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A Striking Next summer the General As-
Co-incidence. sembly meetsin St. Matthews’
Church, Halifax, on the 12th of June. The fol-
lowing day, the 13th of June, the congregation of
St. Matthew’s Church will be one hundred and
fifty years old, the oldest congregation in the
Presbyterian Church in Canada. It can thus
celebrate at once the olose of the Century, the
completion of its own century and a half,and have
the whole Church present to rejoice withit. What
a change fromn the solitary beginning to the host
that shall be represented there in June. How lit-
erally is ¢ the little one become a thousand.” The
co-incidence, so remarkable, was not of human
planning, but how fitting that the Church should
celebrate the close of the Century by gathering in
devout thankfulness with its oldest congregation,
and celebrate, not only the close of the century,
notonly the century and a half of the history of
that oldest congregation, but in doing so, celebrate
the century and a half, the third jubilee, of its
own history.

St. Matthew’s was not at the first definitely or-
ganized as a Presbyterian congregation, for there
was no Presbyterian Church in the country to or-
ganize it, or with which it could be connected. It
was simply a body organized for worship, the year
after the founding of the city. But it never had
connection with any other than the Presbyterian
Church. The first Presbyterian minister, Rev.
James Lyon, who came in 1764, did his first work
in Canada as its minister, and itsearliest and only
afliliations have been Presbyterian,

Heartiest thanks to all who are kindly interest-
ing themselves in the circulation of the RECORD
for the coming year, and for the kindly, cheering
letters that have come.

Famine For the first time in nearly a century
in India. onr own mission field of Central
India, for which we are specially responsible, is
visited by sore famine. In previous famines peo-
ple flocked from other places to he fed. Now this
place, too, is stricken. Rev. Wm. A. Wilson, one
of our miszionaries, writes :—*‘ We give some food
twice a day to people who are willing to work for
it, but many are now s~ weak and famished that
they are no longer able to work.

* Residence in a famine-stricken country is not
pleasant. At every turn we are confronted with
signs of distress we have no power to relieve.
Everywhere I hear people crying, ¢ Give me food,
Iam dying of hupger.” I never wished for a
larger salary before, but it is hard to see the ema-
ciated and naked everywhere and be able to do
nothing for them.

‘“The water supply threatens to give out. Fod-
der for ponies is four times its usual price. Oxen
and cows, o1 which so much depends in Ingia,
cannot be fed, and aredying in vast numbers, Al-
most every day people come to us, cffering their
children, and begging for a little bread.”

Two things should be remembered by any of our
readers whose hearts move them to help. First,
do not make your gift by voting part of your mis-
sionary Society mouney for that purpose, but by
spending less upon self or saving in some other
way. There will scarcely be enough when all the
socicty nonies are gathered to pay what you have
already promised to the missionaries to help them
live and work through the famine, aud their food
costs them much more than 1t used to do. Second,
see that your gift does the most good, in feeding
the starving, by sending it to our own Church
Agents in Halifax or Toronto to be disbursed by
our missioparies. Their knowledge of the whole
sitnation and their unselfish desire to help the
bungry makes them the best and safest almoners,
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R.C. Misslon Two things may here be noted
to Protestants. with regard to the speoial ser-
vices which the Roman Catholic authorities of
DMontreal have heen carrying on recently for the
conversion of Protestants, bringing in for that
purpose an eloquent Paulist Father from New
York. First,—such a raovement is not only their
privilege, but, il they helieve they have saving
truth which Protestants bave not, it is their duty
to teach it. Second,—They are permitted to doso
in peace and (uietness. 1f Protestants are pres-
ent, all is listened to with respectful attention.
Neither within nor without is there sign of dis-
turbance. It is their right, and they enjoy itin
fullest measure,

Two other facts necessarily follow the above.
First, that if Protestants believe that they have
saving truth which others have not, that they
have the Word of God, which it is admitted the
French-Canadians in few cases possess, it is their
privilege, their duty, to give that Word to their
fellow-countrymen. Second,—when Protestauts
attempt to teach what they believe to be true,
even to Roman Catholics who will listen to them,
it is to be expected that they will be permitted to
do so in peace from this time forth.

4By Their Doctrinal tests are well for those

Fruits.””  who have knowledge to use them,
but when the Saviour was warning against false
teachers and wished to give a tes that all, even
the most simple, might understand and apply, He
said, ¢‘ By their fraits ye shall know them.”® The
test is still valid, and when R. C. missionaries
come and confuse men and women with specious
reasonings ’twere well to take Christ’s plan. And
in doing so, the fruits of either Romanism or Pro-
testantism are not to bejudged by afew individual
samples on either side, nor hy the results of either
one as modified by the other in mixed communi-
ties, but by the geveral results where either sys-
tem has had full and undisputed sway for a suffi-
cient time to produce its legitimate fruits.

Romeand Let Christ's own test be applied
Its Fruits. along four lines,—civil liberty, re-
igious liberty, education, and the Bible.

As to the first, the claim of Rome is that the
Pope is Go's vice-gerent on earth, that1alers and
ruled alike are subject to the Church of which he
is the head, and where that Church has had the
power $he has always enforced her claim by pains
and penalties. Protestantism, on the other hand,
has always been the champion of the fullest and
largest civil liberty. 1fhas ever aimed to make
freemen, not slaves.
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As to the second, in no land where Rome has
beon supreme has there been liberty for othersto
worship as they wished. Such liberty hus always
been won from her by struggle. The history of
religious freedom has been one loug conflict with
Rome. Protestantism demands and allows
tho fullest, freest exercise of the rights of con-
science.

As to education, the command of Rome, where
supreme, hes always been, ‘“ Do not think, but
obey.” Inlands where she has had longest and
completest sway, the ignorance is densest; while
Protestantism ever seeks to elevate man from an
unthinking machine to the highest exercise of the
reason God bas given. Rome educates, but not in
countries where she has absolute sway.

The Bible! Rome discourages it always, and
where she has the power, forbids it. Never inall
history, has Rome, where supreme, allowed the
free use of the Word of God. Protestantism is
builded upon that Word. It is God’s message to
man; the Father’s letters to His erring children,
asking them to come back to Him, and telling
them the way, and Protestantism s2eks to put
that Father message into the hands of all, and to
teach then: how to read it

More Calls Than There is the Century Fund,
Evor Before. the Patriotic Fund, and the
Red Cross Fund. The Indian Famine is calling
for help, Special callsand claims are thronging
thick. And they must be honored. It simply
means that Christ is allowing us a larger share
with Himself in self-denial for the sake of others,
and in some of the things the self-denial isa very
small part of what others are enduring for the
sake of their country. But let not the giving to
these mean less to the regular work fur which we
are responsible. Home and Foreign Mission work
cannot be lessened at will, because we have our
agents in the field, those who have gone to the
front to do our work. Let the reduction, if there
must be such, be in spending upon ourselves.

Two Never before have have so many re-

Coods. ports of the annual meetings of con-
gregations appeared in the weekly pressas of the
year just closed, and never have published re-
ports shown such general prosparity. Anunother
feature of the turning year is the large increas<e
in the fur coat brigade. Many a minister nhaving
a large field and long cold drives will do bis work
for the remainder of the winter with warmer
body and still warmer heart, enwrapped by such
token of the kindly regard of those for whose weal
he labors.
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Century Fund Samples of Century Fund Sav-

Banks. ings Banks have been sent to
all S. S. superintendents. The Committee enr-
nestly hopes that every child will have one. To
all schools that decide to use them as many will
be forwarded as desired, free of charge, carriage
to be puid by the receivers on delivery. Better
gtill, save the Fund by sending at the rate of
$2.50 per hundred, and this will pay cost and
cnrriage, While the money that a child may be
able to collect in its bank will be sent to the
Fand, the bank will be kept by the child asa
souvenir of the movement. The Committee is
aiming at an average of a dollar or more from each
bank, and hopes that many schools will reach an
average far above this. It is suggested that in
each school a Financial Seoretary be appointed, to
whom the banks should be returned every three
or six months.

Century Century Fund  subseription
Fund Books. books may be had from Rev. Dr.
Campbell, Perth, Ont, These books are in dapli-
cate ; one copy to be kept by the congregation as
a permanent record, the other, when the work is
completed, to be forwarded to the Church Offices
in Halifax and Toronto. The books are of two
gizes, for 250 and 500 names. In ordering, the
gize required should be stated. Congregations of
50 or 60 families and upwards should bave a book
of 500 names, for in many families each member
of the family, parents and children, will contrib-
ute, and will bave their names on the long, long
Century roll. Maby of our congregations consist
of two ormore sections ; it would be well to have
books for each, which will remain the property og
the section, among the Church Archives in th
years to come, while the books returned to the
Church Offices will remain a permanent Record
there. Let this Century roll be as complete, by
the voluntary will of the people, as was the forced
enrolment which led each Jewish family to its
ancestral city, when the Saviour Christ was born,

A NEW STEP IN PROHIBITION.

Prohibition isno new thing. It ison every
pago of the Statute Book. All civilized society
depends upon subordinating the liberties of the
individual to the general good. Prohibitions are
already numbered by the hundred in our laws.
Nenrly all human laws are prohibitions. They
meet at every turn the human selfishness which
would seek its own benefit regardless of others,
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and they say to it ¢ Thou shalt not.”’ Among the
moro primitive savage peoples, ench is for the
most part a law unto himself. But in proportion
a8 civilization makes progress, each one pays for
its advantages by yielding up somo of his individ-
ual rights to the good of the whole.

The question of prohibiting the traffic in intoxi-
cating liquors, i3 merely the question of whother
the libertios of the few who would like to make
money out of this traffic shall submit to the pub-
lic good, or whether that public good must suffer,
its bomes and hearts be made gad and many of its
lives ruined, in order that the love of gain on the
part of the few may be gratified. At one time
this question was nob thought of, but as primitive
conditions have been left behind, and civilization

" has made progress, and individual liberty has

been made to yield in larger measure to public
good, and that public good in which all alike
share has been thereby increased, the question of
prohibiting the liquor traffic has gained increas-
ing prominence and larger advocacy; and if
progress in the same direction continuesit is safe
to assume that the traffic will in due course be
plaged in the list of things prohibited.

Every such addition to the prohibited list is a
real gain to the community. It takes a question-
able good from the few by stopping their gains
from the traffic, and gives a real good to the
many, and hence prohibition becomes in the end
the highest, truest liberty, the liberty to do the
least evil and the greatest good.

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union of
Canada have decided to set to work for the pro-
hibition of another "evil, the cigarette, which is
doing so much harm among the boys of this gen-
eration. The increase in the cigarette habit
among boys during the past few years is appall-
ing. The women rightly judge that *‘the
only effective measures that will protect the
youth of our nation from the most degrading in-
fluences of the deadly cigarette, isto entirely
abolish its manufacture, sale, and importation,”?
and they ‘‘are preparing to petition the Domin-
ion Government for such legislation.”

Every well wisher of our country and its boys
and its future manhood, should do what he can to
help those women in their good work.

Let Klondike gold which aliens are carrying
from our country, be taxed to the full, but let
not our revenue be builded on the ruin of our
boys. Savage chieftians in the South Seas used
to bury men and women alive in the post-holes of
their houses. How much further advanced are
we if we build our country’s revenue upon the
wreck of our country’s hope ?
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THE CENTURY FUND,

Rogina has subscribed $§2,500 to tho Century
Fund,

Tho Country charge of Oro and Guthrie, Ont.,
will give §1000 to the Common Fund,

Stonewall, Manitoba, subscribes $1,700, of
which $700 for their own debt and $1,000 for the
Common Fund.

Gravenburs congregation, Barrie Pres., has
raised $1,700 for the Century Fund, of which
$1,500 is for the Common Fund.

Rev. A. MacGillivray, sub-agent in charge of
the Century Fund in Toronto Presbytery, reports
that the Presbytery will exceed the amount asked
from it.

Rev. R. G. MacBeth, of Winnipeg, has been
requested by the Central Committee to work for
a time in the Synod of Manitoba and N. W. for
the Century Fund, in connection with Presbyter-
ial Committee, and has begun his work.

St. Andrews, St. John, N. B., expects to raise
$6,000 for the Century Fund. The twocongrega-
tions of Chatham, N B., agree to raise $6,000, and
it is stated that about $6,000 is expected from
Charlottetown.

Century Fund Banks have been prapared for
the Children of the Church and will be sent on
application to the church officers, Toronto.
When ordering it would be well also to send at
the rate of $2.5% per hundred, which would pay
the cost and carriage of the Banks.

The Agent, Dr. Campbell, judging from the
hearty and sympathetic response all over the
Church, is confident that the aim of the Church,
in the amountof the Century Fund, will be realiz-
ed. May the higher mim, the greater result, in
stronger Christian life, be realized as well.

Fivo men in tha congronation of Tembroke.
Ont., are subscribing $3,000 to the Century Fund,
and the ladies are raising $1,000. Ten families
have undertaken to pay off the church debt in
connection with tho Century Fund, leaving the
gifts of the other two hundred families to go to
the Common Fund.

Dr. Campbell says that the half-way house is in
sight, and that the million will be raised and
more. To make the Common Fund, for the help of
all the great Schemer of the Church, one million
doliars would bo a worthy and a grand result. It
would give all our Mission Schemes a gaod work-

.
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ing balance and onable thom to do far more and
better work.

What Ido for the Contury Fund will bear fruit
in the different Mission Schemes of tho Church
after Iam gono. Through aid given to Home Mis-
sions, it will go on making Canada a better land.
Through Foreign Miesions, it will aid in the
world’s redomption, Thus may I influence the
world’s destiny to latest ages.

To put away debt and to keep it away, is the
one great object of the Century Fund, so far a8
the financial side of it i8 concerned. To put it
away from congregations by leading them to pay
off their debts ; and, by providing a working bal-
ance, to keep it away from the Mission Schemes
of the Church each summer before the congrega-
tional offerings come in at the close of the year.

‘¢ Over 160 congrogations have been visited and
organized. Everywhere our people have been
hearty and responsive. We raust have the work
at heart, and not stay our efforts till the last fam-
ily, the last member, the last adherent, has had
an opportunity to contribute. Very specially, we
must remember that we are seeking for thab
wi. his better than many millions—for showers
of spiritual blessing on our beloved Zion, for spir-
itual uplift to all our people. Already we have
token that the times of refreshing are at hand.
‘7&8 we work, let us pray, that this crowning re-
sult of the movement m&y come sure and soon.”’
Dr. Campbell, Agent.

Rev. A. MacGillivray, Century Convener in To-
ronto Presbytery, writes to the REcORD :—Toron-
to Presbytery, with its fifty-two pastoral charges,
has the work well in hand. The indications from
Ottawa are that the Dominion Capital will show
both the strength and liberality of its Presbyter-
ians. No one can afford to be out of line with
this ‘¢ forward movement’? of his Church, While
there may be room for differences of opinion as to
the detaila of the achema, all myust pgrae a2 tg the
genvrul vutline, 1o ts che Scheme of the whots
Church calmly and reverently adopted, after
thoughtful and exhaustive deliberation and sol-
emn prayer. To say, *‘I don't approve of the
Scheme,” would be giving an exaggerated pro-
minence t0 our own opinion, and assuming an at-
titude scarcely consistent with loyalty to the
Church, The Century Fund will indicate to our
children our gratitude to God for His mercies to
our land and Church during the century. and to
ourselves during our life-time. It will also ex-
press our trustand hope for the future. ‘¢ Hither-
to hath the Lord helped us.’?



1900 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 37

HOW WE MAY ASSIST THE SABBATH
SCHOOL.

By A PARENT.

