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od-forbid that I shonld glory, save in the Cross of our Lord

Jesus Christs by whom the world is Crueified to nie, and | to

the world.—-St Taul, Gal. vii 1.

HALIFAY, SEPTEEBER &, 1546,

R,

CALENEPAER.

Serrryuper 6—X1V after Penticost
“{~—St Elcutherives
8—Nativity of B VM
: 9~5t Sergius
" 10—St Hilary
11—St Nicholas of Tolentino
- 125t Eogeno

We have been asked whether the signature of the
Right, Kev. Dr. Walsh is not attached4o one of the
Political Addresses presented to Lord Falkland pre-
vious to His Lordship's departure for Europe.—
_Durmfr the Bishop’s stay at St. Mary’s, Frenchtown,
"he received a copy of an Address to Lord Falkland
which he was requested to sign. The following
letter in.reply to the demand for his signature, will
best explain the Bishop's views, and set conjecture
at rest as to his political opinions :

. St. Mary's, Frenclitown, Clare,
Friday, 31st July, 1846.
-Dear Six,
T had the honour of recciving your Letter of the
JZth inst., this morning whilst I was engaged in
he duties of the Episcopal Visitation in the Church
f St. Mary ; and although T sit down at the carli-
st moment 1Q wiite to you 2 line in reply, I regret
0 find that my communication cannot by any pos-
+bility reach you on to-morrow, as you have so
arnestly desired.
I.am anxious, howeser, that my sentiments|

should be known as clearly as possible on the sub-
ject to which you have called my attention.

Since my arrival in Nova Scotia I have always
entertained the greatest respect for Lord Falkland,
as the representative of our most gracious Sove-
reign. Thé same respect, and for the same reason,
I shall ever continue to fecl for his successors in the
Government, and to inculcate by word and examp'e
amcengst that portion of the people whe are confided
tomy spiritual care.

But independenily of this conscientious duty, I
am happy to cmbrace the present opportumty of
testifying my high personal esteem for his Lord-
ship, and of acknowledging the courtesy and
kindness I have invariably experienced at his
hands.

1 will add my conscientious belief that as far as
the members of my own communion in th¢ Pro-
vince are concerned, his Yordship was sincerely
disposed to render them impartial justice, and to
recognise all their legitimate claims.

I have never shrunk from the avowal of those
sentiments and I take a pleasure in repeating them
now on the ¢ve of His Lordslup’s departure, that
you may give them whatever publicity you
please.

I fear, however, that if I appended my bumble

signature to the Address which you have enclosed
I should depart from a principle that hgs been al-
ways sacred with me—namely a total abstinence
irom all political excitement,
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My polities are the Gospel.  The ¢ Kingdom’
which I desire to extend “is not of this world.”
Aid as “Tam a debtor to the wise and the un-
wise” I must endeavour, without ¢ distinction of
persons™ to acquire and preserve the confidence of
all, ¢ that I may gain all to Christ.”  This, Dear
Sir, I could never hope to achieve if I were to
descend from the sanctuary and mingle in the
strife of those of whom it is written: ¢ Tradidit
Deus mundum disputationibus eorum.”

When once the Minister of God takes any part
in politics, he is sure to alicnate the affections and
confidence of some portion cven of his own flock.
He can no longer be equally accessible to all—the
common Fatlier of all.  Some will view him rather
as the political partizan than as the evangelizer
of peace,’ and the dark clouds of earthly prejudice
wiil thus obscure the bright halo which should per-
petually environ the *Man of God.”

Now I look upon thiz as a great cvil, because I
consider it the interest of the public of every reli-
alous and political denomination that the Minister
of God should be exclusively devoted to the things
of Hecaven, and that amid the angry tumult of pas-
sion which political differences are so likely to pro-
duce, nothing can be more beneficial to the public
weal than the existence of a body of men whose
profession is peace ; and whose duty and delight it
is to pour oil on the troubled waters, and by the

meck precepts of the Gospel of Love, to chasten
and control the impetuous spirit- of the world.

As therefore I cheerfully recognize in all the
right of maintaining their own political opinions, so.
long as they do not militate against the principles
of religion or sacial order, Iam not inclined tomin-
gle in politics, nor take any step whatsoever which
might cven indifeetly be a cause of misunderstand-
g with any of my own beloved flock, or of my
other, ¢steemed fellow-subjects in the Province.

