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Address by Sir George Foster

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen All the way through
vour reception has been a succession of kindness and good-
will.  Commencing with the invitation which you were kind
enough to give me to attend this Banquet, which invitation |
would not have received had it not heen for the indisposition
of our Prime Minister, who, burdened with the almost incal-
culable labors of the five war vears, is now somewhere on the

Seven seas " secking recuperation and vanished health, not
[ hope so far vanished as not to return. T am here to take his
place and very unworthily in one respect, that T am not a
member of the legal profession. T am a layman, pure and
simple, and nothing but your exceedingly kind reference, Mr
Chairman, and vour exceedingly kind treatment has made it

possible for me to hold up my head amidst an association of

the assembled legal wisdom of the foremost State of the great
United States. When I was asked to come, T began to wonder
what T should say, and I will be frank enough to tell you that
[ am still wondering. There is one thing, however, which
like the traditional weather salutations one can always
venture upon, and that is to thank vou for the reception
which you have given to me, and which is not a personal re
ception by any manner of means. Possibly not half a dozen
men in this great assembly know of me, or ever heard of me,
or care very much about whether they ever hear of me again
[ am here, and T accept all of this cordiality on behalf of my
own country, Canada. Tt is the appreciation of you people
here for my country which is, for the time being, given to its
representative. And that makes me a bit reminiscent. [ may
not be as old as T look, or T may be older than T look, that is

for your legal shrewdness to decide, but it makes me a little
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ng is casy, and so a wide and constant itercourse take
place You come there, some of vou, bhecause vou love sport
ind you have heard that in Canada there are great oppor
tunities for sport.  Once there, when vou look around witl
your keen . American ey you hnd that there ar chances tor
fit and you come there for profit, and with your coming
nd going for pleasure and profit you find yourseli up
people ver ke vourselve yvou hecome friends with then
nt learn to love them as bhrot ind they love vou n retun
1 v in that intercommunication there has been set up

human electric current, a fellow-feeling between the eight mil

ions yonder and vour 110,000,000 here, which 1

ch has done very much and wi much mort

towards the entente cordiale between ish speaking

countries of the world, for whic the past and
irld in the future will have ve much to be thankful

16th of this momh compassed within its 24 hours s¢

il notable happening May | mention one o i the
On the 16th of January, at midnight, an old and fanmihiar

riend —1f not a friend, yet a well-known acquaintance
\ wway in funereal solemmnitic f mingled sadness and
Mg ium\uH\ no gerat funeral ever evoked quite the dif
ferent expressions of fechnes as those in evidence bhout 12

not know

velock last in the United States of America. |

vhether ** John Barleveorn ™ « over in the vessel with the
Pilegrims, but there is a suspicion from the name that he |
v DBritish orign Well, v ve laid him away I will e
just as reticent about savin imvthing to my sentiments

vith reference to that subjeet, as some of you gentlemen have

een about some of the subjects vou have heen discussing her
to-night ut, will you all me to sav that | have attended

banquets in New York and some other places while ** John




Barleyeorn ™ | he freedom of the City, and 1 do not thinl

I have seen a more jolly, better looking, and happy assembl

if men even though they are lawyvers— than | have seen
cre to-mght witl John Barleycorn ™ absolutely  removed
m their  companionship I'hings worse than this the
mgl [ ulWlH«li
\nother notable event that took place \ ¢ serving of
vith unexpecte iddenn at the economice blockade
unst Russia has been raised, and that the United States of
\mierica had issued orders for their soldiers to leave Easter
us nd make an end to the intervention in connection
ither great powers in that and in other parts of Russia

nentous happening, when we come to think of al

hat it may mean, | leave that for the future But there
10t Yesterday, m the Hall of the Clocks, in the histor
( of 'a was held the hr representative Session ¢
cagu i Natio N it en sat about the table as repre
entatiy f the great powers belonging to the leagu Ot
place a cant, the chair reserved for the represent of
he United States of America.  Now, | am not here to crit
S ¢ United States of America: | would be indeed rash ii
I attempted that, and 1 not even in my heart to attempt it
mt I eannot help expressing my deep regret for the fact

pent seven months and a half in Paris, mainly, in London
partly, in attendance upon the Peace Conference, and 1 know
con nding position taken by the President as your repre
ntative m that Conference I'resident \Wilson sat there in
persona, but it was the United States which was represented

potentico, and whose power and influence, present and pro
pective, was the real representative at that Peace Conference
I mention that ~HNM\, if 1t mav be necessary, though | do
think it is, to recall to our minds that nations are re pon

ible for their representative Some nations of Europe made




war as the culmination of long yvears of preparation and other

light-heartedly launched themsclves upon its dangerous water

You will remember the cablegrams told us that when wa

vas announced the people of Vienna were so overjoyed that
they fell upon each others necks weeping tears of joy and
oratitude, and now Vienna sit 1 sackeloth and ashes Hun
Ireds of thous=ands of people die daily, presenting a spe

tacle of sutfering, of demoralhization, of hopelessness so great
and so bad tha loses its power of articulation.  But
men say, and say rightly, the lerated Kings who caused
the war; the ire therefore ponsible for the consequence

of the war and must bear then If tha true, and who

doubts it, how much more is it true of democratically governed

countries who elect their representativ ind must recogniz
responsibility for their action I'hat was the position of tl
United States of America when President Wilson represented
the Peace Conference So that we in our country and
vou in vour country, being democratically governed, must hold
mrselves responsible for those whor ve have elected to
govern us, must honor the commitments they have made in our

nanx
Now, in Canada we think that our duties as co-laborers and
co-warriors in the great crusade of the last four or hve vear

