that woald prevent the schools
of that district falling into the hands of persons
holdIng such opinions? It was very true that it
was stated in the bill that the master should teach
Religion; but how? At certain stated hours,
and at certain stated hours only. That was de-
nied; but, if they looked to the object for which
certain hours were fixed, they would find that nec-
essarily this religious instruction must be confin-
ed to such stated hours only. But what religion
was it that the master was 10 teach? Was it the
Christian religion—was it the Protestant? If so,
why was it not said so? The master was under
no obligation to sign or make any profession of
his faith, and was not required to avow himself a
member of any Christian Church, so that the na-
tional schools, requiring * Religion” to be taught
in them, might at any time become serninaries in
which Popish error or Mormonite delusion might
be inculcated. But they were toll there was
no risk of that, for the master was to be examined
in his religious knowledge by the inspectors.
But who were the inspectors? They had confi-
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dence in the existing inspectors, as being gentle-
men who were required to make profession of the
Christian faith, and in whose nomination the
Church or its Education Committee must concur;
but under the proposed system the inspectors, like
the masters, might be of any or of no religion.
But the inspectors were to be directed by a Board.
Who were they 2 They consisted of respectable
gentlemen, Provosts and Proiessors, and certain
nominees of Government. Was it really come to
this, that, after Secotland had been convulsed
from one end to the other for the sake of preserv-
ing the religion and doetrine of Christ’s Chwrch
from what was thought State intrusion, the whole
religion of the rising generation was to be com-
mitted to the superintendence of a Board, not one
member of whiech was necessarily a Christian
man. It might seem somewhat harsh to antici-
pate these results from the adoption of this meas-
ure, but he submitted that they had more than
mere speculation to guide them in this matter.
A system like that proposec had been tried else-
where. The attempt to pare down Religion in
the school, and to strip it of everything to which
any denomination might objeet, had ended in this,
that Religion had been banished from the schools,
and that children in thousands had grown up with-
out any knowledge of God’s Word, of God’s Com-
mandments, or of the Saviour’s name. ¢ My ex~
perience,” said Dr Edson, giving his opinion of the
operation of the secular system in America, *of
nearly 30 years as a pastor, has, I am sorry tosay,
forced upon me the painful conviction that our
public school system has undermined already a-
mong our population to a great extent the doctrines
and principles of Christianity. 1 find many not
only unable to repeat any of the Ten Command-
ments but eutirely unaware of there being any
Ten Commandments at all. I find them general-
ly well grounded in the ovdinary elements of what
is called Common Education, and cleverand acute
as to all worldly matters that concern them, but
very lax in their notions of moval obligation and
duty, and indisposed to submit to uny authority or
control whatever, even from a very early age.”
He (Dr Cook) knew that this extract had been
quoted before, and that their opponents were now
tired of hearing it, but he might also be aliowed
to quote other testimony from quarters that cer-
tainly were not disposed to look with the same
eyes as they did on the system they now had.
Mr. George Lewis, a minister of the Free Church,
and who was one of a deputation from that Church
to America some years ago, thus wrote on his re-
turn :—** I found our brethren at Princetown en-
tirely at one with us as to the necessity of the
Protestant churches having day-schools for the dai-
ly Scripture instruction of the young. The na-
tional system of Education, in the attempt to please
all parties, has necessarily reduced religious in-
struction to a minimum both in quantity and quali-
ty. The Bible is stiH used insome of the national
schools, but no religious instruction is allowed—
no explanation of whatis read. Religious men
have not the choice of the books, nor is there
any security for the religious qualifications of the
schoolmaster. The consequenceis, men of decid-
ed Christian views cease to take an interest in
schools from which whatever is of most value is
excluded, and abandon them to the care of men
of the world, whose religion evaporates in senti-
mental generalities that carefully eschew all doc-
trinal truth.” He might also quote the testimo-
ny of Dr Hodge of America, who, after referring
to the law passed in the State of New York in
1842, forbidding sectarian teaching and books in
the schools, the result of which, he stated, was
that every book, even the Bible, and every sen-
timent to which the Romanist objected, was ban-
ished and expunged, when demanded, said-“Noth-
ing is more certain than that to exclude reli-
gious instruction from the public schools is to give
up a large part of the people to ignorance of God
and duty. This was not a matter of conjecture
buta fact of experience.”” These statements gave
a prophetic view of what they might expect to
see 1n our country il that system, which, so far as
they could perceive, was identical with that which
had been tried in America, was 1o be tried here.

But it was not the Church of Scotlaud alone thaf
viewved this bill with apprehension, He might
refer to apprehensions of a similar kind expressed
by the Free Church Synod of Glasgow and Ayr;
but there was only one other testimony he would
quote to show that their views of this bill. as in-
troducing a system of non-religious instruction,
were participated in by parties with whom they
had no comnection. Mr: J. C. Colquhoun, in
writirig of the bill of last session, said—* The
Board is, therefore, official, secular and political.
Whatever shall be the faith and fashion of the Gov-
ernment is likely 1o be the faith and fashion of the
Board. Whatever creed the Government has the
Board will have--so much and no more.” He
(Dr Cook) submitted that the bill also violated the
principle which ongbt to be observed in cases
where there had been such unexampled success,
naipely, of preserving and mantaining the insti-
tution that had been o successful. T'he Lord Ad-
vocate said he left the parish schools where they
stood. How ? By leaving them still under the
management of the heritors and minister. FEven
that was not done. What was their authority at
present? It was not an absolute one. It was
only in conjunction with the Presbyteries of the
Chureh, and only in subjection to Acts of Parlia-
ment, which required that in parish schools Reli-
gion showld be taught, and that the teacher in
these schools should be a man of Christian faith.
This bill did not leave the parish schools as they
stood, though they were left to the niinister and
the heritors. It was no slight but a most funda-
mental change that was proposed in this respect.
Looking, then, to the question in a statesman-like
point of view, was it wise thus to abolish and
overthrow a systemr which had proved itself to be
so effectual in the education of the people of Scot-
land 7 But there was another light in which be
must regard the destruction (for he could call it
nothing else) of the parish schools, viz., in so far
as it aftected the Church of Scotland.  The parish
schools were created by the Churek of Scotland—
created for the purpose of enabling her to carry
on her great work. When they were adopted hi:
the State, they were adoptedas a means by whic

the Church was to carry on her great Christian
mission ; and they were gnammeeg to the Churchr
not merely by statute but by the Church of Scot-
land being still retained as @ National Institution.
They were taunted with acting on narrow party
views of personal imterest. It was from no such
views or interests that they sought to maintain the
rights and privileges of the Nagonal Church; and
he must be allowed to state that there were par-
ties on whon they were entitled to press the claims.
of the Church. Why, what was the oath that
every Roman Catholic Member of Parliament
took? That he would lend himse}f to no measure
that was to be to the injury of either of the Estab-
lished Churches of the country. Was not that a
virtual declaration of the obligation incumbent on
every member of the Legislature to do nothing
that, so long as the National Churches existed,
should tend to weaken or destroy their influence
or their usefulness? It was, therefore. from no
such view as had been charged against them that
they resisted this measure ; but they appealed to
the country that, ro iong as the Church of Scot-
land was maintained in her national position and
character,she should not be stripped of those meaus
by which alone she could carry out her great
work. (Hear, hear.) 'These were the two great
propositions, then, by which he thought this bill
should be tried, and tried by which, he thought
they would agree with him, it had been found
yvanting—not merely grievously defective but rad-
ically bad, overthrowing a system which had
proved most valuable for the attainment of the
ends of its institution. Ile could scarcely con-
ceive any conjuncture of circumstances in which
a bill so radically defective could be an acceptable
one; but it migk’:t be fair that they should look to
the circumstances which were alleged as a suffi-
cient ground for introducing this bill.  One of
these grounds, as stated by the learned Lord him-
selt, was the fearful amount of ignorance and
crime. Now, that there wae ignorance in the land
unhappily, and that there was crime, they did not



deny ; but it would be well if gentlemen, when
they tndertook to depict the character of their
country, would not use colours so dar¥ and strange
as to render them unable to recognise it again, and
to make it appear that Scotland wus, what it was
not, amoug the most degraded and the most ig-
norant of the nations of Europe. Ignorance and
crime were not the characteristic features of the
land in which we lived. As to the former, there
were various means by which the Fducational
state of the country might be tested, but he should
take that test which was most commonly referred
to-—namely, the number of children under educa-
tion in the schools, and, although he knew that
the Census Tables had been much objected to as
defective, they were quite sufficient for his pur-
pose, inasmuch as any error_that required to be
corrected would only make his case the stronger.
Mr. Mann made out the number of persons under
education in Scotland to be 1in 7 according to the
Teachers’ Schedule; but take the Occtipants’
Schedule, which there was no reason they should
not do, and they would see that the ordinary num-
ber of children attending school throughout Scot-
Jand was 1 in about 64, or, nore exactly, 1 in 6.7.
They would remember, also, thatit was buta few
years ago that those who were the best authori-
tics on this question referred to 1in 8 as being
about the highest proportion that could be obtain-
ed. Compare the state of Scotland now in this
respeet with what she was in former times, and
the result was most satisfactory. Formerly she
had but 1 in 10 of the population attending school ;
the Parliamentary returns of 1833 showed the num-
ber to be 1 in 8; now it was 1 in 6§. Compare
these numbers with England. In 1818, the pro-
portion was 1 in 175 in 1833 it was 1in11; in
1851 it was 1 in 8. Compare Scotland, also,
with foreign countries, for which comparisom the
materials were furnished by the work of Mr. Kay.
In Prussia the proportion was 1in 6} ; in Bavaria
1in 7; in Hanover and Denmark 1 in 7; in Aus-
tria 1 in 10; and in France 1 in 103. As to the
number of schools in Prussia there was 1 for every
639 inhabitants—in France 1 for 558—in Bava-
ria 1 for 6U3—in America 1 for 600--in Scotland
1 for 530. It was, therefore, not true that Scot-
lund was in such a state of woltul degradation in re-
gard to ignorance. 'The three counties, that were
found to be the worst in Scotland in regatd to the
number under education, were Renfrew, Ross and
Orkney. Buthow bad were they 7 Just about the
average of the whole of England. And yet Scot-
land was to be made the vile corpus of this rash
experiment. Then with respect to crime, was
there such a fearful amount of it prevailing in this
country s the learned Lord seemed to indicate?
He knew that this was a puzzling and a danger-