Abstracting, then, from political considerations,
there is no compliment, nor mark of personal re~
gard which T am not prepared to offer my justly
respected friend our late Chief Governor.

I am confident, Dear Sir, that you will appreci-.
ate the candour with. which I have thus delivered
my opinions on a subject which concerns not my
personal feelings only, but which is intimately con-
nected with the promotion of those immortal
interests to which 1 have consecrated my life.

1 have the honour to remain, .

Dear Sir, with much regard,
. Very truly Yours,
S WILLIAM WALSIL

-

THE REV. MR. HANNAN.

This estimable_clergyman has taken his depar-
ture for Bermuda. We anticipate the most happy
resul{s from his mission to that distant settlement.
In no'place is the want of a priest more felt and la-
mented, than in the Bermudas. Brighter days how-
ever, are beginning to dawn upon “that portion. of
the flock. 'The religious destitution under which
they labored in times past, had caused the Bishop
many a painful thought, and many a bitter pang,
and we have reason to believe that it is with no of-
dinary satisfaction he finds himself enabled to
send them such a Missionary as the Rev. Mr.
Hannan.

In the Windsor District the Rev. Gentleman
left the impress of his zeal.and efficiency wherever
he went—entirely devoted to his clerical duties,
and with that singleness of purpose characteristic
of the good priest, he has left a name behind him
which will be hallowed in the memory of hun-
dreds. We wish him a safe and speedy passage to
the scene o%‘ his future labors.

ST. PATRICK’S GHURCH.

The zeal manifested in the crection of this
Church, is highly creditable to the Catholics of
Halifax One of the first objects to which a chris-
tian people shonld twn their attention is that of
providing a temple, in some.measure suitable to the
dignity, the majesty, the awful solemnity of our
holy religion. If those who have nothing but bar-
ren words and lifeless imagery to offer to their
hearers, manifest so much zeal in the erection of
‘houses of worship, what ought not we to accom-
plish—ve, the children of the promise,—we the
heirs. of a living, a pure, and a spotless faith,~we
who believe that our temples are consecrated by the
presence of God himself in our august mysteries,
what we say ought not we to accomplish? Our
Church will be-the Church of God, no matter to
whom it may be dedicated, but still a church plac-
ed-under the patronage of our immortal saint, our
national apostle, of him who evangelized Ireland,
the glorious St. Patrick, has a peculiat claim on
the best fcelings of the Irish heart. It reminds-us
that we arethe.natives ov the immediate descend-
ants of the natives, of a.land that made-more sacra-
fices forreligion thanany nation under -Heaven,—
it.reminds us that we belong to a people who dur

ing two centuries and a half, worshipped. their God
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in the dark cave or the mud cabin, preserving the
deposit of the faith pure and unspotted amid unex-
ampled suflering, protracted trials, and horrid per-
secuition.  With all tho destitution and distress in
ovory ghastly shape to which our suffering country
has been subjected, she has erected more churches to
the worship of God during the last twenty years than
any country in the world.  'We can never believe
that the dostiny of such a people will always be a
sorrowful one. We can never believe that the
great disposer of all events, will not, sooner or later
reward the undying fidelity of the Irish nation in
the cause ¢f roligion. We, the men of that creed
and country too have a character to . ustain—the
eyes of the community, and of the Provine- ¢t large
are fixed upon s, We mnst prove to the world
what the children of St. Patrick can do for the
church of their patron.  Anything like an approach
to apathy would prove nothing but our degeneracy.
Now that God in his own good time has sent us
tho blessings of religious and social concord let us
make a noble cffort—Ilet vs listen to the generous
promptings of the Catholic heart, and St. Patrick’s
Church will soon be an ornament to the city of]
Halifax.

ST. ANDREW'S, COUNTY OF SYDNEY.

It will be scen upon refercuce to another colunn
that the good poople of St. Andrew’s have been
edified and delighted at witnessing in the heautrful
Church, lately crocted there, some of the most sa-
lemn and imposing ceremonies of our holy religion.
It gives us unmixed pleasure to record every effert
of zeal made in behall of our ancient, time-honour-
ed, and glorious faith, and our correspondent does
us no more than justice in supposing that the
triumphs of the Church, wherever achieved, consti-
tute a sufficient claim to our consideration.  The
Rev. clergyman to whose exertions so much good
1s.attributed, richly deserve the affection and con-
fidence of his-boloved flock. We are remindel
by the letter of our correspondent that soon after
the Bishop’s arrival in Halifax, a High Mass and
Office for the repose of the soul of the Pope, will
be offered-up in St dMary’s Church ; the Bishop’s ar-
rangements for the visitation'of the Diocese had been
complefed when the news reachéed Halifax that

the venecrable Pontiff was no more.  'What a beau-
uful feature inthe ity of our church to see, even
ur-this thinly peopled Province, the representatives

of so many tengucs and people, Inish, Scoteh,
English, French and "Tudians, paymg homage to
the departed greatness of the late Holy awor,
Gregory XVIL

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE.

