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British Golumbia Mining Griie

“ I am Nothing, iy Not Critical."—Shalkespeare.

British, Columbia Mining Critic.
I8SUED WEEKLY.

——

Ocvoted 1o the Interests of Mining and the
Protection of Investors.

SATURDAY, NOV. ¢, 1597,

Cay m— re

Letters from practical men on lopics
connected uith miniug, wining mackinery,
mim’yg luwrs, wnd malless selding to the
wmineralogicai development of Canada, are
always welcome.

Mannfaclurers and dealers in_appliances
used in and ahout mines are invited to send
illustrations and descriptions of uew articles.

Views and descriptious of mines and
mining locatiuns solicited.

Subseription. T'wo Dollars ayear. payable
m advance.  Remitlances shoubl be wmade
by Express, Postal Order or Bank Draft,

ayalle lo the * British Columbia Mining
ritie.”

Advertisig rates quoted on application.

British- Columbia Mining Critic Co.,
Dudlishers.

FRANK S. TAGGART, TIANAGIN:G EDITOR.

Business and Editorial Offices:
3t9 Cambie Street, Vancouver, L. C.,
P.0. Box 128.

THEY «“MEAN BUSINESS."

There scenis to be no doubt that, as
already iwidely noted, leading men of
the C. P. R. directorate intend active-
1y to promote the smelting industry at
a point or points on the Kootenay
branch of their great transcontinental
system.  Mr. J. H. Sussman is now
ir. West Kootenay, investigating close-
ly for this purpose local and gcneral
conditions, as the advisory mining ex-
pert of the C. P. R. capitalists. He is
naturally and properly not-commitial
as to possilile points of location, but
amongst other places the claims of
Nelson, Slocan Crossing and Robson
are not being overlooked in his survey
of possibilities. The proposed smelting
industry wiil be run in the closest and
{riendliest association with the great
railroad. though probably not, as an
integral part of its transport sys-
tem. The smelter or smelters —
for. there may even be two—will run
ur. supplies of customs ores, as the men
of the C. P. R, do not'intend to go in-
.to mining. They, however, rightly
telleve, that smelting is, when effec-
.tively conducted in such a precious
metal country as West Kootériay, not
only very profitable per se, but certain
aiso to add abundantly to the freight

bhusiness and carnings  of their. grrent
railroad. '
Bvidently Britlsh investors are now
Leginning to reatise the big future hee
fore the C. . B, n connection with
the grain of the Prairies amd the gold,
sfiver, copper, lron, lead, coal, lumber
and tish of British Colwmbia, for the
value of the Company's  stock fa
steadily  rising and  may,  dikely
cnough, at an carly pertod reach par
after falling no long thnme since, under
temporary  pressure of adverse cir-
cumstances, to points in the ‘forties.”
The Company has a very big op-
portunity before it, and we hope that
those who control §t will not forget
their indebtedness to B, C., as alse to
scme of the humbler aldes in their ser-
vice and by adopting a broad and lib-
eral policy, not merely add to the Com-
pany’s none touo large bresent stock of
popularity. but alse to fts catrnings.
There 13 good money and will be bet-
ter in improved local facilities and
checapened fares, as regards inereas-
ingly populous districts of British Col-

umbla. The New Denver “Ledge” by
the bye complains that “the coast

papers are full of compliments to the
C. P. R, “their patrons.” The *“l.cdge”
iz In this respect unjust to some at
least amongst us, who cannot right-
1y be accused of flattery to the C. P. R.
or indulging in a macsycophant policy
of “‘bowing' towards the dircctors of
the great raliroad. But we are very
reluctantly compelled to recognise that
whilst others here mean charter mon-
gering, the C. P, . means and does
business, other than selling ta the
highest bidder Provincial and other
c¢harter vights.  We on the Coast have
—many of us—hcen fairly nausecated
by platforin clap-trap cries of *rail-
roads for the people™ cnding in char-
ter mongering deals with €. P 1. or
other contractors. DBetter far if the
great ratlroad has ultimately to gain
statutory concesstons of value, that it
should acquirc them at first hand and
not at profit values, passed into the
hands of charter broking iantermed-
jarice, posing as advocates of prople's
rallroad ownership. The latter is good
under honest and capable conditions of
business management. divorced from
politics, but it is clear as the day that
Canada’s politicians, whatever they
eay, Pave no intent to extend the soun-
try's limited state ownership of rail-
ways and it is equally clear that the
Dominion electorates as a rule know lit-

tle of and that unfavorable, and care
. less at present for such a system. As

a Coast paper we frankly face this

i Farm ore.

fuct and admit that as between My
Heinze and Shr Wm. Van Horte we
have po reagon to prefer the formet as
& railiond magnate.  The latter has
the preater eifcetive capacity, and Is,
thorefore, ik 1y to da more for B C.
fnoanoneral and this Const in pareticular
than the former.

THE GALENA MINES FASCO,

Mre. L Comiskey s a0 gentleman,
Leating o ranme Lottt suggestive of

the commibseration cidled for by the
teving position, in which he was re-
contly plirecd, @ Claiiman of a gen-
eral meeting In London of the sharve-
ficblers of the Vancouver and British
Columbia General  lixploration Come-
pany. Limited.  1le then had, unlike
Canning's “Needy knife-grinder,” quite
o “stary to tell, sivs,” aud he told it
in just @s querulous a tone as the
peripatetic  razor sharpener of  the
clagsie sative. 1t mostly concerned the
Calena Farm, which was to have been
an hamensely profitable galena mine,
as assurcdly it needed to be, to jus-
tify even in part the conditions of
aver-capitalisation and cxtortionate
underwriting  and general promoting
profit. under which the conce.n first
saw the light.,  But instead of prov-
ing very profitable, the Galena Farm,
so says poor Mr., Cemiskey. isn't de-
veloping satisfactorily at  all,  The
lade ts, wo gather from his faltering
wards, somchow hroken or twisted,
and a devwee and all of a ot of
zine is found to  he  intermingled
with  the galen:s, which s by
no means so vich as it at first seemed
or war stated to be in o prospectus
chekefu! of giazing assurances and
cxaggerations into veritable mountains
of modest molehills of  satisfactory

first indications. There §s now no
doubt, says Mr. Comiskey, and in this

we quite agree with him, that reports
were in the first Instance much ex-
aggerated in regard to the amount of
cre in sight, though for what pur-
pose he in his simplicity could not say.
Then, too, those glowing reports said
pothing of the presence of a big body
of zinc, rendering the ore most difii-
cult and costly to treat. Dut there
wag, he said, hope still.  Somebody
knew—go he was told—of a new secret
process for treating such zinc-bearing
ralena ores with cqual efficiency and

cheapness and there was a gentleman
in the room who thought he could do

something effective twith the Galena
Ana it the deposit proved
rich enough even the zinc difficulty
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would not be insvhevable,
Meanwhile  dexclopment
procecding ard

work was
hetter resuits might
yet acerue ind the Company  had,
morcover, mmongst its outlying pro-
pertics yet another claim—the Ten-
derfoot — suypestive appellation — of
which much waz expected,  And if the
Company had “gore wrong” dont let
its sharcholders liazae the directors,
for had they not, v od Mr, Comiskey,
followed the opinic < of many as to
the value of the G- -aan Farm property
and had not even Mr Carvyle. the Pro-
vineial  Mineraloy: . spoken  some
words of favor ax t¢ 'he mine.
It ix Dye, that - g us the
ing Critic is aw.
expert advised that
capitalisation of the
Justified Ly the min resources, but
as to this Mr, Comse v and his col-
leagues had naturaby . Mhng t¢ say.
The result of the dav's procee lings
was naturally depressicn all round, a
feeling of which a shareh ‘lder, named
most appropriately Cricve, voiced
plaintively—certainly more jn sorrow
than {n anger. He thought Mr. Com-
iskey's statement “bald.”  As to which
the “Mining Critic’ thoroughly agrees
with Mr. Gricve and trusts that there
may be few—very few--london fiota-
tions of B. C. mining enterprises like
unto that of the Galena Farin. 'Twas
about as bad as a roor sample of a
London Klondyke company. Yet with
a differcnce, for as a rut “appily for

“*Min-
no trustworthy
» big attempted

tadertaking voas

the investing public, th . west sam-
1les of Kiondyke comps.:. failed to
float, and qQidn't cven ‘re to bhe

carly regarded as likely «.).dicts.

VANCOUVER’S SMELTER CONTRO.
VERSY.