ous question to meddle with, for the statistics of

crime were so diflicult to handle that some parties
had come to this extraordinary conclusion, that the
more the education the more the crime. That
might, indeed, be the case where the education
wus not a religious one ; but that was not the case
with which they were dealing, If they compar-
ed Scozl.and with other countries or with itselt for-
merly in respect to crime, they would find no
such feartul amount or alarming increase as had
been represented. In Austria there was 1 crimi-
nal for every 800 of the population, in England 1
for every 824, in Scotland 1 for every 933. In
short Scotland was freer of crime than England in
the proportion of nearly 7 to 6. Let them also
look to the progress of crime in Scotland within
the last years, and they would find, from the Par-
liamentary Tables given in the Edinburgh Alma-
nac, that the average from the year 1846 to the
year 1850 was 1 in 830 ; that in 1851 it was 1 in
938 ; in 1852, 995, and in 1863, the jast year re-
turned, 1032.  (Applause.) He asked, therefore,
where was this swelling tide of crime flowing
over the country that called for this bill T But, even
supposing there were such a fearful tide ot crime
ready to overwhplm the country, what would this
bifl do to avert it? What would it do in the way
of increasing the number of schools 1 There was
one class of schools which it would do much to
encourage, namely, that for whose peculiar bene-
fit Privy Council grants were to be coutinued.
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Let money in plenty be got from Britain or from
Italy for aiding Roman 5atholic schools in all the
parishes of Scotland, and the Government would
meet these contributions, for the Roman Catholics
were told that the Privy Council grants were to
be bestowed with increasing liberality,  And then
for these children of ignorance and crime what
would the bill do? ‘There were acts affecting
print wotks and factories that had done much to
increase the attendunce at school of children con-
nected with these works ; the bill contained no
clause like this. Christist ministers and cougre<
gations had done and were doing much to bring
ragped, outcast children to school, but this bill cut
off all connection between the schools and Chris-
tian agenciex. He believed that this bill, instead
of being a barrier to this antivipated tide of igno-
rance and crime, would be the letting-out of the
waters of secularistn and infidelity that soon
would deluge the country, and which the efforts
of future generations would seek in vain to assuage.
The existing condition of the parish schools had
been represented as an obstacle to the uniform and
nonsectarian education of the people. He would
reply to that, that the parish schools were not sec-
tarian, and that these which this bill would erect
would necessarily be so. It was said that this
bill was to unite the Christian denominations of
Scotfand ; he believed that bringing persons of
different sects together to decide what religion
should be taught would be but to increase their
exasperation and alienation. As to uniformity,
he could not meet the argument on this point bet-
ter than in the words of Mr. Cumming Bruce, to
whom the Church was most deeply indebted :—
““Afterall, whatis this uniformity ¥ What does it
mean ? Uniformity means centralisation, central-
isation tneans Government interference, Govern-
ment interference means jobbing, mismanage-
ment, failure--the weakening of the healthtul in-
tluence of local self-government—the drying up
of the sources of individual generosity and mdivid-
ual Christian benevolence. The price is too high
for an article of such questionable utility.””  No;
Scetland would not have her schools converted into
a great engine ol" Government, superintended by
5000 (zovernment officers scattered over the Inm?,
and entirely suhject te Government control, placed
there to train up the rising generation to be the
ruere-instruments. of a gewernmentalsdespotism.
He mistook the eountry to which they and their
fathers belonged if they would submit to such a
system of arbitrary despotism and tyraony. (Ap-
plause.) After referring to the sincere desire the
Church had shown to increase the means of Reli-
gious Education in Scotland by extending her own
Scheme so far as in her power, and by co-opera-
ting with Government in ineasures for the extend-
ing and improving of Kducation, Dr. Cook con-
cluded by repeating the recommendation of the
Committee to send up earnest remonstrances
against this bill, which proposed such sweeping,
such fundamental and such disastrous changes,
and remarked that the bill had to pass aunother
reading in the House of Commons, and had yet to
tind its way into the House of Lords, where there
were some of Sco'land’s best and truest friends,
alive to the danger, and prepared to meet it and
to defend the interests of this Church and the wel-
fare of the people. (Loud applause.)

Dr. GRaNT movedthe adoption ot this Report,
and that the thauks of the Assembly should be
given to the Convener and the Committee. He
thought the Assembly was called to take direct
and immediate action in the question of Education.
As to the Lord Advocate’s bill, he felt himgelf
relieved from entering on its details after the elo-
quent speeches from the m‘inister of Haddington
(Dr. Cook) at the late meeting of the Commission,
and the no less eloquent address to which the As-
sembly had just Listened. The bill completely
severed the connection between the Church and
the Scholastic Eslablishments of the countiy; it
permitted men to be introduced as teachers of
youth who were not in communion with the
Church, and not under her authority; and it alto-
gether took away from her all right ‘of superinten-
dence and control.  Now this was a great change
indeed; it actually amouunted to a scholastic reso-
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Intion ; and surely the onus of proving certain
things lay on the promoters of such a measure.
Had her schools, as now constituted, proved a fai-
lure? Had theg; perpetrated ignorance instead of
removing it? Had they been mere nurseries of
bigotry and intolerance? Had they failed to
make the people intelligent, pious and virtuous?
(Hear)) Why. the very reverse of this not only
could be proved but on all hands it was fully ad-
mitted. One great characteristic of their schools
for 300 years had been that they had been subor-
dinate to and in connection with the Church Fs-
tablishment of the country, through whose care
and under the shelter of whose wings they had
grown and prospered. They were at this moment
an honour to the Church and a credit to the Na-
tion ; never at any time were they more vigorous,
better attended, more successful, and less secta-
rian than at present. (Applause.) True. they
had not accomplished in every corner of the lund
the objects which they were established to pro-
mote; but this arose from no defect in the system,
but from their not being commensurate to the ex-
tent and population of the country, and because
those who had it in their power failed to extend
them in proportion as the population of the country
increased. Surely, then, to interfere with such
schools involved the very essence of folly in lexis-
lation. (Hear, hear.) If ever the maxim ¢ Let
well alone” could apply in any cuse, it applied
in this. But let them Jook more particularly to
the manner in which the bill affected the Church.
No one would deny that it deprived her of one
great means of usefulness, which she had been ac-
customed to cousider as her right arm—that it do-
prived her of what was partand pareel of her ma-
chinery, which had been secured to her ander the
most solemun sanctions,  And why was it that she
was called on to pay this price? Had she vot
been the steady friend of Education?  Was it not
she that first employed those means of raising the
intellectual and moral status of the people 7 Had
she not watched over this matter in every age
with the most anxious care ; and this was the ye-
ward that she was to receive for all ber faithful-
ness? (Hear.) Whatever the designs of its pro-
moters might have been, he would take it on him
to say that it would be a dark day for Scotland
when a Bill such a: that should become the law
of the land. And for what was this measure
brought forward! Scotland, it seemed, was torn
and disturbed by religious dissensions. This wus
true to a certain extent, and he, for one, deplored
it.  Would that the time mightsoon come when
those that held the same faith should see eye to
eye. But it did appear to him an extraordf:xar*y
mode of attaining the object—to destroy Religion
as the subject on which they differed. “That was
purchasing peace surcly at too great a price. The
Church, and, what was more, the Religion of the
land, was in danger. There was hope for Israel
yet, for the deed had not been consummated ; and,
if they wonld lend their hand to the rescue, lef
their trumpet utter no uncertain sound. (Hear,
and applause.) He implored the House by the
memory of their martyred and sainted fathers, and,
by the preciousness of that inheritance which they
had dearly purchased and  handed down without
money and without price to them, to be true to
themselves,’and to the people andto Him in whom
they keep their trust, The Rev. Doctor then in
a few words expressed his approval of the objects
contemplated in the bill of Mr. Stirling. which, he
said, was the unsolicited boon of the high-minded
and liberal heritors of Scotland. (Applause.) Dr,
Grant concluded by moving resolutions to the fol-
lowing effect on the subject of the Lord Advocate’s
Bill, tn addition to those expressing approval of
the Report, and giving thanks to the Commit-
tee:—

« The General Assembly find that, while the
Bill violates the securities provided by statutes
and solemn national compacts for maintaining the
connection of the Church of Scotland with and
her superintendence over the National Schools, and
which has resulted in the education of youth in
the principles of Religion as contained in the rec-
ognired standards of the Church, it substitutes no
\ definite or efficient security for the preservation
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of the religious character of the schools, and is
otherwise wholly objectionable ; and they there-
fore resolve to peution in the strongest terms
against the same.”
The Rev. Dr. also proposed that the Assembly
should petition in favour of Mr. Stirling’s bill,
The debate was then adjourned till the evening.

EvENING SEDERUNT.
The adjourned debate was resumed.

Dr. Bryce then rosc and said he was prepared
to proceed with the motion, ol which he had given
notice, as an amendment on that now submitted.
If the House was ready to adjoura, he should read
and lay that amendment on the Table, and be heard
on it when the Assembly met again. This was
agreed to, and the Rev. Dr. laid on the Table the
following resolutions :—

1. That this Assembly will withhold its sane-
tion and support, in whatever form or to what-
ever extent 1t may be demanded, from any meas-
ure brought into Parliameut for the exteusion and
improvement of F.ducation in Scotland, which, as
regards the religious instruction of the young,
does not provide for that instruction being given 1a
the truths and doctrines of the Old and New Fes-
taunents, as the sume are interpreled and set forth
in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the
Established Church, and which does not supply
full and adequate securities that this mstruction
shall be atlorded, and this within all schools,
whether situated in rural or town aund burgh
parishes.

2. That a bill now betore Parliament, entitled
“ A Bill to provide for the Education of the people
in Scotland,” which has now passed a secoud read-
ing in the Commous’ House of Parliament, and is
in further progress through the Legislature, does
not make any satisfactory provision for & pious,
sound and Protestant education to the youth of
Scotlind, or afford any adequate securities that, if
such education could be regarded as enacted under
it, the same would be fully aud faithfully catried
out.

3. That, should this bill receive the sanction
of the House of Lords, the Church of Scotland
will, in such manner as may be found most advi-~
sable, and iu terms of the General Assewnbly, 1819,
and of the March Comnnission, 1854, cuiry up a
loyal and dutiful address to the Throue, praying
that it may not reccive the Royal asseut.

