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RISTIAR.

CONDUCTED BY W. W EATON.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God —Peter  On this Rock I will hyild
my Church, and the gates of Holl shall not prevail sgainst «t.— 1%e Lord Messiah.

. EDUCATION.

Fox vears we have been copversing with friends and brethren on
what we deem a better sysiem of education, thar that which generally
obtains in Europe and Amenica. It is true there have been some ex-
peciments on the plan which we would suggest for the consideration of

2our readers—a sufficient number to prove s ulility and practicability.
11 is thevefore no utopino scheme which we would bring before the public ;
neither do we claim any originalty in the plan which we have to submit,
r the manner of carrying it into execution. Having been greatly bene-
#itted by it ourself, and seeing its good effects 1o others when ounly par-
fially tried, we are most sanguine 1n aur expeciations of its beneficial

3

Eresults, if tried either on a large orsmell scule. Before suggesting a

plan, esprcially designed for the Provinges of New Brunswick and Nova
Scoua (1hough adapted to every clime), we ask the auention of our
%eaders to a few general zemarks on education, and the duty of chris.
$ans to pramote it by all the means in their power., -

3 No svstem of religion or education which dees net recognize man as
§ triune being—that i3, as possessed of 3 body, a soul and a spint, made

anifest in his maral, intellectual and physical natures—can possibly
adapted to him : npeither can gny such system uvltumately prave bene-
cial to the human family. . Semc of the best minds 1 Eyrope have
ready decided that an intellectual without = moral education, 1sa curse
#ther than a blessing ; and we trust that the time is not far distant when
e friends of rcligion and good marals will decide that a physical
ining is as indispensahié to the happiness of man and the full deve-
praent of his powers, as a moral one is to the perfection of his being,
d here, int ® few words, we have diselosed what we consider wanting

@ the variaus plans of education now being carricd into operation iy
st places where the English language 1s taught. We say mcst
ces: there ave n few excepiions; for 1 some of the large cities of
gitain, and some other plaees so Europe and America, 2 few obscure

Mlanthropisis are eadeavoring to blend moral, physical and {ntellegtual
fheation ; and in every mstance, -especially. among the poor, their ef-

have been attended with the moat beneficial results. There can
o doubt that were a regnlar sysiemaie course of industral education
oL 1V. D
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carried fully into practice by those who sce and realize the necessity of
more general and scientific knowledge in the community, in a short time—
indeed before one generation should have passed away—we would ser
the entire population ir the only certain road to the attainment of a ra-
tional education. But to go a little into detail, that our readers may
judge of the correctness of the above estimates.

Whatis the ratjonal definition of education ? We answer: The proper
training and development of all the faculties—moral, intellectual, and
physical. But the popular or most common definition of the term i,
the coming injo possession of a certain amount of literary, mathematica!,
and scient.fic knowledge. Such persons are said to belong to the edu-
cated classes: the greater part of whom are mere consumers, an
incubus on the body politic, and live by preying on those who have not
the honor of being called  the vducated.” As well might we say that
the ancient Greek, (who from his earliest childhood, by beinginured to
hardship and fatigue, and by practising every art, developed his physical
powers, that he might be fully prepared for war,) was educated, though
ignorant of the alphabet of his vernacular, as to honor a bare intellec-
tual training with the porhpous title of ¢ liberal education.” How many
pale, haggard youths, leave academic Halls with their diplomas in their
hands, and well and hard earned blushing honors clustering thick upon
them, who, were it not for the Church, the Siate, or some rich friend or
relative, would either starve, become paupers, or prey upon the com-
munity. How. can such young men retain and sustain that mental in-
dependence, which should ever shine forth conspicuously in the culti-
vated mind! ‘They have trusted entirely 1o others for aid to obtain what
they call their education, and now they must throw themselves into the
popular current of religion or politics, or-—starve.

Bat this is not the worst. In most Schools and Seminaries, little if
any attention is given to moral training. The mind is kept incessantly
upon studies that have only a remote bearing upon spiritual things.  In
deed many young men, naturally devout, often mourn over their apathy
and indifference to the things of eternity ; superinduced by their too
great application to intellectual pursuits. And still more to be deplored
is the fact, that many of the classics are decidedly impure, licentious,
and demoralizing in their tendency. Hence many obtain a classical
cducation atthe expense of moral purity.

Now these, certainly, are real objections to the present system of
education. ‘Fnese are notthe only reasons why some other plan should
be sought by philanthropists for the proper education of the masses now
being prepared to take the reins of government, and to rule in church
and state ; but they are sufficient to arouse the uttention of those who
have fully renounced the doctrine of the divine right of Kings ar.d Priests,
to seek a better system.

We have said that a thorough education includes the rational deve-
lopment of all the faculties. Ncw, if means can be devised by which
this end can be attained, then have we the plan before us, at leastin
theory, in the practice of which every lover of his race should at once
engage, and do all in his power to promote.

Rducation is the handmaid of religion. ' False systems can only
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mahe hendway when cducation is defective.  Let bul the moral powers
1eccive as lurge a proportion of atiention as 1s generally given to the
tellectual, aud thuse habits of economy and industry culuvated which
become rational beings, and then it would only be necessary to submit
tlie ancient gospel in 1ts native sumphicity and punty, to such minds, to
see at once a joy{ul and practical response. . .

We need, therefare, Schouls where certain hours of the day shall be
devoted tu labar—hard, useful emplovment ; another moiety of time to
cluse hard study ; and another division of tme to the cultivatiors of the
moral facultics.  Now so far as the theory 1s concerned we know that
this system recommends itself to every thinking mind i Chnistendom.
What then is to prevent its adoption ? It would require only the active
benevolence of a few rich men tu each community or school district to
give it a fair trial, and to prove s uulity ; but here 1s the difficulty, these
few rich men will not perinit their suns to mingle in the society, on the
farm, and in the work shop, with the sous of plebians! Labor 1s looked
upon as degrading. Ilunurs are showered upon the physically indolent,
Hundreds of farmers and mechanies labor and 1ot fiom early morn until
dewy eve, 10 saver something to educate their sons and daughters to hve
in compuarative idleness! And why ? Because the laborer is looked
down upon as belonging to ihe lowest class o soctety!  The real pro-
ducer; the men and women without whom we should be destitute of
food, and clothing—and like savages seek out habutations in ihe caves
and dens of the carth—these are to be looked down upon as beasts of
burden, and ne means, except the most scanty, provided for the deve-
lopment of their intellectual powers!! Thus wen run to extremes.
One class must be theologiculiy trained to do the praying and hold the
religious knowledge for the people; another class, must study the'
classics, the scicnees, squares and triangles, to develope their intellectual
powers ; and thus the largest propurtivn of the community lefi to plod
their wear, way as mere animals!

How suon would this state of things give place to one that would honor
and diguify human nuiure, could we bave in every school district a good
tract uf lund, under the superiniendence of a scienufic farmer; and in
every tuwn and city, good work shops.  On these fayms, and in these
‘shops, youug men and boys would find healthful and profitable employ-
ment, in which they should be kept engagnd from four to six hours every
day. Six hours study in connexion with the physical powers thus tasked,
would be worth inore to most young men in « series of years than their
entire time Jevoted to mental effort.

A But here we must, for the present, bring these general and desultoiy
Hremarkstua close. We wish by this paper to elicit all the mformation
on the subject wecan.  \Will our readers favor us with their views on the
Faboves proorcon? If a good system, what prevents its adoption? If
Yincorrect, what are its defecis 7 We are willing to devote a few pages
B0 the discussion.of this subject.  May 1t lead to the improvement of the
present system, if notto its correction. ‘

4 The advocates of the Ancient Gospel and primitive order of tings are
Hmanifesting a laudable zeal in the cause of educatiun : but our colleges
fand seminaries, with_une exception,lack an essential part: 1o provision
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being made for a regular, systematic, and profilable development of the
physical powers. Rich men’s sons can only reap the benefits of those
inslitutions ; the poor young man must cither contract a large debt, be
dependent upon the Church of which he is a member, or on some bene-
volent friend, or be furever destitute of the knowledge and honors of our
colleges.

The brethren in Indiana, like those of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
and other States, are (as we learn by the Western Refor mer and Christion
Record) resolved to have a College. We bid them God speed ; but we
hope they will get a good healthy tract of land, and erect good work
shops, and keep every young man, be he rich or poor, hard at work exther
on the farm or in the shop at least four hours every day ; and they will
find that the student will not only pay his board, but the exercise wiit
greatly strengthen the physical powers &c.: and better still, 1t will so
subdue the unruly passions of youth, that the Faculty wili find lutle wrouble
in keeping up (what is greatly needed in Colleges) a good, regular,
christian-like discipline. W. W. E.

A RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THINGS.
No. 1L

Hap the founder of the christian faith been defective in wisdom or
bencvolenee, then his autherity, his testimony, and his commandments,
might be canvassed with as little ceremony as the discoveries and max-
ims of our compeers and cotemporaries; then his religion might be
improved, or reformed, or better adapted 1o existing circumstances.
But asall christians admit that he foresaw and anticipated all the events
and revolutions in human history, and that the present state of things
was as present to his mind as the circumstances that encompassed himn
in Judea, or in the judgment hall of Caiaphas ; that he had wisdom and
understanding per ecily adequate to institute, arrange, and adapt a sys-
tem of things, suitable to all exigencies and emergencies of men and
things, and that his philanthropy was not only unparalleled in the annals
of the world, but absolutely perfect, and necessarily leading to, and
resulting in, that institution of religion which was most beneficial to man
in the present and future world. [say all these things being generally,
if not universally agreed upon by all christians, then it follows, by the
plainest and most certain consequence, that the institution of which he
is the author and founder, can never be improved or reformed. The
lves or conduet of his disciples may be reformed, but his religion can-
not. The religion of Rome, or of England, or of Scotland may be
reformed, but the religion of Jesus Christ never can. When we have
found ourselves out of the way we may seek for the ancicat paths, but
we are not at hiberty to invent paths for ou= own feet.  'We should yeturn
to the Lord.

Buta restoration of the ancient order of things, it appears, is all that
is contemplated by the wise disciples of the Lord; as it is agreed that
this is all that is wanting to the perfection, happivess, and glory of the
christian community. 'To contribute to this is our most ardent desire—
our daily and diligent inquiry and purswmit. Now, in attempting to ac:
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complish this, it must be observed, that it belongs to every individual
and to every congregation of individuals to discard from their {mith and
their practice every thiog that is not found written in the New Testament
of the Lord and Saviour, and to believe and practise whatever 1s there
enjoined. This done, and every thing is done which ought to be done.

But to come to the things to be discarded, we observe that, n the
ancient order of things, there were na creeds or compilations of doctrine
in sbstract terms, nor in other terms other than the terms andopted by the
Holy Spirit in the New Testament. 'Therefore all such are to be dis-
carded. It is enough to prove that they ought to be discarded, from the
fact that none of these now in use, nor ever at any time in use, exsted
in the apostolic age. But as many considerations are urged why they
should be used, we shall briefly advert to these, and attempt to shew
that they are perfectly irrational, and consequently foolish and vam.

1. It is argued that confessions of faith are or may be much plainer
and of much more easy apprehension and comprehension than the oracles
of God. Men, then are either wiser or more benevolent than God. 1f
the truths in the Bible can be expressed more plainly by modern
divines than they a¥e by the Holy Spirit, then it follows that either God
would not or could not express them in words so plainly a8 man. 1 he
could, and would not, express them in words so suitable as men employ,

_then be is less benevolent than they. Agam, if he would, but could not
; express them in words so suitable as men employ, then he isnot so wise
asthey. These conclusions, we think, are plain and unavoidable. We
shall thank any advocate of human creeds 1o atiempt to shew any way
of escaping this dilemma.

