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comnunications prevents
our giving to our rvaders
any ecditorial matter for
this number; for the want of
! which, they wmust console
themselves with the reflec-
tion, that they have of late
been very liberally supplied
: with this kind of intellectual
food. The present number contains the
concluding article of the series, by Iona. in
answer to the question, “ Why are we Pro-
testants 27 and we hope that our talented
contributor will continue to write for us.

We introduce, with this issue, a new cor- .

respondent, Mr. Muir, of Lindsay. The
gentleman who writes to us under the
sigmature of an Elder, and who is evident-
Iy, what is called an anti-union man, sur-
prises us with the remark. that we are con-
stdered by many 2s opposed to the insertion
of articles likely to prevake discussion. We
are entircely of the opposite way of thinxing.
We invite discussion, not only upon the
Union question. but upon every question
that is of interest to the Church. We
desire, fairly. to give both sides of all such
subjects.  That man has 2 poor ease n
hand, who fears discusston.  Mr. Camp-
bell concludes his articles - this number;
and in doing <0, 18, of course, very severe
upon oursclves.  When a Reverend Father
of the Church wiclds the rod over us. who
are supposed to be offenders. and only lax-
men, wo cndeavour, as in daty bounid. to
submit with the best grace we can. In
our own opinien, we have acted very fairly
by Mr. Campbeil. e has had all the
space he asked for—and that is net
littl. We make no comments what-
cver upon his present article.  We give
him—what we hope. he will be zmate

the last word—and we shall be zad to
hear from him again.  QOur friends may

have observed. that, in our last number. we -

. PRESSURE of original

. tity of matter on hand.

were compelled to give ¢ight extra pages.
being an addition of onec-fourth of our
whole space, in order to overtake the quan-
In this number,
we are obliged to do the same, or leave out
portions of articles, which we do not like
to do. Al this adds to our expenditure,
which is already large, and we ask our
readers to send in their subscriptions, as
we are still in_debt to our printer.

37,.77.\~ DENIABLY thisis the

7S age of progress.  Com-

menting upon Dean Ram-
say's statistics of preaching,
the Scotsman  gravely  pro-
foses division of labour, so
that ministers, like <shoe-
makers, might each take his
own particular job ut serinons,
onc writing the introduction,
anather the heads, a third clinching the
spplications and so forth, while standing n
the position of the finisher prebably. would
be the preacher of the compesite article.
We give the remarks of the Seotsman
helow. in which will be faund some food for
theught to those who faney 2 minister's
duties light, and that he is over-paid. while
receiving in this country possibly a poor
8500 a year.

Accordiag to statisiics by Dean Ramsay, in
his lecture «n * Preaching and Preachers,” at
the Philosophical Institution the other cven-
ing. there are nearly four millions of sermons
annually produced and preacked in Great
Britain. Every Sunday in ihe world the in-
habitanis of this island are addressed by thirty-
seven thousand §ve hundred ciergzmen, who
give them seventy-five thousand pieces of their
mind. Thie, howeser, by no means exhausts

. the amount of good advice lendered to the
ful for—the ladies’ privilege, of having *

populatien. Besides the regular force of clergy
in orders, there has also to be taken into ac-
count a tast militia of wmisaonarics, male and
female, with a largs velunteer force of street-
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preachers and exhorters at the district meet-
ings, who must all have some word of counsel
to administer whick costs them pains in the
production. In addition to this enormous in- |
dustiy in speech, there must be reckoned a
still more enormous industry in hearing. De- }
ducting sleepers and weak-minded persons in- |
capable of attention, we are probably much |
under the mark in assigning an average of !
two bundred boné-fide listeners 1o each of, say, ;
forty thousand instructors, and this gives a re- |
sult of cight miliions of hearers, performing !
sixteen millions of processes of attention every |
Sunday, or eight hundred miilions of such pro- l
cesses in the year, figures which, taken in con- |
nection with the four millions of sermons al- '
ready mentioned, suggest an amount of labo- ;
rious cxertion and painful endurance thatis
perfecily stupendous. i
How much the nation is made wiser or better
by this huge expenditure of speaking and hear-
ing cannot be exactly ascertained. Anannual
examination of the sermon-hearing classes
would probably determine the advance cffected
in knowledge.and an cntire stoppage of preach-
ing for a year—the increase or decrease of
crimes and offences during that period being
carcfully noted—would mark the moral gain
or loss ; but neither of these tests is attainable,
and in the absence of real information we must
be countent to hope the best. But whatever
may be the state of the fact as to the results,
it scems wmore thaa questionable whether the '
means arc used to the best advantage. The |
talculations quoted above testify to the exist-
ence of an amazingly great desire for instruc-
tion and capacity of attention on the popular
side. Is tbis made the most of by present
arrangements? Is it certain that the system
of tying down the popular mind to the medita-
tion of texts from the exclusively theological
point of view iz the best that is possible?
Might not some portion of the time be devoted
10 a kind of instruction which, though not
technically theological, would nevertheless
tend to the enlsrgement and elevation of
popular conceptions, both in theology and
morals? When the people have been well
lectured in the morning, can nothing betler be
done with them than simply to bring them
back in the afternoon and lecture them again ?
Or, if it be sacrilege to vary the subject of in-
struction, is there the same objection to an
alteration in its mode? Does this cndless
delage of orations tend wholly to edification?
Might not a little of the tutorial clement be in-
troduced with great profit to those who are
taught? The present * dict of catechising,’
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where it exists, i3 usually a mere farce with
the fun left out; but in the true conception
and living execution of it, the function of the
catechist is quite as important and usefui a3
that of the homilist. Why should not the
clergyman periodically test such of his parish-
ioners as are inclined by a set of written ques-
tions on Biblical and cognate studies, to be
answered in the Church—a substantial prize
being given to whosoever shows clearest proof
of intelligence and application. Schemesmore
visionary are seriously entertained and liberally
subscribed for by the Church every day ; and,
without pressing special suggestions too per-
tinaciously. but looking to the undoubted
national willingness to be edified on the one
hand, and on the other hand to the fact that
nothing more i3 done at present with this
willingnesa than simply to make it the recep-
tacle of two outbreaks of mediocre rhetoric
per week, we have surely some reason to say
that there are both room and necessity for
amendment.

The same thought occurs when we glance
from the casc of the instructed te that of the
instructors. Let the working classes who
enjoy the weckly half-holiday, let the benefi-
ciaries of carly shop-shutting, let bankers.
lawyers, schoolmasters, members of Parlia-
ment. and all men to whom Saturday brings
round a season of liberty and ease, think, as
they pass the pleasant time, how the same
hours nre spent by the forty thousand bands
who arc employea in the sermon-manafacture
of this couatry. Agonising over the virgin
page, dovetailing the articuiations of a * skele-
ton,” packing into the memory the picces of
patbos or exhortation that are to startle. cn-
Lighten, or console upon the morrow, vurning
the midnight oil or plying the midnight scis-
sors—these are occupations of the forty thou-
sand, while their contemporaries are walking,
sporting, sight-secing, dining. Fancy them all
coliccted into one centre—with their families
they would fill & city midway in size between
Lceds and Birmingham—aod imagioe them all
simultancously toiling to fill each bis pamph-
Iet of foolscap with the gicanings of commen-
tary and concordance, and some idea will be
gained of the extent and nxature of this depart-
ment of productive industry. And looking at
it in this light, docs there sot seem 10 be 8
very large nmount of labour thrown away?
If this great sermon-making community were
organised witha view to the more orderly and
perfect production of its staple—if we found
it divided into inlroductioners and perors-
tioners, fabricators of beads and clinchers of
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applications, all working into each other's
hands and towards a common end, there might
be ground for expecting that the value of the
vuicome would bear some proportion to the
amount of the labour. But when we find cach
labourer working for bis own hand, and deriv-
ing no assistance from the exertions of his
aeighbour, the question at once arises—
Whether a better etfect might not be produced
by a different arrangement ?

Let us look for a moment at the work cx-
pected tfrom each of our Presbyterian clergy,
and, to make the matter more plain, let us
select the case of the incumbent of a city
charge among ourselves. A person in this
position has, in addition to the work of bis own
cure, various duties of a public and general
character to perform. We find, for instance,
the prominent and active city clergyman, who
bas to attend to the business of twelve com-
mittees of the General Assembly and cight
committees of local, reiigious, and benevolent
associations. In addition to this, bring a
Governor of George Heriot's Hospital, he will
probably have four or five regular committees
and other meetings in connection with that in-
stitution to attend ; and his dutics as & member
of the Presbytery of the bounds will certainly
involve other seven—giving a total of thirty-
two distinct public enterprises to be engaged
in, most of which must require his presence at
frequent mectings of from two to three hours’
duration. Then comes the private and proper
work of the parochial charge: the anuual
catechising of a parish conwining a! least
from four to five thousand souls, the pastoral
superintendence (unshared probably except in
theory by the cldership) of a congregation
gathered from all quarters of the city, and in
all likciihood the discharge of a hundred petiy
oftices of which outsiders cannot dream. This
serving of tables over, our clergyman must give
next something of his strength and time o0
general reading aad meditation; and to do
this rightly in these days of active speculation
and swiftly-thickening controversy, can be no
holiday employment. He is now in a position
to Took at his Sunday's work, consisting of two
new and original sets of devotional exercises,
and two new original, claborate, and lengthy
oratorical compositions, known as lectures or
sermons.  In the first part of this great intel-
icctual undertaking, he has no assistance from
a Liturgy, &¢ in many other Churches, nor is
he at liberty to take refuge in the siipshod
facility of extemporancous utterance. For,

altbough in the recent Prayer-hook debate it
was taken for granted on both sides that ex-
temporary prayer ir at laast ellowabls, the
Westminster Directory of Public Worship
would seem to forbid it. That standard not
only prescribes a certain selection and order of
topics for prayer, but it also expressiy directs
the minister to * furnish his heart and tongue
with materials of prayer:” and this, taken in
conjunction with a direciion in preaching to
t-shun all suchexpressions asmay occasion the
corruptions of men to despise him “—which
applies ¢ jfurtiort to prayer—would seem to
imply that prayer, whether read or not, must
be composed, as it certatnly must be original.
If this be so—and ~ven though it should not be
s0—in what fashion is the preacher likely to
perform the task of framing and delivering the
two elaborate philippics which law and cus-
toms exact from him every week’ It i3 no-
toriously impossible that the should perform
thiz, and all other parts of his duty, weli; and
the consequence jis that, among those of our
clergy who do their work with anything like
vigour, we have three classes : those who try to
be at once active,studious, and cloquent, and of
course fail in all departments; those who are
thorough in pastoral activity, but fall short in
pulpit power; those who sacritice pastoral ac-
tivity to becume strong in teaching.  None ot
these represents a satisfactory state of things.

Yct the remedy seems not far 1o seek : either
let us be content with less preaching or seek a
better organisation of the preaching-power in
the country.  Is the amount of pulpit instruc-
tion pressed upon this generation absolutely
calied for? 1t it be thought impossible to
diminish it with safety. then iz it neccessary
that these forty theousand clergsmen should
not only be always preaching, but atso making
every sermon they preach?  Might not a hua-
dred of the most highly gifted among them
make sermons for the whole nation, and be sct
apart for this very objeet? Were it but an
understood thing that the local preachers were
at liberty to usce the efforts of such national
preachers when their own productiveness ran
shori, we should have a better execution of
pastoral daties, a fuller iearning and wider
calture in our local clergy, and a higher stand -
ard attained; hecause a longer time emploved,
in the original compositions hy which they
seek 10 promote the popular eplightenment.
Nothing but a prejudice, which has neither
excuse nar defence stands in the wayr of se
goeat a Tablic banefe.
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Mr. James Croil intends beginning his | port of our clerical bretbren, who will no
work as Agent for the Church at once. | doubt afford Mr. Croil their personal aid

It is to be hoped, that his labcurs will be
sueenssful, and that he will meet the sup-

in carrying out the ends the Church has in
view in the appointment.

Helos of our Ehureh.

INDUCTION AT DUNDEE.

N Tucsday last the Presby- |
tery of Montreal,in connec-
tion with the Church of !
Scotlaud, met in the church ¢
¥ at Dundce, in order to give cffect
[* to the wishes of the people there,
and to take steps for the settle-
ment of the Rev. Donald Ross,
formerly of Fingal, among them
as their pastor. After Divine
Service, conducted by the Rev.
W. C. Clark, of Ormstown, i
Moderator of Presbytery, the form of a
call which bhad been previously prepared
was produccd, and having been numer-
usly sigued by the Elders, Managers, Mem-
bers and adherents of the church, was ;
along with a guarantee of stipend, put into the |
hands of Mr. Ross, who acccepted of the same.
The Presbytery having sustained said docu-
ments and acceptance, it was then arranged |
that. God willing, the Presbytery meet again
to proceed to his induction, as pastor of this
charge, on the following day. .

Consequently, on the day following the Pres-
bytery again met.  Citation having Leen given
that if any person or persons were present who
had aught to object to the life, learning. or
doctriue of the Rev. Mr. Ross, the Presbytery
was now convened for the purpose of hearing
and considering their objections. None being
offcred the Rev. A. Wallace procecded to the
pulpit where hie preached from Cor. vi, 1, to a
large and attentive audicnce.  After sermon,
the Rev. W. C. Clarke putthe questions always
acked on these occasions to the minister clect,
to which satisfactory replies having been given,
thie Rev. Mr. Ross was then set apart by prayer
to the pastoral charge of the congregation ; and
was afterwards most ably and suitably address-
ed as to the duties and responsibilities of his
helr office—the congregation being also ad-
dressed on kindred subjects.

We congratulate the people of Dundee upon
the happy and auspicious scitlement that has
now taken place. For several months through
various circumstances that have arisen, this
church has not enjoyed the services of a fixed
pastor, and their destitution has been the occa-
sion of very much aaxiety to the Presbytery of
the bounds. But that period of trial has now
passed. And we sincerely trust that the happy
union brought about on Wednesday last will
be of long continuance—that it may long abide
in strength—with the richest benedictions of
the Great Head of the Churchresting and abid-

ing on it.

St. Pave s Caurrcn.~—The annual social meet-
ingof this congregation was held on Wednesday.
The Rev. Dr. Jenkins made the following state-

| ment respecting the progress of the congrega-

tion during the lastyear. As to the pews, 22
additional pews, besides 4% sittings, have been
rented : and the receipts for the last half year
have reached $2226. Last year the receipts

: from pews for the whole vear reached only

$1979. The church debt has been reduced by $72.
The Contingent Fund collection reached $481 ;
The Ministers' Widows’and Urphans’ Fund, 218,
agaiost $171 last year. The French Mission

! collection, §134, against S106 last year ; the

Bursary fund, $120; the Sunday Scuool $118,
About 60 new members have been received into
the communion of the church ; and in Japuary
last 292 members received the sacrament
of the Lord's Supper. The scheme of a new
church is in progress, and $21,000 bave
been aiready subscribed towards the crection.

* Dr. Jenkins referred also to the system of
. pastoral visitation, which hag been

lately
adopted with such bespeficial results to the
Congregation. The city is divided into dis-

* tricts, each of which is apportioned to a mem-

ber of the Kirk Session. After announcement
from the pulpit on the previous Sunday, the
Minister during the week following visits a
district in company with its Elder. Every
family is called upon, and in cach a short ser-
vice is conducted by the Minister. Dr. Jenkins
stated that four hundred of such visits have
beea paid since last September, and that it is
his purpose, so long as he is able for the work,
to make two thorough visitations of the Con-
gregation in cach year.

Altogether this meeting was pleasant and
successful. Addresses were given by the Rer.,
Dr. Taylor. the Rev. A. Paton, and the Rev. J.
Fraser. Tbe ladies of the Dorcas Society
cleared, we understand, $170 by a table of
ncedle-work.

St. Gasrist Srrezr Cacrce.—The Congre-
gation of thig church have resolved to give a
call to the Rev. T. G. Smith of Melbournc, to -
become their minister.,

MeLBOURNE—DPRESENTATION.—At the Sabbath
School Anaiversary at Brompton Gore, a testi-
monial was presented to the Rev. T. G. Smith,
a3 a token of the kindly feeeling existing be-
tween bim and those over whom he is pastor.
The testimonisl, & purse of moncy contributed
by the Congregation, was presented by Mr.
William Morrison, Sabbath Scbool Superin-
tendent, who briefly but carnestly addressed
Mr. Smith, as representing the donors. Mr.
Smith returned an acknowledgment in suit-
able terms,
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At Windsor a similar testimonial was pre-
sented to the same clergyman, the occasion
being also a Sabbath School Anniversary. An
address on this occasion was delivered by Mr.
Jeaeph Rankiu.

These two stations form part of the charge
of Melbourne, apd are both of them increasivg
in numbers and influence for good.

Rrssertows Frats,—Soikee axo Presesta-
TioN.—\ very interesting and largely attended
soiree was held in the Scotch Church at St. Jean
Chrysostorae, on the evening of Tuesday. the
20th inst. This soiree was got up by the ladies
of the congregation with the cbject of giving
the proceeds as a present to their mipister, the
Rev. W. Masson. The mecting was presided
over by the Rev. Joshua Fraser, aad opened
witb prayer by the Rev. James Paterson. The
proceedings were varied by speeches, music
and refreshments. Mr. Fraser, in presenting
Ar. Masson with the sum of money raised (up-
wards of $100), said that he was deputed by
the ladies to assure him, that ¢ this we> but u
small token of the love and respect in which he
was held by the congregation, and begged that
iu accordance with the wishes of the ladies
he would accept it ns an acknowledgment and
appreciation of his self-denying and arduous
labours for their spiritual good.” Mr. Masson,
in making amostappropriate reply; said, ¢ that
he would apply the money now so generously
given to him to the purchase of a cabinet organ
for his young daughter, upon which a suitable
inscription should be written.”

GeouceTows Lay Assaciation.—We stated
in our February number, that at the missionary
meeting lately beld at Georgetows, a lLay
association was forned chiefly with the view
of augmenting the contributions of the charch
there to the Synod's Schemes. Grateful ate
we to state that this association is already
bearing fruit. The sum of fifty dollars has
been sent to the Temporalities’ Board, a suit-
able recognition of the beuefit whick the con-
gregation receives from this Fund. We only
wish that other congregations of commuting
ministers would follow this good example.
This, bowerver, i3 not all. The association has
more money in hand ; more they will continue
10 have if they persist in well-doing, and go on
as they have gone. Mr. Thomas Watson is the
Treasurer and Chairman of the Association.

PresgxTaTioON.—We are gratified to learn
that the Rev. A. Walker, pastor of St. Andrew's
Church, Belleville, was presented with a purse
of $112 on New Year's Day, by the members of
his congregation. The following address ac-
companied the purse :

To the Rev. 3. Walker. Pastor of St, Andrew's

Church, Bellevulle.

Sir,—The congregation of St. Andrew's
Church, in Believille, beg your acceplance of
this purse containiog the sum of $112.50. -

The congregation desire your acceptance of
this, as a small token of their appreciation of
the manner in which you hase discharged the
duties devolving upon you as their pastor.
The congregation also beg to present to you
and Mrs. Walker the usual compliments of the
season, and they carnestly bope and pray that

}
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you may long be spared to them as their
pastor and friend.

Signed on behalf of the congregation,
Annurw Tuousex, Tros. KersogJonn BELL.
Belleville, 1st Januars, 1866.

To Andrew Thomson, E«., Thomas Relso, Esq.,
and John Bell, Esq.

Gestiengy,—3Be pleased to convey to the
congregation of St. Andrew’s Church my geate-
ful thanks for their handsome New Year's gifi.
As a Minister of the Gospel, 1 onghitto give
myself devotedly to my duty, independent of
all external circumsiusnces, but surely when I
bave received on this, and on so many former
occas:ons from wy congregation such tokens of
their esteem, I should be stirred up to still
greater zeal in my Master's work, and to seek
more assiduously in private and in public their
wetfure in time and in eternity. My prayer is
that we may all be one in Christ. Mrs. Walker
joins with me in wishing vou all a happy new
year, hoping that we way see many more of
them together, and that as each does his day’s
work here we may meet again in the gréat
Church in glory.

Arca. WALKER.

The Manse, Belleville, Januvary 1st, 1866.

St. Axorew's Cucnen, Waitpy.—~The annual
congregational soiree was held ia the base-
ment of this church on the 21st February, and
was & great success. There were about 500
present.  After ample justice had been doneto
the tea and viands, the people assembled in the
church proper, when the Rev. K. McLennaa,
A.B., the pastor, took the chair, and gavea
short, but appropriate address. Thercafter, in-
teresting and instructive speeches were de-
livered by the Rev. Messrs. Scott, Shaw, and
Muir. DBetween the addresses the choir, led by
Miss McGilleray on the harmonium, sang some
excellent pieces with great taste.

After votes of thanks had been given to the
ladies for the tact and spirit they had evinced
in furnishing the tea-tables, to the manafers
for completing the basement of the church, to
the choir for their music, to the speakers and
the chairman, the large assemblage left the ele-
gaot church and dispersed to their several
homes.

It must be gratifying to the friends of our
Church to hear that recently Mr. McLennan
received a handsome silver tea-service from his
congregation, and that they are about to pur-
chase a large and commodious house for a
Manse in Whitby. Let other congregations go
and do likewise.

St. Axnre s Cucren, Lixnsav.—On Ssb-
bath, the 4th Macch, Sheriff McDougall, Thomas
Robertson, Esq., and Godfrey McPLerson, Esq.
were ordained elders for ‘he congregation of
the above church.

St. ANprREw’'s CHURCH, ELDON.—A s0iree in
copnection with St. Andrew’s Charch, Eldon,
was held at Woodrille, a Thursday, the 1stof
March. As this was the first soiree the cox-
gregation had ever had, it is due to them to
sta‘e that it was highiy successful. The ladies
aceaitted themselves at the ten-tables as if they
had been long accustomed to soirecs. About
500 sat down to tea in the Town-hall, There-
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after they assembled in the Woodville Baptist

Church, which was kindly granted for the

occasion. After prayer by the Rev. A. Lees,
Sheriff McDougall took the chair, and there-
after interesting and appropriate addresses
were delivered by the Rev. Messrs.-Watson,
Lees, McTavish, McMurchie, and Muir. After
the usual votes of thanks the meeting separated.
1t will not be uninteresting to the many friends
of the Rev. Mr. McMurchie, the minister of the
above church. to learn that his congregation

bave doubled his stipend this year, and that !

I
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from the proceeds of the soiree they intend to
improve the interior of the church

DoxaTions T0 QUEENS ( OLLEGE LiIBRARY.~~
Fducational Department, C.\W., 30 vols. and a
lot of pampblets; Attorney General West, 3
vols.; Alex. Mitchell, Esq., Montreal, 5 vols. ;
Conductors of Presb)tenan, 2 vols.; Rev. J
Barclay, D.D., Toronto, 2 vols. ; Sup. of Edu-
cation, C.E., 8 vols. ; ; Rev. Wm. AL Inglis, AN,
I\mg;ton, 3 vols University of St. Andrew’s t
1 vol.; Sec. Board of Publication, 1 vol.

Correspondence.

—

To the FEdutor.
Sim,—Some of

i members in your owa city in this connection.
.o hints that T intended to '] But apart from the fact that they should not

throw outin t 13 letter have been anticipated , be left 10 do the whole work of sustaining the

by my unknown  able ally” in the last Pres-
Lytenian.  However there are many facts and
principles which remain tobe added in forward-
ing interests so important a3 those centring in
the Temporalities Fund.

Dr. Cook showed at last Synod what might
bave occurred to many before, that it was vain
to think of raising a sinking endowment by
the contributions of the people, since it would
take upwards of £800 invested at six per cent
to pay one minister £50 a year. The only
chance foran cndowment in a pew country isin
getting an interestin lands while they are com-
paratively valueless, but this chance has passed
away. Dr. Muir, in » discussion upon the sub-
ject in 1863, only put the matter, 5o far as the

people’s contributions are concerned, in it¢ pro-
per light, when he said it was scarcely to be -
expected that this generation of settlers in !

