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En Hopest Look at Ourselves.
BY REV, THEODORE L. CUVLER, D. D,

T the beginning of each year, merchants
are accustomed to take an account of
their stock of goods on hand; and all
prudent men of business make an ex-

imination of their affairs, asking, **Am I a richer

br a poorer man ?'" If it is wise for the trades.
han to face his own financial condition, how
huch more is it the duty of every one of us to
lake an honest searching inlook of our own
hearts, and the condition of our immortal souls ?

‘Examine yourselves,’ is the plaiu, yet kind

bommandment in God's Word,

One might suppose that the person we live

hith every day, and who inhabits our own body,

kould be thoroughly known to us. Yet how
itably ignorant we often prove to be, and how
hany chambers in our own heart-house are sel-
bm explored at a'l!’  Happy is the man who
bts the Columbus to his own soul ! Our great-
bt spiritua! danger lies in the direction of unsus-
ected or undeveloped qualities,  No one knows
hat is in him until he is tried. "I'his truth cuts
oth ways; it applies to the good qualities as
¢ll as 10 latent weaknesses or vices. For ex-

Jmple, Abraham could not have known how

hach faith he la' in God until he flashed the

are blade over th. bosom of his beloved son,
aniel may not have fairly measured his own
burage until the threat of the den of lions stared

im in the face. One of the purposes of God's

Jealings and discipline of his people is uot only

b put his grace into them, but to bring his grace

Jut of them.

On the other hand, David had seen the cover
fled off of a very horrible pit in his own char-
ter when he wrote, with a pen dipped in tears,
itenggal Fifty-firt Psalm.  Judas may
ve pa or an average speciiven of honesty
Il the bag was intrusted to him, and the chief
riests held up the shekels lefore his greedy
yes. Peter boasted of his own constancy until
is Master let him know what a {law there was
his iron; just there the iron snapped. It is
he undetected flaw that lets the axle break when

¢ locomotive is spinning over the track at forty l

iles an hour—with frightful wreck of cars and

ssengers!  Christians are never in greater
piritual peril than when dashing along at a high |

«d of prosperity amid the envy of many be-

holders. At such time look out for the axle!

Becret traits of character often lie dormant and

hususpected in the hidden recesses of the heart.

‘Search me, oh, God, and know my heart; try

ie, and know my thoughts; and see if there be

ny way of wickedness in me, and lead me in the
ay everlasting.””  We cannot utter this prayer

0o often or too fervently.

Sometimes we hear of the commercial failure
bi men who have stood high in the business com-
punity. They were not rogues or swindlers.
ut they were lamentably ignorant of the true
tate of their own affairs, They either over-
bstimated their own assets, or were afraid to
probe their own losses to the bottom.  Surely we
bught o ‘“‘take heed to ourselves'’ and to know
ust how we stand toward God. Not only our
beace of mind, but our character and our eternal
velfare are at stake. We ought to search our-
belves honestly—dig down under professions of
feligion and transient emotions to the very roots
bf things.

We might well prove ourselves with such ques-
jons as these: Do I hate sin—even the sins I
sed to love, and do I fight against them, and

y to be delivered from them? Do I submit
y will to Christ, and let him rule me and guide
e? Do I give to my Master the key to my
rse, my time and my influence? Do I feel a
lid satisfaction in doing right, and a great joy
n laboring for the welfare of my fellow men?
m I striving honestly to live every day as 1
ay? If we can find in our daily experience
nd conduct a satisfactory answer to such ques-
ns, we may believe that we are sincere follow-

| owner of them.

ers of Christ.

While careful and prayerful self-examination is
a vital duty, yet it is sometimes so conducted as
to be hurtful. Some good people overdo it.
They become too self-conscious, and think too
much about themselves. They are perpetually
feeling their own pulses, and worrying about
their spiritual health until they grow morbid and
wretched.  Bunyan describes such unhappy
Christians in his **Mr. Fearing,” who lay out in
the cold all night because he was afraid to knock
at the wicket gate, and went all the way to the
Celestial City with his head bowed down like a
bulrush, Weak nerves and dyspepsia often add
to the sufferings of despondent Christians,

The way to be healthy and happy is to take
both the Ji-look avd the (p-look. We should
look intz ourselvzs to discover our own weake
nesses and wants.  We should look #p to the
Source of all strength and peace and joy. Ves,
and we may well take a frequent Out-look also to
see how our work progresses, and what our fel-
low-Christians are doing, and how our fellow-
creatures are suffering and what we can do to
help and to save them.  While we ““look to our-
selves'” let us also be looking after others,
Above all let us be looking unto Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith. the model for our
lives and the guide into all truth. Beholding
Him, we may be changed into the same image

| from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

rd.

Unpwor hy Expedients.

