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—the retmement of their habits—or from 
constitutional peculiarities, wo shall not 
determine in tfds stage of the inquiry.— 

Ax extraordinary prejudice prevails Where comparatively little food is taken, 
concerning the necessity of frequently and is slowly acted upon by the diges- 
acting upon the bowels by aperient rem- live organs from their natural or induced 
edies in health, or on the occurrence of inability to perform their functions effi- 
any slight derangement of the body.— dently; here, as a rule, it is always inju- 
We shall endeavor to show that this is dicious to disturb the bowels by aperient 
fraught with serious injury to the consti- remedies, and yet it is practised to a la- 
tution in certain temperaments, and es- men table extent, aggravating the evil it 
peoially under certain circumstances. is intended to correct ; and in addition 

In many cases a tendency to consti- seldoms fails to produce organic or 
pation is natural to the system, and is functional mischief—enfeebled powers 
required for the continuance of its well of digestion—weakness and derange
being. It is altogether a mistaken idea ment of the lungs—palpitation of the 
to suppose that it is desirable that the heart — distressing iteud-aches — affec- 
bowels should bo acted upon daily.— tions of the urinary bladder, and a long 
Where a large quantity of food is taken, train of nervous symptoms. Some of 
and of mixed quality, such will generally these consequences are inevitable. We 
be the effect, if nature be left to her un- interfere with nature in her struggling 
interrupted operations ; because the efforts to discharge her duties. We pre- 
quantity and quality of the aliments re- ! sume to assist her—to force her into in- 
ceivod furnish an abundance of what is ordinate exertions when she is laboring 
called excrementitious matters—that is, to do her best according to the measure 
matters resulting directly and indirectly of the vital energies which she possesses, 
from the process of digestion, which What is the result ? We compel her to 

* must be removed, and this is readily ac- expend more power in the direction of 
complished from their irritating influence the bowels than she car, adequately 
upon the nervous surface of the bowels, spare, either in reference to them or the 

Persons who indulge their appetite— well being of the animal economy at 
who in fact live to eat—and are active in large.
their habits or occupations, very seldom There is a common stock of vital en- 
suffer from constipation, except from the ergy—a certain capital with which the 
disturbance of the system bordering on system is endowed. It has many out- 
disease, which their excesses creatr. This lets, issues, or escapes. Wherever vital 
class of individuals will scarcely come action is earned on there is a source of 
under our consideration. We may safely expenditure. Where this stock is small 
leave them to nature. Our remarks will or extremely limited, as in those who are 
apply more particularly to those whose naturally delicate, or who become so from 
powers of consumption are much less, sedentary pursuits or other causes, the 
whether from the delicacy of their tastes study should be to economise it, which-

Consideration» concerning the Functions 
of the Bowels.
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paired, and increasing the susceptibili
ties uf the tissues to remedial impres
sions. As a direct consequence of these 
changes, we have an equalized circula
tion, and an augmentation of the vitality 
of the entire organism.

In our next issue, we shall enter into 
practical details with respect to thera
peutical results, and describe minutely 
the various mechanical arrangements by 
which the objects specified can best be 
accomplished. In the meantime, we 
take occasion to inform the profession, 
that every facility for practically testing 
these applications, can be found at the 
residence of Dr. Fullgraff, No. 81 East 
Twenty-third Street, where the doctor 
has arranged suitable hatha, and other 
appliances, for accomplishing in the most 
perfect manner the objects indicated.— 
North American Homeopathic Journal.

to the world. And we have not been 
idle; for, in conjunction With our friend 
Dr. Otto .Fullgraff, we have succeeded 
in fully demonstrating and perfecting in 
a practical manner all the views which 
were so long since suggested by Bec
querel. As was observed in our Journal 
of August, 1852, “ it. appears, therefore, 
that the constitution of the fluids of the 
body may be altered, certain principles 
may he withdrawn, and the ratio of the 
remaining principles may be changed.— 
In the same manner, a new mode of en
trance into the human body of active 
reinedI il agents is indicated quicker, 
more direct, more certain, than any 
other known, without, the risk of being 
injured, or altered by digestion, or of 
being eliminated by excretion.”

These ideas have been practically de
monstrated, both in withdrawing mine
ral poisons from the body, and in pass
ing homeopathic remedies through dis
eased tissues of the organism. The for
mer is accomplished by means of gal
vanized baths, and the latter by means 
of un ordinary Urove’s Battery, which 
decomposes the drug and passes it 
through the part affected at the will of 
the operator.

We have repeatedly seen persons suf
fering from the effects of mercury, lead, 
and other minerals enter these baths, 
and after remaining half an hour, charge 
their entire contents with appreciable 
quantities uf the metal which lias been 
withdrawn from their bodies. In mak
ing l liese experiments every precaution 
bas hein taken to avoid all errors, and 
various tests uf the most delicate char
acter have been applied before and after 
the entrance of patients into the baths.

gratifying part of this 
interesting process consista in the pro
gressive improvement which is invaria
bly experienced, as the poison is gradu
ally extracted front the system. We 
have repeatedly observed chronic and 
obscure ailments of long standing dis
appear like magic under the influence 
of these baths. Another result of the 
process is to effect an entire change in 
the whole organism — rousing into ac
tivity Amotions which had long been im

jtonrniil
We have received a letter from Dr. 

Lewis, in reply to a letter published in 
the April No. of this Journal. We can
not perceive that it alters the position 
taken by Mr. Pratt, wherein he maintains 
that the course taken by Dr. Lewis in 
this Province is such as no physician 
can recognize as calculated to elevate 
or sustain the positions that an honora
ble profession should maintain with the 
public.

We think wo are not presuming too 
much when we assert that this opinion 
will be endorsed by every physician in 
the Province who has the success of 
homeopathy uppermost in bis mind.

We must decline publishing the reply.
If the doctor wishes to defend the 

course he has taken, he can, and no doubt 
will do so in the columns of his own paper.

We would most cheerfully give his 
letter an insertion in our next. No., had 
it been a defence of his procedure ; but 
it would be accompanied by such re-

But the musi

L

»
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marks. as we might feel dispos d to 
make.

"We giv ] lace to the letters from Mr.
Pratt from a conviction of duty to our 
patrons, who arc honestly seeking the 
truth of homeopathy, and that our read
ers may be assured that we have a prin
ciple to sustain, aside from lie great, ab
sorbing ambition of too many in all pro
fessions, .£ s. D. We maintain that 
homeopathy is a system of medicine [jp The recent Annual Meeting of 
fixed upon an enduring basis—that it is the New York State Homeopathic Med- 
superior, in every respect, to any system ical Society, we are informed, was well 
of medicine ever introduced in the treat- attended, and a lively interest manifested 
ment of disease, when wielded with in the progress of the cause, 
judgment and caution, and that no pbys- M. M. Matthews, M.D., of Rochester, 
ician can do justice to patients under our was elected President for the ensuing 
treatment and pursue an itinerant prac- j year. The names of the other officers 
tice. I we have not learned.

