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b
Qui non defendit, non obsistit, si polest injurie, tam est in N [
vitto, quam St parentes, aut amicos, aul patriam deseral. ;i’
! Cicero, n
He who defeads not himself, and resists not injury and en- - g
croachment, incure 8s much moral blame, as if he had forsaken vz
Iis relatiyes, his friends and his country. N
[
MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF THE CONSTI- v
TUTIONAL RIGHTS OF LOWER CANADA, v
At Montreal, the 1h wnstant, g
} (s

This meetmg, which was held in pursuance of a uotice ia the
Moutreal papers, addressed to thie PRINCIPAL LAN®-HOLDERS K
AND O [AER NOTABLES OF THE DISTRICT, tn order to concert -
the bestmeans of preserving wviolate the conshiution under .
which e have the happness to live, took place on the Champ-
de-Mars, oo the day appointed, instead of at the Court-house as
had been anuouaced, 1t was very pumerously and most respect-
ably attended. It cousisted, as might be expected, chiefly of )
the upper and middle ranks ofthe French Cavadians,aud display- .
ed,upon the whole, a ooble specimen, of the temperate, the '

s

dignified, aod the enhightened, character of these men who have -
tow been aroused to defend their constitutional rights, as well |

as of the feelings of steadfist loyalty and affection for the mon- } /
arch and the mother-country, which are always found blended, \ .
it the breasts of true British subjects, with the love of freedom, { =

aud the spirit of resistance against encroachment. Louis Guy, ! '
Esquire, opened the proceedings in a veat speech; and the ob. ' :
ject of the meeting was then explaived at large, by 1enis B, Vi
ger, Bsquire. He dwelt upon the misrepresefitations which
had becn made to government at home, by a set of men, whn,
whatever their intentions might be, were certainly endeavour-
ing to destroy the chartered aud constitutional righis of this
province, and who were as inagnificant in number, as they were
deficrent in real knowledge of the state of the couutry, and of
.5 miterests.  ‘Chat it therefore behoved the Caonadians, whe
were oot like these strangers, but were natives of the country,
and had its welfare at heart,—the country in which their per-
manent property lay—in which all their iadividual prosperity
was centered,—1o stand forward in its bebalf, ‘I'he loyal at.
tachment ofthe Capadiaus to their king was well known; they
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identified themselves with the empire at large, and had spilt
their blood in 118 service  ‘I'hey wereready to do so agam.
‘Phey revesed the laws, aod gratefully veneiated the copstitu-
tion that had beex given them. He would ot dwell upoh apy
abuses of the law, or ivfisgement of their rights, although such
might be complained of. Those might form objects o? sepa-
rale remoustrance. But 1t was the sweepioz away of the con-
stitution altogether, aud the substitution of auother, that was to
be now opposed  “I'he umon of Scotland had been quoted as
acase iv point, but it was by no means analogous, no more than
thatof lreland  Coloutes were widely different from iutegral
parts of an empire, and conquered provinces were again essén-
trally different from colontes, ’'Che Romans never interfered
with the mternal policy either of their colomes or of their con-
quesis, pox did the Carthagimaus, nor the Pheenicians. It isum-
possible to do full justice todnssperch  His decided opinion,
and that of a great majority of his friends, was against the un-
ion of the two proviuces, and he and they were resolved to op-
pose 1t with all their power. e was much cheered, and
conclusion he moved that a committee should be sppoiated to
draw up a petition to the imperial parlament against the unton,
which was carried without the shghtest opposition,

After the meeting a party of the gentlemen preseat at it, a-
mounting to sbout 130, partook of a dunner, provided for the
Purpose, at the Mausion-house-hotel

On this occasion, the raw and imbecile tyro who, at the re-
commendation of the well-known Bum-Bailiff; Afr. Non-mi-
recordo, and by the behest of His Majesty the King of Mont-
real, has been installed as editor of that degraded turn-coat-pa-
per, the Montreal Gazetle, he, the venal vamper up of forgery
vud falsehood,* has thought fit to display his mother-wat,

