o 50 AL Gl

Sabbath Sthool Publications
Pregbylerian Church i Canada

Roo R Douglas Fraser
lbhor-§ Bustuess D
Clonjederation Life Building Gotonto

ise_mention “The Teachers Monthly” when writing advertisers




Toronto Conservatory of Music

SIR J. A, BOYD, K.C.M.G.. President. DR. EDWARD FISHER, Musical Director.
I

Affiliated with the University of Toronto,
students prepered for the Concert Field, the Drawing Room, and for the Profession of Teaching

RESIDENCE FOR YOUNG LADIES
SCHOOL OF LITERATURE AND EXPRESSION

Mis, INEZ NICHOLSON-CUTTER, Principal.

WRITE FOR CALENDARS

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

Paid-up Capital, $8,700,000 «  Rest, $3,000,000,
HEAD OFFICE - TORONTO

| HON. GEO. A. COX, President
| ROBERT KILGOUR, Vice-President.
B. E. WALKER, General Manager. ALEX. LAIRD, Asst, Gen’l Manager,

London, England, Office—60 Lombard Street, E.C. i
S. CAMERON ALEXANDER, Manager,

New York Agency—16 Exchange Place.
WM, GRAY AND H, B. WALKER, Agents.

in Canada, the United S
116 Branches 5.5, the Taiad fiape

A general Banking Business transacted.

TRAVELLERS’ LETTERS OF CREDIT
These Letters of Credit are issued for the use of travellers and tourists, and may
| be obtained available in every part of the world. They form the most convenient
method of providing money when travelling, as the holder can draw whatever sum
he requires, when needed, without risk or difficulty.
\ Full particulars may be obtained on application at any office of the Bank.

Please mention “ The Teachers Monthly ” when writing advertisers.




G)
&
D)
(&)
z
x
o
w
| B2
1<
: .
o
40
= 14
a
- ke
gV
<
$0
2
T
z
<
I
B




THE KINGDOMS N ()
4
or o
JUDAH AND ISRAEL (e
ENGLISR MILES 9 |
s (7 £ o Be
Ve Okl
J Abdon  Husor:
p < 4
St — 3
Accho
IS A
&u°\
WL Carmel & [ e
w ( 7 -
{ ),
. t, T
| B i
& o~
u L)
< o S
| Nahr Tokanderineh s »
| 8
‘ [ My T e 5>
l Narr ot 5 )
0 3 ”
| & » k&w -
| ' Gy o,
Nahr oA o IRe o o
“; & Joppa, Ngehed """:" WA Ja H
s el -
B fuse
s N ; 0
m o
| & od
Askdion/ & N o
9,
g Lot Y
o P e
/ 3 1% A [«
e ¥ oo ) It b
%
& g ';"
v el &,
»'
0
Ps /i %
of ) N %
P

"u
<
4 '
;' = us @
it ARAM/OR 8 A |
on Prarpis 1
Geshur?
Maac b
|
a =]
thejair "

“Reference lo Tribes.

N ASHER

2 BENJAMIN
8 DAN

4 EPHRAIM
5 GAD

6 ISSACHAR

L.L.PON

7 JUDAH

8 MANASSEH
9 NAPHTAL!
10 REUBEN
11 SIMEON
12 ZEBULUN

2,

ENGR,, WY




/

The

Teachers Month

Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, M.A., Editor
Rev. J. M, Duncan, B.D., Associate Editor

Vol. X.
TO OUR READERS

ﬁTh- Teachers MontaLy will shortly
/ae'glﬂete its tenth gear of publication.

STANDING

It early gained, and has always kept the
confidence of the Sabbath School teachers
and of the church ; and its present large cir-
culation and wide popularity are the result.
The treatment of the Lessons has been recog-
nized as “true to the truth”’, bright, strong,
clear, untechnical, and helpful ;and ““ in touch
with the teacher ”, may be truly said of the
contributions to its editorial columns. Not
often have more valuable expert articles ap-
peared than the series by the late Principal
MacVicar, by Professor Walter C. Murray
and by Dr. Frederick Tracy.

Size

The Teacuers MonTHLY began with 32
pages per month. The number has been in-
creased from time to time. It has for the
past four years been never less than 40, often
44 or more. Nor is there yet sufficient room.
Further space is required, especially for the
materials for the new Supplemental Course,
and for the discussion of methods and of the
great problems of the Sunday School field.
We want our teachers to know what others
are thinking about and doing, in order that
they may themselves be the more thoroughly
masters of their work.

This increase of space we propose to make,
beginning with the November issue.

Price

With its 32 pages per month, the subserip-
tion price of the TEACHERS MoONTHLY was
set at 40c. a year in clubs of 5 or more (50c.
to single subscribers). The price has remained
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the same, notwithstanding the increase in the
number of the pages, and the heavy ad-
vances in the cost of paper, printing, postage
and labor. It is now proposed to increase
the price by 10c. a year, making it 50c. in
clubs of 2 or more (60c. for single copies).
It will be noticed that the number necessary
to secure the club rate has been reduced from
5 to 2. This will be of advantage to the very
small schools and to neighbors who may wish
to subscribe. At the new price the TEACHERS
MonTHLY is still cheaper than many similar
publications, and as cheap as any.

The reasonableness of this increase of price,
it is believed, will be at once evident, in con-
sideration of the larger space given, and of
the increases in cost of production. The
change, it will be understood also, does not ap-
ply to any of our other Lesson Helps, or
Papers, but to the TEACHERS MoNTHLY only.
The prices of the others remain the same as
before.

To BeGIN

The new price for the TEAcHERS MONTHLY
will begin with the November issue. All
subseriptions for the November issue and
onward will be at the new rate.

e

We wish our Sabbath Schools to take as
full advantage as possible of AN ATTRACTIVE
Orrer made in our last issue, and here re-
peated. Already a large number of Schools
have sent in their requests. The “offer is as
follows : — Tue TeacHeErs MonTHLY, EAsT
Anp West, Tue King’s Own, and JEWELS,
will be sent* FREE for any two months before
the close of the year, and Tue Home Stupy
QUARTERLY, PRIMARY QUARTEPLY, Home
Srupy LearLer, and PriMary LearLer for
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the whole quarter, to any school not now
using them and in any quantities required
for the classes. Please write promptly, stat-
ing which publication or publications you
desire and the number required.
e
THE DIVINE LAW OF HUMILITY
By Rev. John A. Clark, Bl

It was at a dinner-table. Among the
guests were men who were anxious to im-
press upon others their own social distinction
by taking the most honored places at the
table. Christ observed them and spoke
some plain words about self-exaltation.
“ Whosoever,” He said, “ exalteth himself
shall be abased ; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted.”

St. Luke calls our Lord’s words a parable.
One wonders why. They read like a good,
common-sense piece of advice as to how to
behave at a wedding, or any important
social gathering. * When thou art bidden
of any man to a wedding, sit not down in
the highest room ; lest a more honorable
man than thou be bidden of him ; and he
that bade thee and him come and say to
thee, Give this man place ; and thou begin
with shame to take the lowest seat. But
wher. thou art bidden, go and sit down in
the lowest room ; that when he that bade
thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend,
go up higher : then shalt thou have worship
in the presence of them that sit at meat
with thee.” Here surely is good counsel.
The fact is, that long-headed men act just
in this way, and many a man has greatly
honored himself by a judicious humility.

But is this what our Lord meant ? Does
He say, ‘“ The way to get honor is to be
modest and self-depreciating ?”’  You and
I feel that after all we would rather be the
man who was frankly self-seeking, than he
who was furtively self-seeking. Our Lord’s
words do not teach us this, but are a parable
and contain something not on the surface.

Our Lord here declares a law of life, a law
of God’s kingdom, that every ong recognizes,
that is seen everywhere. The commonest
dinner-table reveals it. Children know its
meaning and truth as well as adults. Let
one child be selfish and grasping and con-

The Divine Law of Humility

ceited, and the other children feel that he
should be humiliated. Let him be hurt
or disgraced, and they will say it serves
him right. It is their way of saying, “ Who-
soever exalteth himself shall be abased.”

This law cannot be obeyed, however, by
a seeming obedience. To choose the lowest
seat, to appear to be lowly-minded, just
because we are so self-seeking, is not humil-
ity. What is required is a real humility.
Not merely a sitting-down in the lowest
geat, but a sincere recognition of that as
our true place. Not a humbling of oneself
that one may be exalted, but a self-deprecia-
tion that is an honest manifestation of our
sense of unworthiness. This is the teaching
of our Lord’s parable. His advice about
behavior at a dinner-table is only the gloss.
Through it He shows us the universal law
of humility.

« Give me the lowest place ; or if for me
Tbatllowest place too high, make one more
ow
Where I may sit and see
My God, and love Thee so0.”

Calgary, Alberta

b3
WRITING HIS NAMF}‘”

A poor old negro woman, suffering from
a painful, incurable disease, longed for re-
lease. She resolved to spend the whole of
one night, asking the Lord why He did not
take her to the heavenly home, where pain
and sickness never come. In the morning,
she said, with a shining face, that she knew
now the reason why she was being left on
earth. The Lord had told her that He
wanted her to stay and  write His name.”

For some time longer she lived, and no
complaint about the delay of her home-going
crossed her lips. She was busy every day
writing her Lord’s name in loving words
and kindly deeds.

What a different world this would become,
if it should see shining through the speech
and actions of every disciple, the name, the
gracious and loving character of the Master !
We cannot estimate how great an impression
would thus be made, or how many would
be won to Christ by the beauty of these
Christian lives.

We can write His name wherever we are




Minutes for Missions

and whatever our calling may be. On the
simple, every-day ministries of the home, on
the drudgery of the workshop and office,
on all our intercourse with others, we can
inseribe that holy name.

It may be that our writing of the namo
is very imperfect. It is like the rude serawl
of children just beginning to use the pen.
But all the children need is practice to
become skilful penmen. And even so hy
daily -effort we shall learn to write in fair
and shapely characters the name of names,

e
MINUTES FOR MISSIONS

“ A Question on Missions, with its Answer,
each Sabbath” is one item of the Supple-
mental Course recommended by our General
Assembly, and to begin with the New Year
of 1905. The intention is that it shall be
dealt with by the teacher in the class, or
by the superintendent from the desk, or in
both ways. Two or three minutes will suffice,
Here is what one school is already doing,
and very admirable the method is, The

details are given by Rev. Mr. Gracey, the
minister, and in response of a request by the
Editors of the Teacuers MoNTHLY to Mr,
Linklater, the superintendent, for an account
of his method :—

Gananoque, Ont,

Dear Epirors,—I understand that you
wish some account of the method pursued
in St. Andrew’s Sabbath School here with
reference to Foreign Missions,

Our superintendent, Mr. J. C. Linklater,
the Principal of the Model School in this
town, is himself much interested in the For-
eign Mission work of our church, and very
well acquainted with it. Some eighteen
months ago he began giving short talks to
the Sunday School on our mission fields
and missionaries. He devotes just five
minutes to this subject, as part of the opening
exercises. He prepares carefully, and by a
judicious use of maps and blackboard, which
he can use with great facility, being so famil-
iar with them in his work in the public
schools, he gives a great deal of information
within the time limit of five minutes, He
has also prepared and used diagrams which
appeal to the eye, indicating the comparative
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numbers of heathen and Christians, in the
world and in different heathen countries,
such as China and India.

He has asked for answers to such a question
a8 this, “ Why should we send missionaries,
or the gospel, to the heathen ?” The
nnswers handed in by the scholars, prepared
largely by themselves, were very interesting,
and some of them quite original. These
replies are read to the school and prove an
interesting and profitable part of our opening
program,

As a means also of giving practical effect
to the interest thus awakened in the missions
of our church, the 8. S. collection on the
first Sunday of every month is devoted to
missions, and this is regularly intimated.
Since this plan was adopted, I think the
collection on the first Sunday has always
been considerably the largest for the month.

I attend our Sunday School regularly my-
self, and have heard all, or nearly all, Mr.
Linklater’s talks on the missions of our
church. 1 appreciate them very highly
and consider them a very valuable part of
our Sunday School program. Without in-
terfering at all with the regular work of the
school, they give a great deal of information
about this important part of our church’s
work.

I am yoursy very truly, ),7 4
&d H. Gragey. " a
e 7

LEARNING AND ITS MOTIVES
By Frederick Tracy, B.A., Ph.D.

The word ““ motive "is sometimes used in
n very broad sense, to mean anything what-
ever that leads to an action. The feeling
of thirst that impels a horse toward the
watering trough, is, in this broad sense, a
motive ; as is also the sight of any simple
movement, that leads a little child to imitate
that movement. In the more accurate
sense, a motive is always the thought of an
end or purpose which the person has in view,
and which he is tryiug to realize in his action.
In other words, a true motive is not merely
the cause, but the reason ; not merely the
force that impels, but the end that invites,
to action. Hence a genuine motive is always
conceived by the mind, and carried out freely
by the will.
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We must remember that

THE ACTIONS OF LITTLE CHILDREN
are controlled more by causes than by rea-
sons ; more by feelings that impel than by
ends that invite. We must remember that
real progress is marked by a constunt in-
crease in the influence exerted by reasons
over conduct. And again we must remember
that even among reasons, there are some
that are more worthy than others. It is
the teacher’s business, therefore, to seek
to secure in his pupil the dominance of
reasons over causes, and the dominance of
the more worthy reasons over the less
worthy ones.

If a child applies himself to the learning
of a lesson, there is always some cause, or
some reason, or combination of

CAUSES AND REASONS

for that application. These causes and
reasons, taken together, may be arranged
in five groups, as follows :—(1) Imitation,
(2) Interest, (3) Approbation, (4) Utility,
(5) Character.

In the first place, every child tends to
do what he sees done by others. The infant
who sits gravely holding a newspaper before
his face, furnishes a good illustration. This

TENDENCY TO IMITATE

others is a powerful factor in all education.
At first it is reflex in its nature ; the child
simply doing what he sees done, without
any special intention to do so. Later on
he imitates on purpose ; and then his imita-
tion arises from a real motive, though the
model he copies may or may not be a good
one. Most children are extremely indis-
criminating in their imitations. They copy
the thing that happens to be presented,
without any serutiny of its worth. Hence
the importance of presenting only good
models for their imitation. ‘As their in-
telligence develops, we may add precept to
example, and give positive instruction
regarding the sort of models they ought to
imitate.

In the second place, every child

1S INTERESTED

in something. Without native interests,

he would be below the level of the beasts
and incapable of education. Moreover, in

spite of the variety of individual interests,
there are some things in which practically
all children are interested. .. story well
told scarcely ever fails to interest the average
child. These native interests of the pupil
should be made the point of departure for
his instruction, and should be used as the
first lever by which to move his will and
sacure diligent application.

In the third place, very few children are
indifferent to the opinions of others. Like
adults, they appreciate applause and dis-
like censure ; especially when it comes from
persons  for whom they entertain deep
respect. The

APPROVAL
of parents and teachers, therefore, makes
one of the strongest motive-forces to study,
and can be used, within proper limits, as
a wholesome incentive to diligence in in-
tellectual work.

In the fourth place, few persons can live
in an age like the present, and fail to become
impressed with

THE USEFULNESS OF LEARNING.
It is not easy, even for the teacher himself,
to prevent this motive from occupying more
than its legitimate place in his thought and
life. In face, a large part of the problems
that confronts every C! ristian teacher, is
precisely this, to convince himself and his
pupils, that life is more than getting a liv-
ing; or, in the Master’s words, that “a
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesseth.”

This brings us to the fifth and final mo-
tive, that of

CHARACTER.
I say “final” because there can be no
higher or more worthy motive in learning,
than to attain to the highest form of char-
acter. In the fullness of its meaning it will
not be easily comprehended by the child,
nor indeed by the teacher ; yet it must be
before us as the aim of all our efforts, if we
are to do our work in the Master’s spirit,
and according to the Master’s plan. That
all our teaching and all our learning, as
well as everything else that we do, is per-
fectly done only when it is done in this
spirit, and with this final end in view, is a
conviction that must take possession of our
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minds, if we are ever to become master-
workmen in our high ecalling.
University of Toronto

=

Now is the time to form classes for the
Teacher Training Course.  The third year is
just beginning. The Course has been good
from the first ; it is now better than ever.
The opening Iessons in the Department of
Seripture will be found on pages 441 to 443
of the present issue, and in that of Doctrine
under the heading of the Catechism in con-
nection with each Sabbath School Lesson.
InThe Art of Teaching, Professor Murray's
Handbook, From One to Twenty-One, (now
ready) and Dr. Tracy’s, Sabbath School
Methods (ready in December) will be used ;
price 10c. each. Order from this Office.

T
Our Publications

Lesson Helps
THE TEACHERS MONTHLY—44 t0 52

pages a wonth,
e, each

20¢. & year; 5 OF more toone M(ln-a» 10¢. eac! h
Largely used also in the Home Department.

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—A D) 1-um-andm|mwlng
for each lesson : 20c. yearly : 5 or more, 10c. el

THE HOME STUDY LEAFLET—Each Imxnnlllunxmu-d
5 or more to one address, 5¢, each & year.
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for om'h lesson ; 5 or more to one address, be. each

The Supplemental Course mll b( given inthe Quarterlies
and Ila}gh beginning with 190

Illustrated Pnpor-

Fu'r AND WesT—A Paper for Young Canadians—
Treats Y Voung People's topic ;
sions ;

articles on our own Mis-
75¢ n )ear. 2 or more to one address, Hc,
May begin at any date,

JWN (('nuun\ung The Children's Record
~For !h(‘ Boysand Girls ; every week,andhandsomely

Bible Dictionary for

Aa’-ron. Theelder brother of Moses, and
the first high priest of Israel.

A-ba’-na. Probably the more important
oi the two rivers of Damascus, being men-
tioned first hy Naaman,

A’-haz. King of Judah, 742 to 726 B.C.:
an idolater, 2 Kgs. 16 : 3

A’-haz-i’-ah, ng of Israel for two
vears, beginning to reign 885 B.C.

: A’-mon The fmher of Isaiah the prophet,
s 1:1,

A’-saph.. A Levite of David’s time, to
whom are attributed Psalms 50 and 73 to 83,

As-sy’-r<ia. A country on the Tigris.
For 700 years after 1300 B, C. it was the lead-
ing power in the East.

illustrated : single copies, 40c. a year : 5

one address, . each : months not broken.
JEWEILS—For the Little Ones: every week, hand-

somely illustrated : single copies, 30¢. a year; 5 or
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Ath’-al-i’-ah. The wife
of Judah, a daughter of AWa

Ba’-al. A sun-god, the centre of whose
worship was in Pheenicia,  When Ahab
married Jezebel, a princess of Sidon, his
worship almost supplamed that of Jehovah
in Israel.

Car’-mel. A range of hills terminating
in the promontory which jute ont into the
Mediterranean, and forms the southern
boundary of the Bay of Acre.

Dam-as’-cus. A very ancient city in
Syria. It has always been a great trade
centre, and is famous in Bible history.

Da’-vid. Son of Jesse, and second king
of Israel,

PIY2% o
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Do’-than. A town not far from Shechem
and Samaria, where Elisha was besieged by
the Syrians and miraculously delivered. -

-gypt. The famous country in the val-
ley of the Nile where the Israclites were in
bhondage.

Eli’-jah. One of the greatest of the
l»rnp\n-ls, born perhaps at Tishbeh in Gali-

ee. but a dweller in Gilea

El.i’-sha. The successor of Elijali in the
prophetic office.

Eph/-ra-im. The chief tribe of the North-
ern Kingdom, descended from the younger
con of Joseph, Its name i« sometimes given
to the \\'hn‘v kingdom.

Gad. A prophet and historian of David’s

e,

Gal’-il-ee. The northern-most portion of
Palestine ; also the name of a lake in that
region.

Ge-ha’-zi. The servant of Elisha.

Go-mor’-rah, One of the cities of the
plain destroyed in the days of Abraham,
Gen. 19: 24, ¥5.

Go’-zan. A town and distriet in Meso-
potamia whither the Israclites were carried
captive.

a’-bor. The present river Khabour, a
branch of the Euphirates from the north.

Ha’-lah. A district on the Euphrates in
northern Mesopotamia.

Hez’-ek-i/-ah. Son of Ahaz. He was
king of Judah from 726 1o 697 B.C.

Ho-she’-a. The last king of the Northern
Kingdom : from 730 to 722 B.C.

I.sai’-ah. A prophet of Judah, from
about 740 to 700 B.C.

Is’-ra-el. The name given to all the de-
scendants of Jacob, and also confined to the
tribes which acted inde sendently of Judah.

Je-hoi’-a-da. The high priest who planned
and snccessfully executed the revolt against
Athaliah which placed Joash on the throne.

Je-hosh’-e-ba. The wife of Jehoiada, and
aunt of Joash, whose life she saved from
Athaliah,

Jer’-ich-0. An important city in the Jor-
dan valley, not far from the Dead Sea.

Bible Dictionary

Je.ru’-sa-lem. The capital of Judah,

Jo’-ash or Je-ho’-ash. King of Judah
878 to 842 B.C. See under Jehoidn,

Jo’-ram. Or Jehoram, son of Ahab, and
king of Israel 897 to 884 B.C,

Jor’-dan. The well-known river flowing
from the north of Palestine to the Dend Sen,

Jo’-tham. One of the four kin wof Judah
in whose reigns Isaiah prnpln-uivﬁ.

Ju’-dah. At first the descendants of
Jacob's fourth son; then the kingdom
formed of the two tribes, Judah and Ben-
jamin, which remained loyal to Rehoboam.

Le’-vites. The descendants of Levi, son
of Jacob. They were charged with the eare
of the sanctuary.

Medes. The inhabitants of Medin, n coun-
try lving south of the Caspinn Sen,

Mid’-ian. A sonof Abrahum by Keturah,
and the tribe descended from hin,

Na’-am-an. The Svrian general who was
a leper and was healed by Elisln,

aph’-tal-i. The tribe descended from
Jacob's sixth son, Their territory lay in
northern Galilee.

Na’-than. A noted prophet in the reigns
of David and Solomon.

Pha’-raoh. A general title for the sov-
ereign of Egvpt.

Phar/-par. Probably the less important
of the two rivers of Damascus, See Abana.

Sa-ma’-ri-a. A city built by Omri, king
of Israel ; the capital of Isracl,

Shu/-namm-ite. A woman of 8hunem,
whose son Elisha raised from the dead.

Sod’-om. One of the cities of the plain
destroyed in the daye of Abraham.

7i-a. A country along the eust const
of the Mediterranean, extending far inland,

Uzz-i’-ah. King of Judah 811 to 758
B.C. In his reign Isaiah began to pro hesy.

Zeb’-ulun, The tribe descended from
Jacob's tenth son. Their territory wos on
the sea coast.

Zi’-on. One of the hills on which Jern-
salem was built, but often nsed ax 0 name
for the whole city.