CAUSE is judged by the means that
are used to advance its interests, It
should not always be so, but for the
most part it isso. Even the Church

oi Jesus Christ canuot dissociate rtself from this
fact, and too often it has suffered because of the
unworthy expedients hy which it has been sought
to secure its advancement. Just recently we

have had our attention called to two or three |

illustrations of this. It has been reported recent-
ly that in the West a certain Evangelist had
wagered publicly that if one of his agents were
sent lo any given church, in ten days there
should be fifteen conversions or he would forfeit
to the church $1000. In another church, this

time it is the East that is guilty, it is reported |

there was recently what was termed a ‘'‘Foot
Auction.”” A number cf young ladies, it was
said, arranged themselves behind a curtain with
simply their unclad feet showing beneath; then
a company of young men were supposed to parade
before the curtain and, selecting the extremities
that seemed wost inviting, would bid for the fair
The one assigned to him for

| whom he might be the highest bidder was under

| incur during the entertainment,

| his escort for the evening accompanied by the

obligatiou to defray all the expenses she might
Still one other
has come to our notice, A certain small church,
it is reported, fell into difficulties, as churches
are sometimes wont todo. Money must be raised
in urder to save the property.  Certain young
ladies, it is said, arrayed themselves in minstrel
garb with burnt cork and all, and proposed to
give an exhibition of such minstrelsy as usually
associates itself therewith.

Comment on these things, it seems to us, is
almost needless. To state them, and they kave
not been exaggerated, is to formulate their con-
demnation. If a church cannot be sustained
without foot auctions or minstrel exhibitions,
then our thought is it had better not be sustained
at all. The Church of Jesus Christ is engaged
in a life-and-death struggle with sin and worldli-
ness and the devil. It has the power in this
struggle to conquer if it will. The Holy Spirit
is promised to it and the ever-abiding presence of
Jesus Christ and the power of his word. If it
cannot succeed with these, it certainly cannot
succeed by the unworthy expedieuts we have in-
dicated, and others akin.

Let us keep up the |

|
standard of the cause we represent  Let us walk
worthy of our vocation in the means employed as
in the life manifested, Let us in no wise sube
stitute tin whistles or trombones, or anything
savoring of these things, for the direct and posi-
! tive and manly and heartfelt presentation of the
i claims of Jesus Christ. This s that to which we

are summoned, and the opposite of that in con-
nection with the cause of our Lord may take its
place under the definition of unworthy expedient,
Nothing that would lead the indifferent or the
worldly to emit a derisive laugh or formulate a
heartless sneer should ever be resorted to in con-
nection with the Church of Jesus Christ.

Burial on Sunday.

UNDAY funerals mean Sunday labor,
which is a sufficient reason for their
discontinuance, There are some reas
sons that make Sunday an appropriate

and consistent day for laying away our dead.
| There is quictness which is soothing to the be-
| reaved; there is a revercnce in the silence which
rests on city and country which comports with
the solemn act of burial. It affords an oppor-
tunity to many to express their sym; athetic kin-
ship with the sorrowing who on week-days are
tied down to business, and sometimes the preach«
er's voice reaches those who never enter a house
of praycr. 1f there were nothing to the con-
trary we would be in favor of burial on Sunlay,
But there is much to the contrary. There is
wuch labor involved.  Grave diggers, cemetery
officials, carriage drivers, stable men, undertak-
ers and their employees, all are robbed of their
day of rest.  With many of our rity undertakers
| Sunday is the busiest day. Why then should
not these he considered in preference to the con-
venience of relatives and friends? Ia certain
cases it is almost a necessity to bury on Sunday,
but these are exceptional. In most cases it is
simply a want of coasideration of others, or
worse, a vain and selfish desire to have present
as many people as possible, and especially mem-
bers of lodges, which decides the choice of the
day. Sunday funerals often interrupt attendance
on public worship and Sunday-school.  They
exact the time and sympathy of pastors who
need to consume both for the special work of the
church. It is nct easy or gracious to refuse a
! service of this kind; the refusal will be misunder-
stood and alienate the family, but when a pastor
conducts a funeral service in addition to his other
duties, it is a strain on beth body aud soul.
| Still, this is the least evil connected with Sunday
| funerals. The greatest objection is that they in-
volve the labor of so many who have no assured
' day of rest.

The question of the minister going to the grave
is sometimes a difficult one. In some sections of
the country it is not customary, in others it is
expected that he shall conduct a brief service
there. In most cases pastors are able to do this;
though when the congregation is large and the
days of the pastor very crowded, it becomes a
| severe tax on his time. But we should remember
that there is something in the heart of most of us
which shrinks from the committal of our dead to
the earth without a word of Scripture or prayer,
It is a supreme moment when the pastor’s pres-
ence and service are a genuine comfort to the be-
reaved, aud if he is wise and watchful he will use
| the opportunity in commending himself to their

hearts that he may further impart spiritual good
' unto them.— Zke Baptist Commonwealth.

Because the Roman Catholics in Ireland are
most of the time making a fuss of some kind,
many people may surpose that they are the great
majority of the population of that island. Itisa
mistaken impression. A writer in the /uterior
tells that the Epifcopal church of Ireland minis-
ters to a population 60,000 adherents, and thc
Presbyterian Church has 445,000 supporters in
the same country.

!
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Paul Crandal's Charge.

BY HOPE DARING.

CHAPTER VI

BECOMING ACQUAINTED.

Soon after breakfast the next morning Paul
started to_investigate the condition of the par-
sonage. He found the house small, but conven-
ient and in good condition.  There was a kitchen,
dining-room, parlor, and one sleeping room be-.
low and three rooms above. He had nearly
completed his round of observation when a step
sounded on the little front porch,

Paul opened the door. he vew-comer was a
tall, heavy man with a face furrowed by time,
He held out one hand.

