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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 2p JANUARY, 1817,

THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE.

The year 1816 has run its course, and we have entered on another
of those miuute and imaginary divisions of time by which the pro-
gress of huinay existence is maked. At such a tine it is the
custom to corumence by wishing the stranger all sorts of imaginary
honors, and we will not depart from so honored and courteous an
ohservance, We do, indecd, hope that the events whish are as
yetn the womb of tine, and which 1817 is destined to bring forth,
will be auspicions, and that the appmoaching year will see vast
progress made in the accomplishment of plans having for their ob-
ject the benefit of the whole human race. We wonld tain hope
that the coming year will sce an end put fo the selfish systems hy
which nations lave cat themselves off frow sucrounlag nations,
and that tiie goud wo:k commenced in 181 will be brought to a
suzcessful conclusion in 1817, “Though there is much to accom:-
plish, we do not despair.  When we lonk hack and see what has
been done, and when we note the spirit that is at work threughout
the world, we have every reason to be sativfied.  Impelled by the
example of England, the other great zommercial countries are
waiting but an oppartanity to throw dawn their old trading restric-
tions and adapt a new, and miore hralthful, and more humatizing

wolicy.

‘The year that hiac paceed away will «ani for ever memotalle in
our annals,—scarcely less memorable than those gieat eras which
mark the accompl’s'iment of national righits, which are the graund-
work of aur civil frocdom. The watld had niver seen hefare so
great a revatution carried out by sush peaceful and yet such mighty
mears 3 and the world hac Yeamt frem that tinn 1 a lesson which
cannot be o decply tudied  The chianze has been followed too by
cvents which seemird slmost erdsined to prove its necessity and
wisdom. Pul for the supplies of foed received uader a Free Trade
tasifl, Eazlard ond Ireland would, at this momeat, bo suffering the
hotors of a fan'n»—a faiae creatd net becawe the world does
not supply safficient foad fus its inhabilants, but bzeznse the ahard
yolicy of Covernments wonld ot allow that fud te findts way inlo
thehantsof theirstarvinz people. Quzht not this fuct to prove ales-
s0n 1o Jegislatars hiow they tamper with nataral Laws, andatto mptby
aslificial expedients fo make that dear whidi Providence, through
e industry of man, intended should be abnndant ?

The year 1817 finls the world prepared to cnter more ful'y on
the new coursi, and extend the ficld of national and individual
enlerprise It find. nativns, with oue or two unfortunate excep-
tions, at peace, and preseats the human mind bent on creating phy-
sical revatutions by the means of science, thatmay well cieale
A Canala, we are glad to say, has canzlit
something of this spirit, and kas engaged, thou th suncwhat tardily,
in the formation of railroads and maznstic telegraphs that are ta
coneet iermore closely in herselt, a .l more intimately with her
neighhours,  But Canada has mose tn o than cven these inven-
nons, great as they are, piesent. She too, is fecling the influunce
of atestriclive commercial system, which devolves un her buitheas

which it is neither to her own interest nor o that of the parent
state that she shonld brar,  The new vear, therefore, opene fo her
new prospects [t points ont 10 her a much wider field of action
than she has vet enjove !, and, uader a svstem of Free Teade, such
a developement of hier resonrees as, whilst it will contribute to her
own prosperitv, will not add less to that of the great empire under
whaose protection it is her blessing to be,

Thus on all Lands wonld we hope that the san which js just
now brst e o usc will eontinue to spread a elorivus light to its
close, and that with the progress of a new onder of jdeas, we
¥ find carselves ot the end of eighteen hundred and forty-
geven, as at the ond of eizhteen handred w.d forivesix, gmteful
for the past, prowd of the present, and hopeful for the future.

THE PROVINCIAL TARIFE.

Tn our lact article on this subject we reviewed the importations
of Spirits and Wines since 1838 o 1813 inclasive, for the purpose
of Showing how thie ennsumption of these important articles was af-
fected by tanation ; and we may recal to our readers® recollection
that we o tatlihied the following facts: 1st. That from 1839 to
1811 ¢the duty heins thien conparatively low) the quantity of im-
ported spi ils entered fu, home consumption was, ¢n the average,
595,021 galls , while in the years 1843 to 1815 inclusive (the daty
beinz then materially increased), the gnantity entered for home
consumption was rediaced on the avernge to 368,738 galls., show-
inga falling fl of 226,256 galls.; or 40 per cent, per annum, in the
consumjdion of imperied spirits!

Qul That as re-pects Wines, the quantity entered for hume con-
sumption in the fi-t porio), whan the duties were comparatively
Inw, was ot the averaze 305,223 galls. parananmn anl that in the
second period, when the daties were materially enhanced, the
quantity entered for home consumption was only on the averaze
289,018 walls., showing an averaze fallinz oft 1n the consumption
of 17,2065 zalls | or ahout 6 per cent per annum.

Frem thrse ficts our readsrs witl readily draw the conclusion
that by false leziclation their comforts and their commerce have
baen unneces<arily abridzed, without at the same time improving
the reveniue of the country to ansthing like a commensurate de-
degree. if indeed it ezn be shewn to have been improved at all.

We naw coue to canpare the wputations of Tea, Tobacco, Cof-
fee. Molasses, ana Salt.

Pievionsly ta 1812, the duties o1 Teas were 64. cy. per Ih. on
Tison, 20 cv per ib. on Bohea, and 41 cv. per 1h. on all other
Lia vy and their importation was prahitited except from Great Bri-
tuin or a Bruish possession, or ion Caina direct, the consequense
of which—that is the prohibition anl the ligh duty tozether—:wvas
that the baik of the Tea consumed in Canada, and patticularly in
the Upper Provinen, vas introduced acro.s the froatier by the
aaeney of the smugzgler, and of course paid uo daty at all
This s a fact which was notorions at the time, and which we be-
lieve had goeat weight wids the Legislatute of the mother country
whedat conseate l to remove the prohibition.  An anccdote which
we hwvz oftn hewrd may be mentioned here fo itlustrate the cor-
raplins cfic ‘s which tiat prohibition had npon the morals of our
becthien i West-rn Canada, anld indead throuzhont the Province,
but mare particularly in the Westera pait of it, whara the subjert
of our an. clule resided.  An extensive Tea-dealer of a city which
shall be nameless, who was a magistrate, a pillar of the kirk, and
alave all, in a general sense, a man of exemplary character, was
reprorched by a'friend for doing what he was notoriously known to
b2 aailty of, namely, dealing in smnzzled teas. e replied, «that
he had a famuly to provide for, ani that his conscicace acquilted
Lim of zuist in cvading an clions law which was opposed to com-
mon senss anld the first piacipies of human rights.  For instance,™
sud ha, “the law allews me to ga {o Now York to purchase my
teas, which I da by a bill at six months' date, but compels me to
saip then © Bazland to bz reshipped to Canada, by which means
the whole six moaths arc geaarally expended before my teas reach
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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

my warchouse—whereas by smuggling, that is, defeating an odious
law, I receive my teas in ten days or a fortnight after they are
pwichased, and have thetefore five months and upwards to convert
them into money and provide for my payment in New York 1
The force of thesz observations is ehvious, and, in our opinion,
they thow conclusively that prohibitions defeat their own cnd,—tlat
in fact, while they corrupt saciety to the core, they, at tic same
time, cripple commerce, and detraud the state !
The importations during this period of partial prohibition, and
comparatively speaking high duties, were as follows :—
1834, - - s, 971797
1840, - - “ 736,556
1811, - - ¢« 1057455