Lesson Calendar: Fourth Quarter

Qrepies 18 THE OLD TESTAMENT FROM Erwan 1o Isaian

9. November 27...
10. December 4. ..
11. December 11..

12. December 18..
13. December 25.... oo+

. October 2, .cevenreees vveesoess Elisha Succeeds Elijah, 2 Kings 2 12.22

2. October 9. . RPMRE " .The Widow’s Oil Increased. 2 Kingw 4 ¢ 17,

3. October 16, .. Elisha and the Shunammite. 2 Kings 4 : 26-37.
4. October 23. """ Flisha and Naaman. 2 Kings b : 1-14,

5. October 30. ... . Flisha at Dothan, 2 Kings 6 : 8-2,

6. November 6. Joash the Boy King. 2 Kings 11 1-16,

7. November 13.. Joash Repairg the Temple. 2 Kings 12 : 4- 15,
8. November 20.. " Isaiah's Message to Juc ah. Isaiah 13140, 16-20,

" World's Temperance Sunday. Isninh 28 : 118,

" Hezekiah Reopens the Temple. 2Chronicles20 : 1831,
.. Captivity of the Ten Tribes. 2 Kings 17 : 618,

.. REVIEW.

" The Prince of Peace. lsaiah 9 : 17,
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Lesson I.
2 Kings 2 : 12-22,

ELISHA SUCCEEDS ELIJAH

Commit to memory vs.
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October

Read the chapter.

2, 1904
12-14.

GOLDEN TEXT-Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.—2 Kings 2: 9.

12 And Eli’sha saw i, and he cried, My father, my
father, the 1chariot of Is'rael, and the horsemen
thereof, And he saw him no more : and he took hold
of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces,

13 He took up also the mantle of Eli’jah that fell
from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of
Jor'dan;

14 And he took the mantle of Eli’'jah that fell from
him, and smote the waters, and said, Where /s the
Lorp God of Eli’jah ? and when he also had smitten
the waters, they 2parted hither and thither: and
Eli'sha went over,

And when the sons of the prophets which 3 were
to view at Jer'icho saw him, they said, The spirit of
Elf'jah doth rest on Eli'sha, Anx? they eame to meet
him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him,

16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be
with thy servants fifty strong men: let them go, we

ray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure
the 4 Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him up, and cast

Revised Version—! chariots;
5 Omit when ; ¢ back to-him ;

DAILY READINGS
M.—Elisha succeeds Elijah, 2 Kgs.
Joshua succeeds Mos
le's rrmulsn- J
ealed, Ex, 17
John 14:

2were divided ;

5 ] 'he peo-
Th.—Bitter waters
st's parting prnm 4,
17, Spirit of the Lord, Isa, 11 :
8.—Let us follow ! Heb, ch. 11: 32 to 122
Shorter Catechism —ues, 43, What is the pre-
face tothe ten commandments? A, The preface to the ten

3 were at Jericho over against him;
7while he tarried at Jericho; and he said ;

him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And
he said, Ye shall not send.
17 And when they urged him till he was asnhamed,

he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men ; and
they sought three da but found him not.
18 And 8 when they came 6again to him, (7for he

tarried at Jer’icho,) he said unto them, Did I not say
unto you, Go not?

19 And the men of the city said unto Eli’sha, Be-
hold, 81 pray thee, llmdmmnmnlllnu ity ispleasant,
as my lord seeth, but the water is naught, and the
sground barren

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt
therein.  And they brought it to him,

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters
and cast salt in there, and said, 'lllnw saith the Lorp,
I have henled these waters; there shall not be from
thence any more death or barren land.

22 80 the waters were healed unto this da
ing to the 10saying of Eli‘sha which he spa’

L accord-

4gpirit (small 8)
»land miscarrieth ; 10 word.

commandments is in these words, I am the Lord thy
God, which have brought thiee out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage.
LESSON PLAN
I. e New Prophet,
II. Ths‘Doubun scholsn 10 18,
III. The Confirming Miracle, 19-22.
Lenon Hymns—Book of Praise, !

§ ) ;250 ; 551 (from PRIMARY QUARTE!

swe;

EXPOSITION
By Rev. James Wallace, B.D., Lindsay, Ont,

Time and Place—Aboit 897 B.C. ; near
Jericho, in the Jordan valley, not far from
the Dead Sea.

Connecting Links—Elisha had just seen
(Lesson XI., Third Quarter) his master,
Elijah, swept up to heaven in a chariot of
fire. In the present Lesson he appears as
the true successor of Elijah.

I. The New Prophet, 12-15.

V. 12. Elisha. After his vision at Horeb
(1 Kgs. 19 : 9-18), Elijah found Elisha, and
cast hif mantle upon him as he was plough-
ing in the field, as a sign that he was to leave
his work and home to follow Elijah, 1 Kgs.
19 : 19-21. The two were close compan-
ions as master and disciple for ten years.
Saw it ; the glorious ascension of Elijah.
This was the condition of the promise in
v. 10. My father, my jather. Elijah, the
stern and outspoken prophet, had been a
father to him in spiritual things, as well as
in the care and love he had shown toward
him. “1t is the cry of orphanhood.” The
chariots . . and the horsemen (Rev.Ver.). Elijah
and men of like character to him were  the
strength of Israel against both home and

)

The vision of v. 11 suggests

Saw him no more. Like
Enoch (Gen. 5 :24), and Jesus (Acts 1:9),
he had disappeared from mortal ken. Rent
them. The throwing of dust or ashes upon
the head, and the rending of the garments
were common signs of sorrow.

Vs. 13, 14. Mantle of Elijah; a garment
of skin with the hair outside, the distinctive
garb of a prophet, Zech. 13 : 4 ; Matt. 3 : 4.
Elijah’s mantle would be to Elisha a price-
less relic and a pledge of the promise of v.
10. Besides, it was a symbol of office, and
Elijah’s leaving it behind meant that who-
ever would take it up would be his successor.
This mantle had already wrought a striking
miracle, v. 8. Stood by the bank of Jordan ;
almost afraid to try his power. It appears
that he could perform no miracle previous
to this.” (Benzinger.) Took the mantle ;
rolling it up so that it resembled a rod or
staff (see v. 8). Smote the waters ; believing
and acting on his belief, that, like Elijah,
he would receive power from God. Where
is the Lord God of Elijah ? The question
does not express doubt of God’s presence

foreign foes.’
the bold figure.
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and readiness to help ; it is an emphatic
way of asking Him to show the same power
He had shown through Elijah. None other
than Jehovah will Elisha have, and he needs
no other. The waters . . parted ; a not un-
usual form of miracle in the Old Testament
(see Ex. 14 : 21 ; Josh. 3 :16) ; here, a di-
vine testimony that the spirit of Elijah had
Leen given to Elisha.

V. 15. Sons of the prophets ; young men,
“ members of prophetic guilds, living to-
gether with a master a their head, whose
pupils they were.” (Benzinger.) Bowed
themselves to the ground ; thus acknowledg-
ing him as their head and the successor of
Elijah. Something in Elisha's face and
bearing showed them that a new power had
taken possession of him. They saw that
what makes a man great is the motive, the
aims, the spirit which animates him.

II. The Doubting Scholars, 16-18.

V. 16. Fijty strong men; and therefore
equal to the toilsome search they proposed.
See ch. 6 : 1-4, where, like the monks of the
middle ages, they work at various kinds of
manual labor.) Let them . thy (Elisha
stood closer to Elijah than the rest) master.

. seelk

Elijah always seemed to be swept along by
<uch a mysterious power, that the young
imen think he may have been carried off to
<ome lone place and have difficulty in finding
his way back (see 1 Kgs. 18 :12).
think it was Elijah’s body that the young
men wished to search for, since they had a
5), that the great leader
was to be taken away that day, and hence
they would not expect to find him alive.
The Spirit of the Lord hath . .
some mountain ; as He afterwards caught
away Philip from the sight of the Ethiopian
eunuch, Acts 8 :39, 40. Ye shall not send.
Elisha first refuses the request, knowing
that a search would be fruitless.

Vs. 17, 18. Urged him ; a strong word,
denoting persistent harping. They refused
to be convinced on hearsay. Till he was
ashamed ; at a loss for reasons to give for
refusing, and finding it hard to resist the
request of so many. He said, Send. Even

Some

premonition (v.

cast him upon

though he knew he was right, he knew when
to vield, a fine trait in his character.

Fifty
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men . . three days. The search was thorough.
Found him not. Some people learn only by
experience, and we must let them tramp
the ground before they are convinced. Came
again to him. Elisha had tarried at Jericho.
Did I not say . . Go not? They would be
more ready to believe him in the future,
since his word had come true.

III The Confirming Miracle, 19-22.

Vs. 19, 20 The men of the city ; the in-
habitants of Jericho. Having learned from
the “ sons of the prophets,” that a powerful
prophet was amongst them, they sought
him, for they had need of him. Situation
. . is pleasant. * Jericho was a part of that
country which in Gen. 13 : 10 is compared
to ¢ the garden of the Lord.” (Cambridge
Bible.) The water is naught ; that is, © bad,”
“good for nothing.”” A nd the land mis-
carrieth (Rev. Ver.). *“ The deleterious springs
caused diseases among the inhabitants, and
caused the trees to cast their fruit.”” (Far-
rar.) Bring me a new cruse ; new, to show
that there was no virtue in the vessel itself,
and perhaps to typify the purification to be
wrought. Put salt therein ; salt being sig-
nificant of preservation and purity. Salt
in itself would not help the water.

Vs. 21, 22. Went forth to the spring of the
waters : from which the city obtained its water
supply. Elisha went to the source of the
trouble. Thus saith the Lord, I have healed
these waters. Elisha was great enough to put
himself in the background and bring Jehovah
hefore the people, as the One who had relieved
their distress. The miracle is Jehovah’s doing.
Unto this day. At the time of writing the
stream was still supplying the city with pure,
wholesome water. (See Light from the
Fast as to its present quality.)

Light from the East

By Re»v». James Ross, D.D., London, Ont.

Sprina—This copious fountain-head is
still flowing near the site of ancient Jericho,
and is called by Christians, Blisha’s Spring,
and by the Arabs, the Fountain of the Sultan.
Nearly all the land around it, like a good
deal of the Jordan valley, has become the
Sultan’s private property, and is tilled by
his agents. The water flows from the earth
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at the foot of a hill into a large reservoir,
built of massive masonry. It is the clearest
and purest water in Palestine, but I was
intensely disappointed when I hastily plunged
my travelling cup into the reservoir, to find
it quite warm, about eighty degrees Fahren-
heit, and, contrary to our usual custom, we
had to go down the stream to find cooler
water. Part of the stream from the spring
is carried along the edge of the plain for the
purpose of irrigation, in an ancient stone
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channel which crosses the Wady Kelt on a
beautifully built aqueduct of hewn stone
with elegant arches, perfect as the day they
were built, and which form a striking con-
trast to the surrounding ruin and decay.
The Russians have secured a few acres for
a convent and school near the fountain, and
they cultivate by irrigation an enormous
mass of vegetation, which gives one an idea
of the vast possibilities of the climate and
soil where water is available.

APPLICATION
By Rev. W. J. Clark, London, Ont.

My jather, my Jather, the chariot of Israel,
and the horsemen thereof, v. 12. The strength
of a people is in the personality, the character
of its leaders. What were all
the armies of Israel, unless there
was one who could stir up and
strengthen the national spirit ? Elijah had
been pre-eminent in this.  Therefore his
disciple might feel as though the very
strength of the nation had departed. And he
might well display signs of great grief. So we
have seen in the departure of great leaders
in church and state, how great a part of the
whole strength they have Leen, and the pity
of it is that too often it is not clearly seen
until they are taken from this world,

Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? v. 14.
It is always wise to turn to God. He never
fails to answer our challenge. Our faith
is made strong by the remem-
brance that the God on whom
we call was the confidence of
some earthly friend. “ Our fathers trusted
in thee, . . and were not confounded.” We
may with good right argue, that, since God
has made himself known and has helped
our friend, we, too, may call upon Him and
have confidence that He will hear and an-
Nor is it to be forgotten, that this
blessing which we have obtained from (those
who have preceded us, it is our duty to pass
on to succeeding generations.

The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha,
v. 15. There are many who complain be-

cause they think they are not
o honored as they should be.
But if there is power, it will
be recognized. There is always a place

A Nation's
Strength

Our Fathers’
God Ours

swer us,

The Prool
Deeds

for the strong man, the wise man, the spirit-
ual man. Pretentious imitations may cheat
for a season, but will by and by be brought
to confusion ; but men will not refuse to
bow down, when there is evidence of power.

Fijty strong men . . let them seek thy master,
v. 16. If Elijah could be found, surely these
young men with their muscles hardened
by a simple, toilsome life, their
alert eves, their intimate know-
ledge of all the hills and val-
leys, would discover his whereabouts. But
there is a whole world lying open before
(od’s eye which is hidden from human sight.
And when He puts forth His hand to with-
draw His servants from earth, who can hin-
der ? Before Him it befits the strongest
and wisest of men to how in lowly reverence.

And when they urged him, v. 17. How

This positiveness is com-
of those whose knowledge
small. The one who knows
a little is apt to be very sure.
He has knowledge only of a
narrow domain, and because he has had
success within its limits, he fancies he will
be always successful. He does not know
that there is an unseen realm, of which he
knows nothing, and where all his knowledge
has neither place nor bearing. There are
always such people in the world, and often
the only thing to do to enlighten them is to
give them their own way. Let experience
teach them, for nothing else will.

The situation of this city is pleasant . . but
the water is naught, v. 19. It often happens
that, though there be many pleasant ele-
ments in one’s life and work, there is some

God's Eye and
Hand

sure they were !
mon in the ¢

18

The School of
Experience
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lack that spoils all the good.  Beautiful
the outlook, but what satisfac-

O::c::'n':' tion could there be found in
that, if one were thirsty? If the

lack is of something essential, as in this case,
then we must not cease endeavoring to have
it made good, and if that is impossible, to
get away from the place. If it be some-
thing that can be endured, then seek to cul-
tivate patience and the spirit of quietness.
Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these
waters, v. 21. To God alone he gives the
glory. Frequently, in the history of the
church, those who had been

Strong in God greatly used are despoiled of
their influence, because they

come to think of what has been done as their
work, without rendering due honor for it

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

to God. Always is it well to remember that
“in Him we live, and move, and have our
being.” So remembering, we are kept from
the folly of vanity, and are still instruments,
upon which the divine Hand may play and
bring forth sweet music.

So the waters were healed, v. 22. The sun
shining in the strength of spring changes the
winter ice into rippling springs. So where-
ever Christianity has made its
power felt, its effects appear
in the transformed lives of
men. And when it has reached its right-
ful supremacy, we shall see *“a society as
pure as the Sermon on the Mount, as radiant
as the whiteness of the transfigured robe, as
supreme against evil as the Lord in whom
the religion was incarnated.”

Healing for
the World

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
By Rev. Principal Patrick, D.D., Winnipeg

Re'ra-tire Tife of Elisha as recorded in the
Seriptures. Note especially the points of
contrast between him and Elijah. Read
also any article on Elisha to which you may
have access.

Direct the attention of your scholars to
the title of the Lesson, and bid them keep
steadily before their minds the fact that
Elisha was Elijah’s successor. The reforms
which were begun by Elijah wer carried
out by Elisha.

Recall briefly by questions the relations
between the two prophets. Refer to Lesson
XI. of the previous Quarter, Elijah Taken
up into Heaven. Elisha witnessed that
translation. What is the force of the words,
“ the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen
thereof ” ? A question regarding the ap-
pearance and use of a chariot will add to
the vividness of this part of the lesson. Use
a picture if you can. Why did Elisha rend
his clothes ? Ask for other instances of this
act.

Is there any significance in the fact that
the mantle of Elijah fell from him. Why
did Elisha take up the mantle ? Did he
think it possessed magical virtues ? Or,
was it a mere symbol in his eyes 2 Why

did he smite the waters of the Jordan with
the mantle ? What incident does this act
recall ? Did Elisha expect that the waters
would cease to flow and allow him to pass
over dryshod ? What reason had he for
this expectation 2 What words of the lesson
set forth the aim with which he smote the
waters 2 What led the prophetic guild at
Jericho to acknowledge Elisha as the suc-
cessor of Elijah 2 What proof do they give
of the reverence they entertained for him ?

Did Elisha recount to the prophets the
ascension of Elijah? Is it possible that
they disbelieved the tale ? What other ex-
planation can be given of their proposal ?
Why did Elisha refuse at first, and then
consent ? Use this refusal and consent as
a lesson in discipline. Wise teachers and
parents sometimes find it best to yield to
the importunities of those they love, even
though they are aware that nothing but
pain and disappointment will be the result.

The healing of the waters forms a new
section. Notice this. Call for a summary
of the section. Then proceed with separate
questions. Ask for information regarding
the situation of Jericho. What is meant
by the land miscarrying ? Were the crops
poor ?  Did the fruits fail 2 Was any injury

done to man ? Quote a passage from the
Lesson which could bear this meaning. Why
did the prophet ask for a ““new cruse L&
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Why would an old one not do ? FExplain
the symbolism. Do the same with the
“sgalt.” Can salt heal waters? If not,
why was it used on this occasion ? What
does salt stand for here ? Do not fail to
dwell on the words, “ Thus saith the Lord.”
The miracle is Jehovah’s, not Elisha’s. The
prophet, the minister, the teacher, the friend,
are all servants or agents of God. The glory
of all goodness is ultimately God’s. He
inspires all acts and words of love.

It will be easy to learn from the scholars,
what effect this miracle would have on the
citizens of Jericho.

For Teachers of the Boys and Gitls
BLBev. R. Douglas Fraser, M.A.

A new figure on the scene ! We have had
glimpses of him. Recall these: the young
farmer ploughing in the field, his call to be
a prophet, the servant of the great Elijah,
his distress at the prospect of the parting,
his eager cry for a parting blessing. Elisha
is evidently a great man in the making.
To-day we shall see how great he has become.

Make the translation scene very vivid, v.
11 ; dwell upon it,—God’s wonderful regard
for that great servant of His, and the glory
of it all. Which was uppermost in Elisha’s
mind, sorrow, or triumph ? We shall per-
haps see.

How did Elisha take the parting? (a)
With exultant wonder, touched with ten-
derness, “ My father,” ete.,, v. 12. Recall
the mourning for our Queen—we loved her
because she was so good. There were tears ;
but there was praise to God as well. We
can imagine Elisha gazing long, long, as one
does at a glorious sunset, till ““ he saw him
no more.” (b) Then came the chill of per-
sonal bereavement, he rent his clothes in
grief. These great souls are but men, after
all. It is not wrong to weep for our lost

ones. (¢) Here is the eclimax : hold the
scholars close to it. He wondered and ad-
mired ; he wept ; but he took up his work
again, vs. 13, 14. Elijah was gone ; all the
more for Elisha to do. The best tribute
of respect to those who have been taken
from us, is to do the work that they did,
and that now falls to us. (There will be
found no better leverage than Elisha’s con-
duct affords, to press upon the young their
coming responsibilities, and the importance
of getting ready for them, and assuming
them when they come.) Verse 15 shows
how truly people measure us, and how gen-
erously they yield respect to real worth.
Genuine workers will not fail of recognition.

A silly search is the rather unexpected
sequel to the solemn scene of the translation
and the splendid conduct of the bereaved
Elisha. Vs. 16-18 tell the story. Go over
it in detail. It is a striking example of the
folly of superstition. These people had some
belief in God, and in what the “ Spirit of
the Lord’” could do. There cannot be
superstition without some belief. They
would believe small things, but not the great.
Elijah could be carried off, but not up, to
some mountain or valley, but not to heaven.
True belief in God finds the hardest things
easy.

It seems a long call from being witness
of a translation, to providing wholesome
water for a city. Yet it is the same man
of God whom we see in each. The true
servant of God is a practical helper of men.
Take up the miracle in detail, and show
how people naturally turn to good men in
their difficulties, how ready these are to
help, where there is need, how God works
through His servants for the bettering of
the conditions of common life, and how
God’s true servants always give Him the
glory.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assis-
tance under various headings.

Lesson Points
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D.
It is those who live nearest to God who
can do most for men. v. 12.
So long as we are faithful to our respon-

sibilities we need have no fear as to our
reward. v. 13.

Our richest inheritance is not material,
but spiritual. v. 14.

It is a noble soul that most quickly sees
nobility in others. v. 15.

A fruitless search may teach useful les-
sons. v. 16.
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The time comes when the pupil must test
for himself the truth of his teaching. v. 17.

Doubts removed, a stronger faith remains.
v. 18.

No earthly source can fully satisfy the
soul made with a thirst for heaven’s joys. v. 19

The instruments must be clean that are
to do the work of a holy God. v. 20.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the great
purifier of human life. v. 21.

God never sends His servants to their
work without giving them tokens of His
presence. v. 22.

From the Library
As he, whose wrongs

The bears avenged, at its departure saw
Elijah’s chariot, when the steeds erect
Raised their steep flight for heaven ; his

eyes meanwhile,
Straining, pursued them, till the flame,
Alone, upsoaring like a misty speck, he

kenn'd.—Dante.

How true an heir is Elisha of his master,
not in his graces only, but in his actions.
Both of them divided the waters of Jordan,
the one as his last act, the other as his first.
Elijah’s curse was the death of the captains
and their troops, Elisha's curse was the
death of the children. Elijah rebuked Ahab
to his face, Elisha, Jehoram. Elijah supplied
the drought of Israel by rain from heaven ;
Elisha supplied the drought of the three
kings by waters gushing from the earth ;
Elijah increased the oil of the Sareptan,
Elisha increased the oil of the prophet’s
widow ; Elijah raised from death the Sarep-
tan’s son, Elisha the Shunammite’s ; both
of them had one mantle, one spirit ; both
of them climbed up one Carmel, one heaven.
—Bishop Hall.

Jericho was the gateway of a province,
the emporium of a large trade, the mistress
of a great palm forest, woods of balsam, and
very rich gardens. To earliest Israel she
was the City of Palms ; to the latest Jewish
historian, ““a divine region,” fattest of
Judwea.” The year is one long summer ;
she can soak herself in water, and the chem-
icals with which her soil is charged seem to
favor her peculiar products.—Dr. George
Adam Smith.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

To see the earnest of that vast result
Christianity is destined to work out for the
nations, we must look in the common walks
of life, its every-day trials; in the sweet
charities of the fire-side and the street ; in
the self-denial that shares its loaf with the
distressful ; the honest heart that respects
others as itself.—Theodore Parker.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. Good men the real strength of a nation.
2. The power of the gospel to purify.

Prove from Scripture
That we should be filled with the Spirit.

Lesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Near what river was Jericho?
What sea not far away?

12, 13 Whose place did Elisha take ?
What great sight did he behold? By what
name did Elisha call Elijah? Why was Eli-
jah like an army? Whither did he go?
How did Elisha show his grief?

14, 15 With whose mantle did Elisha smite
the waters? What did he say? What

happened? What is meant by ‘“the sons
of the prophets”? How did they receive
Elisha?

16-18 What did they think had happened
Elijah? What did they propose? Why did
Elisha oppose this? What did they do?
With what success? Whither had Elijah
been taken?

19-22 Where had Elisha waited? Who
came to him? What did they say of the
city? Of what did they complain? How
did Elisha purify the waters?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Give the date of the Lesson. Describe the
situation of Jericho. On what events does
the Lesson follow?

12-15 Give an account of Elisha’s selection
as Elijah’s successor. What promise had
he received? For what were our Lord’s
disciples to wait after His resurrection?
(Acts 1 :4-8.) By whose power is God’s work
to be done? (Zech. 4 :6.)

