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Yol. 1. TORONTO, SEPTEMBER, 1848. No. 9.

LECTURES

Delivered by the Chicf Superintendent of Schools in the several Districts
of Upper Canada during his official tour, September to December, 1847,

Lecrorr I.—THE IMPORTANCE OF BRUCATION TO AN AGRI-
CULTURAL PEOPLE.

In my published Circular addressed to the Common School Officers of the
“everal Districts, I have intimated my intention of addressing you on the
¢ Importance of Education to an Agricultural, a Manufacturing, and @ Free
People ;7 asubject ample to fill a2 volume, and any one part of which is more
than sufficient to exhaust the time that I can venture to hope for your willing
Wention. My remarks mast, thercfore, be in proportion to the time allotted
O a public discourse, and not to the magnitud~ of the subject itself.

Man is endowed by his Maker with phy-:c:’. intellcetual and moral powers ;
he sustains a three-fold relation to the worid around him, according to the
three_fold class of powers with which he is endowed ; he requires a ccrres-
p_“ﬂding preparation for the duties of that three-fold relation. That prepara-
lion i3 properly termed Education. It is our apprecticeship for the bu-iness of
ife, The rudiments of that apprenticeship are the same in all departments of
'life; but it varies in its more advanced stages according to the particular pro-
*Ssion or employment which we may pursue, whether of law, or medicine,
,‘griculture, commerce, or mechanics, &c.  What is rudimental or elementary
! Education is essential to the successful pursuit of any one of the sevcral

bartments of human activity and enterprise. Al must learn to read, to write,
b calculate, to use their native tongue—the farmer as weil as the lawyer, the

echanic as well as the physician ; in addition to which each must learn that
ich will give him skill in’ his own peculiar employment.

Agriculture constitutes the most extensive as well as most important branch
! human industry ; and the importance of Edueation to an Agricultural peo-
ge is the first topic on which I am to address you ; the topic to which I shall
®Vote the present discourse.

ut when I speak of Education in reference to Agriculture, I do not mean
the ®ame thing s when I speak of it in reference to navigation, or manufac-
Q
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tures, or commence, or to the learned professions. I mean such an Education
as the successful pursuit of Agriculture requires—such an Education as the
interests of an Agricultural people demand. There is, indecd, a kind of
Education, so called, which is often both protracted and expensive, and which
is sometimes given to farmers’ sons, but which is the reverse of any con-
nexion with Agriculture—which indisposes to it—which alienates from it—
which excites contempt of it. DBut the application of the term Education to
such a course of instruction, is a misnomer ; it is an abuse of it, as the in-
fliction 6f such a training is an abuse of the youth who is subjected to it-
Yet the dizappointment and bitter fruits produced by this false E lucation—and
almost as common as it is false—has created not a little prejudice on the part
of many agriculturists against Fducation itself, and a wide spread indifference
toit. But as well might we object to Government itself, on account of the
abuses which have been fostered and practised under its auspices ; as wel
might we ke indifferent to Commerce and Agricultare, on account of the frauds
and follies which have been committed by cupidity and ignorance in the pur-
suit of them ; as we!l might we reject Christianity itself, because of the vani-
ties and corraptions, and inhumanities which have borrowed its name, 7The
fact is, that the Elucation of agriculturists has formed no part of the policy of
care of Governments,—and especially of our own,—down to a very recent
period.  Ample foundations were pravided, and liberal endowments made f0°
classical, theological, medical, and legal Fducation ; Military and Naval, ap
Commercial Schools, and Schools of Arts, have also been established ; but
where has any provision been made for the Fducation of agriculturists’
Though the most numerons class of the population of every civilized countr)?
the Eucation of farmers, until within the last few years, has not so much #
entered into the councils of Governments, or given birth to a single scho?
adapted to their warts! The reason is found in the history of all the ol
Governments of the day. The Jands of those Governments were origins”!'
parcelled out and transmitted from generation to generation, not to the mao¥
but to the few ; not to the bodv of the nation. but to the heroes and favouriteé
of the Sovereign—designated Lords and Nobics. Thas the proprietors 8"
tillers of the soil became two distinct classes—as much as the proprietors 89
claves of the Southern States of the neighbouring Republic ; and the Educs”
tion of the latter, so far from having been provided for, was regarded as treaso"
against the former.  The Kings and few Noblas had shut out the masses of
their fellow-countrymen from all proprietorship in the soil, and they resolved
equally to preclude them from all the treasures of mind. The people at larg®
were regarded as mere machines, desizned for the use and benefit of others™
as dogs and other enimals—fit only to fight and labour for their master™
Their value consisted in their bones and muscles ; and muscular training, ¢
that of horses and oxen, constituted their Education. They were trained kK
follow the plough, as were the horse and the ox to draw it; but the philosOPb
of the process was as unknown to the one as to the other. They were dril

into the use of various implements of husbandry, and different kinds of labour

according as they were driven or commanded ; and so were the cattle employ

with them. But, wherefore the selection of different soils for differe?
purposes—wherefore the different processes to which they were subjecte -
wherefore the rotation of crops and the various modes. ¥ cultivating them’;
wherefore the peculiar construction of the implements and machinery worke
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by them—wherefore the times and seasons of disposing of the fruits of their
wn labour to advantage, and how and when to provide for it—what and
Wherefore the principles of trade—and how to make the requisite calculations,
tnd Leep the needful accounts to effect the advantageous disposal of agricul
tural productions and ascertain the results—and how the proceeds of these
Wight Le applied for the promotion of personaly domestic and social enjoyment,—
Al these branches of knowledge were scarcely less within the conceptions of
the Jabouring farmer than within those of the labouring ox. The approbation

)  his master was the height of bis ambition, as it was of the dog which

decompanied him : and a coarse supply against hunger and cold was the beau-
Uegl of his domestic comfort and independence. Thus the proprietorship of
the 50il made a lord ; while the cultivation of it constituted a slave ; or, as he

! Was Jegally designated for many ages, *a villein,”  The profession of arms—

Which in former times was but another name for rapine, bloodshed and murder
~~held the pre-cminence for ages in dignity and power ; the profession of the

riesthood subsequently reduced the vepresentative of Mars to a second rank in
the State ; at length, the profession of law fairly disputed pre-eminence with

+ that of the priest and the soldier ; but the profession of the farmer, though
i '9Spected in Egypt, Grecce and Rome from the earliest ages, was viewed as o
- %ervile employment, appropriate only to serfs and slaves, until since the periods

°f the American and French Revolutions, and especially in Europe since the
ApoLEON conquests and overthrow, These great and fearful catastrophes
ave heen over-ruled by Providential wisdom and goodness for the promotion of
Uman happiness. The old foundations of feudalism were shaken ; and, in
*ome jostances, broken up; the lands of a country began to be distributed
a‘ﬂm\g the inhabitants of it; rulers begun to learn that they must henceforth
Bovern through the understanding and affections of their subjecte. rather than
¥ the sword and bayonet, and hence they began to cultivate those understand-
"gs and affections ; the tillers of the soil began to rise into proprietors, and

N e e

¥ they commanded attention and soliditude by their numbers, they now began

® command respect by their position. In Germany and France the public
*¥stems of Education have respect to Agriculture, as well as to the Professions
W Trades. Patriotism and the progress of popular principles of government
g doing in England what revolutions have prompted on the Continent, and
‘hat experience is creating in the United States of America; and the propo-
Yition recently introduced into our Legislature to establish an Agricultural

hool and Model Farm in connexion with the improved Grammar School of
Ach District, is an important step in the same direction.

-~

In Canada, proprietorship in the soil is almost co-extensive with its culture ;
ngd every farmer should embody in his own person the practical knowledge
Ssessed in Europe by the proprietors, their agents or middlemen, their over-
%ers gnd labourers—for he performs the offices of all these, though on g
"hiteq scale, in his own little domain, In the temperate climate end appri-
late geacons, the varied and fe.rtile soil, t}.ze undulating or }evel surface, if
tin jts geographical position, Divine Pro.\,'ldence has espeglall.y marked out

© Ubper Canada for Agriculture, and hes destined the mass of its inhabitants to
% hillers of the ground.” We have not the cotton fields of the Southern
"teg, or the vineyards of France, or the foreign inland trade of Germany, or
e mineral treasures of England—though in some of these we are not alto-
her deficient, and we mey yet be found to abound in others ;—but we have
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inexhaustible mines of virtuous wealth in our fields and forests, and the deve-
lopment of that wealth must constitute the leading employment and controlling
interest of Upper Canada. The agriculturists are likely to continue to be, 8¢
they now are, the people of Canada. The commercial and manufacturiog
interests are mere offshoots of the agricultural ; extend them as you pleasés
and the wider the better, and they cannot ever employ a twentieth of the popt”
lation ; magnify them as you may, they will be small fractions of the ma#s%
depending both for their character and existence upon the agricultural populs”
tion. The increasing tens of thousands who are migrating to and growing
up in our country will be chiefly agricultural. Its laws will be given, its
commerce and manufactures will be regulated, the character of its govemme“‘
will be determined, and its interests will be decided by an agricultural popt”
lation. Our Counties will give laws to Towns, and not Towns to Counties*
and whether patriotism or faction prevail in the councils of the Governmen®
or whether quietness or commotion reign throughout the land, will depend upo?
the farmers of Canada ; and they will be the arbiters, whoever may be the
originators, of our country’s destinies.

e
{

Why then, of all classes in the country, should the farmers, as a body, b
the least educated ?  Why should institutions be endowed for the education ©
lawyers, and none for the education of farmers? Arc the former so muc
more important than the latter?  Why should not the farmer speak and writé
his mother tongue as correctly as the lawyer ? and why not understand the
Government and institutions, and domestic and foreign interests of the coun‘ry
as well 7 And why not with equal ability and intellicence represent and 8%
vance its interests T An educated lawyer, rich in mental treasures, refined i
taste, honest in principle, sound in judgment, eloguent in speech, with acti":
faculties and habits, is undoubtedly an ornament, a safeguard, a blessing to "n'f
country ; but he is so, not because he is a lawyer, but because he is a man
knowledge, talent and virtue—eudowments which if equally possessed by the
farmer or mechanie, will make him cqually a guardian, an honour, and beﬂet
factor of his country. It is the mea and not the profession which constitﬂt’"’:
the character.  And it is the mind——in the largest sense of the term, in¢ .“h
ing the conscience and the affections, as well as the understanding———wh‘“
makes the man ; and it is the culture of this which makes the ditference
tween savaye and civilized nations—between the boor and the scholary t 3
statesman and the peasant~—between Bacos, when he was learning his A B
C's, and Dacox after he had made th» circle of the sciences~~between NewT®
when he was keeping sheep, and NEwro~N when lLe was explaining the Is i
of the universe—between the least educated farmer in Canada and the H ¢
the Government. Mind is the gift of God, and to the farmer, not less the?
the philosopher ; but the development of mind in the different department? 0‘
~human knowledge and human industry, is the work of man. And the po¥ ’
of each individual, or of each class of individuals in & community, is in Peﬁ
portion to their intellectual and moral development. It is this which m#
the Bar the guides of public opinion and rulers of the land, though con®
ing less than one per cent. of the population ; it is the absence of this W .
leaves the agriculturists almost without a representative in the administrat!
of civil affairs, though constituting nine-tenths of the emire population. Oug

this so to be?  Ought not the positive as well as negative power of 8 b
in public affairs to be in proportion to their numbers and wealth ? This

gitol
ich
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less ought to be ; but it cannot be until the education of farmers generally is
€qual to that of other classes of the community., And this is the first ground
on which I urge the importance of education to an agricultural people, that
they may occupy their appropriate position of power and influence in compa-
Tison with the other classes of the population.

