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THE

CHRISTIAN BANNER.

“Ifanv man speak, let him speak as the ovacies of God.”
“Thy is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

B VOL. XIL COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, JANUARY, 1858. ¥O. 1

N A TEW FIRST WORDS.

¢, When preparing the first sentences, of the first page, of the first issue
of this monthly work, our hand inseribed and our heart-dictated as

_ follows: " ’

. “Of onc thing we are assured. A severer ordeal does not await us

_ than that through which others have passed in testifying the same

. things. Iu no age of the world has the Lord’s cause been popuiar:
among no people have the people of God, vouching for the truth, been

_ wellreceived.  Persecution has been their portion : martyrs their com-

* panions and comforters, Abel was slain ; Joseph was enslaved ; Moses :

was slandered and withstood ; Jeremiah was imprisoned ; Jesus was cru-
- cified ; Paul, Peter, and James were martyred—and since these illus-

trions examples, a host of heavenly witnesses have also been favored

with the privilege of being doomed to the like noble suffering, Human
. matare is no better now than anciently ; and therefore we anticipate

nothing better as our living inheritanee than what isrecorded in the
* history of the faithful since the world began.’ '

Such was the spirit with which we began laboring through the press
ab the close of £345 5 and although we bad only seen twenty-four birth
days, we do to-day heartily bless the Gracious Master that we were

+ cunbled to begin our labors with such views and anticipations. Cer-

tainly we have not been disappointed : for in all our, struggles it has

" been, remembered that others have passed through scenes and sufferings

i equally severe with no better present veward, and it bas also been
. N . :
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2 THR CHRISTIAN BANNER.,

remembered that no conflict was too great in. view of the sure and ful}
recompense when the accounts shall be finally and divinely bulanced.
‘Will all our reading friends, whether old or new, be assured-—

Tirst : that the religion of the Inspired Scriptures, dictated by the |

Holy Spiritand written by the ambassadors of Jesus, is as precious to
us as ever.

Again;: that we will consecrate our knowledge and the means which
the friends put inte our hands to make the current volume of this
monthly as much after the ‘mind of Christ’ as ability and opportunity
will permit.

Still further : that weshall reckon it, not asa personal favor, but as
a proof tha! the Master nheaven is loved and his canse honored, if the

true Israel throughout out publishing circuit will help us to do the larg- ;
est and greatest year’s work through the Christian. Danner that Das .

ever been done by it.

Liver sinco we were capable of putting two thoughta together, it has
appeared to us most unworthy, grovelling, and unmanly to live for the
mare purposo of eating and driivking and wearing garments. A man is
not & man.in the noble sense of the word who huys and sells and gets
gain that He wiay eat, drink, and dress.  The best that can be said ¢of
such an one’ is to say that he is a human animal, a sad yet splendid
abortion in the living world. To look upward and se# God’s handiwork

in the firmament—to leok downward and aroundward and sce the carth

and the sea witk all the contrivances with which they ahound~to look
into the world of revelation, the great world ofspiritualitics consisting of
the rich wondersand signs and works of Father, Hon, and Holy Spirit
to save and sanctify and glorify a sin-fallen race ;—to thus contemplate
and cnter into the plans of God, and then contemplate man living and
toiling with no other object before him than to amass and use food and
clothes, making the journey of life and passing to the grave as though
he had been erested a meve lump of animated flesh 5 in view of all this,
i it not both correct and gewteel to class him with the ignoble of the
lower creation?

Friends and brethren,anothexr gear hasdawned uponus,  ldfe andits
blessings—the Book of héavem with its enduring and ennobling spiritual
woalth—latge privileges and their pleasures and responsibilities-—are

{ ours. Let us enter into the plans of the Sovereign of heaven and earth,
{ and work like sterling ank intelligent men in vicw of the past, the

presewt, and the future. D. Q.
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GOD TG BE FOUND IN HIS APPOINTMENTS.

" Those who believetGod may always be found in his appointments. 2.

" Those who beliave God may be found out of his appointments,or where
" hehas not appdinted. The tirgt «class yzo dircetly to the Bible, and -

have no troulile in showing:dhat, in all .ages, those ‘who come to God
" or seck him in’his appointments, sincerely, without a single exception,

_ find him, This is undeniable. ‘The ather class, gencrally, in the ab- .
_ stract, or theoretically, admit this ; but:they insist that the Lord may ;
be found, and actually is found,iin magy instances, where he has not -

appointed, or where men have appointel. 'or this, the former class

maintain, there is:ro evidence. Thus #he issue stands, in the first |
. place. But it endsmot here. These-who maintain that the Tord may :
he found where he has not appointed, soon fall mto the habit of direet- -
ing the seeker where the Loxd has not appointed, invariably, for salva- -
tion. They soon give the way not appointed the decided preference over -

. the way appointed. [he way not appointed soon becomes the way

aimost universally practiced. The paxty going in the way not appointed :
becomsa the large pasty,the popular prrty,.ud thestrong party.  With &
all these, the.question-whether & man .can comerto the Lord and find |
him, i @ way whicl Re hus not appointed,thecomes an all engrossing -

" question, upon which their entire relizious claim depends. Their all is
at stake. 1t it ean not seyproved that & man czn come to God in a way

which he has not appeintetligheir cntive claim is forfrited.  No wonder |

that they should be samowhat excited in the examination of the ques-
R tion, especially ifithaysshould find themselves likely to fail in the argn-
| ment.

On the othor'hend, those who come to God aecording to BFisown-ap- -
" pointments, erin His own appointments, not onky know thetdhey are -
safe, but their opponents admit that those whe come tosGod inhis ap-

® Doiniments-are right, that they find @il and are safe. These }‘navc
* nothing &t stake in the controversy. "Whey are wpom sure foobing, as’
all adwit.  They can afford to to be magnanimous, -generous end-fair.
Tleir investigations are not for their.own snke, -as they are :adwiitted
" right, but for the sake of othars, whose position istloubtful,
Fhese are difficult to asssif “I'hey foel their strengih, snd others feel

- it Their opponents have-lookad at exery conceivgb'e place wherg an ‘

\L

O

We have two distinet classes of men now-a-days. Indced, we are .
not certain but there have long been the same two classes, viz.: 1. |

.-
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‘more effectual than the old, the one they have so frequently employed,

4 THE CARISTIAN BANNER.

attack might be made. No sophistry, that we know of, has proved

that the doctrine that moen must come to God in his appointments, cufs
off so many good people. They begin by speaking of the large number
that have never come to God in his appointments, and are consequent-
ly lost, if none can come to God only in his appointments, or if men |
cannot come toGod ina way not appointed. They speak at large of the
exclusiveness and uncharitableness of such a doctrine. They want you
to tell what you think will become of all the good people who have died
without coming to God in his appointments! "What is the intention of
all this? Is it to prove anything? to enlighten anybody ? to show any
o the truth ? or only to prejudice the mind against any light, any
reasoning or argument that may be offered ?

The first thing to look at is the fact, that all have taken a doubtful
in the place of an unquestionable, course, to say the least of it, who
have attempted to come to God by a way which he has not appointed.
If they had come to God in the way which he has appointed, there
could bave been no doubts started in their case. But asitis, to say
the least of it, their case is in doubt, dispute, and wneertainty.  Whe
is to blame for this T Their religious instructors, unquestionably 3 their
editors and preachors, unloubtedly, who have directed them
in the way not appointed, instead of the way appointed. They !
could just as well have dirccted them to the appointments
of God, where all the promises wouid have met them fairly and
plainly, and where they weuld have been involved in no doubt.  Thoss
converted on Pentecost were Jeft in no doubt, for they were directed to
the appointments of God, in which they found the sulvation of their
souls, and the infallibie promises of God. These couverted in Solomon's .
portico were left in no doubt and uncertainty, because they came to the .
Lord in his own gracious appuintments and wet his never-fuiling pro-
mise. Thiswasan end to zil doubt, dispute, and uncertainty. The
same was truc of all converted under the apostles and early evangelists.
These holy men directed them to the appointments of God, in which !
every one, who came honestly and sincercly, found the Lord, without a |
doubt and uncertainty. But how difierent all those who coms |
in some way not appointed. There is constant doubt, dispute, .
and uncertainty, hanging cver it. Who .is to blame for all these, |
wany of them as sinecre as the world contains, being left in
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doubts, disputes and uncertainty 1 Who is to blame for their being
placed ir a questionable position? Nobody but their religions guides.
These have involved them in this doubtful predicament, by directing
them to appointments not of God, when they could just as well have
directed them to the appointments of God. Itis of no avail totalk of
exclusiveness, as a shield for guiding men to appointments not of God;
ror will it amount to anything to speak of uncharitable doctrine. No
charity can make it right to depart from the plain appointments of
Heaven, and make it safe to adopt the appointments of men, or save
him from unceitainty who does it. If men would listen to the proper
dictates of charity, they would be careful to direct honest inquirers to

* the plain appointments of God, where all agree he may be found.