“*You are Mr. Crandal, the nwew minister, I be-
lieve,”' he said. **My name is Amos Shedd, and
I have a strange story 1o tell you, if you bhave
time to listen to it.”

1 have both time and inclination,’* Paul said,

smiling cordially, *‘but 1 am sorry I cannot offer |

my first visitor a better seat than this empty box.
Sit down and tell me the story.”

Without further introduction Amos Shedd
briefly told the story of his life and of the won.
drous change God had so recemtly wrought in
him.

“I don't know how to begin to work for
Him," he said, with the simplicity of a child.
**Can you help me, Mr. Crandal 2"’

I can let you help me,"" Paul cried, again ex-
tending his hand. “‘Oh, Mr. Shedd, God sent
you to me this morning!"”
© “El, what's that you say? Why, Shedd, you
hiere 2"’

It was Deacon Hardy who had entered unper.
ceived.  Paul turned, his face aglow with enthu-
siasm, and told the deacon the story of Amos
Shedd's conversion.

\When the tale was finished, the listener nodded

at Mr. Shedd.  “'I always thought, Amos, yon'd
see different some day.  Pity you've wasted your
life, though.”

The old man lifted one hand as if to ward off
a blow. Before Paul could speak, he said brok-
enly:

“I'm sorry, Deacon Hardy. Do you think it
is too late now ?  I'hoped to do some good yet—""

It was the minister’s voice which interrapted
him.  ““Too late, Mr. Shedd! It is never too
late with God—never while a soul longs to do his
will.  Deacon Hardy is glad to give you his hand
and welcome you into the Lord's kingdom.'"

Deacon Hardy did give Amos Shedd his hand;
but he did it in a half-hearted way. Mr. Shedd
promised to come to church on Sunday morning.
Paul walked with him to the gate, and something
in the old man's wistful face led the minister to
say:
?‘I)un‘t wait until Sunday to commence work,
Do you not know of some one youn can help '

Amos Shedd waited a moment before replying.
He looked absently down the village street where
the leaves lay in drifts of bronze, copper and dull
red. In the background lay low hills, whose
tops were veiled in purple mist, )

“Yes,"' he said, suddenly, bringing his deep-set
eyes back to his companion’s face. ‘I know a
widow in poor health, with httle childeen depend-
ent upon her. Tomorrow the mortgage which I
hold upon her home is due. I intended to fore-
close it aud send her homeless out into the street.
May God forgive me! 1 will go to her now and,
tell her she has nothing to fear from me. Yes,

| “Sodo L.”

Amos Shedd has found something which is dear-
er to him than his money,"’

The next few days were busy ones for Paul.
His wother had already shipped the furniture for
the parsonage to Danesville, and a week later
Paul was to go for her,

On Sunday morning the church was well filled,
The face of Paul Crandal shone with a strange
radiance as he looked into the faces of the people
to whom he believed God had sent him.

His text was, **Whatsoever is lorn of God
overcometh the world.” It was not only a
scholarly sermon, but also a brave claim upon
the surety of the promise, and a confident . appeal
* iis hearers, because they were born of God, to
Jem with himin overcoming the world.

Some faces grew thoughtful, others tender,
and a few hard—for Paul did not assume the
world, in this case, to be anght but s, and
against sin in all forms he hfted a denouncing
voice.  He dwelt a listle upon the evils of drunk-
enness and gambling, perhaps because in his
work at Knowlton these had been the forces
which had done the most to make his labor fruit
less,

derive no benefit from it is because they are in i
and not of it. They bring no good o it, hen
they get no good from it. They may complaiy
all they please. but it will not alter the case, |
they join a church to be ministered unto but 1
to minister, they will be dissatisfied n a ver
short time.  Church members as a rule are very
good judges of humau nature and quickly put 4
true estimate upon new members, Be what you
want othiers to be to you and you will soon sc.
that they are what you want them to be. Yo
will find yourself saying, *“T'hese are just the
sort of folks I like.”  But if you wait for they
to be what you want them to before you are any
thing at all to them, you will find yourself say-
ing, “Ido not like such folks, they are cold, un.
social, freezing; 1 am going somewhere else '
No, my friend, you are mistaken. You are look
ing in a glass and sceing just the face that 1s iy
fromt of it, I never visited an insane asylun
that I did not find someone who theught he alone
was sane and all others insane. I have sec)
many a drunken man who insisted that he alon.
was sober. 8o it is with the church growler

When the services were over, many friendly |
faces crowded around him, He sought out
Amos Shedd and managed to tell exongh of his
story to Mrs. West and one or two others to
insure the old man a hearty welcome.

Sunday school followed.  Paul enjoyed the |
hour here.  Ah, the field was widening. Al
these yonng lives to be made better.  Conld he
ask for more ?
| Deacon Hardy did not remain te Sabbath
"'school,  When Paul 1ok his place at the dinner
i table, two unpleasant facts forced themselves
{upon his attention. The first was that Mrs.
Hardy must have remained away from chureh to
prepare the dinner of roast chicken, baked fish,
various vegetables, hot biscuits and orange short-
cake,  The second was that upon the face of his
host rested an unmistakable clond.

