-
P
3 N
ot te
v

- -

T appears Wé arg threatened with an election.
It would appear further that the main issue s

A good issue. For it will be next
{or labor misleaders and their capital
And 1t pre-

I
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fail to confuse the issue.
lendid opportunity for our industrial over-
vo divide the forees of labor, and to set the

0
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jords
borny handed country against the agitating town.

The object of a tariff is to shut out foreign com-
wiition from the home market, thercby a!lmun;-
mlive exploitation & free hand, and thus providing
iwal capital with u stepping stone to compelitive
wlity in the world market. It is a device intend
o to zive advantage to particular interests invest
ol in the potential wealth of a nation. To certain
' rerests. ab certain times, it is a weapon of gread
werit in the internecine struggle for profit.  But
st 1o all industries, nor continuously to avy

\t present, in Canada, the ery ix that without a
unff Canadian industries must perish ; that the tar-
iff s neeessary to curtail imports and foster the
growth of export trade ; that without it, Canada will
mt only not maintain hes position, but must retro
grade.  Canada thus comes into line with Imperial-
i progress, aud as capital is industrial in character,
(anadian business and manufacturing interesis,
represented and voieed by Premier Meighen - sceek
and must obtain) wider influenee in wider spheres
of trade. The agrarians, on the other hand, desire
free trade—or reciprocity—becauxe, as producers
of mw material, they require adcess to agricul
toral tools and implements, mechanical goods and
maoufactures, to enable them to hold their own with
their eo.producers the world over. So the countr?
workers see their interest (gpparently) in cheap pro-
9"*“0!\ and abundant exchange, while the townsmer
~traders, small-producers and their working fore-
o, together with a goodly portion of the industria!
proletariat, vision their welfare in the exclusion of
foreign competition, and the (as tiy think) conse
quent operation of loeal industries. But, whiie uu
doubtedly the interest is there in both cases the
fGirection in which they see it is a mirage.

Since 1900, Canada has become an industrial conn
ry. Hér exports have grown by over one billion
dollars ~ She has acquired ‘a favorable trade balance
ad & little voiee in the seope of commerce. Wages
have""“"il"iﬂl by two since then, but cost of living
e risen by three, and although the counters of pur
*hasing power have inereased in number, they have
greatly declined in actual value. Population has it
‘reased, but its working numbers have fallen.
n.“n‘ and jits security is ever more unc rtain
Wealth has assumed a .mighty magnitude, but it 18
tentred in vastly fewer hands, and although the
Mtandard of living has heen pnh-miull_\' augmented,
;;’ ”‘"‘ \'“_' mase it is lower than it has ever ‘“'j?'."

ur_'mll this ppnod there have been changes 1 1!llllf
Pﬁhcy' but in no case did they alter the condition of
:;:.:‘“:li-ta.ri.(_‘ And tho_y cannot,  Because ‘}“\l

“conmi,? icies are traders’ interests, fnrmulm.ml "...

nomie condition and colored with economic nec
pm.t-"; they have no fundamental connection “’i'.h_

::m‘ wpl."‘mi g. In reality, the need for the tarifl

rooted in far deeper considerations.

% s""r‘;"““?mic destitution of \\'nr-\\'()rri*jl‘
o ad fil shadow over the whole worl ..

scape its effects; none turn them to advar

?m:» (:‘N"“"t system has developed 8o far tha 5
life Ofrﬁ(,hfe“t are of identical effect on the comm

e world, Tt has ripened 80 thoroughly that
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supremaey or otherwise has lost its ancient signifi-
canee, and its vaunted ‘‘freedom and prosperity’’
have become but archaie svmbols of a vanished
The organization of its wonted life has been
. The old eonditions have
passed away, and the new eonditions—vague, form-
ative, and nnadapted--are not yet established. Nor
enn they be until the transient groping of the pro-
gresive social forees, struggling (unconsciously) to
meet the new requirements, shall elearly vision the
necd, and speecifiically determine their stability.

t jE-"'is.

quite shattered by war.

This eommon Jife of the world is the support of the

e . \
To flourish and prosper, bus-
iness must serve the need of the world. If it does
not do so busines cannot survive. If the mead of
service ean no longer be rendered, the funetion of

hsiness of the world.

husiness--as originally derived—is obsolete, and if
the special needs of modern business cannot be har-
monized with the common needs of society, society,
through through whatever
phases of turbulence and chaos, will assert itself and
Jiatter the whole fabrie of existing form. For soe-
ty is parameunt and will not be denied. If, and
husiness ruins society, society, in reaction,

its manifold forees,

to
when,
mnst puin bodiness,

1 for the prosecution of—the war,
Europe was compelled to forego all but war indus-
try. and fight for ““place in the sun.” That is, fight
ror the right of way to the world market.c The war
therefore, took the first place. It was im-
ould brook no economie considera-
vions and was insatiate in its demands. Tn normal
times, exports always pay for imports. But for the
reason given, there were no exports, and the imporis
could bring no return. Rut they had to be paid for
and the accommodation was effected by
collateral and by funded debt. The result
of the former is reflected in the shattered European
oxchanges, of the latter in European liquidation, in
1. out of which may come a pro-
a new social balance, or which
ian revolution, but which, in no

may lead to prn]n-t:ln
wise ean return to pre-war capitalist produetion and

During,—an:

market,
perative, and w

Mlnl!"!"“'.

exporting

its W oeful destitut 1

tracted struggle for

5 prnqn‘!‘i!}’.’ )

Came “‘vietory'’ and indemnity. The former left
.ditor nation, thelatter called forth'
But. “ereditor’’ nation in-
plies an 0 of commeree, and a super-
ior contro! of the market. Beeause its credit and in-
(orest are returned in commodities, which must be re-
d or sold directly in competition with home
Furopean imports are largely raw ma-
worked up into finished manufac-
tures and exported to the ends of the earth. Amer-
nt sach products. She is a maker
<norter of finished zoods herself, and as such
,ver-erow ing market for their sale. Con-
ve exploitation for her own Aindus-
entrance of commodities alin
loose from bankrupt fin-
and to keep clear of Furovean dinlomacy--
it _eannot cone with—and entanelements,
v stiffens her tariff. in hopes of averting dis-

s merica first ere
Tmperialist protection.
snormons volun

exporte
produetion.
torials. They are

ioa does not Wa
and ¢
requires an ¢
coquentlv, to sa
trials, to prevent the
to home produets, to ent
ance,
which
Americ

aster and competition.
Canada is in precisely the same condition. Being

tone of the hard faced ones wha did well out of the
' ¢he has erently exnanded her commerce and
chaneed her balance of trade, and has
orld competitor. Like America,
orial. Large capital is in-

war.'
indnstries.
Jefinitely berome & W

it is a country of raw mat

ift Issue

vested im its potentialities; its growth demands wid-

er markets; it secks to sup,ly, to the greatest ex.eng®
its own domestic needs, and at the same time,—and
also to the greatest extent, to accommodate the de-
mand of the foreign market. To preserve her in-
dustrial advance and trade balance, to stimulate ex-,
ports. to cut off European low cost manufactures,
and to obtain a less precarious customer than bank-
rupt Furope; these are the main causes and objects

of protective tariffs.

But creditors must take what debtors have to offer.
if they don’t, they stand to get nothing at all. Eu-
rope is highly industrial. Tt lives by supplying
manufactures to the wbrld. And it is efficiently
organized for that purpose. Canada is not—yet.
Canada is one of the supply bases of raw material.
As such, it was (pre-war) a borrowing country, ie.,
capital was invested in its resonrces for industrial
supplies. Or in other words, Canada received man-
ufactured goods for the development of its natural
wealth, and paid for them out of its raw produe-
tion. The war has created a new eondition, Can- e
adian resource, being ecapitalized, Canada has in- -
evitably become industrial, and like its own Niag- -
ara—by the momentum of mm'prugl;s is re-
lentlessly whirled deeper into the maelstrom of the
greater industry. So it comes, that if Canada must
take manufactures in trade, it will strive to offset
their price reactions by tariff imposts. It will strive
to increase its volume of raw supplies in repayment,
and for the residue, and its own increasing surplus,
it will, therefore, be enabled to meet world eompeti-
tion an equable terms, and by its own growth, hold
the scales of exchange credit even. Seo our capital-
ists figure it out, eorreetly enough in its own sphere.  ~

But the capitalist economic is a most contradiet-
ory affair. Capital can suffer no limits to its ex-
pansion. It ean brook no barriers to its progress.

Yet, out of its own waste of the productive forces, .
it gathers restrictions to itself. Out of its own nec-

essitous limitations, it inexorably limits its own nec- E

essity. The national indebtedness ean only be paid e

to the nations themselves, and paid only in com-

modities. But the velume of that debt,—<even its i

compounded intesest—is far beyond the feeble cap-

acity of the limited social powers in actual produe-
tion. The desperate need of nations compels them

o export in ever greater volume, yet the constant--

lv falling ratio of the actual productive forces ren-

Jders increasing imports prohibitory. The economi¢

checks to imports, which now exist in Europe are g

exaggerated by political contrivances for Imperial-

ist aggression. European pations are in liquida-
tion and under dictation to creditors. Neverthe-
less, those broken nations take their owners in tow.

That dictation spells ruin to capitalist Imperialism.

In reaction, that bankruptey involved the credit-

ors in chronic stagnation. Low cost production

threatens the market supremacy of power, and com-
pels the most rigorous trade repressions in the in-
terost of unlimited trade. by

The reduction of those irreconcilables is our mas-
ters’ business, not ours. We have nothing to do
with tariffss Our issue, in this or any election, is
the abolition of capital and its wage glavery. In
any political society, the working class is a slave
class, producing all wealth, which the master class
appropriates, because they own and control the ma-
chinery of social produetion. And simply because
of that ownership, the producing eclass must toil

(Continued on page 3) .
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WESTERN CLARION

'The Rumblings of Change

By H. M. Bartholomew

4 I V' HE old metaphysician believed that things

are static, unchanging, immutable and un-

related. He spoke much of the ‘‘eternal
verities’ and the unchanged and unchangeable moral
concepts of religion.