Dr. Brvce.--My object is to supply what
I think my fricud’s motion is so far defective
in—a resolution or declaration on the great
principle on which the Church stands on this
question, and which, I think, existing cir-
cumnstances more and more demand that we
should again give forth. Ot course [ am bound
to state what 1n my apprehension that principle
is, and it is this—~that it is the civil magistrate’s
duty to afford a religious instruction to all his sub-
jeets, and within Scotland to afford it on the truths
and doctrines ot Holy Writ as set forth in the au-
thoritative standards, which have been sanctioned
and ratified by Church and State. Now, in re-
gard to the bill before us, I mean to confine my-
self to Jooking at it as it proposes lo carry out this
principle.  On the statistical branch of the ques-
tion I should deem it very presumptuous in me
to suy a word after what was been said by the
Convener of your Comuittee. [ now come to anoth-
erargumentin favour of thisbill, notudverted to by
my {riend Dr. Cook in his very able disséction of
the measure. No argument has been more frequent-
ly aud strongly urged than this, that, as 19-20ths of
the people of Seotlund ugree in doctrine, and only
differ in points of discipline wnd Church govern-
met, nothing ought to be easier than to unite the
whole country in one gencral systemn of liduca-
tion with one rule of religious instruction. ‘Fhis
argument has weighed strongly with English
members of both Houses; and the alleged Jact
on which it is founded has been regarded as con-
stituting a happy distinction between England and
Scotlund.  The' first resolution regavds the ques-
tion before usin a wider view. 1 tbink the mo-
tion of my friend Dr. Grant deals with that ques-
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tion too narrowly. Oceurrences have taken place
since the introduction of the bill demanding our
attention. My friend Dr. Grant will bear me out
in saying that 1 have always given my most cor-
dial support to Mr. Stirling’s bifl ; but it has been
under a caveat, that, in agreeing to a measure
which provided for a sound, pious and Protestant
education, acrording to the Catechisms of our
Church, for the children of farmers and agricul-
tural labourers, I shall not be held as agreeing to
the application of any other principle to that of
the children of artizansand manufacturers, This
principle can have no geographical limits with me.
My last proposal is, that the Assembly should
renew a resolution, already twice come to,
that, inthe event of this bill receiving the
sanction of the House of Loids, the Church of
Scotland wilt carry up a dutiful and loyal ad-
dress to the Throne, that it do not receive
the Royal assent. I do hope that this bill, if
it ever get into that House, will neveres-
cape from it; but we must remember it is
poweifully supported by the Government,
and we ought 1o be prepared for the worst.
The Assembly of 1816 and the Commission
of 1854 have already looked to this centin-
geucy. 1 wish the Assembly again to de-
clare their resolation to adopt 1his step; and
I would fuither remind the House that it is
the right of the Church of Scotland, in pra-
senting any address to the Throne, to have
it received by the Sovereizn onthe Throne.
There are but few public bodies who possess
this privilege and honour, but the Chureh of
Scotland is one of them, and ought to exer-
cise it; and the determination of the man-
ner in which it is to be carried out ought to
be determined by the Assembly, and not put
into the'hands of any Committee. Such, Sir,
are the emendations I wounld sugaest to the
motion of Dr. Grant, in which, as I have al-
ready said, I cordially concur. 1fmy rever-
end friend is unwilling to add them to his
motion, or if the sense of the House appears
opposed to entertain them, I need not say
that I shall be quite ready to withdraw them.
To press them in these circumstances is
what I have no desire to do. My hopes are
strong and confident that our friends in the
House¢ of Lords—a stout and truly noble
phalanx—will display the spirit which in
other days distinguished the race from which
they sprung, and that this bill will not be
divided but at once and for ever thrown out.
MrMiLng Home objected to the title of the
Loid Advocate’s bill, as implying that there
was already no provision for the education
of the people in Scotland. He was not aware
that the existing meana were inadequate, es-
pecially after the able statement of Dr. Cook
that forenoon. It was not the waat of schools
but the carelessness of parents in not avail-
ing themselves of the means at present in
existence that was to be remedied. The on-
ly object of the bill seemed to be to divorce
religion and instruction. This would be the
grand feature and effect of this bill. HBe be-
lieved the object of the introduction of the
clause in the Treaty of Union, which referred
to this matter, was not to protect the Estab-
lished Church butto declare the unanimens
desire and resolution of the people, that there
never should be a separation of religion and
instruction. (Hear, hear.) With reference
to Dr. Bryce’s resolutions, he thought that the
first and third resolutions were suited to
emergencies that might never oceur. He
therefore advised Dr. Bryce to withdraw his
resolutions, (Applause.)
Mr Tarr, Kirkliston, said the constitution-
al rights of the Church were bound up with
the true prosperity of the people of Scotland,

and against these rights he held this bill to
be a direct attack.

Dr. RoperTsoN said—In a great question,
such as this, of Education, it seems to me
that no legislation ecan be satisfactory which
does not praceed on clear and well-defined
principles. The details of any proposed meas-
ure, aud the means by which it is to be
carried into effect, are important, no doubt,
in their own place ; but the first thing to be
looked to is the principle of the measure. If
this be unsound, or if the measure involve
contradictory principles, all discussion of
matters of detail ought meaawhile to be te-~
served, a8 tending but to make confusion
stitl move confounded. The measure, which
we are now called upou to consider, is one
which goes to the very heart of the gravest
and most vital interests of the country, and
the disposal of which must effect most seri-
ously, whether for weal or for woe, the whole
constitution of society. To legislate in such
a case, therefore, without a distinct appre-
hension of first prineiples, were, I hesitate
not to say, to legislate with the most culpa-
ble recklessness. Not an inch should we
proceed but on sure and firm ground. We
should show what we propose to do, and be
able 1o give a satisfactory reason forit. Now
it appears to me that there are just two prin-
iciples, and only two, on which we can found
an educational measure that shall be entitled
to be regarded as a whole, and as, there-
fore, consistent with itself. These | would
designate respectively the Establishment
principle, and the principle of Toleration
which of these is to be adopted in any par-
ticular case must depend on the circumstan-
ces of the country to which the legislation is
to be applied. The former is unquestiona-
bly the preferable one, where it may be
found to be practicable ; inasmuch as the
strength of a nation is its unity, while divi-
sions are its weakness. Both principles may
admit of being to some extent wisely modi-
fied, to suit them to the various conditions of
society ; but it is obvious that, before they
can be thus modified, the principles them-
selves must be distinctly understood. To
educate on the Establishment principle is to
educate in the doctrines of a recognised stan-
dard of faith, and in conformity with the reg-
ulations of an authoritatively prescribed rit-
ual. The State in this case takes direct cog-
nisance of the religious element ot Education,
and gives its countenance and support only to
schools which adhere to the creed and ritual
which have received its sanctior. The Es-
tablishment principle wus the pinciple adopt-
ed in the educational provision that was made
for this country at the Revolution settlement ;
and it is still the only principle, as regards
public pravision for Education, which the
statute-book directly recognises, I say, di-
rectly recognises; because thirough the system
of Privy Council grants an indirect sanction
has been given by Parliament to a qualified
suppoit of educational institutions from the
public purse ou a different principle. While
the Establishment principle is rigidly adher-
ed to, the State makes no provisions for the
education of the country but in couuection
with the Established Church, requiring in ail
colleges and schools deriving support from
public funds strict conformity to the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of the Church. Ac-
cordingly it was so ordered at the Revolution
settlement ; no educational institution was en-
couraged, or, strictly speaking, even allowed,
but such as was in couformity with the prin~
ciples of the Reformed Presbyterian Church