First of all wo should examine ourselves as to
our appreciation of the duties that fathorhood
and motherhood involve, and weigh well whother
bringing up our children in ¢‘the nurture and
admonition of the Lord'’ is not ove of theso
duties.

Then we might examine our children as to the
results of religious training which they have re-
coived. A few simple questions on Bible history
or Biblodoctrine addressed to thom may reveal to
us a state of affnirs which will astonish and pain
us. We may find out that our children are grow-
ing up in what is practically complete ignorance
of the Bible and its tenchings.

We may then be led to examine our mothods of
religivus instruction, and tosee that thesemethods,
if we have mothods at all, are not suflicient for
the purpose intended. We mny discover that it
is not sufficient to take or send our children
occasionally to church, or to send them more or
less regularly to Sabbath School.  What shall we
then, as conscientious parents, do to incrense the
efficiency of the present means of the most impor-
tant kind of training ?

Wo shall be members of some branch of the
Church, attend its serviees regularly, and join in
its worship devoutly. As svon as our little ones
can toddle there, we ehall take them to church
with us. Ata very early age children appreciate
this privilege, and can be taught much as to the
gigmicance of God's ordinances,

Weshall bugin very early to instil into the
young ninds and hearts committed to our keop-
ing Biblo stories and Bible truths; and once
begun, we shall continue Biblical instruction in
some form as long as our children remain under
the parental roof. We shall teach our children to
pray,to love God and to keep his commandments,
We shall do our usmost by precept and example,
to induce them to become humble followers of
Jesus. Wa shall bave vegnlar family worehip
twice o day,and try to make its exercises edifying
even to the younger wmembere of the family,
joining instruction to devotion. We shall arrange
for a special home hour on the Sabbath for such
purposes as reading and explanation of the Word
of God, reciting passages from it, drilling on the
Shorter Catechism, and uniting in spiritual songs,
An important place should be given to the study
of the Szbbath School lesson together.

To give our most practical ai@ to Sabbath
School we should attend it as regularly as we do
the Church, if not 28 officers or teachers, then as
scholars, Every Sahbath School should have its
adult classes where in groups of two or three or a
dozen the *Children of alarger growth’ may have
converse concorning the things of the Kingdom.

How inspiring such conference is { It would bo
betteor for us to absent ourselves from one of the
preoching services of the church, than not to
attend tho Bible-study service. " Excellent as
gormons aro in their place thero is often moro
roal stimulus in a quiet talk with a fow frionds
over a passage of Scripture, than in the passive,
sometimes lazy, absorption of a well-prepared
discourse,

At a very early ago our childron will be eager
to go to Sabbuth School with us, and no coaxing
will be required o keep them in regular attend-
dance till grown up. When fathers attend in
considerable numbers there will be no difficulty
in retaining hold of the older boys. How much
help we can thus give in solving one of the mosb
perplexing problems of Sabbath School work !

Finding out by experience tho advantage of
the best equipment for the Sabbath Scheol, we
shall contributo liberally t. its funds, Weo shall
inculcate the spirit of reverence in our children,
and our very presence with them will do away
with all difficulties in management to a great
degree. Iiwe but lead the way they will be
orderly and attentive, they will attend regularly
and punctually, they will be enthusiastic in the
most fascinating, the mogt profitable of all studies.

Some may ask : How are we to find time for
all this? It is uot a question of fime, but one of
inferest. We can always find time for the things
we consider the raost important, and thisisa
matier of supreme i portance. Fifteenortwenty
minutes aday, witli an hoaron Sunday, can surely
be arranged for. Just before or after the morning
and the evoning meal will, in many homes, be the
most suituble time for the daily devotions;
Sabbath morning, or afternaon, or evening, accord-
ing to circustances, for the quiet hour. We
shall have tc sacrifice a Iittle ease ; we ghall have
to deny ourselves some pleasures ; but what would
we not give up when the eternal welfare of our
boys and girls is at stake? Leb us rice a little
earlier every day ; let us forego our Sunday nap;
let us spend less timeover the frivolites of fashion
and the inanices of the newspaper and the naval;
luo us puy less attention to some other engage-
ments and pursuits.

Others will plead luck of ability. The Lord
does not expect us to do what we cannot do, we
may be sure of that; butare we quite sure we
cannot do, or at least attempt to do in humble re-
liance upon divine help, what has been suggested
above? If weluve only oue talent, are we using
it to the best advantage, crare we hiding it in
the ground ? Alas! alas! too often we deceive
ourselves : what we really lack is not the ability
but the will. Galt, Ont.

“ The parent who fails to develope in his child
a fondness for good books and religious papers, is
lu;aking one of the most serious mistakes in his
ife.”?
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CHURCH NOTES AND NOTICES.

There are 60,000 foreigners, or 20 per cent. of
the total population, in Manitoba now.

Ton families in an outlying station of the con-

grogation of Virdon, Man., have subscribod $1000
for & now church.

Rev. Wm., Patrick, D.D., of Dundee, Scotland,
has accepted the Principalship of Manitoba Col-
lege, so worthily held by the late Dr. King,

Kingston Presbytery has seventeen mission
flelds with forty-six preaching stations, the ficlds
ranging all the way from one to six stations each.

The silver wedding of College St. Church, To-
ronto, and its pastor, Rev. A. Gilray, was cele-
brated with glad thankfulness in tho firsb weok of
the New Year.

‘When the Presbytery of North Bay was organ-
ized, a yenr ago, it consisted of three self-sustain-
ing congregations, $wo augmented congregations,
and twenty-six Home Mission Fields.

The heavy burdens which Rev. A. Robertson
has borne 5o successfully, of sole Presbyterian
pastor in St, Johns, Newfoundland, is to be
shared by Rev. A. W, Lowis,

Rev. J. G, Shearer, of Erskine Church, Hamil-
ton, has been appointed field secrstary of the On-
tario Lord’s Day Alliance, and has resigned his
charge to devote himeself to that end. The Sab-
bath is one of the bulwarks of Christianity, and
in our day, more than ever before, requires con-
stant and watchful guard.

Presbyterianism in Westmount, Montreal, is
about to lengthen its cords by a division of the
present congregation of Melville Church, At a
recent meeting the congregation voted nem. con.
in faver of such a proposal. May the stakes be
strengthened.

Dr. Warden writes,—* The late Mr. Daniel
McDougall, of Ormstown, Que., left $1,000, to be
applied to the work of the Church. The members
of the family have paid over this sum, as follows:
Home Missions, $200 ; Foreign Missions, $700 ;
French Evangelization, $100.

‘Whitby Presbytery has no mission station with-
in its bounds and but one Augmented Congrega.
tion. When the whole Church attains that posi-
tion what a grand rally there should be for For-
eign Missions., Meantimeone of the best waysto
deepen interest in Foreign Missions is to do more
for Home, and vice versa. As aruale they stand
or fall together.
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Capo Breton is feeling the throb of a new life in
tho establishment of new industries. But with
the incoming of that new life will come much that
will not bo holpful to the highest and bestinter-
ests of the island., Greater activity will be neces-
sary, in order that the hitherto high meral and re-
ligious life may be maintained. Added responsi-
bllity will rest upon all who can in any way
farther that moral and religious life, Otherwise
the changed conditions will prove an evil rather
than a good, as material prosperity without God
always does.

Loyal On NowYear’s Day, the Prosbyte-

rian 8.8. Association, Montreal, gath-

Youth. . -

ors a8 many as it can of its necarly
7,000 scholars in a contral church. Thescene, as
some twenty-five immanse carryalls—many of
them with four horses—besides smaller sleighs,
gather one by one with their packed and eager
throngs ; the picture within, between two and
three thousand children, ranged with banners in
their allotted places, while brief address and song
and prayer fill up the time ; and the dismission,
as with tho din of their Xmas tin horns the happy
youngsters seek thoir waiting sleighs for a shorb
drive, cannot soon be forgotten. This year the
exercises had quite a patriotic flavor, and the
littlo folk could scarce find fitting voice for their
feelings as, to the waving of multitudes of minia-
ture flags, they sang *‘ God Save the Queen” and
¢¢The Maple Leaf Forever.” The young should
be trained in loyalty to their country and their
God.

From the Foothills,

A far West veteran sends the following to the
RECORD. It issmall in hulk but big with mean-
ing aund lesson :--‘¢ The Presbytery of Edmonton
has in all its bounds seventeen ministers and mis-
sionaries. Ten of these ara ordained men, six are
students, and one a catechist. There is one self-
supporting charge, two augmented charges and
fourteen missions. Twelve years ago there was
just one missionary and two church buildings in
all this territory. To-day there are scventeen
men, nineteen churches, and five manses, We
have two missionaries working among the Scandi-
navian setilers and one among the Germans.
Without doubt the next ten years will see even a
far greater development in settlement, and we
hope also in Church life and work. But for the
latter we need the proper men and means,
‘¢ Stickit Ministe:s’? may do for the foundation
of a fairly good story, but it is weary wasteof
time and means to put them in as the foundation
builders of a congregation.”
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CALIS,

From Stl;nbnno, eto,, to Mr. I, McLaren, Ball-
wood.

From Fernio, Kootenay Pres., to Mr. J. Gordon.

From Bridgeburg and Fort Erie, to Mr. P, I,
Sinclnir, of Toronto.

From St. Androw’s, Glencoo, to Mr. Jas. Wilson,
of Ningara Falls,

From Earltown, to bMr. Robort Murray.

From St. Androw's, Hemmingford, to Mr. Millar,

From Dundas to Mr, N, Lindeay, of Lobo and
Caradoc.

INDUCTIONS,

Into Lyn, Mallorytown, ote., -+ Jan., Mr. Daly.

Into St. Matthew’s, Montroual, 4 Jan., Mr. E, A,
McKenzio,

Into Hospelor, Jan. 4, Mr. R, Pogue.

Into Queenston, St. Ch., St. Catharines, Jan, 4,
Mr, J. L. Murray.

Into St.Davids, Ont. Dee.28, My, T.R. Robinson,

Into Grand Mére, Jan. 3, Mr. A, D. Reid, O.M.

Into Elva, Jan. 10, Mr. Omand,

Into Strathelair, 12 Dee., Mr, D. Sutherland.

Into Campbellford, 18 Jan., Mr. R. C. Reeves.

Into Port Elgin, 18 Jan., Mr, A. Mahafly.

Into Kx}\lox Ch., Elorg, Jan. 3, Mr. W. R. McIn-
tosh,

Into St. Andrew’s, Shakespearo, Mr. H, Cowan.

Into Bristol, 11 Jan. Mr. J. D. Morrison.

RESIGNATIONS,

Of Keady, Mr. J. Burnett.

Of Cookstown, Mr. G. B. Greig.

Of Erskine Ch., Humilton, Mr. J. G. Shearer.
Of Neepawa, Mr. R. Paterson,

Of Wawanesa, Mr. A. Currio.

Of Great Village, Mr. Jas, MacLean.

Of Walton, Mr. D. Forrest.

OBITUARIES.

Rev. Mark Turnbull, formerly minister of Des
Joachims and Alice, died recently at his home,
Victoria Harbor, B.C., in his seveaty-fourth year.
Further particulars have not been received.

Rev. James Tait died at his home in Montreal,
22 Dec., aged seventy years. Mr. Tait was born
in Scotland in 1829, and studied in Knox College,
Toronto. Since 1884 he has lived in Montreal
and devoted himself to literature.

Faith is less an act than a habit of life. The
possession of it does more than affect our conduce
in & single trouble; it alters our attitude towards
all the tribulations that may come to us.

Animal resistance is, no doubt, common; but
the pure article, courage with conduct, self-pos-
session at the cannon’s mouth, cheeriulness in
lonely adherence to the right, is the endowment
of elevated characters.—}merson.

THE PRESBYTERIAx RECORD, CHILDHOOD. 39

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Synod of the Maritime Provinces.

1. Sydnoy.

2. Inverness, Whyco, 20 Feb., 10 a.m,

3. P. E, Island, Chuarlottctown, 6 March.

4, Pictou, Now Glusgow, 6 March, 1.30 p.m.

5. Wallaco, Oxford, 6 Fob.

6. Truro, Truro, 14th March, 11 a.m.

7. Halifax, Halifax, 6th Feb., 10 a.m. .
8. Lunenburg, Now Dublin, 6 March, 1.30 p.m.
9. St. John.

0. Miramichi, Bathurst, 27 March.

Synod of Nontreal and Ottawa.

11. Quebeo, Que., 13 March.

12. Montreal, Mont., Knox, 13 March,

13. Glengarry, Cornwall, St, J.,13 March,10 a.m.
14. Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 6 Feb., 10 a,m.

15. Lanark & Ren.

18. Brockville, Sponcerville, 26 Feb,, 7.30 p.m.

Synod of Torenlo and Kingston.

17. Kingston, Cooke’s Ch., 13 March, 2 p.m.
18. Poterboro, Port Hope, 13 March, 2 p. m,
19. Whitby,Oshawa, 17 April, 10 a.m.

20, Lindsuy, Woodville, 20 March, 11 a.m.

21. Toronto, Toronto, Knox, 1st Tues. ev. mo.
22. Orangeville.

23. Barrie, Barrie, 6th March, 10 a.m.

24, Algoma, Chelmeford, 14th March, 7.30 p.m.
25. North Bay, 15 March, Burk’s Falls,

28. Owen Sound, 13 March.

27. Saugeen, Palmerston, 13 March, 10 a.m.
23, Guelph, Elora, 19 March, 1 p.m,

Synod of Ifamilton and London.

29, Hamilton, Ham, 20 March, 9.30 a, m.

30. Paris, Ingersoll, 13 March, 11 a.m.

London, London, First Ch., 13 March, 10.30,
32. Chatham, Windsor, 13 March, 10,

33. Stratford, Stratford, 13 March, 10 a.m.

34, Huron, Clinton, 13 Match 10.30 a.m.

85. Maitland, Wingham, 6 March, 10 a.m,

36. Bruce, Paisley, 13 March, 10 a.m.,

37. Sarnia, Sarnia, St. A., 12 March, 8 p.m.

Synod of Manitobe and the North- West.

38. Superior, Port Arthur, 1st week March.

39. Winnipeg, Man., Col., 2nd Tues. Mar, bi-mo,
40. Rock Lake, Crystal City, 6 March,

41, Glenboro, Carmen, 13 March.

42, Portage, Gladstone, 6 March, 3 p.m.

43, Brandon, Brandon, 6 March.

44, Minnedosa, Minnedosa, 6 March.

45. Melita, Melita, 1st weck March.

46. Regina, Regina, 6 March, 9 a.m.

Synod of British Columbia.

47. Calgary, Lethbridge, near 1st March.

48, Edmonton, S. Edmon., 6 March, 10 a.m.

49. Kamloo_3, Vernon, 7 March, 10 a.m,

50. Kootenay, Greenwood, near 1st Tues. March,
51. Westminster, Vancouver, 5 March, 3 p.m.
52, Victoria, Vict., St. P., 27 Feb., 10 a.m.
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Our Foretgn Missions

“ A dollar's worth of lumbor, but several dol-
lars’ worth of pecling off my hands,” is Dr. Mon-
zies’ gratoful estimate of the damago done by a
fire which broke out in tho carpentor’s corner of
tho mission premisns at Chang Te Fu, oendanger-
ing both premises and life.

Tho Indians at Okanaso are getting out of the
dependent stage. They want a new church and
aro going to get out logs for it this winter. They
algo inform the W.F.M.S. that henceforth they
will provide their own clothing for adults. On a
recent Sabbath their missionary was ill and they
conducted their own service.

