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First Presbyterian Church,
TRURO, NOVA SCOTIA.

Fiftieth Anniversary of Opening,
SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 14th. 1904.

Tin* Fift iet li Anniversary of I In* opening of tin* Fir» I Pres 
hyterian Church xvas observed on February lltli. IlNll. It xx as 
fourni impossible to hold tin* anniversary services on tIn* earlier 
liait», and .so tin* lat vv date was chosen. It xx as noted by many, 
as a x cry happy roinridnirr. that February I It h xva> the date 
of Hr. McCulloch's induction and .lubilee in 1SIIU and ISSU 
respectively.

The morning service was conducted hy |)r. Forrest, Presi
dent of Dalhoiisie College. lie very ably reviexved the history 
of the congregation, basing his remarks on Deuteronomy s : 2.

At 2.1.") |>. m. a united meeting of the Sabbath Schools of St. 
Andrexv's and First Presbyterian Church xvas held in First 
Church Hall, presided oxer hy Mr. C. M. Daxvson. Addresses 
xvere made by Itev. .lames W. F.alconer, of Fort Massey. Halifax, 
and by Mr. .1. II. Calkin. Superintendent of St. Andrexx V Sabbat h 
School. At H p. in. the historical address, herein printed, xvas 
delivered by Hev. (leo. II. McLeod. M. A., pastor of First Church.

At the evening service Hex. .1. \V. Falconer preached a 
forcible and practical sermon from Isaiah 1 :2.

The audiences xx ere large at all t he services : and I he choir, 
under the leadership of .Mis. John W. Logan, sang some xerv 
beautiful and appropriate anthems.



1854. FIRST CHURCH, TRURO. 1004.

JUBILEE SERMON.
HY THE REV. GEORGE li. Mcl.EOI). M. A.

Preached February 14th, 1904.

•• Tliv I .ont our <ômI Ik* with us as II»* was with our Katlu-rs.'’ I hint's * : ,.7.

This text carries us hark tu 1 hr drdiratinn of tin* Temple of 
Solomon. Representatives <»f tin* people I'min all paris of tin* 
kingdom have mine up to worship at .li*rusaU‘iii. A solemn pro
cession passes from Mount Zion to tin- heights of .Mount Moriah. 
Sacrifices are offered on tin* way. The priests hearing tin* ark 
of the covenant, symbol of tin* Divine Presence, place it in tin* 
Holy of Holies. Solomon offers t he dcdieat ion prayer. which is 
sublimely comprehensive, marvellous in its dignity, humility and 
trust. 11 is conlidence is in (2nd. who had guided his people over 
Hoods and desert wastes, complet ing their enemies, and bringing 
t hem into a kingdom of prosperity and into II is temple of worship 
and of peace. Solomon realizes the greatness of the hour. lie 
knows that life is too serious, its responsibilities too great, its 
issues too awful to he left to blind chance, or to the guidance of 
human wisdom; and so lie humbly prays: “The Lord our (2nd 
he with us as lie was with our fathers.**

Our thoughts go hack to another dedication, not in Jeru
salem, hut in Truro the dedication of First Presbyterian 
Church, January Nth. IH5I. Mut older than the church is the 
congregation older by more than eighty-three years. As the 
temple could he understood only in the light of Israel's past, so 
our history can he understood only in the light of the historx of 
the men of (iod who laid the foundations of Presbyterianism in 
this part of Colchester County. (iod xx as with them as with 
Israel of old. Their faith, their courage, their religious daring 
are xvort hy of our < , They xx ere men of heart as well
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as liea«l. Their ivligioiin fervor was kindled at the cross. In 
I heir spirit naI eut husiasm I here was power : for all power In-gins 
in heat. All the forees of 1 he earth, I he throhof the sea. the 
enrrentsof air. the power that Imilds the hills and shapes the 
eoal. that turns winter into summer and night to day are 
derived from the hurtling sun. Man has never accomplished 
anything great in art. literature, science, religion, with the 
thermoinetor at zero. When the religious temperature is low 
we may imitate hut we cannot originate. Without the great 
heart man will not do and dare for righteousness. All that is 
best in our cougrcgational life has come molten through the 
heart flames of men and women who felt t he burden, t In- respun- 
si hi I it y. the greatness of life, and who in their cut Inisiasm did 
great things for Uod. Their influence can never die. Their 
works do witness for them. And to-day as we look hack ovei 
the past may we catch the inspiration of the hour and may the 
prayer of our heart s go out for the guidance of our fat hers' find.