Another ground on which I would urge the education of farmers is, that
they may enjoy the contentment and happiness of whish agricultural life is
Susceptible. To be born, to eat, to drink, to grow up, to toil, to decay and die,
18 the mere life of animals ; and human beings that do and know no more,
Tise not above the animal tribes. Such ignorance may be bliss, but it is the
bliss of brutes, not of intellectual beinge. And who wishes any portion of
our country’s population to be reduced or suffered to remain in such a state of
degradation ? a state dangerous alike to liberty and law, and destructive of
Tational happiness. To such a state there is a tendency in a rural community,
the members of which are sparcely settled, isolated from each other, and
Wholly occupied in providing for physical wants. Their views, their feelings,
their enjovments are thus liable to become materialized ; and what they shall
eat and drink, and wherewithal they shall be clothed, to form the limits of
their ambition and pursnits. 'The aspiring and active minds in such a com-
Munity, who look beyond this nutshell of materialism, are apt to associate
Such narrowness of thought and enjoyment with agriculture itself, to view it
With contempt and disgust, and, in order to attain to a position of importance
and influence, betake themsclves to other fields of enterprise and activity,

hus the agricultural class loses its most promising and gifted members, and
Sustains a corresponding loss in the scale of social progress and influence.

It is not, indeed, to be supposed, ror is it to be desired, that the sons of
Agriculturists shonld, in all casog, follow the business of their fathers, as was
Yequired by law in regard to all the professions and trades 1n ancient Egypt,
nd gs is still the case among some nations of Asia. This principle of caste,
18 not compatible with civil frerdom, nor with the free scope of individual
Caterprise, or with the essential conditions of public prosperitv.  ¢In a free
State of society where agriculture has unrestricted and profitable intercourse
With all other interests, it is to expected that peculiar talents, inclinations, and
Circumstances will prompt many changes from agricultural to commercial,
Wanufacturing and professional life.  And it is well that all other pursuits
8hould thus be connected with the farm-house. But such changes should not

dictated by any supposed meanness in the farm-house, as a mere mana-
Zerie—or in the farm, as a place of cattle—labour,—but from the same con-
Siderations which govern the scions of noble families to pursue arms, or law,
9 commerce, or agriculture. And this will be the case, provided the farm-

Ouse be equally with the house of the merchant, or manufacturer, or la\vym-,
the ahode of intelligence and rational enjoyment, and, therefore, of rrspect-
}hility and honour. Andwhen the farm-house is thus the abode of mora] apg
Intellectual wealth, as well as of material plenty, few will be disposed to
QXchangc its virtuous quiet for the chances and turmoil of other pursuits, Let
e farmer’s fireside be the place of reading, reflection and conversation, such
8 appertain to intelligent and improving minds, and where is there a scene
Ore attractive ? Where can the bricks and mortar of a city present ebodes
! safety and enjoyment comparable with the rural residences of a peaceful, a
Muous and intelligent population ? The absence of variety of subjects to
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stimulate curiosity, leaves the mind free to read the works of the wise and
good of all nations and of all times, given, as they are, to the farmer in his
own native tongue—his accustomed solitude and quiet give scope to his own
reflections upon this growing knowledge. While his opportunities of conver-
sation in his family and neighbourhond are just frequent enough to make it
ever agreeable. Not to dwell upon the pleasures of reading and thought—
how are those pleasures diffused and multiplied by conversation in the family
and neighbourhood ! The family needs not ingress or egress for it amusement
or delight, for it lives, farm-like, within itself, and so much the better, as the
youthful race grow up into the enjoyments of their parents. And the neigh-
bourhood is not dull for good society, as some superficial citizens may think ;
but glows daily with the pleasures of sensible and refined conversation—such
as is not often the saloons of wealth and fashion, but is already in some in-
stances found, and ought every where to abound, in the calm country retreats
in the farm-house and fields, and groves and walks of our rural District.’
think there is no secular employment to which one becomes so such attacheds
and which affords such increased pleasure in its pursuit, as agriculture, carrie
on scientifically and to the best advantage., Other employments are chose®
and followed with view to their profits, and are usnally abandoned as soon 83
a fortune is amassed ; but every step in the progress and improvement of agl'i‘
culture adds a fresh charm to its pursuit, while its results present fresh beat”
ties to the eye, and create new sources of physical and intellectual enjoyment:
The hand of industry will add ever growing beauties and attractions to the
cottager's acre and the landlord’s domain. In the chemistry of his soils an
manures, in the botany and vegetable physiology of his garden, fields af
forests ; in the animal physiology of his stock and poultry, in the hydraulic®
of his streams and rivulets, and the geology and mineralogy of their banks, i
the mechanics of his tools, and the natural philosophy of the seasons, an
the application of this varied knowledge to the culture of his lands, the car
of his flocks, and the improvement of his estate, he finds exhaustless subject®
of inquiry, conversation and interest, and all eonnected with his own posses”
sion, associated with his own home, and involved in his own prosperity. Thv%
by observations, experiments and labours, each ficld and forest, cach orchard
anl grove, each garden and wallk, each hill and vale, each rock and rill wil
become endeared by a thousand pleasing recollections and delightful associs”
tions, from youth to old age, and thus will the Canadian farmer’s place of abo e
be his earthly paradise ; and no Highlander will sing with more enthusiasm 0
his native hills and glens than will the educated farmer of Canada contempl®
his native or adopted home. It is well known that General W asiingTox, afté
he had succeeded in founding the American Republic, devoted himself to ! o
cultivation of his farm at Mount Vernon. e had attained high milit?’y
distinction in being the first, as well as last, successful opposer of Briti®
power and prowess, and in establishing a new system of Government ; but n
his last and ripest years, this remarkable man stated the results of his ow?
experience in the following words : —* The more I am acquainted with agn”
cultural affairs, the more I am pleased with them ; insomuch that I can P¢"
where find so great satisfaction as in those innocent and useful pursuits. In
indulging these feelings I am led to reflect how much more delightful to ¢ 3
undebauched mind, is the task of making improvement on the earth, that ;:,d
the vain glory which can be acquired from ravaging it by the most unintersup
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Career of conquest. And I know of no pursuit in which more real and im-
Portant services can be rendered to any country than by improving its agri-
Cultare.”

But there is another ground on which the importance of education is com-
Mmended to the most earnest attention of farmers : It is the advantage which it
gives them in pursuing their business in the most economical and profitable
Manner ; it contributes to their gain, as well as to their happiness. It is
Power created and labour saved. In manufactures and commerce, the applica-
r tion of science is felt to be essential to success in this age of improvement
and keen competition.  Old modes of manufacture would be ruinous, as would
old modes of travelling and trans-shipment. The cotton gin, by employing a new
Mode of separating the seed from the material which adheres to it, has added
One-third to the value of all the cotton-growing lands of America and other
Countries ; the spinning-jenny and power-loom have reduced the expense on all
Wearing apparel two-thirds, so that the people of this age can clothe them-
Selves for one-third the expense incurred by their forefathers; the invention
and improved application of machinery have reduced the average prices of
Sheffield hardware and cutlery more than sixty per cent, since 1818 : steam
hasg superseded animal power, and even the winds of heaven, and brought dis-
tant continents into convenient neighbourhood with each other ; men travel

y steam, print newspapers and books by steam, ard talk by lightning. And
the employment of these and innumerable other inventions and improvements
1s absolutely essential to the least success in both commerce and manufactures,
And are the agriculturists of Canada alone to remain where they were half a
1 Century ago? Have chemistry and mechanics done so much for manufactures
d commerce, and have they done nothing for agriculture 2 And are several
Other branches of natural science to bring so much gain to the trader, and
Contribute nothing to the profits of the farmer ? It remains for farmers to say
Whether it shall be so or not. An agricultural education will be as advantage-
Ous to the farmer as a professional one to the lawyer, or a commercial and
Mechanical one to the trader or engincer. Take two or three examples, out
f a multitude which might be adduced, did time permit.

First, in reference to the soil, on the productiveness of which depends the
farmer’s interests and hopes, and as to the application of chemistry to its cul-
Yivation and improvement. Let Sic Humpurey Davy speak on this point :—

%1t is scarcely possible to enter npon any investigation in agriculture with-
Ot finding it connected, more or less, with doctrines or elucidations derived
from chemistry.

“If land be unproductive, and a system of ameliorating it is to be attempted,
the gure method of obtaining the object is by determining the cause of its
Sterility, which must necessarily depend upon some defect in the constitution
°f the soil, which may beeasily discovered by chemical analysis. Some lands
f good apparent texture are yet sterile in a high degree ; and common obser-
Vation and common practice afford no means of ascertaining the cause, or of
moving the effect. 'The application of chemical tests in such cases is ob-
Vious ; for the soil must contain some noxious principle which may be easily

lscovered, and probably easily destroyed.

“ Are any of the salts of iron present ? They may be decomposed by lime,
18 there an excess of silicious sand? The system of improvement must
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depend on the application of clay and calcareous matter. Is there a defect of
calcareous matter? The remedy is obvious. [The application of vegetable
matter.] Is an excess of vegetable matter indicated 7 It may be removed by
liming and burning. 1s there a deficiency of vegetable matter ? It is to be
supplied by manure.