Mr. Phllip Fewstér has written a
reply, quoted in another column, to our
observations of last week concerning
his attempted censurc of the Vancou-
ver ore smelter and : Tnery project.
He is again very inaccurate. for he
writes about the City’s “inc:...in; un-
Limited responsibilities Jor whatever
debts the smelter manaz--:ent may
contract.” Mr. Fewster seoms to be
guite unaware that no liabiiity can
attach to the City beyond the nmount
of the stock taken by it and the ioney
value thereof, in the case rf n Hmited
liability company, organised as¢ the
Vancouver concern will be, as an Eng-
lish joint stock association. <~ i~
will, after giving full cash vaiue i,
stock taken, incur no further liability.

Mr. Fewster urges also that the City
will have no share in the smelter's
management, though it is quite possi-
ble for the City Councll to be empow-
cd—as it should be—under the articles
of association of the Company ¢ 1y -m-
inate a director of the concein und
thus take a full pro rata share in its

« *
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managyement, in return for contribut-
Ing §65,000 of a total capital, of ahout
£1,240,000 L£250,000  sterling.  Mr.
Fewster's further suyggestion that the
City shotld “lean Iand™ to the smeiter
compuny I3 of coun o utterly imprac-
ticable, for no bhady o directors would
lLorrow a sijte cive  works,
though they might, waie thelr capltal
yather limited, buy a si*e and after
bullding; thereon, mertgage bhuth s.te
and smelter,  “This s, perhaps, what
Mr. Fewster means by his quaint no-
tion that the City should “loan a site.”
Paut the City municipality, as he ought
tc know, owns no suitable site for a
smelter.  Indecd no suitable land is
scemingly to be found within Vancou-
ver's City Hmits,

or

Jor e

A would-be London promoter
Kiundyke exploration company which
failed to float, is now in still worse
trouble, accusged of obtaining a bicycle
and a small sum of mouney by {alse
rretenases and likely to be chargged also
as it would appear, with desertion
from the Rritish army. The Kion-
dyke eraze hag produced ¢n the Pa-
citic Coast some of the loudest lying
on record and in London bhrought forth
comp-any promoters who could., had
they lived, have given points at their
own game, to South Sea bubble blow-
Crs,

—

Experts representing leading comtal-
ists of the Rothschild type, are apt to
take very different views of Klondyke
possibilities Jfrom those of blatherskite
boom cosrespondents of the Joaquin
:\ﬂ.ller type. Thus Alr. A. Bratnober,
well known in  connection with the
Rothschilds, says that in 189S $5,000.000
will probably be got out of the Yukon
—a modest but in all probability ac-
curate estimate of results.  Yet in face
of this 50,000 to 100,000 deluded gold-
seckers 1 can in Spring 1o make for
the Yukon. If they do this—as seems
certain—there will Le an infinity of
suffcx’ing. though Mr. Bratuober thinks
that of the host of would-be prospec-
tors, not one in ten will get In.  As
t¢ Yukon mining by expensive ma-
cthinery, Mr. Bratnober corx:oboratcs
th view of well-informed men that
hydraulicing wlil be found impossible
in the frozen land of the Yukon and
Le also inclines to a belet that the
1eal available gold wealth wiil be
found only in the placers. 1..e quartz
deposits will, he thinks, be found ex-
cessively hard to reach and by reason
of low grade of deposits not as a rule
profitable to work. As for Dawson
City Mr. Bratnober deems it certain
to hecome and remain a nest for ty-
phoid fever germs. Ycet one sapient
English newspaper opines that it may
well he that through the early and

rapld growth of wealth-and popilation .
in the YuKkon, the capital of the Ter-

of a.

i

ritorles may in a year or two Ye ve-
moved from Regina to some town of
the Klondyke, The ‘ritorics ave in
truth about as likely to find thelr fu-
ture capital in Ifades.

FORT STEELE INCORPORATION.

The Fort Stecle Board of I'radte has
requested Attorney-General Eberts to
imtroduce a BN to incorporate Tort
Steele as o clty early next year., If
this is done, there will he incorporated
the fivst municipality in Bast Koot-
enay, a region in which long since, the
district around Donatd and Golden
might well have enjoyed at least local
selif-government ander a rural munt-
cipality.  Buat legal obstacles in con-
nection with property owning. pre-
vented this at Donaldd and Golden  peo-
ple seemned little ineclined to jncorporate,
many preferring to be “spoon fed” by
the Province. Fort Stecie now shows
the way to greater local independence.

————— e - e o

AT ALBERN

Here on the Atberni-Consolids ted
1mrospeets are stated to have Improved
sreatly, a new lead having been struck
and followed 25 feet as yet. Twelve
men are engaged at work. Meanwhile
the ores of the Smith camp are being
investigated and developed under sthe
advice of an Iinglish expert and a
I’rench mining agent is about Albernt
and elsewhere on the west coast of
Vancouver Island examining proper-
ties In the interests of possible Eastern
Canadian investors. Meanwhile it is
stated that 2 Tacoma syndicate -has
nmade an offer of $40,000 for the Black
Imes claim. From ail which it would
appear. that though p:oagress is not
startlingly rapid, there s development
in and about Alberni.

NR. FEWSTER'S LETTER.

Mr. P. Fewster has written to the
Vancouver “World"” as follows on this
subject:

Editor World: The Mining Critic of
Saturday last comments on my letter
of the 24rd ult,, in the World. It is
fiom courtesy that I a reply thereto
do make: whica example was rentiv
sct by Critic, and pity °tis, his wards
are not in unison. The faulty calcula-
tion is heartily forgiven. Figures cQr-
rectly sect tell their own truthful tale.
‘1'he city is agreeing to hand over $65,-
€00 to the Smelter Company, becomes a
partner to that extent in the cash
capnal of the smelter company. be-

stdes }ncunmg unilmited responsibil-
it}, in whatever debts they may incur.
Whether the 63,000 becomes a total
less or not, the clty is also responsible
for 4 per cent interest on it. The clty
is in the position of taking unlimited
responsibility, without possessing any
power of restraint on the company's
expenditure. No mercantile individual
would take a position, in common with
other men, and fn favor of as-inany
smelters as the trade requires, but I
object to the city taking shares in any
such company, the unrestraint man-
agement of which Is vested in other
hands. If this city owns suitable land
within its limits, it might be wise to
joan that land to the Smelter Company
tor -a certain term of years, free of
charge or tax.. -

o PHILIP FEWSTER.
Vancouver. Nov.\lat. 1897 -
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PLATINUM,
'othn OF SUPPLY, IDENTIFI-
ATION AND SEPARATION

01‘ THE ORE. FACTS OF
INTEREST TO PROS
PECTORS AND
MINERS.

Cnmpil"d by
RAREDR & COMIPANY.
Platinum Refiners,
Newark, N. J., I, 8. A,

'The couxtantly increasing demand
for platinun: in the arts and manuric-
tures vl the world and the present
Himited sources of supply, have in re-
cent years greatly enhanced the price
of the metal.  Because of the peculiny
and  valuable quantities of platinum

© it Is bedieved that the consumplion of

the metal would be greatly increasod
it the supply was suflicient to muater-
fally lower the cost.

This clrenlar s Issued for the pur-
poge of ealling the attention of pros-
pectors and minrers to the increasing
the metal, even at pre-
sent prices, and to the wide distribu-
tion of the o1e, with the hope that hy
thelr atd new and rich deposits of the
sume may be loeated.

Contravy to  bopular Impression,
vlatinum and gssociated metals are
sidely distributed, although they have
thus far bheen found in paying quan-
tities in Lut few locations. This con-
dition !s perhaps jargely due to th.
higher intrinsie value of gold and to
the Hmited acquaintance of prospectors
and miners with the means of jdenti-
fying platinum ote and of its cconomic
separatien.  Up to the present time
the platinum of commerce has been
obtained entirely from alluvial depos-
ity, although it has heen reported in
dmited  quantities  in sitw. About
eighty per cent. of the present supply
is derived from the alluvial deposits
of the Ural Mountaing, but there are
tew, if any, of tae gold-hearing gravel
beds of the world that have failed to
yield platinum, and it is more than
likely that large quantities of plati-
num ore have heen thrown away with
the black sand washings from gold
placer deposits.  The distribution of
the ore may in fact be regarded as
practically coexistent with gold placer
deposits, as is evidenced by the fol-
lowing lse of localities, excepting Rus-
sia, tha’ have yielded the ore in
varying. quantities.  In California in
nearly. if not all of the gold-bearing
gravel and sands: in Oregon, Georgia.
North Carolina, Alaska on the Yu-
kon River, Canada. British Columbia,
Afexien, Colombia and Brazil, South
America. and Australia.