“A witty mother, witless else her sop,”

his elegatice, of composition, snd accuracy of Scotch grammar,
in a loeg editorial paragraph, i ridicule of the meeting, of s
objects and of its members. He begins with an attempt at a sar-
cusm upon the desigaation of NorasrEs made use ofin the ad-
verusement by which the meeting was convened, Ina prece-
ding Gazette a tolerably good historical account of the Notas
bles of France was given, with the view of sbgmatising the
nawme, as a false and improper one, as applied in the presert m-
stance.  Accordug to that account, the Notables covssted of
“princes of the blood, peers, nobles beads of the chureh, law
and army. miuisters of the crown, deputies and magistrates.”—

b Adllmllz’ng to the nfamous pamphlet. of which Mr. Ck ~m is
reputed to be the wrer, under the most ung, wle mome
“the Blan of Ross.” ’ il
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Now if such are the Notables of France, who are the Notables
of Cauada? Not 1adeed prioces of blood, for we havenone;
not peers, for inthe French sense of that word, wehave none;
but aables I coutend we have, the seigneurs sl lay claim to ter-
ritorjal, aod some of them to ttular, nobihity . the chief persons
in the catholic church, advocates, legisiators, and officers in
the coustitutional army of Caunada, its brave and foyal miltia,
answer to the three followmng demgnations; ministers of the
crowp we have none here (graces & Dieu of ax Ror) but mem-
bers of the assembly, and magisirates, can not be devied their
ragh amoagst the Notables. But do we find amongst-them any
traders, any pedlars, shop-heepers, or reiailers, do we find aoy
iugurers, baokers brokers, or slupmasters, apy jews, usurers, or
scrtveners 7 'he spplication is obvious. ‘The meeting on the
7th cousisted of Land holders and other Nolables; What that on
the 14th cousisted of, let them tell that khow, I cannot,

After having made @ korse laugh, benold, how stalketh
forth, ia ali the pomp of editorral affectanton, yclad i we's
aod eurs, aud other tinsel ornaments of plurality, this puny pre.
tender to Iiterature! Oh for a look into that beaver of ntcllec.
tuai celebrity which decorated our sapient noddle! 1 believe
the side would turn out to be mere wuvol or some softer ma-
terial, and the outside nothing but bare and greasy felt. But
to the pith and marrow of our recondite remarks. 'The requi-
sition that, it appears, was presented to the benth of judges then
sitting, to grant the accommedatiod of that, or some other, a-
partment, under the direction of the coiirt,for the trapsaction of
the important proceedings of the day, must have arisen, forsooth,
frowr consummate ynpudence, or the grossest ignarance ; and
why, because lius wus a Briish court of justice— his was not,
however, siaply a British court of justice, buf it was a British
court, sitting to give audience and ‘judgement npon French

-prisasples, according to French Jaws, and by French customs,
such as fiad been secured to the inhabitants of this province by
capitulation, by treaty, and by chartér. it was pot a crimmal
court, it was a civil court, pexforming the functions, and oceu-
pyiog the place, of the cours des parlemncns provinciaux ; sod
these provircial courts of parhament in Fraoce, took cognizance
of all matters brought before thery, mtyncipal as well a8 juris-
prudential, political as well x5 legal. they received petitions,
granted redress of grievauces, removed aud appointed magis.
trates, and fized places andtimes for the meeting of other courts
and assemblies. It was,therefore,not only perfecily constitutional
and conssteut to present such a requsition to the court, but it
would have beed & want of respect toivards the court pot to
have doce so. ‘That the presiding jodge entertained a different
opinion, does not decide the question ;_but had he ventured up-
oir the measure whieh this pauvre animal (for I have no English
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#u:d that occurs to me just now adequstely expressive of my
contempt) of an editor, has the hardiiood to recommend, name-
ly, the commitment of the requisitionists to the house of cor-
vection, he would have goon found his error; and have been
expelled from the seat of justice for so illegal and mbitrary a
proceeding. Where are we ow to look for conswmmate wm-

wlence, and gross agnorance? To enhauce the latter may be
added the mistake of supposiog that contempt of court which 15
the crime ot winch the requisitionists aie supposed ¢o be guity.
is visited by being ¢ escorted to the house of correction and
moreove. severely punished ® whereas a kimple commitiai to
gaol at the pleasure of the court, is the invariable pevaliy.
But what cap he hnow sbout courts?