% A question concerning the different kinds of limestone to be employed in
cultivation often occurs, To determine this fully in the common way of ex-
perience, would demand a covsiderable time, perhaps some years, and trials
which might be injurious to crops ; but by the simple chemical tests the nature
of a limestone is discovered in a few minutes ; and the fitness of its applica-
tion, whether as a manure for different soils or as a cement, determined.”*

Respecting the errors arising from an ignorance of the mode in which limeé
operates in fertilizing land, and from not knowing why its application would
be as injurious in one case as it would te beneficial in another, Mr. FALKNER
an eminent English agriculturalist, remarks, that ¢“the application of this
manure is most suitable when soils contain a great quantity of rough vegeta~
ble matter, which quick lime breaks down or decomposes, and thus renders 8
portion of it soluble in water. Thouygh this cperation is understood by someé
they are not aware, that, in this case, a portion is taken up by the lime, from
which it cannot afterwards escape, and is therefore lost to the uses of vegetd~
tion as soluble matter or manure. This ig, however, an unavoidable conditioB
of the benefi afforded by lime under such circtmstances,  But the ‘gnorancé
of this operation leads ofter to a great misapplication,  The author has ofteB
seen farmers mix quick lime with dung or halt decomposed manure, and eve?
put it upon land recently [olded with sheep, which is obviously improper, 88
the lime in this case unites with a portion of the soluble manure and destroy®
it 1

The distinguished anthor of the work on British IIusbandry has observed i
regard to the application of manures from the farm-yard to different kinds ©
soil, “that warm and cold soils require manures of a contrary nature. A
advanced stage of their fermentation is in some cascs less favourable to vege”
tation than in others ; and in the instance of potatoes, it is well known thet
horse stable dung is employed with more cilvet alone, than when mixed.
may, thereforey be advisable that horse litter, in particular, should be separatt"ly
kept in the yards, not merely for the purpose just mentioned, but that, as being
of a hotter ature than any cormmon dung, it may be mixed with that of athe!
cattle in such proportions as may be thought best adapted to the purposes fo
which the compost is required.”

On this subject, Sir Homparey Davy has remarked,—¢ There has been ’.’0
Guestion on which more difference of opinion has existed, than the stat€ i
which manure onght to be ploughed into the land ; whether recent or whe? !
has gone through the process of fermentation ; but whoever will refer to the
simplest principles of chemistry cannot entertain a doubt on the rubject.
soon as dung begins to decompose, it throws off its volatile parts, which 8%
the most valuable and the most efficient. Dung which has fermented, so 8° 1
become a mere soft cohesive mass, has generally lost from one-third to Oneli
half of its most useful constituent elements; and that it may exert its

. e

* Davy’s Agricultural Chemistry. 1 British Husbandry.
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action upon the plant, and lose none of its nutritive powers, it should evidently
be applied much sooner, and long before decomposition has arrived at its
ultimate results.”*

These remarks and authorities, which I have introduced in reference to soils
and one or two kinds of manures—illustrative of the necessity and great ad-
vantage of some knowledge of chemistry in the most profitable culture and
Judicious application of each—might be indefinitely extended to the various
modes of culture, and various kinds and applications of manures, to the elements
and offices of both air and water, of light and heat, and the importance of a
knowledge of them to the farmer ; but these must suffice on this point.

If we turn from the soil to the seed, the plants, the trees, and the fruits, and
from thence to the flocks and herds, which altogether constitute the farmer's
productive wealth and his constant care, we can scarcely conceive of any
knowledge more useful, as well as interesting to him, than that of the vegeta-
ble physiology of the former and the animal physiology of the latter, together
with the bext modes of cultivating the ove and rearing the other. 1low great
is both the advantage and enjoyment of the instructed over the uninstructed
man in these departinents of agriculture 7 Itis as great as the advantage of
the educated anatomist and physician over the vneducated guack—as great as
that of the n-ariner skilled in the scicnee of navigation cover the szilor who
knows nothing beyond the ropes and helm of the ship—as grear os that of the
scientific mechanic over the journeyman who knows nothing of the principles
of mechanics, and whose knowledge extends not bevond making smooth boards,
joints and mortices, as dirccted by another.  Farmers can never cultivate their
gardens, plant and improve their orchards, till their ficlls, adorn their premises,
and rear their flocks to advantage, without knowing the why and wherefore of
each step of their procedare, any more than can the mathematician, in demon-
strating a theoran, cr the statesman in goveruing a kingdom.  The precuniary
loss sustained by an ignorant farmer is not easiiy estimated, and is only
equalled by his loss of pleasure and satisfaction, arixing from an scquaintance
with the constitution and laws of those parts of the Creator’s works with
which he has to do; and the clementary knowledge preparatory to which
should fori a part of our system of agricultural education.

But the farmor has also to do with implements and machinery of different
kinds, and with various application of animal and mechanical power in the
prosecution of his work. The Honorable J. Burern, late President of the Ag‘!‘i—
cultural Society of the State of New-York, in an excellent work, called the
Farmers Instructor, remarks, on this point, that « many of our farm imple-
ments have undergone improvement ; yet there are others which have bLeen
cither partially introduced, or are hardly known, that are calculated to abri:’.ge
labour and to increase the profits of a farm.  There exists a great disparity in
the quality of implements.  In ploughs, for instance, there is a differepce
which eludes superficjal observation, particularly in regard to the force re-
quired to propel them, that is worth regarding. 1 have scen this diflirence in
what have been termed good ploughs, amounting to nearly fifty per cent., or
one-half, 'I'he perfection of our implements is intimately connccted with a
correct application of mechanical science, a branch of knowledge hitherto too

* Davy’s Agricultural Chemistry,
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little cultivated among us.”* It is also to be observed, that equal loss is fre-
quently sustained by an erroneous application of power to machinery. In
order that power of any sort may be turned to the best account we must be
acquainted with the principles upon which its application depends. I have
seen not far from one-half of the strength of a team wasted by the mode of
harnessing and attaching to carriages, carts, timber and agricultural imple-
ments. A little knowledge of the elements of mechanies—such as should be
taught in every good Common School—will save the farmer from much loss,
and secure to him much gain, both in the construction of agricultural imple-
ments and the application of power in the use of them.

Nor will it be less advantageous and interesting to the farmer to possess (as
he might do in & short time) such a knowledge of mensuration as to be able
to measure his fields ; and so much kill in Linear drawing as to be able to
present to the eye his erections, his impliments, the intefesting aninials and
objects on his farm, or which might fall under his observation ; and such a
kuowledge ot accouuts as will enable him to transact his business in trade with
ease and correctness, and ascertain, in order and scparately, the expenditure
and profits covnected with the cultivation of each field, each kind of vegeta-
bles, and grain and stock, and by thus balancing the profit and loss of each, 10
ascertain not only the gross results, bat the results in detail, and to modify his
plans and labours accordingly. Such a mode of procedure is not only in-
teresting as a recreation and mutter of curiosity, and as furnishing many pleas-
ing topics of conversation, but is useful as a habit, and highly impertant as a
remedy against Josses and a wmeans of economical and profituble labour, It i3
thus that the skiltul dealer, by keeping an accurate account of the profit and
loss of each leading article of his trade, knows how to vary his selections from
time to time, s0 as to secure the carliest and largest returns for the least ex-
penditure of tire and money. Nor should the farmer be less prudent and
skilful than the trader. ’

Now, the elementary knowledge involved in such an education extends not
beyond our mother tongue and may be taught in our Common Schools, within
the period during which farmery’ sons are usually sent to them, and can easily
be accomplisheil by the use of improved School Books, improved methods of
teaching and o corresponding improvement in school teachers : which it is the
grreat object of our Provincial Normal School to effect. And then the develop-
ment and practical application of that knowledge will be indefinitely promoted
by suitable circulating librarics in connexion with Common Schools. T trust
in less than a twelve-month the Board of Education will feel itself warranted
in selecting books for such libraries and ascertaining and providing the chesp-
est methods of procuring and rendering them accessible to all parts of the
country ; so that every farmer and his family can have access to a hundred
volumes of appropriate and eutertaining bocks per annnm for less than as many
pence. But the preparatory instruction of the school is requizite to invest the
perusal and study of evensagricultural books with the interest and bencfit they
are caleulated to impart.

1, then, earnestly and afioctionately put it to the farmer, whether the attain-
ment cf the practical, and appropriate, and, I may add, accessible, education

N et

* Vol. ii. p..10.
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above indicated, is not essential to the maintenance of their position in society,
to the enjoyment of the domestic satisfaction and social happiness for which
their situation and pursuits are so favourable, and for the success of their la-
bours and the advancement of their best interests ? Permit me to say that I
speak as a native of Canada—as the son of a Canadian farmer, and as having
devoted some of my early years to agricultural pursuits—and as most fervently
desirous ot conferring upon the rising and coming generations of Canada
advantages which the country at large could not afford to agricultural youth in
my own school-boy days. It becomes us, the grown up generation of Cana-
dian farmers and inhabitants to avail ourselves of all the facilities of instruc-
tion, improvement and rational enjoyment within our reach ; and it becomes
us especially to lrave to those who are growing up around us, and those who
shall succeed us, the legacy—the priceless legacy—of institutions and means
of education suitable to the wants, competition and progress of their age and
country.

I cannot conclude this part of the subject without making two additional
remarks. The first is, that what I have <aid respecting the education of far-
mers and farmers’ sonz, is equally applicable and equally important in reference
to the education of farmers’ wives and farmers’ davghters—those lichts and
charms of the domestic cirele—without whose co-operation and intelligence,
industry and virtue, the farmer’s labours wonld be in vain ; his heme weuld be
homeless and his life a scene of hopeless perplexity and toil.  The variation
between the cducation of farmers’ sons and daughters are confined to a few
particulars——the leading features and the solid branches are the same ; and
the botany of the garden and fieldx, and the chemistry of the kitchen and dairy,
the natural Listory of the pastured inhabitants of the farm, together with the
whole circle of domestic accounts, appertain peculiarly to the matron and
daughters of the farm-house, besides the other ordinary and general knowledge
which adorns and elevates the =ex ; in which I may mention what I Lope to
see taught to the sons and daughters of our entire population—veeal music—
an art and accomplishment which uften converts the domestic fireside into a
paradise, refines and promotes social feelings and enjoyments, and blesses the
Churches of the land.  But let it not be imagined that T would wish to see
farmers’ wives and daughters lay aside country plainness and simplicity of
manners and attempt the silly foppery of city fashions and vanities. T have
found in more than ene instance that a city or village belle is as superficial and
ignorant as she is fine and vain, while a well educated farmer’s danghter is as
intelligent and well informed as she is plain and modest,  On this point I can
both adopt and endorse the following words of an intelligent American : “How
important, especially—not a literary, not a learned, not a lady-like (those are
not the words,)—but a considerate, a reflecting, a studious, a cultivated, a refined
and sensible wother : a mother capable of winning and keeping the confidence
of her children; of securing honcur {rom both sons and daughters as they rise
to manhood and womanhood. Such a mother have I seen not unl'reqx;em)y
in the farm-house, herself bred in the farm-house : the help-mect of 4 father
not a stranger to ont door tuils and cares, yet the fit companion of g cultivated
woman—her fit associate in training intellect and taste aud-religion in children,
thriving like olive-plants round about their table.  Delightful instances occur
to my mind where the working father and mother have been surrounded with
sons and daughters, versed not only in all common education, but in the histo-
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ries and classics of their native tongue ; where not distant from the plough
and the spinning wheel, the most liberal studies have been pursued, and the
most refined éonversation enjoyed ; scenes which intercourse with other coun-
tries and many cities, and with the refined and intelligent of the highest classes,
has not cast into the shade.”*