The genesis of native platinum is
not well understood. In two cases it
has been reported as found in quartz
veing, but these reports have never
Lcen verified, and the theory of depost-
tion from solution bazed upon them is
renderad extremcly doubtful, by the
known insolubllity of the metal. The
undoubted occurrences of platinum in
sftu are in Russia, Brazil, New South
Wales, Canada and Colombia.

Platinum aore is usually foung in the
ferm of rounded or flattened grains or
“gany occasionally in irrcgular
lump: of the size of peas; large nug-
gsets are very rare—the largest as yet
found weighing twenty-one pounds.

The ore has a metalic’ lustre and is
distinguished by {ts steel grey color,
shining light gray streak when rubbed
cn a hard white surtace. high specific
sravlty‘ (16-to 19)° lntuslbmty in the
hottest blaat turnnces and’{nsolubllity

V. RN
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|
|

In any single acld. 1t i3 not affected
by borax or salt of phosphorus before
the blowpipe, except in the finely divid-
ed state, when resctions for iron and
cCpper may be obtaine.. . It §s soluble
only in hot nitro-Ydrachloric  actd
(Aqua Regia).

Platinum ore is a cot:iiex body con-
sisting of the metn - combination
with varying proport.ang of the othey
wembers of the platinum group, such
as fridium, rhodium, palladium, ruth-
cnium and osmium, together with from
four to twenty per cent. of jron. In
alluvial deposits the ore is generally
asseejated with Iridosmine (a natlive
alloy ot iridium and osmium posses-
sty o degree of hardness superlor to
that of hard-tempered steel) magnetic
Iron sand, chromite, garnet, epidote
and often with zircon, serpentine, il-
nwenite, peridot, quartz, diamond and
chrysolite. Russia is the only coun-
try, excepting possibly New South
Wales, that at the present time mines
rlatinum ore for ftse*® alone.

In the former country the platinume-
bearing sand is found at depths of be-
tween six and forty feet, the “pay
streak,” averaging less than a foot in
aepth, resting directly on serpentine
bed-rock. In New Souih Wales the
' pay streak™ is from sixty to one hun-
dred and fifty feet wide and under-
ties a loam bed sixty to seventy feet
deep, the ore occurring in the crevices
of the bed-rack and in the gravel rest-
ing thercon,

The method generally adopted for
¢xtracting the ore is to pass the sand
and gravel with water through pud-
dling machines or soevoilving conical
screens: the platinum and fine sand
pass through into clui:« boxes be-
reath, while the coars. i materials arve
discharged at one sidee.  The -ontents
ol the sluice boxes ar¢ wuashed in the
ustal manner, and when gold is pre-
sent in paying quantities it Is re-
moved by amalgamation with mer-
cury, the platinum remaining behind.
Experience shows that it is seldom
profitable to work mines yielding less
than three grams of platinum ore to
the ton of gravel. The average yield
of the richest Nussian mines is about
siX grams per ton.

The refilning ¢f crude platinum is a
diflicult operation to perform and re-
quires apparatus and expetience not
generally available.

As we are extensive huyers and re-
finers of platinum and manufacturers
of the metal in all forms, we are most
anxious to encourage the scarch for
and the development of new sources of
supply of the ore.

We have the hest facilities for the
correct assaying and refining of plati-
num ore and are purchcsers at the
highest market prices of the crude ore
ir either small or lage quantities. We
shall he pleased, therefore, to give ad-
ditional and detailed information bear-
ing uwpon this subject to such persons
as are practically interested in this
matter and to make tests for platinum,
free of charge, on samples dellvered
F. O. B. at our works.

SPECIAL_ OFFER TO
SUB  RIBRS.

Read Advertisement on page 9
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THE GREAT WESTERN, OF
SLOCAN.
Returng from the twelith car of ore
lately shipped from the Creal Western,
of Slocan, owned hy the Two Friends

Company, of Yancouver, have heon
recelved,  This car vonsigted of con-
contrates, and weighed 16 tore, 1,01t

It went 1015 ounces of siver and
net

hs.
57.1 per cent, lead o the tan, the

volue being $922.13, while duty amount-
)

g to 232,72 was also pald
‘I'he  thirteentht car s now
way.

un

THIZ SLOCAN STAR.

Mr. Bruce White, one of the princi-
pal owner. of the Slocan Star, in an

Interviey at Nelson  last week, said:
“ The ) .st dividend declared was on
September  15th, which  brought the

tolal up to $300,000. We have tapped
the ore in the fifth or lower tunnel,
and are down 60 feet. The last ledge

s stronger than the others, but  the
values are about the sume. We ex-

pect to put in new rolls at the con-
contrator soon. to ncrease the capas
city by abont five tons daily. ihe
capacity of the conventrator at present
is between 23 and 20 tons.”

INTERNATIONEL
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Hines e Prospects.
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W.Thos. Newman

Author “Hidden Mines,” et late
cuglneer in charee for the British Cana-
dian Gold and Silver Mines Co.. Limited,

WILL EXAMINE

Aud report on MINES and IPROsPECTS.
with specific valuation where desirable,
Al poaty, estimate and sapervise de-
velopment.  Seiciarnry—"The appraise.
ment of Prospects and
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FIRE MOUNTAIN.

At & meeting of the difectors of the
Flre Mountain Gold Mining Company,
Limited Liability, held at the comn-
pany's oftice in this City, on Nov. 1st, |
Mre. J. M. Mackinnon was clected a
director and Vice-President in place
of Mr. J. W. Girvin, resigned.

Under continued and steady develop-
ment this mine is looking so well that
it was decided to withdraw all the
shares trom the market for the pres-
ent, and it is not at ail probable that
tho shares will be again offered
to the public under par.

The following report has been re-
ceived from Mr. J. R, Brown, Managiig
Director of the Company:

Fire Mountain, B. C.,
October 1st, 1897.
To the President and Directors of the
Fire Mountain Gold Mining Com-
paay, Limited Liability, Vancou-
ver, B. C.

Gentlomen,~In rceordance with your
request, 1 beg to submit a short
description of the Money Spinner
group of mines and lh- other assets,
the property of the Fire Mountain
Gold Mining Compan:, Limited Lia-
Lility.

The mining claims of the company
consist of the Money Spinner, Nep-
tune, Free Gold, Midas, Princess and
Star, and the fractions known as Nep-
tune, Midas, Wonderful, Princess,
King and Mill fractions, on which lat-
ter the mill of the company is located.
The total aren is about 360 acres. The
surveys are now completed, and the
recessary steps for sceuring a Crown
Grant of the majority of these piop-
erties will be taken.

With the exception of the Star min-
eral claim, the mineral property of the
company is in a solid block, and the
surface indications polnt to the exis-
tence of several strong lodes, most of
which, from the surface showing, will
eventitally make good paying propes-

. ties.

On the Money Spinner, the surface
showing of the very strong ledge—
which {s from 6 to 10 feet in width—is
rematkable, and catries high values in
an essentially free milling condition.
The development of this property has
so far justified the expectations of the
company, and has continued with
depth to give good results, retaining
sts free miling character with greater
width, and has & very even value. The
development so far is an adit level
wunning on the vein, which is now in
over 140 fect, while a chamber has been
cut at 76 feet and winze started, which
is now down 35 feet, and running on
the vein, which is at this point 5 feet
wide. The work is progressing by night
and day shift, and every foot so far
shows & strong true fissure vein, with
constant increasc in strength and
vatlue. Previous to the starting of this
development work, ‘and before auy
great eéxpenditure had been made by
the company. great pains were taken
to stfip’ the vein on the surface, and
with -success, as can be seeh’ by the
exposure of the vein In the many open’
cuts along. its surface; In places, &s
already mentioned, the vein 30 ¢x-
posed is never less than € and more
ofi..f 10 teet in width: again, in many
of these cuts:free.gold ¢can plainly he
scen; sometimes there is a' capping of
quartzite qver the vein, which, how-
ever, 18 edsily rehioved; exposing the
same FER chidragtet Of quarts beneath;
the VIR 'has {n ‘this’ way been éx
posed:fot " Abodt 1,000 feet; “although -

tance.  Sufliclent of this work, how-
ever, has heen dane to Justify us in the
crection of the miill, a description of
which 1T give below.

At the polnt at whteh the adic leve!

yang i on the vein, the mwountain has
an angle of about H0 degrees. the dip
of the vein (which  has a norithiast
course), is about 60 degrees. ‘The vein
has o srong clny gouge on each wall,
amt In places shows considerable dise-
turbance. hut so far no great dluplace-
ment, while the ore s remarkably
clean. Constant tests of the deihings
never fail to snow colors, and often in
constderable quantity.