This Establishment will re-open on Monday, 7th
inst. Arrangements have been made which will
render the course of Education efficient and
respectable.

Mg, EniTor,—

Believing that every species of information bear-
ing upon the stute and progress of Catholicity mn
this, as well as every other pact of tiie Proviuce, will
always find ready admittauce to the columns ot
your unassuming, yet very iteresting velucle ot re-
ligious intelligence.«—1 beg to request that you will
give insertion to the followiug 1ather hasty lucu-
bration.

Should any one take it for granted, that hecause
little relative to the state of religion, amongst us,
appears in print, the Scotch Catholics of this distriet
are far behind the age, not possessed of feelings to
appreciate and consequently not desirous to emulate
the bright examplcs of their brethren m the faith,
throughout the world, such a one, I say, would be
most cgregiously mistaken. The writer of these
lines, has had in his day, ample opportunitics of
forming a correct judgement between Ins brethren
here, and their fellow-catholics abroad, and he un-
hesitatingly affirms, that the former when proper-
ly directed, yield to none in stabihity of faith, and
geutine piety. Their devotion to the cause of re-
ligion is most exemplary—their willingness to con-
tribute towards the erection and decoration of the
House of God, is worthy of their ancestors in the
ages of faith—and their attachment to thewr Pastors
is proverbial. To make the benign influences of
religion flow in sweet waters over the hearts.of the
faithful, to cause the moral tree to produce fruits of
gndliness, under the assistance of divine grace a.
persevering and expericnced guide must attend to
its cultivation. Thelaity 1t general act by ezam-
ple and injunction, it 1s the good priest .who forms
and moulds the morals of his flock. If then the |
plain statement, I am about to malke, of our doings .

here will afford you-or any of your readers the least
satisfaction, let it be borne in mind, that our Rev.
Pastor, Dr. McKinnon, is the heart and sou! of all
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our actions, fur 'tis he who gurdes with a guardian
haud all our undertakings, and leads to a success-
ful issue whatever 1s necessary to be done.

The wordsof lhe Royal Psalmist “I have luved,
O Lord, the beauty of thy house and the place
where thy Glory dwelleth,” are always dear to the
genuined Gatholic.  In fact they constitute the
ground work of one of the most neble principles in
the genius of Catholicity. The face of -Christian
Europe attests the working »f this principle in the
numberless magnificent temples erected by Catho-
lic hands to the honour of God. Well indeed it
may be said that when we sece a Catholic congre-
gation, and I trust there are but few, acting upon
the uncatholic, sordid, utilitarian, sectarian prin-
ciple of considering as a uscless expenditure, what-
cver exceeds medioerity in the cmbellishment of
the House of God, genuine piety is at a low cbb
in that cengregation, and there is cvery reason
to fear that the shepherd is like the flock. If
paise is due to any parish in Nova Seatin for
attesting o the world that they arc in heart and
soul alive to the duties incumbent upon them as
Catholics, and of carrying out the same princi-
ple which now actuates the devoted Catliolic else-
where, and to which I have already hinted, the
parishioners of St Andrews have earned to them-
selves cverlasung credit and homowr.  The 20th
June of last year, the great feast of SS. Peter
and Paul witnessed a speetacle never seen betore
in-this quarter, on such a scale, viz. the imposiug
ceremonial of the consecration of a new church
aceording to the Cathelic ritual, it is said that no
less than five thousand persons attended on that
interesting occasion. It must have been a most
conseling sight to the vencrable Bishop of the
Diocese as he officiated un that great occasion to see
so noble a tempie erected, where a few years before
the trees of the forest stood 1n all their native beauty
and the wild beast roamed in quest of prey.—
Surrounded as he was on that auspicious iy by
bundreds of the hoary sons of Ossian and I‘m-'
gal, hews to the taith of the samnted Palladius and
Columba, descendants of the heroes of Bannock-*
burn, while the thousands that thronged the aidlec|
of the pew temple ztood to him in the sarped vl '
tion of spiritual children, for he it was who rege-
nerated them with the laver of Buptism, confumed
them with the chism of salvation, and finally 1t

