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| ~ HISTORICAL LIST OF
HMaratime 8. 8. Lonvention.

L 8t John, N. B., September 7th, 1871, Lieut. Gov. L. A. Wil-
mot, D, C. L., Fredericton, N. B., President.

2. New Glasgow, N. 8., July 19th, 1872, J. 8. McLean, Esq.,
Halifax, X 8., President. g

3. Charlottetown, P. E. L, August 14th, 1873; W. B. McNutt,
Esq., Halifax, N. 8., President.

4. Yarmouth, N. 8., August 20th, 1874; W. D, Stewart, Esq.,
Charlottetown, P. E. 1., President.

6. 8t. John, N. B., September 16th, 1875; E. D. King, Esq.,
Halifax: N. 8, i’residex}t. e v

6. Summerside, P, E. L, September 7th, 1876 ; J. R. Calhoun,
Lsq., Summerside, P. E. L, President,

List of Delegates.
The Committee on credentials have to report the following : —
BIBLE OHRISTIANS.

Rev. J, H. Collins, Murray Harbor, P. E, L; Rev. E. A.
Tonkin, Summenrside, P. E. I.; James Kinley, Let 8, P. E. L.; J.
W. Clark, Summerlidq, P.’E. L,

BAPTISTS,

Rev. J. A. Gordon, Alberton, P, E. L; Rev. J, Murra , Sum-
merside, P. E. L; Rev. A. Chipman, Bedeque, P, E. L; John R.
Calhoun, Summerside, P, E. L; H. Z. Chipman, Halifax, N. 8.;
E. D. King, Halifax, N, 8.; John B y Lryom, P. E. L; Samuel
Bimpson, Lot 16, P. E. L; W. J. y Wolfville, N. 8.; L.
Layton, Great Village ; James E. Masters, St. John, N, B.; C.
Whitmore, 8t. Joan, N. B.

C
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METHODISTS.

Hon. Judge Young, Charlottetown, P. E. L; Rev. C. W.
Hamilton, Summerside, P. E. L; Rev. Mr. Lathern, Charlottetown,
P. E. L.; Charles Full, do., Wm. Heard, do., W. W. Stumbles, do.,
George Vasey, Little York, P.. E. L} Rev. Mr. Clark, Margate, P.
E. L: Rev. Jos. Sellers, Bedeque, P. E. L.; Robt. A. Haggerty,
Sussex Corner, N, B.; Josepl R. Ib%gers, Yarmouth, N. 8.;J. A.
Colpits, Pleasant Vale, N. B3 G.- W. Clark, Mon* rose, PEL;
G. M. Leard, Alberton, P. E. I.; Robt. Harvies, Halitax, N. 8.;
John Eckersley, do., H. R. Narraway, Pictou, N. 8.; Chas. Mc-
Neill, Summerside, P. BE. L; Major Shakeston, Halifax, N. S.;
Thomds Allen, Yarmouth, N £.;°H. B. Smith, St. John, N. B.;
W. D. Baskin, Carlton; N. B.; W. Creighton, King's Co,, N. B

PRESBYTERTANS.

Rev. Robt. 8. Patterson, Bedeque, P. E. I; Rev. R. Laird,
Malpeque, P. E. 1; J. McLeod, Charlottetown, P. E. I; Rev. T.
Duncan, do.; Alex: Camptell, Strathalbyn, P. E. L Rev. Mr.
Archibald, Tryon, P. E. Lj Rev. N. McKay, Summerside, P. E. L;
Rev. H. Crawford, Lot 14, P. E. L; Rev. C. Kraser, Lot 8, P. E.
1.; W. R. Frame, Mount Stewart, P. E. 1.:J. D. Irving, Shediac,
N. B.; Rev. W. H. Herdman, Pietou, N. 8.; Daniel Stewart,
gummerside, P. E. L.; James Muirhead, do:; Thoms - Brehaut, do.;
John Clay, do.; John Scott, Charlottetown, 'P: E LyW. D
Stewart, do.; A. B. McKenzie, do.; Arch. Sinclair, Hamilton, P.
E. 1.; Robt. Cairns, Freetown, P. E. 1573 R McLeod, Strathal-
byn, P. E. L.: James Stavert, Bedeque, P. E. 1.; A. Anderson, Tyne

alley, P. E. L; Wm. MeIntosh, New Glasgow, N. 8.; John McPhee,
Pictou, N. 8., Wm. Montgomery, Halifax, N. §; Joha Millery
Picton, N. 8.; Geo. Redpath, Carriboo, N. 8.; A. Campbell, Col-
chester; "N.. 8.; ' W. G. Matheson, New Glasgow; N. 8.5 Isaac
Creighton, Richmond Grove, N. 8.; J. P McDonald, Truro, N.S.;
James Morrison, do.; A. D. Fraser, Queens Co., N. 8.; David
Chipman, Shediac, N. B.; J, Fraser, do.; James Potter, Halifax,
N.S§.; Mrs. D. Fraser, Truro, N.§.; John Wright, Steiwack, N. 8.;
Alex. Mathews, Alberton, P. E. 1.; Lemuel Miller, do.; James
Brehsut, Lot 17, P. E. L; Donald Campbell, Lot 16, P. E. L;
B. Ramsay, Lot 14, P. E. 1; A. McKie, New London, P B L
John McKenzie, Strathalbyn, P. E. L; Robt. McLean, Lot. 16, P.
E. L; B. Archibald, Oolchester, N. §.; D. Kent, do., A Malcom,
St. John, N. B.; D. Marshall, New Glasgow, N. 8.; Isaac 'McCurdg,
Onslow, N. 8.; Robt. Barnshill, do.; John Grierson, Halifax, N. 8.

b

——

F. W. He
Frederick
James Tt

) Lemuel ]
Skinner, Rive
MEME

E. D. Ki
town, P. E. I
W. Stumbles,

President

Vice Pres
Brehaut, Esq.
N. B.

Secretarie
Stumbles, Ch:

Treasurer




n, P.
ythal-

Phee,
fillery
, Col-
Isaac
N. S.;
Davi
alifax,
N. 8.;
James
E L;
R L
16, P.
[alcom,
'Cll!‘d )
, N 8.

JUPRRIRpRRSI——— g

o<

b
EPISCOPALIANS.

F. W. Hales, Charlottetown, P. E. 1.

CONGREGATIONAL.
Frederick L. Clements, Yarmonth, N. 8.;

BRUNSWICK MISSION CHURCHES.

James Thompson, Halifax, N. 8.

CENTENAL UNION.

Lemuel Northrup, J. H. White, King’s Co., N. B.; James
Skinner, River John, N. 8.

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1875 PRESENT.

E. D. King, Esq., Halifax, N. 8.; Judge 7Toung, Charlotte-
town, P. E. L; W. G. Matheson, Esq., New Glasgow, N. 8.; W.
W. Stumbles, Esq., CLarlottetown, P. E. L

Officers for 1876.
President—J. R. Calhoun, Esq., Summerside, P. E. L

Vice Presidents—J. W. Barrs, Wolfville, N. 8., Thomas

Brehaut, Esq., Summerside, P. E. 1.; R. A. Haggerty, St. John,
N. B.

Secretaries——W. D. Baskin, Esq., St. John, N. B.; W. W,
Stumbles, Charlottetown, P. E. . ; Daniel Stewart, 8'Side, P. E. 1.