Interesting is the history of our congregation. Kami liar is 
the .story of the unfortunate exile of the Aeadians, and the 
occupation of their places by Knglish-speaking settlers. About 
ITbtt. or ITtll. emigrants from ' Yi ry. Ireland, who had
previously settled in New Hampshire, were brought h\ the 
government agent. Colonel McNutt, to Nova Scotia and located 
in Truro and vicinity. There were in all about fifty-three 
families or one hundred and twenty souls. These early settlers 
were mostly Presbyterians, and loyal to the faith of their 
fathers, they in I7(>.'1 petitioned the associate or Burgher-Pres
bytery of (ilasgow for ministerial services. In May. 17(11. the 
petition was renewed : and in May. 17(10. it was submitted lot lie 
Synod at its meeting in Kdinburgh. In response to this petition 
Mr. lx inloch, a probationer, was sent to Nova Scotia. lie was 
t he second Presbyterian minister to visit t his pro\ ince : t lie Ret. 
.lames Lyon, of Princeton. New Jersey, who labored for a few 
years at Londonderry, having been the first. Mr. lxinloeli 
arrived in July or August of I7t>.*>. Two years Inter, in 17(17. the 
edd church in the cemetery, on what is now Kuhic Street, was 
erected by the contractor William McNutt. I am indebted to 
Mr. John Blanchard fora pencil sketch of the building. Some 
who are with us to-day worshipped in the old meeting-house in 
I lie grave-yard, and remember well the «plaint box pews, t la- 
long communion table down the centre isle, and the large gal 
leries reached by stairways from t In* porch. Mr. lx inloeli min
istered to the people for about three years : but declining a call
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to become t heir pastor tin* lirst call, I believe. ever presented 
to a Presbyterian minister in Nova Scotia Ik* i< «I to Scot
ia ml in 17<M*.

Ill I lie same year I lie Associait* Synod of Scotland sent to 
America the Rev. Daniel Cock, a native of Clydesdale, Lanark
shire, with i i ist met ions to remain for one year and then return 
unless the Synod saw fit to order otherwise. Mr. Cock arrived 
in Nova Scotia in the fall of I7(HI, and having labored in Truro 
and vieillit y for nearly a year, lie was offered and accepted a 
call on lltlli September, 1770, which is the hirlh-day of our con
gregation, the oldest Presbyterian congregation in I lie province 

and probably in the Dominion. St. xx "s. Halifax, was
organized earlier than 1770: but it was originally Congregational 
and did not become Presbyterian until l7Sd.

The call extended to Rev. Mr. Cork was signed by seven 
elders, namely. David Archibald. William Pisher. John John 
stone, James Johnstone. Robert Hunter. Samuel Archibald and 
John Savage. There were also I lie signatures of forty-four 
adherents, only t wo of whom were unable to write I licit names. 
The call guaranteed a stipend of 41(111 for the first two years : k'70 
for t lie next two years; anil after t hat L*si I ; with to defray 
expenses from Scotland. The salary was to he paid half in cash, 
and half in produce. Mr. Cock returned to Scotland to demit 
his charge at Carlsdyke, and to bring out bis family : and upon 
bis return to Nova Scotia lie was inducted as the first pastor of 
this congrcgation in 1772.