“The steamer brought us sad news, this trip,
from the South of the Group. Mr, Frank Paton,
on Tanna, had been shot at twico by a heathen.
He was not killed, but tho second shot at four
yards distance killed ono of Mr. Paton’s best
Christian workers. The poor fellow did not die
at once, but lingered in great pain till next day.”
—Mrs. Annand,

Our Foreign On another page isa list of our

Fields. Foreign Missionaries and their
addresses. But they are not all named. The
wives of the missionaries, a grand unpaid host, are
understood, but as is often the case with ““silent
partners,” their influence and work is active and
powerful. From that list it will be seen that our
Church is working in seven centres, a perfect
number. Four of these fields, New Hebrides,
Trinidad, Demeram, and Korea, are wrought by
the Eastern Section, and three, India, China, and
Formosa, by the Wertern Section.

Rev. J. Frazer Itis with deep sorrow on his

Smith. M.D. own part, and on the part of the
Church as well, that Rev.J. Frazer Smith, M.D.,
has been compelled to give up the work in India.
Afterrallying somewhat from sore iliness, he is on
his way home. One of our pioneers in Honan,
his memory will be evergreen amoung the first gen-
eration of converts where he healed and taught.
The stoppage of a vein that lamed and almost
completely disabled him compelled his retura.
The physicians afterwards permitted him to go to
India for work in Mhow, that required less active
exertion. But this he has been compelled to re-
linquish. One of pature’s grand characters, he
was fitted to do grand work in the Foreign Field.
He bas done it, but the time has been shortened.
May native air and strong constitution triumph,
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and miny years of work, of the Master’s ohoice, bo
for him yet in store.

Progress at Rev. W. H. Grant and four
Chang Te Fu. nativs Ohristians from Hsin
Chen, attended the opening of the new ohapel re-
cently at Chang Te Fu. They were specially
pleased with the Christian spirit shownamong the
one hundred and twenty or more Church membeors
and adherents present at the opening. Espeocially
commendable is their zeal and earnestness in
preaching the Gospel, not only in their own
homes, but in the surrounding villages. Itis most
encouraging to see their fearless eagerness to
preach the Word in the very distriots where they
receive the bitterest persecution. Foremostamong
them all, both in giving of his means and in per-
sonal work, is a man named Li, who also supports
three wives.

C.E. In New “ The special evangelistic work

Hebrides.  isbeing pushed with inoreasing
vigor. Moro than twenty of cur yoang men now
take part in these meetings. This company is a
real Christian Endeavor Saciety without the for-
mal pledge. They have, however, mutually pledg-
ed themselves not to allow any threats of the
heathen to turn them aside from their works of
love. The two nearest villages on Santo, Naus,
and Naone, are now included with Tangoa in the
special efforts. Every Wednesday evening, as well
a8 twice on Sabbath, these people are visited. All
in the villages are hunted up and brought to the
services. I'our more, in part at least, as a result
of these labors, have joined she Christian party
this month 2°—Dr. Annand.

Mrs, Annand, writing to Miss
Kerr, <.« Galt, of the work on Santo
says:--*‘Our studentsare all well, and working
away; our faithful Lifu man, ‘“Jimmie,” is doing
good work here. He is getting them in by twos
and threes every week. He is often up nearly all
night, working with some poor soul. The people
ask him why he does not go and sleep and leave
them alone, and he tells them that ¢ he will be
able to go to sleep well when they join the Chris-
tian party.’ He gives thém no rest. A number
of the students assist Jimmie, and it is fine train-
ing for them. It would be so good if he is spared
to see all these people brought to the Saviour, It
bas been such a long waiting time, but God bids
us wait His time, and in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not.?’

SRS <

4 Jimmie”
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My Nelghbor Theinterpretation putupon it by

as Mysoit?  thoe Chineso in Honan is seen in
the following from Dr, Malcolm :—* Whewo has
tho old dog gone that used to lie on the path here
day by day 2" ¢* Oh, he died and we threw him
into the river.”” ‘* But, don’t you drink the river
water "’ “ Yes, but not that water; why that
water lins gone down the stream long ago.” An-
other of the same:—A band of villagers, arnied
with sticks and staves, when asked if they had
been able to kill the mad dog they were nfter, ex-
ultantly replied :~—** No, bu$ we managed to chase
him into the next village.”

An Armed  There isa good deal of alarm
Constabuiary. aroundherejust nowonaccount
of robbers, writes Dr. McClure from Chin Wang ;
and our enterprising Town Council have lately
armed the constabulary with guns and cast-off
military coats. Iour of these brand-pew police
were led out to-day to the pit west of our com-
pound, accompanied by astandard-bearer sud two
spearmen ; the latter, I suppose, to protect the
riflemen.

They were out for practice with blank cart-
ridges, They seemed to form a rirg, and each
man as he came opposite the target bad to * pre-
sent arms?’ and fire off his powder. He then
passed on in a circle to an attendant who held the
ammunition, and who helped him to reload.
Division of labor, as you see, is down to a fine
paint here.

I was told that t1 - men were very nervous, and
geared of the new (?) fangled weapon. Theirlimbs
trembled, and they took precantion to shut their
eyes and dodge when they pulled the trigger.

Once or twice a gun went off up in the air be-
fore it was brought down to the ¢‘present.” So
it is perbaps just as well for the rest of the citi-
zens that their first practice was with blank cart-
ridges.

GREAT UNREST IN CHINA.
BY DK, MALCOLM.

North Honan is at present in a state of grea.
unrest.  Since the third year of the present Em-
peror, Kwang Hsu (twenty-two years ago) there
has not been such an unpromising condition of
things.

The past summer’s crops have been almost a
total failure, The people were hoping for the
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usual wot geason, and a good fall crop of voge-
tubles, neither of which has materinlized. Tho
river has nover beon so low in the history of the
mission. Farmors dare not sow the littlo grain
thoy liave whilo tho ground is so dry, and it is
very ovident that ore long tho supply will bo far
shorb of the domund.

Evon now, grain and tho like, brought to the
muarket, is simply gobbled up at double and
treble tho usual prices. The export of grain is
officinlly prohibited, and where officials cannot
prohibit, the villagers along the river themsolves
soizo the grainboats.

In many places the wildest rumors and theo
groatest oxcitemen$ prevail. Men bringing grain
or vegetables to market, are seized with frenzy,
and throwing down their burdens, they run for
their lives. Others cffer to sell all they possess
for & mere pittance, and in terror of rebellion or
something worse, take to flight on horseback.

The foreigner, as usual, comes in for a large
share of the current evil stories. The commonest
just now, and most generally believed, are to the
offect that the missionaries have agonts going
about poisoning wells,

This is even more flrmly believed around Chang
Te Fu and Ch’u Wang than here, and secms to be
affecting considerably our mitsion work, but es-
pecially our medical work, so that while at this
station, the daily hospital treatments average
about thirty, at Chang Te Fu, the attendance has
dwindled to aboub five or six per day.

In many places, wells are watched day and
night, while others are covered and locked. There
is much cholera about, and no doubt this has
something to do with the stories about the bad
well-water.

Nor is the drought and straightened condition
of the people confined to this province alone, for
much tho same sad tale may he told of all North
China, and we learn that much anxiety is at pres-
ent felt at Peking.

The slaughter of animals has been prohibited
for a time to propitiate the anger of the rain gods,
and since the three days’ service of prayer in the
shrine of the Temple of Heaven, ordered by the
Viceroy, has failed to bring rain, the governor
of the Imperial Prefecture has been sent, asa last
resource, to fetch the famous iron tablet from a
deep well in the Dragon King Temple, only afew
miles to the East of us,

It is sad to contemplate that the season is al-
ready too late for rain, so that this wintera large
proportion of the people must certainly die of
starvation.
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OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARY CHART, 1900.
1. THE NEW HEBRIDES MISSION, BEGUN 1848,

Rev.J. W. Mackenzie.......ceeen drrived...... 1872 c0veeseeeeee Station...... Ecromanga...........New Hebrides
“ H. A. ROBErt8oN.ceceares  erve arverinnnnnn 18720 ievecesnenns vesrorerronnnne- EIALE cevuveriirennnnns e
¢ Joseph Annand, D. D ... cevnerininniaas 1873ccieees cevenen cresenens ....'I‘:mgou, Santo...... “

II. THE TRINIDAD MISSION, BEGUN 1868.

Rev.John Morton, D. D............ cereeeeeedBO8 cieniiiiiiiennnnnnanes Tunapuna .. ......... Trinidad
¢ Kenneth J. Grant, D. D... cavoeeansl8T0uicencs ceveecternvennacann.San Fernando...... “
¢ TWilliam Macrae...ceeeeecercencaneee creeseeeslB8B ciiciiaiciaennes cererssecers Princestowna.... .. (L
“  Alfred W. Thompson ... T £11 1 KOOI COUVA vevveverniens oon e
¢ Simon A. Fraser.....eceee... srcoressescecares 18030uiecncnns csesracsessancase...San Fernando ... «

Miss Annie L. M. Blackadder... 1876.cuuverersenes .. ¢
¢ Luoy Fisher..... 1890.... ‘“
*¢ C, Sinclair....... esssesannisseacses sernenen e 1894 e
¢ A.J. Archibald..cccceeeecertennenns 1896 “

II1. THE FORMOSA MISSION, BEGUN 1871

Rev.Geo. L. Mackay, D. D.ccvererecacaencaraes 1871 cieecinicniienins cevennen on Tamsoi..ceeenens ve...Formosa

“ William Gauld ....... 18921 ccecrencrsrenceieies cecnns e “
IV. THE CENTRAL INDIA MISSION, BEGUN 1876.

Rev.J. Fraser Campbell, D. D.ccccroerree... 1876 ...Central Indis
¢« Jobn Wilkie. 1879 «t
¢ A, P. Ledingham........oc... eaneens 1895. “

M1ss’\[anon Oliver, M. D 1886 “

J. V. Sinclair ...1889 6
st Janet White. 1893 «
8¢ JesSie GIier.eeresserserccscasanaans 1893 ¢
¢ Bella Ptolemy 18985 «
¢ i’gchel Chase.....eeeeeeeee o sennsees veseess 1895 t
¢ Harriet Thompson..cceceeeeas . T

Rev. W 1. A. Wilson..... «
¢ J. 2. Taylor........ o

Miss Margaret MceKellar, M. D... «
< Agnes Turnbull, M. D.- .... . . 6
6¢ Jessie Duean.cececescesscsesssaaccssescnnes LE02.ceeerenianencens cvesnesnonns ¢
¢ Catherine Campbeli..cccceecenvann. 1894... T cvereeeinn. ce

Rev. Jobn Buchanan, M.D....cecceccercenease . «w
¢ Norman H. Russell t«

MissJean M. Leyden «veveeeccceniaccecsiencene «
‘¢ Bessie Goodfellow @

Rev. Frank H. Russell ..eecee oaee «

Miss Margaret O’Hara, M. D...... “

Mr. C. R.Wonds, BL.D ..cceeueecene vressersaes o
¢ Alex. Nugent, M. D...eeees i

13

Miss Margaret Jamieson
€«

% Jessie Weir

Rev.J. B. Cropper.cieeeecesenccssecenerneecsoseees Demerara
€ Gen, ROSSieecereserom cosee o 0

Mr. Wm. McClure, M.Duceeevincnnns cenneenen
Rev. Murdoch McKenzie ..coe ceeeeee

Miss Margaret I. McIntosh
¢ Jennie I. Dow, M.D......
Mr. Percy C. Leslie, M. D.. ......c vesesasennn 1897
Rev. Jonathan GOFOrth..e.eseeesessessescs teeeees 1888 i iiniennnnes renens
¢ James Menzies, M. D. ...1895 )
MissMina A, Pyke .......... 1896..... verane «
Rev. I. McGilliviay, B.D..cccvee. eessarnovarases 1888.uureeeniasenranen s - ¢
¢ John Griffith ...... 1897 cereesereaae i
MissMargaret S. Wallace, M.Dowveeeeevaninnes 1898 «
Rev. T. C. Hood...ccvemereianacee seevesnane corsens 1599 <t
Mr. Wm. Malcolm, M.D. . 1892 <
Rev. W. tarvey Grant 1892... «
¢« J. A. Simomon...... 1895 «
£¢

¢ R. A. Mitchell 1895

— - c———
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VIIL.

¢ Robert Grierson, M. D....
*¢ Duncan MCRIE cooes vevesuvcsesnoreanes
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MISSION TO KOREA, BEGUN 1893,

New Church at Rev. W. R. Foocte, our mis-
Wonsan, Korea. sionary in Wonsan, Xorea
writes of the new church at that station, which is
nearing completion :—** It was quite an undertuk-
ing for so small a congregation. In the sultry
heat and beating rains of midsummer the men
went to the mountains, thirty miles distant, and
cut the timber. While the streams were high, it
was floated down to the seashore, from whence it
was brought by boat to Wonsan. The floor is of
wood, the walls of wood and plaster, and the roof
of iron. The main room has seating capacity for
five hundred persons. There are two school
rooms, ono for boys and one for girls, a study for
Mrs. Foote and one for myself.

¢¢ I cannot speak too highly of the zeal and de-
votion of this little flock. Men, women and chil-
dren have given of their means and labor to erect
a sanctuary where they may worship the only true
God, of whom they have so Intely learned. Every
stone and timber representsa sacrifice. One man
who lives one hundred miles from here collected
ten dollars among his friends and walked that
distance to present his offering.”

New Testament Rev. H. A. Robertson, our
for Erromanga. twenty-eight-years mission-
ary in Erromanga, writes from Sydney, N.S.W.,
6 Dec.:—*“ My special object—and surely it is of
itself beyond all others of the deepest interest and
importance to the Erromangan mission—in com-
jug to Sydney at this time was to complete the
translation of the New Testemea$ iato Erroman-
gan, correct and transcribe i%, and superintend
the printing of it myself. Too long has this work
been delayed, and but for my overwhelming and
multifarious other duties the Erromangans would
have had the complete N. T. years ago. They
have the four gospels and the acts of the apostles
nine years ago, and have had school books and
bymn books and Genesis for years, but I regard
now the giving them the entire New Testament,
in their own tongue, as far away out of sight the
greatest and grandest work I can do for them and
the mission, and no other work, not even preach-
ing to them and daily teaching them, must pre-
vent me doing i,
I am now in correspondence with the B. &
F. B. Society about the printing and binding.’*

Chinese in There were two large gatherings

Canada  of Chinese Sabbath Schools in
Montreal during the holiday season, one in Knox
Church and one in 8t. Giles. The former com-
memorated the adveut of the Chinese into Monb-
real some fifteen years ago, and beginningsof the
work for them ; also the fifth year of the success-
ful extension of the work under Dr. Thompson,
The various denominations were represented and
there were some three hundred Chinese in the
crowded lecture ball. The Venerable Dr. Ward-
rope, bearing lightly his more than four-score
years, who bad a few days previously baptized
three of the Chinese in this same Church, again
addressed them in his own tenderand touching
way ‘The second gathering was at St. Giles
Church apd wasequally successful. In the neat
yellow programme of the first meeting, the cele-
brated W C. Burns, one of the apostles to China,
had a leading place. In that of the second was
the great wall of China, built 214 B.C., but now
about to be pulled down, to stay the course of the
great water dragon of the Yellow River, whose
periodioc wanderings are so disastrous,

LETTER FROM TRINIDAD.

TACARIGUA, 26 Dec., ’99.
Dear Mr. Scotb :

We all think of home and frie~7s more at this
time than at any other, so wesend y+u best wishes
for the year. We have had a very happy and a
very quiet Christmas. Iremainedat home. We
had a warm day, and some apples from Picton
County. To-day I retreated to the school-house
to write, but old friends found me there. Lads
who used to be at school came in for a chat. One
tall, big fellow hopes to go to the war in Africa,
if men are sent from Trinidad. All feel deeply
interested in this sad war; so many have friends
and relations there, in the troops from India.

