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NOTICES, &e.

THE diszsters which during successive years have be-

fallen the Colony established by the EARL of SELkIrE at

Red River, have naturally attracted some deg.reét.vqf the pub-

blic attention. The sentiments of hbé'ﬁ'iit‘y against the set-

“tlement expressed from the period of its com.mencement by’

the '1hemb§rs and connections of a aumeious association of
,India_n Traders, known by*the nama of the North West Com-
paﬁy, could not fail 4o point suspicion towards them as the
original cause of these disasters, whatever nii'ght be the im+
mediate' :agency employed.. Next to the. rmn of the- Colony,
the ob_]ect i - -wkhich its destroyers and their asso~1ate3 feel
the hngnest mterest, is. to prevent us re-estabhshment, Nei-
\gher habitation nor settler has been Teft. But a.ltho this

state of things is sufficient for the present gratification of the

foes of the eolony, it pfomzses them no security for t‘le fu-

iure ; for, while the ﬂnhts énder which the settlemeﬂt was

xounded should ke ckmsxdexed to subsist, the’ ggrm from .

; which a new growth might spring, would be. allowe& to
remaia. ) _ )
42 . Fe
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" %o have destroyed the colony would not answer th_e,objecf
of its enemies, unless the hope of its revival should be alsé
i_ destroyed, and the same anti-colonial spirit, which, while the .
settlement, was in being, prompled its opponents to:seek its
anmhxlauon, through scenes of dnvastatzou and slaughter, is
aew since its fa}l exerting an equally zealcus, although no
longer a ‘sanguirary hostaht), in endeavours to overturn the
author‘ty under wh;ch it derived ltS e\:is»ﬂnce For this
purpose the Hudsms Bay Company, under whose sanction
the colony was munded have been. ca‘led into the contest ,‘
the validity of their’ anczent Charier has been attacked ; and.

their rights as to trade and’ soll have been denied.

Althevgh many ef ilie g\?il_é which have oceured are past
remedy, it still imports the friends of established authority,v.
shat the succiss’ which has attended the attempts against
the liiré\é, of the colonists, should not extend ‘to .t'h‘e atlempis

against the rights uader which the coleny was founded.

The object of .these pages is therefore, in the first place,
to suggest 'soms considerations Tespecting the validity of the-
Hudson’s Bay Charter, and the extent of the rights, parti_ca.
larly as to territory, which it mustbe understood to .c’o'nvé 73
in the r;ext, to éhewr the absence of any claim or title on the
part of the Neorth West C_ompaxiy, to hold poésessions’ in the
Hudson’s/vBay territories, or even in the North Wost or In.
dian 'E‘e':"ritorieé, without the limits of the Hud;o;x"s Bay
Chart ter ; and lastly "to give a succinet accoant of the esta-

hshment, and destructien of the Colony at Red River,
The-
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fbe Kings of Great Britain have for centu’n-ies; ju come
ehon :-w'itb the other Sovereigns of Eumpe, exercised the nght
- of Grauting Territories for the establishment of Colonies and
Plantations. The prer&gatii-e, of the Crown of England, al-
ready so restricted and limited, that its further reduction,
;vould be viewed by those who feel an'interest in the sup-

port of established govemﬁsents with greater alarm than its

been contesied, a.xd is
A
founded upon, as well as sarfctxoned_b the law and practice

extention, has in this. pomt r-ev,

ac
-

of natwns. Under this brancb of thé premg

been done towards ex..ex:zdm.ur Brmsh mst'ltut la -~°, and
language, than coa¢ 28ts could have eﬁ”ected boundless for-
£sts have been transformed iato cultivated couniries; solztary
wastes have been filled with popuiation,.audrt‘le s?tlled and
social hébits of civiliz ed life have bﬁen subsmuaed for the

wild and wandexmg coudition of the savag

In 1670, the King of Greag Britain by Grant or .Ch;ar"ter,
esiablished a new coiény or plantation as had frequently been
done by his predecessors in the case of several of the colonies, |
now the U.nted States of America, This Grant was made
in fa.vor_of Prince Rupert, the Duke of Albermale, the Earl
of Craven, the Lords Arlington, Ashley, and many others,
who with their successors, were, by the Charter, eonstituzed
--a Company by the name of the “ Company c*‘ Adventw ers of

England trading into Hud:on's Bay?” The Tersritory -com-~

.Prehended in this grant to the £oripany ang their sucesssors

was
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was by the charter declared to be one of His_Maijest,y"s E‘:o.
lonies or Plantations in America, to be called “‘R'upert’s’? g
Laud.” This charter is draw.n with greater care and aceuras
ey than those by whiech many of the other Colonies in Ame;iq ~
ca were establised ; probably from the high interest felt in
the exalted characters in whose favour it was obtained. ‘By
this Grant which establiﬁhes a se?arate governmeut, all the
inferiorregalities and subordinate powers of legislation were
expressly vested.in the grantees, together alse with 2 rightr

of levying war and making peace.

The extent of the rights conweyed, and of the territory :
granted is not to be decided by the narrow rules of local or~
dinances, or those confined regulations of the municipal code,
whick apply to the termination of differences between indivi-
cual and individual ; but must be determined ty men; liberal
and comprehensive principles, by doetrines of more general
and extensive apnlication. Between individual and indivi-

£y

dual, length of possession might constitute Right, but be-
tween an individual and a Severeign, or between an indivi-
dual and 2 Coleny or Government, a claim founded only op

prescription’ could not exist.

The poeints v;hich scem of the present oceasion most des
gerving of consideratiop, are the exclusive trade and the li-
wits of the ifedsen’s Bay Territory. On the subject of the
Trade, come bave laid it dewn as a prineiple, ;cha'c the Crowa

cannot’
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fannot grant an exclusive nght of Traie, Wlﬁ’lOut the cor«
currence or confirmation of Parli ment. Dzﬁ'eren es of
opinion rarely arise with respect to these rules which are
entitled to the denowination of « pzi'nciples';" the most fres
guent subjeets of contest concern ozly their appiicatiim. But
on this position, dignified with the appp!latmﬂ of a¥ prmct-
ple,” it may be observed, that the only Jud*c:a} npmmn ever
given by English Courts on such a subject, declared a grant
of ‘exclusive trade by the crown'to be legal. This opinion,
it is true, was given by Chief Justice Jefferies, and may net,
therefore, be considered as entitled to such authority as opi-
nions dra\v;l from other sources might obtain ; but it must
here be remarked, and the observation will be conclusive
with réspect to the pre_tentiox;s of the Hudsons’ Bay Compa-
ny, even were the above meqtioned judiciai opinion edmnit
ted to be erruneous,~—that where a grant of soil is made at the
same time with a grant of exclusive trade, the right of the
,crowﬁ to confer the latter priviledge becomes rather & ques-
tion of curiosit y \than of utility ; because by the grant of the
soil al'me, the proprietor becomes legaliy entitled to exclude
all others from 2n7 endance upon, or- any e.:mbhshments
within it, If the King’s autherity shoul uot be considere

1o entitle him to probibit to any ix;ﬁi‘vidua}s the exercise of
‘any lawful occupation upon their ¢wn domains, because such
prohibition might be thought a restraiat upon their iiberty,

incompatible with tbe freedem of our laws, the royal pre- -
regative
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rogative unquestionably extends to the founding of Colonies
and Plantatiohs, and to the granting of Lands ané?Te;ri'toé

iés ; and upon every such exercise of the royal‘prerogat‘ive,
the right of .entéring jntb; or of remaining' within the limits
of the Gra_nt, is vested legally and,,solely ia the Grvantees, to
the esclusion of the other sui)jects of his Majesty, for wﬁomv‘ '
it would not be possible to carry on a trade in a.countri: ine

to which they were, neither entitled to enter nor remain, .

That part ;f the Hudsbns Bay Company’s Charter wEich._
conveys the grant of the trade and country, is in the words
following :—* We have given, gianteaj, and conﬁrmed;. and
“ by these presents for Qs and our heir.;. and successors, do
“ give, grant; and confirm, pato the said Governor and Co-m-» »
% pany, and their successors, the sole trade and commerce of
“ all those seas, strziigbts_, bays, rivers, lakes, cc:éeks, and
¢ sounds, in whatever latitude thef sball be, that lie within
% the entrance of the straights commonly called Hudson’s
¢ Straights, together with all the lands and territories upom
“ the countries, coasts, and- confires, of the seas, bays, lakes,
¢ rivers, creeks, and sounds aforesaid, that are not already

“ aétually poésessed by, or granted to any of our subjects, oF
% possessed by the subjects of any other Christian Prince or
& State ; with the fishing of all sorte of fish, whales, stdn-
K geon, and other royal fishes, in the seas, bays, inlet;, and
“ rivers, within the premises, and the fish therein taken to-

“ gether
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% gether with the royalty of the sea upon-the coasts, withia
% the limits aforesaid, and all the mines, royal as fwéﬂ disco- -
. vered as‘xvmt discovered, of gold, silver, gefns, and precio_nl ;
‘f stones, to be found or discovered within the territories,
& lil’nits,‘ and placéé aforesaid ; and that the same land be
“ from henceforth reckoned and reputed a5 one of our
“ PLANTATIONS o COLONIES in America, called
« RUPERT’S LAND; and further we do by these presents
« for us our heirs and suécesso}s, make; create, and cons/ti-
“ tute, the said ‘Governor and Company, f>r the time heing,
% and their successors, the irue ad absolute Lords and Pro;
e pnezors of the" sam" territory, ‘limits, and places, ané of"
« all other the premises, saving always the f.sxth allegmnce,
- ®%and sovexe:gn dominion due to us our heirs and succeszors,
« for the game: to have, hold, posses, and enjoy the said ter-
( & ritory, limits, and places, and all and singular other the
« premsises hereby granted as aforesaid, with the:r and every
% of their Rxghts, members, _]umdxctxons, prerogauves, roy-
% alties, and appurtena'uces whatsoever, to thzz: the saxd

“ Governor and Company and their Successors for ever.”

Here, then, we see a complete and‘perfect coneession of ali
right of soil in the territories described; and if all that con-
oerns exclusive trade and commerce in the foregoing citation.
had been expunged, the real effect of the charter would have
remained una]tere;i, and it would virteally have operated the
exclusion of strangers’ from the trade, until the grantees, or

their succeswrs, should bave transfersed: to others a right iz
: ' B , their
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their territory, without which. the means. of carrymw ‘cnd

wmmmce thers could net legally exist. S

‘ With respect to the _secoud point, the lim:ts of the Huds
son’s Bay territory, some have luid it dowb 2s a role, whicﬁ
they have also dignified with the name of & « prncxp]e,” t.hat
the king could not grant a tomtory, which at the ume of
the grant belonged to and was in the un"zstuued occupancy
of tbe su“-_;ects of another So»exe g, 1t won.d be useless to
make ary observatzons cn such a posntmn, unttl it'be shewn
bow it wiil apply to the territory granted in 1670 by the
Hudson s Bay Charter. It has mdeed been said, that the
terrxtory was claimed by Frapce; but it will notsurely be ia- 1
sisted that all thut has been claimed by Frarce, therefore be-

longed to Frasce, or was in its actual posleszion. [t hzs

‘been related that tws French Travel]érs, Mr. Radeszon and

De Grozellwrs, wese the first who apprmched Hudson’s Bay
by Land and after visiting the country, these perssns re- -~
tumed to France, v.n.‘l an acccunt cf iheir discoveries, which
were considered of so little estimation there, asto produce
no steps towards the occupation of the countrye .'F'inding
themselves and their enterprizes thus neglected in [’rance, it
js releted that these gentlemen travelled to x,r'oland w}.ete

their representations proved more eﬁ'eczud.l than tbey ‘had

‘ 'duue in their cwn country, and were the cause of anEVpedl-

tion being, fitred eut for Hudson’s Bay, under oge Gillam,

- who erected the first Fort in that country, and-gave occasien

to the Grant of the Hadsuas Bay Charler itself  Even if
this
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this. relation were perfectly. founded in fact, it ia-scarcely to -
‘be supp::sed that any one should be so desirous of extending -
Freach demination us to insinuate, that becauss two French
Gentlemen travelled thmugvh a ecustry, it ti.ersfore became -

the property of Fr_aﬁ'c e

But, in truth, a discussion of the right of the king to grant .

.a territory in the-occupation of the subjects of another Sover- |

eign;: would be perfectly idle, sincz if such a right under any

circumstances could be supposed to exist, it was not on ,ﬂ,nii

eccasion exerted. - The Charter, as appears from the extract .
already given, grants enly such of the lands ‘within the de-
fined limits as were not then, to wit, in 1670,  actually pvs-
« gessed I;y, or granted to English subjects, or possessed by the
e éuijech of any other Christian Prince or Siate In three
msdes therefore, Lut in three medes only, it may be shews,
that the tesritary to the south of Ifudson’s Bay has rot been
conveyed by the Charter. Oae is, that it was i 176%*pos-
.sessediby,or granted to English subjects ; & second is, ‘.balt‘
“it was possessed by the subjects of some otherstate ;and a
third is, that by fair a.nd!!egal interpretation, it coeld not be
comprehended within the limits of the Grant, It has never
heen pretended, and it cannot be asserted with truth, that
any part of the country in question was granted to or legally
possessed by any English .subjects prier to the date of the
Charter, The secord cavse of exception, to wit : the pos-
:sessi<;n of the subjects of some otber state is next to be con-
gidéred. In this case agin others of a similar nature, by the
B2 ' term
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term “ possessed,” an actual permanent and bona fde coeths -
pancy- must be understood to be mean, and not merely a-fies
tiﬁéns or emblematic possession, or a delay in transitu, op:a
trading journey'mj; a voyage of discovery. And the best his-
‘tories of the times, the sole authorities to which on such-a
subject we can refer for information entitled to credit, cons
tain no mention of any actual or permanent establishments,
or oceupants of land in 1670, or before that period within aa -
iramense:distance of any part of the tesritories ever claimed -
by the Hudson’s Bay Company. On the contrary, their
" garliest mentior éven of trading journies into these countries

8 of 4 date much subsequent to that of the Charter.

Tt is related by those who ‘are inclined to conteat the va-
Yidity of the Chaster, that a Beaver Company was formed
in Canada in 1630, who traded to the “énterior” for peltries,-
If the boundaries had been defined which circumseribe that
uncertain country alluded to, under the ambigv.oﬁs denomina-
tion of the * interior,” the statement would have been more
- tlearly understood 3 but i it be intended to import that the
Beaver Company formed in 31630 (a) ‘zraded~ into the Hud-
son’s Bay territories, the assertion would only be entitled to
ridiéule. Qusbec was taken by the English under 'I‘(‘.rk,.‘
commenly called Sir David Kirk, and the government of the
Colony wasin 1630, in th - hands of his brother Lewis Kirk,

and so rem_é.ined uniil 1632 when it was restored to France

by

( a) See the opinion of Messrs, Plgott, Sparkie, and Broughasi;
‘pnnted at the end of this publication,
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by the traaty of St, éerin‘ain# ). - At the time Quebet
surrendered to. Kirk: the number of the colomsts sc:srcely e
ceeded those of Red River at the period of their last expul-:
sion and: massacre by the North. West Company in:'i8:6,
.The colopists st Quebec, when Kirk appeared befure the
place were engaged in hostilities with-the Indiang, and, were
in extreme distréss for want of the absolute necessaries of -
life; so that the summons to surrender was hail'é;d as a ‘deli-
verance from famine aud dauger.: Under thege circumstan-
ces no pérson could hesitate as to the credit due to accounts
of their form‘ing Beaver Companies, and making establishe-

ments for trade in distant and urexplored regions.

That asscciations for the beaver trade were formed ia
Canada both before and after the year 1630, would, however;
be sufficiently probable, because the province was originally.
granted to a society of Merchants,‘band the. Commerce of
Peltries. was the earliest occupation of its inbabitants. But
were it granted that such asseciations did exist, what infér-
ence could be drawn from the corcession? Not surely that:
such associations had traders, and possessions in the territo-
ries comprehended by the Hudeon’s Bay Charter. It ap~
pears from the bistory of Father Charlevoix and Hennepin,.
whose inclination would bave certainly led them to give as
much extensicn 16 the progress of the scattered possessions:
of the French in North America as the truth wouvld war-
rant, that fOx' some years after the daie of the Chérter, the:

' Freneh

oo e

. (%) 8ee Mod. Univ, Hist. vol. 35, p. 423, 4.
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Freneh had no'established trading posts eves as far as Lakis: -

Superior, which is, £ar distant from any boundary ever asgign~~" -

ed to the Hudson’s Bay territories. The very yg'a_r;after
the charter, and probably in censequence of the ala?.*i!'gwhicb;
that measure excited, officers. were s nt fiom Quebec to
take a formaul or'k’ictitoa;s pessession .cf the country about,
Lake Superior, and to ' establish a corrzspondence with-the.

natives. -Until very many years after this, the French ne--

ver had any established possession in Iludson’s Bay, or on

anyiof the waters wkich run irto it. ual:ss that denomination.
be given to the emblematical possession usually takem by

seamen when new discovertes ure made, by planting a post’

and setting up the arms of the Soverdign ; but as has been -

already observea, the terms o{ibe charter imply actual occu.> -
pancy, and seem to have been lugerted expressly to exclade-

this species of fctitious pussessical”

From every soures, therefore; f.om which eredible anthor--
ity can be obtuined on thesubjeet, it is apparent, that ¢ the.

 poseessions of the sulijects of any other Christian Price-

“ or State at the Jate of th2 Charter,” cannet be urged to re—

duce the extent of the grant to the Hudson’s Bay Company.
And mo subsequent occupancy by any European subjects, if

such cccupancy kas existed, cat be considered to have divest<

ed the Tiudson’s Bay Comp;.ny cf any portion of their oris -

giral elaim ; because no express permission cr grat of any

goéémment has autborsed its subjects to kold lands in the

terrisories

PES
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feritories in question, while on the other hand, all establishi-
ments therein, except under the sanction of tke Compéfpy“,f
Bave been expressly probibited to Biitish and other s;xbjecta,

by various and repeated interdictions.

" The two first and ‘frivelons gmui‘m’s‘upén'whigh it bas
béen attempted to lessen the extent of the g're;'n"t to the Ilud-
son’s Bay Comyany hiving been suffcietlyexamined and
exposed, ‘it remaiis for us to.colxjx'si.d“er the actual limits of

' 'ihe CEartgr;-,—- : .
< With respect to these limits, we have attentively examin-
od the opinions ‘of ’M‘eésrs, "Pigott, Spankie, and Brougham, .
inserted at the .conclusion of this pnblication. Ther claims
o reputation, we doubt not, are founded upon greater speéi~

. imens.of _:;b'xliz , than any which are displayed upon the sub-
jectin queétiog. _They say that, « within the streights must
 mean, such a proximity to the streights, as would give the
* land ‘spcken of, a sort of affinity or relation to the
“ streights.” . 'We should really have been. graiiﬁéd, if these
gentlemen had been pleased to give us something more ex=

plic'it,-as to what constituted, in their opinion, ¢ 8 sort of a:fﬁ-“
nity or. relation” between lands and streights ; as-these aré

@ affinities and relations,” which alzhodgh referred to, n a

legal cpinion, are not perfectly intelligihle even bo legal
charecters on this side the Awautic, nor reducible, as fur g8

)

oul
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clmrlfeading“"gx"cehds to any statute measure, Are tbeée
“ gffinities ‘or relations™ she: meié creations of a luxtl’:ihbt‘“
fancy? - I so in whatever estimation, and thati# not a low
one, we» inafhold in their proper sphere, the flights of 1ma-
3inati£m, ihey are unworthy of a place in a legul opin'ion : but
if these “ affinities” bave a real existence, the Imms to‘ -
wlnch they extend, are capable of being deﬁned. Ovel‘ ’
‘what extent of ground then would thev reach ? \Vould, the
intervention of 2 mountais or a valley destroy them? are
.they 'dependent upon circemstances, or are they ﬁxed and
invatiaﬁg ? In the uncertainty as to what answer might be
givéﬁ, we are unfortunately reduced {o the necessity of '\in-
terpreting the Charter, not according to the new doetrines of
deat  affinities and relations” . but according to thie ancient
exercise of rational construction, and established precedent:
in similar cases. Messrs. Pigott, Spankie, and “Brmrgham,
also declare, that bsz the charter, * sucha boﬁnéafy must
¢ be implied, as is consistent with this view,” to wit ¢ ofaffis
"% pities and relations,” and with the objects “of a trading
“ Company; vot intending to found kingdoms and establish
¢ gtates, but to carry on fisheries,” end “ to traffic for the .
© & gequisition of Furs and Peltries, and other articles.” Do'
these learned gentlemen then forget, while in the: et of :eiz-
amining the Charter, that it establishes a ccleny, and constie
iutes 8 ggve_mme:lt ?  And that previously theremever had

. . : “been
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héen a Brmah colony founded in_America, to which an ex-
tent of territory was’ not given supenor to-that of many

atates .and kmgdoms in Europe ?

Let; as however qmt these commems, unworthy the app»L
latxon of legal opinions, by which our atteation has been for
a moment arrested, and proceed to the rauonal and legal ex-
amination of the limits of the Charter. This Charter con-
veys, “all the lands and terrltorxﬂs upon the countries, cousts,
« and confines, of the seas, bays, lekes, rivers, creeks and
¢ gounds, that lie within the entrance of Hudson’s Streights.”

’

It must, therefore appear ind}sputably evident,

1. Tha}: all the Rivers into which a vessel can sail from
Hudson’s Bay, fall under.the description of Rivers that lie -

within the entrance of Hudson’s Streights. -

2. That ag the grantis not limited to lands near'the ouths
of rivers, 'nor to any speclﬁe;i distance from the sea, it must
izclude the lands adjacent to t.he rivers, all the way from-
the mouth of each to its source, The course of sofne of
them is throach Iakes and the lakes and Lands gpon them

are expressly grantea by the Charxer.

3. That thére is pothing tolimit the grant to land adja~
cent to the maio stream of each rivers If we follow up one
of them from the Bay uatil it divides into two branclies, it °

& canyot
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cannot be maintained that one of these is a river lying with: _
in the entrancs of Hudson’s Streighs, end'that the other i§
not, The grant must therefore apply equaily to the iands
adjacent to all the subordinate branches ot the prineipal riv.
ers.  Those feeders which cannct be called riiers, will fall

under the denomination of creeks. S

- 4. The‘.t the grant is not limited to the land within any
specified distance back from the banks of the rivers, and that
it includes not only the lands upon the  coasts and con-
fines,” but also upon * the counsries * of the rivers,” a term
well understcod in America, as expressing the space
which is included ketweenr the differect branches of a river,
and to the waters of which that river forms the prihmpa,l
ou let ; in other words, that ii:- extends as far as the héight_
of land .which divides its waters for those of some other ri-
ver. Under this construction of the Charter, the lands there
deseribed are capable of being re;iuced te certainty and mea-
sure; without amy departure from the rules of reason and
precedent, in the interpretation of grants, which under any -

other corstruction wouid be impossitie.
' An.

¢ This word which is stated in the opinion of “Messrs. Pigott, Spankie,
and Brovgham, to have vecn transposed and to bave become gousesse,
is'in fact of importa -ee in the eonstruction of the grant, and bas been
placed with reclect propriety, where it has acquired the greatest force and
significaney insiead of being lost as 0 any peculiar meaning 3 which
would naye bewus the cass if placed whe:e tiese gentlemen have suggested.
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- An interpretation so close‘!y and perfectly consistent with,
ghe true, and only legal import of the terms of ‘Lhe grant,
must appear conclusive on the subject ; but if the general
opialon can b theught to give weight or confirmation ¢o the
deductions of reason, there is evidence, that at a period
‘when there was no interest to misrepresent the matter, sl
the country of which the waters rua into the Hudson’s Bay,
was éenerahy-considered as includ«d iz the Company’s Char.
ter. This may 5& il;ferred even from th: language of Mr.
"Dobbs, arid the other persons who joined with bim about the
year 1748 in a fruitless application to Parliament to set aside
the Charter.‘ It is alzo shewn from Jeffrey’s Maps, publishe
ed during the war of 1756, and by a passage in Carver’s
Travels, published soon after the >Peace of 1763, ia which
he describes the country about the Lake Winipic, Red River,
e, &ec. as within the ackhowledged limits of the Hudson’s
B:ay Company, and spezksof the Trade carried on there
from Canada as an ‘enc}oacbment, which under the peculiar
circumstances 6f the case, the Company was under the ne-

cessity of winking at, see p. 110, 2d Edit.

The same inference is supported by the negociations for
the treaty of Utrecht, 1 which the right of - the IIudson’s
Bay Company to the property of the country is evidently
understaod to be so exiensive with the rights of England to

the Sovereignty. Butaltho’ it was stipulated by the treaty
Ce ’ _of
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of Utrecht, that the boundary line between the Hudson;a‘,
- Bay Territories and Canada, and likewise between the othett ‘
French and English Colcnies in America, shou!‘d be deter-
.mined by Cominissieners to be appointed in virtue of. the -
Trzaty, and altho’ the parallel of 49A° seems to have peen
afterwards proposed as the boundary of the Company’s ter-
ﬁte!iss, probably from the supposition that it would include
zll the waters emptying into Hudson’s Bay; yet that pa-

tallel was never definitively agreed upon as the boundary,

_and the pretensions of the English and French governments

in that quarter, were gever finally aﬂjusted before the war
of 1766, The corquest of Canada, of course, established ‘thq»\
pretensions pieviously held by England; for a wictorious
pation, could rot be supposed toaccept as a cession from an
enemy, that which they had never previously acksowledged
to be theirs. The bpuﬁdaries' fixed by proclamation after
the Peact of 1768, for the English eolonies lying on t'be4
south of Canada, were the sime that England had contended for,

' bg'fo}er the war ; and it is clear, that- the same principle was
constdered as applicable to the Hudson’s Bay Territory also.
. This isevident from the inanney in which this territory is men~
tioned in the proclamation of 1768, concerning the boundary of.
the province of Quebec, and other colcnies, and particular-
ly concerning the territory reserved for the Indians, Itis,
certain that befors the war of 1756, the British Govern-
ment never acknowledged any part of the country lying on,
the waters rucning inte Hudson’s Bay to beléng to Canada:
Afd
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And if the French at any time after the date of the Charter
had assumed the oceugaacy of any pﬁrt of that country, of
which there is not the smalleat satisfactory ewdence, they
would have done uo more ‘there, than they are pos:tlvely age
certained ta have done in the British Colonies, now the Units
ad Stites, 1o the South of Canada, where they poséessed a
Jong line of furts ; and as the actual possession of the French

scath of Canada did not induce the Eaghsh Gevernment te

" glter the limits it had assigned to its celenies in that quarter,

sureﬁy the mere.ly imagigary posses_simﬁ ‘of the French
North of _Canada; coula not be any ground for altering or res
ducing the limits of thg English Colonics or Charters oll,
that side. _’

On the waters running into Hudson’s Béy, and within the
Yimits of the Hadson’s Bay Territories, according to the fore.
5{1jng and enly rational interpretation of the Charter the late
settle#ﬁent at Red River was situated, But s.o hostile i3 the
spirit felt by the destrayers of the colony, and their friends,
.against any English settlement in that quarter, that they
have of late advanced and supported the opinion, that Red
River, altho’ cotmprehended within the description given by
the Charter, };45‘ been by our treaties ceded to the United
States of America ; thus evincing a desire, that the district
in question, should rather be considered as belonging to 2

Foreign Power than hécome the seat of a British Colony,as
" forming part of the Hudson’s Bay Territoriess A disposis
fion to sac:ifice national interests or natiomal dignity, for the

attainment



f22]

uttainment of individual advantage, or the gratification of
personal rancour, is happily not common among Englishe.
men.  But, as such a disposition has been manifested by
"$0IGE persons ou this subject, it may not be impraper to con-
gider whether the opinion that Red River lies within any of
the boundaries of the United Btates, rests on any solid found-

ation,

Nothing can be more clear than that it was never
for; a moment, contemplated either by the British or by the
American government, that any of the Hudson’s Bay terrie
teries, or ény of the waters running into Hudson's Bay,
would bé included in the lines assigned as the boundaries
between the poscessions of Great Eritamn and those of the
Ueited States. The treaty concluded with America in
1794, cufficiently chews, that sﬁgh an idea never existed in
either government. By the third article of that treaty,
which permits the most perfect freedom of communrication
and intercourse between the subjects of both nations tkrcugh-
aut their respective dominions, an exception is made of the
gountry within the limits of the Hudson’s Béy Cempany, to
be ascertained, of course, in conformity to their Charter
from which the Americans are expressly excluded. The-
terms of the treaty concluded in 1783 with the United States,
agreeably to which by t;he,recentl treaty of 1814 the territo-
siel division between the two powers is to be made, shew
the expregs intention of both nations 10 have been, that tte
norihern boundary of the United States, should rot, in eny
part extend further rorth than the River St. Lawrence, of

tha
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- the lakes and streams which feed or fall into it. tis, how-
ever, unfortunately true, that & great part of the second ar®
ticle of the treaty of 1783, was drawn up in complste ignor-
ance of the geography of the country. It is so full of contras
dictions, that there is no possibility of laying out a line that
shall follow the article literally. In such a case, the only
fait mede of solving the difficulty, 1s by retufning to the prin-

ciple upon which the article was framed.