It iz admtted that the requistiomsts were men of the first
respectability, taleny, svd probity ; Yes, they were; and if but
thie tithe of the respectability, talents, and probity. (saving alone
such respectability as 15 procured by the possession of pelf,}
can be found amongst the advocates for the re-umon of the pro-
vitces, as it is falsely affected to be called, I will be content to

« Vil my engle wing
To the baldpimon of this popinjay.”

But let me now follow him to the parade-ground, {(a wilful
wisnomer for the Champ-de-Mars) where, worderful to relate,
“ e found our ¥imbs obce more in a reposing position in the
centre of a motley oroud” How, whilst lying down on the
grass, e could escape bewng trampled op, 8 fate indeed which
we richly deserve, is notexplaiued; but @ reposing position per-
haps means an upright posture, and if -0, and if ever this unfledg-
ed youth crossed the 1 weed,and visited London, he prebably
derived this gaw ky image from those cellars, where hi country-
men pay 8 penoy a night, for sleeping with their ayms apd head
hung over a vope, stretched across the apartment, for the accom-
modation of its breekless and barefooted lodgers. Next, ¢ ye
good natured readers and critics,” do but admire how the truth
will out+ tlus champion of goveinment. this too} of the minions
of government, was in bis youth, (God bless the mark! how
long ago was that?) a very radical, and ¢ in days of yore,” 5
delighted admirer of their mectings, of which he was reminded
by this noisy assemblage of Caosdian notables. Ah! this ex-
plaios one other kootty point. Radicahism was first hemd of
in 1817, and meetings of radicals,in 1819; these therefore were
“ days of yore” to this eminent poliician, and this proves that
stis a beardiess schaolboy who thus presumes to vituperate all
that '3 hronourable, a1l that is enlightened, all that i : 2speciable,
amopget the Caradians. 'Whith admirable consistency this “mot-
Jey &oud,” this « noisy assemblage,” is thep praised-for the
“ degorum and gentlemanly behaviour displayed en the occa.
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ston,” and with a linsey woolsey patchwork transition from
¢ gay to grave,” it is added, most truly, though with an ebyious
awkwardpess of expression, that  the whole transaction of the
ever-memorable day was conducted i a manuer highly houour-

“able to both the teelings and the canse of our Canadian ullra”
(what 15 the meamog of this word bere ?) « politicians.”

* One would have thought that this was the conclusion : ohpo !
we a1e raxt presented with a representation of sundry heathen
deities, and with « lungs inflated by a profusios of fise ealar
air;” (pray, what the devil is that 7) and after a madiggant ro-
siwualion that sedition was expected to be preached. 1t 15 admit-
ted, that it was pot even murmurcd. Passing, however, to the
close, we are told that the members of the Imperial Paihament
are oumskulls and duoces, “and understand no larguage but
their mother-tongue,* that therefore the Canadians ought not to
send their remonstrances home in French, lest they should have
to be trapsmitted « to the linguists of Oxford and Cambridge,”
for translation! as if the French language wae unknowa jo Lon-
don, anJ taught lihe Hebrew.and Syunac at the universities, A
worthy climax to the whole preduction!

I cao oot dismiss thiz nowble essay, without expressing my
vexation that Scotchmen should ever petend to write Knghshi's
as they invariably commif the most barbarous murdess in our
language. Here we have should for would, and sl for may,
and may for might, etc. Not to meution, * aciubited,” bor-
rowed from the Jaw jargon of Scotland, “ governments heariug
themselves profaned,” with other inaccuracies and absurditiss
which it would be “breaking a gnat on the wheel” to criticise.
But ( now conclude by retorting upon this Lterator, the admo-
nition fiom Pope which he partially quotes:

« A little learmog 15 a dangr.cous thing;
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.”
L. L. M.