In the popualar sense, Christianity is a system, perfect and dis-
tinet in itself, from everything else. 1t inquires nothing about what
will suit one man or another, one party or another, one nation or another.
It isa system such as it pleased God to give, and such as man must ac-
cept. As to exclusiveness, it admits nothing else fo be right or
acceptable to God but itself. As to the law of Moses, Christianity sets
it aside by the one sweeping statement, that, ¢ by the deeds of the law,
no flesh can be justified in the sight of God.” Respecting those under
the Jaw, and all others, the great Apostle says, ¢“God has concluded
all under sin, that be might have merey upon all.”  As to the law,
the Apostle says, It is abolished.” The first institution was taken
away to make room for the second. Asto Pagan deities, institutions
and worship, Christianity sets them all aside and declares them all
nothing. The religion of Jesus Christ lifts itself up above everything
clse, and pronounces all else inefficacious, displeasing and detestible to
God. It equally pronounces against all perversions of Christianity, cor-
ruptions or mutilations of it, and pronounces favorable to nothing but
dlself, in its native and original purity. It matters nothing about the
number who do not practice it, who do not receive it, or oppose it. Its
Author cas judge, condemn, and punish 2 large number of opposers just
as conveniently as a few, and will just as certainly do it.

Ifevery Jew under heaven had departed from Jerusalem, where the
name of God was recorded, and gone to Gerazim, where his name was
not recorded, God would not have gone there,would not have heard a pray-
er offered there, nor acknowledged a single worshipper there. If Nah-
man, the Assyrian leper, in the place of dipping himself seven times in
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* Jordan, as (rod appointed, had dipped himself seventy times seven int
the Euphrates or Nile, he would have becn a leper still ; e would not.-
have been healed ; but, in the simple appointment of God, the Lord. -
healed him.

If, when Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, that whoever
looked upon it might be healed, the people lad lifted up a thousand .
other serpents and looked a thousand times at' them; and offered ten
thousand prayers,with fasting,God would not have heard noxr Healed them,
They could not come to.God only thongh his appointmeats. If, when
the Lord commanded'tlie Israclites to march round tho walls of Jericho
seven days, once each day, then seven times on the seventh day,. then
blow the trumpets and'shiout,thay had marched twice as far in some other
direction, instituted a.Band of music in the place of a shout, the walls
would not have fallen; and the Blessing of God would not have attend-
ed.  The circumstanec of His: appeinting anything, gives it a prefer- -

i ence, and designates the place wlicre he may be found. Whoever secks

him, where he has appointed, fids him: His appointments stay ap-

pear to man vory simple in some instances. Such appointments as -

anointing a man’s eyes witlhelay and. requiring him to waslt, is an ap- .

puintment of that description'; butr tite-man for whom this appointment

was prescribed, found the blessing of God in it. The dying thief on
the Cross, who could not do anything,.But appealed to Jesus, was not
required to submit to any appointmenty. and simply reccived the re-
sponse, “Lo-day shalt thou He with me in- paradise.”

But when the Lord had aseended to heaven, was coronated, crowned:

t Tord of all, had commenced bis regular administration, “ving sent the:

. Holy Bpivit to guide the Apostles into all truth, and the first full andt’

clear announcement of the gospel was mude, three thousand inguirers

cried out, in intense solicitude, *““Men-und'brethiren; what shiall we do 1

Here follows the appointment of God: ¢ Repent'and be baptized, cvery -

one of you, for remission of sing, and you shall veceive the gift of the -

Holy Spiris.”  Here is the clear appointmentof God.  These inquiring

sonis sunght God in his appointments and found bim. No doult was

left ubouat their convetsion. Nor were there any among them who did

not find.  Why was there no doubt left over their case 7 Because they

came to God inhis appointments, where all admit he may be found.

—3B. Franklin.

“1T we ask anything according tv his will Ile heareth us.”

S e e e o
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THE FUTURE.

The future, "whether it be extended to the.portion of life yet to puss
or to that endless existence which lies beyond death and the grave,
gives either pleasure ar pain-to all.»ud sumetimes both to the same in-

!

dividuals. That it ismot all-of life to live nor all of death to die”
scems to be impressed-om the minds of all who reflect-on thingsrevealed

and the scenes which transpire .around them. The future is truly a
treasury of anticipeted joy and pleasure or-of paim and serrow to all
rational minds. The future of life is often viewed as mor . important
than the part which has passed.

The fulfilment of all good vesolutions, the cxecution-of =11 contempla-
ted schemes, whether great or small, good or evil, belong io the future.
All pleasures not yet enjoyed, all pain not endured, and all good to be

received are stored in the future. The amtbitious one sces in the future :

the Tealization of all his desires whether they be lawful or unlawful.
The righteous antisipate many jeyful scenes in the future beyond death
and the grave.

The present never stays, the past-continually recedes, and the future

approaches ; end so the mind paturally inclines to dwell on the future

; more than the past or presemt. The past cannot be improved but the.

. future may. ‘Hence the saying “all may learn from the mistakes of
© others,” 2ed so-they may by their own if they will be taught by experi-

ence. The future of life is often to many by anticipation bright and

; prosperous, henee though the'past may bave been dark and gloomy and
~ the present joyless yet the future seems to be a solace to them, for they .
- enjoy it by anticipation which is said to give more pleasure than the -

actual pavtieipation will, which is often {rue of earthly things but vot of

: the heavenly.

However well the past may have been improved there is always much

that is important left to be accomplished in the future. Though it
‘may seem to be long enough to accomplish all we may design.to do, yet
it generally proves much too short for our plans. Hence procrastina-
tion defeats usoften in the execution of many contemplated schemes
designed to benefit either ourselves or others,

Upon the right improvement of the future pard of life depends the
improvement of society and the satisfactory terwingtion of our carthly
carcer. The headlessness and prodigality of youth with reference to
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the future of life has proved the ruin of many who might have been
bright ornaments to the human race and done much to improve and ben-
efit society.

The future of life shrinks into perfect insignificance when compared |

with the great future which has no end, in which all things will assume {

© & form durable as heaven itsclf and wholly unlike all forms as yet known ,

i toman. The importance of all things beyond the shores of time in-

" it was unworthy of our attention. That which is sublime, brilliant or

. transporting emotions; should make the spirit long to be with Christ and

ereases in proportion to their durability. Hence wisdom calls upon the
sons of time to prepare for cternity. The infinitude of the future or !
future state may overwhelm the mind if we try to grasp it or assign a |
limit to its duration, but its immeasurability only tends to make |
the things which are un.cen become more important and desirable to
every one who aims at obtaining eternal glory. Iow unwise then to
be concerned only about the present and leave the future unheaded as if

terrific in nature can interest the mind, and certainly the sublimity and
grandeur of the unseen future cternal things should be more attrac.
tive and pleasing to every mind that Joves to contemplate the future,
The rich inheritance of the saints in light, “the crown of life”
and the  eternal weight of glory” all yet in the future should awaken
the mind of every one who hopes to participate in them to lively and

dwell on carth no more—should make earth less adinired and desired
and lead to greater efforts at being prepared to leave it and part with |

* all that is near and dear to us here. But the charms of earth seem !

i to be stronger with many believers than the hope of secing the Lord

_ alike unsatisfactory. Hence ¢ piety with contentment 1s great gain”

~— e

as he is and dwelling where he dwells.

Those who would live gloriously in the future must live for it while
on earth—must be as pilgrims and strangers travelling to a distant,
glorious, and happy country. The trials of the way must be borne with
patience and the many delights it affords xeceived with gratitude as so
many assurances of the Lord’s desire to make us happy in time and
eternity. To the discontented the past, the present, and the future are

i
.
|
|
i

for it fits us for the present state and prepares us for being happy in
the future and enjoying all its enrapturing scenes.

Being reminded by the changing seasons, the ending of one year and
the beginning of another, that time flies swiftly we should review the
past, improve the present; and prepare for the future. The heginning of




* crowil to be gained. A glorious immortal body to be obtained when “the

. measurably disturbs the whole ; and that when a boy casts a stone into

! eth every hair, wnteth our names in his Book of Life, and our very

THS CHRISTIAN BANNIR, 9

the year Whlch lately lay far off in the future furmshes us w1t11 a suit-
able opportunity to form resolutions for future improvement. To the
soul that has been purified in obeying the truth the feture is transcen-

dently important and glorious. Such & one sces in it a heaven and a

dark valley of the shadow of death” has been passed through. A new
society composed of saints and angels to, be enjoyed when placed at the
Saviowr’s right hand on his throne.