2,765,508

Average per yvear, - 4 92§ 936

In the next period, that is from 1843 to 1815 inclusive, the dutics
were materially reduced by the ast that came into force in 1643,
and at the samc time the prohibition was removed, and it became
lawful to import teas across the frontier, and by iulend vaviga-
tion as well as by sea,

The duty was made 3d. stg. per pound Provincial, and 1d. stz.
per pound Imperial or differential, that is to say, en Teas import.d
fromn the United Kingdom, or any British Possession, or from China
direct, the duty levied was 3d. stg. per pound, wrd rom? €T} other
places the duty was <2d. stg. per pound. -

Under the tariff so modified and liverali=ed, the importations
were as follows : —

1843, - - lbs. 1,091,913
164, - - o 1.98%,745
1815, - - € 214462

“  §,535312
Average per year, - ¢ 1545104

0 Comparing the average of the two periods togcther, they stand
s i—
1839 to 1841,(duty “igh, and impoitation partially
prohibited,) average per year, -  lbs. ~ 921936
1613 to 1815, (duty reduccd, aud prokit:tion re-
§ pealed,) average per year, - lbs. 1,815,104

Increase in latter period, per year, - ¢ ©23,168

Our readers will not fail to observe how stiiking is the increase
of duty-paid teas under the comparatively free vystum of impor-
tation. Can a better example of the evils of a restrictive cr pro-
hibitive system be required 7 By allowing teas to be imparted
across the frontier,— in vther words, by alluwing merchants to go
to the best and cheapest market,~behold, the lega! importations
are almost immediately doubled, ar.d the revenue of course im-
proved to the same eatent ! We have said the legal izayortation.,
because it must be manifest to every one that the guantity actu-
ally introduced “nto the country could not have been so suddenly
donbled, Ttis note than probable that the quanity actoally in-
troduced in the prohibitory period, was nearly as great as il was
during the three suceceding years; but, mark the difference ¢
during the first or prohibitory period, a fidl half of the lea-tralersa.
manifestly in the hards of the smuggler, while, under the relaxed or
modified state of the law, the importations were made bty fair
traders, and duly entered at the Custom-house. Can the Go-
vernment want a stronger itlustration of the bad efiects of a pro-
hibitory or restrictive tandf, or a better example te iuduce them
at once to adopt & free-irade palicy !

We intended to have compared the impostations of Tobacco,
Coffee, Molasses, and Sait, also in this article, but we find we
must postpone doing so to a future numbes.

THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
No. 8.

Should we, then, or should we not, look to Provineal legisla-
tion in Post-Otfice matters, as a necessary or desiruble means
to the effecting of the required reforms of the Department? This
is our second question.

The Home Covernment practicaily answered it for us in the
affirmative, in 1834; when, as we have seen, they authorized
the several British North American Legistatures to repeal the Im-
perial Act of the 5th of Geo. If., under which the Colonial Post-
Offices were organized, on condition of their all passing a certain
form of Provincial enactment in its stead. The Houses of As-
sembly of that day, of Lower and Upper Canada, so far adopted
that answer as to entertain favourably the project of legisluting
for the Post Office ; though, naturally enough, they whoily de-
murred to the passing of the particular Bill sent out to them, and

were disposed (in case of their legislating at all) to pass only
such form of Act for a Loeal Post Otlice, as should perfectly smt
their own local views.,  The Assemblivs of the Lower Provinees
have at ditferent times manifested asimilar disposition,

. The Pest-Ottice Comnussion, on the other hand, met the ques-
tion by a decided newdive. The Home Governnaent has never
since aen.wed its offer of 1831, and must of course be uudet-
stood to have withdrawn it altegether.  And there has hoen o
late demaml for its renewal, or fur the mahing of any other vfler
at all Iike it, on the part of any of the Provinees.

To place onr own views upon this point in a clear light, we
may as well divide the question, and first ask whether or not 3t
11 necessiry, in wrder to the proper organisation of @ Provincial
Post Otlice, that 1t shoald be constituted by Provineial Lugs-
lation.

It must not he forgotten that since 1834 great changes have
been weonght in the lmperial Post-Oilice Laws.  The very
impeifect Act of the §th of Geo. 11E, which it was then pro-
posed to repeal, has given place, along with all the rest of
the Post-Office luws of that date, ta new and carefully deawn ap
Acts of Parlinment, to the Acts under authonty of which (amony
echer changes) the penny post revolntion, as we may call ity was
bronght abont. A leading feature of these Acts is the care with
which they have made provision for the curyving out of fatare
progressive reform in the Depsutment, without the ueees ity of
coustaut recourse to farther lexisation.  The old Jlaws, for ex:un-
pley enacted certain rates of postage 5 the present vest the power
of fixing all such rates in the Lowds of the Treasury.  We gues-
tiun, indeed, whether there 1s a swzle change that ¢an be pornted
out as desirable in the Post-Oflice arrangements of any part of
the empire, which the Imperial Government has not, as the law
now stands, the power to bring about, without recourse hud o
Lmperial, and much less to Provineial, legistation,

17, indeed, these Imperial Post-Office laws were ohjectivnable
or defective, the case would be quite otherwize. But, we re-
pewty theie really is not one of the defects of our Provineial Post-
Cttice Departinents, that is fairly attributable to any fault in
their previsions, or which, under those provisions as they
stand, connot easily be remedied by Executive anthority.

Or again, if there were ne way of acting upon that Executive
antlority, but by means of Provincial legislation, we might need
torcrortioit.  But the fact is, as every body kuows, that legisla-
tion is far enough fromn being in the present day the onl{ mests
by which Parliamentary control is exercised. Sappose the detinl
of th2 Post-Otlice administration of each Province o be cutrusted
to the superintendence of itslocal Government, as we have showa
it must be; each such local Government would be under the sie-
cessity of conducting it to the satisfuetion of the Patliment and
paopae of its own Provinca. The Impenal Govermment can dele-
wate U the Provincial all the puwer really requisite to this cal.
The principle once conceded, will the Imperial Government
f.irly act it outy and mecet the reasunable wishes of the Colonies,
as frem: time to time they may be expressed through their local
Governmenis?  We have not a doubt st will,

To pass, then, 1o the second branch of the question. Is a
destrabie that the Provineial Post Otfice Departinent should be the
createre of Provineial levislation ?

We take it for granted that no one will faney the project of
1834, of inducing a whole gronp of Colonies to concur in passing
cne wnd thesame law, 10 be a feasible one. Every one, #t a glanee,
mast see that no two Provineial Legislatures, settig to wors
tnoan so long and complex an atfur as a General Pust Oilice Billy
can ever be brought to puss it all, clause by clause, cach pre-
cisely as the other should.  Nor s 1t Jess elear that sach jegislas
tion, supposing it ever 5o possible, must be supeilatively bad
sts resultse  All having agreed to enact the law, afl most wat
till ikey shall have agreed again, before ever they can be suifer-

ed to amend any one clause of it nay, all bad need wait again -

and agree again at every step in thelr administiation of ity or the
diversity of their pracuces must soon be almost as gieat s
thoushy their Faws bad been diferent. The machie would be
a practical discovery of the opposite of perpetual motwon = its
dead-lock wonid be perfect aad everlasting,

Provincial Post Offices constitnted under Povincial laws, cai
nerer all be alihe in the essenutials o1 their constitution. Some
Legislatures will vest more, some less, power ia theiv Execntive.
Sorme will try 1 taise o sevenne from their Pest Othier, and
cthers to make it pay its way ; while others, agun, will cheer-
fully assist it by graus fiom the general revenne.
as one or atother of these views prevails, one or another seale ol
rates must foilow—here higher, there lower, there lower still.