‘Well, I have just had to complain to a father
and mother of a very disorderly girl. Youngpeo-
plebave a hard time to grow good and pure here.
The wretched rooms, thehorrid barrack yards, all
help to keep them down in sin and misery. The
shameless language one hears on the public strest
is really past all belief to home people. All have
promised to do better, and I hope they will.

A. L. M. BLACEADDER,
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Wide @orld Work.

A unique bait for the fishing of men in Cheefoo,
China, i3 the Museum bolding all manner of curi-
osities given or loaned by different miesionaries—
stuffed birds, animals, fish, shells, anything—
which the people are delighted to come ana see.
They first hear the Gospel story, then go through
the Museum, and finally rececive & tract on leav-
ing. Two or three hundied come daily. There is
also an attractive reading-room, where the more
earnest ones linger and often inquire for the
Truth.

According to the ¢ Jewish Year-Book,” there
are over 130,000 Jews in the British Isles. There
is said to be no profession, trade, orfield of intel-
lectual activity, in which the members of this re-
markable race are not to be found. The political
freedom and gocial rights unstintedly accorded to
the citizens of the United Xingdom have induced
large numbers to rush into the country as the
veritable home of liberty.

It has been stated recently that in the early
part of this century, Wilberforce, in the British
House of Commons, in alluding to the Church
Missionary Society, suggested that the day might
come when that society would receive an income
of £10,000 a year. The suggestion was met with
shouts of derisive laughter.

Rev. Mr. Brooks, of the Church Missionary
Society, stationed at Ping-Yin, in the Province
of Shan-Tung, was captured in that vicinity and
murdered on Dec. 3, by members of a seditious
society called ¢* Boxers,” who have been active
lately, destroying many villages and killing na-
tive Christians.

The Moravian states that when the Moravian
missionaries in German Eust Africa recently real-
jzed that need of retrenchment might compel
their recall, they sent a formal declaration that
rather than leave the ficld, they would continue
%o labor on, depending wholly on their own re-
sources.

Twenty-seven priests in Austria have signified
their desire to withdraw from the Roman Catholic
Church, if they cun secure vlaces in the reformed
¢t 0ld Catholic” Churck. But the government
refuses to recognize and support the latter move-
ment a8 a religious body.

The General Committee of the National Coun-
cil of tho Evangelical Free Churches of Britain
have now completed the programme of the annual
meetings to be held at Sheffield, in March. A
1arge attendance is expected.

FEBRUARY

KIPLING ON MISSIONS.

Do you know what life at a mission outposb
roeans? Try to imagine a loneliness exceeding
that of the smallest station to which tho govern-
ment has sent you—isolation that weighs upon
the waking eyelids, and drives you perforce head.
long into the labors of tho day. There is no post,
there is no one of your own color to speak to,
there are no roads, there is indeed food to keep
you alive, but it is not pleasant to eat, and what-
ever of good or beauty or interest there 18 1 your
life must come from yourself and the grace that
may be planted in you.

In the morning, with the patter of soft feet, the
converts, the doubters, and the open scoffers,
troop up to the veranda. You must be infinitely
kind and patient, and, above all, clear sighted,
for you deal with the simplicity of childhood, the
experience of man,and the subtility of the savage.
Your congregation have & hundred material wants
to be considered, and it is for you, as you believe
in your personal responsibility to your Maker, to
pick out of the clamoring crowd any grain of
spirituality that may lie therein.

If to the cure of soulsyou add that of bodies,
your task will be all the more difficult, for the
sick and the maimed will profess any and every
creed for the sake of healing, and will laugh ab
you because yon are simple enough to believe
them.

As the day wears and the impetus of the morn-
ing dies away, there will come upon you an over-
whelming senre of the uselessness of your toil.
This must be striven against, and the only spur in
your side will be the belief that you are playing
against the devil for the living soul. It is a great,
a joyous belief ; but he who can hold it unwaver-
ing for four and twenty consecutive hours, musb
be blessed with an abundantly strong physique
end equal nerve.

Agk the gray heads of the Bannockburn Medi-
cal Crusade what manner of life their preachers
lead ; speak to the Raoine Gospel Agency, those
Americans whoso boast is that they go where no
Englishman dare follow ; get a pastor of the
Tubigen Mission to talk of his éxperience—if you
can. You will be referred to the printed reports,
but these contain no mention of the men who
have lost youth and health—all th ta mun may
lose, except faith, in the wilds ; of English meaid-
ens who have goune forth, and died in the fever-
stricken jungles of the Panth Hills, knowing from
the first that death was almost a certainty. The
reports are silont here, because heroiem, failure,
doubt, despair and self abnegation on the part of
a mere cultured white man are things of no
weight, as compared to the saving of one half-
human soul from a fantastic faith in wood apirits,
goblins of the rocksand river fiends* — From **The
Judgment of Dungara,’® Primilive Catkolic.
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NO AID FOR TOBACCO USERS.

Among the liberal bequests of the late Dr. Rob-
ert C. Billings, of Boston, was one of $50,000 to
the Institute of Technology for the assistance of
students who do not use liquor or tobacco.

—_—

“ THE ROYAL NATIONAL MISSION”
TO DEEP SEA FISHERMEN.

This is a grand kind of Imperial Federation,
binding the British fishing coast and our own
Labiador. Its growth has been rapid. In 1881
thesecretary of the Thames Church Mission, after
a visit to one of the trawling fleets, brought be-
fore the public the awful state of spiritmal and
medical destitution existing smong the fishermen
of the North Sea. Work was began, but was soon
foand to be beyond the meansand the scope of the
Thames Church Mission, and an unsectarian mis-
sion was formed, whose operations have within
the last few years extended to Labrador. In 1897,
the work having so widely extended and so well
proved its value, the Queen, who was already a
patron, granted the right to prefix the words
‘* Royal National 7’ to its name. .

It began with one vessel, without a doctor, in
one fleet. It now owns fifteen vessels, employs
six doctors, sends ont in the summer months, the
only time that special services can beheld, clergy-
men and laymen of all denominations, besides
carrying on active work at six fishing ports.

* Last year the medical and surgical treatments
were 11,085 in the North Sea, and 2,435 in Labra-
dor. The missionary visits paid were 16,411,and
3,260 services were held at sea.

EFFECT OF MISSIONS ON INDIA.

“ Ispeak as to matters of experience and ob-
servation, and not merely of opinion, and I assure
you that, whatever you may be told to the con-
trary, the teaching of Chrigtienity among 160,-
000,000 of civilized, industrious Hindoos and Mo-
hammedans in Indias, is effecting changes, moral,
social and political, which for strength and rapid-
ity of effect are far more extraordinary thfan any-
thing you or your fathers have witnessed in mod-
ern Europe. Presented for the first time to mosb
of the tceming Indian communities within the
memory of men yet alive,—preached by only a
few score of Europeans, Christianity has, never-
theless, in the course of fifty years, made lt.s way
to every part of the vast mass of Indian civilized
humanity.”>—Sir Bartle Frere.

The wise man does not spend his time in mourn-
ing over his disadvantages, but making the best
use of the privileges ho possesses.

THE PRESBYTERIAN
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SAMOAN “SETTLEMENT” AND L. M, S.

The Samoashaveckanged ownersduring theyear.
Long under native rule, they have more recently
been governed jointly by Britain, United Statesand
Germany. This has proved a failure, and Britain,
for other considerations, has transierred her rights,
and the group is divided between the other two.

The *“gettlement,’’ or rather the transference to
Germany, has been a disappointment to the Lon-
don Missionary Society. Ever since 1830 the
Samoan Islands have formed an important part of
the South Sea Mission of that Society. There the
Geddies remained for some months on their way
to the New Hebrides, awaiting a vessel and
learning methods of mission work. Fully 25,000
of the total population of 35,000 are now under
the instruction of the Society’s missionaries. Its
college at Malua for training native pastors and
evangelists is the largest that it has in any part of
the wission field. Heretofore the missionaries re-
mained British subjects, whether under native rule
or the joint rule that has hitherto prevailed.
Now all is German. Itis to be hoped that there
will be no interference with the rights of the mis-
sionaries as religious teachers.

THE BOERS AND THE BLACES.

Rev. J. S. Moflat, writing from Cape Town, 11
Nov., 1899, says that the war is watched by the
Bechwana natives with intense concern. *¢ As one
of them put it to me the other day: ¢If the Eng-
lish win, then we black men can breathe and live ;
if the Boers win, then we may as well die, for we
shall be 1o more looked upon as men, but as cat-
tle ; so we shall all go home and pray te God to
make the arms of the English strong.” And this
is really the question of the day in South Africa:
—Are we to have all men—British, Boer, and ab-
original—dw:ling together with equal rights as
men under the British flag, or are we to have the
domination of a Boer oligarchy over British and
Blacks alike ?

In the Transvaal a black man is not a human
being—he isa lower link between man and the
ape, created for the service of the white man.
This doctrine, originating with the Boer, has in-
fected the Uitlander, not slow to adopt a view so
convenient tohis selfishness, and reacts back upon
the older Colonies, where it finds a congenial soil.
Itis only the Imperial connection and the moral
influence of what is called ¢ Exeter Hall,? by the
colonists, that prevents & recradescence of slavery
in South Africa.”

Tke golden moments in the stream of life rush
past us, and we see nothing but sand ; the angels
come to visit us, and we only know them when
they are gone.—George Eliot,
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THE CREED OF THE STUNDISTS.

The Stundists, who since 1870 have been the
special object of persecution by the orthodox
Church of Russia, are an evangelical and Protes-
tant Church with reformed tendencies. In the
Lord’s Supper they see only a memorial feast, and
most of them reject infant baptism. In fact, not
a few of them will have nothing to do with the
Sacraments atall,

Their all-in-all is the Bible, which they read and
study most diligently, both at home and in their
mectings. Since 1864 they have published the
New Testament in a pocket edition, and thisis
found in everybody’s possession.

They are not skilled theologians, and as acon-
sequence indulge in some religious peculiarities.
They refuse to take part in war, and regard the
taking of interest as sin.

They are also not satisfied with the existing
agrarian property laws, and undoubtedly their
jdeas in this regard furnish the authorities with
the Dbasis for considering the Stundists in the light
of a communistic or even an anarchistic sect.

And yet the Czar bas no subjects so industrious,
80 moral, so order-loving and peaceful as are the
Stundists. They are noted for their cleanliness,
honesty, and temperance. From the very outseb
they have banished that curse of the Russian pea-
sant—intoxicating liquors.

The Stundists have no common Confession of
Faith, They acknowledge only the Bible, in the
interpretation of which, however, they do not en-
tirely agree. They also have a fixed organization.
In accordance with the Biblical precedent. they
have preshyters and elders at the head of their
congregations, for which offices they selectolderand
experienced men. These take the lead in publio
services and officiate at marriages and funerals,

Although not theologically educated, they are
expected to be thoroughly athome in the Scrip-
tures. These officers, too, are enjoined to visit
the congregation and further the unity of the
Spirit. Subordinate to them are the deacons,
usually active young men, who occasionally take
the place of the elders in the conductof public
worship.

They also keep the records of the congregations,
and look to the needs of the young and of the sick.
Naturally, these elders and deacons do not con-
stitute a clerical order, but they labor with their
hands, and serve in the congregation withoutany
remuneration.

This organization has been seriously disturbed
by the persecutions of recens years, as the Russian
State and Church authorities aimed their blows
first and foremost at the leaders of the Stundists.

The public services of the Stundists are unique.
They have no regular churches, but worship in
some hall or generally in the largest room of some
private house. At one end there is a table and a
chair for the elder.

FEBRUARY

‘When the members enter they salute each other
with the kiss of fraternal love. Womenand men
sit apart, Then a hymn is sung, and it is claimed
by those who have attended that the singing of
the Stundists is especially good. Some of the
bymns have been translated into English. After
the hymnus, the elder readsa chapter out of the
Bible and explains it, and each one present is
privileged to make remarks.

The women, in compliance with St. Paul's in-
junction, are required to be silent auditors. They,
however, are allowed to pray in public, which is
always done in a kneeling posture. Tlic services
are closed with tbe Lord’s Prayer.

Very significant is the Stundist order of marri-
age. The parents of the bride and bridegroom
present the couple to the elder. The bride is first
asked if she wishes to enter the estate of holy
matrimony with this young man, and if she loves
bim, and if she is taking this step of her own
free will and under no compulsion, not even that
of her parents. When the bridegroom bas answer-
ed similar questions, a bymn is sung and a prayer
is spoken, Then the elder tells the couple to em-
brace each other and to grasp the right hands,
This ends the ceremony. Of course this ceremony
is not recognized by the law of Russia, asonly
the Russian Church can legally perform the mar-
riage ceremony.—Prof. G. Godet.

Instead of & savage heathen kingdom, wherea
man’s life was rated at the price of an ox, and a
woman was an article of barter, and where justice
went to the highest bidder, the Uganda of to-day
is a well-ordered state, steadily improving in the
arts of civilization and culture, where no man can
lose his property or his life at the arbitrary will
of the great, or without a fair and open trial.
This alone is no small thing to have achieved,
and a large share in its accomplishment is un-
doubtedly due to the patient toil of the Christian
missionaries who have adhered steadfastly to
their self-imposed task through the stormy times
of war and through the dark days of persecution.
—=Selected.

The famine in India affects some thirty millions
of people, or one-eighth of the whole population.
In Rajpootana and North Bombay, the present
drought equals, if it does not exceed, the memor-
r%le drought of 1868,

The Philippines were discovered in 1521 by the
Spanish. 330 years of Spanish rule and with all
the progress of modern days elsewhere, but six-
teon miles of railway have been laid in them,

The population of India now numbers 286,000,
000 ; more than all Europe, exclusive of Russia;
ten times the population of England ; one-fifth
thab of the whole world.
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TOLERATION IN THE ¢ CAROLINES.”

About a dozen years ago, Spain withdrew re-
ligious toleration in the Carolines, and banighed
the missionaries of the American Board from their
station on the island of Ponape. During the past
year these islands have been transferred to Ger-
many. The German Embassy at Washington has
given assurance of friendliness to mission work,
and the way has thus been opened for the return
of the missionaries. The former work proved not
in vain. 'Word comes from Ponape of 360 Chris-
tians who remained faithful amid all that the
Spanigh priests and soldiers conld do, and will
gladly welcome the coming again of those who
faught them the way of life.

WHO SHALL RULE INDIA?

A striking utterance on this point is from the
organ of the followers of Keshub Kunder Sen to
its native readers in India. Such testimony
from the leaders of a non-Christian sect is very
encouraging to our mission work, when it shows
how Christianity compels acknowledgment from
the heathen, both as to its character and its re-
sults, in the following words :

¢ It is not the glittering bayonet . which
can keep our people loyal. No., Noneof these
ean hold India in subjection. . . If you wish
to secure the attachment and allegiance of India,
it must be through spiritual influence and moral
suasion.

And such indeed has been the case in India.
You cannot deny that your hearts have been
touched, conquered, and subjugated by a superior
power. That power—need I tell you—is Christ.
It is Christ who rules British India, and not the
British Government. England has sent out a
tremendous moral force in the life and character
of that mighty prophet, to conquer and hold this
vast empire. None but Jesus ever deserved this
bright;, this precious diadem, India, and Jesus
shall have it.”

THE MELANESIAN MISSION.