have not entirely ended Falking of bonds of union, this war

was an added one which linked the people of the United States
to the people of Canada, and | helieve of both to the people
f Great Britain and of the Allies who fought against the
Hun Ihere was a common enemy, fought on common

ground, foug vith a common purpose and a common ideal

md that common warfare was waged for our ideals and owm

principles of liberty and of justice, side by side, and sealed in

comradeship and brotherhood by that most precious of all

seals, the blood of the men who stand for them.  We think in




mada that our duties have not yet ended to those countries
in whose service and for whose liberation from militarism and
from the oppression of might we set out to secure. But is
the whole crusade over Onee the Armistice was signed and
the PPeace ratihications have been passed, there then nothing
left to do to fulfil the purposes for which we crossed the sea
Certamly we did not cross the seas from lust of conquest, tfron
|

the desire for gamn ; neither ur country nor mine had the lea

thing, in territory, in added wealth, in anvthing of the matenal

benehit to be gained from the i that was waged and fro

the consequences of that war which bore so heavily upon u
all.  Neither do 1 think we went across the seas merely to
tear the crown from the Kaisers of middle Europe and throw
them in the dust We went to end the reign of might, acting
through militavism, which bound and erippled the peoples of
middle Europe and which threatened the peace and prospe

of the world.  That

s what we went for I'he thing 1s not
accomplished for which we set out; the goal of the crusade
has not been reached; the work has not been carned to it
completion if we simply  overthrow militarism  and  leave
anarchy to take its place, if we simply liberate people and
then after a war of four or five vears, which takes from then
so much of their strength, and so much of the virile qualitic
necessary to maintain and to build up new countries and ney
powers, we leave them crippled and maimed I'here are yet

the weak to be strengthened ; there are vet the feeble who re

quire the guiding hand and helpful arm put about them, and

it seems to me, that our work has not been finished until we
bring about that consummation for which we set out 1w

had any excuse for setting out at all in that great erusade of
which | have just spoken

are all agreed n

Now, whatever we may say, | think

this conclusion: That the day has passed when any one nation
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can i1solate itself from the rest of the world,  Just as in
Nation, its individual units, its constituent parts must gi
service for the good of society and the nation other than then
selves

o in these later days it is constantly coming to be more anc
tact, more and more a great truth, that nations th

elves must expend themselves in service of good-will and of

l I ol
helpful action for the common good of ¢ whole world
think there are two consideration vhi tke for I'her
first, the consideration o make our world Let
er and to make it better by our own tive cooperation whic
laid upon us as citizens of the world tking nation
I'here 1s also, | think, the very strong consideratio hat b
domg this we msure ourselve nd tha 0L a4 cons o
i small weig or of httle mer | ¢ mextricable mter

windings of economic and social atfairs in the world to-day

it possible for the peace of the world 1o be broken in any one
iderable section w mt menacing the peace of the whol
0 I'herefore, it seems to me, there is a double intere
! r international cooperation.  Men say to m the que
tion has been often raised vhy bother ourselves with atfairs
wevond the sea Why not give ourselves to the development

our own resources and the pursuit of our own happines
and keep out of the world's troubles ang

|

iloy "
ous curren

the sense of Canada in an overwhelming degree was th

living in the world we had two things to do: give of our ser
vices for the better life of the world, in so far ve could
to make it as sur s possible that by that good service and

rood-will and the restrictions and ad that came therefron

there would be I enace for the future; less opportunitic

for great wars, and that, therefore, our own future stability and

well-being would be better imsured and guarded I heliev

that to be true and that is why we preach to our peaple to
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take an interest, strong, enduring, intelligent in the fortune
f the world to which we are allied, whether we will or not,
and the influences of which will reach upon ourselves however

much we try to avoid them

One thought mor ng s ling \s one looks upon th
Furopean situation to-day, one is lead at times to be almost
pessimistic as to the outcome of the future I'he more w.

stidy the peculiar consequences which have followed the grea
exhausting tr, the more we sense the caknesses of  the

peoples that have heen set up in independent and new nation

alities, the more we must come to the conclusion that tl
trength and guidance and maturer experience of the older and
irger powers of the world must he brought into play i e
that these peoples may be strengthened and ected in the
irly phases of their national existence L 'nless that 1s done
complete anarchy mayv follow and what that uld spell for
the world requires no great thoug 10 CONCeIve In Europe

on have old and strong powers; there you have these n

nationalities just set up, not now strong, but which may becom

if protected and aided Iere vou have the smaller
powers which have to be safeguarded against the machination
of stronger neighbors and the menace of combinations, and

vou have the backward peoples of the world which need to e

and Tathered by the influence of the more forward

nations into self-dependent communities

I'here seems to me to be only two wavs open I'he w

has either to settle its difficulties in the future as it has settled

st, by the sword, and the past gives us a sorry

them in the |
retrospect as to the consequences of settling national dispute
by might and by force. 11 the war of the past five vears was
a war which so exceeded in destruction,— ruthless destruction

in the magnitude of mechanical and other means of destruc

¢ even o

tion, the wars of hifty vears ago, vho can me:




thought the wiul desolation to I ught by another 1
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effort l<nelisl peal v‘-“‘ nh |
peratively demanded i opportunity fraught
sequenc f the oreat wortance to the civilization «
ity and the happine of the human race
y nation live hly d ereatly which live elf
One Humanit reate han any section thereof, and
the law of good-will and mutual helpfulness persists in inter
society and individual nation

national relations as in those of
they are in high

If the English speaking na
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personal and national conduet, distributed th
wre in influential and growing centres throughout the world
teadfast as tl

hey ar their profound love of liberty ane
justice, sink petty differences and join in hearty unselfis!
fforts on mternational lines eir influence on the future
world development will furnisl glorious and imperishable
ccord

|







