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2 YEAR.

Why two ts in ditty, one in cety?

Mr L, Lyon rites from Conuneaut, O.:
“The only way to mend sp. is to Reep at
work. 1t wil take several years 1o estab-
lish an alfuabet.”

[t is much to be regreted that d was
alowd to fall out of use, The sound is not
at all a compound of those of t and h, by
uniting which we indieate it. It is a per-
fectly simpl sound as much so as siand it
wud be wel il filologists undertaking to
simplify sp. wud advocate restoring o. .
Ther wud be no dificulty, or very litl, in
ringing it gradualy into vog, R White,

W. -Before the Conquest W owas litl
wsed.  Where Anglo-Saxon printed books
hav it, manuscripts hav the old Rune p.
After the Conquest, when many Romance
words begining with V wer coming in, a
distinction had to be made hetween this
sound and that of old p, the later was rep-
resented by dubl v. It must carefuly be
observd that novelty as to W was in the
caracter, not in sound. The sound w was
ancient, and on it an interesting question
risesi—Whether this sound, now a chief
caracteristic of our Janguage amid its fam-
ily, was contracted in this iland by ming-
sling of Saxons with Britich Kelts, or is
relic of a once pangothic sound, which
has faded evrywhere els, alike in Teuton
and Scandinavian worlds. - Farle's [0l
The last statement needs qualification: w
is comon in curent German orthografy,
but is invariably pronounced v in “the
best” German—ther is no sound w. In
some districts, however, where pronuncia-
tion is considerd more or les dialeetic, w
is sounded, not v, but as we do. What is
the conection hetween these districts and
Britan in linguistic history (paratel to eth-
nology) has yet to he elucidated.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS.
M Curzon, Toronto (got by [Tundlton.)
Prof. Ewing, Notre Dame, Indiana, (got
by Cosmopolitan, Shorthander.)
Kansas Historic Society, Topeka, Kan,,
(paid by Mr ICnudsen, Jan.’85 to Dec. "99.)
Three aded to club, Toronto, (Roberts.)

DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

ToroxTo, CaNADA, May, 1888.

The Herald.

“AMENDED SPELIXN.
(From Cupadion Sclent Obscrrer, Toronto,)
We hav receivd 7he Herold, publisht in
Toronto, “devoted to pronunciation and
amended spelin.® The editor thinks the
reforms inorthografy that he advocates in
his Htl paper ar caleulated to benefit man-
Kind, especialy def-mutes. {We hav putit
ssapeling™ - never sspelin.”™ We hav never
said anything about special adaptability to
the def-dum. Why misrepresent so?| e
concludes, from some source of informa-
tion, that the system of instruction adopt-
ed in the Ontario Institution is detectiv in
one particular, und that the education of
the def in Canada needs his help to be-
come respeetabl, {Great Gesar!] Itis quite
cevident that he has a very imperfect nol-
edge of def-mute instruction, and imagins
that “lip-reading™ constitutes the basis of
proceeding. [ Yu “imagin.”] The “com-
bined system,” which prevails in nearly all
scools for the def on this continent, is fa-
vord in the Ontario Institution. Tt consists
of the oral, manual and sign language. . .
Few def-mutes can be succesfuly taut the
purely oral method. In the Ont. Institu'n,
out of 240, not over 40 ar capabl,and ar
under an experienced and traind teacher.
The rest find the manual alfabet and sign
language more suitabl and make good
progres. We admit that English contains
irregular orthografy, but the flerald's ye-
forms ar not likely to find favor with the
public. They ar too radical.  Def-mutes
especialy no very litl about “a fotograf of
sounds™ asthe eye isthe principal medium
of instrue'n. If compeld to choose between
the Jerald’s“complete alfabet” [theris no
such thing] and Volapiik,another kind of
speling reform [Is it? Wetho't it the new
world-speech.} we wud take the later—for
brevity, anyway: “They wil hav been lov-
ed” in Volapiik is “pulifus.”  Only that,
and nothing more. | This sentence has no
verh!] Can the Iferald beat that? [No, go
foot: take yur “spelin” with yu!) -

~\Why two ds in ruddy, one in stndy?
~-\W. M., givh some acounts to colect, re-
turnd one markt “doughiful!” (fact.)
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PLEASE SUBSCRIBE. Trrue: per year, 2%¢.; & years, St
1 Copls, to one adrex, in ndvance, per year, 50 cents; 13 ditto, S1
Foren stamps taken  Bound volwme for any past year, 25 ¢tx
Adres ‘Tne Henann, 125 Harbord St., Toronto, Canada.