PUBLIUS’S REMARES ON ENGLISH HISTORY
+ «CONTINUED,us
The liberty of the press has always been co-csseotial with the
liberty of the subject., If they die, they die together. The
petition of the bishops had been stigmatised as a jalse, sedifious,
malictous and scandalous hbel* because it opposed he mea-

(3
® Amongst the dangerous innovations, and arbitrary mea-
sures, whach that enemy to lberty and the constifution, Lord
Mansfield, introduced into the practice of the law as relates to b-
bels, that by which ke mantamed that juries were not to judge
of theintentions of the pubhshers, but only of the fact of, publi
cation, s ene that deserves most to bereprobated.  On the trial
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sutes ol the mumstry. It was represented as beiog published,
though it was delivercd to the kg in private, and it met with
45 UBZracious Al dUSWEr 3s-ever 4 pelitlon or remounstrauce ey-
er could  All publications o the same stisin, met with the
same censure  ‘I'he flood gates of the law were opened agaiust
publishers; and Scroggs, who favoured the views of the court
as much as Jefleries, hus predecessor, caniied the rigour of pun-
ishment as fur as it counld be stretched®  The poor as weil as

oAl

W

of Mr. Llller for e publishing Jumus's Ictler to the kg, he ¢-
ven wenl so far, in his chavgelo thejury, asio tell them, that
“the epithets, mahcious, seditious, efc. wsed wm the wformation,
were merely mferences an law, and that it was necdless to groe
any proof about thon,” becauss, forsooth. the defendant mzht,
aficr connchion, be heard m cxlenuation of s offence.  All
: that was required to be proved an order o brin: 1 a verdict of
guilty, nas the simple fact of publisleng. Let thas principle be
applied to any other indictment, and see how ot 2ull stand.  In
case of an mdichmat for pevjury, where a person s charged mith
Raving sworn what 1s not trus. wilfully and corrptly, 17 ¢ jury
were to find the person to have sworn fulsely, but not willuily
and coiruptly, such a verdict would be an acquital. In cvery
case of theft or robbery, the ammus furandy must be cleurly
madc out. In murder, if not proved to have been commtted
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' !; " with malice aforethought, 1 15 no murder, L. L M.
;
o * However much in those Limes the arm of arbilrary powo

R
o

was stretched out to overnhelm and crush, not only the bodies
. but also'the minds of the people, yct the doctrine reprobated 1n
the preceding note was not then droacked ; and thouwh the pub-
Lication of the petation | which was called a hbel) for which the
' seven bisheps were prosceuled, was undemably proved, the court
P explained to the jury the nuture of a libel, as well as the argu-
r ments offered by the Kng’s counsel to prove this petetron such,
‘ leaving it n conclusion enticely 1o the yury to yudge both of the
% merils and the act, both of the law and the fuct, and they ac-

<y

quitted the bishops of the whole wiformation becausc thewr pela-

tion nvas not @ Lbel _ Since the promulgat.on of the abomsnable
N mazan o© Lord Mansfield aga nst which I am contending, some
_jur es have cndeavoured to salve ther conscences by bringang m
the r verdicts w thrs manner, * guilly o! publishing the paper
called the frecholder’—¢ Law-reports, 1760.)  Bul jurymen
should consrder the absurdity o' such a verdiet, jor 1f nothing
but publicatron be proved, nothang is proved but what s mno-
cent, aud to say that a man 1s gty of au mnocent action 15
absurd ; besudes, 1f such a verdict be taken and allowed the
accused s sulject Lo the snme pamns and penalties as if the jury
had brought wn thar  crdict sunply “ gwilty.,”  But says an

S
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the vich groaved under his iton rod; and had the same peisons
who were pumshed by him for political wutings dedicated even
the Lord’s prayer to him, they would have been senteuced for
publishing treason, Wheu hebrought his informanon ex gffico,
he might have sclected some detachest passage, for the attoiney
geaeral wm those duys, geverally pioduced delached passages
which might have supported Ins charge. The petition, « Thy
kisgdom come,? might be said to mean the hmgdom of the
priace of Orange, who was wvited over by the Eaghsh to free
them from the y oke of tyranny; and detached pa-sages in any
other piece are equally equivocal, and may be equally tortured.

