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REPORT.

]
'.l HE MonTrEAL DisTricTr CoMMITTEE OF THE SOCIETT FOR

u"_n Promoring CurisTian KNowrepek beg lcave to submit
el their SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL Rerort to their friends and
- the public, with many thanks to them for their continued
ur-

support, and with devout gratitude to that Gracious Being
¢ from whom alone all hoiy desires, all good counsels, and all
e just works do proceed.”
s The Committee have the grateful duty of announcing,
that an improvement has taiken place in the state of their
r& finances during the past year.

The generosity of the Provincial Parliament, to which, in
their last Report, they so confidently looked forward, has
again been experienced in the grant of £200 sterling. Of
this sum, however, a great portion will be required to replace
monies, which, owing to the failure, during the two preced-
ing years, of the usual grant from the Provincial Legisla-
ture, have been diverted from their proper channels to pay
the salaries of the Master and Mistress. In consequence of
this unavoidable diversion, the debt to the Parent Society
has been much increased. In the last Report it was stated,
s that the sum due to that Society for books, amounted to
£70, towards the liquidation of which £50 sterling were
transmitted by the Secretary after the last Annual Meeting,
thus leaving a balance of £20 sterling still due.
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Besides this balance of £20

sterling, a large supply of go_o‘d
Books had, as reported last year, been received in the sum. “",t“
mer of 1834, which have not yet been paid for, and of whicl, vaile
the Committee are unable to State the cost, as the invoice mad
(if sent) never reached the hands of the Secretary. in !
The amount, however, must he considerable, and forms a shal
serious augmentation to their present debt. In addition to fles
these, the Committee are in expectation of receiving a fresh . "
supply by the first arrivals from London. g
In view, then, of all these circumstances, though there is e
cause for congratulation, when we review the prospects of tol
the Society at its last Annuai Meeting; yet there is no reason -
for any relaxation of their exertions, on the part of its Offi- has
cers, or any cessation of their contributions on the part of i
its friends ; for the future is to be provided for, and the de- oo
mands are constant and urgent. o
After this simple account of (he state of their finances, o
the Committee proceed to report upon the two special ob. - -
Jects of their care, viz. the distribution of Libles, Prayer. for
books, and other religious Books and Tracts, and the Edy. | oy
cation of the children of the poor. t
With regard to the Jormer f ihese objects, the Commit- -
tee regrei, that the circulation has not been quite so great t v
as during some previousyears. The principal cause of this be
was the non-arrival last year of the Books from the Parent ; i
Society, the order for which, ewing to unavoidable circum. : ba
stances, was sent so late, that it was impossible to receive N;
ther: by the regular traders of last Fall. They, however, k.
may be expected by the earliest arrivals in the Spring ; and, Bf
as great attention v-as paid to making out the order, and as th
the Parent Society have, in a letter lately received by the
Secretary, promised particular attention to filling it up, the
Committee feel confident that they will be found well suit-
ed for the end which the Society have in view—the Promo.
tion of Christian Knowledge. Notwithstanding the slight-
ly diminished circulation of last year, the Committee trust ‘ S
that they have been the humble instruments of doing much
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good. (hristian Knowledge has been extended, where,
without the aid of the Society, ignorance must have pre-
vailed. The wilderness and the solitary place have been
made glad by donations of Books, which told those sitting
in them of him, through whom the ransomed of the Lord
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.”
In compliance with a resolution of the last Annual Mect-
ing, a large selection of Books from the depository was
was placed with Mr. Wm. Greig, bookseller, of this city,
to be sold by him on Commission. Of these he has been
enabled to sell comparatively few, those in greatest demand
having been ali sold in a few weeks, whilst the others still
remain on his hands. The Committee, however, would re-
commend that Mr. Greig be allowed to replenish his stock
on the same terms as those, on which he received his selec-
tion of last year. The sum arising from the sale of Books,
and from arrears paid in since last audit, amounts to, for the
former, including the Books selected by Mr. Greig, and
charged to him, £60 : 9 : 3, and for the latter, £4:13:5—
thus making in all the sum of £65 : 2 : 8. Of this £18:8: 3
nave been paid by the Librarian into the hands of the Trea-
surer; £4 : 13 :2 will be paid by the Lord Bishop of Que-
bec, in books; and the remainder the Committee hope to
receive in & shorttime. Several of the Clergy and Catechists
have received supplies for their respective Missions. The
National and Military Schools ; the Military Hospital and se-
veral destitute places, both in town and country, have been
gratuitously supplied. The following is a brief summary of

the books circulated during the past year:—

Sold. Given gralis.
Bibles, cco v oeceverrrarnsineanaes gy et t. 18
Testaments, « s+esesresrerertttt e 18:ccccesnionne 0
Pr.yer.bookg' ..................... 1280 cevensarsnns 2
Books bound, unbound and stitched,: 988+« :coxeeeee 445