Treasurer—R. McC. Stavert, Esq., Summerside, P. E. L
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SIXTH ANNUAL

SABBATH SCHOOL CONVENTION.

———y——

First Session,

The Sixth Annual 8. 8. Convention of the Maritime Provinces
was held in the Presbyterian Church, Summerside, P. E. L,
Thursday, Sopt. 7th, 1876,

After a short time spent in devotional exercises, the President,
E. D. King, Esq., took the chair and called the Convention to order
by singing the hymn ‘Nearer my God to Thee,” and prayer by
the Rev. M. Lathern. The President, before retiring from the
chair, delivered his valedictory address, in which he expressed
himself truly thankful to a kind Providence for the many mercies,
and the degree of success which had been vouchsafed to the many
Sabbath Schools throughout these Lower Provinces during the
year.

A Committee on Nominations was appointed, who had leave to
retire and nominate officers for the ens” 1g year.

\

In a short time they returned and reported, recommending the
following who were elected by acclamation :—

President—John R. Calhoun, Esq., Summerside, P. E. 1.

Vice Presidents—J. W. Barrs, Esq., Wolfville, N. 8.; Thomas
Brehaut, Esq., Summerside, P, E. L; R. A. Haggerty, Esq.

Secretaries—W. D. Baskin, 8t. John, N. B.; W. W, Stumbles,
Charlottetown, P. E. I.; Daniel Stewart, Summerside, P. E. L

Treasurer—R. McC. Stavert, Summerside, P. E. I.

In the absence of the President elect, Vice President Barrs
took the chair, and briefly addressed the Convention. Moved by
E. D. King, and seconded by Rev. N. McKay, ‘“That in order to
profitably occupy the time until the arrival of the President, dele-

A s, cn o PRt

o A Te——

FA e

gates be allow
of their respe
Bro. E. D. K
quite a numbe
he represente
the labors of t|
still greater re
one time ther
quite a numbe

Judge Yo
Street 8. 8., C
men with silve
assembled Sab]
Holy Word.
Bro. Chas. Ful
port an increas
two hundred ar

Rev. Mr. F
connected with
condition, He
gaining informa
taining the elde

The Presid
nominated the f
W. G. Strong, I
James Muirheas
Rev. N. McKay

The Devoti
prayer meeting }
o’clock, a. m., to
merside. Devot
place to be led b

The Busine
business of the C
and the subject ¢
to be opened by |
adresses on the g
slon to commence
and heart teachiy
Convention to cor

day—first half ho,



\

7inces
Ao R

dent,
order
or by
n the
essed
rcies,
MAI

y thi

ve to

g the

omas

bles,
L.

Barrs
d by
er to
dele-

.

DA e i

RS

7

gates be allowed to make verbal reports of the state and rogress
of their respective Sabbath Schools during thy year,” arried,
Bro. E. D. King, of Halifax, reported that d ing the past yeap
quite a number of conversions had taken place in the school which
he represented. This was directly owing to God’s blessing upon

gnrs of the officers and teachers, H% hoped for and expected
still greater results from thoir work during the coming year. At

Judge Young presented an encouraging report from Euston
Street S.geS., Chnglgttetown. He said that in lxx)iz class were old
men with silvered locks, sitting side by side with young men, who
assembled Sabbath after Sabbath to receive instruction from God’s
Holy Word. The interest in the class was steadily increasing,

Rev. Mr. Herdman, of Pictou, N, 8., said the Sabbath School,
connected with the church of which he is Pastor, was in a flourishi
condition. He had come to this Convention for the purpose l(l)?
gaining information, more particularly upon the best method of re.
taining the elder scholars in the School.

The President, J, R. Calhoun, Esq., having taken his seat
nominated the following Committees :—On Business—E, D, King,
W. G. Strong, David Marshall, F. L. Cloments, On Credentials—
James Muirhead, A. B, McKenzie, J, McCurdy, On Devotion—
Rev. N. McKay, John Grierson, Judge Young,

The Devotional Committee reported, recommending that a
prayer meeting be held in this Church to-morrow morning at seven
o’clock, a. m., to be conducted by Rev. 0, W. Hamilton, of Sum.
merside. Devotional exercises at nine o’clock, a, m., in the same
place to be led by Judge Young.

The Business Committes reported recommending that the
business of the Convention commence at 9.30 to-morrow morning,
and the subject “Ready to teach or the Normal Class” be discussed,
to be opened by Rev. Mr. Lathern, to be followed by five minute
adresses on the same subject. The business of the afternoon ses-
sion to commence at 2.30, subject for discussion, “Head teachin
and heart teaching, and their relative importance.” - Sessions o
Convention to sommence at 9 a. m., 2 p. m., and 7,30 P. m., each
day—first half hour to be spent in devotional exercises,




8

d by W. D. Stewart, seconded by Rev. N. McKay :—
Resollzlegv?‘Tth a quiestion box be placed at the door to receive ques-
tions from any member of the Convention upon Sabbath School
work.”

Convention then adjourned to meet at 7.30 in the evening,

Welcome Meeting.

ing of Welcome to the Delegates was held in the
samerl;};ﬁu'lzi}:a :ttt 7?30, p-m. Hon W, G. §trong f‘)’ccupled the chair.
The hymn, “All hail the power of Jesus’ name, _Was sung, & por-
tion of Scripture read and prayer offered, after which the Chairman
delivered an address on the objects of the Convention,

of welcome was sung by the congregation, followed
by arf hﬁ::;:ls from the President, J. R. Calhoun, Esq., welcoming
the delegates on behalf of the people of the town. Bespopfi‘ed }o
by W. D. Stewart, Esq., of Charlottetow,'n. The choir sang Onhy
an armour bearer,” and the Rev. C. W. Hawmilton addressed the
Convention on behalf of the Churches. _David Mars!wl}’, Esq., New
Glasgow, N. 8., responded. The ‘“Ninety and N‘me was sung,
followed’by an address of welcome on behalf orf the Sabbath School;
of Summerside, by Thomas Brehaut, Esq., W. D. Baskin, Esq., o
St. John, N. B., made an appropriate reply.

s the perishing,” was sung and the Hon. J udge Young,
welconli’ae; ctlllli Delggates oxgl’behalf of the Island. He was l“e‘%)()l'ld-
ed to by E. D. King, Esq., of Halifax, N. 8. - The anthem “Praise
God in His Holiness,” was sung, prayer offered and the large con-
gregation which crowded the church was dismissed.

Second Session,

Frivay Morning, Sept. 8th, 1877,
i i t a half hour
he Convention met in the same Church and spen
in TD:votional exercises, opened by singing a hymn, and prayer by
Rev. Mr. Duncan. Minutes of last session read and adopted.