REVISED SPELING: OMIT useles loters.

CHANGEd to ¢, pl to f, gh to f. if sounded so.

PURPOS OF A PRIMER.

A suitabl primer shud fulfil four condi.
tions: (1) It shud thruout be a dril on
sounds, so as to lay foundation for distinct
and acurat pronunciation. (2) The speling
it givs shud be aproximatly free from the
too numerus irregularitis of our orthog. at
least so far .s is compatibl with (3) Alow-
ing redy transition to ordinary literature,
the bridge to which wil be books of the
Robinson Cruso clas. These sustain the
pupil’s interest without resort to any transi-
tion reader. (4) It shud use cosmopolitan
or international values of leters, not nation-
al ones. \Vhat wil be the final Notation
of speech-sounds for general sientific and
popular use can be dimly forecast to some
extent, depending on certn fixt principls in-
volvd—Such Notation is the problem now
present. The model primer shud be a sort
-of haf-way-hous between curent speling and
'such Motation so that pupils taut by it wil
be so far familiar with this Notation and not
puzld by varying systems as now puzld by
diferent dictionary nomenclatures for indi-
-cating pronunciation. The secnd edition
{500 copis) of Mr. Knudsen's Primer, just
from pres, givs a practical fulfilment of the
four conditions beter perhaps than any
other in the market. No transition reader
is needed. Where such is requisit it indi-
cates that the primer has gon too far in de-
parture from curent forms of words. The
Primer mentiond is publisht by Golden
Bros., South Norwalk, Cons., at 25 cents.
We giv a specimen from the Bee, p. 36:

“ITwen shi has gagh’erd a gud lood, shi
ljs hom tu her hjv, tu mek lit'l sels
tu hodd her hon’i, and tu kivp it for the
co'ld des ov win'ter, hwen ¢he flou'ers
ar ol gon, and it is tu’ co'ld for the Bis
e go out.”

— World English, a work by A. Melvil
Bell, wil be issued shortly (N. Y., Hodges;
London, Triibner) demonstrating fitnes of
Eng. for adoption as universal language.
The only drawbak to its extension hitherto
has been its dificult and unsystematic spel-
ing. * World English  provides an amend-
ed alfabet, with new leters for unrepresent-
ed sounds. Ordinary orthografy remasins
undisturbd as ¢ literary ILng.” The as-
pect of words is so litl unlike in both sys-
tems that readers of either wil decifer the
other without special instruction. — The
Week.

THE DEF-DUJM. -
(To Editor Canadian Silent Observer.r)

Sir,—Your paragraf is a surprise as thes
pages hav never had a word about the def.
dumb in general nor ¢ the Ontario Iustity.
tion ” in particular. Did your supper dis.
agree? and giv you nightmare? Aryg
*spoiling for a fight 2 and so attack one
untilnow quite dumb,(altho neither blind nor
def), like the doughty Spanish Don Quixao,
who attackt a wind-mil, to show how braye
he was!

You object that changes ar ** too radical.’
Herein, nothing is adopted beyond

THE FIVE RULES:

1. Omit ¢ from the digraf en when pro.
nounced as e-short, as hed, helth, spred.

2. Omit silent e after a short vowel, asin
hav, giv, liv, definit, hostil, genuin.

3. Write f for pk in such words as alfabet,
fantom, camfor, filosofy, telegraf.

4. When a word ends with a doubl con.
sonant, omit the last, as in shal, clif, eg.

5. Change ed final to £ where it has the
sound of ¢, as in lasht, imprest, fixt.

Farther changes ar activly discust. The
speling of this communication wil exemplify
the Five Rules. Any farther is yet on trial.