Dr. Mcdregor speaks of Mr. Cock as •• a man of warm piety, 
kind manner anil primitive simplicit y." Mis ministry was abun
dant I y blessed, lie gathered around him not only in Truro and 
Onslow, but in the new settlements of the surrounding country, 
a company of devoted men and women who greatly appreciated 
his labors. After t went y-eight years of hard and faithful work 
lie obtained in 171 IS a colleague and successor, t lie Rex. John 
Waddell. Seven years later. Mardi. ISO,*». lie died at the ripe 
age of eighty-eight. The Rex. Daniel Cock, xx ho formerlx 
labored in Klondike, but who is iioxv a missionary of tin* Cana
dian Church in India is one of his descendants.

11 is successor. Mr. Waddell, was also a native of Lanark
shire. being born in the parish of Shotts. April Hith, 1771. (If 
his early history I have no informal ion. Mis arts’ course which 
xx as passed xx it h credit and success xx as taken at (ilasgow college. 
Ilis theological education was received under Dr. Lawson of
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Selkirk. In May, 1797. In* was licensed In preach the gospel. In 
.lime he was set apart to I he ministry and designated t « * Nova 
Scotia. On tile 12th of August lie left Scotland never to ret urn. 
and reached Truro, by wa\ of New York on t lie .‘it h of November. 
In I In* following year lie received two calls, one to M usipiodohoit 
and Stewiacke, and I lie ot her to Truro and ( his low . The lat ter 
he accepted, and was inducted into the pastorate of this congre 
gat ion. November hit h, 1798. The induction sermon w as 
preached hy Rev. Hugh (iraham. minister of < 'ortiw allis. Mr. 
Waddell's first sermon as pastor was preached on the following 
Sabbath, November I St h, from .lolin 21 : 15-Id. In November.
I Si rj. lie married a daughter of Colonel .lot bam Blanchard, a 
union of sixteen years, broken hy the death of Mrs. Waddell 
in ISIS.

Mr. Waddell is described as** a man of commanding pies- 
cnee. . . with tall, erect, and well proportioned frame." Vigor
ous in hotly ami in mind In- t brew himself into the work « » t the 
ministry. His labors were not confined to Truro. Onslow until 
iSht. and Brookfield until IK 12. were parts of bis congregation. 
But these were but the centres of bis ministerial work. lie 
visited districts many ami remote. For forty years he carried 
tin* gospel over the hills and valleys of C olchester. lie. too. 
gathered around him a loyal and devoted people who apprc 
eiatetl his sentit ns anti honored I lie minister anti the man. Like 
Raul, he ** magnified his olllce." But time and hard work tell : 
and in IN2s he was stricken with paralysis. lie partially 
recovered, but a fall from his carriage in ISÎHI led to bis resigna
tion, and in November of IS 12 lie passed peacefully away. \s 
Hr. McCulloch lias pointed out, November was a month of spe 
rial significance in the history of this devoted servant <>1" the 
Lord. In November lie arrived in Truro: in November lie was 
set tied : in November he was married : in November lie was 
stricken with paralysis; in November lie resigned: in November 
he died.

11 is funeral sermon was preached by I >r. Nmit h of Stew iaeke. 
In the words of his want hy successor : ** lie lies in t he old grave
yard. not far from his saint,etl predecessor. Like him lie loved 
the old spot, replete with so many precious memories : and over 
I lie graves of hot h are placed memorials, at which many gazed 
with reverence ami gratitude, when tin* old cemetery was the 
scene of Sabbath privilege; and at which, many whom lie bap
tized. trained, married, and admitted to the fellow ship of the 
church have since often looked, as they thought of scenes long
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gum- by, anil perhaps whispered to themselves : *• Li t me dir I lie 
dr;ii h of t In* right*mis and may my last rnd hr like1 his.**