II. But, in the second place, it is argued that human confessions of
faith are necessary to the unity of the church. If they are necessary
ito the unity of the church, then the church cannot be united and one
‘without them. But the church of Christ was united and one in all Judea,
in the first age, without them ; therefore, they are not necessary to the
unity of the church. But again, if they are nccessary to the unity of
the church, then the New Testament is defective ; for if the New Tes-
tament was sufficient to the unity of the church, then human creeds
wovld not be necessary. If any man, therefore, contend that human
creeds are necessary to the unity of the church, he at the same time
‘and by all the same arguments, contends that the scriptures of the Holy
‘Spirit are insufficient—that is, imperfect or defective. Every human
creed is based upon the inadequacy, that is, the imperfection of the Holy

of observation, concur in attesting the fact that human creeds have con-
wibuted always, since their first istroduction, to divide and disunite the
professors of the christian religion.

Every attempt to found the unity of the church upon the adoption of
any creed of human device, is not only incompatible with the nature
and circumstances of mankind, but is an effort to frustrate or defeat the
prayer of the Lord Messiah, and to subvert his throne and government.
This sentence demandssome attention.  We shall illustrate and cstablish
the truth which it asserts.

Scriptures.
But the records of all religious sects, and the experience of all men
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Human ereeds ure composed of the inferences of Luman understand-
ing specu'ating upon the revelation of God. Such are all those now
extant. The wferences drawn by the human understanding partake of
ull the defects of that anderstanding.  Thus we often ubserve two men
sincerc'y excreising their mental powers, upon the same words of in-
spirution, drawing wfcrences or cunclusions, not only diverse but flatly
contradictory. T'his is the result of a variety of circumstances. ‘The
prejudices of educatiou, hubits of thinking, modes of reasoning, difftrent
degrees of informativn, the inflicnce of a varicty of passions and in-
terests, and, above u'l, the different degrees of strength of humauintellect,
all concur in produeing this result.  T'Le persuns themselves are very
often unconscious uf the operaton of all thuse circumstances, and are,
therefore, honestly and siuccrely zualous 1a belicving and miaintaining
the truth of their respective conclusions. T'hese couclusions, then, are
always private property, and can never be placed upon a level with the
inspired word. = Subscription tu them, or an acknowledgmeni of them,
can never be rationally required as a bond of union. If, indeed, all
christians were alike in ull these circumstantial differences already
mentioned, then an accordance in all the conclusion®which one or more
of them might draw from the divine volume, might rationally be ex-
pected from them all. But as chustians have never yet all possessed
the same prejudices, degrees of infurmalion, passions, interests, modes
of thinking and reaso.'ug, and the same strength of understanding, an
atlempt to associate them under the bauners of a human creed composed
of human inferences, and requiring unanimity in the adoption of it, is
every way as irrational as to make a uuiforinity of features, of color, of
height and weight, a bond of union. A socicty of this kind never yet
existed, and we may, I think, safely affirm ucver will. Those societies
which unite upon the thirty-nine articles of the Cliarch of England, and
the thirty-three chapters of the Kirk of Scotland, do not heartily concur
in those creeds.  Most of them never read them, and still fewer heartily
concur in yielding the same credence, or in reposing the same confidence
in them.

Their being heldas a nominal Lond of union, gives rise to hypocrisy,
prevarication, lying, anl, in many instances, to the basest injustice.
Many mew are retained in those communities whu are known not
to approbaie them fully, 10 have cxceptions and objections; but their
wealth or some extrinsic circumstance palliates their non-conformities in
opinion; whereas others are repruached, persecuted and expelled, who
differ no more thau they, but there is sume interest to consult, some
pique, or resentment, or envy to gratifv in their excommunication.
This is base injustice. Many, like the late Rev. Dr. Scott, subscribe
them for preferment. He declared that he was moved by the Holy
Spirit to enter into the ministry, and yet he afterwards avowed that then
he did not believe that there ‘was any Holy Spint. This is lying and
hypoerisy.  These are, however, incidental occurrences. ~But the
number of such cases, and the frequency of their occurrence, are
alarming to those who believe that God reigns. Again, the number of
items which enter into thuse crecds is not amougst the least of their ab-
surdities  In the Presbyterian Confession therd are thirty -thece chapters,
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and in these one hundred and seventy-one dugmas. In receving * mi-
nisters,” or in * licensing preachers,” 1t is ordamned that the candidate
be asked, ** Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith
of this church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy
Scriptures.” Observe the words ** the system.” Yes, the identical system
taught in the Scriptures—that is tho one hundred und seventy-one dog-
mas of the Confession 1s the system of truth taught in the Holy Scniptures.
Neither more norless! But [ um digressing. 1 onty proposed 1o this
piace 1o shew that the imposition of any creed of human device 15 1n-
comyatible withthe nature and circumstances of man. Ths, I conceive,
is rendered sufficiently plain from an inspection of the circumstances
and character of the human mind already noticed.

But it was affirmed, that every attcmpt to found the unity of the church

. upon the adoption of any creed of human coutrivances ;—upon any

+ creed, other than the apostle’s testimony, is not only mcompatible with
the nature and circumstances of mankind, butisalso an effort to frustrate
and defeat the prayer and plan of the Lord Messih, ar.d to subvert his
throne and government. .

It will be confessed, without argument to prove, that the conversion
of men, or of the world, and the unity, purity, and happiness ot the dis-
ciples of the Messiah, were the sublime subjects of his humiliation to
death. For this he prayed in language never heard on earth before, in
words which not only expressed the ardency of his desires, but at the
same time unfolded the plan in which his benevolence and phianthropy
were to be triumphant.

‘The words to which we refer express one petition of that prayer re-
corded by the apostle John, commonly styled his intercessory prayer.
ith his eyes raised to heaven he says ;—* Holy Father—now, 1 donot
pray for these only (for the unity and success of the aposties) but for
those also which shall believe on me through, or by means of their word
—that they all may be one,—that the world may believe that you have
sent me.” VWho does not see in this petition, that the words or testi-
mony of the apostles, the unity of the disciples, and the conviction of
the world are Igound together by the wisdom and the love of the Father,
by the devotionand philanthropy of the Son. 'The order of heaven, the
plan of the Great King, his throne aad government, are here unfolded in
full splendor to our view. The words of the apostles are laid as the
basis, the unity of the disciples the glorious result, and the only success-
ful means of converting the world to the acknowledgment, that Jesus of
Nazareth is the Messiah or the Son of the Blessed, thw only Saviour of
men,

Let us attend to the argument of the prayer. The will of Jesus was
the same as the will of him who seat lum. The will of heaven, that is,
the will of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spurit, is, that all
who believe on the Messiah through the tgstimony of the apostles may
be one ; consequently, they do not will that those who believe on him
through the Westminster divines shall be one. The words of the prayer
alone demonstrates this. And who does not see, and who will not
confess, that the fact proves, the fact now existing, that those who helieve
m him through the words of the Westminister divines are not one ?
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They arc cut up or divided into seven sects at this moment.  While the
Saviour prays that ihose who believe on him through the apostles may
be one, he in fact, and in the: plnin meaning of terms, prays that they
who b.lieve on bum through any other-medi: or means may be divided,
and not be one.

To attemipt to unite the professing disciples by any other means than
the word of the apostles, by the Westminster, or any other creed, 1s
then, an attempt to overiule the will of hoaven, to subvert the throne of
the Great King, to frustrate the pruyers of tha.Son.of the ‘Blessed. As
the heavens are higher thau the earth, soare God’s ways and thoughts,
higher than ours. lie koows, for tie has willed, .and .plaoned, and de.
termincd, that ueitlier the Popish, the Protestant, the Presbyteran; the
Methodisiic, or the Baptist ereed shall be honored:more than the apostles’
testimony, shall be honored as much as-the apostles’ iesumony, shalt te
honored atall. “These creeds the Saviour proscribed forever; they are
rebellion against his plan and throne,and:they are-anwned at the dethrone-
men: ef the Holy T'welve—He put them.on throunes, he gave them this
honor. All creed makers have disputedtheir right to the throne, have at-
tempted, ipso facto, theirdegradation, and have usurped thew government.
But he that sits in heaven has laughed at them, he has vexed them in:his
sore displeasure, he hasdispersed themin his anger, and ctnfounded their
language as he did their predecessors, who sought to subvert his throne
and dominion by the crection of a tower and citadelareaching to the-skies.
The vowarics of those ereed maliers have also congurred with thewwmasters,
and have attempied to raise them upon their shoulders 1o the.apostolic
thrones ; but he has broken their necks, and they go bowed down always.
[1e has made them lick the dust, and caused children to reigh over them.

But the conversion of the world is planned and ordered by the will of
heuven to be dependent on the un.ty of the disciples, as well as this unity
depéndent upon the apostles’ testimony. An atiempt 1o convert Pagans
and Mahometans to velieve that Jesus is the Son of God, and the sent of
the Father, untl christians are united, is aiso an attempt to frustrate the
prayer of the Messiah, to subvert his thione and government. There:
are unalterable laws in the moral world, as in the natugal. There are]
also unalterable laws in the governmeat of the moral and religlous avorld,
as 1n the government of the natural. Thoso laws cannot, by human 1n-
terfercnce, be set aside or frustraled—we mught as reasonabiy expect
that Indwun corn will grow in the open fields in the midst of the trost
and snows of winter, as that Pagan nations ¢un be converted to Jesus
Chuist, il christians are united through the behef.of 1he apostles®test-
mony. We may force corn to grow by artficial means in the depth of
winter, but it is not lixe the corn of August. So may a few disoiples be
made in Pagaii lands by such means in the moral empire ; as those by
which corn is made to grow in winter in the natural empire,-but they are
oot like the disciples of prignitive times, before sectarian creeds came
into being. Itis enough to'say, on this topic, that the Saviour made the
urity of the disciples essential to the conviction of .the woild 5 and he
that autempts it independsnt of this essenual, sets mmeelf agamst the
wisdgm and plans of heaven, and aims at overruling the demnion and
government of the Great King.  Ou this subject we have many things:
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1o say, and hard to be uttered, because the people are dull of hcaring.
But we shall leave this prayer for the present, having just introduced it,
and noticed the argument of it, by reminding the recder that instead of
human creeds, promoting the unity of the disciples, they.have always
operated just the reverse ; and are in diametrical oppousition to the wis-
dum and benevolence of the Heavens. Should the christinn community
be united upon the Westminster, or Methodistic, or Baptist, or any human
creed, than the plan of heaven is defedted, the apustles disgraced, the
Saviour’s prayer unanswered, and the whole order of heaven frustrated,
and the throne of the universe subverted. He that advocaies the ne-
cessity of creeds of human contrivance to the unity of the chureh un-
consctously impeaches the wisdom of God, arraigus the benevolence of
the Savionr, and censures the revelation of the Spirit.  He, perhaps,
without reflection aitempts to new madify the empire of reason, of mo-
rality and religion ; to rise above, not only the apostles, but the Saviour
himself, and arroga‘es to himself a wisdom and philanthropy that far
surpasses, and in fact covers with disgrace, all those attributes which
rise to our view, and shine with incomparable effulgence in the redemption
of ‘man. . A. ¢

STRICTURES ON « THE VISITOR'S" REVIEW, &e.