Dialectics, on the other hand, comprehends the un-
iverse and the multiform phenomena thereof, as be-
ing in a continual process of movement and inter-
relationship; as a continual procession of cause and
effect.

Tke old methods of thought have been destroyed

* by the onward march of science. We now know that
things are not static, but in a process of constant
change ; that the Greek philosopher who wrote ‘‘No-
thing is so constant as change,”’ was much nearer
to a true coneeption of universal phenomena than
the metaphysicians of the sixteenth century.

Engels wrate:

‘“Nature is, then, proof of dialecties, and it must
be said for modern science that it has furnished this
proof with very rich materials inereasing daily, and
thus has shown that, in the last resort, Nature works
dialeetically and not metaphysically ; that she does
not move in the eternal oneness of a perpetually re-
curring eircle, but goes through a real historical
evolution.”’

Since those words were penned the evidence sup-

plied by all branches of science as to the correctness
of dialectical methods has increased in such volume
that it has almost become a *‘fashion’’ to ‘‘think dia-
lectically.”’
Be that as it may, we must regard things, not as ab-
colute and eternal, but as constantly changing and
in relation to all other things. And when we apply
this method of investigation to the capitalist method
of wealth production we shall find that we obtain
many and rich results.

Time was when politicians spoke of eapitalist pro-
duction as if that method of production ‘‘had been,
is and ever will be.”” But the advance of scientific
understanding of varions phenomena has placed this
view into the discard. We know that capitalism has
not always existed, that social institutions have con-
stantly changed and that the existing social order is
rapidly changing under our own eyes.

Marx, in a famous pasage (too long to quote in
full) tells us:

*‘Centralization of the means of production and
socialization of labor at last reach a point where they
become incompatible with their ecapitalist integu-

,ment. This integument is burst asunder. The knell
of eéapitalist private property sounds. The expro-
priators are expropriated.’’

Marx here employs the famous ‘‘negation of the
negation,’’ which is such an important part of the
philosophical system of Hegel. There is not the
space necessary to analyse this particular eoneept in
anything like adequate manner. It must be suffic-
ient to the purpose of the present writer if he ‘merely
points out that each system of society contains with-
in itself the germs of its own dissolution, and that
the new social order develops ‘‘ within the womb of
the old,”” until it can no longer be contained therein,
It is then that the new ‘‘becomes incompatible with
the integument’’ of the old; the integument is burst
asunder, the new order emerges into the light of day.
It is the negation of the negation.

If we regard Capitalist produetion as somethiuz
static and immutable, then can we argue regarding
‘“eternal verities’ and the ‘‘gross immorality’’ of
the ““wicked Socialist.”” But if we adopt (as we
gurely must) the dialectical method of reasoning,
then we can ignore these appeals to ‘‘eternal rights”’

‘and examine the tendencies of capitalist production,

What is the general trend of the existing soeial

order? Is it towards Socialism ; or can it be said that
. the general tendency is away from that social sys-
tem known as the Socialist Commonwealth? If the
many writers in the press would try to confine them-

selves to these important questions when they are

penning their wild declamations against Socialists
and Socialism, they would contribute something of
importance to the world of political thought!

The analysis of capitalist production which en-
abled Marx to formulate the law of capitalist ac-
cnmulation has proven correct. Trusts and cartels
are to be found dominating the chief industries of
modern production. Something approaching indus.
trial despotism can be found in the highly developed
industrial countries of the world.

This centralization and concentration of capital
has gone hand in hand with increasing produetivity
of the workers, and with this *‘industrial reserve
army’’ constantly growing in numbers, Surplus com-
modities are produced in quick order, and the mar-
kets for these huge accumaulations of commodities
are constintly becoming smaller. The inevitable re.
sult is long continued trade depression, with all the
attendant evils of unemployed workers, idle factor-
ies, ete. 2

At the present time, if we take a bird's eve view of
the world of capitalist production we shall find many
facts which will reveal to us the chronic state of af-
fairs from the viewpoint of the master class.

During the last week the writer has scanned the
newspapers with great interest. He finds his ** yel-
low sheet’’ containing reports of **13 Airplanes Sent
to Mine Fields.”” and of *‘the invading miners form-
ing battle-line to rush boundary.”” And when he
reads the reports he finds that there is a battie
roxul going on in West Virginia

On the same date he finds the same paper report-
ing to the effeet that the German authorities have
called out the police of Berlin to *“guard against up-
risings,’
‘“seething with unrest."’

In another issue we find that the workers of New
South Wales would ‘“rather go to jail than pay tax-
es,”” and that ‘‘government officials start to sing
*‘God Save the King,"" but the band plays the *‘Red
Flag.’’

In Britain the unemployed situation is serious,
Another issue of the same journal contains a photo-
graph of ““the sericus riot of 5,000 unemployed re-
turned soldiers.”” And when we read the report of
this disturbance we find that 5,000 men applied for
fifty jobs, and that the ensuing riot was so grave that
500 mounted police were employed, and even then
the rioters did damage to the extent of $5,000,000.

And as I write, I find that the latest issue of this
wonderful . “‘organ’’ states that unemployed riots
have broken out all over Britain, that there are ser-
ious disturbances in India, that ‘‘the Irish question'’
has taken a turn for the worse, and that serious riots
are taking place in France and America. And thus
we might cover the whole world of capitalist produe.
tion with our analysis and find that unrest is every-
where, that the misery and degradation of the work.
ing-class is such that ‘‘the integument of eapitalist
production’’ may soon be burst asunder.

Nor is the capitalist class enjoying its present posi-
tion. The industrial depression has hit them very
seriously. Bankrupteies are more numerous than
ever, and the accumulation of capital into fewer and
fewer hands proceeds apace. Verily was Marx cor-
rect when he wrote: ‘“‘One capitalist always kills
many.’’

Before the writer lic two reports in the press of re-

“cent date, which reveal the serious position of the

capitalist class. The first reads:

‘“If Europe is to be saved from a wholesale bank-
ruptey, two things are essential. Tt must have gold
and it must stop printing paper money.  Another
year of the printing presses and all Earope will have
paper money which never can be redeemed.’’ (Austin
Harrison).

The other report shows the bank clearings for the
month of July, and reveals to us the extent of the de-
flation due to the industrial depression. It reads as
follows:

““Bank clearings for the month of July show to
what an extent deflation is proceeding in Canada and

'and that the greater part of Germany is .

the change which has come over the wanyt acturi;
areas of the Dominion,

“In Montreal the elearings for the mont), of Ju
are redueed over $148,000,000, as compared wit h
same month last year, in Toronto the r
about 35,000,000,
000,000,

“dnet 0n s

In Winnipeg the deel of %G.
These are straws which reveal to us the w
which ecapitalist production is te nding, The r
lings of unrest can be heard on every hand, eapital
ist production is digging its own grave, and o

mains for the working-class to give it a good heart

ay in
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HERE AND NOW.

Folowing #1 ecach-—-G., Beagric, H. Harris D
Stewart, W. J. Kenedy, G. Albers, R. Dickinsor
A. Padgham, R. A. Fillmore, B. Dworkin. W H
Camfield, Mrs. Cameron, J. Bennett, Mrs. Griffis
C. Shinewald, R. C. Muteh, R. Near, P. Brows
Young, M. A. Stewart, A. R. Sinelair, G. .\l=:.—:.~ L.
N. Olson, Wm. Bennett, H. Wallstrom.

Following 2 each—F. V. Smifh, J. Pollo
W. Daniel, Wm. Kastler, O. Erickson,

W, Brace, $11.50; Sid Earp, 84, C. M
$1.50; A. Dinkfalt, $1.70; 8. R. Davy, $4; Wu i
Gall, $3; H. H. Thomas, $5: N. T. Sachle, &1. 1L W
Herrman, &5

Above, Clarion subs. received from 14th 1o 2
September, inclusive—total, %72.70.

Now that the winter season is approaching (wi
all its terrors) study elasses will be forming al
over the country. That is to say, we hope thes
will. hiterature and Clarion sales are likely 1
climb up; little; certain it is that they can't elin
lown. The subscriptions total this issue shows 3
tendency towards ‘steady’ "and we are in hop
We don’t quite knowsthe manner of extra ting do
lars for sube., it's something in the nature of an a7
and all Clarion readers shonld learn i, Foreef
expressions  wheedling and persuasive cloquens
~these have their uses at times— try them out, and i

they fail, try the plain honest. truth: the Clano

needs subs. and deserves to get them.

0
Notice of SBuspension of Robert Walker, of Cumber:
* land, B. C.

In ““The Cumberland Islander’ (B.C.) of Satur
day, August 20th, 1921, appeared an article entitled &
“"Complimentary Dinner to Lieutenant-Governor

This was a report of a reception given to the Licut.
Governor of B. C. at Camberland, 15th Augus!
Speeches were made and a speech alleged to have
been delivered by Robert Walker, member-at-larg
of the 8. P. of (', is printed in the issue mentioned
of that paper. Lettors between Comrade Walker and
the D. E. C. have been exchanged as the speech T
ported Vlolnhu onr principles, and he has been s

pended for thirty (30) days dating from and in I

ing 20th September, or until such time within t! ‘;
period that he may publiely, within the columns ¢
“The Cumberland Tslander'’ issue a full denial !
the report.,

- > L]

1S

The managing-editor of the ‘B, . Federati )
(A. 8. Wells) and the “B. (', Federationist, l.!“!.
have heen served with warrants by the City of V2!
couver Police Department ,charged with offering for
sale a pamphlet the contents of which constitute #"
infraction of the Criminal Code. The pamphlct
thought to he ** *Left Wing’ Communism, An 1"
tile Disorder,"’ by Lenin. The case came before 1
Police Magisirate on the 26th, and was adjouri® d
under request of Counsel for Defence, for a week.
The ‘‘Federationist’’ last issue indicated that fine!
cial help would be needed. Contributions miy
sent to this office and they will be forwarded.