Will the President have the kindness
S~5D We hope our friends will bear in : to address us a copy of the proceedings 

mind that the Annual Meeting of the ^ when published ?
Homeopathic Medical Society will be 
holden on the 20th day of May instant, 
in the city of Toronto.

It is particularly requested that every 
homeopathic physician in the Province 
will be present, and all others who may 
feel interested.

The meeting will convene in the Hall 
of the Mechanics’ Institute, at 10 o’clock 
A.M.

reach their destination it is not our fault-. 
We can scarcely conceive how it is that 
a package, made up for any particular 
office, that part, should arrivo safely 
while a portion fail in coming to hand.

if there are any who have tailed to re
ceive i heir Journal, and will write us the 
Nos. they have not received, wo will for
ward them to their address.

Remittances will be acknowledg
ed in the next No.

Letters Received.—Dr. J. Adams, 
Dr. S. Armor, Dr. J. W. Ferguson. Dr. 
Springer, P. E. tiumavr, Dr. 1). Lewis, 
M. Brown, A. Fisher, M.D.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The subjoined letter is the second we 
insert from friend Pratt. His language 
is strong, and we have no reason to 

1 doubt its correctness, lie, being con- 
! nected with the party in question as his

The annual address, by Dr. Bull, of 
London, will bo delivered in the above 
Hall, at S o’clock P.M., of the same 
day.

A. Fisher, M.D., Pres.
W. A. Greexleak, M.D., Sec I agent and student for some months, had

--------- ! an opportunity to inform himself of the
practices indulged in by his preceptor. 
Becoming disgusted with his course, he 
left him, that he might pursue the study 
under better influences ; and in his let- 
lers disclaims any personal feeling ex
isting between his former preceptor and

We hear complaints from some 
of our subscribers that they do not re
ceive their papers regularly. We can 
assure them that they are regularly 
mailed and delivered safely in the care 
of the Post-master, and if they fail to
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himself, but is influenced in writing these igno : and audacity ; and by these
letters by his trust in homeopathy, when unprincipled men prevented, corrupted,

and misapplied, till the public mind be- 
disgusted, public confidence is

judiciously and fairly practised.
1 rom our acquaintance with both par

ties we feci a confidence in his slate*
1 comes
destroyed, and as a natural consequence, 
the science loses instead of gaining bymonts.

Some of our friends are disposed to 
censure the Editors of this Journal for 
personal attacks. We can assure them 
however that we feel a pleasant con
ation ess for all we have written or said 
personally thus far. We feel assured 
that we have done only our duty ; and 
if wc expect the community to respect 
the cause in which we are engaged, we 
must keep up a well-defined dividing 
line between homeopathy and empiri
cism.

their efforts.
Besides, such is the nature of medical 

science that it can only be successfully 
practised by the same individual, in but 

particular locality.
The united experience of all conscien

tious physicians will sustain me in this 
assertion. Hence all itinerant doctors 
should be regarded with distrust, as 
boastful pretenders, unworthy of public 
confidence, and obnoxious to the advance
ment of the science of medicine.

For these reasons was I induced to

one

And in regard to Dr. Lewis, we have .
no personal feeling toward him, for our promise a notice ot ' Die esian rewis,

A.M., M.D.,” in my former communica
tion. I am well aware that he who as

iate rcourse has been of the most amica
ble character. But his practice we con
demn, as it has a direct, tendency to com
promise the honor of homeopathy :, ,
hence we feel justified, in fact we should Wand-poim.

[ am not. vain enough to flatter my
self that no one will question the motives 
which have actuated me to undertake

sûmes t he task of criticizing the motives 
i and actions of another, takes a delicate

feel remiss in duty to our friends who 
d< ire homeopathic treatment should wc 
pass his conduct by in silence.—Ens.J

the performance of the task. Neverthe
less, I regard it. as my duty to avail 

So Ion g as there exists in the minds of myself of this opportunity to state a few 
ineu : desire for popular applause and facts in reference to the course that for 
personal aggrandizement, so long will the past two years has been, and is now 
there be found those who will sacrifice being, taken by the party in question ; 
principle, ho and in wity, and not assuring your readers that I have no per- 
scruple to pro dilute the nublesl of sci-1 serial feeling in the matter, that I have no 
6ncen and truths to answer their pur- selfish motive .n view, nor sinister ends to 
poses. Especially is this true of modi- answer. For it matters not to me per
çai science.

TimoovsvfLi.i:, N.Y., Aprl’ 8, 1 ' j(>.
Eflitoiv. of thf! Journal :

sonally whether the individual is pros- 
Many noble t ruths have been elicited pered in his course or not ; but , being an 

by the gigantic workings of great minds, ardent admirer of Hahnemann and his 
but no sooner have they been reduced to teachings, being a student of bis great 
successful practice than they are as-j law of cure, 1 regard it. as my duty, as 
sumed by Quacks and Charlatans, whose well as the duty of every homeopathist, 
arrogance can only be equalled by their to guard vigilantly our citadel, to fear-u
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lessly and res lu ly attack every one ructions to take of each bottle 1 we or 
who presumes to infringe or encroach three times per week ; charges his xmual

fee of from .f 1 to t. 10s., according to 
Like all men whose popularity depends the length of their purse ; bows tlicm 

upon their pretensions, he comes before politely from his room, never exjtectisig 
the people as tt titled dignitary. He or iris!,mi; to see them again, 
represents himself as being not only Now this might nil appear perfectly 
“ Doctor of Medicine,” but as ” 31,; ■ r right to any one n >t a.'-jui inti d with th> 
of Arts.” In reference to the latter title, true homeopathic method of treating 
1/ helms never taken the legitimate chronic diseases. I'm let ns see wliui 
course to attain it, nor has he the ac- our authors say. 
quiremenls which its signification im
ports, bur that, it, " simply and only hon- 
oraiy. I am at a loss to know what art 
he is master of, unless it be the art of
ktLinbuggcry.

He advertizes himself as a lecturer 
upon the subjects of ‘‘Health, Homeo
pathy, Physiology,” «Ac. At the same 
ime calling special attention to the many 

flattering notices given him by the jour
nals in the various localities where ho

upon our prit ij les.

Dr. Jhar, than whom there is no bet
ter homeopathic authority, says “that 
true, durable and. radical caret arc nt Vi > 
effected by the direct action iff a medicine, 
but by It REACTION of nature, cjri/id by 
it, whence there follows, as a first gene
ral consequence, that every repetition of 
doses is at least superfluous, i.<-,-, ,,-t , 
tin ly ilit/,laced, whilst this reaction fol
lows its course."

The same author farther states when
has lectured, which the dear people little 
suspect are all written by himself.