The subject ‘“‘Ready to teach or the Normal Class,” was open
ed with the following address by the

REV. J. LATHREN :

; e Gl & adaimed
th some plausibility the objection has been urge .
Conv?r:tio:g whiI::h, for the promotion of various objects, _evax_lg;h(i
cal, philanthropic and educational, had beqome a distinguis he )
feature of the age, that they were noi suificiently practical—that
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they were founded only in sentiment—that with the exdeption of
the effervescence of feeling excited, an emotion necessarily super-
ticial and évamescent; nothing was accomplished. But even this
result, if there were nothing more—the deepening of sentiment,
the diffusion of warmth and fraternal glow; the strengthening of the
bonds of Christian unity, was a grand and glorious thing, and. s

ample compensution, perhaps, for all the expenditure of timé arid
means which they involved,

“Practical people,” says Dr, James Hamiltqn,_when, as an ad-
vocate pf the evangelical Alliance, he had to combat this objection,
¢ Practical people were apt to limit their regards to silver golg,

8u0-

stances of the chemists ; for all of those simplesubstances loayes weré
elaborated, beef and mutton were manufactured, and soverigns
coined. But thosg who looked a little deeper laid a great stress oh

chemist; and they were constatitly thinking of eledt¥icity and map-
fivtis and gravitation and the vital force;  But practiéal people
should fiot despise incotspicuotis agencies.  'Withitit them thers
would be fio staff of lifé; no cattls upont a thousand hills; aifg

éven the solid riches of golden coin wotild take to theniselves wingd
and fly away.”

And we coild noty in the domain of spritual things; oveiiesti.

mate the importance of genial love and sympathy-=the throbbings
and pulsatiens of deep, deep feeling : ‘

“Blest be the tie that binds

00 Our bearts in Christian love,” &ec. 3 _

In the chemistry of the moral world, the spiritual magnetisny .
thus evoked constituted one of the vital forces of the church ; and
the imiponderables were potent and inflehtial for 805d. .

He was not sure, however, ¢ st the charge of nof being mfhéi;
ently practical wis a valid one, aking this departmerit z;g&mdgy
School work, vhere has been probably in the last five years, more
of progresy; of appretoh 1o coiipléténess aniAd cbfn"&::m of ofgan-
izdtioh; Of Attetitpb to secuis fop Sunddy 8chdel hérs thorough
dild effidiont sijtripment for thegr work, of solicitnde and faith ard
priyer brotight to beat; by the Clitireh, directly upon ‘this dev
partment of Christian work than, perlidps; dny fl'evidu! deeade;
or even &u:rtar of u century; could shot. Thiz had been largely
dué to thé vertilation of practical questions; and the interchange
of thought 6fi the part of experiénced workers &t thesd modern
@ouncils of the Churdgh,
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now challenging attention as a distinct department of effort. The
hn.cgl besn asked to introduce this subject of Normal
Class teaching, at this time, indicated an existing desire on the part
of teachers for greater efficiency, and it measured the
which was being made in earnest and enlightened effort.

fact that he

Until recently Normal Classes and Normal Institutes had not
been heard of in connection with Sunday School work. They were

progreas

Ten years ago the greatness of Sunday School work would have
been the central theme at such a Convention as this, especially

when viewed in contrast with its insignificant beginnings.

ut we

were no longer satisfied to expend the time in gratulation on the
%audeur and greatness of the work in which we were engaged.
e preferred now to give prominence to the discussion of methods

by which efficiency and success might be promoted.

Thé object of a Normal Class was not to supersede the usual

teacher’s meeting.
ticular lesson. It was to conduct the class

of study as should constitute valuable mental drill and discipline ;
conduce to improved methods of studying the Word of Gog

It was not intended as a

preparation for a par-

through such a course

, and

to greater aptitude and power in the work of communicating in-

struction.

For the establishment of an effective Normal Class there were

some prelimimary requisites :

1. Names should be enrolled with the distinct understanding
and pledge that attendance be punctual, the study of the subject
thorough, and the acceptance of special work prompt and consci-

entious,

2. A suitable room for meeting was to be regarded as an in-

dis
b

3. A competent teacher.

cation and enthusiasm. The subject, with its

bearings, had to be studied until the mind
lesson; and there should be in measure the
sustaining a general interest.

?0

ispensable part of the arrangement ; central, comfortable, well
“ﬁé:d’ and, if possible, amply furnished with maps,
kboard.

diagrams and

The teacher would need both appli-
surroundi and
t saturated with the
aculty of rousing and

Possibii.l.xne could not better indicate the actual work of a Nor-

mal Class,
in the Hall +f the

by giving some account of the class held last winter
ifax Y. M. C. Association. The class was

attended oy officers and teachers of the Halifax and Dartmouth

ot e o e A
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Bunday Schools. The comprehensive curriculum of Dr. Vineent
was adopted. The course comprised three levies of nights—the first
ten, the second numbering the same as the first, and the third fif-
teen—twenty-five in all. The first levies, constituting the prepar-
atory course, of ten consecutive evenings, was conducted, with his
accustomed thoroughness and vigor, by Rev. G. M. Grant, The
successive nights were occupied with the following subjects :

1. The family, the pulpit, the social meeting of the Church,
and their relation to the Sunday School.

2. The organization and management of the Sunday School.

3. Duties of Sunday 8chool teachers to the Church, the officers

of the school, the parents of the children and the scholars out of
school.

4. How to win and retain the attention of our scholars,
5. Countries and nations mentioned in the Bible.

6. Outlines of Bible History and Chronology.

7. Manners and customs of Bible lands.

The second series of subjects extending over ten nights, which
by special request of the Committee, had been placed under his
own charge, and of which he could, therefore, speak more fully,
constituted the course for the junior class.

The following subjects were taken up on the several succes-
sive evenings :—

L. The Sacred Cause and the classification of books in the
authorized version.

2. Bible Interpretation, the science which taught us to discover
the true meaning of the sacred text we had to consider.

First, Helps to In retation ; right aim and spirits; general
knowledge of the obje:te-? construction and contents of the Bible;
lknowlo;lge of the lnnm}x:geokin 5hich ﬂ;el?ill):e is written ‘,’ know-
odgeonmdgoogmpy; nowledge of Bi H.uwry and of an-
cient manners and customs; kn
Bible ; knowledge of Church History.

Second, Rules of In retation; primaril to accept the most
plain and obvious momiz;h;pof thepungo; when difficulties occur
to study particular of Scripture, to ascertain the writer’s
aim and outline of ought by sentences, paragraphs, chapters, and
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eéven, if necessary, whole hooks ; to compare one Scripture with ari-
- other; to eongider the peculiarities and circumstances of a writer ;

of several possible interpretations to accept the one most in has-

wony with the general sense of Scripture; to. consider earefull

the long accepted opinions of the Church Universal, and the we
established degisions of Modern Science, (

3. The Types and Symbols of the Bible, considered especially
with reference to three statements :

First. We found in the Bible, as in all literature, things in-
visible represented by things visible; things divine by things hu-
man ; things difficult and obscure by things simple ahd familiar ;

qualities of character by qualities of inanimate or unintelligible
nature.