The object of the American negociators was, as appears

from their correspondence, to obtain a recognition of the

right of the United States to the western territory, as far as
the St. Lawrence: on the north, and the Mississipi on the
west. When this was agreed to by our government, it was

considered as an important couccssion ; 4and the Americae

Plenipotentiaries proceeded upan that concession as the pr‘m-v

ciple on which their boundary towards Canada after it had

us

struck the St. Lawrence, wus to be made out. Havin
brought the line from Nova Scotia . to the St. Lawrence,

they followed up the main Stream of that river, 1o what they

eonceived to be its principal source, and what was supposed

to approach the nearest to the source of the Mississippi. In
imzginary conformity to this intention, the second article of
the treaty of 1783, after having carried the line to Lzke

Superior, stipulates that it shall bz continued onwards thre’

the middle of certain water communication o1tk |
the middle of cert £ municaticns to the nortk

west point of the Lake of the Woods, and thence due west te

Lake

ul; sie fact, however, 1s, that the waters of the”
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Lake of the Woods fee& streams which fail into Hudson's
Bay, but have no communication with any waters which fail-
into Lake Superio.r; and 1t is also the fact, that a li8e drawn: .,
due west from the Lake of the Woods, would never reach

the Mississippi, which lies far to the scutk of such a he. -

“As far as Lake Superior, the description in the second
article of the tréaty is accurate, and consisient with the prin-.
ciple by which the boundary was to be determined ; and it
will be perfectly evideat that the article was framed throughe
out with intention to proceed on the sam; priaciple, if we
consider what was, at that time, the state of geographical ine

formation concerning the country west of Lake Superior.

The country had never been surveyed by men of science *
but from the vague and inaccurate descriptions of ignorant
¢ coureurs des bois,” maps had been eonstructed, which laid
down a large river running from the Lake of the Weods, and
falling iato Lake Superior, If there had been such a river,
there can be no doubt, from the body of waters contained 1o
the Lake of the Woods, that it would have been a much -
larger stream than any of the feeders of Lake Superior, It
was therefore most natural, that the negotiaiors should sup-
pose the Lake of the Woods to be the main source of the
St. Lawrecce ; at the same time this must bave appeared
to them the point at which the waters of the St. Lawrence
approached the nearest to the source of the ¥ississippi ; fos,
in-the same. incorrect Maps, the Mississippi is laid down ag’

 sising
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#sing four or five degrees of Latitude further riorth thaw it
does in fact; and as coring within a short distance of the

~

Liake of the Woods on the west,

The maps previously published and containing all these
errors, were, of course, in the hands of the negociators at
Puris in 1783.; and the confidence the},} reposed in these
maps, aloze accounts fo- the incensistencies involved in the
second article of their treaty, and affords the only plausible
explanation of their eaning. The description of the boun.
dary Lize westward from Lake Suéerior is thus reconeiled to
the gen;zral pﬁnciples upon which the rest of the line is laid
down ; while on any other supposition, the intenticn of the

Bégeciators would be absolately ineo.nprebensible.
] ¥ i

it had been understood i51783 (as it is now well known}
that the Lake of the Woods had no outlet inte Lake Sunerior,
for any comnexion with th= waters of the St Lawrence, the
principle on which the negocistora proceeded would have led
them to continse the boundary line from Lake Superior ug}
one of its largest feeders towards the souice of the Missi'ssip:
pi. The only river which answers this condition is the St.
Louis, which is the largest feeder of Lake Superior, and,
therefore, the true source of the St. Lawrence, and whith sp~
proaches within a very short distance of the Missigsipni neat
i'tsv sourcé, Following up the river Si. Louis fo. 50 or 60
-D . m.es
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miles, the course is nearly west from Lake Superior; above
this it deviates from that direction, forms a great bend, and
the rest of its course is from the north-easts Just at the
bend the river St. Louis is only about 25 or 30 miles from
the Mississippi ; here itis said.a small branch comes in from
the west, risin.g ina a little lake, from which a line due
west to the Mississippi, would hardly be ten or twelve miles
iz length, and would touch that river at a very moderate dis-
tance from its most northérly sources. No other line can .
be found so completely comformable to the principle adopt-
ed by the negociators in 1788, viz. that the St. Lawrence
should form the boundary of the United States on the north,

and the Mississippi on the west,

-

It has been argued, however, that sinie the letter of the
treaty of 1783, specified the Lake of the Woeds as a point of
thke boundary, the line must in one course or another be

brought to that lake.

This argument is altogether inconsistent with the princi-
pies of just reasoning., Tho® the Lake of the Woods be spe-
cified in the treaty of 1783, it is also specified that the line
from Lake Saperior is to be carried thither by the “ water
con:munication,” and it is likewise specified that one point
of the boundary is to be where the line drawn due west from
the Lake of the Woods, shall strike the Mississippi, Ag no
water communication exists, it is impossibie that the fize

ean be brought to the Lake of the Woods consistestly with

the



.21l

the letter of the treaty. And as the line stipulated to be
drawn due west could never strike the Mississippi, sucha
line would alse be a violation of the letter of the treaty whick
requires that the line shall reach that river. Since then,
the entire letter of the treaty cannot be followed, but a part
' only can be preserved, while the rest is rejected ; the sole
question is, what part shall be retained and what set aside :
a question which can only be determined by a referance to
the spirit of the treaty and the principle on which the nego-
ciators proceeded. That spiﬁt and that principle would re-
quire, that the St. Lawrence and its principal sources should
te the boundary line, entil that point should be reached at
which the sources of the St. Lawrence, and the Mississippi,
approach nearest to each other ; and that, from thence, the
shortest fine should be drawn that would intersect both, The
acquisition of Louisiana by the United States, could afford
no just ground of alteration in the boundaries of which we
have spoken. The bouadaries of the United States attempt-
€3 to be defined by the'treat_y of 1783, were intended to de-
termine the limits of territories situated on the east of the
Miississippl. With respect to any territsries subzequently
acquire& on the west of the Mississippi, such as Louisiana,

the rights of thz Dritish and Americun governments must

o

e measured by ascertalaing what were the rights of the
3penish government previcusly to their cessicn of Louisi
ana. [fhas-been orgued that as the U, States are now in pose
i sides of ths Mississippy, it has, tharefore, be-

De come
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. eome 2 matter of indifference whether the line to be drawa
~due west from the Lake of the Woods shall strike the Mis-
sissiypi, or not, as it may be cox.xtinued on indefinitely, even
vnt 1 it reach the Pacific Ocean, The British commission-
ers cannot, however, be supposed so willing to sacriﬁt;,e the
elaims of their government, as readily to agree, that the
line should be carried to the Lake of the Woods : a lake
whose name found its way into the treaty only through mu~
tual and eﬁident error, because, instead of following any
& water communication,” ‘as the treaty requires, the line

- must then cross the ridge of mountains which divide the wa-

ters.running inte Hudeen’s Bay, fro;n those runni’ng into" the

Atlantic Ocean,. and the Gulf of Mexico ; and because also,
in such case, Great Britain instead of possessing any terri-
fory at that point between the Hudson’s Bay limits and

ghose of the United States, which she unquestionably always

contemplated, would have ceded even 2 part of the Hudson's

Bay Territories. But even if the Br"xtisb Commissioners
could be supposed willing to carry their compliance to that

extent, yet, still it could not after such a sacrifice be presugie
ed, that the commissvior’\ers cculd carry their contempt of nae

tional digrity or naticnal interests co much farther as to a&-

it of any cther lin> being drawn from the Lake of the

Woods; than one which should Strike the Mississippi. If the

rights of the United Stetes in Louisiana were after this sa=

erificg
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erifice to be adjusted according to those possessed by Spaia
in that eountry, there would still be a very extersive and
delightful eountry, the table laad of North Amernica uniting
¢he advantages of the purest climate and the most producs
tive soil reserved to Great Britain between the Hudson’s Bay
territories and the porthera bpundary.of Louisiana 3 for the
Spaniards never had any Military possession beyond the Ila
iinois, and never carried on any trade with the natives fare
ther north than the Pawnees and the Mahas on the Missourie,
about Latitude 42° of 43°, while the British Traders have
long frequented all the countries on the upper parts of the
Mississippi and the Missourie. Where the limits of a coune
try have never been ascertained, the conquest-of the cezﬁigu-
ous and enc’rqaching' territorv may be justly considered as
establishing the bounds originally claimed by the victorious
nation ; as has already been observed, with respeet to the
limits of Canada and the lludson’s Bay territory. But
where between two powers, there ha':r: been no defined lis
tmits, and no conguests have def‘ermined the claims of either ;‘
the pretensions of both inight be fairly adjusted by lgying
down, as arule, thai the pricrity of right should be consider
ed as vested in each, to the recpective countries, which each
have either principa‘.lj cr cxclusively frequenied. If tiz-én,’

the establishmenss of the Spaniards west of the Mississippi,

even their mtercourse 23 tradars, has never been carried high-
er, while the whole comatry between those degrees, and the

ficdeons
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Hudson’s Bay limits has been long frequented by the British, ¢
On what ground can the Americans, the successors oﬁf‘y to’
rights derived from the Spaniards, claim 2all the country of
the Scivux, the Mandans, the Minitarees, and many other
nations on the upper branckes of the Misscurie ? The found-
atien of apy such claim yet remains to be shewn ; and unless
they can produce in support of it, some treaty Linding on the
British Goverament, it would be a verv gratuitous and pre-
posterous concession to admit such extensive boundaries to
their perchase ef Louisiana. [t is true, that if the line due
west from the Lake of the Weods, 5o often mentioned, were
2o be adopted as the boundary of Louisiarna oa the north, not
only the whole vast country on the upper branches of the
Missourie would be added to the United States, but alss 2
very considerable portion of the ‘Hudson’s Bay territories be-
yord the Lake of the Woods, even including 2 part of Red
River ; altho’ perkaps,. not the scite of the Jate s‘enieﬂlent.
i’mt, enough bas been said 1o show that the adoption of the
Tine due west from the Lake of the Woods, could be justified
by no rational or sound coastruction of the treaties between
Great Rritein and America, and, would be 2 culpable derelic-

iwn of the dignity and interests of the former,

Asitis only the northern bom\.a ry lize oi Louisiang
which bas any relation to ouzr present subiect, it would be
superflucus te eaguire inte its limite on the wezt, although
nothing cotld be more atsurd than the idea that Spuia ever
contermplated the cession of any territory on the Paclfic C.

cezn, vnder the name of Loulsiara,

The
e
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The treaty concluded between the English and Spanish
Governments, after the dispute about Nootka Sound, would
exclude such an interpretation ¢ and indeed, tiae pretentions
of the Americans so any territory west of th'e Rocky Moun-
tains, if suck should be advanced, bave not the slightest

plausibility.

The observations respecting boundaries are here brought
to a conclusion, and we trust it has been satisfactuiily
shewn to 2ll, except those who may desire the sappression
of, British establishments, that Red River is within the k-
mits of the Hudson Bay Charter, and that Great Brituin
kas not by amy treaty divested itself of that portion of her
dominions ; but is in fact, entitled to a territory even Ge-

yond the Hudsons Bay limits on the south.

The Hudson’s Bay Charter, amongst other Pprovisions,
expresély forbids all English subjects from entering with\oqt
licence or autherity, upon the territories of the Hudson’s Bay
Cnmpaﬁy. The Governor and Company oxﬂy, are empqw;
ered to grant.such authority, andon them also is conierred
the right of establisfxing castles, forufications, forts, garri-
sons, eolonies, plantations, towss, and \)illages, in sny
parts or places within the limits and bounds of their tarri-
tory ; together also with the right of sending §hips of wat,
men, or ammuniticn, to their colonies, fortifications, vr
piar.tations,‘ and of apgointing ga\;emors, cemmanders, and

oficers over them,
In
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* Ti the econd year of William and Mary, a private act of

“Parliament was passed, confirming, in every particular, the

Hudsen’s . Bay .Charter- 'i:or seven years s and because thig ’

Parhamentary configmation was limited to a certain number

‘of years, some have ridiculously inferred, that™ at the expi-

ration of that term, the charter ceased to be valid, A cone

clusion so absurd would sca.rce]y seem t0 reguire refutatxon 3
_mer could those who pretﬂnd to draw the inference,. have
beemgnora,nt, that if some of the rights conferred by the
Charter required the sanctmn of .Parliament, there were'cs
ther rignts conveyed by it, which required no such-sanction,
because they were within even da_g;_ limited prefogative of
the English crown, If at the end of the term, for whick

the act’'of William and* Mary was passed, such of the pro-

visions of the charter (if such could be found) as derived

therr eﬁicacy only from Parhamentarv _support, should be
considered meﬁ‘iczent 'stxll all the rights similar to those of
the charbers for former governments and plantations in Ame-
rica, *w1tb1_n the competency of the Crown to bestow, would
continue to subsist : and that they have contin‘ued‘ to subsist
is epparent, from their having been subsequently maintain-
ed, and repeatedl‘,"‘sanctiod-;:d by various treaties of peace,
and acts of Parliament, FEven the recent treafy of 17¢4,
between Great Britain and the United States, after stipulat-
ing that the subjeclts of each government should freely res
sorl to the territories of 'eiach other, and freely navigate ail
the lakes, rivers, and waters, of both countrieé, makes, a8
bas been already mentioned, an exception of the couniry

within
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E smbm tbe hmxts of the Hudson’s Bay Company, from which
,the Americans areexpressly. excluaed Iv will ‘hardly be ‘
adserted, that this solitary. exception was. made with a view
to favor the encroachments of an& uua;uvth'orised associatien,
éuqh as that which caused the settlers at Red River to be
: é%ﬁelléd in 1815 ; at;d after their return to t:,béif settiémeh"f,'
p_t;qcured their_massacre‘ in 1816, On ihél other hand; it
_mu'sé be evident, that the 'ex("e,.ptioh ‘was in’f%e!fded to sec;:re
tﬁe o‘peratu‘)h of the.E}py_al Charter, conferred upon the Hud-
Ebn;é' E;ay Cnmpa;iy, and to proteet it§_righfé, so often so-

iémnly'admit;gd by the English nation.

‘In various statutes, soriie of which are still in-force, the
‘ Parhament has shown a watchful regard to the. nghts of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and has sanctwned as to termory
:_md government, the validity of its charter - By the statute
of the iéth of His présenib Méjesty, eétabl'éshi:ig the limits
of the then newly acquired Province of Can&da; the Pariia= .
Amea;t of Great Britain has enacted, that it shall Le bc«unded‘
on the North by « ‘the“te‘rrvivxory granted to the Merchants,
“ Adventurers of Ergland trading to Hudson’s Bay,” a b:tin-_
dary which still subsists ﬁader the statate. If the g:ntlea
_ men, wbose leﬂgai opinion has been befere cited, had ad. ért»
efi to that law, they wculd probably havs tacught it pro: er
to refer to some lgés vague and uncertain rules of ﬁ:easureu

E . ment,
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. ' - v
ment, than the doctrines of “. affinities and felations be.
tween lands ‘and streights,” for the purpose of ascertaiting i

the extent of the Hudson’s Bay territories,

Hsvmg uotxced gome of the rights conferred upon the Hud-
gon’s Bay Company, and shewn the limits to which thexr
tesritory extenda, which vnll be found to be supponed by '
s‘bme of the observatious' océurri.nn incidantaﬁy 'hei'ea}ter';
we come now to consider the nghts of that assocxa.non 05.
persous known by the name of the Nonh West Company,
as 'well ‘in the Indian as in the Hl_ldson s Bay Tersitories,
Altho’ our knowledge of tl;at Csniv‘;/)gny i.s: qﬁite equal to it
rights, yet it is by no means co-extensive with its views and
_proceedings. But the limited inf‘armatién which bas been
given under oath on the latter topzcs, would induce zo desxre
for any mcreaqe of knowleage con»ermng them, 1f the mter-
ests of the camtiiumty did not requzre the disclosure of 3
crimes. BLt ‘when ‘tke operations of the .extermznatmg:
‘ s-p‘i.x"it of such company becorae transferred from fur ‘l)ea}‘ing..
animals, to béings of our own récé, an& s‘ugjects of cvurvéw‘n_-
country, it becomes the duiy of every individual to avail |
kimself cf all cbportunities to dbt 2in informatios, end brzrg

£ jLS».IC" these “ hunters whoee prev is man I”

PN

No legal sanction has ever Leen conferred @pon the North
West Cempuny; | nerhas it ever received even a tacit recogs

N niiiun
.
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aition by: any provision of 'fhe‘Legiélatﬁre. 1t ‘is only an"
u‘imu.thorised,.eothbinaﬁon of individeals, who were inducéd
by common inteeest, to unite about thirty years ago, in of-
der to avoi’d'the elxpenc'es,incident to'a compeition in trade;"
and who after their association, detérmiued at all hazards,
and:in defiance of justice, to exclude all his Majesty’s other -
subjects from any participation in ihe branch of Commerce
in'which they were engaged ; altho’ as far ag it was legal to
them, it was equally gpen to all. From the regular grada. -
tions of authority, the complete system of dependence and
subordmatxon, and from the perfect obedience and submais-
sion of the 1;fenors to the commands of their superiors, by |
whi‘ch ths congern is &iseinguished, it appears to appfoacﬁ
more .near!y~ to ehe character of & militery goveniment than
ong of any other descnpt:on. To promote their 1llegal

vzews, the members of tlns new assocxauoa extended them-

selves over a vast territary, and even accordm to thexr own
. .V .

’ accounts proeeeded to erect forts, 1 in various dlsmcts, whxch
were sxtuated as well in the -Ix_xdson s an, as ig the Indian

Terri tcrzea.

After time had given gome experience, and this pew or.
ganization had acéuired strength and \consistenby, measures’
were resorted to, to drive from the country all competifors
i3 trade, It is true, that,in the Hudson’s Bay - territories

Lg " this
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this mew association had m\right to remain at-all, end.tia .
Tight elsewhere s‘up:rior to other subjects. But-the situas +
tion » o_f ‘tbe ronnirjes wherein the North® West-;Company had..
etatl:shed themselves, was admirably talculaﬁéd to enablg .
the:x to exercize violence, and to secure impunity. - Theiy '
W« atan immense distanee frem any civilized governwent,

e: ary legal avthority. Their combination gave the_m a de- :
cided superiority of force over individual traders in ihose,_ .

regions,

The remoteness of their situation tﬁey knew weu)d détraét
much from the. in;efesi the comﬁlupity would éthexwise -
fee’, either to watch over their éohduct, or to resist theéir ope
preseionﬁl And from the samgﬂré‘motpx\iess of situatiou, their
pswer and inﬁugﬁcé could be exerted with much eftest, to
‘prevent the aiieﬁdauce of thle‘w’iweases who woyld be ree
g ired in amy casé_s of ccmplaihﬁ: or accusatidn agaiﬁst th_em.
Thas circumétar{cea, and with these advantages, they hegal;"
t> mclcst and commit depredaticns wpon the unasseciated bi
traders from Canaca, whom the Qrdspect of gain had al»l'ured;'

into th.e same regions.

]mmm;re;ble were the modes of intimidation and injury
sesorted teo—It will be sufficient to notice a few —In some
places where delay s might be expected te be most injurious,
these traders irequently found the perisges over which it was

necessary
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aeeessary for them to-travel, blocked up by numbers of tress; *
felted for the purpose of opposing an ‘obstacle to thair pro‘-‘
gness ln gonie i’ns’tahces the navigation of the smaller rivers
.wa_s obstiucgéd ina similar ménner. " At other p]aées,. tﬁeir
canoes, tbe‘principal vehicle as well for ‘the'transpoi'tation ;
of goods, as for Athei‘r‘oyvn eonveyancp; were r'désl;t‘oye‘d or’
_rendered unfit for service. Sqn?étim‘eé ‘on rising i tie morne
ing,-tuey, would find' tha!:‘ ige easks E&itainiﬁ@l.‘iqonrsior‘
their trade, had been‘ pie‘ré\ed”duri_ﬁg ’-the night, and that the .
contents had escaped ; a¢ other timés their packages of goods

were cut to pieces and thrown about the ground,

When the precaution and yigilance of these private tradé,
ers was so great, as to ianve ro. oppo;§unify for the commiss
sion of these acts unseen, recourse was had 4o .Qpén violence,
and they werg;assai]ed with such seperior force 2s to render
resistance unavailing. Their goods were destroyed, and even
their tents cut down, while thgir lives were also thfeaténed.
and in danger. If it be ssid that those wﬁo‘austained‘thehe;v-
injuries should have sought legal redress, it may be answer-
\ed, that the iminediate agents empioyed on these occasions,
were gererally such as possessed nathing, and remained for
‘years, and sometimes perpetually cut of the jurisdiction of

",any courts ; that it could not be expected, that the insti-

gators should give written inistructions to their agents, most

of
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ef ‘whom would be unable to read. And that,:t Would necem
sarily have been dlfﬁcult to trace out the orders given to tﬂe
gervauts by their empl_-oyers 5 altho™ it would have béen foliy :

. Qo.supiéoée, that those who could on g_heir own accounts ‘-hav'é :
no motive or 'mt&est in i'ujuring, would‘ﬁave acted :Wifhov;xé
the .msnganon of those who.had, and under whose coritfol*
they were : that it would be also dl’ﬁcult to procure w1tuesses
fmm so great a d!stance,~ even if no other obstacle ex1-=t°d
but that the dx '1cu1t5 was rendered almost. maurmountab e by :
the. ;r-ﬁuence and_power of the Company, wb;ch euablet!
them to de’er or prevent witnesses from a;,pearmg. On
same occasions, indeed, where after being emboldened bya
Iaz‘g exercise of - successfal tyrdm]y, some of the prmcxpal
Partmers io the coneern, at places‘ nearer the Jansdletmn of -
courts, neglected the ,usu'a‘.’*piecauti'on of vemploying,;s:ibqr-ﬂ
dizate ageunts, ‘agad becams.themselves actors gg) 'in' the pe}- :
soze! aggrescions-and destruction of praperty, the sufferers
jxstitated actions at ‘Mentresl, for the recovery of damage‘s; :
é;zd after. great deI&Js and‘ expences, the most successful ob:
taired judgment for the bare loss'sustained,. But the anxie-.
ty endured, the prospects blasted, and the personél danger
incusred, rema.in.e_d without compsnsation or equivaleat,
The success z'net with by the sufferers in'their appeal to law,’

could

T Y

¢«) Cue of thire was a brother of William MeGillivray, the prineipal
io the prosent concerns . .
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eould not be cob*xdered of ‘8. nature to encourage. either thenie
selves or: otl*c[s to attempt -any:further trade’ to tbe In(,izan
Country, - The ’_;Nofrth {Weet Comgany, and their agents,'
having,. therefore, by a system ef violence and.jtérrox;, s4C.
ceeded inexcluding the rest of his Majesty’s Canadiat subs
jeé:ts from any participatiou in the trade of e_itensiye coup~
tries, - peglected no measures which they thonght likely. to
secure.“the eontinnance of the dominion. they had usurpeds
Theyliéléated,:their forts. ani trading. posts over a wider
range of: tevrritor‘y, and establised a mo_'re,ﬁespotic rule, than '
tould be found to exist even in any Asiatic governments
“The situations-chosen for their posts were ‘geuefglly sach
asjaﬁ'ordec'i the best prospect of preserving the duminion of
thie country ; such, of course, asa military government would
have selected, The poliey ‘of the Compaay réquires the
shew of a large force. The permanence of the sovereigaty
thkey have assumed, ‘may also be considered ds ‘depsundent
upon it, Vst cumbers of se’rvauté known uader the name
of engagbs, - are therefore’ employed in the concern. The
wages:of ‘these servants, if they were actualiy"paiﬁ, would
ke’ more than sufficient to absorb the piofits of the trade;
A more a‘d‘vantageous- msde of discharging the wages, than
aetaal payment, is, thersfore, adopted. The vi?:es of ?.’nefr'
ssrvén‘:s are encouragad by‘evﬁry incertive, and form @ subs

e
._:L\,‘:&’
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ject of gainful and degrading speculation, to which, no pds
rallel can be found. *'The servants are easily induced to rlz.':

in debt ; their propensity. for liquor is strong, and to be with-

* vut one or miore favorites-amongst the women, who are al-

» 'ways‘ to be found about the establishrirents of - the Nortk

West, would be represented as a want of spirit. Wbate,ver" ,
is purchased, must be takenat such advance upon its oi‘iéin‘.‘
al value, as the cupidity of the master induces him fo.des
mand. (@) A transitory indn!gen,ce” in liquor, and the par-

chase of a few articles for the gratification of a mistress,

" ight absorb-the wages of yeais, and what is always desired

by bis employers, might load the servant with a debt from
which he would afterwards be unable to extricate himself, -
£ the debtor should be desirous of returning to his family
and friends at‘the expiration of the term of his engagement,
it has not been unusual, where ‘his Jeparture did not suit the -
‘conveuience of the company, to cause him. to be put in i:r_oue;',
“UF to be cast into some loathsome place of confinement, ux;til
bis suff2rings iuduced him-to consent to a tenéwal of his ;nf
gagement, In such modes the servants of the Company,
altho® they engaged in Canada at high nominal wages, are
reduced, after the lapse of many years, tva statekof greater

wretchedness, and more deplorable pdverty than when they
first

(a) Sometimes at an advance of one thousand per cent, upon its Mon-
treal price. / v
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first entered the service. And it is customary for the Com.
.pany, toexactof those whom they allow to quit their se;;-
vice and return to Canada, acknowledgments for consxdléra-.
‘ble sums of lilol'ley_, by which means the servants are‘de‘tain-
ed in perpetual _bondaée, even after their servitude bas no-
minally ceased ; and their former masters possess the power
of -pumishing them, if their disclosures or tleir conduct
-shople give offence to,the'Con'zpa‘ny.\. . From practices such
28 these, the proﬁts of the Non,h_ West Company have been
accumulated, and tn"eir conduct t"or a series of years has es-
caped the expesure; disgrace,. and punishment it merited ;-
but it cannot be supposed that that Company would have
~ possessed - either the means or the audacity to carry on so
vile and degrading a trafic, or to l\iave cauged the cumm{s- 3
sion of the many enormities that have taken place, if they
_ had not been successful in expelling and excluding from tl?e.
coumtry they frequeat, :‘a.ll c\:pmpetitoi;s_ amongst their Canp-

dien fellow subjects.

By what has preceded, it appears, that the attention of the
North West Company is not confined to the transport of
goods to the place of sale or barter, aud to their .pll‘oﬁtable
disposal or exchange, when they have reached their destinas
tion ; but what is a phenomenon m trade, an army of vonsus

mers must be transportzd along with the articles of traffic,
F and
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and these new ‘militauts must receive a new education in the
North West, and bs trained for scme time to - debauchery,’
before they can be. it for the commerce in which they are
engaged. A rumerous body of y;mr'xg arnd vigorous men of:
ten of religious principles, and ofsober and industrious hab-
its, are thus annually withdrawn from the beneficial pursuits
of agriculture (o the baneful trade of the North West. ~ As
they are not used as servants merely, but are wanted besides -
in the double capacity of mulitery forces against their fellow
subjects, and consumers cf the merchandize of their employ-
€rs, the numbers engaged exceed by many times what would
Le neéessary, if the trade were conducted ¢ principles of lio-
nesty and decency : And the luss of such aumbers from &
country so unimproved, and a-populatien so deficient as that of
Canada, cannot but be severely felt. But the diminution of the
pcpulaiion of the'éou‘ntry is ot the greatest evil ; because to in-
duce the éngagés to'become profitable customers their emplo.év
ers must, as.we have Lefore remarked, be at great pains to cor=' )
rupt their morals, and to iutreduce habits of vice and proﬁigafe
expenditure amonést them. And those who are permitted to
return o Canada, g’enér‘ally return with brcken censtitutions;
savage manners, and depraved and dengerous principles, evils
which are not confined to themselves but which they soon -
troduce and extend amongst the lower classes. Should any
eng-gé possess sufficient firmness to resistthe united influence

of
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of precept‘aﬁd example, and to pe:severein a course of sobiie-
ty and economwy, he would have to encounter the severity of
his masters, and would probably be sent to distant-posts,
where such difficulties and dangers would await him, a8
would - speedily rid his employers of an unprofitable servant,
or if. notwithstanding his contumacy, he were trezied with
extreme 1ndulgence, he would be dismissed the North West
Company’s service as a ¢ scoundrel, who wauld not spead his

wages.” (a)

~ If. military subordination, esplrz't de corps, and peréo#a!
~ bravery be ‘noﬁ deficient, the more vic ious and depraved the
servant is, the more useful he will be generally considered,
because he is the fittest tool for the com'missiun of eny erine
that may promote the intereets of the Company, The com:
xmsszon of one crime mns? produce furiber submeission on the
part of the engage, because should ohedience to orders be
refused, his employers can cause bim to be brought to
pgnisbment fer bis former offence. As bis wages, accerd-
ing to t.ht}’ systexh adcpted, have been swallowed up in the
advance upon the goods, of which he is tricked into the pu;r~
chase, the chaing by which he is bound are rendered indissg- -

huble by his poverty.