IVas lecturing his only object, and 
would he sail under his true colors we j frequently obtain, in >co . ■<, tlx, with a 
would not notice him. But that is only imjle dose of a single medicine, an ac- 
\à& ostensible object, and intended as an coloration of cure, which could not lie 
adverli'zvment of his real object, -which 1 done in two years by a continual oh u go 
is to treat diseases empirically.

considering chronic diseases, that “bj
carefully iratrhing and „
the progress of the vital reaction, we may

of medicines, or by an inappropriate mul
tiplication of doses." Also that "it is 
never necessary in any chronic diseases 
to change the medicine without having 
observed, at. least during five or six 
days, the aggravation which seemed to 
demand it;” and that ‘‘the salutary 
effects of medicines in such diseases

Permit me to briefly institute a com
parison between his method of treating 
diseases and that laid down by our au
thors, and leave your readers to judge of 
his merits thereby. He proposes to treat 
chronic diseases only, which he does 
after thiswise. The afflicted visit him 
at his rooms, state their eases, and con
clude with an appeal to' his pretended 
skill.
speedy relief, and that he will be a God
send to them. He then prescribes to 
each patient two bottles of medicine, 
(sufficient to last six months,) with di-

1
continues seven or eight weeks.”— 
Dr. Hartmann, one of Hahnemann’s pu- 

He answers by assurances of pils, declares “ that it is one of the fun
damental principles of homeopathy, not 
to give a second dose of the same remedy 
—or to administer a different remedy nn > (1 
the former shall have spent all its power.”

I
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1. Homeopathy is of modem origin. 
This statement is frequently made with 
the view of throwing obloquy upon homeo
pathy, by classing it among the many 
forms of quackery which spring into ex
istence, flourish for a brief season, and 
then descend to merited oblivion. Now, 
as homeopathy is notone of the countless 
theories of disease—the shadows of which 
have darkened the human race for so 
many generations—but a law of cure— 
a precious gift to suffering humanity 
from the gracious Giver of all good—we 
may expect, on consulting the records of 
the medical art, to find many intima
tions of the existence of that law, and 
also accounts of cures effected in accor
dance with it. And such we find to be 
the case.

Centuries before Galen promulgated 
his law, “ Contraria contrarii curantur’

Thus, while his celebrated itinerant 
doctor seldom sees his patients more 
than once, prescribe ; medicines in alter
nate and oft repeated dot-ca, regardless 
of their action, and the welfare of his 
patients. On the other hand, these vet
erans in the homeopathic ranks, from 
whose writings I have quoted, insist upon 
the necessity there is for a careful watch
ing of the symptoms of the disease, and 
the effects of the medicine, and wain all 
not to administer medicines too often.—
With these facts before you, what think 
you of this man ? With assumed pro
fessions, erroneous practices, and mer
cenary principles, as he evidently has, 
what other verdict can any conscientious 
person render than that he is unworthy 
of public confidence, and should be dis- 
countriianced wherever he goes. Not 
only by the principles of homeopathy, 
but by all principles of right and equity, 
is he condemned, and by every homeo
pathist should be regarded as our worst 
enemy. I. may notice him again.— 
Yours for the right,

—a law impracticable in practice, for the 
most fertile imaginations failed to 
ceive the “ contraria” of gout or scrofula. 
Hippocrates enunciated the homeopathic 
principle in the following words :— 
“ Another proceeding : the disease is 
produced by similars, and by similars 
which the patient is made to take, he is 
restored from disease to health. Thus, 
that which causes strangury where there 
is not

con-

Wm. M. Pratt.

[Tub following, from the pen of our 
esteemed friend, T. N., is worthy of a 
careful perusal. For a tyro iu medicine 
and ai writing wo arc pleased with his 
contributions to our columns. We hope 
to receive many more articles from his 
pen.—Eds.

Till MISKKl'ltBSKNTATIi.XS OF llo.Mli- 
OI'ATIIY.

Under this head I purpose stating and 
discussing a number of tlm .most promi
nent. of the misrepresentations of homeo- 
patln usually made by its opponents, 
and as many of these are made in ignor
ance of tiro subject, it may chance that 
these explanations may “ throw light 
the eyes of medical blindness.”

any, removes strangury where 
it exists ; a cough, as well as a stran
gury, is caused and removed by the 
substances.”

same
And again, in the cele

brated Aphorism, ho says, “ The cold 
stomach delights in cold things.” A 
passage, recognizing the homeopathic 
principle, occurs in the epistle of Demo
critus to Hippocrates : “Helleboregiven 
to the sane pours darkness on the mind, 
but it is wont greatly to benefit the in
sane.” Many other distinct allusions to 
the homeopathic law may be found in 
the works of Hippocrates, and we are in

on
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formed that he treated cholera morbus physiological provings of drugs upon tlio 
with veratmn album, which is well known healthy organism, 
to produce similar u .

Gi. followed: ith what Cul -n t ills 
“h: fais i and unnpplieable theory," and 
the ancient h oncopathy was obscured 
for a time by the new and specious the 
ory. The long darkness of the Middle 
Ages followed, and not till the com
mencement of the fifteenth century do 
we find any distinct allusions to homeo
pathy. At this period there flourished 
Basil Valentine, a Benedictine monk, i 
who wrote as follows ;—“ Likes must be 
cured by means of their likes, and not 
by their contraries, as heat by heat, cold 
by cold, shooting by shooting ; fur one 
her; attracts the o. ’ er to itself, <•!■• cold | 
the other, as the magnet doits (lie iron.
Hence prickly simples can remove dis
eases whose characteristic is prickly 
pains ; and poisonous minerals can cure 
and destroy symptoms of poisoning when 
they are brought to bear upon them.—
And sometimes a chill may bo removed 
and suppressed, still I say, as a philos
opher and one experienced in nature’s 
ways, that the similar must be fitted 
with its similar, whereby it. will here- 
moved radically and thoroughly, if I am 
a proper physician and understand med
icine. He who docs not attend to this 
is no true physician, and cannot boast 
of his knowledge of medicine, because he 
is unable to distinguish betwixt cold and 
warm, betwixt dry and humid, know
ledge and experience, together with a 
fundamental observation of nature, con
stitute the true physician.”

In the sixteenth century, Theophras
tus von Hohenheim, commonly called! standing as a chemist from the opinion 
Paracelsus, used the homeopathic prin-1 expressed by Borzelias — “This man 
ciple extensively in practice, but failed j would have been u great chemist had he 
to perpetuate his system for want of j not turned a great quack.” In 1790, he

In more recent times, the celebrated 
Danish physician Stahl says :—The 
role which is admitted in medicine, of 
treating diseases by contraries, or by 
remedies which are opposed lo the ef
fects of thm-o maladies, is completely 
false and ab.-urd. I am persuaded, on 
the contrary, ih.-.i diseases yield to 
agents which determine a similar affec
tion ( ■ 1 - : burns by the
heat of it stove near to which the parts 
are held ; cviigellations by the applica
tion of scow and cold water; inflamma
tions and contusions by the application 
of spirits. I have removed a disposition 
to acidity by small dm : of sulphuric 
add, in > where a quantity of b- 
surbing powders had been employed 
without any benefit. Many more proofs 
might bo adduced, but sufficient has 
been said to prove (hat homeopathy is 
not of modern origin.