<1116
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PAGE THREE
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Development of Educational System

\PITALISM has attained its supremacy to
duv over all other forms of production through
_-\.4.4\.-in|:n;¢-ut of machinery. That achieve
i the education of the workers, are the two
Listorical funetions of capitalism.

discovery of steam and its application to

providing a metive power far superior to
\i.,.,ﬁ_\- existing, & new era in industry was

rease i lﬂ‘hd\ll'“"ll over and above wha!

4 !

. ired to supply the producers with the ne
cries of life resulted in surplus products of grea
Under the handieraft methods, whieh had pre

roughont the eivilized world, the surplus

.'""-':E.’" 1 XSS of rlt‘(l:l"l;.~i,'~ ‘

ors. and industry was varried on largely in the

{ the workers themselves with simple hand

e Of

nid looms run by hand and foot power (wind,

tos 8

waler atidd horse power !wnu! usedd to some extent n

ericnitural distriets, chiefly i, or the waorker be
sme an itinerant jobber earrying with him the tools
{ his craft and setting up his workshop whe

Sometimes, f

rever

sion required. be furnished t

gerial and sold the finished product, he beeas

a

master erafteman and built ap a business, employ

cprentices and journeymen. In that case o

me a permanent fisture, and around his and
¢ operations grew up the village or burg: other
vise he remained a wandering worker applying L

the material furnished by hus employer, oo

sxili ¢

"

rising to the position of contractor o

CROIOANY
entrepreneur.  The technical processes of his tra

cither case and the disposition of his products re
mired but little learning. Keeping acounts was 4
very simple matter. Teade took the form of bart:
casily managed through fairs, when the producersin
the various industries met and exchanged their
wares, or later through pack pedidiers
totryes of the modern merchant: who bought and

arketed the goods at a greater distance

With the discovery of steam and consequent d¢
velopment of machines, the methods both of produe
tion and distribufion underwent a radical chanze
The greater size of the tools of production necessit-
sted permanent acommodations. The worker was
unable to own the more expensive tools, and it re-
mained for those master eraftsmen who had succeed.
ed in establishing themselves to carry on the new
mannfacturing methods which set in.

r

:‘-AA\n p}'n

mpetition for markets began with the greatly

reased productivies of the workers applying their
laber-power to the machines. Surplus produets piled

up in the hands of the owners of those machines.

Fhe possession of the latest machinery giving tem-
porary advantage to the owner of that particular
machine by making it possible for him to produce
more and cheaper commodities, thus enabling him to
indersell his competitor.

But with the machinery eame the need of work-
P W fm could read and write, measure and caleu-
tate, and the distribution of surplus commodities,

fe relations with foreign countries and the estab-
shing of the eredit system inereased the need of an
ated proletanat if the capitalists were to com-
pete successfuily in the world markets, So we see
the capitalist extending his technical learning to the
workers and even opening the doors of the colleges
to the more fortunate of the working class, doors
which had previously been elosed to any but the rul-

1
HE CIASS,

The competition amonyg the workers for
the better paying positions facilitated the education-
sl process, untii modern popular education has re-
sulted. The latest example of this is Japan.

However, with the technieal education which the
workers have appropriated to their own use has come
the knowledge of surplus value and the materialis-
tic conception of l;.\hr!‘). thus vstahlishing an en-
tire!v new school of thought which is spreading sv

pidly that *he capitalists have become alarmed,
as is evidenced by their efforts to circumseribe pro-
letarian edueation. The laws recently enacted by
the New York State Legislature called the ‘‘Lusk
Anti-Sedition Law.’” state: *‘Every person, corpor-
atin or society conducting a school or course of in-
«truction in any subject in the state must be licensed
hy the State Department of Edueation to continne
its work.” The
capitalists want only such education for the work-
ors as will redound to their own particular benefit.
Qee Manifesto of Carnegie Institute. But it is too
ate. They have already placed in the hands of the
workers the intellectual™weapons which, if wielded

AN of which is a case in point.

with suffieient <kill, will prove a bogmerang to their
own most cherished institution—wage labor.
KATHERINE SMITH.
Note: Credit is extended to Comrade John Ker-
acher for the general outline of the above.—K.S.).

Ten Minutes Talks

With New 'Students

Production and Poverly.

T the present time somewhere about one WOrK-
er in three is unemployed or 18 working suci
short time as to be for all practical purpose
in the same position. In addition, millions of thos
whe are on full time have had their wages S0 8¢t
usly reduced that their 'm!ﬁitinll is not very notiees
ably better than that of the unemployed.  Never
before has there heen such mass poverty Try as
We may to disguize the fact, Britain is simply a

Bigantic workhouse, a land of bheggars.
What is the explanation? We're told that econ
omic conditions necessitate large numbers of unem

ployed, and sweeping redactions in the wages of th

test of the workers; that, regrettable as it may be, 1'.
the means ol
Wages,
1 are cul

¥ impossible for industry to provide
life for large sections of the population.
tducation grants, unemployment doles, al
down, hecanse the country, so it is asserted,
Produce the necessary wealth.

But can we agree that poverty is inevitable
the nature of things? It is andeniable that there
Was a time when poverty not only existed bu
bound to exist. In primitive times, though all men
were equal, they were all equally poor, equally un
eultured, and it is easy to understand why. All men
Were poor heeanse man's tools were
Primitive that they sufficed to produce on
“St living, In the systems of society that

cannot
18 1

t was

qo crude, s
].\ the b
followed

» %

srimitive comunism— chattel slavery, with its slaves
:{,:,, daveowners, and feudalism with its serfs and
lords—we find that although the slave-owners and
the lords were wealthy, the great masses—the slaves

d the serfs—were exceedingly poor and uncultur-
days it was possible for only a few men
and eculture, because although tools
omewhat they were still erude. The
tive communism, were condemned

ed, lll “EUM‘
to have wealth
had improved s
masses, s in primi
nsolved problem of production to life-

hy the as yetu
Does the same reason for poverty

Jong poverty.
oxist today?
Before Cavitalism, all works had to be done by

1

power d vived mainly from the muscles of men, as-

<isted by the muscles of horses and oxen, and by the

taken from the rivers by means of the old-

x‘:l\ l.‘m.-(i water-wheel.  Today we use mechancial
nower. Accerding to one anthority, the factories of
"sh itain derive from coal alone the power of 175,000,-
and if we add te that the power got from
coal used in ships and on railways, the 20,000,000 or
more adult men and women of Britain have at their
disposal the power of '265,000,000 men. 'l‘oda?.\.' u
ten tons as easily as a boy can lift a
hox of matches; and again, thanks to mechanical
4 modern steam-hammer ¢an pound a ton of
to a puncake as easily as a man can crush a

All this mechanical power is

OO0 men,

crane ean lift

powelr
iron 1in
walnut with a stone.

the ;n'mluvt of t';l[\imlism.

If we turn to the production of useful articles, we
find that the worker with the best modern machinery
can make two hundred pairs of boots in the time it
took the old cebbler to make one pair. The best mod-

ern weaving machine ean weave two hundred times
as much cloth as the old handloom. What is more,
the new machines go on yeaving while the workers
are away at dinner, and should a thread break, the
machine stops of its own aceord. For the manufae-
turing of matches, a machine exists that turns out
144,000 boxes of matches per day. At one end it
takes in solid blocks of pinewood, at the other it
runs the finished matches into hoxes, closes the box-
es, puts them in packages of a dozen, and seals them
np! Again, all these wonderful labor-saving ma-
chines are the produets, the handiwork of Capitalism.

Capitalism has completely altered the position.
Capitalism’s great gift to man has been to increase
produetivity enormously. Capitalism has put into
onur hands tools and machines so gigantic and so pro-
ductive that they make the greatest tools of the past
seem mere playthings. In doing so, it has complete-
ly wiped out the iron reason that condemmed the
masses to poverty in times gone by. It has made
communism and eulture possible together. In the
past comunism meant poverty for all; thanks to Cap-
italism, communism today would mean wealth for
all.

‘“Ah,”” you say, ‘‘but have you not just shown
that we haven’t got wealth for all?”’ True! Capital-
ism has solved the problem of production, but it has
left another problem unsolved. That problem can
only be solved by an edueated working class. Next
month W& shall se what that problem is.

. : J. P. MILLER.

—“The Plebs.”’
F 4

H

® QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

N

The qqestion has been asked: Can ore deposits,
soil, elimate, ete., be termed means of production?

Answer: No! In the science of economies the
are technically classed as natural resources. The
means of production are the material equipment
used for carrying on the productive. process. This
equipment comprises such things as buildings, ma-
chinery, implements, tcols, utensils and appliances
of any kind, for dyeing, brewing, and chemical pro-

cesses, railroads and rolling stock, ships and other

means of transportation!

Raw materials, are such as ore in the billit, coal,
oil, wool, cotton, logs, seeds, hides, ete. Also, the
finished goods of cne industrial process may become
the raw material of another, as hides, the finished
product of the cattle industry are in turn the raw
material for Jeather, and leather for the boot and
shoe industry ; lumber for the huilding and furniture
trades; agricultural produets for stock raising, ete.
These are termed production geods, to distinguish
them from what is termed consumption goods, which
las& are sold to the ultimate consumer. C. S.