Canads, who are comparativeiy poor, but who
t - )

are fast making wealth for posterity, should °

burden themselves with raising an endowment
for the better days to come.  Such an idea
must be given up.

It being given up, it follows that we must
just address oursclves to the task of providing
for every yearg necessities as they anse.  And
how is this to be done? lIs it by appeal-
ing to the genernsity of a few wealthy laymen
in two or three congregations of the Church,
whenever a difficuliy is experienced, as was
done at Christmas 1a3t? [t is much to the

weaker parts of the church, even their princely
generosity will not avail unless it be reduced
toa system. Spasmodic eflorts will not do; it
is the systematic beneficence which the word of
God enjoins, and which is the best test of grace,
that needs 1o be cultivated, and that through-
out the entire church as well as in Montreal.
Without grace men may give occasionally with
liberality, but grace and principle alone will
enable men to stand being habitually called
upon to give.

To provide for the emergency alluded to in
former letiers, it scems to me that the only ef-
fective remedy is to be found in the formalion
of ussuctations m cvery congregation, having their
end 89 call out to the utmost the beneficence of the
peepte. Tt is cheering to see so many congre-
gations in the east adopting this agercy—call
them Lay associntion or Ladies' associations
or what vou please—in such associations lies
tie power 10 keep our churchiout of ier present
embarrassments. Now that an agent is appoint-
ed, 1 would svggest that he visit every congre-
gation, stirring up old associations where they
already ¢xist, and aiding tu form new where
they are not. And then if it be found that
the Church cannotafford permanently to salary
an agent, once the machinery were pat in
motion, it would be a comparatively easy thing
10 keep it going.

The Church at home has largely adopted the

* plan ot collecting moneys by lay agency, and

credit and advantage of the Church that there .

are within its pale men whese hearts are as af-
fluent as their circumstances, who have never
failed to respond to any call that has been

the result wherever it has been tried, is that
congregations more than double their ‘contri-
butions to the scheme. Let us follow so good

- an example, and organize in every congrega-

made upon them from either cast or west. I,
" object of carrying on the kome missionary work,

Jdon't think it would be invidious to individu-
alize our active and intelligently attacbed

tion. committees for raising moneys for the sole

for as yel we are 1o 8 large cxtent only a Mis-
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sionary Churci. We must reach every one con-
nected with the church who would be willing
to give a little to help her. It is a mistake to
suppose that only the well-to-do should be
called upon. Jesus brought tho gospei especini-
1y for the humble, and I am sure thatif they
were properly approached they would not be
backward to show theirappreciation of it. And
there is a dlessing in their contributions. Reach
the heart of the church—Ilet all feel they have
something to do for her—not merely members,
but adherents—~not merely heads of families,
but the individual members—not merely
masters, but servants. What many small con-
iributions will do is seen ia the record of the
parent cburch. Iere and there meation is
made of what this or that nobleman has given,
but it i3 mainly on the multitude of little sums
that the Church rests her schemes. And so while
it is to be hoped that our large-souled friends
in the cities shall continue in the future as in
the past to do themselves credit by their large
contributions, what we need is an agency that
will draw out towards the Church the be-
neficence of al/l who love her, even the hum-
blest.

The principle of giving little and giving often
is the true principle, not merely for cultivating
the spirit of beneficence, but also for the suc-
cessful raising of moneys. John Wesley, with
his dcep insight into the popular heart, and
with bis great powers of organizing, saw this,
apd hence he enjoined his class-leaders to take
2 penny a week from every member of their
classes, and you know the result—Wesleyan-
ism is one of the greatest financial triumphs in
the world. )

But T am not merely theorising when I say
that an army of collectors calling frequently
upoa our people would raise enough moaney to
give every minister, at least $200, and perhaps
$400, thereby removing all the grievances com-
plained of. Such an agency has been tried in
Perth with continually increasing success—it
has been tried in Fergus—it has been tried in
Clifton, aud perhapsino other places thatlknow
notof, as well as in Galt. I speak now of what is
don2 with us and how we doit. Hereis the result
of a few years' experiment. The congregation
has coatributed annually to the missiopary
operations of the church four times as much as
before, when dependence was made upon plate
quarlerly collections. Aund while this result
has been gained, no onc has felt it & hardship.
After three years' trial, I left it with themsalves
to continuec this new plan or to returo w the
old one, and they unanimously voted to coa-
tinae it.
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I base the following calculations upon my
own experience. Tbe congregstion of Galt
may, I think, be put down as a fair specimen
of all our congregations. Itis not wealthy.
Thero is scarcely a member of it who can be
called wealthy,and I find that as a result of
our quarterly collections, we can reckon on a
dollar a year from each member. Some members
give less, but the deficiency is made up by the
contributions of mere adherents, and by those
who give more than a dollar. Assuming that the
ability ofour members throughout the country is
fairly represented by the congregation of Galt—
retemberiog that if some communitiesare poor-
er,someare al30 richer—-and taking the statistics
of memvuership in 1860, as compiled by the inde-
fatigable conveaer, at 12,000, but probably
since increased to 14,000, then we bave §16,000
annually of an income over and above what we
derive from moneys funded, a sum in itself suffi-
cient to keep eighty ministersat the rate of $200
and forty at the rate of $400, the amount that
should be aimed at. Now, I don't thigk that
one dollar from each member of our Church in
Canade i3 more than they can or will give.
Some will give tventy times a3 much, and this
will make up for nineteen that will give no-
thing. Besiudes, there are many adherents who
will contribute as liberally as members. And
this plan will suffice for the future as well as
for the present, because as the Church extends
the number of coatributors extends also.

The congregation is mapped into districts
containing ten or twelve families, and a couple
of ladies, one married and one single, takes the
collecting for each district for the year. They
call upon their constituents quarterly, by an-
nouncing from the pulpit » sabbath or two
before that the collectors will visit the people,
and stating the object of the collection.

Two or three things should be attended to.
Change the collectors every year, if a suitable
change can be made, as they wiil soon tend to
grow weary even in & work of well-doing. We
do not call for the same collectors oftener than
once in three ycars. Enjoin the people to re-
ceive them kindly, as the sclf-sacrificing ser-
vants of the Lord, and take carethat every one
has an opportunity of contributing, discourag-
ing the humble from striving to give as much
a3 the richer, ag they will be tempted to do, and
so will soon cease giving altogether.

Such is the agency we employ. But different
congregations woulg require some difference of
organization. For instazce, in some gentlemen
would perhaps suit better for collectors than
ladics ; and in some perhaps wmonthly collec-
tions might be made, whilst in others, the
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weal thier, visiting the people once & year only
would perhaps gain the end as effectually as
oftener.

The raising of moneys in some such syste-
matic and
denominational voluntaryism, and it would do
the Church good. At present there is little
co-operation as a rule either among the mem-
bers of congregations, or between the congre-
gations with each other. This results in part
from a commendable liberality of sentiment
and an absence of narrow sectarianism, but
without being bigoted, | think we need not be
indifferent or isolated. A common effort at
beneficence would pnt 4 common vitality into
our congregations, and our denominational
attachmenty would rise, upon the principle
stated in a former letter, the more you do for
an object the more you will love and cherish it.

And this i3 not & mintsterial but a congrega-
tinnal question. I, for one, do not think that
when congregations do not make up $59 annu-
ally for the Temporalities’ Fund, commuting
ministers should be expected to put their
hands into their pockets, and pay over the $50
which the Synod recommends. But it is to be
cxpected that they shall not fail to impress
upon their congregation the importance of doing
their utmost te keep up the fund at the most
efficient point possible, sceing that in a few
vears all congregations will be reduced to the
same level. While Dr. Muir's argument is
good a3 a general principle, the present gene-
ration of ministers and Church members would
be wholly wanting in that regard for posterity
that ever characterizes generous minds, if they

inint
3085

way iz what T wounld ecall

: his hearers
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its value your courtesy; and I have to regret
exceedingly if complaints have reached you
from your readers that my letters have been
too long, When I say I don’t delteve it, you may
call me modest, if you chooge. Taccept their
arb*trament of the points at issue between us,
a8 you have invoked it; and I have a better
opinion of their tagte, as well as of their sym-
pathy with everything that concerns their own
Church, than to suppose that they would pre-
fer you to load your columns with the heavy
tumber which you often succeed in gathering
from all quarters and on all subjects; to read-
ing letters of the merit3 of which I say nothing,
but that they have been carefully written, set-
ting forth the situation of the Church in this
Province. Length is relative and not absolute.
It depends upon the nature of the subject, the
parties addressed, and the mode of treatment,
whether aletteroran essay should be regarded
as long or short. And I submitif you have
shown great acumen when yon quote Dr.
Chalmers as enforcing hrevity. His was not a
style of brevity, but of fulness par cxcellence.
He was the great master of evolution and
iHustration, never learing a point until by
turning it over aud over he brought it home to
or readers. And probably the
writer has had a3 good opportunities of judg-
ing of what i3 effective writing for the people
ag his critic has had. Wit and epigram
are not the instruments of justice and truth;
they who are foiled in argument, always like to
have recourse to them. In any case, whilst [
think I am not unwilling to be taught on any

- subject, it may be justly questioned whether

chould not do their utmost to preserve and in- |

crease for the benefit of the Church of the
fature, the nucleus of endowment which we
have, and the like of which is never likely to
be again committed to ihe custody of the
Church.
own personal interests suffer by allowing their
people to be frequently appealed to on behalf
of other objects. It is a mistake. The people
have a Keen perception and a keen appreci-
ation of generosity in their ministers: and the
more earnest 4 minister is in setting forth the
claims of others, the more will the people re-
cognize his own claims.

In conclusion, allow me to tender thanks for
the publication of these letters. I am sorry
that you had to do it under protest—that there
should have been any to opgpse their insertion
in the Presbylerian.  But 1 suppose that to the
snd there will he some who think that truth
geeds their feeble ogis, even though it bas
}een under reiterated protest. I appreciate at

Ministers arc often afraid lest their ¢

the invizible being who dues the censorship of
the Presbuteran has, by the specimens he has
afford=d, made good his right to set himseif np

. a5 a dictator of either the graces or proprie-

ties of literature.
Your obedt. servant,
ROBERT CAMPLELL.
The Manze, Galt, March 15th, 1865.

THE UNION QUESTIUN,

Siz,—I Lave noticed lately, a good many ar-
iicles inserted in the Presbyterian on the Union
Question, all of them advocating, or at least
favourable to the proposition for merging all
the Presbyterian bodies in this Province into
one Church. Al of these articles appear to
overlook the fact that our Church occupies
precisely the same position which she held at
the time of the schizm which took place in
1843 in Scotland, and was followed in 1344
bere, by men who wonld <ot have withdrawn
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from us, but for the uncalled for interference
of those who came ag a deputation from the so
called Free Church. This deputation, by mis-
representations and distorted statements, gain-
ed over a certain number of our adherents,
and even for a time shook the faith of some,
who, on fuller enquiry, and more trustworthy
information, became convinced of the ground-
less nature of the charges brought against the
Church of Scotland. Oa the part of the office-
bearers of our Church, every effort was made
for a re-union at the time; a Cowmmittee, con-
sisting of the Rev. Dr. Cook, Rev. Mr. McGill,
Rev. Mr. Urqubart, Rev. Dr. Matbieson, Rev.
Principal Liddell, together with several of our
most judicious laymen, was appointed to con-
fer with a Committee from the Seceders. What
was the result ? After baving met and dis-
cussed several points connected with the sub-
ject of re-union, the Committee found that the
¢ sentiments uneguivocally expressed by the
Seceding brethren in regard to the Church of
Scotland, were such, that the Committee con-
cluded to hold them a bar to all negotiations,
in limine.”

That the statement of the conduct of the
deputation from the Seceders from the Church
of Scotland, given above, is correct, is con-
firmed by the words of just indignation, pro-
ceeding from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Cook.
In a letter to the General Assembly of the
Free protesting Church of Scotland, dated 3rd
September, 1844, he says :—

¢ Amid many difficulties and privations,
which are neitber experienced, nor conceived
of, by ministers of any denomination in Scot-
land, we were engaged in the peaceful prose-
cution of our labours in this extensive region.
In such circumstances we should naturally
° bave expected, from all churches professing the
same faith, every possible encouragement and
assistance. [t was therefore with much sur-
prise and regret, that weobserved in some of the
organs of the Free Church, expressions of a de-
sirc to produce, or at least to countenance, .
distuption in our Synod, and division and strife
smnag our congregations. We were for a

time willing to ascribe this to ignorance of |
. The party which left then did not go out silent.
© They left & record behind them of the causes

our condition, or to a want of due consi-
deration of the position of our church;
but from the subsequent conduct of the Free
Church in publishing and sendiog out letters,
addresses, and other docupeats, calculated
to excite the feelings of our people, and
commissioning deputations for the same pur-
pose, we are compelled, however uvnwilling-
1y, to conclude, that there exists a desire on
the part of the leaders of that church, to dis-
turb and distract the congregations under our
care .. It was admitted by every mem-
ber of Synod, present at Kingston, in July last,
even by those who left us, *that none of the
causes which led to the disruption in Scotland
exist here,” and in the published words of one
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of those very persons, itis declared, ¢ whatever
may be the differences, betwoen the Established
and Free Churches in Scotland, they utterly
vanish in Canada.” 1t cannot therefore be re-
gardad as unreascaable, that, when caiied upon
suddenly to make a change in our position,
which we clearly saw would plunge us in unnum-
bered evils, without the smallest corresponding
benefit, we should at least pause, and deliberate,
before taking a step, which would be attended
with such fearful consequences; and we cer-
tainly had a right to expect, that before being
accused of acting from unworthy motives, and
exposed to uunjust censures, both here and in
Scotland, as being indifferent or hostile to the
Redeemer's cause, we should have been, at the
very least, requested in a calm and Christian
manner, 10 siate the reasons of our conduct
Ceeenn IR and we cannot but feel
ourselves therefore deeply aggrieved, when
we see charges which we must characterise as
reckless and unwarrantable, brought against
those who, to say the least, have been as faith-
ful and laborious in the service of the Lord, as
they who bring forward such allegations; men
who bave borne the burden and heat of the day,
who have spent years of ill-requited labour in
gathering in those, who but for their exertions
would have been strangers to the means of
Brace...e.oeuen. Why should the late division
in our Synod, a division which may justly be
termed, the most perfectly uncalled for, the
most utterly unaccountable schism, which ever
took place in the Churchof Christ,—be encour-
aged and perpetuated by your influence instead
of being healed, as it might possibly be, by

! your interposition? Why should the able and

zcalous missionaries you send among us, exert
their energies in the endeavouring to distract,
that is, to destroy, our settled congregations,
instead of carrying the message of salvation
into these numerous places in our land, where
a preacher’s voice is seldom heard.”

I have said that our Charch stands in the
same position she occupied at that time. She
holds the same title, possesses the same potwers,
iz tormented with the same grievous sio, re-
garded from a Free Church point of view, as
she was when the schism took place. Are the
Free Church party prepared to unite with us
now ? If so,on what grounds? We bhave not
changed ; how, then, can that which was a sin
in 1644 become a matter of no moment now ?

which urged them to flee from the unholy
thing. In this record, which takes the form
of a Protest, thex pile up charges against the
unfortunate remanecnts, and wind up as fol-
lows: “\WE SOLEMNLY PROTEST to this
venerable court, before God, the Church of
Christ, and the world, that it i3 our conscien-
tions belief that in respect of the premises,
SIN in matters fundamental has been done by this
court : and that while at the same time we con-
tinue to adhere to the Confession of Faith, and
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other standards of this Church, we can yet no
longer, with s clear conscience, hold office in
the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connec-
tiun with the Church of Scotland. And fur-
ther, we protest that the guilt of schism lies
not with us, out with those who have acted in a
way which compels usto depart.” These be brave
words. If they were irue, then, they are true

still. If there isnow nothing to prevents union, |

what cause was there then for secession? In
matters affecting a man's character in private
life, a slandever who desires reconciliation, first
of all withdraws his slander, before he sccks
1o renew the friendship between himself and
the man he has maligned. The first overture
has, apperently come from members of the
seceding party to come back to the folé. The
first evidence they can give of the sincerity of
their desire is to withdraw tho protest as
solemnly as it was recorded. Then, and not

i
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till then, can the question of union be even-
thought of. Any movement preceding this iz
mere mockery.
The great majority of our Church hold simi-
{ lar views to those which I have expressed, bat
there appears to be a belief entertained by
many that the conductors of the Presbyterian
{ will not inscrt articles on subjects which will
excite discussion. This alone can account for
the sbsence of communications oa a subject so
important as the present. I have only as yet
hinted at an argument opposed to union in the
shape in which it i3 proposed, aud I do so very
hurriedly, writing on the very day on which
the letter should be in your bands. Some
abler pen than mine should continue the dis-
cussion ; if not I must try to do so myself. May
the controversy, if onc should arise, be carried
on in a spirit of Christian forbearance.
Yours truly, Ax Evper.

Aritcles Communicated.

WHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS ?
(Concluded.)

IE desigm of the preceding
articles has been to show
how far, and in what res-
peets, the spirit and teaching
of the Romish Church differ

which, as the only definite and
authoritative revelation of His

-will, we take as the only and §
ultimate test by which all religious teaching -

is to be tried. It hasbeen attempted in the
first place to show how unfounded, when
tried by this test, are the pretensions of
the Roman Catholic Church to the power
and authority which she claims as the
inspired Church of Christ; and in the

second place, bow many of her dagmas arc |

not only unsupporicd by Scripture, but are
at variance with its spirit and tenor. It
now remains in this concluding article, to
notice some of the objoctions which apolo-
gists for the Church of Rome have brought
against the Protestant form of faith.

One of the strongest of these objections,
as well as one of the mast plausible, is
founded on the : 1cged misuse of the right
of ** private judgment” maintained by Pro-
testants in _oppesition to the Romanist sys-
tem of recaving revezled trath only through
the interpretation of the 2uthoritative and

from that of the Word of God,

- “infallible” teacher which the Church
i declares herself to be.  Protestants, on the
| contrary, maintain that where God has

spoken, man should hear, for Aimself, that
: He who has graciously bestowed on His
| children a written revclation of His will,
i has also bestowed the capability of recognis-
Ving His voice and of receiving what He

has revealed ; and that the right and pri-
" vilege of thus receiving Iis direct teach-
| ing, is n right and privilege which no one
is at liberty to throw away. The Scriptures
themselves, and Christ’'s own teaching
. abound with expressions implying that it
, was His will that men should come direct
. to the only source of truth, as they did to
Himself while He was among them. © The
. words that I speak unto you—they are
spitit they are life;” Scarch the Scriptures.”
« Sanctify them by thy truth, thy word is
truth;" and other similar expressions,
+ tagether with His own appeals to the written
. word then cxisting, arc surcly warrant

cnough for us in taking as our teacher and

standard of truth that which He has him-
. sclf indicated.  Nor docs He cver speak of
[ any other anthority to be interposed be-
tween the soul and this Divine revelation,
or of any interpreter or teacher save one,
the *“ Comforter, which is the spirit of
trath,” who in his absence was to teach
and ¥ guide into all truth;” who was to
take of the things of Christ and show
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them to all who would follow Him. We | free and unrestrained access to that Reve-
cannot then, we dare not, as beings morally | lation which comes to him direct from his
responsible for our belief, surrender the j God.
duty and the privilege of receiving for =~ Another charge which is brought against
-ourselves the teaching which the Father of | Protestantism, and which unfortunately
our spirits offers us through His Word, ; derives much of its power from the unchris-
and give up our minds and conscicnees into | tian conduct of many Protestants, is that
the keeping of any subordinate authority , of Sectarianism. The Roman Catholic
whatever, no matter what pretensions it | Church, Romanists maintain, was 2 grand
may assume, or with what halo of antiquity ' realisation of the idea of the Universal
it may be surrounded. To do this would ‘ Christian Church until Protestantism came
be to expoic ourselves to the risk of receiv- | with its disuniting effect, splitting the Chris-
ing as truth any error that might be incul- | tian unity into_numberless antagonistic
cated upon us, by the creed, whatever it | scets and parts. It is true that the Church
might be, which early association had | of Rome, for many ages the sole embodi-
taught us to reverence, and throw away | ment of Western Christianity, did in these
our only test of truth, the only chart | rude and stormy ages of the world’s his-
which we have to guide us through the | tory, do much to diffuse the spirit of love
endlessly tossing sea of human opinion. and brotherhood, founded on the basis of
“ But,” says the Romanist, “ there is the | a common Christian faith. It is true that
danger that ‘they who are izmorant and | so long as the authority of Rome held the
unlearned’ may wrest the Seriptures to | minds of men under its own rule, it pro-
their own destruction, that man, thus | duced at least ar ouficard unity, an exter-
exalted by his right of private judgment is | nal adherence to the same creed, though, as
a god unto himself, and that, as is too often | has been already observed, it was but an
done in this age, he may find fault with the | outward semblance of uniformity, and the
chart itself, and take away first one part ! real diversities which lay beneath it were
and then another till he has left himself | at least as great as those now existing
forever without a guide.” To thiswe reply | among Protestants. It is truc also that
that there is no good gift of God, no rela- | when men find themselves released from
tion of life, which is not often abused, yet | the obligation of implicitly recciving the
this abuse docs not warrant us in rejecting | teaching of an external authority some
what God has given, primarily, to be a ! theoretical differences wiust  necessarily
blessing. That it is crer abused arises from | follow. since no human mind is so wide in
the fault of the receiver, not of the good | its range, so clear in its perceptions, and so
and perfect git. The ignorance of thase | free from bias, 2s to be able to take in com-
who wrest the Scriptures to their own de- | plete in all its bearings, any important sub-
struction, to which the Apostle refers, is not | jeet of human thought. All natures possess
tho mere deficiency in human leaming | certain  predominating  tendencies which
which may exist without any culpability, | necessarily lead to 2 onesided view of
but the wilfal tumning away from, and self- | Truth ; and though that Truth, cternal and
deprivation of that tcaching of the Spirit | divine, must be one and the same for all,
of truth, which our Saviour promises toall | yet this partial and limited capacity of
who will rceeive it, and without which | receiving it must, so long as human natuve
indeed, the Bible must often be © foolish- | retains its present charactenistics, cause
ness” to the strongest and most cultivated | many differences of opinion regarding it.
mind. To this causc undoubtedly may be | But. with all who are truly Christians
traced the many bad wanderings of minds, | such differences are mercly  theoretical
in their way true and carnest ; and, however | and of minor importance, while deep
strange and perplexing the wanderings of | beneath cxists the real unity, the living
such may scem, we cannot but hold to our { principle of faith and love which unites
faith, warranted by the teaching of Himwho | them to their common Saviour. It is this,
spake as never man spake, that no onc | which, underlying all external and acci-
cver yet came to His Word, humbly and { dental differences of disgosition, of capa-
honestlyasking forlight and heavenly teach- | city, of culture, of period, of country, of
ing, and was disappointed in being guided { race, binds in one the whole assembly and
“into all trath” necessary for his cternal § church of the first born, which includes
well-being.  Therefore, we maintain, as one | every human being who has ever truly be-
of our most sacred and inalicnable privi- | licved in Jesus 25 his Saviour, under what-
leges, the right of every human being to a ! ever name he may have been called.
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Since then, there are certain minor and
theoretical points on which even true Chris-
tians must differ, as they did also in days
when the Church retained its outward
unity, it seems almost unavoidable that,
for purposes of organization and order, they
should associate themselves in different
divisions of the common army, which re-
cognizes Christ as its only Head. The evil
is, when these bands stand apart from each
other in isolated alicnation, forgetting their |
brotherhood in a common Savicur whose ;
last special command was that they should
“ Jove onc another.”

weakness of this love,—through the spirit
of Churchism overshadowing the spirit
of Christianity—through the ercction of
some¢ denominational interest or pride above
devotion to the advancement of Christ's
kingdom, that bitterness and cxclusiveness
arise, the clashing of denominational inter-
csts. and the teo frequent display of a
je=lousy and animosity unworthy of these

who profess to be governed by the spirit of

Christ. Pmbnbh rever till Christ Him-
sclf shall come in person, shall all differ-
cnces be removed and all Christians drawn
torether In ene visible, united, universal
Church. But, in the mcantime, there is
nothing to prevent their co-operating far
more cordially than they new do. in love
and good works. and showing to the world
that thc attraction of 2 common Christian-

1ty is stronger far than the repulsive form

of diffcrence of opinicn. We may at lcast
hope, that as minds grow generlly more
enlizhtened, and prejudices mradually dis-

appear, the separate branches of the Church

of Chnst may. by greater charity and
toleration, by laying less stress on the
peculianities of creeds and confessions, or.
mast of ail, by a2 more intense * looking
unto Jesas 7 as the central paint of union.
bring about at least an approximation te
Christian unity. and thus remove one of
the greatest stambling-blocks in the way of
Romanists and the greatest stisma which,
through human imperfection, has attached

1tsclf to the pare gospel faith of the Refor-

mation.