and had for its object to inculcate and con-
firm these principles, while under certain
restrictions permission was given to Episco-
palian clercymen to continue to minister in
their several parishes ; the ulmost care was
taken that they should bave no successoir,
and that the whole youth of the land shouid
be trained in the principles of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church. Toleration, as it is
now understood, was a thing wholly un-
kuown ; the laws were so fiamed as not only
to give no counlenance to any education but
that approved of by the Church but to dis-
courage all such education by every practi-
cable means short of pains and penalties at-
taching to the person. And this order of
things, established at the kevolution settle-
ment, it was attempted by the Act of Secu-
rity to stereotype, When the two kingdoms of
Scotland and England came to be icorpo-
rated. I am very farfrom denying the great
importance of the Act of Security. Itis or
it ought to be an eflectual safeguard to the
institutions of this country agaiust encroach-
ments from England—against the great pre-
ponderance of knglish Members in the unit-
ed Legislature—but, whatever way have
been the mind of those by whom it was pean-
ed, it is not, and I say it ought not to be, a
dead lock against the progress of opinion iu
Scotland itself. Why the thing is impossi-
ble, if the spirit of man is not to be deprived
of rightful freedom and put in chainsand fet-
ters. The letter of the statute may remain,
but its provisions can be enforced no loager
than they enjoy the sympathy of pubiic opi-
nion. It is the rightful privilege of the meu
of every age of a country, subject only totheir
responsibility to God and their own con-~
sciences, to promote by ali legitimate means.
such changes in their institutions as they
shall judge to be advisable. On the same
principle, then, on which both the letter and
spirit of the Actof Security have been alread-
y departed from, they may be departed from
yet further, if there be a mutual public opin-
ion requiring the change. The question,
then, presented to us is, whether there be a
fully formed pubiic opinion demanding that
the Educational instuitations of the country
shall bep laced on a broader basis; and, if so,
whether the bill now on the Table faithfully
reflects that opinion.  As respects the former
part of the question, I cannot doubt that it
must be answered in the affirmative. A voice
of power has gone forth, not to be resisted,
which requires that due provision shall be
made for educating the children of all clas-
ses of Her Majesty’s subjects. The country
—and [ rejoice to say it—-will no longer toler-
ate that efficient means of Education shall
not be within the reach of all.” The provi-
sion of such means will not, it is admitted,
necessarily educate.  Still it is a step in the
right direction 5 and I trust we may regard it
as an indication thut henceforth the constrain-
ing power of Religion will be more and more
applied to make the means provided effec-
tual for thglr purpose. (Applause.) But, if
pub]!c opinion requires that the means of Ed-
ucation shall be provided for all, it requites
not less authoritatively that, in the provision to
be made, the right of conscience in the case
of all shall be duly respected. It will not
entertain, as a reasen for violating these
rights,that the consciences may be ill-inform-
ed. Be it ill-informed or well-informedg, the
judgement of the couutry is, that the citizen
who keeps within the sanction ofthe law
shall not be coerced in matters of Religion,
The conditious of our pgeblem are, therefore,
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that efficient means of Education shall be
provided for al), aud that the consciences of
all shall be dJuly respected. To solve this
problem it seemed 10 be quite obvious that
the State must educate—at least provide the
means of Education, wherever it tolerates.
No sehool is to be exeluded from the benefit
of the provision to be made, but a school
conducted on such principles as should war-
rant the civil Magistrate in patting itdown as
a morel nuisance. Except in the case now
mentioned, the conditions of our problem
necessarily exciude the State from all inter-
ference with the departmeut of Religion ; but
they exclude it negatively as well as posi-
tively. If it cannot prescribe the religion to
be taught, no more is it authorised to say that
Religion shall not be tanght. An order of
the latter kind would be an equal violation of
the rights of conscience with an order of the
former. It is by not adverting to this that
the advocates of a purely secular system of
Education are inconsistent both with them-
selves and with all sound principle. Ifthey
are right in maintaining that no particular
form of Religion should be imposed on the
conscience, their argument necessarily in-
volves that the conscience might be equally
aggrieved, should all teaching of Religion be
anthoritatively excluded from the school.
If the precept,“Whether ye eat, or drink, or
whatseever ye do, do all to the glory of God,”
both rests on the authority of the Divine Word,
and is re-echoed by the voice of God Him-
self speaking in the hidden man of the heart,
how should it not be violated and the con-
science aggrieved, were Religion to be ex-
cluded from the work of secular education,
or {rom any other work whatseever, though
only for a single hour. (Hear, hear.) Itis
only, therefore, the denominational system
of Education, so encouraged as to enable it to
overtake the wants of the country, that can
adequately fulfil the conditions of our prob-
lem. Accordingto this sys em each deuor-
ination mtst have.its own schools, the teach~
ers being in communion with the denomi-
pation, and subject in matters of Religion to
its exclusive control ; while schools of all de-
nominations, if ouly conducted with the re-
quisite efliciency, would be eatitled to equal
benefit from any public educational provi-
sion. All existing .schools, provided they
were found efficient, and made subjeet to
public inspection, might, therefore, be adopt-
ed into the system, the guarantees for the
character of the religious instruction to be giv-
en in the school, and the moral deportment
of the teacher remaining in each case the
same as before. It is on the denominational
principle, with the conditions here stated,
that Sir J. Pakington has founded the meas-
ure which he lately introduced into Parlias
ment for promoting Education in England.
This I regard as by far the most comprehen-
sive as well as most thoroughly digested
educational measure which has yet been
brought forward ; and 1 confess I have nev-
er been able to see any valid reason why a
similar measure should net be made appli-
cable 10 Scotland. It is alleged as a sub-
stantive objection to this system, that it tends
to keep alive a spirit of seetarian bitterness,
and thus to promote the multiplication of
such rival schools. Prebably in & few cases,
occurring soon after the late Secession,
schools may have been unnecessarily maul-
tiplied, and at least were thus given 1o sec-
tarian adimosities. But sach cases, it is be-
lieved, have been very few ; and the recur-
rence. of any new case of the same kind is
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no longer to be expected. The day of bit-
ter religious strife has happily passed away 3
and I feel assured there are but few parishes
in Scotland in which parents, whether of the
Established or Free Church, would not avail
themselves of the best qualified teacher
for their children within their reach, let him
belong to the one communion or the other.
A fuorther objection to that system is, that it
confounds truth and ervor, giving the same
measure of countenance and support to both.
But it is a total misapprehension. By stp-
porting a school the State does not necessar-
ily give any approval of the religion that
may be taught in that school. The very
principle of the denominational system, with-
1n the range to which it extends, i1s to ex-
clude the matter of Religionfrom the State
department. What the State does dois to
see that there shall be combined with the
religion tanght, whatever may be the form
of it, sonnd instruction in letters and science,
and that a basis of truth, as faras practica-~
ble, shall be thus laid on which the pupil,
when he comes to years of maturity, may be
assisted in forming an independent judge-
ment for himself.

Mr. Tarr, Sheriff of Clackmannan, feared
that the Rev. Professor’s sanguine disposi-
tion had led him away from the Lord Advo-
cate’s bill to other speculations, in some of
which he agreed with the Professor, and in
others he did not. The principle of the bill
was to dissever the connection between the
parish schools and the Established Church,
and gradually to subvert these parish schools
altogether, and establish a new general sys-
tem. Against this principle we are bound
to protest. Tt is satisfactory that every one
admitted the great benefit which Scotland
had derived from its parochial schools.
What, then, were the arguments stated to us
for overturning a system which had existed
for 300 years ; First, that in consequence of
increase of population it is necessary to have
increased means of education and additional
schools, and the fearful amount of crime aris-
ing from ignorance was dilated on. There
is much exaggeration on this subject. In
general it is not more schools that are want-
ed but means of compelling those degraded
classes that are steeped in ignorance and
crime, to seud their children to school. But
granting that in some places more schools
are required, the bill will not insure their es-
tablishment. That depends on the will of
the rate-payers, who, already overburdened
with taxation, will often decline to establish
new schools, particularly in poor districts,
where the rate-payers are poor. The second
reason was the specious one of a uniform na-
tional system. Such a system is not possi-
ble without losine all secnvity for religious

teaching. The idea of all sects agreeing is
Utopian. The Lord Advocate has been com-

pelled to consent to the exemption of two
preity numerous classes, Episcopalians and
Roman Catholics. Why, then, ought not
we, at least as proposed by Mr. Cumming
Bruce’s amendment, to have the parish
schools exempted from this baneful, jireli-
gious, general system? One obscrvation
made by the Lord Advocate in his speech
and enforced with his usval grace of dicxior;
and manner, that the Extablished Church of
Scotland and the heritors of Scotland are not
«proprietors” of the parish schools, but mere
trustees for the people. In this he (Sheriff
Tait) entirely concurred; but it is because
the parish schools are a sacred trust in theijr
hands for securiug religious education to the

.
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eople, that neither the Church nor the her-
itors will consent to abandon them.

Professor ALEXANDER insisted strongly on
the necessity of having religious instruction
prevading the whole course of tuition, and
on this ground he supported the adoption of
the Report. He suggested the preparation of
a pastoral addvess to the congregations of the
Church, with the view of more clearly bring-
ing before the people the importance of hav-
ing the connection maintained between the
Church and the schools.

Mr. Puin, in answer to some of the obser-
vations of Dr Robertson, thought that the sen-
timents, which the Rev. Dr had expressed,
were not such as would find much,if any, sup-
port in the House. (Hear.) He thought, with
the sentimeunts which Dr. Robertson enter-
tained, it would have been a more consistent
course in him to have brought forward a dis-
tinct motion, which would have given the
Assembly an opportunity of expressing their
feeling.

Professor CAMPBELL SwiNTON Was of opin-
ion that Mr. Phin had misunderstood the
sentiments expressed by Dr. Robertson 5 and,
with reference to the general tenor of these
seutiments, he (Piofessor Swinton) bad no
hesitation to go aloug with his reverend col-
Jeague.

After a few cbservatious from Dr. Craik,
Dr. Grant briefly replied, and his resolutions
wure agreed to.

The Assembly then adjourned at half-past
11 o’clock till next day.

Therspay, May 31.
The Assembly met to day at half-past 11.
CASE OF CREICH—OBIECTED SETTLEMENT.

The Assembly took upappeals of the Rev.
Jaies Guan, minister of the Parliamentary
partish church of Cross, Island of Lewis, and
since presented to the parish of Creich, by
the joiut patrons, the Crown aud the Duke
of Sutherland, against the finding of the Pres-
bytery of Dornoch, sustaining objections to
his settlemsnt at Creich, brought forward by
certain parishioners and commuunicants there,

The settlement was objected to on the fol-
lowiug grounds, among others :—Such of the
parishiouers as heard him were satisfied that
his miunisterial gifts, talents, and manner,
were not such as to be edifying or inviting in
any degree; that his Gaelic was very im-
perfect, and not easily understood, that his
English was not much better, and his man-
ner was indicative of want of mind as well
as accuracy of thought and devotional feel-
ing; that his prayers were inappropriate,
unimpressive, and devoid of fervoar and une-
tion, aud’ his discourses, which were deliv-
ered in a dull and embarrassing manner,
were dry aund unedifying as well as ill-deliv-
ered; as also that Mr. Gunu had been guilty
of great neglect and dereliction of duty in his
previous charge, not haviug preached there
atove a dozen times in the 16 months, and
that his settlement at Creich would be hish-
ly detrimental to the congregation, and wauld
inn point of fact put an extinguisheron the
Established Chureh there.  The Presbytery
sustained two of these objections, and pro-
ceeded to probation of them. Theappellant
complained that he had not been allowed
sufficient time to adduce proof in his defence.

The Presbytery of Dornoch, on the 18th
October last, found that the second objection
was proved, that the third had not been prov-
ed, except in so far as it set forth that Mr.
Guun had been several months absent from
his charge in the parish of Cross; aud that
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the fomth was proved. Mr. Gunn appealed
against this deliverance, as contrary to evi-
deuce. Oun this appeal the case came before
the Assembly.

Mzr. Hint was heard in support oft he pres-
entee’s appeal ; and maintained that there
was not satficient ground adduced to set aside
the presentation.

Mr. CLARK, for the objectors, said that they
were actuated by perfect sincerity and hon-
esty in their objections to Mr. Gunn, who,
they conceived, was not such a minister as
the spiritual interests of the congregation and
parish required.

Mr. Ler was next heard in behalf of the
finding of the Presbytery.

Mr. Logan then replied for the presentee.

Parties were then removed.