16-18 What proposal was made to Elisha?
Why did he know this to be useless? Why
did he consent? How long did the search
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last? Who searched for the body of the
risen Saviour? (John 20 :11.)

19-22 What miracle wrought by Elisha?
By whose power? Of what was the salt
asymbol?  Where is water used as a symbol
of gospel blessings? (Rev. 22 :17.)

Seek-Further Questions— By what great
servant of God were bitter waters made
sweet? What New Testament miracle was
wrought at Jericho?

Answers to Beek-Further Questions—
(1) About 60 years : Amos prophesied about
780 B.C,, and the Captivity was in 722 or
721 B.C. (2) Syria, Philistia, Tyre, Edom,
Ammon, Moab, Judah, Am. chs. 1, 2.

The Catechism
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D.

[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course]
Ques. 43. The Preface to the Ten Com-

mandments. A “ preface " is
“uttered before "
what follows,
Before the commandments are given, the
attention ®f the Israclites is directed to

theig source. God speaks of Himself and
nl'*nt He has done for His people before
He'8penks of what they ought to do.

Every word of what God says concerning
Himself is full of precious meaning, as only
the words of God ean be. In this brief but

FOR TEACHERS OF

a statement
to prepare the way for

409

weighty preface, God tells His people three
things—(1) What He is; (2) What He is
to His people ; (3) What He had done for
His people.

“T am Jehovah.”
of His own nature.

This is what God says

The use of the pronoun
“ 1" indicates that God is a person who can
love and ean be loved by us, and with whom
we can have fellowship. Jehovah is a title
which denotes that God's existence is inde-
pendent of any other being or cause, and
has neither beginning nor end. It conveys
the same idea as 1 AM in Ex. 3:13, 14.
“1 am Jehovah thy God.” Thus the great
self-existent, eternal Person declares what
He is to His people. He is to them all that
the word God means—the object of supreme
love, adoration, gratitude, confidence and
submission.

More than this, when He says to His
people as a nation and as individuals, “1
am thy God,” He means that He has entered
into covenant with them.

“ Which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage "’

redeemed thee from slavery and oppres-
sion. And this God is the same, for He
never changes. He will be to us even more
than He promised to be to ancient Israel,
if we accept the greater deliverance from
sin which He has provided for us in Christ.

THE LITTLE ONES

By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston, North Bay, Ont.
Subject Jor the Quarler—God training H1§ people by Iis dealings with them. His

power and love are shown, and we must acknowledge

him to be the Lord our God,
and Him only must we serve.

Golden Text for the Quarter—
Repeat Luke 4 :8.

Lesson Subject—God training
His people by imparting power.

Introduction—Recall some of
the times that God’s brightness
and glory shone around His
people, although He Himself
could not be seen. (Burning
bush, pillar of fire, etc.) Re-
call the wonderful appearance
like a chariot of fire, when God
came and took Elijah up to
heaven. What was the name
of the man who was walking
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with Elijah, and saw him carried up in the
whirlwind ?

Print 3;‘:{}:—:&5 Elijah is carried up,
see ! something falls from his shoulder down
at the feet of Elisha. What is it ? This
means that Elisha is to “ take the place
of Elijah,” in fact to be Elijah, to wear his
mantle. Elisha stoops and picks it up (the
children may make the motion). will
wearing the mantle give Elisha the power
of Elijah? If you put on your teacher’s
coat, would that make you as wise as he ?
(Vs. 12-14.) Elisha knew that all Elijah’s
power came from God. He knows that he
will have no power, unless the Lord God of
Elijah 7 gives it to him. He did as he had
seen Elijah do, and God gave him the same
power.

Elisha the Helper—Outline the Jordan.
Where was Jericho ? Here were gathered
Elijah’s scholars (“sons of the prophets,”
young men who attended the Bible schools
established by Samuel). They had seen
their great teacher disappear, and had seen
Elisha divide the Jordan ; and they knew
that God was the Helper of Elisha, as He
had been of Elijah. They ran to welcome

el

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

their new teacher, v. 15. Tell of the search
for Elijah. Tell why this search was made.
The Healing of the Waters—Let us print
FEusua tae Heveer, for we shall see the
wonderful power God gave him to help
people. Show a glass of water. What a
blessing to us is water | How many are its
uses ! No matter how beautiful our farm,
or village, or town is, we cannot do without
good water. Jericho is a beautiful city ;
but alas ! there is one great drawback, the
water is bad. Tell of the healing of the
water by the power of God given to Elisha.
Elisha began his work by doing a good deed
for others. He got the power from God.
Golden Text—Repeat Elisha’s words to
Elijah. We may ask God to give us His
Spirit and power to do good. Even very
little people may have it and may be helpers.
Prayer—** Jesus, hear us when we pray,
Make us helpful every day.”
Repeat also—Ps. 30 : 10; Isa. 41 :13.
Something to Draw at Home—Draw a glass
of water, and print ELISHA THE HELPER.
Something to Remember at Home—1 may
have God’s Holy Spirit.
Something to Ask at Home—What does
Jesus say about the Holy Spirit ?

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

By James Watt Raine
Our 1mlz,\l(

ELIJAH'S

- showed us the culmination of
EUJATND his life, his Success in the great
‘ SUCCESSOR work of a prophet, inspiring peo- SUCCESSOR |
HAD DIFFERENT ple to noble living. To-day we HAD SAME
MANNER study about Elijah’S successOR. MANHOOD :

Elisha was very DIFFERENT from
his great teacher; he Hap a dif-

ferent MANNER of preaching, different methods of working;

but when the old prophet asked

his young successor to name his one great desire, Elisha asked that he might grow more and
more like Elijah. While he had a different manner, he had (erase DIFFERENT, and -NER) the

Same man-Hoop.

give To Gop and what you get From Gop.

Grandeur of manhood depends now, as it did then, on Gop, what you

Elijah and Elisha had the same LoyAvty to

God, and the same PowEr from B

God. Whatever differences there |

| ELIJAH'S |

ELIJAH'S may be among us, let us be sure
| SUCCESSOR we have the same manhood, SUCCESSOR
| HAD SAME complete loyalty to God, that HAD SAME
| we may have power from God. lﬁ%u\égzn:: GOD

GOD

The power is given in answer to
earnest, believing prayer.
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Lesson II.

2 Kings 4: 1-7.

1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of
lhe sons of the prophets unto Eli'sha, saying, Thy
vant my husband is dead ; and thou knowest that

y servant did fear the Lorp: and the creditor is
come to take unto him my two 1sons to be bondmen.

2 And Eli’sha said unto her, What slmll I do for
thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she
said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the
house, save a pot of oil,

8 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of
all thy uuighlmurs, even empty vessels ; borrow not a

ew,
4 And 2 when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the
Revised Version—!children:

DAILY READINGS
—The widow's oil incre Kuu.'.u : 17,
—Hmuh\m- forbidden, Lev W.—The food
multiplied, Mark 6: 34-44. Ps
87:16-25. F.—The hungr
sider the ravens, Lul.e 12
wenkness, 1 Cor, 1: 1829,
Shorter Catechism —

8, 'Con-
50 8. —I‘u\\gr out of

ll/ml doth the
The pre-

Ques,
fmjuw to the ten commandments lrm I: we? A
ace to the ten commandments teacheth us, That be-

THE WIDOW’S OIL INCREASED

Commit to memory vs, 5-7.

GOLDEN TEXT-Trust in the Lord, and do good ;
thou shalt be fed.

2 thou shalt go in, and shut ;

October 9, 1904
Read 2 Kings, ch. 3

-o lahult thou dwell in the land, and verily
Ps,

door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour
out into all thise vessels, and thou shalt set aside
that which is full,

5 Soshe went from him, and shut the door upon
her and upon her sons, 3who brought the vessels to
her; and she poured out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full,
that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel,
And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And
the oil stayed.

: lhu he came and told the man of God. Andhe

10, sell the ofl, and pay thy debt, and live thou
mnl lln 4 children of the rest,

sthey

; 480ns,

cauge God is the Lord, and our God,
therefore we are
ments,

and Redeemer,
bound to keep all his command-

LESSON PLAN

I. The Widow’s Appeal, 1, 2,
I1. The Prophet's Command, 3. 4.
III. The Miraculous Supply, 5-7

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 80
(Ps. Sel,): 3135 514 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY)

EXPOSITION

Time and Place — Reign of Jehoram,
897-884, B.C. ; place unknown, perhaps Gil-
gal, Bethel, or Jericho, where there were
schools of the prophets.

Connecting Links—On Elisha's home-
ward journey from Jericho to Samaria, oc-
curred the incident of the mocking ““children,’
ch. 2:23-25. Chapter 3 tells the story of
a eampaign against the Moabites by Jehoram,
King of Israel, with Jehoshaphat, King of
Judah, and the king of Edom, as his allies.
Elisha saved the allied army from destruction
by thirst, and gave them a promise of vie-
tory, which was fulfilled. (The famous
Moabite stone discovered in Moab, east of
the Jordan, contains an inscription by Mesha,
King of Moab, a part of which refers to the
events of ch. 3.)

I. The Widow’s Appeal, 1, 2,

V. 1. There cried a certain woman . . unto
Elisha. Remembering the miracles already
wrought by the prophet (see chs. 2 :13,
14; 2:21; 3:17, 20), she appeals to him
in her distress. A tradition in the time of
Josephus identified her husband with Oba-
diah. (See 1 Kgs. 18 : 7-16 for his history.)
This would give his widow a special claim
upon the prophet. Of the wives of the sons
of the prophets. It appears that not all
these prophets in training were unmarried

and had withdrawn themselves from home
life, though, perhaps, most were single men,
and lodged together like our students for
the ministry. 7Thy servant my husband ; a
respectful way of addressing the great pro-
phet in reference to her husband, who had
been merely a prophet in training. s dead ;
leaving, like many a minister, nothing to
his family but a good name and the memory
of a life spent for God and his fellow-men.
The creditor is come ; to enforce his right

. over the sons as his slaves according to

ancient law. (Read Lev. 25 :39-46 ; Matt.
18: 25; see also Light from the East.)
To take . . my two sons to be bondmen ; a sore
trial, although the law of Moses provided
(Lev. 25:43-46) that the service, when
those thus taken were Jews, should not be
severe and should end with the next jubilee,

which came every fiftieth year, Lev. 25 : 40,
41. .
V. 2. What shall I do for thee ? The pro-

phet is ready to help her, partly at least,
because she is a widow, and therefore an
object of God’s special care, Ex. 22 : 22-24 ;
Deut. 10 :18 ; Ps. 68:5; 146 :9; Jas. 1:
27. What hast thou ? Prophets were never
wealthy, so Elisha could not discharge her
debt, but he could use the little she had to
gain more. Not anything . . save a pot of
oil ; that is, a pot of the common oil used
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in the East for anointing the body after the
bath (see Light ‘from the East), a very
coarse and cheap quality of oil. This reveals
her extreme poverty.

II. The Prophet's Command, 3, 4.

Vs. 3, 1. Borrow thee vessels ;  Why fill
the house with empty vessels ? Her faith
was being tested and would grow by exercise.
Borrow not a few. She must expect great
things from God, who always gives gen-
erously. Thou shalt shut the door. The
giving and receiving of the oil was to be a
transaction between God and the needy
family, and no curious, flippant crowd may
witness it. (Compare Matt. 6:6; Mark
5:40, 41.) Pour oul into all those ressels.
It required no little faith to believe that
from one ‘‘small anointing pot, such as
might stand on a lady’s dressing table,” a
stream would flow sufficiently large to fill
all the vessels, God honors such faith as
this woman showed. Shalt set aside that
which is full. So that there be no waste,
each vessel, as it becomes full, must be re-
placed by an empty one. Those who work
with God should plan wisely, that the best
use may be made of His gifts. The prophet’s
action illustrates the truth taught by our
Lord. Spiritual progress is made by obedi-

ence, John 7:17.
III. The Miraculous Supply, 5-7.

Vs. 5, 6. She went from him. The prophet
was not present when the miraculous supply
came. This brings out her faith in the
strongest light. Shut the door ; obeying her
directions to the letter, as we must, if God
is to bless us. Sons . . brought the vessels
to her. Obedient sons they were, and, like
their mother, had faith in God.  Said unto
her son ; likely the one whose turn it would
be to bring forward the next vessel.  Bring
me yet a vessel. She had given herself so
entirely to her work, that she had not taken
time to look at the result. Her eager effort
proved the reality of her faith. There is
not a vessel more. No work which God be-
gins is left unfinished. There was no com-
plaint because more was not given, but only
thankfulness for the bountiful ~supply.
(Compare Elijub’s supply of the needs of
the widow of Zarephath, 1 Kgs. 17 : 10-16)

And the oil stayed. Three lessons are taught
us : (1) God works no unnecessary miracle ;
(2) He will not have waste ; (3) He bestows
only the gifts we can rightly use. The story
of the empty ditches in ch. 3:16-20 is an
interesting parallel to this part of the Lesson.

V. 7. She came and told the man of God ;
her heart overflowing with gladness, and
feeling her need, too, of counsel and advice,
for this oil she could not regard as her own.
What was she to do with it ? She realized
that she was only God's steward, and that
it was His to direct the use of His own gift.
Pay thy debt; not gimply that the sons
might be freed from the fear of slavery, but
because the debt ought to be paid. (See
Rom. 13 :8.) ' Live thou and thy sons (Rev.
Ver.) of the rest. Note the order of the
prophet’s directions : first the debt must
be paid ; then the family must be supported,
until they can earn their own living. The
miracle of the Lesson, along with the others
recorded in the same chapter, ‘ may be called
Elisha's private miracles—miracles of which
individuals not named were the object.”
(Bible Commentary.)

Light from the East

Boxpmen—Slavery was the basis of many
commercial and industrial usages of ancient
civilization. Wherever it prevailed a man’s
person was the final security for his debts.
The value of the man’s person to the creditor
consisted in the labor he could perform, and
the man’s person was secured in order that
the labor might be secured. The obligation
to discharge debt by servitude extended
not only to the man himself, but also to his
wife and children, whose persons were con-
sidered his property, and might become the
property of his creditors. While there was
a basis of right in the custom, it was often
terribly abused, and people were sold for a
paltry debt, Amos 2:6.

Or,—Corn, wine and oil were the principal
products of Palestine. Olive oil, which is
exclusively meant, is the type of fertility
and plenty in the Old Testament, and at
the present time is one of the chief sources
of i to the inhabitants, notwithstand
ing the heavy tax on olive trees. In ancient
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as in modern times oil was used for cosmetic
and medicinal purposes, for illuminating
dwellings, in religious ceremonies, and as
an article of food. It has therefore always
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.

been an important article of commerce both

for home trade and for export, and was one

of the items of tribute levied on a conquered

nation which produced it.

APPLICATION

There eried a certain woman . , unto Elisha,
v. 1. How soon a position of prominence
brings heavy burdens upon the one that
occupies it ! We are apt to
envy those who hold high place
and great power, and to think
that their lives must be overflowing with
happiness. But we forget that these leaders
have to carry not only the golden crown of
distinetion, but that many burdens are laid
upon them of which the looker-on is quite
ignorant. When Elisha was ploughing in
his father’s field, all he had to concern him-
self with was to see that the ploughing was
well done, but when he was the prophet of
the Lord, then many, of whom this one
woman is an instance, came to him for his
help.

Thou knowest that thy servant did [ear the
Lord, v. 1. Here is the old puzzle. This
man had been a genuine servant of Jehovah,

and yet his wife was left in
The Old Puzzle poverty, and his two sons were

like to he sold as bondmen,
Need we wonder that the woman called on
God’s prophet to settle in some way this
problem that was too great for her poor
mind ? And she could not consider it with
a philosopher’s coolness, for the distress
was at the very door. The same problem
comes up again and again in the experience
of God’s servants. Nor can we assert that
invariably there is deliverance in this life,
although oftentimes there is. But we do
believe that, when we look back upon the
way we have traversed from the shore of
eternity, we shall see that God never did
forget.

Not anything . . save a pot of oil, v, 2,
‘“Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.”
This is a truth of larger meaning than we are

apt to think, It was the fact

The o’ " that she had come to the inst
provision that drove her to

the prophet of God for help, and it is when
we feel that our own provision and devices

The Burdens of
Leaders

have failed us, that we call upon God.
‘“ Hard luck " is, in truth, good luck, if it
turns our faces Godward.

Go, borrow thee vessels . . of all thy neigh-
bors, v. 3. The commands of God are never
intended to mock us. Every one of them
is full of blessed meaning,
which unfolds itself to the
obedient heart. To the soul
wrapped up in sense, what He bids may
nppear as useless as the gathering of empty
vessels,—how they seemed only to emphasize
the widow’s need !—but once we have heard
the voice of God, we can go forward, sure
that He has some rich blessing in store for us.

There is not a vessel more, v. 6. The wo-
man’s willingness and God’s, how wonder-
fully they met ! But God’s exceeded ; and
exceeded just because the wo-
man’s faith hac made her so
ready to receive. We never
honor God more than when we expect great
things of him ; and never is His delight
greater than in doing for us ‘‘exceeding
abundantly above all we ask or think.” It
is the every-day wonder of the child paying
homage by loving trust, and the parent
glowing with the delight of caring for the
child’s needs.

And the oil stayed, v. 6. God gives what we
need, and then leaves it to us to make use
of what He has provided. There is no gift
of God that is meant to take
the place of what we ourselves
can do. This is true in regard
to all our necessities. He bestows the ma-
terial which we cannot frame, but we must
ourselves make use of it. Throughout the
ages He stored fuel in the bowels of the
earth, but man must toilfully give himself
to mining it. He makes great forest trees
to grow, but only as the result of hard labor
can man use them so that they will warm
him.

Then she came and told the man of God,
v. 7. It is a good thing if we are driven to

No Mockery
with God

Our Willing-
ness and God's

Not Ready
Made
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God by our needs. Far better is it if we
are drawn into His presence
by our gratitude for His count-
less mercies. Our prayers
should not be all petition ; thanksgiving

The Place of
Thanksgiving

The V\_/idow's Qil Increased

should have a large place in them. And the
truly grateful heart will not be content with
words. It will seek expression in using the
gifts of God in such a way as to please Him,
who is the great Giver of them all,

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachets

Before entering on the lesson, form as
vivid a conception as you can of this widow
and her household. Have some distressed
widow in your mind, if you know any such,
to give point and precision to your presenta-
tion of the lesson.

Bear in mind, too, that the laws of debt
among the Jews in the days of Elisha were
very different from what they are in our
country. Tell the scholars that even in
Great Britain imprisonment for debt has
not been long abolished. There is no im-
prisonment for debt now in Great Britain
or Canada.

Help the scholars to realize the scene
depicted in the first verse. Picture the
widow, her husband, an eager student for
the prophet’s work, her grief at his loss,
the sad prospect of seeing them made slaves.
In her anguish she appeals to Elisha for
relief. Observe how confidently she speaks
of her husband’s character. Good men have
a special pleasure in acknowledging the
claims of the relatives of the good.

Elisha’s heart went out to the widow in
her sorrow, poverty and fear, and he at
once asked what he could do for her. His
own resources may have been scanty, or,
if ample, they may have been exhausted
at this time by his charities. But whatever
help he could give, would not be withholden.
So he asked what she had in the house.

What was the oil used for? Why was
the widow bidden to borrow as many vessels
as she could get ? Why was she told to
observe secrecy ? Why was the pouring
out to be done by her ?  Why were the sons
to help ? How was it that the oil ceased
as soon as there were no more vessels to
11?7 Did the widow anticipate the direction
Elisha gave her to sell the oil, for the paying

of the debt and the support of herself and
her sons ?

Use the lesson to enforce the evils of debt
and the duty of paying debts. Allow that
sometimes debt is unavoidable : it may have
been so in this case ; but warn againsi it.
Insist on the duty of paying promptly ‘or
anything we buy. Dwell also on the pain
and shame of debt and the loss of influence
to which it leads. Declare that debts should
be paid at once. Ask for proof of this from
the Lesson. Mention that perhaps the
noblest, chapter in the life of Sir Walter
Scott is that relating to his exertions to pay
off his debts.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The Lesson of last Sabbath was full of
Glisha (run over the various items) ; truly,
like his master Elijah, a mighty prophet and
miracle worker. He looked to God, and
God wrought in him and by him marvellously.

He is in the Lesson of to-day also, as close
to God as ever, and therefore as strong to
do wonders. But it is a sorrowful widow
woman and her sons that are the central
figures, and the scene, their desolated, pov-
erty-stricken home.

It is always darkest just before dawn, is
the old saying. How black that home was
for this woman,—her beloved husband dead,
a man who ¢ did fear the Lord ” ; a heavy
unpaid debt, perhaps incurred by a long
illness before he died ; nothing to pay with :
« prophets,” like most ministers, were not
over rich ; the creditor actually “ come ”
to carry off her two sons, her only comfort
and hope, into bondage as was his right
(see Exposition). The bravest spirit must
have been crushed.

But this woman was not crushed, “ per-
plexed, but not in despair” (2 Cor. 4 :8)
was her condition. She was a woman of

God, and those who know God, need never
know defeat.
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To whom shall she go? To whom can
she go, since every door seems shut ? Verse
1 of Hymn 377, Book of Praise, gives answer.

And so, to God's servant and messenger
she comes and tells her sad plight, v. 1. Go
over the points again one by one ; it will
deepen the impression ; and then make the
whole directions and proceedings of vs. 2-6
slear and vivid, item by item, bringing out
these three practical points : (a) In helping
us, God has us do all we ourselves can; (b)

The wonderfully simple and strong faith of
the woman—and of her boys; (¢) The rich-
ness of God’s giving; and this fourth point,
(d) His giving is in the measure of our faith,
Matt. 9 :29.

Verse 7 is in delightful contrast to v. 1.
The dawn has come. The woman trusted
in God’s help. Now she lives rejoicingly
on God’s bounty. Psalm 34 :1-0 forms a
fitting close. Such confidence as the psalm-
ist proclaims we all may have.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

The service of God makes close akin. v. 1.

Our help should be wise as well as will-
ing. v. 2.

We need to pray, not for more willingness
in God to give, but for greater capacity in
ourselves to receive. v. 3.

We must hold communion with heaven
if we are to receive gifts from heaven. v. 4.

Dependence on divine help does not ex-
cuse any want of diligence. v. 5.

Many come empty to God; He sends
none empty away. v. 6.

God sets us an example of economy. v. 6.

Honesty is part 'of piety. v. 7.

From the Libraty

Pour forth the oil, pour boldly forth,
It will not fail until

Thou failest vessels to provide,
Which it may freely fill.

But if at any time thou cease
Such channels to provide,

The very springs of Love for thee
Will soon be parched and dried.

For we must share, if we would keep
That good thing from above ;

Ceasing to give, we cease to have
Such is the law of Love.—R. C. Trench.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. The law of creditor and debtor among
the Hebrews.
2. Faith growing by the exercise of it.

Prove from Scripture
That¥theTrighteous shall not lack.

Lesson Questions
| From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—In whose reign is the Lesson?
Whither had Elisha gone?

1, 2 Who made an appeal to Elisha?
What had she to say about her husband?
What sort of man had he been? What
was her trouble now? What is meant by
“the creditor”’? by ‘“bondmen”? Why
did she think that Elisha might help her ?
What wonderful things had he done ? What
questions did Elisha ask ? Why did he ask
them ? What was the woman’s answer ?
For what was oil used in Palestine?