Our first letter to the Baptist Ministers of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, was designed merely as an introdudrion, and more for the purpose
of dedicating to them a series of essays on a * Restoration of the An-
cient order of things,” than to point out what was deemed incorrect er-
ther in their faith or nractice.  We chose rather to call attentien to a
better way, than to dwell upon their adherence to long sinee exploded
systems of error. We imagined that a few prefatory remarks to these
essays would secure their attention ; and that if they deigned them a
notice it would be to justify the present state of things in their churches,
by ar appeal to the New Testament, or to shew that we are mistaken in
what we consider the Apostolic Gospel, and the primitive worship of the
Congregations setin order by the Apostles. Judge then of our astonish-
ment when we learned that the entire editorial of & denominational organ,
entitted * The Christian Visitor,” was devoted to the lowest and most
seurrilous abuse that ever found its way into a religious paper. We are
not alone in the assertionthat the pretended review of our letter is a most
scurrijous affair ; for such is the expressed opinion of at least one of its
editer’s own members—one of his warmest admirers; and if very ecommon
report can bhe credited, not one of the Baptists in this vicimty, except
those who demoustrated the truth of the adage so inharmonious to some
ears, “ like priest, like people,”’—think that such a review was either
cailed for, or evinced, the most remotely, the spirit of christianity. But
in these conclusions they and we may be misiaken. We never laid
any claim to infalhbility. We freely oconfess we may have erred in
the matier and manner of our letter. Itmay have heen uncalled for
and out of place ; but the Lord, who knows all hearts, knows that it was
iendec for good. And as a demonstration of the truth of these asser-
tions, we appeal to our whole course as a conductor <f a public journal.
We never published a sentiment relative to any man, or class of men—
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doctrine or practice, which we have ever hesitated wo correct, when con-
viuced of error : indeed we have never waited for conviction of wrong.
Our pages have ever been ready for the corrections of those who differed
from us: every word and sentence uver a respousible nawe, baving any
relevancy to what we have published has been given our readers
promptly anc  eerfully.  We know no other way to prove that we are
sincere in our profession of being a friend to liberty of speech and free
discussion. ‘T'he man who will abuse and slander me until he has in.
dueed his hearers to believe that I am a vile wretch, and thus throws in-
surmountable obsiacles in the way of my speaking to them, pursues on
a small scale the same course as that editor who publishes that which is
false, or even that which others may believe 1o be false, and then refuses
to allow the injured, in his own language and style,a hearing in the same
publication. Indeed, the mnan who will not coirect what he knows others
deem mis-statements, false issues, and misrepresentations, knows in his
own conscience that he 1s *“ afraid to come to the light lest his decds
should be made manifest” that they are not right, and gives the fullest
evidence that he has hule confidence even in luis own professed views.

"That our readers may judge for themselves, we now give entire the
articles 1 ublished in ** ‘T'he Christian Visitor™ relative to the first number
of “The Christian.” We will form no judgment for them : they shall
hear both sides, and then draw their owu conclusions. Here they are
verbatim et literatum :— .« .

(From the Christian [ Baptist] Visitor )

“In place of otlicr editorial matter, and that our usual space may. be
allowed to correspondeuts and selecied articles, we submit what we have
hastily penned, as a Review of a ietter to the Buaptist Mivisters of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, issued since our last, by \W. W. Eaton, of
this city. in his monthly pamphlet, ¢ The Christian.’

* W had concluded 10 leave the Let'er, and the Pamplilet that con
tained it, without other notice than that in another colwan,® but it isinti- |
mated to us respectfully, by these whose advice is eniiled to considera-

* «Tuae Caristiav.—We have received and read No. 1 of vol. 4 of this perio-
dical, published in this city, under the superintendence of W. W.Laton. We ate
certainly gratified at the multiplication ' religious pepers and periodicals, and
were pleased to sce this one, as we had never before met anumber of 1t, and espe-
cially apon opening it to find an Address to the Baptist ministers of New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia; for, thought we, there will be a piece for the Christian
Visitor, and very likely an occasion for a reply ; but, upon verusing 1t, and the
other original articles upon Primiiive Chrsuanity, and the Prumtive order of
things, we could not but feel disgusted both with the inanner and the matter em- |

ployed.  Atfirst we were disposed 1o think the auihor was taken very speciil:
pains to misrepresent and caricature the sentiments and practices of those who dif. |
fered from himsclf, bat fromi the repeated asservations that ali was penned n luve
and with a sincere regard to the guod of a degenerate age and an upostate church,
we desire to adupt the wore charniteble couclusion that what was writien was the
resultof a most singular lack of which 1> ul our apprehiension) quite an essentisl
fur one who would chronicle and publish wielligenc e, i. ¢. wnformation, 1 whicn
judgment we were the mure coné)rmed by the Editor’s umpression of the delete-
rious consequences of Education upon the Ministry, as set forth near the foot of |
page 6,and of the necessity, in order to conform te the - pnwius e vrder of Uungs, ‘

Aas viny epecially staleisod near the fout of page 15, that the weres of povate |
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1o that insinuations and accusations of such magnitude uguinst the m-
mstry of our Denominaion, and such slanderous misrepresentations of
the people of our several charges, ought not to pass unnoticed and unre-
buked. Such pamphlets circulate oftentimes amongst people who do
not waut for other evidence than the unsupporied assertions of those, who,
making common ecause with a wicked world, take pleasure in deriding
and mocking the followers of Christ.  With no disposition, or cven
willingness, to prosecute a controversy with one so little qualified or
disposed to communicate or elicit information upon debatable points, we
proceed 1o exanunc the several parts of this letter. We leave our
Nova Scotia brethren to act their own pleasure, knowing their ability
to speuk for themselves ; what we have to say, therefore, will be con-
sideved as having reference to the Baptist Ministers and Churclies of
tins Province.
“ Ist The letter opens with an implied charge against our Minisiry,
i allowing themselves to be addressed as Rev.: that they ¢ trent with
disrespect that incomprehensible Being who, and who only, is called
Reverenn.” This evidently rests upon the writer’s construction of
: Psalme ¢xi. 9, *holy and Reverend is His name.” If from this verse,
" which is the only one in the Bible in which the word is emploved, is
application to maa is interdicted, so of course must be the word holy,
which fixes the writer’s charge of contempt upon most of the inspired
writers, who frequently in the Old Testament, and in the New, speak of
. holy mountains, holy oil, holy people, holy place, holy temple, holy
“things, and especially upon Paul, who is most frequently guilty of ap-
plymg it to his brethren, ¢ But, now are they koly ;> * As the elect of
Giod, holu and beloved 3> ¢ That this epistle be read to all the holy bre.
tnens ¢ 'The holy women also, who trusted in God,” &c. We repei the
writer’s insinmation, upon several grounds. lst. The Lord bas not
revealed himself in that or any other verse of the Bible, under the
appeliation Reverexp ° ltis not one of the names of the Deity ; our
translators did not eensider it so, as is evident from the fact, that aeither
‘the word holy nor revereund is commenced with a capital lctter, as is
-always the case with proper names. 2ud. From the fact that this 1s the
only place in which the original word employed is translated reverend,
whilst in other places, as in Psalms xlvii. 2, and Psalms Ixvi. 3, 5, and
Nehemiah i. 5, it is translated Zerrible ;> ¢ The Lord Most High 1s

christiansshould be the Theological Tutors to the Ministry,  Such a LiteRaTURE
must certainly help the good people of Now Brunswick in advancing buckward
with amezing rapidity  We would direct the Editor’s attention to an article mn
_ another column, headed A Full Equivalent,”™ and suggest that lus next number
} contain at least one chapter of the Book of Job,"”
{ ™ A Full Equivalent —A geutleman, travelling last year 1n Ganadg, found him-
isclf on the Sabbath in a place not important to be here named ; the mimster of
-which, a worthy but ececniric man, upon rising in his pulpit to dehiver lus morning
discourse, stood aghast unhappily destitute of his manuscrpt. His several pockets,
hatcrown, &ec, were duly searched for the missing treasure, but m vam. At
fength resuming his position ntthe desk, he opened the Bible with the air of one
hearuly gratified 2nd relieved, and said, * My hearers, I had prepared as usual,a
;serion for this accasion, which | have mislaid or lost. However, | will read you
.a chapier from Joh worth two of it ™ a proposition which he proceeded forthwih
tovenfy by carrying it e offect =& I Puritan.
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terrible ¢ How terrible art thouy © He is terrible ¢ The great and
terrible God.! Bishop Horne, on the Psalms, thus translates it in this
verse, ‘holy and terrible is his name ; that is, the name of the Deity
Jehovah. the Lord is itdelt a holy name and a terror 10 ewvil doers.”  The
conscientious writer should therefor. carefully avoid speaking of ferrible
battles or terrible storms, lest his charge recoil upon himself, if his me-
thod of construction is currect. 3d. If as the writer supposes, God had
revealed himself under such an appeltation, why restrict its use in regard
tn this word, more than that of the endearing appellation of Father, or
Judge, Lawgiver, Husband, King, Rock, &c. &c. Let it not be under-
stood, however, that we are anxious for the title, or any other particular
official designation ; we only allude to it to exonerate those who are pleas-
ed to use it, and show the erudition of W. W. E. Custom has sanctioned
the use of this word, which in plain english simply mcans venerable, or
worthy of respect. We have no doubt our brethren feel more anxious
to deserve such a title, than merely to have it attached to their name :
indeed if the Minutes of our late Association are consulted, he wili not
find the word once employed, but invariably Eider.

“\W. W. E. then proceeds to disavow any intention of treating us in
a disrespectful manner, the probabihity of which may be inferred from
the insinuation already noticed, and m identifying our position and in-
fluence among our people with that of the * Romish Priesthood;
representing us as ¢ recreant to our Creed, anJd past profession;’ as
¢ refusing to preach the gospel as we understand it and as ¢ trying
educational, poliucal, and other plans to build up a cause which we know
with the simple New Testament we cannot sustain.’

¢Some of our number arc then charged with 4reating its author with
< peculiar rancour,’ and *inducing many in the community to beleve
that he held and propagated principles fundamentaliy erroneous.” From
the wording of this charge we infer, of course, that he has special re-
ference to thosc in this vicinily ; and although we cannot deny tlus
absolutely, except in case of our own individual self, yet we have the
best reason to doubt it. We have now mingled freely in this community
for more than a year, and most positwvely affirm that it has never, to our
knowledge, on one occasion, been displayed in our presence. We
bardly ever heard the writer’s name mentioned among our brethren, or
his pamphlet alluded to, and certainly never in any such way as he re-
presents; and we doubt very much if our brethrea in other parts of the
Province trouble themselves about the writer, or his opinions, ur produc-
tions, more than in this vicinity.

¢ The writer then proceeds to say that our Churches are kept from
exercising proper christian charity by the undue *influence’ which we
have over them, ® Like priest—like prople’ is as fully verified in the
present state of your Churches as in that of Roma ;’ that ¢ as many are
disposed to differ from the Minister in one communion as 1 the other.”
Such, « slander as this agaiost our Churches we do not balieve needs
refutation in this or any community where a Baptist Church exists in the
Province. It shows however in what disesteem the writer hoids the
Apostle’s charges to churches as given in Heb. xiu. 7, 17, 1 Thes. v.
12, 13, and his charge to the Flders, Acts xx. 28, I W. W, E. s

+
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disappointed and vexed that he cannot stir up dwisions and sunfe w
Baptist Churches, and draw away their members, let him state it u
mauly way, but charges so grossly false and wile are certainly beneath
an honorable and uprnight mind. But this priestly domination and
wrranuy over the senuments of our Churches are represented as bemg
Yiu the way of all reformation, of which there is no hope uli st begms
with you, yes, you, gentlemen.”