A consequence will he, that letters and papers passing fom one -

Province to another, must bear more thasn one raie, and may
have 1o bear several. A letter from Moutreal to Halifax wonid
be first charged in Canada—say, 6d.; then in New Bruus-
wick=—perhaps 1d. ; then in Nova Scotian—may be 3d. more. For
Newfoundland, it woulld be eharged a fourth rute stijl—perhags
difierent in amount from any o1 the rest. Unless each Provinee
collected postage fur every othery and accounted for such coilec-
tions, a letter could not be sent at all frum one Province across the

According .
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’errilor!/ af anotheryto a third, If they <hen'd <o enllect and acconnt,

he complexay of tHiear acconnts wonld be next to endless.  And
each would funther b exposed to nnch the same perplexities,
with reward 1o the Mother Country amd to foreign States. The
diversities of the rules and rexalations of the several Departments
on other points wonld add to the embarrassment.  In different
Provinees, acconus would be required  at duferent periods
awl in ditletent forms.  The comuusucations {rom Province
to Provinee would be all in confusion; one Provinee favor-
ing ote fine of route or deenhing on one made of eonveyance, rate
ol speed and time of departare, and another sisting on another.
Negacition, in course of tane, would of course tend to bring 2l
luiek towards something more like nmlomity of system.  Bat
what woaid that Le, but a elumsy, costly, laborions ellint towar's
getiing rid of the inherent radical viee of the supposed systein 7

Nane of these objections, as we witd fully show hereafier, whea
trenting of the subsidiany reforms of the Bepartment, attach 1o the
adoption of the principle of local administeative coutrol, for wiieh
we have contended.  Our system involves no abdication on the
part of the supreme controthng anthorty 5 and consequently no
elashing o contision of sy stems. The supreme authonty, admuns-
tering every wihere the saue fundmental Impenal faw, will be
abundantly able to tale care that w all mattes where vmtonnity
of practice 1s required, it shall be carefully maintamed. Where-
ever sieh uniformity 1< not required, we hokd that it should allow
free action. Whether such wetion be purely Fxecutive, or to any
extent Legislative also, is matter of very tutling concequence. {f
any Provinee wishes to legislate on such points, there can be no
hirn, that we see, in its being permitted so to do.  If disposed to
rest content with Exeemtive action, we believe it will find such
action fully sutficiont to 2ain for itall the amendment inthe work-
ing of its Post Oifice machinery, which it can require.

PRINCIPLLS OF TAXATION,

A late number of the London IFestminster Review contains a very
able review of a new work published by Mr. M<Culloch, the well-
known author of the ¢ Dictionary of Commerce,”® on the subject of
Taxation. We intend to quote at some length from this review, in
order that our readers may learn what are the views entertained by
aceniain cliss of pulitical writers m Eagland on the question of
indireet tanation. We have at doferent umes stated, in the
« FeosomsT,”? that however desirable in the abstract indirect
taxation may be) there are obstacles in its way which render its
practical attaiiument more than probilemaucal, and this i< the
view taken by Mr MPCualloeh himself.  From thi< opininn, how-
every the witer in the Hestmiasior dissents; and he peiuts oat a
plan which he thinks would, whilst renderning tavation more farr,
increase the economy, and with the economy, the futare re<ources
of the country. Government, he says, ought to be puid for, as
nearly as practicable, lihe anythuag else which people reqgiuve,
aml which they voluntardy purchise—nither separately or in as-
sociation 3 that is, it shonld he puid for in proportion to each pes-
son’s share ot the benefit. These benefits wust be confined 1o
aman’s person or 1o lus propeny, and consequently on both of
these,—i. ¢ forthe pratectionatiordmt 1o hie and propenty,—should
taves be imposed.  The ta ¢ on propeity would rise and full, as
far as prochieal, according to the wmount of property 5 the per-
sonal 1ax the weiter would miake alike, without ddinction of ago
or sex 3 and vwhat will appens sineular iz, that he would make it
optionat], connectpe it with the right of election.  “ In making
the payment not compulsory,” he ohserves, “ there would be the
incidental but imponant advantage of restricting, to a considerable
extent, the noble privilege of election to those who appreciate its
value, and who by their power to pay eventhe small su required,
give carnest of poscessing those moral qualities of industry and
self-denial which are among the surest zuaranties of its safe ex-
crase.”? Having set forth thrs part of his scheme, the writer
proceeds to consader in what form 1t would be best to impose the
tax upon property—whether fisst,on consumption 5 or secondly. on
tnceme ; or turdly, on gecumulated propeny s and, il the Later,
whether on two or more of these snbjeets of tasation. His ae-
maks on this nead, wo shall eapy o full] as they serve stiongly
to illustiate the b etieets ot @ high mite of duties, under a system
of indireet taxation.  We bew to draw the attention of ous 1eaders
particularly to the followinge (—

The chief reason zivea frr 1104 on coneumption is that they can he
prid accotding 1o the power and convemence of the comnibnie 3. int
thas reasas will scareely hold as regards taxes o she nrcessuries of 1
{whch are amomgz the m st oducive of alij, and ficquenily, as we siall
see, fails s respecss other taxes 5 while the reasons aganst taxes on con-
Batipuion npEeat to us to be very strong.

The first objection to imposts on consmmpnion is, that the sum paid by
each person doca not at ail correcily tndicate the amount of protection
enjayed by iiim, more especia'ty, as in the present view, it is only proe
tection to projeriy that has to be considered.  T'he weight of such taxcs

which fallson a largs and poor family, with bat little property, i ont of
all praportion greater than that whieh s prod by a small and neh fanuly.
Tndeed, by hecoming abs. ntees, the latter, na s well known, often evade
Seee taxes in their direet form altorether, althongh indirectly they, a3
well as others, muat suffer by the diminution caused by these taxes in the
profits of capual.

Another ohiection to such taxee 19, that the operation of them s to a
considerable extent hidden. We are aware that thus 13 often regarded
as an advantage, but to ue it seems a great evite

In the firet place, we object altogether to disguice and mystery in care
rving on publhic business, especially pecuniary athirs.  No poweris so
likely to be abuced, and nane has w fact been so much abused, as that of
taking people’s tioney withont their cozmzance. Secondly, we think that
proneness 3> war, which ceems the besetting am of all nations, requires
& strona conntesactimg power.  There onght tu bie no misunderstandiny
as ta the coct of thiz direful ealamury 3 and what argument agawnst war
and the preparations for war ean be more potent than a heavy, di-
rect, and undwecmsed demand upon every man's pochet, a demand far
exceedinr that for all otl:er govermient purposes put together? In an
espreial manner, tia angument 18 wanted 1o be setn strong oppositian
amongst the peopie generally, to the greedy expectations of profitable
eontmctg, military prootion, prize money, peerages, and pensions, on
the part of thoee «vho, from their inflaence and taeir sitaruon near the
seat of governmeprt, may be ah's to reaiize such expectations in thetr own
behalr, if they can suecced in hallomng the people on to war.