Anather faature of the superiority which
the Church of Rome cla*ms for itsclf is the
completenese and impresdvenessof its < ap-
phaznces,” that i, its ritoa] and modes of
worship. Its pargeous Mass, its poropous
processions, with solemn mausic echoing
through wanlted aisles, its pictares. croc-

fixes, and the magnificence of its rites in
" and in wlose worship the externally beauti-

general, are, it is mid, auxilisries to devo-
tion adwmirably adapied to the complex

f silent;
It is through the
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| nature of man. “ Protestantism,” it is
said, * has attacked rites and ceremomes,
many of which were instituted by the Sa-
viour, and others hallowed by the pracncc
of the apostles and early Christians.” To
this charge we may safely rejoin :—which
of the rites instituted by our Saviour
l kas Protestantism ever attacked? The
1 only ones which he instituted,—Baptism
 and the Lord's Supper, Protestantism has
retained in all their primal simplicity. On
| other * rites and ceremonies Scripture is
and those which may have been
countenanced by the practice of the Church

_at a comparatively carly period, did not
appear in it, til it had begun to lose its

purity and to place its trust in things ex-
ternal.  Where does our Saviour or any of
His apostles say 2 single word 10 counten-

, ance the pomp of Roman Catholic ritual.—

the splendour of vestments, the endless sue-
cession of observances.—as worship fitted
to please Him? On the contrary. His
teaching always discouraged the religion
of outward form and show.—alwnys im-
pressed the truth * they that worship Him,

. must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

Instances of this are his repeated rehukes
of the Scribes and Pharisees for the impor-
tance which thev attached to certain obser-
vances, and His teaching in regard to
praver, when, for example, He bid his dis-
ciples not to " usc vain repetitions as the
Heathens do, for they think they shall be
heard for their much speaking “—a deserip-
tion which forcibly recalls the endless repe-
titions of Aves and other formulas in
Roman Catholic worship.

Nor is it any sufficient apology fer such
a system to say that because outward ma-
jesty and show gratify certain cravings in
the natare of man, tlwy are thercfore use
ful auxiliaries to religious worship and
spinitaal odification.  There are many de-
sires in human natare. the satisfying of
which is ro more cakulated to further
spiritaal life than the gratification of the
appetites.  Undoubtedly the capacity for
enjoving all that excites the ideas of sub-
limity and beauty. is a good gif? of God,
and may like every other  good and per-
feet 7ift” be sanctified by a devout and re-
verent spirit.  Stili the mere sense of the
beautiful may be, and often is, disociated
from the spirit of religion, from even the
idea of Him who is the author of it. Of
all ancient nations, the Greek was the one
west alive t0 cvery perception of beauty,

ful most largely predominated and was most
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keenly appreciated. Yet to the Greek, !
with his keen intellectual nature and his |
love of beauty, St. Paunl declared that the ,
preaching of a erucified Saviour was *‘ fool-

ishness,” * for the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God.” Christianity appeals,

not to man’s sensuous, or even his merely

intellectual nature, but to his spiritual

pature, and his soul must be acted upon

nst by a sensuouws, but by a spiritual

agency before 1t can receive it.  Yrotestant-

ism has been found fault with for the

“ bareness,” of its worship, while Catholic-

ism has been lauded as ¢ perfectiy and com-

pletely adapted to the imstinctive tastes

and longings of the human heart.” But

better far a simglicity, even to hareness,

which concentrates the heart and soul of

the worshipper on the invisible God, who

i< not far fym any one of us, which com-

pels him todraw his devotional feeling from

the real presence of the invisible but joving

Saviour—than the pomp of obsersance, the

overpowering cffect of music and incense,

the presence of crucifixes and images,
which instead of teaching men to soar to
the spiritual, too generally chains them
down to the sensuons, and leads them to
mistake emotions which are bat the grati-
fication of certain natural tastes, for the real,
<piritual communion with God, which is
the only truc worship. He¢ who cannot
draw spiritual nourishment from the sim-
plest and most unadorned scrvice where
God is truly sought. but requires the in-
fiuence of an imposing ritual to cali forth
his spiritual sensibilitics. should beware
that his idea of rclizion be not al
tagether a delusion, and his fancied spini-
tual emotions the mere exercise of naterai
sensibilities which may be as far removed
from God as were thase of the ancient
Greek.  Andin this 25 in so many other
ways, does the practice of the Romish
Church cxercise a most dangerous and
deadly influcnee in drawing men away from
the vital essenee of religion, and leading
them to trust in outward forms instead of
seeking the only truc salvation.

Conaceied to some cxtent with this sub-
ject is that of memorials—that is, of relices,
pictares, &c., &~.—by which the Romish
Church claims that she maintains a strong-
cr link with the past. and teaches her chil-
dren to realize morce vividly the traths of ©
their religion.  Christianity, they say. is
not exclusively spiritual, and bumanity
necds the visble and tangible to keep be
fore it an incarnation and atancment. which
was real and tangible.  But though * the

S
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Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,”
though in order to walk among men, and
teach and suffer, Christ took to himself a
true human body, yet he was ever careful
to inculeate on His followers the trath that
not His physica! and material presence was
to benefit them, but the spiritual life which
by His Holy Spirit was to be communi-
cated to them. When “sorrows had filled
their hearts” because He had revealed to
them 1lis approaching departure, He
comforts them with the words, “ It is
cpedient  for you that I go awruy,
Jor if Igo not away the Comforter will
not come unito you,” showing that as after-
wards proved to be the case, they were to

. receive fuller spiritual blessings after the

withdrawal of His physical presence.  Why,
then, should we occupy our minds and
hearts with relics even of our Lord's life
on carth, which, even if real, could do usne
spiritual good ; why fix our gaze so closely
on images of the crucified Saviour, when
we have the living Christ ever by our side
to support us in life's journcy, and the
Holy Spirit’s teaching to give us life and
light ? We arc indeed to bear * about with
us the dying of the Lord Jesus,” bat it is
in reality not in semblance—in the spirit of
our life, in the daily offering up, in His

- strength, of self and self-pleasing, and not

in the mere contemplation of a past event.
It is true that the Roman Catholic Church
professes to ase the image only as 2 means
to an cnd, and with some it may be so used.
The crucifix. with a text ¢ an exhortation
attached, which meets the eye everywhere,
on hizh road and lanc and mountain-side,
in Germany and Italy, may now and then
impress the mind of the carcless wayfarer
with the thought of the Naviour he has
nezlected; yet, on the whole, experience
bears out theory in the belief that the con-
stant usc of pictures and 1mages is far
morc injurious than bereficial—that the fix-
inz of the attention on the represautatina
tends to withdraw it from the raalizy, and
to demrade and materialize the conception

. of Christian truth.

1f this be truc cven of representations
and relics of our Saviour, how much more
strongly does it hold of relics and pictares

. of the saints. What benefit can we expeet

to receive from such memorials of those
who, on carth, were as much cncompassed
with infirmitics and besetting sins as we
are ourseives, and whoac redemption and
anctification were as much the work of
God's free and  sovereign grace as are our
own. The body of every believer who falls
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asleep in Jesus, is, in a sense, sacred, as
being in Christ’s kecping, to be raised up
holy and incorruptible, at the last day; but
only a Church which teaches its followers to
address prayers to its canomized saints,
could elevate their inanimate remains into
objects of special reverence and adoration.
The Church professedly teaches that such
relics are to be * revered " notworshipped ;
but it is treading dangerous ground, and
there is too much reason to fear that the
fecling with which the superstitious Roman
Catholic regards the relic or the image of
saint or virgin is but little less idolatrous
than the image-worship which the Bibie so

sternly condemns, and the offerings to the |

““Queen of Heaven,” on which God's
severest judgments were pronounced. Not
one word, at all events, does God's Word
contain to countcnance this system while.
on the contrary, it receives most striking
incidental discouragements—as forinstance
when the Lord concealed the burial-place
of Moses, no doubt not to permit the possi-
bility of any superstitious veneration being
paid to his remains or to his scpuichre.
Surely, then, a Church which teaches its
followers to pay such vencration to the

—— e e em em

bones of departed saints and even attaches |

to them a miraculous efficacy, is, by itsown
teaching, condemned !

In its doctrine concerning the inter-
cession of the dead and the guardianship
of angels the Roman Catholic Church pro-
fesses to maintain a stronger conncction
with the unsecn world and a more complete
fellowship with that portion of the Church

of Christ which has passed into the world |

of spirits, while 1 rotestantism * cuts off

thosc relizious sympathics 7 of man which !

would cxtend beyond the things of sense.

But Protestants as well as Roman Catholies -

 belicve in the communton of siints.”
They believe that although our knowledge
of the state of the departed is too limited
to permit us to form any definite ideas
respecting any possibility of communication
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spirits to the heirs of sulvation,” but we
have no definite information to what extent
and in what way He employs this office of
ministration. But when we are sure of
our Saviour's constant wvardianship and
guidance, we need not be anxious about
that of angels, and we may be content to
leave the matter where Revelation has left
it, sure that we are in a better and more
loving keeping than that of any created
being,

The only other point of superiority
claimed by the Church of Rome, which
need here be noticed, is her boasted “ In-
dividuality-the tact with which she adapts
herself to the various tastes and dispositions
of her followers. She can, it is affirmed,
make herself attractive to the most differ-
ently constituted natures. and attach to het
service the most diverse gifts and impulses.
In her various orders of both sexes, she
aives scope and direction to the ardour and
the cnergies of those who would renounce
the world and give themselves to a higher
service—to those who ** recogmize God in
tlic poor, the down-trodden and the wretch-
cd,” and would live to minister to then.
* Tou the man of the world she shows a
Pope on the throne, Bishops in palaces.
and all the splendour of carthly dominion:
to pilerims and enthusiasts she offers pen-
ances. pilgrimages and convents ; and to the
mass of men who acish to reconcile both
worlds, she promises purgat. vy, so_far soit-
cned dowen by the masses af the priest and
the prayers of the faithiul, that its jfires
may be anticipated without orenchelming
dread.” Can such a Chnistianity—thus de-
scribed by one of its own apologists—indeed
lay claim to being the pure. the holy, the
uncompromising religion of Jesus of Naza-
reth. In Ilis teaching, at all cvents. we
do not find such a suspicious flexibility—
such a dangerous ¢ assimilation” of the evil

, tendencies of that nature which it was His

mission to rencw. Ile did not so “ adapt”

. Himsclf to the opinions and tastes of the

yet that, ¢ Christ, we may still hold com- :
tunion with thesc who have gone to be
. comprowsing stand which e made amainst
Saviour, and brotherhood in Him, is a .
stronger link between the Church militant .

with Him, and the tic of love to a comimoen

and the Church triumphant than any that
the ductrines of the Romanist can forge.
As to the guardianship of angels, the
teaching of the Council of Trent, that God
appoints to every human being a guardian
angel to watch over him through life is no-
where oonfirmed by Scripture.  We are told

 men of the world™ in Miis day. On the
contrary, it was thc dctermined and un-

cverything whose spirit was of this world,
which subjected Him to the hatred and the
persecution which ended in the sufferings of
Calvary. Jostcad of showing men 2 way
to “ reconcile both worlds”” and gain
Heaven by a compromise of * purgatorial
fires,” made as casy as possible, He teaches
most cmphatically that there is but one way,
and that 2 * narrow way " for all. « Strive

that God scads His angels as  ministering | to enter in at the straight gate;” © Ye
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cannot serve God and mammon;” “ Leta ' without a high and holy mission. A few

man take up his cross and follow me, for

whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and '
whosoever will loce his life for my sake

shall find it.” ¢ If ye were of the world,
the world would love its own, but because

ye are nnt of the world, therefore the world

hateth you.” Such are a few examples of
His constant teaching that there must be a
choice between the spirit and interests of
this passing world, and the higher spiritual
life which is to begin here, and find its full

devclopment in a Heaven of perfect holiness. |

How fearful, then. is the responsibility of a
Church which teaches men that they may,
while here, give themselves up to the spirit

tion on an unwarranted hope of purification
hereafter 2 Nor is it true, that because

words from one, who, amid the excitement
of the busy metropolis of Great Britain has
herself set a bright example of laborious
devotedness to the work of Christ, may be
quoted in reference to this important sub-
ject. “ A convent has its rules and occu-
pations, and why should the care of the
poor, of the young, of the sick or the
aged belong only to Sisters of Charity in
the Church of Rome ? The women of that
Church have done more for her than her
priests, but has not the universal Church
of Christ need of the work of women also ?

" and of women who can give their life to it?
C " not shut up within any four walls—not shut
of worldliness and peril their eternal salva-

Protestantism has uot established religious

orders, she does not effer cncouragement

and a sphere of action to those who would -

devote their whole lives and energies to the
service of God. She does not, indeed,
separate men from their fellows in any arti-
ficial sanctity, nor teach them to

“ Hid, for cloistered cell,
Their neighbour and their work farewell.’

lizion out with them into the world, or
make cvery phase and relaticn of life a
means of serving and glorifying their Di-
vine Master.  In her ministry, her nu-
merous missions of various kinds, she offers

out from the refinements and refreshings of
occasional change of scene and scciety, but

" shut in to a single and simple aim and pur-

pose to live for Christ and to win souls to
Him.”

Protestanism has been called the  reli-
gion of ncgation.” Circumstances, and
its name, have given some shadow of plau-

, sibility to this view, but the imputation 1s

' false.

Had the general Christian Church

" maintained its pristine purity, bad it not

become darkened and corrupted by the

" accrctions and superstitions of Popery,
She teaches them rather to take their re- -

abundant scope for those who wish the more -

speeial serviee of the sanctuary, giving them

a wider ficld for their activity than gene- '

ally falls to the lot of dwellers in canvent
cells.  Most untrue, also, is the charge that
Protestants © have no Sisters of Charify.”
There have been among Protestants many
a true sister of charity, unbound by vows,
undistinzuishable in dress. open to all the
common ties and sympathics of life, and
yet ziving herselfup wholly and unreserved-
Iv to works of faith and love.
Florence Nightingale, Amclia Sieveking,
arc but 2 few of the noble names which

there would have been no need for o Pro-
testant, and the whole Church of Christ
throurhout the world, would have held in
its purity the faith in defence of which
it has been necessary for Protestan.
tism to ficht. The faith, then, which as
Protestants we hold is, we believe, the faith

. of the Bible, the faith tanght by Christ and

Mrs Fry,

might be quoted as cxamples, besides the

thousands of devoted Christian women

whase names have been unknown beyond °

the circle of their personal acquaintances, *

but who have, like the beloved Persis,
*Iaboured much in the Lord.”
day, more than ever before, are opening up

channels for Christian female ageacy, so !
that none with any sincerity of heart and :

carnestness of purpose, can justly complain

Inourown -

His disciples—the faith of the Apostolic
Church. We hold it for this reason, and
because it satisfies our reason and conscience,
answers to our inmost needs, awakens the
full responsc of our souls. teaches us the
true diznity of humanity. and gives us
sirength and power to accomplish what God
requires from us. It teaches us to realize
the presence of our Eternal Father who is
not far from any one of us—it gives us a
Laviour and helper ever at our side—an in-
spired teacher in the Holy Spirit, the Com-
forter, commemorative sacraments, which
from time to time may rekindle our love
and intensify our zeal-—constant access to
our Heavenly Father in prayer, through the
one only Mediator—the world for 2 mission-
ficld, and an open Bible in which we may
at all times verify the truth of our belicf.
And if any one objects to call this by the
name of Protestantism, if he objects to it as
the religion of Luther, or of any human

that in the Protestant Church she isleft ! jeader of opinion, let him put names out of
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sight and take his faith from the Bible.
Every true Protestant will be satisfied if he
will accopt the teaching of Christ himself,
of St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. John, as he
finds them in their purity in the Holy
Scriptures.

But becausec Roman Catholicism takes
from man his right to go to the Word of
God for his belief, because she interposes a
human organization and human authority
between his soul and God, because she |
teaches that salvation is dependent on any-
thing else except the atoring sacrifice of
Christ, because she is fiercely and determin-
edly intolerant of everything that does not
acknowledge her sway, and cannot suffer |
religious liberty to exist where she has the |
power to prevent it—therefore we are and |
must always be, Protestants against her
system. And while we may admit that the
Roman Cutholic Church contains, and has
always contained, many earnest Christiaps,
who, amid much surrounding error, are
resting on the true ground of salvation, it
is not inconsistent with the love we should
bear to them as fellow Christians, or the
charity we should cherish to Roman Catho-
lics in general, to maintain and preserve in
its integrity, with all our cnergy, the greater
purity of faith which is our noblest heritage,
and which was won for us by our forefathers
through blood and tears, in times of storm |
and darkness now happily past !

It is true, indeed, that too many Protest-
ants are merely nominal Christians, that
they have never realized the truth and
power of the truth they profess to believe.
A nominal and formal Protestant is no
better than an ignorant and superstitious
Roman Catholic,—nay is worse, if the
latter be in carnest. Belief in outward
forms and observances,—the idolizing of
any particular church organization, or mere
human formula of theological belicf. are as
injurious when they appear in Protestants
as they arc in Roman Catholics. There is.
also, no branch of the Church of Christ now
so thoroughly imbued with the spirit of
Christ as was the early Church in the ardour !
of its first love, in days when they who pro-
fessed the Chnstian faith, did so “ with
their lives in their hands” But if we
have to confess, with shame and sorrow,
that Protestants arc often less consistent
with their belief than Roman Catholics, it
maust also be borne in mind that a religion
of the heart and spirit is far more difhcult
than one of outward observance,—that the
hope of gaining heaven by good works is
sometimes an incentive to those who have

—————— e
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never felt the constraining power of the love
of Christ,~—and that it is casier for some
to yield themselves up in blind obedience
to Church authority than toface the solemn
responsibility of realiging truth for them-
selves.

But if to be a consistent Protestant is
more difficult than to be a zealous Roman
Catholic, He who demands this “reason-
able service " will give the strength for ful-
filling it. And when Protestants, leaning
on this strength, shall more fully realize
the high privileges and responsibilities of
the pure Gospel truth which they have re-
ceived, and shall more consistently * live
that life” of followers of Christ, they will
do more than all the controversial works ever
written, win souls to the truth, as well as
fulfil Christ’s command that His disciples
should shine as “lights in the world.”

ToNa.

A FEW THOUGHTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS,
BOTH NEW AND OLD, ON THE WORDS
OF THE WISE MAN.

In things cscential unify . in things doubtful fiberfy.
in all things charity.

HIS dictum, the hived wisdom
; of ages, haz a wide range
,.?a of application, and he is
the true man whoacts upon
it, in forming a proper estimate,
Y and in drawing sound conclu-
sions in regard to the physieal.
political, intellectual and moral
state and progress of the human
famils. By overlooking the importance of thiz
dictym men have often written bitterly, and
reasoned falsely while discussing the principles
of education, politics, philosophy, and religion.
In this article we shall confine our attcntion to
the influence which, in our opinion, this dictum
should excrcise over the Christian conscious-
ness of the community. Before, however, we
enlarge upon our subject, it may not be out of
place, 10 premise & few remarks.

1. Man possesses rclative, not absolute
knowledge : God only knows the absolute aod
the unconditioned. Man may have fsith in God
altbough he cannot comprehead His infini-
tude. Truth. though one, is many-sided.

2. in the cndlesa variety of men's minds, it
cannot be expected that all will agree ia re-
gard to temporal and material objects, much
less eternat and spiritual. Charles the Fifth of
Germany found, in his retirement, after he bad
ceased o be Emperor, that ashe was unable to
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make two clocks go alike, it was folly in him,

when wearing the imperial diadem, to have |
' naked, and consolation fur the miserable. From

«xpected that all men should think alike on
religious topics. The expericnce of every think-
ing and observant man in the nineteenth cen-
tury is the same as that of Charles, in the
sixteenth.

3. Monotony is not harmony; uniformity is |
not unity ; nor is sameness any mark of beauty |
: humanity—thebridal ofheaven and earth—the

or sign of healthy life.

We make these observations to heep us, on
the one hand. from a latitudinarianism which
is too often synonymous with infidelity. and on
the other, from a traditionalisin—which, with
human authority and custom fur il5 teachers,
would have us discard vur intellecteal facul-
ties in the iavestigution of truth, and thus
render us unsble to give an answer tu every
one that asketh us, u reason of the hope that is
in us.

We shall now enter upon the domain of our
subject :—** In things essential unity,” &c.

Whiat, then. are those essentials of Christianity |

which demand unity amongst its profe<sors ?

1. A belief in the ntonement of Jesus Christ,
as the only propitiatory sacrifice to divine jus-
tice, for the sins of a guilty world.

The doctrine of the atonement is the central
truth of Scripture.
the treasure-house of inspiration. It is the
losetta stone by which e are enabled to
interpret the sacred writings of Moses and
David, of Isaiah and Paul.
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thiem that are bound. In it we have riches for
the poor, sight for the blind, clothing for the

it hope fills its ghttering lamp, mercy draws
its sweetest tldings, love extracts its benign
spirit, while on it faith finds its firmest and only
stronghold.

In the incarnation and atonement of Jesus
Christ we have the union of divinity with

meetingy of God with mac in the covenant, well
ordered and sure. Iere is love without sel-
fishness, and condescension without degrada-
tion; for **God's thoughts are not man's

. thoughts, nor are Ilis ways man’s ways.” (Is.

It is the key that unlocks |

55 and 8.)

There is a rocky pass in the Scottish High-
lands, narrow and dangerous, and famous for
itsmany battles. There, if twoequalsmet, inthe
certain and sure encounter, there was the death
or overthrow of one or both of the combalants ;
but if an inferior met there with a superior,
the former lay prostrate on the rock and
allowed the latter to pass over his body. If we
sy use the illustration of this Higbland pass,
and we speak with reverence in the atonement
of Christ, the God-men kneels and dies, in or-
der that over the sacrifice of his body He may
bring once guilty man to heaven. It is through

" Christ and through Him alone that salvation

It is the light of |

the spiritual world coming ever bright and re-

freshing from the Sun of Righteousness.

teries, answers those questions. and solves
those prob'ems which the carnest andreflective
mind seeks after.
to Isaiah, from Isatah to Paul. from Paul to the
last convert to Christianity, have hield and hold

1
The |
cross of Christ it is that unravels those mys- |

is brought to a ruined world ; for ¢ there is no
other name under hecaven given among men
whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4 and 12.)

We have given this prominence and this
precedence to the atonement as being the primsl
cssential of Cbristianity which demands unity

" amongst its professors.

All tree believers from Abel |

the doctrine of the atonement of the Lamb of .

Gad as cssentizl to salvation.