“"I'o commence a reformation uaccording to the writer, we must ¢ im
the first place dispense with our Creen, ard neither teach nor practice
any thing, without a ¢ thus saith the Lord.” Why net, if the writer's
professed 1wiention 1s his real one, to covine  us of errors, why not take
vur Creed, witch he would have us dispense with as unscripwral, and
powt vut its errors one hy one 7 Why not select one or more, if they
are unscriptural, and challenge seripture proof ? and it would he imme-
diately forthcuming. But, no, insinuations and assertions, as they are
the ouly means employed, are shown to be in the author’s mircd, the
most cifectual with which to attain hisend. We have confidence in our
doetrines, and therefore we are not atraid that other people should know
our Creen.  We have adopted them considerately, and we intend to
abide by them, and therefore we avow them. "o those who deny the
proper Divanity of Christ and preach baptismnal regeneration one year,
and prociaim a Triune God the next, and insist upon @ change of heart
previous to Baptism, 1t is a great convenience to dispense with creeds,
thiat o standing data may remain by which to expose the inconsistency,
aud sf we would be helpless against such false charzes as are made
in this letter, of departure from the faith of our fathers, we may put away
our vieed ; we find s purpose on this occasion. We are accused
fulsely of deparung entirely from the aystem of doctrines taught by us
Fiftcen or Sixteen years.ago, and *from being highly Calvinistic our
preacling has come to be s Arminian as that of the Methodists,” writes
W. W, E. . '

“ To make such a statement as this without reliable authority is dis-
hopest ) the eatreme, and we challenge the writer to mention one man
among the present Mamstry of the Association in this Province, or one
Church attached to the same, who does not hold and teach and love as
:the Joctrings of Christ the doctrines of our creed which is more than
twice Fifiecn or Twenty years old, and was held in the same esteem by
those who preceded us.  Hawever inconvenient our creed may be to the
auther of the letter, as a witness against his calumny, we can conceive
of many other advantages equally beneficial to us, which would lead us
to hold to 1, and to every part of it, until it shall be shown to be in part
ar whully unseriptural, but we require more proof on such a point than
unsupporicd asscrions of so unscrupulous & writer as W, W. E. But
the ymorance displayed in attempting to support this charge is as gross
as its fulsity. < From being diligent students of Gill, you have with few
exceptions gecome admirers of Fuller.’ And where did the writer ac-
‘quire so much information ?  We’ll venture to say there are not Three,
‘nar evcr were Three at one time of the Baptist Ministers of New Bruns-
wick thatowaed or everread Gill; nor do we believe there are Six of them
jout of the oresent Forty Eight ordained ministers of our Body, that own
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or ever read Fuller’s works.  We wish they did admire him enough to
procure aud study his unanswerable refuation of Arminianism on the ouc
hand aad Aatinomianism on the cther, and if W, W. E. knew anything
of Fullets works from the study of them himself, he never would be
gulty of so fooligh an assertion or supposition, as that studying and ad-
miring Fullcr would make one an Aiminian. ‘T'his may have arisen
however, frum, as he supposes, importing preachers frum the ¢ States,
or educating them there, and adopting the system of the Baptists in the
States. We know of but one of our body cducated there, or imported
from there, and he graduated at a Congreg tionalist College aud pir-
sued his thevlogical »udies at a theological insutution of the same
«denomination, aad his library is at any time open for inspection, where
will be found the works of John Culvin, John Edwards, John Howe,
Charnock, John Dick of Glasgow, Joseph Butler, &ec., with searcely a
dozen uut of Five Hundred volumes which can be called Arminian, in-
deed we doubt, and many well informed persons will have the samg
doubts whether from the use of the word Arminian, the wrtter of 1%
letter knows what Arminianism 1s. We are then charged with *ac-
knowledging as unanswerably true® certain articles wnitien by a Dr,
Johnston, of Halifux, some Fiftcen or Twenty years since. We have
applied to the oldest member of our body within reach, and he knows
not to what or to whom the writer refers, and yet a most base charge is
founded hereon, that we ¢ have silently confessed judgment against our-
selves,” that we have scen the original Gospel disinterred but as a body
have stepped back and refused to proclaim fully this Gospel. Heie
again we will venture our opinion founded upon the fact that no one of
our body in this vicinity ever saw or heard befure of what the writer al-
tudes to, (though one at least of us has had a very general acquaintance
with matters relating to the Denomination for the Twelve years last pasi)
that Six of the Forty Eight Ministers ever read or kncw the contents of
the letters referrcd to : and upon just such a presunaptiva also we haye
been held to an acknowledgment of the truth and justice of all the ca-
lumnies of this writer, if our good bretliren like ourself had considered
them too gross and palpable for the credulity of any reader. But the
last charge and a most serious one too, is that we are * trying educational
potitical, and other plan. to build up a cause which we know witk the simple
New Testamen! truth we cannot sustain.’ Surely then, the writer might
have added that we were inuiguing and hypocritical, false to God, aud
false to man; certinly sv, if his charge is true, and yetno disrespect is
intendcd by him to those whom he coadescended to call Lis fellow la-
borers. Now like an honest man let W. W. E. prove these grave as-
sertions, that ¢ we know the New Testament wontsustain us,’ &ec.
<'That we are giving ourselves to *study’ in obedicace to the Apostolic
precept, that we may show ourselves approved uito Gud as workmen
that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, we admit;
and the Lord ever Jeliver us from such self conceit as would spurn the
advantages of education; but what political plan or what concern direct
or indirect with politics has our body ? none whatever, and the writer
knew so, and equally impossible would it be for him to mention auy other
intriguing plan pursued by us as a substitute fur the New Testameut.
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The writer knows full well that it is the chief glory of the Baptist De-
nonunaion that they will not consent to any Doctrine ¢r Ordinance or
Iiscipime butsuchas is strictly and explicitly scriptural, and the credn
of the Denomipation stands staked upon this matter, not unly in this Pro-
vince but wherever iv1s found. ‘The Bible and the Bible only 1s the rule
of Fanh and Practice amongst us.  But it accords with the Spirit maai.
fest through the whole fetter to tantalise where we would be most sen-
sitive by his_confident assertions unsupported by the shuwlow of a proof.
We huve protracted our review far beyond what we intended ; in taking
leave of W. W. Ji. we would make a suggestion fur his consideration. 1f
lie has defimte views himself which he wishes to propagate, let him state
thewn fully and fairly, and then prave them, or if need be defend them, and
thus command by fair means an intelligént assent as he certainly may, if
they are true; or, on the other hand, if grieved at thesupposed unscrip-
tural seniiments or practices of others, let him state the points, the doc-
tnines, the practices, make matters definite and intelligible, sustain his
positions by proper proof and credible restimony ; and he may, atdeast,
by such a course, maintain his character for integrity, and however men
might judge of lus talents or his acquirements they might be permitted
to respect bum as a man.”

REMARES.

. Our readers at Liome and abroad, will ask who could have been the
‘author of this!  We can assure them that it puports to be the produc-
tim of a graduate of some Congregutional College and Theological
School in the United States; and 1t would seem considers himself very
highly insulted by our reference to the importation of preachers from
;that prolific land, thougli we can assure him he was not 1 all our thoughts
when that remark was penned.  He s the pastor of & Baptist Chureh
in the immediate vicinity of Saint John, and stands forth conspicuousl
on the first page of The Visitor as the REV. E. D. VERY, Editor !
Supposing that a * Reverend™ man, though * TERRIZLE” 10 the *“laity,”
would be magnanimous to the uninformed, we immediately penned the
following reply to his article, thinking that he would at least publish a
correetion of his mis-statements and misrepresentations, if not the entire
reply. Here ismy article prepared for The Visitor :—

«THE CHRISTIAN'S” DEFENCE.
g?

Reapers of THE Crristian Visitor—Will vou give me a hearing

‘The impartial will respond in the affirmative. Your editor has heaped
gon me more abuse than | have ever yetseen in printinreference to myself.
From his review of my letter * to the Baptist Ministers of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia,™ you canuot possibly obtain the most remote idea of its
contents, ils spirit, or its object : he has marked several sentences as quo-
tations from my letter, which are neither in it, expressed nor implied : he
has represented me as opposed to education, and asteaching * that the
tices of privaie Chnistians should be the Theological tutors to the minis-
try = he bas insinuated that one year we have denied ¢ the proper divi.
nity of Christ,” and have preached * baptismal regeneration,” and the
fnext proclaimed a * Triune God,” and have insisted on a “ change of

0
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heart provious to bautism " and, not satisfied with chargiog me witll dic
grussest ignurance and an entire unfitness fur the pusiion which Loocupy,
Ie has cudeavurod to hold me up before you as a calumniaiur, deslitutc
of hunesty, and as utteting ** charges’ against the Baptist preachers * su
grussly false and vile as to be beneath an honorable and upright mind !™
Had he given you my letter entire, or any thing like a faic represenlation
of 1t, I should not now ask a hearing. Every one of you would be inuch
surprised, if you had access.to my letter, that it were pussible for your
editor or uny conscientious mind to treat its author with so much indignity.
An old Baptist—engaged in the work in this community long Lefure
your * Reverend” editor knew one sect from another—a regular atten-
daat upon the ministry of your church, and intimately acquainted witl
his brotherhood of both Provinges. on reading my letter exclaimed * i
is true, every word of i.”” To you then, my friends, permit me to say,
helieve not that I have aspersed or calumniated either youa or your mi
nisters. Itis true I have pruferred against them charges of a serious
nature ; bat they are charges that can be as fully sustained as the truth
of christianity—charges se well founded and so apparent that the unpre-
Judiced ask not the proof. ButIask no oneto take any thing 1 utter on
my own responsibility. If your editor will give me a hearing [ pledge
myself fully tosustaia every charge [ have preferred. So fully satisfied
are 1y readers generally, wha are acquaiated with the history of the
Baptists for the last twenty years, that 1o attempt their proof would be a
work of supercrogation.

My remarks in reference to edueational and political plans to build up
the Buptist cause, and indeed the greater part of ny letter, were peaned
with particular reference to the educational and political efforts of the
Baptist preachers of Nova Scotia for the lastseven years, It was so per-
fectly obvious to your editor that this part of my letter was designed for
them, that he more ingeniously that honorably slips out of the pulifical
camp, and leaves to his Nova Scotia brotherhood the unenviable task of
justifying their greater zeal for political rulers and college grants, than
the. conversion. of sinners or the sanctification of the saints. Your editor
woll knew, when he was denying the charge of greater zeal in politics
&c. thas the study of the. New Testament, that it had been a soarce of
griefand disquietude to many. of the New Brunswick Baptists ; and mare
than this, he knew that the “ Christian Visitor™ came into existence rore
on account of the great amount of conservative political matter in the
Halfax Christian Messenger, than in consequence of any one defect
And yet this, with him, is the * most serious charge” of all preferred!
L ought perhaps in my letter to have stated that this part of it referred
mare particularly to the Nova Scotia ministers ; but | supposed that this
was so perfecily obvious that reference to it was not deemed necessary.

