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. A Sabbaih in ngéf‘f}a%}?ﬁ Mark 1: 21-34, :
~ GOLDEN TEXT: “He taught them as one that had authority, and not as the
. ‘scribes.”  Mark 1: 22.
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feet below the elevated ed plain
it. From the western hills adiacen
¢ eller sees far below him a §:§§§
f’ some thirteen miles ’i‘}§§§ and, n th ¢
[ part, six or seven miles wide ; its Geep depres
- sion is,a volcanic basin, giving it

of that strange, unnatural character which be.
- longs in a greater *i‘iégfép 1o the Dead Sea.

= The eastern highlands slope abruptly
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oW con- %%};E some %31% supposed might have @
stantly more rounded and beautiful, tiil, as us centurion (Luke 7:

ntle elevation, it again touches i%f% lake. %i%}g In a very literal sense, Capernaum
n the recess formed by these encirc ling hills, has ‘“ gone down into Hades.” (Matt. 11:
s the plain or vale of Gennesaret. It has 23.] See the parallel narrative in Luke 4:31-
described by all who have seen.it as a 37. sigaégi}fgfa?&fzgg of Luke’s *‘catch-
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" Sabbath after his arrival in the town he went | satanic influence was upon Ehe body and rax
intg the synagogue. This was his custom. | tional nature, not upon the soul, or essential
(Luke 4: 16.) The Synagogue — Jesus | moral bemg The patient was under a *‘clait-
id great respect to the synagogue service. voyant” influence. With the wonders of hyp-
E]Cﬁﬂuééﬁﬁﬁ with it he wrought many of his | notism and mesmerism before us, we cannot
most notable miracles, and from its pulpit ! pronounce such an influence of an evil sgint
uttered' most of his teachings. The servi® i over the man as incredible. (4) ‘‘Possession”
consisted in reading assigned portions of | was commonly accompanied by bodily infirm-
Scripture, reciting long prayers, and listening : ity, such as dumbness, deafness, blindness,
to the *‘dry- as«%ukt commentaries of the:epilepsy, insanity, etc. (Matt. 9325 12:
gabbis.  Sometimes discussion enlivened the 22 ; Mark 9:17-27; §:1-5). (5) Ifit is
proceedings, and arguments were even carried - said that medical men of the :ime called some
tc a violent conclusion. There was no sing- : forms of insanity ‘‘possession,” and Jesus .
. unless the monotonous recitation -of the ! conformed to the prevailing opinion, we must
gglmﬁ and prayers may be classed as praise. ~add that he went much farther than silent ac-
A brighter service befits the Christian Church, ; quiesence in an ¢rroneous belief. He could
the keynote of whose worship was given by  not bave given clgarer positive testimony that
the aggeii on the pial { ég %‘iéhgs& No- : he shared the ff}fif‘li{'%ﬁ referred to. We cannot
tice, Jesus never staid ¢ urc! ! §§{}I§L;ﬁ§‘§$ : iéi zﬁfai’

cause ?he szﬁg‘é g w
Taug
not \%E%i 32%‘
are not conducted
no reason why we si
work for Christ in @?‘ﬂig
ment that may offer itself.
why we should foilow ?55;;5 examy E:’i and
to show others a more excellent waj
22 Astonished — See the same
produced by the Sermon on the Mou nt {2
7:28,2 Gne thaf i‘faé aathafzi
claimed to be s ey £
uttered, and
justifying his Siéiéﬁ’iﬁi'
right of explai :‘;ﬁg, mo
laws of Moses, and of 1
commandmen:s bf h
tion which he attaches
verily I say unto you.”
weightiest matters o f 1
gs&’f}is the ;;E.,&fﬁbriz‘g
ople. What he saiéi
that it was recognized as
{Luke §: I;x, ?T
yers” (Matt.
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1 The demeoen used the v
the man an d so the man 18
¢ cried out.
Let us aiaae»’ﬂ%ﬁs is
ctior .
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the transla