Had it not been for the two-fold power of concealiny for a time the
effeet of heavy taxations, and of delaying ihe payment of a large portion
of 1, how much more cautious the country wonld have shown self of
hureying mto war, and what a vast quantity of bloodshed, waste, and -
sery, imght have heen avouded !

Aegain, the indirect 1axes from thewr multiplicity and complexity, and
thie precautions necessary to prevent evasion, are expensive i collection.
The coast-guard, Mr. M:Culloch atates, costs half a mlhon a year; and
Sir Robert Peel has ately mentioned 1 parkament, that the abohnien of
the single duty on giass has produced a saving in salaries of £32,000
a year. And it must be remembered, that the evit does not consist nierc-
ly in the waste of money, but 18 very inurious o the tine taerests of the
couniry, by the opportansties given for the excrcise of patronage and cor«
ruption.

Independently, toa, of the cost of collection, taxes on eonsamption do
much more spury by stinting peopl= 1n the necessaries of hfe, and debar-
ring them frons many of the comforts, than tiwy benedit the Exchequer.
If, for exwnple, by 1 heavy tax, a poor family ie prevenied from using
suzar, all the members of the fannlyv are deprived of the emoyment of a
nutritons and pleasant artele of tood, without the public kixchequer reap-
ine one penny of benelit.  How widely this principle acis i shown hy
the great inerease in the consumption of an arucle upon the abohion,
ot even vigorous reduction, of the tax upon it.

Speaking of the late tax on leather, Mr. M‘Culloch says—

« Could anythung be more impoliue than to lay a duty on an article so
indispensalle to the Jabouruis class, and to the prosecution of most
branches of industry, and to sulyct & miost smportant and vatuable
manufacture, iienislung the raw mtenal of maay others, to n vexations
system of revenne lawe, for the sthe of 2 revenue of £100,060, or even
£600,000 a vear? Happly, howerver, these are mazters of lustory. The
feather trade, relieved from every sort of iramme! an i restraing, hias boen
vastly extendad since 18330, and tie customs dutics on foreign hides heing
now merely nommal, their amportaton has rapdly increased, and he
pablic have not merely proficed by the abolition of the duty, but by the
many amproven:ents it has allowed to be made i the tanmmg and dregs-
jing of leaher."—1’. 203,

Sy grent has already Leen the increase in the demand for glass since
the abol.tion of the tax, that ane of the principal manufacturers, who
formeily pard a consideratile fiaction of the whole dury, and who actuaily
oppesed the abolaion of the tas, in the belief that uts withdrawal would
pot lead 1o any inerease of consumption, has lately stated, that, since the
act passed, he hazheen compeiled <o ra,udly to inerease his bulldings, that
s number of fuznnees will soon be doubled.

In refercing to the tax on salt, Mr. MCulloch observes:—

1t certamly took directly aud indirectly from {our to five times the
snm from the pochets of the public, which 1t bronght into the coffors of
the treasury.” —P. 260.

Aund he addz—

¢ But indepcadently of it exhorhitanee, and the stimulns it eave to
spingaling, the great expease of 11s collect'on. and the innumerable ways
i wlieh it anserferes with aindustrions undeniakings, and with the sub-
sistence of the poor, minde it an the last degree objecnionable.  Hence,
though vanous aaes, which protuced a geeater amount of revenue, have
heen repealed since 1815, the abohition of the salt tax is believed to have
been followed with the greatest benefi'—P. 261,

In the ense of ieters, e Lite laize seduction m the charge of postage
may be rewarded a8 an alimost aboatwn of thie tax ;s the present postage
Leatnze Bt lztle ifany more than the charee whieh would be made for the
couveyance of letters by nn mditferent party, if the business were throwa
open 12 generad compeiition, w.iliout any reference to taxauon.  And
how aeeat hea been the inerease in the nunber of letters in the few yeats
siree the reduction wok place’  Anancreass, which, inthe London dis.
tr:ic' at leasy, has been most narhed, be it observed, 1 the poarest neishe
honhnod<; <howing to how Jar e an extont the Jabrunnz classes had
hitherio been prevented, hy an eacessive charge on postaze, from com-
wnmieanag with each other on matiers relating to their well-bring. and
from h eping up thoee ues of aflection which are so unportant for moral-
ity and general happiness.

So vast has been the general increase in the number oi letters that it
hias beett asceriained that, exclusive of franked letters, there are 1ow as
tiany reccive b an the Loadon dustrict alose as there were, before the
teduction of the charge, in the whole of Great Britain and Ireland.
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It is stranuge that Mr. dCulloeh, who, if we are notnistaken, was
one of the first to petion tor o umborne and low rate of poaage, in sap-
port of Mr. Rowland Iil's plan, now butterly ntrachs the system, anl
denounces as quackery that very peuany pustage which the petiion he
signed wmny have assisted m obtaunng:,

Itisnot o linle curioys, too, that the increase in the present charge
whicli Me. 3M Cullo b revonunends, nanely froma L. to 4. ter ajetter
wepghing § an oz, A4 for one waglung an vz, and g0 on, would, as cum-
pared wili the cost, anive, as nearly as possible, the very rate of taration
which, ifamnralingg 14 to be preseatad, lie speaks of in the case of luan-
dy, tobacen, and cofive, ac absarll; hali' » In taxation,” says M Cal-
loch, ““aqin cveryitung e'se, tuless e means be adeguate to the desued
ends, the reanltwill be rothing B you off £ a premimm of eczhit 1o one
on sumngsin g, do yort waaste you Wil aliaie the nur ance yon hine
called ainto existesiee by reducay tive prenuum to six to one, o four to
onc !

Now, as nearly as can be azeertained, the precent average charge for
the posinge ofa letteris at least doutls the necescary cost oi rece.v-
ing, conveying, and deliversng it bt Moo MeCalinch, according to hia
propoged scale, would have made the charze to tie cost a9 4to t. B,
to use lus own words, by so doing, *dues he unagqe that he shoul
have abaied the minsance v hich had been called into existenc: " of iue
illicit cenveyance of lettera? not to speak of thie fuiun,g off i the stiwin-
nent of the other great benedits of the changs

With a rapidly and regularly increas.ug amount of ravenuc, a3 the
fruits of penny postage, Miv M-Culloch will fad w dillivult to prove
¢ that the adepuon of the penny postage wos most unwise even @3 a
financial measure ; nor will the public readily beiive that the vest -
crease of convenienee which they now eajey aliectiny alost every truns-
action of life, wonld have bren precisely the same ¢ unvier any reasona-
bly well-contrived systemn of varving rates of Gd., 1., 24, and 14, aud
* that the present increase of the Post-oflice revenue, winle thus system
is maintained, redoundis nothing to its cradii."—1. S11.

Al doult, huwever, on the qaestiun of the superior policy, even 2 a
financial po.nt of view, of a penny over a twupenny rate of pustage, sceins
10 be retoved by thie fact that, aliculy, notwilisiaanding tie shniness of
the period since tite general ehange, the postage nom the distidt jetiess,
is more productive a1 a penny per letter than 1 v as befure the alterauon
at twopence and threepenee.