The origin of this last was soon made known,
i The deacon finished dis dinuer, pushed back his

plate, ominously cleared his throat, and began:

“I'm afraid you made a wrong begin ing to-
day, Dominie. 1 feel it my duty to tell you that
drinking and gambling are best not mentioned in
this pulpit.  "Tain't necessary, ‘cause there's

s only one place French' ', where anything of that
kind goes on.”*

Paul looked straight into the speaker’s face.
There was something more here than appeared
on the surface,

“'One place is one too many,
not wage war against that ?**

i 'Cause we can’t. French pavs more for the
church than any member. Then he's £OU a4 mort-

' gage on our church property.  You'll positively

have to let bim alone. "’

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Why should we

“ R Pastor's Plea to Dissatisf'ed Church
Members.

W. A. Staxrton, D. D,

EN are asking today not merely what a
church belicves and teaches, but what
it does. It does just what its mem-
hers do. no more, no less.  Every

member in it who does nothing detracts just that

much from its usefulness and therefore its infly-
ence. A church may beas orthodox as the Bible,
but unless it is as useful as the heroes of the

Bible it wlll degenerate into a mere cluh for the

preservation of dead orthodoxy. As a rule, the |

next step downward is to beccme an arena for a

church fight. It is discouraging to plot a fight

in a busy church, but in the other kind all one
needs to do is whistle and say, *‘Sick-'em!"

Presto! Change! The fight is on,

I plead for practical usefulness in the church,
The dissatisfied member quickly says, * So do I."'
Good! my brother or sister,—for sometimes it
is a sister.  But there are two way of saying,
Do you mean that you want to be
useful to the church, or that you only want the
church to be useful to you? There is a differ-
ence. I hope you see it.

Blecc . r

\J

gs imp I's If the church is
to be useful to you it follows that you must be

! man his friend who scemad about to become an

| get him to do him a favor he had his friendship

| they will take an interest in you and that all

about what they put in, plus the interest. Where

each church was the hest to which they ever be-
longed.
who thought it was the worst,
was always in the person rather than in the
| church.,
seems blue.
blue. Take them off and grass looks green,

; the church and for somebody. The worse the
church is the more you must do.
the church and in so doing you may save your-
self and others,— Pittsburg, Pa.

so subtle, and so destructive of all that the
Church is called to stand for as the liquor traffic.
Did the ministers of the Church of Christ realize
this as they ought they would make unceasing
war on the monstrous thing.

bing the Church of more supson than liquor, bad
as it is, for it is tolerated an

show ourselves friendly,

Ya.slnr.

who sees in other members nothing but coldness
unsociability, selfishness, unspirituality, W
once had a member of our church who spent the
summer Sundays in the parks, at picnics, on ex-
cursions, and at home in wvegligee,  Whey
autumn came he withdrew from our membershi;
because it was not sufficiently social and spiritual
No one was surprised.  He reaped exactly what
he so.ed,

THE REMEDY,

T krow hut one, and that has two steps in it
First, be sure that you have religion, By re.
ligion I meau the life of God in your soul, Have
that. Then go to work. Do sometking for the
church. A shrewd politician's way to make 4
cnemy was to ask a favor of him I he coull
We always feel kindly toward those for wham we
are trying to do something. "

Begin to do something for God and you will
love Him better.  Begin to do something for the
church and you will Love it better. Take a class
in Sunday school; visit some who are sick or in
trouble and try to help them: go to tie prayer
meeting that you imagine is su dull and ‘try 10
liven it up some; call on some of the new mem
bers instead of complaining because none of the
old members call on you; return some of the calls
that others have made on you before you com
plain any more because more have not called; le
regularly in your pew on Sunday so that when
you are stck people will notice your absence:
show that you take an interest in the church and
in its members. Do this and 1 assure you that

causes for complaints will soon disappear. If we
want attention from others we must pay atten-
tion to others.  If we want to receive we must
be willing to give. If we want friends we must

For nearly twenty-three years I have been 1
I am serving my fourth church. I have
earned that in one respect churches do not dit-
fer-much; out of all of them people will get just
I have been I have found members who thought

In the same church would be others
The difference

To those who wear blue glasses all
Through them even grass would be

Get religion, get ta work, do something for

Try to save

The Church of Christ has no enemy so strong,

It is our opinion, however, that tobacco is rob-

used where liquor

useful to the church. The law is inexorable. ::'em‘ No CJ:':;' will di':i el:‘l:e: ;e':::.‘?;
The only reason that some people in the support the Church or not,
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Perils in Funeral Discourses.

——

0. P. Eacurs.

T HEN hearts are tender it is fitting that
they should be terned to the com-
forts in the eternui life.  The place
of mourning has its opportunities

for pointing the soul to the unseen and abiding
realities, The place of feasting may shut the
thonghts to the unseen, the place of mourning
may duce deep thoughtfulness.  When Stephen
dies a faithful man of God, when the Christian
brotherhood mourns a pillar of the faith, it is
fitting to dwell on the motives that moved him,
thie things that made him, the imperishable ele-
- ments of such a life, the certainties of the unseen,
The Episcopal church makes no provisions for
words from the pastor on funeral occasions, Nao
words are heard but the words of the Holy
Scriptures.  There is no opportunity fcr injudi-
cions words, words of foolish eulogy, words rec-
ognizing heautiful traits of character, but laying
such stress upon them that the essential teachings
of Jesus are ignored.  But there is a distinet loss
on such occasions when the pastor is re trained