The change of sentiment and practice among your preachers gene
rally is so notorious, I did not suppose that any one the most remolely
acquainted with them, would have the hardihood for a moment to duny
What! will your editor presume to say that the present generation of
Bapust mimsters preach the doctrine that was always kept so prominent'y,
before the congregations of the Vencrable Dinocks, and Mannines, aad|
CranpaLs, and others, twenty years ago ?  The doctrine of a universa!
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atonement and partial application, if believed by any of those * fathers™
of the Baptist Churches in the Provinces, was never to my understanding
made apparent ; so far from 1, only a few years since a delegate from
an Assocution in the United States, addresssed a concourse of people at
the Nova Scotia Association, and they pronounced him an Arminan—
at least such was the report he brought back. I have often heard a re-
mark of one of your very acceptable ministers in this Province, in refer-
ence to a very prorr ising young preacher who went to the United States
to obtain his theological education—rthat ** he went down from Jerusalem
to Jerizho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him, wounded him, and
sent bum back half dead I ‘This is doubtless the opinion of a large ma-
jonity of the old Beptists in reference to the preaching of many whoare
now in the field. The question is not, how much the present creed,
written or printed, differs from that of twenty years standing, but what
is its practical application > ‘Then the Westminster Confession of Fanth,
“in the form of the Shorter Catechism was incilcated, and we wexe 1anght
to regard it as true as ¢ holy writ - who of the modern Baptists believe
gnd teach itnow ? "And then see the changelings in practicé, and the
time-serving policy of many of your prominent ministers! Who, among
you, a few years since, would have given credit to the rep irt that Par-
ticular Calvinistic Baptist Ministers—believing ¢ that God has fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pass,” the * final perseverance of the
saints,”” and that no one can be a visible member of the Church of
Christ without a believing immersion—would exchange pulpits with an
Arminian—a Methodist? And yet, according to your editor, your
preachers are in sentiment jnst what they were tiwwice twenty years ago!!
Once it was absolutely necessary for every one who would become a
member of a Baptist Church 1o * tell an experience™ before the Church,
and a general consultation held in reference to the genuineness of his.
conversion previous to bis baptism—but now how changed ! Persons of
npte, especially those in possession of plenty of the gaod things of this life,
may obtain immersion in their own houses, or they may present them-
selves at the water side and simply express a desire to be baptized, and
they will “ receive the sacred ordinance™ without any coufession of faith
ora single word heing uttered! And yet the Baptists have not changed!!
Because in the act of immersion we sometimes said, * by the authoruy
of Jesus Christ, on canfession of your faith in him, you are now, for
remissian of sins, baptized into the name” &c., many of your preachers
have charged us, as vour editor has, with preaching  bapiismal regene-
ration.”  And yet Baptist preachers in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
who are now among your most admired men, have said to those who
expressed a desire 10 be baptized for remission of sins that thev would
wait upon them, and in the water have actually used the abave formula
orits equivalent, And yet when it suits them, they will stigmatize the
same doclrine and practice by some such opprobiqus epithet as Camp-
bellism, and in private warn the enguiring against ¢ baptism for remission
of sins” as a mast deadly”and pernjcious grror.  Aud yet the Bapust
preachers are immaculate t—ag unchangiog, as the hills11 The judge
Pf all the earth and their qwn consciences koow the matives. which
prtgnpt them tosuch uamanly and unchrisfian vascillationg 1!
oL. 1V. E
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Again; your editor could not have misunderstood my allusion to the
Christian Gleaner, &c.; and yet he chose to represent to you that but
a few 1 the Province knew any thing about it. In reference to the
Nova Scota Ministers I also made this remark. I have been credibly
wnformed that 8 Baptist church, in Halifax, meeting every Lord's day
to keep the ordinances, not only remonstrated, by letter, to the association
agamst creeds, and advocated the all sufficiency of the word of God ;
but that the Christian Gleaner was made accessible to a large proportion
of the Ministry, containing unanswered and unanswerable reasons for a
faith and praciice different from that which obtained in the Baptist
churches : reasons and arguments that no unprejudiced mind could pos-
sibly resist.  And also, that a work on the necessity of a weekly celebra-
tion of the sacrificial death of the Lord Messiah, written by Mr. Cramp,
Principal of the Baptist College, Montreal, and an Editor of one of
your papers, was reprinted, and an edition of some Five hundred copies
was circulated among your churches in Nova Scotia. The influence of
these effort, and truth from other sources carried conviction to many
minds. Ministers in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick acknowledged
that this was the practice of the primitive churches, but who is using his
influence to induce its practice >  And yet your editor says that to prefer
such a charge is to say that your Ministers are ‘*intriguing anc hypo-
critical, false to God and false to man!’ I drew no such conclusions.
The above are facts. To the consciences of many of your preachers |
appeal for the proof. -

The insinuation of your editor, that I am one year of one sentiment,
and another found in the advocacy of something else, is not true. The
charges of denying the * proper Divinity of Christ,” or of preaching
* baptismal regeneration,” are slanders a thousand times refuted, and

circulated again and again by those who had all the means of knowing .

they were false charges. It was in reference to Yhe denial of the * pro-
per Divimty™ of the Saviour 1 made the remark that by some of the
Baptist preachers 1 had been treated with peculiar rancour. To one
who was asking for certain views I gave them j and in them, on this par-
ticular point, he appeared fully to acquiesce : but scarcely a day had
passed, ere the same individual, as he afterwards to me confessed, stated
that I was a Socinian. How is it possible under these circumstances,
to treat with moderation men in whose integrity I can have no conft-
dence! On the proper, the rREAL divinity of the Saviour, I never had or
expressed a doubt; but because ! could not, I dared not, without proving
recreant to the Word of God, use the barbarous phrases in common use
by the defenders of the creed of ** Saint Athanasius,” I have been slan.
derously called an Aran, Socinian, &c. Not content with this, the
church over which your editor presides, passed a vote, not long since, to
exclude from her communion a member who had made more and greater
saerifices for her than any other man in this vicivity, because he some-
1imes broke bread with us. He asked for a reasonand was informed that
we were Unitanians. This and this alone was the charge preferred
against him!  And thus, if that church keeps a record, has she entered
on her book a eharge false and slanderous; an open violaiion of 1he
pinth commandmept—a precept written by the finger of God,
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Untit Bapuist Miuistccs and others take dack and correct these slanders
and false charges they must expect that I will bse all my influence by
tongue and pen to point out their errors, and t¢ snstain those views and
practices which ! find taught 1 the Word of God$ for just as far as
these nen are recewved us teachers of the truth, am 1 excluded from an
unprejudiced hearing.

h is true, my friends, I have not Five hundred volumes of Calvin-
istic theology in my library ; neither have 1 had the advantages of a
Congrugational College or a Theological Seminary, and cannot therefore
doast uf my cducation ; but { bave a good Bible, and if the ¢ditor of
the “ Visitor,” or those of the * Messenger,” will allow me to occupy
as much space in their respective papers as | will allow them in *The
Christian,” from that aloge I pledge myself not only 10 prove the
inutility of your arlicles of faith, but also that the views generally held
by Baptist Ministers of Reeeneration and the oRDER of CHRISTIAN
Worsnip are not taught 1n the New Testament.

Saint John, January 28th, 1848. W. W. Earon.

The above was inclosed, with a respectful request that he would give
1t to his readers ; but within two or three hours both the article and note
were returned, carelessly wrapped in a half sheet of foolscap, con-
taming the following laconic note : :

# Mu. Earox—The Cheistian Visitor of Wed. lact in a pioce to which you allude,
' gwes you the reason for dechining any coniroversy, and fof retarinng this commans-
" cation. Yours &e. “ Eow. D. Verys

« &t. John, Jany' 2%ih_ 45.%

We owe our readers an apology for occupving so much space already
on what suvine may consider & personal affair; but we assurae ther
that did we not lonestly consider the cause of rruth affected by such a
tirade of abuse, we would (30 far as’we are personally concerned) let it
pass as le 1dle wind. We must, thetefore, claim thg inddlgence of our
readers, while we offera few mare strictures upon Mr. Very's * repiew.”
He jusufies the use of the term * Reverend ¥ ‘This we did not antici-
pate, for nothing that we have ever vet seen has given a more plausible
reasou for its use, than that given bv Mr. Very as his lnst argument,
namely, that © Custom has sanctioned it}  That’s conclusive truly !
But the custom of whom~—of what Churches ? T'hose who style mortals

1 His Reverence, Very Reverend, His-Holmess, Right Reverer.d Father
iinGod - all originating with hum ** who esalts himself above all that 1s
called God ur ts worstupped 1 But the Reverend gertlemen among the
Bapiists would seem, as mghly as myself, to disapprove of these fugh
sounding utles; but they cannot leave all of them at once ! Like Lot,
Awhen commanded * Escape for thy hfe ; look not behind thee, reithes
Zstay thou in allthe plain,” they look on the honors and titles of the Old
2Mother and her Daughters, and pracucally say * this city is uear to flee
%10, and it is a very lutle one”—there can be no harmn in retaining this
gsmall relic of Babylomsh arrogance and impiety ! i is a maiter of joy
ghowever that many of the Bapust clergy are getting ashamed of the title,
od ere encouragng the use of scriptoral designations. No one will
Fejoice more than we when they learn fully to speak of men, doctrine

nd practice, in the language of the Book. ‘
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The Hobrow term rendered * Reverend” is, in the,common version,
not only translated * terrible,” but ** dreadful,” ¢ fearful,” “to be
feared,” * terribleness,” * fearfulness ;™ and is * applied (1) To God.
(2) To things belonging to, or dove by, God. (3) T'o nations or others
doing God’s work. (4) Accompanied by a negative when applied to
any thing else than God. Isa. xli. 5, 10, 13, 14 &c. (5) Man is some-
times said to fear or reverence other things, or men, but it is only in hix
own weakness and under reproof, such being unworthy of such a state
of mind. Gen. xviii. 15; xix. 30; xxvi.7. (6) Of man’s drea® rather
than respect of God. Gen. iii. 105 Deut. v. 5. Such is the scriptural
use of the term. Now thae issue made by Mr. Very is calculated to de-
ceive the superficial reader. The question is not whether it be right to
use a designation sometimes joined to the name of Jehovah, and very
frequenily, by inspired men, prefixed to men and to offices held bythem,
such as Judge, King, Lawgiver, Holy, &ec. &c. ; but whether it is scrip-
te ral—whethor it be not profane—to taie titles used by inspired men, as
either expressing the attributes of Jehovah or giving expression to some-
thing not belonging to mortals, and using it as the common official desig-
nation of every one who chooses to wear & black coat and white cravat !
Even granting all that Mr. V. has said of the term ¢ terrible” or can say
of other words by which the original may be rendered, his own senso
of propriety would be shocked if he should be addressed as the * Ter-
r3ble,” the ¢ Fearful,” or the * Dreadful” Mr. Very! There is only
one safe rule in the use of Scripture terms, and especially of those
that designate character, office &c., and that is, to use them in precisely
the same way thatthey are used in the oracles of God. Ifwe could find
in the New 'I'estament, the term Reverend, Terrible, Fearful, or any
thing else applied by the Aposties to the Bishops, Elders, Evangelists,
or other officers in the Christian Congregations, we should never hesitate
to use them ; but it is not so, and therefore it is unscriptural and wrong.
And not only so, but they are expressly oppused to the injunction of the
Saviour, who said of certain dignitaries, who considered themselves the
* orthodox” denomination in his day, * They make broad their phylac-
teries, and cnlarge the borders of their garments, and love the upper-
most rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greet-
ings in the markets, and to be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. [A title of
S just as the title Reverend is used now, but destjtute of its fearful
import.] But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your master, even
Christ; and all ye are brethren.”” Matt. xxiii. 5, 8. How any one fa-
wmiliar with this portion of the divioe record, can resort to public meet-
ings, and see the clergy looking for the chief seats, the,greetings, &e.,
with their distinguishing dress (the insignia of office), and to know how
much they consider themselves slighted if their ** official designation®
be omitted when their names appear in public print, and not say you are
the same characters in another garb, against whom the Divine Redeemer
proneunced the Woe, is not'a little surprising !

Wa viish to notice another point in our former letter, misunderstood if
not misrepresented by Mr. Very, viz. ¢ Like priest, like people.” This
expression is misioterpreted by him to mean that the Baptist ministers
are like the * Romish Priesthood,” and the reader will perceive that itjs
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marked 63 & quotation in Mr. V.’s review. Now these words do not
detur in my lelter ; neither have we uttered the sentimen. which he has
given his readers to tnderstand is couched in the terms vsed. If we
should say the Baptist people generally, in faith and practice do nat
agree with their preachers, and are not under their influence, we should
express just the opposite thought to that which we supposed every rea-
der would gather from what we did sany. But does ** The Visitor" in-
tend 10 say that it is a **slander” that needs ne * refutation,” to dssert
that the Baptists do not differ in sentiment from their ministers? ‘Tho
assertion made in my first letter 18 true of all the sects and parties in
Chrisleadom ¢ indeed we are sincerely of the opinion that were We
10 say that Mr. Very’s * people” did not think as he did—that he had
no influehce over them, and that they would not listen as attentively to
hitn, as his Romanist neighbours do to their priest, he would esteem ita
greater “slander” than any thing that has beenuttered!  Why thenall
this ado about & remark that should have given offence 1o no oie?
Something must be said for effect; and the very idea that one so igno.
rant, so destitute of informationas W, W, E., should presume o questio
the faith and practice of forly eight Baptist ministers in New Brunswic
and perbaps more in Nova Scotia, was a manifestation of so much
“impudence,” that Mr. V. seemed to feel that he had authority not only
to manufacitire terms for him, but to surcharge the few he did use with
ideas that never entered the mind of the writer. But, by the way, we
would remark, that we have many reasons to believe that there are many
excellent brethren in the three Baptist Churches in this vicinity, who
would fiot only occasionally break bread with us, but be happy to have
us commune with them, were it not for the * undue influence exerted
over them® by somebady, or by some false report.' 'l he article already
before the reader will explain all the rest.