—

was he, who blessod hofore the altar of the most
High, the matrimonial union of their parents.—
This new Church cost upwards of £1800, a sum
not great in the eyes of many—whenthey compare
it with the cost of other churches, erected in weal-
thy citios and under more propituous circumstances
but it must be recollected that this sum was col-
lected within o short period from about two hun-
dred families, cultivators of the soil. The extenor,
though afrer the common style of architecture in
this countsy, is highly imposing. Its beautifully
tapering spire carries the sacred emblen. of man’s
salvation to the height of I17 fect, the interior is
well finished and elegantly painted, I believe 1200

persons can be accommodated with case.  The al-
tar is really magnificent and the altar picce painted
expressly for this Charch is a splenditl one, repre-
senting the martrydom of the holy apostle St. An-
drew. It reflects much credit upon the artist,
Signor Roberto Pompiana, a young painter of emi-
nence in Rome. 'The columns that stand on cach
side of the altar, supporting a large entablature and
pediment above, are most claborately and scientifi-
cally exeeuted,—finally the short but compre-
hensive gexlic insaription, ¢ Tigh De,” ¢ The
House of God,” in gold letters executd in relief on
the large entablature, tells the sacred character of the
place and clevates tne mind of the faithful beholder
to sentiments of a higher and better world.

Having thus Mr. Editor led your readers to form
an wlea of our new Chareh at 8t. Andrew’s allow
me to give youa few details of our proccedings a
few weeks ago: It being generally known through
this, and the adjoining parishes, that the 29th of
June the anniversary of the conseciation of the
Church was fixed upon as the day for giving confir-
mation to the numerous youth of the parish and
promoting to the holy order of priesthood, the
Rev. IXugh McDonald Iately from St. Mary’s semi-
nary, Quebec, hundreds from the neighbouring set-
tlements flogked to witness the imposing ceremonial
of admitting to the onerous duties of the priesthood
one who already carned for himself favourable opi-
nions by many traits of a kind and affable disposi-
tion. 'The church was most appropriately decorat-
ed for the cccaston, the whole ceremonsal was car-
ried out wath a scrupulous attention to the ntual of
the cnurch.  'I'ne vernerable and reaily Patriarchal
appearance of Bishop IPraserin his Episcopal robes
attended by Rev. Alexander and Ronald M'Gil-
vary 2s Deacon and Sub-deacon, Rev. Doctor
M’Kmnon, Pastor of the pamsh, as Arch-deacon
and Rev. Mr. Qunan, as Master of Ceremonyes,
must have left a lasung impression on the minds
ot the taithful ; in fact the ceremony of the or-
dmation of the young Levite, must have taught

a
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all present, that admittance to> the sacred oftico
of the Priesthood in the Catholic Church imposes
& deep share of responsibility upon those who
assume it. After Mass the Youth of the Parish of
both sexes were called forward by their pastor
to receive the holy Sacrament of Confirmation.—
Under his vigilant and paternal care they had
been for a while receiving instruction and making
preparation for the duc reeeption of that important
Sacrament. It was a Dbeautiful aud interesting
sight, upwards of 300 were confirmed on the oc-
casion. In a few days after the faithful met in
solemn silence roand the altar of God to assist
at a High Mass for the reposc of the soul of the
late Pope Gregory XVI. At an carly hour (the
15th July) the decp tones of the bell were heard
over the towuship tolling a requiem for the depart-
cd Pontiff, the sun shone not—nature divested of
her smiles looked as if sunk in grief| the sanctuary
looked solemn indeed, for instead of the gay flow-
crs that entwined themselves, a  few days before,
in beautiful wreaths around the massive columns
the sable habiliments of death were scen.  After
the Gospel, an affecting and eloguent address was
delivered by the Rev. Pastor, on dcath, and par-
ucularly the death of the late head of the church.
There are few indeed, in our northern Provinces,
to whom the person of his late Holiness was so
well known as to the Rev. Gentleman who offi-
ciated on this eccasion, hence his acqaintance|
with the many virtues, that adorned his cha-
racter.