My second and last remark is, that the Education to which I have had refe-
rence in the foregoing observations, and which I believe to be essential to the
well being of an agricultural population, is Christian—using the term in the
sense of the Scriptures, from which it js derived, as embracing what Christians
of every form of worship hold in common, without reference to the peculiarities
of any. I do not regard any instruction, discipline or attainments as Educa-
tion which does not include Christianity. Iligh intellectual and physical
accomplishments may be associated with deep and moral degredation and public
debasement. This was the case with Athens in the times of I'EricLEs and
DEMosTHENES; it was so with Rome in the Augustan age; it was so with
France during the Directory and Republic. It is the cultivation and exercise
of man’s mural powers and feclings which forms the basis of social order and
the vital fluid of social happiness 1 and the cultivation of these is the province
of Christianity, The extent and application of this principle in our Schools
1 have explained at larce in my Report on a System of Pullic Elementary
Instruction for Upper Canada ; and I will conelnde what T have now to say in
the expressive words of the Prosident of Amherst College, in the United States ¢
“ A more Utoplan dreata never visited the brain of a sensible man, than that
which promises to usher in a new golden age by the diffusion and thorongh-
ness of whet is commonly understood by Popular Education,  With all its
funds, and improvad School-houses, and able Teachers, and grammars, and
maps, and blackboards, such an cducation is esséntially defective. Without
moral priveiple at botton, to guide and control its energies, cducation is 8
sharp sword in the hands of a practised and reckless fencer. I have no
hesitation in saying that, if we could have but one, moral and religious
cultare ix cven more important than a knowledge of lettersy and that of the
former caunot be excluded from any system of popular education without
infinite hazard.  Tappily the two, =o far from being hostile powers in 8
common domain, that they are nataral allies, moving on harmoniously in the
same rizht line, and mutually strengthening cach other.  The more virtue you
can infuse into the hearts of vour pupily, the better they will improve theif
time, end the more rapid will be their proficiency in their cemmon studies.
The most snccessful Teachers have found the half hour devoted to moral and
religious instruction, more profitable to the scholar than any other half hour in
the day : and there are no Teachers who govern their Schools with so much
ease as this class.  Though punishment is sometimes necessary, where moral
influence has done its utmost, the conscience is, in all ordinary cases, an infi-
nitely better disciplinarian than the rod. When you can get a School to obey
and study hecause it is right, and from a conviction of accountability to God,
vou have gained a victory which is worth more than all the penal statutes in
the world ; but you can never gain such a victory without laying great stress
apon religious prineiple in your daily instructions.”t

e i

* American Institute of Instruction, vol. v. p. 53.
t Lecture before the American Institute for Instruction, at Boston, 1843.
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From the Teacher Taught.

ORTHOGRAPHY.— CAUSES OF BAD SPELLING, AND THE
REMEDY.— MODES OF SPELLING.

“ ORTHOGRAPHY teaches the nature and powers of letters, and the just
method of spelling words ;” or, it “treats of letters, syllables, words, and
spelling.”

Correct spelling is only one part of orthography ; it seems to me particu-
larly important to direct the attention of children to the whole subject, before
they can be perfect in this.

The time has been, when very particular attention was paid to the sounds
of the vowels, diphthongs, triphthongs, and consonants. I have heard scholars
twelve years old analyze words of two or more syllables, selected promis-
cuously from a reading lesson, giving to each letter its sound according to
the common pronunciation, and correctly fixing the accent.

Children cannot be taught to spell accurately, unless the teacher under-
stand the principal causes of bad spelling.

[ consider inattention to the letters that compose the word, and ignorance of
the sounds of thosc letters, the two leading causes of erroncous spelling. I
mention these two together, because they are intimately connected, and remedy
for each is the same. A friend of mine received a letter commencing thus,
“ My dear Cur.” It is plain that this error of spelling arose from ignorance
of * the nature and powers of letters.” It is one of the first princip'es of
orthography, that ¢ befere a, o, and u, sounds like k.  If the writer had been
taught this truth in the Common Scliool, he would have known that C u r and
S i r sound very differently.  In a letter now lying upon my table, written by
a young ledy of more than ordinary opportunities for education, 1 find the
following words, “conterary,” % vige,” “saifty,” and “ maney.,” 1 amvery
contident that this young lady never attended much to the sound of letters, or
to the composition or analysis of wwords ; if she had, she would have discovered
that her epelling was erroneo:-.

More attention shonld be given to the simple and combined sounds of letters.
In very many schools, and I fear in most of them, this subject is entircly
negiected. [ fhiave made inquiries of many voung people in regard to this
matter, and have not been so fortunate as to find one who cver received any
such instruction.

Some may be ready to say that this subject is too refined and intricate to
be taught in Common Schools with any success. It is of no use to dispute
with an objector. The guestion can be brought to the test of experiment.
I was taught the sound of letters in the Common School, and understood them.
I have taught the same to many children, and I believe they understood the
ssbieet, and were deeply interested in the study.

Another cause of wrong spelling is, ignorance of the meaning of worde.
A member of an academy recently used in his composition the word fourfathers;
his teacher told him he probably meant his futher, grandfather, great-grand-
father, and great-great-grandfather. Another student, having occasion to
speak of tory faces wrote it rycfaces. Errors in spelling arising from this
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cause can be remedied by teaching children, more perfectly the definitions of
words, of which I shall speak in another chapter.

A third class of errors in spelling scems to procecd from the want of a well-
cducated eye. 'There are individuals who spell well orally, but if they are
required to write these words they are very sure to spell them wrong. They
will use wrong letters, omit or misplace some of thom, so that the reader is
often puzzled to decipher the meaning. Such persons seem unable to perform
the meuntal act of spelling and the muscular operation of writing at the same
time. The mind is so much occupied with the latter exercise, that it neglects
the former. Dad epelling arising from this cause, is prevalent among those
who seldom write. This cvil may be remedied by vrequiring the pupils to
write the words pronounced by the teacher upon a slute instead of spelling them
orally,  Let cach member of the class wrile the same word ; after as many
words have been written as were intended to be spelled at that time, let the
teacher take the slate of the one at the head of the class, and he that of the
one next below him, and so on, and then let each scholar corrcet any error he
may find on the slate he holds in his hand. In this way the eye may be educated
to detect an error as readily as the ear.

A fourth cluss of errors in spelling procecds from the want of a well
cducated ear. A young lady says, “1 should of written.” She uses of instead
of have, partly because her car does not distinguish sounds accurately. This
source of error will be avoided by requiring children to write the words they
hear pronounced, and by iustructing them better in the sounds of letters.

The last class of errors in spelling that 1 shall mention proceeds from
ignarance of a few simple rules.  Many write comeing loveing, &c. They
would not thus ere if they had been tanght that *“the final ¢ of a primitive
word is generally ommitted Lefore an aditional termination beginuing with
a vowel.” )

Some write lodgment, and thoreby violate the rule which requires that ¢ the
final e of a primitive word should be retained if the a litional termination begins
with a consonant.”

Some scholars spell s ki 11 f uly, and thereby viclate the rule which requires
that primitive words cding in Il shoulld drop one 7 belore the suffix less, Sul, &e.
This class of errors connot be remedied unless the pupil be taught the rules of
spelling. It is strange that the authors of spelling-books so universally omit
zll these rules.

The common made of spelling is to put ont words to a class, and, when
one fails, to lot the next try, and the next, and <o on, until some one spells the
word correctly, who takes the place of the one who commenced it, as a reward
for his superior skill.  The object of this is to stimulate to greater exertion,
and this cffect it produces to a certain extent ; it often happens, however, that
two or three scholars in a class are superior to the others, and will keep at the
head constantly, Ilence an opportunity seldom occurs for the poorer scholar
to rise ; consequently, despairing of sccess, hie ceases to exert himself, Thus
the whole benefit of the system falls upon a few, and, unless it can be made to
affect every individual in the class, the system ought to be abolished. It fur-
thermore scems evident, that it is a bad principal to stimulate a scholar to
prepare a spelling exercise for the purpose of excelling his classmates. It is
@ good thing to excel, but to attempt to simulate a child to exertion by such
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4 motive is extremely dangerous. I believe that a child may be interested so
much in a spelling exercise, that he will exert himself to do well.  But if this
cannot be done, 1 have found, by long experience, that to make a scholar
‘ashamed of himself for not doing what he can, is attended with better effect
than to make him proud of himself for doing well. '

The common mode of spelling is therefore characterized by two prominent
faults ; it discourages the poorer scholars in the claes, and brings into exercise
a spirit of emulation and strife which, however harmless it may be in childhood,
has no doubt an unhappy influence upon the future character. It is the
&pirit which among political men is called party spirit, and among religious
men sectarian zeal. .

It is not well to pursue constantly one, two, or three modes of spelling.
Children are pleased with variety, and what interests them one week may not
the next.

The following mode, from the Annals of Education, must necessarily com-
mand very close attention.

¢ Suppose the class consists of six scholars. T assign them a definite
number of words, either in a dictionary or defining spelling-bock. These
they study, not only as to their orthography, but to their signification.  The
class being arranged, either in a semicircle, or upon three sides of a hollow
square, I put the first word. Suppose it Capital, and let the class be designa-
ted as A, B, C, D, E, F. The class proceeds ;—A says ¢—B, ¢,—C, p—
D pronounces cap—E, i,—F pronounces capi—A, t,—B, a,—C, l,—D pro-
nounces tal—E pronounces Capital.—F defines ; ¢ The chief city or town, in
a state or kingdom.” A repeats a sentence embracing i ; Bosion is the
cAPITAL of Massachusetls.

“'I'he first word being thus disposed of, T put the second, which is commen-
ced by B, and disposed of in the same way ; and thus through the lesson, If
E gives the wrong letter, or F does not pronounce correctly, the class raise
their hands,—the next mak~s the correction, and proceeds. If F hasnota
definition, or A a sentence, the next takes it, and the business goes on without
interruption. A class, when accustomed to spell in this manner, will proceed
with astonishing rapidity.

Children are som~times very much interested with the following method,
The teacher puts out a sentance, thus :

¢ The world lay hushed in slumber deep.”
The first epellz the, the second world, the third lay, and so on, until cach
word is spelled, then the next pupil in order repeats the sentence. This secures
the constant and fixed attention ol each scholar,

Apother mode cf spelling is to allow the whole class to spell together ; they
are required to sound cach letter and pronounce each syllable as one; the
principal advantage of this method is to habitute scholars to & distinctness of
articulation, and to nrouse them from a lifeless and dull manner of speaking.
It would not be beneficial to spell in this manner constantly, only when cir-
cumstances seems to Tequire.

The practice of choosing sides, which was common in former times, had
a very good effect in exciting ambition, and in securing a careful study of the
spelling-lessons, but there is reason to believe that its moral tendency was not
very good ; it is probable that it fell into disuse on this account.