Baptist and other ministers, and prominent men, have tried to impress
on the minds of those over whom they have influence, that we do not
believe in the Divinity of Christ. Some of the best men in the Baptist
Churchin this city say they would not have our publication in their houses
because they believe that its conductor is an Anen, Socinian, Unitarian,
or something of that sort! 'These men are, doubtless, honest in their
conclusions, but somebody has an * undue influence™ over them ; for
nothing thiat we have ever said, written or practised, has conveyed such
an idea to their minds : Baptist preachers acquainted with us and our
practice know that these charges are false ; they can correct this wrang
impression, if they will: we have putit 1n their power to-do so : ne men
nor set of men can correct this impression but themselves. By some
means or other the spirit of detraction, of slander, and misrepreseiitatioh
is abroad : we are resolved to do our utmost to sifence or dispossess it.
Few—very few of the private members of the Bapust Churches—after
an intimafe acquaibtance with us, have ever doubted our soundness in the
faith on the ** proper Divinity of, Christ”~—the charges of their preachers
fo the contrary notwithstanding ; but those with whom we have no per-
sonal acqudintance will, as a matter of course, believe their religious
tedehiers, and conclude that we deny the Ihwinity of the Lord wtio'has
ragkoméd us.  Until vefy yecently we suppesed that the “Baptis's hiad
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been convinced of the falsity of these charges ; butduring our late excur-
sion through Nova Scotla, we found that this slander was still used to
revent, as we supposed, an unprejudiced hearing : recently, we have
earned that this 1s the case in New Brunswick. What is the design of
Mr. V.’s innuendo about one creed at one lime, and another at another
time, if not to chenish the slander alluded to? Such a course of secret
and one-sided opposition and misrepresentation can expect no quarter
from us winle we have a tongue 10 use or a pen to wield: not against
men, but against this spirit of detraction we have long since proclaimed
an uncompromising war; like the carnal mind, it cannot be reconciled—
it must be destroyed. On the broad basis of the Gospel we shall be most
happy to fraternize with all those whe are dispossessed of this demon :
we will do and suffer any thing for Christian union; but we desire no
union with sects or parties as such, mach less with those who would, be-
fore the world, manifest a desire to be on terms of christian intimacy, but
behind our back charge us with denying the only foundation of the
Christian Relicion.  With such mer. we desire to have no christian inti-
macy. The ¢isno way in which they can benefit us but by doing us in
the first place simple justice ; speaking the truth in reference to our
faith and practice, and correcting former misrepresentations. And what
good can we do them by seeking their smiles or their co-operation !
Heaven forbid, that we should ever do so except op christian principles.
Many, doubtless like Mr. V., will pretend before the public, 1o treat us
ng destitute of * information,’ and too obscure to be worthy of notice.
If they bad and would continue to treat us in that manner, we never
would have complained 6f neglect, or that we were treated with disres.
pect. We are not anxious for public applause : every one acquainted
with us knows that we have studiously kept aloof from public meetings,
and all popular societies.  We do not resent any charge of ignorance.
Every day we feel our want of information, and we are trying to supply
our defects. We are not disappointed ihat the jopulare do not treat us
with greater deference. We have long since learned how they trezted
the Saviour and his Apostles. While we preach their doctrine, and en-
deavour to practice their precepts, we expect from the Pharisses [the
# orthadox™] and the Sadducees [the * hieteredox"], and especially thase
who love 1o be called Rabbi [Reverend], to be treated contemptuously !
We pray Heiven that we may be able to bear such scorn and contempt
uncomplaningly ; but we confess that to be charged by suck men as
E. D. Very and his advisers with ¢ making common cause with a
wicked world,'” and with taking * pleasurc in deriding and macking the
followers of Christ," is a scvere test of our equanimity, and requires no
common effort to restrain our tongue and pen from giving utterance to
our indignation at a charge so absolutely false and unfounded. No one
acquainted with us believes the charge ; and we cannot conceive howany
one ignorant of our charac'er, associates, and labors, would venture to
raake such an assertion without very corrupt advisers. Mr. V. assures
us that he purposed letting our letter pass with his short philippic, but
was induced to write the review, by those whose advice is entitled to
consideration.”” Who these advisers can be isto us a great mysiery.
Messrs, Robinson and M’Dounald, and several Deacons (if our memory
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serves us) were associnledas a committee of publication for The Visitor :
that they would have informed Mr. V. that we were ** making common
cause with a wicked world,” and * deriding and mocking the followers
of Christ,” is too much for us to credit without other testimony than
that furnished by their general treatmbnt of us, But the question will
recur to the friends of © "The Christian,” and 1o the conduclor’s associ-
ates, who among the advisers of Mr. V. would give such a false repre-
semalion of our co-workers in a cause, for which we have sacrificed every
thing, almost, but our existence. We have no fears, however, of sus-
taining any injury where either we or our associates are known ; for not
a single Baptist in this vicinity or in any other place where we are per-
sonalty known, believes that there is the least foundation for such a
charge! And were it not considered as boasting, we would challenge
Mr. V. and ail his advisers to induce any vne, even partially acquainted
with us, to believe such a slander. But here we must abruptly break off
for the present. We would again apologize to our readers for filling
s0 large a portion of this number with matter of so litile interest to them.
We will try to do better in future. May Heaven sustain the right.
W. W. E.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.
kanmvz CurisTianiTY, displayed as the only antidote against Na.
tional Establishments, and Ecclesiastical Imposition. By Jonn
M'Carrney. Glasgow., pp. 46.
( Continued from page 13.)

., 8d, Classical learning is not nesessary for preaching the gospel, or
+idischarging pastoral duties; because, those whom Paul and Barnabas
Hordained to be pastors, in the cities of Lystra, Antioch, and Iconinm,
“were not learned.  Acts xiv. 21, 24. “The gospel had been preached in
$these cities only about eightven months before the election of these elders.
. was therefore impossible that those persons chosen to the eldership
nuld be learned in the modern acceptation of the term. Canit be be-
ieved that these men spent many years in preparatory study of nume-
Jous languages and sciences, as many do in our day, to qualify them for
zpreaching the gospel? The time was too short to acquire any large
zDortion of classical learning, and even though the time had permitted,,
FAhe means of its acquisition were a wanting. In these days there were
#Bo academies, colleges, or universities, containing the requisite instiuct-
s to teach the embryo preacher the original languages, (for even in
ghose days, many of the churches planted by the Apostles, knew nothing
f the languages in which the Jewish seriptures were written.) There
were then no teachers of divinity, logic, or mathematics; and if neither
#he time aor circumsiances in which these elders were placed permitted
@he acquisition of classical learning, then it must be admitted that those

zvho were first appointed to the pastoral office were not so learned.
5y 4th, Classical learning is not necessary in pastors ; because, n.. re-
duired by that rule whereby they are appointed to be chosen lo office.
Tim.in 1. Titusi. 6. This list of qualifications is very minute, and,
3 a rule of duty, is, lika its author, perfect.  The udvocates of the po.
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pular practice have laid aside this rule as imperfect, that they may
establish their own tradition, but, upon the same principle, the whole
Bible may be laid aside. With those who thus *change times and
laws,” who presume io be ** wise above what is written,”—who ** exalt
the creature above the Creator,” it would be vain to reason. But to all
whose faith does not siaud in the wisdom of men, but in the word of
God, this rule will be coanclusive proof, that classical learning is not
requisite 1n those appuinted to the pastoral office. It is said, *a bishop
must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigitant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospuality.”  All these qualifications, have obviously
10 connection with, or are in any way dependent upon, classical learning,
and alf that follow fion the beginning of e thivd verse are incapable
of yieldiurg the leust support to the popnlar opinion.  * Apt to teack™ is
the only qualification mentioned by the inspired wrrter, at all con-
nected with the subject uader consideration; and the person who can
find, 1n these three words, a precept requiring, or a warrant authonsing,
that pastors should be classically educated must be clear-sighted indeed.
That the quabfication ** apt to teach,” incindes in it fitness and ability,
as well as inclination and readiness to teach, is undoubted. But the
question instantly occurs, does classical learning censtitute any part of
tus fitness 2 1f 1t dues, let those whosay so, producethe passage from
*“the law and the testimony™ whieh demands its acquisition, and the
questionis decide 1. To the seriptures we must go foran answerto the
question, what coastitutes aptaess to teach ?  And how agreeable is
to find that the scuptures furnish such an éxplicit und satisfuctory answer !
"Timothy was enjuined by Paul (2 Tim. ii. 2,) to commit to faithful (not
classical learned) nien the things which he had heard, and this he was
to do for the express purpose that they might be ABLE To TEACH OTHERS
aLso. Now, what were the things which Timothy heard of Puul, which
he was to commit to faithful men, to render them apt to teach ?  Paul
answers this questiun by eahorting Timothy to hold fast the form of
sound words, and continue in the things which he had learned. 2 Tim.
1. 13.  This form of suund words, we are informed, {1 Tim. vi. 3,) were
those doctrines which are according to godliness, and which were com-
mitted to Timothy to Le kept by him unmixed with the iraditions of
men ; and this could only be done by avoiding profane and vain babblings,
and oppesitious of science, falsely so culled.” 1 Tim. iv. 7, vi. 20,
2 Tun. u. 16.  Itis enly by holding fast the faithful word that they
shall be able, by sound doctrine, to exhortand convince gainsayers, (Ti-
tus 1. 8,) and this fwthful or true word, this glorious gospel of the blessed
God, 1sihe all-important, though plain and simple declaration, that Jesus
died for our sins, and ruse again for our justification. Rom. iv. 25.
Aptness to teach, therefore counsists in knowinr and understanding the
truths taught in the suriprures concerning Jesus Christ; being also ac-
quainted with those precepts which the Saviour and s Apostles enjoined
Chrishans 10 observe, ard possessing the inclination and ability to make
them known to others in language plain and easy to be understood.
‘Those alone are apt to teach, who have, not the wisdom of men, but the
word of- Christ, dwelling in them richly, and are thereby * ABLE TO
TEAcH 2ad admonish one another.”™  Col. iii. 168.
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The question may be very properly put heie, where, and by what
weans, are, Chinstians to acquire this aptness 1o teach? Durnng the
Apostohe age, the church meeting seems to bave been the prmcnpal
senmnary for religious struction, and the means by which this instruc-
Hon wus commumcu.(,d 1o the future office-bearers of the cliurch, ap-
peuts to have been the teaching of the Apostles, Ev ingelists aud Elders,
1 ¢ouncction with the mutua! “exhortations of the brethren.  Such were
e vigmal ineans by which this instruction was acquused, and such the
Apusth‘a imtended they should continue 5 for in Lo part of their writings
have they given any awthority or ditection 1o change them. At the
present ddy, Chrstians enjoy the teachimyg of the Apost'u, in their
wrings, which, with the other scripiures given vy ispiration of God
are able 1o make wise unio salvation, aud mule the mau of God perfect,
thoroughly furmished unto every geod work, of which the discharge of
p.Noml duties is one, (1 Tim. ni. 1,) and for whicli tlis instraction in
nghteousness is capable of fitting im. 2 Tnn. iii. 1€, At this day
also, Christians enjoyed the stated teaching of pasturs, and wherever
churches are conformed unto the primitive pattern, they also enjoy the
muwal exhortations of the brethren in public, as we shall have occdsivu
anervardsto llustrate.  Itis only necessary here, to remind the reader,
that it is 1a the observance of this important duty, of exhorting and
edifying one another, that church members improve tlie instructions
wihich they have received, and manifest to their brethren their fitness
for oflice, and that they possess inclnation and ulility, or that qualifi-

cation which the Apostie styles “ apl to teach.”