Seaond. The element of comparison in Literature was known
under the general name of Jiguratwe language, and it assumed reat
variety of forms,—simile, metaphor, allegory, parable, symbol and
type—which with their nature and laws, needed to be understood
in order to avoid grave and dangerous errors in interpretation,

Third. The whole subject of figurative language, especially as

it relates to the study of the poetry and prophecy of the Bible, de-
served careful reading and vesearch. |

4. The difficulties of Scripture, and how to treat them : difficul-
ties arising from certain natural peculiarities of the student; from
the prejudices of education ; from our sinful tendencies, reproved
by the high moral standard of the Bible; from dull, mental and
spiritual perceptions; from our limited capacifies and the yast-
ness of the subjects treated of in the Bible ; from the faet that the

“Bible made b\it' & partigl revelation ; from diverse accounts in
the Bible, Jf the same events, by different writers ; from the strong
Oriental imagery in which mauy Bible truths were recorded; from our
eompazative ignoranoe of ancient theories, l‘ﬁhglﬁlfﬂ Bystems, yss
and manners of sogial life, to which frequent allusion is made n
the Bible; from the supernatural, the miraculous ﬁ&mm ta of "u;e
Bible; from gorruptions in ancient mARusCripts, | in »
tion and interpretation ; from the want of perfect ¥ between
the various and ever var ing teachings of Natural Science and the
apparent taghings pf thé Bible. i » .
"B The Noturgl History of the Bible, with apeci;l refexenge to

asironomy, meteorology, mineralogy, betany and zo0logy.
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vt e Geagraghy of the Bible: the earliest Geographical v
cords ; the most ancient inhabitants of &’aestinp 2 t};e ancient Cg.ngf
anites; the tribal divigions of Iampl; the river ordan, sources,
lakes, distances, depressions, &c ;

.. 1. The Geography of the Bible: the principal mountains,
seas, rivers, valleys and deserts of Bible Lands ;"¢ d the Geogra-
phic lines of Paléstine, '

8. Topic Teaching. How to win and how to hold attention,
An interesting discussion took Place, on the gighth evening, on the
several methods which might most advantageously be employed ; the
Elliptical, the Analytical and the Illustrative.

The drill was thorough, and will cprivey some idea of the gen-
eral teaching.

The Analytical Plan, to be exhaustive, shoyld coraprise four
elements :

First, the verbal words and phrases—their ordinary use, and
their specific Bible neaning,

Second. The historic element ; persons, plices, dates, actions
and expressions—connected with other events of "Bible “history,
earlier ur later—peculiarities of mannerg and customs.

Third, The doctringl element, in relation to God, te man, to
Redemption. :

Fourth, the pragtical element : concernis the Divine and Hu-
man-—the first and sacond table of the qumg Piring

In regard to the Tllustrative mode of teaching, to which, of all
possible methods, following the example of the Great Teacher, the
decided perference was giyen, it was urged t Ilngtrations ghould
be, as far as possible, within the Fa egbinwledse- %‘. they
-houldbee‘mremdmmplnmdmte le lang

Lintelhgible siage—that thore
should he adaptation to the subjects, % i resemb
that woyld at oxf:te strike the znigl —that they skould nm'

, narratives,
t;countithat l:it was always to be remembered, in word plmhg,
ohe pupil conld sequire no more defini ite and yiyid view of the
losscn thai the mchpr mplf possessed &hit“g m“i%l%
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trations ought not to be employed—that the best illustrations
were those which came spontaneously to the teacher who en-
deavoring to make clear to the class that which was already clear
to his own mind.

9. The utility and method of Questioning : “‘the act or process
of incomplete Statement of a fact or proposition by which the mind
was incited and directed to the examination of a subject, in
order to complete the statement of the fact or proposition sugges-
ted .” It was designed to measure the pupil’s mental capacity and
information ; to astimulate the pupils’ thirst for information to
assist the pupils in the laborious process of intellectual inquiry,
and to prove the teacher’s work.

In questioning we had to tell but little, that there might be
more room for telling in the answers, to talk but little between the
queations, that there might be more time for asking questions, to
tax memory, judgment, invention and conscience, to avoid friv-
olous, useless, and unanswerable questions ; to avoid obscurity in
the style of questions; to guard against monotony of voice and
manner, to be careful not to indulge in ridicule, sarcasm and un-
comfortable criticisms in asking questions,

10. The week day work of the Sunday School Teacher: He
should know the world in which his pupils lived—the social, re-
ligious, Bible, business, literary world. He ought to become ac-
quainted with its range of thought, vocabulary, charms, perils,
and personal influences. He ought to elevate and improve the
worlﬁn which his pupils lived—by bringing to'it a better social in-
fluence, a wholesome, religious literature, bringing the pupils to
Church—to his own house—to the Saviour.

He had in this outline mainly summarized the course of Dr.
Vincent. It was impossible within the limits of a single paper to
show the manner in the of their treatment. As far as pract-
icable, he had complied with the request of the committee.

There had been text books appointed for the course. Pa rson
the various subjects had been read and discussed, and some oﬁhue
had been really valuable productions—exhaustive in treatment and
careful in composition. One of these essays by Mr. Grierson,

richly suggestive, he would be glad to have reproduced at the Con-
vention.

The last series, of a more doctrinal nature, constituting the
senior class, would be the work of next winter. .

e . T
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It had been proposed at the close of the complete course, to

hold an examination by which results would be tested,

The meeting was thrown open for discussion of the subject, five
minutes being allowed each speaker. Bros. J. W. Barrs, W. Mont-
omery, W. Carruthers, Rev. T. Duncan, E. D. King, Judge
oung, Rev. E. A. Tonkin, Rev. R. Laird, Rev, H. Crawford and
Bro. MeQuinn, took part in the discussion. The credential com-
mittee was called upon to report, but owing to the fact that all

sible for the committee to give a full report. A short discussion
took place upon the incomplete state of the statistics which resulted
in the appointment of the statistical committee consisting of Bros,
W. G. Matheson, R. A. Haggerty and Hon, Jas. Muirhead.

The business committee reported the work for the afternoon
session, and the session was closed with singing and prayer.

Third Session,

Frivay, September 8th, 1876,

Convention met at half past two ; half hour devotional exercises :

3 o'clock, President in the chair. Minutes of last session read and
adopted.

The Rev. Robt. Laird having been appointed to prepare a reso-
lution embodying thé main ideas suggested by the discussion opened
by Rev. Mr. Lathern on the subject “Ready to teach or the Nor-
mal Class,” submitted the following, which was adopted :

That the establishment of normal classes, consposed of Sabbath
School Teacher:L and prospective teachers, is of great and growilg
imgortance to the efficiency and increased interest and success
Sabbath Schools, adopted as th%v are both to increase the knowledge

of teachers and to stimulate an encourage them in their labors,

That while instruction on the various subjects required to be
discussed by teachers, and those collateral to them, should be clearly
and systematically imparted at these classes b competent teachers,

t prominence should also be given to question, ‘“How to

h?” along with the frequent conducting of a class, which also
might profitably be turned into an ex{)erlmental class for practice by
the pupil teachers uLder the supervision of the Teacher.

Therefore Resolved, that this Convention endeavor to reduce these
principles to practice, by the effort to establish such classes where
Practicable by pastors or other ualified ‘persons, or to attempt by

tgu teachers be better equipped for

other suitable means to secure
their important work.
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Thé following delégates reported from their respective schools :
Mr. R. N. Narraway, of the Methodist 8. 8. ; Pietou; N. 8., and alsé
& written repori from the Prince Street Presbyterian Sabbath
School of the same place,

Rev. J. A. Gordon; of the Baptist §. 8. Cotivention P, E L

G. W, Matheson, Esq., of the Teachers Association, New Glas-
gow; N. 8. ; Dayid Marshall, Esq.; of the same town,

The stibject for discusiion, *“ Head ahd hedit tedching and their
rélative importance,” was then openéd by

REV. R. 8. PATTERSON, P. E. I. :

Teaching id the impartig of knowledge, and knowledge is of
two kind, secular and religious. The first is that which is communi-
cated ip our common schools and colleges, such as reading, writing,
arithmetic, Grammar and other branches of learning too num-
erous to mention ; the last that which velates to God, to Christ, to
our own character, the plan of salvation and the way of duty. It

"is t0 this last that our subject fefers. It is this knowledge that
the Sabbath School teacher is especially to impart.