For what isthe -

high and ecstatic chorus of the saints’ song in -

heaven, but this: “Unte Him that loved us
and washed us from our sians in 1is own bloed.”
Language cannot fully describe its types, its

<ymbaols, its majesty. its biessings, its hopes, or |
" a belief in the Bible as the word of God.

ite Great Author and Finisher. In the atone-
ment of Christ, “mercy and truth are met to-
gether: righteousness and peace have kissed
each other,” (Ps. 85 and 10))
wagaified, trath giorifed, and holiness vindi-
cated, and “ God though a just God is yet the
justifier of him who brileveih in Jesus,” (Rom.
X and 26.) Through thic atonement, and this

captive, and the opening of the prison doors to

Here is justice

1. Because magy have been firm belicvers of
this doctrine who were not and in point of
time could not be in possession of the Canon of
Scripture, as the patriarchs, propbets, and pri-
mitive Chustians.

2. Because, even now, in semi-heathen lands,
it is possiblc and highly probable, there are
Christians who, in point of privilege, never
were in possession of the entire Scriptures,

II. The sccond essential of Christiznity,
which demands unity amongst its professors, is

What is the Bible? It is the apocalypse of
God's character to man—the revelation of
Gad, as the Creator and Governor of the uni-
verse, and in Jesus Christ, the Redecmer and

' Judge of the world. We take for granted its an-

thenticity, genuineness and divine inspiration.

f In our spiritual relations to Gud it is our duty
atonement alone, deliverance is preached tothe
adopt the threc “onlys™ of D'Aubigné: 1s

and privilege, as Christiaus, to attend to, and



122

« The work of Christ only ; 20d, The work of the
Spirit only ; 3rd, The word of God only.” The
Bible is full of religious knowledge, in it we
see—1st, A form of worship; Znd, An idea of
God; 3rd, Anidea of the relatios of man to
(God ; 4th, A system of doctrines ; 5th, A system
of ethics; and 6th, A system of mysteries. It
is not a text-book on science or metaphysics,
although it is in its pages that painting and
sculpture find their grandest subjects, music and
poetry their sweetest songs, and literature and
philosophy their noblest thoughts. It is hoary
with antiquity and redolent of the piety of
ages. It is a perennial fountain in this moral
desert—a striking miracle in our libraries. The
devil and wicked men have conspired against
it, and cmployed fire and water to destroy
it, but their efforts have been vain. It has
been preserved by the arm of Omnipotenceand
been watched by the eye of Omniscience.
Hence, the forces of evil have never yet been
able to make & breach in the lines of the Bible ;
much less to put to flight a single truth shel-
tered bebind them. 1t is alight to the feet,and
a lamp to the path of a sinful and sobbing
world. It has God for its author—truth for its
subject—and salvation for its aim. The lan-
guage of the poet is apposite :

** This lamp (the Biblc) from off the cverlasting

throne
Mercy took down, and in the night of time
Stood casting on the dark her gracious bow,

And evermore beseeching mon with tears,
And carnest sighs to hear, belicve and live."’

The Bible is both plain and wonderful. Its
language, its illustrations, its writers are for
the most part from common life. As Cromwell
told the painter to paint him as nature made
kim, so the Bible flatters not, but givesusa
troe portraiture of man’s state before God. It
bas outlived its enemies: for opposition, like
the shaking of the torch, bhas only made its
truths shine with greater radiance and beauty.
Natuoral theology gnd the physical scienses are
more and more becoming its devout handmaids.
It has passed through many ordeals uninjured,
and is &t present passing through the furnace;
but up to the present moment geology with its
bammer has been unable torend theRock of ages.
Astronomy with it3 glass has failed in detect-
ing a spot in the Sun of Rightcousness ; nor has
chemistry with its crucibles and tests found
poison in the manna from heaven, or impurity
in the waters of salvation. Like the wise men
of the East, philosophy and literature, and
philosophy and science bave come to bow in
reverencs before the truth of God's word, and
the Baviour of the world. Ia the Bible we have
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the majesty and infallibility of truth, for there
we have the writings of those venerable and
holy men * who of old spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.”

I1. Ta things doubtful, Liberty.

In applying this statement to Christianity,
there is great need for caution and charity. It
is not necessary, however, to sacrifice principle
that we may be liberal, to give to an ism what
is due to Christianity, or to give to a religious
champion what is due to Christ. Contem-
plating the Christian Church in its various
denominations, we apprehend we dono injury to
its spirit or consciousness, when we class the
things that arc doubtful under three heads:
1st. The different ecclesiastical polities which
exist, where those polities come not between the
soul and Christ and are best adapted to the
circumstances of the communities where they
exist.  Thus, Episcopacy is suited to the differ-
ent orders of society which exist in England;
Presbytery is suited to & bigh state of cirili-
zation, and capnot exist without it. At pre-
sent, we write not as an Episcopalian, or Pres-
byterian, or Congregationalist, or Methodist, or
Baptist, butas the representative of the Chris-
tinno Church. Iu the great biography we find
sufficicnt instruction, and may obtain satis-
factory answers to two important questions.
What form of State Government is the best?
‘* Renderunto Cesar the things thatare Cesar's,
and unto God the things that are Cods.”
Under what form of Church government siall
we obtain the purest services? “God is a
spirit, and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.” 2nd. The dinerent
methods of supporting the ministers of the New
Testament.

This causes us to speak of the establishment
and voluntary principles. Of the former prin-
ciple, there never was a greater advocate than
Dr. Chalmers, while Dr. Joha Brown was pre-
cminent as its opponent and the supporter of
the latter. In certain circumstances botb are
good ; so that to our mind that church is most
liberal which is ready to adopt both principles
in carrying out her schemes and accomplishing
her work.  Let not, therefore, the upholder of
the endowment principle condemn bhim who
adopts the voluntary principle. The Chbris-
tian consciousness of the commnunity frowns
upon intolerance, and says, let them “agreeto
differ"—There is liberty. 3rd. The different
modes of ceremonial and worsbip, by whichno
injury is necessarily done to the spiritual cul-
tus or worship of God's House. Paul saye,
i11et all things be done decently and in order,”
&c. No where is this injuncticn more neces-
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sary than in the sanctuary. Let me give an
illustration or two uuder this bead: 1st. The
wearing of gowns by the clergy ; 2nd, The useof
a liturgy; 3rd, Sitting or standing in praising
God; 4th, Standing or kneeling to pray; and
5th, Sitting or kneeling to receive the Lord's
supper, &c. In taking a conjunct view of the
whole, it is well to love our own Church, but
it is better to loveand manifest the spirit ol the
Gospel. By looking less at the non-essenlials
.and more at the essentials of our holy faith, we
shall bave purer motives in trying to bring
others to a knowledge of the truth. In this
way we shall throw oil on the troubled waters
of tontroversy, and lay the axe of Christian
liberty to the root of the upas tree of bigotry.

III. In all things, Charity.

Charity is the queenof the graces, and mani-
fests itself in almsgiring, benevolence, phil-
anthropy—in love to God and man. The
chorus of the sweet minstreisy of charity is
% Glory to God in the Livhest: on earth peace,

good will to man.’ MNotaing becomes & man |
sn much as charity. It will make him courteous, |
forbearing, forgiving, and humble. In dealing
with those who differ with him in religious
matters, he will make a distinction between
the essentials and the non-essentials, and will
take :nto account their variety of tempera-
meats, diverse training and cast of mind. He
will not be jealous of the Christian brethren
who are eminently successful in doing guod— .
who are in the vaoguard id extending Mes- |
siab’s kingdom throughout the world. He will g
rejoice in their prosperity, and with Paul i
exclaim, “ If Christ be preached, I therein do
rejoice, yea and will rejoice,” (Phi. 1 and 18.)
And why? Because no sect has a monoply of
salvation. Let us lcarn a lesson from the
Grest Biography. ¢ Jolhnanswered, and said,
Master we saw one casting out devils in thy
name and we forbade him, because he followeth
not with us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid
bim not ; for be that is not against us is for
us.” (Luke 9, 49, 50.) In thus conceding the
utmost liberty and charity to the diverse non-
essential opinions and distinctive ecclesiastical
features of those Christian denominations,
who differ from us, let us all try to mcet upon
the same common platform, to publish in the
true Cbhristian sense the Fatherhood of God—
the Sonship of Christ—the cficacy of the Holy
Spirit—and the brotherhood of man. If there
canznot exist, and we believe that for wise and
300d ends God bas over-ruled that on earth
there should not exist one external body of
Christians, let there be amongst us—Ist, A

union of sypatby and charity ; 2nd, A union
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of jealousy and rivalry for the glory of God and
the spread and preservation of the Tcuth 2 3rd,
union of assistance or co-operation in every
good work ; and 4th, A union of principle and
doctrine. Let our worship be spiritual; our
gospel, the gospel of Christ; our great aim the
good of mankind and the salvation of souls.
In the ordinary affairs of life let us be sincere,
and just, and Chbristlike. Letus ‘““bear each
others burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
Let cur gentleness and forbearance be the
growth-theefliorescence of our charity knowing
that ¢ charity shall cover the multitude of sins,’
(1 Peter 4 and 8.) Let us flee from intoler-
ance on the one hand ar 1 from superstition on
the other. Let us quote another injunction
from the Greet Biography.—‘Judge not that
ye be ot judgec,” (Mat. 6 and 1.) Let us see
in one of the incidents recorded in the life of
Apelies (the famed painter of Greece) an
adu:abration of what the spirit of Christian
charity should ecffect. Alexander the great
came to Apeiles for his portrait, the painter
with his aesthetic eye saw 4 scar on the right
temple of the world s conqueror, which would
mar the beauty of the perirait. Apelles drew
Alexander in a sitting posture with bis right
band gracefully covering the blemish aud in
this way no defect was visible on the canvas.
Even so with us when the exposure of a Chris-
tian’s fault or infirmity is unnecessary and
would do barm rather than good, let us put
over it the right hand of charity. Let us not be
proud or vain glorious. * Let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall” *If a
brother be overtaken in & fault, y¢ who are
spiritually-minded, restore such a one in the
spirit of meekness, lest ye also be tempted.”

In concliusion. Here, the Church is imper-
fect; yoander, it shall be without spot or
wrinkle. Here, we bave the Shibboleth of
party ; yonder, Christ and Christian shall be
all in all. Here, §¢ have the cross and gar-
ments rolled in blood; yonder, we shall have
the crown and the spotless robe. Here, we have
the mournful cypress; yonder, we shall bear
the jorful palm. Here, we have the jarring
dinlects of earth; yonder, we shall speak the
pure language of heaven. Here, we bave
carth’s minor plaintive harmony; yonder, we
shall bave the noble swell of besven’s music.
Here, we arcignorant and indoubt ; yonder, we
shall knosw, even as also we are known. Here,
we are in sorrow and have to wipe away tho
cold swcat of spiritual agony ; yonder, weshall
share joys and participate in a blessednesslong
28 cternity, and stable ag the throne of God.

Lindsay, 5th March, 1866. J. B. MUIR.
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. Hotrces and Rebietos.

Gop’s GLorY IN THE HEeavens. By
William Leitch, D.D. London and
Montreal: Alesander Strahan. 1866.

ed Principal Leitch. A few of the chap-
ters were originally published in ** Good

Words ;" but before publication in its pre- .
- become a zeneral favourite.

sent form much new matter was added.

The object of the work is to present a ,

survey of recent astronomy and specula-
tion, in connection with the religious ques-
tions to which they give rise. 1t is almost
needless for us to recommend the work to
our readers. In a lucid yet popular style
the author brings forward questions of the

bighest interest, and in so interesting a :
manner that a subject too often lcoked |

upon as a dry study is rendered attractive : 3
- on her voyage, continues to be as well

even to those least acquainted with the
science of which the author writes.

MESSRS. STRAHAN'S PUBLICATIONS.

Goop Worps. Edited by Dr. Norman
Macleod.

Suxpay MagazINE.
Guthrie.

THE ARGOSY : A Magazine for the Fire-
side and the Journey.

To the Messrs. Strahan, Cavada is deep-
ly indebted for furnishing, at a cheap rate,
a style of reading which has alreaay dis-
placcd a mass of mawkish, sentimental
trash, let loose upon us from the United
States. The damege done by the silly
literature with which the country has been
deluged is almost inconceivable, und the
injury to the minds of our young people

by the perusal of light reading, ill written, '

and tending to the formation of a slip-
shod style, full of vulgarisms and new-
coined’ words,

ica is po small boon to these I'rovinces.

ling character, many of whicn will remain
as classics, and descend as evidences of the
intellect of the nincteenth century. To

some of these we have from time to time :

directed attention. Of the serials now be- !
fore us, the irst two are so well established

that we need do no more thnn allude to , '

i them.

" most moderate means.

We have received the new edition of this :
admirably wri:ten work of the late lament- °

" as Charles Reade,

Edited by Dr. -

. sible

is visible to tco great an ;
extent in the compositions to be met with
every day. The advantages which British : of the hizhest intellect regarding subjects
pubhshcrﬂ now possess over those in Amer- |

They fully sust.in their reputation,
and are within the reach of the man of the
*“The Argosy,”
the third on the list, is a new venture
launched on the sea of public opinion. Of
a different stamp from the others in its
aims, it is lighter in its articles than either,
without being frivolous, and promises to -
The list of
contributors already given contains the
names of some who are well known, such
Mrs. Oliphant, Henry
Kingsley, Awmeclia B. Edwards, Isa Craig,

t &c. There arc papers by others, for in.
© stance, “A Peep at Madrid,” “A Night

Encounter with the Hydahs,” and BEs-
says by Matthew Browne, which lead us
to desirc more acquaintance with their
authors. If * The Argosy,” now starting

mannced as now, the publishers will have

* little reason to regret their venture.

' THE QUARTERLY REVIEW, EDINBURGH

Review, Norta BritisH REVIEW,
WesTMINSTER REVIEW, and BLACK-
wooD's MAGAZINE. American Reprints.
Montreal: Dawson Brothers.

In speaking in the notice above of the
disadvantages arising to us from the issues
of American publlshcrs there is a very
striking exception which we must make.
The Quarlcrlics and Blackwood, furnished
by Messrs. Leonard Scott & Co. for about
a third of the price for which they could
be obtained in Britain, are almost indispen-
to the man who desires to keep up
with the current literature and intellectual
advancement of the age. 1t would be a
task of supererogation to dissect the con-
tents of these valuable works. They re-
present cvery shade of opinion, and from
the oftentimes conflicting thought of men

of thic deepest interest, the careful reader

! muy often rise with a clearer insight into

These advantages have been perecived by | some of the much-vexed questions of the

the Messrs. Strahan, and they are now | day than he could possibly acquire other-

issuing a large number of works of a ster-

wise. A library is not complete without
the Quarterlics, and their value as books of

, reference is not their least recommendation.

NicuoL's SErIES oF PUrRITAN DiviNEs.
Mountreal : Dawson Brothers.

The latest issuc of this serics, which is
carried on with much Judlcmusno&s com-
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prises Charnock's Discourses On the Know-
ledge of God, On the Lord’s Supper, On
Unbelief, &c.; the third volume of Clark-
son, which is divided into two parts, the
ore practical sermons, the other controver-
sial, and bearing on Papal Divinity, point-
ing out its destructive effects on Christian-
ity and on men’s souls ; Goodwin's Essay
on the Constitution, Right Order, and
Government of the Churches of Christ,
being a defence of Congregationalism,
the latter of which scems at first sight out
of place in a scheme of publication like this.
It is the only one of this kind in the series,
and Presbyterians are all the better of oc-
casionally seeing what can be zaid on the
other side. It is well to be prepared on
all sides, and the adherent of a Church is
not worth much who is so only from acci-
dent, and because he has not given himself
the trouble to think. Messrs. Nichol's un-
dertakine i« of great value, and they have
brought within reach a body of Divinity
not otherwise accessible to the great body
of our Clergy.
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Andover: W. L.
F. E. Grafton.

BisLioTHECA SAcra.
Draper. Montreal :
January, 1866.

The articles in this vumber, though ru-
merically few, are fully equal to previous
contributions. A very interesting article
on the * Catholic Apostolic Church,” forms
the fourteenth of the series of these ac-
counts by themselves of the different
branches of the Christian Church. The
idea is good, and has been well carried out.
By this means an opportunity is given of
acquiring a knowledge of the peculiar
tenets, doctrines, and practices of each
sect, placed in the most favourable light.
The magazine is worthy of support.

We have to acknowledge receipt from
Messrs. Dawson Brothers of the sixth vo-
me of CARLYLE'S FReDERIC THE SE-
coND, of LIVINGSTONE'S EXPEDITION TO
THE ZAMBESI and of A CHILD'S HISTURY
or THE UNITED STAaTES. These have
come too late to allow of us doing more
than merely acknowledging thewm.

@he Churches and fheiv Rlissions.

GLASGOW UNIVERSITY.
THE OLD FABRIC AND THE NEW.
From the Glaszow Herald.

E presume that hardly any
person in Glasgow nceds be
reminded of the somewhat

wealth of this gréat city, ex-
hibited in its varicd and, we
may say, unrivalled industries,
and in itsever expanding com-
merce, is primarily based upon
intelligence.  Qur chimneys
and our churches, our mills,
our foundries, cur engineering shops, our great
establishments of every description, rise. so to
speak, from this solid foundation.

stale truism that the vast |

the disvased, and to take care of the quarrels of
mankind. She bas done well in baving done

¢ this; but it must also be admitted that sbe has

accomplished much more. With her Faculty
of Arts, her Sciences, her Philosophy, and her

i culture of all that is great and good, she has

|
|

)

Wealth, in ;

the poctic language of the East, is the daughter -
of intelligence, and though not the cldest

daughter, or by any mecans the fairest, is still
one of her legitimate offspring. It scems, there-
fore, peculiarly appropriate thata large wealthy
city should nurture in its bosom the very highest
symbol of intelligenca—should cherish with
filial vencration the truc alma maler of its pres-
perity.  Who knows how much Glasgow and
the West of Scotland is indebted to its Univer-
sity 2 The old College, begrimed with the
smoke and dust of centuries, has done some-
thing more than turn out thousands of profes-
sional men to administer religious instruction

‘

sat, directing with an invisible but potent
scepire, the energy and intellect of the city of
her nativity, and has watched its risc from a
mere village, straggling from the Cathedral w0
the foot of the Salumarket, to a huge city
stretching out its arms in every direction—
from Shettleston to Partick, from Cathcart to
Springbura. It is now four hundred and fifteen
years since the University of Glasgow was
founded as a studium gencrale, and began to
seud forth scholars from its forgoiten site in
Rotten Row. It is exactly four centurics since
its professors took up their abodes in High
Street, then a plesant situation, with the limpid
Molendinar singing past the pleasurc grounds
attached—where often, no doubt, the studious
men of those times wandered with black letter
hook or illuminated scroll in hand, undisturbed
in their retreat by the eternal din of modern
civilisntion. The Church took care of the
colleges in those days, and as the Church was
extremely fastidious in sclecling the fat places
of the land for her own behoof, colleges shured
somewhat in her good fortune. The High
Street site, with its contiguous grounds, was
the ncighbour of the Chapter House of the
Blackfriars, and if we could see the place as

and consoiatien, to alleviate the sufferings of | our forefathers saw it. we should think, very
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likely as the Collegz authorities then thought,
that the lines of the young Pwxdagogium had
fallen in pleasant places. Here it remsined
and here it tlourished, couferring upon the
city the enviable distinction of being the best
place in Europe * for guid letters,” and, * for
a plentiful and guid cheape mercat of all kinds
of languages, artes, and sciences.” The “mer-
cats” of Glasgow, we fear, arc now better
known throughout the world for far different,
but perhaps not less useful, commodities. The
languages are still cheap, but the market is
now overshadowed by the demand for cheap
jaconets. The ‘““artes ' are now as nothing
compared to our irons, and though the sciences
have not departed from the old buildings, they
are most sought after now at shipbuilding
rards and the buge workshops of our engineers.
Glasgow is now more widely famed for her
coals than her College. The practical nas
prevailed over the abstract and the theoretical,
but, as we have already stated, the practical is
the fruit of that intciligence of which the

College has been the fecund mother during the

loog centuries. Adam Smith matured and
taught those valuable principles of economic
wisdom in Glasgow College, which, when pro-
perly applied, are the foundation of the wealth
of cities and of nations. It was here, too,
that the great genius of Watt first opened into
flower, and his little shop within the College
gates may be called the birth-place of tue
steam-engine—thke cradle in which the greatest
power of the age was rocked in its infancy.
Unc may be excused for imagining.that there
is a sort of wsthetic halo hovering over the old
College buildings and the old site, and for
feeling that there is a sort of sacrilege involved
in their conversion into & central station for
the goods traffic of the railways. One feels
that however spuacious and splendid the new
College at Gilmorchill may be, it will want the
delicate aroma of antiquity which pervades
every room of the old buildings. But the
future usefulness of the University itself as a
great scat of learning, as well as the exigencics
of railway enterprise, necessitates its removal.
It has been too long lodged in an inadequate
house, and in a squalid and dirty ncighbour-
hood. There are other aromas of less delicate
flavour than that of antiquity to mcet the noses
of regretful dilettanti in the old rooms. Ifthe
shades of Black, Dick, Hutcheson, Reid, Adam
Smith, Sandford, James Watt, aund its other
immortals, flitabout the halls, formsof poverty,
vice, and wretchedness have also crowded
round about it, and make the neighbourhood
anything but congenial to academic cloisters.
Nor is it altogether inappropriate that the site
should be turned into a great railway station.
Having finished its studious lahours here, the

Collegre will give place to the roar of traflic— |

the theoretical thus literally flourishing into
the practical. The locomotive will run into
the very shop where the steam engine was first
practically invented, and the * Wealth of
Nations " will be poured upon the spot where
Adam Smith delivered his lectures. We can,.

thercfore, let the vencrable pile go -~ith some

regrets, just as a man tears down, with 2 few
aighs, the dilapidated family mansion in which
he was born to make way for a hetter and more
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) commodious structure. And it has hecome
the duty of the merchant princes of Glasgow,
and the nobility and gentry of the West of
Scotland, to give their aid liberally to the
erection of the new College on Gilmorebill
according to the maguificent plans which have

l been prepared. When Learning takes her

f flight from her present aatique dean in the High

| Street, it surely becomes this wealthy loca-

; lity to lodge her in a princely palace in the

| West End.

i There can be little fault foumd with the

| manoer in which the citizens of Glasgow have

already subscribed to the fuads for the erection
of the new Coliege. There has been little or
no canvassing, and yet in a short time the lead-

i ing firms of the city bave raised upwards of

sixty-three thousand pounds, in sums varying

from five thousand to five bundred. We ex-
plained on a former occasion that the Senate
have at their command about £138,000, made
up first of indemnity paid by the Morkiands

Junction Company to the College for non-ful-

filment of their agrecment, when the University

! was proposed to be removed from the High Street

I twenty-one years ago; second, of the sum paid

| by the Glasgow City Union Railway Com-

| pany ; and third, a grant by Government, to

’ be bestowed on condition that a certainamount

1

'