To all such as look for these things the following questions are pro-
pounded. What new resolutions of greater activity and zeal in the i
Lord’s service have been made with the begun year 7 How much more |
is to be done this year than last to promiote the spread of the gospel
and the piety of the Lord’s people? If resolutions” have been made
they will be all in vain if not carried out in practice. Use not the
present then for mere pleasure and gratification, but sow it well with
“labors of love and works of faith” and in the future you will reap joy
and peace amid the ineffable brightness of heaven.

J. B.jr

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, NO. 4.

JUSTICE OF FUTURE PUNISHA: NT,
Philosophers tell us that every sound produced, widens in undying
cycles through the air, diminishing indeed, in force, but ever rolling its
undulations in the heavens ; and that a pebble dropped into the middle
ocean rolls its ripples éo every shore.  If these things be admitted, it
may also be affirmed, that a drop of water, separated from the ocean,

the air, it measurably changes the centre of gravitation of the whole
earth. Although these effects may be, by us, inappreciable, yet to?
intellects suited to finer perceptions, they may be quite cognizable. If
one link of the chain is struck, it will affect the whnle, for there are no
chaswos in the universe, no impassable gulphs from the first cause down
to the remotest result. As the least particle of matier cannot act inde-
pendently of the stupendouns whole, so “no man liveth to himself and no
man dieth to himself.” As christians, we can do nothing, whether it
be cating or drinking, living or dying, only unto the Lord, who count-




' templated as disconnected from the whele moral universe ; and too, if

" every man strictly according to his works ; who can prove that a sinful
" deed is to have but a temporary effect, affecting the interests and happi-

10 THED CERIGTIAN BANNER

thoughts in his own Diary. If then our every good act is te tell for
our own good—our eternal good——if no thought or feeling may be con-

each good act is to modify the reward given by him who will reward

ness of the sinner only in this life with an additional brief struggle
with the second death?  If,a good deed is for Gogd, a bad one is againgt !
bim. If, omitting to do evil is a virtue, neglecting to do good is a sin, |
“I was hungry and ye fed me not,” “depart yo cursed.” +Iwasa |
stranger and ye took me in, ”” “Come ye blessed.” By what analogy could
we conclude that the good works of & mostal shall tell on his history
for everlasting yedrs, affording him » harvest of cverlasting life, while
virtuous cenduct in a shers time shall have spent its entire strength!
Are not viee and virtwe in the most absolute epposition?  And shall
not their effeets be dircetly opposed 2 If the result of virtue is ever.
lasting life, that is, everlusting union with God, the result of vice must
be everlasting death, that is, everlasting separution from God.

Iiven if it should be admitted that the wicked ave {o be totally anni-
hilated, shall that drunken hushand, whose brutality lead his wife and ;
children imte poverty, thence into shame snd from that into crime—
shall he who <heated them out of all the positive good of heaven and |
rendered them only fit for anmibilatien, and, for the loss of eternal life,
lead them Mmto an insipid nonentity-—shall he inflict upon them this
unmitigated and endless injury, and thea scttle off his own account by
a simple draught of the wzters of Lethe and a destruction of personal
consciousness?  €od forbid such injustice. 1f] as in the case supposed
the effect of his erime against others be eternal, in ciernally robbing them
of heaven, should ke saffer as long as Lis iniquity affects them, or only
as long, or perhaps not 5o long a time as he was engaged in committing

e crime? An incendiary may lay your house in ashes ina few min-
utes, and should our authorities assigr him a place in the states’ prision
for a term only as long as he was engaged in kindling the torch?  The
assassin drives the hostile point to his victhm's heart in 2 moment,
should he therefore suffer for it only a moment! No verily, for after
civil law has been enforced against him asa desperado, it leaves the |
demands of the moral law of God wholly unsatisficd. e must give
account to God as well as to men.

It is not persons, but characters that God respects. A godly characs !
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ter i3 always pleasing in his sight, and he who possesses it will inevit-
sbly be happy—happy as long as ke remains pure iz heart. The Grave
ghall not even interrupt his joy. His bliss on this side and on the other
side of Jordan js all of ene piecce.  No one thinks it strange that we

. may sow to the Spirit fere, ouly u few days or years, aad from that sow-

ing reap everlasting }ife ; for who would be willing to reap only as long
as he was engaged in sowing 2 Tt is then most evident that the term
of our joys is ne¢: to be determined by the mumber of years we were oc-
cupied in deize good, but by the character we form and sustain, wheth-
er it was fermed in one year orinm three scove and ten.  This character
before Godi must be supported through our probationary state on till death
and in death, when “he that is holy will be holy still”—no possibility

i now of lesing God’s moral imuge, 2nd none of curtailing the saints
© imeortal years.

The application of this principle to the sinner is too plain to need a

! formal statement. ‘Bl duratien of his unhappiness is not to be limited
i Yy his shert career of wickedness, but by the continuance of the ungodly
i eharacter lie forms. 1le ma 7 in this world change that character, pro-
. vided he fice to Jesus for hielp.  1le may be changed from a sinner to

a suint, from an coemy to @ friced by the blood of Him of whem it is

well said,

Jlis ductiine is almighty love,
There's virtae in his name
Toturma mven b & qote,

A Bento a b,

But if this change of heart is not cfiected before he comes to that Tisr

" at which it will be said «ilv thatis filthy let him Dbe fithy still” his
i character will remain wnchanged and consequertly his misery unabeled.

Notwithstanding these undeniable premises and conclusions there are

. mot a few quite honest persons who, having some darling dogma to sus-
i toin, or incurably smitten with a sickly sympathy for those wkom God
i will reward according to their deeds, are forever simpering over the
;  hmmense disproportion between man’s term of sin and  his term of

punishment.”  Their Philosophy of Religion nullifies the force of any
amount of seripture proof, and sticks in their minds like 2 cork in the

i bottle to prevent an impartial investigation of the subject. I is with

& view to this particular phase of things that we have undertaken to
show that the views we have always held of this subject are sustained

by all aualogy and every principle of sound reason,
T. M.

—4
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THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE.

For the Christian Banner,

The Christian Bavner still finds its way to our humble cottage, '
whence it has been & welcome visitor for many years. As usual it |
keeps before its readers the great truth on which rests all our hopes of ;
future bliss, viz: “Jesus Christ our Lord who was made of the seed of |
David according to the flesh, but is declared to be the sox o Gob accord-
ing tothe Spirit of holiness by his resurrection form the dead.”

In the gevernments of men, when a candidate for Office is before the
people, the questions are “What do you think of the man? Of his
principles?  Does his principles meet with your approbation 7”7 &e. &e.
And often in religions matters people say “What do you think of our -
religion, of our chureh” &e. !

But such were not the questions propounded by the Saviour, either with i
reference to himself, or his religion. But it was, “14 hom do men say |
that Ithe Son of man am?”? Not what do they think of my doctrine,
but who do they say Iam? This is the great question ever to be kept
befyre t' e people. The reason why, is seen in Peter’s confession at
-another time. John 6: 67, 6%, 6%, “Then said Jesus unto the twelve,
will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whon
shall we go?  Zhou hast the words of eternal life. And we are sure
that thou art the Christ, the Son of the lining God.” ;

Mannever voluntarily submits himself to be controlled by the will of ;
znother, until he is persuaded of his right to control him. Hence the
child as well as the soldier, when told by his fellow of a duty to per-
form, asks, “Who says so 1 The question of all questions therefore °
to be scttled in our minds, is, “Who is Jesus of Nazareth1”  1fhe is !
the sou of Joseph, we will disregard all of his pretensions. But, ifhe -
is the Sax oF Gop, woe awaits the man who dares to trifle with his au-
thority Faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Lord of all, is essential there- ;
fore to securs obedience

When Moses stood before Pharaoh and said, “Thus saith the Lord
God of Isracl, let my people go,” &c., DPharaoh said, “ W ho is the !
Lord, that I should obey his voice? I know not the Zord, neither {

!
?

will I let Israel go.” Whatmore natural, when this demand was made,
thanto ask, “Who is the Lord?”  And to refuse to let Israel go on
the ground that “I know nct the Lord.”
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When John the baptist came warning the people to flee from the
wrath to come, the Jews sent messengers to ask, “Who art thou1”
«qrg thou the Christ?’ Yes, “who art thou” must be settled in tbelr
minds before they felt under any obligations to obey him,

8o when Jesus came teaching the people, and promising his disciples
cternal life; the people supposing him to be the son of Joseph said in
astonishment “Whom makest thou thyself .  So when Jesus appeared
and spoke to Saul, Saul astonished at the sight, and at the voice that
said, “Why presecutest thou me 3 exclaimed *“Who art thou, Lord {»
It was a satisfactory answer to that quostion, that settled Paul’s course
for life.