Mow much wr owe to t liosr worthy men who laid I hr foun
dation of ouv congregation and prepared tlir way for First 
Presbyterian < 'burcli. I low murli t hvy endured for t hr sakr of 
t In* i burcli and tlir Mastrr. Thrsr were tlir days of imperfect 
roads, forrst trails, horse-back, hoinrspnn, tlir sirklr and i he 
scythe. Tin* days of tin* railway, ti'lrgraph ami telephone hail 
not yrt romr. Tlir vomforts and ronvrnirnrrs of lifr, as wr 
understand tlivin, wrrr unknown. Ifni I hoy were mm of lirai t 
and purposr ; mrn of linr missionary spirit and of intense 
artivity : mrn who unselfishly gavr themselves to tlir fmmding 
of tin- Kingdom of Jesus Christ in tlir wilds of a new vomitry■. 
Their names are on t hr long roll-call of the heroes of (iod : ami 
their worthy deeds still blossom from the grave.

In IS.'IS, four years before the death of Mr. Waddell, a rail 
was extended to Mr. (afterwards Mort or) Met ’ullorh. son of Ih. 
Thomas Met'ullorh. whose name is so closely connected with 
Presbyterianism in I'ietou (’minty. Mr. Met 'ullorh preached his 
first sermon on thr I It h of September, IKÎN, in the old chinch in 
the cemetery, and on the lltli of February. ISIUI, just sixtv-live 
years ago to-day, he was inducted into his first ami only 
pastorate.

A few years later owing to the dilapidated condition of the 
old church and its remoteness from the village, which was f i<t 
hemming a centre of population, it was decided to provide a new 
place of worship: and the site on which First Church now 
stands was purchased for■ $100. Tin* one-half of theamount was 
paid out of the church funds. The balance was raised by the 
efforts of a few enthusiastic ladies Mrs. Flemming Blanchard, 
Mis> Margaret Christie, and others whose names I have hern 
unable to obtain. The building was erectcd by a Mr. Savage. 
The pews were sold by auction realizing a sum that removed all 
indebtedness from tlie church. On the 8th of January. 1851. 
fifty years ago. First Church was opened and dedicated to the 
worship of (iod. The particulars of the opening I have been 
unable to ascertain. It is worthy of note however, that the pas
tor was assisted hv the Rev. Janies Waddell, the son of his 
predecessor, that the Rev. John Cameron is the only surviving 
clergyman of those who were present, and that the ordinance of 
baptism was administered to the infant son of Mrs. Fleming 
Blanchard, now Mr. Robert Blanchard, of Winnipeg, the first to 
receive baptism in the new church.
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Many >«nus lai ci Hr. Met’ulloeh >prak> of the opening a* “a 
îneiiiuinhle day in tin* history ni Pre>hvteriatiistn in Tinm. 
“No visible cloud," In* aihls, “ tilled tin* Saint liai y as in tin 
Tvni|il«* of old : luit that it has witnessed often t hr Pr«*setni‘ of 
t In* (ivarious Master ran hr att«*st«*d hy maux in au«*d w ovshi|i|>i*i 
to-day. and dmiht l«*>s hy many w ho an worshipping before I hr 
throne." “Not less impressive," In* g« »«•-. on to >ax. * Was tin 
«•losing <«f t hr old rhurrh w ith all it s hallow «•«I memories of work 
«loin* I'm thr Muster, through many yrars of toil and travel, hy 
1 host- w ho Mr umlrr t In* very shadow of I hr sanctuary. whrrr 
they pr<irlaimrd I In* uiisearrhahle rirln*s of Christ, and where 
they await 11 is second mining wit limit "in unto sa lx at ion." I lax 
ing paid this gloxving 1 rihutr t«« his prt'drrrssors hr modestly 
adds that in tin* ol«l church In* “ was hmna «I to felloxx in theii 
footsteps from S«*ptemher 1 It h. ls:$s. to.lanuury St h. I sù I, when 
t In* new church took up t In* grand old story of an unbroken 
Presbyterianism,"