1l

is raised by voluatary subscription. This, with
the amount subscribed to this date in Glasgow,
makes up a sum somewhat exceeding £200,000,
but nearly one half of this amount has been
expended in purchasing the beautiful site and
| lands adjoining st Gilmorehill. In order to
complete the College according to the plansof
Mr. Scott, the distinguished London architect,
a further sum of probably not less than £100,-
000 will be required, so that it will be seen
there is ample scope for the liberality of those
who are willing to aid in the great work of
giving Glasgow and the West of Scotland a
College which will be surpassed neither in site
nor in architectural beauty by any University
buildings in Europe. The subscription sub-
cemmitices have just issned an interesting
statement, which may perhaps have rcached
the hands of many of our readers, in which an
appeal is made to the alumni of the University,
to the inhabitants of Glasgow and the West of
Scotland, to the public at large, and to those
Scotchmen who, though absent from their
native country, retain a regard for her instita-
tions. There can be little doubt that with
perseverance the sum, large as it is, will be
raised. The sub-commitice have also publish-
ed an clegant and curious little pamphlet,
which may stimulate many of the persons to
whom their appeal is made to subscribe., It is
cntitied a “* List of subscriptions to the Old
College of Glasgow, preceded by a view of the
buildings at the ¢lose of the scventeenth cen-
turs, and by fac-similts of four pages of the
" ariginal record in the University archives.”
Charles the First heads the subscription list
with & grant of two hundred pounds; but pro-
bably finding more pressing uses for his money,
never paid tke “soume " which he promised.
<+ 0id Noll,” however, who was a real benefac-
tor of learning and learned men, honoured the
promissory pote of Charles, and paid the £200
in 1654. The next person on the list i3 ¢“ James,
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Marqueis of Hammiltoue, Earle of Arrane and |
Cawbrige, &c,, ane thousand merks Scottish |
money.” Then there is “Sir John Hamilton of |
Magdalene’s, Knycht Clerk of Registre, two
hundred wmerks Scottish meney ; James, Erle -
of Montrose, four hundred merks; the Arch-
bishop of Sunet Andreus, ane thousand merks; |
James, Archebishope of Glasgow (in 1630), aue \
thousand merks ; Patrick, Archebishope of Glas- |
gow (in 1635), ane thousand merks; and the |
“ Provest, Bailleis, and Counsell of the said |
brugh condiscendit to give twa thousund !
merks money.” We also find that the ¢ toun
of Glusgow gave fiftie pund more.” Theabove
must be allowed to have been most munificent '
donations in those days. The town of Stirling
gave three hundred merks, the town of Ayr
three hundred, and the burgh of Irvine one hun-
dred pounds Scotch. The subscription list
comprises the names of & very great number of
the nobility of Scotland, all of whom subscrib- |
ed with praiseworthy liberslity. It is cvident !
that the College authorities canvassed the |
country with diligence. for we find anentry to ‘
the following effect :—¢ Given be the Erle of
Rothuse, 14 dollaris, which was receaved bhe
Mr. George Young, and allowed to the said
Mr. George and Mr. Robert Wilkie be the
Colledge, as experdit be them in ther travels
for seeking the contributions at the same tym
when the said soume was receaved.” Qur fore-
fathers certainly were very explicit in their |
eniries. The list contains quite an extraordi-
pary number of names of ministers, who sub- |
scribed from 500 merks to a single dollar. Mr. |
Zacharie Boyd, ¢ preacher of God his Word at |
Glasgow,” for example, gives five hundred :
merks; but the great majority of the ministers
gave fifty, forty, and twenty merks—and con-
sidering the compurative poverty of the minis-
terial calling ¢wo hundred years ago, these
sums are highly Lonourable to the Scotiish '
clergy. We also find the name of a “parson ™ '
occasionally in tbe list, with his subscription °
sometimes paid over in English money. There !
is one shabby laird, William Drummond of :
Riccartoune by name, who subscribes only .
twenty merks, and some inquisitive professor
or collector, probably pot well pleased at the
donation, had weighed the money and found it |
wantiog. Underneath Drummond’s name there |
is therefore an entry which secms to stab the |
memory of the laird for all time ccming.  The
twentic merk piece given by Riceartoun, being |
licht 9 grains, cumes to 19 merks.” Let us |
hope the light merk piece was given in igno- |
rance. If not, whata fool was this old skin-
flint. He saved a merk, but lost his good
name for ever. We have been curious enough
to sum up this interesting * inventorie of volun-
tar contributinms,” &s it is called, and find
that there were collected 31,177 merks, 4068 °
Scottish pounds, £325, 10s. in English money,
and 62 dollars; in all, close upon forty thou-
sand pounds Scols.

Well, we have got to raise by voluntary con-
tributions close upon £150,000, and if we cal-
culate the immense increase in the population
of Glasgow and the West of Scotland, and the
still greater increase of wealth, it must be con-
fessed that we shall fall very far short of the !
liberslity of our ancestors if we fail to contri- !

bute this maount. They accorplished a great
work in restoring the University buildings ina
form which at that time must be deemed mag-

" nificent in comparisvon with the city, and no

doubt they looked upon the building, of which
we havea quaint engraving in the little
pamphlet referred to, with becoming pride and
admiration. It must have been the grandest
structure in the Glasgow of thuse days, although
it has now become a poor, meun-looking build-

. ing beside our palatial banhks and warchouses,

and the handsome private dwellings in the

" West End.  Itis only its venerable antiquity

and the memories that haunt the classic pile
which induce us to lovk upon it with another
feeling than contempt for the comparative de-
gradation into which in the lapse of time it has
fallen. But there is one thing of which Glas-
gow may be proud, which is, that though the
University buildings bave become poor, mean-
looking, and altogether inadequate for the
modern city, the University itself has not de-
cayed. Itis siill as strong, as vigorous, and
us capable as ever. It does not live upon a
bygoune reputation. The celebrity of its past
does not overshadow the fame of its present
Professors. Its chairs bave secldom been un-
worthily filled, and never less so than at pre-
sent. It has always been the first to catch
and sometimes the first to kindle the new light
of new sciences; and as became the city of its
birth, it was often the very first to point out
the practical effect of the new ideas that had
germinated within its walls. The world at the
present moment practically owes to the studies
and experiments of & Glasgow Professor the
possibility of flashing the electric spark through
thousands of miles of ocean. The University,
fustered by the voluntary offerings of ourances-
tors, can boast of a glorious past in the High

. Street of Glasgow, and let us hope that by equal

liberality it may be cnabled to begin a still
more glorious future on the lands of Gilmorehill
—that it will flourish as green on the banks
of the Kelvin as it has flourished on the banks
of the Molendinar.

Deata oF TaE Rev. Dr. MACFARLANZ, MoDER-
ATOR OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.—QOn Tuesday
afternoon, the Rev. Jamcs Macfurlane, D. D.,
minister of Duddingston, and moderator of
the General Assembly, died at the manse, Dud-
dingston, after an illness of some weeks. Dr.
Macfarlane was taken ill about six wecks ago,
and has since been unfitted for pulpit service.
For a month past he has been confincd to the
house, and attended by his brother Dr. Macfar-
lane of Glasgow ; but it was not until 2 week
ago that any serious apprchensions were enter-
tained as to his condition. Dr. James Begbie
and Dr. Matthews Duncan were then called in,
and it was found that the Rev. Doctor was

, suffericg from a dangerous complication of

diseases—congestion of the lungs and brain,
and dropsy. Notwithstanding the sid of the
best medical skill, Dr. Macfarlane gradually
sank,and on Monday evening became insensible.
He died peacefully at half-past one o’clock, on
Tuesday afternoon, in the presence of his family
and friecnds. During the last days of his illness
Dr. Macfariane was visited by several of his
brethren of the Presbytery, and on Monday
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afternoon engaged forely in conversation with
the Rev. Dr. Muir.  Dr. Macfarlane, af’ar serv-
ing for a short time in Ctirling, was placed as
minister of the chapel of ease, Stockbridge,
Edinburgh (now St. Bernard's), in 1832. In
1841, he succecded the Rev. John Thomson,
the célebrated painter, who died in October
1840, as miunister of the parish of Duddirgston.
Of late years, Dr. Macfarlane took & leading
oart in the business of the Edinturgh Presby-
terv, and of the General Assembly; and at
the mecting of the Assembly in May last was
appointed Modcerator, as successor to Dr. Pirie,
Aberdeen. In 1864, Dr. Macfarlane obtained
several months’ leave of absence from the Pres-
briery, and travelled on the Continent for the
improvement of his health. On his return, and at
his appointment as Mederator, the Rev. Doctor
appeared in the enjoyment of vigorous health,
and attended very closely during the sittings
of the Assembly, discharging with tact and
ability thearduons duties of the moderatorship.
Up till within & few weeks of hisdeath, Dr. Mac-
farlanc continued (o be one of the most constant
attenders of U2 meetings of the Presbytery of
Edinburgh, and of late has been at great
tiouble in carrying out, along with the Presby-
tery, negotiations with the heritors of his parish
in regard to the repair and refitting of the old
church of Duddingston—out of which 2 rather
unpleasant pecuniary question had arisen.  Dr.
Macfarlane belonged to what may be called the
“aarrow ™ school both in Church and State;
but his natural abilities were considerable, and
his zeal undoubted.

Presavrery or Epivnenen.—The Preshytery
of Edinburgh held 2 special mecting on Thurs-
day—the Rev. W, Graham, Newhaven, mode-
rator ymo lem. The clerk read the minutce of
meeting of Presbytery held after the faneral of
Dr. Macfarlane, in which he was instracted ¢o
cater the death of Dr. Macfarlane in the regis-
ter, and intimate the vacancy 1o the patron.
Dz. Paul said he could not allow this opportu-
nity to pass without making one or iwo
ranarks as to the loss which the Presbytery had
sustaincd in the death of Dr. Johin Macfarlazne.
He was sure he spoke the seatimients of every
member of the Conrt, when he said their late
co-Preshyter’s memory would be held in the
most sincerc aficction. Ie had always attended
to the business of the Gourt, and held sound
views both in regard to the doclrine and dis-
cipline of the Church. IHe (Di. Paul) was
sure thay, although he differed occrsionally
from some of them, they had not on that
account the less respeet for him. Ie wasa
sexlous, upright, sincere, good man, and anc
who did bis daty to the pasish in which ke
laboured. They hxd all fondly boped that be
wanld bave beea spared for some Ume loager;
btut it kad pleased God 10 take him away., He
{Dz. Paul) was sure that their Joepest sympa-
thics were with the sorrowing moarners—hrs
amiable widow and amiable family. Rev. Ns.
Stewart, Liletion, and others also exprossed
gimilar seatiments,  The Presdyicry thea pro-
cecded to consider cerlain mallers relaling to
the repaits receatly made oz Daddingsten
Chureh at a private sitling.

Qa Wednesdar, notice of a motion for next
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meeting was given, on behalf of Dr. Lee, to the
effect that the Presbytery should overture the
General Assembly to rescind the declaratory
act of last Assembly against *“innovations.”
The other business before the Presbytery was of
a merely local character. )

Axorugr Ferrowsmir ror Toe UNivenrsiTy
or Epixeerea—\Ve are glad to announce the
founding of another fellowship for the Edin-
burgh University. It has been founded by Mr.
James Guthrie, of London, and is of the annual
value of £100, tenable for a period not exceed-
ing four years. It is appropriated to the
depariment of Classieal iiterature. The com-
petition is open to all who have taken the
Degree of Master of Arts within the period of
four years preceding the date of competitioun,
or who may have passed their examination for
the degree, but who, for the sake of honours,
may have deferred their graduation. We hope
that the tide of bursaries and felloswwships which
is now flowing in on this University will not
be transitory, but will so continue to increase
as to afford some tangible hope of reward for
auy one pursuing their studics after taking the
ordinary Degree of Master of Arts.

Paesayteny oF Coran. Tae Oneax Question.
This reverend court met in the session-house
of the Parish Church, Cupar, on Tuesday—the
Rev. James Campbell, of Baimerino, moderator.
The Clerk read extracts from mectings held
by thesharcholders and members of St Michacl's
Church, Cupar, from which it appearcd that
tkey had resolved to introduce an organ to lead
the psalmody in the church; and bad appoint-
cd a deputation, consisting of Provost Pagan,
Dr. Cartstairs, and Mr. J. Hood, to appear
before the Presbytery in support of an applica-
tios; Tequesting permission o be nllowed to use
it in public worship. The deputation, on being
called on, stated that entire unanimity prevail-
ed in the congregation in regard to this matter,
that there was not a single dissenling voice,
and that the whole of the money necessary for
the parchase of an organ had been subscribed,
and was now in bank. The two ministers of
Cupar, Messts Cochrane and M'Farlane, having
expressed their cordial concurrence in the pro-
posal made by St. Michacel's Congregation, and
cxpressed the hope that the Preshylery would
grant e required permission, the Rev. Mr
Lawsan, Creich, seconded by the Rev. William-
son, Collessic, moved—"Y That, in the circom-
stances, the Presbytery grant the praver of the
petition on the table.™ Mr. Fisher, Flisk,
moced 23 an amendment, ¥ That the prayer of
the jretition be not granted, because it was in-
axpedient, and cven illegal, and contrary to
their erdination vows.” Mr. Fisher, in a some-
whatlengihy speech, suppotied his amendment,
and deprecaied the use of instraments in pablic
warship, and advocated the propricty of eogag-
iag Givst 2lass men as leaders of the pralmody
in congregations—men wha should be well paid,
and should be thoronghly compelent to impard
a knoewlcdge of music 10 their conprepgations,
A long discussion followed, in which Nr.
Fisher stavd alonc. all the other membess
Present expressing their approval of the intro-
duclion of an orgsn in tht particolar case
before thesn, At the close, (b Presbyterny
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agreed to grant the prayer of the petition of
St. Michael's congregation—3r. Fisher dissent-
ing, for reasons to be afterwards given in. The
Moderator then intimated the decision of the
Presbytery to the deputation, who withdrew
after thanking the Court for their kind conside-
ration. The other business before the Presby-
tery was of no public importance.

Tac Leveaass Vacaxcy.—The Fife llerald
indicates the probability that the appointment
of a successor to the late Rev. David Watson,
of Leuchars, may give rise to another case of
disputed settlement in Fife-shire. The Herald
says :—* A vigorous effort is being made by a
non-resident beritor to get the people to agree
to the presentation being given to therev. gen-
tleman who for the last four years or so has
officiated as assistant to the late vencrable
clergyman. Itistobe regretted that this desire
is not consonaut with the feelings of the con-
gregation.  Indeed, the reverse is the casc:
and it has been plaialy shown to tke Home
Office, that nineteen-twenticths of the commu-
nicants are opposed to the scttlement of Mr.
Gibson. A petition, we are informed, signed
by almost the whole congregation, has been
forwvarded to headquarters, praving that the
Crown will at once present a neutral party to
the living.”

Scotuasxp.—At the Annual Meeting of the
National Bible Socicty, an cncouragiug report
wasread, of which the following are portions ;—

The year just closed iias been one of steady
pregress.  The direclors thankfully report an
increase in the number and amount of the an-
nual subscriptions, au increase in the number
and contributions of the axilinrics, and increass
in the number of ficlds occupicd, and in copics
of the Scriptures circulated.  Praise be to
Him who ¥ giveth the increase.™

The Annual Sermon was preached in Edin-
burgh and Glasgow by the Kev. A, K. H. Boyd,
D.D., now of St. Andrews, to whom the direc-
tors arc under special obligations for the readi-
ness with which he acceded to their request,
the appropriateness and force of the discourse
delivered, and the powerful appeal made on
behalf of the Society.

The total issues during 1865, have been,
Bibles and Testaments, 178,506 , Portions, 25,
926 ; total, 204,432, viz.:— s
From Home Depdts—

English Bibles . . . . 72,148

English Testaments . . . 65,368

QGaclic Bibles and Testaments 11,336

Bibles and Testamentsin .

other languages - . . 935

Total Homeissues of Bibles and Testa-

meats . - - . - . - . 132,847
From depotls in Germany—DBibles

and Testaments. 16,216

5 France u 1,916

w lialy « 5,761

% Spain u 200

“  China v 2366

Total Forcign issucs of Bibles

and Testaments . . . . . 25439

Total isswo of Bibles aud Testaments. 17§506

—— . —— " ———— i A — . W ——. o St
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Issued from depots at Home .
Portions . 19,073
tl ‘  in France . . 125
a“ % inChina . . . 6,728
Total issue of Portions . 25,926
Total circulation . . . . 204,432

The following Table shows the issues since
the union :—
Bibles and

Year.  Testaments. 1ortioss.  Total
1861 . . 102,68 . 1,442 . 103,610
1862 . . 113,434 . 3,290 . 116,724
1863 . . 126,568 . 17,235 . 143,803
1864 . . 162,716 . 74,538 . 237,254
1865 . . 178,506 . 25,926 . 204,432
Total . . 683,392 . 122,431 . §05,823
Fraos.
The receipts of the year have been as follows :
s. d.
Annual Subscriptions - . . 83517 0
Donations and Cellections . - 455 0 0
Contributions from Auxiliaries. 2,583 7 7
Legacies . . . . . . . 31497
Received through the Edinburgh
Bible Society . . . . .-115153
Interest on Bank Account,
Reats, &e. . . . 434 73
Total free Income . 4,521 1G 10
Add Returns for Scriptures . - 7,325 13 30

Miaking the Total Income . 12,147 101

Tar Biee-wascoy.—Willlam Murray, assis-
ted by a vouth, Thomas Cowell, lhas laboured
assiduously and successfully with the Bible-
waggon. In the wintermonths they visited the
outskirts of Glasgow, and by meeting the
workmen on their pay days, and standing on
Satuzday nights in busy thoroughfares, made
large sales, A summer advanced they were
sent 1o Aberdecnshire, at the request of friends
in that county, and attended a iong series of
feeing-markets, with considerable success.
They returned home in July, and sold during
the Fair time at Glasgow nearly a thousand
Ribles and Testaments.  Standing betweea the
shows on one side, and the preaching-tent on
the other, their customers came from both. A
showman bought various copics to take home
as presents : and a poor wan, brought under
serious impressions by one of the speakess atthe
tent, went in haste 1o the waggon to obiain the
Rible, without which he could no longer be
happy.

Messrs. David Hutcheson & Co. Lhindly grant-
ing the waggonand colporicurs a free passage
1o Inverness, they attended the Highland
SocictysShow there in'Augnst,and subsequently
visited the fishing villages and townson the
north-tast coxsy, only returning lo Glasgow in
December.  Mr. Mumray's sales bave averaged
736 per month, and have Ficlded a profittothe
Sacietr. It may bemeationed hiere that a man
with » Bible-barrow was sent from Edinburgh
to atiend a fair at Dandec, and met with con-
sidesable encoumagement.
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InzraNp.~—An Orphan Home is likely to be
added to the Presbytenian Church during the
year. Nearly £2000 has been subscribed, a

provisional constitution adopted, and so much i

spirit shown, that there can be no doubt the
undertaking will succeed.

In Belfast the Presbyterians are adding two
churches, and the Episcopalians two. In
Dublin the Christian life shows itself in-
tensively perhaps more than extensively. The
“Believers' meetings,” with which the new
year has been inagurated were more crowded
and entbusinstic than e¢ver. The week of
prayer was also kept in various churchesof the
capital, and throughout the country.

Frasce—The wecek of prayer just closed will
doubtless have carried up many a heart-cry to
our heavenly Fatherfor France. The meetings
were held each day in a different church, and
many who went in & prayerful spirit found the
promised presence of Jesus.  Not many pastors
in Paris attended, but all denominations were
represented.
that next year they should be held simul-
tancously in all the churches, whichis hailed as
o great improvement.

A scrmon was preached to young menin the
Oratoire, by Pasteur Rognon, at the Young
Men’s Christian Union's special request.

Conferences are about to be given by two
pastors on the Reformation. Others on various
subjects are aunounced.

A new church, built by the city of Paris for
the Lutherans, was opened last Sunday at
Vaugirard. A new place of worship was in-

augurated at Salins, and a church at Toul was !

opened during the latter part of the year

The various suciclies are looking forward to
their annual meetings, and sending out their
appeals for funds; the prosperons Central
Socicty requires 100,000fr.; the Society to
Further Primary Instruction reccived above
22,000{r. from the fancy bazaar annually pre-
pared by the Paris Iadies. These same ladies
with their friends have sent 50,000fr. worth of
clothing to the Americanfreedmen. A\ second

meeting isadvertised to be held during January
at Herz's concert-room to further this object. *
This time the scats will be paid for, and if as °

crowded as the first, a handsome amount will
be sccured for the sufferers.

According to our usual custom, most of the
Sunday-schools in Paris and clsewhere enjored

their Chiristmas-trees or some other seasonable ¢

treats; many religious books and children’s
tracts arc carrizd home as preseats by the little
oncs on these occasions, and this year more

than ever.  The hunger for hooks is great, and

theinflux of bad ones tremendous. Infidelity, not
to speak of immorality, glides in cverywhere;

it is next o impossible to find & book of -
scicnee without some perfidious insinuation

against reveated religion. Christian teachers

are often thoroughly confounded when they °

seek it books for their chiarge  The Toulouse

Society is continuing its work, and Protestant

;:u!hors are doing their best, but the task is
erculean.

IsaLy.—The week of United Prayer has been
observed at Florence and at Milan—possibly at
other places too, from which no account bas

At one meeting it was proposed !

|
i
{
i
!
|
i fects incident to whatis called extemporaneous
]
{
H
!
!
1
{
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reached me. In Florence, the English, Scotch,
Swiss, and two of the Italian congregations
(the Waldensian and that conducted by Sig.
Gualtieri) all combined, holding the services
in their respective places of assembly, and
using in prayer indiscriminately the English,
French, and Italian languages. The Eco della
Verué describes the meetings as attended with
‘“much edification.” In Milan the services
were conducted exclusively inItalian, and were
held alternately in the halls of the Waldensian
Charch, and of that connected with the
; Methodist Mission. The attendance was not
y large, but. the grace of supplication was given
and the uniting and consoling presence of
Jesus felt.

DR. CUMMING ON THE CHURCHES OF
ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND.

The following letter appeared in The Times
of the 4th January :—

Sir,—You have with great force given the
weak side of the Scotch Church public service.
With that impariiality which always distin-
guishes The Times, you will listen to me while
1 say * Audi alleramn partem.” 1 2dmit the de-

public service. But are there no advantages ?

Is there notin informal prayer a power of adap-

tation that specially endears it to Christian

people, that leaves interstices in the worship

through which sorrows and wants and pains

and troubles find audible and touching expres-

sion in fervent supplications? The common
. wants and woes and troubles of humanity are
| fixed quantitics. In every parish church in
y Scodand these are lifted up in prayer, some-
; times imperfectly, but always fairly and fully.
; Will not the worshipper feel the inner thought
. ordesire more deeply by baving it expressed in
varied words ? The inner desires are common
. to the people of Eugland and the people of
. Scotland. The formcer express them in sterco-
» typed words,which become monotonous and too
often meaningless by repetition, not neces-
sarily but actually. The latler express them
in varied language and, therefore, present
them in all their intrinsic freshness. Words
; are so apt to take the place of things, and
, fixed sounds to cover up sense, that it comes

10 be 2 question not yet scttled whether an en-
. tirely liturgical service is, after all, the best.
. In the Church of Scotland the Lord's Prayeris
; an obligatory part of public worship. Canany
. praycr be morc comprehensive or complete ?
. You are go fond of it in the Church of England
that you repeat it some five times in the service,
—a repetition 1 would prefer to see put anend
; to. Butl so far as it affects ug, you will admit
it is onc sunny bit in what you think our
dreary sky. In the next place, you must re-
, member cvery preshyter of our church is not
: left lnose in conducting the devotions of the
¢ people. The directory for pudlic service lays
+ down theorder in which he is to pray, and cou-
« merates in succession the common wants he is
. o express in prayer. Within the limits of that
+ directory he is free to express in varied phrase
., all the wants ané desites of the Christian
. People, nnd to use, if he likes, as I confess 1
¢ often do, the beautiful words of the Church of
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England liturgy, when these present the most
appropriate vehicles of devouon. We think
we have a liberty of service which does not
often becume liceace, and a variety of lan-
guage in clothing i, often imperfect, but gene-
rally earnest and true.

It is a curious fact tirat in the Church of
Scotland the minister may pray in every var-
iety of expression, but he must praise in 8
fixed form of psalmody. In the Church of
England yon must pray in a stereotyped form,
but you praise God in every variety of hymn |
books—hymn books so multitudinous that tv
be sare of being qualified to join with you in
every part of the country | should have to
carry a heavy load of hymn-books for local
use.

We in Scotland have a liturgy of praise, but
none of prayer. You in England have a liturgy
of prayer, but none of praise, Which is best?