Dr. RoperTson said it appeared to him that
there was a very great deal of irrelevant mat-
ter mixed up witn these different charges,
and on which the amount of proof shonld lead
the Assembly to reject the presentee, as the
objectors said he was incapable of giving
either “instruction to the ignorant, warning
to the guilty, or consolation to the distress-
ed,” he would nut only be unfit for the par-
ish of Creich, but any parish whatsoever.
As to the presentee’s Gaelic, that was not a
charge, which, if it stood alone, would induce
them to reject the presentee. It appeared to
him, however, that part of the charges were
not oniy relevant but were proven. Judging
from the tenor of the discourses of the presen-
tee, he could not in his conzcience say that
this individual was qualified to minister ac-
ceptably or usefully in that parish. Looking
1o the evidence given by plain countrymen,
he thought it would have been extremely
difficult for these individuals to have express~
ed themselves more distinctly and clearly.
Dr. Robertson moved that the Assembly sus-
tain the appeal, recal the judgement of the
Preabytery, but find that the trial discourses
preached by the presentee were ilj-deduced
and unedifythsz, and that the third objection
was tot hat extent proven; find that the pres-
entee is unsuitable for the parish, reject him
accordingly, and appoint the deliverance to
be intimated to the patrons.

Mr. A. S. Cook, advocale, seconded the
motion. There were objections offered to the
discourses which he found it impossible to
say were founded on causeless prejudice. He
did not think the sermons were so bad as to
be vnedilying to any congregation, yet they
were not such as he would have relished had
he heard them preached, and he was not
surprised that others should object to them
as ill-deduced and unedifying.

Dr. Bryce moved that the Assembly sus-
tain t'ie appeal, reverse the judgement of the
Presbytery of Dornoch, and instruct them to
proceed with the settlement of the presentee.

Dr. Coox, Haddington, seconded the
amendment. He could not concur in this un-
mitigated sentence of condemnation on the
sermons before them. They were not to judge
them by printed sermons carefully prepared
for publication, and which might have stood
the test of critivism for ages, or even to con-
trast them with theirown ability in that form
of composition. He, for one, thought there
was much in them that was well qualified to
edify a plain country congregation willing
to hear, though they might not be suitable
for a congregation of such men as the learned
and reverend Professor and the learned
gentleman, .

Dr. Hitw thought the sermons contained a
full and distinct exhibition of Christiau truth,

and to unprejudived minds they ought to
prove edifying in no ordinary dexree.

Mr. Putx expressed concurrénce in the
objections stated to the sermons, and said he
thought the conduct of the Presbytery of
Dornoch, acting in opposition to the high and
powerful influence of the patrons, was most
honourable and creditable to them. .

Mr. Bucuawan, Methven, as a Gaclic min-
ister, bore testimony to the tiivial ¢harac-
ter of the objections to the preseutes’s Gaelie,
and as to his English sermons, they were,
he thought, rich in Gospel matter.

On the vote being taken, the motion of Dr.
Robertson was carried by 83 to 18.

The Assembly then adjourned at half-past
7 o’clock till Friday forenoon, there being
no eveniug sederunt.

———nn |

Fripay, June 1.

The Assembly met at 11 o*clock, and was
constituted with prayer.

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

The MoperaToR stated that he had receive
ed a letter from the Rev. Dr. Macfarlane, the
Convener of the Assembly’s Committee on
the Scheme for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts, especially in India, an! he
presumed it would be the pleasure of the
House to hear the letter read.

Dr. Macfarlane’s letter set forth that the For-
eign Mission Repoit, which, as had been ar-
ranged by the Committee on Business, should
have been taken up on Monday, had beeu
put oft from day to day, and he understgod it
was placed third on the roll of Saturday’s
business, when, obviously, in consequen-
ez of many of the members haviug returu-
ed to their several parishes, and others
to officiate in the country on the following
Lord’s day, a House equal to the imporance

of this great Scheme could not be looked for.
He cast himself u};oon the indulgence of the

House, and asked that « more suitable pe-
riod might be allotted for the reception of the
Report.

On the motion of Dr. Bryck it was uvani-
mously agreed that the order of business, as
arranged, should be so far set aside as that
the Foreign Mission Scheme have preceden-
ce overall the business that stands for dispo-
sal on Saturday, and be the first matter
brought forward.

SERMONS BEFORE THE LORD HIGH COMMIS-
SIONER ON SABBATH.

The Mopkrator said that, seeing both the
Rev. gentlemen in their places, he was di-
rected to intimate to the Rev. Dr. Park, of St
Andrews, and the Rev. Mr. Youngp, of Fintry,
that the Assembly had appointed them to
preach before his Grace the Lord Higzh Com-
missioner in St. Giles’ Church on Sabbath
the 3d inst., respectively on the foreuoon and
afternoon of that day.

COMMITTEE ON OVERTURES.

The Rev. Dr. Sym, of Kilpatrick, Convener
of this Committee, gave in a verbal Report,
which stated that the Committee offered
various suggestions on this subject for
the consideration of the General Assembly,
but that these suggestions involved no quest-
ion of principle and involved no discussion.
Dr. Sym respectfully asked the Assembly to
authorise a special meeting of his Committee
immediately on the rising of this scderunt,
so that they might report more {ully toa future
meeting of the House.

The request was granted.



MINISTERs’ WiDOWS’ FUND.

Dr. Granr laid on the Table the Repoit of
the Trustees for managing this Fund. The
Report comprised the anuual period from the
23d November, 1853, to 23d November, 1854.
Dr. Grant said that the Fund was in a most
satisfactory state. It was now yielding—its
greater portion at least— interest at 4 per
ceut., the present rate obtained for mouney
lent on herituble securities. The increase
of the Fund during the year referred to over
the previous year amounted to the sum of
£.4791; bot he had to remind contributors
ou the present as on former occasions that
an increase like this was not to be looked
upon as an ondiuary increase to the Fund. As
he hadgrequently impressed upon theiratten-
lion, the number of contributors had been
very considerably increased by the Seces-
sion of 1813, those who previously held the
position of parish ministers being still en-
titled and bound to contribute to the Fund,
the consequence of which was, that, while
the revenne had been thereby greatly in-
creased by these contributions, additional
burdens had been entailed on the Fund by a
corresponding increase of widows and chil-
dren to be provided for. The money thus
received it was required should be carefully
hoarded, in order to capacitate the Fund to
bear the juercased libilities that would thus
fall to be discharzed out ot it ; and, though
these might not fall to be discharged for some
years to come, it was not the less necessary
to be ready by cateful and scrupulous atten-
tion to meet these demands. Dr. G. stated
that during the past year there had been laid
aside for meeting the claims of widows and
children, having a right to relief from this
Fund, a som amounting to £.15,000. He
concluded by respectfully requesting the Mod-
etator to ask his Grace, the Lord High
Commissioner, to accept of a copy of the Re-
port, and by intimatiug that the contributors
might have an opportunity of perusing it and
relative statemeunts of accounts at théir lei-
smo at the office of the Clerk to the Trus—
tees, Mr. Inglis. .

Dr. HiLr moved that the Assembly approve of
the Report presented by the Collector and Manager
ol this Fund, and that the Moderator be instructed
to return him the Assembly’s thanks for his zeal
and diligence and affectionate care and condact of
thus invatuable Fund.

_ Principal LxE testified to the great attention
and affectionate care bestowed by Dr. G. on the
management of the Fund.

‘The MoDERATOR briefly conveyed the thanks
of the Assembly to the Rev. Collector and Man-
ager, believiqg that in Dr. G. they found the
varionsjand diversified qualifications not oflen met
in the same individual, necessary for the discharge
ot the important duties attaching to the manage-
ment of this important Fund.

SUPPLEMFNTARY MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ FUND.

Dr. Paucr, of Tullynessle, laid on the Table a
Report of this' Faud, 'which was of a very satis-
factory character.

Dr. M:PHERSON, of Aberdeen, explained the
nature of this Supplementary Fund, and its objects,
and moved that the Assembly approve of the Re-
port, re-appoint the Committee, and that the Mod-
erator return the thanks of the House to the
Convener, and appoint a Special Committee, con-
sisting chiefly of legal geutlemen and laymen of
business, for the purpose of drawing up regula-
tions for the management of this new fund, and to
report. .

Mr. Macpurr, Elder, seconded the motion.

Dr. GRANT gave his testimony to the etficient
and excellent inanagement of the Conveaner, Dr,
P., und 1o his zealous exertions for the success of
the Fund, and to his earnestness and perseverance
on its behalf,
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The MoperaTor tendered the thanks of the
House to the Convener, Dr. P., and congratu-
lated him on the fact that he had now by his un-
tiring zeal and indefatigable exertions in behalf of
this Fund very nearly arrived at the consumma-
tion of those desires for which he had so long and
faithfully luboured. He had no wish thatthe sum
at disposal should be soon required, but Le rejoic-
ed that it was ready for nse.

HOME M1sSION SCHEME.

The Assembly then called for the Report of the
Commiitee on the Home Missions of the Church,
which was brought up and read by Dr. Simpson,
of Kirknewton, the Convener.

Dr. GranT rose for the purpose of moving the
approval by the Assembly of the Report now read.
He thought that it was, upon the whole, most en-
couraging in its character and highly interesting.
He would not waste the valuable time of the
House by speaking of the nature and objects of this
admirable Mission Scheme. He needs not teli the
Assembly that this was one of the oldest Schemes
of the Church, and that no one had been more
cherished, and none produced a greater amount of
visible fruit. With regard to Foreign Missions
we sow in faith of the promise of God, though
they may produce little apparent fruit. As for
the full harvest, that we did not look for till not
_only we owselves but our chiidren have slept
with our fathers. In regard to this Scheme of
Home missionary effort, however, we have had
a very large amount of encouraging success.
Time was when such a Scheme was unnecessary—
then religion burned brightly in every corner of
the land, and every house was converted at night
into a Sabbath School jand, comparing that olden
time with the present, and the moral conduct and
religious character of the people, he feared we
must conclude that the peculiar glory of the
country had been lost by it. This had naturally
attracted the attention of the Church. We eould not
walk, he grieved to say, through the streets of
any of our large towns without hearing the oath
of the blasphemer, and without seeing too fre-
quently the reeling drunkaid ; and it was highly
meet that the Church of Scotland with other
Chrstian denominations should lend a hand in
efforts for the evangelisation of the Heathen in
foreign lands and for the conversion of the Jews;
but the poor and ignorant and debased of our own
country had surely as strong a claim on our be-
nevolent endeavours, and means must be taken to
bring these moral outcasts within the realm of the
decencies and sanctities of life, and provision for
their spiritual welfare. be made commensurate
with the daily increasing population of the country.
A great proportion of that ever increasing popu-
lation were practically without Churistianity,
| though they may not bow down to stocks and
stones Jike the distant Heathen, nor, like the Jew,
deny the mission of the Saviour of the World.
Dr. G. then inade some allusion to the falling-off
in the amonnt of Funds, as stated in the Report,
to the extent of £800. The Committee, in a
spirit of liberality of view, had endeavoured to
account for this deficiency, finding an excuse in
the peculiar circumstances of the country as re-
gards the War, and the consequent large demands
on the benevolence of the nation at large ; still it
certainly was very greatly to be deplored that
such a deficiency existed. The field opened-up
for labour was without any limit, and the object
of infinite importance. He trusted that better
evidence of Christian principleand Christian seif-
denial—the field was so wide and rich--would in
futurebe given ; that Christianbrethren would give
not to the extent thatit wonld involve no abridge-
ment of their own comforts, for our great Master
would not feel satisfied with such contributions
in support of His cause ; but give not giudgingly
or of necessity butwith a truly liberal and Christian
spirit. The Rev. Dr. then adverted to the meri-
torious exertions and management of the Com-
mittee, and especially of his Rev. and respected
friend who has solong been the Convener. Their
administration had been carvied on with infinite
honour to themselves and creuit to the Church.