The opinion of Rev. David Swing, the
eminent Chicago preacher, is that ¢ we
ought to make a distinction between mere
feelings and reasonabl feelings, for if we hav
permited ourselvs to become so attacht to
an old wooden plow that we would not ex-
change it for the best steel one, we ar not
persons of deep feelings, but rather of deep
babyhood and stupidity. The human race
that wil from deliberat choice spel program,
programme, and tizic, phthisic, and which,
when its folly is pointed out, wil proceed to
affirm that it prefers the longest way of spel-
ing a word, should be compeld to go back
to canal-boats, pack-horses, dipt candls and
sermons two hours long. Progres is a uni-
versal movement of all things.”

You ar doing noble work: rescuing def-
mutes from being compeld to herd with
idiots and imbecils and making of them use-
ful, intelligent and self-supporting citizens.
Follow the footsteps of Abb¢ Sicard, Gal-
laudet and our own Macgann. The natural
impuls of every warm heart is‘ tolend a
hand " to such work, and “giv alift” to
def-mutes. In refusing to help mend spel-
ing, however, you keep a stumbling-block in
their way. What would you think of a
man who keeps stumbling-blocks and pitfalls
before a blind man! Yet thisis what the
speling you uss does for def-mutes, more
particularly for those who lern lip-reading.
Silent letters ar stumbling-blocks, pitfalls,
and mislead. The silent b in debt and doubt
misleads the trusting def-mute to expect be-
foret in each word a voiced labial, b, indi-
cating complete closure of lips which does
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aot occuy in either word. ‘This is but one
exampl of thousands that might be givn.
Agan, in ph the confiding def-mute expects

to indicate complete closure of lips, fol-
lowed by forcibl expulsion of breth indi-
cated by h. But ph represents f, not a
labial, but a labio-dental, formd between
lower lip and upper teeth. Another differ-
ence : ther is no complete closure but nar-
rowing only or approximat closure. To
wnite f does not mislead and is truthful. Is
it “* too radical ™ to be truthful ?

Come, Mr, Observer, help remove these
stumbling-blocks and pit-falls, giv up vour
prejudices, adopt sound principls, and you
wil do your noble work more nobly.

EpiToR.

Toronto, 2oth March.

[*The Observer is a litl semi-monthly,
publisht 1n Toronto, edited by tutors in the
government scool for the def-dum at Belvil,
Ont. It is a sort of scool jurnal for pres-
ent and past pupils. The above was sent
in six weeks ago in anser to an unprovokt
atak in its issue of 15th March, and was not
inserted. Its mottois *“Be just and fear
not.” Its conduct shos that is put there
*to look wel,” to be lip-profest, not prac-
tist! els it wud do justice where it had mis-
represented.

\We ar sorry that *“ the Ontario Institution "
shud hav givn indubitabl proof that it is
behind the age in amendment of speling.
Elswhere ther is a diferent tone, At con-
ventions of instructors of the def-dum, re-
gret is exprest that the stumbling-block of
arbitrarily irregular speling is kept in the
way. The dmer. Annals of the Def and
Dum (Washington) for Oct., 1881, urges that
teachers of the def-dum shud be specialy
interested in geting sp. mended, and says,
 Ther ar abundant reasons, economic, filo-
logic, moral and filanthropic, why evry in-
teligent person shud favor improvement in
orthog. Ther is peculiar reason why the
moderat and practical eforts which our
leading scolars ar now making in this direc-
tion shud hav ernest suport of all teachers
and frends of the def.” That is surely a
diferent and more comendabl tone than the
Observer's.