As I mentloned Uefore, the surface
cshowings on the remaining propertics
of the eompany are such as to justify
the expectations that eveantually de-
velopment wilt peove up other mines
on the property of puod  value, byt
showing in many cases that the high
cold values are carvied In the copper,
and are not cntively frec wmilling. A
property of this size, however, canunot
be thorotgh!y prospected in the short
time we have haad at our dispusal; we
have concentratet our efforts on the
Money Spintey claim and the mil for
handling (= output, It most, however,
he Liorne in mind that, unaided by the
Provincial Goveorameoent, we have been
olitized to build a wharf for hanlling
our freizht; and to construct 16 mil-s
of a puck road, on which we had to
build 2 number of hridges, opening up
a very extensive mining country. This
road is now heine used by mwany others
wiio have laeated cory promising prep-
erties, both free milling and often velny
carrying azurite and bornite ores, in-
cluding a very good grade of copper
and lead sulphurets, which have hately
hean disrovered; in fact the whoie dis-
trict seems to be o net work of in-
trusive serpentine dyles carrying high
old values, either fres or in contbina-
tion with ecopper, principatly.  In the
middie belt of the mountain, however,
where Is situated the Money Spinnet
aroup, trachyte, porphyry and phono-
tite have intrwded themsclves through
the ariginal sedimentary country rocks,
conecaling the latter or altering it al-
most heyond recozgnitian by metamaor-
phic action, T think the meologist will
find this auite an interesting ficld.

The mill of the Fire Mountain Gold
Mining Company, now under construce-
tion, will be finishied this Fali. Tt is
situated in an air Mne oune half mile
trom the tunnel of the Moprey Spinner,
and will be connected witir it by an
aerial tramwey now on the ground.
The plant of the mill consists of one
G-foot improved Huntington miil: two
large Frue vanners: one holler and
engine, 20-horse power: one Pelton
wheel, with 300 feot fazll. eapacity 30-
horse power, which can he inereased to
double that capacity by the addition
of another wheel below: one saw miil,
capacity 10,000 feat per diem; one Ll
lion and retort furnace: the necessary
coprer plates, ore croshers, ore bhins,
terminals, tracks, ote., and 15 capible
of handling 20 tons per day of Spinner
rock. The mill is so constructed that
it ¢:n casily be Increased in capacity
by stamps or additiona! Huntingtons
at a very small extra cost, the power
being avallable. The usual men's quar-
ters. ofices, cte., are crected, and near-
1y 30 pack horges are steadily working
in the transpottation of the machinery
from -the townsite to the mill. The
mwanagement has -every expectation
that ‘before Wintes® fairly sets in, the

-t Wil -be Tunning ddy and night’ fn
sorderto keep ‘up with the output of the

tracaaklie for & very much longer dis-

mine, which, by Qevelopment alone,

t

outcrop, Lheavily niineratiged;  trace-.

has atready put 600 tons of good milling
ore on the dump and several thousand
tons in sight.

TThe Star mineral ctaim (the only
cne belonging to  the company not
crouped with the others) is sltuated at
the east ond of Fire Tuake at its outlet,
and has a very strong vein of gold
gtz exposed in places, but so fav
vndeveloped. This claim s located at
w point where Iire Lake constantly
¢ischarges Into Fire Creek at all sea-
suns some 10,000 Inches of water with
untimited head. I’robably, in the near
tuture, this water on the Star mincral
claim may., as the many promising
prospects of the district are developed
J.ito mines, furnish power to work
them all, and, apart from its very
ptemising wmineral valve, be of value
tor this and as a futvre townsite.

'he real estate of the Fire Mountain
Cold Mining Cowmpany, Limited Lia-
bility, consists of the townsite of “Tip-
sia” and ndjoining Jands (about 400
acres), sitnated at the head of Har-
t:son L.ake, and connected by a good
pack trall with the company's mines,
seme 16 miles inland. The townsite of
Tipella has great natural advantages,
rot only from its position at the head
of navigable waters, but also from the
fact of Its being the c¢nly all-the-year-
round point for boats, and will even-
tually command all the trade. not only
of the Fire Mountain district, but of
all the very prowmising miningr country
lvinz southeast of the Lillovet coun-
11y, and from the town of Lillooet, and
13 about 188 miles shorter to the coant
than by other routes.

‘Phe importance of Tipella as a town-
site was appreciated as early as 1839,
when the Royal Engineers., in o map
made for the War Office, marked this
yoint on thelr map as 2 desirable site
for a town. Considerable clearing and
orading has been done by the com-
pany. and a Jarge wharf has been con-
«tructed. So for the company have not
considered it advisable to push the sale
of lots, deeming it hetter to let the
town have o natural growth. A gen-
oral stare. livery stable, boarding
Louse. stare houses and u few small
housges comprise the present building
improvements, The townsite i provid-
¢d by nature with the best of water in
unlimited quantities, both for power
and domeslic purposes, and is well
situnted for draining. belng very high
and dry. The company's steamer, the
City of ‘lipelia, makes daily trips,
carrying the mails between the Har-
rison liot Springs and Tipella, the dis-
tance bheing 40 miles.

Trusting that this report will be sat-
isfactory in the information given,

I remain, yours truly,
JOHN R. RROWN,

AManaging Director,
Fire Mountain Gold Mining Company,
Limited ,Liability.

AN EXPERT’S VIEWS,

Continuing his remarks on upper
country mine centres, in part publish-
cd in last week's issue, Mr. T. H.
Fraser speaks of

HALCON HOT SPRINGS.

on the western side of Arrow Lake,
where o trail of six miles has been
made, Pringston creek being- half - way.
Three inlles from Pringston. créek &

. valuable mineral belt was -discovered

some time since, consisting of a-huge
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and showing a width from twenty to
ene hundred feet,  This body of ore
fs pyritite, catrying values 1n gold,
sllver and copper cquel te $24 por toh.
The ore resembles that on the le
Rol and other Rossland mfucs, The
aAlscoverers of this important mineral
belt have madntained strict silcte aw
to its probabilities and possibilides,
hence it has remalned an  isvlated
camp, unknown to captialista vr minia,,
men until within the last fow days,
when M, DByrne, o o tepaniad 3y
myself, visited the diiniict ad thor-
oughly examined the lad:  IFur two
or three clalms on the ticnd the vut-
crop shows out In places throvusgh th
mosg, but after..the timbor 13 passed,
the lode has been exposed Ly natwic
ond s bave as a billiard table fo1 inils
The whole width of the vein matter is
composced of pyritite quartz and sclid
galena in seams cairying valiws in
gold, silver and copper, the galena give
ing heavy percentages of loed up to €0
per cent, No woik of hmpurtance has
£0 far been done, & shatt Leing sunk
which Is now down 12 fuet in sohid o,
that is indicative of hnprovement fn
values. Transportation wiil he cagy
to deep water by aerlal tiam, which
ean be constructed at & modorate cost.
Tihuber Is plentiful and the raclitios
are excellent for oll purpo-es,  The ore
can be won and shippcd from the very
surface and all work done will he in
pay ore. No dead wourk nced be antl-
cipated, excepting only making tram
for transit,  With this cumpicte, ore
can he shipped from the unune at a cott
not exceeding ten cents per ton.  An
enormous quantity of ore can be wen
at Itttle cost and ore shij pd contina-
ously. This proposition has o showine
on the surface, uncqualled in my min-
ing investigations throughonat British
Columbia. Ilow this distr.ct has so
 long escaped attention Is hoym.d com-
prehension.  Several of these projers
tles hove been taken over by Mr.
Ryrne on behalfl of Yoondiy and J. han
nesourg mining men and more will e
heard of them in the norr inuure. One
fmportant factor is that the ore hudy
is devold of the ineviicle fron cape
ping and conseguently s vaiue §$
more casily determined with wut hittle
exploration.

LARDEAU.

Ten miies from Arrowhead isfhomp-
son's Landing, reached hy the ¢ T
R. boats, this hetng the qu’ ket poute
to Trout Lake City. This ic one of the
latest camps but at the same tinve one
of the most promising. Although but
little of the district has hren praspeet-
cd, sufficient has been done o prove
the existence of very rich leads of gold,
silver, copper and lead. From 7‘homp-

sen's Landing to, Trent T.ake a good
wagon road has been made a distanee
of twelve mileg. The country rav o
ed is one very favorable to the exist-
ance of mineral Jdeposite, being a
splendid slate formation, =alid and in
place, although nothing so far has
been discovered of any intrvinsic value
Letween the two places.  On arriving
at Trout Lake City, one is surpriscd
at the rapid advance made in bhuild-
ing a substantial town. There are
several good hotels and  others in
course of erection. The town has the
appearance of heing full of business.
Trains arrive continuously with sup-
plies and bullding santerials. Several
good stores with jarge supplies mect
the eye of a traveller, much surprised
when he.notices how rapidly this town
must . have gone.ahead.