Is even a liturgy perfect? [ have heard the
liturgy read so wretchedly and so coldly that I
have felt all devotion petnify. 1 have aiso
heard it read so earnestly and well that { have
enjoyed it beyond measure. So in a Scottish
parish church I have heard a speech take the
place of prayer, and felt it was not worship.
Un the other hiand, I have heard common wants
and griefs and sins and sufferings lifted up to
Heaven in words so simple—so happily chosen
—that I felt as if preseat with John on Pat-
mos. Does not all this show it is not the
form, but the man that quickens it, that is of
moment, and that a broader and larger view |
will prove the great want of the church not to |
be new forms, but the maltiplication of earnest |
and devoted ministers?

Nor does your fine liturgy want faults. Is
ot the morning service too long? 1s it not, |
appeal to all; often wearisome, not only from
its length, but its repetitions 2 Nor docs your {
liturgy insure uniformity. Let any stranger i
goin successi.n onc Sunday te the Rev. Mr. |

{
1
:

Boyd's at Paddington; the next Sundayx to All
Saints’, Margaret street: the next to St Al-
ban's, and the next to St. George's-in-the-
East, and he will find that no stretch of ima-
ginalion can induce him 10 hehieve that these |
churches are all under onc bishop, and belong !
to onc National Church, and have one Act of |
Uniformity. 1 do not deny there are great
excellencies in your church, or that there are
defects in mine. Bat I think I have shown
that if we north of the Tweed, eannot afford to
throw stones at you, vou sonth of the Tweed,
cannot afford to cast stones at us.

Besides, our quarrels he on the surface.
Yours touch the very heart. The Free Church,
the FEnglish Presbyterian Church, and the
Church of Scotland differ about a matter
that does not affect our brotherly and mins-
terial intercourse. Dr. Pusey, Bishop Colenso,
aad Dr. MNeile are vitally at issue. Un-
happily, disputants abont little matters
make the most noisc, and therefore vou come
dowa cn them with greater force.  If your
clergy, instead of courling union with the Ro-
mish and Russian Churches, wauld only renew
brotherly intercourse with the clergy of the
Church of Scotland, both Charches would gain
by comparing notes. I am, Sir, your ohedient .
servant, JOHN CUMMING. .

. L ke B e e e W G S SN
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P.S. I'see you use the vbsolete word * kirk,
as descriptive of my church. 1t is derived
from Kunany, * the Lord's house,” and is found
alsy in the German. You have turned the
initial and final k into ch and substitated for a
musical word the choking word ““church.”

LONDOXN PRESBYTERY OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

CURIOU3 CASE OF DISPOSAL OF A CHURCH.

This Presbytery held a meeting on Tuesday

| evening in the vestry of Crowu Court Chapel

(Dr. Camming’s), for the purpose of consider-
ing what should be done in the case of the
Halkin Strect Church—the Rev. Mr. Black,
moderator. The subject nnder consideration
has excited & good deal of interest amongst the
Presbyterians in London in connection with the
Established Church of Scotland, and was deem-
ed to be of such importance by the mother
Church that the Rev. Mr. Phin, of Galashiels,
was present as convener of ihe General As-
sembly’s Committee on Correspondence with
Scottish Churches in England.

Several documents were read and explana-
tory statements made, from which it appeared
that about twenty years ago the General As-
sembly s Commiitee for the Counversion of the
Jews, on the representation of parties in Lon-
don, agreed to regard Halhin Street Church as
one of their centres from twhich to carry on
missionary operations for the benefit of the
Jewish population in the southern metropolis.
That building was originally an Episcopal
chapel : and Mr. Douglas, who was the first
missionary or minister of it after it fell into the
hands of the Church of Scotland, induced the
Jewish committee to lay out £1600 or £1800
upon it, hesides payving a rent of £160 foreight
or nine years. Mr. Douglasdid not succeed as
a Jewish missionary in London, and was trans-
ferred by the committee to same part of the
contineat of Europe. The Church was forsome
time without a pastor, until the Rev. Dr. Mac-
beth turned up; and he continued to officiate
as the minister of the congregation until the
close of last year. The committee felt the bur-
den of paying a rent of £160, which they were
bound to do under the lease . and when some
time ago Dr. Macheth proposed that he should
acquire possession of the property under a sub-
lease, rehieving the commitice of onc-half the
rent, and thus making it £50 during the re-
mamder of the lease, they at once assented.
For the property he paid £2100, and theclders
of the congregation state that a pottion of this
sum had heen subscribed by private parties con-
nected with or intevested in the congregation,
and under the impression that the church was
to remain connected with the Church of Scot-
1and in all time coming. In the year 1864, Dr.
Macheth feil into sach bad health that ho left
London, and did not return to it till the spring
of 1ast vear. Towards the close of the year the
clders learned with some surprise that romours
were abroad to the effect that Dr. Macbeth had
offered to sell the church to the Hon. and Rev.
Mr. Liddell, of St. Paul's, Knightshridge, onc
of the leading Puseyites in London. It was
also rumnured that, before this, it had been
offered Yor sale to the Rev. Dr. Msnning, the



132

well-knowa pervert. It was, however, proved
that by a clause in the title-deeds it could only
be sold to a Protestant denomination, ani this
put a stop to further negociations in this direc-
tion. When Dr. Macbeth purchased the pro-
perty, he obtained £1000 on mortgage from a
Lordon merchant; and this individual, in the
changed circumstances of the case, agreed to
become the purchaser of the church, paying for
it to Dr. Macbeth £3500. The elders and con-
gregatisn were unaware of these transactions
until it was too late to do anything; and, be-

a
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sides, they hiad not the necessary funds, even |
although they had known what was taking

place.

It so happens that the congregation of -

the Rev. Mr. Alexander, of Chelses, of the En- '

glish Presbyterian body, are at present looking
out for a new church for themselves, as the
lease of their present place of worship is about
to expire, and they are unable wo obtain a site

on which to build another; and on learning !

that the new purchaser of Haikin Street Church
was willing to sell it at a profit, they offered
for it the sum of £3709; but on being informed
that the Halkin Street congregation might be
disposed to bid for it, they resolved to with-
draw their offer, so that the old congregation,
although belonging te another denomination,
might have a preference. At the close of last
Fear, or the beginaning of the present, Dr. Mae-
beth sent to the London Presbytery the demis-
sion of his charge, and shut the church, to the
surprisc of the clders and members of the con-
gregation.  In order that the congregation,
which is the oniy one at the west end of London
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Dr. Macbeth had been licensed and ordained;
and its duty would be to inquire into the mat-
ter, and say whether there was not something
worthy of censure on Dr. Macbeth's part.

Dr. Cumming approved of the suggestion
made by Mr. Phin, aud moved to that effect.
He said that, after the treatment which the
clders of Halkin Street Church and the Pres-
hytery had received from Dr. Macbeth, it was
impossible there could be any furtherintercourse
with him. .

Mr. Stobbs, of Swallow Street congregation,
seconded the motion, which, after some con-
versation, was unanimously agreed to.

The next question to be considered was what
should be done as regards the re-purchase of
the church. While considering this question,
it was stated by several of the elders of Halkin
Strect that they had scen the letter which Dr.
Macbeth had addressed to the Hon. and Rev.
Mr. Liddell, offering to sell the church to him
ecarly in November, and yet Dr. Macbeth sfter-
wards denicd that he had made any such offer.
Dr. Cumming and Mr. Phin also said that they

: had letters from Dr. Macbeth denving that he
. had made any such offer. Mr. Douglas further

!

{
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'

in coancction with the Church of Scotland, -

wight not be lost to that body, the Lon-
don Presbytery, through Dr. Cumming, ar-
ranged that special services shouid be held for
them in the Scottish Church, Swallow Strect,
Piccadilly; and here they have met every
Lord’s Day since the closing of their own place
of worship.

The question which the Presbrters had in
these ciccumstances to consider at its mecting
on Tuesday cvening, was, whether the demis-
sion of Dr. Macheth should bhe accepted, and
whether anyuiing should be done o reparchase
the church, for which the purchaser asked
£3000, and required a definite answer by tae
next day, it being understood that, ia the eveat
of the funds of the Halkin Street congregation
not being forthcoming with that sam, be will
dispase of it to the Eaglish Preshyterian con-
gregation.

The Rev. Mr. Phin, after hearing the state-
ments, rose and said that it woald never do far
A minister who had been solemaly inducted
into the ministry of the Church, as Dr. Mac-
beth had been, of his own act to briag his coa-
nection with the Church to a close, of to shut
up his church and dizperse the congregation.

stated, that in the letter which he had seenin
Dr. Macbeth's own handwriting offering to sell
the church, Mr. Liddell was told that it was
well adapted for high ecclesiastical purposes.
(A laugh.) He also said that Dr. Macbeth's
agent told him that the doctor had offered the
church for sale. Mr. Phin said that this was a
painful part of the case upon which they should
not enter at present, in the absence of Dr. Mac-
beth. In the course of the discussion, Dr. Cum-
ming strongly complained of the apathy shown
by the Church of Scotland for the Presbyterian
canse in England, and said that, unless that

. Charch agreed to contribute £2000 towards

the purchase of Halkin Street Church, there
wa3 no hope of their friends in London deing
abic to mise the other £2000 requisite, 5o as to

. prevent its falling into the hands of the English

Presbrterians. Mr. Phin said he could not hold
out any such pledge as that wished for, and
contended that it was to the Scoteh Preshy-
terians in London the appeal should he made.
After a long discussion, Mc. Phin, Dr. Cum-
ming, and sereral of the elders of Halkin Strect,
were appointed a deputation to wait next day
apon the purchaser of the church, for the pur-
pase of ascertaining whether he would not ex-

" tend the period within which the offer must be

Dz. Macbeth’s procecdings were wholly anjasti- |

fiable; and he thought the proper course for
this Presbytery to take was to refer the matter
simpliciler 1o the Synod, declining meanwhile
to nceept of Dr. Macbeth's demission.

made, so as to allow them to see what likeli-
hood there was of their being able to raise the
fands.

In the course of the discussion, fault was
found with the Jewish Committec for allowing
the property to slip ont of the hands of the BEs-
tablished Charch.

The Presbytery adjourned about ten o'clock
at aight.

Tur Caxeripos WrANGLERSHIrS.—Scotland

_ has been cxceedingly fortanste, or rather

The |

Synod could, in the annaual letter which it seat |
to the General Assembly of the Charchof Scot- |

1and, refer to what had taken place, and that
body would, he thoaght, see it to be its daty
to remit the matter to the Preshytery by whom

meritorious, in the znnual contest for honours
at the University of Cambridge. The place of
Senior Weasgler been won by Mr. Robert
Morton of Greenock, the earlier part of whose

. education was obtained at Greenock Acsdemy,

and sutsequently at the University of Glasgow.
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Mr. Aldis, an Englishman, is Second Wrangler.
The third place bas been won by Mr. James
Stuart, son of Mr. Joseph Gordon Stuart, Bal-
gonia Mills, Fifeshire. Mr. Stuart received the
principal part of his education at St. Andrews
Dniversity, and in 1861 was one of the success-
ful candidates for the Ferguson Scholarship.
In addition to the high mathematical honours
which Mr Stuart has taken, he bas, we under-
stand, been awarded the silver cup given by
Trinity College for distinction in English com-
position—an honour won by several men who
have left their mark on English literature. T' ¢
faurth place (or, according to one statement,
equality of position with Mr. Stuart) has been
wonby Mr. Niven, of Peterhead, who took
bigh bonours at the University of Aberdeen.
Then follows another Aberdeen student, Mr.
Pirie, son of the Rev. Dr. Pirie, of Aberdeen.

M=r. Roeert Morroy, of Greenock, who was
declared Senior Wrangler at Cambridge ten
days ago, has further distinguished hinself by
carrying off the first Smith's prize. Mr. Aldis,
the Second Wrangler, is also second in this
competitive examination.

Tur Taneatexep Cnaxay 1y THE QUesy's Usi-
vERSITY.—We understand that the Commitee of
the Graduates’ Association bave resoived to
send a deputation to London to press their
views on the education question upon Earl
Russell and Sir George Grey ; and that one of
the graduates is to proceed immediately to

London to make preliminary arrangements.—
Nortkern Whig.

Tus DzptTaTioN To THE LoRD-LIECTENAST
FROX THE GENERAL ASSEMALY OF IRELAND.—The
deputation was told at the outset that the meet-
ing of the Geoeral Assembly was not nume-
rously attended—the fact being, as all who
watched the proceedings knew well, that, while
at the carly hour the sitting began on the first
day, the numbers were not large, as the morn-
ing advanced they increased, and they soon
became, and continued to be, as foll and com-
plote attendance of the Presbyterian body as
could reasonabiy beexpecied under the circum-
tances. The Lord-Licutenant also distinctly
declared that he still considered the application
of the Magee Trustees for afiliation as before
the Government until it should be positively
withdrawn. The reply of the Rev. Mr. Robin-
son was that the resolution of the General
Assembly © might be looked on xs going very
far to rescind the application of the trusices.”
From the concluding cbservations of the Lord-
Licutcnant, it would scem that the principleof
mixed education hes been abandoned, and that
in the contctaplated changes cxch religious
party is to be represented according to its num-
bers. The scctarian element is thus deliber-
stely introduced, and the principle on which
tke Colleges were cxtablished mast inevitably
be given up, The General Assembly, we hope,
will take farther action in this matter, and not
allow their intentions to be considered dombt-
fal either with regard to the powers given to
the Nagee College Trustecs, or to the general
principle of mixed edncation which they have
earnestly striven to uphold. Nothing more
is to be hoped from Dublin Castle. We bave
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reason to know that the cause of mixed educa-
tion will yet be asserted in the Hoase of Com-
mons ; and itis to the representatizes of the
people in Parliament assemblead that the friends
of the system must now look for its defence.—
Northern Whig.

TraxsrormaTION OF THE QUEEY'S UNIVERSITY,
IieLaxp.~—The Daily News fears there i3 litte
doubt that the Government have acceded to
the terms proposed by the Roman Catholic
bierarchy in Ireland, and that the character of
the Queen’s University will be altered accord-
ingly. The terms are that balf the senate .of
the Queen’s University is henceforth to consist
of Roman Catholics, and half of Protestants.
The result must be that the Queen’s University
wiil be transformed from an uasectarian icto &
sectarian institution.

Lorp WopEnorse has assured a deputation of
Presbyterians that there is nov the slightest
intention on the part of the Government to
disturb * the principle” of the national system
of education in Ircland.

Tue Inisn PRESBYTERIANS ON THE EprcatioN
Questiox.—The General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in Ircland held a special meet-
ing on Tuesday, at Belfast, to consider the sys-
tem of National and Collegiate Education 1n
Ireland, with especial reference to the propo-
sed affiliation of the Catholic University of
Dublin and the Magee College of Londonderry
to the Queen's Gniversity. The general tone
of the speeches was strongly in favour of main-
taining the existing system of united non-sec-
tarian education. Five resolutions were laid
before the meeting for its approval. The first
declared that the Irish system of united cduca-
tion cfficientls met the requirements of the
country ; the second expressed the satisfaction
of the Assembly with the existing connection
between the Queen's Colleges and the Queen’s
University ; the third regarded the proposed
changes as likely to impair in no small degree
the usefulness of these institutions by admit-
ting the denominational clement ; the fourth
was a declaration of the incxpedicncy of affi-
liating Magee College with the Qucen's Tai-
versity ; while the fifth recommended that o
deputation be appointed to urge Government
to arrest the suggested alterations. The debate
not being “finished on Tucsday. the Assembly
resumed the discussion on Thursday, when all
the resolutions, in a slightly modificd shape,
were unanimously passcd ; and a committes
appointed to give them cffect.  The committee
forthwith forwarded the resolutions to Earl
Russell and Lord Wodchouse, and appointed 2
deputation to proceed to Loadon to urge upo
Government the cxpedicncy of following the
views of the assembly.

Feniansm in Ireland is somewhat like the cat-
tlo plague in England; its surface-features
mar be dealt with, but there is no getling at
the roots. The trial and sentences of the pri-
soners befare the Special Commission, the in-
testine and savage quarrels of the Fenian av-
thotities in America, cannot root out of tke
minds of the Irish peasantry the notion thattbe
agitation isto produce some good to them, at
expensc of thosc who have land and property-
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Hence the conspiracy goes on while the con-
spirators are being tried ; and the fresh arrests
are asnumervus as the convictions. The Romish
Churchin Ireland, ready to turn every circum-
stance to their account, are now taking credit
with the Government for their discouragement
of a plot which frum the first has been specially
directed against themselves ; andthere are ef-
orts making to induce the Cabinet—weare not
sure yet with success—to grant them the de-
mands they have long made, to have education
placed under their sole control. Nay, still more
recently, a cry has been raised to reward the
Romish priests for their loyelty as respects
Fenianism, by granting them endowments at the
expense of the State. Itis not convenient to
the promoters of this scheme to remember that
the influence of the Romish priests in Ircland,
if ever exerted on the side of loyalty, has pro-
duced little or nv effect; and that if it were
once known that they had become the salaried
servants of the State, they would lose their in-
Buence over their flocks altogether.

The subordinate Standards of the Presbyterian
Church have been translated into Chinese and
are now in course of publication. The trans-
lation was made by Dr. Happer of the O1d School
Presbyterian Church.

Erronts are being made to restore the parish
church of Lutterworth, Leicestershire, where
Wickliffe, the Reformer, was rector at the time
of his death. The church is now in sucha
dilapidated state that it is not safe for the con-
tinuance of vublic worship.

A decply pious and promising young man,
Mr. W. Monod, son of Dr. G. Menod, M.D., has
been suddenly snatched away from his theolo-
gical studies, to the intense grief of his family
and all who knew him. His fellow students
at Lausanne all put on movrning, though he
died in Germany. His remains were brought
to P'aris, to the family grave, during the trst
week in January.

The text of the propo<ed law for the suppres-
sion of the religious corporations and several
of the hitherto existing bishoprics in Italy has
been published. The following is a summary
of its provisions :—

_ By Article 26 all books or objects of art or
literary interest existing in the suppressed
churches or conventual buildings are to become
the property of the public libraries and mu-
seums of the provinces in which such suppres-
sed establishmeatsare situated. By Articie 59
it is provided that archbishops, and bishops, in
order to be entitled to receive the revenues of
their sees, must reside within the dioceses.
“They bhave a right,” the article cited adds,
*to visit the churches, the buildings destincd
to be the habitations of priests, to examiae all
objects destined for the celebration of Divine
worship, and the administration and the ac-
counts of the chapters existiog in the diocese.”
The dioceses preserved are seventy in number.
Qfthese, Florence, Milan, Turin, Naples, and Pa-
lermo, are endowed with: 24,000 francs = 9601,
a-year. Pisa, Bologna, Mcdena, Cagliari, Sas-
sari, Spoleto, Capua, Benevento, Chieti, Bari,
Coscnza, and Messina bave 18,000 francs 2-year;
and all the rest 12,000 = 480L, except
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Saint Adriano, which has only 8,000 francs.
The pensions of the monks and nuns turned out
of their convents are to be regulated on the
following scale: Priests and choral nuns of the
non-medicant orders will receive 600 francs a
year, if over 60 years of age. Those between 40
and 60 years ofage will have 480 francs; those
under 40, 360 francs & year. Priests and choral
nuns of the mendicant orders will receive 250
francs a-year. Lay brothers and sisters of the
non-mendicant orders will have 240 francs a
year, and those of the mendicant orders 144
francs if over 60 years of age : 86 if less than
that age.

PreseNT oF A Bisuk To (GaRisaLpr—Among
the many tokens of admiration Geoerzal Gari-
baldi bas reccived from all ranks in this coun-
try is a beautiful Italian Bible, lately presented
by the British League Bible Classes of Edin-
burgh and Leith. The Bible, which is in seven
volumes, is bound in purple morocco, and
enclosed in a bandsome case of the same
material. Mr. Hope, the patron of the classes,
has received a letter from Caprera, conveying
an cxpression of the General's unqualified gra-
titude for the gift.

Qur contemporary the Presbyterian, in an
cditorial reference to meetings for Union, says:
#\We should advise our friends to approach the
subject of Union with great caution, and to
act in such a way as to endcavour to keep di-
vision away from among oursclves.” This is
good wholesome advice. We are of the same
mind, but we do not partake of the fear which
the J'reebyterian scems to have, that there is
any danger of division in the Church on the
subject. There is no prospect that an angry
discussion will be stirred or bitter feeling
aroused in counection with the subject of
Cnion.

The conterplation of Union implies the con-
sideration of points on which the disunited are
agrecd, more than the points on which they
differ. True, the points of difference are not
overlooked, but they are looked at in the spirit
of true endecavour to harmonize them with each
other. Bul the great points of agreement are
held up as the ground why two should walk
togcther, and the consideration of these are not
calculated to excite angry discussion, or stir
up bitter feeling.

Now the points of agreement are so patent
to every ong, that the question is every day
put, where is the diffcrence ?  There is a separ-
ation in fact, but can any ovne on great broad
gencral principles say that a continunation of
that separation is justifiable.

We often hear it said * that there was noneed
of a scparation in Canada, when it took place.”
It is maintined by some that  though there
may have becn good ground for division in
Scotland, there was none here.” Others main-
tained that there was good ground, and if that
question was opened up for discussion, there
would probably be pleaty of feeling cxcited.
But that discussion, however interesting as an
historical question, has no periinence to the
question of Union. Its discussion would not
only be uawise, but miserably out of place.

The Churches in Caoada that coutemplate
Union do not represent tke Established Church
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and the Free Church of Scotland, and therefore
do not stand in the relation to each other that
those Churches do. The distinctive question or
questions that have caused a separation there,
have no bearing now on the Churches here.
The Canada Presbyterian Church is not the
Free Church of Scotland. True it bas minis-
ters in its communion that were ordained by it,
and sent out by it, who bold, as individuals, its
distinctive principles. But it bas also minis-
ters from the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. It has ministers from the Presby-
terian Church of Ireland. It basministersfrom
the Presbyterian Churches in the United States,
and it bas a goodly number who have becn
edacated and ordained in Canada. Sothatitis
a distinct branch of the Presbyterian Church.
‘Whatever its doctrines, its excellencies, or its
errors, it stunds alone, responsible for itself.
The Presbyterian Church of Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, is very
much the same. Its ministers are from Scot-
land, from Ireland, from the United States, and
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from Canada. Its courts are distinct, and its
government i3 not subject to revision by any
other Church. True, in its name itis distinct-
ively said to be in connection with the Church
of Scotland. But what does that include ? It
is not that she is part of the Church of Scotland.
It is not taat her ministers are miaisters of the
Church of Scotland. It is not that her prop-
perty belongs to the Church of Scotland ; but
it is that she holds the distinctive views of that
Church, and receives now and again ordained
missionaries who are supported for two or three
years by its liberality. If these missionaries
are settled in Canada, their connection is trans-
ferred from the Church in Scotland to the
Church in Canada. If not, they return to the
Church from whence they came. So that this
connection i8 a very little thing, that has orly
to be dropped in name to make the two Church-
es in Canada the same in doctrine, the same in
Government, and the same in aim, viz: the
conquering of Canada for Christ.—Weekly
Evangelist.

QArticles Selected.,

THE MARONITES.

URING my earliest travels
through Syria and Pales-
tine, I was struck with the
contrast between Lebanon
1 and all other parts of the
W country. Lebanon might be
called a paradise, whilc the
land elsewhere aln ost deserves
'g the name * desert.” The more
years, and the morc extensive
my investigations becamc, the

more did this contrast impress me.

When speaking on one occasion with a dis-
tinguished Oriental diplomatist—a man of
comi.anding talent, who had made the political
state and history of the Turkish Empire a life
study—I called his attention to this fact, and
asked how he would account for it. ¢ The
whole mystery,” he replied, © is solved in one
word—Christianaty.” He then added, “ I con-
sider the present condition of Lebanon a stand-
ing testimony to the divine authority of our
religion. Though thet religion has been sadly
corrupled there, yet the shattered remnants of
its noble principles and institotions have
enabled these mountsineers 1o preserve their
freedom amid almost universal siavery, and to
keep their mountain home like & garden amid
almost universal desolation.”