As 1t was got in the pewer of munistry to prevent the book-
sellers from publishing, though their puuishments were epor-
mous, they thought of going to the fountain-head to prevent the
stream from flowg, and imagined that the most effectual method
would be to prevent the people either from reading or speak-
ing. With this view, a proclamation was issued for shutuog up
the coffee-houses, as places where discontent was disseminated,
ard grievances detected amd exposed  'I'his was considered as
a coup de matre , but the epitit of liberty resembled Sampson,
THE MORE I\T WaS BOUND WITH CORDS, THE MORE IT IN-
CHEASED IN STRENGTH. .

Petiious were presented to government, complaiving that
whilst those who wrote i defence of the constitution were
groaping uoder pains and penalties, the publishers of works
which struck at the very roots of religious and civil lhiberty,
were suffered to go unquestioned, and in some cases were re-
warded by government ; but government was deaf to ilus re-
mopstiance as well as to others. “I'he sting of power was
atrained, tidl at last it broke; and they who despaired winle
submissive, saved the nation by a gererous opposition.

James, by coveting a power which he had not, lost that whieh
he was possessed of, and by attempting to establish tyraany,
lost the blessiags of a hmited monarch.

(To be contrnuced.)

eminent lawyer (Swr Jokn Hanles) “ such a verdict hath gen-
erally been refuscd by the court, as vo vexdict; though it 1s
sard that . was lately allowed somenhere in a case that required
favour,” , Since s fume such verdicts have been received lile-
mase in cases that it was predetermined to wvisit with severity.
By such a compromse therefore, guries actually gine to the
Judzes, porer to soreen the guilty, and what s worse, lo purash
the wpocent. L L. M.
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The tollowing was intended to have been added ag a note in
page 8 of last oumber, at the stop in line 7, but was forced to
be omitted for want of room,

1t may not be srrelevant hese to observe that by the original
coustiiution of parliament, © reCress of grievances” was always
looked after and taken care of before any movey-bills weie
pasted, (Fetyl's preface tothe raght of Comimons,p. 40.  Stat.
36, kdw. Hi.c. 10. 17 Edw [[. 4 Edw. 111 } for one of
the principsl ends of calling a parliament is for redress of griev-
ances; and this was so well koown w former days, that when
writs have been issued for summoning a pailiament, the kings
sent at the same time their writs to the shenfls of the counties
to summon alf peisons to give in their complaints or grievances
agawst the mimsters of state, and great officers of the realm;
and the house of commous, beiog the inquisitors of /the nativn,
have usually taken care to impeach such persons at court as
bad given M1 adwice, or mismanaged the hirg's affairs; ard
where the nature of the crmves or the proef of them could
not well warrant impeachment, the commous have complaived
to the kivg, and at their suggestion, the accused have usually
been 1emoved. ‘The volls of parliamest give mavy ipstauces
of this. As carly as Henry 11, (Rot. Parl. 29 Henry 11.) the
commons prayed the king that the duke of Somersct and about
thiity more, *be abandoned from thie hing’s presence duriug
thair hives, and not to come within twelve miles of the court,
for that people speak evil of them.” The king in answer grant-
ed that they should !l {some few excepted) depmt, and so cop-
tinue for one whole year, to see if any may could duly accuse
them. Iuthe 5th of Heury IV (Rot. Parl.) at the request
of the commons, the lords accorded that the king's confessor,
and two others, should be removed out of the lng’s house ;
and the king moreover declared :n parhament that « he would
do the hike with any other that was about his royal person, if
they were in the hatred and indignation 6f the people ” In Ed-
ward the third’s time, when an aid being demanded for defend-
ing the seas and mamtawnng the war agaiost bis enewies, ( Rot,
Parl. 50 Edw. 11L,) the commons answer ¢ that 2f the king
had had feithful counsellors and officers, he could not but have
been the richest prince in Europe; and therefore they require
that the falsehoods and crafts of certain of the king’s couneil,
and  “her persous may be tried and punished;” and they pro-
cee <1, as other parliaments have done, to the trial and punish.
went of offenders, before they would consider of a subsidy.
Numerous other instances in subsequent -parliaments might be
adduced, but these will suffice to shew, what. from time xmme-
morial, was, in that respect, the usage of parliament.

L. L. M.

~— A e S