:i. Iran l'ixrovcrt hy a
Qua !-. In order to appreciate this 
statement, a hriefreview of Hahnemann’s 
career is necessary. After prosecuting 
his professional studies at Leipzic and 
Vienna, 11 ahnt-mnnnwa ; appointed phys
ician to the Governor of Transylvania, 
and in 1779 he graduated at Erlangen. 
He now removed to Dresden, where he 
was much occupied with chemical re
searches, and with translating various 
medical works from the French and Eng
lish. A work on poisoning by arsenic, 
which hn wrote at this time, ranks yet 
as a standard work on toxicology, and 
we form some idea of Hahnemann’s
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In this hurried sketch we find that 
the friend of Ilufeland was successively 

„ , , ... . ... physician to the Governor of Transyl-
he -truck (upon the law, “Simula simili- vanja> director of the Georgenthal Insane 
bus curantur.” In 1792, the Duke of Àsylum, and councillor and physician to 
Saxc-Gotha, an ancestor of our present the Prince of Anhalt-Cicthen ; and the 
Prince-consort, appointed him director fact of his occupying these honorable
... . , , ;nonrir posts is sufficient to show that homeo-of the Asylum for the Insane at Georg- V ^ ^ djscoyered by a Quack.

enthal, and here Hahnemann was one of T N
the first, if not the very first, to apply 
the principle of moral treatment of the 
insane. On this subject he writes :—“ I 

‘ never allow any insane person to be pun
ished by blows, or other corporeal in
flictions, since there can be no punish
ment where there can be no sense of 
responsibility ; and since such patients 
cannot be improved, but must be ren
dered worse by such rough treatment.”
In the Organon, §210-230, full directions 
for the treatment of mental diseases are

removed to Leipzic, and while engaged 
in translating Cullen’s Materia Medica

London, C.W.
[TO BE CONTINUED.]

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

Thu British Journal of Homeo
pathy, (Quarterly). EditedbyDrs.Drys- 
dale, Russell, and Dudgeon. Manches
ter, H. Turner, 41, Piccadilly : New 
York, William Rad de, 322, Broadway. 
12 mo, pp. 176.—This Journal should 
be received by every physician who de
sires to keep pace with the progress 
made in the development of homeopathy. 
The articles are well and carefully 

given. written—on scientific subjects, the de-
In 1790, Hahnemann published in the velopment of new remedies, treatment 

journal of his friend Ilufeland, “ An Es- \ and cures in epidemics, hospital reports,
„ Ntw Princivl, fm-ascertainin'* a“d the state of the progress of homeo- say on a iV u InnupUfor ascertainin ; ;Q Great Britain and on the Con-

the linnuual Powers oj jSlv.dicinnl hub-
stances," which is his first public avowal ^ ---------
of the homeopathic principle. While | The North American Journal of
resident in Leipzic, in 1812, Hahnemann Homeopathy. Edited by Drs. E. E.
wished to organize a Medical School for Marcy, J. C. Peters, and W. H. IIol- 

, , , , ,, combe. iSew Pork, W. Radde, 322,
the instruction of students of homeopa- Broadway, pp. 144, (Quarterly). $3
thy ; arid, in order to obtain permission per year.—To the American reader this 
to do no, it v, as necessary to pay a sum periodical is quite as valuable as the 
of money, and defend a thesis before ! preceding. The articles are mostly 
the Faculty of Medicine. Accordingly, I original being observations on the symp- 
, _ , . toms and treatment of epidemics incident
ho wrote the thesis “ Dissertâtm Instar- f]lc country, reviews of foreign and

American medical literature, pathology, 
and toxicology. The publication of a 
new Materia Medica, with re-provings 
of many of the drugs now in use, and 
many not before the profession, which is 
published as an appendix, is alone well 
worth the price of subscription.

I

!
l
!

i

ira Medica de Hellc/na i,/n$ i rratrum," 
which has been republished in the “ Les
ser Writings and shortly after the 
school was opened.

In 1821, Hahnemann removed to Ca1- 
then, the capital of the Principality of 
Anhalt -Cmthen, having been appointed 
councillor and physician to the reigning 
Prince In 1836, Ilalmemann removed 
to Paris, where he died July 2nd, 1843, 
aged 89 years.

S. S. COLE, M.D.,
■pIIYSlClAN, Surgeon, &c , IngersoU, C. YV.— 
JL 1‘rofc-shional calls promptly attended in town 
or country. ,
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until the process of digestion is accom
plished.

It is scarcely necessary to remark, 
that it would be the extreme of reckless
ness and folly to drug the stomach while 
thus engaged in the execution of impor
tant duties. Let it alone under such 
circumstances. It has quite enough to 
do to attend to its own legitimate busi
ness—the secretion of gastric juice and 
the elaboration of food. The swallow
ing of nauseous draughts of physic, at 
this time, would clearly be prejudicial. 
Their action on the stomach would not

often consists in letting nature alone.—
There is frequently great practical wis
dom displayed in doing nothing — in 
watching or waiting for the operations 
ofnature. Unfortunately this species of 
wisdom is the last attainment of the med
ical practitioner, and it is that which the 
public never fully appreciate. They can
not conceive that beneficial effects can 
take place without active means.

Wo hesitate not to acknowledge that 
a large amount, of the good which we 
have effected in numerous cases is attri
butable to the comparative repose of the
bowels, induced by the treatment em ■ I be in harmony with co-existing opera- 
ployed, or refraining from disturbing tions. They would inevitably disorder 
that which exists. The presence of this them ; and, if aperient in their influence, 
condition gives a greater degree of vital they would carry out, of the system the 
capital to act upon, and so to direct, or nourishing fluid, resulting from the pro- 
influence it as to render it instrumental cess of digestion, on which the strength 
in the removal of disease, whatever may and well being of the powers of life de- J 
be its locality. pend.

We will briefly glance at the functions j The food, having undergone the re
ef the digestive organs—explain the n a- quired modifications in the stomach, 
ture of their actions—the effects towards passes into the first bowel—the duoden- 
the production of which they co-operate, um, in the condition of chyme, a pulpy 
and then we shall have an opportunity substance, where it is further elaborated 
of showing m what manner aperients act by the addition of bile and the pancrea- 
—how they become so injurious to the tic juice. The precise changes effected 
powers of life. jn jt are not satisfactorily known. The

L lie stomach has two obvious endow- chyle, into which it is converted is a 
ments-that of secretion and of contrac- white opake fluid, possessing several of 
tility. On the reception of food its nerves the constituents and characteristics of 
are excited, and their aroused activity is the blood. The smaller bowels arc ex
communicated to the millions of capillar- ceedingly rich in a peculiar class of ves- 
les or small arteries with which it is so sels designated laefeah, the office of 
nobly supplied, in consequence ot which which is to absorb the chyle and convey
drlwn r of blood is itint0 the thoracic duct, Which transmits
drawn to it, furnishing the secretion ofjitinto the left subclavian vein, in order 
the ga.it/a jvur according to existing, that it may flow through the left, side of 
temporary necessities. The contractility I the heart into the lungs, where, from the 
of the stomach changes the position of action of the inspired air, it becomes ar-
ïrfiï nfu rC atl0ns,to tiUi lntornal terial hlood, on which every part of the 
surface of the organ : as it undergoes the animal system depends for its nourish 
process o elaboration, it is carried for- ment. It must be distinctly W in
tbrnm/l!1 l',° dlr<‘chon of lhe aperture mind, in the attempt to seize th^ full 
through which, m successive minute force of these remarks that i lm 
?"*"!“«»• * «•*» tb, first „f u.