272 Pournal of BWiucation

TASTE FOR READING.

Sir John Herschell has some admirable remarks on this subject—* Give &
man his taste,” says he, ¢ and you place him in contact with the best society
in every period of history—with the wisest, the wittiest, with the tenderest,
the bravest, and the purest characters which have adorned humanity. You
make him a denizen of all nations—a contemporary of all ages. This world has
been created for him. It is hardly possible but his character should take &
higher and better tone from the constant habit of associating with a class of
thinkers, to say the least of it, abcve the average of human nature.” What is
still farther in favor of this habit, it may be cultivated as amusement, not as
an occupation, and therefore may be possesed by any one; for it need not
interfere with any business of life, The testimony of literary men indeed
goes to show that literature itsclf should never be the sole employment even
of an author, that should be pursued only in the intervals of business as a
relaxation. Mr. Coleridge .speaks feelingly on this point, and recommends
to every literary man to have some occupation more or less mechanical, which,
requiring no labor of the mind, hours of leisure, when he can tarn to his books,
to be looked for with pleasing anticipations.

It will be found that the authors who have written most and who have
written best, were chiefly men of active lives whose literary labors were their
amusement,  Cicero, one of the roost voluminous of ancient writers, wasa
lawyer and a statesman, whose whole life was passed in a contention of the
forum or in tho service of the republic, insomuch that no great political event
of the perind is withcut some mark of his active participation therein.  Milton
was a school-master and a warm controversialist.  He was better known to
his contemporaries as the antagonist of Salmassius than as the author of Para-
dige Lost. What was Shakspearc’s life but a continued scene of active labors,
and those too of a very vexatious kind—for Lie was the manager of a theatre.
The voluminous works of Sir Walter Scott were written, no one could tell
how or when, so numerous were his other cecupations,

The knowledge derived from books, and that which is gained by a practical
acquaintance with the world, are not of such diverse natures that beth cannot
be pursued together. On the other haed, they act muteally as correctives ; the
one tends to liberate from narrow views, the other to give reality and truthto
intellectnal ennceptions,  There is moreover a certain freshness and elasticity
of mind required by mingling with the busines of life which enables cne to use
efficiently the knowledge derived {rom reading. Ile learns to understand the
character of men in various points of development, to compreliend the spirit of
the age, its wants, its tendencies, and to know how to accommodate himse!
accordingly.

But with authorship most of us have not much to do. Our puorpose was t0
ghow by the instances just cited that if men busied in the daily concerns of 1“?
could find time to write books, and voluminous ones how easily may ally )
they are so disposed, cultivate a taste for reading. There are few occupations
which do not allow intervals or fragments of time which may be thus employ®
without detracting any thing that is properly due to social intercourse. To
young persons especially does this refined and useful accomplishment commen
itself. 'The taste once formed will grow of itself : the mind will require #0
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urging to yield to it, but will look for each coming hour of leisure, and enjoy
it when it comes. Grosser delights will gradually loosen their holds upon the
affections as this gains strength. ¢ For there is,” says the same writer.whom
we quoted at the beginning, “a gentle, but perfectly irresistible coercion in a
habit of reading, well directed, over the whole tenor of & man’s character and
conduct ; which is not less effectual because it works insensibly, and because
it is really the last thing he dreams of.”

¢
P

[ S —

COLLOQUIAL TEACHING.

Every attentive observer will admit that more is accomplished in the' way
of learning in any given time, by a free conversation with a person who under-
stands his subject, than can be learned in the same time in any other way.
We are, therefore, in favour of teachers being on terms of intimaey with those
whom they teach. The magisterial reserve and austerity, which many teschers
think it necessary to put on for the purpose of supporting their dignity in the
government of a large school, are very unfavourable to the progress of learn-
ing in the dependant and inquiring scholar. The lips of the wise teacher
impart familiarly, wisdom and knowledge. Books, apparatus, maps, charts,
and other illustrations in vse, are always more or less necessary; but the free
lecture and the colloquial explanation make the matter plain and:doubly
interesting. Some of the most successful and best teachers in every age; like
Pestalozzi, have taught much by free conversation. How important, .then,
that every teacher should know how to talk, so as to be a good talker.: 'Thete
is really more of almost every person’s time given to talk, than to any otherote
thing. Both the manner and the matter of conversation ought, therefors, to
be formed and regulated from reference to the best models. A :gnod style of
conversation is useful for business, for amusement, for instruction,’ fo? mepi-
ment, for condolence, for charity, for friendship, and for all the mullifaribes
uges of civil and social intercourse among men,—therefore, let every teacher
and every scholar aim to become a good talker.

But what is it to be a good talker, and how is such accomplishmefit.to be
obtained ? In order to be a good talker, your words must be well chosen pnd
gracefully uvttered. You must avoid unnatural tones and awkwardness of
manner. Persons who are suffered to acquire a confirmed habit of using certain
expressions, because they are thought to be elegant or gquaint, ‘'or: wittyy will
not become a good talker. One who depends upon proverbs, adages and
Quotations, as illostrations, will not become a good talker. One who ‘aims at
great precision, as well as one who is careless in manner, will not-become g
good talker. Unseemly, low or vulgar words, are worse often than they seem,
They have influence in vitiating the taste and corrupting the heart. On the
contrary, right words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in pictures of siiver,

The words which are spoken give charncter to the speaker,—they have gone
‘out and are irretricvable. While unuttered thoughts are superseded of for-
gotten, these affect only the thinker ; while the uttered words may have made
2 lodgment in impressible minds that shall be enduring. How necessary, then,
that we talk aright, that both the language and the sentiment we utter shonld

such as is approved by the scholar, the lady or gentleman, and the christian.

.wit, sentiment and knowledge, combine and be set off with grace ‘and
R
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purity, and your conversation will teach and enlighten all that hear. Let every
instructor aim, therefore, to make his conversation instructive ; and this cannot
be done without learning to talk well.— Western (Cincinnati) School Journal

——p
TALENT ALWAYS WORTH A PRICE.

No men are more justly entitled to their prices, than truly qualified and
competent teachers. And this, not barely because of the value they give in
return, but because of the great outlay of time and money neccssary to preparé
for their profession. Some teachers have spent a dozen years in their prepa”
-ration, and have laid out many thousand dollars, a capital of time and money
sufficient to have made them rich in merchandize, or at any mechanical art-
Few persons can estimate the value of things, where results are produced with
ease, and in a moment. They must see the labour performed. Most cad
readily believe that a railroad, a canal, or a ship, is worth all the money asked
for it, but they cannot understand why a painting or a statute, shculd be he
at many thousand dollars. Nor can they in any way but be amazed thst
Paganini should expect twenty guineas for a single tune on the violin. A plainy
but frank-hearted and sensible farmer, once called at the office of a celebrated
lawyer in the south, and asked him a very important question, that could b?
answered in an instant, categorically—yes or no. “No,” was- pmmptl!
returned. The farmer was well satisfied. The decision was worth to himt
many thousand dollars.  And now the client about to retire, asked the lawyer
the charge for the information. “‘Ten dollars,” replied he. “Ten dollars !
ejaculated the astonished farmer, “ten dollars for saying no ’ Do you #€®
these rows of books, my friend ?" rejoined the lawyer, “I have spent many
years i reading them, and studying their contents to answer “no.” % Right '
Right " responded the honest farmer, “right! I cheerfully pay the o8
dollars.”"—Conn. School Munual.

————e——s

COMPARISON OF THE ANCIENTS AND ‘I'HE MODERNS.

A beautiful Eztract from a Discourse before the Literary Societies of Marshall Colleg®
by Joseph R. Chandler, Esq.

The ancients lived for time ; and they built for time. The immortality
which they courted was the perpetuation of a fame co-existent with human §ifér
protracted certainly with the succession of generations, but dependent up°®
human existence. They carved their name on the perishable things of th*
life ; but as they saw decay written upon all around them, they selected 8%
combined those which seemed least destructible in their composition, oF
possess the greatest claim to preservation ; and connecting their fame with
beauty or strength of these, they fondly imagined they had taken hold on eternity*

Whete are the temples that were to perpetuate the name and glory of som®
ancient conqueror ? The moisture of the clouds have moulded them into
elements. The winds of heaven have swept them away like a vapor, or (" 4
sande of the desert have charitably preserved the wrecks of these splend!
memorials,

Where are the imitations of the human form so exquisitely shaped, that
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Superstition, reversing the record of revelation, found its gods made in the image
of man? Where are now the immortals of Phidias and Praxitiles 7 The
christianized Athenian builds his household fire upon the altar stone of Minerva,
and
. Chok’d with its gods, the vex’d Pireeus roars !
This is the eternity, this is the immortality of ancient Greece.

The character of the moderns is moulded to eternity. The great impress of
& future life is on the heart ; and all their designs, all their longings are for
An immortality, whose era they may place beyond the date of time. Wisely
instructed in what eternity consists, they dedicate nothing to its glory which
is not in its nature wholly indestructible.

We build for eternity. The thousand simple edifices which supply a place
of worship in our cities, are sublime from the unity of sentiment which they
denote, and the common feeling of devotion which they inspire and perpetuate ;
but it is neither the solidity of the fabric or the beauty of the structure that
excites the emotion. It is the service to which it is dedicated ; the great
.Pervading sentiment of fear of God in which they are created, and love to
man which their use promotes, that consecrates them to the heart, and distin-
guishes them as the age of inspiration,— Virginia Radiz.

B

MISCELLANEOUS.

Eronxs axp Canges oX THE SurFacE
Or TaEx EarTE.—The history of our Globe
exhibits to us three grand periods : the first
Or preparatory period, when it was enriche
. *d only with vegetable life : the second,
When it was under the power of the brite
Creation ; and the third, when it was under
~ the dominion of man. This last period

18 again divisible into two—the antedilu-~
"Vian period, and that in which we ourselves
"live,  During this extensive portion of
“lime, numbering 4300 years, no event has

S¢curred of the same transcendent magni-
"tude as the deluge; but great changes,
both of ‘a local and general nature, have
Jaken place on our globe. Floods of vast
®xtent have swept over its surface ; suc-
Censions of mighty forests have flourished
4 decayed on the same spot. The seas
ve, in one region, quitted their ancient
b"is, and in another invaded and destroyed
he habitations of man. Earthquakes have
aken the mountain crests, and dislocated

e golid pavement of the Globe. Exten-

Sive lakes have poured out their conteuts,
ad recorded ‘upon their ancient shores the
. %tosions of the winds and waves. Huge
ses of rock have been transported from

their mountain crags to vast distances in
the plains below ; and that element with
whose desolating power we are all familiar,’
seems to have atone time exercised a more
tremendous energy, when in the form of
glaciers, it descended our valleys with
slackened pace but accummulated power—
grinding the granite flanks which held it—
crushing the forest trunks which stopped it
—poising on its crystalline pinnacles huge
blocks of stone, and carrying them aloog
its glassy viaduct over valleys now smiling
with lakes, and plains now luxuriant with
vegetation.— Edinburgh Review. .