" From Trout Lake

1 silver and.

City - the -Hgrne= :|: This ledge '}

! 'ayne syndieate hag built a wagon

tesd through the town of Ferguson, a

distnee of four mbles and thenee on to |

the  well known Silver Cup Mining
Cols property or in all elght miles with
pocd bridges where necessary., Fer-
euson is a town with several hotels
ond stores, so0, too, private residencges.
‘Chis town has also spruang up within
the {ast few  months, The Horne-
Payne Co. have cerected a saw mil,
otiices and other hulldings anGg been
pushing development work on the Sil-
ver Cap ledge, which §s carrying high

valites in sitver,  The vein matter is
largely tmpregnated with grey copper,
lat although much money has bheen
cxpended results are not so encourag-
iry as they might have been under
more cffective management. Claims in
the immediate vicinity have been bond-
«d by this comnmpany, but some of these
Pave been abandoned.

Four miles out of Ferguson, a trail
tegmms whore the wagon road ends.
This takes you to the ten mile up
Caynor Creel: o turther distance of
tour ntles, where some fine showings
occtr, A ledge showing galena going
Iv'gh §n silver and Jead and traceable
throughout several clajms. Very
Iittle work has been done on any of
these, but assessment shows the lodes
tp as very promising., TFurther on two
wiles a discovery has been made by
the Lade Dros. consisting of a mix-
ture of iron and quartz. ‘Two tons of
this were shipped as a test and result-
cd In the phenomenal return of $1,100
te. the ton in gold. The work done so
far apriies only to the two tons taken
cut.  ‘The result when known was &
veory agroeable surprise.  The gold oc-
curs i several stringers, but notwith-
standing this, gold is visible all over
the stone.  Negntiations for the pur-
chase of this property are under con-
«1d ration, the owners wanting $130,-
ong,  Without further test the value of
the proporty cannot, however, be ac-
curately estimated.  Several other lo-
cations have been made on this line
but a3 yet the lode has not been met.

Trom the Ten AMile in another di-
reeticn a tiail has been made for 19
iniles to the Abbott group, consisting
of five claims, viz., Hecla, Abbott,
King William, Union, Kamloops. This
trail was bullt at & cost of $300 to en-
oble the wetting in of svpplies and is
wpracticabie for transportation. Few
¢iscovatics bave been made for the 19
niles but =6 far no prospecting has
Lcen @ ne.  lHowcver a good road can
and shuild be made to the toot of
Trout Lake, up Hal'~y criek, where a
aradual tise can be insured for a dis-
tance «7 12 miles, which would com-
plete Lae road to the head of, Halley
Creek at the foot of Abbott hill. This
cerld be constructed at a cost not ex-
ceeding from $12,000 to $15000 and
would open up much uncxplored but
valuable country. Another f2asible
rogte could he made, traversing the
I1all Creck to the Duncan River, a dis-
tance of four miles, thence down the
Mumcan, where steamer transportation
can he secured at the Big Jam.

Thr Abbott mine has a very fine
chowing on the Abbott claim. A\t an
¢ vation of 6,300 feet a tunnes has
been driven 328 feet, to intersect at &
dcptihr of 400 feet the main lode, which

i 1% being exposed higher up and in

width from 12 to 15 feet trending N. W.

ana 8. E. ., with four feet of clean ga-.
, Yena carrying carbonates and grey. cop-

per, the remainder of the lodge being
concentrating. Resuits give over $100

.

p:to. 75percentm letd :
tracea h’.th

Hecla, Abbott, King Willlam and
Union, The vein occurs in a contact
of lime und slate. The general form-
ation of the country is a fine, soft,
brown slate. A belt of llmestone a
mile "in width intrudes through the
glate and is continuous right along the
country for mfles. This intrusion fis
the foundation of the country. On
the King Willlam, on a direct line with
the Abbott, the lode which outerops
thirty feet high and 20 fect wide Is
quartz, carrying grey copper and ga-
lena.  The country being bare of un-
dergrowth and thnber, the outcrop is
s0 distinct that it can bLe seen for miles
with the naked eye, running as true
and as stralght as a die. Four hundred
teet lower down on the King William
an outcrop of quartz, three feet wide,
is exposed and cut by a creek. About
one foot of this {3 rolid galena carry-
ing high values. A tunnel has been
driven cutting this veir at 30 feect.
This is a true fissure vein cutting the
slate at right angles N. E. and S. W.
When ‘this junctions with the main
lcde the possibilities are great. On
the Abbott clalm, 400 feet higher up,
another parallel vein is exposed In the
lime belt which s regular and well de-
fined right through the country ten
feet wide, half of which is solid ga-
lena.  Another 100 feet higher another
vein is exposed from six inches to a
foot in width of galena,” impregnated
with grdy ore. These lodes are all
strong, passing through the four
claims of the Abbott group into the
Wagner group, viz. Luclle, Francis
Jewel, Emma Fraction, Queen Mary,
Princess Marie, Lardeau Fraction,
l.ardeau-McCartney Fraction, Duncan
& Ella. All these claims are on the
same line. A tunnel has been driven
or: the Francis Jewel, cutting the lode
at 40 feet. On the Queen Mary and
Princess Marje open cuts expose the
continuation of the ledge carrying
identical values. On the Lardeau the
solid galena is exposed on the surface
and traceable right through from the
Hecla into the Duncan, in all fourtecn
claims on the main line. The outcrop
cn the Duncan is composed of iron rose
quartz and seams of solid galena
standing out of the ground 50 feet and
being 50 feet wide, A tunnel has been
driven 100 feet and a cross-cut towards
the dip has been finished. Forty-five
feet deep cutting the same continuous
body of ore sixty feet from the mouth
of the tunnel, a good working winze
has been sunk, following down the vein
at an angle of 55 degrees. At this
depth a cross-cut has been driven ten
feet towards the hanging wall. A fine
body of ore has been met with carry-
ing the same mineral of solid.galena
and grey copper,

Another property running parallel
with the Duncan and known as the
Merry has a very fine showing of ga-
lena, going 70 per cent in lead and 180
0z. in silver, 'This occuring in the
lime belt is four feet wide and con:
tinuous through the claim into another
location known at the Bannockburn,
«1s0 carrying identical values in a lode
exposed on the surface and cut away
by the elements. For permanency and
vast bodles of valuable-ore the Lar-
deau will . be a large shipper as soon as
railway, or other means of transit.are
cpen which offers very few difficulties
when consldering .the enormous values
of its ore deposits,

The surveyors ot the .C P. .R. are
busy planning the route of the great
rallroad’s eéxtension to Rossland.. Chiet
Englneer «Perry 18 thus,,kcpt specially

- s e ymy .
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THE BRIDGE RIVER DISTRICT.

The Bend Or group of claims, re-
cently acquired by Messrs. McKinnon,
Robertson and Noel, from the locators,
two young half-breeds, named Burns
and Carglll, consists of two claims
kunwn as the Little Joe and White
Crow. This group is sltuated anbout
60 miles from Lillooet, lying in a south
westerly  direction on  Cadwaliader
Creek, which {8 a tributary of Bridge
Niver. TL.eaving Lillnoet for the claims
the traveller must follow the wagon
rvoad for two miles to Seaton Lake and
{henee cross the lake Dby canoe to
Mission Landing, or if he prefers it,
travel around the lake by trail. The
water route s twelve miles distance
and the trail route fourteen miles,
lL.caving the lake one must continue in
u westerly dtrection, pass aver the
summit of Mission mountain, a dis-
tance of five miles, descending to
Jack’'s Landing, Bridge River, then
follow Bridge River for a distance of
35 miles in a south-westerly direction,
next up the south fork of Bridge Tciver,
a distance of about seven miles to Cad-
wallader Creek. The Provincial Gov-
crnment hag built a trail to the camp
and it is stated that 2 wagon road will
be completed early next spring from
Scaton Lake to Cadwallader Creek. It
tokes three days to travel this route
un horseback from Lillooet.

Evidence of the tmportance of these
Ciscoveries can be noted by the fact
that three different locations are now
reeorded for townsites, two on the
south fork of Bridge River and one
below the Bend Or group on Cadwalla-
der Creek.