The
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blood, oat of which is formed everything tires, to imagine that the intestines are 
that constitutes the living organic struc- I loaded with their contents, or that the 
t-ure. forced removal of these will be followed

When digestion is naturally feeble, or by that relief or feeling of health which 
rendered so by sedentary habits or other is anticipated. The great object in the 
circumstances this stage of digestion— majority of these cases, should be to coax 
the conversion of chyme into chyle and nature to the performance of her duties 
its absorption, are proportionately te- by the mildest and simplest of means, 
dious. It is long before the lacteals have rather than compel her to act by vigor- 
drawn from the smaller bowels or intes- ous measures. She becomes obstinate 
tines the whole of the nutritive matter I in the ratio of the repetition of the de- 
which they contain. To accomplish this mands made upon her, and in fact in the 
efficiently, it is necessary that the bowels same proportion becomes unequal to re- 
should be left to their uninterrupted spond to them.
operations. The lacteals will be busily If it be supposed that purgatives act 
occupied in discharging their duties as only on the bowels or affect these organa 
long as there is anything that they can I alone, it is an error which cannot be too 
abstract. ! soon corrected. Purgatives have no such

In a majority of instances, where con- limited influence. Analyzed in a just 
elipation is one of the predominant symp- physiological spirit, their operation will 
toms, the process of digestion is weak be f -1 to have a direct relation to all 
and is imperfectly performed ; audifac- parts of the animal economy. The vital 
companied with indications of gastric and conditions of every fibre of the body is 
constitutional derangement, such as flat- modified by them according to the se- 
ulence—oppression, weight or pain in the verity of their action and the delicacy of 
stomach—a furred or slightly polished j the constitution. In order to render this 
tongue — distressing affections of the ! intelligible, and to bring it within the 
head—occasional palpitation of the heart comprehension of the non-professional 
—nervous diseases, such as tic-doloureux reader, we will attempt to explain the 
—spasms or cramps—attacks of numb- nature of the vital changes which take 
ness, or deadness of the fingers, purga- place in the bowels when they
tives, such as are usually employed, arc effect the expulsion of their contente, 
decidedly injurious. The evil under It is necessary to understand that all 
which the patient labors is not an accu- parts of the body are, structurally and 
mulation of matter in the bowels, which by sympathies, united into one compre- 
the remedies prescribed may remove, hut hensive whole. No organ is indepen- 
a derangement ofthe system generally, its dent of others, nor can one act without 
fluids as well as its solids, conjoined with influencing, though not always in an ap- 
the more marked disturbance of partiou- prociable degree, the vital conditions of 
lav organs, as the liver, the stomach, the rest. They constitute a vast circle, 
and the alimentary canal. having obvious connexions with particu-

Purgatives, under the circumstances lar centres, as the brain and the spinal 
qtated, act prejudicially in various ways, cord, and every movement or change iu- 
They disorder the functions of the sto- duced in any portion of this circle modi- 
mach—irritate the bowels—the urinary fies to some extent the vital relations of 
bladder—enfeeble the generative system, the entire circumference, 
and exhaust the constitution at large. There is probably no principle in the 
The public have no just idea of the ex- wide range of physiological science so 
tensive organic mischief which they fre- fruitful as this in its striking and multi- 
quently produce. We shall in the sub- farious applications to the well being of 
sequent pages point out the particular life. The thorough apprehension of it 
effects arising from their action. In nine opens out a boundless field of inquiry, 
cases out of ten it is a misconception, It throws light on the origin of disease, 
when persons have recourse to purga- whatever be its character, and suggests
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it is evident, at least to the philosophi
cal understanding, that the exquisite har
mony which pervades the animal econ- 
oray_the variety of actions which fall 
under notice, each occurring both in de
gree and time according to the necessi
ties of life, must be under the control of 

universal principle, which is clearly 
nervous agency.

These physiological researches are not 
simply interesting as speculative matters.
To regard them in this point of view is 
to lose sight altogether of their practi
cal value. It is this property which they 
eminently possess that alone entitles 
them to consideration.

The foregoing remarks have prepared 
us for entering upon the explanation of 
the vital conditions co-operating in the 
action of the bowels. This action in its 
origin is purely nervous, and it is on this 
account, as we shall attempt to show, 
that purgatives, as a rule, are extremely 
baneful in their direct and indirect influ- < 

We have previously observed, in 
touching upon the digestive process, that 
nature is a great economist of her pow
ers : she does one thing at a time when 
the effort requires the concentration of . 
lier energies. The process of digestion ' 
exemplifies the fact. The stomach first 
labors to reduce the food to a pulpy 
substance, and to accomplish this if must 
be steadily kept in view, that the whole ‘ ' 

system contributes towards the ^ 
desired result. It depends on the libe
ral supply of nervous power, and this is 
furnished from remote regions of the j 
body to stimulate the salivary and other 
glands to increased action ; and further, 
to impart to the stomach an ability equal . 
to the exigency of the occasion. The 
operations carried on necessitate the con
centration of this power, and when the 
constitution is delicate, or digestion fee
ble and embarassed, we have evidence 
of the demand made upon the nervous 
system at large, in the changes induced 
in the conditions of the brain, as illus
trated in the disinclination and incapa
city of the mind for energetic and consec
utive application — in the tendency to 
repose or quiet. The cause is obvious. 
The results accomplished by the stomach

means, simple, efficient, and calculated 
to remove or relieve the evil.