the scene at this time was really grand. After
walking a considerable distance, the procession
returned to tne Glebe land, where a plentiful re-
freshment vras prepared by the Committee of Ma.
nagement,-~and after several hours of innocent
amusement,the ever vigilant sentinel from the tower
of the Church, announced that the hour of parting
was come—and after three cheers {for our next
happy meeting, the gay multitude dispersed. Be-
fore concluding this hurrvied article allow me to
add another item to what I have already said, and
though last not least it aftords to many the greatest
consvlation, The holy institution of the Arch-
Confraternity of the Sacred Heart of Mary, has
been lately established in this pavish. All Satur-
days are days of special devotion ; the distance of
5 or 6 miles is no impediment cven to females to
attend at the holy Sacrifict of the Mass, which is
offered regularly on the morning of the above day.
Service takes place each Sunday for the faithful,
and more particularly the members of the Confie-
ternity. In fine, the rules and regulations of this
excellent institution are, I believe, most scrupu-
lously attended to.

If Sir your very interesting details of the good
that many distriets of the Province are doing in the
sacred cause of Religion and Morality have afford-
ed us here pleasure and delight, T trust this fecl |
ing will be reeiprocal on the part of your readers
when they learn that we are also labouring in the
good cause ; and though the public but seldem
hear of our labours, still I trust we are not to be

Scarcely had the sun tinged with his golden judged remiss and indifferent to the interests of

beams the castern horizon, on the 20th July, when
the loud boom of the cannon awoke the members
of the Temperance Society of St. Andrews from
their plensm)t slumbers (far cnnh are the slumbers
of the man of sober habits) and remindecij them
(for who could forget it) thap this was the day
fixed upon for the Temperance Procession. At
10, o’clock the Chureh bell annonnced Divine
Service, High Mass was celebrated by the Pastor
of St. Andrews, and after the gospel an appropri-
ate address was delivered to a most attentive and
crowded andience. The limits to which I have
already extended this Letter, preclude me frox’n
giving even an ontline of the Rev. gentleman’s
discourse ; suffice it to soy, that it was creditable
to him throughout. Afier Mass the Procession left
the Church, no less than from five to six hqndred
members, male and female, forming the line of
warch ; the deep notes of the bell sou_nded a.happy
peal—the thunder of the cannon carried the news
in reverberating peals over the distant hills—the
warlike notes of the Pibroch seat a thrill through
each Highland heart as it welled on the gale,—a
number ,of the gayest banners, béaring suitable

religion.
1 remain, Sir,
Yours, &e.

PONETS 0F PAEROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
FAIRLY EXPLAINED.

—

CHAPTER VL
ON SACRAMENTAL CONFESSION.

Every Catholic believes, that as sin is an of-
fenec offered principally against God, so, he alone
can pardon it. The Catholic church does not
conceive, that either the highest order of angeh.c
or sanctified spirits, or the most virtuous or pri-
vileged man, is in possession of any inherent pow-
er of forgiving sin.  Reason itself dictates, that a
personal insalt can only be pardoncd by the insult-
ed party.

As human nature, in consequence of the apos-
tacy of our progenitors, is constantly prone to evil

St. Andrews, Lounty 01 pyuney,
Aug. 20, 1846.

and approprigte mottos, floated: on the .bre,eze;

~
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God foresaw, that man swould frequently rebel
against his divine law ; and, of course, unlesstliesc
sinfnl rebellions were pardoned, the gates of hea-
ven would be forever shut against tho prevaricat-
ing robel. The same mercy and charity which
prompted the Son of God to atone for the crime
of our Grst parents by his-sufferings and thus to
enable their redeemed and regenerated oflspring
to enter heaven, induced him as we may naturally
conceive, to establish some means by which man’s
own personal sing against God might be cancelled
FFor if no means of recovering forfeited innocence
were lelt to man, the pussibility of gaining the end
of his creation, and of avoiding the external punish-
ments of sin, would be extremely limited ; for sin
is unfortunately very prevalent, and ‘in many’
things we all offend.’

The means which God has left us, of recovering
from sin, is universally believed and known to
be repentance. I God had pleased, he might not
have consented to parden even repenting sinners at
all, but he has done so; 2nd thisindulgence we owe
to-his mercy and goodness. Surely, then he can
preseribe conditions, on which he will receive the
sinner into forfeited faveur, and no rational being
could complain, if those conditions were far more
severe than they really are. It is not in the little-
ness of human pride, or human self-sufficiency to
enact laws for God, or to blunt the force of those
which he has given to his ereatures.