The claims of known value are the
Bend Or group of claims, the Ida May,
u group of two claims, owned by the
Alpha Bell Co., and one fractional
claim, between the .Bend Or and Ida

May. As to the district in general,
Mr, F. Soues, Gold Commissioner,

writes as follows in hig annual report:
“Bridge River-sReferring to the very
imperfect Provinclal map, a line drawn
from the junction of Big River with
Fraser River, to the head waters of
Jervis Inlet, would form-the centre of
the locality to which my remarks will
refer. From a persopal residence of
34 years in the district of Pemberton,
Lillocet and- Clinton and during the
wholé of that time with exceptional
cpportunities to learn the amount of
gold obtained and the localities, I may
be supposed qualified to deal with the
matter intelligently and correctly. In
the decade cnding 1869 official public
reports with regard to mines and min-
ing in this district are conspicuous on-
1¥ by their-absence, The early miners
into’ this Province, 1859-60, .worked
their way up the Fraser River; testing
all the tributaries for gold. Bridge
River in those years was located and
worked and from that time on to the
present by white; Indian and Chinese
miners, year by year, with varying
success. The richest finds and richest

nuggets were obtained .in the decade .

teferred to. For the decade ending
1§79 we have official mining statistics
commencing in 1874, in some of which
annual reports, place has bheen found
for Lillooet district and the estimated
returns. 1In others the district has

"From 1860 to the dlscovery of
Cayoosh Creek, Bridge River has been
the principal source of the gold ob-
tained. .In.the. 611 mercmtlle books
of Mr. Smith, Mr. Foster and the other
traders doing business in Lillooet in
the sixties and the records of the now

almost forgotten Diets: and Nelaon ex- :

-

-Bridse ‘River and uxe

rress line for carrying cexpress and
treasure between Victoria and Lillovet,
coufd be examined, the resuit would
be a very striking array of figuves of
the amount of gold obtained from
Bridge River and the IPraser benehes
and bats fn the Immoediate noghbor-
hood of Lillooet, In the early sixties
the principal workings wete {tom the
mouth to the head of Deep Canyon,
from “which point  the iver tloes
through a long marshy section svine
fifty miles. The rviver bed have is a
smooth, sandy, with (ine gui\xl. in
which only fine colora have been fuand,
Above this stretch 1yaughton Craok
has produced conslderable coarse gold,
Young Creek so far lias produced unly
fine gold in a limited quantity. Cuarse
gold i3 here found on  Cadwalld
Creek and the South Fork. M. A.
1. Smith showed me samples of 6 oz,
of very coarse gold, which he bought
from an Indian last week, whose clam
is located at n point above Gun Creek.
The valley of the Dridge Iliver for a
conslderable distance s paralleled by
the valley in swhich are situated S.a-
ton Lake and Anderson Lake and at
one point on Seaton Lake the dlstance
to Bridge Rver at Jack's Landing s
only about 6 miles. The division he-
tween these two valleys is o high and
much brogen up rldge of mountains
with numerous streams (not shown on
the Provincial map) falling into the
above named lakes.

“It will be noted from the forezoing
prief and imperfect remarks that
Eridge River and its tributaries have
been fn places highly auriferous with
a possible barren zorne above the deep
canyon and further that it has a wide
spread surrounding or mineralised
tocks., The gold found in the river is
unmistakeably different to that found
cn the Fraser River bars and benches
and in form and size of the pleces
bears a strong resemblance o the
gold found i the placer workings in
Rendigo, Victoria, In the early filtics,
with this difference that Bridge River
gold shows much more recel. release
trom its rocky matrix, In fact at least
one-third of the pleces still hold fm-.
hedded pleces of quartz.

In other lands placer mining has
with few exceptions, whether in wide
areas of alluvial deposits, in ancient or
modern river beds, led up to the dis-
cfovery of the rocky matrix f{rom
which the alluvial gold was obtained.
Placer deposits in a few yecars led to
the discovery of tlie famous Comstock
lode. Placer depnsity located the Tread-
vell mine on Dousglas Island. The
fabulously rich placer mines of Bal-
larat and Bendigo, discovered in 1351,
in two years located the reefs. some
of which Bendigo have “lived down”
over 5,000 feet and have continucd
working for over forty years. The
experience on Cayoosh Creek shows
that in little more than one year the
matrix of at lecast a portion of the
gold found in the creck will he located.

In the above report Mr. Soucs has
glven a sketch of propertics on Dridge
River, which have added to the golden
wealth of the district and province for
parently the past 36 years and now
the recent discoveries of the Bend Or
and Ida May groups of claims have
upparently demonstrated whence much
¢* the supply comes. It Is a morcover
noted fact that for every dollar ob-
tajined from the hed of Cayoosh Creck
twenty dollars have been taken from
rich quartz
ledges recently discovered have un-
doubtedly furnished the .supply that
has been gathered trom its earlfest

“history. .

;\(‘.(-I(l Mining Co.:

-per ton; 18 3-4 tons, $26.45 per ton;-

. tens, $74.36 per ton;

THE ATHABASCA.

‘The £1° «ing I8 a stmmary of the
roport, ju o todssuod, of the Athabasea

Nelson, 13, C., Oet. 25, 1897,

Athba e Gool Mening Company,
Nevn Weslwdnetor, 130 Co

CGentlemon, — Thore are at present
NG et of  tunnels, 110 feet  of
ahafts, and abweat 500 feet of stripping
(U™ foect of which has Lbeen upon ledges
the balwice Loy I the natuwre  of
Biespocting), boabde s which there Is an
open ocul 30 fuct long by 12 feet high,
cod varlows uptalses, stopeg, ete,

The worlk Las  disclosed  several
Nodhes oF i ok st lient grade, al-
theugh cousidirable wotk will be re-
quiot to dovileg these bodlies sufil-
cleoatly o pay livadosads, .

Upen the maa daedge 1s a tut-
el 275 feet and a winze 68 feet, ut the
Tart o of whaht s a drift 18
Todd, this winze and deift being In ore
Sty 18 audhes wide, assays of whiehy,
at a depth of 68 feet, gave $101.60 per
tunn I gold,  Operations on the drift
have been suspended, owing to bad
o and soepage of water, and before
1csuniag, antangements will have to
Ly made for husting, either by steam
or haise puwer. There are also two
Ul alses ftom the tiunnel to the surface
and cousideiable stoping has  been
done and ote mined from ghis ledge,
Seuth of this 150 feet, o great deal of
wotk has been dune, consisting of 148
frct of tunnels, 3u feet of drifty, ete.
Veary tich ote has been found here,
several  shipments having  averaged
$100 per ton. Seventy-five feet east of
the main ledge, another ledge has been
steipped about 100 feet, showing  six
te 12 inches of quartz. One hundred
feet west of the main ledge, o stripping
of about 59 feet has been made on
about 10 inches of quartz. About 300
feet west of the maln ledge, & discove
cry has been made this month of a
very fine looking ledge, about 16 inches
wide where openced, which is now be-
ing stripp2d.  We intend to do some
work upon this showing at once, as it
13 very promising, and may, with a lit-
th- work, develop into as valuable a
rroducer a3 the ledges now worked.
worked.

All the above work has heen done
uon the Athabasca claim.

Upon the Algoma claim there has
I)ecn about 70 feet of stripping on the
‘ledge, which ruus in size from 6 to 30
tiches, but as this ore (as also that
on the Athabasca ledges stripped as
above) fu of 2 milling char-
acter, morc extended work has been
deferred until millirg  facilities  are
nrovided,

No woilk has been done on *eithey
the Alberta or Manitoba claims, but
thaie are on these clabms, and on the
Athabasea and  the Algoma, several
cdutional eaposures of quartz that
have not yet been investigated., All
the cxposuses mentioned carry “free
gold, more or less,

The p:einmuary work ot building
cabing, trail, cte., was menticned in
my report in July last. Since''then
the survey of the property " -has
been completed, and.a Crown grant s
new being advertised for., The number
of men employed has ranged -from. 16
10.21, .

Our shipments to the Hall ‘Mines
smeiter have given returns (gross) ‘as:
follows: 16 1-2 tons, $76.20 per ton;
17 tons, $75.56 per ton: 18 tons, $26.56
21
19 tona, $41.61 per

"The
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ton; 28 tons, $107.62 per ton;
$107.88 per ton.

We ure now sacking 20 to 20 tons af
ore for ghipment this week, We bhave
niso  accumulnted upon the various
dumps about 450 tons of miling ore.

Owing to the state of the trall cansed
by heavy ratug, it will he fmpossible
to moke further shipents uuthl we
have good steighing, and then we can-
ret ship untlt we make our trail into
a good sleigh road. 1 would, therefors,

20 tong,

recommend the Cotvpany to practieats !

Iy suspend shipments for the present,

enad continue stimply development worly

piling up the ore upon the dunpes ton
milling  and  concentrating ticatient
on  the ground, and also to have i
view the nstallation or a stamp mill
at an early date, which wonld enabl-
s to handle the ore far move chewply
than at present.
Yours truly.
C. A WING.