Between the manualists and oralists ther
is a conflict. We fear it may be asunending
as that of the realists and nominalists in
midl ages. If wear tojudge * tie Ontario
Institution ” by its stik-in-the-mud ortho-
grafic proclivitis,we fear that finding but 7
per cent. of pupils (40 in 240) suitabl for
oral instruction, and that more as an acom-
plishment, is hardly what is expected in
these days. Of the go scools for the def-
dum in Germany, all ar oral—no other
method is pursued there. Of the 17 in
Austria-Hungary, all ar oral. Of the 11in
Switzerland, all ar oral. Of the two
scools in Genoa, one uses the combined

method. The other 34 scools in Italy all
use the oral method. Now this is not a
mushroom growth. It is the resuit of
Heinicke's labors, and he flurisht over a
century ago. \We had some noledge of Van
Praagh's erly strugls and labors in London
to introduce into the British lles a system
so general on the continent. How has he
succeeded in his work asan apostl of a beter
way? Ofthe 11 scools in London, all ar
oral (that at Clapton perhaps excepted,) an
astonishing result in a cuntry slo to change
their old ways. For all that, the oral
method shud hardly supersede altogether
the manual and sign language. It is rather
a question of their rightful division. For
that, the careful examinations ¢f Dr. De
lossi, at Rome, and of Dr. Roosa (pro-
nounce Roz3), in N. Y., furnish important
data. The results of Hartmann's statistics
in Berlin ar perhaps unrcliabl, founded as
they ar on colections of ansers, not on per-
sonal examination. \We wait to see if the
line is to stand at 17 per cent., which,
where other methods ar in use simultan-
eusly, wil giv an actual use of les than 5
per cent.: perhaps r or 2 per cent.—a farce.,

A2 axn @.—~Some time ago we gave a quo-
tation in which Prof. Skeat urged the gene-
ral substitution of e for @ and cc. This
was favorably comented on by the
British Mcdical Fournal. 1t, however, does
not put it in practice: VIDEO MELIORa,
PROBOQVE ; DETERIORA $EQVOR (Ovid). Such
words ar very comon in medical litera-
ture, as hamorrhage (from Greek haima),
dysmenorrhaa, etc. For a long time past
ther has been going on a general abandon-
ment of ¢ and cc. Thus n economy (from
Greek oikos) e has been superseded by e,
altho in some very " old scool " riters we
wil ocasionaly find ¢ ccconomy ™ and a
few like out-of-date spelings. We find that
The Medical World of Philadelfia has
adopted the change. In April issue we
find hemorrhage, amenorrhea, gonorvhea,
homeopathic, Ihyperesthesia, hemorrhoidal,
cther (but properly /Ether when l.atin)
hematoma, edema, dyspnea, diarrhea, fetus,
and so on tnruout. Anemia, hyperemia,
uremia, and many others hav been gradualy
coming into vog. Altho these last ar found
in the World we dont esteem them noveltis.
The St. Louis Courier of Medicin claims that
it antedated the World in making thechange.
The New York American Fournal of Obstct-
rics antedated both. The St. Louis Weekly
Medical Review favors the change. \Vhen
we consider the British Mcdical Fournal's
stupid conservatism and compare it with
this evidence of cisatlantic progresivnes,
we ar not surprised at another of Skeat’s
statements: * Whether we shal ever get a
tru sp. reform is doutful.  If so, it wil
come from America.”
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LITERATURE.:

Sor.umon's fone: with Introduction and
Notes, by C. W. Larison, M.D., Fonic
Publishing House, Ringos, N. J., 1887,
04 pp. 16 mo, Cloth boards. ~Mailing
price s5 cents,

It is alv 1ys more plesant to report pro-
gres than the revers. This litl book, in a
12-vowel alfabet, is an improvement on some
of Dr. Larison's former works In so far as
he has dropt all markt leters and now de-
notes diference of sound by diferentiation
only, By improvement being thus noted,
the reader may fairly infer that ther wer
blemishes in previus works not found in this
which wer not pointed out. Ther is stil
room for further improvement. We fear
that his pronunciation wil not be accepted in
all points. The pure gold must be refined
by fire- the fire of critical comparison wil
purify this. We content ourselvs by re-
comending the reader to get the book, ex-
amin it carefuly, but criticaly, and send his
likes and dislikes to the author, as a means
of “seting him right " where yu conceiv
him ronz. The publication ads another
to an alredy fast-growing bibliografy. It

THE HERALD OF SPELING BY SQUND.

- projudice.