Lebanon is the home of the Maronites. Their
industry has made these wild mountains the
garden of Syria. Amid their rocky fastuesses
they have been able to maintain for centuries
their faith and their freedom. The haughty
Noslem, elsewhere omnipotent, has not dared
to intrude upon the Maronite sanctuary. In
fact, to this day uo stranger in faith or linesge
has been permitted to settle there.

In liveage the Maronites are the descendant®
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of the Syrians who occupied the country before
the Mohammedan conquest. Therc is no mix-
turc of Arab blood in them. They have never
cither submitted to or amalgamated with the
Saracen invader. If we look still further back,
probably we may see their remote ancestors in
thosc old mountain tribes, the Jrkites, Sinites,
Hivites, who first peopled these mountains
(Gen. x. 17); who held them against the
Israclites in the days of Joshua (Josb., xiii, 5) ;

" and who, as accomplished architects, were

widely 1 journcyed in after .

employed in building the palaces of Tyre and
tie temple of Solomon (1 Kings v. 18; Bzek.
xxvii. 9). To this day we find traces of their
names in Jebeil (Gebal) and AArka (Arkite);
and samples of their art in the massive founda-
tions of the former.

The ccclesiastical origin of the Maronites
has given rise to somc controversy. The
account they give of themselves isas follows :—

Towards the closc of the fourth century, a
Syrian monk called Maro, under the influence
of strong Jdevotional feelings, left the society of
his fellows, and took up his abodcin a secluded
tock grotto on the banks of the Orontes. Hiz
fame soon spread abroad. Pcople came from
far and near to obtain his blessing and inter-
cession. The sick were brought to be cured,
for the holy man was of course gifted with
miraculous power. Disciples were drawn round
him, and chamber after chamber was excavated
in the chalky cliff, until at length the grotto
cexpanded into & spacious convent; and the
aachorite was converted into an abbo-.

Deir Mar Maron (“the Convent of St.
Marg”), as the place is still called is pictu-
resquely sitnated on the side of & wild ravine, a
few vards from the great fountain of the
Orontes. The plain of Hamath extends from
it eastward to the horizon, while immediately
over its western bauk tower the lofticst peaks
of Lebanon. The disciples of the saint
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wandered through the towns and villages of
the neighbouring plain and mountains, pro-
claiming the surpassing holiness and power of
their master. Thousands were thus influenced
{o assume the name, that they might enjoy the
protection and favour of the monk. Hence the
origin of the Maronites, At the time of the
Mobammedan conquest, the great body of the
people took refuge amid the heights of Lebanon,
where their descendants remain to this day.
Towards the close of the seventh century,
when Mohammedan fanatics were desolating
the land and codeavouring to exterminate
Christianity, another Maro became patriarch
of Antioch, and contributed much to consoli-
date the Maronite sect and ecxtend their
influence. He was a faithful ally of the Pope
of Rome, and a streauous supporter of the
Romish faith. Since that time the Maronites
have been steadfast in their orthodoxy, and
firm in their allegiance to Rome.

Such is the account the Maronites give of
themselves, and which bas beea substantially
set forth in the writings of their great scholars
and advocates, Asseman and Nairon.

Authentic history, however, tells a different
story ; and as it throws some light on the faith
and worship of the Maronites at the preseat
time, I shall relate the icading facts.

In the reign of the Emperor Heraclius, in the
beginning of the seventh ceatury, there lived
in the territory of Hamath a monk called
Maron. Ambitious, clever, and eloquert, and
at the same time & profound scholar, he attract-
ed round him a large body of disciples. He
had studied the philosophy taught in the
schools of Greece and Alexandria, and he
attempted to apply it in clucidating some of
the mysteries of the Christian faith. The
Eutychian or Monophysite herosy, which taught
that our Lord had only one nature, had troubled
the Fastern Church for many years. To the
speculative and imaginative Syrians sucha coa-
troversy had peculiar charms. Butbeing con-
demned, and its holders anathematized by those
in power,a new dogma was invented, which, it
was' supposed, would serve as a compromuse.
The orthodox doctrine of fico nafures was laid
down as a basis. So much the Menophysites
vielded. Bat then they argued, that though
the Incarnate Word had two patures, he had
confessedly only one person. This unity of
person being real and absolute, there must be
unity of action ; unity of action implied unity
of parpose or desiga; and unity of design
necessitated unily of will. The dogma at first
met with mauch favour. Gradually, howerer,
the charms of philosophic theory yiclded to
the plsin declarations of divipe trath. The
new dogma was discovered to be only & new
beresy, its holders styled Monothclutes, and con-
demned in due course.

Oae of its ablest advocates was the philoso-
pher-mook Maron. He propagated his views
with great success, especially among the moun-
taineers of Lebanon, and the Greek population
of Hamsth and Northern Syria. The distract-
<d state of the country aided his efforts. The
followers of Mohammed now began to invade
Syria. Damascus was taken in a.p. 634. The
disciples of Maron were overwhelmed by nam-
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bers, and cruelly persecuted in Hamath ; but
retreating to the fastnesses of Lebanon, they
drove back the fierce invaders. When the
degenerate Christians of the great citiea of
Syria and Palestine submitted to Moslem powaer,
the Maronites refused to surrender; and even
when Moslem Caliph and Christian emperor
banded togethar, these brave heretics defied an
unholy alliance, and successfully defended their
mountain home.

The Maronites and Melkites were henceforth
enemies. The members of the Eastern Church
has taken tl:e laiter name, to denote their
allegiance to the emperor, and they have ever
since retained it, [Melkite means ““ Royalist.'

For five centuries the Maronites _ma'mtamed
their Monothelitic doctrine. Their numbers
gradually decreased in Hamath, Emess, Damas-
cus, and other outposts, but they steadily in-
creased in Lebanon. Their position was pecu-
liar and trying. Denouncedas heretice by their
brother Christians, hemmed in on every side by
the fierce Saracens, they felt themselves alone
and forzaken. At length the Crusaders swept
over Syria and Palestine. The Maronites saw
and admired the splendour and the power of
the Western knights. They longed to hail
them as brethren, and to recognise them as
deliverers of the Holy Land. Policy cfected
whatargument and persecution had of old tried
in vain. The story of their conversion and
final union with the Latin Church is thus
quaintly narrated by the historian of the Cru-
sades, William, Archbishop of '}‘yre : ¥ In the
meantime, when the kingdom cnjoyed a tempo-
rary peace (A.b. 1180), a certan nation of
Syrians in the province of Phuwnice, about the
ridges of Lebanon, living near the city of
Biblus (Gebal), underwent & 7ery great change
in its state. For though, during some five
hundred years, they bad followed tho error of
o certain heresiarch named Maro, aund on this
account were called Maronites, and being
separated from the Church of the faitbful, and
their sacraments apart, ghey repenting by 2
divine impulse, and haviog laid aside their
stuggishness, joined themselves to Aimeric, the
Latio Patriarch of Antioch, and having
abjured the error by which they had been sv
long held, returned to the unity of the Catholic
Church, received the orthodox faith, and pre-
parcd to embrace and observe the tradxt'x‘ons of
the Romish Church with ail veneration.”

Though the Maronites have been cver swce
the most, devoted servaats of the Pope, they in
reality gave up nothing for him. True, they
formally renoanced a dogma which not one in
a thousand of them kad ever understood, or
cven spent & thought about; but they retained
all the other doctrines and forms peculiar to
them ; and, straoge to say, some of thcsg, if
held in France, [taly, or Ireland, would subject
the unfortunate Papist to all the horrors of
& pell, book, and candle ;" and if beld in Spain,
would speedily secure fcr him & place in the
dungeons of the Inquisition. But Rome bhas
her & variations.” She has & face fitted for
cvery clime and people. She can alwsys say
when it gsuits her,as & dism_:gmshed catdinal
rcmarked not long ago,  Give me only your
conscience and your submission, and I give you
tverything besides.”
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A RUSSIAN SALT MINR.

1 left Orenburg one lovely spring morning
to visit the famous Iletzkaja Scaschitta salt
mine, situated about sixty versts to the south
of the town in the Kirghis steppe.

No treeg refresh the sight between Orenburg
and Iletzkaja, the limitless steppe alone meet-
ing the view. Little trace is visible of human
industry, of agriculture, or of settlements,
although the soil, where cultivated, produces
admirable wheat in great abundance. The
little town, surrounded with an earthen ram-

part, and enlivened by & few groups of trees,
looked quaintly picturesque as we approached.

Close by is a tall gypsum hill, crowned by an
ancient tower, pierced with loopholes for
musketry, which dominates the town, and
forms a conspicuous feature of the landscape.
Within the towa we found straight, regular
streets, numbers of pleasant dwellings, and
some good-sized public buildings, and at the
southern extremity a little lake, surrounded hy
trees, and neatly laid out grounds. It almost
requires a residence of yearsamid the monotony
of the steppes to appreciate these simple plea-
sures as they really deserve. The sight of every
piece of water recalls refreshing coolness, and
every shady trec is a boon in the parching
heats of a steppe summer. The view of this
pleasant little town at the extreme point of the
civilized world was a truly delightful appear-
ance, reminding us of home and Europe. Be-
yond the town spread far away the wide and
gloomy Central Asian steppes.

We lost no time in going in scarch of the
salt mine. An avenue of thick-stemmed wil-
iows led beside the stone mosque and past the
guard-house, and thence to the brink of a vast
pit or quarry, bounded by steep slopes. Down
in the depths were several hundred labourers,
hewing cbannels with long-handled axes in the
length and breadth of the salt, which, scen
from above, presented the appearance of a
series of oblong slabs. To obviate being in
each other's way, they worked in terraces.
After shaping out the slabs, the blocks of salt
—adhering now only at the base—were easily
separated from the mass by blows from a species
«f battering-ram suspended from chains. The
great blocks—each weighing between three
and four tons—are then easily split into smaller
ones, and built up into symmetrical heaps.
These are furnished with sloping walls and a
slanting roof of thinner slabs, over which
pounded salt is dusted to fill the crevices.
Frost, rain, and sunshine soon bake tbe roof
into a covering, which defies the cffects of the
weather for years together.

After surveying for some time the operations
of the busy swarm from above, we descended
the main road into the centre of the mine, and
stood in o world of salt. The ground upon
which we trod, the walls by which we were
closed in, I might almost say the air which we
drew inwith our breath, sharp, white, and acrid
—all were salt, glittering, and brilliant. The
only other colour was in the arch of sky that
spread overhead, and domed in the crystal
walls with a cupola of blue.

Mineral salt consists of coarsc-grained crys
tals, constituting a hard, glittering, homoge.
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neous mass. The appearance of this great
shining rock in clear sunshine must be seen to
be appreciated. It canuot be deseribed. The
mine should either be visited in spring or after
heavy rain, for in automn the great heats have
covered its surface with a greyish-white crust.
Large crystals, conspicuous for purity and
transparency, are occasionally met with, and
used in former times to be fashioned by the
workpeople iato various objects—burning-
glasses, saltcellars, candlesticks, and rings.
The crystals have grown rarer of late, and
those who once cultivated the art have ceased
t exercige it; so that these tokens of a visit
tu the salt mine are no longer to be bad for
love or money.

The aspect of the salt-rock in its nataral
state, where it i3 as yet unutilized by the hand
of man, is extremelyinteresting. Jagged peaks,
washed bare by rain, protrude from the earth
—a mixture of sand and gypsum—or stand out
boldly from the smooth-hewn sides. The water,
which partially collects in tbe mine from rain,
parily filters out of the salt itself, i3 pumped
out by simple horse-power machines; the val-
nable salt-springs, which would be & treasure
in any other country, are bere suffered to trickle
away into the sand to the south. Several
worked-out mines and pits, filled with salt-
water, exist in this direction, whither all land-
springs flow. If the heat in auwtumn is very
great, the springs become so strongly saturated
by evaporation that a person bathing in the
pool is unable to sink beneath the surface. In
the former times the Kirghises frequented these
places for cure of various discases. It issaid
to bave been a peculiar sight to see these
brown leathery figures, tanned almost black by
the sun, piunge head foremost into the acrid
pool, and emerge in a few minutes glowing red
as vermilion.

The whole of this region tecems with salt.
Wherever the sandy gypsum soil is scratched
away to the depth of a few inches, the most
extensive layers of the mineral are found. To
the east of the great mine several houses were
situated some time back whose ccllars were
hewn out of solid salt, and in which a cool and
refreshing temperature lasted throughout the
vear. There are vaults now beneath the gyp-
sum hill in which water has ice-hke coolness
during the greatest heats.  Attempts made to
ascertain the actual extent of the mine have
proved ineffectual. The borings were constant-
1y through layer after layer of pure salt, and
the effort was finally abandoned on account of
the expense with which it was attended. A
careful ecstimate of that portion of the mine
which has already been cxplored gives the
approXimate result as 949,704,966 tons. Hum-
boldt is said to bave declared, when visiting
Tletzkajg, that he was acquainted with no salt
deposit throughout the world of similar extent,
oxcept, perhaps, in Africa.

Every tradition has long since disappeared
respecting the people who might have been the
original discoverers of the mine. At present,
with the imperfect and barbarous methods now
in use, the annual yield does not exceed 18,000
tons, sold upon the spot at the rate of 10d. per
pood (40 tb3.), and retailed by the buyers al-
most entirely in Orenburg and the adjncent
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. governments. Should it be practicable, at
some futnre time, to connect Iletzkaja by rail-
way or by canal with the Volga, some 400
versts away, so that produce can be forwarded
per steamer into the interior of the empire or
to foreign parts, tL. importance and value of
this great natural boon would be enormously
increased.

A PHEASANT DANCE.

The sharp-tailed grouse (Pediocaetis phasian-
ellus) have a very singular fashion of celebra-
ting their love-meetings. By the fur traders
and trappers these festivities are called
4 chicken" or * pheasant dances.”

Their usual time for assembling, during the
mating season, is about sunrise; a high round-
topped mound being chosen as ‘ the monster
platform,”’ and ere the fair are wooed and won,
and the bappy couples depart, to commence
their domestic joys and sorrows, the mound
tecomes beaten and trampled as bare and hard
as a turnpike road.

The pairing takes place very ear!yv in the
spring, even before the snow hasmelted off the
ground. I had often longed to witness one of
these bird-balls, and it so happened that whilst
camping at Fort Colville, on the Upper Co-
Jumbia river, my most ardent wishes were fully
realized.

The grey light of the morning was just
creeping stealthily into the valleys and ravines,
as I rode into the mountains to visit my traps;
cverything was still, the busy hum of day bad
not commenced, and the night prowlers were
gone to their lairs. Suddenly the well-known
note of the sharp-tailed grouse—chuck, chuck,
chuck—came clear and shrill, borne upon the
crisp, frosty air, telling me in unmistakable
lapguage that a dance wasafoot. To tie my
horse and dog was the work of a moment ; thea,
taking advantage of some rocks, I crept cau-
tiously along, and without exciting observation
reanaged to conceal myself behind an old pine
log, close to a hillock, on which, sure enough,
& ball was at its height.

There were from cighteen to twenty birds
present on this occasion, and it was almost im-
possible to distinguish the males from the
females, the plumage bring so nearly alike, but
1 felt sure the females were the passive oncs.
The four birds nearest to me were head to head
like game-cocks in fighting attitude, the neck
feathers ruffled up, the little sharp tail clevated
straight on end; the wings, partly open, but
drooped close to the ground, kept up Ly a rapid
vibration a continuous throbbing or drumming
sound. They circled round and round in slow

waltzing time, always maintaining the same
attitude, but never striking ator grappling with |
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each other. Soon the pace increased, and one
hotly pursued the other, until he had faced
about, then féte-d-téfe both went walizing
round again.

This over, the festivities were varied in a
‘“curious” way. About eight of the hirds
(males I supposed them to be) commenced
jumping about two feel into the air, until com-
pletely out of breath ; then marching and strut-
ting about, they ¢ ctruck attitudes,” asacrobats
invariably do after a successful tumble. Then
there were others paradiog round and round,
their heads and tails carried as high as they
could stick them up, evidently doing the ¢ heavy
swell;” others, again, did not appear to have
any well-defined idea as to what they ought to
do, so kept flying up, and pitching down again,
manifestly restless and excited—perbaps re-
jected suitors, contemplating something desper-
ate. The music to this eccentric dance was
the loud “ chuck, chuck, chuck,” continuously
repeated, and the strange thrcbbing sound
produced by the rapid vibration of the wings.

A DREAM OF HOME.

Pure as the silver wreath of snow
That lies on yonder wintry hill, .
Are all the thoughts that peaceful flow,
And with pure joy my bosom fill.
Soft as the sweet Spring’s wooing breath,
Or Summer’s zepbyr, forth they roam,
Until my bosom grows more kind,
And dreams of thee and all at home.

The sorrows of this world can ne'er
Annoy my Fancy’s fervid flight,
Nor yet the breath of grief or care
Disturb these dreams of dear delight.
For be I on the pathless wild,
The river calm or ocean’s foam,
Thine image smiles as once it smiled,
And spirit voices sing of home.

Thy love hath such a treasure been,
In all my wanderings, to me,
That wealth was scorned in every scene—
I was so rich possessing thee.
Ana faithful as those beams that fall,
From night's pale queen on spire and dome,
So (rue am I to thee and all
The dear ones waiting me at home.

Then dread not, love, the clouds that lour
Upon our bappiness awhile,

But patient wait the blissful hour
When on our meeting joy shall smile,

Thy sorrow bawish, lragh at care,
Until thy lover back shall come,

And with thee all his treasures share—
Pure love, contentment, peace, and home.
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Hliscellancons,

DEAN RAMSAY ON PREACHING AND
PREACHERS.

Forr Mirnios Sgruoxs.—Four million ser-
mons a year, says Dean Ramsay, are preached
in Great Britain. What a thought, and how
pregnant with cther thoughts! In how many
of these sermons, we wonder, is St. Pauls
opinion taught, to the eflect that though faith
is a good thing, charity is a far better? Con-
ccive the gigantic listening power of the

British mind, that can maintain such a tremen- |

dous institution 10 existence from year to year.
Consider, again, how muny of these sermons
would be preached if the fairer sex were not
allowed to go to church or chapel. If congre-
gations were made up of men alone, wouid any
sermons be ever preached ? Again, suppose
no persons were allowed to go to church in
their best clothes, what would be the appear-
ance of cur churches, both in town and
country? What portion of the female sex
would find the attractions of a preacher a suf-
ficient counterbalance to the annoyance of
being compelled to appear in their everyday
and working habiliments? Further, supposicg
that no clergyman or minister was permiticd
to preach against anybody else, would scrmons
continue as numerous and as long as they now
are? Supposing no Protestant was suffered to
attack the Pope, and no Catholic priest to
assure his hearers that Protestants will be
damned, would sermons diminish in quantity
as they rose in quality? Once more, is there
any bidden connection between the fuct of
these four mililon sermons and the ten thou-
sand outcast boys of loundon?

way the result of this perennial flux of talk,
and of the * Christian zeal” for the couversion
of black people which it encourages? Some
of these questions may be purely speculative,
but surely some of them are to the last degree
practical.

DRY PREACHERS.

Some men have none of the materials for
making an cloquent preacher. They cannot
clothe their ideas with the graces of oratorical
diction, or with any cf the attractions of

|
1

began, the attendants were doing all in their
power to make bim comfortable by rubbing him
with towels and other appliances. The good
man was much discomposed, and was ever and
anon impatiently exclaiming, *“ Oh! [ wish
that I was dry;” and repeating often, ¢ Do ye
think I am dry encuch now?” Dr. Henry, his
colleague, who was preseut, was a jocuse man,

¢ wmuch quiet bumour, and could not resist
e opportunity of a little bit at his friend's

. style of preaching, so he patted him on the

Are these !

i . i he Engli i O
miserable pariabs of the English race in any * 4rm that never dies, and of a fire unquench-

oratory ; nor can they throw into their voice .

the energy of an oration. Their discourses are
essentially adapted for study in the closet, not

for hearing them delivered by others. Our own .
Dr. Macknight, author of an claborate com- ,

mentary on the Epistles, and of a treatise on
tvidences, able and learncd works, was a
remarkable example of this class of preachers.
Logical and crudite, he could find no place for

shoulder, with the encouraging remark :—
# Bide a wee, Doctor, bide a wee, and ye's be
dry encuch when ye get into the pulpit!” And
some men are aiways dry in the pulpit, how-
¢ver easy and patural they may be elsewhere.
Iu the pi.lpit, they are constrained and enslav-
ed by system. There they are artificial and
formal, and must be dry.

THE ALARMING OR THREATENING STYLE OF
PREACHING,

The fourth class of preachers we have named
are in the alarming or threatening style. They
specially dwell upon the * terrurs of the Lord.”
Preachers of this schoul nodoubt show a great
anxiety to display the more awful features of
that Gospel which it i3 their office to proclaim
and enforce. They would scek to warn men
from evil by pressing on their conscience the
terror3 of the * law” rather than attract them
to good by urging the forbearance and loving-
kindness of God. This line of argument
involves more or less minute descriptions of
the misery that awaits the finally impeniteny,
and a more or less minute cnforcement of
those terrible denunciations which tell of a

able. Those who are acquainted only with the
modern and ordinary modes of introducing
details on these awful questions have no idea
of the minuteness with which sermon-writers
of past times have dilated on the sufferings of
the lost. Dante has been t¢ many a sort of
guide 1o certain commentaiors on the condition
of the lost, and especially with Italian preach-
ers. [ recollect sume years back a friend, who
was n great student of italian literature, lent
me the sermons. of Pastorini, and some of his
descriptivns are most extravrdinary for their
ingenwity and detail of dreadful sufferings. 1
might adduce passages from the sermons of
George Whitetield, who was celebrated forsuch
details.  But 1 rather prefer showing what has
been done in times past regardiog this awful

: subject, and I will recad you a few extracts

the relief of the imngination or of fancy in .

composing his discourses; could assume no
fervour of enthusiasm in their delivery. Of
this cstimable divine the pleasant story is told
of what his colleague shly remarked upon his
pulpit ministrations. Mr. Macknight had been
overtaken by a sharp shower in coming to
church. In the vestry, and before the service

from the homilics of a medieval writer with
whose name you may be familiar, but whose
works probably you have little knowiedge of.
1 refer 1o Bede, the eminent saint of the North-
cra Church, usually called, from the sanctity
that is associated with his name and character,
the Venerable Bede. His history of the carly
Northern Church i3 valuable. lle wae born
635, and he died in €72, and his remains lie
buried behind the altar of the magnificent
Durbam Catbedial. e left some IHomiljes,
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from which the extracts regarding the lost are
taken, which will, whilst illustrating our sub-
ject give you an idea of medixval preaching.
©Qune bomily i3 on the Christian Sabbath, and
Bede supposes that St. Paul and St. Michael had
petitioned that the lost souls might have rest
on Sundays from their punishment. He says,
in explanation—It was the Lord’s will that
Paul should see the punishments of that place.
He bebeld trees allon fire, and sinners torment-
<¢d on those trees; and some were hung by the
feet, some by their hands, some by the hair,
some by the neck, some by the tongue, and
some by the arm. And, again, he saw a fur-
nace of fire barning with seven flames, and
many were punished in it; and there were
seven plagues round about this furnace—the
first snow, the second ice, the third fire, the
fourth blood, the fifth serpeats, the six light-
ning, the seven stench; and in that furnace
itself were the souls of the sinners who repent-
ed not in this life. There they are tormented,
and every one recciveth according to his works ;
some weep, some howl, some groan, some burn
aud desire to have rest but find it not, Lic wse
souls can never die.” But we have bad envugh
of this style.