ffrzr :5 ;agjgm indsay. )
in the R. V., since it is beli
“ reminiscence = of the transeriber fr
4; 34. The best manuscripts do not }13‘ it
ere. The demon speaks for himself and all
4.” - of hiskind. ** Demons make a common cause
‘ith each other. {Bengel.) What have we
to do with thﬁé*igu “what is there to us
the Serip- and thee.”” ¢ This seems to mean ‘Have we
tures, and made them d'zf;: special study. injured thee?” {Compare 1 Kings 17: 18.}
They observed and handed down the *“tradi- By this the spirit meant to say that if Jesus
tions of the elders.” _cast him out, he would use an improper inter-
23. In their synagogue—impl ference. But this was untrue. The posses-
there was but one in the ;1 sion of the man was a direct assault on God
with an unclean 5;};,-;1;&; ‘a I ‘and his works. Jesus came to destroy the
power of an unclean spint ; S i‘;‘:i an mg%‘afkg of the devil, and he had a right,
clean spirit,” under 1ts influence, olled therefore, to liberate the captive, and to faf—
by it, as we say ‘‘in drink” or “‘ir 19%’&5? sh him who had Ex@&s&&é him. Aill that
This was not an insane man, nor a specially - Satan wants still is tfz b 1ét alone.” (Barnes.)
bad man, but one over whom satan had ob- . Jesus used this same f of %K}}IE“;&H} to his
tained mysterious power. Probably he was mother, but with a very different shade of
like’ Qihétﬁ most of the time, except when the weaning (John 2: 4). To destroy us—It
“fit” came on him. It is not possible within _ had a presentiment of coming doom. { Matt,
the space here allowable to discuss the vexed 8:29.} The final destruction of Satan’s power
question of demoniacal possession. The fol- : is the end of Christ's mission. The demons
lowing points, however, will cover the ground: - are destroyed as injurers of mankind, %h&
(1) Our Lord himself refers the possession to - they are sent back to the place *‘prepared”
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ford notices'that the term ‘ Jesus the Naza- | tell him—Luke says ** they besought him for

rene” often occurs in strong contrast to his | her,” *‘ Wherever Jesus comes, He comes to

~majesty and glory, as here and in ch. 16: 6 ;| do good, and will richly pay for his entertain-

Acts 2: 22-24; 22: 8; alsoeven John 19: 19, | ment. (M. Henry.)
The holy one of God—It is the character-| 31, Took her by the hand—Iluke says
istic credulity of scepticism to consider this!he ‘“debuked the fever.” He spoke as a mas-
explicit testimony as the empty ravings of a|ter to a servant, Compare Matt., 8:
maniac. The demon spoke the truth, com- ' Note the loving, helping hand of Jesus. Sym-
pelled thereto by the dread Presence in which : pathy, compassion and power were in Hs
he found himself. (Jas. 2: 19). See Ps. 16: i touch. She-would feel encouraged to try and
10; Acts 2: 31. Compare Luke 4: 34; rise when his hand clasped hers. (Ps. 103 :
Rev. 3: 7. In a lower sense priests and’' 3.) She ministered—*‘ She rises as if no
prophets were ““ holy,” but Jesus was ‘‘ ke - disease had ever weakened her, with glad and
holy One” (Luke 1 : 35) of whom they were - grateful spirit to wait upon Jesus and the rest,
types and heralds. The shuddering demon . And so within that hour kindly hands were
uses this designation, because it indicated that provided, like those of Martha at Bethany, to
in Jesus which was most contrary to its own minister to the Saviour's wants dgfigg the
nature, and made its destruction a matter of ' st toilsa his life; when,
hopeless certainty. tao Iy in the morn-
25. Hold thy peace—T}
comes from the word for a mu
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Crying with a
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expect a painless cure for sin
27. New doctrine —iR.
teaching !”  Such authority they had never
heard of before, and the explanation of it |,
must involve new truths. Had they been as’
wise as the demon they would not have beer
so much astonished. It was not wonderful |
that the Saviour of men should cast out ““un- g
clean,” 7. e, *“unholy” s s, but they were
not willing to beheve hin e the Messiah.  (f;
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: sides he did not
m such a quarter. ‘¢ From