He moved that the Report be approved of, and
that the Moderator return the thanks of the
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House to the Convener, and re-appoint the Com-
mittee, Dr. Simpson, Convener, the Assembly
recommend this Scheme to their fervent prayers
and increased measure of support to all the rmin-
isters, elders, and members of the Church.

Mr. WarTer Cook, W. 8., briefly seconded
the motion. He expressed himself deeply con-
scious of the propriety of additonal and increased
institutions being raised by the Church in support
of this important Scheme.

The Rev. Mr. CocuraNg, of Cupar-Fife, in
some lengihened and interesting observations
supported the approval of the Report.

The Rev. Dr. CHances, of Kirkcowan, spoke
for some time to the same effect.

Lhe motion was then unanimously agreed to;
and

‘The MopERATOR returned the thanks of the
Assembly to the Convener for his interesting and
valuable Report.

o PSALMODY COMMITTEE.

The Rev. Professor CamPuELL, Aberdeen, inti-
mated, as Convener of the Psalmody Committee,
a report that they should meet in the Presbylery
Hall on Saturday at 10 o’clock, and the Rev. Mr.
Lee, of Roxburgh, was added to the number of
this Committee.

COLONTAL COMMITTEE.

The Very Rev. Principal MacFarraw, the Con-
vener, brought up the Report of the Committce
on the Colonial Mission Scheme, which was read
by the Rev. Dr. Arnot, the Vice-Convener.

Dr. BisseT, of Bouttie, moved the adoption of
the Report and the thanks of the Assembly to the
Convener and the Committee.

Dr. AxpErsoN, Newburgh, seconded the motion
in a speech of some length,

Principal MacFARLsN briefly addressed the
Assembly.

The MoprraTor then tendered the thanks of
the House to the Very Rev. Principal and to Dr.
Arnot for their successful labours in the cause ot
Colonial Missions.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE, KINGSTON, CANADAWEST.

On the motion of Dr. Srmeson, supported by
Professor Campbell, who explained the cireum-
stances under which the application was made for
the grant of a piece of ground, adjoining the Col-
lege, belonging to the Board of Ordnance Depart-
ment of the Home Government,

The Assetbly, having had brought under its
consideration an application from the Trustees of
the University of Quecn’s College, Kingston
Canada West. to her Majesty’s Government for
a grant to said Trustees of a piece of land adjnin-
ing the buildings of said College, unanimousty
agreed to recomnmend said application to the
favourable counsideration of her Majesty’s Govern-
ment,

THE CASE OF M2. JOSEPH TAYLOR GOODSIR, LATR
MINISTER OF LARGA,

The Assembly then entered into consideration
of this case, which came up as a petition and ap-
peal by Mr. Goodsir from a decision of the Synod
of Lothian and Tweeddale declaring that the kirk-
session of the High Churcy, Edinburgh, of which
Mr. Goodsir was a member in full communion,
was not bound by any law of this Church to aid
and counsel himlin understanding the 11th chapter
of the Confession of Faith,entitled « Ot Justifica-
tion,”” was deducible from or reconciluble with
the teaching of the Greek New Testament,

Mr. Goopsiz appeared for himself, along with
Mr. Archibald T. Boyle, advocate, as his counsel.

The Rev. Dr. Coox, of Haddingtgn, appeared
on behalf of a!xd to1epresent by app&intinent the
Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale,

Mr. BoLve made a few observations in reply.

Mr. BisskT, of Bourtie, however painful it was
to do so \t\islh regard to (;m ;;xcelleut and conscien-
tious gentleman, moved that the appeal of Mr.
Goodsir be dismissed, and the judggr{r;ent of the
Synod affirmed.

Mr. Cueyng, W.S., suggested that the deliver-
ance of the Assembly should be, * The Assem-

bly, huving heard the petitioner, refuse the peti-
{ tion on its nerits, dismiss the appeal, and affirm
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the decision of the Synod,” which was ultimately
adopted by Dr. Bissct as his motion, and, being
secouded by the Rev. Mr, Irvine, of Little Dun-
held, was unaninously agreed to.

(1o be concluded.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The eonductors of « 7'he Presbyterian” do not
hold themselves re<pounsible for the opinions ex-
pressed in the communieations that may from
time to time appear under this head.]

[For the Presbyterian.)

SABBATH SCHOOL MISSIONARY
EFFORTS.

Tt inust have been with mingled feelings®
of joy and thankiulness that many of your
readers would notice in last number of the
“ Presbyterian” the example which has
been set by the Sabbath School of St.
Andrew’s Church, Montreal, in turning
their attention to the cause of Missions
among the Heathen. The announcement
is the more interesting from the fact that
in not a few of our schools has the cause
lately been advocated, and in several of
them are the little contributions accumu-
lating with a view to aiding the great work,
"The Sabbath Schools in connection with
St. Andrew’s Church, Kingston, are now
educating 3 little girls in the Orphanage at
Calcutta.  St. Andrew’s, Hamilton, is
about to enter upon the same lahour of
love, and from many quarters have we
cheering indications of the fact that the
cause of Foreign Missions is gaining ground
among the young., If brought under their
notice, children will rarely fail to take a
lively interest in Missions among the Hea-
then, and no teachers who endeavour to
gain their attention and sympathies will
ever find reason to regret the time and the
labour thus bestowed.

Among other means which have been
tried of interesting the young in this great
subject perhaps the most successful is that
presented by the « Scottish Ladies’ Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Natuve
Female Education in India,” respecting
whose operations a few brief remarks may
not he without interest.

The vast population of India, numbering
itis said, nearly 150,000,000, and of whom
the greater proporli()n are under British
rule, has many strong claims upon our
Christian efforts.  If we look upon them
as fellow-subjects, the strange reflection
presents itself, that the Quek‘en _ha's fur.more
Heathens than professing Christians ia her

dominions, Heathens too who are the mis-
erable victims of superstition and idolatry
the most miserable and debasing. But
whatever may be said of the causes whwh
have led to the subjugation of India, it
cannot be denied that under our rule its
inhabitants enjoy a degree of prosperous
tranquillity to which {or ages they were
strangers. The wmurderous Thugs have
been extripated, the marauding tribes, which
for years carried devastation to the very
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gates of Calcutta, have been entirely sub-
dued, and the traveler may now cross the
peninsula of India with as little fear as he
would have in traversing our Canadian
wilds. It will readily be believed that
this mighty change could not be effected
without Joosening the hold of superstition
and idolatry upon the minds of the na-
tives. Taught by bitter experience to
respect the warlike prowess of their con-
querors, they now find usstill more their
superiors in the arts of peace and civiliza-
tion. A system of Education, aided by
the Government, has heen in many places
established 5 Missionary efforts have been
signally successful in the education of the
young, and a wonderful revolution is being
brought about, through these and similar
causes, in the popular mind. Bat what is
the eflect produced by all this? The
evangeliaation of India. Alos! we bave
but commenced the work, we have but
opened the first approaches against a
mighty stronghold, garrisoned by millions
when we can only count by tens; and,
were it not that the God of batles is on
our side, we might well despair of ultimate
success, Teach a Hindoo that this earth
is a sphere and not a plain, as he has been
taught in his Shasters or Sacred Writings,
prove to him the simplest facts of astrono-
my or of natural philosophy,and you dash
in pieces his whole religious belief, and
leave in itz place but a melaneholy void.
Does not a fearful responsibility rest upon
us as a nation if we thus abandon to athe-
ism and iafidelity the thousands whom we
have rescued from idolatry and supersti-
tion? Isit not our duty, having rooted-up
the system to which the Hindoo for ages
had clung, to send him in its stead the
Glad Tidings of Salvation,

Awong other fearful evils in Hindostan
is the melancholy state of degradation 10
which the females are reduced. The hor-
rible vractice of infanticide has for ages
been the means of destroying a vast numn-
ber of the female infants, and the extent
to which this has prevailed is alnost in-
credible. A gentleman of the Bengal ser-
vice, in the course of enguiries made by
order of the Government, passed through
numerous villages in which the greater
number of females had been murdered in
infancy. In one village he found 51 boys
and but 14 girls, in another the numbers
were 79 to 12,in a third 66 to 14,in a
fourth the boys numbered 22 while not a
girl had been allowed to live. Nor were
these scattered instances. The chiefs ac-
knowledged that they had murdered their
own offspring, that they had seen their
neighbours do the same, and that the hor-
rid rite was rooted in the affections of the
people.  Even in districts where infan-
ticide is not prevalent the females are the
slaves, and degraded morally and socially
below the condition of the men. As
wives and as mothers their influence,
which might be so powerful for good, is
utterly lost.

Considerations such as these, and es-
pecially the condition of the females of
India, led many of the ladies of our
Church at Home to form themselves into
the Association alrealdy named ; and the
success which has attended their efforts
affords abundant evidence of the wisdom
which would endeavour to reach the hearts
of the Heathen . through the sacred influ-
ences which pious wives, mothers and
sisters must ever exert. A great lesson
too has heen taught to the Hindoos by the
proof thus afforded that the class whom
they long regarded as inferior are not so,
and that the educated woman is irggneas~
urably superior to the ignorant man
among them.

“ The Scotfish Ladies’ Association for
the Advancement of Native Female Edu-
cation in India” held its annual meeting
in Edinburgh on the 5th of June last,
Lord Belhaven, the Lord High Commis-
sioner to the General Assembly, in the
Chair.