3,4 What did Elisha tell her to do ? Why
was she to shut the door ? From what were
the vessels to be filled ?

5, 6 How did the woman show her trust
in Elisha and in God ? What part did her
sons take ? How great was'the supply ?
What is promised to those who believe ?
(Mark 9 :23.) What does the Lesson teach
> Who was asked about the

about waste ?
use of the oil? Why ? What directions
did he give ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Mention possible places for the events of the
Lesson.

1, 2 What do we here learn regarding
“ the sons of the prophets”? What was the
Hebrew law concerning debt ? How was
slavery regulated? Which of our Lord’s
parables refers to this law ? (Matt. 18 : 23-
35.) What special promise made to widows ?
Wherefore the prophet’s questions ?

3, 4 How was the faith of the widow and
her sons tested ?  Of whom is oil an emblem ?
(Acts 10 : 38 ; 1 John 2 : 20.) What promise

I iy
|
| B
| 13
i
?
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regarding this Person ? (Luke 11 :13.)
When did He descend upon Jesus ?  (Luke
3:92) On the disciples ? (Acts 2:2, 2.)

5. 6 What is the condition of blessing ?
Which miracle of Jesus teaches that waste is
wrong ? (John 6:12.) From whom do all
our possessions come ?  How should they be
used ?

Seek-Further Questions—Where did our
TLord raise a widow’s son from the dead?
What does Paul say about paying our debts ?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
(1) Moses, Ex. 15:25. (2) Restoring the sight
of Bartimeeus, Mark 10 : 46-52.

The Catechism

[For l-I\umin:n"lnn in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 44, The Preface—what it teaches.
“ The Commandments were given originally
as the basis of the covenant into which
Jehovah entered with Israel.”” (Salmond.)
See Ex. 34 :27, 28 ; Deut. 4 :13.

In this, as in every covenant, there were
two parts, God's part and the people’s part.
He gave them many great promises ; they
were required to fulfil the condition of
obedience.

The words of introduction set forth the
reasons for the obedience required. They
are still binding. We have here a statement
of the threefold ground on which God claims
obedience :
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We ought to obey, first, “ because God in
the Lord.” The name Lord is equivalent
to Jehovah. Tt is the name which signifies
that God has entered into covenant with Hix
people. It is the name by which He made
Himself known to Moses when He was about
to accomplish His redeeming work on behnlf
of Israel, Ex. ch. 3. All God's promises
are suggested by this name, and bind us to’
loving obedience.

The second reason why we should ohey
is that the Lord is “our God.” He has
entered into fellowship with us, taking us
for His own people, and giving us Himsolf
as our richest inheritance.

The third reason is a climax : God's claim
upon our obedience has its strongest foundn-
tion in the fact that He is “ our Redeemer.”
In the Old Testament, this title is applied
to Jehovah occasionally in the Panlms
(19 :14; 78:35) and elsewhere, but most
frequently in Isaiah (41:14; 43 14
44 :6, ete.). The New Testament brings
out the full and final meaning of the name,
when it shows us Christ as the One through
whom Jehovah redeems us from the curse
of the law (Gal. 3 :13), the bondage of the
law (Gal. 4 :5), the power of sin (Rom,
6:18), a “ vain conversation”’ (1 Pet, 1
18, 19), all iniquity (Tit. 2:14), from nll
that is meant by “ this present evil world,”
Gal. 1:4.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—God training His people by providing for the needy.
Introduction—Recall last Lesson. Show some money. What is its use ? I it right

to buy food and clothing, and

not pay for them ?  (Explain
debt, owe, creditor.) Sometimes,
through the sickness and denth
of those who earn the money,
even honest people may he in
debt and have nothing to pay
with.

Lesson—1In our Lesson to-dny
we are going to hear nbout n
poor woman who eame to Elisha,
the helper, and told him her
trouble. She had two sons, Her
husband was dead. He was n
good man. He had become poor,
perhaps through sickness, He got




The Widow’s Oil Increased

some things from a man, and had no money
to pay for them. When he was dead, the
man (creditor) came to the house of the
poor widow and told her if she could not
pay the money, he would take her two sons
as his slaves or servants to repay himself
the debt. Elisha had no money to give
her. “ What shall T do for you ?”" he says,
“ what have you in the house ? " Nothing
but a pot of oil” (the common oil that was
used for food). She has nothing she can
sell to get money. What will she do ? She
obeys Elisha.

The Need Supplied—Picture the woman
running to all her neighbors, borrowing all
the empty pots and cruses (explain) she
can get, v. 3. She takes them into her
house, and closes the door, as Elisha com-
manded, v. 5. (Show a jar cut out of paper.)
Watch her as she pours the oil from her one
pot into another and another, as her sons
bring them to her. Still the first pot is not
empty. When all the pots are full, then
the oil gtayed. She opens her door ! See !
the room is full of pots of oil of all sorts and
sizes | Elisha says, “ Go, sell the oil, and
pay the debt, and live thou and thy children
of the rest”” So God helped the needy
woman through Elisha.
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God always helps
alw

Golden Text—Repeat.
those who trust Him. He
us to help ourselves all we can, to make use
of all that we have ; and then He does the
rest. He lets us plant the seed, and He
sends the showers and the sunshine to bring
forth the grain, ete. God gives us every-
thing we have. How we should love and
obey and serve Him! We should help
those in need. God helps others through us.

God's Care of Us—Let us think of some
of the good things that God provides for
us. (As you name them, put silver paper
stars on the board.) When we look up
into the starry sky, let us remember all the
kindness and love of God in giving us every-
thing we need.

Repeat—

“ Poor and needy though I be,
God Almighty cares for me ;
Gives me clothing, shelter, food,
Gives me all I have of good.”

Hymn—Sing verse 1, Hymn 518, Book
of Praise.

Something to Draw at Home
picture of a piece of money and a pot of oil.

Something to Remember at Home —God
provides for me.

Something to Ask at Home—What does
Jesus say about God’$ kindness to us?

s wants

Draw a

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Our lesson is about a poor

widow, whose husband had been (
a prophet, or preacher of God’s
Instead of looking for
chances to get rich, he had tried
to Do Goon ; o his sickness and
death left the widow in debt,

word.

DO GOOD

TRUST GOD

AND

DO GOOD

with no means of earning money

to pay.

woman and her husband been doing good AND trusting God ?

The central thought in the lesson is that we should TrusT Gob.

But had not this
And now that has brought,

the family into trouble. Let us not be too hasty : starvation and slavery seem to threaten

them, but they are safe so far.

God and do good ; and to all that so trust Him, He promises DaiLy Foon.
For food and help in an emer-

And God’s command even in this emergency is still to trust

To trust Godl

| gency develops faith, and to do

TRUST GOD good, (erase Do Goop) that is, TRUST GOD
PUR to Here Orners while you IR
DAILY FOOD yourself are in need of help, DAILY FOOD
AND . AND
DO GOOD teat,s faith, but also strengthens HELP OTHERS

. it, just as the muscles of the

arm become strong by exercise.
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Lesson IIL

2 Kings 4 : 25-37.  Study vs. 8-37.

ELISHA AND THE SHUNAMMITE

Commit to memory vs. 32

Elisha and The Shunammite

October 16, 1904
5. Read 2 Kings 4;8:1-6;

Luke 7: 11-17.
GOLDEN TEXT- The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Rom 6 : 23

25 Soshe went and came unto the man of God to
mount Carmel, And it came to pass, when the man
of God saw her afar off, that he said to Ge a'zi his
servant, Behold, yonder is 1 that Shu' nammit

26 2 Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto
her, Isit well with thee? is it well with thy hushand ?
is it well with the child ? And sheanswered, It is well.

27 And when she came to the man of God to the
hill, she 3 canght him by the feet : 4but Geha'zi eame
near to thrust her away And the man of God said,
Let her alone ; for her soul é& vexed within her: and
the Lorp hath hid i from me, and hath uot told me,

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord ? did
1 not say, Do not deceive me”

29 Then he said to Geha'zi, Gird u ) thy loins, and
take my staff in thine hand, and go lfxy way ¢ if thou
meet any man, salute him not: and if any salute
thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon
the face of the child.

30 And the motherof the child said, Axthe LORD
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee,
And he arose, ani followed her.

31 And Geha'zi passed on before them, und laid the

Revised Version—!the; * Run, I pray thee, now :

Thim; sonce ; 9she.

DAILY READINGS

M.—* Given to hospitality,” 2 Kings 1
Elisha and the Shunan
Another trial and delive
A widow's son rais 7 -17. F.-4
restored, Luke 8: 41-56, — Praise for deliverance,
Ps. 116. 8. —Christ our life, John 11: 1827,

Shorter Catechism — (ues. 45, Which ix the first
commandment? A, The first commandment is, Thou
shalt have no other gods before me,

staff upon the face of the child ; but there was neither
voice, nor hearing, Wherefore he 6went again to
meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not
awaked,

32 And when Eli'sha was come unto the house,
behold, the ehild was dead, and laid upon his bed.

33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon
n twain, and prayed unto the Lorb.

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his
eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and hestretched
himself upon 7the child; and the flesh of the child
waxed warm,

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house #to
and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon
him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the
child opened his eyes.

46 And he called Geha'zi, and said, Call this
shu'nammite. So ae called her, And when she was
come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son,

37 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed
herself to the ground, and ¥took up her son, and
went out.

scaught hold of his feet; 4And; sbut; ereturned;

t

Ques, 48, What is required in the first commandment ?
A, 'The first commandment requireth us to know and
acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our
God ; and to worship and glorify him accordingly.

LESSON PLAN
1. The Borrowing Mother, 25-28.
11. The Helpless Servant, 20-31.
III. The Powerful Prophet, 32-3!
Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 148
Sel,) 3 191 576 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY

8 (Ps.
38,

EXPOSITION

Time and Place Exact date unknown
Elisha was prophet for at least fifty years,
between 897 B.C. and 841 B.C.; Shunem,
a town thice miles north of Jezreel, and
sixteen or seventeen from Mount Carmel.

Connecting Links—Read in vs. 8-24 the
beautiful story (and compare 1 Kgs. 17:
17-24) of Elisha’s intercourse with the family
at Shunem.

1. The Sorrowing Mother, 25.28.

V. 25. So she came ; the woman of
Shunem, whose child lay dead. Unto the man
of God ; a common name for the prophets.
Elisha was a friend of poor and rich. In
the last Lesson he helped a poor widow ;
to-day we see him as a comforter to those
who had more of this world’s goods, for
these have their sorrows as well as the poor.
To Mount Carmel ; not Elisha’s permanent
dwelling place, but, as the woman knew,
a favorite place with him for fellowship with
God. Saw her afar off. From the eleva-
tion he could see a great distance. To Gehazi

his servant. This man, as his subsequent

history reveals, is an example of how people
may have to do with God’s business and
be, nevertheless, little godlike. Yonder is
that Shunammite ; riding on an ass, a servant
with her, v. 24. FElisha, knowing her well,
readily recognized her at a distance.

V. 26. Run . . to meet her. Elisha thinks
there must be something wrong when he
sees the woman (women travelled little in
those days) making such haste. Is it well
with thee . . thy husband . . thy child ? liter-
ally, ““Is there peace to thee, ete. Pt
well. She simply answers, “ Peace.” She
would not waste words with Gehazi. Perhaps
she may by womanly instinet have had some
inkling of the kind of man he was. She
would go directly to the one source of help,
God’s prophet.

V. 27. Caught him by the feet ; an attitude
of humblest and most earnest supplication,
still seen in the East. (Compare Matt.
18 :20.) Gehazi came . . to thrust her avay ;

thinking she was not sufffciently regarding
the dignity of his master.

(Compare Matt.




Elisha and The Shunammite

19 :13-15; 26 :7-10.) Let her alone ; . . her
soul is vexed (troubled). Formalities may
well be dispensed with in the presence of
great sorrow. The Lord hath hid it. Elisha
had not been supernaturally informed of what
had occurred. The Lord made special re-
velations to His prophets only when needed,
leaving them at other times to learn about
events just as other people did.

V. 28. Did I desire a son ? Compare vs.
16, 17. Her words are almost a reproach,
and imply that it would have been better
never to have had a son than to have him
and lose him. Did I not say, Do not deceive
me ? It seems to the woman that the pro-
phet has broken his promise by allowing
the child given to her to be taken away.
II. The Helpless Servant, 29-31.

V. 29. Gird up thy loins ; fasten up at
the waist the flowing garments, such as were
worn in the East, so that you may run with
all speed. Salute him not. Salutations in
the East, even at the present day, take up
a great deal of time (see Light from the
East). Lay my staff on the face of the child.
With quick sympathy Elisha divines the
cause of the mother’s trouble, though she
has not declared it. There is no ground
for supposing that Elisha expected Gehazi
to bring the child to life. He may have
wished to teach that the power to do this
.is in God only, v. 33. Or he may have in-
tended merely to comfort and cheer the
mother, by letting her see that something
was being done, and to awaken in her an
expectation of the restoration he himself
would bring about.

Vs. 30, 31. I will not leave thee ; with the
emphasis on ““ thee.” Gehazi and the pro-
phet’s staff were well enough, but the mo-
ther heart takes no chances. Verse 21 shows
it at work. It was a true instinct as well
as faith, that led her to cling to the man
of God in her sore need. He arose, and fol-
lowed her. Such faith, combined with such
perseverance, cannot possibly fail. There
was neither voice, nor hearing. Elisha's staff
in the hands of Gehazi was only a stick. It
was no substitute for the prophet himself.
Certain churches talk of “ apostolic succes-
sion " ; but grant (which is not according
to history) that there is direct succession
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in ordination, “apostolic orders are of no
avail without apostolic power.” Went again
to meet. He was on the return journey before
Elisha and the woman reached Shunem.
Is not awaked ; from death, represented by
the figure of sleep. (Compare Job 14 :12;
Ps. 13:3; Acts 7:60.)

III. The Powerful Prophet, 32-36.

Vs. 32-34. When Elisha was come. Only
he could bring back the departed life. The
child was dead ; implied, though not asserted
in v. 28. Laid upon his bed ; in the little
chamber built for the prophet, vs. 10, 21.
Shut the door. There is to be no parade ;
he must be alone with God (compare Matt.
0:25; Acts 9:40). Prayed unto the Lord.
Compare 1 Kgs. 17:17-23. We do not
read of Gehazi having prayed. (See James
5:16.) He went up. The guest chamber
was an upper room. (See illustration,
Home Stupy Quartery.) Lay upon the
child, ete. ; practically a repetition of Elijah’s
action when restoring the widow’s son, 1
Kgs. 17 : 19-21. The “ action seems to say,
¢ Either let me share death with him, or let
him share life with me.””

Vs. 35-37. Walked . . to and fro; wrestling
in earnest prayer to God. The child sneezed.
The power of breathing had returned.
Opened his eyes. The second effort succeeds.
The prophet’s faith in God has triumphed.
Take up thy son. Compare Luke 7 :15.
With what anxiety the woman had waited ;
but now her faith was rewarded. How
great her joy ! Fell at his feet. The power
was of God, but Elisha was the instrument
of that power, and in token of her gratitude
to God she falls at the prophet’s feet, even
before she takes up her son. Contrast the
nine lepers, Luke 17 :18.

Light from the East

Sarvre—Orientals, to whom time is
ordinarily of little value, are much more
dignified and leisurely in their intercourse
than the busy, matter-of-fact people of the
West. Every enquiry made of a laborer,
or of a beggar by the wayside must be pre-
ceded by some formal salutation or pious
wish for his welfare. If you dismiss a beg-
gar without alms you must give him a
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benediction. In a casual meeting with a
friend, elaborate and repeated enquiries are
made for each other’s health and for the
health of every member of the two families.
There a
three answers to every question, and it is
accounted rude to depart from the
which custom prescribes.
you,” is the most common form of salutation
among Moslems, and the conventional reply
is, “ And on you be the peace of God and
His blessings.” If one is asked how he is,

set answers or a choice of two or

form

“ Peace be on

Elisha and The Shunammite

he replies, “ Praise be to God,” and it is
only from the tone of his voice that you can
tell whether he is well or ill. An acquaint-
ance meeting another after a brief absence
will say, “ Thou hast made us desolate by
thine absence from us” ; and he is usually
answered, ¢ May God not make us desolate
by thy absence !” And all this is accom-
panied by elaborate motions of the body
and of the hands. On the rare occasions
when he is in a hurry, he never sees or hears
his friends on the street.

APPLICATION

So she went and came unto the man of God,

v. 25. Not more readily do the steel filings
seek the magnet, than does the soul that
knows God turn to Him in

w-l::‘\::rn times of sorrow and distress.
But we must have found the

road to Him in days of quietness and peace.
Else our very sorrow will blind our eyes and
prevent us from seeing the way clearly. It
is only well-trodden paths into which we
turn
lives.
Is it well with thee ? v. 26. This is the
We say to our friend
How

when a great grel has come into our

common greeting.
when we meet him, ¢ Are you well ? v
much of
misery is wrapped up in the
good or ill health of a few
people in the world ! If our cherished ones
are well, then there are few things besides
that can happen which will altogether over-
How thankful we should be
when there is no sickness upon any of our

our happiness or

The Blessing
of Health

whelm us.

loved ones !

She caught him by the feet, v. 27. There
is nothing to be ashamed of in earnestness.
And we should be specially in earnest about
the welfare of those linked to
us by the ties of kindred. Our
earnestness, if it be real, will
find expression in efforts and prayers for
their good. It may bring upon us some-
times the ridicule of the thoughtless and
light-headed. This we can well afford to
endure, if only we reach the end for which
we strive.

I thou meet any man, salute him not, v. 29.
Not in its letter but in its spirit, we do well

Dead in
Earnest

to heed this command. True it is, that we
s owe to each other lhe' little
of Way kindnesses and courtesies of
life. But these must not be
suffered to distract us from our pressing
duties, or prevent our giving to these our
full attention and energy. KEach moment
brings to the worker some one task, and to
this his whole strength and power and time
is to be given,‘without thought of anything
else. It is only thus that we can do our best
work.

And the mother of the child said . . I will not
leave thee, v. 30. 1t is remarkable how many
there are who learn to trust in God through
some human person.  Very
often it is through trust in
some human friend that we,
draw near to God Himself. Many a student
in Edinburgh was drawn to God by what
he saw in that rare soul, Henry Drummond.
What nobler ambition can there be for any
of us, than to possess and use such a power
for the good of others ! It is then that we
stand nearest to that lofty level upon which
the Man of Nazareth moves, who is the great
Mediator, through whom we draw near to
the holiest of all.

He . . shut the door upon them twain, V. 33.
Upon himself and the dead child. When
the door opens, there will still be a dead
child :—so says everyone but
one woman, who has eyes to
see marvellously, even through
her tears. It is a reversal of the old saying,
“ geeing is believing.” Believing, here, is
seeing, and faith’s sight is never at fault,
as, in this case, we discover.

Leading
Godward

Belleving
18 Seeing
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** The door is shut, but God is there,
The living God who answers prayer :

What will .he answer be ?

A glorious answer comes ere long,
A prayer is quenched in endless song :
‘Where, death, thy victory ?’"

He . . prayed unto the Lord, v. 33. The
greatest of all deeds are wrought by those
who thus absolutely and confidently cast
themselves upon the divine
strength., This is just as true
to-day as ever it was. Such
faith nerves men to the highest exercise of
their powers, and the thing that would
otherwise seem impossible is accomplished.
Such prayer is an outgoing of the whole
nature to God, and is never left unanswer: 1.

Doing the
Impossible

And the child opened his eyes, v. 35.  How
unworthy of the great gifts of life and sight
the child would have been, had he used them
to walk in ways of sin! In no
way less to blame are we, whose
life and powers God has given
and preserves, if we do not yield them to

The Right Use
of God's Gifts

His service. Common gratitude should keep
us in the path of obedience.

And . . he said . . Take up thy son, v. 36.
With her son hefore her eyes, this woman
could never doubt God’s power over death,
We have a far more convineing
proof. For Jesus came forth
from the grave never more to
taste death, and as the living Saviour, is
showing His power every day in the world.
How firm a confidence should be ours!

She . . took up her son, and went out, v. 37.
A lesson that should not be overlooked is
that the blessing of a son given to her and
restored, when he had come
under the power of death, was
the result of her own kindness
of heart and readiness to provide for the
comfort of the prophet of God. Good deeds
are not always rewarded in the same fashion,
but we may say that no good deed is done
without some profit coming to the doer of it,
and there is no better work to be engaged
in than the blessing of others. Not he who
gets but he who gives is happiest.

A More Con-
vincing Proof

The Profit
of Kindness

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

It will be necessary for you to tell the
story of the lady of Shunem from verse 8
onwards. Mention her social rank, her kind-
ness to the prophet, his desire to recompense
her in some way for her attentions, the birth
of her son, his illness and death due to sun-
stroke, her confidence in the prophet, shown
by v. 21, and her hastening to Elisha.

Employ a map, if possible, to indicate
the relation of Shunem and Carmel. Notice
the proximity of Shunem to one or two
places familiar in the New Testament.

The scholars are already acquainted with
Mount Carmel. Picture the lady, as she
rides toward the place of Elisha’s sojourn ;
mention her thoughts, or, still better, get
the class to mention them. What were the
thoughts of the prophet when he saw her ?
Discover “these from the command he ad-
dressed to his servant Gehazi, What did
the lady mean by the answer, “ It is well " ?
Did she speak the truth? Or have the

words a sense which does not oceur at once
to an ordinary reader ?

Why did she lay hold of the feet of the
prophet 2 Why did Gehazi seek to remove
her ? What enabled the prophet to discern
that her soul was vexed ? What kept her
from saying plainly, “ My son is dead” ?
Speak gently and softly, and the scholars
will feel the mood which will enable them
to grasp the situation. Why did Elisha
send Gehazi to place his staff on the face of
the child ? Had the lady no faith in the
mission of Gehazi Is this the import of
her words, “ I will not leave thee” ? Why
did Elisha accompany the lady home ?  Was
it because of her solemn assurance that she
would not leave him ? Was it because he
doubted the success of Gehazi's mission ?
Was it because he wished to share in her
joy when her son should be given her again ?
Or, was it simply because he felt that it was
the will of God that he should go, and that
he went not knowing what s before him ?

Picture the return of Gehazi, and his
message. Follow Elisha into the room,
which was practically his own. What body




422

{s that on his bed ? Inquire why he acted
as he did ? What is the idea conveyed by
his mode of action ? Why was the action
repeated ? Can we answer these and similar
questions which occur to us ? Who was the
real agent in the restoration of the child ?
Why was Elisha alone while the miracle was
being wrought ? Sketch vividly the rest
of the scene, dwelling especially on the
mother’s gratitude and joy.

Ask the class for the lessons of the incident.
Make use of all relevant answers. Speak of
bereavement in the home ; the pain and
sorrow it causes ; the blessedness of sym-
pathy ; the duty of our doing all we can at
such times to show our fellow-feeling and
friendliness. Add more purely Christian
considerations : mention that the aspect of
death is changed to the Christian. We
grieve not for the dead, as was the case under
the Old Testament dispensation, for we know
they are with Jesus. Touch finally on death
as coming to all, even the young, and then
apply the words, ““ It is well with the child,”
to the death of all who belong to Jesus;
they ““ do immediately pass into glory.”