" On one side tkerefore, to the submission of the poor and

Fe unlertered

(a) Tiestatements we Lave given are drawn Jrom the accouss- of
persons who have Letetoiore belenged (o the North West Com .pany,
aud cananot therefure be suspected of exaggeration,
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un!etter;d servaat, is added, the dependence of the debter, .
«and the subjection of the crimifal ; and on the other side to .
the dominion of the master is united the 'poﬁer of the cres
ditor, and the authority of the magistrate. This threefold
dependence; and thiis thrice rivited éuthority, produce that
-pe'rf;eét subprdination and unlimited obediénce, which bave of
: ten bee;: di‘r-eeted‘even to the commission of murders ; towards
.w}iiéh-, excupt it be for the timely interposition of govérns

ment, th’ey are not unlikely to be again directed.

Many of the servants who are employed by the N. West
Company are frequen_tly desirous of passing their iivgs in somce
of the more fruitful, countries frequented by them. And-to a
few of these the Co;xapany graciously vouchsafe permission

’('fer no one is ail’owed to remain there without their Acolnsent)
10 continue in the country after their time of ‘serv1ce has
expired, on condition, that like obedient subjests, they hold
them:elves in readiness to render aid te the Company, if their
exigencies shoald require it ; and that they give no succour
or assistacee to any who resort to the Country urconrected
with the' North ‘West Compaty. These favoured few are
distingushed bj the appellation of the ¢ free Canadians,” a
designation to which irdeed they bave no real elaim, but
which seems intended to conwast their situation with the'
eore distressed and slavish staie of those of their couatryv

n, whom phe North West Company still retainin perfect

segvitude.
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servitude These free Canadians aré however'very fewia
number, andkthe‘ dread of -‘the power of their “former- miag-
tersis a feeling which quits them but ‘with life. -

:I‘bey are not petmiited to become Agricu_l{t/urists.,._ becausge
an ag:icultural settlement would not be coné‘lstén‘f with the
views of the North West Company, as it might tefd to let-
gen their tyrannical authority, by aﬂording to their engagés
a refuge to which they could retire from oppressiop, and
which ‘conld afford them repose and plenty in the decline of
Tife,

Thg?_'f.;ee Canadians form 4too insigniﬁcalit and dependent
8 proportion of the pupulatiqn to acquire any inéqeuce. Exf
clusive of ¢kese the /permanent pépulatioﬁz of . the countries -
over which the North West Compary have assumed the sue
pree control, may be divided into two classes; the native
Indians, who compese the only numerous and im{.sortan_t par - )
 of it, and the ¢ beis brulés,” or ¢ metifs ;” appellations whif:h
are given to the spurig;i_:s offspring of the pariners, clerks
and servants of the ‘company. These last are designations
caiculated for disguise, by which persons gnacquainted with
the ciem\i-chzistian origin of the “ bois brules” might be ine
duced to suppose that they were some powerful Indian nation.
The fact is, Fowever, that meny of these have feceived -
from the landuble care of their parents the rudiments of _

© edocation,
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education, can vead, write, and keep accounts, and are em-
ploged as clerks by the North West Company, A lar’ge‘
proportion of the others whose education has beenless ateen:

ded to, are employed as servants of the same Comyany. (e}

It has been advanced.en behalf of the North West Come
pany, tiz,at the countries they have appropriated fo them-
selves were fréquented by predecessors in the India,n Trade ;
and of consequence that a kind of prescriptive right must be
considered to vest in themselves, Nothing could certainly "
be more weak than an attempt to justify their occupation and
govereiguty over immense territories by so ridiculous a pre-
text. In the first place it would become them to prove in
what manner those whom they style their predecessors trans-
ferred their rights to them. On this subject they have no-
thing to show, and it wouli be found upon examination, that
the oécupation of the North West Compauv, without a sha-
dow of peculiar privilege, is founded on the forcible and ille-
gal exclusion cf their Canadian fellow subjects from any par-
ticipation in the fur trade. This does not bear the appear-
ance of deriving legal titles from: the claims of their prede-
cessors. There is mot a single fort or trading post belong-

ing

(a) We do not we'l understand how some of the North West partners,
who ascribe the chief guilt of the late horrible transactions to the
¢ bois brulés” can reconcile such an imrutation to the feelings of pa-
rents. Would it not have been more consistent with parenial tendere
ness to have exclaimed with the warmth of Roman affection, “ 12!
me ! adum qui f2ui, in me convertite ferrum,
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ing to the North West Company in the Hud:on’s Bay terii-
tories, except those built by the North West Company them-

seives, and not by any of their predecessors,

But how did their predecessors acquire rights; and if
they had occupied the foria and tracing posts now in the
possession of the orth West Company, on what authority
could they re-iy to eapport their occupation ? By the Hud-
son’s Bay charter, all British sub_]ects are expreesly charg-
ed and commdnded “ that none of them do directly or indi-
 rectly, visit, aunt, frequenst or trade, traffic or adven-
“ ture into, or from any of the said territories, limits os
¢ .places thereby granted, or any or either of them, other"
“ than the said Governor and Company of | Hudson’s Bay,.
¢ their agents, factors, and assigns, unless it be by the li-
¢ cence and agreement of the said Governor and Company,

% in writing first had and cbtained.”

By the .treaty of Utrecht, whose provisions in this pani-. .
cular are confirmed by subsequent treaties, it is stipulated
that all of the subjects of France who might be established .

in the Iudsor’s Bay ternitories should be withdrawn.

Upon the conquest of Canada, bit, Majesty, by his pro-
clamation of 1763, before alluded to, after reserving under
his sovereignty and protection, for the benefit of the Indian

natives,
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nati‘vgs, 2l the Jands and territories not wecluded within the
limits of Quebec, East Florida, and West Florida, or wjth.
in the limits of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and after ex=
pressly prohibiting all his subjects from seating »tﬁemselves
even on Indian Lapds, beyond the limits of these countries, -
wit%zout authority from government, ¢ éirictly enjoins and
¢ requires all'persons whatscever, who hiave wilfully a:\ld in~
@ adv'e"r:entlj" (whichimperts without a legal title) “ seated
¢ themseives upon any lands within the countries | above de-
“ s&:iﬁed, or upon any other iands, which not having been ce-
o ded to or purchased by his Ma.;evcy, are still reserved
“ to the said Ind‘ars as af‘sresald, F ORTHWITH TO
« REMOVE THEM§ELVES FROM SUCH SETTLE-
“ MENTS", TItis plain therefore, that if any predecessors
of ;‘.hg Nortb West Company wv_en:e ever t0 kave been found |
in ihe Hudson"’s Bay territories, ‘they must have b_gén tres-
pussers, aad could have transferred no legal right to others :
-but these pretended predecessors since {lie conquest have
been none other than merely transient persins or traders
: movnw from place to piace, withcut any permarent establish-

ments. : o

The {eundation f prescriptive right between individual and
irdividual is the presumption, that the actual possessor lzds,,.
field a title, 2ltho’ it cannot from some caéiaalr.y be produced
iz support of his possession,  DBut no such presumption could

exist
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‘existin the present case, or between an individual and & go-
vernment, be.'cause the original grants being public do.cur
ments; must be\always‘ supposed to be preserved : but the ex-
istence-of any such grants in f?vor cf the Morth- West éoxm

' pany has never been even pretended.

If then the No;tﬁ West Company could even show in sup-
port of their_ cléim to the forts and pessessions they hold, &
transfer of imaginary rights from the.i-'r alledged predecessors,
_ whose shades they pow vainly invoke to their assistance, ”
still it could avail them _nothing, because no claim, unless.
derived from the Sovereign ;_)f Fracce or of England, or
from the Governor and Company of the Hudson’s Bay,
could be under. any circumsiances, esteemed of any v‘alidi'ty.
But the supposition is idle, the North’ West Company have

no transfer of rights, and no claims of territory.

The robust title of occupancsf, assumed in darng vielation
of justice, and in contempt of repeated-prohibitions contained
in Royal charsters, proclamations, statutes, and 'tréat‘ies' of
peace, is the only pretension they can advence ; and itis a
pew doctrine of that unlicensed and bbtrusive race, thata

violation of the Taws can confer a titles .

The occupation even-of the Indian lands beyond the li

T : ., G mits
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mits of the Hudson’s Bay territories is; a3 we have seen, pds.
hibit;d by proclamation, and yet the North - West Compaé-:
‘ny, as we bave before reinarked, have not enly seated thems.
gelves uponi those lands, but also upon lands in the Hudson’s.
Ba'y Terr'tories, and have erected trading posts and -forji.
in each. Itis the peculiar grovince of government to ine
quire into the invasion of any of its rights; but yet asindi;
viduals, it was impossible that we could bear the forts of
. any ‘unlicensed association of daring adventurers spoken of,
without feelings of surprise, indigaation and alarm. Sur~
prise, that the couduct of its subjects sheuld not bave excite
ed inquiry on the pért of government, indignation at this
pfe’sumptuou? and lawless assumption of the pxi;riledges' of
Royeity, and alarm at.the extensive and dazgerous oppres-
gion and tyrénnx v:vh'ich it might enable subjects, if traitor> ~
ously dispoted, to exercise. The right of building forts and
pleces of strengt}), belongs not to subjects. (2) The sole
and entire prerogative as well of erecting as of manning and
governivg them, appertaios to his Majesty, and to those
whom ‘he shall invest with his Rby_al authority for that pure
pose. This authority as we have before seen, has been con-

ferred

\

(a) See Stat 13 Car, 2, 1,6, 2 inst. 30, & Black. Com. Sir Edward
Coke éays, that no- subject can build a ecati€, or house of strength em~
battled, or plare defensible, withcut licence from the King, by reason of
the danger which might ensue if every man &t his pleasure could do it,
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férred by their charter upon the Governor and "Cdmpa‘ny.'djf _
the Hudson’s Bay territories. But the North West Compa-
6y, in the plenitude of their power, have thovght fit to exere
gisé this branch as well as others of the R(oya.l'premgaci@,
of théir o rperé motion, and independently of any sancticn
from their ;overeign.. It therefore becomes a matter of
gome importance, as well as interest, to ascertain with what
views they have thus taken military po:session of a comntry
in which they were prohibited all permanent 'estabiishmenta', ‘
and to learn whether their foris in the Indizn, asweil’ as
Hudson's Buay territories, are maintaised not merely as trad-
iug places, but as places of refuge or peints of union to thuse
ferocious bunt>rs, who oceasionally sally out fo destroy dee
fenceless settlements, and to butcher ar expel inoffensive' ine
hab'tants. The sequel will ‘unbappily show, that they bhave
been irequently and fatally employed for the latter purposes.
It would, therefere, ssem, that the only step beﬁtt ing the
dignity and security of government, would be to dlvest them
of the possessions they bave illegally assumed, and of the
forts and establishments by which they are enabled to des-
pise the administration of the laws and the anthority of the
sovereign ; and to exclude them from any further interct')urse.
with that country, until they shall have exculpated them-.
selves from all imputations of a'géncy, or encouragement in
the crimes whi(;h\have been committed. If a par¢of the

G2 " members
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membé‘fs‘_\ of the Nc:r,th‘v ‘West Company should succeed in.
. proving tﬁemselvea to have been neither the Agents nor
fromoters of | the destruction of British settlements, as hn-‘
manity wauld mduce us to hope, they ouglit not, even in' thag
case to be allowed to renew their trade in' the Indian Coun-
try, except by 'the special licence of Go_vernmeut. By the
proc_lafnation of 1763. the trade with the Indians, in the In-
dian territories (not,i.n those of the Hudson’s Bay) is tﬁrown
open to oll British ISuly'ecis, upon ‘the express cendition of
their obtaining previously a licence, for that purpose ; althe’
tnéy are at the same time prohibited f(c;m erecting buildings,
or making aﬁy permanent establizhments in the countries in
which they are permitted te trade. (@) If, therefore,: we

- -~ were

N

(a) The North West Company have never obtained any licences, but
even if they had done so, such a precaution would Lave been by no means
the only one which it would Lave been proper for our government to
Lave taken to prevent abus. in their intercourse with the Indians. The,
French government of Canada, and it ought to be mentioned to its honor,
was far more attentive to prevent injury to the primitive inhabitants of
the country, than the English have ever been. Not only was all trade
with the Indians prohibited except by licences, hutipriests were always:
sent as missionaries, who overlooked the practices of the licensed traders ;
and if their conduet, by the undue iniroduction of liquors, or in any other .
mode, became prejudicial to the health or morals of the naiives, a repre-
sentation was made by the missionary, in consequence of which, the of-
fending trader was deprived of his licence. “Even now by the laws of
Canada, whoever shall sell-spiritaous lignors to the Indians residing in
this Province, will be liable toa pecuniary penalty. And jet, (strange
inconsisteney) the North West Company are allowed to carry any quane
tity of those spirits, that go under the denomination of high wines, or any

other
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were to admit o great an absurdity as that, every menfiber
of the North West Company was untainted with gu'ilt,mthve '
preli\minary measure of exclusion and the-subseqﬁent adop-
 tionof licences, -could not be justly considered a ha rdship.
For lf any have been in the pracnce of exercxsmg ptohxbxted
employments, or occupying ‘forbidden ground there cai be
no wrong or hardshq: in reducing them under the operatmn
of the law. And ina case like the ﬁrésént, wéere unﬂue in.
ﬂt_xehce,,always dangerous to authoﬁtj, méj be, and has been
exerted with such fatal ‘eﬂ'ect s where the facilities aud itémp-
tations to the commission of nnmes, and the dzﬂ"cultxes “of
lecral detection are so great, it is becom ng the paternal care
of governmeut to watch over the wandermgs of its subjects, ,
and to preserve them all within the reach of its pmt._ectmg

or avenging arm.

[t is an old observation, that the govémmgnt which pro-
tects unlicenced traders, is bound by every call of duty to see
whether a continuance of their trade will be beaeficial or in;

- " jurioys :

other deleterions distillation, to the Indians of the North without any res-
triction. These iadians are often kept in'the forts of the Worth West
Company in a state of intozication, until they are deprived of all they
possess. An artempt was made some years ago in London by the Hud-
son’s Bay Compuay, towut some restraint upon the trade in iiquors with
the Indians, Lut saveral persous agsociated with the North Wes t Compa-
1Y 50 strenuciisly oopozed the measure at the meeting, that no alteratics
was effected. ’
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jurions : and the utmost that should be granted to.privati
intérest, would be a neutral trade. by which. the: coﬁnt’ry‘
eculd not be injured, tho it might unot be bencfited : and: by
which the established claims of othe:s might not be invaded:

The North West‘ Company themselves have indéed b‘t‘:‘én-‘
in tixe habit of representing their coacern as ésseliz'iaily :;né' )
tfibutilsg to the general welfure of Britain ; ‘possibl.y in the..
expectation that their crimes might be overlooked in consi-
d.e!%ation of the great advantages they \pretgnded toN;onfe/r. )
But this favorable opinion has not extended to others ace
quainted wjnth ‘th.eir system ‘qf proceedinps, the most charitas
bly disposed of whom are of opinion, that if the claims of the
Company to reputatioﬁ shouls be founded only un the bencfits
they have conferred, it w’oinld not be within the compass of

human means to save them from infamy.

“The North West Company séems, however, on some 06e
\aasions to bave set forth its pretensions with far more arrgs
gance than has been;iusﬁ mentioned ; for a publication w"as
once btdugbt under our observation, from vwhich it might be
inferred, however absurd the opin'on may appear w0 the un-
derstandiags of all unéonnéeted with the company, that the
power and prosperity of the British Eu;‘pn'e were dependent
upon the North Weet trade from Canada.
~ . i
For interested. parties to proportion their estimation of
| ) © any
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any cbject to its real imiportance, seems a task of hhcnﬁamonvf .
difficulty, if we are allowed to pronounce any fhing diﬁiculff
in which. few . attempts have succeeded, The warmth of
friendship “or the zeal of interest, may be so icjudicious, as
to attempt to confer influence and distinction where no weight
or-horor is deserved, and to represent what greaily concerns
the few, as highly important to the many. But the heat of
imagination bestows ideal consequence to no purpose,—
Those whe are uninterested are not likely to be imposed

uproa.

In the publication last alluded to, the writer informed us
that one of the conditiors withont which the Canadas could
not-be effectually defended, was, “ the friendship of the »
western Iadians.” He afterwards assured us that 8 « direct_
trads from Canada by Brtish trade:s” (which of course must
mean only the North West Cortpany, as they have 'exéluded_'
all o:thers,) “ was eseential tq the preservation of Indian at-
téchment aad friendship 3 and, at the conclusion of his dis

sertation he says, ¢ that the question about the Canadasg caus,

LY

¢ _no£ safely be insulated. That their l‘oss‘, therefore, would
% bring about that of Nova Scotia and New-Brunswick &
¢ that their loss would lead to that of Newfonndland,‘ and
¢.all the British transatlantic Fisheries, and finally that the
% Weat India Islands must follow ; as fhey could not be
“ supported and defended after the British North American

¢ Colonies,
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“ Colonies, Newfoundland, and ' the " Ficheries, were gomes:
% 'Then farewell to our maritime greatness.and: power, The
& heart “sickens at :Tthe‘come'mplation of ‘the possible addi--
 tional ruin éoné’equent upon such a state of things.”: :T‘o
gum up all in fewer words, dnd, leaving out the intermediate
gradations, to come at once to the splendii result, the North’
West trade from Canada-is essential to the maritime great-
xﬁss and power of Britain, perhaps to its existence as an in-
' dependent qatiou.

’ s )
“ WHAT GREAT EVENTS ARISE FROM TRIVIAL THINGS}”

.A discovery which none of our g;eatést p'oﬁticians ﬁad
been enabled -to méke, however profound their 5uvestigation,
and, however mmute their researches, is here gwen to the
public . "The combination of causes, on wmch the power of
the Queen of the Isles depends, is here disclgsed. The ]e.tent
sources of Enghsh greamess are here laid open to the ‘asto-
nished eye 3 and we see the fmmtams, nsmg in weakness,
fovrm at first the humble stream, whose waters gétherihg
strength and increase as they rell along, beco‘me at iexigtiﬁ
the magnificent and resistless flood, which pous ever balf

the gloke the riches and influence of Britain,

After recovering from the emotions of surprize into which
the very extrasrdirary discoveries this writer had thrown
as, we were led, as soon as we eould reduce our ideas to the

lewel
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Ievel of.cmﬁmon-cousidérationa, to enguire what was the ex.
tént to which the minufactures of the Mbther Country, vqé.ra'
immediately benefited by the trade of the Norih West Coms
pary. Qur ideas of its i'mportaﬁcé suiféréd material dimi:uw
tion -upon finding that t.l}zﬁe amouat of its.#nnual"iﬁxportafian :
of British manufactures was»onlvy about £30,000 ; an smount
inferior to the importauons of many unassociated individus

als. - -

It wounld be readily conceded, ti:at it would be desirable to
preserve the friendship and attachment of the Indians from
motives of humenity; 'é,nd with a view to ameliorate the con=»
dition of this portion of our fellow beiugse But that the
Canadas should be held by so insecure a tenure, as the- dura~
tion of the fickle friendship of this salv;xge race, dvbuld be a
preposterous supposition. Still more ridicﬁlous would be the
op i on, that the preservatlon of the Canadzs, however great
the advantages which may be denved from them, are of

wital infportance to the mother country. But of whatever
consequence they may be, it might be reasonably doubted
whether exciting the savages to war in our defence would be
Jjustifiable, - Durmg the late war, the grea ter part of the In-
_dian nations were fghtmg their own battles, and prosecute
ing hostlhues of earlier date than those between Great Bri-

tain and the United States. - They were not involved in wat

i by
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%y our policy, but being airgady engaged in it, might-indeed:
bave been led to greater-efforts and longer -perseverax_xée{q
when they found that the English were forced into the cons
test. The Englieh did ;npt merit the imputation of inducing
savage tribes {o arm ;he;mgelves’ for the commission of bar<.
barities against their -christian _bre_thxgﬁ. .Such’ a course.
would be peither corsistent w'ith the ﬂiguiiy qén; the princi.

ples of humanity for which the nation is distinguished,

. The friendship of the Indians which an enlightened and a
virtuous race ought rather to desire, with a view of conferr-_

ing thau of receiving advantages, would be far more peneﬁ~

-c_ia! to us, qﬁd much ‘more likely to be preserved and en-

cg‘eased, were the interccurse which is permitted with them,

cont_luctgd on principles of honest:} and justice.~ From the:

‘manner in which the trade of the North West Company is

carried on, the natives ave subjected to continua? and griev-
ous oppressions and cruelties, and their race is menaced with

speedy extinetion, ‘ .t

A

Thexr attachment to us m:ght be rendered mahenable,
Were the government to pre\ eat the coniingance of the i mju- '
ries they have snﬁ‘ered, and to take into its own hands the.

pessessions its unauthorised subjecis bave assumed,

"The North West Company, iz consequexce of being ¢harze
. A @
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" od- with' the highest‘ erimes, which human depfayity eved
perpetrated, have endeavored to recriminate upon their.ats
cusers. - That the guilty should make an open acknowledg~
ment of their crimes, is not to be expected. That. those who-
are’dnabie to offer ’any justification of  their conduct should -
have recourse. to recrimination, - with a view to diminish the-
indignation felt against >themselves, By showing that others -
were involved, in an equality of erime, is not surpiising. But
to expect that in this i-nstauce, recrimination could avail
them ; Wwhere *he aéts on the one side, have been commnitied
under the authority and in the support of Chartered rights,
and*have at the utmost amoanted to little niore thai civil
tfesbaéseé,' and vwfne're on the othef side; recousse  has been’

"had to violence in the furtherance of illegal practices, and
have eme'mjed to the fremeditated destruction of an English
Colony, and the; wurder and massacie of fellow sibjectd

would be preposterous in the extremes

- With a similar view :of prépossessing the public with an
idea of - equality in their respsetive situations, the Partners
of the North Wast Compaay have accust.med themselves
to the terms of “ révals,” and “ rival .catham'es," in their dige
etssions respecting their owu lawléss association avd the
Hudson’s Bay Company. It is not surprising that the arroe
gance of a set of men; n'smg' criminally to sudden influence,

Hg2 should
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should be .gratified at the supposition of rivalry with a cote _L
- pauy which has so long existed under the sancticn of thg .
laws, and: wh.ich has. often: been the subject of particular.
stipulations. in cur treaties with foreign powers.. But that
they should imagine, they could impose upon the public the
belief of their being rivals, could not fail to excite astonishe.
ment. . Equal or mutual rights or claims must be. understood
~ to be included ia the meaning of rivairy. But here the rightg:
are all on one side, and unfortunately all the érreparable:
wrongs have been endured b}; those in whom the rights aré:
vested. , Bupnaparte might, with as_'m‘uc’b piopriety have.
called bimself tize rival of .his Majesxy; in his right to Hane
over, as the members gf this racent and criminal assuciation‘-
can style themselves the rivals of the ancient and chartered:
" body, whom they endeavor to e‘xp'el from their cwn territos.
ries. The nurﬁemus and atrocious murders of the North
West Company, contrasted with the long and patient for-
bearance of the Hudson's Bay Company, could not be more
dissimilar, ihan the ling l\iné of just and sanetioned pretene
siuns oa the ore side, and the total absence of legal claims

on the other,

We have dwelt here at sufficient length to give a general :
Yiew, the only one euv limits will permit, of the character
Bud policy of the North West Company ; which, whether it

be
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be consider‘ed‘ in relation to the criminality of ite proceed-
-ings, or the wide range of country over which it extends, 6:
the unauthorized sovereignty which it bas assumed, has ne~
ver had a péfalléi in the British domivions ; and blendipg‘ig': |
gongistences, combines the feroeity and ambition of a militgo
ry-despotism, with the meanness and jsalousy. of she petty:
trader. The intercourse of the North West Company with.
the Indians is not indeed entitled to tbe appellation.of 3
trade ; but, under the semblance and disguise of commerée,v is
an ox;ganized sysiem of rapine, and a conspirac'y against all
other British subjects, carried on by. the daily repetition of
robbery, and the occasional intervention of murder, whenever '

the interests of the concern appear (o réquire it. (®

WE

i* For mor. minute ivfo - a o ont is subje ¢, see he sketeh of the
Banadian Fur Trade by the EARL of SELKIRK,
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‘ S E have now arrived at the last subject of which these
pages were intended to treat. It remains for  us to give a.
succinct account of the establishment, progress, and destruc-

ncn of the colony at Red River,

‘ But it may not be i lmproper, prevxously to nctxce an obo
Jectmn whxch bas bren I'dlSEd agamst the estabhsnment of
the Colony, on the score of immamt_y The old and wo:n out
toplc of the cmelty which the Ind:ans suﬁ’e: from the cultl-.
vation of thexr lards, has been brought furward anew, and

has been urged with vnusual warmth,

A moment's reflection would show, that whatever inflas -
ence such a suggestion might possess, if America were &
newly discovered country, which it was deteriined to p-e-
gerve in primitive wildness, as the saéved and inviolable pos-
session of its wandering aborigines. would, ondsr the present
circumstances of the continent, be entirely lost. The rights
of those aborigines having been from the begining overiooks
ed, it bas now become oo late to prevent the population of
America froan exceeding the limited numbers of the racs by -
which it was originally inhabited, It canbe no longer pessis

ble
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ble that. cau.ntries in America, eminently adapted for.ime
vp’rove‘n;ent and susceptible of cultivation, should be perpetus
- ally kept desolate and waste, to gratify the unsocial characs
ter of the sons of the degari. Aﬁd were it\ even -possible. ig
might be reasonably doubted whether it would be consistent .
wi;h the - ggneral interest of mankind, to which that of the:
fgw»na_t:wes ought -of “course to give way, thas so large and
fertile a portion of this fair globe should continue unimprove
-\ed.“ It may, perhaps, be possible for the enemies of English
enterprize to deter the inhabitants ef the British Islés, from
attemptiné to éolonize 'anyAuew and fruitful tracts'of country ;.
and it may, therefore, become a guestion, whether any par—»v
/ticular territory is to be peoplgd by the English, Scotch, or
Iri‘sh, or by their :eﬁemies. But i} can be no longer a quess.
tion, whether America shall be the habitation of tﬁe civiliga
ed or the savage, Itcan be no longer 2 question, whether
the same territory, which formerly afforded only a scanty sube
sistence for a few thousands, shall he;eaft‘er su;ﬁplyvmillions'
with abundance ; for ihé_se are changes which the present
gitustion of America renders inevitable ; and these changes.
would not be so abruptly jntroduced, or so éreatly accelerat.
ed by the.colonization of a portion of the Hudson’s Bay. ters
rifories, as to cccasion distress to the Indians.i Many years
would elapse befure the lands set off for\ farms, could secas
sipp aBy sensibla dimiaution of the territory over which they

have
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Bave Beer ccustomed to rove, -As it is, they are subjected L

%6 the ='contuiﬁed injuries and tyranny of the North West

- Comipuny - and the establishment of a Colony, to whose laws'
_i'h_gy;coiﬁdfresort for protection, would relieve fhei:_ distress,’

: dndsecure them from'fop-press'ion. They themselves would
be partially ~incorporated with the race who ¢ame amongst

thiem, &nd wouid’ Iearn to value and erijoy the adva.ntages of

& mon;e nmpwved situation,

The character of those by whom the caltxvanon of the’
Jands at, Red RWer has bees: held i up: asa cruelty, shows, that
the pretence -of benevolence is used to conceal miotives int
which hﬂma?ity has no place. If the’ Indiaps themselves
.. were inimmical to the settlemen_t, ' it would at"ieast afford 2
pretext for the -éomplaints of thvir pretended friends‘in 'ithé'
Norih West Company; “But such is not the case, for the Ia~
dla.ns bave shewn every disposition to faver and encourage
‘the settlers. The humanity of the North West Company,
s, however, induced them to express the highest dissatis-
f;action at the progress of improvement amongst a peaple to
whom improvement gives pl.asure.  Somie of the membrrs
of the Council in Canada, are unhappily for the interests.of
iustice, partners in the North West Company. Their opie
nions from their station in gociety, and from their suppesed
knowledge, must, necessarily, possess great influence with

their
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their inferior. partners. Thexr humamty has induced the.
former to declare, that they should be justifiable to their.
éjiﬁtxn’tr;y and their consciesces in-advising the I;xdians todrive
away theif fellow aubjéct_s from the lands they were cultivet-

ing, and to use force, if they could not otherwise be removed.

' Thi; h!imani/ty of the ‘infe:'io;' associates, inﬂpﬁwing u‘pd;s
the benevolence of thexr superlors, has prompted them to
make repea.ed but frunless attempts, to prevanl on the In— ‘
dians to make war upon the settlement at Red River' But
let us not antlclpate cccurrences to whxch in the course of

~the succee:hng narrative we shall have occasnon to advert.

We -haée'already sesn, that by the Royal Charter, the
nght of estabhshmg co.omes, of appomtmg their Governors
and Ofﬁcers, and of providing men and means for their o

fer.ce, was vested in the Hudson’s Bay Company.