When I hear men speculating upon the commands of Jesus Christ,and
saying this is not essential, and that command is not important, &e., 1
make up my mind, such persons have studied doctrines more than they
have the divine mission of the Saviour. For toown that Jesus is divine,
and that he came down from heaven to save the world from sin and its
awful consequences, and at the same time concede that he stooped to
discourse upon unimportant subjects, is so dishonoring to the Saviour,
that I can hardly conceive how true faith in the divine mission of the

Savivur and a thought so unworthy of him as the Son of God, can both !

dwell in one heart.

Ilow unlike Saul when in answer to his question it was said I am
Jesas, whom thou presecuted ! Saul in the full faith now of the divine

- miseion of the Saviour, said, “Lmo, what 2¢ill thou have me {o do 77
* And when told by Ananias to “arisc and be baptized and wash away

thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord,” he arose forthwith and was
baptized.

In the conversion of Saul, we see the power of faith ; in his yielding

to the Lord, we seo manifested the new heart; he shows hsiself a “new
_ creature.”

O my Brother, let us labour to make thiv point stand out before’

the people, that they way believe in Jesas Christ, the Lord of life and
glory, and bow to him 3s Lord of all, on whose word bangs the cternal
destiny of men and angels. And to his great pame shall be the praise
of our talvasion, now and ever more.
As ever yours in the Lord,
A B G
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¢ there mustlve first, feeling cxcited in view of the wrong, and then, ac-

© the powers of the mind and the body, toward a betier an. nobler life,

It is even different in the same men in different instanens of repentarce,

THE CARISTIAN BAXNKRR,
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EEPENTANCE.

[¥e-wopy the subjoined from oue of our Wew Yadkcnchanges. Itis
richly worth a perusal.—D. 0. ]

All genuine repentance has an clementthoth of fediing and of action,
One of these withoutthe other, itheugheither may be better than !
neithar, is not true repentance. Both nrust be eandbined. The kind
of feeling, and the kind of action or conduet which #he feeling produces,
depend greatly upen the nature of the wrong, amd the circumstances at-
tending ftswemmission. But in all whelesome and genuine repentance,

ticn in turning, ordn endearoring to dumm, wway fram .

Repentance of a single wrong act, is grieving at it, and then sfopping
it. Bepentence for o -continued course ofwrong eonduct is sorvow for it,
and an attomptite change and improve it. Repentanee of a whole life that
has been wixong, and of the character that is fad, is the most radical
of all kinds of repentance, and is a-gemuime sorrow for what has been
imapure and is still all -corrue, and a resolute tursing away from it, with

The element of feeling in repentance, is different in different men.

. Some people think that all sepentange is just alike ; that there is a cer- :
. tain capaeity or facubly in the anind which 2 man uses for nothing clse |
- but to repent with ; and that every act-of repentance will be substun-

. resuitssimply from a foeling of the intrinsic loveliness of what is good

tially like every other. This isnot4sve. There iz a repentance which !

. over what is bad.  When a man strikes wrong keys ona piano, and a

" jangling discord breaks owt and grates upon his ear, repentance for him
. is to draw back his fingors, andsstvike the right notes.  Such a repen-

tance 2s this, transferred fsomphysical to nioral things, israre. There :
are fow minds that zwekeyad so high that their first apprehensionsof |

© divine truth«are of whis rarc kind. Men sre not only wicked, but are

. intrinsie excellence of goodnessand truth over wickedness and wrong.

sgencrally mean, Fhey usually begin to repent through their lower -
powers, and only gradually rise towawl their higher. But the noblest
repentance which & wan can cxperience is from the feeling of the

‘Ehere is, o repentance founded on the emotion of conscience—for

" consviénoe i3 nothing but afeeling, Men have a conviction that

[ S
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certain courses are not conformed to the wales of right ; that there is &
discrepancey botween their conduct and these standards 3 amd they there-
fore repent,not on the ground of the “beanty of holiness” but of moral
duty ard ebligation. A man may feel that by a oertaimeourse of wrong
he has degraded himself, and defiled his own charactor in his own eyes;
snd he mey repemt through the fecling of welf-esteemn.  Some of the
most crashing and overwhelming instances of repemtance which are
ever expericnoed, are of this character. & man ‘whe has done wrong

B S

may be gnieved, in view of the relation which his wrong conduct has

had upon & friend, a companion, or & relative: and he may repent
throngh & fecling of wounded affection. The satre kind of repentance
may be exercised toward God—-through a sense of having grieved the

* loving heart of Christ, The feeling of shame, also, is often an element
i inrepentasce. Shame %y the saffering which aman feels when the feel-

ing of approbativencss in wounded, and # is one of the most piercing

! and painful efall human cmotions.  Fear is another element, and one
; which is exceedingly common 5 the dread of impending evil, as the result
ol wicked action. .\ man mag repent through all the various feelings,

though they are not all alike excellent. It may be even the lowest of

* them that leads him to enter the gate of reformation.  Yet itisa deal
. better to repeat from & sease of Grod’s goodness and love, thau from the
- goadings of tear.  Homeare high and some are lower in the moral scule:

bat Gl is w3Eng, not only that a man should be drawn to Tin by love,

* but driven to 31im by fear. DMany men are converted most meanly,

who, heing comverted, bogin afterwards to act nobly. The fear of hell,

the terror of God in the world to come, the overshudowing of the penalty,

* often distract and torment men with tempestmous fears ; but what then?

Biing driven at fivst by lower feelings, they come within the reach of
g 5 )
hicher motives by-an:d-by,until they firmally become susceptible to infla-
B Y Y
ences which at first they conld not feel.
Batthese varions feelings wsaally ceexist in some degree, and several
ssually commingle in & geauine repentance. A man who has done

. wrong sometimes holds up his conduct in the lghtwf shame, and he
. suffers for it the torment of that feeling. At other times, he holds it

up in the light of conscience, and he is wretehed and goaded with
remorse;  at other times, in the light of self-respect, and he cries out,
“I have dishonored myself, andam guilty of demeaningmy own nature;”?
at other times, in the light of other ren’s opinions, and he says, “They
will know it, and I shall be east, out from their society ;" at cther times

—ten
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in the light of affection, and he is stricken with sorrow, because he hag
wounded some loving heart ; at other times, in the light of God’s frown.
ing countenance, and he bows down under a sense of God’s offended i
majesty. A man may repent at one time by one feeling, and another |
time by another. ‘

The fest of all these feelings—of the highest, of the intermediate, |
and of the lowest—is not in the fecling itself, either in its nature or itg |
degree ; but in its result, The highest feeling, if it makes no difference
ina man’s conduet, is nof repentance ; and the lowest, if it does produce
a change, s repentance. The highest feelings, producing no results,
become mean ; and the lowest, when they are victorious, becowe half 1
noble. !

Many men suppose that the pang of suffering, in repentance, has
some healing influence. They do not reflect that suffering simply acts
more powerfully as a stimulus than pleasure, and that there is no bea- ¢
efit in it merely as suffering.  We must not crr with the ascetic. A |
man who is converted through intense sufiering, is no more truly con- i
verted than 2 man who has been entirely free of is, and has felt no pang, |
Many persons, in secking repentance, aim at sufiering, as o wode of !
producing the change. This is the old idea of bodily torture foe penance.
We have got above the physical infliction, but we still trture vurselves
inmind. Persons who, in youth, have done wrong, although they ‘
bave turncd from it entircly and for ever, still even in theis maturer
years carry it bound round about them as a girdle, and never suffer
themselves to be without an abiding memory of their former sin.  They |
taste no pleasure without first throwing into the cup a drop of the old
bitterness. 'They scem to think thut there is an atoning vecessity of
suflering, and accordingly they torment themselves night and day.