Now thers are two kinds of teaching heré mentivtied, head teach:
ing and heart teaching. First— Head teaching. This condists in
'n.gorming the understanding, the imparting of speculative knowl-
dédge; This is necessary in its own place. It is indispensably re-
quisite.. We' cannot be saved without a certain amount of it, - It
must, ther.eforei, be, imparted by the teacher, The scholar must

made acquainted with the ‘g’reat fundamental articles of re-

gion, 13\6 ature and perfections of God, the rictet, perso
and office dfn(?' 16t his own lost ooudition b natire, the way ox;
recdovery by Jesus Chrst, pardon t rough Iﬁn Blood, acceptance
through His dbedience, regeneration and sanctifioation by His
Spirit) and eternal life throufh His merita. That the teacher may
be fitted t6 this knowledge he must possess it himseif, And
how is le to obtain it ?  What is the souree from which it must
8ui6l Tq'this 8 alswer ot the Bible, Tt contaims the words

etﬁmx' 1Al life, Tt makes kilown thit Wohdétous scheme of o
fhic‘ ‘ Godlflu devised; ‘éwgabbath School teacher, theret%'r?;
most carefully study his Bible, must examine its inal refer-
oiiges, Have bis_ doy a_araw&ﬁea;dg Him, conpars '-qch‘[;'sﬁfa:wi
scripture; as it is its own best, interpretor. o,ma{ make 13 o
ies; only giving his assent to. nothing in them but what
accords with scripture. In addition to all this he must seék by
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prayer the. influence, of the spirit_to open his understanding to
undevstand the scriptures. He will best understand the Bible who
tistudies; it o his knees.

. Ll 18 necessary that the Sabbath School Teacher should study
each lpsson before going to his class, not depending upon his gen-
eral knowledee or his faculty of expression, without special prepar-
ation. . It is said of the celebrated Dr. Chalmers that when he had
a class of Moral Philosophy in 8t. Andrews College, he had also
a cluss of poor children on the Sabbath, and for them he also made
special preparation, as well as for his class in Moral Philosophy.
The teacher also must see that the children comprehend the lesson.
For,this purpos. he must make use of the catechetical form of instruc-
tion. ..in this way their faculties will be best called into exercise,
Somue teachers may have a greater natural fitness for imparting in-

» - Biruction than. others, but it is wonderful how much persever‘ing

efforis will accowplish,

*We dotra now to the second thing, heart teaching. « This does
not condist mevely in imparting of Speculative knowledge of divine
things, in informing the understanding. © This indeed i supposed,
but is not all, ! Heart teaching is that -which. produces a.change of

disposition, o rengvation of the soul, This of  course is the work
of God." Tt belones to him to impart it. - No man can do this.;, No
matter wht his talents inay be, no matter .what his learning Jay
be, o mitter ‘what hig eloquence may be, he, cannot, im this
heart tonching. It is written in the prophets concerning ¢ that
have it they shall be taught of God, ithout this heart teaching
none will eome ‘to ‘Clirist. '“No man ¢an come unto me,” says
Christ, ‘“‘except the Father who hath sent me draw him.” , Bug, all
those who have this teaching come to Christ. f{Every man. that

hath learned and heard of the Father cometh uunto me,” says the
Saviour,

How very impertant, then, this heart teaching ! How far
superion g any sere head. teaching. We, may profess an accutate
knowledge of the doctrines of the gospel, wo may be able gpgyy u;

o
]

o’

others; but if our knqwl be only spec ive, if ft_'“ ueénce not

-----

t21the heart nov/veform the life, it will nof ayail for salvation, - | will
b qnlys add to' oun, condempation. .“l’gt_ im that, },hgwetﬁ do
wivgoaddnd doeth it not, t9 Jhim it is gin.” “’Thg,gqrvﬁff who Khew
iu - his lordls will jand. did ik not, was heaten ynjh
2 if ya.know these things, happy are ye if do til m.”

maty ssipod™ g




18

Heart teaching is from God, but then there are means to be used
that we may be successful in obtaining it. It is God only that can
make the grain of the farmer to grow. But he does not, on this
account set.down in indolence and say, ‘it is God only that can

ive me a crop and therefore it is no use for me to do anything.”

n.the other hand he carefully cultivates the soil. * He plows and
harrows it, he deposits the seed in the earth, carefully covers it,
and then looks to God for the blessing. So the Sabbath School
teacher is to do, ~He is in the first place to use the means; and
what are some of these means? One of these is great earnestness.
It has been asked, ‘‘what are the elements of Mr. Moody’s power,
He is not a man of much education or culture, he is abrupt and
blunt in his language, his speech bristles with Americanism, his
voice is sharp, colloquial and rapid, he makes no pretentions to fin-
ished or elaborate composition, but he isin downright earnest. He
believes what he says, he says it as if he believed it, and he expects
his audience to believe it. So the Sabbath School teacher if he
would be successful must be deeply in earnest. The children can

‘easily discern whether he is 80 or not, and it is astonishing what

effect earnestness will have upon them. And can Sabbath School
teachers fail to be in earnest when they think of the worth of a soul
and the awful catastrophe of a lost soul. ‘““What would be the
funeral obsequies,” says the eloquent Robt. Hall, ‘‘of a lost soul,
if we may be allowed to indulge the thought. - Where could we find
tears fit to be wept ‘at such a spectacle, or could we realize the cal-
amity in all its extent, what tokens of commiseration and concern
would be deemed adequate to the occasion? Would it suffice the
sun should veil his light or the moon her brightness, to cover the
ocean with mourning and the heavens with sackcloth? Counld
the whole fabric of nature become vocal and animated, could it
utter a groan too deep or cries too piercing to express the magni-
tude and extent of such a catastrophe.” If such, then, be the
value of the soul can Sabbath School teachers be too earnest in
pleading with their scholars' to come to Christ. We give here an
instance, of earnestnéss. It took place at the free breakfast for the
abject poor. A young lady saw a young man Easqing herup anddown
the side of the tent his face indicating that he was anxious and un-
easy. She went up to him and asked him if he was a Christian?
‘““No, but I am going to be,” he answered hurriedly, *‘but not just
now, I am not just ready.” ‘‘But now,” said she, ‘““is the accepted
time and you may be called into eternity any moment.” O ! but I' will
be a christian, yes I will, but I am not just ready, I will think about

it, I will think about it. The lady again said, the first thing he |
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wasto do was to receive Christ. Just at that moment one who
had heard the conversation stepped up and told the man of a
woman who had been at the tent on Sabbath morning, and left
the tent intending to return at noon, but drop, down dead on
her way home. e man was much impressed by the incident,
and the lady again urged him to receive Christ at once. In his
hurried way he said, ““I must work, I must do something, do not
tell me that I can be saved without doing anything.” A€ he was
saying this a little boy. 11 years of age, who had been seeking out a
passage in his Bible, touching the lady and holding out the Bible,
said : “‘Please read that to him.” Tt was Romans 4xB, ¢ “To him
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counte . for righteousness.” The lady read it, and the man
listened most attentively, and after a little exclaimed: “If is a
fact, God says it.” ““T'o him that worketh not.” The word entered
his soul, and after some conversation, he grasped the lady’s hand
and said : “I never saw anybody so earnest as you. I will thank
you all the days of my life.”