The establishment of a colony in the interivr of their tes-
ritories, had long been an object which the welfare, if not.
the ex’istence of the conipany required.' This object seemed
equally desirable from a regard to the interests of justice and
humanity 'in‘ that country, and from the prospect it afforded
of "conferring advantages upon those who might be selected
for the immediate settlers, The advantage of the latter
would be amply secured by providing with farms, from

I : whence
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whence an essy and comfortable“subsistexiqe ﬁight be de~ .
: fi;ie&, such pe:rsoﬁs,‘ as in their native land, had no 'otﬁéffv ‘
prospect than that of sinking into hopeless poverty, and
were not pcssessed of the' means of m]gr&tmg into another
country. The interests of Justxce and humanity would be"
answered by the mtroductlon of law, order. and religion, the
constant concom:tants of a regular and proper system of
colomzatwn, into country where opprnsswn, vmlence, and
fraud bad bzen contmually exerclsed, in the intercourse bs~
“twee: the natives and the traders. To thxs antnclpated m-
troductwn of law, and order intv the country, may be in part
attributed the hostihty, manifested by the North West Com—
pany against this colony, from the time it was first prejects
ed. An agncuhura! settlement, such as was contsmp‘ated,
would bavg mterfered wnh the views of the North West
Company in those coun;qeq, by px:gv_gntmg the commxssan\,\v
and by facilitating the detection and plfnishment of frauds or’
cyxfimes‘, and'‘by substituting babits Qf" -sabri"ety'a’md reg‘al__ér
iﬁ‘dustry ‘inr” the stead of the savage and licentious manners
which had before prevailed,  Jt would have lessened the ty- .
ratinical controul of the North West Company over their
¢ngagés, and have destroyed ‘their degrading speculation up-
on the vices of their gervants. The merchandize sold.in the"
éountry conld no longer have produced many hundred per

cent ghove the o iginal{cost, but would have been reduced;

EEY
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ﬁqrg.ﬁgarly to a level with its actyal value, Many articlea
éﬁpplied through Cane.cia, would have been raised on the
spot, and other articles could have been brough: dirzet from
England ghrough l{udsun’s Bay, atone third part of the price
it would raquire to convey them thither through the circuit-
qixs route of the Canadas, or through the United ‘S-wt_gs, It
ﬁg Well ascertained ;ﬂgt,thg conveyance of goods through
Hudson's.Bay‘ to the Bed River sefﬂement, is not more exe
p,ezgsive than,_the con#eyat‘xce of guods from England to Yerk
i‘ﬁ Upper Canada. These circumstances explain clearly the
causes of the hatred and miSrepresemations of the North
West Partoers in Canada, against the settlement. Had the
settlement flourished, their system of rapine must have ceas-
éd, _and their conspiracy to exclude thenr . Canadian fellow
subjects from the cpunéry, would have been ineffeciual.

Whatever increase of European merchandize the country in

¢

its improved state cpuld hiave consumed, must of necessity,
léave been tra;ﬂspor_ted' thither directly fr.’c;m England ; be-
canse the ;i'ansporz 9i" those commodities by any other route,
must be always ﬁorg ekpgnsive than tirough Hudson’s Bay,
sotwithstanding 'eyery improvement of com:qunic_atidn that

" could take place froma Canada or the United States.

_ But to found a flourishing 'settlement, in a country so far
3. o : S
removed from any civilized establishmen.s, however great

I2 in
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its matural é,dvar‘xtages,‘tbe company must have considered,
t:im_zld require a thorough knowledge of the subject of colo-
nizatien, together with great e:(certions end sacrifices of
time- and ‘fortune. The establishment eof colonies has, in
every age of the world, been deemed e title ¢o distinction,
-and their founders have been deservedly ranked amengst
the benefactors of mankind. Yet, to discover a‘pefson of:
»ébi}ity, competent to conduct the plan, of influence and fore -
‘tune adequa'te to its advancement, ard of philanthropy suf-
ficient to make the exertions and sacrifizes it required, might
>still have remaiued a task of difficulty. An offer on the part
of the Earl of Selkirk, a noblemau, whose writings had cor-
rected many prevailing errors on the subjeét of emigration,
“fixed their views on himsé!f. His pursuits bad long evinced
:a benevolent and patriotic desire of extending British laws,
-and civilization, 40 countries where these blessings had been
‘hitherto unknown. To his Lordship, therefore, on condi-
tions of speedy scttlement, tze company made a g‘fant of 8
Aract of land in 2 country, whise climate, promised health
and enjoyment, and whose soil offered an abuqdant recems
" pense to the industry of the husbandman ; a country where
nio mearshes called for the band of toil to draia, nor forests re-
quired the exertion of labeur to lcvé! or remove them; a v
country to whose cultivation and improvement, ao obstacle

could be anticipatad, exceptsuch as the lawless hand of vie-

lence
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fence might oppose ; an obstacle which his Lordsbip’g'ignor-
aece of the character of the No:th West Compeny did not
then lead him to apprehend. It has beer ridiculously alledg-
8d, that his Lordship bhad on t}:is ‘occasion an encrease of
fortune in view. Suppcsing thlis to have been the case, there
could surely have been no mode of acquiring wealth. more
noble, than that by which at the same tims the bounds of
the empire might be enlafged, and the influence of its laws,
lé,nguage, and civilization, extended. But any man must be
profoundly 'ignorant on the subject of new settlements, whe
could éuppose, that the person incurring the expence of tréns-
- porting colonists to an immense éist:mce, and of establiéh-
ing among thema regular administration of governnent and
laws; could exp’ect to realize, during bis own life, any ad-
vantages fmrﬁ such ap undertaking. The advantages, if any
could be a‘tamnable, must be obtained, not for the person
making the sacrifices, and incurring the expences, but for Lie
successors in distant generations.  The berefits which to the
commaunity and to the subordinate characters coucerned in
ﬁuch settlements, might be actual, certain, and immediate,
to the foﬁnder of them, could be only distant, uncertain, and

prospective,

With views, therefore, more dicected to general and public
utilitv, than to private and personal advantage, bislordship
sadertook 1o fuunt a colony ia that country.

\

From
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From the time this intentfqp became known, no. pains,i;oé;

misrepresentations were spared by persong asseciated with

.the Nortbh West Company, to prejudice the public mind a-

gainst it.: The papers teemed with falsehoods, representing
ihe country as -cold or 'barren; as a rireary waste, or inter-
ininable forest, unfit for the hajaitation of man, =nd unsuscep-
tible of improvement. The credence given to these false-
boods, which were very widely and mdustnously dmemmatv
ed, it requxred some time and some labor to remove ; but all
behef in them wes at length destroyed by the contraxy and
concurrmg testimony of numbers, who had resxded in the
country. To lhese first falsehoods, were then subsmuted
expressions of felgned “alarm respect-ng the unfriendly d:s-
positions of the native [nd;ans and lamentations of affected.
sympathy and humamty were published on account of the
injuries and slaughters to wnici; the North West Company
?redicted the colonists would be expose(i from t}lze savages.
Eut these predictiens of hestility on the par* of thtj: native
Indians, had been previously ascertained to be as unfounded,
as the former representations 1egarding the eclimate am'ii
country. The native Indians always profeé_sed sicere ate
tachment. The)‘/ mainfaired to the lasi the rrész friendly :
mtercouxse with the se‘tlers, and often expressed pleasure at‘
tne prospect of seei ing that fruitful a.xd delightful country,

R
xnstead of wasting its Iz.mna“ce in the productloq of grass

end

by
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‘and weeds, .the food only of brutes, aboundmg in ncb and

} vancd hervests for the consumpnon of man. (%)

:Could it indeed bave been credited, that after having so
long manifested attachment to the Bxitigh‘Goyérnmgnt, their
sentiments shou}d Laye been so suddenly c}gangéd to hostility,
unless th}ougb the ipstiéation of persons who considered it

© their interest to mmead them. These North West forebod-
ings might, however, be looked upon a8 anticipations of crimes
in contemplation : as notices of blood.sﬂhe,d‘angi murder a’otAme-:
ditated by the Indians, but by others. Altho’ in appearanéé
fnere predictions, they were considered as in effect rea]'mena;
§es, and were not, tbe.refore allowed to pass without aﬁig;ad§
version, Remarka were 'in conseqpence' published at tbé'
time, importing, * that the claim of these writers to the

« character of prophets, was as yet unknown, That siace

 the days of miracles and samts, it had been obsarved that
¢ pmph&ts were but of two classns, one of which derived xts
6 lxght and credit from fanczed and ideal inspiration, and
« was often mistaken 3 while the other class obtained 1ts
@ m(t)rev authent‘ic: inﬁ:rmat;i}dgg from its own dé;erminaticns;

“-and

'(‘) “The Indians in two or three years had begun to ereet dwellings
in the neighborheod ; procured hoes aud other instruments of agriculture
from the settlement, and requested that a petition might be drawn to the
Roman Catholic Bishop at Quebee, to send a priest to instruct them i
el.e truths of christianity. . The petition was drawn, but the maSSacres'
% "cb ensw,d presented afs veing sebt. :

\._'u ‘,’
A ad
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¢ and was seldom wrong, beceuse they predicted only what

-

1

L

they possessed the power and the inclinetion to wccomplish.
& That these writers, or their employers, for aught that

4

could be known, might belong to this latter class of pro~

~ -

“ phets, and possess, with others, the power to cause the

4 jpfliction of the evil which they seemed to deprecate..

-

# But that if the coleny should at last fall a sacrifice to the

“ malice and treachery of its vaprincipled enemies, the mo-

~

-

§ ther country would possess every means of obtaining infor-

mation, and wou'id not be duped by any hollow pretences

&

-~

(3

-

of bumanity, nor misled by any artxﬁces of deceit.. And
' that whatever agents might be the mstmmeﬁts, whatever

[}

hands might execute, their prompters and instigators

# would not long remain concealed, or escape unpunished.”

One -gceurrence supposed in the precedir'xg quoﬁati@
has taken’ place; the Celony has fallen a sacrifice to the
malice of its enemies. WWhether aunother supposed oceurr~
4gnce wiil zlso take gl‘acey;. that 13, whether the mother
country will use any eadeavours to discover and punish the,
instigators and perpetrators of the destruction of the colony,

yet remains to be seen

In the year 1812, the settiement at Red River was com-
menced, in compliance with the conditions of the grant from
the IIudson’s Bay Compan_y t3 the Earl of Selkirk. Miles

£l
MeDonnell,
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~McDoxwe]l, Esqr. formerly a Captain in the Queen's Rang,
ers, a genileman of unguestionable character, was selected
to condact the undertaking, and was at ihe same time ap-

)
pointed governor of the district, under the authority confer-

red by the charter of ihe compiany.

" Uutil the ground could be prepared, and a crop produced, it
became necessary for the govern.«r to provide for the subsists
ence of the colonv from the stores with which the country,
even inits qncultxvated state, «b mnded The rivers swarmed
}_thh ﬁsh, and the plaugs were covered with berds of Buffas
‘ }oe and other wild cagtt!e7 The colonists gratiﬁed at ths ape
pearance of the countr;v, and app‘;‘ehgndiqg no danger of
want before t’{iey should be able to obtain the necegsaries of
life from the cultivation of the soil, wrote the most flattering -
sccounts n?f the country t_o'tbeir friends n Scutlahd, and ad-
-yiégd aud invited the;m 16 follow. (@) Al th.ings were going

K >on_

(a) About the close of the year i813, the governor of the distcict-vone
_geived from the number of addmoual settlers wio were expected in the
ensulng year, that it w,uld be prudvut for iim 10 prouibit :he exvortation
of pro:isions out of the dl*trl(‘l for some months ; and in this opmxon
some officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company concurred, &ltho’ the mea-
sure could not but be productne of inconvenieace to the:nselves The Go-
vernor accordingly issued his proclamation to that eﬂ’uct. This prombn.
tion was not partial, but geveral ; it operated equal]y dgamst the tr aders
.of the Hudson’s Bay Company as ammst ou ers : and was ‘considered by
the governor to be within his con*peleucy and to bé a reasure wineh ihe
gggessitxes of the colony would require. In consequence of this prohxbm_
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" en as prosperously and satisfactorily at the settlement, 28 |
could reasonably have been anticipated, notwithstanding the
unexpected failure, of some of the seed grain, and other

' geeds, which had been injured by the transportation, and
Dew ethigrants had arrived and were arrving, when the plans
of the North West Companx in the autumnp of 1814, weie

called into operatiog.

The intentions of that company, who were in possession
of a fqrt ergcted by themselves, without any right, or even
pretence of title, in the vicinity of th_t; colony, are sufficiently
explained by a letter from A!exander M’Dongell, one of thé
barmers of the North West Company, dated the 5th August,
1814, addressed to & brother-in-law of the Honorable wmiéu{
'mcGillivfayl another of the parbtners, re;iding in Mohireal,
in which the former says, « You sée mj/’self and our mptual_;
* friend, Mr. Cameron, go far on our way fo commence opea

. ¢ hostilities

e

¢ion or embargo, some hundred bags of Pemican (a preparation from Bufs
faloe:meat, and the principal subsistence of the inhabitants of the coune
try) which belonged to the North West Company and others, were stop-
ped from proceeding, and were taken into the custody of Mr. Spencer, the,
sheriff of the district. But upon a representation of the extreme inconve»
nience which the proprietors of the Pemican would suffer, the principal
part of it was ordered to be restored to them, and acknowledgements giv-
en for the remainder, Tt was this act of authority, .hat the North West
Company pretendei afterwards to construe into & felony, and over which
North West Fustices of the Peace presumed afterwards to exercise cognize
ance, in issuing warrants for the appreliension ‘of the Goverser aed
Bheriff, )
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¥ hioatilities against the enemy in Red River. Much is ei-
& expected from us, if we believe some, perhéps too mﬁch,
% Oge thing certaia, that we will do cur best to-defend f_yﬁét
“ we c‘f)nsider our rights in \m'he interior. Something seri u§
% will undoubtedly take place. Nuthing but :he comgulete
¢ downfall of the Colony, will satisfy some, by fair or foul
“ means. A most desiraSle object, if it can be eﬂ”ected;

% So here is at them with all my heart and energy.”

Could it oe necessaty for these péople to commence hos-
tilities .agains't the Colony, if as had been repeatedly alledg-
#d, ths couht;y was incapable of yielding support to the sets
tlers, or if the hostile disposition of. the pative Indians had
determined them o destroy the settlement 2 Whas imperis
bus duty rendered it requisite for the North West Company
to a-micipate the progress of famine, or of en’eiqie's,.in dese
troywng the colonists, or induced that Company prematurely
%o relieve the settlers from impsnding evils, by taking upon
themselves the humane task of Butchering aud expelling
them ? "The mznaer in which Alex. McDsnnell, the writer
of the above cited latter, expresses himself, can leave noT.
‘doubt, that as early as the month «f Avgust, 1814, a seitled
" plan had been fecrmed, uz on which lie and bis assoc ates acte
ed during the ensuing wintef and spring ; and as the date of
this letter is immediately after the periud of tie general

o Ke meeting,
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Fieeting, which the partneis of the Norch West Combang
'anm:'ally hold at Fort Willlam, pear Lake Sﬁperior, for the
purpose of cénc.ertixi'g their afrangements amongst theme
selves, and with their agents from Montreal, there can be ug
doubt that Messra. Cameron and MeDonuell " had then .rée
évived their sauction for the meastire$ they iutended to ab

dopt,

A fusther confirmation -f the sanction and approbatioti
given by the otber partvers to the intended destruction of
tize settlercent may be desived from the circurﬁstaﬁce, that
aboot the month of November, 1814 2 gentieman received
infurization at‘ Montreal, from 2 brother of twe of the
paitners of the house of M':Tav,ish, McGillivrays, & Co.
which forms 2 guiding snd directiing part of the North West
Compasny. that it was the inteutios of the company to seduce
away as many of t.e servants and colonists as they coold ins -
duce ¢ _]on thein, and to raise, if they could, .the Indians of
Lac Reuge, and ot:er plaies, to d-struy the settlement 3 and
thet it was also their intention to biiag th: Governor, Miles
McDongell down to Montreal as a prisoner, by way of de-
grading the avthority wader which the colony was establisked
in ihe eyes of the natives. Th's gentleman was strack with
&orror at ihe coman.anications tmade (o him, acd from motives

of
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of bumanity, gave an intimation of them to an agent of the
Hudson’s Bay Company ther at Montreal. - In consequence, -
@ person was sent forward from Moatreal to the Seitlement,
t apprize the settlers of their apprebended danger : but from
the advanced season of thie year, and the necessity he was
under of ‘ta.king long and circuitous routes for the purpose of
avoiding wbe posts and servants of the North West Company,
" he did not reach Red River until the following Sprirg. He
had th_en the mort:fication to find that a part of the project-
€d crimes of that Company had already been committed, and
th;t he had- arrived too late for his information to prevent
their measure beizg filled, by the complnete “ downfall” af

the colony.

Previously to the departire of Messrs. Cameroa and Mac-
Doznell, from Fort William for-Red River they were provide
ed with British military uniforms, A military coat with
two epaulets, the east-off uniform of a Major, whichk had pre~
viously decorated the persoriof A, N. M’Leod, now added
dignity to thet of Mr. Cameron ; and oaths were admirister-
ed to the engagés who were to go under his crders. Ivis not
usual for any association of Traders to require oaths of alle-
giance to be taken by their servants, Where their objects
are not criminel, caths would be superfluous, and where they

gre, would be addicy sacriledge to crime. On this occasing

the
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the oaths were administered in the Mess Room of Fori
Williaza, in the presence of Messrs. Cameron and MeDode
mell; Mr, McLeod, and other tp.artm:!"s.. The engagés werg
fnformed, that their oaths imported, that they were to bé
faithful to the Xing; and to obey all the orders \w-hicb mégh,i
de given them by their Commander Mr. Cameron, for the.
defence of the interests of the North West. This was probae
bly the first time that his Mujesty and Mr: Caimeron had
ever been associated together when oaths were admibistered:
The engagls weie then likewise ibforimed; that by taking
the oaths they would be exempted from punishment fbr avy
acts they shonld c:.rmmit iti- obedience to their employers on
whom alone the responsibili{y for offences would rest.  Ond
of the engagés present, who hxd been appointed one of ihe
guides to convey the party to Red River, wken it eane to fus
tum.to tak(; the oéths; courageously told Mr. McLeod,  thag
% Le did not know by what laws they were acting. that b
¥ did not believe there were two sets of laws for his Majesr
® ty’s subjects ; tiat he saw plinly they wauted bir to go
¥ to war, but that if he must fight be w uld go to Mentres]
# 0 learn who were the epenies of the King ahu f;gnf. a,-l
© gainst them, but not against his fellew sugjects: That be
# weuld do bis duty to the North West Company as their:
@ gervant, but woeld not bind his evuseierce by apy oall .
% to obey them.” The concuct of this engeyé was bighly

fapdables
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$andable, and what entitles kim to further praise on this oge
easion, he was of that race so often duped to become the-ia
gtrumeats of the crimes of ti;ne'Nort'h West Company, * & bois
brulé.” McLeod endeavored to reason the bois brulé-out of
kis scruples, and tv influence him by promises of advancee
fment in the North West Service, but the unbending integrity
of this person was not to be Wmugbt spon: end McLeod
‘Budipg him ioflexible, drove him with blows and insult out
of the Mess Room. Hé was not afterwards penﬁitted o
go with the party as guide, but was detained at Fort William
as a punishment, altho’ he had a family beyond Red River.
Dlessrs. - Cameron and- McDonnell with another persog
who “had been appointed guide in hie stead and their ea-

gagés, proceeded to the scene of action,

On arriving at the North West Fort, called Fort Gibral-
gar, within about 2 miule of the Red-River Settlement, Dun-
"gan Cameron assumed the style and title of Captain com~
send’ng at Rea River, pretending that government bad eone
ferred that appointment upon bim, 2nd on various occasions
issued what might be styled proclamations in that character.
He induced the poor and ignorant peopla in the country to give;
ready credit to his assumed authority, not merely by his assur-
ances that he wds invested with this sew dignity, but by ap-

pearing in the military costume be had received from A. N.

MeLeod,



[ 80 ]

McLeod, with which he occasionally rode tbrough the eountry '
accompanied by Aléxander MecDonzell, also in uniform, andg
‘a numerous suite of the Clerks and half breeds, and other sexp-
‘vants of the'North West Company on horseback. - The first
-steps taken in furtherance of their hostile intentions, weretp
“greate discontents amongst the worst disposéd of the settlers,
-to excite 10 them a coutempt of ihe authority of their supe-
riors, the officers of the colony, énd to alarm them with age
eounts of danger to be aéprehended from the native lndians.
{To thege representations succeeded promises of reward to se-
veral, if they would act against the settiement;and to all
other inducements were added romantic descriptions Aof ad-
vantage to be obtained from settling in Canada, to whish -
province they were. promiged a conveyanee 1in the N. W,
Canoes, and a grant or gift of lands en tl.eir arrival, together
“with cattle to stock their farms. Mr. Spencer, the Sheriff, °
a most valuable officer to th.e settlement, was take\n prisener,
voder & warrant from a North West partner, pretexting as 2
- eriminal offence, the detention of the Pemican before men.
" tioned, and was, after being long detained, sent some thog-

i

sand miles to Montreal,

During the interval between the autumn of 1814 and the
- spring of 1813, severalof the settlers were seduced, tutored,

and prepared. fur the commission of crimes. A number of

¥
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~the ‘bois brules, or xlle smmate children of the North Wesf.
partners; and servants were ‘during the same permd kept
paraded ard exercxsed in arms, under the 1mmemate mspec-.
‘uon of Duncan Cameron. After these preparatory measures
had been taken, it was thought ghat deeds of g?eater daribg‘
' might be executed with safety, ‘
. The disaffected settlers were, therefore; diring a tempo'ré-
ry absence of the greater part of those who continued faithfal
t0 thelr duty, incited to rob and pillage the foru belonnwg ta
the seltlement, of the eannon sent out for its defence, from
the Board of Ordnance ; ﬂney .placed armed centinels at dif-
ferent doors to prevent opposition, while a_pari of the bois
brulés, and servants of the North ‘Weét-CompanL usder the
‘command of Cameron; were stationed in arms within the di"s_-.'
ta‘u}:e of a few hundred feet, for the purpese cf giving sup"
port to the plunderers in case Eheir force/shou}d be insuffi«
cient; Nine pieces.of artillery were thus taken from tne set-
t%ement, and delivered to the North West party in waiting,.
vg‘-‘ho:received’ them with shouts and triumph and conveyed '
them to their head-quarters, the North West fortin the neigh-
bourheed. Cameron, the Captain commanding, gave a tall ’
and entertainment the following evening in celebration of -
this achievement to the parties engaged. The ‘muskets .

which bau been received from the Poard of Ordnance, and

L bag
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had been ‘distribu 2d to the colomsts, as militia men, wery
also takv’n from tbem asg. often as opportumty offered, or
when in the possesston of tbose who asslsted the Nort.h West
_Company, were pyrchased from them at a less pnce than as :
commonly paid to the receivers of stolen gooda.

A camp was’ afterwa'ds estabhshed at a place called F rog :
Plam, at about four miles dlstance below the settlement, by
—’ the servants and partizans of the North West Company, une
-der the eommand of Alexander McDonnell, another of the
partners, for the purpose Gi co-operatmg w;th Camerou. Ig
Juge, 1815, after thg colony had beeq_ thus deprived of th’ef
méans of défence, and was in some measuré surrouﬁded by its.
enemies, ‘the whole foree of Mr. Camerou s fort, couszsungv»
of bois brulés, servants, and Clerks of the North West Coxu-v
pany, sallied forth te ma&e a combined attack on the settle-‘
n;_e_nt. They kept up a continued fire of musketry for some
time on the governor’s hoﬁse and_ adjacent Buildiggs; bué“
fortunately in ‘t‘hi‘s attack only fo:u_r persons B_e}ongihg to thej
settlement were wou.ndeq; one of who_m‘: di'ed shortly after of "
his wounds. In a few days after, this attack, the men en<
camped at F rog Plam, recexvpd orders to march to the snz;
11lement, where they erected a ba.ttery against the bulldxng,,’
ealled the government house, on which they planted a part‘

of the cennon, which they had previously taken from the

settlement H
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tottlement ; and balls were forged at the North West Fort,
for It'he‘ avowsd purpose of ‘ battering down the 'cbl&nizfﬂ bﬁilq.
:i_ng'é; In conclusion, after a series of attacks aﬁd:éz'rdciti"é'sfl
“on the.part of the North West m}mpan'y, the Governor
Ml'es McDonuell surrendered hxmself as a prlsoner, a.nd
twas afterwards seiit o Montreal under a warrant from a
parmer of the North ‘Vest Comnany, for havng prohibited
the exportatlon of provisions, and detamt.d ithe. Pemlcau, a8
l_uas been before related.

| ‘Ae.;coa-:diné to the code of laws énforéed. by the militar§
éoverelgns of the North West Country, it would seem esta-'
bhshed, tha.t a Governor of a temtory nght be deposed and
torn frpm ;he seat of his authcrity by an intetested party
"acti‘ng a{sjnétice of the Peaé}e", and sent any distance to take
}h_isitri_a“!» fof any offence the interested L\Iagistraté might find
it coﬁéniém to impute to him. . It has been indeed alledged
that Miles ﬂcDoﬁneli, hiad, in fact, gone beyoud his legal
powers in declaring an Embargo, dnd causing any Pemican
or provzsians to be detained for the ase of his colony. Tt
has alse been éﬂledgcd,- tiat he bad omitted some of the
formalities prederibed by law to be observed by persons ape
‘pointed to the station in which he acted. . But, if it were
conceded, that there was any foundation oh which these ale
lagations could: zest, bis conduct even in that case could sot

-

Lg b
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be eapsidered crim;nal or felonious; He was actiog, underg
c&mm ssmn lssued in vutue of autLor.ty, ongmally emanatw
mg f:om his Ma_;esty he was de facto actmg as_ Governor,
pnder thxs comumission, R “he exceeded his powers m causs
ing provisions to‘be' -det'amgd for ‘the use of-the ;CQI_‘"“X,";l??
offence at vti:e uttost éoﬁi&have amouutedv only toa civil
.trespass. No North West Magistrate had a nghttoca.use\

bis arrest by comstruing this act ieto a crime.

It has been alledged‘oni the part of the North West Com:
pany, thatit was for the Iludson’s Bay Company, and vot
for therd_seiw;és,' fo have broaght forwerd the q'ixes?ti;h of the
j'urisdictibn of the Iudson’s Bay’Com;‘Sany. But t’hi's: would
Fave been such a course as was never before heatd otz.':;"lit.
would have been an inversion bitherto without example of ﬁhe‘
common order of proceediag ; and a tomenzs teflcction world
convince every person of ordidaly ihfoﬁnation, tuhalx‘tvsucﬁ
4 procedure would be as praposterous as it would be novel.

Iiis for those who are vested with Jurisdiction undér royal
authority, to exercise ii; if they go beyonﬁ their legal pow-
ers, itis for thuse aggrieved to briﬁg forward the queszidﬁ of .
inrisdiction, And those afmneted have a plam course e
obtain redress (withsut viojent measures, or takiag justice m-"‘
5] thexr own hands) by a petition to the privy council, the
proper tribunal for all quastions of inter fcring'.of contesied |

jurisdiction,
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;unsdxctlan, and of course, competent to grant redress fox
ghe act of any. person tolding or appe.zrxng to ho’d authon-

ty under government.

Tlus course the No’th Wevt Compan ,v md n“t chosse to
take, and Bo reason can be assxgned eacept that: ﬁhey dld not

,wxsh to b siag t th° q.lesuou to issue. .

< -

On the other haud ‘the Hudson s Bay Company hac? no
such opportunities of obta..nmg sedress for the m_;unes dom“,
¢o0 them ; because these m;urxes were effected by pnvate in-
dividuals haung po claita to authomy ; whose conduct how- .
ever taw less or vwlent, dxd not form a fit suoyct for tne
cognwance of the privy counczl or of any tnbunal in Enge
;and or, 1n fact of any trlbunal except those of the comty
nself ’1th bad, thﬂrefare, Bo cnoxce, but to es sforce the
3unsm"tmn conferred on them by Cbarter, or to submit to
Ehe u._mrv‘—-Lven tbe act of the 43d, Geo. L. lf anphca'
ble tothe Iludson ] Bay Temtm ies, could rot enable them

to brmg to tnai a question of civil damages.

Under these éircumitances, the ebjéct of the North Wag
Company ia causing Miles McDonnéH te be taken prisoner,
instead of secking redress from authnrity cempetent to re-
prees dny abuge'of igowe?of which he might bave been guilty, -
oyl

would have been apnarcnt; ever if the information rebeived

ay -

Dlontreal
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Moni"rééi aﬁéut ﬁ:e month of N‘ov’ei‘nbe’t, --18!4 had-not be
given. Thdt mformatwn as'has been :.lready stated, 1mport~
ed thelr determmatlon to. destroy the colony, and to degradcb
the anthonty under which it waa est«bhshed in the eyes of
the na.tlves, by takmu the Governor down o Montreal a5 a

Prisoner. ' With this view aione, was the persou of M"les

McDonnell illegally seized, “and not. wiihi : any expectauon of

brmgmg hlm to pumshmant for a felony, of whlch hzs cap-

tora knew he had not been gmlty.