\ being born again, take back in the particular

| matural beauties of character, in honesty and pr -
: bity, in the helping hand and generosity the dis-

. glory is undermining the foundations of the
{ Christian faith,
. Ingersoll in the beauty of his home life, in per-
¢ sonal bonesty, in attachment for Lis friends, and

. gard him as a Christian,

i distivctly an ignoring of the plain and funda-
+ mental teachings of Jesus, the truth and the life.
! Funeral disconrses muy so cmphasize the beauti-
i ful ratural gualities that often dwell richly in

the elements that make up the good man's life, !

the need of Jesus Christ in the life for its real
success,

But it requires a wise man to rightly divide
the word of truth, to comfort the sorrow.
ing, to be loyal to the truths of the New Testa-
ment, to see to it that the teachings, fundament-
al teachings, of Christ are not injured. The
pastor should not be a eulogist,  He is called
upon to be a enlogist of the Christian life, of the
abiding truth, but wot of dead men, however
good. Theré is strong temptation for a tender-
hearted pastor to affirm hopes for the deceased
which neither his sober judgment or the truths
he preaches should perm t him to express. It is
wot the part of the minister to speak infallibly
concerning the condition of men on the other
side.  He may and ought to enunciate the prin
ciples on which men can be saved and in accord
with which men will be judged.
goes to the stake arrayed in garments covered
with demons, but his soul goes through the
smoke to glory. A man in the church seems to
be a pillar of faithfulness, months zfter he dies
it is seen that he ‘‘lived a noble life,”" The
temptation is for the minister to use forms of ex-
pression that orly an omniscient mind might
fittingly use.

If a pastor be known as a eulogist of the dead,

John Huss |

what they preach in the general, arouse contempt
among unbelievers, encourage neglect of religion
aud strengthen the hands of loose thinkers in
and out of the church A pastor who finds in

tinet evidences of a Christ-like character pro-
phesying an abundant entrance into Christ's

No one could surpass Robert G,

yet he would count it an insult to himself to re-
A funeral discourse
that has many words for uprightuess, for honor-
able dealing, but no words for the sinfulness of
the heart, the need of forgiveness, the necessity
of achange of heart, salvation threugh Christ,

Gather up the children about you and take them
to Sunday school, Intercede with God for the
Jost. Take the grace and sweetness of Christ's
presence into your heart and then go out and tell
your neighbors about it. **But I have no gifts
for this kind of work." You are mistaken. Do
not let Satan deceive you and rob you of the re-
ward and glory Christ died to give you. Ask
God to help you and begin work at ouce.

Conditions of Divine Favs..

C. H. WETHERRER,

]N all past history there have been times when

the general state of religion, as represent-
ed by the people of God, was very low
aud most discouraging to the truly spirity-
al minded ones. Of course, there never was any

pagan and athiest as to create the feeling that
the assertion of a distinctly Chiristian character is
reserved for the formal ntierance of a church

from words of exposition; of appeal, of unfolding [ Senoe, but et Sor o dued poogly the pasns

sion of the ordinary good qualitics is sufficient
for salvation, In counselling the inquiring, in
removing the doults of the man in the dark, in
reproving wickedness the pastor needs to be
guided by wisdom.  Especially when he stands
in the presence of the dead does he need to be
guarded in speech that he speak not unadvisediy
with his lips, that his emotions do not make him
disloyal to the truth, that he do not in his praise
of the dead hart the cause of Christ and impair

i the motives that make for Christian living.—

Hightstown, N. /.

Rank in bhe Chu.ch.
Orwvir W. Vax OspeL.

1.—7he Strenuous Rank,

These who with unabated zeal are loyal to
Christ, tiving apart from the world, attending all

! the meetings of the churcli, unless providentially

it all beautivs of character are assumed to bhe |
evidences of a Christian life, incalenlable harm is |

wrought. Moral diztinctions are wiped out and
death is made to cover a multitude ot sins. If a
pastor makes eulogy a large part of the remarks
on funeral occasions he thereby places a mort-
gage upon all his discourses at funcrals. 1o be
an eulogist on s me occasions and not on others
straightway loosens his hold on a community,
The safest way is to hold up to the living a living
Christ whom they need in their life. If a man
be known as a good man his influence in the com-
munity will speak for him. If the pastor speak
i unguarded ways, all present will instinctively
think of traits of character and incidents in the
life of which the pastor was not aware. As a
rule the pastor sees only one section of a man's
lite, the Sunday side, the church side. The com-
wunity often gets to know the interior of a man's
life in a way impossible for a pastor. The good
that a man does and is will not be buried with
his bones, it will be present in a very living way
at the time of burial,

Especially must a pastor be true to the teach-
ings of Jesus. A wise minister said that he
would not profess religion for a man who had
never professed it for himself when living. It is
no part of a minister's function to speak ex
cathedra concerning a man s spiritual condition,
‘T'hat the pastor so frequently does speak in this
way leads the gatherings at funerals to expect
the speaker to give some words that will give
assurance or hope that the departed had entered
into God's rest.  Let the pastor always make it
known that it is no part of the power conferred
upon him by Christ to open or shut the doors of
everlasting life.  The orthodox preachers who
always find a title to mansions in the skies to
every rich or popular or benevolent man even
though he never gave any scriptural evidence of

hindered, regularly observing the Lord's Supper,
subscribing liberally and paying promptly to all
the Lord's work, interceding for the lost, leading
souls to Christ and going about doing good.
They are Christ's force at work to represent Him
and save the world,

.~ The Iufirm Rank,

Those sensitive, slighted people who have dis-
covered a cold church and complain of personal
neglect. They want to be nursed aud carried.
They absorb that time aud thought and care of
active Chris ia. s which might be used to save the
lost.  They will do some work, attend church,
do some paying and praying if they have some
one to ccax, encourage and care for them,

L. —7he One Talent Rank,
Those Christians with distorted views about
doctrine, piety, liberty or prudence which makes

them a hindrance to the progress of the King-
dom. Read Matt, xxv :14-30; I Cor. iii : 11-15.