Some of the inkrect taxes, pasticnlarly that on paper, obsiruct the
spread of knov ledge. ‘Ihis tatter tax, notwidistandingg Mr. M:Culloch
can see 1o good reason for iis repeal, aprears 1o uz io be highly objee
tionable ; enhancing, as 1t docs, the price o1 books, newspapers, and hre-
rature of all kinda, and canan muchof the lLiterasure, eapecinliy that for
the poor, to be printed in sosimall & type as to be dillicult to read,and to
be hurtful to the eye-sigat,

Other taaes, bhe those on soap and windows ihe latter, hike most of the
assessed taaes, bemg escentially an unhies stian,, net as o check to hatsts
of cleanliness ; therely fuster.ny discase ; cnenect doubly attributabie to
the tax on windowz, as ilis (a2 12 not oniy @0 obatadde o cleaninaess, bat
serves both to shut out buih hight and fre.di aue,

Orhier of these taxes, such 2a theae on insnranee and reeeipts, are taxes
on (orethonghit amd pradence , the latter, alsv, ofieil aclaig as a prenuuin
on knavery.

Almost all the inlirect tax-s, cspec’ally the exvse duties, impose
fetters to @ greater or less extent on prodieirn, conniescs, ana personal
Literty ; and, unless ba'anced vt a dearee of precsion winchiis qte
unagtainable, must ofien sarve 1o force cultivanon and capital ot of their
natgral and best fields into o°hers that are less productive.  These ewsls,
Mr. MeCulloch often degprets wil miueh foree of arczament and illustra-
tion, though, as alrealdy stated, he thinks them attnbatable generaily 1o
the taxes Lane eacessively hughs It appears 1o a9, however, that these,
and alt the other ewnais that we brve wentioned, hiclonge necessarsiy to the
system of abirect taxaton , and that, while they nghtin many cases be
Tessencd, they coul { oniy L errdicated by its entire abolition.

Were not o'ir merehnntzaceistoned, by tong Lubi, to have their car-

[}
gces ovethanied by govenent ofiecrs, and il travellers eatenng the
countty, or returming to 2, Ly have their persons and lagzres extnned
1.ke those of suspecied cruninals, sech a practice would probably be re-
garded as aznoy g and degiadiang to o extent wacit hardly asy corenm-
stances could mesnfy. DBut even tuess veaauons are emali, compared
with thoge to whili ail are eapused, whose buciness subecis them 1o 1he
survesliance of excise oliceis, armnd as these ofieers are @l abinost ne-
cessanily 50, 1f the obyedts of the presen law are to be attawmed) waili large
powers.

We lately heard a gentieman of known public worth, and of undonhted
integrty and honour, who had Eeen many vears a distiller, declare that
the harasang imterference ancd wyeanny of the exerse was bhovond beliet,
and worse thun that of any polnical despotism 0 be found 1a Barope ;
and that, 1t wstcad of bewng confined to a few trades, 1t was extended to
many, he was site 1t would excite a rebellion. He said that no amount
of care or guod futh was 4 ueld fram persecution, and that the greatest
of e} offeaces, and one which was sure to mark a man tor a series of ate
tacka, which in the end wonll obtan sheir objeet, was 10 succeed in de-
featny the excise G court of justier,

It appears, by recent detate n ilie House of Commens, that a gentle-
man's hotce was lately brohen open in the ruddie of the night, oa suap-
cion of lns having a prizate sull, aud thus on the trutpery cvidence of an
anonymous letter.

Further on the author remarks—

Almost cvery change in the wdirect taxes, and exch changes have hi-
therto been very frequent, must tend when the tax 13 lowered, to cause
gndue excitencnt for o tne, and a hygh rate of profit 1 the branch of
ndustry 1o wheeh 1t relates, wliie every mcrease 10 such a 1ax must
gerve 10 depress she tade ou which it brars, and o baag difficuites, and
gometaies ruin to those engaged wa; thus, i soine degice, guovang
s loutery characier to trade.
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It appears from Mr., M‘Culioch, that, in conecanence of the duty on
Inlies” chip hats having become sallenly and  largely nereac |
abuat eigh'y years avo, the artiele went ont of uee ; and that a tax whuh
wiaaexpeeted o yield a considerahile rev snne, and an wiuch & nullpn
and a halt had actaally been borrowad, prodaced noth nz.

Many peicons mst remember the severe saffering in the Highlands
soun alier the close of the war, i conseqrence of the demand for he p,
wiueh had been ereated by a igh daty huaving been pat on banlls, sud-
denly daapnearing on that duty being reduced,

How likely «aanaea i the wdizeet tases aze 1o produce theee effiots,
and yet how negosable it would be to prevent sueh ehnges, 1= evideniiv
ap parent even w the great espouser ot these tuxes, Mro M'Culoch , s
will e seen Ly the fuilowing extracts . —

o And henee, whenever the daiies on conuniodities are razed bevond 1
certun b, a bty however, which ¢ 13 unposable to deiine, a0l
winehneces anly vasesaccordem g to the natare of the tnxed commodit.e «
and e ¥asy.ag tasiesand crvumstanees ol society, their elect et e
prec. consuinption to such an extent a3 to render thent less produciive
than af they wege lower 1% 314, 317,

- Iusiead of making dunes vary anversely as the price of conmodities,
thats, instead of raines them when the cost of producinz the articles on
which they are inid 13 diimnishied, and redueur s them whea 12 13 micreas
ed, they should ve made to vary direcuy as thas cost, nsing whent ises
and faiing when it falls"—P. 323,

Another evil of mndirect taxes 13 their iaterference with the varons
tastes amsd private chioice of people. A person who lihes tea biettee tha
besr may, nevertheless, be drven to drnk beer becavse a tax 1= pnt oa
tea. 1o many cases too, that which may nwally be resarded as a luxu-
ry taay by illsess or other circimatances becoine an abrolute neerxsury
bat the Jaw bein unoble 1o provide for such cises, the band ot the tax.
gatherer in effect snntehies the sovilung beverage or retreshing food from
the hips of the patient.

Tuevesy light 1t scetns important to leave the greatest posuible amount
of property i the hands of the subject, with free will to exchange it and
digpoze o 1t as he thinks best.

Even sf indirect taxes (or taxes on consumption) were gaod i them.
selvey, there would be great ditliculty i levyang thiem on o tar pancaple,
The only equstable plan, suppusiag that a just selection conld be male
of articles to he taxed, would appear to be that of ud valorem dunes,
for itaa pizanly quite unfur to put the sdiae tax on a ponad of low-priced
tea or a galloa of cheap wine, a3 on a pound of 1ca ot rich qualsty, oron
a gallon of claret or champaane : yet there ure such facthines to fiaud
Ly dicqms.ng the quahies of tea, wane, atel many other articles, that the
ad valorem punoiple 18 10 many cases found anpracticable.

One serious oljection to indirect tanes is the nutber of artificia!
oflences they creute, nmi the injury to public morids and to the
fair trader, cansed by the temptitions they oif or to deception and
fraud.  On this suljo oty My MicCulluch suys—

« The belief 13, that a therd part to a half of the champagae and sherry
{or ratiier of the trash calied by these names) sold m London .8 tie
produce ot ihe home presses ! *—1 323,

And acun —

¢ Ruand the consts of Kent and Susset the fishennen and country
people are nore then haif s rtlers ;. and fetocious contesis not uafre-
quently take plice between them and the conat-gmir . Aul wlide o0
the one hand the revenus s deftauded by the clin L stae mtrodact,on of
forergn <pints, it is, on the oihier, equally defran o d by the sale of coua-
terferis passed off as genu.ne cognace and sciuedau."—P. 3335.

THE NEW CANADIAN ANNUAL AND FREE TRADE.