1t was likely to injure the esti-
Vin whose behalf it was borne ;
h itself might come into discredit
* Father of lies " bore witness to it.”
(Kiatte.}  ““ Hushing by his own voice the
~delinum of madness, and touching disease
II. In THE HoME.  (Mart, -1nto health again by laying on each unhappy
: -and tortured sufferer his pure and gentle hands,

Luke 4 : 37-39;. 28. The region of Gal-_ moved, in his love and tenderness, the young
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- ilee round about (R. V.)»—FHis fame also :

prophet of Nazareth, the Christ, the Saviour
‘of the world.” (Farrar.) ““In all the afflic.
- tions that met his eye, he was afflicted. And

spread to Syria {Matt. 4 : 23-25).
29.- Simon and Andrew—They came

from Bethggida (John 1 : 44), but now resided . yhen, fromgthe day of his baptism to the night

at Caperna¥in.
30. Simon’s wife's mother—It igin-

t Gethsesflane, he was going from village to
village thronged by moaning sufferers and by

consistent in the Pope of Rome to claim to be - parents stricken through their children, -he
the successor of Peter, and at the same time , comprehended perfectly, as no man ever did,
i enforce celibacy of the clergy. (1 Cor. g: 3 [
 Sick of a fever—Luke, who was a physician

) - the suffering of each ; adopted and realized in
his own self each quivering agony : took their
Col. 4: 14) calls it by a technical term, *“a ; infirmities, and bare their sicknesses.’ Even
it fever,” probably fyphucs, as distinguished ! on the way to Calvary, and upon the cross,
1 a low, intermittent fever. The low, ! ‘bearing our griefs and CArrying our sorrows’

hy shore of the lake was very unhealthy. i to the last.” (Hopkins.)
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By Mr. Jamss A. T. Beuy, §1. Enoct's 8. 8., ToronTo, ONT.

- There are two ways by which men may be taught, first by example, second by precept.
Each of these methods is good in itself, and is powerful in influencing the heart d mind; -

but used together their individual power is greatly increased. In nothing is the force of this :

rgument so plainly seen as in the case of the Christian, o

Vhat the world has asked to see in all ages, and what it asksto see with even greater force

today, is a gennine Christianity —a practice that will justify the profession made. Thisistobe

| seen nowhere as in the life of the *‘ Practical Christian,” whose actions were always a con-

- -firmation of his words.

In this Iesson both of these methods are exemplified, First, Zeaching by precept.  In the

< gand verse it is stated that ‘‘ They were astonished at His doctrine {or teaching): for He

taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.”  That they were astonished

at His teaching, and perceived that He spoke with authority, is no wonder, if we compare his f

=

teaching to that of the scribes, whose practice it was to retail the old traditions of the rabbis
- to'their hearers. Jesus spoke as one who knew of what he was speaking. It was only He,
who created man, who knew the way to heaven, and who was very God Himself, that was
able to speak with such authority as Tesus spoke. This very fact is what makes the religion
of Jesus Christ to differ from all other religions. Second, Zeaching by example. Christ con-

firms His teaching by example nflu be consistent with
air ; their companions,

yut works 18

BLACKBOARD ILLUSTRATION.

Christ B Y Precept
Teaching L. | Example

“He taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.”

"Ten Minutes Normal Drill

5k ; or, the Principles and

Based on the text-book

Practice of Teaching,
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Methods of Teaching must conforn

(1) To the specia

() To the particular purpose of the instruction.

of losing sight of 1,

command, he is more likely

o
-
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(2) Having carefully reflected on the means 2
choose the best.

(3) Since he is sure of the end in view and of the means of attaining it, it depe

only on himself to reach it as soon as possible.
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