All actions of the body are w r " or 
in other words depend on nervous power 
for their manifestation. This doctrine 
we are aware is in opposition to prevail
ing theories or hypotheses concerning 
the vital functions in their natural and 
disordered states. We have elsewhere 
endeavored to establish this proposition,* 
and no one has yet questioned its accu- 

The blood, whether we study the

one

racy.
causes of its motion, or the appropria
tion of its elements to the purposes of 
the animal economy, is obedient to the 
influence of this nervous principle. From 
this it derives its vitality and value.— 
Through its agency it is distributed to 
different organs, according to their re
quirements. Their demand is not a fixed 
quantity, but varies with every modifica
tion in the activity of the functions, 
which modification is primarily a change 
in the concentration or direction of ner
vous power. The successive stages of 
digestion depend directly on this agent. 
It is the canse of the motions of the sto
mach—of the accelerated flow of blood 
to it to meet its temporary necessities, 
and of the secretion of gastric juice.— 
The nervous influence brings into play 
the organic mechanism in virtue of which 
these results are produced. It imparts 
to the muscular fibres of the stomach the 
power of contraction, and to the numer
ous capillaries of this organ a greatly ex
cited action, <>t the tendency thereto, in 
consequence of which they receive au 
increased quantity of blood to furnish the 
necessary supply of gastric juice: the 
abundance of which secretion is clearly 
to be traced to the operation of nervous 
power. The different structures of the 
body may justly be regarded as built 
upon the nervous system, as it is found 
to bo blended with every particle of liv
ing matter. The scalpel, aided by the 
microscope, cannot disconnect it from its 
relations to other organic tissues : and

enoe.

nervous

1

* " Practical Views on Narrons Disease*," lor,. 
Wm. niADLAxn, IB,PrineesStreet, London, 1S19; 
"The "Nature and Cure of Consumption, Indice s- 
tiou, Scrofula, and .Nervous Affections,"
W, S. Ork & Co., Amen Corner, Pat 
ltow, London.

' Se. lid., 
urn i ,r

L
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are effect 1 in j rt at the expense of mm, and wmiM In* detrimental if iv, un- 
cerebral nervous agency, which flows in | ed beyond a certain periods (but by 1 his 
the direct io i of the temporarily excited is i to In uiub ! «I, t xvi pi where the
organ, and consequently leaves a dimin- habit is acquired or is favored by gross 
isheil amount for the purposes of thought indulgences and robust lwal t h. nW/.y evav- 
and bodily activity. This stage of j uatious.) irritates, as a foreign substance, 
digestion completed, the next call: tin sendlivi • • u ce of the alimentary 
into vigorous play other organ , as the canal, and by v.wi i . the umtractions 
liver — the pancreas and the smaller i of i mu liar lion-:-, facilitates the 
bowels. These are now the centre of | gradual passage md ultimate expulsion 
vital operations, but a much less demand 
is made on the nervous system than in which originates the first contractile mo- 
the first stage. The pulse, which was tion—it i nervous power s imul; ing 
previously accelerated and increased in these fibres, and unceasingly operating 
strength, becomes slower and softer— until nature lias effected the <!• red ob- 
the breathing is easier and more natural j . It, is important to establish this 
—the mind becomes lively and more equal 'point. The subject has not hitherto been 
to exertion—the skin is not unfrequently viewed in this light, and hence the ncr- 
suffused with moisture—the kidneys he- vous relations of the bowels to the rest 
gin to act and urine is freely secreted, of the nervous sy stem, in their practical 
Then- phenomena are evidence that the applications, have not I. n clearly ap- 
nervous system, refreshed and invigor- prehended by any writer. To form a 
ated, returns to its ordinary unexcited just conception of them, the nerves of 
conditions, and ministers now to the pro- the alimentary canal must ho regarded 
duct-ion of other effects. The second as an uninterrupted nervous chain, ex- 
stage of digestion consists in two opera- ] tending through circuitous paths, hut mi
tions : the conversion of the chyme or | broken channels, to the brain and spinal 
pulp received from the stomach into cord, the great centres of nervous oner- 
chyle, and its absorption by the laoteals, gy. The nerves in quest ion arc the great 
or vessels numerously distributed over media through which the.-c centres trnns- 
<he entire surface of the smaller iut - mit their vivifying powi r : and it must 
tines. Both these operations merit par- he recollect ed that th : forced action of 
tioular attention. When digestion is im- tin m, which is produced In the oj,im
perfectly performed, either from consli- lion of drastic, purgatives, is accompan- 
tutional weakness or temporary derange- icd with the expenditure of .■ portion of 
ment, both the conversion and absnrp- the animal ing principle not exiling in 
tion of the food arc tedious, and for their there nerves at the time, Unit is if the 
accomplishment require the uninlemipt- constitution be delicate or suffering from 
cd repose of the bowels—freedom from I chronic or protracted derangement of the 
all disturbance arising from t he act ion of digestive organ and consequently ner- 
aperieut remedies. The importance of vous power, proportionate to this expen- 
these remarks will be apparent in the ! diluro or loss, has to be drawnfrom other 
further investigation of the subject, sources, which t nier such circumstances 

When the second stage of digestion !.. arc not in a condition to meet the demand 
completed—when the food h thoroughly without injury to themselves. Among 
elaborated and absorbed, the residue of these sources arc to he enumerated the 
the vital operations, conjoined with the 
secretions of the several organs forming 
the digestive apparatus, compose that 
refuse which has to be expelled from the 
bowels. Wo have now to consider the 
mode in which it is effected, which we 
have stated depends on nervous influence.
This matter, which is useless to the sys-

of i s contents. It i nervous power

nerves, ganglia, and plexusses bf Ion j 
to the In.art—the stomach—the liver— 
the pancreas—the kidneys, and the 
urinary bladder. A portion of the ner
vous supply nc-ccssary to respond to tho 
urgent requirent -ats of the bowels, aris
ing from their forced and active opera
tion, is in the first instance derived from
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dinavy observers it is a colored fluid ; 
but the coloring matter is only one of 
its constituents. It is formed of various 
chemical principles, and watery, or fre
quent evacuations, draw from the circu
latory system the fluid which was pre
viously in motion, carrying life and en
ergy to all parts of the animal economy. 
Those who object to bleeding, on the 
ground of its exhausting effect, should 
be equally obstinate, and from the same 
reasons, to the prejudicial influence of 
purgatives. The latter bleed them in 
another way, but substantially the same.

If the bowels are loaded with accu
mulated matter, its removal is necessary, 
but such accumulation is a rare occur
rence : it is not the rule, but the excep
tion. But when it exists, simple meas
ures are equal to its expulsion ; and it is 
scarcely necessary to observe that the 
milder these are, the less disturbed will 
be the condition of the whole of the or
gans which co-operate in the digestive 
process.

these minor sources, some of which are 
the connecting links between the nerves 
of the intestines and the great nervous 
centres.

The organs here specified suffer from 
the undue expenditure of the nervous 
pow.-r. The heart occasionally palpitates 
from debility, or is readily roused to in
creased action—tlie liver becomes torpid 
or sparingly secretes bile—the stomach 
labors inefficiently in the digestion of 
food—the lungs not uufreqnently exhibit 
symptoms of disturbance, as short or 
quickened respiration—the urinary blad
der presents indications of irritability, as 
manifested in the necessity of frequent 
micturition—the generative system is 
weakened, and general lassitude or a 
feeling of exhaustion prevails.