The proceedings were of the most in-
teresting character, showing the success
which had attended the Society’s opera-
tions in India during the past year, and
the large measure of support which it
continues to receive from the Church at
large.

In the various schools connected with
the association the numbers of children,
are as follow :

Children at Caleutta Orphanage, being

17 more than last year,..........., 87
Children in achools at Madras......... 401
Children in & schools at Bombay,..... 118

588
FUNDS.

Receipis, 1884-5....00000vuuaeeas, 1840 101
Expenditare,. ccooevsenaivaeen,.. £1612 2 58

£228 7 8

The above excess of income, it must be
explained, is owing chiefly to the sale of
ladies’ work held last December.

But the chief object of this communi-
cation is to draw attention to the admirable
plan suggested by the Assuciation for inter-
esting the young in Missions. Having as-
certained the cost of maintaining children
in the Orphanage at Calcutta to be about
£3 sterling each, the Association offer to
appropriate to each school, remitting this
amount a little girl in the Institution, who
will be considered as their protegée. Of,
the little orphan regular accounts will be
transmitted by the superintendent, and itis
not unlikely that in process of time letters
may be received by the school from the
giel herself. Readers of the ¢ Presby-
terian” will remember some little time ago
seeing a letter of this kind addressed to the
children of Greenside Church Sabbath
School (Dr. Glover’s) in Edinburgh.

In endeavouring to enlist the sympathies
and aid of the young it is often difficult to
make them feel that they have a duty to
fulfil, and also a direct personal interest in
the cause of Missions. The duty they



will ever look upon es falling more upon
their senjors than upon themselves, while
direct interest is lost as soon as their little
contribution is swallowed up in the great
treasury of some Missionary Society.
Both of these difficulties are met by the
plan proposed. Tell the children of the
Redeemer’s command that the Gospel
should be preached to every creature, and
that, if circumstances prevent us from
going forth in fulfilment of this command
ourselves, we are the more responsible for
seeing that others go in our stead. Tell
them of the state of the Heathen, show-
ing them, it may be, the account of some
Hindoo mother throwing her little child
into the Ganges. A mother’s heart isrent
with anguish as she sees her little babe
engulphed in the tide, a prey to the raven-
ous crocodile 5 but in thus murdering the
little innocent she believes she is cecuring
her own and her child’s salvation. Aud
why is she thus ignorant? Tt is because
she has not that Bible which it is in the
power of the Sabbath School to send. A
direct interest in the cause is secured by
the appropriation of a little orphan, whom
the children will regard as their own, and,
if possible, will follow through life with
intense interest. Their contributions will
no longer be swallowed vp and lost sight
of, the maintenance of their protegée de-
pends upon them, and in her they see the
fruits of their exertions.

Space forbids enlargement upon this
deeply interesting subject; and much that
might be said must be reserved for a future
communication. Meanwhile who will
join in endeavouring-to advance the cause
of Missions to the Heathen? A gloriens
‘harvest awaits the reapers, but, alas! how
few are there to go forth assuch. Can
we not, each of us, in our humble capacity
do something to fulfil our Lord’s com-
mand? Can we not as Sabbath Schools
make an effort to extend to others the
blessings which we enjoy.

« ANCRUM.”

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.
SCOTTISH EDUCATION BILL.

The fate of this Bill, so earnestly oppos-
ed by the General Assembly, and which
was_carried by a very small majority in
the House of Commons, though a Ministe-
rial measure, will be seen from the extract

beneath from the proceedings of the House
of Lords.

The LORD CHANCELLOR then put the
question, observing that, since the motion had
been made for the second reading, and the amend-
ment for reading the bill a second time that day
¢ months had been proposed, leave had been
asked to withdraw the measure.

The Duke of RICHMOND objected to the with-
drawal of the bill.

A division. thevefore, took place on the question
that the bill be read a second time, when there
‘Were— )

For the second reading....... 1
Against it..oeevzeieiaiaen 86
Majority against........ —85
The bill was accordingly rejected.
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DrrutaTiox FroM THE CEURCH OF SCOTLAND.—
The members of this Deputation, appointed to
watch over the progress of the Education Bills
before Parliament, have been in London during
the week. The Deputation consisted of the Rev.
Drs. Cook (of St. Andrews), Bacr and Craik,
Sheriff Tait and David Smith, Esq. Accompanied
by the Earl of Setkirk and Sir George Clerk,
Bart., the Deputation had an interview with Earl
Granville on Thursday at the Privy Council Of-
fice on the eubject of the Education Bill. The
members were also present, we believe, during
the debate on the second reading of the Lord Ad-
vocate's Bill in the House of Lerds on the evening
of Thursday last, when they had the satisfaction
of witnessing the rejection of that obnoxious meas-
ure.

Tuez Epuvcarron Scmemr or CavrcH orF Scot-
Lanp.—* The Education Committee (says a state-
ment just issued) have had in view the planting
of schools in those parishes whose extent or pop-
ulation was too great to be met by the existing
educational provisions. Through the means which
they have been enabled to call into existence,
nearly 20,000 children are at present recciving
education in 181 schools under the direation and
superintendence of the Chureh, who, without the
opportunity thus afforded them, would bave been
srowing ulp, like those who proceded them in the
same localities, unable even to vead or write”
« Still thousands are at this moment growing up
to manhood in the Highlands and Islands igno-
rant of the merest rudiments of elementary in-
struction; and this not from any indifference te
education on their part, but because the means are
not placed within their reach. The Committee
regret to say that, instead of an annual increase
in the number of the General Assembly’s schools,
80 as gradually to overtake the existing destitu-
tion, the number has for many years remained
almost stationary, while the expenditure has to
some extent exceeded the income. Lastyear, not-
withstanding the large number of contributing
congregations (925), the deficiency, from causes
that will naturally suggest themselves, has been
so great that, unless a large increase this year
take place, they will be compatled to* dimunpish
even the existing number of schools. It is the
earnest hope of the Comunittee that this may be
adverted. “We trust this appeal will be res-
ponded to with commensurate liberality. Edinb.
Post,

ORDINATION OF THE CHURCH OF SCOT-
LAND'S FIRST MISSIONARY TO THE
PUNJAUB.

The Presbytery of Edinburgh met in St. An-
drew’s Church for the ordination of the Rev.
Thos. Hunter as a Missionary to the Punjaub.
The attendance was very large. After an elo-
quent discourse from the Rev. Dr. Graot, who

resided, the usual questions were put to Mr.

unter, which iie answered to the entire satisfac-
tion of the Presbytery.

Dr. Graxr having engaged in prayer, the
ordination was completed by the imposition of
bands.

The Rev. Dr. MacrarLANE, a8 Convener of the
Foreign Mission Committee. then delivered the
address, in whieh allusien was made to the cir-
cumstances under whish a mission to the Punjaub
bad been conbempl&ted, and intimated, on the
part of the Cominittee, their intention of sending
out to the Punjaub, as soon as poussible, a coadju-
tor to Mr. Hunter The Rev. Dr. urged the
necessity of increased liberality in behalf of the
Foreign Mission from the extending nature of
their uperations in the Eust: A collection was
taken up on behalf of the Missien.at the closg of
the interesting service.

After the transaction of this special business
the Presbytery beld their ordinary monthly
meeting. The Rev. Mr. Masson, of the Gaelio
Church, was chosen Moderator for the ensuing
half-year. Beyond heariffg trial discourses from
2 students there was no other business, and an
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adjournment till 2 o’clock-p. u. took place when
the Preshytery resumed procedure in the South
Leith case.

CLERICAL PRESENT ATIONS.

The Queen has been pleased to present the
Rev. William Stobbs to the ehurch and parish of
Gordon in the Presbytery of Lauder, vacant by
the death of the Rev. James Paterson; and Rev.
Cornelius Giffen to the parish of Dailly in the
Presbytery and county of Ayr, vacant by the
resignation of the Rev. Wm. Montgomerie
Walker.

The Earl of Airlie has presented the Rev.
Charles Chree, from the South Church, Kirrie-
muir, to the spiritual charge and living of the
parish of Lintrathen.

Lord Paomure has directed a presentation to
be made in favour of the Rev. James 8. Young,
minister of Fintry, Aberdeenshire, to the church
and parish of Monifieth.

PresBYTERY OF GLasuow.—At a mecting of

Rhis Presbytery on a presentation in favour of the
Rev. Stewart Wright to the chapel of St. Geor-
ge's-in-the-Fields was laid on the table and sus-
tained, and, Mr. Wright having delivered a dis-
course, it was agreed to moderate in a call in his
favour on Thursday the 5th of July, the Moderator
tu preach and preside.
__The quoud sucra parish of Trumisgary in North
Uist became vacant in the month of November
lastby the translation of the Rev. Donald Maedon-
nald from that charge to the parish of Alvie,
Whenever the congregation of Trumisgary ascer-
tuined that Mr. Macdonald was settled at Alvie,
they petitioned Lord Macedonald, the sole heritor,
to procure a presentation from the Crown in
favour of Mr, John A. Macrae, who had ju-t been
licensed ; the petition was subscribed by every
male adult connected with the congregation. Lord
Mac lonald kindly complied with the wishes of the
people, and a presentation was speedily issued in
favour of My, Macrae. The call was moderated
on the 5th April, and was numerously signed: On
tho 19th May he was inducted in presence of a
numerous and most respectable eongregation.

The Rev. Mr. Findlay, of Stirling, has been
presented by the Town Council to the second
ministerial charge of that town, vacant by the
death of the Rev. Robert Watson.

DrreuorN—The Rev. Mr. Milroy, assistant to
the Rev. C. B. Steven, Stewarton, has been
elected assistant and successor to the Rev. Mr.
Jamieson, Dreghora.

Puespyriry o Dunrris—This Presbytery
met on the 2uth June, when a presentation to the
parish of Urr in favour of the Rev. Mr. Sandi-
lands, presently officiating at Kilmun in the parish
of Dunoon, was laid on the table. T'he Presbytex‘y
sustained the presentation; but. in consequence
of the necessary retative documents not being for-
ward, the Court detayed further procedure till next
meeting.

Liszrar Girr ro THE ENpowMENT FUND,.—
Sir James Fergusson, Member for Aryshire,
has given the haudsome sum of £500 to the
Eudowment Scheme of the Chuich of Scot-
land.