It was founded in 1849, a yearafter the Geddies
were settled in Amneityum, by Bishop Selwyn,
who was ever after a devoted iriend of Mr. Ged-
die’s, Melanesin—meaning ‘ black islands,” as
“ Polynesia’ means ¢‘ many islands,”’—is & gen-
eral name given to the series of groups extending
for some 3,500 miles from New Guinea to New
Caledonia, and peopled for the most part by the
Papuan or black races. The New Hebrides is a
small group in Melanesia.

The Mission Staff of the Melanesian Mission
now copsists of Bishop Cecil Wilson and twelve
English clergymen, two Eunglish laymen, twelve
native clergy, four hundred native teachers, and
seven English ladies. There are 170 Mission Sta-
tiors in 26islands. Christianity is established in
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many of the Islands, but large numbers are still
heathen. There are 12,000 baptized Christiansin
Melanesia, and over 12,000 more people under in-
struction. Over 1,000 persons are baptized an- °
nually. St. Barnabas College, Norfolk Island, is
preparing 160 boys and 50 girls to become teach-
ers, and at St. Luke’s, Siota, Solomon Island,
there are 70 scholars.

THIRTY YEARS IN NEW GUINEA.

It is less than thirty years ago since the first
English missionuries landed on the stores of New
Guinea,

A few years before that time missionary work
had been begun in the north of the island by a
Dutch Society, and even earlier a German Society
had established some stations. But these first ef-
forts had met with very little success, and it was
left for the London Missionary Society to have
the honor of making the first serious attack on
the forces of heathenism and cannibalism in New
Guinea.

It was in the year 1870 that the Directors of
the London Missionary Society decided to add
New Guinea to their field of labor. The mission-
ary whom they selected for the important task of
beginning the work in that ieland was the Rev. S.
MacFarlane, who still serves the Society fiequent-
1y at home, though he retired from active service
in 1887. Mr, MacFarlane was at that time sta-
tioned on the little island of Lifu, in the Loyalty
Group, and was their nearest missionary to New
Guinea, though even he was more than a thou-
sand miles away.

From the very first the Directors hoped to be
able to evangelize New Guinea by means of na-
tive Christians from other islands in the South
Seas, and their hopes have been abundantly ful-
filled Guring all these thirty yeais.

When Mr. MacFarlane asked his students ab
Lifu whether any of them would volunteer for
this dangerous new work, every one of them
sprang forward and asked to be sent. And from
that day to this there has been no lack of volun-
teers for New Guinea.

From Samoa and Mangaia and other islands
Christian men and women have gone forth year
by year to take their part in winning this great
island for Christ. Many of them have laid down
their lives for the sake of the Gospel, and in the
roll-call of the Church’s martyrs these South Sea,
preachers and teachers must be given a high
place.

The successes of the last thirty years in New
Guinea have been great. Mr, Chalmers says that
he knows of no mission anywhere that con com-
pare with it for results. But the successes of the
next thirty years. will be greater still, by God’s
blessing, and New Guinea shall be added to the
long list of Christian islands in the South Seas.—
Neows From Afar.
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Pouth’s MRecord.

In youth we make our age. Our final years sit

in judgment on the past.

Live not for selfish aims. Live to shed joy on
others. Thus best shall your oswn happiness be
secured; for no joy isever given freely forth that
does not have quick echo in the giver's own heart.
—Henry Ward Beecher.

Christ wants every year of our life~—not only
the grown-up years. but the young years, that He
may make them sweeter, bappier, and more use-
ful, Are we giving them to Him ?

¢ Lord Jesus, take care of my temper, whether
I remain in the home or go out into the world
this day. Keep my feet whenI am tempted to
walk on a forbidden path. Give me strength
when I am about to shirk my duty.”

In choosing our companions, we often choose
our destiny for good or evil. “He thav walketh
with wise men shall be wise ; but a companion of
fools shall be destroyed,’’ said the sncred writer,
ages ago; and it is just as true, to-day as it
was then.

The Sabbath was born among the mountains,
and somehow still belongs to the country. A
country Sabbath is the divinest expression of God.
Nature always appears ab her best in her Sunday
olothes. The very birds seem to know when
Sabbath come. They bave their hymn tunes,
their collcction of spiritual songs, which are heard
at no other time,—Presbyterian Journal.

Contentment does not depend on what we have
but on what we are. He who realizes that the
bounds of his earthly lot are ordered of Godin
love is glad to be contented with what God has
given him. He who does not, would not be con-
tented if he haa thousandfold what he has. Con-
tentment gives thankfulness within one’s bound.
Contentment can never be attained outside of one’s
divinely ordered lot.

A YOUNG MAN’S MISTAKE,

< Knowledge is power.”’ A young man disliked
mathematics so much that he left school early to
go into business. Ten years later, a sabordinate
in a largesteel works, he saw man after man pro-
moted over his head because they were highly
educated, and thusable todo work which he could
not attempt. He resolved to study at home, and
in time, being a bard worker, made up his defi-
oienoy ; but be is atill far behind the men of his
own age who took the early education that he re-
fused. Hehad made a costly mistake.
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FARMING V8. CLERKING.

The young man at home often thinks the farm
dull and slow, and envies his companion who has
gone to the city. Here is what a Westorn paper
says about the two lives:—‘ The one class are
making practical farmers of themselves ; they are
leading independent, healthful lives. Their com-
rades have gone, as clerks, into the railroad offices
or stores of the city ; are earning but little more
than the bare cost of living ; are accounted mosb
fortunate if in two years they get a week’s vaca-
tion in which to spend all their earnings, and are
frightened at the unexpected approach of their
employer at all times.

“In fifteen years they will be worn-out old men
mechanical contrivances for doing a certain stip-
ulated task—barely hiving within their modest
income, and in continual fear lest their place
shall be filled with a younger man. And the
young men on the farm will be land-owners, with
an assured living, a ‘sound mind in asound
body > —prosperous and happy, of use to them-
selves, their families, and the communities in
which they live.”

CIGARETTES.

Mr, George Baumhoff, superintendent of the
Lindell Electric Railway, of St. Louis, says aboub
their use :

¢ Under no circumstances will I hire a man
who smokes cigarettes. He is as dangerous in
the front end of a motor as & man that drinks ; in
fact, he is more dangerous ; his nerves are bound
to give way at a critical moment. A motorman
needs all his nerve all the time, and a cigarette
smoker can’t stand the strain. Itis a pretty
tough job for men in good condition, and even
they sometimes get flurried. If I find a car be-
ginning to run badly and getting irregular for
any time, I immediately begin to investigate the
man to find out if he smokes cigarettes. Nine
times out of ten he does, and then he goes for
good.”—Sel.

THE RIGHT KIND OF PEOPLE.

Some people are gifted with the power of doing
the right thing in the right way and at the right
time, They are kind, gentle, sympathetic and
responsive. They think of others. They antici-
pate danger and point it out. They are on the
lookout for service, and ready to perform if.
They make it easier for those about them %o be
good and to do good. They hesitate not to lend
2 helping hand at every opportunity. They
speak the encouraging word. They straighten
out the tangles that perplex and annoy compan-
ions. They smooth rough places, They go oub
of their way to relieve distress or to supply a
need. In their presence the day passes pleasant-
ly. Welcome and blessed are life’s helpers.
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RULES FOR AMUSEBIENTS.

Dr, J. C. Rawlings, a Methodist local preacher
and leading physician in Swansea, England, re-
cently delivered a siriking discourse on ** Recrea-
tion from a Christinn Staudpoint.”” Three or
four cardinal principles were laid down which if
followed would materially help seriously-inclined
young people in their choice of amusements.

These must be right in themselves, right in
their relations to others, right in their associations,
and right, in their proportion. ‘¢ Pleasure must
not overlap duty.?? ¢* Excess in innocent amuse-
ment is sin.”’

These tests cover the whole grouud, and if they
were conscientionsly applied in practical life, not
only would the world be purer and healthier and
happier, but many of the sad problems that arise
out of the condition of our *¢ recreative »’ instita-
tions would be solved without further trouble.

SILENCE ABOUT SELF.

*There are people who can speak of little else
but the unpleasant things in their own experi-
ence. If you ask them about their health, oreven
unforfunately pnt your salutation in the form of
“How do you do 2"’ you get as an answer a des-
cription of many illsand infirmities to which
they are subject, instead of any cheerful recipro-
cation of your greeting. All their ordinary con-
versation is filled with dolorous rehearsals of dis-
couraging things, They have keen eyes for the
unpleasant happenings, and never fail to mention
them to others.

Wo all have troubles—things in our daily, per-
sonal life that are vexingand annoying, sometimes
things that are paintul aud bardensome. But we
should not talk about them. We bave no right to
scatter our briers and thorns about us, so that
others’ feet may be torn by them.

Silence about ourselves should be a rule almost
without exception. Easpeocially should the rule
never to complain be an absolute one. No matter
how poorly we have rested through the night, we
need not tell the whole family abount it at break-
fast. Patient bearing of the portion of life's ilis
that comes to us is the characteristic of ideal Chris-
tian faith.—Sel.

POWER.

You want power? Well, the desire is legiti-
mate, and its realization possible.

But what kind of power? Physical? Then stop
fretting. Take exeroise. Avoid excesses. Form
regular habits. Eat nourishiog food. Sleep long
and soundly. That means a sonnd body.

Mental power. All right. Use your brain,
Think. Think systematically, Think below the
surface. Grapple wish the great thoughts which
others have put into books. That will give fiber
and grip to your mental life.

Or is it moral power youare after ? Very good.
It may be had. Think pure thounghts. Look at
lofty ideals. Live right. Crucify self. Loathe
all vileness. Develop the Good Samaritan side of
your life, That will promote & high morality.
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But there is something higher. It is spiritual
power, Ah! thatisit. The foot of the ladder is
on the earth, but its top i8 in heaven. OClimh !
Do you say, ‘¢ It is high, I cannotattain unto it »?
No, no! Read the first chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. Then to your knees! Look up. Turn
your back upon the had past. Surrender utterly
to God. Lose your will in His. Plead the prom-
ises, Believe, believe, believe! Claim the pente-
costal gift. Receive ye the Holy Ghost!—Ep-
worth Herald,

SAINTLY FACES.

Sometimes, in passing through a crowd, we see
a face that attracts us by its sweetness of expres-
gion. Perhapsit isan old face, crowned with a
glory of hoary hairs; yetlove, joy, and peace shine
out of every dot and wrinkle in it. Sometimes it
is & young face, that beams with healthand purity
and beauty.

But whether old or young, when we see that
unwmistukeable soul light in a face, we know tha$
the heart behind it is pure, the life good, and that
the body thus illuminated is the temple of the
Holy Spirit. To keep the mind ocoupied with
good, pure, useful, beautiful, and divine thonghts
precludes the possibility of thinking about and
thus being tempted by things sinful, low or gross.

It is because Paul kunew this that he saysso
earnestly : *‘ Finally, hrethree, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever thingsare honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are of good report, think on these
things ??

In the well-formed habit of thinking pure
thoughts lies the secret of being pure in hears;
and in the daily and nightly meditation in the
law of the Lord is a safegnard against many of the
sins which defile the carnal heart and debase and
blaoken the countenance.—Scottish Reformer.

WEEDING YOUR GARDEN.

A yorng girl sat at the window, unbappy and
discontented. She was looking at the landscape,
but could see no beauty in the undulating hills
ia the distance, clad with the fresh green of spring,
or the young shrubs budding forth under her win-
dow ; for it was the first of May, when nature
is at her best, nob tired or scorched by the heat
of sammer. The mind must be at peace to thor-
oughly enjoy nature. A friend of the young girl’s
mother, coming out of the house, looked at the
iagg so drawn by unbappiness. She stopped and
said :

T am afraid, dear girl, that you have not
weeded out your garden.”

The girl answered, ¢‘ I have no garden to weed.
We hire a man to do such work.?”’

¢It is impossible for you to hire anyone to
weed your garden ; you only can do it.”

The girl, with a surprised look, said: *I do
not uanderstand you.’? .

‘¢ Well, my dear, it is the garden of your life I
am talking about, and if you want beautiful
flowers you maust pull ont the weeds. Euvy, jeal-
ousy, auger, pride, selfishness, are some of the
weeds that giow very fast,?’-—Christian Intelli-
gencer.
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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE'S ‘PLAN

OF STUDY.”

The special *‘Topio Card* for the Preshyterian C. E,
Socleties embraces the, ¢ Uniforin '’ Topics, the Monthly
Topicsof the Plun of Study, and the Questions on the
Shorter Cutechism for each meeting throughout the year,
Price 81 00 per 100 ¢ Booklet " contaming the snme
matter and ulso Daily Readings for the whole year, price
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THE

Topic for the week beginning
March 18.
How The 0id Testament Crow.

By REv. ALFRED GaNDIER, B D.
Convener of Assembly’s Commillee on Y. P. Socicties.

LITERATURE,

“Tho old Testament and its Contents,” by
Prof. Robertson, in Guild text-books, 20 cts.
The opening Chapter in Driver's ¢‘Introduction to
the Old Testument.’” Any modern book on the
Canon of the Old Testament.

We regret very much that circumstances have
prevented Prof. McFadyen from contributing the
article expeeted from him on this subject.

The following article taken very largely from
Prof. Robertson’s Guild text-book, will supply
the needed information to young people who have
not time or opportunity to stuay the book.

HOW THE OLD TESTAMENT GREW.

The word ¢¢ Testament ™ is the translation of a
word more frequently rendered ¢ Covenant,” and
is applied to the one part or the other of Scripture
with reference to the Old or the New Covenant
relation into which God has entered with man.

The Old Testament Scriptures, and especially
the Law, are the documents wherein are contained
in detail the promises and the requirements of
the Solemn League and Covenant into which
Israel entered with Jehovah and which they sub-
seribed with an oath Ex 24: 3.8, Neh, 8: 38 and
10 : 1-29.

QOur word ¢ Bible” is the translation of a Greck
word meaning book. We use the word as a
singular name to denote the completed collection
of books forming the Old and New Testament.

What the whole Bible is to the Christian
Church the Oid Testament was to the Jewish
Church of Christ's time ; and they u-ed a similar
expression when speaking of their Bible, viz:
#The Writings » vs ¢ The Sacred Writings,”

The Old Testament is not a book that was com-
pleted at one time and given down to men from
Heaven ready-made; but holy men in different
ages spake asethey were moved by the Holy
Spirit, and a record of what they spake and the
time ir which they spake and of the people to
whom they spake, was kept; and towards the
close of the Old Dispensation all arranged to-
gether in one Book and given permanent form.
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Hence is it that we can speak of the growth of the
Old Testament. God at sundry times and in
divers manners spake unto the Fathers through
the prophets, Heb. 1:1,

Tho Bible is not one book but a library of
books. Itshows ‘how men variously gifted by the
spirib of God cast the truth which they received
into many different literary forms as genius per-
mitted or occision demanded,—into poetry of
various kinds, sometimes national, sometimes in-
dividual, sometimes even developing a truth in &
form approaching that of the drama; into pro-
phetical discourses, suggested mostly by some
incident of the national life; into proverbs
prompted by the observation of life and mauners;
into laws, prescribing rules for the civil and
religious government of the nation; into narratives
sometimes relating to a distant or a nearer past,
sometimes autobiographical. It is probable that
every form of literary composition known to the
ancient Hebrews was utilized as a vehicle of
Divine truth, and is represented in the Old Tes-
tament.’

TIHE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,

In our English Bible they are thirty nine in
number, and the order in which they are arranged
may be thus classined :—

I Law, Genesis to Deuteronomy 5 books,
11 History, Joshua to Esther 12 books.
III Poctry, Job to Song of Solomon 5 books.
IV Prophcey, Isaiah to Malachi 17 books,

They were all originally written in Hebrew,
with the exception of some portions in a few of
the later books, which are in a kindred dialect,
Aramaic.