We are here alluding to effects which 
are often observed to follow the use of 
purgatives in constitutions which are 
delicate, or suffering from disorders that 
have greatly diminished the energies of 
life, U nder these circumstances they are 
invariably prejudicial and should be 
scrupulously avoided. The object which 
they effect may be attained by milder

[TO EB CONCLUDED IS OVR NEXT,]

POOD AND ITS ADULTERATIONS.

In the April number of the London 
Quarterly Review we find a very inter
esting paper upon the adulteration of 
food. The facts upon the subject are 
derived chiefly from the researches and 
analyses of Arthur Hill Hassall, M.D., 
chief analyst to the Sanatory Commis
sion of London, from the years 1851 to 
1854 inclusive.

These investigations demonstrate an 
amount of turpitude and indifference to 
human health, on the part of a majority 
of London grocers, butchers, and other 
dealers in the necessaries of life, which 
are truly astounding.

We advise all tea and coffee drinkers, 
and all bon vivants, to peruse the entire 
article, and then appreciate how God in 
his mercy has spared them from paraly
sis, and other serious maladies.

We make the following quotations 
from the article alluded to :—

“ If wo could possibly eliminate, from 
the mass of human disease that is occa
sioned by the constant uso of deleterious

measures.
Before passing to the consideration of 

’ other matters involved in this inquiry, 
we must. Wave no ambiguity on the mind 
of the reader—no doubt or embarrass
ment concerning what is meant by the 
nerrom relations of the bowels ; or how 
these and the system generally are af
fected by the netion of purgatives.— 
The nerves of the intestines are the 
cause of all muscular and vital changes 
in the condition of these organs, and 
every operation in which they are en
gaged is the expenditure of nervous 
power, which has to he supplied from 
immediate and remote sources ; and con
sequently I lie forced evacuation of the 
bowels, under a variety of eircumstaho 
exorcises an extremely debilitating influ
ence on the whole of the nervous system. 
It never fails, as a rule, to aggravate 
the constipation, which the severe means 
employed arc intended to correct.

If is little imagined that purgatives 
may be regarded as a peculiar mode of 
abstracting blood front the body. To or-,1

L
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food, wc should tiud that it amounted to 
a very considerable per-ceulnge on the 
whole, end that one of the Lest friends 
of the doctor would prove to Lethe adul
terator. But even vur refuge fails us in 
our hi t of need : ilte tools of the med
ical man, like those of the sappers and 
miners before Sebastopol, often turn out 
to be worthless. Drugs and medical 
comforts are perhaps as extensively adul
terated " any other article.”

"When Catherine de Medieis wished 
to gi t rid of obnoxious persons in an 
‘ artistic ’ manner, ;-he was in the habit 
of presenting them with delicately made 
sweetmeats, or trinkets, in which death 
lurk'd in the most engaging manner; 
she carried

a Red Oxide of Lead, and the lops with 
Bnautmck Grot n. This is one of t he worst 
of all the sampl s of colored sugar con
fectionery submitted to analysis, us it 
contains no less than Jimr deadly pot-

“ The p inted feast conti "ns then, 
among its highly injurious in v diems, 
ferro-vyanido of iron or Prussian blue, 
Antwerp blue, gamboge, at d ultrama
rine. and am u g iis deadly poisons the 
three chrome yellows, red lead, white 
b ad. vermilion, the throe Brunswick 
greens, and Seheele's green or arsenic of 
copper. The wonder is that, consider
ing we set such poison-traps lur children, 
leu times more enticing and quite as 
deadly as those used to bane rats, that 
the greater munher of youngsters who 
partake of them are not ; once de
spatch d, and so undoubtedly they would 
be if nurses were not i initions about, 
those colored parts, which have always 
enjoyed a had name under the general 
di nomination of ‘ trash and messes.’ As

1 Pure ucnth in an car-ring, a ca»hvi,
A fltgnct. a fan-moont, n filigree i nt-kc-l

“Her poisoned feasts are matters of his
tory, at which people shudder as they 
read: but v question if the diabolical 
revenge and cold-blooded wickedness of 
an Italian woman ever invented much 
more deadly trifles than onr low, cheap 11 K we are informed by Dr. I.viheby 
confectioners do on the largest scale.— that ‘ no less than seventy eases ot poi- 
We select from some of these articles of s,,nmg have been traced to ibis source’ 
bonhonnerie the following least, which within three years !’ 
we set b ore doting moth, ix, in order Our eueeei ding remarks will full, wo 
that they may see what deadly daintii s fl":r- uliC "I1011 many a lea-1 able,

prepared for the especial dcleemtion and stagger ....totalism in its slrong-
of their children _ hold. A drunkard’s stoma It is some-

For want of space wc shall only quote 
the following as a sample :—

“Mixed Sugar Ornaments,
“ Purchaani m Middle fiotr, Holbtmi."

“ The confectionery in this parcel is. 
made up into a variety of forms and de
vices, as hats, jugs, baskets, and dishes 
of fruit and vegetables. One of the hat: 
is colored yellow with Chromate of Lead, 
and has a green hat-band round it col
ored with Arsenite of Copper ; a sec
ond hat is white, with a blue hat-band, 
the pigment being Prussian Blue. The 
baskets are colored yellow with Chro
mate of Lead. Into the coloring of the 
pears and peaches the usual non-mctallie 
pigment, together with Chromate ,
Lead and Middle Bninstciel; Green, en
ter largely ; while the carrots represent
ed in a dish are colored throughout with

are

times exhibited at total-abstinence lec
tures, in every mate of eongi ion and 
inflammation, painted up to match tlm 
fervid eloquence of the lecturer. If tea 
is our only refuge from the frightful mal
adies entailed upon us by fermented 
liquors, wc fear the British public arc in 
a perplexing dilemma. Ladies, there’s 
death in the teapot! Green tea-drinkers 
beware ! There has always been a vague 
idea afloat in the public mind about hot 
copper plates—a suspicion that, gunpow
der and hyson do not come by 1 heir color 
honestly. The old Dutchess of Marl
borough used to boast that she came into 
the world before “nerves were in fashion.” 
We feel half inclined to believe t hat this 

of joke had a great truth in it; for since 
the introduction of tea, nervous com
plaints of all kinds have greatly increas
ed ; and wc need not look far to find one
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at lea-t of the causes in the teapot.— regulated by the burning of a joss-stick 
There is no such a thing as pure green —the superintendent took a small por- 
tea to be met with in England. It is celain spoon, and with it he scattered a 
adulterated in China : and we have lately portion of the coloring matter over the 
learnt to adulterate it at home almost as leaves in each pan. The workmen then 
well as the cunning Asiatic. The pure turned the leaves round rapidly with 
green tea made from the most delicate both hands, in order that the color might 
green leaves grown upon manured soil, he equally diffused. During this part of 
such as the Chinese use themselves, is, the operation the hands of the workmen 
it is true, wholly untainted ; and we are were quite Mue. I could not help think- 
informed that its beautiful bluish bloom, ing if any green-tea drinkers had been 
like that upon a grape, is given by the present during the operation their taste 
third process of roasting which it under- would have been corrected and I believe 
goes. The enormous demand for a mod- improved.
erately priced green tea, which has arisen “One day an English gentleman in 
both in England and China since the Shanghae, being in conversation with 
opening of the trade, lias led the Hong some Chinese from the green-tea coun- 
merchants to imitate this peculiar color; try, asked them what reason they had 
and this they do so successfully as to j for dyeing the tea, and whether it would 
deceive the ordinary judges of the arid- not bo better without undergoing this 
cle. Black tea is openly colored in the process. They acknowledged that tea 
neighborhood of Canton in the most | was much better when prepared without 
wholesale maimer. ; having any such ingredients mixed with