THE NOBLE FIVE,

D —

Thir noted Slocan mine has tempos-
otily cltosed down, pending, 1t is under-
stood, the ralsing of a large amount of
furthicr capital for mine working and
extension purposes.  ‘The Qtrectors ave
for a time at the ena of thclr wmoney
resovrees and o large overdraft of $50,-
000 due to the Bank of B. N, A, hax
amongst other things, (o be met,
Mens wages are also in arrears. 1t s
belleved that reconstruction arrange-
ments will be made, as the property Is
generally understeod to e very valu-
able, buitt $1£0,000 are required to put
the mine's finances on o thoroughiy
satisfactory basis., ‘There are on the
other hand, reports that the ore hody
in the mine has given out, but this is
strongly denled and it would seem
—though an authorized rcport is not
at the moment to hand-—-that further
working capital is the main requisite.
The mine has till recently heen a ve-
gular shipper and produced since Aug.
1st 512 tons of are. -there Is naturally
a big fall in the mine stock which,
lately quoted at 50 cents, is now de'vn
{1: Spokane to 17.

THE CROW’S NEST COAL LANDS.

The ast Kootcnn; hureau of infor-
mation makes the following statement
as. to these, which is undoubtedly in
the main, an accurate rcprcqentallon
of facts and possibilitles:

“On both Bull River and Elk Rlvcr
there are large deposits of hematite,
which, with the proximity of the finest
coking coal in the world, should make
this part of Fort Stecle district the
home of multitudes of people. The
Crow’s Nest Coal Company is already
putting its property in shape for pro-
duction, so that by the time the Crow’s
Nest Ralilway is running to Xootenay
Lake, coal and coke will be ready for
shipping. The coal lands owned by
this company are of cenormous axtent,
snd as the seams aggregate over 100
feet of flrst quality coal, lying ahove
water level, one bed being 30 feet in
thickness, the avilable quantity is
unlimited, and the marketing of it wiil
have a beneficial effect on the mining
industry in both East and West I{oot-
enay. The Canadian Government has
bound the railway and coal companies
with jronclad contracts to certain
charges, hoth for coal at the pits and
freight rates on the samec, so that,
even though the coal business he a
‘monopoly, it cannot become an oppres-
-sive - one.’”
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PLEASE DO IT NOW!

06 will send The Mining Critie for three
months 1o 180 Subserihar

We Want TWENTY THOUSAND SUBSCRIBERS
Before the End of the Year.

We are willing to send Tue Mining Critic for three
months at less than cost in order to secure then.
We shall certainly get them if every reader will spare

us one of two things :

A Dollar Or an Hour.

Can You Spare A Dollar? Then send it to us
and enclose this list with the names and addresses of

ten people who ought to read Tue Mixinc Critic. If
they do not subscribe after three months, that will be
our fault—riot yours.

Can Yonu Spare an Hour? Then go out and
find four people who will pay 25 cents each for Tue

Mining Critic for three months, and send their names
and money with the names of yourself and five friends,
to whom we will:send the paper free for three months.

WAMES AXD ADDRESIES.
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THE STUMP IN VANCOUVER SYN.
DICATES;
trdam g v oamiamneag

.. The .British,, Columiﬂn Review  of
London, I‘ng!nnd. spctQm under whis
heading, o8 {o}fows, ‘toncerning the
Galena mine fiasco,, on which we come
ment editorially clsewhere:

“While extending our congrutula-
tions to the Board of .the Vaunuver
and Britlsh Columbin® Genersl Explor-
atlon Company, Limited, nn  ede JJe-
clsion to meet the heavy stump in the
matket price of thelr Shares by call-
ing a meeting of the proprictors and
putting the facts before them in all
thelr naked truth, we are yet so-ry
that we cannot cqually congratulate
the shareholders on the position dis-
closed. Rumors of an adverse chatr-
acter to the Company and all its works
lave been floating about the clity for
some weeks,, and probably inside gell-
ing of Galenas at merely rubblsh
prices, Indicated that in some quarters
it was realised that the Vancouver
Syndicate, as it is known in the city,
liad been 'the unintentional instrument
for foisting a worthleas silver-lead
property upon the British public. ‘But
we da-not think thaf'the shareholders

. ot efthey the Vancouver Syndicate or

‘the:i Galena, Mlnes. Limited. had any
idea th.t ‘the state of affairs was %0
‘lamen’ably disquieting.

Mr. Comiskey mlsht have - been &
little mote pnrtlculab #nd less general
in  his remarks, pérhaps. For in-
stance, he passed over'Mr. Callahan's
connection with the Company by say-
ing that Mr. Callahah “was supposed
tc be a first-class miner,” and.that is
all that he said about this gentleman's
connection — unfortunate connection —
with the Galena Company. To &
shareholder who tried to draw him re-
garding Mr. Callahan’s management of
the property he vouchsafed no clear
cxplanation but passed on to discuas
the present position and outlock: be-
fore the Syndicate. ., A great deal was
made about Mr, Carlyle's reports, Mr.
Carlyle, however, simply drew up-his
reports for the guidance of the Gov-
ernment, and it behoved the directors
betore launching this tll-fated-‘concern
to have'very carefully checked the re-
ports made about it by absolutely im-
partial experts before accepting them,
and making them the.bases-of an ap-
plication to the British public for a
large sum of money to exploit the pro-
perty. Surely the presence of zinc
should have been dlgcovered by -ex-
perts at the very outset, instead of
-having to be disclosed nearly ‘twelve
months after the formation of the
Company, as one of ‘the reasons. of -the
reasons of the failure of the property
to realise the hopes of its founders.

Of course we know -that to a large
extent blame is laid upon Mr. Callas
han; but all the same, it ought to .be
pointed out that for'some time.advices
from British Columbia about” the 'Ga-
lena have been dlstlnctly alarming;
and as this was one of the chiet pro-
uertles of the Syndlcate, was- quite
sufficient to‘account-for the heavy.-fall
in the ‘shares. While we’do’ not for
one monent’ impugn -the ‘hona. fides
of the dlrectors of 'the Vancouver 8yn-
dlcate, we slncerely regret in. the {2~
terests of the Provlnce ‘that -théy
should haVe been connected with:such
-8/trost. - Very 1ittlé was'said about.the
other propertiee and’ ‘options: of the
_‘Fynd!ca te: Butw vhat was'sald: was.ifot;
fe: affaid, ‘of a:‘eharacter to-n-
muéh - conﬁdence-»in the breasts
ot"the holders: of'-'&ithér--Vancouver
Syndicates or Galenas, or indicate any.
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possibllity of an carly recovery in the
market prices of these Issues from the
depths of JapPeididh 4hto which they
have been pluni@d bp:dhe sertes of un-
fortunate events which were punctuat-
ced by the admissions at Thursday's
meeting by the Chatrman.”

The “Review® now speaks in a very
different and wiser strain from what
f¢ did but a short time since, concern-
ing the Galena Mine and its explolters.
It has evidently learnt part of the
truth at last " about a flotation that
has done infinite dlscredit to B. C.
mine company promotion. A few
more such ventures and the develop-
ment of our Province's precious metal
mining by British capital. wil be set
back for years. The “Review™ can,
therefare, do good service to 3. C., by
exposing such promoters and attempt-
cd promoters in London.,

GOLD PLACERS AND LODES.

“Where there are placers there are
lodes,” is a statement often made
with the assurance of “swhere there
is smoke there is fire.”” We hear it
frequently with reference to the de-
pesits of the Yukon. In this case it
is almost entirely a matter of surmise,
because there has not heen any general
exploration for lodes there, attention
having bheen concentrated upon the
easlly worked placers, and prospecting
in the hills heing difficult, for various
reasons. There may be workable veins
of gold quarts above the placers and
there may not. There are vague re-
perts as to the existence of some, but
it does not follow necessarily, either in
the Yukon or elsewkhere, that where
there are placers there are workable
lcdes.

A placer deposit of gold or tin is a
ratural concentrator of mineral that
existed in solid rock. The crosion of
wind and water acting through im-
measurable time has worn down the
earth’s surface In many places to a
marvelous extent. In this kind of dis-
integration stable minerals like gold
and cassiterite, which are of much
greater specific gravity that their or-
iginal matrix, were concentrated in
water courses, just as they are now
concentrated by men in sluicing. But
nature has concentrated mil..ons of
tons of mineral wher: man has to con-
centrate comparatively few.