It is foily to waet for deeper and more painfal feelings.  Why do -
you scek for feeling at all?  You want it for a superstition and not for
a benefit. A ship lies keeled over in the mud, and the skiyor and alt
the crew are Jooking wistfully to ihe sca; by-and-by they hear the first ;
rustling of the flood-tide, that begins to come in after the long cbb; by
and-by it comes rushing up around the keel, and rises deeyier under the *
ship, until she begins to roll in her bed 5 by-and-by they ker ve the lead
and find an inch of water under the keel, and the ship afloat, and every-
thing is ready to slip the moorings, and to set sail; but the captain
says, “ No, I waut to go ont with a full tide; it’s enough tos hiave three
inches under the keel, but T want to wait for three feet”  But three
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foct would not enable him to do any more than to get out, and if e
can got out with three inches, why does he wait for three feet? If he
is coing all the time toward decper water, that is enough.  What more
docs e want 2 TEa men who by in sorrow for his sins waits for higher
tiles, he waits welessly.  Tle waits from a superstitious heliet that
strong feeling is necessary 5 while the trath is, that more persons are
harmed by too much feeling than by too little.  Some persens, after
conversion, never can forget that they did not have such a hoisterouns
time as other saints did.  Some men say, “I never cease to regret that
1 was not on Mount Sinai, and that I did not hear the thunderings and
lightnings which my friend heard ; I have a feeling that I am not such
a Christian as T would have heen, if T had a more thorough law-work
inmy heart.”” About the beginning of March there will be just enough
sunmer in the Carolinas to bear voses; in April, the gardens of Vir-
ginia will bear them ; in May, the gardens of Pennsylvania and lower
New York 3 in June, the gmduls of Canada. Now suppose a Carolina
garqen should say to itself; “ It was my nature to grow casily and
quickly, and at the first tip of the sun I felt myself all gpringing up,
and blossoming, and I had roses in March; but I shall never cease to
regret it 3 for Tam told that in Canada the gardens do not have roses
wtil June, and T eannot but feel that I have never had so long and thor-
oagh a work in my soil asin theirs?”  The goodness of a garden does
not consist in how long it takes to get rid of winter, but in what it
brings forth after it has got rid of it.  And the test of true repentance
is not how long a struggle men have passed throngh, but what kind of
a change is produced after the struggle is over.

APOSTACY.

+ Few, if any, of the great transitions in human life or character, are
instantancous.  In the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms the
eaanges are gradual and progressive.  Few of them are pereeptible to
he most diseriminating eye, only at considerable intervals. Aided by
the mievoscope, we admiire, because we can trace with more accuracy,
the gradunal, though sometimes rapid movements of inanimate as wcll
as animated matter, in passing from one state into another. But in
universal nature all things are progressive. From the first opening of
the eyelids of the morning, from the first dawning of the day to the
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blushing beauties of the rising sun ; from the awalening of the balmy
zephyrs of the Spring to the solstitial warmth of a midsummer noon;
from the first budding to the mellow fruits of Autumn, how imperecpd. -
ble, but how progressive is the change as it advances, and how manifest
at the cxpiration of these intervals!

In the animal kingdom the same progress appears in every thing, and
in nothing more than in the human family. The infant in passing o
to manhood exhibits in every month some new developmient, which the
ever watehful attention of a mother’s eye cannot discern only at con.
siderable intervals. But thisis the order of the universe. It was s
in creation ; it is so in providence ; it was, and is, and will be so in
redemption.

This progress appears not only onward and upward towards perfeetion
but onward and downward towards destruction in all the kingdoms of
nature. The grass withers, the blossom fades, the fruit decays, the
ripe vegetable and animal gradually vanish away. The full blown rose
drops its leaves one by one till all are gone. The full grown tree droys .
its leaves, then its branches, finally its trank. The progress out oflife
is as gradual as the progress into life and through lifo.

In religion the same progress is apparent. Men grow in virtue aul
in vice. Faith, hope, and love are progressive.  Habit is the offspring
of repeated and progressive acts.  No man becomes a profligate in 2
day, nor is the christian character attained by a few cforts. Henee
the means of moral life, health, and perfection, arc as abundant and as
necessary as the means of animal and vegetable life and growth.

Christians may grow in favor, in moral courage, patience, godiiness,
brotherly kindness, and universal good will, as they grow in stature.
But this growth is not attained by wishing, but by chounding in the
work of faith, the labor of love, and in the paticnce of hope.

Courtship precedes marriage. But this, too, is progressive. No
period of time can be fixed to perfect it. Sometimes the heart is gai-,
ed in a few minutes—sometimes months, and even years may be neces-
sary. But the consummation of the union of hearts is in the unicn of
hands at the Hymeneal altar.

Apostaey is not the work of a moment—it is not an instantancous .
change. As in ascending a lofty eminence, so in descending, we male
but one step at a time. He thatis condemned to death for taking ¢
away. the life of his fellow-man, in retracing his steps can often dir:
cover the first conyetous thought or xevengeful feeling in the long pro-
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gress of erime which terminated in the most enormous of all acts of
wickedness against his brother man. Thoughts precede words, and
hoth generally precede actions.  Murder, adultery, theft, and cvery
immoral er unrighteous act first exist in thought: ¢ Lust when it has
conceived brings forth sin, and sin when it is perfected brings forth
death.”?  1le that hates his hrother is a murderer, becaunse murder is
Suand in the fraits which grow from hatred.

The swmerous cautions found in the New Testament intimate the
danger of apostacy. Where there is no danger no eaution 15 necessary ;
hut cautions always denote danger. < Take heed, brethren, lest there
i lein any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living

God” We have sometimes marked the course of apostates, and heard
' the mournful narratives of others who have made ship-wreck of faith
and a good conscience. Sometimes the mouwrnful tale begins with—
i ¢ I did not as constantly read the good book as T bad been accus-
. tomed to do.  Then T did not find so much delight in sceret prayer as
§ 1 found before.  Occasionally a day has passed without ever meditat-
§ ine onany of the communications of God to man, and without calling
€ upon the name of the Lord.  This led to greater remissness in other
+ duties. I did not guard my lips nor keep my heart as formerly. I re-
pented and reformed 5 but found it more casy to become remiss a
sezond time than before. I used to meet thrice every Lord’s day with
the brethren.  But after having once or twice falien off from my for-
mer zeal and devotion, I made twice 2 day suflice. A little indisposi-
tion, a head-ache, or some slight domestic ineonvenience soon became a
© good exeuse fur going but once on the Lord’s day to unite with the
brethren in the praises of the Lord.,  But my interest in the disciples
began to diminish as my zeal began to cool. T could now see more
flaws in them thau formerly, and less difference between them and
others. T could then find rome very good companions among the non-
" professors, and began to think them almost as good christians as my
- brethren.  IfT found myself futigued or the least judisposed towards
the close of the week, 1 made it a point to »est at home on Sanday, or
j to take medicine on that day, so that I miglt not lose time from my
- work 5 or if T kad any busincss abroad I was sure to start on Saturday
§ - or Sunday, so that I might gain one day in the weck to my business,

+ and would flatter myself that I could very profitably spend the day in
i weditation as I travelled along.
¢ Thus matters progressed until I conld absert myselftwo and some-
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times three Lord’s day in suceession.  When any of my brethren -rould §
inquire why I was ab-ent, T made some exeuse, and told them to Jook |
to themselves. T soon feit displeased with them for their exhortations
and adwonitions, and would sometimes ask who made 1t their husines
to watch over me? I hegan to censure hoth them and their profession, -
and would ask them if they were the only true church of Christ in the
world 7 At this time T had given up all secret prayer, and in my fan-
ily I only prayed occasionally. This soon beecame a dry sort of busi
ness, and I finally left it off altogether.

¢ I found good corwpany in the people T used to eall the people of the
world, and soon preferred their friendship to that of my brethren, whe
became digpleascd with me, and at length (xcJuded me from their s
ciety. I then threw ofi' all restraint, and for many years lave never
seriously bowed my knee to God. I am now often tormented with the
reeollections of the past and the anticipations of the future ¢ vet Ihave
no desire to return, and indeed I am literally without God and witheut
hope in the world.

Such narratives, with some slight variations, may be frequently heard,
if persons who have apostatized from the faith can be induced to con-
municate the full history of their apostacy. ¢ Let him whe thinks be
stands take heed lest he fall.”  And let all remember that immediate.
ly after Paul admonishes the christians not to neglect {he assembling of
themselves together, he next speaks of final apostacy from the truth.
Tt is better never to have known the hoiy commandment, than having
known it to turnaway from the way of rightconsness. A Scotch prover
says, that ¢ apostacy begins at the closet door.”?