Effects of Changes in the Sea.—The
mean depth of the sea is, according to La
Place, from four to five miles. If the exjs-
ting waters were increased only by ope-
fourth it would drown the earth, with the
exception of some high mountaing, If the
volume of the ocean were augmented only
by one eight, considerable portions of the
present continents would be submerged,
and the seasons would be changed all over
the globe. Evaporation would be so much
extended, that rains would fall continually,
destroy the harvest, and fruits, and flowers
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and subvert the whole economy of nature.
There is, perhaps, nothing more beautiful
in our whole system than the process by
which the fields are irrigated from the skies,
the rivers are fed from the mountains,
and the ocean restrained within bounds
which it never can exceed so long as that
process continues on the present scale.
The vapour raised by the sun from the eea,
floats wherever it is lighter than the atmos-
phere ; condensed, it falls upon the earth
i1 water; or attracted to the mountains,
it gathers on their summits, dissolves, and
replenish the conduits with which, extern-
ally or internally, they are all furnished.
By these conduits, the fluid is conveyed
to the rivers which flow on the surface of
the earth, and to the springs which lie deep
in its bosom, destined to supply man with
apurer element. If we suppose the sea,
then, to be considerably diminished, the
Amazon and the Mississippi, those inland
seas of the western world, would become
inconsiderable brooks; the brooks would
wholly disappear; the atmosphere would
be depived of its due proportion of humidity
all nature would assume the garb of desola-
tion ; the bird would droop-on the wing,
the lower anmials would perish on the
barren soil, and man himself would wither
away like the sickly grass at his feet.—
Quarterly Review.

. Suspition.—Oue thing you will learn fast
enough in the world, for it is potentin such
teaching—that is, to be suspicious. Oh,
cast from you for ever the hateful lesson.
Men do not think how much of their inno-
cency they ale laying down, when they
sssume a clothing whose texture is guile.
Beware of this mock protection. for you
can hardly use it without practising deceit.
I do not ask you to trust always; butl
would have you think well of men until
you find them otherwise. When you are
ouce deceived, either by anacted or a spo-
ken falsehood, trust that person no more.
I had it once laid down to me as an axiom
by a very dear friend (and 1 am ®o satisfied
of the precept’s truth as to make it a rule
of my life), that persons rarely suspect
others except of things which they are capa-
bie of doing themselves. Yes, these sha-
dows of doubting are generally flung from
pome bad realities within. You are looking
et your own image when you see 2o much

-simple, great, and ineffaceable. —M.

~re

vileness in your neighbour’s face. HoW
much better might not we ourselves be’
come, if we used more largely to others
that blessed charity which thinketh no
evil !— Dublin University Magazine.

Rules for Conversation.—Bentham fof
himself had made it a rule to avoid as much
as possible discussions whose results woul
leave matters where they were, with ‘the
risk of annoyance to both parties in the
progress of the discussion. Endeavour, be
sid, to assertain the opinions of other?
who are strangers to you, before you vet® ¥
tare to introduce vour own. Introduc?
them not if their opinions are so remote 8%
to be irreconcilable with yours. Say.pé%
¢ ] have a right to proclaim and defend ﬂ‘y’
opinion.” What isthe English of all tha!
1 have a right to give'pain—to make €8*
emies—to have backs turned and doors shot
against me.—7Tait’s Magazine.

The Bias of a Liberal FEducation.—W¢
do not besitate to say that ancient literatvf®
~the Greek and Latin languages—sho
be the foundation of the education of yout’
if you change the system, we venture v )
affirm you will cauae the national mi
degenerate. Infancy is pre-eminently s
for the study of language, because at
age the understanding, unfit for the exer’
cise of reflection, is well disposed for the
of mémory. * * Without the anci¢?
languages we do not know antiquityi
have but a pale, imperfect representat®
of it ; now, antiquity, we venture to sayr .
an age proud of itself, it that which "
most beautiful in the world. ]ndfpfﬂ,
dently of its beauty, it posseses for ch‘l{.
hood an unequalled merit—that of simP!
city. If simple fond be neceseary fof ©
body of & ¢hild, it will also be necessas? be
its mind; as their palates should not, i
palied by things too savoury, the D!
should not be stimulated by the oftes €
gerated beguty of modern literature:
Homer, Sophocles, and Virgil,
occupy, in the teaching of literaturé ‘M
same place that Phidias and Praxité f
occupy in the teaching of the Arte.
it is not merely words that childre? U
taught when they learn Latin and Gree |
they are noble and sublime thing®
history of human nature under ims$° 4

n 8
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REPORT OF THE NORMAL, MODEL AND COMMON SCHOOLS
IN UPPER CANADA, FOR THE YEAR 1847.

This document has been prepared and forwarded to Montreal. It extends
to 270 manuscript pages, of which about one-half are statistice—embracing
A great variety of information such as bas never before been collected in Upper
Canada. Notwithstanding the heavy commerciai and financial pressure
throughout the country last year, there is an increase in every branch of Com-
mon School operations ; and the increase is the larg\est under the heads of
* Bchool-rate bills and Attendance of pupils—branches which directly indicate
" the feelings and voluntary action of the peopte in their smallest municipal
divisions and divisions wholly independent of each other. The Report consists
of two Parts—the first Expository, the second Statistical—with-an Appendiz.
~ In the preparation of the statistical part of the Report, it has been found neces-
fary to go over every figure of every one of the local reports. We may give
- xtracts and a sumnary in future numbers. The following Table of Contents
indicates the character and topics of the Report :—

.

J’ CONTENTS.
b Parr 1. RerorT, &ec. |
! Paerx.
: Prefatory Letter to the Secretary of the Province,sseseseccenes fi—vi -
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Means employed to remedy this evil.—4. The eviis of improper
modes of forming and altering 8chool Sections.—5. Discretion-
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n, School Moneys.—1. Amounts raised by local Assessments and
Rate-bills.—2. Comparison with the State of New-York, os0s 23-26
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© V. Time of keeping open the Schools by qualified Teachers.—Com-
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Classification of Pupils and Subjects taught in the Schools,—
, Comparison with the State of New-York, seeeeeeceecaass., 42-46
VII. Pext-Books used in Schools.—Importance and difficulties of
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employed to introduce an uniform and proper series of Text-books
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Part 1. StaTIsSTICAL REPORT.

N. B.—The Statistics contained in each of the following Tables extend to each
Township in Upper Canada ; and of each Table a general abstract is made, compre”
hending all the Districts.

1. TaBLE A.—School Sections and Schools in operation—School

Moneys—Salaries. of .Teachers—General Abstract for the

Districts, €0 0cs 0008800000880 0r0sscscsseesocssseerososcse 110“134
2. Tasrg B.— Whole number of children of School Age—Pupils

attending the Schools, in Summer, and in Winter, of Boys, and

of Girls——Time of keeping open the Schools—Classification of

pupils and subjects taught in the Schools—General Abstract for

the DIstriCts, s eevuuesrseessorsosanssssssessessenses 134-158
3. Taere C.—Books used in the Schools—Modes of Instruction—

Teachers, male and female, qualified and unqualified—Certificate .

of qualification given to Teachers—Gen’l Abstract for Districts, 158—182
4. TasLe D.—Character of Schools—kind, sizes, titles, and condition :

of School-houses—General Abstract for the Districts, o0 eees 182-'206
B. TasLe E.—School-houses continued—Number and kind built or

rented during the year 1847—School Visits, by District Super-

intendents, Clergymen, Magistrates, District Councillors, and

other persons—Libraries—School Requisites~—~Grammar and

Private Schools—General Abstract for the Districts; eeesssa. 206-230
6. TaBLe F.—District Model Schoolgy s esssesesesccscasesses 230-232
7. TaBLE G.—]Normal School for Upper Camada—Receipts and ‘

. Expenditure of Special Grant of £1,500 up to the 28th of
August, 1848-—Receipts and Expenditure of the Annual Grant
“of £1.500 up to the 31st December, 1847,t 0essessnssscens 232'236
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No. 1. Copy of a Circular from the Chief Superintendent of Schools
to the District Superintendents, T'rustees, School Visitors,
and Teachers of Common Schools, making appointments
for his official visits—September—December, 1847,.... 236-240

No. 2. Extract of a letter to the Secretary of the Province report-

' ing the official visits of the Chief Superintendent of
Schools to the scveral Districts in Upper Canada—Sep-
tember—December, 1847, ccososearavsccaossesess 240-244

. No. 3. Circular to the Heads of City and Town Corporations, ex-
planatory of ths new system of Common Schools for Cities

_and Incorporated Townsin Upper Canada, .. seeeeceeses 244-250

No. 4. Circular to the Wardens of Districts in Upper Canada, on
subjects of great practical importance in regard to Com-
mon Schools, suggested by official tour—September— _
December, 1847, soesevsecieesccncnscsssnconcnees 250-258

No. 5. JAddress to Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada :
by the Chief. Superintendent of Schools, cceeeeeeeso. 258-266

No. 6. Terms of Admission into the Provincial Normal School,

Toronto, Se0scen0secerer0sreseePeerIe RS IRIOIETITRIOTS 266“268

No 7. General Rules and Regulations to be observed in the Pro-
vincial Normal Schooly «veeveosssesssssasacsess 268-269

No. 8. General Rules and Regulations to be observed in the Model
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et t—————
NATIONAL SCHOOLS IN IRELAND.
REPORT For 1847.

‘ ~ We perceive by the English papers, that on the 21st of August, a some-
what lengthened and animated debate took place in the House of Commons on
the National Schools in Ireland. Mr. HamrroN, member for the Dublin
University, moved that an Address be presented to Her Majesty, praying that
id may be given to the Established Chugch of Ireland to enable its Clergy

-and Laity to establish separate Schools from those established under the
direction of the National Board. At the commencement and conclusion of his
Speech on the subject, Lord Joux RusseLL remarked as follows :—

“This is a system which was established by Lord Stanley in 1832, It
as, since that time, received the support of successive Governments. Havi
been established by Lor} Stanley, it was continued by the administration of
8ir R, Peel, who refused to make any alteration with respect to these grants,
it has gone on to the present time constantly increasing in the number of its
schools and of its scholars. 'There had at first been at the utmost 100,000
Scholars attending the National Schools in Ireland, while there are mow
Upwards of 4000 schools, and upwards of 400,000 scholars. This i not,
there’fore, to be considered as an entirely new question, or a propoeal now
tought forward for the first time by Government ; but it is a system which,
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having been first proposed by Lord Stanley as an experiment, has been found
more successful than could have been expected, has extended itself very widely
in Ireland, and has been of very great use in that country.”