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The lesson centres upon a boy, and may

be taken up under these headings : How
the boy came ; How the boy went ; How

the boy came back again.

I. How tae Boy Came. It was all
through his mother’s kindness to one of
God’s servants, a minister or missionary,
as we should say. The class will be charmed
with the quaint story of vs. 8-10. The
home was the richer because of the expendi-
ture for the prophet’s comfort. It secured
a guest who brought God’s presence with
him. There was one shadow over this
household, and especia'ly on the mother’s
heart ; there was no child. Through
Elisha’s prayers God sent a baby boy. This
was a thousand times reward for the kind-
ness shown.

11. How tue Boy

Went, Says Dr.

Thomson in * The Land and the Book "’ :—
« T know by experience that this valley of
Shunem glows like a furnace in the harvest
time.” This explains the sad tale —where
will you find a sadder one as simply told ?

Elisha and The Shunammite

—of vs. 18-20. Not many words, the fewer,
indeed, the better, are needed to describe
the mother’s sudden sorrow.

III. How tae Boy Came BAck AGAIN.
Any boy might be proud to have such a
mother. True, her actions, at first sight,
seem strange, but when we get the key to
them, there is no praise too strong.

She does not sit down and cry. There
is a time to weep : but it is not when any-
thing can be done to save or restore life.

Can the class explain the wherefore of
v. 217 If they can, they are ‘ warm o
upon the finding of the key.

The man of God’s bed may be good for
the restoring of the child, but the man of
God himself is better. Is not this the ex-
planation of the woman’s journey to Elisha ?
vs. 22-25. (Make it very vivid)—her prompt-
ness, her determination, her eagerness. And
was it not worth while ? The man of God
might bring him back to life.

The scholars will be interested in seeing
how her eagerness brushed aside Gehazi,
vs. 25-26, (perhaps with a woman’s quick
insight, she saw through that doubtful char-
acter) ; and in Elisha's tender solicitude
as to the cause of her grief, v. 27, and his
prompt understanding of how it was with
the boy, and his equally prompt sending
of the servant and the staff, vs. 28, 29 (see
Exposition as to why Gehazi was sent).
Love feeds importunity, and importunity is
apt to triumph, v. 30.

The mother has done all that she can ;
she believed that God could give her back
her child (is not this the key ?) ; and now
(iod’s servant and the dead child are shut
up alone with God, v. 33.

What will the outcome be ? Who can
doubt 2 The detail of the miracle will hold
the attention of the class. The pith of it
is, that God wrought through a man who
came in close touch with those he would
help, and who looked to God alone for the
power. Glad as was her mother heart her
sense of God’s goodness was stronger still.

Imagine the mother’s joy, vs. 36, 37. But
note that her first thought, as it should be
in even our highest joys, was of God. She
fell at the feet of God’s servant, even before
she took up her son.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under several headings.

Lesson Points

It is well with us when grief drives us to
God. v. 25.

A kindly greeting hinders no errand. v. 26.

Work is well done only when done with
all our might. v. 29.

The closer to God, the nearer to the source
of power. v. 30.

It is heart to heart work that tells. v. 34.

When God borrows our blessings it is only
to restore them with generous interest. v. 36.

Gratitude is the human response to
heaven's grace. v. 37.

From the Library

Woman, of pure and heaven-born fame,
Though Scripture’s hallowed page

Hath made no mention of thy name,
Thou livest on from age to age.

For ne'er was brighter lustre thrown
On path by woman trod,
Than hers, who “ dwelt among her own ”
And cared for those of God.
—Bernard Barton.

The good Shunammite had lost her son ;
her faith she lost not.—Bishop Hall.

A Western woman can hardly realize how
great a sorrow such misfortunes are to her
Eastern sister. A son is affection, support,
position.-—Geikie.

Some commentators see a difficulty here,
as if a prophet were bound to know every-
thing supernaturally.  But in reality the
revelation of past facts, capable of being
learnt in the ordinary way, was reserved for

Cook.

It is an honor and a help to abide in the
company of a great man, but in proportion
to the privilege is the responsibility. Gehazi
the servant of Elisha cannot rise to the
opportunity ; he goes out from his master’s
presence o thief carrying a curse instead
of a blessing.—Professor W. G. Jordan.

rare oceasions,

The man of Giod came forth, and led the child
Unto his mother, and went on his way.
And he was there—her beautiful—her own—

Living and smiling on her—with his arms
Folded about her neck, and his warm breath
Breathing upon her lips, and in her ear
The music of his gentle voice once more !
—N. P. Willis.
No shattered box of ointment
We need ever regret,
For out of disappointment,
Flow sweetest odors yet.
The discord that involveth
Some startling change of key
The Master’s hand resolveth
In richest harmony.
—~Quoted in Pulpit Commentary.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. Tell the whole story of Elisha and the
family at Shunem.
2. A mother’s love.

Prove from Scripture

That the dead shall rise.

Lesson Questions
[From the HOMK STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors— For howlong was Elisha prophet?
Of what family do we read in the Lesson
chapter ?

25, 26 Who came to Elisha 2 Where was
he ? What thing had happened ?
Whom did Elisha send to meet the woman ?
His question ? Her answer ?

27, 28 How did the woman show her earn-
estness ?  Who was Gehs What did he
wish to do ? What did Elisha say ?

20-31 Whither was Gehazi sent ? How
did he prepare for the journey ? What com-
mands given to him for the journey ? What
was he to do with the staff ? Had this any
effect? What had Elisha done ?

32-37 To whom did Elisha pray ? What
did he then do ? The first signs of life in the
child ? How did the mother show her grati-
tude to Elisha for restoring her child ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Where is Shunem ?  What kindness had the
Shunammite woman shown to Elisha ?

25-28 What errand sent her now to Elisha ?
To what offer does she refer ?  Of what does
she complain ? What did David say when
his child died ? (2 Sam. 12 :23.)

sad
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29-31 Explain Elisha’s purpose in his com-
mand to Gehazi ? Where did the disciples
of Jesus fail to effect a cure 2 Why ?  (Matt.
17 : 16, 19, 20.)

32-37 By whose power was the child
raised to life 2 What means used 2 Where
does our Lord claim the power to give life ?
(John 5 : 21.) -

Seek-Further Questions—What three
persons did Jesus raise from the dead? What
disciples of Jesus were commanded to salute
no man by the way”’?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
(1) At Nain, Luke 7 : 11-15. (2) Rom. 13 : 8.

The Catechism

For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 45, 46. The First Commandment,
and what it requires. The First Command-
ment assumes that men will worship some
being or beings. It does not present a choice
between the true God and no god, but be-
tween the true God and false gods. ~ Sim-
ilarly, Joshua called the people to choose
whom they would serve (Josh. 24 : 15), and
Elijah summoned his nation to follow God
or Baal, 1 Kgs. 18 :21. So Jesus also said
to His disciples, “ Ye cannot serve God and
mammon,” taking for granted that they
would serve one or other.

The duty here laid down is to recognize
Jehovah as the true God. This recognition

includes (a) the knowledge of who or what
Jehovah is. We must know Him as Creator,
Preserver, Governor and Redeemer. (b) It
also includes faith. We must believe that
God exists and that He is what He reveals
Himself to be. We must believe that we
are his creatures and children. (c) Again
confession is included in the recognition of
God. Confession is made, not only by
accepting a creed, but also by acts of wor-
ship, such as praise, prayer and thanksgiving
in public and private. All this is required
in the First Commandment, and failure in
any of these particulars is condemned by it.

The duty enjoined in this Commandment
is man’s highest duty. Christ declared it,
and the kindred Commandments of the first
table, to be the “ great Commandment in
the law,” Matt. 22 : 37, 38. Reason teaches
that love and reverence to the highest and
best Being in the universe are the highest
duty of all rational creatures. Nothing can
ennoble and elevate the soul like fellowship
with the Holiest.

Obedience to this Commandment is the
foundation of morality. Experience teaches
that where people forget God and the claims
of religion, the moral law is trampled under
foot. The inspired apostle (Rom. ch. 1)
declares that when men, although they
“ knew God,” did not glorify Him as God,
He gave them up to vile affections.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—God training His people by restoring life.
Introduction—Recall last Lesson. Elisha the helper showed kindness to a poor woman.

To-day we are to hear about

E n

M Gon t US

his kindness to a rich woman,

Here is Elisha at the little
]R ’MV‘/OMA){T" ELISHA village of Shunem (where ?).
E Th('_ OF. ELISHAToﬁ(WOMA)‘{ Here lived a wealthy lady

whode husband owned the land
around Shunem (a farmer).
They had often asked Elisha
to come in and rest and have
something to eat, when he was
P through Sh

The Woman's Gift to Elisha—
Describe, and build with blocks
(or outline on the board), an
Eastern house, square halls,
flat roof, stairs outside. This
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lady of Shunem said to her husband, “ Let
us build for this good man Elisha a little
room on the flat roof of the house, where
he can make his home whenever he comes
this way.” (Build the room in clear outline,
on the roof of the house.) Describe it, with
its bed, divan to sit upon, table and lamp.

Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, had found out
that the lady of Shunem had no little boys
or girls, and she wished very much to have
a baby boy. Elisha promised that she should
have a little son, and prayed God to give
her one, and God did so. She held the dear
little baby boy in her arms, and was so
happy. The little fellow grew and grew, and
soon he was big enough to go out alone to
see his father and the men cutting the grain
in the harvest field. One day he was playing
in the field in the heat of the sun, and he
had a sunstroke. He cried out to his father,
“(Oh my head, my head!” The father,
not knowing how ill the little fellow was,
told one of the men to carry the boy home
to his mother. She nursed him very ten-
derly, but at noon he died.

The Mother’s Faith—Tell the story, vs.
20-24. (What reason has she to think
Elisha can help her ?) With all haste she
makes the journey to Mount Carmel. (Con-
tinue the story, vs. 28-37.) Elisha sees her
coming and sends Gehazi to meet her.

Elisha's Gift to the Woman—Elisha was
able, through power from God, to give back

the little boy alive to his mother. Describe
her joy and thankfulness.

God's Gift to Us—The gift of God is eternal
life.

Golden Text—I1t is God who gives life ;
it is God who takes away life. God gives
us everlasting life in heaven through Jesus
Christ. We only live in this world a few
years at most. When we are preparing to
go for a visit how much we plan and talk
about it ! We should think and talk a great
deal about the beautiful home in heaven,
where we shall live forever with Jesus, if
we love and obey Him.

“ Inasmuch "—The lady of Shunem ex-
pected no reward for her kindness to Elisha,
but what wonderful blessings came to her !
Teach the children that kindness shewn to
any one is not without reward. (Repeat
Matt. 25:40.) It brings joy to our own
hearts. Like Elisha and like Jesus, be kind
to both poor and rich.

Something to Draw at Home—Draw an
Eastern house with Elisha’s room on the
roof, and remember—

The Woman's to Elisha.
Elisha’s Gl FT to the Woman.
God’s to Us.

Something to Remember at Home—'‘ The
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord, ” Rom. 6 :23.

Something to Ask at Home—What did
Jesus say about eternal life ?

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Our Lesson to-day shows won-

THE
POWER or GOD

GIVES LIFE

derful Power. Westand in awe
before the unspeakable power O
| Gop. As soon as the mother
| knows that her son is dead she
| wants the prophet of God. The
| husband sees no connection be-

THE
POWER or GOD
WORKING
THROUGH MAN

GIVES LIFE

tween the boy’s death and God,
but the mother feels dimly perhaps at first, what later she sees gloriously, that Live is not
an accident, or chance, but that the power of God Gives life.

DOES THE
POWER or GOD
WORKING
THROUGH YOU

GIVE LIFE? [

| And so, groping towards God, she seeks Elisha the Man of
| God. The power of God comes to us in our need WORKING
| TarouGH man. He uses men to work out His purposes. Will
| you let God use (erase MaN) You ? Dogs Tue power of God
working through you (erase 8) Give life and strength to
| others ? It matters not how weak we are in ourselves, in
God’s strength we can do great things for those about us.

T ——— S ————

i ===




426 Elisha and

Lesson IV,

2 Kingsd : 1-14. Study vs. 1-19.

ELISHA AND NAAMAN

Commit to memory vs. 10-14.

Naaman

October 23, 1904

Read the chapter, and Luke

1 16-30.
GOLDEN TEXT-Heal me, 0 Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I shall be saved,—Jer, 17 : 14,

1 Now Na'aman, eaptain of the host of the king of
Sy'ria, was a great man with his master, and honour-
able, because by him the Lorb had given 1deliverance
unto 8y . he was also a mighty man 2 in valour, but
he was u leper

2 And thesy’rians had gone out 3 by companies, and
hadl brought away captive out of the land of 1s'rael a
little maid; and she waitedon N man's wife

3 And she said unto her mist ., Would God my
lord were with the prophet that i in sama'ria ! 4 for he
would recover him of his leprosy.

1 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus
and thus said the maid that is of the land of s rael,

5 And the king of Sy'ria said, Go to, go, and I will
send a letter unto the king of Israel, And he
parted, and took with him ten talents of silver, and
six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of rai-
ment.
nd he brought the letter to the king of Is'rael,
saving, s Now when this letier is come unto thee, be
hold 1 have therewith sent Naaman my servant to
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pa when the king of Is'rael had
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am
1 God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth
send untoine torecover aman of his leprosy ? 6 where-
fore consider, 1 pray you, and see how he seeketh a
quarrel against me

Revised Version—!victory: 20f ; 3in bands ; 4 then
9 wave ; l0the rivers.

DAILY READINGS
M.—Elisha and Naaman, 2 Kin -4, T.—
Gehazi's punishment, 2 Kings 5: 1% W.—The ten
urs, Luke 17:11-19. Th.—Christ's touch, Mark
5 — o1 went and washed,” John 9: 1-11,
. 51:1-13. 8,—Promise of

cleansing, Jer 9,

Shorter Catechism—Ques, 47— What is forbid-
den n the first commandment 1 A. The first command-
ment forbiddeth the denying, or not worshipping

8 And it was so, when Eli'sha the man of God Thad
heard that the king of s rael had rent his clothes,
that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou
rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he
shall know that there is & pl‘olllh('l in Is'rael.

9 So Na'aman came with his horses and with his
and stood at the door of the house of

# chariot,
Eli'sha.,

10 And Eli'sha sent a messenger unto him, saying,
Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Na aman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, 1 thought, He will surely come out to
me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp his
God, and 9strike his hand over the place, and recover
the leper.

12 Are not Aba na and Phar par, 10rivers of Damas '~
cus, better than all the waters of 1s'rael ? may I not
wash in them, and be elean? So he turned and went
away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash,
and be clean?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jor'dan, according to the saying of the man
of God : and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of & little child, and he was clean.

would he; 5 And now ; ¢but; 7 Omit had ; & chariots;

and glorifying the true God as God, and our God ;
and the giving of that worship and glory to any
other, which is due to him alone.
LESSON PLAN
1. Naaman at Home, 1-4
11, Betore Israel’ ~ King, 8-7.
111. Before Israel's Prophet, 8-10.
IV, Atthe Jordan, 11-14.
Lesson H ns—Book of Praise, 152 151 ; 38 (Ps.
Sel,); 122; 554 (from PRIMARY QUARTERLY) 126,

EXPGSITION

Time and Place—About 889 B.C.; Da-
via, a kingdom

mascus, the capital of Sy
northwest of Israel.

Connecting Links—The raising from the
dead of the woman of Shunem’s child is fol-
lowed by the two miracles of rendering
harmless the unwholesome food and feeding
of a hundred prophets ch. 4 : 38-44. Then
comes the present incident.

1. Naaman at Home, 1-4.

V. 1. Naaman. The name means “ pleas-
antness.” Captain of the host ; commander-
in-chief of the Syrian army. King of Syria ;
Benhadad 11. A great man with his master ;
meriting and enjoying the king’s confidence.
Honourable ;  highly esteemed by all on
account of his ability, strength of character
and public services. The Lord had given
victory (Rev. Ve Perhaps the rising
power of Assyria was the one Naaman had

defeated. The Hebrew writer ascribes his
success to the Lord. God rules amongst the
nations. Mighty man in valour ; conspicu-
ous for personal bravery. But he was a
leper ; and this one bitter drop poisoned
his overflowing cup of happiness. (See
Light from the East.) The laws of separa-
tion of lepers enforced by the Jews do not
seem to have existed among the Syrians.

Vs, 2-4. Syrians . . by companies (Rev.
Ver., “ bands”). Officic) peace between
the countries did not prevent roving bands
of marauders from sallying forth. Little
maid. As in African wars to-day, captives
were a chief part of the spoil.  Would God ;
a strong expression of desire. My lord
(Naaman) were with the prophet ; Elisha,
whose fame was spread throughout Israel.
Note the absence of bitterness in the little
girl against her captors, and the love felt

|l
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for Naaman by those under him, as well as
by those over him. In Samaria; where
Elisha was at this time residing : whether
in his own house or not, we do not know.
{e would recover him ; cure him of his in-
urable disease. And one (perhaps Naaman
himself) . . told his lord ; the king.

II. Before Israel’s King, 5-7.

V. 5. Go to, go. This expresses im-
mediate action. No time must be lost,
Naaman was such a valued servant that
anything possible must be done for him,
A letter unto the king of Israel. Such a de-
mand “is a clear proof that Israel was a

vassal-state to Syria.” (Benzinger.) The
king was likely Ahab’s son, Jehoram. Ten

talents of silver . . six thousand pieces of gold,
According to one reckoning a talent of silver
was worth $1,940, and a ““ piece ”” of gold
was worth about $10. Thus Naaman’s gift
would be nearly $20,000 in silver and $60,000
in gold. In those days money was in burs,
and was reckoned by weight. Ten changes
of raiment ; commonly presented in the I
as gifts of honor. Compare Gen. 45 :
2 Chron. 9 :24.

Vs. 6, 7. Brought the letter to the king ;
thinking, as his sovereign did, that Jehoram
could control the prophet’s services. 7hat
thou mayest recover. Apparently no express
mention was made of the prophet in the
letter. Rent his clothes ; as a sign of alarm.
To kill and to make alive. Leprosy could
be cured only by divine power. To cure
it meant to give new life (v. 14), and none
but the Author of life Himself could do that"
(see Deut. 32:39; 1 Sam. 2:6), He
seeketh a quarrel against me. Jehoram
thought Benhadad was seeking an excuse
for a raid upon Israel by giving him an
impossible task. He seems to have forgotten
about Elisha and what he had previously
done for Israel (see chs. 3 : 14-27).

III, Before Israél’s Prophet, 8-10,

V. 8, 9. Elisha . . heard . . let him come
now to me. The prophet, clothed with
divine might, can do what the king is power-
less to accomplish. That there is a prophet ;
’u prophet in deed and in truth (compere
Luke 7 :16). Naaman came with his horses
and with his chariots (Rev. Ver.). He came
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a8 o grent man demanding rather than ask-
ing n favor. He must be taught his utter
dependence upon God.

V. 10. Elisha sent a messenger ; likely
Giehazi.  The prophet wanted the Syrian
to know that man had nothing to do with
the cure. The prophet’s keeping in the
baekground shows his true greatness, and
brings God’s part in the cure into clear light.
(/0 and wash in Jordan seven times. Running
water was in ancient times often regarded
ns n eure for disease, but there was no special
power to heal in the Jordan. It was twenty-
five miles away. Elisha sends Naaman
thither to test his faith and humility, and
to teach him that the healing was from
Jehovah Flesh shall come again.
“In leprosy the part affected is covered
with an incrustation so that the flesh seems
all to have disappeared.” (Cambridge Bible.)
IV. At the Jordan, 11-14.

Vi, 11, 12, Wroth ; because, as he thought,
his position and dignity had not been suf-
ficiently respected. I thought. Naaman's
mistake was in making up his mind what
kind of treatment he ought to receive, and
demanding it, instead of waiting to learn
God's way of curing from God’s servant.
Strike his hand (Rev. Ver. * wave his hand ”’);
Nuaman had in mind the methods of the
magicians and sorcerers, and thought Elisha
was like one of them. Are not Abana and
Pharpar . . better ? These bright, clear, cold
rivers of Damascus were indeed far superior
to the turbid, discolored Jordan. May I
not wash in them P If it was only a matter
of water, why not take the best he could
et ?

Vu. 13, 14, His servants said . . My father ;
an unusual form of address, but when people
wish to plead, they use the most endearing
terms,  Some great thing, wouldest thou not
It was more difficult than
the servants thought, for pride and prejudice
must be'overcome. Went he down. Naaman
wisely overcame his pride, and followed his
pervants’ counsel. Dipped himself seven
times in Jordan. His faith was put to the
test in the repeated washings. Flesh of a
little child. The power of God, who could
kill and make alive, was shown in what was
practically a new creation.

ulone.

have done it ?
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Light from the East

Leprosy—is an incurable constitutional
disease of the nerves of the skin and of the
outside tissues of the body. Lumps form
under the skin, which sometimes break and
discharge offensive matter, and these lumps
after a time eat down into the joints, so that
fingers and toes and even limbs will drop
off, and in other cases the arms and legs are
twisted out of shape. The appearance of
the patient is not so repulsive as might be
supposed, for when a joint or a feature does
drop off, nature heals over the wound almost
as well as in a clean amputation. The cause
of the disease is supposed to be eating half-
putrid fish. Others think it is caused by
a certain bacillus. The one theory does not

Elisha and Naaman

necessarily exclude the other. Leprosy is
first mentioned on the monuments of Egypt
about 1500 B.C., and from that country it
spread over the whole world. It was quite
prevalent in Europe in the Middle Ages, but
began to disappear from the fifteenth to th’
seventeenth century. The last native leper
in Britain died about the middle of the
cighteenth century. There are communities
of lepers in Jerusalem, where there is a hos-
pital for them, in which only a few will stay,
and at Nablous, where they will corner up
a traveller to extort alms from him. King
Robert the Bruce is said to have been a leper.

. as in Naaman’s case, did not pre-
activity in military enterprises, such
as his last invasion of England.

APPLICATION

Now Naaman . . was a great man . . and
honourable, v. 1. How endless the variety
we see in human faces ! There is not less
in the characters and reputa-
tions of men. We are always
ready to turn aside and look
upon the man of high place, honorable con-
duct, and great valor. It is a good thing
that one should wish to be great in the
estimate of others, provided such reputation
rests upon a worthy character. The great-
ness in the eyes of men that is gained in any
unworthy way is not likely to be retained.
Some day or other the world will see behind
the veil, and where once they honored, will
despise. The only reputation that will stand
the test of time and the searching light of
judgment, human and divine, is the reputa-
tion founded on real service and sterling
worth.