—0——
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(Continued from page 1)
.—(to live)—-on the terms of surplus appropriation,
receiving in return merely the sustenance of labor
reproduction. That is the simple cause of all—-or
most—of our trouble, and of all our poverty and de-
gradation. No amelioration scheme can alter it,
no tariff—or master class legislation—can turn its
effects aside, and no reform whatsoever reprieve
World wide, the working
elass is in precisely similar conditions—free trade,
Be-
cause, government of any kind . is the subjugation
of the working class to the exploitation of the ruling

class, and can in nowise be altered by any ruling

its economie incidence.

or protection, Liberal government or Tory.

class initiative. * Unless we can absorb and master
that, we can absorb and master nothing. R.
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DOMINION ELECTIONS, 1921

8. P. of C. Candidates.

B. C. CONSTITUENCIES:
NANAIMO— W. A. Pritchard
VANCOUVER, (3 Seats)—
‘Burrard: J. D. Harrington
Centre: T. OConnor .
Scuth: J. Kavanagh
MANITOBA CONSTITUENCIES:
WINNIPEG (3 seats) :—
H. M. Bartholemew
R. B. Russell
Chas. Stewart 3

Other constitnencies are yet to be” hfPrd from.
In the meantime, organizational work is ¢commene-
ing, meetings are under way and committees are
‘forming for leaflet distribution, collecting funds,
ete. The deposit required for each candidate is
$200 and there is no time to be lost. Tbe"inqney
must be found.

If you are-interested and willing to hglp in the
work go to the headquarters in the place where you
are; in Vancouver, 401 Pender St. East. TFhere
you will be directed to the guidance of the cam-
paign menager of the district where your efforts
will be most needed or most effective. In Nanaimo
go to Wm. Newton, 235 Irwin Street.

In Winnipeg go to room 1, 530 Main Street. If
yon ean’t go to any of these places and you have a
dollarto ‘spare, send it to E. MacLeod, 401 Pender
St. East, Vancouver, B. C. Mention the constit-
neney or to which eampaign fund you wish the don-
ation to apply, and it will be so applied. If no men-
tion is mgde, the money will be applied to the con-
stitueney most in need of it. =

But don’t forget, if you are not able to help with
money, your personal help will go a long way.
Now’s:a good time for us to get a word to the

~».workers of Canada when they're all listening.

0z
Did you see this in the papers the other day?
DATE OF THANKSGIVING 1S FIXED BY

What’s the mater with these governments, are

' they displaying ‘Bolshevik tendencies?’’

3102 ~ .
! NEIL McLEAN, M. P. .

: , f
N this last great west, the hope of the homeless,
Shere there is more land and fewer inhabitants
to the acre than elsewhere in.this great Canadian

~ wilderness, we are visited now and then by one or

other of the shining lights from the labor benches in
the British parliament. This-time the adventurer is

. Neéil McLean, M.P., representing Govan, a Glasgow

constituency. Neil trayelled around these local parts
under the guidance of the Federated Labor Party,
after ‘*doing his turn’’ at the Trades Congress of
Canada, held in Winnipeg. Ordinarily, our labor
strangers meet us warily, and cautiously try us out
to find just what kind of speech they may think we'd
" like to hear. Our latest visitor, however, judged us
by our looks and gave us a dilution of the wish-wash
that no doubt counted votes for him in Govan, but
which, when received here with an ill grace, made
him & trifle eross. He told us we were part and par-
cel of the world-wide class struggle, and then he

told us that part of our job to be done in that strug-
gle was to exclude Orientals from British Columbia,
The Orientals were & menace to our white working
class weltare here, they lowered our standard of liv-
mg, they scabbed on the whites, and so forth. Al
at the very time of his speech making the shingle-
mills of New Westminster, not twenty miles away,
were tied up hecause the-Orientals employed in them,
and they constitute the greater part of a shingle-
mill erew, refused a cut of 10 per cent., while the
white employees agitated for a return to work.

MeclLean had paid a visit to the loeal Chinatown
and he said he was shocked®at the housing condi-
tions. About here is where we find him guilty of a
failing in the matter of memory. Sure enough, the
iocal Chinese working population do not live in at-
tractive places, but Iaxt‘ winter, hereabouts, many
white men bad no quarters at all, and already the
City Council are making examination of Hastings
Park to see what accommodation ean be figured upon
for next winter's workless and homeless. Think of
a man coming from Glasgow, of all places, eriticis-
ing working class housing elsewhere, and becoming
‘““shocked.”” 1t comes near to being un-patriotic.
We have to eonfess to an early acquaintance with
that hive of ecapitalist industry, and we claim for it
a reputation as the finest collection of slums on earth
Let others have their prejudices in *“favor’ of other
places; let evervone boost his ‘‘own home town,”'
But they 're *‘ white'’ slums.

It would appear that MecLean, once he found the
local temper, would willingly have forgotten his
anti-Orientalism which he could not exactly fit into
the framework of the class struzzle when, to his sur.
prise and distfomfiture, he was asked to do so. His
bag of tricks ~ontains speeches from all angles. Fif-
teen or sixteen years ago he propounded the gospel
aceording to the Soeialist Labor Party in that same
city of Glasgow, where slum tenements are higher
than the standard of living and where the Chinese
worker is unknown. At that time he voiced his opin-
ions earnestly, now he in.'voidng the opinions of
Trades Congress officialdom which requires, along
with Oriental exelusion, the exclusion of any idea of
working elass solidarity. About the only accom-
plishment Mr. Mclean has acquired in fifteen years
seems to be an angry growl at question time. No
doubt he learned that frofh Mr. Lloyd George,

i

SECRETARIAL NOTES.

Classes in Economics and History will commenee
in Vapeouver in October for the winter season,
1921.22, .

The elass in Feonomics starts Sunday, Oectober
9th, at 3 p.m.,; and in History, Thursday, Oetober
6th, at 8 p.m. Classes will meet at 401 Pender Street
East, and a good attendance of old and new stu-
dents is expected. Other classes on kindred subjects
may be formed as the season advances. It should
be’noted and advertized that membership in the
Socialist Party of Canada is not essential to class
membership. The classes will determine the text
’books to be studied, the method of study, the form
and rules of discussion, and they may sub-divide
themselves as they see fit into beginmers and advane.
ed students classes if the initial attendance gives
promise of this possibility, Another feature that
will be or should be taken up is the matter of essay
writing on subjects studied The classes will lay
down rules of guidance in this department of study,
as conducive to systemgtic application in study and
as an important feature aiding the student to set
forth his or her ideas in order on paper. This is
for the class itself. We had Mtended to reprint
in this issue from ‘‘The Indicator’’ an-article by
‘“Geordie’’ on the manner of conduecting study clgss-

es, but at the moment it dooks as if the columns are

blocked already. However, it will not be amiss in
the next.

By the way, anent the threats of one C. Stephen-
son (a few issues hack) to take prompt progeedings
in arousing interest in ‘‘Geordie's’’ articles on Econ.
omies previously published in ‘‘The Red Flag'’ and
*The Indicator,”’ #0 that we might be prodded into
ealeulating costs of printing in pamphlet form, and
to t‘he end that these invaluable artieles might thus

he readily accessible to stude
a wider field of readers, we h
correspondence in approval,

Some of this has been communicated 1o,
die,”” and while he appears to be u litt)e
hearing’” he is really about the husie
abouts, and time to him is an ae .
fact. However, the “‘threats’ gre bearing :Tl."mp:‘
and we hope to be able to ‘make announc i
that the printing is under way,

By the way iagain) we forget to sav that 1
classes aforementioned are free of charge , il
leetion is taksn,

nts and writerg and to
Ve received sheaf of

“Goor
““hard o
8t man jepe
tual and 1|

“ment soon

. Re and no eol
Pay attention and voice

: " your opiv
ions, ask questions and get others to Voie

© theirs
, L * -

Writing some time back to one Bill Lewin ((y
gary), asking him to lay in a stoek of ik and \;..,‘<
it in the “*Clarion"’ columns, the astonishe |
«-o%vml this bright word in reply: ““It's the easiext
thing in the world to think of articles articles voy
want someone to write for you, or that you mm; tn
have a shot at yourself, It's like smoking enchant
ed cigarettes. Some time 111 send you :
here’s a few to be going™on with. A seriex of erit
ical lll'ﬁ(‘ll'!, pnninx in review all the more famous
of the Utopias, ifi the light of Marxism twenty ar
ticles at the least. Note, (by Bill) | was rrwr'\'m;
this little item for myself, but pass it on. Do what
you can with it; J ean't touch it. A series of anno
tations to the works of Mark and Engels, the small
er ones for a start. In **Socialism. Utopian and
Seientifie,”’ for example (attend, all yve history st
dents: we have mention made of the l‘:lnvhn'rh'n
the Levellers, Mably, Morelly, The Chartist Move
ment, Bacon, Hobbes, Locke, Hegel and a hundred
matters hesides. What are these events, and whe
are these duisics? (Forgiveness is extended for this
levity). The average fellow in the class doesn’t
know and the pamphlet dorsn't say. The informs
tion can be obtained ; it's available, all rizht but to
those of my class it is altogether insecessible. Whe
the avernge Eneyelopedia tells you is either skimped
and negligible, or it is s0 misleading and biassed 15
to he worse. Annotated editions of the main Social
ist classi~x are needed in the worst way. What you
really need is an annotation n‘lmmiuw. out at Van
couver. Aunother thing, and this also is required
A weries of paragraphs dealing with the prineipal
natural laws sa far formulated—from the earliest

l"lillnr' rv.

a list, by

. times up "till yesterday, given in historieal sequence.

The historieal order will not necessarily be upset if
you take the seiences separately, neither will it if
yYoujump from one seienee to another. In fact, bt
the latter proeedure you preserve the chronolog:
The laws should be given their classic form then b
explained so tHat the ordinary plug—which meass
you and me-—can readily understand them ; then the
influerice of the discovery of a law in one sience.
in stimulating researches and development might '
touched on. The thing, if properly done, should re
sult in a sueeinet account of the growth of knowledg»
—=an aecount with the emphasis placed on positive
achievement,

This is just a start (the editor here introduces a
vio'ent fit of coughing). T want next a materialis
interpretation of the various art movements so piz
7ling, and apparently so.twisted to the average work-
cr: a brief sketeh of the history of art, with the eco
omic factors underlined and most of the pageant
omitted. You may think this is not required, but it
you could hear one quarter of the questions I some
times have to find answers for you'd understand the
necessity all right.”’