'

Tbeu‘ lntentmns wexe carried mto perfect executmn snbsea
quently to the capmre of the Governor ; for after hls depar—
ture, the coloms..s who remamed faithful to the:r duty, were
agam attack..d ﬁred upon in their houses, and at length ex-
pehed by the servants of the ’\Torth Wesr. Company,, tbezr
catile brought from Europe, were slaaghtered the mlll and
other expensne works be!onamo to the se tlemeat were des{
troyed and all xts habltafmns bl.rnt to the grotmd In thelr
fetreat, the colomsts were assisted ar.d protect°d by the na-‘
tive Indians, who expressed sinéere sorrow for their depar-
ture, and for the cmelty with which they had beeil tre,ated.
Those of the settlers who had Jomed the North West Com~
pan), were taken in the cznoes of the lattér to F ort Wﬂham,"‘
and thence to Upper Cinada. The most criminal of the
éoloniste wha had joined thein, were treated, while at Fors:

William,
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W:li:am, wzth high dlstmctwn, and the oné who bad been ﬁh@
Ieader in captunng and dehvenng the canncn of the settle~
. ment to the North West Company, received, besides gmtl-,
gude and prafses, a morg substantial reward of a huqdred

popnds in money.

Thus, what the N'or‘ih West Partnei- bad stated in his 1ezt-j
terof the 5th of Aug 1814, to be a most desirable object, : and
to be eﬁ’ected by fair or foul meags, viz. ¢ the complete ¢ down-"'
fd,ll of the colony, was in the spring of the year 1815, perfect-
iy qccomplxshed At the next meetmg of the partners at Fort
lelzam 1n the summer of 1815, the letter wnter, and his coade -
Jutor, viz, Messrs. ’VIchnnell& Camemn, were txeated thh
unusual dzstmcnon, and recexved the praxses of thexr assoc:aaes;
for all they had done. They were sent back to command at -
ghe sgme posts as in the preceding yeare Wheever considers
the reguliaf‘system» of subordi:na!giog and dependence establish-
é'd in the North West Companv; whosver reflects thatat
the anaual general meenng at Font Wllham, the conduct of
€acn partner at hls postis canvassed his mems weighed, and
the du° m°ed of censnre or applause, acearding to his sup+:
posed des°rts is conferred upon kim ; and that if his conduct
be approved he is reinstated in his commands, or if disape

proved, others are substituted in his stead ; would see a¢

el‘eax-;g
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é!early in the fetarn of these individualetp their former pusw,
the expfession of the general approbation and concu rrf.nce e
of the other partners in"their conduct, as xf—_ it had 'been given
" i the most explicit terms. Bat it is not by inferences :J&de,‘
however just and conviaciag io evef}; impar’tial'under‘s;téﬁdi
ing, that their participation in the gnilt of thexr asso: ciates
may be shewn. It is rendered. equally cle,ar by facts. . The
mformat:un given at Montreal in the fa]l of 1814, before
stated, in consequence of which a messenger was se-nt toRed
River to apprize the settlers of their da“ger (mformatxonl
néarly to the saine purpost ; as that contained in-the letter of
Alexander McDonzell before quoted) would alone be cuffi-
_cient to establish it. Ana when to all other cxrcumstances
"are added the rewards which were Tiberally distributed to
the perpetrators of the crimes we have reIat&led, rewards of
which, books of account that have been deposited in the
" hands of the house of McTavisb, McGillivrays, & Co. cone
tain _statemex;ts,—qhe light of conviction must flash upon the

minds_ of the most incredulous.

1t was about the.middle of September, that Messrs Car
meron‘and McDongell, after surfeiting upon the thanks and
er"omxums of the. asscciates, during their anngal visit to
Fost Wilham, for the services, which by tbeir zeal and abi-
lity in the destruction of the colonies, -t}zey had’re;déred

to
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i& the‘ savemgnty of: the -North West,: rgtm‘ned to. dxgu

former posts, where new scenes awaited' them. ek

Forin the autumn of 1815, the colonists who had Leer
dnven oﬁ’, vnexpectedl_y retumed with an accession of num~
bers, ‘apd. resumed the occupatxon of their fields as- Red

vaer.; They reached their possesamn.s in ‘time to secure g

sety abiiadant harvest, the produce of what hid been sowd

‘previbﬁé' to their expulsioic  The accession to their nimbers
was ecomposed partly of neik v’émig:rax"ns from Scotland, and
Yf'g)artly ‘of inhabitant fror Canads, dnder the conduct of
Colin ﬁOBeftson, : "g‘énﬁéxhéii i6 the service of the Hudson's
‘ B&y Company ‘Some timé afterwards, ‘Robert Semple;
E.sqr. who had ‘béen appmnted ‘Gevernor over the - whole oi'

the Hndsqn ’s Bay territories; arrived at Red Rivers -
‘Tt ws now folt by the parttiers of the North West Coms

f‘pany, that & niore vigorous effort than the former, would

‘alone enable them to destray she ren ated sé tlement. To _

‘excite dissaffection and 0w dissentions by intrigues and
falsehioods, was no longer practicable, fof their intentions and
gharaeters were kaowd, aod thé il dispused amongst the eo=
Yoniists who might héve given assistdnce; had been withdrawn

from the country in ‘the canoes of thé North West Company

after-the first destruction of the Colony ; and at @ time when'

M S ~ the
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the re»ﬁppearance of the other settlers was not probabty cbia

P

Cemplated T S AR

The conduct and character of Governor Semple, was guch

" .8s to obtain ccnfidence and to conciliate affection. (%)

* The e:gertfon of superior and physical strength was in éoii-
sequence, all that could be relied on, or that could’ gi“’fe’ any
promise of success to the plass of the North Wesi Cdﬁipanﬁ
»' . o | - . xr N

- An unusual fo;ceiwas, therefore, early in the spring, 1816,

¢ollected at the North West Fort 6';1 the river Qui "Appelle,
inthe Hudson's Bay. Tcrritories,_u‘n:der the command of Alex-
ander McDonnell, whom we have so uften mzutioned. ‘Tlo
form this force, requisitions had been »r‘nade‘ upon various
i rts of the Nort~ West Company.to @ very great d-iv‘st’a.‘ncé,
as far as For Cumberland or Camberland House, and the upe

per Saskazchewan or Fort des Prames, all of which haa cons

tnbuted thexr quoms°

The Commander at Fort Camberland, was John Duncai!
Campbell, & partuerin the North West Company. After
the month of January, 1816, he often exhibited to' the bois
brulés and Cauadian engagés at bis Fort, the leiters which,

he

. /.
(") he name of this gentleman accrmpa ur‘il Vit wiga ex cummms,

v be found in ;the pages of the Edinburgh Review-: a work amongst,
velmse imputed defects, = e 40 aot remember 10 nave seen numbered ¢ theg
praise of 1he undeservieg,”
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o received from Alexander McDounell of Qui Appelle, from
Allen ‘V!cUonneli of: Fort -&lexa.,der, from. JohnMcDoun ll
of:LaRiviere du:Cygne, and- o'her partners-of the Company,

\m which the.writers informed: bim. of ‘their plans to' make
war upon the colony, and desired his ¢o-operation in seuding

forward apart of bis forc’_e‘-t'o assist tbem.'EC‘ampba'li,’, in cone’

.'sequén‘ce," some time previous to. the period fixed: for. the.
junction of 'tb'_gir»-i-ejspect‘ive levies, directed a part: of the men
dﬁd:ef his comm‘and , 10 g0 to the g\ene'r'al rexi’dezvéus at.Qui

' Appnﬂe, for’ the purpose, as-he expmssed it, - de fau‘e la

guerre ‘aux Anglois,” of- makmg war- upon the Enghsh (*)

IR

One of Lhe bms bmles refused to go, .as the ob_)ﬂct of the

B

expedmon was to raxse thelr bands agamst the. hves of thelr

fellow sub_]ef'.,s. He was then told by Campbell “ that tbe

¢« North West Company always protected those who acted

s 'm 1ts suv;x;rt. That n was well known, that many had
s been gmlty of cnmes to advance the mtereets of the Ccm-
b  pany, but that not one of them had ever been brought to
& Jusuce. That as the North West Company had before
§ protected $0 1t would con'mue w protect those who gave

\12

- (‘ « The Bnglish? is the” appéllation bestowed by the North- West
Gompany, upon.the sexvants of the. Hudson 's Bay Company, gnd the cox.
lonN‘.s at Red River as a term of 'eproach. Do tae North West Com'
pauy- forwet ‘that'they: are ‘almos} all.of thé same race:?.COr. are they.: uu-
wxllmg by any claim of descent o1 connechon,m dlsgrace 1he stock from,
-'-wheme they sprung ?.



it assmgauce or. acted under its: command r%&%
bmle stﬂl perﬁmted in, bxs fefusal’ A amall pazty, howevel‘.'

‘ conmtmg of: sevm bois: brulas atid; ,two-.Canadmns, sereiipy
duced to: march to.the: plat:e of: rendexvpus& althm’h;somsghed .
Wars at;the pro;pect of t»he dangﬂ;s thavtmnaxte& thm ’
When thig; party ,Were abnut to st forwamd Camgbgll maﬂﬁ
them: o spnecb, whwh a perzon gresent ha ss&led to~rhav,‘—'

been a8 ,neariy ag he could recollect in: the followxag words k1
. 'lenez, vous étes des Jeunea Gens et naveg 3amam Q&é i .

it atmﬁ:e a&‘axre pare;lk, prejies. g{u'de -de. vous l@lsser Sup,

“: prehdre machez de bien ecoutmzxeux ‘qux yous cgmmande—

€ “ront; et si vous venez is vous battre, cothencez par les

“ une occasmn de vou:. baure, vous pouvez retemr les An-
G SOEGED
“ glozs de la Colome, et les empécher de sortlr, usqu'a"ce

“ ‘ que vcus dyes fe secours de ws bourgeels de Montxeal

pd d’Athabaska, dg. Lac La Pluze, et d’autres endrolts qm

‘-"""i'd;izs‘ ' ‘ettront en ém de’ detmn‘e Ia coiome. «—thcb—may

be elm mmiasea '--“ vAttend, yon ate you;xg, and hav&_-




S5 N
: ‘-a«neyer‘bean wgage&mw sxmilﬂéiindwtakmﬁ)#a}ﬁe i

“. and othet,places, who mll pnt yuu in su&iczeut force to

“ deszmj tbe colouy. ! After th' 3 harangue m wh;ch the

gnce were: explamed tbe par..y prozeeded w the rendezvous,

MuDannqll’s post at Qm A ppelle. - S

The Hndsoms Bay Company were m po;sesslon of 8 post
o5 the river Qm Apaeﬂ in the vxcmuy of the North West
post.at, wluch Alexander \IcDonnell commanded. The P;-

veer Appeile, is. one of the tnbntary sueama of ﬂze Red g

vaer

/7

' T e post estabhshed on the Qm Appeﬂe by the

Hudson s B

i ed

y Companx wag one of those usuallv denommat- o ‘
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' pruwsmn *Peste s atwhick large qnmut:es of - provisiony .

"‘e\' sisily &bﬂected from*thqmzmemus he.rdsm“ wild:cats

t!"e whieh &!itﬁlﬁ n: theiptmns, and. froxm whem:e theygwero

sent do@mvm boats 107 Rved‘ Rivét for: the use, of; the celony,

weﬂ as'of the Huﬂson’& Bay (}empany.

West Company, we cannot, o Jusuée 0 the reputauon of

t!:e dead, refram from laymg before our readers an exact ¢oy

Mn. ‘ A‘JBRUN

“ .vazib‘u; quarter that tbe Agents of the North West Com-
‘ ' « Pany
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« pagy intend: attempting "1o- interrapt . oir: boats i thei®
« ",',ags‘s‘ge from “Qui-Appellé hither; you will proéied-as
“» soon as possthé ‘with 'thé men whom Mr. Robertson will

ER IR A s

« 4 p’lare under your -:orders to Brandon House. * Wheii

o there, you ijll concert mth Mr. Patex: Fldler,,,:_how fag;\xt '

: ,3*«
' decxdmg' '

“- may be. adv:sable to pracevd to Qm Appelle or rexn

the gower

"% It is miy wish that you carefully avoid every act of s

b~
w

ulity, until fully justified by the conduct of our enemjes.

o
IR

1The" h’alﬂbreads ha.vinc lr.;en ordeied to assemble ',a.t tha '

o
"

¢ them must be conslderad as, commnted by 1mmedldte aud .

Y
.

au.honsed Agsnts ¢ of the North West yompany, 3nd ra.:

- R

pelled or retahated accordmbly I trust, bowever, tua,,\

-3
B

your | modcration and the cpole‘-' reﬂectun of your oppo:.

-
-

nents, wxll preveut any serious cx.,turuance takmg phce ..

-
-

Should I, however, be unfo u;us‘ely mistaker, you will

& rememb°r that the quarrels in'which ymz ‘have before ‘tak-

e g

’abp‘x_xi'l'xdii"f vy _ibje’tw :n Pfed Rncr and Qd

(") Bramion hQﬂ
Appeile-




méx

- % e Pﬁl‘t, may have: beest gr,aﬂy more m:por%ant, (‘} i
“ could mtlifmorejhat. B & am,slr, . ey o

: L AL yonmsmcarely, gt
. ROBERT SEMPLE "

Mr. Pambxun after reachmg Bra'ﬁﬂo’d'House, aﬁ';l' éfier'

havmg commumcated thh ’\Ir. Fi 1dler, a8 B had been die

'vrecteJ consxdered it a.dvlseabie to go on,w"and accordmgly
proceeded to tbe Hudson s Bay post at Qm Appelie, ai wh:ch
Mr. James Suthexland commanded Mr. Pambrun there
.:ecewed fuli (:onﬁrma.tmn of the g:(eat preparatmns tbe

North West Company wefe makmg

In the begmnmg of May follbwmg, Mr. Suﬂaerland ané'
Mr. Pémbmn, with abont twenty-two men and five boats, set
off from Qui Agvpelle o convey the provisions abid'furs ‘they .
biad collected to Red River, There wezé on-board the boats
abcut six ‘hundred” bags of ?emu:an, twenty three packs oi' .

Furs, and above seven hnndxed Buﬁ'aloe Robes, besxdes other
property. ' R - :

The ceurse of the vaer Qul Appelle is extremely czrcuzte
ous, se that after the boats bad procee:ied nearly s:xiy miled
accordmg to the courss of the nver, they were stll only
ghout 12 xmles by land from the place of- efabapkquon. The,

" stream,

(*) Mr. Pambmn was an officer actively emplo} I t‘le Ennhsh
Serwce dunnw the late American War, and reuexved the bubhc ihsnks :

Bt his superiors for bxs condaet,
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. mam ﬁm was’ rapld and the nsmgauon rendered dﬁcn}t
bysboais Abeut the 12th of ‘May, while they were' em-
bamssed in gegt;n_g thrqngh this part of the river, which was
only about SQ'feet~wi§e,f they were :cglied tipon to su“r;:ergdef,t‘
and - threatened ‘with instam death if they demurred, by a
body of armed men who had prevlousiy concealed L.Jemse'ives,

’ partly in holes deg mto the bank, “and partly behind a. kind -
of breast wcrk, Thxs body consxsted of abont fifty bois bru-

‘ les and Cauadlans, nmder ‘the eommand ot‘ Cuthbert Grant, |

Thomas McKay, Rodenck McKenzxe, and Peter Pangman,

Qlerks and I;.terpreters, m“xhe service of the Noe'th West

Company. Resistance egai;xst 80 suﬁegi_or a foﬁ'ce ywould

bave been nuevavi.lmg,‘l ba'd‘ the ‘men in the boats beep in a

situation to have fought, but embarrassed as they were with

the djtﬁcmtie§~ of the navigation, anyv‘res’is,tance was impracti- .

gable, -

k Sutherland, Paexbrun, and their men, were in consequence
made prisoners, ' and with the preperty under their charge
tekeu once more up the river to the North West Fort at
Qui Appelle, in tog vxcxmty of the post from whence they
‘had first set out. There they- saw Mr. Alexander McDon-
nell the con:mal der of the Fort, who mformed them that it
was by his order, that Grant and hls a.ssocxates had pursued,

ggke;.\ them pnseners and seized on their property ; and de-

N ‘ ' clared,



tged

clared, that 1t was Jut fiable in xetaliatxon for Robex;_tsbg?g

hanng lately takeu pos=es~zu§n o£ tbe Norzh West F

the settlement at Rea Rlver.: At tbe sam

b;s mtentzon of again. destm) ing the Colony, (”)

Thﬁ ,

(') It may not be mpmper here, to explam the clrcumszanwalluded
#6 in‘thie menace of the Noith. West Paitner, ' The North West Pos\‘. cala
led Fort Glbraitar, at the forks of the Red Rlver (wn'un a mile of th e"
sevl.,mem) whicli’ ha.d seérved as the head- quarters and as;lum of the
North West f5rees, that in 1815 had destroyed the colony;"contained af
the time of -the unexpe'-ted retarn of the colonists, but a small number of
men ; as the o‘reater -pait of those forces of the North ‘West Company,
vuieh, during the spring ¢ of 18,15 had heen quartered there, were th-
drawn after the ﬁrst destraction of the colony. But as part’ of the arms R
of which the settlerhent had been depmed, still remained there, Colin
Roberison, in yirtue of. a warrant, as we are mformed, caused this fort
to be en:ered and' :earehed, in the month of Sepwmber, 1815, and camed
away such of the plindered arms 3s. he could find. )

Y

" ‘The forz was left jn the possass;or: of the Neiig, West\Company s 'sera
vants, pove of whom were molested. ‘& notification was subsequently
given, requizing. afier-a certain time, that- they should retire from .the .
fort ; a measure which tize governor prubably thouvht necessary, as well
from its being situ- ted in the Hudson’s Bay territoric., as from its having
been the as_ lum of the forces which had before expelled the colony. Tx.e
- North West Company, however, remamed in the guiet possession of the
fort, until the month of Mareli, 1816, During’ the interval betweerd
September and March, information had beea reccived from dlfferent
sources, thot Duncan Cameron and others, were takiang measm-es 10 obe
fain forees from various quartess, to attack the eolonists and destroy the
colony a second time. Affidavits were also made, thal cerrain persons
were coqveymg “letters, containing an account of their hostite plans, Td.
corSanence, the beasers of the the'letters were legally arrested, and apogt
tl eir exammauon, fall confirmation was oktained - of tue intended come
mission of new crimes, - Cameron still commanded at Fort Gibraltar,
and was arrested there in the month of March [613, by Colin Rebertson,
t.n;ler whose charge he Wd.§ aiterwazds ¢© . dto Hudson’s Bay, for
—s : . the

>



(ween Governmsnts and States. “But the pracs -

dutied 3 “bxéretisd ‘over & vast ~égeagffaf'~’c‘ea5&y, iit5
wh!Jh tbezr ongnal ‘Entrinte was an dffefics: azamsz the
faws:: and‘nf ‘whick then' sﬁbseq.:-nt possesswn “has” beerri .
sdintsinéd only By violenes and bloodshed: Retal ation, 464
dorcing @o@he‘Nortb" _W‘est‘ acc‘eptanan‘ of tbe"wdr‘d dozs nnt'
féan, asmcommoh Tanguage, én"é‘qﬂéi infliction For if
shch wers - its sig gnifieation, how: could the destrustron of é.
koiony and the massac e of 1ts inhabitasits be *h‘e retahatmr:

for an *mputed sfespz.as ?:

McDon‘neI.i.

-

fhe' purpose’ of f“bé'in'g senit from tkence to Englénd, Where he ‘will, no
doubt, receive perféct justice at the hands of ap impartial tribugal,. .

. .

‘The North West Company’s servants after the arrest of Cameron guitted
the fort but declined thea removing certain packs of furs and other atti=
0]8:, of which an investory- was tierefore made, and tendered to'thém.
TheFort was afterwards taken to pisces, that it might not gerve as a.
fatare asylim to de:tro; ers of coionies, and hubters of men.  Yet not
uptil the condust of thie North West Company rendered it necessary as a
measure of precaution in sell defence,
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McDonuell howeVer, was not satlsﬁed thb a. smgle éen
ﬂaranon of his determination, © extermmate the. eslony, bu%
- expressed. his mtentwns repeatedly and upenly-. -His mos
twes for . thus pubhshmg the plan he. bad in v;ew, before. m‘i
execntxon, and under czrcu*nstances wlm:h dtd ‘not always
absolntely requxre its open avowal, would seem to’ have beea

to. famxharx»ze lns foliowers to- his prn_;ect, to. mspue them '
'thh co nﬁdence m xts success, . ehd. to reconclle them to.the

i commlsslon 0[ the atmemes neceasat) for its acccmmphsh-

- iogmt, Mr. Pambmn, was detained & pnsener at;the North

West Fort at. Qui, Appelle, for no, unimted offence, W:th-
Q“P.Wa!?g?“‘t,’ and without. authérity, until ; ahout thg,en_d .of
May, 1816; when all the expecied levies of McDonnell had _
a‘r'rive('i‘ He was xhen dzrected to ‘embark on beard cze of
ahe boats prowded for the conveyauce of 2 patt of the force
to be. employed in the war of extermmatmn agamst the set
thement, while the remainder o{ the force travelled on horse:
back, avd cscorted the boats along the rives,. These boats
Alexander McDonnell caused to be loaded with the furé and '
provisions whxcb be had teken about tke 12¢h May from’
‘Mr. Parabren and hxs assoc'ates, and then he h:mself eme
barked asComnrandeb in €hief of the expedition, Durmg
the wyage, the Commander lrformed his folIowers, “ that:
¢. the business of _;he Iast year at Red River was a mere triflg
“ i spxﬂéarismvw‘i'th what quuld take place there this yéar i

_ “ that

3
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“ tbat the: North West- Compnmy and bma bnde& meré
& -one. and the same, : tbat the bois . brules were, his, hght
“ .tmops._ e

S -Wbeaft”h'e*-féxi)é&iﬁoﬁ had arrived ‘o far: &6- the forks ‘of

Dsslmboyne River; theyw were et by 2 Chief of the Sautoux
s these, Ale*{and,er Mcoﬂ ‘
Donsell inade a speecb, lmpcftlng ~thag «: ﬁ’xe Englw#" :
o~ "meanwg the settlers at Red Rwer,; nd' :‘Ee serva.nts of thé

natmn of Indlans mtb ‘his baud..

: poor and wretched but tbaz the Nonh Wesf'
: & Compan} Lwobld expel them, since the Indnans dld not
& choose to do 1t. Thatm case of reststance, the gronud'
. &-‘ shmzld,’be dreached wzth the blaod of  the settlers, and ot
one should be spared That t}‘e Nonh West Company

A-ﬁ‘:

did not need the asslstance of tl‘-e Indlaus to accomphsii
their designs 5 but yet, he would; nevertheless, be glad 1f

some of their young meh would join him.”

The sohcntetxons of the North West Company to cbtam
the co-operauon of the Indians i n their axtacks upcn the Co‘ .
lonv, had bean alivays iheffectual, (*‘) And the u«.nveé

" see m

« ‘) In the morth of Jely 1818, in a conneil held before Lhe Indxan de-
yartment at Drummond’s 1sland, near Lake Sapmor in the presence of.
meut. Col, Maule, president, Lt Col, MeKay, superintendant of Indian

‘Adfairs,
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geciii evén to. Bave boen aware, {hat if they aflowsd théin
felves to° be (!‘ised;\'hs!t-hq Jaistriments of crice; their employs
¢rs would not have the: cander t0 assume any 'por.t'ibii‘ﬁf}“ﬂig :
" guilt, but would in such & case endeavor ta thyow »,thﬁsentfzr; |

ST S -'  o, e cinfamy

ﬁé’a{iis,: Yoha ‘Adkin, dnd otheds, & ‘dbitarktion Was fads by Katat?r'éc
. Betay, an Indian Chief: of Fond du Lac;, importing thut he had: been.soli
eued by some of the North West Company , to lead lhis nation to make
" @ar‘upon; 2nd destroy-the Brglish Colonyat Réd Rivér, = That'he ba:
Been, cﬂ',ereq all the gnods in three of their stores as.a reward, if e would.
undenake ‘this ‘service. That he had refu;ed thexr oﬂ‘er, and declined
takmg_arm; agaiost; thé-coldny, dntil le, kpew, whelgerit wouleb bensav
lxsfactory to the Indian dcpartment, and his. Great Fether on the other
side'of ‘the’ grea{ fake. That hb-was S months afierwards offered a.
bribe if he would cause bearers.of dispatehes: to the colony. to.be inter«.:.
cepted by any of bhis pecple, “and. robbed of their paper’s, or murdered
Thét lie had declined this service. alsa, " Evidence hassittes bbeti prootrs
‘ed \vhlch confirms, the statf-ment; of .this Indian Chief. Tha lauer ser-r
vice, ihé robbery of the dispatchies, whieh he dec!med otliers were pro-
cured - to..peeform in consequence of directions from AL N. McLeod ~agd'
other pdrtners. The North West Company have endeavored— to comparc
this infamois and felonfons transaction witli 106 §iép 1dked B Goverror
Semple in the arrest of the letter carrier ‘at Rea River., And their usual,
{el.cny in es'abhshmg equal c"arg,s and equdl laims between the rival
compariies has attended them liere. ‘The bearer of Ietter» in' Goverao?
Semple’s case, was xegah} arrested after evidence 0‘xven, that ke papers
be carried contained pidns of destructmn, and fecommeadations of muzs
der and crime :  These letters were publickly aed officially opened and ,
exdmited, and their contents supo: ted and proved  thé truth of- the dvi-
dence which had been given. But in the present mstance, no endence
Vas taken, The béarer of the dis spatelis from a péer fo tie Govemor
cf the, Hudson’s Bay territories was not arrested, bus dlrecuons were gm»
en by ‘WcLend and othets rmpomng, that be should be rohbed of hls
papers. He was in consequence beaten and robbed mot of his papers only,
bui of otber property also. e dispatclies, thus feloniously obiained,
were in conforml‘y to tle, dxrecuors given, clandestinely convesed 10
Fort Wlllxam, aLd thére oreﬂed, nut, in public, but m a seqet ce*cla‘e




g8l

infamy from - themselves upen, t\heir auxiliaries 3 fro:h the
;pmt bech omued, upon the machme wlnch only execnten.
‘A mode of procedure, whlch i the unsophlsucated Judg~
ment of sa.vaoes, woulg. not seem perfecﬂy conszstenz thh

: t]ze pnnc;ples of justice. - e

As soOn as the ex'pﬁditioﬁ undei MeDongell had a&vanc- ,
- ed.to: within 2 few mijes of the Hudsans ‘Bay Company’s
post at Branden: ‘House, Cumbert Grant was dew:hed from
the main body. at the head of 2bout 2;; men, with, Otdets 10
take tng' fort, and pluader it of_*_.a.l! the property it contained,
. A -servige Whiéh Grant effectually .pé,rf_o};me‘d.', ,bj éillaging
th2 post nut esly of itb\’e\goodé, provisions, anﬁ :fur.s,"bek:p'g.g
ing to:tke: Hudson’s Bay Company ; but alsa of the a.rticleé
~ of private property. belonging fé the ihéividuéls there, al.
- wost dll of which, with the exception of tbe furs, were dxsm-
'buued as rewards amongst the servants of the \‘orth West
Companv, Canad:ans, as well as bois bruids, ‘und._er the coms |
mand of McDoanell, ' — N o
BT " After

.

of the partness, They contained’ nothing but what was honorable'to
the character and humanm of the, Earl of Selkirk ami others, of who<e
1etter_s they ccnsisted, ’Ihey remained at Fort William under the i inspece
$ion of the Honorable William MeGillivray, one of the partners, and &
Member of His Majesty’s Council for the Province of Lower Canada, and
would never a«am have béen seen oF heard' of,’ had ‘not lel:am MeGil-
hvray and. his pariners been asrested ; aner which, the place where the
dispatcles were, sncrewd in a closet in the Couneil Room at Fort
William, was nomted out to the Earl of Selkirk by Daniel M!senzm, one
of the partiers,
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Aﬁer the ach:evemem of this. conquest, the expedr‘ -

}mceeded onwards. Mf‘Donnell divided his force’ mw smal-

Ter bod:es, over which thbert. Grant,-Laserpe, Alexander
l?raser, and Antolne Hoble,; wers appo'm.ed nom'nanders S
and one Seraphm Lamar, acted as second in command over

the w!:o!e.

About the: lﬁth of June, the expedmon reached a placq

caﬂed Portages des Prames, -at the dlstance of about sixty

miles from the Colony at Red River, the- mtqnded scene of

' ‘hd:ﬁle‘ operéﬁo’qg. They :!1;alted ‘éf P_prt‘ag'jexdeé ‘Pkiairiealy

searly, two days; during which time -the bags of Pemican
were Qroughﬁ ashore, and €0 arranged as to forme r"ampﬁrt,_
which was gnarded by two, brass swivels, part of the arrg

taken from the settlement the year be:ifo;‘e.