Mr. Robert Fortune, in his very inter- j it and that they never drank dyed teas 
foresting work, “The Tea Districts of themselves, but justly remarked, that, 
China and India,” gives us a good de- as foreigners seemed to prefer to ha ving a 
scrip tion of the manner in which this | mixture of Prussian blue and gypsum 
coloring process is performed, as wit-1 with their tea to make it look uniform 
nessed by himself— I and pretty, and as these ingredients were

“ Having procured a portion of Prus-1 cheap enough, the Chinese had no objec- 
sian-blue, lie threw it into a porcelain i tion to supply them, especially as such 
bowl, not unlike a chemist’s mortar, and teas always fetched a higher price, 
crushed it into a very fine powder. At ‘‘ I took some trouble to ascertain pre- 
the same time a quantity of gypsum was j cisely the quantity of coloring matter 
produced and burned in the charcoal used in the process of dyeing green teas, 
tires which were then roasting the teas, not certainly with the view of assisting 
The object, of this was to soften it, in others, either at home or abroad, in the 
order that it. might he readily pounded art of coloring, but simply to show green 
into a very fine ipowder, in the same tea drinkers in England, and more par- 
manner as Iho Prussian-blue had been, ticularly in the United States of America, 
The gypsum, having been taken out of what quantity of Prussian-blue and gyp- 
ihe fire aft er a certain time had elapsed, sum they imbibe in the course of one year, 
readily crumbled down, and was reduced To 141 lbs. were applied 8 mace 31 can
to powder in the mortar. These two dercens of coloring matter, or rather moro 
substances, having been thus prepared, than an ounce. To every hundred pounds 
were then mixed together in the propor- of colored green tea consumed inEngland 
tion of four parts of gypsum to three or America, the consumer actually drinks 
parts of Prussian blue, and formed a more than half a pound of Prussian-blue 
light blue powder, which was then ready and gypsum. And yet, tell the drinkers 
for use. of this colored tea that the Chinese eat

‘■This coloring matter was applied to cats and dogs, and they will hold up 
the teas during the process of roasting, their hands in amazement, and pity the 
About five minutes before Hie tea was poor Celestials.” 
removed from the puns—the time being I If the better class of black and all

L
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green* teas are thus vilely adulterated, vims system, l'mfessor Beer, the vele- 
lie reader may fancy ill .: ],<■ nm a' brat ili■ ef Yi-u" . l -Inds tin- 
least take refuge in coffee—alas ! in ton of it to Ids patients, considering it to be 
many cases he will only avoid ticylla to the cause of ainuurotiv Idindm 
fall into Charyhdis. Coffee, is genar- supposing it to be perfectly harmleae, ws 
ally sold in the metropolis and all large have a material worth ml. a pound, 
towns, is adulterated even more than which the grocer is allowed to mix ad 
tea. The Treasury Minute, which al- [ iibimm with one of the wdueof Is. Id. If 
lowed it to he mixed with chicory, is at the poor get the benefit of the adulteration 
the head and front of the o trending. In there might be some exettse for permitting 
the year IS 10 this celebrated .Minute ' the admixture of chicory , Inn it is pro\ cd 
was issued by the sanction of the Chan- that the combinat imi is sold in many 
oetior of the Exchequer, Sir 0. Wood, I shops at the same price as pure coffee, 
the immédiat ■ const pionce of which was Analyses made by Dr: Hassall of up- 
that grocers began to mix it with pure wards of a hundred different samples of 
coffee in very large quantities, quite for- coffee, purchased in all purls of the 
gelling to inform the public of ilie nature I metropolis before the issuing of the 
of the mixture, and neglecting at the dcr for tlie labelling of the packages 
same time to lower the price. The evil “ chicory and coffee,” proved that, in a 
became so flagrant that, upon the instul- great number < f 
lal mn of the Derby Administration, Mr, j “ lines! Mocha,” " choice .Jamah 
Disraeli promised to rescind ibis liceii e | fee," *■ superb coffee. &c„ < nnti in <1 in 
to adulterate ; hut before the promise | some cases, very Hi lie coffee at all : in 
was redeemed, the administration was 1 others only a lilib. a third, half," so.-, 
rescinded itself. Mr. Gladstone, upon the rest being made up niaiuly of chic
his acceptance of office, loth, it appears, cry.
to injure the ohiooiy interest, modified I Numerous analyses have been mado 
the original Minute, but allowed the of moat of the articles of food and drink 
amalgamation to continue, provided the in common use by Dr. Hassall, and in a 
package was labelled “ Mixture of Ohio- large majority of instances, with similar 
or; and Coffee.” It was speedily found, result .—North Aim:fient Hoi , ojwihic 
howci or, that this announcement bei nm .1 n nul. 
so confounded with other printing on the 1
label that it was not easily distinguish- galvaetc baths.
able, and in consequence it was provided ------
that the words “ This is sold as a mix- Eioht years ago, while perusing l lie* 
tare of Chicory mul Ooffee” should bo writings of Becquerel upon the subject 
printed by themselves on one side of the I of galvanism, our attention was arrested 
canister. It may be asked, whet F tlw by the idea that this agent not only pos- 
naturo of this ingredient, that the right I sensed the power ot decomposing evrlain 
to mix it with coffee should he main- ! salts, but that, during I lie procès- one 
tained by two Chancellors of the Lx- constituent of the salt must pass to the 
chequer during a period of fifteen yeprs positive and the other to the negative 
as jealously as though it were some un- pole of the battery, traversing, if neccs- 
portant principle of our constitution \— ary, in its rapid course, even the tissue-. 
Chicory, to say the best of it, is an in-1 of the body. In a paper, published in 
sipid root, totally destitute of any nour- i this Journal more than three years since 
ishing or refreshing quality, being m i “rly upon this subject, we earnestly called 
deficient in any nitrogenized principle, the al turn ion of-.he profession lo lids im- 
wMtot there are strong doubts whether ' portant agent, ami made allusion to 
it is not absolutely hurtful to the nor-! some of the experiments of Becquerel.
___________________________ We then expressed our detenniuution to

continue ihese investigations, and at someAssam ten is llie ouly exception to liiu rule, ■ ... . , ,,
but very lit tî3 otitis imported. lut art period to communicate the results
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