Catholics believe that God has left power on
earth to forgive sin, and that he has delegated that
power to the lawful ministers of his church; and
by conceiving that application to those delegated
powers, is one of the conditions in ordinary cases
which are requisite for obtaining pardon, they
think they aive 0685 M 0ot from the
dignity of rational nature. They believe, that
by the words of Jesus Christaddressed to his apos-
tles, ¢ Receive ye the-Hely Ghost, whose ye shall
forgive they are forgiven, and ikose sins you shall
retain they are retained,’ (St Matt. xviii. 18, St.
John xx. 22, 23.) these apostles, who were the fu-
tare ministers of his chureh received the power of
remitting sin, by the authority of (od. Indeed
what other meaning can the words infer? This
explanation of the text does not wear tae loast ap-
pearance of impossibility ; for God could have as
casily commissionzd the Apostles ro remit sin in
his name, as to verform miracles in. his name, for
man in his own nature, is equally incapable of eci-
ther. Indeed, it .. almost universally helieved
by every denomination of Christians, that by the
above words, thé apostles did receive poiver to for+
givesin. But the adversaries of Catholicity. re-
mark, thatlike other extraordinary powers com-
municeted to them, the power of remitting sin died’

when the church was substantially established.
* God gave péwerto the apostles,’ they say ¢ to per-
form_miracles, and if the present ministers of the
Cathelic Church claim the power of absolution,
through the aposties, why should they not claim
the power of working miracles? The second they
cannot assert, so neither ought they to clalm the
first prerogative.’ The force of this objection is
completely annihilated, when we reflect that the
common power of performing miracles was ess’ a-
tially nccessary ot the commencement of Chris-
tianity. Miracles were the ordinary means which
Christ and the first champions of Christianity uscd
to convért the Pagan and the Infidel, and even in
modern times, upon similar occasions, the same
meang have beet employed, by the confession of
Protestants themselves; (vide Life of St. Xav.
juxt. fin.) but the power of absolution is at least
as necessary now as it was in the Apostolic age.
Wherever or whenever sin i3 committed, the pow-
er is necessary, or if it be not, then we must ac-
knowledge, that that power was foolishly given to
the Apostles. The same remark will apply with
equal energy to every objection founded on the
non existence of extraordinary powers in the pre-
sent ministers of the churech,  Every thing which
was pecessary in the Apostolic age, may not pe
necessary now. But thete ate many prerogatives
in the ministry, which are equally necessary dur-
ing both periods. Among the rest the power of
absolution and consecration hold a high station.—
We are sinners now, as our predeccssors were
then ; nnd we should consider ourselves very un-
fortunate, if our ministers had not inherited: the
game delegated power of absolution, which the
Apostles, who were their ministers, ‘had received
from their J.ord and: mastor.

1t wete no difficult-task to‘adduce other proofs
in defénce of‘the power of absolution, particularly
from the authority of universal tradition.  More
than sufficient historical evidenée is left us, té
prove, that‘from the earliest ages of the church
sacramental penance hae always existed wmong
the great body of christians, This authérity, and
the proofs founded upon it, ought not to be lightly
coritetatied by our adversaries ; for-they should ré:
member, thal many impoftant truths' and facts,
L both ecclesiastical and civil, rest exclusively on
this hasis, .

Having established.the power ol absolution let
us proceed to the details of the subject, Believing
that theif ministers possess the delegated poiwer
of absolation, when certain conditions are present
Catholi¢s deem penance ‘a sacfamentiof the new
laiv; or, an‘outivatd sign’of inward grace instituted
by Christ for our jusfification; (Vidé Cat. Cone.
Trid. de Sacr. § 5. 4nd"St Aug,) They believe
that contrition, conféssion, and sanctification; are
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necessary, the two first (o the cssential, and the
third to the.integral or complete existence of the
sacrament. In regard to contrition, or sorrow for
sin, no doubt can exist, for we all believe that even
God cannot forgive the unrepenting sinner. ‘The
priest.thereforo.cannot pardon what sins he pleas-
os, for unless the sinner be really sorry for his
crimes, and firmly resolved never again to - repeat
them, the prigst’s ,absoiutiqn is of no avail, snd is
not ratified in heaven. This simple exposition-
wipes away many a foul ecalumny propagated by
our adversaries and believed by many of our igno-
raont.or .malicivus opposers.