And more of it, much more. The editor thinks
that's enough to be going on with meantime. There's
no telling what the ‘Clarion’’ writers may yet find

in the ink pot to disperse the clouds of darkness by

the light of learning,
®.® »

Comrade Leckie's regular article in ‘‘Materialist
Conception of History” is somewhat belated this
issue, or Peter has busied himself more in pain'
than ink. However, we are pleased to note lengthy
qugtutions from these articles in several issues of
““The Citizen’’ (Ottawa) and *‘The Standard’’ (5t
John, N.B.) Both of these are daily journals.
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CLARION t . PAGE, FIVE

BY ‘GEORDIE"

Bxpenses of Production and “High' and “Low"
Compositions of Capital. - Varieties of Profits.

and 1. we were dealing only with values
es. Now we have dissected this value on
ge oze hand (nlo A CORHrIeE, and on the other we have
out of it another form, that of the price of pro.
-~Capital,” vol I, p 1922

1n YOILIDES I

i

of he commodi!

devedoped

guction of com? ditles.”

owpetition first hringp about, in a certain Individual
spere. the establishment of an equal market—value and
garket price by averaging the various individual values of
ge commodities.  The competition of the cajdials in the
gfterent spheres {of industry) then results in the price of
seoduction which equalizes thé rates of profit between the
gfterent sphores.  This jast process requires a higher de
wiopment of capitalist production than the previous pro
con "—Capital,” vol, ML, p 212

. . -

‘st rompetition docs mot show s the way in which
e s determined and the movement of production dom
sgted by this determination. It does not show the values
et stand behind the prices ofaproduction and determine
tem In the last instance. Competition coes show on the
ader tand the following things:— .«

(1) Thé averare profits Independent of the organis
wmpesition of capital in the different spheres of produ
e as! therofore also independent of the mass of I
ot htor appropristed by any given capital in any parth
shir sphere of cxplottatidh

1) A rise and fall of prices of production as a result of
dasges in the level of wages, & phenomenon which flatly
reatradicts at first sight the law of value of commodilies

(1), The finctustions of market! prices, which reduce 1o
wensge market price of commodities in a givea period of
time. 5ot 10 the market-value, hut 1o a marketprice of pro-
dection difforing considerably from this market value

Al these plenomens seem 10 contradict the determing
" of value by labortime »s muck 2+ the fact that sur
Mes valie cotsists of unpaid surpluslabor. Everything
Mpears upside down in competition.

The exwing sonformation of ecomnrsic ronditions, =
wen I reality on the surface of (dings. and consequently
8 e concoptions which the leading human agents of these
readitions form In tey‘ng to understand then, are not Holy
@flerent from the 1 ernal and disciised essence of thes
¢reditions, and from the conceptions corcesponding to this
tsenre, but actnally opposed 1o them, or their reverse”
\Marx here opposes the “real” to ine “actual —)
Tapital” vol 111, P. 244,

. L S

“In short, under capitalist production, the general law
o value enforces itaelf merely as the prevailing tendency.
T3 very complicated nd approximale manner. as 2
Teiet ascertainable av vape of craseless fluctuations
Tapital” vol. M1, p. I

FOSEDR

ARX expressly deelares that what he calls

“price of production’’ is the same thing

that Ricardo amd his school knew as ""cos!
" production, ** It will be veadily understood, how
*Ver, that the explanation it received at their hands
8 not the same as thyt given by Marx. As Dhave
"own, Marx defined the price of production of &
mmodity as consisting of the expenses of produe
o (cost price) plus the average profit, and shov
"l that this profit consisted of surplus value, tiv
Mt of unpaid labor.

i the other hand, the eapitalist economists held
that the effect of competitive production is such that
::]\:.\.ﬁrims lm"?‘:" who contributed to the l“""“”“
Process received, on the whole and on the aver-

:“l i‘.‘:-m “'."" a share in the product as was J““.‘
e their seyeral efforts, The share that each
.n‘t"'\""‘ was conceived to be a measure of his con-
. frlh““‘"l to the social pf‘O(lll(". The word “labor”
:""!l'f’"’l““! frt.nn the definition of **cost of l""“l““‘
ff » Which is now deseribed as ‘‘the sum of t‘ln
L!::::,.nnd !?M'.riﬁcc't involved in prmlm-'imn." ~-'|-|“,t
receives ‘wages which are the “peward” for

s “labor.” The finaneial capitalist receives interest

“.ll. > i . LR . ,e 3
in I(-h I8 the reward for his **abstinence "and “wall
A -

By the ear-mark

of the 4 way, this word abstinence is the R
" Puhvuml,’ It was, no doubt, specially seice
U8 suggesting something painfyl.
M o ”‘f‘ employing eapitalist, the

' TFecelves profits, Of these there

Sentrepren
are Sev t‘l’l\‘

Concerning Value:

trepreneur it will be pocketed by him as differen-
. tial profit. It will now be seen why it was held
Pyl : This i8 that rent does not enter into cost of production.

T o8 n the category kiown as ‘‘necessury Now then, this process of‘equalization which goes
profits, © the only profit to actually appear in the on in each ‘‘individual sph f production’’ ex-
ik oF Dandusilon., il thad: ta OULS g ; andividual sphere of p uetxfm' ex

L, i there ar accidental tends to industry as a whole. A few preliminary
f”;"l';:;l “:“:".‘ tlrt}f\v,. ‘1{5“11"::]: .:,c:“l‘,‘st .l.'.r ,fxgh s me remarks may be necessary here. As we know,
i~ Sl -t | .” o ':l,l nl.x ‘ c..n.‘ .mstanee every v;xpxta_lxst who engages in mdqstry must be
’ 1 iake a surplus pr fit. La tly, provided with a certain money-capital. This he

ere are ““4if e ental’ profits cue to the sup rior _expends in raw ipaterial, ingmachinery, and as
ability or business acumen of the wore eificient em- wages. In the process of production the whole
"»I'”-””"' Thes: also are surplus p ofits a:d, being value of the raw material passes ovef into the pro-
kin to rent, - re sometimeseealled *rent of ability.””  duet as also does the weur and tear of the machin-
Surplvs profits d» not enter irto the ecs. of pro- ery. No more and no less, however. For this rea-
duetien. There are also mownopoly profits wheh son the capital so expended is called ‘‘copstant’’
capital. On the other hand, the la\bor expended in
I'he landlord. of course, gets his rent. So far as  the process produces a surplus over and above the
| know. no eeonomist has had the nerve to suggest amount paid as wages. For this reason the capital
that this is his reward for owning the land. The expended as wages is called ‘‘variable’’ eapital. It
wst they ean do for him is to show that rent is a is only the variahle capital which, so to speak, pro-
differential gain which does not enter into the cost duees a surplus. - The surplus values produced will
of production and therefore does not affeet prices. be in proportion to the variable capital employed.
[his brings it into the category of surplus profits. Now the various spheres of industry vary in re-
Of eourse. much of what is commonly known as spect of the proportion which obtains between the
constant and variable parts of the capitals employ-
ed in them. This proportion is called by Marx the
There is an economie iaw to the effect that ‘‘there ‘‘organie composition of capital.”” Those indus-
wot. at any given time, be two prices for the tries employing a high percentage of constant to
wame commodity in the same market.”” It is, of variahble capital are said to have a(“l.xigh" compos-
ourse. & matter of common experience that prices ition of eapital. Those in which the percentage of
will often vary considerably even in adjacent stor- eonstant capital is lower relatively to the variable
e« This is particularly noticeable in the small re- are said to have a “‘low’’ compesition. ey are, of
vail trade and may be due to differences in the way course, high or low relatively to what is called the
{ doinze business, or simnly to the ignorance of the average composition of capital. A
public and the dishonesty of the dealer. Never- Let us now take some examples. In discussing
. or sutficiently obvious reasons the state- the law of @he average rate of profit in last issue S |
te defensible and may be taken as gen- asnmed that the average composition of eapital was
in the proportion of 80 per cent constant to 20 per
it is well known that the ex- ecent. variable and that the rate of exploitation and, .
nes of produetion ill vary for the different pro- therefowe, the rate of surplus value was 100 per
{ ;.z;\ given commodity. This will arise from cent. This wonld work oat at a rate of profit of 20

There are " wages of \Hl*“l'!lﬂ"lllio'nn'(".
vhieh are the rewar . i i
the reward for the labor expended by the

|-~|.lnlvn.~.0,‘l‘ n lfxr‘. ti“! tlli" la’l ;X‘-l;['(,cpss'

do not here conecern us.

ut is really interest on capital invested in im

provement to ',?;- “I]g.f,

aent 1S gul
Y {rae

('n the other Land,

Jueers
. numier of causes, among which may be mention- per cent.
od the greater or less command of capital ; the em- The emplcyer of this capital is, say, a manufae-
or otherwise of machinery; the proxim- turer of brass goods. For every hundred dollars
r to sources of raw material: the he expends SO go in raw materials and wear
mev of labor employed and to and tear of machinery, while he pays out 20
the pelative erganizing ability of the employers. 1t dollars in waees. The rate of exploitation being
< «afe to say that no two of the producers of any 100 per cent. means that for every dollar in wages
’ Il put 1t on the market with ex- the \';-orkor receives he produces two dollars in val-
ety the same expenses of production. Neverthes-  ues. Let us suppose that !}le above expenditure of
\ thev can only obtain the same price.  This capital results in a complete process by which 100
‘ ‘ndividual rates of profit will vary. articles, say basiff cocks, are produced. We get,
4 more than others. Those therefore, the following result. W‘e have 100 arti-
who produce ander the least favorable con- f'l"“ having a value oqm?l to 80 (l_ollars constant eap-
”‘,M,\' are colled the *marginal™ producers. These ital. plus 20 dollars variable capital, plus 20 dollars
: the pinch in times of depression surplas value, a total of 120 dollars. The price ¢f
forced out by falling prices. It production and therefore the selling price (at the
factory) of these 100 basin cocks is therefore 120
dollars, of which. 100 dollars represents the actual
oxpenses of production and 20 dollars are profit.
that no producer could or would This eapital being of average cgmposition we may
exs it was worth his whil¢, that  assnme, with certhin reservations, that the price of
rate of production and also the market price equals the

ployment
ity to markets or

ereater or loss efficae

Hiy wi

given comnmoe

means that the

Some will g

the first to feel

“ur
and the first to be ‘
the economists to assert tuat

s euste ma\ among
t of production of a commodity was deter-

margin of production. The reason

nined  at te
given fol this was
in business unl
ws he received the customary
| above his expenses. Marx, how- value.