We copy the following fiom the Jontreal Hercld of Thursday
It forms a portion of a review of a new Canadian Annual for the
present year, cailed the ¢ Maple Leaf,’ published by the Messrs.

Rowsell, of Toronto :—

« The apnearance of &0 beantifiul an eviderce of publlc taste,as* Tun
Maree Lear” affords, calls for nore tian ataere pissng notice—au !
Jusily clanny someilung mvie of public patronage than the mece i roase
eneetlencics of the worls =L g thouga tiey Le-=w"' n compared w iy
the produztions of London and Paris, might perh. ps, entidle it to. We
are aware that our Free ‘Trade fricnds, who test the vabue of all the pro-
duenons of humnn skl and intellect, by ponnds, saliings and pence,
will objeet to 1ius doctrine——as savourng of * protection.” that hugheat
of therr imagmanons—but we woald resnd them that m this, asin 2
thousand other instances, money sbat avery unperbect representiaiive of
value ; aad that, were ¢ Ui Mares LEar” an cimanation from Albe-
marie S.rcet or Paternoster Row, mstead of from Kung's Street, Toronto,
M vatae, wn the Canadan market, would be,deservedly, geratly doaae
whed. It may be 2 contined, an auberal principle—or prejudice 1f ynd
prefer the cant of the day~-to esteem more lughly the efluis of uiive
than of joresza talent or inicllect ; bat such 1s lunan natare ;and ali the
plulosophy of Adain Siudh, anl of s polisco-econvuncal fullowers,
veould ful to console the countryiuen of Shakspea.c, of Milion, or of
Scott, were they to discover that they could no lunger claim them as
s,ch.”

We draw altention to this extract, becange it includes more than
2 usual amount of errot respecting the dactrines of Free Trade. We
need scarcely tell our 1caders that there is nothing in these doctrines
inimical to native ptoductions, or which places a limit to the value
thase productivns are to attain. It is quite true that we < to.t th?
value of human skill aad human intelicet by pounds, shiltings, and

ence,” and we should Like to knew what other standard the
i‘lditor of the Herald has discovered?  But what has this to dowith
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Free ‘Trade, or what has the ¢ Maple Leat ** to do with Free Trade ?
{f the parties who purchase that Annual choose to pay an additional
sunfor the encourazement of Provineial Art and Literature, what in
heaven’s name is to prevent them, or who ever dicamt that they
were offending agairst any principle of political economy 7 If, in-
deed, they were comp flod to pay a high price fur aninferior colonial
article, the case wonld be a very different oue, and we are really
surpriseil that the Editor of the Herald, who has now and then
written some very goud articles in favor of the doctrines he at the
present moment seeks to throw discredit on, disd not see that this
wew Colonial Nwuial, far from offiring an argument against Free
Trade, prescats one of the strougest vroofs that could be brought
forward in ats tavor.  Suppase that the literature ot the country
were cotfited to native works, and that afl others were either
highly protected or exeluded, would the liitor of the Herald con-
sider the twenty-five shillinas asked for the Maple Leat, only a
fair and proper appreciation ot native tatent over foreign, and would
he defend such a poli~y 2 Yet this is just what Governments Lave
hitheita deme and what is still done to a great extent. It was
under the plea of snppoiting native taleat and industey, that navi-
gation Lws, and cori law s, weie passedy and just the same policy,
if carried outy would eomp:il the inhabitants of Canada to puschase
an infesior native Munual for 25+, when they could et infinitely
better wo.ks eheaper amd mote to their taste, elsewhere.  On, then,
the Editor of the flireld may say, you do seek to depreciate native
hterature. Not at all.  {tis very natural, we say,and very proper
that people should have a partiality for what is produced amongst
themselvesand that they shonld, when they can do <o consistently
with their own interests, pnrchase them in preference to what is
forcign—what we ahject to iy, that they shonld be foreed to do so.
As 2 Canadian Annual, we wish the ¢ Maple Leal * every suc-
cess. Its appearance js an indication in which we rejoice. It
snows that there is literary taste and enlerprise amongst us, ard that
even in competitivn with the literature of England, wotks of native
origin will spring up and mdintain themselves, It signifies not
what is the motive which indures the public tobuy s the value may
be tmaginary or teal 5 it may be paid from 2 feeling of national
pide, or for individual gratification,—so long as the public choose
to v, and the publisher is willing to sell, no rule or principle of
Fiee Trade is violated.

In chooning to pay more for a native work than they wonld for a
foreizn, the people do not actually give away their money. The
gratification they evpeiience in hnowing the work to be of home
production, and the pride they feel in the prozress their country is
making, count for sometling, and are quite as appreciable as ten
thousand things for which perons daily pav larze sums,  There
is nothing therefore ¢ illibeial’? or that smacks of ** prejuslice *
or ¢ cant,” in esteeming mote highly the effoits of native than of
foreizn talent or intellect, nor will the Fditor of the Herald discover
anything in the writings of Adam Smith and of his politico-ccono-
tical fellows to suppoit such an assertion.  On the contrary, the
whole reasoning of these authors is directed to zive {o native ta-
lent its natural and legitunate vaine, and to extend its operations in
thase fields in which 1t can be made most usefnd and serviceable.

We are induced to make these remarks, because we know how
apt the community are to attach themeelves to anything that
chanees to chime in with their prejudices, and hecause the Herald
is too influential a jourual not to obtain for its opinions a considera-
tion which in some instances (as most certainlyzin this one) they
do not desevre. N

BEAUTIES OF THE CUSTOM HOUSE SYSTEM.
Under this head, a correspondent of the Toranto Globe gives the
following as an iHustration of the manner in which matters are
conducted in the Customs? estab)ishment of that enty :—