Confession presents stronger difficulties, not in-.
deed to the understanding, but to the heart ; for'
itis naturally a painful task to reveal our secret
gina to another. It is repugnant to fallen and vi-
tiated and nature; but the fact of its existence in’
the Cathelic Chureh, is a slrong proof that it was:
instituted by a power superior to hnman agency..
No cne will forge fetters for himself, nor for ano-
ther, when he is the sufferer by it ;.and if in a ci-
vil point of view, we watch over the political pre-
rogative of the ruling powers with a jealous eye
it would be outrageous to common sense to ima-
gine, that during the civil and moral revolutions
of eighteen hundred years, sacramental confession
if a tyrannical usurpation of power, would be deem-
ed a sacred obligatiop, upless it were imposed on
man by his omnipotent Creator.—But though con-
fession be a painfyl task, we should willingly un-
dergo it, if we are really sorr; for our crimes. We
have proved that the priest has a delegated power
to forgive sin; and according to the words of
Christ, ¢ Whose sins ye shall forgive they are for-
given, and whosg sins-ye shall rétain they are re-
tained,’ (ubi sup.) he.has a pawer of refusing ab-
solution in cerfain cases. He is then in some
sense constituted a judge, and how can he pass

judgement, and consequent!y give or refuse abso- |

lution, without knowing ,jhe case? And how
can he know the casc unless the penitent in-
form him of it;-or in other words without confes-
sion? A general acknowledgergent of having
sinned can never suffice, any more than a general
accusation of guilt can authorize an earthly judge
to pronounce a senlence of punishment,

No evil consequences, no.inconveniences can re-
sult to the penitent, other than the inomentary
confusion of self .agcusation. © The priest is bound
by every law,.to observe the most profound silence
on the sutjects of confession, and there is no pow-
er on earth that can entitle him to divulge them.—
The providence of God, too, has so watched over
the tribunal of penance, that there is hardly one
solitary glimmering of infidelity on this point,
among all the wicked or apostatizing priests who
from time to time have disgraced their profession,

to deter the sincere penitent from approaching
that tribunal. Nor has the penitent any reason to
(car a diminution of his reputation, in the eyes of
the canfassor for there is no shame attached to re-
pentance ; and how indeed can the latter think 1ll
of the former, when he believes, as he is hound
to believe, that the penitent is now a friend of God
and beloved by his Creator 7 The confesscr, be-
sides, cannot act in any respect {ram the know-
ledge which he may have received in confession
and, Catholic priests have {requently expressed
and left on record, from the earliest times
that their sacramental knowledge soon perished,
or was pprfestly inactive on their minds.

These are among the raasons which induce us
to-believe, that hesides a sincere sorrow for sin
one of the ordinary conditions of forgiveness is
confession. We believe also that a true and per-
fect sarrow, together with an efficacious intentior
of fulfilling the second condition, on the proper oc-
casion, will produce the_same effect. The church
deems this sacrament of main importance to her
children, and hence she commands them ail
to visit it at least.once in the year ; rejoicing -how-
ever, with the feelings of an affectionate mother,
when she sees:her children more than simply obe-
dient, she warmly applauds more frequent ap-
proachasito it. o,

_ General Intetiigence.

OEATH OF THE BISHOP OF KILDARE,

The Honourable and Right Rev. Dr. Lindsay,
Bishop .of Kildare, expired at twelve o’clo.k this
morning, after abput a fortnightls illness.  The
deceased prelate was consecrated Bishop of Kil-
dare,.in 1804. DBy bis death the see becomes
upited to that of Dublin, the revenues to be hand.
ed over to the Lcclesiastical Commission. Dr.
Lindsay was in his 87th year.—Evening Frecman
of Naturdey.

FPENING OF ST. ANNE'S CHURCH, LI
- VERPOOL.

On Wednesday the §th jnst. this large and
splendid church was solemnly dedicatgd to the
service of Almighty God, under-the patronage of
St. Anne. The weather, which for some days
previous had been in a very unsettled state, clear-
ed on tne morning of the opening, and added much
to the comfort and enjoyment of the crowd- of visi-
tors, who came from ¢ far and near.”