The old church, it may lie added, was remoxa-d to I lie t««xxn 
hy Simon l\. Kat«»n and placed north of Queen Street near tin* 
Common, xvln re it xx as used for many years as a Temperance 
Hall, and also for lectures, entertainments, and various other 
meetings. It was rented for some time hy s<inn* members ami 
adherents of tie* Church of Scotland, win» nij«»y«*d the minis 
t rat ions of the Hex. John Martin, formerlx ot St. \ndrexxs. 
Halifax. Crmn this mission has sprung tin* nourishing congre
gation of St. Paul's mi Past Queen St reel. X f « * xx year» after 
tin* removal of I In* church it became tin* property of Professor 
Hoss. late Principal of Ilalhousie College. xx ho sold it about Is-'***1 
to I imniniek Futnegalli. an Italian painter, xx In » resided in Truro 
for many years. I luring Kumegalli's oxx net ship it xx as dost i • *x < d 
by tire, June. ISSN.

It was soon discovered that tin* seating capacity of the new 
church was inadequate to meet tin* needs of tin* groxx ing congre 
gat ion. The town was rapidly ineieasing in population. The 
Normal School, too. xvas opened in |s,V>. Manx of tIn* st ud«*nts 
xvere from Presbyterian centres, and xx • rshipped in f irst 
Church. It xx*as therefore fourni nec«*ssary toeiilarge t In* seat ing 
capacity by adding txventy feet to the east end of tlie building, 
which xxas accordingly done in ÎS.VJ.

It is to lie regretted that tin* suggestion of the pastor t«« 
hav«* tIn* church renewed ten feet nearer tin* centre of tlie lot 
xvas not carried out. as this xvoiild effectually have solv«*d tin*
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problem tlif congregation is facing to-day. A prominent ship
builder offered t<» remove 1 hr Imilding tor t lie small sum of tiw 
pounds, just enough to defray expenses; tint tin* managers 
refused t lie offer on th<* ground t lint it could not be done.

(Mining liai'k to tin1 opening uf thr church \vr find that thr 
elders of 185-1 were : Alexander Kent. Samurl Archibald. John 
I >. Christie. .lulm «I. Archibald, Hugh Moore, John Faulkner. 
Max ill W. Aichihald, Samurl .1. Aichihald, John Waddrll. W. C. 
Smith. Hubert (). Christir, and *xx McCurdy. In lSdli
rlrvmi rldris xvrrr addrd : .1. K. Blair, .luhn F. Crowr, Isaac 
I *u 11 lap. Andrew .luhnsun, James I-'. Blanchard, I'M ward Blan
chard, .luhn L. Aichihald, Thomas Miller. Charles Christie, 
Buht. II. Smith and Hubert Smith, (merchant). In 1870, at the 
time ul' i he congregat innal centennial only fuur of the twelve 
elders of 1851 wen* living, namely, Alexander Kent. David \V. 
Aichihald, Dr. Waddell, and Samuel .1. Aichihald: of those, the 
last two named were non-resident s of Truro, one in St. John ami 
the other in Mus<|undohnit. Alexander Kent, the last uf the 
elders of Mr. McCulloch's induction, died in 187-, having served 
in tin1 eldership for sixty-nine years. Death and other causes 
soon thinned tlie ranks of the elders uf 18(111. and in 1875 there 
were elected Alexander Miller, Henry Topper. Robert Dickson, 
(ieorge Boss, Yuill Longhead, ami L. B. McKIhinney. In 1887 
t here were added John D. McKay. C. I\ Blanchard, and .luhn S. 
Miller. Twelve years later, 18*.9, Daniel'rui ner. \V. lx. Murray, 
and Rupert II. Beid became members of the Session. Of the 
thirty-five elders who have officiated since the opening of the 
ehurcli only twelve survive, and of these only seven are elders 
of First Church. The remaining fixa* are Kdxvard Blanchard, 
luhn F. Crowe of St. Andrew's, John L. Archibald of Harmony. 
Robert Dickson of Anligonish. and (ieorge Buss of Springhill. 
With respect to the present Session the words of Dr. McCulloch 
in speaking of the Session uf 1870 will fittingly apply. “They 
aw worthy of the entire e< ‘live of the congregat ion."