Another thing necessary in the Sabbath School teacher is that
he should rely entirly upon the blessing of God for success. This is
another element of Mr. Moody’s power, He seems to rely abso-
lutely for effect upon the Divine power. “Of course,” says the
writer, ‘“‘every true preacher does this, but with very different
degrees of conscious expectation and trust. = Mr. Moody goes to
the meeting fully expecting the Divine presence, because he has
asked it. ﬁe speaks with the boldness, fearlessness and directness
of one who delivers a message from the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. He takes pains to have his own heart in the spirit of his
message.” So the Sabbdth School teacher must have his entire
reliance upon Divine power for success.

Another thing of the utmost importance is personal dealing
with the scholars, ~Often when teachers had long failed to effect
the conversion of the scholars, although very earnestly ‘address-
ing them in the class, by personal dealing xe have succeeded.
A teacher had a class of five young ladies. None of them were
gonverted.d He was dnt:lwd?d on HS account. lHe was ad(;riud

y a friend to try person aling. He accordin, uested one
of them to rent:zn after the others. He ea.mes%ly ;qh'eated her
to come to Christ. She did so. He pursued a similiar ‘course

with all the others with similiar success, and all became earnest
workers for Christ,

The last thing which we shall mention is that teachers must




the clhjlll"' but ‘at their own honies;'and it ‘'would‘ be ‘well to pray:
for each scholar'individudlly ‘in’ thefy private dwelling. It is: thev
blessii of thé'Lobd’ alone’ that can give stéceds) God gives thei.
Holy’ gpﬁ‘if'td thém that ask him. ‘

This address was. followed by an animated digcussion partici.”
g‘t:d in by Rév'da'N. McKay, R. Laird, W, Archibald, H. J.

ke, Jos. Sellar, J, H. Collins; H. Crawford, J. Murray, Mr.
Herdmian and Messrs. W. Mon omery, J. Griersony J, Thompson,
W. W. Stumbles; E. D, King, Jas. Stavert.

; Reports'froms 8. Schodls were next received from A. Matiews,
of Albérton, P. E, L, A: B, McKenzie, of Zioxi Church; Charlotte~
wn, Rey. Mr. Sellar, of Bedeque, P. E. I., Wi, Melntosh, of’
ew Glasgow, N. 8. Convention ther adjourned: to' meet in the
eVenixign:'gf. 30.
Fourth Session,

The evening: seksioni opened at 7.30, same day and place, with
devotional exercises, led' By Mr. Carruthers.

wi At 8 o'clock the Presideint took the chair, * Mintes of lust
meeting redd and approved,

The sibjebt of discussion » “The Incorruptible Seed, and how to
50w it,” was opened: by the

REV. J. H. COLLINS :

. Beed is that substahee produced. by plants from which new
plants are generated. To-night I am calldd to speak of “Incorupfj;
1ble Beed,” by which we are to understand that is a substance which
can never decay. =We have read of grain taken from the hand of
&n, Egyptian nrummy ]')l?dt’é'ing graii, havihg rétdined the vital

thouisands of years; but in order that the seed might

fh was nece; ary, for that which i sown is hmuickoned '
 diey théi'qf'omt could not be incoﬂ!?)tibla , for the
rd il}cqqrixptili) 8 impossibility of decay. 'We must
d is the Intortaptible Yét the
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upon. to speak, and which we are co . ded,tosoy for
-of ,the . Lord. endurethh,'%fqi;aqut., . For a vcbngiq’q lﬁl‘)ﬂ‘{
of what the word, of God contains, the 13th chap. 1 or, affords :
beautiful example. The abiding graces, or the ever liviti “pritici-
plés—faith, hope, love, are the pith of the Gospel; the vi part of
everything Christian ; the incentives to duty, and the crowning joy
of privilege. ' ' ' '
Can we sow Faith! Yes, “For how can they believe in Him
of, whom they have_ not heard; and how can they hear 'withéut'ja‘
preacher! inowledge must be imparted before faith can tak lace, "
therefore, by telling the story of the Cross, we are giving the chitd*
ren something to believe, and actually sowing faith in the childheart.

Can we, sow Hope? Certainly, for the Gospel reveals man’s
immortality, unfolds the mysteries of eternal life, throws heaven
open to his gaze, angd tells of, glory and ever-increasing joy in the
presence of the Lamb. We get all the inspiration of hope from the

revealed word ; and it is our privilege and duty to teach that word
to the children, ' P

Can we sow Love? Most assuredly, for God’s word ells of
love ;o God aéag to our fellowxlnele ﬁyeukn.of God's love ° u‘a’l;
and declares t everything lovely. . of good report should
cherished by us, Lorvy:hia %he gbdﬁe] e itonglimd,' e Alpha and
Omega of Bible teaching. Loveis the on Y qualification for heaven ;
and ?e«ien itself is love. Without ‘love there could be neither
faith nor , #nd where love is faith and hope can never
For now Astoers Fai A '
love. I

co ; ‘ ,
the glory of God, and to our own exaltation and honor.

How shall we sow it? Let the husband leagon. -
iah in the 28th chap. 24th and 26th vwm%&. t%ém-

' day to sow ; doth he open and break the clods of the
Jround1”. Thig; an interrogati form of making a strong affirma-
tion, delg;il’)l;hn" I ) i

or lmoo& the
Is there any
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Thus the soil of the heart is prepared by teaching the child obedi-
ence, and by winning its affections; and now you may scatter in
the seeds of truth which cannot fail to take root and grow.

Then, let what is eown be sown in humility and dependence upon
God. Remember that “Paul may plant, and Apollos may water,
but God giveth the increase ; but also bear in mind that ‘“he which
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless re-
turn with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” While the
soul is humbled, because of our insufficiency, let faith be strong
because of the promises of God.

Sow also in full expectation of a crop, being assured by the
Lord himeelf, that His word shall not return unto him void ; but
it shall accomplish that which he pleaseth, and prosper in the
thing whereto he sent it. There is nothing more dishonoring to
God or more inimical to success, than telling the truth as if it were
false ; performing duty without expecting present results.

Then we should sow constantly, for the blessing of the Lord
resteth upon those who sow beside all waters; and let us persevere
in sowing for the command of the Master i, “in the morning sow
thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thy hand, for thou

knowest not which shall prosper, this or that, or whether they shall
be both alike, good.”

Spiritual plowman, sharpen thy ploughshare with the Spirit.
Spiritual sower, dip thy seed in the Spirit, so shall it germinate ;
and ask the spirit to give the grace and wisdom to scatter the seed
80 that it may fall in the right furrows. Amen.

The Rev. Mr. Clarke, Rev. Mr. Gordon, and Wm. Montgom-
ery, Esq., also addressed the Convention on the same subject.

A collection was taken up, after which the meeting closed with
singing and prayer,

Fifth Session,

SaTURDAY MoRNING, Sept. 9th, 1876.

The devotional exercises commenced at 9, a. m. The Presi-
dent took the chair at 10, and called the Convention to order.

Minutes of last session read and adopted. Verbal reports were
received from the Hon. W. G. Stron , of Summerside, P, E. L
Bro. McQuin, New Glasgow, N. 8., ﬁev. H. Crawford, Richmond
Bay, P. E. 1, Bros. Corning, of Yarmouth, N. 8., J. Pettie, of
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Halifax, N. 8., Jas. Thompson, of Halifax, F. L. Clements, Yar-
mouth, Robt. Barnshill, of Onslow, N. 8. » Robt. Vessy, Little
York, P, E. I., W. D. Baskin, St. John, N. B., and Miss King, of
Truro, N. 8., Bros Isaac Creighton, Richmond, Halifax, and Geo.
Laird, of Alberton, P. E. 1.