But he was a leper, v. 1. How often it
is true that a life which has been greatly
favored, has all the sweetness taken out of
it by some one
trouble ! Here was a man of
splendid position, with-a glori-
ous record of valiant deeds, but these could
not make him forget that he was a leper,
and in the home where all might have been
joy, gloom rested. How much those whose
cup of happiness ms filled to the brim
may need our sympathy, because of a single
great grief that has come into their life

True Honor

disease or
One Bitter
Drop

Would God my lord were with the prophet,
v Whatever her own sorrows were, this
little maid still had a kindly thought towards

those with whom she came in

u::::a::‘ contact. Surely this is a lesson

for us all. Wherever we are
there are people whom we may help. The
master has a claim on the servant’s kindly
thought, and the servant has a claim on the
master ; and just as we learn this and put
it into practice will we be helping to answer
the petition, “ Thy kingdom come ! iy

Ten talents of silver . . six thousand pieces
of gold, v. 5. It is a mistake that people
very often make that everything can be

bought with money. The most
‘g::;:';‘:: precious possessions, the great-
» est blessings, cannot be bought
with money. No one ever bought happiness
with it, or love, or character, or the grace
of God. The wealth of the whole world
could not buy them, and yet they are the
greatest and most precious blessings that
ean be obtained.

See how he secketh a quarrel against me,
v. 7. How prone we are to judge motives ;
and very often we are quite mistaken. We

should be slow to attribute
w'::“b’-'a’:o?m wrong motives to anyone. Our
knowledge is so imperfect, that
nine times out of ten we are mistaken when
we thus judge. Nor is this the only reason
why we should be careful in our judgments.

w
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We know how faulty our own motives often
are, and it may be that we are much more
deserving of condemnation than those we
are inclined to judge harshly. Both our
ignorance of others and our knowledge of
rselves should make us charitable.

There is a prophet in Isracl, v. 8. How
paltry all the grandeur of the world is ! The
king could do nothing but rend his clothes,
but the man of God could
speak with assurance. The
dignities of this world and
those of God’s kingdom are not based on
the same things, but while the former pass
away, the latter abide.

Some great thing, wouldest thow not have
done it ? v. 13. How irresistible the logic
of this appeal ! And does it not apply in
its full force to the invitation
of the gospel ? Jesus Christ
asks ug only to trust Him and
obey, while He promises us, if we just do
these things, a complete salvation. And
yet there are those who hold back, because

Lasting
Greatness

Gospel Logic

429

the wa
have u

seems so simple.  But God will not
saved by our doing any great thing,
lest we should claim the honor of it.

Dipped himself seven times in Jordan, v. 14,
How often has God used the things that men
despise to bring about the most glorious re-
sults. The most notable ex-
ample is found in the Cross
itself. To the Greeks and
Romans this was the emblem of shame and
degradation. The Jews regarded it with even
greater horror. For to die on the Cross, so
they believed, shut one out from the favor of
God now and hereafter. And yet who can
recount the triumphs of the Cross ! They are
written in gold in the history of the world.

And he was clean, v. 14. Yes, and ten
thousand times has the precious blood of
Jesus proved its power to cleanse the vilest
heart and life from the stains
of sin. Through the shedding
of that blood we have peace
with Cod, and by it we are constrained to
forsake sin, and seek after holiness.

The Triumphant
Cross

A Fountain
of Cleansing

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Approach the lesson with a distinet con-
ception of the character of Naaman, and
show the scholars how that character is
revealed in the different parts of the narra-
tive. Intimate in starting, that you will
ask, when the lesson has been gone through,
for an estimate of Naaman's character.

Ask for an explanation of the terms ““ cap-
tain of the host,” * king of Syria,” ““ mighty
man of valor,” “leper.” Would a leper
have been allowed to lead the armies of
Israel ? Try to get the class to sketch the
kind of foray referred to in v. 1. Call for
a description of the Isfaelitish maid. Did
she love her mistress ? her master ? Had
she forgotten her native land ? Dwell on
what she says regarding the prophet, as the
key to all that follows.

The words of the girl are reported to the

’king of Syria. Notice his action. What
does this prove regarding his sentiments
towards Naaman ? It confirms the words

of v. 1, “a great man with his master.”
The magnificent presents have their lesson
too. What is that lesson ?  For whom were
the presents designed ? Why was the king
of Israel suspicious of the motives of the
king of Syria? Comment on the king's
rending of his clothes.

Flisha hears of what had taken place.
Giehazi may have witnessed the cavaleade
entering the city. The action of the prophet
shows his authority with the king, as well
as his own confidence in God. Dwell on
these words, ““ he shall know that there is
a prophet in Israel,” and bring out their
significance. Get one of the scholars to
describe the appearance of Naaman and his
horses and chariots, as they passed through
the city to the door of Elisha’s home. Why
did the prophet send a messenger to Naaman?
Was it pride ? Timidity ? Modesty ? Or,
did he wish to teach Naaman that he was
no respecter of persons ?  Go over the details
of Flisha's message. What parts in it were
offensive to the Syrian general 2 What
should have filled him with joy ?

Why was Naaman angered by the mes-
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sage ? What light does his indignation
throw on his temper ? Study v. 11 with
the same question before you ? Why had
Naaman expected to be treated in this way ?
Explain the comparison between the rivers
of Damascus and those of Israel.

Naaman's servants witness his resentment.
Notice how they act. Commend their wis-
dom. They entreat their master, whom
they love and honor, and whom they wish
to see cured of his leprosy, to obey the
command he has received. Speak of their
common sense. How obvious it is! Yes,
but the obvious is often forgotten. The
advisers of the great are not always their
best friends. What an advantage to have
judicious counsellors of any rank ! Masters
and servants can learn much from one an-
other. The remonstrance of his servants
prevailed. Naaman perceived how foolish
it was to disobey a command which might
mean his freedom from an incurable malady.
He carried out the injunction, and, to his
astonishment and gratitude, the words of
the prophet were fulfilled.

The Lesson ends here; but you should
follow on briefly with the account of Naa-
man’s thankfulness and his confession of
Elisha's God.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Elisha is the helpful prophet. He makes
one think of Barnabas, the ““ son of consola-
tion,” Acts 4:36. In the Lesson of two
weeks ago, it was a poor widow to whom
he gives money's worth ; in that of last
week, a rich lady to whom he restores her
child ; in to-day’s, a great lord on whom he
bestows healing ; in that of next Sabbath,
a king, whose army and people he saves.

The present incident is one of the best
known of the Bible stories. It is the girl’s
innings to-day, with that gracious little
maiden ; and a golden opportunity to the
teacher to show the simplicity and easiness
of the way of life through Christ Jesus.

The dramatis persone—the characters "’
—may be named one by one by the class—
a great lord ; a lady, his wife; a little
captive maid ; two kings ; soldiers ; the
prophet ;  the prophet’s messenger ; the
servants of the great lord. And as to
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places, Damascus, the Byrinn  eapital ;
Samaria, the capital of Israel, Klisha's home ;
the lonely banks of the Jordan ; and the
journeyings back and home agnin of the
man who sought healing and found it.

Possibly these five headings many ser
as a framework for the lesson ‘

1. A man who had everything, and yet so
little. Bring out from v, 1, his name, his
occupation, character, and title, his honors.
Could great officer of state ho more to be
envied 2 But. What is Incking 7 Leprosy
was an incurable disease, not to speak of
its loathsomeness : the leper wns already
under sentence of death, The richest leper
is really a pauper. Show how like sin is to
this deadly disease.

2. A girl who had nothing, hut who made
a rich gijt. Who could have less than a
slave girl 7 Not a penny of money, nor an
ounce of influence ; and yot she was the
means of bringing to Naaman the most
precious thing that great general over got—
healing of his disease. Go into the details
of vs. 2-4.  One falls in love with this young
girl, whom even captivity und bond service
cannot sour ; this sweet flower blooming
in darkness. One envies her, with a holy
envy. Her virtues are none too common.
They are very precious,

3. Two kings who forgot—(va, 6-7) : The
king of Syria, who remembered to write a
letter, and to send rich presents (how
much ?) ; and the king of Israel, who re-
membered how ensily the king of Syria
could erush him ; but both of whom forgot
that there was a God, whose power and
whose grace are without mensure,

4. A helper, who first hurts, The details
of vs. 8-12 will hold the class, Muke very
clear that it was not to exalt himself, or to
hurt Naaman for the sake of hurting him,
but to humble that proud man and to exalt
God, that Elisha agted ns he did.

5. A simple act, with a wonderful result.
Wise servants those, v, 13 ; and wise leper,
v. 14; and an instantaneous and perfect
cure. It was taking God's way of it, that
did i*

Hymn 161, Book of Praise, wings itself
through the whole lesson, Lot ench of fmno

scholars recite a verse of it,




Elisha and Naaman 431

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points .

The human instrument of good is worthy
f honor, but the real power is from heaven.
v. L.

Helpfulness is a good cure for hopeless-
ness. V. 2.

Money cannot purchase salvation, but it
can spread the knowledge of it. v. 5.

Sovereigns and subjects must alike own
the sway of the Almighty. v. 6.

A kingly soul does not willingly harbor
suspicion. v. 7.

Christ alone can procure galvation, but
every Christian can proclaim it. v. 8.

He who works the cure has the right to
prescribe the method. vs. 10, 11.

We cannot afford to sacrifice our souls
to our prejudices. v. 13.

All things are possible to him that be-
lieveth. v. 14.

From the Library

One naturally asks, how Syftia came to
need deliverance (see 1 Kgs. 22:1-36).
To this question Scripture gives no
reply ; but the Assyrian inscriptions furnish
a satisfactory one. An Assyrian monarch
had pushed his conquests as far as Syria
exactly at this period, bringing into sub-
jection all the kings of these parts.—Cook.

The Abana and Pharpar both rise in the
mountains east of Damascus, one passing
through it and the other a little below, until
they lose themselves in the desert on the east.
They are prominent streams of great beauty
and fulness that have ever made that region
like a fertile oasis.—McGregor.
Easier to smite with Peter’s sword

Than “ watch one hour” in humbling

prayer.

Life’s “ great things " like the Syrian lord,

Qur hearts can do and dare.

But oh! we shrink from Jordan’s side,
From waters which alone can save ;

And murmur for Abana’s banks
And Pharpar’s brighter wave.—Whittier.
The healing of Naaman is alluded to by

our Lord (Luke 4 : 27) to illustrate the truth

that the love of God extended farther than
the limits of the chosen race; that His
Fatherhood is co-extensive with the whole
family of mankind.—Farrar.

And lo! the scales fell from him, and his
blood
Coursed with delicious coolness through his
veins,
And his dry palms grew moist, and his lips
The dewy softness of an infant’s stole.
His leprosy was cleansed, and he fell down
Prostrate at Jesus’ feet and worshipped Him.
—N. P. Willis.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. What a child may do.
2. How sin is cleansed.

Prove from Scripture

That we need cleansing from sin.

Lesson Questions
[From the HoME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Where was Syria ? What its
capital?

1-4 Who was Naaman? From what
disease did he suffer 2 What sort of disease
is this ? What captive in his home? Of
whom did she tell her mistress 2 What could
he do ? Who told the king ?

57 To whom was Naaman sent ?  What
did he take with him ?  What did the king
of Israel think ?

8-10 Who sent for Naaman ? What did
he tell him to do? What promise did he
give ?

11-14 How did Naaman feel 2 Whither
did he intend to go ?  What did his servants
persuade him to do ?  What was the result ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Where was Damascus 2 What stories be-
tween the last Lesson and to-day’s ?

1-4 What had Naaman done for his coun-
try ? What cause of unhappiness had he ?
How does Isaiah describe the loathsomeness
of sin? (Isa. 1:5,6.) Through whom did
Naaman learn of a healer 7 How had she
been brought to Syria ?

57 Why was Naaman sent to the king of
Israel 2 From whom did David seek clean-
sing fromsin ?  (Ps. 51 :2.)
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8-10 Deseribe the Elisha’s
command. Answer the question, “What
must I do to be saved 2" (Acts 16 : 31.)

11-14 Who induced Naaman to do the
prophet’s bidding ?  What is ‘God’s promise
about cleansing from sin? (Isa. 1:8.)
What prophet speaks of a fountain for sin
and for uncleanness ? (Zech. 13 : 1.)

Seek-Further Questions—When did lep-
ers announce the deliverance of Samaria ?
Where do we read of our Lord’s healing ten
lepers ?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
(1) The daughter of Jairus (Mark 5 : 41) ;
the son of a widow of Nain (Luke 7 * 11-15) ;
and Lazarus, John 11 :43, 44. (2) The
Seventy, Luke 10 : 4.

The Catechism

[For Examination in Doctrine in the Gienera! Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course]

purpose of

Ques. 47. What the First Commandment
jorbids.  This question shows how much
is included in the First Commandment, how
it touches the religious life at every point,
and in how many ways it is apt to be broken.

Breaches of this commandment fall,
broadly, into two classes, negative and
positive. Of these the negative offences
are dealt with first. It is forbidden to deny
that there is a God, whether the denial be
made in so many words or consist in living
as if there were no God. That is to say,
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all atheism, whether in thought or practice,
is condemned. It is a sin, also, to withhold
from God the worship and glory which
belong to Him as at once the true God and
our” God.

The positive transgression of this law co!
sists in giving to others what is due to (3(3
alone. This is even a more grievous wrong
than denying the existence of God or with-
holding from Him rightful worship. We
have a condemnation of the sin of honoring
false gods who were no gods, which prevailed
among the heathen nations surrounding
Israel, and of the combination of the worship
of Jehovah and idols which was the form
of idolatry peculiar to Israel, and was com-
mon among the colonists of Samaria, 2
Kgs. 17 : 28-41.  The law tells also against
the Roman Catholic practice of offering
prayers to saints and angels and paying
divine honor to the Virgin Mary. It is true
that the Roman Catholic church seeks to
justify such practices, by saying that the
honor paid te saints and angels and the
Virgin is of a lower kind than that paid to
God, but the mark by which the two kinds
of honor are distinguished is not satisfactory.
Hodge says : “The important principle is
this:  Any homage, internal or external,
which involves the aseription of divine at-
tributes to its object, if that object be a
creature, is idolatrous.”

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—God training His people by healing disease.
Introduction—Talk about sickness, and medicine, and healing. Recall Elisha’s kind-

ness to the lady of Shunem. We

are to hear to-day about his
kindness to a great soldier,
Naaman. Outline a map, and
make a number of strokes to
represent the Syrians making
raids into the land of the Israel-

ites. They often carried away
captives. (Explain.) Here we

see them marching back to their
own land, taking with them a
little captive maid of Israel. Let
us see what becomes of her!
Here at the head of the army
is the great captain Naaman, a
) brave soldier, a rich man, a
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favorite with the King of Syria, Benhadad.
What a happy man he must be! Ah, no,
there is something that makes him a very
unhappy man.
leprosy (describe), which no doctor can cure.

The Little Captive Maid—See, Mrs. Naaman
‘:9 talking to the little girl ! We have seen
her before. It is the little eaptive maid
brought from the land of Israel. She lives
in Naaman’s house and waits on his wife.
Captain Naaman is very kind to the little
girl. She remembers Elisha, the great pro-
phet of her land. She says to Mrs. Naaman,
v. 3. Mrs. Naaman tells her husband this,
and it is told to the king of Syria. The king
is so glad. He sends a letter to the king of
Israel. This king is puzzled.

Elisha’s Help—Elisha hears of it. “ Send
Naaman to me,” he says. Naaman came
with his horses and his chariots and stood
at the door of the house of
great soldier expected that Elisha would
pay him great respect. (Picture v. 11.)
Elisha does not even come out to speak to
him. He wants Naaman to know that
healing is the gift of God. Elisha does not
want to have the credit of it. He wants
Naaman to have faith in God.

He has a very bad disease,
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(iehazi takes a strange message to Naaman,

v. 11. He is angry at Elisha, v. 12. The
idea ! The great Naaman to be treated so !

Told to wash in the muddy water of Jordan !
No ! he will not ! His servants coax him,
v. 13. He consents, and now God heals
him, v. 14.

Golden Text—Repeat. Let us print the
name of a disease of the soul that is even
worse than leprosy of the body

IN
UICKNESS.
Here is the cure. (Open a paper folded
like a powder paper, on which is printed
BeLipve ANp Opey Gopn,)  Speak of medical
missions as a means of curing both body
and soul.

Faith in God—The little captive maid
believed in God’s power to cure and she told
others. We can do the same.

Something to Draw at Home—Draw some
sin-spots in a heart. Print—Jesus CaN
Wasa Away My Sin,

Something to Remember at Home—1 should
have faith in God.

Something to Ask at Home—What does
Jesus say about IN

ICKNESS ?

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

This lesson is about a Syrian

general called Naaman. Weare |

NAAMAN 3 NAAMAN
) 4 told that he Was a GREAT man, ) |
WAS GREAT a favorite with the king, a valiant WAS GREAT l
man, and a conqueror, Bur (and BUT ‘
that word spoils everything) he |
was A Lerer. The main thing A LEPER |

after all was not that he was
great, and honored, and mighty in battle, but deeper than all, more important than all,
(erase Grear and Was) Naaman was a leper. Would you be willing at’ the close of your
life to have this record as yours :—This man was rich, honored, influential, famous, but a
ginner. All his wealth, and power, and beautiful robes could not change the one great fact,

Naaman was a leper.

But our lesson does not leave him till he was SAvep.

Naaman was

saved (erase A Lerer) By putting away his pride and Trust-ing God. AND OBEDIENCE

was the proof of his trust.

NAAMAN ‘ NAAMAN NAAMAN ‘
WAS WAS SAVED WAS SAVED |
A LEPER BY TRUST ‘

AND OBEDIENCE
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Lesson V.

2 Kings 6 : 823, Commit to memory v, 1
GOLDEN TEXT-The angel of the Lord encamgrlh r
salm

8 1 Then the king of Sy'ria warred against Is rael,
and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such
and such a place shall be my eamp.

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of I rac 1,
«aving, Beware that thou pass pot such a place; for
tnither the 8y rians 2are come down.

10 And th ing of Is'rael sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him of, and
saved himse! », not onee nor twice.

11 sTherefore the heart of the King of Sy’ ria was sore
troubled for this thin and he ealled his servants,
and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of
us is for the king of Is'mel?

And one of his servants said, + None, my lord, O
king: bnt Eli'sha, the prophet that s in Is'rael,
telleth the king of Is'rael the words that thou speak-
est in thy bedehamber.

3 And he said, Go and sspy where he s, that I may
send and feteh him. And it was told him, saying,
Behold, ke is in Do than,

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots,
and a great host : and they came by night, and com-
passed the city about.

5 And when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host 6eom-
yassed the city both with horses and chariots, And
1is servanut said unto him, Alas, my master! how
shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be
with us are more than they that be with them,

Revised Version—! Now : 2are coming: sAnd;
city ; TAnd,

DAILY READINGS

M.—Elisha at
cling arm, P
Th.— A safe refug 8. 91,

18, S.—Who against us? Rom, 8:1
arless trust, Ps. 118 : 1-14,

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 48. What are 1
specally taught vy these words [before me] in the first com-
mandment ! A, These words [before me] in the first

ELISHA AT DOTHAN
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5-17. Read 2 Kings, ¢h. 6to 9; 13 : 14-21,
o(;n‘nd_,nhouv. them that fear him, and delivereth them.—
17 And Eli’sha prayed, and said, Logp, I pray thee,
open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lorp
opened the »f the young man ; and hesaw : and,

hehold, the mountain was full of horses and chariot

of fire round about E

18 And when they ¢ down to him, Eli’sha pray-
ed unto the Lorn, and said, Smite this people, 1 pray
thee, with blindness, And he smote them with blind-
ness according to the word of Eli‘sha.

19 And Eli'sha said unto them, This i not the way,
neither is this the cit ollow me, and I will bring
vou to the man whom ¥ seek, 7 But he led them to
Sama’ria.

20 And it came to pass, when they were come into
sama rin, that Eli'sha said, LoD, open the eyes of
these men, that they may see, And the Lorp opened
their e "‘and they saw ; and, behold, they were in
the midst of Sama’ria.

21 And the king of Is'rael said unto Eli'sha, when

he saw them, My father, shall 1 smite them ? shall I
smite them ?
And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them:
wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken
eaptive with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread
and water before them, that they may eat and arink,
#0 to their maste:
And he prepared great provision for them : and
when they bad eaten and drunk, he sent them away,
and they went to their master. 7 8o the bands of
Sy'ria came no more into the land of Is’rael.

4 Nay ; 6see ; 6 with horses and chariots was round the

commandment teach us, That God, who seeth all
things, taketh notice of, and is much displeased with,
the sin of having any other God.
LESSON PLAN
I. The Patriot Prophet, 8-12.
II. The Dismayed 8. rvant, 13-15.

II1. The Divine Defence, 16-23.
Lesson Hymns- Book of Praise,
Sel, ) : 278 ; 273 (from PRIMARY QUARTERI

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—In the latter part of the
reign of Jehoram, King of Israel, 807-884
B.C.; Dothan, about ten miles north of
Samaria.

Connecting Links—The king of Sy ia
enters upon another irregular campaign
against Israel, but is defeated by the insight
of Elisha, the prophet of the Lord.

I. The Patriot Prophet, 8-12.

V. 8. The king of Syria; Benhadad II.,
Naaman's master. Warred against Israel ;
conducted marauding expeditions. This was
the easier, because there was no natural
separation by mountains or river between

.the neighboring kingdoms of Syria and

Israel. Benhadad showed little gratitude
for the healing of his great servant by Israel’s
prophet (see last Lesson). Took counsel
with his servants ; planned the campaign
with his chief officers. In such . . a place

. my camp. An ambush was to be set for
the Israelites.

Vs. 9, 10. The man of God sent unto the
king of Israel. The king is evidently now
on good terms with the prophet (compare
chs. 3:13, 14; 6 :32), or Elisha, like the
true patriot he was, set aside his own per-
sonal feelings for the sake of his country.
Beware . . pass not such a place. As often
as the enemy laid new plans or snares, so
often did Elisha warn the king. Are com-
ing down (Rev. Ver.). They were in the act
of coming down. Sent to the place ; either
to warn the people in that place, or he sent
some one to act as scout and report to him.
Not once nor twice ; but a number of times.
Thus one man of God was of more service
to the king than his whole army.

Vs. 11, 12. The king of Syria was sore
troubled. Finding himself anticipated in
every move, he became alarmed and per-
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plexed. Which of us is for the king of Israel ?
He naturally thought there must be a traitor
in his own camp. He did not see that suc-
cess or lack of success is not always deter-
mined by the forces which seem to stand
nearest and to be most evident. Elisha,
the prophet. Elisha and his wonderful works
must now have been well known in Syria
and his power talked of. Telleth. 1If he
could cure a leper and raise the dead, he
could discern the thoughts of the heart, so
the Syrians rightly reasoned.

II. The Dismayed Servant, 13-15.

Vs. 13, 14. Go and spy where he is. Ben-
hadad reasoned, that if he could take Elisha
prisoner, the source of the troublewould
be removed. But what if the prophet
discover this plan also ? Dothan. (See
Light from the East, and read Gen. ch. 37.)
Sent . . horses, and chariots, and a great host
(foot-soldiers). So great a force was sent
to make sure work. The capture of Elisha
was too important to take chances of failure.
Besides, it was a task of some danger, Dothan
being so near the capital of Israel. Came
by night, and compassed the city about. The
Syrians were shrewd warriors. They planned
to take the prophet by surprise, and so beset
every way of escape. y

V. 15. His servant ; not Gehazi, who was
now a leper (ch. 5 : 27), and therefore, under
the law of Israel, had to live apart from
others. How shall we do? Death, or cap-
ture and slavery stared him in the face.