. sound shud hav its own unvarying sign,
. and evry sign its own unvarying sound.

L comunity
. analysis of elements of uterance, and a iepre.
~ sentation of the nicest varictis of articulation;;

. sent similaritis of sounds.

is a worthy adition. one that must hav cost

much tho’t and care. Those who do, like
Dr. L., ar a hundredfold more serviceabl
than those who talk only.

Swepisi & Spanisp.—In Sweden, where
certn amendments hav been admited by the
Academy, the speling agitation continues.
The Neografers don't hesitate to aply their
principls to works they publish. It is in
Amended Sp that Prof. Noreen, of Univer-

. much as to what is inherently desirabl.

. cators,theimmens and stuborn prejudice which

sity of Upsala, has printed his history of .

Nors Languages (De Nordiska spraoken) and
his remarkabl treatis on the . Corection of
Languages {on Spraokriktighet). Profs. Teg-
ner, Lyttkens and Wulff hav done the same.
Nations even who enjoy an orthog. compara-
tivly rational ar trying to improveit. Thus,
the Spaniards, whose orthografy. after
several reforms, has become almost fonetic,
now demand supresion of ¢, g soft, v {useles
with them £?; )and'h mute. — Buletin Mansuel.
How improvements alredy made in Spanish
orthog. wer bro't about wud be interesting.
We hav for a long time been trying to find
some acount of it. Treatises on Spanish
lang. and literature ar silent so far as we no.
Is it not within the province of the Buletin
Mansuel to giv us a history of Amended Sp.
in Spain, as also in Sweden and Holland ?
In Spain's sister kingdom, Portugal, sp. is
stil very irregular.

Young Eighty-eight,
‘We pat vour peight,
And trust you'll not decrease in weight.
Be tempereight,
Tobacco height,
And don’t stay out until its leight.

B T—
=

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLS,

“ 1, The truand sole office of alfabetic
riting is faithfuly and inteligibly to repyel
sent spokn speech. So-calld o historical
orthografy is only conceston to weaknes of

@2, The ideal of an alfabet is that evry

“ 3. An alfabet intended for use by a vast
need not  atempt an exhaustiv

it may wel leav roum for the unavoidabl play
of individual and local pronunciation.

“ 4. An ideal alfabet wud seck to adopt
for its caracters forms which shud sugest
the sounds signified, and of which the
resemblances shud in some mesure repre.
But for general
practical use ther is no advantage ina sys.
tem which aims to depict in detail the fysi.
cal proceses of uterance.

“'5. Nolanguage has cver had. or is likely
to hav, a perfect alfabet: and in changing
and amending the mode «f riting a language
alredy long ritn, regard must necesartly be
had to what is practicaly fposibl quite as

G. To prepare the way for suchchange, the
Sfirst step is to break down by combined inslu.
ence of enlightnd scolars and practical edu.

regards establisht modes of speling almost
as constituting language, as having a carac-
ter, as in themselvs preferabl to others.
All agitation and all defimt proposals of
reform ar welcomed, so far as they work in
this direction.

“+. An alterd orthografy wil be unavoid-
ably offensiv to those who ar first calld
upon to use it, but any sensibl and consis.
tent new system wil rapidly win harty pre-
ference of mas of riters.

© 8, The Roman alfabet is so :widely and
Sfirmly establisht in use among leading civil-
ized nations that it can not be displaced ; in
adapting it to improved use for Englich,
the eforts of scolars shud be directed tords its
use with uniformity, and in conformicy with
other nations.”'—Buletin.

—Compare laughter and slaughter.

—Antipyrin, a new remedy, is the way
they spel it in Germany, where it originated.
Why do many of our papers put a final
silent e after it, for which ther is no justifi-
cation, as last sylabl is not accented > Even
the Philad. Med. World givs it as “ antipy-
vine.” We hav too many worse than use-
les leters alredy—giv us relief from new
ones! Dont forget to drop e from the end-
ings ine and ile in unaccented sylabls (as
genuin, fertil, hostil, etc.,) as the silent’e
leads to faulty pronunciation,