IV.—7he Mistaken Rank.

Those who have come into the church through
some mistaken influence or advice, or some false

motive. Their names are written on the church
book, but not in heaven. They are unregener-
ated.

Christ died for us all.  He freely offers to take
away sin and give His righteousness and Spirit
to all. The opportunity to live the Strenuous
Life, represent Christ and gain an abundant
entrance and inheritance to heaven is fully and
freely offered to all. Everyone is free to choose.

What have I chosen ?

To which Rank do I belong ?

“‘If our church had entertainments and fairs I
might then work and give.” No, dear soul, ten.
thousand times no. This is the “'wood, bay and
stubble’’ delusion, which has robbed th ds of

necessity for such a state of affairs. Religious
| degeneracy, however great or small its extent,
+ has always come about by individual remissness
in duty, by departures from godly principle, and
| hence by disobedierce to God. And when a
| religious people have, as individuals, degenerated
[ into a morally bad conditiou, so that they are
| practically forsaken by God, to the extent of His
| withholding from them conquering power and
| affluent blessings, then they each need to bewail
| their degeneracy, confess their iniquities, humbly
, pray fcr God' - pardon, and in proper ways set
themselves right before God and men. I am
i now reading the book of Joel. This prophet
devotes the first part of his book to a description
of the terribly backslidden condition of the Is-
raelites, and states the judgments of God upon
them in various forms. He told the people that
although they had grievously sinned against
God, who was angry with them, yet He would
have compassion upon them if they would turn
unto Him with all of their heart, lamenting their
sins and repenting of their iniquities, - Then he
said: ‘Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a
fast, call a solemn assembly; gather the people,
sanctify the congregation, assemble the old men,
gather the children.”  Further he exhorted:
" Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the altar, and let them
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach, that the nations
should rule over them; wherefore should they
say amoug the peoples, Where is their God? "

It would seem that this exhortation was duly
acted upon, and now notice the result: *Then
was the Lord jealous for His land and had pity on
His people. And the Lord answered and said
unto His people, Behold, 11 ill send you corn and
wine and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith.'’
Other favors were also promised by the Lord.

As soon as the people heartily complied with
the necessary conditions, then God granted
them marked evidences of His fullest favor, We
may call that a great revival. It was preceded,
first, by the prophet’s showing the people the
gravity of their sins and God’s condemning atti-
tude towards them; second, by a call of fasting,
sorrow for sin and yearning supplication for
God's favor. There are many churches in our
land today that need to pursue a similar course.
They are an offence to respectable society; God
cannot bless them as they now stand; let them
humble themselves before Him and pray.

Holland Patent, N. Y.

The report which the committee on revision of
| the Westminster Confession will make to the
| Presbyterian General Assembly of the United
[ States will state that the returns from the Pres-
byteries show that the church desires some
changes in its credal statement, and that it js
the mind of the church that the Confession
shall be interpreted throughout in harmony
with the teaching of Scripture that God is not
willing that any one “should perish, nor is it the
decree of God, but the wickedness of their own
hearts, which shuts some men out from the salva-
tion freely and lovingly offered in Christ Jesus to

their reward, and served as a stumbling block for
others to blunder over into perdition. i
Take your Bible aud feed your soul on its prec-
ious fruit. Divide with the Lord the money you
have used for yourself. Go to prayer meeting.

all

The Baptists of Australia and New Zealand
have had an increase of 4,042 in the last ten
years, waking the present membership, exclusive
of West Australia, 19,420.
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THE HOME MISSION JOURNAL.

Notices.

The New Brunswick Western Assaciation will
convene with the Lower Newcastle Baptist
Church, Queens county, June 28th 2.30 p. m.
All churches are urgemly requested to be particn-
lar in filling out the statistical part of their
letters, C. N. Barrox, Clerk,

This paper, “The Home Mission Journal,"
will be given to any one who subscribes for it at
eny time from now until the first of July next, to
the close of this year for twenty-five cents, and
the back numbers of it from the first of March
Tast will be supplied to them also, and any one
paying fifty cents will get 1t until July 1902, a
year from next July with the back numbers from
last March, This is a liberal offer; who will
accept it?  Let us see a goodly number at once,

The quarterly gathering of Carleton, Victoria
and Madawaska Baptist churches will be held
with Andover Baptist church the 2nd Friday in
June (agth). Rev, W. 8. Martin will preach
Friday evening, Rev, C. N, Barton, Saturday
evening, and Rev, A, H. Hayward the quarterly
sermon. Wil the delegates please send their
nanies to the secretary ?