THE WILL OF JOUN CALVIX,

Tn the name of God. To all whom it may econcern: bo it known
that in the year 1344, und on the 27th day of the month of April, L
Pierre Cheuelat, citizen and sworn notary of Geneva, having been called
in by John Calvin, minister_ of the word of God, in the church of Gen-
eva, and eitizen of the said Geneva; who, being indisposed in body,
but of sound and disposing mind, hath declarcd to me hix wish to make
his last will and testament: desiring me to write what hic should dictate
and pronounce ; which at his said request I have done, and written
what he hath dictated to me, and pronounced word by word, without
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owmitting or adding any thing thereto, according to what followeth:—
-—Tu the name of God, I, John Calvin, minister of the word of God,
in the church of Geneva, finding myself so much reduced by various
maladies, that T eannot hut think that God will shortly remove me out

" of this world, have ordered te be made and written my testament, and

declaration of my last will, in form and mamner following :—

“First, I give thanks to God, that, taking pity on me, whom he hath
created an:d placed in this world, he hath delivered me ont of the dark-
nes< of idofatry, into which I was plunged ; and hath brought me into
the light of Lis gospel, and made me w pavtaker of the doctrine of salva-
tion, whereo! T was most wnworthy.  And he hath not only gently and
gracionsly borne with my faults and xins, for which I deserved to he
rejected of him and east out, but hath vouchsafed to use my labsis in
preaching and publishing the truth of his gospel.  And I declare it is
my wish and intention to continue in the sane faith and religion, having
no other hope or refuge but in his gratuitous adoption of me, upon

" which is founded all my salvation : embracing the grace which he has

given me in Jesus Chuist, and accepting the merit of his death and

. passion, that so all my sins may be buried; and besceching him so to
i wush and cleanse me 1 the blood of that great Redeemer which was

shed for all poor sinners, that in his image I may appear before his face.
{ declare also, that, according to the measure of grace bestowed upon

- me, I have endeavored to teach his word in its purity, as well in ser-
- mons as in writings, and endeavored faithfully to expound the Ioly

Scriptures; and that in all the disputes which I have had with the ene-
wies of truth, I have neverused either eraftiness or sophistry, but have

* fairly maintained the truth.

Bat, alas! my zeal, if it deserve the name, has been so cold and
wnworthy, that I feel myself highly indebted in all, and through all:
aud if' it were not for his infinite bounty, all the zeal I have discovered
woulld appear light as smoke, and graces which he has bestowed upon
me would only render me more guilty; so that my only refuge is, that
He heing the Father of merey, 1 trust he will be and appear the Father
of 50 miserable a sinner. Jurther, I desire that my body, after my
decease, may be interred in #he castomary manuer, awaiting the day of
@ blessed resurrection.  With respect to the property which God hath
given me to dispose of, I name and appoint as my only heir, my well-

" beloved brother Anthony Calvin ; nominally leaving to him only the

eap which T reecived from Monsicur de Varennes, begging him to be
content therewith, which I am persuaded he will be; knowing that I

* have no other motive than that what I leave may deseend to his chil-
*dren.  Further, T leave to the college ten crowns, and to the purse for
ot strangers, the same sum.  Also, to Jane, the daughter of Charles

Castan, and of my half sister on the paternal side, the sum of ten
erowns,  Further, to Samuel and to John, sons of my said brother, my
nephews, each forty crowns. And to my nicces, Aun, Susanna, and

———
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Dorothy, cach thirty erowns.  As to my nephew David, as e bad, '
proved but light and trifling, 1 bequeath to him only twenty crowns,
for chastisement. This ixin sum, all the property which God haty
given me, as far as L am able to ascertain it, m books, furniture, and
other things.  Should ir, however, prove more, T desire it may be dis.
tributed between my nephews and nieces aforesaid, not exciuding my
nephew David, siould God give him grace to be more chveumspeet.—
But I Delieve that with respeet to this, there will he no difficulty, espee
ially when my debts ave paid, which 1 have given in charge to wy
brother, upon whom T ean depend ; numing him executor of this tesia
ment, with Lawent de Normandie, giving them full power and auther-
ity to make an inventory of, and sell my goods, to produce money, in
order to comply with the contents hereof. Dafid this 20th day of
April, 1564, So be it.

Joiiy Canvix,

RELIGION AND CRUEBLTY OF THE IIINDGCOS. ‘

[The existing rebellion in India, however regarded by politicians and
human governments, is one of the startling and emphatie lessons that
God writes out in terrific letters for the bencfit of the world. Ifitbe
tructhat the Iindoos * deify every passion,” their religion must bave
been understood by our British relatives long, long ago; and if it be
also truc that British policy not simply permitted but sapported this
religion for the sole purposc of national and pecuniary agerandizement,
the (fod of justice and of goodness is now in righteousness paying one
of the instalments as a reward for this national sclfishness, Read
Dick on Covetousness in Tndia, and then read the following :—

D. 0.

THE IIABITATIONS OF CRUELTY.

There has been much reserve used in writing and speaking of the
horrible atrocities which have characterized therevolt. At a meeting
held and at a lecture given, last week, in Crosby Hall, London, Lord
Shaftesbury expressed his opinion that the facts should nothbe concealed.
The lecturer was the Rev. F. T. Statham, formerly a missionary in
India, who treated of the character and tendeney of the Hindou religion;
and apropos to this Lord Shaftesbury said :

¢ The horrors that were perpetrated and endured exceed all power of
description, and many of them are of such a character that it is said they
cannot be recorded. I have seid all along, and I say now, that there |
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liss been a very undue reserve on this part of the subject. Many of
the atrocities have been revealed to us, but a vast number have been
suppressed. I repeat there hasbeen a very undue reserve. The people
ought to know what has been done and what hasbeen endured, and that
not with the viewof stimulating angry feelings, or what has been called
vengearce—~Giod forbid that revenge should prevail in any man’s heart,

ut that you may know exactly whatis the character of the people :

with whom you have to deal, what is the character of that religion and
what is the nature of those institutions that have fostered such a race,
and have given the conception and the development o acts unparalleled
in the whole history of mankind. I know there must be reserve on
such subjects, beeause the indeceney of the details would be such that
you could not commit them to writing or printing and expose them to
the perusal of the public; but there arc many atrocitics that havenot
been stated in all their details, and much of that detail can be given
without trespassing too closely on the limits of impropriety or danger. It
is only this very day that I have seen a copy of a letter written and
sent to England by an officer of rank, who was one of the first that
entered Cawnpore, ¢ few hours, or perhaps only one hour, after the per-
petration of the frightful massacre which was enacted there ; and think
of the deseription he gives, and what was scen by the whole soldiery,

and you will not wonder at the exasperation that was felt by every man

among them who bore the European name. On arriving at Cawnpore,
le states—and he ean searcely permit himself to write the sad story—
that, to his unutterable horror and dismay, he saw a number of Ruro-
pean woman stripped stark naked, fastened by the arms and legs, and
there many of them had been lying four or five daysexposed to a burn-
ing sun; others had been more recently laid down; others had been
actually hacked to pieces, and so recently that the blood which
sticamed from their mangled bodies was still warm. He found chil-
dren of 10,12, 13, and 14 years of age treated in the same horrible
manner at the corners of the streetsand in all parts of the town, attend-
ed by every circumstance of insult, the most awful and the most degrad-
ing, the most horrible and frightful to the conception, and the most
revolting to to the dignity and feclings of civilized men. Cawnpore
was only o sample of what was perpetrated in various parts of that
vast region, and that with a refinement of cruelty never before heard of.
Women and children have been massacred before, but I don't believe
there is any instance on record where children have been reserved
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in cold blood 5 he most cruelly and anatomically tortured in the yresenee
of their horrified pavents before being finally put to death.  Can you
wonder, where sueh a religion prevails as that which has been deseil.
cd, that the people should prove worthy of their tuition whan
opportunity oceurs of developing its fruits? The character of the
Hindoo religion is to deify every passion, every propensity, every morl
sin, and every physical abomination ; bhut Tsay you bave great veasoy
to rejoice that in this emergency, and amid all its frightful cvimies and
atrocitics, Providence has raised wp for you a elass of men that wil
hereafter stand on a level with the best and greatest in the worlds
history.”

FiRST BIBLE UNION MEETING FOIL 18:€.

From documents received from the Bible Union Rooms, New York,
we copy the following :

The Board ¢f Managers of the Ameriean Bible Unien held their first
meeting for 185x, at the Bible Rooms in New York, January 7. The
President, Dr. Armitage in the chair. Rev. J. G. Beardslee, Mis-
sionary at Kingston, Jamaica, led in the devotional exercises.

De. E. Parywey, the Treasurer, presented a report on the finanees of -

the Union, examined and certified by the Auditor, Sylvester Pier. Fy
The receipts for December were #2,205.  Expenses, %2,137. There
is some falling off in the receipts from the last year, and much need is
felt for funds to push forward the publication department, as several
parts of the yevision arc ready for the printer’s hands, and are ouly
delayed for the want of funds to pay the expense of publishing them.
Contributions for this object are beginning to comein. The general
aspects of the Union arc encouraging.