Inthe fall of 1813, Messss. B. Torrence & Co. purchiased at poblic sale
by aucuon milis eity. a quartiy of tohaceo that liad teen consgned 10
J. M. Strange for sale by a Montreal Honee.  About the same tie,
Mesars. Langloic & Rates had also received, from respectabie Houses i
Montren] and Quekrec, nbout forty boxes of the smme commoday. It
had been openly purchiaced by those parties in their regular eowmse of
trade, and was stored in their respective places of business for sale.  No
pretence exisicd asainst mither of having Leen engaged in nlegally tinport-
ing the article. No evidence existed that it Lad been so nuported , bhut
on the contrary it had all pacsed throvgh the Custombhonse of St. Julin's,
and bore the hrand of that o1fice. It was received by both pasties just at
the close of the navigatien—it was requited by then to supp!v the de-
mands of their winter trade, and the seacon was tno far advanced to per-
mt of their obtaining anv further sapply until the followingspring. Umler
thege circumstances 1t was seized hy the Collector of this port, caried
away, and dej.osuted 10 the bonded warchonse under the safi: custody of
the broad arraw. Both pasuies of course immeidiately apphed to the
Collector to oscertam the giounds of the seizure=.both stated o him
and offered to pruse the manner 1 which 1t came wto their possession-——
both of them laid written ey, lence before the faspector-General, showing
that the article had been fegally imporied, but wishont avml.  The de-
partment were induced, by repicsentations ffoin Torvato, to decime ine
terfering, and both partics were consequently d.aven to the adoptioa of
legal proceedings against the Collector, fur anillegal and unauthonscd
weizure of their prooerty.
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It may Ye mentioned liere, that a British statute ex:ste, requuiig par-
test wio tend to contest a seizare by 4 Collector, to gve uonce ot
writirg to the sezing ofliver, of thewr intention to «lasm the property
within one mont' of the se:zure, otierwise the proper y will be cone
demned,  Of tuaenae it tha prrties were 1:3N00A 0L, DT WAS Aty one
el outside the Costom-houss awace of its extence. The objeet of the
enactmant waa p'airt. It was either to gnve the expense of o Jadzment
of Condemnatian by g Conrt of Bioeird in cascs whiere the owners ot pro-
perty selzed intead d to abiloa o, which judement was necessacy
before that ennctiient, or to altsrd the necessmy evsdenrs of otonership,
e caces of procesdynes far tie peralt.es, after enndemnation of the pro-
perty. Inthis ease the own=s weae well kiowa—:hie ods were tahen
ont of thewr prewises. Lherr intention 2ot o abandon the property was
alao knawn, masmn has they had laul statements apon ontl, hefore the
Collecior anl In-protar-Gonerat, 1o show that st had been legally in-
porteds Sully, atvmgh the apenit hod been st d, they hat faded 1o
comply steictly w tis th e lettor of the Luos "T'hs was the t ap which the
Coliector had aot fur them, and i whieh, from therr ymorance of the en-
accment, e mi et cafe'y ronnt upon tlear beang eaughits Flie reault g -
tfied s evportarione,  No forn | written notice was given-~and tae
Saiteirar of the Collecror was imstruzted to d -Gl the actio.es npan thae
aronrl A defeare wasacenr tun gty pat in, a1d the parues foand thewg.
selves on the point of by nyg defleated i ther actions, wats double cists,
==not on the groumi ha they had smusged the gods,—-nut on the
ground that the gonds had teen <mugu'ed at all,—not vn the noud that
the part:e< miended to ahaadon the pioperty ,—not on the wronad that the
owners were unhnown, and therefure could not be prosecated for the
penalties in ease of condemmation, but on the ground that they had nat
given notice in triting, and therefwe that the goods were condemned
Andd upon th:s paltry anl contemprible qu-ble, the Cuollector of Customs
of ‘T'oronto—-an officer in the receipt of £a0) or £L700 per annum~—at-
tempted to deprive parties of progerty lexzdly imporied, and to place the
prarceds or a large portion of them in kg owon pochet ; but he fuled after
all. A representation having been made to the Government, staung the
gronnds upon which the offirer was dofending Limeelf, and praying thag
he chould be directed to abandun that defines anl aliow the actn to
preceed to trial upon the merits, and thercby afford tire 0 vacrs an oppor-
tumey of proving that the praperty was legally imported ; it was promptly
answered by an onder upon the Cllector,—rot merely to wubdraw lus
detenice, but to give up the preper y ta the owners.

Thas batll+d 1 every poirt, he resoved to put the parties to every
annovance and expense in h s power, anld 2ccordingly he refused to rey-
tore the property, unless the owners wiould pay the charge for storaga,
incurred daring the thies or £ @ mon hs he had dlegatly detained stfrom
them. ‘This imposition the paraes thoug'st 1t hest to subinit to, and they
escaped from bus hands, miaus the cows of the law proceedinzs and the
charge for storage, besides losng the sale « f ite commoduty, and 2 mate-
rial deterioration i value ie sastarn 4 o d anpness while w.ttheld lrom
them.  They were thinkful to escape upot any tenny, and I believe are
fully sausfied with their expericuee of the “ Boauues of the ‘Toronto
Customn House."”

Several other cases are referred to, where the conduct of the
Collector seems to have beeu equally arbitrary.  Supposing the
facts to be as stated, it is cortwnly smoular that tae Board of
Trade has not tuken the matier up. A representanion frmn that
Bourd could hardly fud to aduce an enquuey from the Govern-
ment as to the conduet of their <ervant, who <eems to enjov no
very eaviable notorivty. We are glad to find, toa, that public
attentivn is being deawn to the management ot these establish-
ments. The more they ase looked o, the more impres<ed will
the public be of the nece~sity of a totad reform in a system which
places power, 0 hable to be abu:ed, i the hands of otficials.

A~

B T U Y

EXTRACT FROM MR. BUCHANAN 3 LETTER ON
FREE TRADE,

¢ Morcover, heing unconnectrl with trals, manufacturcs, or
comm:rce, I stand free from the nataral and legitimate inducements
to advocate certain micasures 5 and from the experience my officin’
daties afforded, and having beea called upon by the late Lurd Wal-
lace, when at the Board of Tradde, to report upon several measures in
velation o the trade of these colonies, and honoured by the fiequent
confidential intercourse with several of the Governors duaring my
Consular duties 5 1 stand, my Lord, in a ditferent position, as fo the
subject of trade, from any other subject identified with the province.
While 1 bewx Jeave to state that T was ey convineed, and uniformly
so stated to all gentlemen comnected with the Colonial Odice and
vath the gavernment of the coluny, ¢ that in oxder to preserve Bri-
tish conuection, and the prosperity of the provinee, {reedom of
trule and exemption from a du.niaant church shonhl be enjoyed hy
all the colonists 5 so that no su ject of the Crown, if loyal aad ohe-
dient 1o the laws, «hould be rexwd:d with less favour on acconn! of
his adhering to his religions views: and so long as a contrary policy
should contisine to operale in the most remote degree, such would
necessarily diminish, in the feelings of all so circumstanced, attach-
ment to Biitish connection.?

« Pardon e, wy Lord, thus stating facts well known, that I may
not he viewed as trimming with the time, in advocating prnciples
which some years ago had few suppartersy, and wh.ch are opposed
by many amiahble men, also deeply interested i «ie welfare of the
provive, viz Foce Trade, and Religious Liberty in its fullest sense,

 The sentiments eapressed by the great Lord Chatham should
appear in letters of diamonds set in plates of gold, and placed inall
halls of legislation, The question in substance was, ¢ 1What shall w:
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d}) fw," Trade and Commerce?® His Lordship replied, ¢Lct them
alone !

“ The clamor of the day is ¢ Protection.’ A fascinating term ;
as it is an appeal which enlists the finer feelings of the strong in
behall of the weak, and for ages, like many erroncous principles,
has been the flag borne by advocates for popular faver, as well as
upliolders of tonopolies.  Yet, let us bear in mind, all advocates ¢f
the latter class may be placed as interested, where the term refews
to trade or manufactures, who, particutarly in the United States,
instead of being the weak have heccme tie strong, yea, tie leras
and aristocracy of the country ; they cre the powesiul advocat s of
monopoly, sustained under the plansible teun ¢ Frefeciivag,” which
term should be repluced by that of ¢ Injustice® to the pecple. In
support of this churge, I ask, who are these protezicd by sastrining
monopoly ! Surely not the people, 2s the consumers are ‘ased by
the extra price they have to pay to support the monepoii.ts 5 yes,
those who go on foot, or in plain waggons, have to pay te errich
those who nide in their carringes, Protection, to he just and equit-
able in the honest sense of the term, if it did not embrace all, cer-
tainly should include the great hoiy of the people 5 while protec-
tion as {o trade and manufactures only einbraces few ; wheretore 1
apply the term injustice to what the advocates of monopely call
¢ prolection.’  “Lhe principle is so anti-democratic, so manifestly un-
{l}xst, that I do not wonder tosee the entire democratic pariy in the

nited States, boldly resisting what they term an aristocratic prin-
ciple and monopoly, ruinous to all states, in proportion asthe prople
have been subjected to it.  But 2s the master mind of Sir Robert
Peel has at length given way to the long and arduous stiuggle for
ireedom in trade, there is little doubt but a new and procperous era
will follow, and that the remaining restiictive drags, called protec-
tion and monopolies, will be cut loose, as well as the aceursed sys.
tem of slavery ; so that with steam, cnergy of industry, and the
electric file of mind which prevades the Anglo-Saxon race, the
United Kingdom and the United States may, under the protection
of equal Jaws as to person and property, go forward in the honour-
able race of prosperous and friendly rivalry, while other nations,
unless awakened from the incubus of aristocratic and protective
systems, will remain in therr lethargic state.