ath, Clussical learning is not necessary lo qualify for preaching the
gospel, because the gosp el itself is plain and sunple. “That there are
questious couuected with the truths, revealed in the seriptures, surpassing
our finite uuderstandings, is readily admitted.  But isitin the power of
classical learuing to remove these difficulties>  No, such questionshave
remained, ard must remain, unsohed, in despite of classical learning.
One 1hmrr lo\\ever, is certain, the sciiptures aire able to make * wise
unto salvation ™ Lverylhm«r necessary w be known, - and most cer-
tamly believed by us,” 1s plaivly and melligibly set forth in the word
ot truth, and any principle or practic ¢, not diatmcﬂ) revealed, may be
saftly pronounced not necessary to salvation. The gospel, lhourvh a
\mmblmg block to the Jews, and fualishness to the Greeks, 1s the msdom
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, however illiterate he
may be.  “L'o come closely to the puwt, let us examine whether there
15 anvthing so abstruse o the gospel, as torequire classical learning to
comprehend it.  Paul informs the Corinthians, that the gospel v lich he
had preached to them, the gaspel which they had received— in which
they stood—and by which they should be saved, was the simple and
well-attested truth, that Jesus died for our sins accordirg as the serip-
tures had pred:c:ed ; that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third ¢ay according to the scriptures. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 3. Is there any

need of classical learning to know and understand this plain and simple
statement of facts, the l\nowledge and belief of which, is accompanied
with sulvation and eternal life?  Nor is this & solitary instance of the
plamess and simpleny of the gospel  Many instances might be adduced,
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such as, “Thisis a faith{ul (or true) sayiag, aud woriliy of all accep-
tatton, that Clirist Jesus cawne into ihe world to save sinners.,”™ 1 Tim.
i. 15, Again, * through this man is preached unto you the forgivencss
of sins, and by him, ull that believe are justified from all things from
which they could not be jusufied by (he law of Moses.” Acts xiu. 38.
Is classical learning necessary to kuow aud declare this gospe1?  No,
itis plain and siwple, and capable of beiug comprehended by the meauest
capacities 5 and, were it not so, it might safely be prenounced unwarthy
of 1ts Divine Author, wliv cemmanded it to be preached to every crea-
ture, learned, and unleained ; aud, surely, Divine wisdom would aever
Lave appuinted the gospel to be preached to unlcarned men, had learning
been necessary tu hauw and understand it. It may furiher be observed
here, that classical learuing is not necessury, hecause, the gospel tes-
timouy is confirmed by the most plain, complete, convincing evidence
of any fact oa record. Can classical lcarning either increase these
cvidences, or ealighien the vudersianding to perceive them? If so,
then to this extent vur fauli stands, not i the word of God, bat in the
wisdom of men.

Gth, Classical learning is unnecessary, because the practical dulies
enjoined wpon Curistians are pluinly and ecplicitly revealed. ‘The
precepts of hiuicn, very unlike the laws of men, are so plan and ex-
plicit, that he who runs may read. As an example of the plainess and
perspicuity of the pracucal injunctions of seripture, take what is called
the Saviour’s goldun rule.  Mait. vii. 12, Iu this rule we have a precept
so short, that the weakest memories may retain it; so distinct and so
explicit, thal no soplistry or false gloss can obscure it; so equilable and
Just, that uoue can object 10 it ; so extensive in its application, that no
action of sucial iutercourse can uvecur, but what ought to Le regulated
by it; and, so universal and compreliensive, that no individual of the
humnan race can be exempted from it. Look at the precept which em-
bodies in 1t the esscuce of the law and the prophets, and then say wiat
classical learning could do to improve it.  To such as may be ready to
urge the oljcction, that this is uuly a solitary instance of plainess and
perspicuity, it may be a suflicient reply, to urge them to search the
scriptures ; and, if they do so, they will doubtless find, that the plainess
and simplicity distinguishing this precept, are characteristic of all the
practical precepts of the scripturcs, and whereby they manifest their
author to be divine. The practical precepts of scripture are already so
plain, that the Spirit of God has compared them unio an highway, in
which the wayfaring man though a fool, shall not err. Isa. xxxv. 8.

7th, Classical learning is not necessary to qualify for preaching the
gospel, because the use thercof was prohibited in'‘the commission given
to the Apostle Paul. Though it may be proved that classical learning
is not absolutely necessary to qualify for preaching the gospel, still, many
will be liable to consider, hat classical learning, all other things being
cqual, must give its possessor a decided superionty as a preacher over
him who wantsit ; and the case of Paul has been frequently adduced as
indisputable proof of this opinivn ; Paul being the only learned Apostle,
and who labored more abundantly in the gospel than them all. 1 Cor.
xv. 10, Those who adduce the example of Paul, asa peculiar instance
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of the value and ndvavtage of Liuman learuing, will probably be sur-
prised to find, that, isteud of yielding any support to this opinion, it
~Turds the most conclusive and indisputable proof, of thie utier worth-
li wness and incfficiency of human Icarmng that can possibly, be pro-
duced. 1lad Paul, the only A pustle whio had received a large proportion
of human learning, considered this acquisition of any value o preaclung
the gospel, is it possible thut he would have laid aside the ¢ cacelleney of
sprech and the wisduin of words, in dedlaning the testunony of God ?
YCooi 1. Had be vadued human lcarmnmns Lighiy, or cunsidered it
of us nmch advantage, as many do i vur dad\, would he have sad to
e Corinthians, that his specch and bis preacling were not with the
cnticing words which man’s wisdons wachetls, but with the wisdom and
vurds which the Holy Ghost _acheth, cumi aving spiritaal things with
spiritual > 1 Cor, ii. 4, 18.  Nay, further, to prevent the ounly learned
Apostle from feeling proud of his peculiar atiinmenis ubove the rest,
ind to sweep away everything which might be drawn from his case 1o
¢ mintenance the prevailing opinion, respecting the nccessity aud value
iof human learning, he informs us, that when he was commissicned and
“m forth by Jesus (o preach the gospel, A RESTRICTION, was laid upon
lin beeause he was lcarned, which was not laid upon any of the other
Apustles.  When he was sent forth he was specifically enjoined to preach
the gospel, NOT WITR WISDOM OF WURDS, LEST THE Ckuss OF CHRIsT
‘suouu 1HEREBY BE MADE 0F NONE EFFEcT. 1 Cor i 17.  Could
2ny thing be more decisive on the subject than these words of the Aposile ?
From thi - specific injuction to Paul it must appear evident, that human
wiadom and classical learning, instead of proving valuable and advan-
tigeaus o those who preach the gospel, ate much more Lkely, when
jat reqmsllnon, to render their labors iueflicient and abortive. ‘Lhe
reason is sclf evident ; the work of man’s redemption issolely of grace,
from first tg last. Gud performs all the work of appointing the ueces-
<ary means s of salvation, and he assumes to himsc!f all the glory. Lest
men therefore should think that they have somewhat o glory of in hus
presence, on account of their own wisdem and learning fur thering lus
worl, he has, in the case of Paul, prohibiied their use in preacliing the
coepel 5 and pot only in Paul’s case, but also in every uther ; for, he has
raused it to be written in his word, THAT HE WILL DE>STROY THE WISDOM
O THE WISE, AND BRING TO NOTHING THE BNDERSTAMDING OF THE
rrypexT. 1 Cor. i, 19.

t To be Continuced )

GENEVA AND ROME.
AN ALDRESS TO THE STUDENTS OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL, GENEVA.
BY PROFESSOR GAUSSEN.
{ Continued from page 26.)

It wou'd rrquire much time, my friends, to do juslice, in our interpre-
fatien, to the divine beau'y of this picture. The Papacy is distinetly in-
«‘w::ned hy thirtcen or fourteen characters. My objectisto try and make
I\ﬂu understand that, from each of these characteristic traits, is one forced
! «exelaimy not only ¢ Itisindced the Pope,” but* Theie is nothing un-

‘
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der heaven, nor in the whole history of ages, except the Pope, to whonf
the <e divine descriptivng can beapplied : 1t can only be the Pope ™

First character.—~The very NATURE of this power is prefigured in thef
hule horn.  Plainly, according to this prophecy, be must be a Kingf
Priest; furitis said that he shall be different from the other kings, and alg
that fullows is meant 10 shew us i what he will ditfer, and to extubit him
at once ina rehigious and ina political aspeet, What dees he ? he blas.
phemes, be persecutes the saints; he claims power to change times and
laws. As a king he is ununporw.at and weak, 1t is a hittie horn ; butasa
priest-king he is high and mighty ,—he has power {or centuries to oppresg
the saints; s words are lofty,~he goverus the world. But (looking
oaly to thus first character) 1 ask where will you find, under the wholeg
heaven, a king-priest, unless at Rome, or among the mountains of Upperg
Asia in the Grand Lama ?  In the whole lustory of this world, where,
except in the Papacy, will you find a King-Priest who has pretended tof,
change times and laws,—who has reigned with power, and who has wagedg
a secular war against the people of the saints ? 3

Second characier.—You have again here the GLoGRAPHICAL PoSITIONE
of this power. Where is the little horn to be looked for 2 Where is i3
holy seat? Whereare to be its territory, its patrimony, the States of thef
Church? What is to be the theatre of its misdeeds ? Nothing can beft
plainer than are these in this prophecy. ltis given to lead you directiyi;
to the Roman empire,—to pointout Rome as theseatof the Hoiy See, thef
States of the Church as being i ltaly, and the scene of the operations off
this mischievons power as being the vast empure of the ten Latin kingf
doms. You know with what care John elsewhere has shewn it to us g
Rome, the seven-hilled city, the reigning city, the Babylon of the las
days. You are aware, too, that the Roman Catholics, as well as we, ailp
acknowledge that the Babylon of St. John can be only Rome. If, theng
this power is to be a terntorial state, its terntory, according to Daniel, s
a Roman state; if it is a church, it is, 3ccording to Daniel, a Romarg
church ; if itis a priest, this priest is,according to Daniel, a Roman priest;f
and if it is a great apostacy, that apostacy, according to Danie!, extends§
over the countries between the Rhine and the Danube, the Greck empireg
the Adiiatc, Mount Atlas,andth: Mediterranean,—thatis, all the empireg
of “ the fourth beast.” In vther words, i 15 10 be looked forin France}
Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Savoy, ltaly, Bavana, Ausina, and part df
Hungary.