THE PERSUASIVE STYLE.

The gentle and persuasive style of preaching
must ever gain men’s hearts, and should pre-
dominate in cevery address from a Christian
minister; and when they are so predominant,
when they are mingled with a due proportion
of the argumentative, and when contrasted on
suitable occasions with a sterner representa-
tion, it constitutes, in my opinion, the perfec-
tion of Christian pulpit oratory.

GALT'S DESCRIPTION OF THREE CLASSES OF
PREACHERS.

Three of these classes—the expository, the
severe, and the gentle—are exquisitely de-
scribed by Galt in his * Annals of the Parish,”
of course, with special reference to Scottish
preaching. Three neighbouring ministers are
to take part in the Sacramental services, and
Mr. Baincquidder thus describes them :—

Mr. Keckic of Loupington, was a sound
preacher and a great expounder of the kittle
parts of the Old Testament, being a mar well
versed in the Hebrew and eteemologies.

Mr. Sprose, of Annock, was a preacher of
another sort, being a vehement and powerful
thresher of the Word making the chaff and
babbling of profane commentaries fly from bis
hand.

Mr. Waikle, of Gowanry, was a quict hewer
out of the image of holiness in the heart.

SERMONS NEED NOT BE DULL,

Now, we cannot help thinking that the very
frequency of hearing the greatest truths, the
very circumstances of the enormous number of
sermons in latter days, if there be not some life
and energy put into the mode of their deliver-
ance, must itself tend to weariness. It may
De'said that it would be unreasonable to expect
that of the 75,040 sermons preachedevery Sun-
day in Great Britain, all, or even a considerable
portion, shall be able and powerful dizcourses.
We are quite ready to admit the truth of this.

But, them, we say there is no nced that they
should be duli. No person who has to com-
municate to others a message of personal ap-
peal, on a subject of surpassing importance to
all, will deliver bis message so as to make bis
address pointless or wearisome, if he el it
deeply himself. No; he will not be dull if he
is natural, if he is earnest, if he is unaffected,
if ne speaks as if he felt that he was not
speaking mere conversational language, or
executing an office in a mere perfunctory man-
ner. We cannotimagine any of the first preach-
ers being dull. Indeed, we are constrained to
believe that one palpable point of difference
in our preaching froru carly preaching is its
dulness. The very phiascology of modern ser-
mons has become conventional, and people
seem afraid of words which are not sermon
words—they are jealous of expressions which
betray strong emotiop, as savouring of fanatic-
ism; and they dread discussions upon any
points which lie out of the beaten path of
hackneyed topics, as bordering upon the pro-
vince of thesceptic.

THE ® FUSHIONLESS™ STYLE OF OUR SERMON
"LANGUAGE.

1 cannot resist the desire to give a specimen
of thbis commonplace, and, as we would say in
Scotch, ¢ fushionless” style of sermon lan-
guage. Itis from Dr. Neale's preface to his
volume on mcdixval preaching. He narrates
that, preaching for a friend, he told him he did
not preach plain enoughb. He said he would
show him in the afternoon how a congregation
should be addressed. So be thus opened his
afternoon discourse :—** To those who will con-
sider the harmony which reigns in the various
accounts dictated by inspiration of Christ's
passion, confirmed as those accounts are by
the antecedent testimonies of prophets on the
oune hand, and by tbe concurrent testimonies of
the cpistles on the other, it will appear in the
highest degree probable that our blessed Lord
was not an impostor, but was in reality what
he gave himself out to be, the Son of God.”

DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN DRY AND DULL SERMONS.

But here, let it be remarked, I make a dis-
tinction between a dry scrmon and a dull ser-
mon. A dry sermon, we feel, may be very
clever, and very full of interest aud instruc-
tion, if only we could e¢xert oursclves to
attend. But we feel that, though abounding
with learning and cleverness, we find it too
severe, oo unornsmental, and, in fact, too
much of a study, and, as an appeal, too unat-
tractive, A dull sermon, on the other hand,
we find to be prosy, commonplace, and so
pointless, both in matter and manoer, that we
cannot attend with any life or energy.

Orey Cuunrcr  Association.—The annual
mecting of the Liverpool and Birkenhead Open
Church Association was Lield on Monday even-
ing, in the hall of the Liverpool College.
Licut-Col. King presided, and there was a
large and influential attendance. Letters of
apology for non-attendance were read from
the Archdeacon of Ely, the Earl of Durham,
l.ord Wharncliffe, Sir S. Glynne, and others.
Dr. Clarke, one of the secrwtaries, recd the re-
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port, whichstated that the principles of the asso-
ciation, happily, are each year now becoming
more and more understvod. iethen procceded to
detail the local event of the year in connection
with the socicty, and expressed pleasure at the
satisfactory progress they had made. The funds
showed an annual increasing tendency, being
£567 19s. 10d. in 1865, against £439 17s. 5d.
in 1864. 1t was calculated that 80,000 tracts
and papers had been distributed. The amount
due to the treasurer was £36 2s. 7d. The
chairman felt the greatest sympathy with the
objects of the association. e maintained that
the objects of the founders of our parish chureh-
¢s had not been carried out. The poor wan
was turned out of his parish church to make

room for those in & higher station of life than |

himself. e regarded this as a seandalous abuse.
For this reason he supported the objects of thie as-
sociation. e would move the aduption of the
report. The Rev. A. Lodge seconded the mo-
tion, which was carried with six dissentients.
Dr. Fraser (a deputation from the London as-
sociation) moved: “That this meetling views
with unfeigned satisfaction the various instan-
ces that have occurred throughout the country
during the past year of the conversion of pew
churches into free ones, and earnestly calls
upon all true-hearted churchmen to take a prac-
tical interest in this glorious work.” Mr. H.
Duckworth seconded the motion, and thought
they had good reason to congratulate themselves
upon their progress. Mr. Dumbell nextaddres-
sed the meeting, and considerable confusion
followed, there evidently being a koot of dis-
sentients in the body of the meeting. The re-
solution was, however carricd nem, dis.  Mr. H.
(Clarke moved aresolution, to the effect : & That
the pew system neutralizes much of the good
effect of Sunday schools, and on this ground
alone its abolition is imperative.” Mr. B. H.
Grindley scconded the motion, which was
adopted. TheRev. G. 5. Jones meved : “ That
this meeting strongly reprobates the attempts
that have lately been made to attach a party
character to the free and open church move-
ment, the Natonal Association having distinet-
Iy disavowed its connection with any partica-
lar party in the Church.” Mr. H. Menzics sc-
conded the motion, and it was carried unani-
monsly. A vote of thanhs to the chairman
concluded the proceedings. Several members
of the association breakfasted together on Tues-
day morning, at the Adelpbi Hotel, at the in-
vitation of Mr. H. Duckworth, for the purpose
of meeting the Rev. Dr. Fraser, vicar of Alton,
Staffordshire, and the Rev. R. W. Enraght. or-
ganizing secretary of the National Association
for Promoting Freedom of Worship. Mr. Duck-
worth said he was well aware that the question
was onc the mention of which was very apt to
stir up hostile and resentful feelings in the
minds of somec; at the same time there was
none which more required to be discussed in a
dispassionate spirit and with all forbearance
and charity.—(Hear, hear') The Rev. Ur.
Fraser cxpressed a hope that the churches of
Liverpool might be soon as free and open as its
hospitality. It should be distinctly understood
that the socicty was in no scnse a pacty society.
The Rev. W. M. Falloon asked if the movement
was a parish church movement, or whether it

141

referred to all the churches in Englund? The
Rev. Dr. Fiuser said according to law it only
referred to parish churches, but the promoters
would be glad to see all the churches in Eng-
gland free and unappropriated. They could
not legally interfere with proprietary churches
built by persons who held pews in them:
they could only use moral suasion; and he
.thought it could be proved by statistics that,
in towns at any rate, the offertory conld be
substituted for pew rents with very great effect.
The Rev. W. M. FFalloon, incumbent of Xt. Bride's
Churcl, said the answer was extremely satis-
fuctury, especially in its tone. He pleaded for
moderation. He thought there had been excess
on the part of the advocates of the open pew
system.  As regarded parish churches, Eawent
the whole length of Open Church Association
The Rev. A. Lodge said thut the iron church
al Wavertree was immensely successful, because
it was frec. £145 had been given at the of-
fertory during the year. The Rev. Mr. En-
raght said it was a matier of fact that, throw-
ing the alms of the rich and the poor together,
they would yield a more certain income than
pew rents collected fiom comparatively few
people, and those peopleall of one cluss. Both the
Jews and the carly Christians found the alms
of the faithful sufficient for the needs of the
Church, and both 5t. Chrysostom and St. Au-
gustine preached against endowments. They
said the Church was suffering from endow-
wments; the people's liberality was drying up
The association, however, did not set the offer-
tory against endowments, but against pew rents
and subscription lists, which they believed to
be out of accordance with what our Lord said
oun the Mount. It had been estimated that if
each worshipping member of the church of Eng-
gland gave # penny every Lord’s Day, the
Church would be four miltionsricher a year than
she was.  He had never heard of an instauce of
the ofiertory having failed where it had been
fairly tried, and Dr. Guthrice said he considered
the Church beside bierself for keeping up the
unfortunate prejudices against it. The pro-
cedings then concluded.

Auenpers, Baxrr, axp Kixcarnixsmirg Mytc-
AL AsSoC1ATION—DxAN Ramsay oN TEMPERANCE.
On Friday week, the first annual meeting of
the above society was held in the Phanix Hall,
Melbourne Place—the very Rev. Dean Ramsay,
President of the Society, in the chair. There
was a very large attendance, the ball being
quite filled. After the company had partaken
of tea, the Very Rev. Dean Ramsay, after some
introductory remarks on the benefits which the
improvement of the time afforded, procecded-—
Highly as I value the moral, intcllectual, and
the Christian attainments of Scotchmen—
and there exists no man who more highly esti-
mates these qualities than I do—we have cer-
tain' 7 occasionally failed in the exercise of a
very homely, excellent, good, and useful virtue,
simply sobriety. I am not a tectotaller, al-
though I believe we are in a teetotal hall. I
don't blame people who are teetotallers,
though I am not one myself. I think a glass
of whisky to be in its way conducive to health
and comfort. That is my opinion. (Applause.)
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But when the whisky gets the upper hand it
sorely holds down a family. I speak seriously
and gravely, because I Lave known so many
families who were desperately and sadly held
down by it. 1 would not call it an innocent
thing, because it is a very sad failing. You
know the story, perhaps, of a poor laddic, who
was sent and boarded 2t & farm-house, where
he bad every comfort, and his friends when
they visited bim, were delighted to find that
he had these cemforts. But there was o turkey-
cock belonging to the farm which frightened
the poor boy out of his senses somelimes.  Une
" day he was visited by some friends, and they
said to him, * Jamic, you ought tobe very grate-
ful. You are very comfortable hiere. Every-
t.ing is done for you that can be done—XKind
{riends, plenty of good food, and o on” He
says #IUs very true, but I'm sore hadden
doun by the bubbly-jock.® 1 have known many

a family sorc *hadden doun”™ by the whisky.

7 really bave, and it is very sad.  Aud having
s2id this, I would fmitate the brevity of a min-
ister in the far north.  His congregation had
considerably tried Bim in that way, and he
thought he would give them a word of advice,
and so he preached 2 sermon upon the dangers
of intcmperance, and he explained theevils that
the wine produced, aud that those who sat late
at the wine had the necessary cvils which at-
tended 3t *And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess,” he took as his text. But
the good man reflected as he went on that
perhiaps it was not very applicable to speak
rough there, but they were not very familiar
with winc; 0, in order 10 make his remarks
more practical and applicadle, he first twran-
cd 10 the one side and then to the other
and exclaimed, *“Qh! my friends,
whicky, the whisky.” (Applause.) It was most
cmphatic, and it is o lesson that I think we
might all learn from. Dean Ramsay concluded
br introducing to the meeting Sir James Horn
Burnet, Rart, who said he was exteemely grata-
ficd in being iavited to allend the mecuing. He
considered that 1he socicly was calculated o
do great good. e shonld be glad if by any

means ke conld be of née to them: and if they |

!
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the |

would do him the honear 10 make nm o hon. -

mermber, he would assurs them that he woud
be always at their service. The mecung was
alsoaddressed hy several other geatlemen ; and
during the cvening the procecdings were en-
Jivened by gome songs, and by the petrfarmance
of some favonnte music on the piznoforie by
1wo blind young ladics.

Tor Lats Bimor Browmrn~~1t scems he
ad been preaching  himsell moming and
afternoon, and was fathes dronsy duning &
lengihy cvening discoutsc from annther disinc.
A comjanion <ccing the Hithep nodding, and

3

D L

feating it wag aboot 1o e sacceeded by an-

cpiscopal snoring, mave him an occasional
nedge, and when the disconrse ws finshed
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him as eating away at the two tables of the
Law ‘while the Presbytery looks on with hair on
end. Another represents him sitting on a
Pyramid in Egept, looking into the desert
through blind spectacles, with bis feet bound
in chains. Under him is lis own dictum : #“ He
never broughtme out of Egypt.” Then we have
him as a modern Samson with the gates of
Gaza on his back~—the two Tables of Stone—
t ¢crossing over the Tweed, a quiet parish church
being behind bim, and a large catbedrul in
frout. Itis reported that, being high in court
favour, it is his desire to leave the poor Estab-
lished Church of Scotland, and to live and die
a bishop.” Still another favours us with a
picture of the three innovators, Drs. Maclead,
Tulloch and Lee. They are represented as
f“navvies;” Dr. Robert Lee is displayed, sur-
rounded with all manner of popish parapher-
nalin, and is hounding on his underlings,
Principal Tulloch, whois busy at the foundation
of the Confession of Faith, while Dr. Macleod is
digging a deep hole for theten commandments.
The Dx. is saying, * scttle for the Confession,
Tulioch, and Fll soon put the commandments
out of sight.” Dr. Lecencourages with ¥ work
away my lads with a will, we'll make an end
of the whole thing.”

Borrowixé Trovpre—*The weorst cvils”
{says the proverb) are thosc that never arrive.”
By way of practical counsel to all borrowers
ol trouble, I would say—Face the real difficul-
tics aud troubles of life, and you won't have
time for practising the art of scl~tormenting.
The most conterted people in the world are
those who are most occupied in alleviating,
with Christiaa Leart and hand, the sorrows that
flesh is heir to. Visit the homes of igno-
rance and poverty and vice, and in the face of
the terrible realitics you will there witness,
Four own peity cares will scem as nothing.
The anxictics of the fancy will vanish alto-
gethies, wlale you will be far more able tobear
thuse bardons wlhich though real; wail scem iight
by comparison.

Jomn Rituxes ox Prracniine.—1 always ad-
Tise short sermons, especially on a hot Sunday.
If a minister kant strike il in borcing 40 mu-
autes he kaz cither gol x poor gimblet or clse
ke iz a boreing in the ong place.”

A SHaART Bov.—The ministcr of 2 church ncar
Glacgow recensly delivered lis usual xnaual
sermon to the children of hiis congregation.
Having divided his subject into five heads, the
vev. gentleman procceded at Wie close of each
division te ask the children a “few simple
Jgcglions.” After quoting the test, ¢ He careth
2 them as the apple of His exe,” and cxplain-
ing how vensitive an organ the human eye was,
ke concluded hy atking his dear young fricnds
what aay of them woald do suppesing a mole

. of a Titide sand or dast went into heT CReS,

whe Bishop shooh his ncighbont ®atsls by il

tand, and waid—" Onc of the mest awakening
sermons 1 ever beard "—=Jord William Lonrox.

Caneaniwie—T ke wits are bagy with caw-
cateres of D7, Notwaan Nacleod, Onc represeals

e wmes

when tp started one latile fcllot and answered,
2 1q Maw my nose, 53" The seniors in the
congregation heeame contuised with laughter,
ard it was apparent that the rev gealeman
reguired an cffort o waintain kis geavity.—

_ Glasgow Jlereld,
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Subbath Beadings.

CHRIST OUR REDEEMER.

# Unto him that loved us and washed us irom
our sins in his own blood, to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever.’—Rev. 1. §, 6.

T appearsthat the apostle
Jollx"tlx)e had inditcdpothis
" Scripture towards the
close of his life in the isle of
Patmos. There was there
given to him in a vision, 2 view
of the coursc of things to the
end of time. In this vision
the Redeemer is represented
in dignity and glory—clad in omnipotence,
going forth conquering and to conquer, and
% establishing that dominion which is to
last for ever.”  Itis then shown what the
end will be ; when sin is destroyed, and
Satan stripped of his influence ; when all
the purposes of God in his dispensation of
grace being answered, the gates of the ce-

lestial city will be closed, and Christ be all |

inall. The passage now before us, showsin
a verv distinct light, the obligations due to
the Redeemer, and the praises ascribed to
him by the redeemed.

# Tnto Him that loved us"—this lead-
ing fact comprehends all that is important.
4t He hath loved us,” and the propertics of
his love may challenge our admiration, as
sovereign, boundless, everlasting.

And this love will be found still more
wonderful if we take into account the
character of those who were the objects of it.

that we might be set free from the penalty
due to it: ¢ The chastisement of our peace
was upon him ; with his stripes we are
healed.”

But while Divine love is the source of
merey and grace to fallen man, we are re-
minded in this text that the atoning sacri-
fice of Christ has been necessary to pro-
cure our salvation. It is the custom with
too many in our day to speak lightly of
the doctrine of the atoncment. Butitis
the central truth of the Christian faith !
By it alone can there be harmony between
the Divine mercy and justice ; by it alone
can God's ways be vindicated, and man’s
salvation be sccured. X.et us consider,
therefore, the nature and the nced of an
atonement.

1. The term atonement implies a satis-
faction made for the neglect of some known
duty —or the commission of some known sin.
The satisfaction may in certain cases be
made by the offender himself; thus a ser-
vant may make amends for his neglect by
such future labour as shall be equivalentto
the extent of his neglect or to the injury
done to his master. But what reparation
can man make to divine justice? Sin isan
offence against the goverment of God.  All
the services of siuncers are owed to God for
the time being; no future services are
within his power to render, as a satisfaction
for sins past. If an atoncment be made in
this case, it must be by 2 substitute; must
be of sufficient value to repair the injury

Te has loved s 7 us who are nothing, and | donc, and must leave the divine govern-
less than nothing ! Let us take into ac- | ment as firm and cffective after the atone-

count that we arce guilty— that we have
lifted up our arm in rebellion against the

.

|

sovercign—that if the tremendous strokeof | 0
the justice we have provoked were to light ! In order to understand this we must con-

upon us, it would be righteous and just on
the part of God.  To know that we have
been Joved notwithstanding all this—to re-
8ect that our very sinfulness has drawn out
the compassion of God—are we not lost in
wonder ?

And the more so if wc consider the
proofs he has given us of his love, the way
he kas shown it.  He came down from the
divine glory—ne made himself of no repu-
tation—he tabernacled in this world of sin
and misery, he was 2 man of sorrows, and
in duc time by the sacrifice of himsell] ke
made upon the cross an atoncment for sin,

ment is made, as it was before the crime
was committed.
2. As to the necessity for an atonement.

sider man as a sinner against God's law.
But the language of the Iaw was # The
soul that sinneth sball die.” Now if it was
wisc and right to enact this law, it was
wisc and right to maintain it.  This being
admitted, it follows that no sinner can be
forgiven by God save on the ground of an
atonement or satisfaction.  If the law was
originally just, and wise, and good, justice
requires the execation of it upon every
tranggressor.  But God, in pardoniag the
tran r (where no change in circum-
stances has justified it), would declare that
the law was not just, that the exccution of
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it was not consistent with infinite wisdom
or perfect righteousness. But such conduct
will not be attributed to the unchangeable
Jehovah. To pardon sinners then without
satisfaction being made, that is, without an
atonement, as has been shown, would not
be consistent with Divine justice. But
Christ having made an atonement for them,
God can be merciful to sinners consistently
with divine justice; he is at once a just
God and a Saviour! “Ile,” says the pro-
phet, “hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows.” Ie was wounded for our
transuressions, he was bruised for our
iniquitics. The chastisement of our peace
was upon him. ¢ The Lord hath laid on
him the iniquities of us all.”

Thisis the doctrine of the atonement; and
we must ever bear in mind that it is only
‘by believing on the Son of God in this sa-
crificial character that we come to receive
the benefits of his great salvation. Itisthus
our sins are washed away—it is thus our
robes are washed and made white in the
blood of the Lamb. And we must remem-
ber that it is his blood, his own blood that
can avail—that his sacrifice alone is cffica-
cious. This is the grand truth, the centre
in which all the lines of salvation meet.
“Ii is Christ that hath loved us—it is
Christ that hath washed us from our sins
in his own blood!”

Oh! the depth of the riches of the grace |
of God in Christ! To have forgivencess of
our sius; nay, more than forgiveness ! Not
only are all our sins forgiven, but the very
root of sin, 50 to speak, is destroyed—nailed |
to the cross (as far as condemnation is con |
cerned) in the person of our surcty. So
that instead of siy, the torment of our life
—the source of our sorrow, God, (through
the merits of Christ’s sufferings) gives us |
Tightcousness, the fruits of which arc ** peace |
and assurance for ever.” Into what a
zlorious state is the Christian thus brought, i
because of the finished work of the Re-
deemer—united to Christ as a branch to
the vine—protected in him as within a
strong tower—joined to the Lord as one
spirit—accepted in the beloved, and com-
plete in him.  This is the present state of
the Christian. And his cxpectation how
glorious! a crown of rightcousness—a crown
of glory—a crown of life; to sce the face
of the Redeemer—t0 enjoy his presence,

-
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freedom from death and pain, fulness of
joy and pleasures for evermore.

Itis true that, in order to this there is
the conflict, the struggle which all have to
maintain while undergoing their probation.
But the same Holy Spirit who revealed the
Saviour to the soul will communicate out
of Christ’s fulness, grace for every time of
neced. And the reward is certain—the
victory sure. ¢ Be thou faithful unto
death,” says the faithful and true witness,
“and I will give thee a crown of life.”
Even now may we join in the anthem of the
redeemed, “ Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood,
and made us kings and priests unto God,
to him be glory and dominion fer ever,
Amen.”

St. Axprew’s Curnen, BELLEVILLE ANSTAL
Missioxany MeeTing.—The Annual Missionary
Mceting of St. Andrew’s Church was lield on
We:lnesday cvening last, 7th inst. The pro-
ceedings having been opened with prayer by
the Rev'd A. Buchan, Geo. Neilson, Egq., who
officiated as Chairman, explained briefly the
objccts for which the meeting had been called,
after which addresses were delivered by the
Rewd Messrs. McCaul, McLaren, Inglis, Climie,

i and Bell, the Hon. R, Read, and A, F. Wood,

Esq, Warden of the County. The speaking
was good aud to the point, hrevity beinga
marked and pleasing feature. The collections
and subscriptions amounted to $97, and itis
expected thatadditional sums will be received,
several persons belonging to the Church who
are fricndly to the Mission schemes havingbeen
unavoidably absent. Towards the close, the
Rev'd A. Walker, Pastor of the congregation,
made a few remarks, warmly thanking the
aundicnce, more especially those who were pre-
sent from the other Protestant denominations,
for the liberal contribulions made on this
occasion. A vote of thanks was passed to the
Clwir, who, under the cflicient leadership of Mr.
Orme, had exccuted very creditably several
picces of music in the course of the cvening.
The benediction having been pronounced, the

I mecting scparated, apparently well satisfied

with the manner in which the proccedings Lad
been conducted.

Perished in the Bay of Biscay on the 11th
January, by the foundering of the steamship
¢ London,” the Rev, James Kerr, M., Iately
of Armadalc Mission Station, and formerly of
S!:rllanin's and of Murrocs, also his young
wife.

Nr. Kerr was at one time assistant of St
Andrew's Church in Montreal, a diligent work--
man, and a great friend of the poor.