The Hon. Judge Young introduced Bro, Donham, of Portland,
Maine, who addressed the Convention at some length. On motion
it was resolved that 400 copies of the proceedings of this meeting
of the Convention be printed and held for sale by the Secretary at
ten cents per copy.

The Rev. Mr. Gordon reported from the Baptist Convention,
having twenty Schools and 1000 scholars under its direction. W,
W. Stumbles, from Prince Street, Charlottetown, Methodist 8. S.,
reported 624 scholars, 46 teachers and 7 officers.

Hon. Judge Young subbmitted a resolution summarizin the
speeches delivered by Rev. J. H. Collins, Rev. Mr. Clarke, %{ev.
Mr. Gordon and W, Montgomery, Esq., on the subject, “The
incorruptible seed, and how to sow it.”

Resolved, That after the able, eloquent and exhaustive addresses
of the Revs. Messrs. Collins, Clarke and Gordon, and of Wm. Mont-
gomery, Esquire, upon the followin topic :—‘“The incorruptible
Seed, and how to sow it,” it is self-evi ent, that the incorruptible or
imperishable Scad, is the “‘eternal word.”  The word of God, reveal-
ed to us in the Book of Books—the Blessed Bible given to Man,
through the inspiration of the Holy Ghost ; and that the best way
for thie Teacher to sow it, is first, thoroughly to understand it him.
self, by searching the scriptures, and by asking God to aid him, by
His spirit; and then secondly, to impart it to the taufght, prayerfully,
lovingly, kindly, patiently, quietly, onestg, faithfully and persever-
ingly,—ever rememberin, however, that a Paul may plant, an Apollos
water; but 'that it is God alone, who giveth the increase.

The Rev. C. W. Hamilton submitted the following on “Head
teaching and heart teaching :”

Whereas, 1t is the opinion of this Convention that Head-teach-
ing is of importance as bein only an instrumental means of reach-
ing the heart, and may, therefore, be secured without savingly
a.ﬂ‘ectin% the heart ; that, since to instruct the head the interest of
the scholars must be had, every apgropriate'meaqs should be use to
8ecure their interest ; and that while after every ‘possible mean:
within the scope of human wisdom to devise and huiman power t )
etgerﬁise has been used, the Holy Ghost alone can savingly  instrv .t

e heart :—

Therefore Resolved:—That it is of the utmost importanc.- that
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correct viéws of the fundarniental truths of the scrip

tures be clearly
. presented to thé scholar ; that the saving power o

those truths be

definitely experienced by the persons presenting them ; and that in

the presenting of them there be ai.:iwa‘ys earnestness, de
aid o

J)endence
upon the immediate presence and the spirit, individual deal.
ing and importunate prayer,

. The subject *“Qualification ''nd duties of Superintendents,”
was opened by

J. W. BARRS, E8Q., OF WOLFVILLE, N. s,

On commencing to discuss the above subject J. W, Barss, of
opinion, no one matter be-

fore this Convention was of more importance than this first on the
programme. ** A Sunday School may be filled with attentive scholars,
with suitable teachers; and have s good library, but if it lacks a
good and efficient Superintendent it will make but indifferent pro-
ess. It is often difficult to find the right man to fill this situation,
ere he asked to suggest a pérson, he would, say do not choose the
Pastor of a church; his duties are of a higher order, his time is oc-
cupied with other weighty matters, and if he undertake this duty
also, he usually attempts more than 'he can perform, . The S,
8chool work' is especially nece for the oceupation of the lay
mewmbers of the church, and ahoulg, as far as possible be left in their
hands. The Pastor is the true adviser of the Superinténdent and
can aid him much in his work ; when, in return, the Superintendent

can aid the Pastor by keeping him informed of the state and stand-

ing of the young under his charge, connected with the Church and
Congregation’; so' thus mutual aid is afforded which does not' exist
when the Pastor is himself the Superintendent.

He would'hot gelect an aged man to fill this situation, as agé is
too often void of activity, and sympathy for the young is greatly
blunted.” ' But ‘oné ‘that has continued in the office from youth to
old age should not be lightly removed, ‘but should: receive the es-
. There is objection, likewise, to the very

erd and scholars not felt as it should be. - A middle aged, married
man should be prefétred; not to old to be wedded to-obsolete ideas,
nor too young to' hastily adopt uiitried projects.” ‘A married tan,

usé a majority of his teachers will be young females, who would
on that adcount. more readily confide in him. He enquired, who
was to choose the Superintendent ! and sug ested not_the l‘fd;tor
of the Church as his duties did not espoci:ﬁ§ fit him to choose the
party most desirable from the members of Tiis chiarge, anid his par-
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tiality might lead him to an unsuitable selection. Nor the church,
a8 too often it would select one of its number esteemed for piet,

and age, irrespective of other important qualifications, But the
teachers well qualified to judge should select the Presiding Officer
of the School, and he should be presented by them to the Church
for its adoption, and thus the work would be essentially that of the
Church, and the Superintendent would feel to have its support in
its contributions, its sympathies and its prayers,

The Qualifications of Superintendent are so numerous thas
Wwe ean only mention a few of them. He must be of undoubted
piety. This would seem to be unquestioned, but we occasionally
find filling the situation non-professors of religion, who assume to
teach others what they have not learned themselves, He should
Possess an agreeable and genial temper, as kindness an
ness will do more to win respect and correct irregularities, than
will scolding and faultfinding. ~ The Superintendent mnst essential-
ly be a person of punctuality, system, and order. Unless he be in
his place waiting the time for opening the services, he will soon find
his teachers and their scholars late in their attendance. Unless he
og)en and close punctually at the q pointed time, he will soon find
that he is not trusted and the c{;ildren become restless in their
classes. System will lead him to see that the opening and closing
services should be short, and these cah be varied to suit the views
of the teachers and seholars, and in doing this a sufficient time will
given within the howr for the teaching of the lesson, The Super-
intendent should be g person of financial benevolence, ag by example
will teach quite ag powerfully in urging on his teachers and scholars

to contribute to Missionary objects, as he could do by his precepts.
is duty is not only to open and close the schaol (either personal-

Iy ar by others at his request) but to arrange the classes, select the
teachers, and grade the scholars, In doing this tact and
are both nece, i '

scholars not unfrequently wish to select their teach
would be degirable, The Superintendent should be very courteous
to strangers and others visiting the school, and kindly invite them
to participate in ite exercises when Practicable, he should aim to
wmterest the parents of scholars in the school by becoming acquaint-
ed with them, and should seek an intimacy with both teachers and
scholars and by an outatretched hand and pleasant smile invite their
confidence at all times, The Superintendent must have tact in sum-
ming up or revie wing the lesson at the elose of the session, he should

n a few, well draw the attention of the children to the _

leading thought in the lesson studied, and try by a gentle pleasing
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process to place the truth before them, dealing with the heart and
conscience in the simplest and most faithful manner possible. In
this service scholars will be interested for 4 fow minutes, when a
long prosy address will not be listened to. The Superintendent to

it, a8 children are close observers, and will fail to respect one whose
light and trifling conduct is conspicuously noticable in unguarded
moments. In fact, a Superintendent requires much grace to be
watchful as he is ever watched by those whom he cannot but in-
fluence, he must be wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove. Then
with the foregoing qualification may he hope to succeed in the
important position of a Sabbath School Superintendant.