Wy, H. Wyckory, the Corresponding Secrctary, presented an ab-
S > 2
stract from the correspondence of the previous month.  Three hundred .

and forty letters have been received.  These Ictters breathe a spirit of

comfidence and rejoicing in the work of the Union. Some of them, how- |

ever, tell of kard times in money matters.
A letter was read from Rev. Dr. Perking, Missionary at Oroominb,

Persia, informing the Secretary of a small box of ancient and modern

Syriac Seriptures forwarded for the use of the Union, and acknowiedg-

ing the receipt of a copy of the revision of Job, with expressions of .

interest in the progress of our work.
ENGLISI SCRIPRURES.

The revalsion in monetary affairs has not retarded the work of the
Union in the English department, except in the issue of its primary re-
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virions for the examination of sehalurs. The Finad Conmittee e
fahoriously encaed in the exeention of theiv vespansible trust.  And
in ity sueeessfud accomplishment the Board is @raatly enconraged.

The Gospel of Mark is now in process of publicationin the .onfhii.
The Acts of the Apoatles will be dssued complete in one volume in a
few weeks, The affaivs of the Union e cevtainly n o very enconrag-
ing condition : and the institution wall he alle. by the good hand of
(God, to pass through this year of (viad with great evedit, if its {riends
will ecordially sceond the efforts of the Board in proportion to the meas-
ure with which God has prospered them.

We are exceedingly desirous that the friends of the Unien may sup-
ply it with adequate means, and save it frem the necessity of making
appeals for ald.  Let us all consider that the nonetary pressure is pe-
culiarly stringent, and that an institution such asthe Bible Union,
depending on voluntary liberality, is in a very special manner deserv-
ing of attention on the part of those who would keep it in active life

while pecuniary death is doing so large & business throughout the length

. and breadth of the American world. Yes, brethren, lef us not only pray

- for, but give to, the Bible Union, especially let us give liberally and
s g > : £

promptly in view of the fact that in these pressing times many a former
friend may not be able to give. b. 0.

— e e e m

TIIE INHERITANCE IN HTEATVEXN.

No poverty isthere!  Millions of good men have left the earth poer

but never hias one entered heaven poor.  Lazarus, the mement before

" he died, was a begmar at the gate ; but in a moment after death his
’ oo he) 3

estate had grown so vast, that the haughty worldling, still surviving in
all his affluence, in comparison with him was enly a penniless pauper.

Q, poor believer ! rejoice in prospect of your grand inheritance. [t
is “ incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away.” It is really im-
nense, inestimable, unspeakable.  as it not been your endeavor tolay
up (for yourself) treasures in heaven? Why not oftener think of results
there?  Tear not. There is “good news” from that “ far county.”
Unsuccessful as yowmay have seemed on carth, your heavenly schemnes
have all prospered.  The treasury of God overilows with your wealth.
And it is safe, perfeetly safe.  Neither “moth nor rust” corrupts it ;
nor can “thieves” break through to steal it.  Moreover it shall inerease
~forever inerease.

OO FURU U
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OPPOSE THE OPPOSITION.

The subjoined is copied from the New York Chroniele. It is eapital:

Our denominational names are signs of antagonism. DBaptist and
Pedo-Baptist, Congregational and Bpiscopal, Calvinism and Armin-
ianism,and so on, are names which oceupy towards cach other an attitude
of contrariety and opposition. They are “banners” of war, indicating,
that those who bear them have cach the idea that it has  a great truth”
as a battle-axo with which to hew down the opposing seets. Instead of
standing on the broad basis of christianity as a whole, cach has
entrenched itself in some single fastness which it makes more of than
of the whole wide continent besides.

Now, nobody supposes this divided state of things Isas desirable as
a general harmony in truth. A Babel of conflicting cpinions is by no
means so Christ-like as “ the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
And who does not prefer to return as rapidly as possible to a religious
nomenclature that remiuds one of a christianity uncorrupted by phil-
sophy and superstition, a christianity flowing as a translucent stream
from the leart of the (fodman into the bosom of a Chureh having one
¢ Lord, one faith, and one baptism.”

The terms Baptist, Congregationalist, Episcopalian, Methodist, Pres-
byterian, and the like, are not Bible names for the followers of Christ;
but are the outgrowth of a divided and corrupted Church.

M.D.—LL.D.—D.D.

There is fitness and convenienee in giving the title D cror to a prac-
titioner of medicine. The title indicates his profession, and serves,
wmore conveniently than his Christian name, to distinguish him from
others of the same surname. It isin no sense an ostentation j it is
simply a matter of fuct.

The title indicated by LL.D., isof comparatively questionable value.
1t is evidence that some onc of our institutions of learning bay deemed
its recipient sufficiently accomplished in ¢ Learning and Laws” to be
complimented by thatinstitution’s diploma. It is a certificate of the
opinion of that institution. Of course, it passes for what it is worth ;
and it is an honor, or not, according to circumstances. The individual
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so complimented may be thereafter ealled “ Doctor 3 but if he fails to

gain a certain stalus in public estimation, his title is more likely to
bring ridicule than credit to him.  In any event, unlike the M.D., it
smacks of ostentation.

"The D.D. s still more questionable in its propriety and uscfulness.

o It i an assumption of worldly honor and dixtinetion by certain members

ol a ciass who, as a class, make a point of disparaging worldly honor
and distinction, It is cqually their profession and their duty to teach
mankind the hollowness of vain-glorious titles ; and yet, it the real
opinions of elergymen about tities are to be estimated by their acquisi-
tion of (itles, one of the moest prominent objects of their lives must be
the gaining, by any means, and scemingly from any iustitution, the
dearly-coveted ¢ Doctor of Divinity.”

It would he interesting to know the ovigin of this thing. 1t would
be interesting to know the propriety ofit. It would be interesting to
know what D.D. accomplishes in the world’s history, or the Churely’s
history, or the Gospels history.  Ilow much does itadd to a clergy-
man’s uscfulness T Wherein, aecording to the judgment of the clergy,
does its value consist T There certainly must be some great importance
attached to a thing so universally sought and so generally found, Can
any one tell what it is?

If the title means anything 5 if it proves anything ; if in any way
it benefits the party conferring it, the party receiving it, or the very
large parfy who becomes aware of it, then by all means lct it goon as
it has done, and cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

But if it is a merely vain-glorious distinction, conferred without re-
ference toany standard of qualification, and literally < signifying noth-

ing 3 would it not be well for meck, simple-hearted, philanthropic

ministers of the Gospel to have done with it?

THE SOUL WANTS THE BRIGHTER LIGHT.

Suppose the case of a evipple who hiad spent his life in a room wheve
the sun was never scon,  1le has heard of its existence, he believes in
it, and, indeed, has seen enough of its light to give him high ideas of
its glory. Wishing to see the sun, he is taken out at night into the
streets of an illuminated city. At first he is delighted, dazzled : but,
after he has had time to reflect, he finds darkness spread amid the light,
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and he asks, “Ts thix the sun?”  Ile is taken out under the starry sky,
and ix enraptared ; but on reflection finds {hat night covers the carth,
and arain axks, “Tx this the sun?? e s carried out some bright day
at noontide, and no sooner does his eve rest npon the sky than all ques
tion 1s at un end There i< hut one siu. s eye is content 3 it has
seen its hizhest object, and feels that there is nothing brighter. &
with the ronl; it enjoys 2}l Hights 1 yet, amid those of art and nature,
is still ingniving for something greater. But when it is led by a recon.
ciling (‘hrist into the presence of the Father, and He lifts up upon it
the light of [lis countenance, all thought of anything greater disap-
pears. s there is but one sum, o there is but one God. The soul
which onec disecrns and knows Jim, feels that greater or brighter there
is none, and that the only possiblility of ever beholding more glovy is by
drawing nearer,
S

A TAMOUS FRENCII SKEPTICS ADMISSION.

Rosseau was one of the celebrated skeptics.  1lis skepticism kept
pace with his talent and inituence.  But in speaking of the Bible, and
expecially of the ¢ Avthor of Salvation,” sce what he says: D. 0.

The majesty of the Seriptures strikes me with astonishment, and the -

sanctity of the gospel addresses itself to my heart. Look at the volumes
of the philosophers, with ail theiv pomp @ how eontemptible do  they
appear in compavison to this 7 Is 3¢ poxsible, that a book at once so
simple and sublime, can be the work of man ?