%For my part, I believe that a system which has now for sixteen years
gone on increasing—which was set on foot by Lord Stanley, which was
cafried on by the Government of Lord Grey, of Lord Melbourne, and of Sir
Robert Peel—for my part, I believe that such is worthy of the continued
support of this House ; and I should' much regret any vote which would
impair its efficiency and undermine its usefulness.

N

The motion of Mr. Hamilton was negatived, and the present system: of
Schools in Ireland was sustained, by & majority of 118 to 15.

We have received “ The Fourteenth Report of the Commissioners of
National Education in Ireland for the year 1847”—a document comprising
2086 ¢losely printed quarto pages. The amount of the Parliamentary grant is
£90,000 sterling per annum. The expense of the Narmal and Model Schools

. in Dublin for the year 1847, was £9,333 17s. 7d. sterling ; Salaries of
Teachers and Monitors in National Schools, £50,391 19s. 5d. ; Salaries of
School Inspectors, £9,322 1s, 7d.; the Book Department, £17,403 13s. 2d.;
Office of the National Beard in Dublin, including salaries of Secretaries and
Clerks, £3,961 3s. 8d. ; besides various miscellaneous items of expenditure.
We are sure the following extracts from the Report will be read with lively
interest :—

Total number of Schools.—The number of schools struck off the rolls
during the yeer, 1847, for various reasons specified in the Appendix, was 82 ;
14 others are suspended, which may hereafter be re-opened ; and 224 new
schools were added to the list. The total number of our schools, therefores
on the 31st of December, 1847, was 4,128, including those in operations
those suspended, and those towards the building of which we have promi
aid. The actual and expected attendance in these 4,128 schools, will be
429,728,

Salaries to Teachers.—The total amount of salaries paid to Nations!
teachers for the year ending 31th of December, 1847, was £50,391 19s. 5ds
being an increase, under this head of expenditure, as compared with 1846, of
£6,214 7s. 11d. We thought it necessary to explain, in our Report of last
year, and we now Trepeat the statement, that * we neither profess, nor are W8
authorised by the State, to make grants of salaries to teachers, except in oid
of local contributions from the Patrons of the schools, and from the parents of
the children. The salaries supplied by us are to be gegarded as only supple-
mentary to those local payments.” The same observation, regarding lo¢
contributions, is applicable to all other grants which we make.

We have long felt, however, that the rates of salaries, heretofore paid by
us, even with the local payments, were inadequate to secure the permane®
services of competent teachers ; and we, therefore, suggested that an incress®
should be made to our grant, in the hope that we should we enabled, in
course of 1847, to make a small addjtion to the salaries of our teachers
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Our application was acceded to, although the augmentation to_our grant was
ot so large as we recommended, or as we required, for various purposes
specified in our estimate, In fulfilment of our premise, we increased the
Balaries of our teachers, during the year, to a limited amount; and a further
augmentation will take place, in the current half-year, in the salaries of those
Wwho may receive promotion under the new scale of classification, to which we
referred in our last Report.

New scale of classification of Teachers.—The following is the arrange-
ment we have decided upon for the classification of the' teachers, under the
Tevised scale, which came into operation on the 1st of April of the present year.

Teachers of National Schools are divided into three classes, to which the
following salaries are respectively attached :— :

Males. l.i‘ema.lesf

1st Division, . . £30 . . , £24 per ennum.
First Class, 2nd Do, . . 2 .. . 20 ¢
3rd  Do., . .02 .., 18 “
1st Division, . . 20 . . . 15 “
Second Class, 3000 "p P T 18 Ll 11 o«
. 1st Division, . . 16 . . . 13 “
Third Class, 594 Do, . . 14 . . . 12 @
Probationery Teachers, . . . . 10 , . ., 9 &
Assistant Teachers, T L1 9 “
Mistresses to teach Needlework, . . — . . . 6 “

Salaries to Masters of Agricultural Schools,.—Masters of Agricultural
Model Schoels, with farms of from four to eight acres annexed, who are com-
Petent to conduct both the literary and agricultural departments, are to receive
£10 per annum, in addition to the salary of the class in which they may be
placed.

. Masters of National Schools, with a small portion of land annexed, con-
Bisting of from two to three acres, for the purpose of affording agricultural
instruction, will receive £5 per annum, in addition to the salary of their class,

. Provided they are competent to conduct both the literary and agricultural

departments, and that the Commissioners shall have previously approved of
agriculture being taught in the school.

Increased demand for books in the Colonies,.—We have the gratification to
ttate that the demand for our school-books in England and Scotland, is pro-
gressively increasing. Many of our Colonies, too, have been supplied during
the year with large quantities; and in some of them a system of public
instruction for the poor, similar in its general character to that of the Nationa)
8ystem in Ireland, as being equally adapted to a population of a mixed charae-
ter ue to their religious persuasions, is likely to be established. We have
%ent books and requisites to Australia, British Guiana, Canada, New Brune-
Wwick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Gibraltar, and Malta. A complete series
of our National School-books was also sent to Lord Seaton, the Governor of

tfu; and it is not improbable that they will be translated, at no distant
Period, into the Greek language, for the use of children attending schoals in
the Ionian Islands. ,
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Model Schools in Dublin.—We refer, with satisfaction, to the flourishing
state of our Model Schools in Marlborough-street ; they have fully sustained,
during the year, the high character they have so long enjoyed. The number
of pupils on the rolls upon the 30th September, 1847, was, males, 685 ;
females, 430 ; infants, 316—making = total of 1,431, The daily average
attendance has at various times, in the course of last year, considerably ex-
ceeded 1,000. .

Vocal Music, on Hullal's plan, continues to be successfully taught to the
pupils of the Model Schools, and to the teachers in training ; and is an attrac-
tive branch of instruction ; it infuses animation into the ordinary business of

the schools, and cannot fail, we think, under judicious management, to produce
beneficial results.

Drawing from Models.—The practical usefulness of teaching linear draw-
ing from models, is admitted by all who have seen the system in operation.
In the great majority of the German schools, and in the principal training
establishments in England and Scotland, it is carried on with great success.
The best judges on this subject have borne strong testimony to its applicability
to many of the most important purposes of daily life, and to the facility with
which it enables a skilful teacher to impart a knowledge of the art of drawing.
Feeling the importance of instructing the children attending our Model Schools,
and our teachers in training, in this methed of drawing, we have procured &

Master of experience, possessing the requisite qualifications for teaching ity
simultaneously, on a large scale. .

Religious instruction to the pupils of the Model Schools and the teachers in
training.—While every attention has been paid to the improvement of the
children in our Model Schools, in the various branches of their secular educa-
tion, the paramount duty of giving to them, and the teachers in training,
religious instruction, ha§ ot been neglected by those instrusted with that duty-
Upon this subject we deem it expedient to republish the statement made in ouf
Report of last year, which is as follows :—¢The arrangements for the separate
religious instruction of the children of all persuasions attending these schoolés
and also of the .teachers in training, continue to be carried into effect every
Tuesday, under the respective clergymen, with punctuality and satisfactione
Previously to the arrival of the clergymen, each of the teachers in training i#
employed in giving catechetical and other religious instruction to a small class
of children belonging to his own communion. These teachers attend theif
respective places of worship on Sundays ; and every facility is given, both
before and after Divine Service, as well as at other times, for their Bpil’itu‘l
improvement, under the directions of their clergy.”

Training of Teachers.—Qur training establishments continue in & proé-
perous state. We have trained, during the year, and supported at the publi®
expense, 224 National Teachers, of whom 137 were males and 87 were females-
We also trained 14 teachers not connected with National Schools, and who
maintained themselves during their attendance at the Model Schools. Thbe
total number of male and female teachers trained, from the commencement ¢
our proceedings to the 31st of December, 1847, is 2,044. We do not include
in this number those teachers who are not connected with National Schools.

Emportance of the training of Teachers,—With reference to the training
of teachers we have to observe, that the experience of each successive yest
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Strengthens our conviction of its importance. It is vain to expect that.the
National Schools, established in all parts of Ireland, will ever be effectively
conducted, or the art of communicating knowledge materially improved, until
a sufficient number of well-paid Masters and Mistresses can be supplied,
thoroughly qualified, by previous training, to undertake the office of teachers,
and feeling & zealous interest in promoting the great objects of their profession,

Improvement in every successive class of Teachers.—We have observed, with
satisfaction, a marked improvement in the appearance, manners, and ettain-
ments of every successive class of teachers, who come up to be trained in our
National ‘establishment. With reference to the two last classes, we have
ascertained that 34 teachers in the last, and 73 in the present, had been
originally educated as pupils in National Schools. It is from this description
of persons, to whom the practice of instructing others has been familiar from
their childhood, that we may expect to procure the most intelligent and skilful
taachers, to educate the rising generation of Ireland. It is a gratifying fact,
that the good feeling which has always prevailed among the teachers of differ-
ent religious denominations residing together in our training establishment,

has suffered no interruption whatever during the Jast year of extraordinary

public excitement.

Number of Agricultural Schools.—We had in operation, on the 31st of
December, 1847, 7 Model Agricultural Schools ; and we have made building

_ grants of £200 each to 10 others of this class, some of which are in progress.

In addition to those schools, there are 12 &her Agricultural Schools to which
small portions of land are attached ; and to the Masters of these we pay an
additional salary of £5 per annum for their agricultural services; and other
emoluments are secured to them by the local Managers. Since the commence-
ment of the present year, several applications have been received for aid both
to Model and ordinary Agricultural Schools ; so that we hope to announce, in
our next Report, the establishment of a greater number,

Agricultural Class Book.—W e have published an Agricultural Class Book
for the use of the advanced pupils attending the National Schools, whick it is
intended shall be read by all the pupils capable of understanding its contents.
The object of this little work is to explain, in as simple language as possible,
the best mode of managing a small farm and kitchen garden. Appended to it
are introductory exercises, in which the scholars should be examined by the
teachers, In order to render the lessons attractive, they have been thrown
into the form of a narrative, calculated to arrest the attention of young readers,
This reading book is not, however, designed as an Agricultural Manual for our
teachers. We propose to supply this want by the publicafion of a series of
Agricultural works, rising from the simplest elementary book, to scientific
teaching of a high character, and comprehending various branches of practi-
cal knowledge, bearing upon the subject of agricultural imstruction, We
distributed last year, among our teachers, a variety of cheap and usefu tracts,
Telating to the best modes of cultivating the soil, and providing against the
dearth of food ; an¥ we are now engaged in circulating, amongst our Masters,
Several other elementary treatises on husbandry, recently published under the
direction of the Royal Agricultural Society, and containing much valuable
information. -
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«8chool Libraries.—The want of School Libraries for the use of the children
attending our schools has been long felt. To compile a series of instructive
and entertaining works adapted to this purpose, would occupy a very consider-
able time, and require the assistance of many individuals well qualified for
compiling books suited to the minds of children. Under these circumstances,
we have adopted the necessary steps for the selection of a sufficient number
from those already published. Care will be taken that they are unobjection-
able, in all respects, to the members of every religious denomination. We
shall buy them from the publishers at the lowest cost, and sell them at reduced
prices to such of the Managers of our schools as may approve of their being
lent to the pupils. We shall also frame regulations for managing the School
Libraries when formed, which will insure a regular delivery and return of
the books. '

el nrermtis
CommoN ScHoorL Laws or THE STATE oF NEW-York.—The State Snpex:-
intendent, in his School Report for 1847, remarks as follows on this subject :—