During the past fifty years of congregational life, one figure 
stands out prominently ami occupies the child* place in the his- 
tor) of the church the revered Dr. McCulloch. I hail the 
pleasure of meet ing him mi June 2nd. 1891, xvlien I xvas licensed 
by the Presbytery of Truro in the old Hall that has since been 
replaced by the present beautiful and commodious building. It 
is a pleasurable memory, a link between the present and the 
past.

His xvas not at first the compact congregation of to-day. At 
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1 he dale nl' his induct ion in |s;fll it extended nearly Iwviity fixe 
mill's from ( Mil I ta vu s ami I ,o\vci V illage «>n i lu- \\ est in K « *m | * 
town ami Riversdale un t lu* Cast. Il luuk in ( ireenlield elex en 
mill's from Truro, extended from Onsloxx Mountains on lin» 
Nmlli lu Mr( 'allions ton miles oui on the Old Stoxxiickc Road* 
and to Johnson's Crossing. now llildeii. six miles ont on the 
Halifax Road. Oxei thisxvidclx si littered congregat ion lie xx cut 
preaching, teaching. xi<iling, cat cchi/ing. holding prayer meet 
ings. and establishing Sahhalh Schools and llihlc Classes. Rx 
splendid self sacrifice he carved live congregat ions out of one. 
The four others, besides first Church. being in the order of 
I heir séparai ion from t he parent stem Clifton. Coldstream, St. 
A ml lew 's and I larinonx .

The first of the eoiigregat ions thus formed xvas Old I tarns, or 
Clifton. It xvas united w ith the Heaver's llrook section of the 
Rev. Mr. Itaxler's congregation and organized into a separate 
charge about isfitl.

The next step w as I he organizat ion of t lie Kastern s«-rt ion of 
the congregation into a separate charge. The matter xvas 
brought to t he alt eut ion of the lYeshytery in I St is. The petit ion 
was supported by Or. McCulloch, as moderator, and bx Mr. 
Charles Christ i«\ as représentât ixe elder of the Session. Rut no 
immediate steps hax ing been taken t he Session engaged t lie Rex. 
N'lioinas Cumming as assistant to their pastor. This, hoxvever. 
proved too great a strain on the financial si reiigth of t ho emigre 
gat ion. and in IstüMlie Rreshyteiv xvas again petitioned to con 
sidcr the matter. This pet it ion xx as siipp( rted by I )r. McCulloch. 
Mr. Isaac Ounlap, and Mr. Thomas Miller. It was urged bx the 
petit loners that seven places besides I lie cent ral chui'eh required 
stated religious services, namely. Lower Village, .loliiison's 
Crossing. Harmony, (ireenlield. Cnion Church. Kcmptoxx n. and 
Riversdale : that the groxx ing town of Truro needed special 
attention if Rreshyterianisin xvas to hold its own among the 
other denominations: that in t he out lying (list rids other dr 
nominal ions were seeking a loot hold : and, I herefore. in the inter 
estsof Rrcshytei ianisin both in toxvn and counti x iminediate 
action xvas imperative. The sum of tS-su xx as promised hx first 
Church to the new congregation, prox ided t lie latter raised s|ini ; 
and Hr. McCulloch xvas xx illing to give a inoiithlx sci x ice to 
Cnion Church, xvltich might In-Ip to reconcile the people to 
separation. As a result of this petition the congregation of 
Coldstream, including Cnion Church, (ireenlield. Kcmptoxx n. 
and Riversdale xx as organized. .I ul> lilli. IS7I.
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Two \ v;ti\s hitvv. 1H7.M. a further division was route 
Tin* rapid gl ow i h ul* |n>|a i laI inn, an<l i hccx er increasing demand* 
of ministerial work rendered a further mai l angement necessary, 
“ami though the feelings ami attachments «if Ihi- people were 
o|)|)uscd to séparai ion yi*t vising high above personal feelings, so 
general ami harmonious was the von vie! ion of the absolute «lut \ 
of séparât ion and, in the interests of lYeshyterianism. of the 
establishment of a new charge, that it was resolved to apply to 
I lie Presbytery to take t In- steps r< «|uisite for t hat purpose.” As 
a result. a new congregntinn under t In* temporary t it le of “Truro 
West.*' and including Lower Village, and Johnson's Crossing, or 
linden, was organized, January 1st. IK".*». Young Street was t In- 
dividing line between the t W o coiiglega t ions, blit the light to 
eltoose their place of worship was reserved to all parlies on both 
sides of the line. The names of the elders of t lie new congrega
tion were .1. K. lilair. Kobert Smith, Isaac Dunlap. John I-’. 
( 'row e a ml .1. I*’. ltlaueliurd. 'I’lie names of t lie elders remaining 
in the old eongregation were David Waddell Arehihald. Thomas 
Miller. Andrew Johnson and John !.. Archibald now of Har
mony. The new eongregat ion worshipped at first in the Young 
Men's (’In i>! ia n Association: hut in I SSI), Ii\e years later, a new 
chilli'll was erected on the corner of King and I hike St roots, and 
the name of “Truro West" was changed to St. Andrew's, 
liegimiing with seventy-live families and one hundred and 
twenty-one communicants, St. Andrew's has become a flourish 
iug congregation of one hundred and seventy-live families and 
three hundred and seventy-five communicants.