Third character.—The oricix of this power, and the mode of g

growth. How comes it into the world 2 Slowly, by degrees, by conteis
nual progress, as the horn grows on the head of a young buil.  Mark well@
that these ten first horns (ur the fen kingdoms established 1n the Romaog
empire by the Barbarians) appeared to the prophet’s view as already quite
formed ; but itis not so with the eleventh horn; it appears to him asf
coming up after the others, in silence and without observation, as a horf
increases. And ask all historians if here you have not the exact history
of the origin of the Papal tyranny ; and if it has not become threatening
yiotous, and terrible, without its being possible for them to tell in whelfg
year it began. %
Fourth character.—The curoxoroGy cof this apestacy, by which |
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Fmean the time of its beginting and thatof its end.  According to Dauiel,
W(nad this trait is conc\uswc), “what was 10 be the perivd of its commence-
Hinent?  From the vision it ¢ appears, that it was to comnience afler the
Hpartition of the Latin empire into the ten Gothic kinuiome,~—thatis,about
dthe <ixth or seventh century  And, according to the sowe viston, this
Hdivided state was to endure ull the coming of the Lord Jesus Chnist. But
ask 1f it be possib'e to give, without reference to the Papacy, the least
Jsolution of n statement so clear und explicit. I ask if all historians who
Htreat of the subject, do not show us this Power as rising on the ruins of
Ejﬂae Roman empire, about the sixth or seventh century, and having birth
Zinthe very middle of the ten hingdoms formed of these ruins,—in the days
#Aof Clovis, Justinian, and Belesa nus? [ ask any one to show me in the
f»“ hole world (but especially in the Roman empire and in Rome,) a King-
APriest who began his reign 1200 vears ago, and still reigns in our own
#day, to continue 1ill the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 Fifthcharacter.—The TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS of thus Power. ow
Amarvellousisthis! « Three of the first horns,” says Daniel, verse 8, * were
dplucked up*by the roots before the little horn ;™ and these horns St. John
Arepresents to us as “ wearmg each his crown.” Tuke then, amap of Italy,
look for the Papal Siates, and i inquire how many of the original ten king-
$doms now compase the papal territory.  Youwill see that it has swallowed
Jup three,—the Heruli, the Ostrogoths, and the Lombards. Andif, lastly, .
fyon next vear visit Rome and view him pass, when on the Banl\s of the
ghbm in his priestly pomp, the Pope tramples on the ashes of Romulus,
in the Basilica of 8t. Peter, or his palace of the Vatican, you will see him
wear on lns Babylonian tiara, (for of all the kings of the world, he 1s the
only one whoat this day puts on him thisprophetic head dress,)———\ ou will
§<!e him, [ say, wear on this Babylonian tiara, the three crowns ot the
horas plucke(l up by the roats before him, the crowns of Qdacer, Theo-
dore, and Altoin.  Find for me on earth another prince, whose head is
encircled by a triple crown!  And here, too, isa King-Priest; he 1s in
4Rome ; he has grown up like ahcr 5 he has appeared about the sixth or
:cevemh century 5 he cortinues stll j—it is written, then, ¢ Three of the

Gfirst horns were p’uclmd up Ly the roots before him," and ** ke skall sub-
Bdue three kings.”

4 Sizth character —The extraordinary saG.ic11y, the consuminate skill,
Athe matchless diplomacy, the constant vigilance of this P Power. Sece how
Aadmirably this so chracteristic trait is descrlbod in the symbolic language
gof the vision !~ Whence, according to Daniel, wasto be “derivéd the comi-
gnion exercised by the little horn, in dommeermg over the whole Catho-
Flicism of the Roman Empire, and disturbing the world during so many
scenturies,—since, coming aftér the len other kingdoms, it is also the
gleast of them ?  Ilear the words,—* it had eyes,” Daniel tells us ¢ lile,
the eyes of aman I Its eyes,—herein lies the secret of its power! A
ghorn with eyes!  The idea is, cerfainly, a very strange one. But how
gadmirably does it o appear when the senseis perceived ! “Iis by her more
$han homan sagacity that Rome has reigned for 1200 vears, by that
$secular wisdom of which the cyes are the emblem,——bv that vm‘hnce
jwhich she exercises over all the earth, through-her priests, her rehmous
torders, her nuncios, her Jesuits, her apostohc vicars, and, above 1\! by

N
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her confessinnal,— it is by this piercing eye, ever open and ever wakeful,
this inumate knowledge which she has of human weakness, and fur
which 1he confessional has been for 800 years her great school 3 that it
is by this her cunning and admirable tact, * these depths of Satan as
they speal,” St Joha has.told us.  Apoc. ii. 24.

( o be Continued ) N

LETTER FROM D. OLIPHANT.

Dear Brorner Earon—For some time past, my spirit has been
shrred within me 1o forward you an epistle ; but no deubt you are aware,
if not from experience, from observation, thatinany vbstacles frequemly
come between a man's inclination and his pen.  Were it not, however,
for the unfriendly postal charges, and the crooked course that letters
from these parts take in order to reach New Brunswick, it is more than
possible that my letters to you would be multiplied by the rule of two
for one.  But our post office and post laws are as righteous perhaps as

most other offices and laws; and therefore in this department we have
I

no particular or espectal cause of complaint.

You perceive | have left Picton. | am, as far as human knowledge
decides, permanently Jocated in Oshawa. My removal has net been, on
my part, a source of regret. I breathe very freely in this lucaluy.
From all that has been experienced since my arrival, 1 anticipate be-
«coming much attached to the place, the neighbors, and the hrethren.

Through the mfluence of some active advocates and warm friends of
the ** Witness” arrangements have been made, by which, in all proba-
bility, 1t will not for some time be afflicted with the consumpuon. A
press s now under my control. There is the prospect al present of
having a good supply of work in order to keep it busy. The ¢ Wit
ness™ 1s only a part of its work.

1 sce that you are about enlarging the ¢ Christian.” I wishing yon
success would be any avail in helping you forward with your plans and
purposes, you will picase give me credit for a pumber of my best wishes.
But I will do more. A plan has been submitted and approved, i re-
ference to the * Christian” and ¢ Witness,” by which both may be
somewhat assisted, provided it meets your approval. Itis, in brief, that
you ob‘ain al. the subscribers you may be able to obtain for our puper
1 Oshawa, and all the avails be your’s; and for me to procure for you
ail the subscribers possible, retaining the subscription for the copies |
send to New Brunswick, and forwarding the bulance, if any.  It1s how-
cver agreed thatif yon should obtain a Hundred subscribers to the
** W tiness,” vou may be'snre of an equal number fur the * Christan.”

What think you of the proparition > Several objects will be secured,
if the arrangement be entered into with spirit; fur it willnot only be the
1xeans of circulating both pertodicals more widely, but engender a feeling
of friendly intercourse and mutual brotherly acquaintance between the
brethren in the two localities.  On this subject, however, enough,1n the
menntune. is said. 1t is only hinted or suggested ; and it is for you o
accept or reject. Should you think favorably of the su: gestion, and
proceed to act upon ir, please write me fortliwith, giving as many »nmes
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as ynu conveniently can, and 1 will forward the names for the * Chris.
tian" upon the cover of the * Witness ;™ where you miay look in futwme
for all notices of intentions, arrangements, and the like, relative 1o the
matter.

Accept of assurances of continued friendly and brotherly regard.
Oshawa, C. W., December 29th, 1847. D. OLIPHANT.
REPLY.

My pear BroTrER OLipuanT—Your proposition fully meets my views
of propriety. It gives me great pleasure to aid in the circulation of any
anl all the periodicals devuted tu the dissemination of the Ancient Gospel.
I never have cherished the most remotely a spirit of rivalry 1 the circu-
lation of my publication: it always gives me joy and fresh courage
the work, when 1 hear that our publications mie extending the arena of
their efforts.  The ¢ Witness of ‘Truth,” and ¢ The Christian,” being
the only works in British America exclusively devoted (o the restoration
of the ancient order of things, I hope they may always be zeulous and
hearty co-operants in the field.

1 wish I could give you encouragenient for an extensive circalation in
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Islund.  For several
years past the crops huve failed ; and now tlie tunber and shipbuilding
mterests are at the lowest ebb. The agriculiurists of Canada and the
United States are draining our last penny for bread. We are here so
mach 1n the habitof talking about and trasting to * home,” that we rise
and fall (pecuniarily) as they do in Britain.  Hence, when good times
cume again, we hope to be able to reciprocate the favors notonly proffered
hut shown by our dear brethren in Canada.  In the meantime, however,
I will do whatl can to estend the circulation of your publication, be-
lieving it to be what its name purports, a Witness o Zruth,

. 1congratulate you on the control of a press. May its use be conti-
' nued unul ignorance and priestcraft find their level, and ancient chris-
tanity is in the ascendant.

Most affectionately 3 our fellow laborer in the kingdom of Jesus Christ,

W, W. Earox.

N B. Tothe Readers of The Christian.—The Witness is a monthly
like The Christian, containing twenty four pages of deeply interesting
matter to the lovers of truth, at oue dullar per annum. Brethren and
friende send on your orders : it will give us pleasure to respond to them.

Ositwary.—Our dearly beloved and long-tried friend and Brother
Arcuiarp Hexey, of Deer Island, New Brunswick, hias clused hiseyes
upon all mortul things. He was about 62 years of age, and for about
forty of them he had been seeking and practisiag the truth, as far as he
had tecome acquainted wuh it. e always maunifested and doubtless
felt a deep interest in every thing connecled with the Redeemer’s king-
dom. Through his influence and aid we were first induced, as a pro-
claimer of the Gospel, to visit Saint Jobn : at kis expense we came here,
and made our first efforts. He always took u lively interest in the church
in this city. We were always delighted tosee lum, and when he left us
1o return to his hore® it was with his spirit refreshed. Keeping cou-
stantly in view the uncertainty of life, often when taking his leave of us
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has he cxpressed hinscll as though it were his lust farewell.  He was
with uswome (iine a fuw weeks previous ty his last sickness.  His parung,
words to us, 45 a cougregutivnof the Lord, weie of doubt whether he
should ever ugain mcet wih us arvund the table of the Lord ; but ea-
pressed witl huable conlidence that we shiould nieet in o betier land
where parting shall be unhnown., Little did we tlunk, liowever, that we
shuuld see b face ro more on earth ! But he has gone to his reward——
gone where the wiched cease to trouble, nud where the weary are at rest.
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord. w. W. B

Some inteirsting remarks fiom an old authur, sent by Sister B., were
travseribed i such a misuner that we could not diseruninate between the
author and the comments iuterspersed.  We commenced copyiug for
''he Christian, but had to give it up.

* Lhsmyo Malto™ has come to hand : his queries shall not be forgotten.

Tie ot Master of Milton, Nova Scotia, sent a package of tuenty
numbers to the dead letter office!  How ean this be accounted fur? He
has been inthe praciice of delivering a similar pachage io Brethren Gar-
raty and Morton fur more than a year.  Why send it to the dead letter
office in Hulifux, and thus sulject us to the postage of a letter from our
agent there, and theu the loss or double postage on twenty Luinbers more
to supply subscribers > Our gentlemanly post master has assured us that
the incumbent at Miliun will have them sent again from Halifox for deli-
very, and be betier instructed in the post office law.

Lelters reccive? since our last issue.—J.J. Uhlman, Wm.M'Donxld,
J. B. Barnahy (3), J. Burgin, D. Oiiphant, E. Barnes, Alex. Hall, C. A.
Caroland, D. O.Gaskill, Postmaster, West Liberty, Va., George Garraty,
R. Morton, Charles Sievenson, Lot Church, Ex-Consul Buclinnan, W..
Hughes, W. ilarvey, D. Kellum,

(7= Buta siug'e copy of this numnber will be sent to agents from v hon®
we have Leard nothing.,  We neither wish to hurthen them with postage,)
nor impose the work upon them. We sent as many of the first number"
as we supposed they cunld dispose of ; but our agents may get as many'
subscribers as they please. We hope they will report themselves as
early as possible, that we may determine how large an edition to print.
It must not be waderstood that we are either begging, or complaining of
a want of patronage, wlienwe assure our friends that it will require ther
ntmost eforts to sustain The Cliristian at its present size and terms.

Tie Musician and General Intelligencer. Such s the title of a larga!
netivo, of 16 pages, double columns, devoted to the dissemination ofy
grneral ntelligence in the delightful science of Sacred Music. The
work is issued monthlv.al the low price of Half a Dollar a year. Wg
have before us the first and second numbers of the second volume. The-
«ditor offers to furnish the fiest volume for half that sum ; which ¢ cop-
tains a great varicty of excellent articles on the theory of music, and a
number of fine pieces of music.” Address A. 1. Fillmore, Cincinnaty,
Qhio.  We shall be exiremely happy to order the wark forany of oup
readers. . W. B,