' About the time they reached Portage des P-r_aixies, an Ine

dian atrived at the settlement, bringing inteiligence of the

'éxpedition, and its proposed object. . As goon as the Indiang

around. tne settlement heard of thm, two of the Chiefs went

to kold a caun"xl wn.h the governor, saying they were come

to take their father’s advice,. and reaunstmg 10 kuow from

bim in wbat. manner they were to act. Thqy added that
they were cextaxn he-would be attacaed and if thelr assiste
ance sbogxd bg_ wanted, they and their yoeng men would be K
ready to. defend kim,  Governor Semple only d(;:gérgd. themj

nog
A
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Hm mouves would seem to have besn m
mpart, cons:deratlons of humamcy to prevem; the com:mssmn
of cmelnes by persons, over w‘mse resent-newt, xf he- accept=

ed then‘ ~axd he could not have possessed a perfect ‘eontrol ;

andm paita reoard to hxs own chas‘acter, whxch wou‘d have

.' ,been liable:to unjust aspersxons, by using the arms of I ndlans :

agamst the subjects of his. owa country: Besides whatever
mpresentatxcns might have been made to. hlm, respectmg
the determmanog t.o e!cpel the colony, be could never have
contemplated the possxbzhty of so barbarous and wax;ton &
. Masgacre as that. in w!}_u;l_z he and his peogle were sacr}ﬁ-
'ged Thé nexﬁnorninc the Indiag Chiefs came again, and
toid the. governor they were- afram he wot !d be dnven away,
and that in eonsequence they should be made miserable.
- They tben’ reqﬂested him, lest such an event should hapoen,
f\o_give,. them ammueition to su}p_port’ !'.heill" quniljes during
At‘h'e\ summer. ‘.'Ifk_l_el‘;gqvemor re'p}ied, that be could ‘nqt fear
the people they represented as co_m_zr;g, but as nothing was
certzin in this life, he should order them a sufficiency of am-
gﬁuﬁitiqn for their summer’s support. Iow different was
bis conduct in rejecting the aid of Indian auxiliaries, where
they vo!uptanly offered their astistance, and where it woul'i
have been 1awful for him to have accepted it, from t:he trea-

sonable condact of the North West Company, i endeavon.r~
mg to excite the Chief T{.ztawa.betay and others, to Xead

i‘ar‘zr na.xons to mako war upon the Colony ?

- e 0

»



. detached a bndy of “about’ 70, ”o

On the lsth of § nne, MchnneH the Commander in {‘hieﬁ‘

rsemen, under tbe m'ders ot#’l -

Grant; Laserpe, Fraser, Hoole, and Thomaa MKay,w:th ‘dz-., .

recnons to attack the ¢olony, and remamed hnmse}f mth the

‘rest of his foree; and all the property uader his care; at the‘

T’ortage des Prames. Cuthbext Grant now assumed the

.chxef command of thlB detachmen » which was accqmpamed

by “two, carts of provisions, . and proceeded. on: horseback;
through the p!asns and meadows of this dehghtfnl regxon,
(heretofore represented by the North Weat Company as m-

capable of affording subsxstence) untnl about 5¢ clock in- the,\

: aftemoon of the 19th of June, when theyaeacbed the co!ony :

at Red River, henceforth deservmg the name of the Rtvgr oﬁz

Blood _ o

Tmmediately on ar'rivihg at the. 'ﬁrst habit'at'ibns,' thay,
commenced their operauons by making pnsoncrs of Lhe set- .

tlers when a man, stationed asa watchman on an elevated

. part of the fort or gavernment house, calied Fort Douglass,

gave an intimation to the cmemor, of thn approach of a
‘*ndy of men apparently in arms. The governor and some
othersithen endeavored to reconnoitre them with a sﬁy glass, -

and diatincﬂ;} perceived som‘e arrﬁed men.on horsébaék Not '
b°1ng aware of their numbers and hnpmg by bis appeararce o

thh a guard az weH as by hls authority, to prevgut any gn-

; s ‘ - . j " r‘y
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Vernor called out m the presence of some who are yet

vmg, to: a,ttest *be trath uf the facin'elated, “ ' we. must 30

r‘and meet these people, let twenty men follow me. 'I.'hez'e

ere at. that time in,

LA AT

‘"al f. whorm would readxly bhave accompamed him if he had
teqmred it, for. he was much bsloved,‘and hls people always

ahawed such pqrfect wxllmgness to execute has wxshes, that

una it necessary tarepress, thau to excxte thezr
51‘:&!61' iiy hxs se:\ace. : But ag he knew ﬁot the amoum of the

-“force advancmg 0, the setdement, he dxd not cnncexve n.

R necessary to. dxrect : grea‘iér number ‘than t.wenty to attend

h‘ He, hm'.ever,_‘ alled upoﬂ Bo one mdmdually but
' .upon the ﬁrst mumatmn of his mshes, between ta entv and
thrty o£ the persons preseut mscautly took their-arms- and
\ accompamed him, They bad not proceeded far, when they
were met by ses eral of the colomsts :mnmng towards then:-;
m dismav, and caihng out--“ the North West Com;ang,

u the hali—ﬁree@s,!” e o )

The Babitations of the colonists were between the road of

Ehe settlement and theriver, and avenuss from. the dﬁel'liagsb
of the settlers Ied into the road: The Governor and his.
party cosrt!nued ta adva'xce aleng thxs road te thbe distance

of about half 2 mile &gm Fort Deuglass, when soime. persons

L) : en .

to t,he colomsts, xf the strangers were hustﬂgly mclmed,

the govemmem Liouse abont slxty mén,

L



_,deslred them to advanc& They ha& proceeded Uut alnﬁe " h
farther, when the entlre body of bms brulés and C&nadxgn,
of the ‘ ' ng ohv etk alwgethet
'I‘he lmsbrules were il

fu he ﬁrst tlme, came forward.
.tlr'e dresses of I'zdlan Warrxors, wnh ‘ their’ ('aces hxdeous?y
ipavﬂted 'I’hc numbers and appearance ‘of this. body exclted
,mstanﬂy tbe most erios apprehensxona of danger i’ thd
Covernor and hls party The) bad before Beedi advancmg
visnu the road i m smole als, but upon thie sxght which now
pzesented ;!seh to them, they 1mmedtate‘ly, aid by éomrao
. impulse, thhout any directions being given, ex;ende_d thetn- ‘
selves mto a line across the road, so as to present a Iargei’
frost to the Horsemen, 2nd began to reiredt by walking back-
" wards. The b4dy of cavilry percél.mg their s:tuatnon and
g mtentmas, and, of course, foreseemg a very speedy and sucs
ces_sfa:l ter:nmat.on to thext expedmon, rode ap to’ them.at a
gali;:p , arid tvov prevent. their éscape, formed arotind them ix!. :
, .
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Any furthe: retreat was now lmpractacable. As 800n as the! .

horsemen had ta;:én tbex. posltmn rogmd the: governor’s par.
1}, on one of theu' number, a Canadlan in the Nirtlg West Comd

pzmy’s servxce, of the name of Bouché rode up to the: gd- -

_ w‘ernoi from the e::emy B l.ne, wavmg His: hahduand callmg

oht “ wha.t ’do you waﬁt 4 towbmh the govemor repixed"

w “What do’ you wan!: ?" Bouche havi‘ng now: ceme up to the!

Governor, Ga.id “ we: want our fort, ‘Upon whxch ‘the g

,\M'nor answered “ go to your fdrt.“ Yén," remx!ted B,

déhver up’ hxsarnis atid ¢
ba ms:antly put to ‘dedith: Th,e govemor s.azed‘hold ‘of Bows

' ‘ndaﬁts, the}sbould 3

che S bndle, and Bouche Qprurfg ftomt-kis ihopse; and mads
tawards his compamons. & sbot was mstantly fired; by"
Which- Liedt. Folt one of (.rovem'xr Semple’s party -was kill~

ied Anot‘ler succeeded, by wblch the Gavernor was wotnd-
ed, who called otit to: ius mén, “do. what you can to take
care of yonrseives. The greafer part of them, msxead of

provuimg

'

) Before 1he approach of GovPrnor Semple s party had been seen hy
them, the servants of the North West Company Lad taken prisoners Adext
duder Murray, and his wrfe, two c.uldren of Wm. Bannermau, aad Ak
exande'r Sutherland and otheis; se: tlers, a.x:d Anthony McDonN.l!, a sety

* vant at the setlsment,

)



they were thu. collected; togethcr in. the centre, th sum,und-

iug, cavalty poured .a;volley, of, musketry upon. them, whlch ’
killed several, agd.-kwpundgd:tbg g}:egger‘ggmbe\x;_,ﬁ.fvew s-hq;s,'.
ouly“wsro resared, by which but o5 of she seealonis i,

killed, The cavalzy -gallopged, towsrds, the suevivors, .whe

took off: their- hats, and; called:for ;nemy But =s=addre5§»

‘ pany, and- at their hands was. 1mmed1a»ely recelved wha' -

may. be presumei tbe raceustome;l measure of thel;»gompgg_,_

siom § & speedy termmamon of. eatthly calamlue& The jkpiﬁe',, ’

the spear;. the axe, ‘ot the cball, -in, abie.and willing: hands, :

‘so6n placed in lastmg repose;, those ;whom: pais br: texror ad. ,

sendered; clamorous. . One. enly Wag, spared. throug*h the e

ertions of . & Can.id;an, 0 whcm be Lad been numate ¥
kuown, twqyg‘tl!ers,,‘ were, pmmdentxa_l}y saved by je_sgava‘pg¢._t9{
a canoe, and two more by swimmiig, in. the trmult to the
other side of the river. . To this maesacrc, it is xnown thai
tbe North West L(‘mpany give the name of a battle. W
know not how:the m:htary, who have earhed. never-f&dmg
.xenown in fighting the battles of their country, against fo
- teignenemies; would be pleased to-hear such an appsllation. ©
giveg to such a butchery of théir fellow si:ﬁjeéfs. It wil},
However, be rémarkgd by the reflecting; that' iu bai t/es, it, za

'néiv-
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’ 5& nsnal amongsi those who rems ‘on the Bald as Samii
iants, fo be on otie side all slaughtered‘. save one, and on the d
other side, to number but oné zimongst the slam. It will’ also
be remarﬁed that i in battles, it xs not usaal for every wound’
b be mortal It is well estabhshed tbat many were.only
wounded when the horsemen gal!opped upon them, and con~

"summa.ted the work unﬁmshed Governor Semp!e himself
was nog. kllled (11' we belxeve the acknowledgment of some of
.the murderets, corrobora.ted by a8 stabement made by the
Honorable W;l{zam Mcuxlhvray,) untxl Grant, the cem-.
mandmg oﬁicer, had rzdden up. to ham, dnd had, heaxd him

'Qsay, t.hat he d.d not thmk hlmself mortally wounded and that
if taken to the fort, he thought he mwht recover; Captaui
Rogers, R. E. havmg fallen, rose .up, and callmg for mercy;
was shint through the’ bead by one, ‘and cut open by anothet. |

.‘I‘he others weze butchered wv;h equal cn.elty. .

The sdme Wzlham McGzlhvray, who s nenerallv called

’ '2he head of the North Wes; Company, ina letter from For¢
leham, contammg the statement just aI!uied to, e‘(pressea
Ins qa.t:sfae:tmn, that none of his beonle (meanma the sepe
vants. of, the North West Com;any,) were thhm hundreds
af miles- at, the tune the massacre ‘took place.. Ttis unfor-
ﬂmate, that this Honorable gentle:nan had. forgétten, that i in -

: tbe saime letter he bad Just hefore spoken of what bad passed

bétwees
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~of th&Nonh West Company. o

_commission of these barbarities, | bad conveyed to Fort lelxam, then das

'

,

1f Govemor Semple Had béen 4 fash ‘and crusl ashe wa.é
cons:derate ‘snd bumaue, be could hever be supposed such' &
"madman, a8 to commcn"e an’ attack upon so supenor ‘s force.
1 i is true that t.he law ‘would ha.ve Justzﬁed aml, 1f ~he had' |

possess a

N

= (*)-Itds hkeWxse unfortunate for me Teputation of : Mr, Wm. Mcth
livray aod ias crédit.of his J.ezter, that some of the: Canadla.n servants of
the North. Wﬁt Co«npany, after confessuw that thisy were among.at the.
party under Cuthben Grant, should havebeer taken in Fort lellam,
(a' ter his Mr. Mcuxllmay’s arrest, and that’ of most of his partaers thcre)
‘and snon'id have beem: commiitted: t0: prison: ¢ at Moitreal, under warrants:
from Lond Seltirk, - It is unfortunate, that the same Canadxan sérvants
¢hoild  have confessed thdt they; with’ “iier percoﬁs conce-ned in. thé

der'the supreme control and supermtendance of the same William McGile
livray,and had delivered them for:the’ North West. Company,. that part o
the plunder taken at Qui Appelle, at Brandon House, and at Red River,
which had not beer distributed among tiie robbers and marderers, It is
§till more ‘anfortunate, that the. same ‘Honurable, William McGillivray
should have forgotien, that asa ma«-:strate, it was his duty not to aliow
Liie fort where he presided .to become an- asylum or readegvous for bafis
ditti or murderers, or. a receptacle for. their plunder ; and that on the con.
trary, iostead of recemn'r the spon‘is, and allowing shelier to the murders _
ers, e was bound to, have securéd,the criminals, andto have. dlsc!osed L
the crimes 3 ualess indeed the disclosure shauld ha.ve 1mpl|cated his own
person—m wlm,b case, sxlence could not e pumshable, since by law, nd
wnan is-obliged to bear wuness agamst hxmeelf Amongst other spoxl&,

_.m vast namber of packs of furs, of which the Hudson’s Bay’ posts had

teen ‘plundered, were delivered. by the ser,vants of: me North West Coms
pany at Fort Wllham About forty of thest have been sem. down by the
Earl of Selkirk to the Sheriff of the Jistrict of Momrehl, tobo kem by(
bim i ia sdfe custedy. |
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possessed suﬁiczent numbers, bxs dnty wonid have' reqmred, -

zhatm order to prctect ‘the colony, he- should have attacked o
the mvaders who were makmg the defenceless settlers pn- .

_ scners. But altho? he law would haVe Justxﬁed his. attack. :

mg them, yet such a measure, m hxs cxreumstauces, woa!d .

'the slxgb&est regard to Bis own hfe, or tbe llves of hls peo- ‘
ple, that 1o one, ‘except an Advocate of Notth West pnnem »
ples g’nd practice wauld glve a momex:&s credl; to any stateu

R q;ent ‘of‘v:t};e_ kmd A

Among the slaun on thxs occaswn besxdes the chernor, ,
and Capt Rogers, R, E were M. A}exander McLean, Mr. .
James Whne, Surgeon Mr. J P. W;lkxnscn, prlvate Sec- ’
| 1etary o the Gowmor 5 Lxeut. Holt, of tbe Swedish Navy, |
Mr Adam Sutherlaz.d Robert Sutherland Henry - Sznclalr,
James Moore, James Gardner, John Green, George WIcKen-_
zie, Daniel Donevan, Duncan McN aughton, Dnncan M’Don-
e!! and five others. ‘ ' .

The slam, many of whom were barbarously ma.ngled were

- left unbur,ed for beasts and bxrds to gaze and feed upon, A :

emall number of the natxve Ind:ansz wbo had hugered in the
nelghborhood upon heanng of thls dpeadfnl ea~a.stmpbe,
vmted the: spot, ar d ventured to coxgmlt a ﬁaw of the bodxes
20 a grave. But Ll*exr apprehens.ons of tbe resentment of the i
 ,'¥3£'9: % prevented thelr renmvmg ‘more than a part of the
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Qead:; the others: rex;a:,aed, £x pesgd qpon z!ze grcmmi wlwea
ghey fell. -The Surgeon; Mr. James Whltel wawamoag thg, )
. pumber of tho@: buied by the indtang. .-He i@& a fine. gar- B

der, vahxch had logg t been an ob.;eg:t of theu surgme and. ad-~ )

E mxratlou. . They. weie much attached .o hxm H anc?as a !ast,

“and pecuhar mark of ﬂmr aﬁ'ectum, they bur;ed hlm at a dls-

'tance {wm t.he rest, and m the gdrden he had cuhwated (*) .

After the" massacre, Cuthbert Gmnt, t,he commander oﬁ

the North- West forces, on the occasmn, mformed the person

; whose life had been epared, that he mtended th attack “the
'fort that mght, and in case be met w:tb the shghteat. resxsb

. ance, that P general massacre should eusue. “ You see,

said be; ** tﬁe iztﬂe quarter we bare skoum you, aud now xf a.n)g

4 further resxstance ls made, neltbe! man, womau, nor chﬂd
4 shgll.bq spared. The person to. whom thxq was addres< .

, _ | se‘d

- (') The person who, had baen eut back by Govefnor Semple for tha
cannon, did niot vetorn with it.  Shortly after he left the fort with it, he
heard the firing, which was soan succeeded by perfect yuiet. Conceiving
therefore, that all must be over, he desired a person wuo had joined-him
@s an assistant, to.convey it back to the fert He ihen movéd cmmous!;r
forwards, to ascertain the' fata. ecult, Whl(‘b his fears had led bim to ap-
prebend, taking-cave to keep so-near the fort asto beable to save hime .

* self by flight. He observed the horses feeding, their riders having dis»
mounted and saw some of rhe men amongst the bushes and grass at &
dasiance, who: calle:ont.to bim, “ vour. governor wants you,”* - wong . -
“ you ¢ome and cpeak to your govemor 7 ‘When tﬁndmg Iim not in-
clined to approach nearer, several‘guus were fired at Lim, ard a bail pase
‘sed thro? bisthigh, . Notwithstapdiog. bis waund, e had still strength tg -
ﬂm 1o the fort, wluch he reached and lay zhere until the Bext mommg,“
when. it was: dehwered,up 10 &he niurderers,’ who xecewed it on behalf ef- .
Che Notth West Cempany,
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' &ed askeﬁ ﬁ' thiste Wers i meant of & Bavmg ib'e poo‘i‘ woﬁi‘ii
mtreated bim to take pzty upoh the poor womﬂn, m the
pame of hm daceased father, whose country~women they

' were. ) Afm some dehbératlon, Gmnt saxd that lf they de-

B ,. l:vered all tbdt he called the pubhe propefty, e wonld allow

them to depsrt in .peace ; and wsu'd give them a sa.e ese

cort, until they had’ passad the uorth West Company s tract |
in Lake mepeg, at the same time. observmg that- such
an escort wouid be necessaryw pro_tect the settlers fromy
two othér adxiliary part.ies of Balﬂf:reeﬂs, that weré ‘miomen-
tarily expected to come up the river. Oue of thesé parties,
as Grant sta.ted was commanded by Mr. Wiiliam Shaw,
dnd the other by Simon McGalhvray, son of the Hon. Wm. ‘
Mchlhvray &

The prisoner, at his own eartest colisitations. and upon
his solemn promises to deliver himself again into the hands
of his keepers, and after bearing that he was to be put to

'death. by the nost cruel tortures, if k¢ forfeited his engages
ment; ‘was at length permitted to visit the fort, and to use
P2 , hig

( ’) 1t has™ been suggested as possible, t'* at Mr. Grant might be mwe
taken'in the degree of relationship subsistig between these two penons,
and that this Siinon instead of being the son, mlght be only the nephew.
of the person mentioned as his father. T howev e, Mr, Graut be in ege
" jor, we are not suificienly versud in ¢ bois brulé” gensalogy to aarmb
tits mlstake.
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. biﬁ endeavours to -prevail upon all-the settlers to 'surrenieé'

themselves 1mmedrabely, as their oz.ly meéans, of escapmv a

- ~

general slaughwr.

The yr;soner tben went to fort Douglas, where mwy uf =

the colomsts had taken refuge, and where a scene of dls*ress

. was presented to his view, such as he declared hlmself uRe

equal to descnbe. The wives, children, and relatlves of the

sla.n, were there collected mourumg for the dead de«patr«
m for the hvrng, and magomes of horror, uch as can be

ev:pressed by 8o langl.age, nor even imaged, but by the mrnds

of those on whom the Alxmghty bas permxtted an eqnal vi- }

mtatwn.
Nor was death itself thé severest inflicticn they had beed
jnduced to dread. Alexander McDonnell had encourzged

his men to expect more than plunder, as the reward of con-

guzst ; and had promised them the gratification of their‘}')rua.

1al desires with the wives and daughters of the séttlers, as a

furthier incitement.

The fort did not cofithin a much greater nuibér of men;

than those who had been already killed or taken. . Could'if, :
: therefora, be doubted that they would accept of security on "
almost anv terc.s_? A few vrslts between the fort and thef .

Eaf"é,‘éd_quérteré (_SfClithbgrt Grant, endbled the prisoner toars . -

Tange

i
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] mnge the tefms -of surrender. Foit: Doaglaas t!m habtt&

tions of the settlers, and the property were given up, and 4

'kmd of cap:tnlauon wxg signed by the commander of. thu v

detaghment of the North West forces, in the fullowlug fortn 1

L« Received on accounit of the North West Company, by

% me, Cuthbert Grant, Cler for the North West Company,
a, actmg for the North West Company 4

Ve

_ The protections- given by»jtbe saiuie,cnmmande:,uwére, in

‘the following form :

« Tiiis is to certify, that

rably towards the North West Company T
(Sigaed) “ CUTHBERT ‘GRAN"E",
' “ Cie;k to the North,Wést dompaﬁy.’?_"
It would seem frémi these protections; that conduct meet.
lhﬂ the approbatxon of thie North West Company, constitis

ted the only title 5 security in those countries, And if can

séarcely be sipposed that any coutse of action, howevei - -

Justifiable, could obtain their approbation, uniess it were i
allegiance to thieir sovefeignty and in _conformity to theis

in tres‘fsi

The prease mnde in which the destr..ctmn of tbe colony‘

Was to be eﬂ"ec;ed conlﬂ not ‘have been foxeSeen by McDon-

nell,

Behaved hono- _

-

R}
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fieill; for could he bave éxpected that bis object would havé

been 8o speedily accomplished..

X The matrucnons wblch be gave when he sent oﬁ' tne ds-
tachmeut under Grant, from Portage des Prames, were adap~ ‘
ged for a\more _protracted warfare, Accordmg toa relas’
iion given By ohe of the j;ersansj concernad in the z\nassacr'e,"(
iivho is now in pfison in Monlreai,f MicDonnell’s pfan w‘aé ﬁrsf
to make as niaﬁy of the colonists px;iéoners aé pusgfble, and ;zo
o éiﬁiéulty'éc;{xld be appﬁe,hended in taking all; e;zcept those
ivﬁo might obtain refuge in the fort 3 ;o; enconpass ﬁz‘e furé
after this should be done, and to shoot every person who'
 shoufd leave 1t, either to'v;.mdcure water from the river,or to
obtain food, o tor azy other purpose. As \leDonneit had
tal;;en thé whole stock 6f provisions that ‘vééré going down -
from Qui Arpp'elle to the settlem‘eriﬁ it was ot imagined
that the fort cou’d resist for any length df time. The pri-
éoners ﬁrst taken, were to be sent to McDonnell at !’utage
des Prames, where they were to reain in his custo * ‘y une
il the murder of all who shoufd venture out af_ the fort, and
ghé want of means of subsistence should bave thrown the .
_éuruvcrs at dxscretmn into the kards of.the bemgers after
‘whzch the ultimaté destination of the prlsoners was to be des
termined on.. Biut this plan of McDonnell, hike other plans
for the régulatidri of military dperations, was st to supere
céde the exercise of a judiciots disciétion oi: the part of ‘he

dommandirg
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A@gmgggndingj officer, nor to prevent hig-deviating from the .
z;:ursé présv:-ribed, if any unfor§een occurences, orv fortuitons
combmauon of clmumstances should aﬁ'ord a more eagy and -
expedwn‘»s mode of obta'nn-b the vesult 50 ardently deaxre@
-—the destrucuon of zhe colony, The unexpected appears
ance of Govemor Semple, with a unall party, when Gr&n;.
had yet made anly a few prisoners, offered an opportqmty
too favorab e to be rejected of termxnatmg the affair in
wmch they were eng,agvd s ad’ the governor” § retreat wag
prevemed and hxmself and his pany were cut off 5! the mau.

ner we Dave oefore related.

A messcnger was d=spatched the day following the mas.
sacre, to acquaint "\IcDo—mell thh the success of hx° detache
ment. The m;clhgez;ce wa; given to Me Dpnnell, in the
pr'esnnf-e of Seravphin Lamar, 'a;nd two of thrée others, The
extmvacarre of thexr eXthd.thR, upon l*ea.u:g 1t e'{ceeded.
descr’ptmx\ they shouted thb joy s and McDongell hxm—
self rushed ‘..nonvst h1s men with frantic delight, shaking
them by the hand and exclaiming, © Gacre nom du’us Dieu ¢
"/.ngt deux des Anolozs de tuez. Perfect truth would have
allowed bxm to have sta.ed one-less than ¢ vmgt-deux,” but
we are not surpnsed that he added one to the amouut of the.
sacz.uce. Oa ths other banfi we are rather astomshed,i

thst the excess o;” his satxsfacnon poduced no greater exaga

geravion
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gefation of the number immolated.. The men then enquited .
what logs had been sistained by Grant’s faarly ; and. on bee
"I'g"iﬁférmed that one had been.killed, a‘relation of ihe de~
eeased declared, that the colonists ought all to be put to
death ; and MeDosrell dlspatched 2 messenger to Granc,
directing him £ot to send any- of tbem off, uatil he should az=

rive and determine upon-future proceedings,

The pxxsoner, however, Whuse pray ayers had peva‘l d upon
the murderers to spare the. survxvors, still feanng fmm
the menaces uttered, notwnbstandmg Grant’s pro*msed
protecticn, that the men wox.l’ be butckerad, and the fermales
violated, trged every en‘.:eaty to induce t!‘e captors‘ to hast-
en the d°r:am.re of 'he colonists, whom tbey had declared
then' datermmatlon to ex,,el. Bug notmthstandmg these en-
t“eatrs, t"e czptives were’ nct permitted to re'nove until
tbe Sheriff o’cserved to Grant, that it was evident \}chon-

eli intended to defraud him of the honor of tbe day and lf
McDmmeH arvived be;cre the departure of the settl 78, he
would claim all the gior& of the cdnguesz for himself. This
1emark touched, as was intended, the pride of fhe mu:dercr,
aud be therevpon deciared that ke would kéep his word, ami’

that his prizoners should go 2t once.

The wretcked colonists were immediaely embarked in

canossy
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-aanaes, to “the number, me.udmg men, women and. ciuldren,
of ngarly two hundred souls, with scarce pravxsxoas tor a
third part of ° their j Journey to Hadsoa’s Ba.yt Bat to trem
a8y escape from ruffians, whoge haads were e nbragd ia the
b{dod of. tlfei_r relations and friends, and who appeared stilh
%o bunger for further slaughter, seemed desirable at ihe mo-»

ment, to. whatever other evile it-:hould expose them,

When, thel’efore, McDmned amved fro’n Portage deg,
Pra’rles, with the glu’;ier which hai J“’E[l prevma:ly taken,
be had to su_ﬁ‘eif the disappoiatment of fiudiug his prey des
parted ; 3 disappbjnt aent, w‘hi‘c‘h, it may be presumed, ‘wa‘;
comewhat lesseaed by the speedy appesrance of a fellowe
Iﬁborer/ in the fields of fame, Archibald Norman McLénd:»,"‘v
Esquire, a partner of the house of Me¢Tavish, McGiliivrays,
& Co. and a lustice of the Peace for the Indién 'I‘erri-tories,'
. who rearhed Red River not far frod: the same time, at the
head of about a hundred men, cp%n_pletely armad, .

‘This Magistrate for the Indian territories, instead of ex-
preséiag regret for the slaughter of (bis country-mea, and in-
stead of taking measures for securiang and punishing the des-
troyers of the colpny, as his duty required, made a speech to
them, expréssive of his gratitude and thavks for their ser-
vices. This speech, which we give, not so much \ivith‘a;,:
view of displaying the eloqueace of the North W cstern;orq:‘

Q . L)
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ter, as of showing the light is which the'r atrocities, immes
diately after their commiissicn, were viewed By a North Wes
partx'xer\ and Justice, was, according to the éonfession of én'q
of the wurderers, in the following words : « Mes parens {

“ mes pares ! qui pges ont soulagé dars le besoin! j’ai ape

¢ porté de quoi voix;j gl Je croyois trouver uze qua-
“ rantaine de vous autresiici avec Monsr. McDonnell, main
% voﬁs é:esA plus. JYai quarante habxllemems, meis ceux
* qui enont le plus besom, prendront ceux lé Les autres,,v
“ 3 l'arm &e des exnots cet automae, semnt hablllc.s parellle-
% ment.”—*“ My relatxons' my fellow bemgs' who hava
4 given us succour in our ceed ! I have brought you ‘cloth
« mg I theught I should have found about forty of you
¢ here with Mr. Mct)onnell but your m.mbur is greater. I
“have forty sults, such as. "have most occasion for. them .

¢ will take these. The others. when tke canoces arnve m

% the fall, hall be clothed in leP manner.”

These suits with. the portion they had received of the
spoils taken before, and tbe Red River plunder, migh‘lha;'e
been supposed an ample compenca*tcn for their iniquiues
without a promise of further recompence. But the encou.
ragers of crime often find it di.fﬁcult to satisfy the cupidity -
of their agents, These ’suité were an extra dor. atinn, and
-amongst the equally deserving, prudence zeqwed that all
shou!d be placed op an cqual footmg.