III. The Divine Defence, 16-23.

Vs. 16-18. Fear not ; for they that be with
us, ete. “ Elisha speaks as a man whose
eyes are opened, and who in consequence
is sure of Jehovah's protection, whether he
beholds the angelic host about him or not.”
(Cambridge Bible.) Lord . . open his eyes.
The prophet prays that his servant may see
what he himself sees, and then his fears
will be removed. The Lord opened. Elisha
has might and power, but the source of it
all is Jehovah. The mountain was full
of horses and chariots of fire. * Dothan lay
on a hill in alittle plain.” So, forming an in-
ner circle round about the hill, there were seen
thesefiery chargers, God’s army of defence
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taking the same form as the force of the
Syrian besiegers. They came down ; that
is, the Syrians, from the rising ground op-
posite the hill of Dothan.  Blindness ;
“The Hebrew is not the usual word for
blindness, but signifies, not total loss of sight,
but a dazed condition, a visual bewilder-
ment.” (Peloubet.)

Vs. 19,20. This is not the way; to find
Elisha. “ There is a touch of almost joyful
humor in the way in which Elisha proceeded
to use, in the present emergency, the power
of divine deliverance.” (Iixpositor’s Bible.)
Led them to Samaria ; where Israel’s king
and troops were, so that the Syrians sud-
denly found themselves at the mercy of
Israel. In place of trapping Elisha, they
themselves were trapped (compare Job 5 :
12; Eecel. 10 :8). Open the eyes of these
men ; that is, remove the illusion and let
them see where they are. The expression
here has a different meaning from what it
has in v. 17, where it refers to spiritual in-
sight. In the midst of Samaria. They were
getting a dose of their own medicine. Those
who endeavor to overthrow God’s cause find
in the end that they themselves are over-
thrown.

Vs. 21-23. My father ; a very natural
form of address. It will be remembered
that the king was now friendly to the prophet.
Besides, was not Elisha actually the savior
of the nation ? Shall I smite them ? The
king’s eagerness to put them to the sword,
was quite in keeping with the usual manner
in which captives were dealt with in ancient
times (see Deut. 20:13; Num. 31 : 7).
Wouldest thow smite, etc.? Even if these
men had been captives of war, mercy should
be shown them. Much more then, when
they are not, but are prisoners whom God
has delivered into Israel’s hand. Even the
roughest warrior would see the justice of
this. Set bread and water before them. This
showed the noble spirit of Elisha. Prisoners
were not accustomed in those days to receive
such attention and kindly treatment (com-
pare Rom. 12 : 20, 21 ; Matt. 6 : 14 ; 7 : 12).
Great provision ; not simply prison fare of
bread and water, but abundance. Bands
of Syria. (See Light from the East.) Came
no more. Such generosity must have had
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its effect for a time at least ; but the Syrians,
like many others, soon forgot the kindness
shown them, and besieged Samaria with a
great army, v. 24.

Light from the East

Dorran—About ten miles north of Sa-
maria, among the wooded hills of Ephraim,
there is a beautiful little plain covered with
green grass, which, owing to the moisture
in the soil, holds out well in drought. The
ruins of the old town form a grass-covered
mound on the southern side of the plain,
and near it are two large ancient cisterns,
into one of which Joseph was possibly lower-
ed. It was and is still on the main trail
from Damascus and Gilead to Egypt.

Elisha at Dothan

Banps—In all primitive governments
there are chiefs with a large following owing
nominal allegiance to the sovereign, but
living mainly by plunder. Until recently,
bands of Bed made i i into
Palestine at certain seasons and robbed the
peasantry of part of their harvest. Even
yet, travellers going down to the Dead Sea
require an escort of the resident tribes, and
in the region east of the Jordan, where the
authority of the Sultan is only nominal, this
escort costs much more. In Morocco very
recently a chief kidnapped an American and
an Englishman from the suburbs of the
capital, and held them for ransom, making
their freedom conditional on the Sultan’s
grantihz many demands.

APPLICATION

And took counsel with his servants, v. 8.
We are reminded that there is always the
unseen element, and when we plan forgetting

U it, we do foolishly. It is not

o:::.m necessary that we should al-

ways say in words, but we
should ever have the thought in our hearts
as we plan,—“If the Lord will, we shall
do this or that.” For it is as our plans are
pleasing to God who rules that they will
really prosper. It is well to counsel with
our friends ; but we should not forget the
best Counsellor of all, God Himself.

Beware that thou pass not such a place, V.
10. There is no one who is left altogether
without warning as to the course of conduct

to be pursued in life as a whole,

':v":::::" or in regard to some particular

action. He is a wise youth,
and not likely to go far astray, who is ready
to heed the good advice given by parents,
and pastors, and teachers. Many lives that
have made wreck of themselves might have
been saved, had their possessors only heeded
advice given.

Which of us is jor the king of Israel ? v. 11.
We do not act prudently, if we form our
conclusions without having all the facts in

the case before us. A decision

Reckoning With ,.¢ing on imperfect knowledge

is almost sure to be wrong.
We should have an open mind for all infor-
mation, whether it come from friend or foa.

the Unseen

What folly, for example, to live as though
there were no world but the one we see,
forgetful of all those unseen facts and forces
which are so real, though we see them not
with the outward eye!

Spy where he 1s, that I may . . fetch him,
v. 13. The world is full of evils that have
become strong and boast of their might. It

seems to the eye of sense
Certain Victory impossible to overthrow them.
- Opposed to them may be only
a handful of poor and powerless people.
Perhaps there is only a single individual
standing up for the right. But there is no
doubt about the result. The Almighty is
on the side of the right. The resources of
heaven are at the back of those who fight
the evil. Their victory—delayed it may
be—is certain in the end. No foe can prevail
against them, no weapon prosper.

Alas, my master ! how shall we do? v. 15.
Faith is a great factor in a fight. Despair
is a frequent cause of defeat. Hopelessness
is an ally of the enemy. The
soldiers who are sure they will
win are not likely to be beaten.
It is the faint-hearted who fail. And who
have so good a right to banish fear and hold
fast their confidence, as those who are on
God’s side in the battle ? They stand upon
the solid rock.

The mountain was jull of horses and chariots
of fire round about Elisha, V. 17. “ Angels

= Faith,ina
Fight




Elisha at Dothan 437

came and ministered unto him.” That was
in the wilderness of the Temp-
Wh':‘:'"h tation, Matt. 4 :11. “ There
appeared an angel unto him
from heaven, strengthening Him.” That
was in CGethsemane, Luke 22 : 43. An
angel to open prison doors. That, again,
was when one of Christ’s followers was in
need, Acts 12 : 7-10. They are never far
away, these messengers of God. Blessed
are those
“Who like the Seer of old
Can see the helpers God has sent,
And how life’s rugged mountain side
Is white with many an angel tent.”

And he prepared great provision for them,
v. 23. What a piciure of the way in which
the gracious King of heaven has treated us !
We were rebels against Him.
There were weapons in our
hands and hatred in our hearts.
And yet, so far from destroying us, He has
invited us to partake of the rich and abundant
gospel feast. How all our arms should be
cast away ! How hatred should be driven
from our hearts ! How eagerly we should
accept His loving offer, and receive the
priceless blessings He holds out to us ! The
same voice that has said, Come! will greet
us with a most gracious Welcome !

The Gospel
Feast

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers

Should you begin the Lesson by referring
to the war between Russia and Japan ? To
follow that war intelligently, we must know
something about the countries, and we must
have o map. So with this war. It might
be well to look out Dothan and Samaria
on the map at the very outset of the Lesson.

What led the king of Syria to suspect
treachery ? He was correct in his state-
ment, that the plans he formed were made
known to the king of Israel, but wrong in
his inference. Observe that the true ex-
planation is furnished him in his own circle.
What an evidence of Elisha’s reputation !

Ask the scholars what they think of the
proposal to arrest Elisha. Invite some
scholar to describe the Syrian troops as they
set out to seize the prophet. Let him pic-
ture the march, the arrival at Dothan, the
investment of the city. Ask the class,
would they have felt as Elisha's servant
did ?  Dwell on the prophet’s words, “ They
that be with us are more than they that be
with them.,” How was this truth made
clear to the servant ? What is meant by
the opening of the eyes? Why are the
horses and chariots described as consisting
of fire ?

At this stage, ask the class to mention
the contents of the next paragraph. Why
did Elisha ask that those sent to arrest him
hould be smitten with blind ? Must

we think of a state of actual blindness, or
simply of incapacity to judge as to the way
they were going ? What judgment must
we pass on the statement of Elisha in verse
19, “ This is not the way ?”” Why did the
prophet lead the Syrian troops to the capital ?
Show that the purpose of Elisha was generous
throughout. He sought that the God of
Israel might be magnified. What conclusion
as to the character of Elisha can be derived
from this narrative ? Make use of the
Lesson to inculcate the Christian truth, that
our enemies must be treated with kindness.
Mention the work done after a battle by
the workers under the Red Cross.

The great truth of the Lesson is that God
protects His own. This does not mean
that He always delivers them from danger
and death. But the Christian always re-
ceives power to enable him to do and bear
what he should ; and victory is his finally,
for he passes into the presence and joy of
God.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

It was not a war in which the strength
of battalions told. It was ambuscade of
veldt and kopje and thicket. So says v. 8.
It was to be met, therefore, not by great
masses of men in the field, but by wise
counsel in the cabinet and tent. And so
we have :

1. Elisha, a king's counsellor. All wisdom
is of God ; in the case of Elisha ““ the man
of God " here, it came direct. God showed
him, and he showed the king, and the king
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saved himself and his people, vs. 9, 10.
We may and should seek God’s aid in frus-
trating the designs of our foes, and especially
of Satan, the father of lies, our great adver-
sary.

9. Elisha wunder siege. How did they
happen to think of him ? As well ask, how
happen to see a tall spire or mountain top ?
The king of Syria was puzzled (v. 11), for
kings often know less of what is going on
than common people ; his servants knew
v.12. Elisha’s fame as prophet and miracle
worker would travel far (see Matt. 5 : 14-16).
This king learned slowly, or his experience
with Naaman’s errand (last Lesson) would
have taught him how foolish his conduct
in vs. 13, 14. He will find that one breath
of Elisha is stronger than his whole army,
because he is God's man. Another man
who learned slowly is in v. 15. But not
more slowly than the disciples of Jesus
(recall examples). Do we learn any more

Elisha atiDothan

rapidly to trust God ? Elisha had learned
(v. 16) ; King Hezekiah (2 Chron. 32:7,
8) ; Paul, Rom. 8:31. The school is the
school of faith ; we should all be scholars
in it. We learn most swiftly and surely
of all by the eye, v. 17. Note, too, the
key—it is the old, well-worn, and yet never
worn-out one—with which Elisha opened
heaven, “ Elisha prayed.”

3. Elisha, a general. Of what army Y
That of his foes. How did he get possession ?
Again by that wonderful talisman, prayer,
v. 18. For the sort of “ blindness,” see
Exposition. There is the relish of humor
in the situation, v. 19. Imagine the humilia-
tion and dismay, v. 20. But is it ever
otherwise when men try strength with God ?
The greatness of the prophet. comes out in
vs. 21, 22; and for the time the king is
great, too, because he follows counsel from
the Lord. The Syrians also appreciated the
generosity shown : they ceased their raids.

. ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

When human plans conflict with the
divine purpose, the outcome is not doubt-
ful. v. 8.

The wicked are never allowed to perish
without warning. v. 9.

We should be sure of our ground, before we
make accusations. v. 11.

No foe can pluck His people out of God’s
hands. v. 13.

The man of faith is the fearless man. v. 16.

Our pathway is beset with unrecognized
angels. v. 17.

Better to suffer from physical blindness
than from the blindness of sin. v. 18.

Our eyes cannot be opened to spiritual
things too soon ; they may be opened too
Jate. v. 21.

« Blessed are the merciful,” v. 22.

There is divine provision for every human
need. v. 23.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be ready on the day of the Lesson)
1. Elisha, a true patriot.
2. God’s protection of his faithful servants.

Prove from Scripture
That the Lord protects His people.

Lesson Questions
[From the HOME STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—By whom was the land of Israel
invaded ?

8-10 What king is mentioned here ? A-
gainst whom did he make war ? Why was
this ungrateful 2 Who discovered the Sy-
rians’ plans ? To whom did he tell them ?

11,12 Why was the king troubled ?
What did he ask ? The answer ?

13-15 Where was Elisha living ? Who
were sent to capture him ?  Who was greatly
of aid ?

16-23 Why was Elisha not afraid ? What
did he ask for his servant ? Tell what the
servant saw. Whither was the Syrian army
led ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Where is Dothan ?  What event in the life
of Joseph occured at this place ? Give the
reference to a Syrian invasion in last Lesson.

8-12 Who was king of Israel now ? How
did Elisha regard him ? Why did the pro-
phet send him information ? How should
we feel toward our country ?  (Ps. 137 :5.6.)
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13-15 Why was so large a force sent to
capture Elisha ? Who were sent to take
Jesus prisoner ?  (Mark 14 : 43.)

16-18 How were the Syrians brought into
the power of Elisha ? Explain his promise,
v.19. Describe the treatment of the Syrians.
Which disciple did our Lord rebuke for viol-
ence ? (John 18 :11.)

Seek-Further Questions —Where did our
Lord refuse to ask for angels to protect Him ?
What disciples had their eyes “holden” for
a time ?

Answers to Seek-Further Questions—
See 2 Kgs. 7:3-11. (2) Luke 17 : 11-19.

The Catechism
[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly's Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 48. Reasons for obedience to the First
Commandment. Luther asks, “ What is it
to huve a God ? or what is God ?” and
answers, “ To have a God is nothing else
than to trust him and believe in him with
all the heart. . . In what thing soever thou
hast thy mind’s reliance and thine heart
fixed, that is beyond doubt thy God.” If
we utter the prayer, “ Give us this day our
daily bread,” and then live as if food de-
pended entirely upon our trade or profession,
we mock the true God with merely formal
worship, while any real worship we give,
is given to our own powers and efforts.

FOR TEACHERS OF
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Three reasons are here suggested why we
should keep this commandment. The first
is that God sees all things, including our
deeds and words and even thoughts. In
the first six verses of the hundred and thirty-
ninth Psalm, the writer dwells upon the
omniscience of God, while in the following
six he declares the divine omnipresence.
Wherever we go, we are at all times before
God.

The second reason is stronger than the
first. God takes notice of what we do. It
may seem for a time that He is not concerned
about our actions. But our record is before
Him, and He does not overlook a single item.
Some day we shall have to face this record.

The third reason is the strongest of the
three. It is that God is displeased with
the sin of having any other God. This is
not the displeasure of a stern Judge or hard
Master, but of a loving Father. The Israel-
ites ought to have been kept back from
worshipping idols, by remembering that their
sin would displease the God who had de-
livered them from Egypt. And we should
be restrained from giving to any other the
love and trust that belong to Him, by the
recollection of all He has done for us. ““ John
has given us in a single phrase the key to
the keeping of this First Commandment,
when he says, ‘ We love Him, because He
first loved us,’” 1 John 4 :19.” (Dykes.)

THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—God training His people by protecting from enemies.
Introduction—Outline a number of little tents, or better still, have a lot of paper

tents, made by folding oblong
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pieces of white paper and spread-
ing them out like tents. Let
the children form tents by plac-
ing the tips of their fingers to-
gether., What are tents for ?
Did you ever see a camp of
soldiers ?  What are soldiers
for? What do they do when
not in their tents 2 How do our
soldiers fight ? (Show pictures.)

Review—Recall thestory of the
little captive maid and Captain
Naaman. The king of Syria
was still fighting with the king
of Israel. He has heard that
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Elisha knows all about his plans for fighting,
vs. 8-14. Elisha was able to warn the king of
Israel to keep out of his way. He wants to
get hold of Elisha and take him a captive, 80
that he cannot warn the king of Israel.

A Camp of Enemies—Use building blocks
to form a wall with blocks inside for houses
(or draw outline). This is the city of
Dothan. Here is Elisha. One night the
king of Syria came with his horses and
chariots, ete. Place these with his tents
and his soldiers (outlines or objects) all
around outside the walls of Dothan, v. 14.
When Elisha wakens next morning and goes
out of the house this is what he sees. Tell
vs. 15, 16.

A Camp of Friends—Was Elisha afraid ?
Was Elisha's servant afraid ? What did
Elisha pray ? What a strange prayer !
Was the servant blind 2 No ! but he could
not see heavenly things. He could only
see as we see. He could not see the angels
and chariots of fire (God’s presence with
them). Elisha can see these, and he knows
the young man will fear nothing if he only
could see them too. For this he prayed.
Tell the result.

The Enemy Defeated—Tell of the blindness
God sent upon the enemy. They cannot
fight. They cannot see where to go. Elisha
leads them far away from Dothan. Then
God gives them back their eyesight, Tell
how Elisha treated his enemies, vs. 21-23.

In wonderful ways God takes care of His
own people.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text. We
may open our eyes very wide and look about
us, but we cannot see the angels. Our eyes
can only see the earthly things, yet. But
the Bible tells us that angels are watching
over us, guarding, guiding, helping us.
(Mention some of the dangers from which
we are kept.) It would seem as if there are
special angels to guard the little people,
Matt. 18 : 10, Should we ever be afraid ?
Never ! Always do right, and God will take
care of you. (Name things that children
sometimes fear.)

The Bugle Call—How are soldiers called
together ? (Bugle.) Show a picture or
draw outline. Let the children place hand
at mouth to form a bugle. Here is the
bugle that will call God’s angel soldiers to
take care of us—(print) Praver.  (Clasp
hands as in prayer.)

Repeat (Ps. Sel. 26, Book of Praise)—

The angel of the Lord encamps,
And round encompasseth

All those about that do him fear,
And them delivereth.

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a tent.
Print Golden Text.

Something to Remember at Home—God
takes care of me. ’

Something to Ask at Home—What does
Jesus say about God’s care of us ?

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

All young men and women

desire SUCCESS,

Success 18 no

SUCCESS matter of luck or chance. Tt SUCCESS
DEPENDS ON i i 5 DEPENDS ON
SEEING DepeNps  on  SEEING. I'his SEEING
chsidin young associateof Elisha’ssaw \)LLL¥\H)E

he was up early, and saw the ariely)
FACTORS

danger. Yer, but he did not

see ALL that was there. It was
only when ““ the eyes of his heart were enlightened,” that the eternal but invisible realities
dawned upon him.  Success depends on seeing all Tue

Facrors. You notice that the young man’s eyes were opened

SUCCESS : i hi 3
DEPENDS ON after prayer,—after making a place in his calculations (erase
SEEING AvLn Tue Facrors) for GOD. The shrewd man sees only
GOD things ; but the wise man sees God shaping those things to

His purposes,—moulding and modifying things by His omni-

potent will.

Be with God, and then “they that be with us

are more than they that be with them.”
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DEPARTMENT OF SCRIPTURE--I, The Life of Jesus Christ; II. New
Testament Geography and Institutions.

A
—/Aﬁ}{—lt ig recommgended that the Revised Version be consulted in these studies.
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H“ M LESSON I
Tur GosPEL AND THE GOBPELS

The source of our information concerning
the Life of Christ is the New TesraMENT,
The Gospels set forth the career of Jesus upon
earth ; the Acts and Epistles treat of His
continued life among His followers after
His death, the nature of Hig Person, and
the practical application of His principles
to conduet. Jesus Christ is the theme of the
New  Testament.

The word ““ gospel " means either “ God-
v, thateis, God’s word, or *“ good-story.”
vangel "’ signifies ““ good-tidings.” There
is but one gospel which is God’s messuge to
the world, and thi summed up in the
Person Jesus Christ, Gal. 1 : 6-9 ; Heb, 13 : 8,
The written gospel—Though most of the
('{\hlllw were written before our gospels,
there was an oral gospel similar to our present
gospels preached throughout the world from
the eirliest years. As those who had been
personal disciples of Jesus passed away by
death, there arose the necessity of commit-
ting the narrative of Christ’s life to writing,
Our gospels are survivals from many (Luke
1 :1-4), but there is reason to believe that
they contain all of value with regard to
Christ known by the early disciples,

Two Types oF WritteN Goseris—The
first three gospels are very like one another
in their plan of the life of Christ, the muterinl
they use, and often in their words, These
are called the Synoptic Gospels (from root
meaning “ to see together "), because they
present a similar view. The Fourth Gospel
stands by itself.

The synoptic plan, seen most clearly in
Mark, begins the public ministry of Jesus
in Galilee after the imprisonment of the
Baptist. At first sight it would seem us
though the ministry of Jesus lasted only one
year and was confined to Galilee, It cul-
minates in the confession of Peter and the

st

Transfiguration. Then the scene is changed
to Jerusalem during the last week of our
Lord’s life, John’s gospel not only omits
many of the synoptic details, but involves

A ministry of three years, which opens in
Judiea, then is transferred to Galilee, but is
broken by one or more visits to Jerusalem
(chs, 2:13; 5:1). From ch. 7:14 the
gmynl is occupied with the work of Jesus
in Jerusalem and Judwea. It also describes
in very different language from that of the
Synoptic Gospels the substance of our Lord’s
teaching.

(HARACTERISTICS AND PURPOSES OF THE
Fouk GosperLs—

I. Mark. The earliest, written before
70 A.D. ; probably derived from the apostle
Peter. It is the vivid and picturesque gos-
pel of action. Jesus appears as the strong
Son of God, divine in power, sympathy and
suffering, chs. 1 :40-45; 2:1-12; 2:18 to
3:6; 10:45. It has many miracles, but
few long discourses or parables.

2. Matthew aims to show that Jesus is the
Royal Messiah of the true Israel. He fulfils
what the prophets foretold, chs. 4 : 14 ; 12
17; 21:5. There are many of the words
apd parables of Jesus in this gospel, chs. 5
to7; 10:13; 24 :25.

3. Luke wrote for Gentiles. He was a
physician, and depicts Jesus as full of sym-
pathy for the poor and oppressed, the Saviour
of the world. He is the Perfect Man, and
the Son of God.

4. John was written probably in Ephesus
at the end of the first century. It breathes
n spirit of profound love on the part of a
personal disciple, whose aim is stated in
ch. 20 :31. As he learned to know Jesus,
he discovered the Father. This knowledge
of God in Jesus gave him eternal life. So
he desires to set before his readers such a
picture of Jesus as will do the same for them.
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LESSON II
Birta 1O BAPTISM

Tue BirtH aNp CHILDHOOD OF JEsus—
Only Matthew and Luke preserve the account
of this period of our Lord’s life. Matthew
traces His descent back through’ David to
Abrabam the Father of Israel (1:1), in
order to show the lineage of the Royal Mes-
siah. Luke writes as a historian and de-
seribes the origin of the Perfect Man, who
sprang from the purest home circle of the
people, where the hopes of the prophets were
still cherished.

Read especially Matt. 1 :21, 22. The
Royal Messiah born in Bethlehem, the city
of David, gets homage from the wise men
(often called “ Magi"), who represent a
Gentile civilization coming for light to the
King of Israel (ch. 2: 1-12) ; but the true
King of Israel has to escape even in infancy
from the wicked king of the Jews, ch. 2:
13-23. Read Luke 1 . 38, 46-55, for the
spirit of Mary, and ch. 1 :67-79 ; 2:29-32,
for the flavor of Israel’s best piety. Angels
worship the Saviour, whose message is peace
for men, especially the poor, ch. 2: 8-17.