R. W. Demwmixcs, Sec'y. Treas.

Centennial excreises of the Norton BDaptist
church will be held at the close of the meetings
of the Southern N, B. Association,  All former
pastors of the charch are heteby cordially invited
to e present in person or by word of greeting.
Delegates to the Association will confer a favor
if they notify John T McVey, Eloomfield St or
N. A. MacNeill, Hampton, whether they intend
coming by train or private conveyance, that
urrangements for entertainment may be made,
Come praying that God's blessing may be upon
the churches represented.

N. A. NacNELL.

The N. B. Southern Baptist Association will
convene with the Norton ¢hurch, Norton, N. B.,
at 2.30 o'clock on Saturday, July 6. Will the
clerks of the different churches in the association
kindly see that their letters are sent in to the
undersigued not later than June 29,

J. F. Brack, Clerk,

Fairville, St. Joln, N, B,

Acknowledgment,

The members of the Miltou Baptist church and
congregation welcomed the return of their pastor
with his bride by giving them a formal reception
at the home of Mr. N. C. Freeman on the even-
ing of 3istult, Pastor Sloat and wife wish to
express their appreciation of the cordial reception
tendered and thank these kind people for the
expression of their good will, viz.: A purse of
gold sovereigns to Mrs, Sloat avd a handsome
Morris chair to the pastor,

Rlbe t Quarte.ly Meeting.

This quarterly meeting met June ¢ with the
3rd Coverdale church, Nixon Settlement, The
delegation from the churches was rather below
the average, but the pastors were very much in
evidence. ‘I'welve preachers of the gospel were
present.  Pres. Thorne was in the chair.  All
the services were well attended, and in the even.
ing the house was packed, The social services
were very much enjoyed and largely attended,

Rev. C. W. Townsend preached the quarterly |

sermon and it was a timely discourse ; favorable
comments were heard on every hand.

The after-meeting was conducted by Rev. F, |

N. Atkinson and was a po. erful meet ng. One
rose for prayers. In our busiress meeting the
matter of the settlement of a pastor on this field
was discussed and the matter was left in the
hands of the Secretary to arrange, This church

has been greatly blessed by the labors of Bro. !
G H

H. Beaman. Fifteen have been added by
baptism and the members greatly revived. Bro,
Saunders wishes to resign at Pollet River and
that church to be grouped with the :st and 3rd
Coverdale churches, thus making a good compact
fie)d.  Bro. Beaman is now holding wmeetings
with the First Coverdale church and nine have

been baptised and others have been received,
The reports from the churches were very encour-
aging.,  Rev. 1. N. Thorne has baptized fifteen
and has cighteen others reccived for baptism,
All the churches seem to be moving forward.
1st Hillsboro is putting two thonsand five hun-
dred dollars repairs on their house of worship at
Hillsboro, 3rd Hillshoro is building a new house
of worship.  2nd Harvey has a new bell.  Hope-
well has received eleven by baptism,  Surrey has
received nine by baptism,  Quite a number have
also been reccived by letter and experience in the
different churches during the quarter,

The people were kindness itself and we all
enjoyed our meeting at Nixon,  The next
quarterly will be held at Waterside with the 2nd
Harvey church, in September,

The Sunday School Convention in the after-
noon and evening of Wedvesday was attended
by a large number.  The reports from the
schools showed all the schools running and many
of them with an increased enrollment.  Ad-
dresses were delivered in the evening by Bros,
Dawson, Beaman, Dea. J. H. Saith and F. D,
Davidson,

F. D. DavipsoN, Sce'y-Treas,

Dedication at Salisbury, N. B,

We dedicated our now house of worship,
known as the Father Crandall Memorial, on Sun-
day, June 2. The day was fine and people came
from far and near in order that they might have
some share in the setting apart to the worship of
Almighty God the house raised as a monument
to one who proclaimed to their fathers and grand.
fathers the gospel of the Son of God. A man
who is still honored by those who never heard
him, but who are today enjoying the spiritual
legacy left to their fathers by this faithful and
mighty minister of the New Testament. Rev,
D. Hutchinson of the First Baptist church,
Moncton, preached the dedication sermon, which
was the best heard in Salisbury for many a day,
Rev. M, Addison, of the Valley church, Hills.
boro, preached a thoughtful sermon in the after-
noon. Rev, E. B. McLatchey, of Sackville,
preached a good sermon in the evening. The
Baptists of the provinces by the sea greatly
missed Rev. J. A. Gordon when he left us, and
one of the many ways in which he was missed
was as a sohcitor of funds for the different ob-
jeets of our denomination.  But the people of
Salisbury found out last Lord's day that he has
a very clever successor in Rev, M. Addison, who
good-naturedly talked to the pecple on the
blessedness of giving, who responded nobly, even
many who had given before, to the extent of self-
sacrifice, During the day five hundred dollars
were raised, bringing down onr debt something
below seven hundred dollars.  Our new house,
which cost three thousand dollars, is one of the
finest, if not #ke finest, village or country church
building in New Brunswick, and if you think
that is putting it too strong come and see for
yurself and be convitced.

J. E. TiNgg,

Salisbury, June 8, 1901,

Religious News.

Scventeen persons were re.

CAMPBELLTON, cvived into our church dur-

N. B, ing the last month.  Four-

teen of these were baptized

~ May 26th, and three June 2nd, making thirty-

, four in all that have been added to the church
' since the first of this year.