: The
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- The conduet of the i‘ﬁag'xstrate‘oﬁ this océasion will, hiow-
"éve}; excite less surprfz’ze, when it is ardderstood that the dess
Rruction or expulsicn of thev'Célony has béen stated as one of
the g}éat objeets of hi§ journey, ia the lstters of ‘some who
a:ccoxﬂpanied him; and who expréss fears of danger, in theit
own words, fears, lest they  should leave their bones in the
Gountry,” in the attembt to execute thiose plans of hostili=
ty on which they had resolved. It was prob-bly, with thess
ntentions, that some of the ca’.nnczi, of which the ssttlement
Had been plundsred the year before, were carried by McLedd

2mong his military eqnipmerits,

iiis gratitﬁdé and his ]lar,esgm‘;s,:c‘ari!iqt, iberefore, occasion
Ai.i_étonishmif'.;nt : iﬁaschh as they proceeded from the sudden
:irnpulse ok;. his joy at fizdiug the work accompl:shed by his
associates before his arrival, which his fears wmight have
xf,'l_;i.spelj;ed, would be attended with déldy, difficulty or dane

ger, even to their united force,

On the secoud day after the settlers were driven from Red
f{;wer, the.ir‘ ‘progréss was arrested by McLecd, who detain.
ed them, notwithsﬁnding “heir distress for provisions, nearly
“{wo d;}'s, until be bad searched their cances and plundered
them of the maruseripts, belonbging to the late G:xv_erno!l',
and the papers and Books of Accounts relating to the Colo-
5y, which the murderers fiad allowed tliem to retain. Me-

Q2 } Leod
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Lesd also kept as prisoners five of the persons /who‘ h'ad.i_)e’eis..

- driven from the é'ettleqient,‘ ‘whese namés are, John P-,riwliard{
John Burke, Daciel McLeod, Patri/ck‘Cp}cpran',-,énd Micﬁaei
Hej&en.»' Tke cz;na‘e‘s 'were then alliﬁwed- to prbcéed., By

' ibis’ aet the North West Justige became inadve: tenﬂy instras. -
inental to the disclosure of his own guilt, and that of his ags
acciates, for bad thess five not been prevented from proceed-
ing, they. might not have beéﬁ afterwards beard of ; but by
their deteation, evidence has >been secured; which otherwise.
would have bren deficient ; ;;sr ‘wqul‘d,jhave_ been withheld uns
til after so long a timé had elapsed, ‘as would have bnaﬁleé}
the guﬁty to have secused the silence of others whose infor~
imation Fas been eqﬁal}y important. Under tixese circumis
stances, it would require no unusual strergth of £a;ith to bé~
fieve, that the N‘orib West Jostice artedon this oc'caéion-, un_v"’
der the influence of that mental blindness and imbecility

with which the guilty are often visited by Providence to‘ £

“tilitate the discovery of crinte.

Those five whom M’Leod had kept prisoners, were éfte'r \'Ia;
slous delays, und some cf them after being put in irons, convey-
ed to Fort William. ‘On their v a’iy they sometimes, heard thé.&
recént events discussed, and one night when'none of them’
were probably supposed to be attending, a North West partoer

remarked to another, that the slaughter of Goverzor Semple

and
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Snd” bis people was a ver) bold proceeding,: and tbat theig
‘eonduct mwht have been easdy represented in such a'mode. -

25 0 escape eensure, if they uad nof sacrificed.so many hves.

True, answered the other, but it may be said that he cami

ut to afrack ub, and met his fate, .

’

This Partier has not béen mistakén: the al‘lgéatioﬁ hag
Heen made 3 and the supiidétersof Catbbert Grant and hié
associates, have even §réééi5ded to give the allegation czé&it;
however absurd it may ‘3eem to thosé who have: knﬂﬁr;s
;:Ser'xip'leg and who know the a’.dversaries; to those who con«
gider that the avowed ob'ect of McD Jnnells expedition; for
which he bad long been collecting forees, was the destruce
tion of the colony; to those who consider that the number of
men with Semple dia not amount to thirty, while the num:
ber of their adversaries wa. ;:e~;rly sevémy ; to those whores
flect that ihe advérsaries were on horseback, and-vould eass
iy-have e""luded pursuit, while Semple’s party were cn fuot,
aud possessed no means of escape. Not far f.om the time
when these five pers.ns reached Fort William, MecLeod,
himself, arvived there; and a part of the wmurderers aiso
came, bringing avp‘or isn of the piunder thg:t had been resera
ved for the North West Company, which after being inspece
ted by ene of the Partaers of the Company; was depos.ted
in the Fort. It lad beos observed by one of the Partoere,

npen
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‘%‘pa‘h_ geeing the apjircach of the canoes to the Fort, that, x? ’

 they #br‘ought. good mews, Fétes would be giv‘ier';in ¢:onséaﬁi~
quence. It cobld not be presumed that the recelpt of the :
plander -and the:- accon'.plxshment of 'the event: which: thé
partners bad been so long laborng to protuce, would be con4
sidered as other th}'m fortunate occurrences ;- and'accordinge
ly; the plate became a‘scénef-of fgstiﬁty and,'fejoiciﬁg.
Songs _of ‘triutdph were also Acompoé,éd E in .,C(;fnmémuratéon of
"the slaughiter of Governor Semple and his party, - Of these;
only one, has -yt been forwarded from Fort Williem. Mes
Leod soon after left the fort anew, to prosecute’in othet.
quatters.the" interésts of the congers, . ' ‘
. ,We have thus bneﬂy nanated the ssccnd consa- matmn of
the complete downfall of the nalony, menuored in .l’e le.te;
of Alexaader '\kDonnell 2§ an ob;ect of desare, whatever

tneans might be reqmsxte for its accomphsbmem:.

The conterts of this létter, or atleast the chjects it pro-
puses, could not have been kept a sézret from other mémberg
of ihe samie ¢o parinership, or have i:ean received by them
with dise préf)‘atim‘). because the course of conduct reéuisite" '
for the ttainmtent of tixe ends if d.,cirses, was long ;,ers’s‘ed’ j
in; and after produc ,at tbe experse of Llocd and freasure, :
fhe first expulzion of the COIQDISL:, was agair renewed witlf
ore foxinida!;fé forces vy on the re éstablishment of the cov

‘ lenyy
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!auy, anfl was' pros secuied ‘with more wanton outrages,- %nd
-more barbarous cruelty. Can it be preteaded. that acts: sa
frequently repeated ; plans pursued for years with such. cone
igued anu‘uzxremutsd perszverance ; projects whxc_h requ)p
ed g0 much combinztion, power, and uqsnimity ; atienipts, .
. 82 fall of lahour, expence, and déngﬁ i 3-were the unkguwn,
_unautherised, and unaided operations ot only two or three
par(nera. and thezr servaats, out of. a numereus and Jomt
_cm"em 2 If the others bad disappx‘oved how could these few
haye concealed their conduct, or how could they have eg.
caped the reprobation of their -ﬁa:e virtsous associates 2.
How would they have dared toincur slone the enormous res«
pmsﬂulxt" P A.nd Sow, and why should they_havé sapported
- the entire.expence, since they were not to,rec.e‘:ive the entire
a,dva,ntage, but could ozly obtaia it for the common inter-
-est? The p%etencé of such ex_tre@e ignorance on the partof
tie other associztes in the concerz, would be too unreasonas
ble to obtain belie{ evan from the most proiau;xd credulityl of
the most unsusnectin“ benevoleace, * The things unsesn
d> not alw ays deceive us.”—The circomstances we have
been disclosing, “ have too conjoinily met,” to be consider.
ed acci@eata!, evan if the evidance cf participation which
,is established by a vas* variety of clrcumstances, from the
first dncldra.twns of nostshty, dewn to.the last distribution

of vewards, had been wholly deficiest. From combination

ooly
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oaly, céuld the _Os_teusible perpetrators of the. crimég ha,w
wielded the necessary f force : by general lapp‘mbat'mn unlky;:ﬁ'
' ‘would r.bey bave been induced to imcur such_en: mmr.y of.
guilt’; by conce:t only cnuld their opcr-moas ha.ve bgen: cou- ‘

tioued:through successwe years. _

rd . -

- u what estimation oght those sﬁppopters of the North~ -
West Company to be held, who have had the hardy folly toade

_wance, that the blood of theiy {ell ow sebjects in which the Come.

pany\haVe steeped themselves, was shed, cnly ‘ingnexpec-l
ted collisions and uripremeditated rencounters ¥ Even if cha-
rity.ﬂconld induce the suppositica, tbat: ﬂiuse_wh_c advfamée. this
'opinioﬁ were ignorant of the circumstazces preceding the mury:
del;s, the ¢ircumstances which followed, would have been along
’ snfﬁciem, if thess persoms had éxerpise’d geﬂection, to have-
convinced them, that sach ar opinion could ot be just.” If
there had been no ;g:remedi-taéio,.r'x,.woul'd tke expulsion of the
surviving colonists have been t‘xe aniform result of the mars
der of their friends & Would not the vengence of the vice
ters, if i_t had arisen from the impulse of sudden irritation,
have  been sat.sﬁcu ‘that their antagonists had paid by the
sacsifice of their I,wes £15 their tenierity in oifcndingl them &
 Wosld nots)::ze yet lingering res mains of humanity bave
indueed them to show forbadrance to the ln;::)g;ent SUTVivOrg,
“with _é view to soften, in sume degree, the wreickedaess to

which,
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'duced them ?

~

& The supparters of the. Woxth West Company have eomylam—
N cd of ¢becmehy of giving publmty to imputations of -crime
‘ before guilt was ﬁﬂ ly established and bave al«edged tha.t the .
hlghest ministers of justice, and not the pablic, are the. proper
.trrhunals,before whieh crlmma{s should be accqsed To this it
may be.: -aaswered, tkat if .the charaes were not first.made
known to the. publlc, the power and influeice of the Compdny
would preveat theirever bemg made knowa to Courts s and it
may also be added, that the friends and associates of murderers.
- bave already. appealed to'the pubhc and it would therefore
be straage, indeed; wEre ‘the frleﬁda of Justxce condemnea to

' gulnnce.

That Courts of Justice a'r_e'thg only proper tribunals before
which criminals shcu‘ld' be aécuéed, IS a position which if
justasa generdl rule, coald by no means be consistent w1th"
safety as an universal maxim. We know there are various
circumstances in which crimes of a comparatu'ely pnvate nas
ture, cannot be disclased without danger of i m_;ury to the aca
cused, from public and unfavarable prepossessions, These
are cases in which the truth may be readily discovered,
where the witnesses are at hand, and where the ordinary
' , course of Jaxdmal pro\.eedmgs is su?ﬁcxnnt for the ends of jus»

B
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hcé and the common safetv, thhout the azd of éxecotive
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- But: other: czrcumatauces may arige of more’ gqneral and

momeutuus concern 3 crimes’ mav be commmeé of more ex-r .

tensxve mﬁusnce, and of deeper\dya, ‘-m whosa,repressmn,«.:,

and pumshmem, ebe public has a vital intérest 3 cases may ‘

B occm: in whvchv tbe stream of. Justxce cannot/ﬂow wuhou&
,eonta;x_;znatxon, unless the .asswt,a.nca ofa supenntend_mgrppw‘-:
ef befnt@r;ioé‘ed' to fucilitate t!;e atthority of cdurts in the
productwn of proofs.. Such cages may not ouly Justxfy, bu&

requun from 2 sensé of common mterest, or common danger,-

) .pubhc disclosure,. even before they can be brought to the. '

ultimate tr;bnnél. .And, su'cl_:_é «cage i8 the preseat ; wheres

in the decuments,a!ready obtained, and carrying _suﬂici_en&-, )

e\'ldence for mternal convlctlon, 1mpermusly.reqmre the mm

ves.zfratmn of cnmes, of ne 1ess 1mportance than a traitore

ES

~ous and extensive consplraﬂy b Vi Brmsh subjecta, for the des~

¢

tructicn cf an mfant cmonv of thelr countrymen, p!anted un-
der as higb a legal sancuon as was ever bez’ore conferred up-

on sx.nha.r estabhshment ("‘) A ecnspxracy of long cona_

.

zizmang,e, and in wh ¢h the arme of the conap;mtors hava

(SN N o
N " N B

. ‘ - been ‘

i e

(*) As some have pzkxehde,d that the Hudson’s Bay territories: are-nog
British colonies, we refer them to the last act of the British Parliament,
on the subjers; which was passed in the year 1813 ; and dlspen%d with?
some regulations.dn force, with respect to other coionies, in order to fas
cilitate tue eungration of colonists to the Hudsow’s Bay Tertitories, v
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$zen twice srowned wita success, and twice;sullied withi the.

N

asxc_w;g‘f.sh,e;r.;fe_um,_guij;,c‘t.si!

Whlle the North W st Company possess m the mtenor

Qhe power whmh tbey have long exerclsed that power is
¥ S EE PR S
ﬁuﬂ‘icxent io keep back those agents and accomphces of cnme, '

whom the workmgs of remorse, the hope of pardon, or the

a“ »«»

desue of repuumg wrongs. mlght mduce to gwe thexr testl-

ony. . It. IS by the mterference of l:ugher authonty ﬂlone,
that the exercise .of t.hls power ean be prevented the l ght of
truth obtamed and :be mterests of the commumty preserved. ’
Wlthout tnls mterferencc, the bare formahtxes of a mal
' mxvht be gone through tne semblance of an equal admmxs-
trauon of the laws xmght be keptvup but tbe reahty wou‘ld

have vamsbed and 1t would be a mockery nf jnsuce.

" Némerous, however; are the obstacles which oppose thé sut-
Zessful interposition even of bigher éﬁthbﬁt‘y on this veeasiba.
 *To the uncuntfoled power which thé North West Company
have for some time usurped in the interior, and which whilé
lt 13 permmed to contmue, mast rendef evety endeavour to
obtcun Justxce, nearly, if not a}together meﬁicacmus, is to be
idded the inﬂuencejof the n’um_erons cunnec_tmns and depems
denté of the;(iompany in this country ; an influéncé which is
gxerted through d:fferent classes of socisty Wt‘ltil digiempez;ed
_ asiivitys To this is also uniied the weight and authority cf

R2 theiy
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 their conhiexionsion the bench; and of their associates in hié

Majesty's Couxcils in this Provinee, where itway with truth
be said, that durmg some adxmmstrauons t‘:ey have rendered
the Government madvertently “subsérvient to zheu- pohcy‘
Bat altho these are obstacles that may retard fora time, they

cannot under a Brmsn Soverexgnty, u}umatel y ptevent the pu- '

- mshment of-crime of the esta’blzshment of nght They should

be consldered as mcltements to é;xemon, noc as causes of des- \
pondence and in the performance of a plous cblxgatlon, of &
duty. sacred to the a*hes of t’ne dead the spmt of Justlce aud
the zeal of bumamty should rise in vxgor aad m energy, un-
il they bemme proportmnate to the dlt‘ﬁculnes thh whxch

they have to centend.. Few mdeed are the mstances m

- which the voice of complamt bas b°en allowed to pass une

heeded in the mother country, altho on objects of far mfe-
rior momment. And the‘e,stabhshed jhonor.and hum_amty;of
the nation, are our sécurity that en appeal on the present oc-
¢casion to its ineuited digrnity and its violated sovereignty

will not be-made in vain, () -

(®) Itis well ascertained that a body of military, however small,
even a serjeant-and-ten men, would bave been sufficient to‘!‘avé p’réven-
ted the massacre in 1816 It could not of ecurse have been by their
ph)wwal slrength ‘that so lml"nn'cant & force could have protected the
Colony, But if only this slight appearance of sanction on tke part of the
Bitish gmemment bhad been given, -the opuuons ‘of some of the North
West members of the €ouncil inCanada, (that the bois brolés and otliers
would be justifiable in driving off tue colonists and in using force if they

«cwld not otherwise be removed) would have possessed no weight in the

b o ' T FD'GNOF.
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intmor. “The mfenor partners would not have come opmly Iorward,
The influence of the Company however despouc on other occasicas, would
in such a'case have been exerted fruitiessly, in advising their Canadian’

and bois brulé servants to raise their arms against tue colony.
It bas indeed been understood that instructian . were receivéd in Canae
‘ da in I8I5 from the government at home, which showed & higily patere
'hal interest ‘in the safety and welfare of its sibjects, di ecting that soms
military aid should be glven 10 the colony. However contemptible theis
uumbe:s, their protec tion would have been eectual. Their countene
ance alone would haye been’ <uﬁinem to prevént injury. Thece instruee
tions from the government at home were not complied with ; a, neglect,,
for which among other reasons, may be assigned the influence of the
Borth West Pattnérs in the Cotucils of Caduda, Tle person then ads
Zninistering the government of Canada after intimating his instructions to
the principal of the North West Company, and taking his advice upon the
subject, contented himself, instead of sending succour, with recommend=,
ing the Colony to the profection of that very association avaimf whoss
cﬂ‘arta ‘protection was most necessary : iuadvertently contented hAmselE
'wn.h recommending the fold o the protection of the prowlers who wefe
'wgmng to make it their prey. The Company must have felt that unless
& mortal blow was speedily ‘struck, the colony would rize to & strengi
Yeyoud their powsr to desscoy, 'The blow was speedily struck;

’ o POSTSCRIFF,
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N UMEROUS filsehoods have been invented, and ins
_ dusiriously propagated against the Earl of Selkirk in relation
té his proceedings at Fort William. The North West Come
pany dreading wi\\f.h great reason the ~e:§bosﬁre and punish~
ment which his discoverjes and exerﬁona might produé§ :
bgve l;éd recourse to the most unfounded calumnies. A
complete and satisfaciory, expositi‘on‘ of facts may be expects
;:d from th° able pen of Losd Selkirk, as soon as he is aware
,nf the varxous and groundless aspersions that have been cast
u,:on hzm. But as this cannot be the case for some time, it ’
. is hoped | that a\cursory notice of the transactions whlch have
oteurred at i’ur., Wilham, will not be dee'ned superﬁuous 3
altho’ it did not fall within the s_cop_e of aur ongmal intend
tion, end -alth’ it is in so.me measure anticipating the more
pérfect relation that may soon be expected to be lfid before
the public. As ours will be confined caly to a general view,
§t cannot iend i any degree to lessen the nevelty or interest

PR " ‘ - of
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of the more minute and detailed account ta be expeééed from"

There are twn prmc pal cﬂ’ences lzﬂd to brs Lordshnps
eh"rge, v‘z. Ist. ¥ hat hzs c.gnduct in takmg possessxon of
Fort Wlmam was illegal and unjusiifiable. And 2d. ‘Tbat__
he‘gndeav‘our_ed fo defrand the North West. Company of pro- |
) perty t6 an fmmense ﬁmunt by compellirg I;a'riel’ McKeh.
zxe, one of the Partne*s, to-sell it to him fov the pahry sum

T of ﬁfﬁ}"ﬁui,‘egs. Theﬂe are uaquestmnably set!ous ebarges,-
mr are they- t e on!y ones : but these are. the most fmpor-

. gant; and the miner accusatmns are such as exzst only ir-
dbpet_xc?enceupon, or in connexion with the th we- have
menticned. Dy sbowing;./therefore, that these'twe,; are dést
Gitate of foundation, the imgd‘téﬁons of inferior weight are,
&éprived of su?pgyt,'and s—lhovvv'a to be unworthy of credit.

_ Let us, first, consider the cavses which produced the occu-
patico of Fort William. The Earl left Montreal about the mids
dle o" Jume, 1816, and was pr o*ecc‘.mo to the sett !erzient at Red
River, of which he was the f.;under, with abeut 2 hundred in-
dividaals, whom ke intended to establish as colonists there.
Tie greater eumber of these y_&jére persens wko bad been fore-
snerly in His Majesty’s service, in the De Meuron Regir_nént ;.
“and ﬂ.bo apoa being discharged at the c?me of .the wary
agdec hle j,' 354 © .. employmenty accepied withreadiness the

)
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Q;aportnmty that was offered of becoming useful *setflers i g
coun:ry where the ldnds were already cleared by nature..: )
T_hlq wag. an advantage they could find no where else, and .
would enable ‘the}n to exert:their industry-immediately in
the cuitivation of the soil, aﬁ employment they hdd already
exercised and fog which they were betier qga‘hﬁed than for -'
‘ the feﬂmo and burning of forests ; a. specxes of labour to -
which they had never  been accustomed, bnt to whicn they
wonld have been reduced, if they had hecome settlers in big
Majesty’s other colonies. | These men were selected witﬁ
great care out of the miost sover, orderly, and indastrious pet- :
sons in the " corps, by Captaing D’Orsennons aad- \Iat:hey,
two gentlernen of qnquesuoaable character, formerly of the .
same Regiment, who rejected all apblications of persous on
whose .good conduct they had not_been taught to rely. from

“former experience.

“When his Lordshi';.) arrived' at St. Ma.ry’s falls, neer Lake
Superxor, he recewed the first mte!hcence of the massacre
and destruction of the Colony, and the information that some
of its mb¢b1tants as prisonere and a part of its property, had
been conveyed to I‘oru \Vxlham. Tbls Fort is not sxtuazed ’
ia the Ind an Temtones, but near the extreme hmxts of the
provmce of b pper Cdnada, on the North Side of Laxe Su,,e-
nor at a little distance from the Lake, and far removed from
qny cwzhued es;abhshments. Ris Lordskip, therefore, as pm~

8 - dence
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dence required, determined - to*deviate for a time from his-
intended. route; and havmg prevmusly but unsticeessfally en~"
deavoured to prevax! on-some other maglstrates in Upper.
Canada to accompany hun, directed his courae to Fort Wils:
liam. -~ After his arrivai in the vmmty of that place, ..ﬁ‘ida,-
vits were made before him as a Maglstute for the countr,y, g
whxch- disclosed such circumstances of conspxracy and pa;tz,
.cipaiion on the:part of thé. pértnefé there in the 'txeacohablé :
crimes that had been committed .at Red Rlver, as. rendered
- lt his duty to isgue vwarrants for-thezr apprehensmn. War~
rants were 20Co Angly 1ssued ﬁrst for:the arrestiof Wllham’
McGiﬂf’niray the prmgpal in the concern, a_.nd next tor the
arrest of the other parfnérs. F romn the c.rcumstance of Mr;
McGillivray’s being arreste& ﬁngly, the other partuers didt
Dot pro‘:;ébly apprebend tbét warrants were. issued against
themselves alsu. ; aud consequeﬁﬂj ﬂo regﬁlar ;,;lan of resié.-i
tance was yet formed when the parf.u' s uppomtvd peace ofﬁ-
cers returned wzth autborlty for takmg the other partners
into cnstody. " But wblle the peace ofﬁcess were prcceedm ‘
anew to the execuuon of thelr duty, an attempu was made to
drive them out of »he F Fort, 2nd to close the gates upon themo
A*sxgzzal was therefore made to a nnmber of hls Lordsblp s\
mer, who had been dxvectﬁd to be at hand and to render as- ;
sistance ;o the peace officers in casc opposmon should be'
attempted. " .

Thesé;
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These men mstantly came, forward in arms to support- the
execuion of the warraats,, and by their i.amediate appear- ;
ance and laudably;resolute qenduct, prevented the servants:.
of the Company fromn coatinuing the resistance which had .
beer bagua. Szveral of the‘Pavtﬁers arrestéd, after some.
exammat:on had taken place, were very 1morovxdently and
mcautlously allowed by their own desu’e, to return ic pass
the mght at their roo'ns in the Fort, under the castody of 3 .
few men who had been appomted their keepers. His Lord-
) Bb!p and his intended colomsts were encamped in the open .
ground at alitile dxszance f‘om the Fort, - Du’mg the night,
the partnﬂrs who were permvted to lodge in the Fuxt were
'busxly. employed in selecting and commxtimg-to the flames a
éreat variety of papers, their keepers not being probably
évfare of the:importance of préventixig such a step. A want
o\fjndgment'io be mu;li lai_lﬂeatad, if ’the. importance of these |
papef;. i th(rowin'g light upon the»covaspira:cy. against the
cglnnisis, could be estimated by the evideate contained in

those whieh escaped the hasty examinatioa of the partuers.

ilall-!y ‘fhe f'nl!owing morping his Lordihip was made a¢-
quainted with this circumstance; and at the sams t:me re.
ceived'i’nfdrmation‘_ of & danger to which, -after the duz evecu-
t_ion of the warrants against the partners, he could scarcely
bave conceived himself exposzd. The information received

T S2 wes
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Was;. that directions were given, and persons were ‘empi'&y;
_ed during the night to foad aiid remove.a great number of {
fire arms and & Targe quantity of ammuni tion fromn the af-

. mory or pI:ce of ée’pbsit" dppropria_)ted for them in the Fori::;-L
 and to conceal them if various places-as well within as withe
‘ -out.the Fort, for the purprse of employing taem inthe mgr:-,
‘dé'; of ‘his Ldi‘déhip:éﬂd bis people; and the rés;-ﬁe of thosé’
whi bad beh apprehended. ‘One of the isfermants,
bas .stated uonder oath, that being- awakened m the
“night, he was aféfmed_ by tke steps of persons moving to and
fro at an unusval hour; and fearing that some evil d.e‘sigz/i
was iﬁ*ag'itatioui, he had risen srnd bad gnné canticusly for-
ward without being distovered; until be was near énough-to
hear theu' conversation, from which he zatbered that they
were emoloyed in prepatingand concéa‘hixg arms. The conelude
inc'rem'ark of oné of thém being, les bourge~ois qui nous font
¢ cacher ces armés, ont encere un mauvais dessein © &
% faire, et c’est nous qui en pat.rons“ -On the same morne
ing similar and mc;re ample communications were made’

by others. v

“His Lordship immediately issued warranfs to search for
the arms that had beer bidden. Eighty of the guné remove’
ed diring the night, were discovered in a izay-loft,'of which’
f6rty were loaded; primed, and ready for action, A gie‘a‘i

nutmse
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phimber of guns‘ were «lso discoveted buﬁéealeé in other pla~
* ges; together also with gonde casks of ammunition amongs
" some bushies and gi;ass at a short distauce from the fort.
‘The objeet of this-preparation ¢onld ‘not admiit of & doubty
“and must have been as dppears dlso from what is stated uue
der oath, to enable the fiervants-and retainérs of the C:omé :
"any, who were at least treble the numbers of the Ea’ﬂ of
Belkirk’s party, to attack ‘them while encamped in the open
: ﬁeld where the nﬂmeneal superiority of ' theit adéersaries.
would have given a ‘decided advantage; and whgre\‘hls Lord.
ship and his people would have bezn butchered like the cos
Tonists at Red River. This situated, it becanie  necessary
for his Lordship-to take mieasures for his own éecuri-ty and
that of his nen. He, in consequencé tOJk possession of ihe
Fort, caused the arms and ammunmon to bé carried back to
the place from whescé they were taken, discovered and ar-
tested several of the mei who were éngaged in the massacre
at Red-Rive ; and’ ﬂndmﬂ also a p‘ut of the plunder tLey
had brought to the fort, hd sent it forward to the She:iff of

the distrit of Montreal, to remaia in his keeping.

The Earl of Selkirk in the exsduticn of his duty as a-Mav

- gistrate, became possessed of a Fort which had served, the las§
ofany in the British dominicns, as an asylum for bandittiand
fnurderers and the feceptacle far their plendsr, A fort, whiclf

nctbiang
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;a__oti_lih'g'.-leas than the e.xpress,a.nd specidllicence of his Mejesty:

eould authorize subjects.to Bold. A fort, which had.se*ved aé» -

the capital and seatof 'goverximent to the tréi:orous}y aséumed

soverezgnty of the North West. A Fert whose poesession could.
have enabled the Company to have kept back all evidence of -

thelr cnmes, and whzch if his Lordship had rot cortinued to :

hold would have again become a place of refuge and of union

tothelr bands, and the headoquarters from mhence zew ordera

for mnrder and devastation . would have issued. The cccu-
pation of Fort Wllham will be found to have been, not mere-

lya Justxﬁable act, but a pubhc service § and urder the cxr.

cumstam:es in W.hl('b his Lordskip found the Fort, he ngbl_:

ﬁave been considered as justly reprcbehéii)le, if he replaced it
ia the hands of unat.thonzed cubjects before the pleasure of
government should be mede known. 1le must be COHSIdEI‘
ed as bound to deliver i into the bancs of goumment arly;
aud the government c(mnot th,ho'ut a culy able .1eglect of dus
ty, refrem from takms it mto its own pcseess:on, or destroyv
tng it Heretcfore tthe who in the execution of thg laws cbe
tained possessior: of such strong-holds as served for the retrea}l
of banditti er mnréércrs, were considered to bave rendered a
_ natmnal gerv .ce, and were rewarded with public gratitude and
ihanks. His Lordsbip must be esteemed to bave contribat-
ed to the public welfare by the assistanze he bas rendered in
;hé disclosure of atrecicus _c:i‘xr.zes un..: in the ¢xgesere of 3

dargereus
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dangerou.—;, extensxve, and compl'cated system of tyrann?
aad oppressmn, such as no other government ever suﬁ‘erad

to subszst. .