from this finding and Now let us gut all this in terms of labor-time. To
do this we shall haye jo make a further assumption.
Let us say that one dollar represents the value of

one hour in social labor time. Now then, the rate

sta)
)

18 to Sy, i

srofit over am

'

over. found re

Jiews that, ‘.\?lilv . .
tormined at the point of least favor-

w it is determined by

ison 1o differ
in certain industries the cost of

sroduetion 18 de
in MOost case

o ‘~rmih-'m-!!.. those who produce under average of exploitation being 100 per cent. means that the
i '“.\N % '\‘.n: v ills!:|;|t'v.\' by ‘the llhos:l gavor- value of lahor-power is one half that of its produet.
.-m.\inn-n‘\ i ’HQ‘V.- “‘(':lpi'al_" \'.ol. jii., chap. 10). Wages will therefore be 50 cents an hour. For 20
'hi‘.' i.\‘”i‘l”"ll,i)nl\x;ny\luwr. whether the cost of produe- dollars: the laborer will work 40 hours. ‘

n il ined at the margin or by the averag® We have therefore this result. In the 100 arti-
B soducing under more favorable cles produced there are 80 hours social labor in the
cost, that tlowe DYV raw material, ete., plus 20 hours necessary labor plus

realize a surplus profit. This sur- ,
arises from differences 20 hours surplus labor. A total of 120 hours which,

' nditions of production and, aécording to at one dollar per hour, makes 120 dollars. Each
iy b, CORELE \wn as differential profit or as econ- article: represents therefore 1 1/5 hours (one hour
iy is due to greater fertility of and 12 minutes) social labor time.

o to the relatively favorable loca- Let us now suppose another eapital of higher eom-
it will find its way, sooner or later, position, say, 90 per cent. constant to lQ per cent.
landlord as rent. In ecase it variable capital. The owner of this eapital makes
(Continned on page 7)

)
conditions W il

o have seen,
plus profit, a8 W have

s sourcee, ‘
omic rent. In case 1t
il or ol mines,
tion of the land,

into the pm'kt‘!.\ ol the

to the superior crganizing ability of the en-
ALd i i .
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WESTERN CLARION

Factors in the Materialist Interpretatiop

Being a continuation of the article in last issue con-
cerning the ‘‘Economic Factor,’’ in the form of
an explanatpry letter, written in consideration
of a controversy on the Materialist Interpreta-
tion.

By €. STEPHEYSON '

Dear Comrade,—I have no doubt 1 have drawn out
this letter on the Materialistic Interpretation to a
wearisome length. These contents, and what has al-
ready; gone hefore in the last issue could very con-
ceivably have been stated better and more concisely.
Partly, however, the length of my argument must be
aceredited to my desire to open out a subjeet which,
while it has its dificulties for understanding, is yet
important in respect that it has a bearing on the
future of our preearious civilization, for, in the
words of Professor Dewey, that future ‘‘depends
upon the widening spread and deepening hold of the
scientific habit of mind.”” Your argument centred
around questiens upon which discussion has pivoted
down the ages since human beings began to specu-
late about the career of man, and as answer to which,
as convietion was reached, one way or the other, the
philosophers have built their systems of philosophy.
The questions concern the standards that men are to
employ in' forming their beliefs. Though already
stated in the first part of this letter T will here re-
state those questions in fresh terms: Have we to

, resort, for guidancé in human affairs, to a super-

human authority, to the so-called absolute and
eternal truths of Idealism, which, it is éaimed, tran-
scend human experienee and knowledge based upon
analysis and reason! Or, on the other hand, must
we organize human experience and depend on human
reason and intelligence for authority and guidance?

The terms of those questions state the mental pre-
possessions which are the respective premises of the
opposing schools in philosophy : Idealism and Mater-
ialism. Viewed with the Idealist prepossessions,
history is seen as a record of good and evil deeds, a
struggle between the upper and nether worlds of
spirit and materiality ; the idea is the gtarting point,
the driving foree of history, and great men the crea-
tors and initiators of social movements; progress is
the progressive realization of the eternal and absol-
ute truths. On the other hand, from the Materialist
viewpoint, which is the seientifie habit of mind, his-
tory is seen as a process of natural history. The
process is a question of the inter-action of environ-
mental forces, natural and soeial, and man as or-
ganism, individually and eollectively, The envir-
onment, however, is the primary faet. To the ma-
terialist, the history of society is a process evolving
in the cumulative sequence of paterial canse and
_effect. "So, social movements and ideals are not
born in the minds of great men, but arise out of ma-
terial eonditions of existence which impress them-
selves on the minds of men.

Your opponent contends that ‘‘any material fae-
tor is an economie factor.”” Ratheg he should say,
that any material factor is ag eqonomic factor when
it functions to an economic end. Words and terms
wonld cease-to he of value as signs for things we are
eompelled to take note of in the business of life, un-
less we use them in some precise correspondence to
those things. Turning to the dietionary we find the
term ‘“economy’’ is derived from the Ancient Greek
-={oikos: a house; nomos, a law), or, the law of a
household—the rnles and regulations by whieh the
management of a household is maintained, i.e., dom-
‘estic economy. Later, the use of the term has been
extended to cover all kinds of functional processes
and structures. Thus we speak of the economy of
the human body, of agricultural and industrial
economy, the economy of a machine, and of a com-
munity, tribal, civie or national, also of the capital-

.ist systed of production as the world’s economy of

i

of History

production. Things have economic funetions and
hecome economic factors. We make reference to
economic forces and economic conditions. The com.
plex economy of modern social life, notably its pro-
duetive and political processes, makes essential for
our understanding of it that organized enquiry and
knowledge which we know as science. So we have
the science of Political Economy which treats of the
production and distribution of wealth and its laws.
(Note: Distribution in fNis connection does not mean
the transferring of wealth from store houses to con-
sumer. Distribution here means the sharing amoug
a community of the wealth produced. The seience
enquires into the laws which determine the respec-
tive shgres of the members and classes of the com-
munity),

It will be granted that any factor that is used or
taken advantage of, or plays an active part in the
produetion of wealth, and in that regpeet is instry-
mental in serving the needs and furthering the life
process of individuals or of comunities, is an econ-
omie factor. In that respect it is a question of econ-
omie function. So, sunlight, air, water, climate, RE -
graphical and physi-al features of a mu'nlr,\'. natural
resources in minerals, timber, fertility of the soil,
ete, the state of the industrial arts (technology ).
the material equip'nent of prodnction and the appar-
atus of trade and commerce, are all economic factors,

There is, however, another aspeet to these factors
other than an economic. They have a culturs!
aspeet, in so far as they mould the psychology of a
people, in so far, that is, as they mould a people’s
temperament and habits of thought. In a near sim-
ilar way,’a book may be an article of merchandise

and at the u;ne time he an agent of eulture for the *

mind. The torrid climate of the equatorial regions,
and the temperate climate ¢f the northern, enforce
different experiences and habits of life and thought
upon their respective inhabitants. So do diverse
geographical and physical features. Mountainous
regions and the plains, inland regions and the sea-
board. each stamp their particular impression on the
plastic psychology of man. In a rough approximate
way, the cultural progress of a people corresponds
to the state of its industrial arts. Here .gtin..l eer-
tain bent of the mind and the nature of its ideas are
given by the prevailing method of procuring a liveli-
hood, as likewise hy the institutional eharacter of
the social organization, to each factor its effect in
the measure of its influence on the social life. The
cultural effect of such factors is found to character.
ise the religion, philosophy, art, poetry, literature,
folk-songs and stories of any people, though there
may be incorporated muéh of foreign element. So
typieally, in suceession of time, God is a great hunter
to the primitive tribesmen, to the Children of Israel
in the pastoral stage, he is a familiar patsiarchal
father; later, he is the law giver during the reorgan.
ization after the escape from Egyptian bondgge, and
the terrible God of War during the conquest of the
promised land. And afterwards, when & stiff necked

“generation grew prosperous and perverse and, for-

getting the ““Lord thy God'’ did worship strange
gods—and pay toll to strange priests-~he became a
jealons God, an utterer of blistering curses and =«
vengefnl chastiser and dispenser into captivity of
“my people, Tsrael:”” To the barbarian tribes.of
‘Northern Europe he was also a God of War, In feu-
dal Europe of the midle ages he was ““Overlord,”’
‘Almighty Suzerain,’’ “Emperor of Heaven,”’ as
whim deereed. In the protestant Northern Europe
of the beginnings of the great indmtr)", he is an all-
round handy artizen,the ‘‘Creator,”’ the *‘ Great Arti.
ficer.”” Rince then, an eeconomist in England has
told the world that ‘‘Jesus Christ, he is free trade,
free trade it is Jesus Christ!”’ ‘Since then, he was
seen in steel helmet, jack boots and spurs, at the call
of a thonsand pulpits, alternately acting as aide-de-
camp to Jacky Fisher and Emperor Bill. Since

L
s

—

then, he is rumoured to have handed OVer the Jine
- L

in disgust to old Nick—full name, Nick Lenin
idence, Moscow, on business day and mght “M'mra
some, assassinated 3 times, escaped from Russia wiy
a billion Ameriean dollars’ worth of pape
M0 times (see New York **Times,"

reg.

I roubles

also \.1‘.15"4»‘\._»
papers on allee samee stunt eirenit However the

rumor may be only the state of ming of the o
geoisie, as in similar ease, a8 when they 1el] us, g‘g;‘,,
bag timey are only a state of mind.