The Hebrew Bible contains all the books
enumerated above, and no more ; but thercis a
difference in the arrangement and in the manner
of enumerating the books.

The Hebrow Bible consists of twenty-four
books; and the whole is arranged in three divis-
ions, thus :—

I. Law, i. e. the Pentateuch or the

five books ; Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuter-

onomy . . 5 booky
II. Prophels, viz :—
1. Former prophets: {(a) Joshua,
(b) Judges,(c) Samuel, (d)
Kings 4

2. Latter prophets : (a) Isaiah,
(0) Jeremiah, (¢) Ezekiel,
(d) the twelve (minor
prophets) . . .4 e
III. Writings, which we usually desig-
nate Hagiographa, i.e. Sacred
Writings. They are classed
thus:
1. Three books (@) Psalms, (4
Proverbs, (¢) Job . . 3 «u
2. Five rolls (a) Song of Songs,
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(¥} Ruth, (¢) Lamentations,
(d) Ecclosiastes, (¢) Esther 6 books.
8. (a) Daniel, (b) Ezra and
Neheminh,(c)theChronicles 3 ¢
In regard to this table it is to be noted that
the books forming the division of Luaw are partly
historical in contents, that the so-called Former
Prophets are historical, that the book of Daniel is
not reckoned among the * Prophets,” and that the
twelve minor prophets are reckoned one book.
The five rolls are so called because it was custom-
ary to write each of them on a separate roll, for
reading on five special occasions.

THE ©\ANON.

The books that have been enumerated above
<onstitute what is called the ¢“Canon’’ or canon-
ical books of the Old Testament. The Greek
word Canon denoted originally a measuring-rod or
line. From this it came to mean a standard or
test of measurement, and then thespace or sphere
defined or marked off by such a measure,

As applied to a collection of books, the term
would indicate, from one point of view, that the
books were the expression, in a written form, of
the rule of faith; or, from another point of view
that the books were separated and marked off
from other books, owing to their possessing
special characteristics.

It is not till the fourth century of the Christian
era that we find the word Canon applied to Holy
Seripture ; but the mere fact that the Jews, from
an eurly period, set apart the books of the Old
Testament, and only those books, is a proof ¢hat
they regarded them as sacred writings having
special characteristics by which they were marked
off as separate from all other writings. The fact
existed long before the name was applied.

Our Lord frequently quoted the Old Testamenb
Scriptures to the Jews of his own day, as thab
which they recognized to be the final authority in
all questions of faith and morals, and he rebukes
them for making the Word of God of none effect
through their traditions.

The precise time when the different sections
of the Hebrew Bible, the Law, the Prophets, and
the Sacred Writings were completed as we now
have them, and definitely recognized as an author-
itative canon, is not easy to determine. But with-
out going into questions of criticism cr minute
scholarship, & general statement of the formation
and growth of the Canon may be given.

One thing we must do at the outseb is to Jis-
tinguish between the time at which a book was
admitted into the Canon and the date of its
Authorship. No book would be admitted into
the Canon which had not already been long
enough in existence to commend itself as
authoritative to the religious consciousness of
the people ; while some books or their essential
contents had doubtless been in existence for cen-
turies,
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It was because individual books were already in
high esteem and recognized as having a Divine
Messageo for the individual or the nation that they
were formed into a collection, and this collection
invested with authority,

ORIGIN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WRITINGS.

The antiquity and authorship of books has to be
determined largely from theinternal evidence of
the books themselves, Jewigh tradition being
often most unreliable.

(1) The Jews traced all their laws and institu-
tions back to Moses, tho fountain head of Revel-
ation, the supreme religious authority. That
many records of the earlier dayscf the race should
have been handed down in writing from a time
long antecedent to Moses is quite probable;and it
is certain that many of thelaws given through
Moses were not only handed down by oral tradition,
but put in writing at the time. Ex24;4,7;Ex
31; 18; Deut. 31 ; 24-26.

(2) Not only in the Pentateuch (e. g. Lev. 10:
11; Deut. 17 ; 8-11) but throughout the prophets,
the teaching of the Law to the people is set forth
as a duty of the prieets; and though the Law may
have been partly written, partly an oral tradition
the language used implies that there was a fixed
and authoritative code Is. 8:20; Is. 34: 16.

We know also that events of importance in the
national history were early committed to writing
and carefully preserved. 1Sam. 10:25;1 Kings
14:28; 1 Kings 15: 31 ; 2 Chron. 9: 29 ; 2 Chron,
12: 15.

(8) We gather from the book of Proverbs(25 : 1)
that at the Court of King Hezekiah there were
wise men employed collecting and editing pro-
verbial literature,

(4) The prophets, or their pupils for them,
wrote down certain of their sayings; and these
sayings were regarded not as private utterances
of the man but as a public message for the nation
from Jehovah in whose name the prophet spoke.

(5) Inthe eighteenth year of the reign of King
Josiah (See 2 Kings 22 ; 8-13) there was found in
the Temple a law-hook, which—whatever it may
have been—was at once recognized by King,
priests and prophets, as authoritative and
ancient.

(6) In the analysis which has bezn made by
scholars, particularly of the Pentateuch and the
historical books, it appears that different sources
or original compositions have been joined to-
gether, and that there has been a careful preser-
vation of even the smallest fragments of the
originals.

All these considerations go to prove that, from
the time of Moses, on, the Jewish people, possessed
a number of writings of a religious and national
character, which they preserved with peculiar
regard, aud which they believed to contain God’s
message to and covenant with his people.
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FORMATION OF THE CANON,

It is not, however, till the time immediately
after the return from the exile, that we find such
a formal setting apart of Scripture for public use
and authoritative reference as is implied in canon-
ising. Tho circumstances of the people demanded
it, and the time was favourable. The books
of Ezra and Nohemiah show us that the task
before theso leadors was to consolidato the re-
stored community on the basis of the Old Coven-
ant, and to provide safeguards for the national
preservation of the religion against internal cor-
ruption and heathen contamination. Accordingly
they appointed a formal and stated reading of the
¢ Book of the Law?? in the audience of the people
(Neh, viir,-x), and demanded that its require-
ments be carried out in the social and religious
life. From this time onwards, the public reading
of the sacred books formed part ot public worship ;
and Cuanonical Scripture, in the strict sense, was
recognized.

The Jewish tradition that Ezra completed and
fixed the entire Old Testament Canon, is evident-
ly untrue, for the books Ezra and Nehemish are
themselves in the Canon, and the book of Chron-
ioles contains genealogies that come down to a
much later time ;. not to speak of other writings
in the third division of the Canon which are
evidently of a later date, but it is generally
believed that the first division of the Canon, the
Pentateuch, was given by Ezra to the people, as
authoritstive Scripture, in the form in which we
now have it.

Ezra and scribes associated with him are
supposed to have collected and, codified the
Laws, written and oral, which had come down
from the time of M ses, and to have associated
with them such later developments of Mosaic law
and ritual as the exigenciesof the national history
had rendered necessary.

The fact that Samaritans accept only the Pen-
tateuch as authoritative, would seem to indicate
that in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, when
they finallv separated from the Jews, this first
division of Old Testament Scripture was the only
complet~ and accepted Canon.

But the prominence given to the ¢ Books of
the Law  at th s crisis, does not imply that other
books were not in existence or not esteemed
sacred. The primary need of the time was the
order of 2 settled Constitution, and the authority
of the Law was insisted upon as providing this.
But the tradition in the second book.of Mac-
cabees, ascribing to Nehemiah the collecting of
¢¢the books concerning the kings and the pro-
phets, and the things of David.” indicates that
other books of Scripture were in existence, and
held in high regard at the very time when the
Law was made most prominent.

It may be added that if, as critics generally
believe, the baok of Joshua was originally joined to
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the Pentatouch, it must have beon regarded as
cqually authoritative, though, for practical pur-
poses, it was disjoined from the booksof the Law.
And the roferences in the book of Nehomiah, not
only to the timo of the Conquest, but to that
of the judgas, show how the historical books gen-
erally received at that time particular attention.

The longer the restored community of Jews
remained without national independence, the
more would they reverenco these sacred books
which were the record of their past national his-
tory, and exprossed the national religious hopes.
Their Prophetical books, which spoke of a greab
past and foretold a great future, in due time took
their place by the side of the Law as authorita-
tive symbols of the national faith and hope.

The preciso time ab which this took place, and
the custom originated of reading a portion from
the prophets in public worship cannot, perhaps,
be determined. But the earliest references to a
definite Canon, we possess, refer to the Law and
the Prophets together. It must have been some-
time after the dute of Malachi, and the with-
drawal of the prophetic spirit, when the convic-
tion had heen formed that no more books of this
class were to be written, that the prophetical
collection was regarded as finally closed.

Similarly we have only general indications to
guide us in an attempt to determine when the
Third Division of books was added and the final
closing of the Canob took place. It is probable
that many of the Psalms were used in public
worship from the earliest period after thereturn
from exile, and we have noticed that tradition
ascribes to Nehemiah the collection of ¢‘the
things of David ?? as well as the books of the pro-
phets. The ¢‘five rolls” came to be set apart for
publicreading on five great fastivals ; and the Tal-
mud speaks of a solemn reading of some of the
books contained in the third division in the
presence of the High Priect on the night before,
the great day of Atonement.

The time of the final completion of the Canon
must manifestly have been sometime later than
the date of the most recent book in the Collection,
and when it was believed that no more books
worthy to be included in it were forthcoming.

Discussions as to the authority of certain books
in the third division went on as late as the be-
ginning of the second century of our eraj; but
that all the books as we now have them, in our
Protestant Bible, were in the Hebrew Canon, and
that the Canon was regarded aslong closed before
the time of Christ, are facts that can scarcely be
questioned.

The main points of evidence for them are these :

COMPLETED CANON.

(1). The Septuagint, or Greek translation of the
Old Testament, which was in use among Greek
speaking Jews in New Testament times, and from
which the New Testament writers made quota-
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tion, contains all the canonical books of the Old
Testament, in virtually the same form. Since ib
is natural to auppose that the books were re-
garded as Canonical before they were translated,
wo may conclude that a C ‘non existed before tho
translation was undertaken, and that the wholo
Canon existed before it was concluded. Wehave
reliable information that this translation was un-
dertaken in the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus,
who reigned B.C. 284 to 247, Though thedate of
the completion of the translation is uncertain 1t
can scarcely have been later than the close of the
second century B.C.

(2). The Septuagint contains, besides the books
of the Hebrew Canon, several other books which
we generally designate the Apocrypha of the Old
Testament. Among there is * The Wisdom of
Jesus Ben Sirach,? otherwise known as the book
of ¢ Ecclesiasticus,” The book was orignally com-
posed in Hebrew, and was translated into Greek
by the grandson of the author, who has prefixed
to it a prefuce. A reference in this preface implies
that he himself came into Egypt in the year B.C.
132, which would give the date of his grandfather
somewhere about B.C. 200, certainly not later
than 175 B.C., for the book has no reference to
the Maccabean wars. He tells us that his grand-
father was familiur with ¢‘the Law, the Prophets
and the other books which follow them,” as he
again describes them, *‘the other kooks of the
fathers.” Moreover, in speaking of his own work
as o translation, he tells us that * the Law itself
and the prophecies and the rest of the books have
no small difference when uttered in the original.”?

These passages make it clear that, at the date
of Ben Sirach himself, and presumably of his
grandfather, & number of Canonical books,
reckoned in three classes, were well known and
universally accepted, and that in the time of the
editor, these books existed in a well-known Greek
translation. The testimony is all the more valu-
able because the book in which it occurs was origin-
ally written in Hebrew ; and the author of it,while
almost claiming for himself the same in«piration
as prophets possessed, sets his own work below
the level of canonical Scripture;and, though the
book has found a place in the Septuagint Version,
the translator himse.f distinguishes between it
and the Sacred Writings.

(3). The testimony of Josephus (born A.D.
37-38, and lived till about A.D. 110). Speaking
of the trustworthiness of the documents relating
the history of his nation, he says, * For it is not
the case with us to have vast numbers of books
disagreeing and conflicting with one another.
We have but two-and-twenty containing the his-
tory of all time, books that are justly believed
in.”?

Then, after stating the contents of these
books under three heads, he proceeds: *‘ From
the days of Artaxerxes to our own times every
event has indeed been recorded. But these recend
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records have not been deemed worthy of equal
credit with those which preceded them, on ac-
count of tho failuro of the exnct succession of the
prophets.  There is practical proof of the spirit
in which we treat our Scriptures. For, although
so great an interval of time has now passed, not
o scul has ventured either toadd, or to remove, or
to alter a syllable, and it is tho instinct of every
Jew, from tho day of his birth, to consider those
Secriptures as the teachings of God, to abide by
them, and, if need be, cheerfully to lay down his
life in their behalf.”

In this passage, Josephus, speaking for his
nation and expressing the universal Jewish belief
of his time, asserts that the Canon of Scripture
had been long completed, the last of the books
contained in it having been composed not
later than the time of Artaxerxes (by whom he
means the king called Ahasuerus in the book of
Esther), We gather also from this statement
that the collection comprised the same books as
form our present Old Testament.

Though he mentions only twenty-two hooks, ib
is most probable that he reckoned Ruth as part of
Judges, and Lamentations along with Jeremiah,
as we find other writers doing.

{3). The testimony of Jesus and the New Testa-
ment writers. No one can read the frequent re-
ferences and appeals of Jesus and his Apostles to
‘¢ the Scriptures,” without seeing that they take
for granted the existence of a well defined collee-
tion of Sacred writings of long standing and of
undisputed authority ; and as the Canonical col-
lection which has come down to us is known to be
the collection which was accepted by the Jows of
Palestine, the conclusion to which we are brought
is that the existing Cunon was accepted in Our
Lord’s time as of high antiquity and unquestioned
authority,

Nearly every book of the Old Testament is
quoted or referred to in the New, and they are
ever quoted as & court of final appeal in questions
of morals and religion. See Mat. 22:29; Acts
18:24-28 ; Rom. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3:15-17.

The statement in Luke 24: 14, that while Christ
was yet with His disciples, He said unto them :
““All things raust be fulfilled which were written in.
the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the-
Psalms, concerning me,” seems to be a direct re-
ference to the three divisions of the Old Testa.-
ment Canon, the Psalms being the first book of
the third division or Hagiographa,

Whatever historical research and literary criti-
cism may do to change the traditional view as to-
the date and authorship of some of the books, the
Old Testament must ever be to the followers of
Jesus Christ an esgential part of God’s revelation
to man, that without which the world would nob
have been prepared for the Revelation of God in
Christ.

Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, Jesus
expounded to his disciples, in all the Scriptures,
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the things noncerning himself. To the Jewshesaid:
“Yosearch the Scriptures, for in them ye think yo
have otornal life, and thesesare thoy which testify
of mo.” At-nc time in the history of the Church
was so nuch attention given to the study
ot the Old ‘lestament as at present; and
the Christian consciousness still re-echoes the
testimony of 2 Tim. 3:16-17, the direct reforenco
of which 18 to the Old Testament. ** All Scrip-
ture, given by inspiration of God, is profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness : that the man of God may
be complete, furnished completely unto every
good work-"

RECENT NEW HEBRIDES INCIDENT.

‘* About dusk, the wife of the teacher living on
the hills, 2bout five miles from wus, arrived at
Tangoa alone. She reported that her husband
had gone out, with two men, after the early
morning school, and had not returned. Not long
after they left, she heard four rifle shots, fired in
guick succession.

A few minutes later two armed men, from a
neighboring hamlet, called at the house and hast-
ily inquired for him. This alarmed her. So when
the close of the day was drawing on, and her hus-
band not appe=ring, she started for our house.