Jesus grows up in Nazareth perfect at
every stage—infancy, Jewish youth (Luke
41-51), opening manhood, v. 52.

Jonx THE Baprist—A Kinsman of Jesus,
also of the finest stock, Luke 1:36. The
last and greatest of the prophets (Matt. 11 :
9, 10), he lived a solitary life from childhood,
Luke 1:80. His ministry (Mark 1:1-8;
Matt. 3:1-12; Luke 3: 1-18), was spent
in the wilderness of Judwa near where the
Jordan empties into the Dead Sea. His
message is outlined in Mark 1 :4. Like the
prophets, he preached that the day of the
Lord’s judgment on corrupt Israel was near
at hand ; that He who was to execute it was
near, and that all classes must prepare for
the coming Messiah by turning to God with
penitence. This was strange and unpalat-
able to the self-righteous Pharisees, Matt.
3:7; Luke3:8; 20 : 1-5. .

The Baptism of John was a symbol of his
message. Those who were baptized signified
their desire of pardon for their sins, Luke
3:3, 16. His baptism was preparatory.

Tar BaprisMm OF JESUS (Matt. 3 :13-17)
—Why does Jesus come to be baptized by
John ? Matt. 3 :15. Because John's bap-

tism is ordained of God, and Jesus, the

Saviour of His people, must share in this
great national repentance, even though He
has no sins of His own to confess.

What the Baptism did for Jesus. (1) He
was more fully endowed with the power and
illumination of the Holy Spirit than before.
This was the formal inauguration into the
Messiahship. (For the promise see Isa. 11 :
1,2; 42:1; 61:1.) (2) The words, Matt.
317, signify that He is the object of the
Father's deepest love and has the most
intimate personal relation to Him. Jesus
goes forth to His life's work as the Messiah
of prophecy, the Servant of the Lord, Ps.
2:6-12; Isa. 42:1

LESSON IIIL
BEGINNINGS

Tug Tempration oF Jesus (Matt. 43
1-11; Luke 4 : 1-13)—Note how brief
Mark’s account is, ch. 1 :12, 13. The Spirit
drives Him out in order to test whether He
is fully under His Father’s will. One great
question is décided in the Temptation:—
Will Jesus become the Messiah whom His
Father desires ; or will He become the
Messiah whom the people hope for? In
the former case He will be thegServant of
the Lord with a hard career of suffering ;
in the latter case He would in the end fall
under the control of Satan, who was popularly
supposed to be Lord of the world. Through-
out, Jesus finds support in the words of
Secripture, Matt. 4:4, 7 10,

The three temptations are in reality differ-
ent phases of one great temptation: (1)
Jesus must live by the will and word of God
alone, and must never use His miraculous

wer to escape from the suffering which

is Father sends. (2) He must go only
where od sends Him, and never presume
upon God's deliverance if He rushes heed-
lessly into danger. (3) He must live only
for the Kingdom of God, and shun any self-
ish ambitions, which are really a service of
Satan. Note that this order of Matthew
differs from that of Luke.

Tue OpeNxiNg oF His MiINISTRY (Matt.
3:1to4:11; Luke3:1 to 4:13; John
1:19 to 4 : 42)—Time, A.D. 26, to the spring
of A.D. 27, John 2 :13.

Jesus remained for a while after His
temptation, with the Baptist near Jordan.
Read especially John's description of Jesus,
John 1:20-37. (Compare Isa. 53 :4-11.)
His first disciples, a cirele of friends, the pick
of the Baptist's followers, sent by him to
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Jesus, to whom they came hoping that He
was the Messiah of Israel, John 1 :35-51.

The return to Galilee with His few fol-
lowers was the occasion of the first miracle
(John 2 :1-11), but Jesus did not yet come
forth publicly, v. 12.

Jesus 1N JenusaLeM—dJesus shares with
His people in the great national feast (John
2:13), and like a prophet He cleanses the

'

the temple, vs. 1 g

The visit of Nicodemus shows that the
attention of the ruling classes was early
drawn to Him. Jesus teaches the necessity
of the new birth. No natural privileges
such as the Jews enjoy make men members
of the Kingdom of God. Those alone belong
to it who have their sins forgiven and possess
the Holy Spirit, John 3 :1-15.

Jesus IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA——It was
not long until jealousy arose on the part
of the followers of John (John 3 :22-30) ;
so Jesus leaves the region of the Jordan.
Another reason why He withdrew to Galilee
was that soon Herod cast the Baptist into
prison, Mark 1:14. On His way to Galilee
through Samaria, Jesus has a wonderful
reception from the half-heathen people of
that country, John 4 :35-42.

To the woman at the well Jesus reveals
the highest truth ever yet known concerning
God. He is the Father : worship of Him is
not confined to any one placg : He is to be
worshipped in sincerity szd;in truth, that
is, not with outward ritwéll performance or
symbol, but with the sincere devotion of

children to ndlaly F; 14thn 4 : 20-24.
i :

Tue Hory Lanp As A WHOLE

' Jesus is not to be explained by the con-
ditions amid which He lived ; but apart from
them He cannot be explained. A native
and a citizen of Palestine, He drew His
parables from its daily scenes, and His
ministry never left its narrow limits. Open
and sensitive to the influence of country,
climate and institutions, the real Jesus cannot
be seen without a knowledge of the geography
and life of the Holy Land.

Syria—The whole, of which Palestine
forms a part, is Syria, the northern and most
fertile strip of Arabia, and geographically
one land, though divided among many tribes.

The highway between Asia and Afriea, it
was the road of commerce and travel as well
as a great battle-field of both ancient and
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moderii times. Egypt and Assyria invaded
each other by this way, and over the same
route came Alexander, Pompey and Na-
poleon. Even the sea, once a barrier, be-
came a path to the nations of Europe.

IMPORTANCE OF SYRIA'S Struarion—Her
seclusion enabled her to preserve the Semitic
character due to the influx of Arabian tribes.

From Africa and Asia she received strongly
contrasting impressions, and the Mediter-
ranean gave her the opportunity of influenc-
ing the nations of the West. To this position
of natural isolation God brought a people
who should receive and keep His re\'clutiun,
and when Judaism was fulﬁ\l(nl in Christian-
ity, it was the point from which the gospel
could be most easily carried to the world.

Tue Form oF Parestine—The lower
part of Syria, shut in before by the sea,
behind by the desert, on the south by waste
lands, and on the north by the Lebanon
range, is Palestine.

Four parallel lines running north and south
divide it naturally into as many parts. (1)
Beginning at the coast there is, first, the
maritime plain, across whose great shore
road the armies of the nations marched.
(2) Overlooking the entire length of the

lain is a range of mountains of varying
eights. (3) On the east of the mountains
lies the Jordan valley, in which the one river
of Palestine rushes to the Dead Sea, sinking
1,200 feet below the level of the ocean. (4)
Then, on the east side of the Jordan valley,
another series of mountains closes the prospect
towards Arabia. Besides these general fea-
tures, there are plains crossing the mountains
and gorges from the higher to the lower
levels. All together have gone to shape the
course of the nation’s history.

CrLimaTE—The remarkable range of level,
and the nearness of the sea and the desert,
combine to cause immense differences of
climate and fertility.

Within the short distance of a hundred
miles, the traveller passes from the snow
and ice of the Lebanons, to the tropical
region of the Dead Sea, with corresponding
contrasts in the animals and plants of these
parts. The great feature of the climate is a
dry and a rainy season. During the latter,
which lasts from April to October, scarce
ever a cloud is seen in the sky. The winds,
too, are important to the life of Palestine,
bringing moisture from the sea in winter,
tempering the heat of summer, and some-
times carrying destruction from the desert.
Palestine is not a land of forests : the wood-
land is open and scattered, yet abounding
in variety and contrast. From the oak and
the pine, it is but a few miles to the palm,
the fruits, and the flowers of the tropies.




An Order of Service

*AN ORDER OF SERVICE: Fourth Quarter

OPENING EXERCISES
1. SILENCE.
11. Tue Lorp's PRAYER.
111, BINGING.
The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just ;
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on Hig succor trust.

Oh, make but trial of His love,
Experience will decide,

How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His trath confide.

For God preserves the souls of those
Who on His truth depend,

To them and their posterity
His blessing shall descend.

—Hymn 11, Book of Praise
1V. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Superintendent. O sing unto the Lord a
new song:

School.  Sing unto the Lord, all the earth.

Superintendent.  Sing unto the Lord, bless
his name ;

School.
day to day.

Superintendent.  Declare His glory among
the heathen,

School. His wonders among all people.

Superintendent. For the Lord is great, and
greatly to be praised :

Sehool. He is to be feared above all gods.

Supevintendent.  For all the gods of the
nations are idols:

Sehool.  But the Lord made the heavens.

Superintendent.  Honor and majesty are
before Him :

Sehool. Strength and beauty are in His
sanctuary.

Superintendent,  Give unto the Lord, O ye
kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord
glory and strength.

School. Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto His name : bring an offering, and come
into His courts.

Superintendent. O worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness :

School.  Fear before Himy all the earth.

V. Sivaiva,  Psalm or Hymn selected.

VI. PrRAVER.

VII. SINGING.

Shew forth His salvation from

Psalm or Hymn selected.

CLASS WORK

(Let this be entirely undisturbed b‘ Recretnry's or
Librarian’s distributions, or otherwise, |

I. RowL CaLL.

11. OrreriNG, which may be taken in a ‘
class envelope, or class and report envelope,

II1. MEMory VERsEs AND CATECIHINM,

IV. LessoN Stupy,

CLOSING EXERCISES

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS.

IL. Sivaisa,  Hymn selected.

111, REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'N DIk |
which may include recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan,

1V. REspoNsIVE SENTENCES,

Superintendent.  Thy merey, O Lord, is in
the heavens ;

School.  And Thy faithfolness rencheth
unto the clonds.

Superintendent.  Thy righteousness in like
the great mountains ;

School. Thy judgments are a great deep :
0 Lord, Thou preservest man and benst,

Superintendent. How excellent is Thy lov«
ing kindness, O God !

Sehool.  Therefore the children of men
put their trust under the shadow of Thy
wings,

Superintendent. O continue Thy loving-
kindness unto them that know Thee ;

School.  And Thy righteousness to the
upright in heart.

V. BINGING.

0O Lamb of God ! still keep me
Near to Thy wounded side ;

"Tis only there in safety
And peace I can abide,

What foes and snares surround me !
What lusts and fears within!

The grace that songht and found me
Alone can keep me clean,

Hymn 225, Book of Praise

V1. Bexepicrion or CLoSING PRAYER,

L]

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be nad at 500, per 100,
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ST. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, TORONTO

A Boarding and Day School for Girls in the Finest Resid :ntial part of Toronto
Full Academic Department Full Musical Department. Full Domestic Science Dept.

' Art " ‘ Elocution * * Physical Culture **

Only teachers of the highest academic and professional standing employed, Pupils pre-
pared for the University examinations, Modern class-room equipments; Music Hall and 18
sound-proof piano practice rooms ; large lawn for recreation.

Applications for admission to the residence should be sent in early.

GEORGE DICKSON, M.A., Director MRS. GEORGE DICKSON,

(Late principal Upper Canada College, Toronto.) Lady Principal.
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I Andrew’s College -2

TORONTO

NEW BUILDINGS NOW BEING ERECTED
The College authorities have purchased 23 acres in Rosedale,

AUTUMN TERM where new buildings are now in course of erection. They
comprise an Upper and Lower School and will accommodate

300 boys.
coMMENCEn The success of the College has continued. There are now 250 pupils in

attendance.
SEPTEMBER 12 y

Nine Masters in addition to the Principal in Residence.
Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College. §
<

P

Upper and Lower School Junior
Write for new Calendar published in December.

| REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., principat
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Your Sabbath School Library §
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May not have on its sheives a proper representation of the popular Canadian
writers. Take a look through it and see if you find there the books of ** Ralph
Connor,” Marshall Saunders, | Macdonald Oxley, Ernest Thompson Seton,
Chas. G. D. Roberts, Agnes C. Laut, Dr. Withrow, John McDougall, f)r. Maclean,
E. W. Thomson, Mre. Traill, Miss Weaver, and the many others of our own
gifted writers, whose books—Canadian in subject matter, and therefore of
special interest and value—should be read by all our boys and girls and people
young and old. The agitation working towards the purchase and use in Canada
of Canadian goods—with its watchword ** Made in Canada''—-may well be ex-
tended to take in the Sabbath School libraries. Don't pass the Canadian
authors by.

We have a Catalogue of 3,000 volumes which we send free upon application.
Our terms and discounts are most liberal, and we offer you the very best
facilities to make a satisfactory selection of good books. ~ Write to-day for
catalogue and terms.
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I‘ THE BOOK PAGE

The Book Page H7

'he Story of the Canadian People, by Davil
M. Duncan, B.A., (Tor.) (Morang & Co., Toronto,
428 pages, 60¢.) is not ....mmx: book, but
an altogether charming history. A leal-hearted Cana-
dian, but without the least trace of swagger, Mr.
Dunean tells his story with relish, as a story worth
telling. His information is ample, not a little of it
from the original sources; his style is simple and
direct : he has an eye for the picturesque, and for
perspective as well; and the events ‘‘ have been
grouped about men of strong personality,” the book
thus gaining an unusual attraction for the young.
As the author tells us, the story of our country *'is
one of eolonization," and that process is traced step
by step in orderly succession from the days of Cham-
plain, nearly three centuries ago, to the opening up
and settling of our great West, which can only be
said to have fairly begun. French and English alike
receive their fair meed of praise, and the discussion of
political questions and political leaders is calm and
well balanced. The 145 illus'rations and 27 maps
are a feature in themselves, sad the various schedules
and indexes aid in making this book easy of reference.
This latest of Canadian histories takes high rank
amongst books of its class, and is likely to remain
long a standard.

** The really modern man is the man who knows
the past.”” This sentence from the preface to The

Philippian Gospel, by lw‘m_ﬂ,ur-

dan, B.A., DD., of Queen’s University, Kingston
S e e —

(Fleming H. Revell-Company, Toronto ; Upper

Ganada Tract Society, Taronto,-202-pages, $1.25
net) explains the purpose of the book. The aim
of the writer is to bring home to the hearts of
his readers, for the guidance and inspiration of
their lives, the utterances of Paul in the exquisite
Epistle to the Philippians. This has been done
with great power and suggestiveness in a series of
brief expositions, thirty-one in number, one for each
day in the month. A better devotional book for
daily use it would be hard to find.

The tities of the chapters in Rev. G. H. Morrison's
Sun Rise: Addresses from a City Pulpit (Hodder &

Stn:ghtnn. London; U.g._’I_‘rac( S(wiety,'l‘umnti,'ﬂ__lu,_

pages, $1.50) are by no means like the goods in the
show window with empty shelves behind. They are
taking, peculiarly taking, as, for instance : The Home-
sickness of the Soul, The Pagan Duty of Disdain,
Near-Cuts not God's, Wasted Gains, When the Child-
Spirit Dies, A Soul to Let; but the matter corre-
sponds. A fresh point of view; living touch with the
life of just to-day; the happy knack of getting the
good out of an illustration without mauling it to
death ; every now and then a short, sharp, shrewd
saying that sticks; and withal so broad and sane a
view of life, and so vital a hold of the divine, that
you read on in spite of yourself, and are the stronger
and more courageous for the reading. The preacher
who wishes a finer edge to his discourse, and to attain
a defter touch, and the general reader who seeks
spiritual stimulus and refreshing in the rush and wear
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: CHOICE BOOKS

;: Erromanga, the Martyr Isie
4 By Rev. H. A, Robertson. With illus-
4  tratioms..... $1.00

4 Hints o q
4 H. Clay Trumbull, D.D. Cloth, $1.25
% Christian Character

) A study in New Testament morality,
c.

< Rex Christus

<4

/: An outline study of China, Paper, 30c.
j‘ (By mail, 85c , postpaid.)

4

% Some Secrets of Christian Living

4 Rev.F,B.Meyer,B.A. Cloth, g6pp.,30c.

4 Rev. Jas. Denney, D.D...

Meadquarters for Religious Literature. Any good and proper book got
4 for you quickly. Send for vur list.

+ Upper Canada Tract Soclely 102 voue siret ToPonlo
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How We Got Our Bible
By Rev. J. Paterson Smyth, D.D.,LL.D.
New edition (making 85,000), with
additional illustrations. Cloth...88c.

Thoroughness

Talks to young men. J. Tham, David-
son. 13 chapters. Cloth, g6 pages, 30c.

The Gospel of the Home
By Rev, D. C. Hossack, M.A., LL.B.
Chaste binding................ ..50c.

PIIIIIIIIIIIIIY
NY Y Y Y Y YV

A Book for Young Christians, entitled

In His Steps
By Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D. 12 helpful
chapters. Cloth 25¢., by mail....30c.
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of the world's work, will alike set high value on this
b ook.

The Teaching of Jesus Concerning Wealth
(Flewi H. Revell Company, Toronto, 208 pages,
$1.00 nel B Tairly exhaustive ™ Ph.D.” treatise
by Gerald D. Heuver, with liberal introductory
chapters on the economic condition of Palestine
in the days of Jesus, and the failure of the Jewish
Chureh to improve the people's social condition.
A ** progressive conservatism " is the author's find-
ing as to Jesus' attitude toward riches, their posses-
«ion, and use. A threefold conclusion is emph 1:
—that Jesus was "' tremendously " interested in the
people’s economic condition ; that He sought to
make this better by making the people themselves
better ; and that He planned to make men better
through the agency of the church.

In The Teaching of Jesus (

purgh, CW»(,\'. To Pag 4
S5 Dr. D. M. Rows has adopted a method well
snited to the purpose of his volume (it is one of the
Handbooks for Bible Classes). After a discussion of
Our Sources of Information, The Form and the Origin
of the Teaching, he groups our Lord's teaching under
cuch great topics as The Fatherhood of God, The
Worth of Man, The Kingdom of God, Christ's Own
Attitude to the Old Testament, and His Outlook
upon the Future, The analysis preceding each
chapter will greatly aid in instruction or study.
E. Griffith Jones' little book, The Master and
His Method, in the Christian Study Manuals

The Book Page (continued)

(Hodder & thu._mld. L.C society, 138
pages, 35¢.), views the subject ata somewhat different
angle, dwelling chiefly on the Great Teacher's
equipment and His method, as contrasted with the
methods of His nation and time, It is & somewhat
new line for a popular manual, and is correspond-
ingly interesting.

Dr. Samuel H. Greene in The Twentieth Cen-
tury Sunday School (Sunday School Board,
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn., 151
Pages, 50c.) discusses in & weries of lectures the
mastery of the Sunday School problem by the pastor
The Sunday School of his own church—Calvary
Baptist, Washington, stands among the great Sun-
day Schools of the world. Readers of his book are
not likely to underestimate the Sunday School as
a part of the church’s working force, or the respon-
sibility of the pastor for its efficiendy and its claims
on a large share of his time and energy.

Two books of great practical value to the teacher
are Studies in the Art of Illustration, by Amos
R. Wells, the bright and versatile editor of the
Christian Endeavor World (Fleming H. Revell
Company, Toronto, 240 pages, 31,00 net), which
shows how we may compel outward facts to shed
their light on moral and spiritual truth : and Con-
cerning Chalk, by Ella N. Wood (same publishers,
750, net), of which it is sufficient to say, that black-
board work, such as is here suggested, is well within
the capacity of the average teacher, and may be
very effective.

University of Toronto

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

sions, of eight months each, commeneing October 8rd ,

There is a distinet and separate course for each of the four years.
The degrees conferred by the University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine (M.B.), and

Ell £ regular course of instruction consists of Four Se

Doctor of Medicine (M.D.).

Students may take a combined course in Arts and Medieine if they w ish to do so.

Arts students who are taking the Honor course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the l’-'l|llirl'l||0||l$uf the

primary work in me 3
and M.B. upon six years' University training.

Attention is directed to the efficient equipment of the University
j » the Medical curriculum. The new building of the Medieal Faculty

00, in the Queen's Park, and affords extensive laboratory accommodation for Pathology
The lectures in the final subjects are also delivered in the new lecture
Instruetion in the other subjects of the medical course are taught in the various science laboratories

prm-m-x\l snhjec
at a cost of §1 X
and Physiology whieh is nnsurpassed.
theatr
and le

ure rooms of the University.

To meet the requirements of the Ontario Medical Council, a course of
This is entirely optional as fur as the University of Toronto 1s coneerned,

a Fifth vear.
Clinical teaching

is given in the Toronto General Hospital. Burnside Lying-in Hos

cine during their Illuinl vears in Arts, and thus it is possible 10 oblain the degrees of B.A

lahoratories for instruction in the
has been completed

nstruetion 18 conducted during

ital, St. Michael's

Hospital, Hospital for Sick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto.

There are special research scholarships offe

offered for scientific research work in any of the various

vision of the Professor in charge.
The Faculty provide th
seholarships available for und #
on the results of the annual examinations.
Further information regarding scholarshin=,
application 0 the Secretary.

R. A. REEVE, B.A., M.D.,
Dean.

medals for the graduating
reraduates in the First and Second years ; these are awarded to the candidates

medals, etc.,

ed to graduates in Medicine, and 1-\‘cr,\'upmmm|ly is now

laboratories of the University, under the direct super-

There are also

Juse (one gold and two silver).

may be obtained from the Calendar, or on
A. PRINROSE, M.B., C.M.
Secretary,
Biological Department, University of Toronto
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HENRY FROWDE

PUBLISHER TO THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

Begs to make known to all lovers of good Books that
at his

Canadian Branch:

25-27 Richmond Street West

a space has been fitted up with chairs, desk and table, and
curtained off, and here will be found a reference library
containing a sample copy of every book published by the
Clarendon Press, also one each of the various

Oxford Devolional, Standard

and Miscellaneous Books

in cloth and fine binding. A selection can there be made
and the editions had from your bookseller.

We shall keep always on hand a very complete range
of ** Book of Praise,” bound up \vithﬂin various styles,
suitable for teachers and scholars.

Cat 'ogues will be gladly sent, descriptive of the various
bindings.

The New Brevier 16mo., Black-faced Tvpe Bibles, printed
¢ the famous “ Oxjord India Paper,’’ in Text, Reference

and Teachers’ Bibles, gives an astonishingly large, clear type

in a convenient size.

HENRY FROWDE

CANADIAN BRANCH: 27 RICHMOND STREET WEST

25-
TORONTO

Please mention ‘‘ The Teachers Monthly ” when writing advertisers.,
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Many Valuable Benefits

GUARANTEED DIVIDEND POLICY

IN THE

CONFEDERATION LIFE
ASSOCIATION

FULL PARTICULARS SENT ON APPLICATION

\W. H. BEATTY, Esq., President.

W, C. MACDONALD, Actuary 1. K. MACDONALD, Man'g Dir.

Head Office, - Toronto

Want a Start?

Then shape things to spend a term in our School—The

of Toronto

We gave over twelve hunared young men and women an uplift during
the past vear and we are well prepared to help as many more this year,
Let us send you some particulars, Write—

W, H. SHAW, Principal.

Fall Ttl‘mll‘(llll september 181

Get our Catalogue
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Please mentien * The Teachers Monthly ' when writing advertisers.
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