Parisy or Scoonte.—The Rev. M. Caird,
of Errol, has received the offerof the church
and parish of Scoonie, vacant by the death
of Dr. Brewster, which however he has re-
tused.

OLp Gaetic CHURcH, Perry.—This
church was opened for public worship for
the first time since 1843 on Sabbath last-
The congregation at both diets of warshj
was very uuinerous. The Rev. Mr. Smi
of the West Church, preached in Englisll“ilr;
the forenoon, and in the afternoon the servi-
cos were conducted in Gaelic by the Rev, Mr,
M<Gilchrist, a young preacher of good prom-
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ise, newly licensed, and the intended min-
ister of the resuscitated congregation.

Diep at Livingstone Mause on the 6th
Mavch the Rev. James MaiTLanp RoBERTSON
in the 8lst year of his age and 53d of his
ministry.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Liserry or Cosscinnse IN  Tuscany.—The
Grand Dake of Tuscany bas released the cigar-
maker Secchetti, who was sentenced to a year of
imprisonment for reading the Bible in company
with the members of his own family. The Mar-
quis of Normanby had interested bimself on be-
half of Cecchetti, and the Grand Duke has now
remitted the remainder of the sentence on condi-
tion of Cecchetti absenting himself from Tuscany
during that time.

ScroorMasTERs’ SaLaries. —The average of all
the Schoolmasters’ Salaries reported in 1853 for
Scotland, England and Wales was £84, 12s. J3d.
The average for 1854 was £80, 0s. 64d. Tal
them in districts, the highest in Englind is ta
und a-half times that of the lowest in Scotland.
and double that of the lowest in England. In
1853 the Middlesex and Metropolitan averaged
£132; in 1854, £115, 2s. 34d.

Deatr oF tHE Rev. MR, ANpERSON, MaDRAS—
Mr. Anderson, Missionary of the Free Chureh,
whose serious illne:s we recently ncticed, expired
at Madras on the morning of Sabbath, the 25th
March. 'The Madras Herald, in a biographical
notice of ' the decensed, says—*“He was born in
Galloway, Seotland, on the 238rd of May, 1805,
and in early youth received a sound secular and
religious education. This early training is the
chief glory of Scotland; itis the birthright of
almost every Scottich youth, and the schools and
pulpits of Scotland have made Scotchmen what
they now are.”
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to the Classes, and £1 additional in the Natural

Philosophy Class for expenses of apparatus.

The boarding arrangements will be announcedin
asnbsequent advertisement.

Each Student on entering must produce a cer-
tificate of Moraland Religious Character from the
Minister of the Congregation to which he belongs.

A certain number ot Bursaries will be awarded
at the commencement of the Session.  The Bur-
saries for Students of the first year will be confer-
red on those who display the greatest proficiency
in the sudjects of exaniination for Matriculation,
torether with the first book of Fuclida For Stu-
dents of previous years the subjects of examination
for Scholarships will be the studies of former Ses-
sions.

The Preparatory Department or College School
will be conducted, as usual, under the charge ot
competent Masters.

The Fees in this department are as follow ;=

TERMS PER ANNUM.

For Tuition in English Reading, Writ-
ing and Airthmetic, for Pupils under
12 years of age,

For Pupils above 12 years of age,

For Tuition in the above branches,
together with Geography, Euglish
Grammar, Composition, the Latin
Rudiments,and the use of the Globes, 6 0 0

For Tuition 1 all the above branches,
with lessons in the Latin Classics,

Greek, and the Mathematies, 8 0 0

All fees payable quarterly in advance. A de-
duction of 25 per ceat. is allowed on the Tuition
Fees of Parents sending more than one scholar.

This department is under the superintendence
of the Professors. The course of instruction is
conducted so as to prepare the pupils for entering
with advantage the Classes of the College.

By order of the Senatus Academicus,

J. MALCOLM SMITH, M. A.,
Secretary to the Senatus.

£1 0 0
6 0 O

" P.8.—We regret much to find that, in putting
the Contents into form, it has been found neces-
gary to crowd out 2 very interesting Communi-
cations from much esteemed Correspondents,
although in type.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR
LAST PUBLICATION.

Mrs. Haig, Beauharoois.........1855 0 2 6
Mr. J. Kirkpatrick, Hamilton,.1865-6 0 5 0
Robort Smith, Woolwich,. .1858-4-5-6 0 10 0
Rev. Sol. Mylne, Smith's Falle'l854-5 0 5 0
Robert Mylne, Ireland,....... 18545 0 5 0
ITon. P. MeGill, Montreal,......185¢ 0 2 6
J. 8, Hunter, S, 18556 0 2 6
William Stevens, “ .....1854 0 2 6
Geo. Anderson, “ ve... 1854 0 2 6
‘William MecNider, ¢ ...... 1865 0 2 6
Margaret McFarlan, Waterdown,1855 0 2 6
John Shanks, “« 1856345 0 7 6
Andrew Cairns, Nelson,. . ...... 1855 0 2 6
Mary Marhall, < ... ... 1856 0 2 6
John McLaren, Lowville,.......185¢ 0 2 ¢

UNIVERSITY OF QUEEN’S COLLEGE,
KINGSTON. '

The Fourteenth Session of Queen’s College will
begin on the first Wednesduy of October. (3rd
October) 1855, at which date all intrants and
repu'ar Studentsin the Faculty of Artsare required
to be present.

The Divinity Classes will be opened on the first
Wednesday in November.

Candidates for Matriculation as regular Students
of the first year will undergo an examination
before the College Senate in the first three books
of the Aneid of Virgil, the first three books of
Cwrsar’s Commentaries, Mair’s Introduction, the
GreekGrammar and Arithmetic as faras Vulgar
and Deciwnal Fractions, inclusive.

The onl{ charges are £1 for Matriculation Fee ;
£2 cach class per Session, to be paid on admission

CANADA FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

HE Board of Management carnestly desires

to engage Two Missionaries for the Foreign
Field, and an Agent to tiavel throughout this
country to advance the objects of the Society.
Catholic in its constitution, and having on its
Board members of seven different sections of the
Christian Chureh, the Society appeals to Chris-
tians of all denominations. From any such quar-
ter applications from persons disposed to under-
take either work are invited. Any one willing
to go out as missionary to the region of the Red
Sea, or baving preference for any other unoccu-
pied ground, is asked to apply and state his pref-
erence. Ministers of the Gospel or others, prompt-
ed to euter upon either this missionary or agency
work, are earnestly requested to send in without
delay applications and testimonials addressed to

the undersigned.
THOS. M. TAYLOR,
CorrrsronniNe Skorerary, C.F.M.S,
Montreal, July 30, 1855,

SOCIETY OF LONDON..

(A Savings’ Bank for the widow and the orphan.)

Capital, £500,000 sterling,

Reserved surplus or profits, £63,788 sterling,
_ Claims paid to the amount of £219,046 sterhng,
since foundation of the Society, in 1838.

Court of Directors in London.
E.S. Symes, Esq., M. D., Chairman.
A. Campbell Barclay, Esq..John Moss, Esq.
Charles Bennett, Esq. Thomas Nicoll, Esq.
Hugh Croft, Fsq. i J. LeanderStarr, Esq.
J. Elliotson, M. D., F2R.S.|Clement Tabor, Fsq.
T, Colley Grattan, Esq.  |Jos. Thompson, Esq.

Wi, Lunn, Esq.

MANAGER,
J. Leander Starr, Esq.
BANKERS.
Messrs. Glyn, Mills & Co., 56 Lombard Street.
Boards of Directors have been established at

Montreal, St. John, N. B., Halifax, N. 8., and St,
John, N.'F.

Local Board for Canada.
B. Holmes, Esq., Chairman.|Rev. J. Flanagan.
A. LaRocque, Esq. Theodare Hart, Esq.
Henry Judah, Esq.
James B. M. Chipman, Fsq.
General JAgent for the British North Ameriacn
Colonies.

D. D. Mackenzie, Esq., Accountant and Cashier.

OFFICE, MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE.

The Agency of this Institution differs widely
from an .Agency as commonly conferred by parent
Institutions abroad. The General Agent, together
with the Local Boards as above, by Power of
Attorney executed by the London Court, are fully
authorised to act on behalf of the Society ; sothat
for all practical purposes this Agency is essen-
tially a Colonial Company, strengthened by a
large bona fide capital safely invested in London.

Agents and Medical Examiners have been ap-
pointed throughout Canada, and the other Cola-
nies ; and proposals for Insurance will be trans-
mitted the General Agent, and Premiums received
by the Auents, through whom pamphlets and
blanks can always be obtained.

Life Assurance may be effected with the Society
in the following different methods.

Life Insurance may be effected by the pay-
ment of one sum only for Life, or by an Annual
Premium, or by haﬁ‘ yearly or quarterly Pre
miums.

A Life Assurance may be effected on the Life
of another person. Premiums payable at option
of assured in the above-meuntioned ways.

A Life Assurance may be effected on two or
three lives jointly in one Policy, the sum assured
being payable to the survivor.
 Inany of these forms parties may participate
in profits or not, at their own option.

A Life Assurance may be effected on the s:ale
called the ‘“withdrawal,” in which the assured may
at any time act upon the “ Loan Fund > of the
Society to the extent of one half of his Annual
Premium as a Cash Credit without security, per-
sonal lability or deposit of Policy : for example,
a person insured in this form, provided he pays
the full Annual Premiums for ten years may for
the next ten years keep alive his Policy without
the payment of any Premium whatever, but he
will be required to pay the simple interest on the
Annual Premium unpaid.

* Annuities granted either immediate, deferred
or contingent.

Applicants are not charged for Medical Exam=
ination. .

Thirty days allowed for payment of Premium
after it falls due.

TO ADVERTISERS.

A few advertisements, not inconsistent with the
character of the paper, will be inserted at the
following rates, viz:

4d. per line first insertion.
1d. “  for each subsequent insertion.

The large circulation (over 2000) of the paper
throughout Canada and the Lower Provinces
makes it a desirable medium.

The Presbpterian
Is published for the Lay Association by John
Lovell, at his office, St Nicholas Street, Montreal,
All communications, and letters enclosing re-
mitances to the Presbyterian, to be ldd!'esged
(Post-paid) to “ The Editor of the Presbyterian
Montreal. .

Printed by Jouws LovEeLt at his Stemn Printing
Establishment, St. Nicholas Street, Montreal,