“The outlines of the present system were established by the act, chapter
242 of the Laws of 1812 ; but the supervisors were not required to raise
upon the towns an amount by tax equal to the sum apportioned previous to the
act, chapter 192 of the Laws of 1814 ; and the districts did not receive en
amount equal to both sums, until 1818. No report of money paid on rate-bills
was made previous to the year 1828, when $297,048.44 appear to have been
contributed by individuals in this mode, for the payment of teachers’ weges;
and the average expense for tuition was $1.09 and a fraction on the whole
number of children taught. As before remarked, the present system took its
form in the legislation of 1812, when the appointment of a Superintendent of
Common Schools was provided for, and the duties discharged by a separate
officer until 1821, when they were devolved upon the Secretary of the State.
Although our school laws have been repeatedly amended and altered, and even
re-enacted entire, for the purpose of presenting a complete system in one acts
it is & curious, if not remarkable fact, that many of the provisions of the very
last enactments are found expressed in language almost identical with the laws
first passed. More than half a century has elapsed since the first appropris-
tion of moneys was made from the treasury, *for the encouragement
schools,” and slthough the permanent fund for this ubject has been accumu-
lating forty-two years, it is only thirty-three years since the first income from
this fund was distributed to the school districts, We may also assume that
the main features of the system have been in full and active operation, about
nineteen years, or since 1828,

«This, like every other work of man, has imperfections ; and, like every
other human institution in its minor details, must change with the ever varying
progress of civilization ; but, so long as the essential powers of reaction sh®
be retained in the system, as it hitherto hes been, like the well balanced move~
ments of a perpetusl motion, it will perform its legitimate functions, Whet
more appropriate office or acceptable duty can any government or community
perform, than to make ample provision for the mental and mora] instruction ©
its youthful citizens and members ; to present to them the means of acquiritg
the necessary knowledge to aid them in the proper discharge of their dutie®
here, and to prepare for a happier destiny hereafter.”
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The True MerroD oF EpucaTiNe ALL THE PropLE.—The following para-
graphs from the “ Third Annual Report of the Board of School Visitors in the
City of Natchez, presented July 4th, 1848, and ordered to be printed by the
Mayor and Council,” elucidates most forcibly the principle of Free Schools—
the only means of educating all the people—the cheapest and best system of
government yet discovered. It is remsarkable to observe, in the following
extract, the contrast between the sentiments of the Common Council of the
City of Natchez, in the Southern State of Mississippi, and the Common
Council of the City of Toronto, in Upper Canada. The former provides free
schools in which we are told  an admirable education” is given to all ; while
the- latter shuts up the schools because they are free to all ! It is a strange sight
in the metropolis of Upper Canada, to see the prisons and asylums filled, and
the common schools emptied—groggeries levery where licensed and crowded,
and the common schools every where shut up and locked—the Sabbath Bay-

boats patronised, and the week-day schools proscribed !

Let the City of

Natchez read us the following lesson :—

* The property of the people should
educate the children ot the people. No
one objects that government should be sup-
‘ported by taxation. QOur governors and
legislators are paid in this way ; our courts
of justice, our prisuns and their inmates
are supported by taxation. Every tax-
payer contributes his proportion to the
maintenance of the immured conviet,—
They pay for the gallows which is erected,
and for the rope that hangs the felon; the
man who fits the fatal cord and lets fall the
drop, which launches him into eternity, is
paid by the tax-payer. The money ex-
pended in pursuing, prosecuting and pun-
ishing criminals and. other violators of the
law, is enough to educate all the children
in the community. If all that is expended
in the country annually, in the pursuit,
prosecution and punishing of persons of-
fending against the law, and collateral ex-
Penditure growing out of these derelic-
tions, could be devoted to the purposes of
education, it would be sufficient to build a
&chool-house in every school section in the
:Union, and pay the school-master. To
ting matters home. Place in your hands
the amount which the criminal side of our
Circuit Court, with the attendant expenses
of jurors and officers, and the costs, ex-
Penses and losses caused to the commuuity,
by the derelictions of those who are there

prosecuted, and we will pay all the ex-
penses of the Institute, establisha common
school wherever there is one needed in the
county, and establish a Normal school
which will send out fifty educated teachers
yearly, pay all the professors, and provide
good libraries and apparatus.

¢ No one complains of taxation for these
purposes ; but if a tax be laid for the pur-
pose of educating the young, to prepare
them for useful and honourable employ-
ments there are some to complain of hard-
ship. Is it not better to expend money
freely to fuster virtue, than to punish vice ?
Educate the children, train them to useful
employments, fill their hearts and iinds
with the lessons of morality and wisdom,
and there will be no crimes to punish.
Your prisons will be tenantless, and the
busy epider will weave her web across the
door of your amshouses. Let us be liberal
in expenditure for the improvement and
amelioration of our race, and we shall reap
arich reward. It will be like bread cast
upon the waters, it will return to us multi-
plied after many days. But allow children
to grow up in ignorance and vice, your
prisons will be crowded with convicts,
your almshouses thronged with dissolute
paupers, and your substance will be eaten
out to guard and feed them. It costs more
to the State, to send one conviet to the
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penitentiary, supposing he will support there will be neither criminals nor paupers-
himself by his labour when he his there, But-to effect this, you must educate all.
than will pay for the education of ten chil- None must be neglected. Your system
dren for a year. Educate your children, must be general. 1t must be our system,
and teach them.useful employments, and or something better.”

————— e

.

Frer Scnoowrs 1v THE STATE oF Louisiana.—We observe by the American
papers, that Governor Jornson, of Louisiana, has issued a proclamation, calling
an extra Session of the Legislature, for the purpose of devising measures
to put into successful operation the system of Free Public Schools, which hes
been sanctioned by the people of that State.

—————perrnees

Hamizton City Scroors.—In addition to the solicitude evinced by the City
authorities of HamizTon in regard to Common Schools, noticed in this Journah
p. 121, the Common Council by By-law further provides * That a special As
sessment of two-pence half-penny in the pound be, and the same is hereby
imposed on the assessable property within this city, and that the same be spe-
cially added to the present Assessment, in addition to the Assessment heretofort
imposed for Common School purposes, in accordance with the report of the
School Trustces, including £12 15s. for & Premium on School-house plans,

% George S. TiFranNy, Mayor.
‘¢ Hamilton, August 30, 1848.”
The Corporation of the Town of Picton has also, we understand, mad®
liberal provision for the support of its Common Schocls.

P —

LecTures o Epucation.—During the last autumn the Chief Superintendent
of Schools made & visit to the several Districts of Upper Canada; and, in
addition to holding public meetings for consultation on Common School matteré
he lectured on the “Importance of Education to an Agricultural, a Manufactuf”
ing and Free People.” In some districts he discoursed on but one of thes?
subjects ; in others on them all in one Lecture—treating each of them in #
summary manner : but in other districts where time permitted, he discou
on them in two Lectures. At several public meetings resolutions were aQopwd
requesting the publication of these Lectures. An intimation was given that
they would be published in the first volume of the Journal of Education. we
now proceed to fulfil that engagement—hoping that some good may result fro®
placing them before the public in this new and permanent form. The first of
these Lectures, as it was written and delivered, without the alteration or addi-
tion of a sentence, is given in the present number ; the second will appear next
month. ‘
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JournaL or Epucation.—We might occupy several pages with extracts of
letters and testimonials which we have received from various Districts, as to
the acceptableness and usefulness of this Journal ; and as we have no more
Personal interest in it than any other individual, except that we gratuitously
incur the no small labour and responsibility of editing and publishing it, may
We not intreat every reader friendly to its important objects, to do what he can
to increase its circulation. As an example of what may be done where proper
exertions are made, we may remark that from the comparatively new, poor, small,
and interior District of Simcoe, the Superintendent has sent us the names of more
subscribers, and a larger amount of subscriptions, than we have received from
any other District in Upper Canada—Midland District being second and Brock
District third, One School Visitor—a young Clergyman—has sent us the
names of no less than 18 subscribers, with their subscriptions. Several

Trustees and Teachers have also exerted themselves zealously and successfully.
Should such co-operation be general on the part of all who are officially con-

nected with the Common Schools, the entire edition of the first volume would
toon be exhausted, and the utility of the Journal would be vastly increased,
and we should see our way clear to proceed with a second volume. We shall
ot object to continue our own services gratuitously ; but we cannot be expected

_to continue to sustain a pecuniary loss in addition to the expenditure of so much
time and labour. 'We believe we have redeemed our promise to the satisfaction
of all parties as to the matter and character of the Journal ; we bope the gen-
tlemen in the various districts will fulfil the assurances they expressed last
autumn in promoting the circulation of it in their several localities. We may
also add, that the pages of this Journal are specially adapted to T'eachers as
well as to Trustees and other friends of popular education ; and the assurance
of experiment can be given, that a Teacher will derive not merely intellectuaj
Profit, but pecuniary gain by reading, and dlrectmg the attention of his
employers to the Journal of Education.

—_— e
Postaee oX THIS JourNaL.—When we omitted the cover from this Jour-
nal, we had reason to believe the postage would be reduced to a half-penny—
28 the Journal was printed on a newspaper sheet ; but it has been decided by
the Deputy Postmaster General that, in consequence of its form, this Journal
- s subject to double newspaper postage. A reference has been made to England
°n the subject, and there the double-postage decision against the Journal of
Education has been confirmed. We hope a more enlightened system of postage
Will soon be established in Canada. In the mean time, in the event of a
‘8econd volume of the Journal of Education being published, its form will be
Such as to secure to subscribers the advantage of newspaper postage.
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. NOTICE.

The Summer Session of the Normar Scuoor will close the middle of
October with a Public Examination of the Students in the several Departments
of the Institution. The Winter Senﬁm, of five months, for 1848-9, will com-
mence on Wednesday, the 15th of November. All Candidates for admissiow
Male and Female, must present themselves during the first week of the Sessiony
otherwise they cannot be admitted. '

[

ErraTA.—AS the author of the Leécture on the Importance of Education t¢
Farmers—published in the present number—was absent when it went to press
two or three errors, which affect the sense, have escaped detection. In the
last line on the 261st page, for ¢ intelligent population,” read “intelligent
rural population.” In the last line but one on the 266th page, for the * the
farmer,” read “farmers. .

et ———e
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