Of I he original eongregat ion only Harmony remained under 
the care of h'irst Church. Hut in ISSÔ it was made a separati
st at ion . and recent I y with Nor1 h Hiver it has la-en raisi d to the 
slat us of a eongregat ion uider I he minis! ry of Hex*. It. I*. Murray.

The work of Dr. Met 'ullocli was almost done. After a long 
and successful pastorateof more than forty-seven years, during 
which he had “added 1008 to the fellowship of the elturch. bap
tized ÎHI0 persons, performed .720 marriages, and oflleiated at Sill 
funerals " ho resigned his charge, December Hist, INN.*». MMieeen 
leiniial of the congregation had been celebrated in IS7S. The 
l-’iftielh Anniversary of his ordination and induction was 
littingl) observed in |SS0. And on July lllli. IS0.7, lie passed to 
his reward. The words upon his memorial tablet reveal the 
man: “ Hold to oppose t he wrong, eager to advance the right, 
ready to help I he needy, a beloved pastor, and faithful follower 
of Jesus (Mirisl." I ponthe remaining chapters id* the historx'
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ni I lu* vliuivh I need nul tiw «‘II. I h\ M< ( ulloeh xsas succeeded 
by |{t‘V. Mr. Muhhitis in I SSI >. lit* xvas follow ed bx Mev. Mr. 
|*\tlr<mcr in ISÎMI. Ami In bx tin* present pastor in lb»
present pastor is I In* "ixl li in I In - bistnrx nl‘ I hr eongregat inn a 
history of more I ban Ut't year**.