This report was somewhat startling, and some-
thing must be done. At cock-crowing next morn-
ing, ten stalwart young men were on their way to
the hills to learn the facts; and if murder had
been committed, the guilty parties were to be
.seized, and brought to Tangoa. Arriving at the
teacher’s house in the early morning, they found
him holding the usual morning school ; intending,
after it was over, to go in search of his wife. The
shooting the day before had been at wild pigs.
‘i'nose calling, were two who, hearing the shots,
took their weapons and went to see what was go-
ing on. Two men having been shot, near by,
only a few days before, had madeall parties some-
what nervous. 7The teacher had been away alone
in the bush gathering food. He was to blame for
going away for the day without telling his wife
when he expected to return. However, good has
.arisen from the affair, as the bushmen now see
that they will soon be called to account if they
kill a teacher. Bus the incident shows the anxie-
ties of our pioneer teachers among the heathen.—
Mrs. Dr. Annand.

An angry man who suppresses his passion

thinks worse than he speaks, but if he vents his

ion he often speaks worse than he thinks.—
ﬁd Bacon.
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STOOD BY HIS FLAG.

A dozen rough soldiers were playing cards one
night in the camp. ‘‘What on earth is that??
suddenly oxclaimed the ringleader, as hostopped
in the midst of the game to listen.

In a moment the squad wero listening to a low,
solemn voice which came from a tent occupied by
several recruits, who had arrived in camp thab
dey, The ringleader approached the tent on tip-
too.

‘ Boys, he's praying 1"’ he roared out.

‘“Threo cheers for the parson ! shouted an-
other man of ths group, as the prayer ended.

¢ You watch. I'll show you how to take the
religion out of him, * said the first speaker, who
was the ringleader in the mischief.

The recruit was & slight, pale faced young fel-
low of about eighteen years of age. During the
next thros weeks he was the butt of the camp.
Then the regiment broke camp, and engaged in a
terrible battle. The company to which the young
recruit belonged had a desperate struggls. The
brigade was driven back, and, when the line was
re-formed behind the breast-works they had builb
in the morning, he was missing from the ranks.
‘When last seen he was almost surrounded by ene-
mies, but fighting desperately. At his side stood
the brave fellow who had made the poorlad a
constant object of ridicule, Both were given up
ag lost.

Suddenly the big man was seen tramping
through the under-brush, bearing the dead body
of the recruit. Reverently he laid the corpse
down, saying, as he wiped the blood from his own
face,—

¢¢I couldn’t leave him—he fought so ! I thought
he deserved a decent burial.” .

During a 1ull in tho battle the men dug a shal-
low grave, and tenderly laid the remains therein.
Then, as one was cutting the name and regiment
upon a board, the big man said, with a husky
voice—

“You'd better put the words ¢ Christian sol-
dier’ in somewhere, He deserves the title, and
maybe it’ll console him for our abuse,”

There was not a dry eye among those rough
men as they stuck the rudely carved board at the
head of the grave, and again and again looked at
the inscription.

“ 'Well, said one,” ‘he was a Christian soldier,
if ever there was one. Aud,” turaing to the ring-
leader, ‘‘he dido’t run, did he, when he smelb
gunpowder ?”

*‘Run !"? answered the big man, his voice ten-
der with emotion; *‘ why, he dida’t budge an
inch. But what’s that to standing for weeks our
fire like & man,never sending & word back? He jusb
stood by his flag, and let us pepper him—he did.??

When the regiment marched away, that rade
head-board remained to tell what a power lies in
a Cbristian lite,—The British Flag.
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The Childoren’s Record.

Some boys think they are lucky when they get
the kind of work that they like ; but the luckiest
boy, after all, is the one who can suit his liking to
all sorts of honest work, and so be cheerful every-
where.

A bright girl would hardly mix vinegar into a
pudding, and expect the result to bo sweet to the
taste. Yet she often mixes sharp specch and a
hasty temper into her own character, and expects
it to develop into a charming one.

The Christians have a very pretty custom in
Korea of putting out the little white Korean flags
over their houses on the Sabbath. These banners
show just where there are Christians living, and
they show the world that it is a holy day. How
do you treat the Sabbath ?

Could you put the children of India in a col-
umn four deep, and allowing a space of two feet
for each ohild to walk in, you would have a pro-
cession reaching five thousand miles ; and walk-
ing five miles a day, it would take them two and
three-quarters years to pass a given point. And
few of them know of Jesus who came to save that
which was lost.

The large number of applicants for admission
to the army, comments ‘The Philadelphia Led-
ger,” who are rejected by reason of defects due
to overindulgence in cigarettes, and other forms
of what many look upon as harmless dissipation,
slhiould teach the young men something. In the
battle of life ¢ & sound mind in a sound body ' was
never needed more strenuously than now.”

Two girls were talking one duy. They were
young and eager and ambitious, and their talk
was of people who had succeeded. Finally one
exclaimed enthusiastically ; ¢Oh, is there any-
thing in the worid finer than a cultivated brain 2
Her friend was silent 8 moment; then she answer-
ed slowly: ¢ Yes, one thing—a cultivated heart.”
It was an echo of the old Word: ¢‘‘Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life.—Reformed Church Record.

A sad story is told in a paper called the ¢ Har-
vest Home,” published in India, of a young girl
who had become a Christian, but who in spite
of her pleading, was kept back until her six-
teenth birthday should give her the right to fol-
low her convictions. Meanwhile, she was be-
trothed to her cousin against her will. The re-
sult was that she was poisoned to prevent her
being baptized. We should hasten and send the
Gospel to India, that the people may learn to do
better, and cease such cruel deeds.
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NEW-YEAR GIFTS IN CHINA.

We call the Chinese heathen, and yet they
have some customs that would do credit toa
Christian people. On every New-Year morning
each man and boy, from the emperor to the low-
est peasant, paysa visit to his mother. Ho carries
her a present, varying iu value according to his
station, thanking her for all she has dono for him,
and asks a continuance of her favor another year.
They are taught to believe that mothers have an
influence for good over their sons all through life.

EVERY BOY SHOULD LEARN.

Not to take the easiest chair in the room, pu
it in the pleasantest place, and forget to offer it to
his mother when she comes to sit down.

To treat his mother as politely as if she were a
strange lady who did not spend her life in his ser-
vice.

To be as helpfal to his sisters as he expects his
sisters to be to him.

To be kind as well as brave, and just as well as
generous,

To take pride in being a gentleman at home as
well as abroad .—Church Standurd

A BOY'S CONSECRATION HYMN.

Just as I am, Thine own to be,
Friend of the young. who lovest me,
To consecrate wmyeelf to Thee,

O Jesus Christ, I come.

In the glad morning of my day,

My life to give, my vows to pay,

With 2o reserve and no delay—
With all my heart I come.

Iwould live ever in the light,

I would work ever for the right,

I would serve Thee with ail my might—
Therefore, to Thee I come.

Just as I am, young, strong, and free,

To be the best that I can be,

For truth, and righteousness, and Thee,
Lord, of my life- 1 come.

With many dreams of fame and gold,

Succees and joy to make ma bold ;

But, dearer still—my faith to hold
For my whole life—I come,

And for Thy sake to win renown,
And then to take the victor’s crown
And at Thy feet to lay it down,

O Master, Lord—I come.

—Selected.

>R
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A MANLY BOY.

‘When the emperor William II. of Germany was
a lad at college, in Cassel, oneof his tutors, wigh-
ing to do the Iad a favor, told Lim what the sub-
ject of the Greek dictation would be the nextday,
and where it could be found.

William listened, and made no reply; but he
went from the tutor straight to the olassroom,
where he wrote the information upon the black-
board for the whole olass to see and profit by as
well as himself. He sbowed a true, royal spirit
in hisact; he would take no advantage over his
fellows.

Are we all as careful as this in oar school hours,
boys ? or do we sometimes try to take advantage
of our schoolmates ? If we do, we may be sure we
have not a royal spirit, but an ignoble one.—For-
ward.

THE FARMER BOY.

¢ It is undeniable that the farmer boy possesses
some advantages over the city lad, which often
prove to be decisive. One of these is the early
scquisition of habits of industry;another is appre-
ciation of the value of money,

The farmer-boy does not consider himeelf too
good for any kind of honest labor. The lesson
which is moststrongly impressed upon him is that
loitering or idleness means failure. Asa bu-i-
rcessman he is liable to go to extremes in over-
work. He isa plodder all his days.

That means safe success,in and to whatever he
is applied, commercial life or professional. If he
have fine talents, his plodding habits enable him
to get the best of the advantage. The men who
win and hold distinction are always men of un-
tiring industry.”—The Interior.

¢“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way ? By taking heed according to Thy Word.’”

“I love them that love me, and they thab
seek Me early shall find Me.”

WHILE YOU ARE GROWING.

Growing girlsand boys do not always appreci-
ate that it is while they are growing they are
forming tbeir figures for after life. Drooping the
shoulder a little more every day, drooping the
head as one walks, standing unevenly, so that one
hip sinks lower than the other-—all these defects,
easily corrected now, will be five times as hard in
five years, and twenty-five timesas Dhard in ¢on
years. A graceful, easy carriage, and an ere.s,
straight figure are a pleasure to beholder and pos-
sessor, and are worth striving for.

An easy way to practice walking well is'to star
out right. Just before yon leave the house walk
up to the wall, and see that your toes, chest and
nose touch it at once ; then in that attitude walk
uway. Keep your head up and your ohest out,
and your shoulders and back will take care of
themaselves.

A Southern school-teacher used to instruct her
pupils to walk always as if trying to look over the
top of an imaginary carriage just in front of them.
It was good advice, for it kept the head raised.
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Don’t think these things are of no value. They
add to your health and your attractiveness, two
things to which everybody should pay heed.—Sel.

AT SCHOOL IN KOREA.

In Korea little girls do not go to the native
gzhools. The Xoreans do not believe in educat-
ing girls. The listle boys are sent to school, but
you would not think it resembled a school much.

The teacher is always an old man. He sits on
the floor, keeps his hat on his head, dressesin
white muslin, and smokes when ho feels like it.
He never walks about among the pupils, and it
is probable that little children in Korea are quite
as full of mischief as the children in other coun-
tries, and that many pranks are played in school.

The teacher keeps in his hand a long stick,
with which he hits the boys on the head when
he can reach the unruly ones.

In Korea the boys are anxious tolearn all
about China, which the Koreans believe is the
greatest nation on earth. They read Chinese
history, study Chinese geography and sciesice as
known to the Chinese.

The hair of the boys is never cut until they
are about twenty years of age. The hair is
braided and wound about the head.

Their trousers are very full, yards of white
muslin being used in making them; the coats are
blue, pink. or purple muslin.

Another peculiar custom ie that the boys come
to school without washing their hands or faces
or combing their bair,

It may save some crying in the morning, bus
who would want to be a Korean boy 2—Sel.

WHAT THE BOOX SAID.

Once upon a time,” a library book was over-
heard talking to a little boy who had just borrow-
ed it, The words seemed worth recording, and
here they are:

¢t Please don’t handle me with dirty hands. I
should feel ashamed when the next little boy bor-
rowed me.

 Or leave me out in the rain.
as children can catch cold.

‘“Or make marks on me with your pen or
pencil. It would spoil my looks.

“QOrlean on me with your elbows when you
are reading me. It hurts,

““Or open mec and lay me face down on the
table. You wouldn’t like to be treated so.

*“Or put in between my leaves a pencil or
anything thicker than a singlo sheet of paper. It
would strain my back.

‘“ Whenever you are through reading me, if
you are afraid of losing your place, don’t turn
down the corner of ono of my leaves, but have a
neat little bookmark to putin where you stopped,
and then close me and lay me down on my side,
so that I can have a good, comfortable rest.

¢ Remember that I want to visit a great many
other littlo boys after you are through with me.
Besides, I may mecet you again some day, and
you would be sorry to see me looking old, and
torn, and soiled. Help me to keep fresh and
clean and I will help you to be happy »

Books as well
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COUNTRY BOYS IN THE CITY.

ON. W, L. Strong, ex-mayor of New York
City, says :—Any young man who expects
o succeed in this city must come determined to
zely upon himself. He must not depend upon his
friends. He must bend every energy toward ac-
complishing what he sets out to do, and he must
be economical in respect to money, time, and
gtrength., He must have good principles and good
habits.

Y don’t think the place where the boy israised
bas much to do with i. The manner of the boy’s
rearing often has more. The country boy, as a
rule, has the advantage of having been made to
work. He is usually a poor boy, and his nerve
and muscle have usually been developed by ad-
versity. This may be the case with the city boy,
bub in many instances his early life has been too
eagy. His parents have pampered him. He does
not know the value of a dollar until he learns it
by experience after he has gone into business.”

A Hindu trader in India asked Pema, a native
Christian, * What do you pub on your face to
make it shine 802’ Pemaanswered, ¢ I don’t pub
anything on it.”? * Yes, you do,” said the trader.
¢ A1l you Christians do. I have seen it in Agra,
and in Abmedabad, and in Surat, and in Bom-
bay.” Pema laughed, and his happy face shone as
he said, 1’11 tell you what it is that makes my
face thine ; it is happiness in the heart. Jesus
gives me peace and joy.”

So many little boys and girls wish they were
big men and women, thinking then they would
be able to work for Jesus. They forget that He
needs children just as much as grown folk.—
Selected.

—

Tt is said that 10,000 of the young men who ap-
plied for admission into the United States Army
were refused papers hecause they were cigarette
smokers, and in consequence had ¢ the tobacco
heart.”?

« A schoolboy was asked to explan the for-
mation of dew. His answer was, ‘The earth
revolves on its axis every twenty-four hours, and
in consequence of the tremendous pace ab which
it travels it perspires freely. > ??

¢ Another boy when asked why the days were
longer in summer than in winter, answered that
the tendency was for bodies to expand by heat.
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A BRAVE'BOY.

SCENE FIRST.

¢ Well,”” gaid Unocle Tomni, as he stvod by his
nephew Bob, by the side of a gun for shooting tor-
pedoes from a war-ship, “ This is a ouriosity !’
Then he turned to a tar in blue who was showing
off the curiosity.

¢ Don’t you think so ?’? asked Uncle Tom. “‘Or
—or—do you get so used to it that familiarity
breeds contempt ?*?

The sailor laughed.
be despized.”

‘ Now, let me see! It’s this way,” declared
Uncle Tom. ‘ You say there's a torpeter inside
this gun ?”?

“Yes, sir.”?

¢ The gun is worked by compressed air. The
torpeter flies out, shoots down slantways into the
water, and keeps on shootin’ till it hits the vessel
aimed at, and then—there is a blow-up.”

‘¢ Yes, sir, that’s it, and I shouldn’t wané to be
there.?

“ That's it. Yousay this torpeter will go abous
eight hundred yards at the rate of twenfy-six
miles an hour 2’

¢ About that.”?

* You’ve got i, about that. An inch or two—
mile or two—doesn’t make much difference ; yes,
about that. Well, when the torpeter is travellin”
under water, what keeps it from rollin’ over?
You said it has four fins, and they keep it going
straight.”

““ Yes, sir.”

‘¢ And then you said there was a conirisance to
keep it going jest so deep ?”

¢ Yes, sir.”

¢‘Yarious contrivances to control it, I shounld
say ; but—but, when it hits something, say the
hull of a ship, no livin’ thing can control it. Woe
be to the ship thatishit by it! I don’t kunow as
there is any advice to begiven to a ship then.”

¢ But advice would have come in -wvell be-
fore then,” said yonng Bob Findlay, who had not
taken any part in the conversation bitherto, bus
had silensly contemplated the torpedo wonder be-
fore him, and silently had admired it.