Havzng thz.s shewn ;he conduct of hls Lord§h1p to be not
only Jas:*ﬁabxe but mentonous on the subJect of the ﬁrst ag-
(usauon ava'ust hlm 3 We proceed !o the second v1z. The‘
cvi;z;rge of hanng compeﬂed Damel McKenme, one of lhé
Fartr.ers, to sell his Lordship the property of the Company
at Fort William ; a property pmbably of the valt_xe of fifty
?;llcusard pburd° for the paltr} sum of ﬁfzy gumeas. ?e;'-
haps any attempt toexp use S0 barefaced a falsehood may be
looked upon u6'2, v,ork of su.pereroga.uon. Supposmg l.ls
‘ Lordsmp to kave been tomlly regadless of what was due to

¢he fuir fame of hs ancestors, abﬂo'ute!y mdxfferent to the:
‘clam:: of bxs e\a ed rark and to his own high personal ree
g;;rtatxon in scc.ety ard mmnc to leave to bis descendants
sply the bogn of eucceedmn to honors éecraded and a name
su!l ed by his *z.x=conduct : Supposing all tlus,—the cone
: duct 'mputnd to h.s Lordsh' p would still be wcredlble becauso
he coul:! got be wnorant that such a sale would bave been
3.1 absalu ) m,lhtv. | B

Dame} Me Kerzxe, in bis s.atement of the transactwn to
which he was a party, has been guilty of the most mfamous
deception, in- the double mode of ’a.sehecd, the ‘ suppres-

“ gio
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‘* sio veri,’ * avd the’ e suggest:o fa}sx,” he suppresses wbat.
Abd. and advam:es what dxd not mke pJace. He epeaks on'ly
ef a sale of property of wblch h;s Lordshxp never eiiber . de-
:ured or contemplated to become tbe purchaser of st:pula~ .
aons which Tike many msemons in legal mstruments, cone
stxtuted only a matter of form in the arrawen.em that took
plaze, and he conceals and smks al'ogether the sole and xeal

auhstance and esaent al part of bis ag: eemeut

Damel McKerzie was one of t‘lose whoe ap,;eared leasti ime -
gkcated in the compxr"cy for the destmcuon of the calony.
Hrs ccmduct in discovenna the packet of wmch bls Lerd-
ahyp s*Meseengcr to Govexuor Serrg e had been robh..d aud

7 m makmg other rnwrt‘.nt msclosures, appeared to evince
, 35 far as wad in h:s power, a desire that the mlurxes which-
imd l:een inflicted shm.ld be repaired. H;s Lordshlp had
never concea}ed bis willingress fo subm.t the dkﬂ'erences
that subsisted betw:en hrrself ond 0 bers, to dblt*atmn
"’Jor had he concealed h:s readmes tﬂ make good sucb iosses
a8 comd admxt ¢i ,:ecumarv con'-persatmn, and had been oc-
casioned by ary of bis m=n.s or colnms:s, anho they oc-
carred out of kis cmtro! v.xmout his knowiedne, w:thout
biz participation, while he mas many § xausavd mues dxsfant,
provided the Nrnh West Company wauid on {.hen-' paltagree

L 24 eompensme sxrmlar lesees occas.oned by their servanta

s;b:
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while un&’er the immediate contfol and difectién of sanic of

M:zr own. partners. - Tlns disposition-on the: part of the Ear-

of :Selkirk was more thdn eqmtable 1t was genercus. ‘It wagé:

Tknown toDamel McKenzxe as well as: otbew, before his”

Lordshlp left Monts eal and Daniel YMcKensie was not.come
pellcd to make ‘but io cansideration of thie fairnessof such an
arrangement, voiuntanly madé a wrztten oﬁ"er to: his - Lord«

ship, that thie p}'qperty remainiag in. Fort thham should bs:

iﬂacad ‘in the hands of co'nsigliees to-await the award of afe
thrators, on his Lordshxps placing at the :digposal of: the.
uame ar bxtra'ors a like amount of propez.ty incase thé award.
uhould be in favor of the. Company. In ‘this offer his

. Lordship acqiiesced. An agreement was drawii in ecdtises:

. guence, o‘f which the _arbitrétion formed the whole eisence

 end -substantial part, and by this his Lordship, to prevent.
ihe possibility of partiality, caused it to e stipulated, that

{he arbitrators should be appointed by the two Chief Justices

of England. Among the covenants that went to the com~

pletion of this agreement, it was unquestionably stipulated _

-¢hat the prépert}g was sold for fifty gnineas ; but in what

matiner and with what intent was this stipalated ? It wason,
ﬁxe express ahd positive tondition, that the sale was o be:

“void aid without effect by a compliance with- the engages.

ments relating to the arbitration,

T The
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""'The' stipulated an&»cdhdiﬁ;)nal' :sale was therefore made:
@part.of the wrmngs by the ; pames ouly 28 a matter of Iegal

Btyle dnd t.echmea.l proceedure, ‘the :sols’and. enure ob;ect “of

which:was. to: give: ~form and validity to- the égreement 3 ‘andv-
the: ﬁfty gmneas were advagced, not aga compens&ﬂon, bug

in the satne mann€r as money is. gwen 4o bind and confirm an

andertaking: . It zs vseless: now- {0, conmder wbethet ;he

f«mna uzed in. frammg this' engagemem,, were precmely such as

~ “would bave. been adopted by practxcal conveyanéers. Th¢

end; mtehtmn;aud putpose of the transactzotxs Were hnghly Just»

sod equitables m(ch a8 would render the allegd.lon -of fraud or
wiolence ridicilons, were eveii the character of the Earl ot’
Selkirk u_mknown, and were no per.s‘ons_'at hand to establish
the falsehood .of  the imputation. ' The atrocious calumnies

‘comalned in the statemens of Dahniel '\ﬂcKenzle, his. szudxed

suppréssion of the-truth, and his intetitional representatxon of )

falsehood, with his servile eéncoiniums on those very partners,

whose ¢rimes he had been befure diselosing and affecting to la~
msnt; are circumstances so far transcending the ordinary names
of baseress, 50 far 4bove the limits of our humble powers toTe
“probate as they deserve, that we.shall not make the atiempt;
butleave him to that by which he will uot soon be left—the cor-
zosion of his own conscience. Alike unfounced with the former
‘accusations, are the allegations uf others who advance, that

offors bave been made by his Lordshup to compoﬁnd the felo-

R o ' . nies
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siea and murders 5f the Company. 1¢ would be the heighth.of.-

iﬁapmdence for any North West Partuer or Cnunéellqr téﬁatw ‘

ter himself that his Lordship eﬁrer harbored sach an intention.
- or imagined that he possessed such a right.- It éhuld not-he
. the desire of any man of ‘integrity,\and far less of his Lordt?l;ié,
thiat such criminals, * should walk the world in ereditto their.
gréyes." That some of v.‘he's;;borﬂdylinaté a'gg;its_ of crime,‘such‘ ag
- those who were deluded by tile opinions of members of Coun-
¢il to believe tbat it wag lawful to mcxte the Indlans to expe}
. ‘thexr countrymen, (or i otber words to ta.ke up arms in supy
port of the North West Company) mlght be fit objects of merw
cy, 1o one can doubt Bui to suppose that the hour of retnbu.
tion will not arrive Eor others, whatever temporary obstacles
thelr mﬂuence ma) enable them to throw in the way: of ins .
qmry, would be to douht the antxeut and charactensue vn'tue
ef the nanon from wbente we spring, whlch has rever allow-
] ed the blood of its people, however dlstam a.nd savage thc
clime in which it has been shed, to call for expiation and tq

call in vain.

Frobi what has preceded, we believe it will appear, thal_:
0 every ground of imputed offence the ceuduct of the Earl
of S?ltﬂl‘k may be Justzﬁed. 1f, however, in the tryipg szi-
tuations in which he has been piaced, the warmeh of justly in.
: éigu@t feelings should f;ave produced any temporary harshvl

ey

T2 T mesy



[148]

aess of condu¢t xrcors istent with the mﬂd babxts aod; cx\arw;a )
ter-of . his. whole hfe, ;t would not be surprlsmg. But thls,:
akthe’ ta‘bz‘we-b?en expec ted, seqmg not to bave ggcurréd; Qud_i n
it may be conﬁdémlj pmnounced that a0 trye Scotchmén‘k ‘
need fear inthe canduct of the Earl of ‘lelerk ,any | dxmmunonf
of 't.he bonor of their nobility, or-any departure fmm nauonal

mt;egmy. -

It has been asserted that warrants have been lssued byv )
-Juauces of the Peace to arrest the Farl, and w teplace F orl:'
Wllham in the bands of the Nerth West Company we be{l
heve ‘the assertion is founded in fact.. Apphcatmns were_; ‘
made to some of the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench in
Upper Canuda to grant a’utﬁ'ority for his arrest, ibut; the evi-
dence of c..mmahty not be*ng sufficient in their opinion to
Jusufy such a prucerdn,g, they refused to adopt it. ’S‘_ome_\"
Justices of the Peace in Upper Canada were in conseqence A
apgplied to, who, (it may be. presumed from supericx legal_\l'
knowleage, or the stronger agency of North Western influ.
ence,j were induced to issue the wartants their superiors had
refused to grant,baxzd also as it is asserted, to give authority

0 re-establish the Com:pany in pdssession of the Fort. (*}"

~ .

It
(*) Tt is asserted, that the warrants char;ie his Lordship with having
Jeloniousty stolen and carried. away the property of th- Company ! to Wity -
the loaded arms, amrniuiition, &e. prepared for his destruction, which be
caused to be carried back to the place from. whenee they were taken ;
and the packs of furs pillaged from the Hudson’s Bay posts, which be
caused’ to be sent 10 the Sheriff of the district of Montreal,
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?t is: indeed of the utmost consequeuce to tbe North Wesg 7
Company to regam possesaxcn of lhe Fort, before the Com-” )
mlssmners appomted by govemment can amve. By so-
domg they would agam, untll government sbould act
(whose tardy operauons coald never keep pace thh the
rapxdxty of their ‘movemente)’ possess the entlre control of*
the conntry and have 1t m lhexr power to remove beyond:
tbe reach of Justzce, every person gccused ;or what"
woulu answer an equally beneﬁcxal purpose for t.hem, almost .
every vmness wbose d:sclosures they feared or whom they N

had not grevmusly tutored m thezr,purposo. :
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‘ SINCE the rrecedmg ¢ Not:ces" were prepared for puh-.
Ixcatlon, we find an opmmn suggested in their commence- )
ment, ‘hat. ﬁ:e enemies of the tolony would no lenger exer{

« 'a sangumary hosuhty,” tohave proved unhappllv an error. '

A ge,nt!eman froi:i’_lreiat{c!, in the sjer_vice of the Hudson’a
,Bay Cdmpany, of the ﬁame of Owen Keveny, had left Al
bany Factcry in a boat about t.he month‘onf July 1816, ac~
compamed by hxs servant, clerk and a few men, mtendmg
to proceed to the settlement at Red River.’ After he hadr'
gmved,at a place called « Portege du Bonzet,” wherg Lie re-
reained for a length of time, ;soxné of his men‘ deserted him,
The deserters went to- Bas dela ‘lmere Winipeg, and wade
2 complaint th;;xt Mr. Keveny bad beateu them. Mr A. N,
McLeod, whose mild :%,-::d humane pricipies were not likely
to be greaﬂy shccked by :_he intelligence of an assault and
battery, gladly lazd ..mid of tms pretext to issue a2 warrant
for arresting Keve Tbe wairant was execnted abeut the
begirning of August by a p&rty of bois bralés under the dis
recl. on of one Charles Re!aiﬂafd rrrnesly gerjeant in the
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f)e Meuron Regxment, bat then.in:the gervice of the Noﬂh
West Co.npany Mr. Keveny was: brought to Bas: de 1s
nylere, which was then i i charge of Mr. Archibald McLel<
kin, one of the partaers of the North West Company, ~with
wimm Mr. Keveny remonstrated warmly- upon the frivolous.
prertext, assigned for his arrest, and apon the invalidii:y of 3
Warrant ié‘suéd'by, a.Notfh West Partner.in the I'It;idaon?d.Ba_'y‘:-
territories. He wa‘s; notwithstanding, some ‘days z‘ifter, put
mtd 2 canoe, mauned thh beis - brulés; who were i‘urmshed
w:th irons.to put on hxs Wnsts, and was told that he:was o
Be sent to Fort Williani. A part of his effects were putinte
thé éé,npe’ wi_th him’-, but several valnable articles were retain< ’
éd by Mr. McLelidn for his own use, and others were distri-
biuted to the servasts absut him. The irons which: h'a&
been provxded were put on to the unfortinate I\eveny, andv _
‘beiag too small_for his wrists; occasioned them to be exces-
éﬁ:ély swoln and wore turo’ into his flash.  The canoe pfO—‘.
céeded on, and after various delays they were met some days
following Sy Alexander MeDonell, the North West partoer;
who was on his way t6 Red River fromt Fort W illiam, whick
he bad visited after the massacre, and had left before Lord
Selkizk had arrived there. By Mec Doneii’s ordér; Mr. Keve-
-my was put into another canoe manngd with twe young and
im-:!:pefie'nced»Cana&iaﬂsg and an Indidn of the name of ,‘Jo;
seph for their gu.ue. Tne Indizn om two succ essne mghts
requgs‘;ed'
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uqne’a‘t’ed/'tiie Canadians, to assist him in l;utting M:" Kg»en :

ny to deathowhwh they refused - saymg, “~ce w'est pas bun:
& de.tuer un homme. » to whxch the Indxan rephed “ Mr.
“ McDunell dira cest Bon.” It so0Ki; however, became ap-
parent to the two Canadians, that tbe intention of the ™
‘dian was to miirder their prisoner, éven withoit théii-'paitit
cnpauon. ‘Twd.or three times: they arrested his arim as he

' Wis pomtmg his gun to shoot. Mr. Keveny, and repregented

fo him the atrocu:y of the act he was about to com.nit. The'

Zndian assured them that it wonld te approved by Alexau-

der McDonell. - ’l’hey were. met befere tbey rearhed Lake '

La Pluie by Mr. John Stuart, another parteer of the North,
West Contpany; who oh his way to Fort Willism had learnt;
the arrest of Eis partners there, and had turnéd ‘-back. He
dirécted‘ the two .Canadians and the Indian fo return alno
with their prisouer, and being better prepared for travel.
Hx;g expeditiously, he preceded; and was soon far separated
from them, ~ After the mrieeting with Mr. Stuart, the Indian
who was’ at this time caretully watched, again repeatedily

endeavoured to kill Mr. Keveny. What must have beet

the sensations of a gentleman and a s of feéling, at suffers.

ing insult, inhumanity, and indignity, sach as in England i¢

,ﬂever"éizércised towerds the vilest felors ; and at finding bis .

days nearly numbered, since ke could not ﬂ‘a_tter’himself_‘

'with the hope of ulumate escape, from the power of those -

whe
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' who had doomed b.m for a V;cum? Ye.t, the two‘Cana-'
dmns su]l contmued to protect h1'n from the attempts of the

‘ Indran, who -now seemed more t.ban ever determmed to
eﬂ”ect hla purpose, and a vxolent quarrel ensued between them,
after wh:ch the Indxau was deprwed of his gun. “The In-
dian then msxsted that Kaveny shouid be left b;hlnd and
the Canadlans consentmg, he was put ashore (hxa irons hav—
mg been ta.ken oﬂ' sometime prekusly) upun a ht'le and une
jnhabited 1sla.nd and left alone Asitwasa place by whxch
Indlans passed frequently, the Canadzans had htt!e doubt
that he would soon be able to’ qult it. Ia the evemng of
"the day on whxch thay left Keweny, an accldent happened "
that- rendered then- canoe useless, Therr quarrels with the
[ndzau stﬂl contmuwd he at lermh deserted them, and they
remaned seweral days thhout ma.kmg much progress tog

wards Bas de la vaxere. ’

Du'mg ﬂ'ns tlme Mr Stuart bad reacbed Bas de la Rl-
-vnere, and mformed Mr. MeLellan of tbe arrest of the Part-
ners at Fort lehdm and of his baving ordered Keveny 5
guard to return McLellan became uneasy at the..r celaymg
to arrive, but ha\mg seen Mr. Alexander McDonell, he
eomfoned himself with con_)ecturmo that Mz Keveny was
kxlled by tke Irdmn. In 'a day or two more, as the Cana.-

dlans and Indlan were still abseat, McL**llans lmpatience

U : for
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:!ﬁorﬁis‘ntell_igence~respécting ;heb;\baéamg ekc;e\ssive,_;“ and fe

" getoff iﬁ a canoe in pur’sﬁif of tbém, accompax‘z’ipd 'by Cuth'-' e

bert Grant, Joseph Cadotte, Sergeant Remhard and others,‘
amonget whom were some bois bralés, After four days tra.-
’ vellmg, they came pp with the Indian Joseph They took
bim into their canoe, and upon recex_vipg )nformation frgmzi
_binq_. . At_‘kxey‘ wnéﬁ:ed their »coursé vﬁtb red.ouble:‘iA e__zq:ecii;i;;_;_;.'~
Some __hoﬁrs afier-wards, the two“Cas;qdiag;us were ﬁpex"ceivéldA
gﬁef)pr the beach ;iavavnd 2 plaid cloak was thrown about the In-
« dian to prevent their immediately ;:ecogniziﬁg him. .Havi»r‘:_g;
z;each'ed the s‘héré, McLellan énquired ,w'hat‘ had becéme of
Mr Keveny ? The Canadlans rephed, that they bad lefl‘. higm,
ard stated Lhe difficelty they had had to keep the Indian
- from murdexmg him. Upon heanng thlg, \IcLellan sprung
from hl's canoe, gave them curses, abuse, and blows, and
struck cne of them so severely on his arm with a’ paﬁdle,
to deprive bim of the use of it for smﬁe weeks 3 while Ca-
detie in 3 rage asked, what business the_y bad to prevent tlie
Indian from doing as ‘he was ordérgd; 'I'hey were ;hen_'
di_rected' to embark in Mchllan's canse v.hich procéedea in
aiue_st of Mr. Keveﬁy. On arrivieg at the Island on whish he
‘l?lafd been iefi; he was sought for in vain, and the anxi?ty and
agitation oi;, MeLellan ﬁwas exfreme, lest he should hayé found
}:néans to escape l{o"Hudsou’a Bay, or Fort William, The .
E‘ntent_ion.of puttiog him to death was opeﬁly declared, and

the.
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ﬁe feason dssigned; was, the injury to b appféhm"iéd: frong:
His disclosures, and his enfierp'ri%e if he were saffered. to live,

After much time had been lust in fru:tless search and eti-
quiry, they at length dnscovered him near a farmlv of
Indians, ) Havmg agam secured their victim, McLellan

gave orders that he should be plac.ed under the charge of

Rlenhard, & bois brule of the name of Mamvxlle, and the '

Tadian Joseph and put on board another canoe, whxch he
purchased for tbat purpose of the {ndlans. He then sa.;d to
Remhard, “ we must #ot 'kill him here amongst the savages,

% we will wait for you at some distance, and when you find a

% convenient place, you know what you have to do.”—-—‘\Ic— ‘

“Lellan after this, set off-in the canoe with his party., Ina '

short épace after, Reinbard, Mainville, and Joseph departed

with their prisoner. . After haviag gone ’dn' gometime in the

eanoe, Mr, Keveny requested leave to stop on shore for a

few minutes, which was granted. While he was on shore,

Reinhard said to Main.ville, ‘¢ we are now far enough dis-' :

% tant from the Indians, you may fire when he returns to

% embark.,” The Indian Joseph was stand:ng on the land,

Lolding the cm_oe, Reinkard was also standing on the shore,

and Mainville baving prepared his fusil, kept bimself at his
's‘tat'ion on the watch. Just as the prisoner had returned to
the water's edge, Mainvill: fired; the con“en:s of his fusil

U2 - passed

~
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passed through Mr. Keveny’s neck, ard be fell with his facé:
upon the canoe.. :_A;; ke, madé great efforts to speak ahd ap-
'pe/argd to be co,uvulséd with agony, of which the duration
. seemé& uncertain, Reinbard says, that “ he thrust his sword
“ twice thro” his back opposité the beart, to 1erminate his
« suﬁ”ermgs. —The bodv was then stripped and th.own into
the woods.. The mmderers proceeded to _;om their associe.
ates who bad-s;opped for them, and, ha_d beard the firing, -
Grant and Cadotte went forward to meet Reinhard befbfe he
camé up to M_cLel“ian, ard enq‘ui.red if Ké?ehy was killed ?
'Reinhard sﬁswered in the aﬁirmaﬁve ; upon whiéh they told
hlm that McLelIgn had sent them io desire lnrn to sdy, that
Ke‘.eny was rot kilied. Reinhard then replied, ¢ he is kil
& 1ed and I will not conceal it, ‘for it was done by his
€ orders.” --Af;er thls, McLellan probably thiuking any
aFectauon on his part wotld be ridiculous, as well as use«.
leas, when Reinhard came into his presence, de51red hxm to
relate the paruf-bla.b of tbe murder ; which were in conse-
quence given io detail, e_md when this relation was ﬁms\hed‘,
~Reinkard put into McLellan’s hands the remainder of Keve-
ny."s Baggage and effécts. McLellan k‘ept nnl;y the papers,
which he passed t! e nigﬁt in exarﬁinihg, Buming some, and
preserving othe:s. The examination was not complétéd the
Bext mosmnﬂ when the party were in readmess to proceed,
but was conunued in the cance ; such papers as it Was notiv

/

conside red’
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" Eogsidered advisable fo preseiv'crx; being thensutk in.the rx;‘egz-
ﬁvi.th'_gtbnes,_‘iastea,d of being burat., Amongst the: papets @ra-

‘ se)rvg_q, were kso‘x'neb instructions from .the ‘Hudzon’s Bayi C’nm- .

. pany. The rest of K_e.vény’s effects were distributed among |
u;e»party with McLellan; whom McLe!lan congratulaté:i ope

cn having got rid of @ person whose life weuld not have. b.eeu '
compatible wuh their safety, or. with ‘the interest ‘of - thal
horth,West.Compazxy, but wkhosge :dxsclpsmes»_,a-nd informa«
tion would have rained them, had, h,e,: been ellowed, $o: reach

Fort William or Hudson’s Bay.

Somietime after these transactmns, ' P'y"oe.lama:ﬁon.éf‘ bi;
: Excelleucy Sir Joha She'-broske, forz.ldamg all acts of vm‘~
Ience in the Indian Territories, fell mto the hands of b'
Jean‘ Reinhard ; he was also informed. that the North West
Compary possessed no legal jerisdiction or right; in the
Cointry, as he had been ‘previously led to: believe ; and iHat
. the concuct of ti.e North West Partaers and their Servants,
ju expelling the Colony at I{ed Rivex and murdering the
Governor and Colonists, mxghi be consideréd as Treason, .
“He therefure, as ke himself stated, became horror-struck aﬁ
the enormity of the crimies in which he had besn inducéd ;of
;}ai’ticipa'fe ; afid, 19 relieve bis mind in Supe measare frons
the weight of guilt which oppressed i, he came ,voluzﬁ;ar"ﬂj
forward, and wrote and signad, with his own hand, ani’am;'ﬂe
&% positios of faci: 5 from which the p’rinéipal'?arf of t:h.é Furé-

goimg
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:gpiixjg‘_refaﬁon is taﬁeﬁ.:—-ﬁduhhid'a statement eontiié alit
other facts; of deep_i‘ntéi‘est'i‘whi@-hf mayata pr‘op;r season bg -
: ﬁlade{knoﬁé e .Wé'"'hhvéiél’réady»éiateﬁ ' th at we' did not (1pect‘
oui the partof-the North: West Compaay; any aéiin'owiédga

mient of guﬂt, but wé: certainly did’ suppose, that none of the
» suppmteis of that blood-tbxrsty assoclauon would have come
forward to defend- the Tong, 'themveterate and cold blooded
chase," m which the wretched I\eveny was huntsd to hig’
grave ; more partxén!arly a&im seemed not to. 1mp11cate both
a8 prmclpals and accessanes, more than three of the Part
nlers wnh thtee of the Clerks, and some of the servants In
vﬁllﬂ supposwn we ha\:e however been mlstaken the s snppor-
ters of the Notth West Company, with rhinds capacious of
deeds of blood and horror,——Lcwe e-:dea.voured to defend it
But notw1thstandmg such endeavours, we be.xew that this
" cup also wxll pass away unto the evil doers, and the’ righg

be established:

It is universally kaown in this country, {bat the North
West Company have long laboured to briz;g the Hudson’s
Bay Company into contempt with the Indians, by represent' :
mg them as a “ bande de moutons,” a ¢ flock of sheep whov
posseBSed ueuher the courage ner the capa.rity to defend
themselves It xs tree, that the IIucscr Bay Conipany

are authorized by thezr Cha,rlea to levy and arm t7oops for

their
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theu' defence, and to- appomt mlhtary officers over: them.
Tlus nght they have hxtherto wzth great forbearancq, Teo. )
fra éd from exerclsmg I&ls hkewxse true, that the North
Westeompany withouy any a‘ut/mrzty whateter, have armed .

and emplu_v, ed the;r servams as mlhtary forces.

_\OSS mwho have been branded wnh the nams. pf sheep,

mrght now ‘legally teke forceful dl'ld erergetlc .measures ta ’

theu .athority ; -—-But the flock mll find a moxe

. powerful tho more ta.rdy support, m the protectlon of the.
~Brmsh Li .:rn, -which cannot under p,resent clrcumstancea be

tmhheld fmm .,hnm mthout mfamy

- E.Y%MCT
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EXTRACT

PRO\I TIIE OPINEO\}S OF A, PIGOTT, R SPANKIC
“"ANDH. BROUGHA’VI ESQUIRES.
V:_,,xzmsuzn TOFN PAGES:—12, 15, 16, 17, ,‘33 & 34,

6& ‘7‘7‘
E think that the Hudson’s Bay Company and thext
 Grantes’ Lord belklrk have extended thexr Temtorxal

<’ claims much furtber than the Charter will warrant, 5“?’

% poging zt even free from all the objectxons to whlch we

&« ;apprehend it is in other reepncts liable ; the wo:ds of the:

% grant pursumg the rec:tal of the Peution of the Gramees,

¢ with a very trifling vanatmn that cannot affect the cons

[

-~

struction of the ins.r umer.t, are, of the sole trade and coni-
“ merce of all thcse ¢ Seas, Streights, Bays, Rivers, Lakes,

¢« ¢ Creeks and Sounds, in whatever Latitude they shall be

T % ¢ githin t]zcj entrance of the Streights commonly called, Eud-

“ ¢ son’s Streights ; together witk all the Lands and Terris
s ¢ toriés upon the (countries *) Coasts and Confines of the
% ¢ Seas, Bays, Lakes; Rivers, Creeks and Swmds :y‘arc.saz'd 3

¢ that is, within the Streights, and these ans are frequent=

«

iy referred to throughout the Charter as the limits afore-

« gsaid.

“ JFiikin the streights, must menn such a proximity to the
o 1 - ‘

“ streights

® The uord Comtries by accidental transposition in the Charter, has

Fy’cmn? mn:ense, and ouvut 2 Lo,va been insertad he'"'wrx the wouds’

3
RN

“ Lands™ ¢ and
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. « streights as would give'thell,'azids spcken of a sort q}' q[i-‘-
. nity or relétian to Hudsor’s S}feikrhts, and rot to lands
« Lommencmg at the distance of 900 mlles, and e\:tendmg
had 2000 miles therefiom—that is to say, of the Coasts and
“ Conﬁnes of the Seas, &ec. within the b‘;rewhls 5 such a
“ _boundary ‘must be implied as is consistent with that' view,
“ and with the professed objects of a trading 'Comp‘any', ine
&« teudmg not o found Ixmgdoms and estabhsh States, but to
L carry on ﬁshenes in t ose waters, and to trafﬁc for LLQ
w acqulsvuon of Furs and’ qutnes, and the other amcles
“« menuoned in the Charter. 'Ihe enormous extens;on of
8 Land and Terrltory now claxmeﬂ appears therefore to us

“ not to be Warramed by any sound constructwn of the
& Charter. ’

4 Indeed ‘thére is sutﬁcxent reaso_n to st.ppose thqt the

1t e

”

% Territories in question or pal‘t of them,. had been tbén Vvie
% sited, traded i in, and in a céfta.ﬂ.ge:;é; “occupled ’;y the
“ French Trad_ers from Canada, and their Beaver Company
“ erected in 1630, whose trade in Peltries were considera-
 bly p"‘riorvto the daté of the Charter of ibe Hudsen’s Bay
% Company. These Territories therefore would be excepted
 out of the Grant ; and the Rigﬁt of British Subjects in
“ geperal, to visit and trade in those Regions would follow
“ the natiotial rights acquired by the King, By the Conquest
 arid Cession of Canada, as enjoyed by the French Cana-
% dians, previous to that Conquest and Cession.”

v



‘ st Tine but one, extonsi oeitinsive,
+34 ine:.18.for, sk Compariy read—.mcls o L‘&t?pauyf.
40 —— 2] — thry engaged, ‘7~ they are sngaged.
; . by aiamell. R
. 43 — 13 for ﬁl.cat, - o Jfottera. T 4
‘a6’ }ast line of the Note, for adum quz feur, Tead adeur quz fecz.
58 line 15 for Queeis nflks Tslesyrend Qhicsn. of Tslessi.

56 last line bat one, for. discoveries this wrzter, read d;scavzrm
Of this WrileReeicevencinsveadioienssonncbonssacs

: 6[ last line of the Note, for Canndzan, read Brzhsiz., 1
" %5 line 10-$or had been, tead they had. T
' 4 for aficrs tead news papers. and*punodtwlgmbkcltﬁns ?

éo hne 12 for 1156 read 1756. ‘
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