First ('hiireli lias bail a splendid reet»rtl. 11 >1 antis at tin* 
f< unit ain-lmad uf Presbyterianism in Xnva St til ia. To tbi** 
congregation l>eluiigs the honor nl basing taken I lie lifst si e p> 
towards uniting Hurgbeo ami \liti Mm glu t s in llie days gnne 
by. a union which has been followed by larger unions, until 
Presbyterianism stands united from Allan! it* it» Pacific. The 
lirsi liible Stieiely in Mritish America was organized Inn ill Mb 
I is Mes. Mr. Waddell. Il was a congregational society. Imwevei. 
and not a liraneb of the Mritish anti Foreign Mible Society, 
which had been organized in I su I. Ibre, Inn. was organizt d the 
tirsi Mible class in the Presbyterian t hurt It in l In* Itnmiiiioii. 
The first members wen* : Miss,lane Archibald. Miss.lane Mian 
chard. Miss (i. I lemlerson. M is- M. Wit hr. anti tin Misse- Mice 
ami Margaret Moore. Here also originated t In* first missionary 
prayer meeting, which ha- gnu il \ fostereil tin mi-sionai > spirit 
of our congregation. It i- int re-ling to note in a sessional 
minute of February. iSfiti. eight years after Mr. ami Mrs. fietltlie 
had been settletl in Aneitiiim. a resolution In-apport 1 lie young 
people of ! In* etmgregal ion in their ellort I « » maintain a natixe 
teaehel ill the NeSS Hebrides. First < lilllih has t*S el hee|| a 
missionary church. From lier walls hast* gone I oil h to Trinidad 
Miss Mlackatlcr anti tin- late Minnie Xrehihald : ami to India. 
Mrs. Fraser Campbell and t lit* Mes. I hiniel ( ink.

To I lie home church she has given lbs. ( I*. Pithlado,
Winnipeg, lb s . !.. \. McCurdy, \gent of I In* Kastern I>is i-ioii 
of tlie Presbyterian Church. Mes. Kdwin Smith, X|iisi|iindnhoit. 
the late Mes. Frederick Archibald, of St. r is. Outariti. and 
the late lbs. I Inward Archibald, of Australia.

Some of the fathers of I lie Presbyterian Church of Nova 
Scotia ha Ve worshipped here, -mb a- Mr. I .sail. Principal Moss. 
Mr. Kcir. Professor Tlmmas McCulloch, all of tin* Seminars : 
and Mr. Forrester of Normal School, xxlin li began it- career in 
Truro in IS.V».

I cannot close this sketch without making reference to one 
xvho woiihi have been delighted I»» has t* xxm shipped with ils 
lut las the late M is. Little. She loved I In* Presbx leriau Church.
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Sin* loved In share in I lie privilege n|‘ worship a ml of service. 
Willi l lie I'sal n list she eon hi sing :

** I low lovely is t hy dwelling place,
11 L<n il of I lost s t o me :

The tabernacles of thy grace.
How pleasant. Lord, they he."

I hit she has joined the worshippers above. •• the choir in\ isihle." 
not of the •• immortal dead." lint of t lie living : and through the 
splendid generosity ot Mr, Lillie a memorial organ will soon he 
placed within our church, and consecrated to the service of 
the Master.

St adding t bus at t lie liftiet h milestone of the historic jour
ney. and looking hack over t he past may we catch tin* inspirât ion 
of tlie hour ami go forth to larger work for the Master, as we 
weave I lie days ami years into the web of life. There are with 
us some who were present at the opening of the church fifty 
years ago. They have come a long way upon tin* journey. 
They look hack over the past with its tears and smiles, its sor
rows and its joys. They see the way marked by the graves of 
t heir loved ones. The companions of i heir vont h have fallen on 
the journey. € Inly here and there a solitary traveller to remind 
them of t he old associations, and to hear I hem company to t he 
end. ** He t hou fait lil'ul unto death and I w ill give thee a crown 
of life." sait h Hod.

f irst Church has ever stood for righteousness, justice, truth, 
and a pure gospel. May the standard never he lowered. Let us 
he loyal tot he best traditions of the past. In t lie ringing words 
of Dr. McCulloch’s Jubilee address: “ No time-serving, no 
expediency, no novelties, no cowardice, no divisions. Stand 

•Vand together aland for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. “And may the Lord our Hod he with us as He was 
wit h our fat hers.'*
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