“¢What's that, Bobbie ?” asked Uncle Tom.

¢ Why, to keep out of the way in the firsh
place.”

¢ Ha-ha-ha-ha !’ roared Uncle Tom, who was
very much impressed by this idea. ‘¢ Keep cut of
the way in the first place! A very good piece of
advice, boy, and it may be applied in many
ways.?

The two visitors thanked the sailor for bis ex-
planations, bade him gord-bye, and lefs the war-
ship quietly resting atanchor, like a sea-bird that
had folded its wings. floating on the water.

¢ No, sir! That is not to
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SCENE SECOND.

Bob and his uncle, when they were on their
way home, took a street that led them by a row
of bustling shops, and one was a public-house. It
had in its window several prominent rows of bot-
tlesreclining on shelves, their necks turned to-
wards the passers by and suggesting big pistols.

Unele Tom halted as he came to this window.
¢ Aliem !” he said ; he hesitated a moment, and
then moved toward the door. Bob was a teetotal-
er. What would a tcetotal champion do now?
What ought he to do? He was afraid he was now
doing anything but the right thing, yet felt that
he must do something. He rushed up to Uncle
Tom, who was entering the house. He pulled his
uncle’s coat-tall gently.

¢ What do you want, boy *”

“ Eh—ch, Uncle Tom, don’t you think those
torpedoes—those torpedoes—"

“Well, boy, wbat of the torpeters ?”

“Ifyou don’t want to get hit, you keep out of
the way.”’

“ Why, yes, boy ; ha-ha!” TUncle Tom began
tolaugh. ““Yes, boy, we settled that.’?

¢« T wouldn’t o in there. You wouldn’t advise
me to do it ; for there’s a torpedo in that public-
house.”

Uncle Tom did not know how to take this ad-
vice which had been so boldly given. He blashed,
conghed, ran his band through his bushy whis-
kers, coughed again, and backed out from the
doorway, and slowly walked away.

Nota word passed between Bob and his uncle
all the way home. Bob did not know whether
his uncle was angry or not. Bob was only a vis-
itor and did not want to do anything that would
bring upon him his uncle’s displeasure ; but this
thing he felt that he must do and take the conse-
quences.

That night Uncle Tom bad a dream. It seem-
ed to him as if he were walking the street leading
to the pubiic-house with its pistol-like hottles.
He stopped ; he glanced at the window ; he mov-
ed toward the door ; he entered and was about to
step up to the dirty bar, when suddenly hecaught
sight of something black coming toward him.

It was something black and something big! It
was pointed at the end ! It came closer this aw-
ful thing. Then be saw this awful word on it:
* Der-i-n-k 1'? Suddenly be heard a boy’s voice ;
it was Bob’s, and he shouted :

“ There’s a tor-pe-do coming ! Look out! Get
out of the way ! get out of the way—" ,

Then Uncle Tom los the sound of Bob’s voice
in the roar of an awful explosion, and awoke! He
was in a cold sweat; he was sitting up in bed,
staring into the dark. 1lis whole frame shook ;
his heart beat violently.

' That is an amazin’ narrow escape!’? groaned
Uacle Tom. **Where’sthe boy ? I heardhimeallin.’
I hope he isn’t blowed up, too. I'll go and see.”
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He groped his way to Bob’s bed. He gently laid
his hand upon Bob's head. Bob was there.

¢ Thank God !” whispered Uncle Tom. ¢ Bob’s
safe, and I'm safe, and, God Lelpin’ me, I’ll never
touch a drop of liquor again. I’ll keep out of the
way of torpeters.”—>Messenger for the Children.

THE CRUTCHES WE DO NOT SEE.

HILE taking a walking trip one
day, ayoung man saw a darkey
sitting in » chair in his little
garden, hoeing. ¢ Well !”" said
the young man to himself,
““if there isn’t a case of monu-
mental laziness, I never saw
one !’ But as he passed, look-
ing back at the darkey with
an amused smile, a sudden

change came over his face; for there, lying on

the ground by the old man’s side, was a pair of
crutches.

What a complete and sudden reversal of judg-
ment took place in that young man’s mind!
How utterly his estimate of the poor toiler was
changed! The very circumstances that had just
made the pitiful figare secem ridiculous, now made
it seem heroic. One touch—that pair of crutches
—changed the whole picture.

Here was a striking example of the unfairness
of hasty judgments. If the young man had rot
given that backward glance that revealed to him
both sides of the picture, he would have gone
away with the amused and contemptuous impres-
sion that he had found the laziest man in exist-
ence, and he would have told the story far and
wide, until his falso judgment became the false
conviction of hundreds.

Alas! how many hasty, unjust judgments are
thus formed and spread! We see one phase, or
one side, of some human picture, and e:timating
the whole from that, urge our impression upon
others, until the world falsely condemns what
God sees to be only good and beautiful and
worthy. It isacruel fault, this of hasty judg-
ment.

How it wounds and gricves the one who is so
summarily misjudged! How it pains and de-
presses those who are unwillingly brought to
your way of thinking, because they suppose
that your testimony is just and adequate !

May God keep us from thus jumping to con-
clusions about our brothers and sisters. How
much better and kinder it is to suspend judg-
ment until we haveseen both sides-of the picture.
Many and many a time, be sure, thero is some-
thing in the background that changes tho whole
meaning of what our first glance conveys to us.
Let us wait until we have seea, at least, all that
human eyes my see, before we pronounce judg-
ment upon any child of God.




1900

BROWNIE IN UNDERLAND—CHAPD. V.

Would you like to know what you would hear
and see if you were in China ? Read *¢ Brownie in
Underland.” One of our missio-aries there has
written this pretty fable for your KEcorp, to pic-
ture to you Chineselife. In the previous chapters
hetells of a Canadian Brownie taking a short cub
to China right through the earth. As if there
were a small passage between a spring in Canada
and a well in China, Brownie jumps into the
spring an down the narrow passage where the
water comes up, until in & little while he comes
up in a welln China, He has some strange ad-
ventures, all showing Chinese life, until he meets
with Mr. Jos, an old man whom one of our mis-
sionaries cured of blindness, and who is now a
Christian. Mr. Joe tells Brownie his own history
and in this chapter takes him to a restaurant and
teaches us 2 good deal ebout Chinese food and
eating. The long story referred toin the first
line, is Mr. Joe’s own history.—EDITOR.

After listening to his long story, Brownie was
beginning to feel very hungry,so kind Mr. Joe
took him into a restaurant and ordered dinner for
two.

Yon see they have restaurants in Underland as
well as in Upperland, for whatever the color of a
man’s skin may be, his blood is sure to be red,
and if he does not eat, his blood-supply will begin
to fail, and even a yellow man will get pale.

Outside the door were hanging several skeletons
of some animal. Now Brownie had often seen
carcases hung up hefore butchers’ shops at home,
but skeletons never, and he could not tell to what
animal they had once belonged. The meat had
all been picked off by the proprietor, but several
blue flies were still rejoicing in the bits which had
been left in the corners.

Brownie bad heard that the Underlanders were
fond of dog-meat, and thought that the skeletons
might once have be'onged to dogs. In fact several
dirty ones were nosing about with a sorrowful air,
as if they thought their turn might come next.

One of them noticing Brownie set up o terrific
howl, for he smelt that he was not an Under-
lander. But one of the waiters soon made him
change his tune by throwing some hot water on
him and sending him yelping away. Thatis a
connmon practice in Underland. Isit not cruel to
treat a dog so? But there is a great deal of
cruelty in Underland to hoth man and beast, and
the ouly thing thas will change their cruelty is
the (iospel.

The waiter shewed them up stairs, for this was
a stylish place and better than the common shops.
“Here you are, gentlemen,” said the waiter, as
he flirted o dirty rag off his shoulder and pre-
tended to wipe the table.

This was a part of his duty whick he vever
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failed to carry out. Only he had’nt washed his
rag since New Years, and So the rubbing was a
matter of form

““Your Excellencies will have something hot
first 2’ gaid the waiter. ‘‘No thank you,”’ said
Mr. Joe, ¢‘ the Upperlanders do not drink wine.’”
You see that it is the Chinese practice to drink
wine warmed up, and Mr. Joe refused wine, so as
to spare Brownie’s feelings. All the Upperlanders
Mr. Joe ever saw were missionaries and they
never drank wine, and thus be thought that no
Upperlanders ever drank wine. In this he was
sadly mistaken, as you know quite well.

As they were waiting for the food to be pre-
pared, a little scorpion left his dark corner and
came out fora walk with his tail armed with a
sting beld up in the air. ‘“ Oh, what is that?’"
cried Brownie. *‘ That is a Scorpion.” “‘Can it
sting??  “‘Ves!” ‘“Like a bee?” “Oh a
great deal worse than a bee, or even a wasp.”
And with that Mr. Joe tramped the life out of
lgim, 80 that he would not go round burting little

0y3.

As they waited there was something on Brow-
nie’s mind which greatly troubled him. At last
be could contain himself no longer., ¢* Now, Mr.
Joe, I do not want any of that dog-meat which
came off the bones hung up in front. Please do
not order any for me !”” Mr. Joe burst out into
a hearty laugh. *‘\Why thcse are the bones of
sheep 1’7 ¢‘Q, is that so,” said Brownie, feeling
much relieved. ¢ Did you never see the skeleton
of a sheep in Upperland,” said Mr. Joe.

Now in Upperland skeletons are not found
except in museams, and Brownie, though he had
seen the skeleton of a man in one, had never seen
the skeleton of a sheep or dog. If he kad told Mr.
Joe about the man’s boues, it would be Mr,
Joe's turn to be surprised. For he had never
seen the skeleton of & man, and he would have
asked : *“ Did they pick off all the flesh and eas it
just as we do the sheev’s? ??

Brownie wou!d have found it hard to explain
why the prople had such a groesome object on
exhibition, for the Underlanders fully believe
that the eyes and heartsare good for medicine and
that the Uplanders keep up the supply by mur-
dering men and habies. Some of them think that
our cellar is for storing away pickled babies, just
as your dear mawa stores away her winter supply
of preserved fruit in glass jars. Happily Mr Joe
did not know ahout the human skeletons, or his
faith in good Dr. Shih might have been shaken.

Although Browuie's mind was relieved of the
fear of dogs for breakfast, there was still another
thing troubling him. He felt Mr. Joe would not
be offended if be asked bim about it. ** Is it true,
Mr. Joe, that you people eat rats, for that is what
I have heard in Upperland 2? ¢ Well, well, what
queer ideas you folks must have of us poor Under-
landers. No, we are not fond of rats. I never
sawanyone eab mts. Do they eat rats in your
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honorable country ?? This was turning the
tables with a vengance, and Brownie was glad to
change the subject.

The waiter bad laid two pairs of chopsticks on
the table. Brownie wondered if these bits of
wood about the size and shape of lead pencils
were used by the Underlanders for toothpicks,
but a3 he did not want to make any mistakes he
held his peace und waited to see how his friend
would use them.

Presently in came the waiter with a lot of bowls
and sauers on a tray. These contained the steam-
ing food. One was chicken, another was egg-soup,
and another was millet. This last is canary-seed,
which the people here eat themselves and feed to
their animals.  Joe explained that usunally the
restaurant would pot prepare such common food
as millet, but on this occasion they had done so
out of respect for an old customer like himself.

The only thing like bread was a platter of some-
thing made of flour in the shape of tea-cups.
Brownie tasted one, but it did not seem like
bread. In the saucers were pork, carrots, salt and
‘vinegar.

Mr Joe now seized the chopsticks in one band,
and directing Brownie to do 1be same began help-
ing himself. But not till be bad said Grace.
Brownie tovk the chopsticks up, but they would
not stay in position. When he reached out to nip
something between the ends, one of the sticks
was sure to wobble and the food would slip out
into the dish.

‘¢ I see you are not used to chopsticks,” said Mr.
Joe, deftly nipping up a bit of carrot and whip-
ping itinto his mouth. ¢‘Do you Upperlanders
not use tuem?’’> “ Why, no. Weuse knivesand
forks.”

‘ How funny! WE make the cook doall the
carving, and forks are only used by the farmer’s
boy when he goes out on the road to pick up some-
thing to put on his fields. Waiter, bring up my
friend & spoon.”

Brownie wa3 glad to lay the uncertain sticks
down, and he found the spoons very much better.
‘“Ain’t this pork fine?”? said Mr., Joe. “I'd
rather have beef,”? said Brownie. “ We Under-
1aumlars bave » prejudice againss eating beef,’” said
Ar Joe, “Hecawse cowe and cxen are sc useful for
tilling our land, that it seems ungrateful to kill
them and eat their flesh ; but if they die a natural
death, or from a disease, of course we eat the
meat.” .

Brownie was horrified to hear him talk of eat-
ing diseased wweur, but did nov say anything for
fear of offending his feelings. ¢‘But it is not
always safe to eat such meat,” Mr. Joe continued,
““one of our brightest Christians died of eating
horse flesh.”

Brownie was not making a very hearty meal,
for there was no milk or bread and butter
and these were what he liked most when at home.
He almost felt sorry that ho bad left home to

come to such an outlandish place as Under-
land.

Mr, Joe explained that this was only common
food, and not what they would have if they had
ordered up a feast. Then they might have had
many rare and curious dishes such as you have
heard of. Then Mr. Joe gave a list of the dishes
the Mayor had provided at s feast in honor of the
Governor,

1. Birds? Nest Soup.
3. Cassia mushrooms. 4. Crabs and sharks’
fins. 5. Roast chicken and ham. 6. Pigeons’
eggs. 7. Boiled quail. 8. Fried Marine Delica-
cies. 9. Fish gills. 10. Larded quails. 11. Sliced
teal. 12. Peking mushrooms. 13. Winter
mushrooms, 14. Roast fowl, 15. Beche-de-Mer.
16. Sliced pigeon. 17. Macaroni.

The mere telling over of the list made him
smack his lips, but our little friend had listened
in vain forany sign that they had milk or butter,
¢“Say, Mr. Joe, do they not drink milk, and have
butter on their cakes?’ *‘Oh no, the calf gets
all the milk, and we do not know how to make
butter even if we had milk. Say, waiter ! fetch
me that foreign tin I gave you the other day.”
And the tin was brought, and Brownie asked to
read the foreign letters. The words were as fol- "
lows: Busck junr. & Comp. Proprietors the Scan-
dinavian Preserved Butter Company, Copen-
hagen, Denmark. Choicest quality, full weight.

When it appeared that some one was able to
read the foreign words, all the customers and
waiters had crowded round to hear the wonderful
sounds. Their respect for Brownie rose high
when they heard him say them off. ¢ Where did
you geb this, Mr. Joe ?” asked Brownie. ‘‘Igob
it from good Dr. Shih, who cured my eyes.”

In the middle of the tin lid on which the label
was pasted there was a picture of a cow bearing
a shield on her side with the letters B. j. & Co.
To the Underlanders this seemed a strange thing
growing on her side. ‘Do all your cows have
that on their sides ?? Brownie explained that it
was only an advertisement. He had some diffi-
culty in making them understand what butter
was.

Mr. Joe then told a story about butter. Pros-
perous Virtue, ons of tho Underland Christians,
had, of course, never seen butter, till one day the
missionary at the inn bad a tin opened at dinnex-
time. The name for ¢ butter,” given to it by
foreigners in Underland, is YELLOW OIL.
Prosperous Virtue could not read himself, but he
had heard that John the Baptist ate locusts and
wild honey. Now the word for ¢ locusts?” i:
YELLOW insects. So he concluded that the
missionary’s food was also Yellow insects, the
same as John the Baptist !

Aot S YRy

2. Stewed shell-fish.
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