June 3. J. W. Krirstean, Pastor,
The presence of Christ is be-
EAVELOCK. ing very manifest among us

at Salem—one of the many
branches of this church. Wanderers are enter-
ing the ** Vineyard "' anew, and sinners are be-
_ing converted. Two were baptized last Sunday,
and others seem to be on the way.
June 4. J. W. Browx,

"Two sisters were baptized at
HoreweLt, N. B. Hopewell Hill, Sunday, June
«nd, m the presence of a
large congregation. Several others professed to
be converted in the meetings held here this spring
| but have not been baptised yet,
F. D. DaviDsoN.

Since our last report it was
2ND AND 3RD  our happy privilege on
Ercix, Auniwer Co, Lord's day, May 26, to
baptize into the fellowship
of the 3rd Elgin church 6 willing followers of
the Saviour, and others are anxious. Also in 2nd
Elgin on Lord's day, June 2nd, ¢ followers were
baptized, All the services of the churches ate
well attended, our Lord's day services are at-
tended so largely that our churches cannot seat
all who attend. Brethren still pray for us.
1. N. ToRrNE.
The blessing of God is rest-
OAx Bav, ing upon the people of this
Cuarrorre Co. locality. They are coming
from all directions to hear
the gospel,  Our house is filled to overflowing.
The congregation is larger than ever before; and
the attention 1s good, and the interest is in-
creasing; the divine spirit seems to prevade the
entire assembly, ‘The minds of many are being
wrought upon, and they are moving toward the
Kingdom,  Last Sabbath, (9) two happy be-
lievers were baptized and received into the church,
and others are looking forward to the enjoyment
of the same, devine ordinance. Through the
help of our loving Lord we are endeavouring to
set forth Christ in the fullness of his compassion
and forgiving mercy to the sons of men, It
thrills our own souls as we study his eternal
words of grace, and prepare ourselves to proclaim
them to poor perisning souls. Oh! the joy of
having our names written in Heaven, The more
we ponder over the infinite love of God toward a
sinful world, the greater is our inspiration to live
and work for His glory; and it is a joy to see
sinners saved by sovereign grace. May the God
of all grace pour out more abundantly of His
spirit until all death and cold indifference are re-
moved from our churches, and the work of sal-
vation goes onward with greater success. We
praise God for bis infinite mercy and love toward
us, and w~ rest upon the rich promises of His
word, blessed be His holy name,
June 1ith, H. D. WORDEN,

Married.

ACKLAND-NEWSON.—At the home of the bride's
parents, May 20, by Rev. Addison F. Biowne, Steplivn
1 Ackland ot Hampshirs and Ellen D. Newson, fourth
| dwughiter of Benjamin Newson of Kingston,

CJune 5, by Rev, J. 1. Wetmore, George M, Lllis «f
Peel o Liona B, Steekf rd. s ;

SNELGROVE-MCDONALD. — At the home of the bride,
June 6th, by Pastor K. M. Bynon, Maleol Snelgrove
to Mes. Mty M Donald, all of Lewisville, N. BB,

Hovey-Hovey.~At the Baptist e¢hureh, Ludlow,
[ June 5, by Fustor M. P. King, Laurence Hovey, vt
! Ludlow, to Mis. Alhie B. Hovey, of the same place

Died.

Haywoon,—At Moncton, May 81, Aaron Haywoo,
aged T8 years,  His end was peace,  His reinaing were
brought home and buried w Prosser Brook bury i
grouna on Lord's Day, June 20d. He was the oldest
member in 2nd Elgin Bupust chureh,  In his deat's
we sustaio a boavy loss.

| ELLISNTOCKFORD, — At Windsor, Carleton county,
|

Prosser,—Au Prosser Brook, Albert ¢ wanty, April
11th, John Prosser uged 66 years, after a year s lul’m:
health wnd six wec ks conlined to his bed, leaviig 5
sons und 2 duugliters, Mrs. Perry Barues of Bangor
and Mes. Hulbert Prosser of Elgin, Aibert county, anl
4 brothers, 3 sisters and 20 grandehildren to mourn
their loss.  Brother Pross:r was one of the oidest
members of 2nd Elgin Buptist church, May GolJ sa--
tain us in our irreparable lo s, Fun ral services co:i-
ducted by the Pastor,

Tuom:s. - Mr. Levi Thomas, age 25 years, depirted
this lite, May 12th, at the home of Lis brother, Elijali
Thowus, Suckville.  Mr. Levi Thomas was born at
Hammonds Plaius, but about 17 years ago he went to
Minneapolis where he was converted about 0 years (g0
and was baptized into the Emmanuel church of th t
city.  He had been here veveral months visiting 11y
| friends but wasn t well. He died trusting in Christ.

CORNING. —At Peskahagan Charlotte county, N,
B., Dauniel Corning, in the 97th year of his ncu.y Mr,
Corning was u native of Yarmouth, N. 8, and in early
lite removed to N, B, He married o Miss Patterson
of 8t. Gieorge, by whom he had several children. o
took & warm interest in church matters and was Jarg.
ly instrumental in having a church organized st hie
own home, Full ot years and respected by ali who
knew bim, he peacefully fell -J:ecp. tetaining his
faculties to the very lust.,