The twofold aspeet of those material fac

o

VS

the habit forming environment of man, the etiltural
and the strictly economic aspeet, has been \”;n.,g.;
ed by hasty and superficial erities of the Marxiag
theory. They see no more in Marx s formulation
his theory than a mere description of the historicsl
process-as solely the outeome of class interest. They
do not sce that a mode of production in social 1yt
alsn determines the relation of rulers and ruled. and

"that, to quote part of one of my quotations of Marg

in last issue, ‘' 19 is always the direet relation of the
owners of the conditions of production to the .
prosducers which reveal the innermost seeret the
hidden foundation of the entire social coustruction,
and with it the political f8rm of the relations e
tween sovercignity and dependence, in short, of the
‘corresponding form of the State.”’ A definite forn
of social organization to which must conform their
habits of life is determined by the method of the o1
ploitation of preduetive labor.

In a very sketehy way 1 have indicated the part
played by the conditions of man's environment i
the formation of thought, hut there is still the fact
of social change and progress to aceount for, Xat
ural environment, elimate, physical geography, ar
comparatively static factors and do not change ap
preciably during ages, have not, at leas!, during the
historical period, and eonsequently can not be held
acountable for social change. The determining
factors of change must be changeable themselves [n
the first part of this letter (in the last issue of the
“‘Glarion'") 1 pointed out that economic develop
ment, inventions, improvements, new discoveries 18
the ways and means of procuring a livelihood la¥
at the basis of social development. [ here quote a8
applieation of the Materialist Interpretation to the
fact of social change by one who is not a Marxian i
polities, Prof. Jobn Dewey, bne of the foremost I
eral publicists on this continent. In one of a sn®s
of lectures at the Imperial University of Japan.
Tokyo, speaking foncerning the factors that ”‘”“"
enced the dirsetion of that industrial, political an:
religions change upon which Enrope was enteriof
in the sixtesnth and seventeenth centuries, base
upon the increasing prnduvh\'il_v which snp \‘1
the period of comparative stdgnation of the middle
ages, he has this to say, in part: y

“I"pon the Industrial side, it Is impossible to v!ﬂ*""‘"
the Influence of travel, exploration and new ""“”“‘:”
which fostered & romantic sense of adventure into novelty
loosened the hold of traditional beliefs; created a 1'¢?
sense of new worlds to bo Investigated and subdued: P
duced new methods of manufacture, commerce. hankisé
and finance; and then reacted everywhere to stimi
vention and active experimentatibn into sclence e
Crusades, the revival of the profane learning of antid™

need

and even more parhaps, the contact with the .ph.’l.lr ’
o mene

learning of the Mohammedans, the increase of comm 3
(C

with Asia apd Africa, the introduction of the Iens®

late in

The

North
pass and gunpowder, the finding and opening up bt :".
and South America—most significantly called The P

18 »
World—these are some of the obvious external facts

ated is ak
trast between peoples and races previously solated 1#

ways, I think, most fruitful and influential for change “h”.‘.
psychological and {ndustrial changes coincide with "".'l r:1
Inforce each other. Sometimes people undergo "m(",w:,',.
change, what might be called a metaphysical p!mrvlnw"
through intercourse. The Inner set of the mind, “‘“‘I re
fally in religious matters, 1s altered, At other um‘.-,. the §
is a lively exchange of goods, an adoption of foreign ‘Ol(:lr.
and devices, an imitation of alien habits of clothing b g
ation and productién of commodities. One of these (A7

(Continued on page 7)
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WESTERN CLARION

PAGE SEVEN

/The “Skilled” Workers

i only the luland seas that are a field for
exploitation under the present

T s 0l
[

extra-spt ‘1l

peeuliar!y favorahle conditions, nor is it omlys
Y [ 2

-;m.,iiml Iabor that s losing what

o

raman rights or privileges had been gra lually

« from soulless eorporations or individual pro-

WTt
it seekers the shipping on and from the Coast.
and the various mechanical trades direetly or indi-

reetly dependient on the whole marine industry, re
‘"‘." .,,;‘ mng struggles and apparent acceptance of
torms and systems swhich are in glaring contrast to
happy days of the ‘‘aristocracy of labor™

those 1A
L i %

when the machinist, for t-:umpla-, was the mmdispen.

able fsctor, and indeed it was a punishable erim.
got 10
(f cours

of the opportunity then offered to challenge the

he working, at {comparatively) good wages!
the average worker had' no conception
whole of wage-worry and (and the
v assconseious”’ slaves were few indeed!) but gor
win barzains, small and sordid, were made, and
s e0on essions’’ gl’ll“m‘.-"‘l" of which are rap
Ay de-materializing in the stress of ““peace’ “time

when a mechanie, after mueh pat

svsatem war

'_“n' instance
wnce and innumerable rebufis, is allowed to “'start”’
there are no “‘steady '’ jobs today!

be is not quite sure what is the “‘standard rate” ol

on & short :0‘-

bis pay per hour, in the absence or confusion of
anion sontrol or influence,~all he ean know for rer

the old 85¢ has dropped 10 at feast
No more “‘double time ™’

tain 18 that
or s 1t 15¢ or more! for
srertime. not-even time and a half for night shifts in
wme canes. no more *‘dirty-money,’’ and no very
srong resentioent, as yet, to the return to the hid

cous old practice of only paying men for fractions of
days.

But this is nothing,~~merely the fortune of war.
or 3 return to the *‘status quo.”’ The really senous
mnovations are the passing of established customs
md relations which were aforetime considered cle
wentary and indispensible.

The “owner' "of a small "!.“[ or the boss of a de-
partment, no longer seems to contribute any or mueh
material assistance to the job to be performed. be-
vond the fssuing of bald instruetions: nobody “an-
swers back,” and questions aren’t encouraged. 4

If a machine has to be operated, jt may be in pass:
ahle running order or it may not.— it ecertainly
wouldn't pass a Factory Inspector’s test for safety
~and if it has anything like a full equipment of
handles and wrenches and tools and other parts, the
operator considers it remarkably “lucky '’ :—other
wise, be proceeds to supply these missing oddments
from his own tool box, finding it quite useless to
look around for them or to go to the store, as used

10 be the ndep
the understood practice, and if working on
tench YO o b "4 :
h or floor, or “outside,”” he is in far worse
phight. '

Ihe claborate toolbox, with its expensive kit of
tonlk LT O A ok

HE, mieroweters, ete., which so many of the young-
“r #aen !

machinists, for example, have become accustomed
10« 'Y i ‘
0 carry around, and to which they have more or less
cheerfully added w ! i .

iully added wrenches and jizs and chisels and

thus aectually reduciag their own wages by
1t i 1 d
supplying plant for the employer,—all this is in-

1)
iHes

adequate on some class of jobhs; heavier hammers
are required, shifting- spanners and pipe-wrenches,
«te, and it will soon be quite impossible for a man

to carry on to the job the tools he requires even for

a few days’ work.

And still the slaves hang around the factory gates
and fall over each other in the emulation of gettinz
there first or providing the most tools; still the pace
gets hotter, and the dirtier the work the less chaneo
i there of cleaning-up for meals or the homeward
sournev: the self-respect of the wage-slaves at this
game can be gauged by his laughter at the horror of
a normal passenger in the street car seated next to
some of the “‘black squad,”’—he leaves it to the
camp-worker or the “vellow peril” to kick against
“eonditions’ or to howl for sanitary specialities.
Meanwhile many highly-skilled ‘‘mechanies™ are
toting their tools aronnd and, if permitted, will hang
ahout the premises unpaid until told to “punch’” a
clock and start in at 50¢ per hour, work till finished,
and depart ‘‘unwashed.”

The present stage of subservience of the skilled

ohviates, too, the employment of a vast army of help-
ers with whom many mechanies were accompanied.
Today the apprentice takes their place, and the
heavy lifting and hauling and the fetching of tools
and material, has to be got over somehow, without
loss of time. —-all in the day’s work.
Qomewhat of all this may be good training for that
far-off good time. still coming, when the workers
<hall own the jobs and all the tools; we are reminded
of the slozan raised by the enoineering employers 25
vears ago. during the S-hour strike in the old coun-
.tn’: “The machine is master.’ Obviously owner-
..-h-ip of the necessary machinery implies possession of
its 3‘?‘0-]1!‘”",

Pessimism is easy, and perhaps not unnatural, but
bright our ultimate hopes, however strong
aith. we have to bravely endure the un-
1 teach onrselves to think. Only
nt eanses ean we prepare for

however
aur hasie f
demiable present, and
hy understanding prese
ﬁnnr:- development, and only by working-class own-
be permanently re
A.C.J.

ership can the -present evil

moved.

FACTORS IN THE MATERIALIST INTERPRE.
TATION OF HISTORY

(Continued from page 6
.N h_‘,:, 10 speak, too internal and the other too external
“n\.‘!'nr.nt about a profound intellectual development But
hen the creation of a pew mental attitude falls together
¥ith extensive material and economic changes, some(hing
bEnificant happens . . . ~..