The discovery of such a natural
concentration, an alluvial deposit, does
not, however, imply ‘that its source
will be found, or if found, workable,
Lecause the original lode may have
been eroded entirely, and therefore no
lenger in existence; the placer gold
or tin may have come from a dissem-
inatlon in a great mass of rock which
it would never pay to mine, or from
irnumerable veinlets which were nev-
er exploitable; or the auriferous deblris
may have been carried far from its
<riginal source vy glacier action, so
{hat no conncction between  placer
and lode can he established. It is not
t0 he inferred from these suggestions,
however, that there are not cases
where placers have led directly to
mother lodes. Numerous instances can
bhe cited where they have done so, and
vice versa. The conclusion is sim-
ply that no general rule can be lald
down, and the existence of rich placers
Qoes not in itself imply the existence
of rich, or even workable veins.

The placers of Breckenridge, Colo.,
were discovered at the time of the
Pike's Peak oxcitement (1839) and
have heen waorked more or less ever
since, producing & good many mil-
lions of gold. Their origin from lodes

o . oo m——- At ot b o S———

S
near by can be traced \vllh reusonahlc
certainty, and some of these lodes
have been worked profitably, hut the
preduction of the Indes hag, not yet
been a tithe of that of the ptuceh At
the head of French guich, which was
very richy there is an lmmonﬂe ahrlter-
ous dike' Intersecting the slate’coun-
try rock. The dlke itself ig genemlly
low grade, but in the joint planes of
the slate adjacent to it there arve vein-
lets of exceedingly rich ore In which
the wonderful specimens of wire and
srystall ngeold for which Breckenrldge
i famous, are found. DBoth the dike
and the velnlets in the slate have heen
worked., but so- far neither of them
profitably. There was a similar ex-
perience at Leadville, where the mines
which were discovered at the head of
Callfornia gulch never ylelded what
the wealth of the gulch bottons was
thought to indicate. In these instan-
ces nature in long eras effected pro-

hably a rich concentration of gold
from an immence amount of very low
grade material.—EX. . - .

THE WONDERFUL.

1t is reported that the Wonderful
mine, near Sandon, has bheen leas-
ed ta two miners, who will pay
the Company 25 per cent. of the net
returns of ore shipped.

Speaking about the mine, a Sandon
mining man said last Saturday: “Work
on the Wonderful has been sus-
pended, with the exception that two
of the miners formerly employed by
the Company are working the ground
slulces under a lease, paying a royalty
of 25 par cent. on all the ore taken
out. They have made a shipment of
about 15 tons that is sald to carry the
sume value as the average of the out-
put while the mine was in active op-
eration; that is, about 126 ounces of
silver and 70 per cent. lead, or an ap-
proximate value of $125 per ton.

“The Wonderful property has al-
ways been considered a phenomenon
in silver mining, the pay ore having
been taken from a blanket vein lying
practically on the surface, by ground
sluicing and hydraulic work, and the
property is known throughout the
Slecan as the only silver placer mine
ia the world. While the pay ore has
been taken from the surface, every
ecffort has been made to locate the
meain vein, which mining men firmly
believe to exist at a greater or less
depth. Much money has been spent in
opening tunnels in the vain attempt
to find the lead.”

THE MINING STOCK MARKET.

The * Spokesman-Review,” in its
weckly summary of the Spokane min-
ing stock market, says: ‘' The- local
market for mining stocks has been
lacking in startling features during
the past weak. About the usual ame-
ount of business was done, and as in
previous weeks, the inquiry was large,
but the holders of stocks that were in
demand refused to sell at any reduc-
tion from the highest quotations, and
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. and adjoining “Goldendale.”

the result is few transfers in propor-
tion to the actual demand.

* The report of the closing of the
Noble Five mine had a depressing ef-
feet on the market, and the difflculties
in the Wondertul Compavry also had a
tendency to weaken confidence. On
the other hand, Evening Star, Poor.
n:an, Rambler-Cariboo and Deer Park
showed marked activity, owlng to

favorable reports from the proper-
ties."
In reviewing the market for the

week, the Rossland * Miner ' says:
A marked feature of the innrket
has been the inquiry for large olocks

of treasury stock, running frora 100,000 !

to 200,600 shares. These inquiries were
from London and Eastern Canada syn-
dicates. The partles making the in-
quiries ask for representation on the
directorate, and in explanation of this
say that they wish to be sure that the
moriey which they advance goes into
the development of the properties of
the compantes which they invest in,
inst‘?ad of into the pockets of promot-
ers.
ANOTHER LE ROI DIVIDEND.

It is stated that, notwithstanding the
heavy expenditure in connection with
the smelter at Northport, the Le Rot
Company- will declare its regular divi-
dend of $50,000 this month.

ABOUT NELSON.

From Our Own Correspondent:

EXCHEQUER MINING CO., LD, LY.

J; €. Drewry, the Sccretary. of the
above  Co., -18 about to place a force
of men to work on the ‘Exchequer,’
owned by this Co. The property has
never looked better than at present
and the three ledges on the same are
tc be proved immediately. The share-
holders will watch with interest this
well known gold claim. Silver has
also been found upon it and a thorough
prospect of the ground will be made.

JULIUS CAESAR.

Work is here again proceeding and
will be pushed ahead as rapidly as pos-
sible. Latest assays give $45 in gold
alone. It adjoins the “Mascot” and
“Red Rock™ and extension of the well
known “Princess, owned by H. G.
Neelands, and A: Gerard, of Nelson.

TOAD MOUNTAIN.

Enquiries for Toad Mountain pro-
perty have Jately been more abundant
than heretofore, and English capital is
directing its attention to even unde-
veloped claims, in the vicinity of the
famous ‘'Silver King."”

STEMWINDER AND BLACK CHIEF

These are situate on Toad Mountain
ASSess-
ment work Is just completed on both.
There Is a fine showing of copper
(peacock).  Assays are now  heing
made. The claims are owned by A.
Macdonald, of Winnipeg: R. M. Mac-
donal® barrister, of Nelson, and R. T,
Lennie. Development work will at
once proceed.

GREAT WESTERN AND GREAT

EASTERN GROUP.

These are owned by H. H. Keely and
others. There have lately been
brought down from them several spe-
cimens of quartz, showing free gold in
considerable quantities. The ledge is
widening and from the present amount
of work done, {ndicates & likelthood
that the property will prove valuable.
The claimd are on Toad Mountain.
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GRAND FORKS POSSIBILITIES.

It is reported, though the statement
as yet lacks authortative confirmation,
that an English company proposes to
erect two moderate slzed smelters of
100 tons each at Grand Forks and Mid-
way respectively. Probably the raport
is premature, under existing condi-
tions.

PILOT BAY AND AINSWORTH.

It is stated that there Is o possibility
that the Pflot Bay smelter may uiti-
mately add refilning to the scope of it
operations.  Meanwhile smelting will
there recommence, S0 seon as some
4,000 tons of ore become available. As
to the mines about Alnsworth, M
G, B. Wright, an old settler, reports
as follows, as quoted in the Rossland
“Record’:

The Blue Bell is doing weil. No. 1,
-which has a concentrator of its own, {s
getting in shape to concensrate fits
cre.

“The Tariff, owwned “y the Pilot Bay
smelter, is getting into shape. It con-
tains lead ore and rurs 70 per cent lead
and about 50 or 60 ounces in silver per
ton.

“The Highland, owned by My
Stevenson, of Philadelphia, is showing
r a good body of ore. Several thous-
and tons of ore, after being extracted
Ly its own concentrator., which is on
the eve of starting. will be shipped.
The wire tramway from the Highland
to its concentrator has just been com-
pleted and works smoothly., It is said
that Mr. Stevenson has contracted for
the output of the Black Diamond. The
cre will have to be brought by a
wagon road to the concentrator. Hith-
erto the ores of the Black Diamond
rave been shipped to the Everett or
Tacoma smelters. Large bodies of
ceneentrating ore are showing up in
this mine.

‘““The recent strike on the Albion has
excited much attention in Ainsworth.
It has a vein seven feet thick and of a
high grade concentrating ore. It is
sald a wire tramway is to be erected
tc get the ore to the lake, but for the
Tresent a newly constructed wagon
road will be utilised, by which the ore
can be taken to Mr. Stevenson's con-
centrating works or else shipped from
Mile Point wharf. Al these mines are
within a radius of three miles of Alns-
worth.

“There are rumors of the Mamic and
XKing Solomon group putting in ma-
chinery on an cxtensive scale.  The
Jefl. Davis, it is also reported, will
soon Lie put in good shape for work.

“The Skyline has been leased to
Frank Clapp on the condition that he
continues the present shaft 200 feet
more."”

Mines & Mining Stocks

A tharauzh knnwled:ze of the Mining Rewxi-
aus of }fritlsh Colunbin eaables e to fur-
nish competent and rellable fnformation.
No mines listed far <sle unless endorsed by
some repintable mining engineer.
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