Can le who is the sabject of its history, be himself a mere man? .
Was histhe tone of an enthusiasi, or of an ambitious sectary? What
sweetuess ! What puricy in hiz manners? Wheeo an afiecting grace- |

fulness in his instructions {1 What sublimity in his maxims ! What
profound wisdom in his discovrse ! What prescree of mind, what sa-

gieity and propriety in his answers b How great the command over |

his passions ! Where is the man, where the philosopher. who  could
50 live, suffer, and die, withous weakncs and without ostentation ?

e P e i

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Brother John Kuos, Miuister, writing from Mount Salem, Prince
Fdward Island, says :

« The cause of God gains ground on the Island,spite of the many
efforts of our opposers to hinder its progress.”
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Jother Donald Crawferd, of New loxcow, DTrince Edward Island,
wio Yabors in the gospel ax an Fvancelists informs s that—

st the Bast Polnt of the Thind 1 Jabored cight weeks during
which thoe eighteen young persons cenfessad the truth and Qeiv deier-
mination to be the Lord's, and were immersed in lis name. 1 never
saw any that appeared more happy in the asswranc - o° their acceptanee
in the Beloved.  May the good Lord keep them for lis cverlasting

« praise.”

Brother George Thompson, writing from Wainfleet, in our own Can-
ada, saysto us:

“ We had the pleasure of sceing last Lord’s day [toward the closs
of November] a young man buried with the Lord in baptisn by bire-
ther Thomas Bradt. This young man’s parents are of the order of |
riends, and is the first of the family.  This chows the power of the
gospel on the rising generation.”

We are gratified to learn that brether B, F. Purky, of Ohio, is now
zealousty at work as an Evangelist in Bowmanville and swrrounding
eountry. D. 0.

Buchanan, Mich., Dee. 27th, 1857,
Dian Bromier Onrriaxy :—We have just closed a very interesting
mecting of some seventeen days, the result of which was thirty-five ad-
ditions to the congregation in this place. Twenty seven by confession
~ and baptism, sis by relation, and two from the Mecthodists, besides re-
moving the prejudice that existed in the minds of some and eserting
we trust a salutary inflaence in favor of the causcof our Redeemer.
The congregation numbers at this time eighty-nine, three ycars ago
* we organized with eighteen members; to God be all the Praise.
Brother Dowling delivered three discources and DBrother Hurlbut
threc during the progress of the meeting. The rest of the labor was
performed by our esteemed Brother Win. M. Roe.
Yours Fraternally,

Lovy Seanse.

o e o e @ e e

WIIO « 1HHONORS THE SPIRIT 1

Mz. Ouipnast :—Dsar Sik:—The Jast numbers of your Monthly are
:athand. I have perused with carc your articles on Camp Meetings,
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Bazaars, and Tea Partics, and am pleased that you have taken upon
yourself the exposure of such things practised by those calling them-
selves christians or followers of Christ, which, when compared with the
primitive disciples, we sce a striking contrast. At the present day every
means is taken to collect from the world, who know nat why they
give, only a desire to please and to be popular, for at the present day
religion or a form of relizion hus beemme popmlar, amd to suecced well
in business it s fashionable to support these religions gatherings.

The exposure of the unseriptural proceedings at Camp Mectings and
Protracted Meetings, is worthy of & general reading, and should he
read by the leaders themselves, who must see the unseriptural course
they are pursuing, andif it is the frwth they seek, will try and justily
their course by the word of the Lord or abandon what they practice.

Praying that you may be successfal in the exposure of errors taught
at the present day and that good may be the result of holding orth
the primitive gospel,

I will bid you adieu,
A A No——,

EPISTLE FROM W. T. IIORNER.
Pompey, N. Y., Dee. 50th, 1857,
Broomr O soiave :—Maving removed from Ohio and setded in my
native State, on the lofty summit of Pompey here for the present yeur
to preach the glud tidings of salvation to sinners in this seetion, Twrite

vou accordingly. I hope to spend some two and 2 half months of the

present year in protracted meetings in this or other states.  The breth-
ren in N, Y. are not progressing as rapidly as coulit be desired, prob-

ably the lack of proclaimers may be one of the reasons ;3 then too s ¢

there not a wane of carnest zealous prayer,are we not relying too much
upon our own efforts, not leaning suificiently upon the omnipotent amm
of the son of God! We hiope that as we look into the word of truth

and become familiar with the long suffering, zeal, and prayerfulness of
Christ and his apostles to inspire onrselves and others to renewed exer-
tions in the Kingdom of Jesus. liow mapy are bending their energies

to worldly aggrandisement regardless of fature development o destiny.
The time alloted our race for preparing for cternity is short, we there-
fore should make Christ and his salvation the central idea in our moral

|
i
|
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horizon 3 everything else, worldly pleasure and car thly greatness, revolv-
ing round at proper distances. But man has fallen, and the cflects are
continually visible. This world is the empire of sin.  Sin is the god
of this world. 1le has laid the foundations of his dominion deep and
broad.  He has entrenched himself in the habits, customs, prejudices, in
stitutions of learning, government aud religion of our vace.  Thus fort-

+ ified he has ruled for ages amid the horrors of depravity.

The gospel comes as moral power to relieve the soul of this terrible

: pressure.  The type of itsspreading is the silent beautiful light, waving

calmly up against the reign of darkness and filling the heavens with
foods of splendor.  The image of its power, is scen in the silent ener-

gies of spring, changing bleak cold winter into green, joyous summer.
W. L. I@kxex.

—————e - e

TIMELY AID.

Thanks to a goodiy company of truc-hearted friends for their exer-
tions to assist the Christian Banner; thanks in the name of Lhe gospel.

* We have no individaal interest in this paper—no otber thana common

: interest.  The brethren therefore do not aid us individually in render~

' ing assistance to this work ; and henee we can only thank faithful friends

i the name of the cause that we all avowedly love and labor to main-

tain.  Were the Banner to be struck off the list of Iiving publications,
no injury, but perhaps a hencfit, would result to us as an individual,
speaking ‘after the manuer of meun’ looking at the ‘things that arc

‘ seen.’ ’

A sympathizing friend in Eramosa scems to think it singular that

* the reecipts for the Christian Banner huve been so lean.  1le however

doss his part by sending his own portion of aid for the current year,

- along with that of a neighbor’s, together with a new name accompanied

“ by the requisite ‘valuable consideration.’

Another member of the Christian family, who resides on the shore of
the Greorgian Bay, sends fundsand a new name. T'wo devoted brethren,
one in Wainfleet and the other in Rainham, have lately stretched out
their hand of help and promise still further assistance, A good friend.
in the Capital of the United States, who has never forgotten the Ban-
ner for the past cight or nine years, forwards subscribers’ names and
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subseriptions; and a brother in Alabama has been pleased to send us’
ten names with the funds for the purpose of holding up tl:e Baunerand
un‘o'diwr it to view in new rezions.

2 eleet fow of ‘such fricwls and helpers ave the stay and strength
:md hepe of every good eause this side of “things cternal”  Jay their
number and power inerease until the Tord apens up to us the new world
‘wherein dwelleth righteonsness. D. 0.

: RETIREMENT.

No christian can be comfortable or prosperons without retirement,
Popular ministers may preach, converse or pray in public, to the edify-
ing of others, and yet decline in their own souls for want of examina-
tion, humiliation, and seeret prayer, suited immediately to their own
casce, Nay, the most able ministers will generally cease to be very use-
ful if their personal religion is neglected, or hurried over in o formal
manner. This the fervent cliristian knows. 1fc will, therefore, re-
deem time for retivement at the expense of many inconvenieuces 5 and.
the friends of popular ministers should consider this, and not 100 much
intrude upon the regular needed hours of retirement of those persons m
whose company they most delight.

{7 The first and second Numbers of the weekiy “American Chris_-):
tian Rpricw,” by brother Benjamin Franklin, published at Cineinnati,,
Olio, Lave visited our office. Subscription price, $2 per year. The)
“ Review” is very creditably got up, exhibits talent and devotion, and’
merits a liberal circulation. The zealous editor is assistcd by a  good;,
guorum of contribators and correspondents. D. 0.

i

(7= We are sometimes asked where the Evangelists in Canada are’
laboring, and their suceess. Their Jabors we doubt not are duly chron-,
icled in the Lord’s “ Book of Life,” but as we have not present mcm
to this Record, we are not in a position to satisfy interested mqulrex‘s.
‘Wherever they are, and in all their efforts to turn sinners to the Sakur
and enrich the believers, may much grace attend them. ,Iy:

D. 0,