-
e , :
he influence of those factors, by weakening

and

4&('\ i g
troving the old Prepossessions, prepared b

sy -hn]n'».'ll'lll ""it“(h‘ for the new ’Hlll\‘ of view ol

Lleneo . - -
hiee and philosophy, but it required, he points out,

Positive changes in the habits and purposes of life to
!‘r'f-)‘.\']"‘:"'ll and dewelop the new meéthod of knowing.
irticleg (:;”T“‘ wealth, the gold from the Americas .\f\:l ll\~ \!\‘
from pre- "““'llmplkm and enjoyment tended to wean n l_ :
bccupation with the metaphysical and theologicd
& and :;]; material resources and new markets in l\:l‘:::
hold anq dia undermined the old dependence “fm_“ ;n .‘..,‘
*rated ¢ ‘mﬂnuu production for a limited market, an ; “.r
Steam ’ln':n'l(uuv.,_ large scale production by means
fapid (mnmo"’“ and expanding markets »
. and production for exchange axainst mone)

an
U 8 for Profit, instead of against goods and for consump
on follow ed S

Capitalism,

"0, typical of the matter of fact habit of mind ol
It W : : . an »
m : new mechanistic age which moves to rejec! the
“ '&1 R N L) -
aphysieal system of ‘‘rights’ that 18 the ideo

wical foundation of present society organized on a
L IAR R ‘

he further says

factory, railway, steamship, tele-
all of the appliances and equipment of production,
ynd transportation. express scientific knowledge. They
, ontinue unimpaired even if the ordinary Pecuniary
¢ 9) accompaniments of economic activ-
altered. In short,gthrough the inter-
RBacon's wmvhwoﬁ that knowledge
nuous empire over natural

property hasis

The modern

mine,

graph

would «
(i.e., Profit, el
ity were radically
mediary of invention,
ream of conti

ny means of natural science have been actualized.
(“Reconstruction in Philosophy."—Henry Holt,

js power and his d

forees

{ history from the standpoint of the econ-

A view o g
qstifinhle and necessary if we are

1--']'f|‘|‘1l.\ f

omic 18 ' ;|
e fll effects of factors which are domin-
to grasp th H 3
oty.  Nevertheless, as when we discuss the
ant i SN CLY ;
we do not forget that when

CAUSEeS of war,
woes forth that the call goes to peo-
national |n53"-||(1ll)gi(*s alread)

v'-'(‘)lt\'":-
eall to war
|’.”‘?’|‘l‘|'|l"

the

ples with s
' and natural influences. It ap-

pg to the call of herd leaders to the herd.
jpoint 18 itself 2 materialistic coneeption,

{here are other material t'm-tors.. 'Ijhe.sc come
within the proad sweep of the Mntonahstu" ln'tmn
l‘..,..,m“..,. proper, which includes the economic. The

fficiency of any f
will, in the long run, depend

fixed by historieal

m-.nim;lf
Qneh o stand

pbut

relative

\ 1 r n. N '~,|\-
in inflnencing histor)

on their respective powers to enforce habits of life
('ur!'(-spoil(]ill'.: habits of thought.
speet the economie is the most influential.
says ‘‘The mode of production in materail life de-

actor or group of factors

-

whose unremitting diseipline on the mind results in
In that re-
As Marx

termines the general character of the social, political
and spiritual processes of life. It is not the con-
scionsness of men that determines their existence,
but, c:n the contrary, their social existence deter-
mines "their consciousnes.”’ (Extract from preface
to the ““Critique of Political Economy.”
— 20 :-

CONCERNING VALUE

(Continued from page 5)
clothes-pegs.  For every 100, dollars invested he
expends 90 dollars in raw materials, wear and tear,
ete., and pays out 10 dollars in wages. This ex-
penditure, let us say, results in_the production of
100 gross of pegs. Now, this manufacturer, who
has invested 100 dollars in this business, will ex-
pect and will get, on the average, the average rate
of profit on his investment. That is to say, 20 per’
cent. profit. The price of production, and henee,
the selling priee of pegs at the factory, will be 120
dollars for 100 gross, that is, one dollar and 20 cents
per gross.

Let us look at this in terms Qf labor-time. For
every 100 gross of clothes-pegs there are 90 hours
represented by raw material, ete., plus 10 hours nee-
esary labor, plus 10 hours surplus labor,” making a
total of 110 hours social labor-time which at one
dollar per hour will be 110 dollars. The value of
100 gross of pegs is therefore 110 dollars. The price
of production and consequently the selling prive
exceeds the value by 10 dollars. The ‘‘necessary’’
labor-time, of course, is that necessary for the re-
placement of wages. § o

We shall now consider a eapital of low compos-
ition. This capitalist is a cap-maker and employs
a capitzl having the proportion of 70 constant to
30 variable. For every 100 dollars invested he ex-
pends 70 dollars in materials, wear and tear of ma-
chinery, ete., and pays out 30 dollars in wages. This
axpenditure resultstin the production of 100 eaps.
Now this manufacturer ean only expect and will
‘mot get any more than the ordinary rate of profit
on his capital, that is, 20 per cent. The price of
production and. consequently, the selling price at
the factory of 100 caps will therefore be 120 dollars,
or $1.20 each. '

In terms of laber-time, however, we have this re-
sult. For every 100 caps-there are expended: 70
hours represented by raw materials, ete., plus 30
hours necessary labor, plus 30 hours surplus labor,
making a total of 130 hours soeial labor-time, which
at one dollar per hour, is 130 dollars. The value of

100 caps will therefore be 130 dollars which exceeds
the price of production by 10 dollars. i

The ahove fizures, of course, are quite arbitrary. L
They serve, however, to illustrate what happens in :
actual practice, namely, that it is practically impos-
sible that commodities could he exchanged at their
values under competitive capitalism. In spite of
this. as we shall see later, there is no contradiction
of the law of value. It is also important to note
{hat, while a general rise or fall in wages does not
affeet the value of commodities it will immediately
affect their price of production and bring about a
vise or fall in prices. This is one reasen for the
present agitation for a reduction of wages with a
view to a relluction in prices. /

This cught to be enough for once.
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Analyzed and contrasted from the Marxian
and Darwinian points of view. By William
Montgomery Brown, D.D- The writer, a Bisliop
of the Episcopal Church, smites supernatural-
1sm in religion and capitalism in politics.
Comments: “One of the most extraordinary
and annihilating books I have ever.read. It
will shake the country.”” “I call it a sermon.
The text is astounding :—Banish the gods from
the sky and capitalism from the earth.” “It
came like a meteor “across a dark sky and it
held me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincar-
nation of Thomas Paine and his book ig-the
modern Age of Reason.” “It will do a won-
derful work in this the greatest crisis in all his-
tarys” “A remarkable book by a remarkable
- man of intense interest to all.” . :
Published in October, 1920. Fiftieth thou-
sand now ready, 233 pages, 25 cents or six cop-
ies $1; postpaid (Canada 5 copies for $1).
Send M. O. (United States rate).
The Bradford-Brown Educational Co., Ine.,
Publishers. 102 South Union Street, Galion,
Ohio or from °
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CIVIL WAR IN WESY VIRGINIA.—A stury of The Indus-
trial Conflict in the Coal Mines. Winthron D. Lane.
With an introduction by John R. Commcas. B, V.
Huebsch, Inc., New Yorky Fifty Cents. 128 pp.

AT a time when capitalist newspapers carry
headlines eonveying information to the effect that
armed miners.are again on the march in \};m Vir
ginia, the reading of such a work g thif is more
than ordinarily Ynteresting. B E,

The publishers should” be complimented upon
the produetion of brochures at democratic prifes,
espeeially in times of high printing cost, as prevail
at present,

The hook consists of nineteen chapters first run
in the columns of the **New York Evening Post’’
from February Tth to Mareh 3rd of this year, to-
gether with a preface by Prof. Jno. R. Commons of
Columbia, and an introdpetion by the author
in which we are fold that ‘“‘the conflict over
uninnism in West Virginia is neither temporary nor
«poradic. It js a deep seated and continuous strifg-
gle.”” Here vlso a mild mannered castigation of
wodern newspapers as purveyors of real news is to
be found, 3

The journalistic strain runs through the entire
work, albeit of a high quality; it is readable, eap-
able of easy comprehension and direet,

The story of outlawry in high places is told
with an impartiality that is tn be commended. A
prolétarian stodent might easily supply the answers
which our author lcaves suspended in mid-air. That
this is not done might enhance the value of the work
to the enquiring worker, for despite the benevolent
neutrality assumed, the indietment produced by the
mere presentation of the evidence, earefully, doen-
mented, is damning enough in all conscience., When
any doubt as to the authenticity of documents exists
Mr. Lane says so unreservedly. ‘

The utopian reformers and purveyors of pallia-
tives, who imagine soeial ills ean be eured by a
mere legal enactment should here find food Tor
thaught. The law is shown to be openly violated by
many of the ccal operators; and deputy sheriffs,
paid by the state, earry on the owners' business,
such as guarding the pay-roll] ete., and in other
ways hecome contributors to the laws’ breach.

-Life in a coal camp is graphically depicted aml
the alithor's reasoning is sufficient!y acnte to enable
him to see that the operators are in a position of
power, and that power comes chiefly from ownir.
ship. f

Houses, stores, churches, school *and in some
eases even roads are owned by the companies,

But this is insignificant compared to the actual
operations of the masters. Injunctions are .granted
by courts, appeuls seem to he easily won when, as
in very exceptiopal ecases, the law appears as in
favor of the miners; evictions of tenants are secured
when trouble arises and an espionage and armed
guard system abounds. Yet Mr. Lane could klva
(and possibly has) found similar conditions obtain-
ing in many other parts of the Land of the Free,

Despite its y#inted demderacy, its almost 120%
Americanism sickeningly. and conktantly boosted :
its abhorence of ‘atrocities in unspeakable Turkey,
bleeding Belgium, and tyrannical Russia (both Tsar-
ist and Bolshevik), Ameriea will ever be remem-
bered in history as the.¢lassic land of the *‘frame

up,”’ “‘gun-men,” “thug’’ and real informer in the

labor moyement,
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An interesting aecount of the inecident of whiel

the shooting of Sid Hatfield was the sequel appes™
,OR page 48§

We ean recommend this work to any desiring
detailed story of-the West Virginia trouble.  The
character of capital defending its right to existesc
and the funetion of the state inf its brutal nakedness
will easily be seen.

One might be led to enquite as to why the officials
of an organization like the 1M, W. A., faced with
the ecapitalist coal beast of West Virginia, could
have allied themselves with the government and th
‘operators in Western Canada, _

The mass of the workers, apparently gubmerged
in a prodigions unawareness of their social ~mm~’..
have a long way to go ere they realize the nature of
the eapitalist beast, This book might help in thi

direction,
W. AP
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