The ceremonies of the day cemmenced with a

roceseion from the presbytery to the church, ar-
ranged in the usual and prescribed form, headed
by the Cross-bearer. The presence of his Graca

the Most Rev. Dr Polding, and the other Bishops,
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viz , Dr. Browne, Dr. Sharples, Dr. Mortis, and
Doctor Murphy, in their rich jewelled mitres and
orphreyed copes, had a splendid effect as the long
line of the procession passed down the knave of
the chureli,

The Rizlit Rev the Bishop of the distnict sang hugh
mass, assisted by Dr Roshedl, aud Mr Whittaher, as
Deacon and Snb.deacon, DrYouens, assistant Priest,
and Mr Smith and Mr z{nmpsou, Assistant Deacons,
After the gospel had been sung by the deacon, his
Grace the most Reverend Dr Polding ascended the
amboand delivered a most ¢loyuent and approprate
«wrmon.  The music was of the firat order through-
out. Theattendance in the morning was very good
and we are glad to find that there was sliberal response
tsthe :q.pml fut wid, sv cloquentdy entorced by the
most rev. preacher. In the evening there were so-
lemn vespers aud suainon by the Right Rev. Doctor
Morris, after which there was a grand solemn bene-
diction of the blessed sacrament.—Z'ablet.

POPE ¥IUS IX., AND CARDINAL DE BONALD.

It is a curious fact that the present enlightened
Pontiff, even before his election to {he primacy
of the church, while Archbishop of Imola, had
the great Pastoral of Cardinal de Bonald, on the
lecrty of the Chureh, lately published here, trans-
lated for and circulated amongst the thousands over
whom he had spirituai Jurxsdxctxon.

We have much pleasure in recording that James
Hozier, Esq. of London, has, with a praiseworthy
liberality, handed to the Very Rev. L. Dillon, of
Ballinasloe, the magnificent sums of one hundred
guineas, in aid of the fund for the erection of the
new Gatholic Church of that town.

Friday an ordination was held ir Tuam by the
Most Rev. Dr. Macllale. Mr Greene, late of the
Dunboyne establishment, Maynooth, was promoted
to deacons’ orders, and on. Sunday tho order of
priesthood was confetred on the same rev. gentle-
men, and on the Rev Mr Brady.

On Tuesday the 28th ult., his Grace the NMost
Rev Dr. Slattery, Archbishop of Cashel, held a
visitation 1n the chapel of Killenaule, and on the
29th administered the sacrament of confirmation in
the beauti#ul new clapel of Molyglass to about 700
postnlants, whomn he found admirably well. in-
strueted and ptepared for the occasxon.—Te_ppc—
rary Free Press.

On Thursday the consecration of the chapel of
St. Vincent, Sisle1s of Charity, Magdalen Asylum,
took place in Cork. It was a grand spectacle.—
The Rev Mr Mathew, after the first gospel
preached the dedication sermon.

\
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

To Couniry Subscribers—we have this to say—
all papers must be paid for in Apvance, after the
expiration of the present year, all papers not so
paid for, will be discontinued. It is impossible to
collect subscriptions of Five smyuines scattered
over a whole Province. The man who caunot pay
this sum for his paper in advance, 13 not more likely
to do sn at the end of the year. We pay casu for
paper and labour weckly, and we must be paid
casi by our subscriluts, to cnable usto continue to

do so. :
A+ J. RITCUIE,

BIRTHS RECORDED.

AT ST. MARY’S,

Auausy 28—Mrs Mahon of a Son.
80—Mrs Lathay of a Son.
80—Mrs Kenuedy of a Daughter.
Septr. 1—Mrs Delany of a Son.
1—Mrs McGrath of a Son.
1—Mrs McGrath of a Son.
2—Mrs Isles of a Daughter.
8—MTrs Fitzpatrick of a Son.
8—Mrs Blant of a Son.
4—Mrs Savage of a Daughter.

wotmasmne

INTERJIERTS.

AT THE CEMETERY OF THE HOLY CROSS.

Avcust 22—John, infant son of William and Mary
Callanan, aged 2 months.
25— Andrew, son of David and Mary Hogan
aged § months and 8 days.
25—Catherine, daughter of Martin and EI-
len Mlllally, aged 2 months and 8'days.
26—Ann, infant daughter of Thomas and
Mary Mahar, aged G weeks.
27—John Daly, a native of Limerick, Ire-
land, aged 31 years.
28—=Saral, daughter of Miles and Sarah
MaLaughlan, aged 16 months.
28—Ann, daughter of John and Mary
Power, aged 5 years.
29—Margaret, daughter of Michael and
Bridget Hartery; aged 7-months.
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