“My lord, justice will say, ¢my brethren and fellow subjects
claim a preferense inmy dealings.” True; bul if my hrethren nei-
ther will he allowed, nor can accomnmodate me, unless at a sacritice
on my part, I ask upon what principle of justice should I be taxed
and punished for their advantage ?

“ Viewing the monopolists, comuising the great manufacturing
and mining companies, of the United States, as it respects theirvank,
influence, and luxuries of life, comparable with the British aristo-
cracy, including the We-t India proprietors aud landed interest, op-
posed to free trade in coin ;3 these are all united to require that the
entire people should be taxed to uphold their respective clusses: yet
not one of these classes have to devote one day in 365 to’labouy, or
yield one diop of sweat to afford food for their families.”?

GENERAL, PROVINCIAL, AND LOCAL INTELLIGENCE,

A sad accident, attended with loss of life, occarred near Bytown
on Ciuistmas-eve. ‘T'lic mail stage, in attempting to cross the Oitawa,
broke in, and the pussengers, two 1n number, were drowned,  The dri-
ver tanaged to keep himself above the water, and was saved with difii-
culty. The mail was furtunately recovered the next morning,  ‘T'he
nanics of the unfortunate parties who lost their lives were Cowan and
Eaglesum, the former a compositor who had recently arrived 1n Canada,

and was on his way to fulfif an engagement in Bytown, and the latter a
pariner of a firm at Niagara. At 2 mecting held on ‘T'uesiday, of the
subseribers 1o the proposed scheme for conuecting Montreal with Torouto
by Electro-Magnetic ‘Telegtaph, a Company was orgamved, under
the title of * The Montreal and Toranto Llectre-Magnetic Pelew aph
Company," and a provisional commitiee was nppointed 1o make all the
necessary arrangements,  ‘The stock teqmied is £12.500, of which ali
that is assigned to this neighbourhood has been taken up.——The
Minerve states that a comps of Voltigeurs ix heing formed m Montreal,
the command of which has Leen offered 10 and accepted by Colonet
De Solaberry. It is to consist of @ix compames, who will wear
the umform of the ancient Canadian Voiugrurs. A meenng was
held at Tew's Hotwel on Tuesday lest, 1o cousider ihe proprcty
of erecting some monument 1o the memory of the late Lord Meteaue,
the Hunouable Peter MGl in the Chorse Afier some conversas
tion, the objeci was approved of, and a Connnitice of seven gentleman
appointed for the purpose of careyng it oute——"Tte Quelbec Moreury
iments the apathy of ats cstizensn not takng steps tor souny tele-
graphic conmusmication with other parts of the Provinee, and priuts to
the * 1opid nseand steady progress™ of Montreal asa proot of what en.
terprize and perseverance will do.  The Mereury vofers 10 the olueciion
made m the lasi number of the Economist 1o e line by llalday, and
impresses on its townsmen the vigent neecessity of b * vp and doine”
¢ As to the practeabubity ot th~ Haddox lme,” 2ays the Mercary, ¢ the
asertion vaunishesinto than a:raf the route be taken a< praposed by Cap.
tain Boxer, R.N., for the 1x lnay, and submitted by hum to the Impeinal
Government (and approved of at home) and to the Quebee Comnuttec
of which we have already made menion,  This rouie s thron;,i Biitsh
territory, and settled disiricts save and except a few mles; and overa
Jevel countrye  Morcover it Joes not cross the Bay of Fundy.”

THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

CANAL RUSINESS OF TOLEDO FOR 1815 and 1816.

A detaited account of the business of ‘Toledo is furmelied by the Llade
of that place, which atates that the Wabash and Erie Canal has given
T'oleda more bus.nesa than was expected from at, while the Mam and
Irie haa «cnt that way and received thence less than was anucipated.
"The receipts of Gram, allowng five bushels to the barrel for Fiour, by
canai and rml-road, amount to 3,008,007 bushels ; by wagon m the
nerchtonrhood of 0000 Imsheds.

I'he prme:pal articles ceceived at Toledo were na follows :

1843, 1846.

Berf s ittt e esresesneiessseeesssneesssbbis, 120 387
Cotn Meat Ceve ceeens 797
Flour....... . Rh 134,099
Fash, fresh water . 20 64
O, Lanswed.,.... . . 332 T4
Oil, Lard.oveenne, TP 11 1 6Hod
1, Caator,......... IOUTRURRN .Y 4 74
Park...... . LT839 19343
Viliskey,.. e 1,912 R X
Parle bush ... 60
Beans.. a6 1,132
Com .. 3N 03T 1,156,414
Qais.. 9,741 11542
Potatogs 7 2,106
R)'c].....-........ b 1,793
Lceds, clover,y oo, ... - 1,592
Seeds, other Srass. . .vvcciviee tuiiirieiiraiiesesaenees § 1887 : 335
Seed, Flax....... 2381 17377
Wheat.... 605,711 753 211
Shorts.. 2000
Butter cociviiinennniivinnnnns s 83,461 216 578
Pagunge, ex.ra and furniture. .. 164,326 20,374
Broom Corn.......... 95 459
f'acon and Pork, 913 1,961'561
I T 3 SO, iR 42;’9‘)3
CHeese coiviviiniiniii i e se s e eeeae 12,09 1 363
Cotton Raw.... veeren . 2519
Cotion Yarn. . L a8
Cordase...... 10339
Candley, Lard.. 2 52039
| DETITE T, . 16,200 a.857
Femt, dried, (U.3.). 5,146 13,406
Frmit, undned, (U.S.). veen T 302100 F 82,312
Feathers. oo vt onierrensiimeecsoniernsnnnes seseen s veneeen I 656,736
Faws and Peliries 136,198 TR 258,017
GIASCNE oeveinieniinaennes crreere e een 110,060 91, 623
Hemp  cie cinn ciitninenen e - vl 69 006 207 4132
Hides an ] Shiny. .. ceeee 149081 154,624

251,621
5,002,514

R ik 13 |
.1,981,215

reee 15,948 11,219

6,170

Pot and Pearl Ashes.. 1,220,007
Soan..... 48,503
Tallow . 543,030
‘Tobacco. 74420
o U 56,204 80,150
Hop Poles .. eereeetenenrenaenas «27,680 2,040
Passengers . ceeee s TORS 16.73¢
‘Timber.... feet 3115 3,108
Lumber. oo ol eedeseeessetisssesnsertenssantins ..522.518 301,243

Some of our readers may not he aware that this Canal was only
opened in 1815, and that it conneets with the large city of Cincinnati,
on the Ohio River, and on Lake FKiie at Toledo—a tising town,
sitnated at the mouth of the Miami River, about eighty inilesabove
Cleveland.

‘This Canal passes through somn of the richest corn and wheat
lands in the West. The exports will rapidiy increase, and it depends
upon the wisdom of 