After singing and prayer the Convention adjourned to meet at
3 o’clock, p. m. :

. Sixth Sessign.

SATURDAY, Sept. 9th, 1876,

2 o'clock, p. m. After half an hour spent in devotional exer-
cises, Vice President Barrs took the chair and the business of the

Convention was resumed. Minutes of last session read and ap-
proved.

Reports were received from Hon. Jas, Muirhead, Summerside,
P. E. L, Bro. J. A, Colpits, Plessant Vale, N. B., and Bro. J. Me-
Curdy, Onslow, N. 8. A few minutes were spent in the further
discussion of the subject opened by J. W. Barrs, :le%., in which

Wm. Montgomery, Esq., Revd’s Mr. Clark and E. onkin took
part.

Mr. John Grierson, of Halifax, N. 8., opened the question,
‘““The week day work of Sabbath School teachers,” with an address
full of practical information, pithy and to the point. He was followed
by Rev. N. McKay. The next subject ‘“Teachers Meeting, how to

et and how to guide,” was opened by E. D. King, Esq., of Hali-
ax, N. 8., followed by Bros. Marsh 1, Grierson and Montgomery.

The following questions were drawn from the question box :
“How best to conduct Infant Classes?” ““What are the most sat-
isfactory exercises, and how long should the sessions be ?” “What
is the especial duty of our 8. 8. workers in reference to the habits
of scholars using intoxicating drinks and tobacco?’ ‘s it wise to
introduce pledges to abstain from these habits?” “How can a Su-
perintendant carry out the suggestion of Mr. Barrs if the teachers
will not support him, but insist on a way of their own.
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A report from the late Treasurer w

a8 received showing a bal.
lance in hand of $39.78 which amount was handed to Robt, McC.

Stavert, the Treasurer elect, Report ado

pted. D. Stewart read a
communication from Nathan ilton, E

8q., of Yarmouth, N, 8,

» to the Convention held at Yarmouth
desiring to be reimbursed, Letter handed to the Executive Com-

mittee, with several bills for Printing, &c. Moved by Rev. N.
McKay and seconded by Rev. C. W, Hamilton, Resolved, That
& model teachers’s meeting consisting of members of the Conven-
tion and 8. 8. Teacher of Summerside be held in this church at 9, -

30 to-morrow (Sunday) morning, the subject ‘‘the lesson for the
day' ”

Seventh Session,

SATURDAY, Sept. 9th, 1876.

7.30 p. m. After devotional exercises the President, J, R,

Calhoun, Esq., took the chair, and opened the last session of the
Convention by singing and prayer.,

and tobacco.—Should the pledge be introduced 7’ was submitted by
Bro. Corning of Yarmounth, N.' S, “[n re

¢ gly to this most import-
ant question, we feel that the neglect to offer each child under our

teaching, the protection which the pledge affords them from those

We, whose names are signed within, do solemnly promise to
abstain from the use of all Spirituous or Malt Liquors, Wine or
Cider, as a beverage; also, from the use of Tobacco in any form,

The subject for discussion, “The Family the Church and  the
Sabbath School, Unity of interest demands united effort,” was
opened by Rev. N. McKay, followed by:J. W. Barss, Esq.

Resolved, That unity of interest in the Family, the Chureh and
the Sabbath School, causes all efforts in Christian

training, ‘to'be
crowned with success, through ‘the blessings of our heavenly Father.,

A short address was given by Mr. Grierson on the importance of
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leading children to Jesus vhile young, aud some of the meansto be
used to bring about the desired effect. It was resolved that the
Convention meet at Halifax, N. 8., next year, at such time as the
Executive Committee shall decide.

The following motion of thanks was unanimously adepted by
the Convention.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to
the ‘trustees of the Presbyterian Church for the use of this building,
to the excellent choir that assisted so materially in muking the
meetings so interesting and attractive, also to the P. E. 1. Steam
Navigation Company, the Intercolonial and P. E. 1. Railways,
which conveyed the delegates to the Convention and back home ut
reduced fares. The following resolution was submitted by the Rev.
N. McKay seconded by Mr. Isaac McCurdy.

Whereas, The proper observance of the Lords’ Day by all classes
of the Community is necessary to the proper prosecution of Christian
work generally and especially of Sabbath Sc¢hool work, and :

Whereas, A Convention of Christian people to take steps to
secure a better observance of the Lords’ Day in connexion with the
traffic on the Intercolonial Railway, is summoned to meev in Truro,
Nova Scotia, during the ensuing week :

Therefore Resolved, That this Convention transmit to the Conyven-
tion about to meet in Truro in connexion with Sabbath observance,
our'Christian salutations with a cordial expression of our sympathy
with them in the object of their meeting, and an assurance of our
mers’tor the complete success of their endeavors to suppress Sab-

desecration.

p Resolved, That the Rev. N. McKay be deputed to attend said
COonveution at Truro, dfter which the Convention adjourned to
meet next year in Halifax, N, 8.

Mass Meeting -of the Sabbath School Children.

‘A Mdss meeting ‘of the Ohildren and SBabbath School Werkers
was held in Ludlow Hall'at'8 p. m.; on Sunday. About onerthou-
sand persons were present and the proceedings were most interest-

Farewell Meeting
Was held in the same place on-Sunday g¢vening. ‘It wa¥ tinques-
tionably the langest, and one of the most ME;nge meetings ever
held in Summerside. Several interesting a ddresses were delivered
and ‘many beautiful selections were dbly rendered by the - choir.
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At the close the delegates assembled upon the %’)latform, and, with
clasped hands repeated in concert the Lord’s rayer, in this way
expressing their fraternal relation as children of one Father, and

then, taking an affectionate farewell, each retired to his allotted
work.




CONSTITUTION.

Art. I This organization shall be known as the Sasear
ScuooL TeACHERS’ CONVENTION OF THE MARITIME Provinces.

Agr. IL. The object of this Convention shall be to seek to
give increased efficiency to our Sabbath Schools, and to advance by
every practicable means the Sabbath School cause generally within
the limits of the organization.

Arr. III. This Convention shall be composed of all Pastors
of Churches and Superintendents of Sabbath Schools connected
with the various evangelical denominations within its limits, who
shall be members ex officio, and of delegates from all the Sabbath
Schools, 8. 8. Societies, 8. 8. Teachers’ Associations, and within
such limits each of which shall be entitled to be represented by one
delegate.

Arr. IV. The officers of this Convention shall consist of a
President, two or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary, two Assistant
Secretaries, and a Treasurer, who, together with five other mem-
bers, shall constitute an Executive Committee, all of whom shall
be elected annually, in such manner as the Convention may desig-
nate immediately after its annual meeting shall have been called
to order. These officers shall continue in office until their succes-
sors are appointed. Five members of this Committee to constitute
a quorum.

Art. V, There shall be an Annual meeting of this Conven-
tion held at such time and place as shall have been previously de-
termined and designated by the Executive Committee, when the
Secretary and Treasurer shall report, the officers shall be chosen,
and any other appropriate business transacted.

Arr. VI. The Executive Committee shall have power to
make By-laws for their own government, provided that such By-
Laws be not inconsistent with this Constitution.

Arr. VIL This constitution may be amended at any Annual

Meeting, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the membars pre-
sent.