It only remains for the Committee to speak briefly of the
Schools under their care. Those ladies, who take an inter-
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ertions 7
A de.- . of interesting their Congregations in its behalf. At present,
ol, es- 5 some of the Clergy are regular subscribers (for which the
asure Committee fec! thankful) ; but their Congregations do not
0 the 1 afford that aid, which they doubtless could, and probably
nittee would give, if their attention was fairly called to it. Be-
' pre- sides, when visiting the city, those, in want of books, would
1 his naturally call at that depository, in which they would, then,
very _ have an interest, and at which they could be supplied with
 un- 3 such books, as, under divine blessing, might be of incalcula-
hei. ble benefit to them.
In conclusion, the Commirtee implore, noi only the con.
{ tributions and exertions, but also the prayers (acceptable
in God’s sight) of all, who feel an interest in the religions
principles of the lower classes, the Christian morality of
the rising gen- ration, and the peace, happiness, and pros-
; perity of this highly favored land. Let them do their part,
é speedily, diligently, faithfully ; and He, ¢ without whom we
can do nothing,” will assuredly do His.
e : By order of the Committee of Management,
"
) T. B. FULLER,

l '% Seey. C. M., and Lihrarian
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REPORT.

M'ue Commirree oF THE MoNTREAL DisTRICT SunpAY
ScrooL Sociery, iN CONNEXION WITH THE QUEBEC Droces-
An Sunpay Scroor Sociery, beg leave to lay before their
friends and the public, their first Report, grateful to them
for their liberal support, and thankful to that Gracious Be-
ing, * without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy.”

In making this Report, the Committee are obliged to re-
trace the past history of the Society, and naturally recur to
its first formation on the 20th March, 1832. At that time,
each of the schools, as well that of the boys, as that of the
girls, was divided into six classes, with a teacher for every
class, and a Superintendant for each School.

Among other plans then adopted for the benefit of the
schools, was that of dividing the city and suburbs into ele-
ven sections, to each of which were appointed two visitors,
whose duties were to ascertain the number and residence
of the children attached to our Church, within their several
sections—to endeavour to persuade their parents to send
them to the school, and to set before them the advantages
which would be derived from their children’s punctual at-
tendance.
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appear to them beneficial, and receive such advice and en-
couragement as may seem necessary and useful. At one of
the first monthly meetings of the teachers, the plan of di-
viding the city and suburbs into sections, was revived, and
nine sections having been formed, each person present un-
dertook the duty of visiting in the ward allotted to him, and
of interesting the parents and children, attached to our
Church, in the Sunday Schools. By this plan, which was im-
mediately carried into effect, many children, whose precious
Sabbath hours had previously been spent in the streets,
where they were exposed to t!2 worst company and sur-
rounded by the most contaminating examples, were
brought to attend where they are told of him, who loved
little children, ¢ took them up in his arms and blessed them,”
« who came to seek and to save those that were lost,” and
“ who died that they might live.”

As the school improved, it struck many interested in its
prosperity, that a well selected library would be of great
service both to the teachers and children. It was there-
fore unanimously resolved, at one of the ¢ Teachers’ Month-
ly Meetings,” that the teachers themselves would give ac-
cording to their several abilities, and also use their exer-
tions amongst their friends in order to raise funds sufficient
to procure a suitable library. In consequence of this reso-
lution, the Superintendant took upon himself the trouble
and responsibility of sending to London for a library, which
arrived early in the fall. Soon after the resolution was
made, the teachers raised funds nearly adequate for the
purchase of the library, and would doubtless have quickly
raised much greater ones, had not the intelligence of their
exertions reached the Rev. President of the S. S. Society,
who said that the Society would do what the teachers
themselves purposed doing, and called a meeting to submit
to it the proposal. He submitted it, and the Society having
accepted it, placed at the disposal of the Superintendant
funds sufficient to cover any expenses he might incur in pro-
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curing the library. The funds raised by the teachers were atten
expended in printing forms for the teachers’ Monthly Re- of the
ports, and a few hundred copies of “ A Plain Address to Pa-
rents,” on the subject of Sunday Schools, prepared for cir-
culation by our teachers, whilst visiting at the houses of

the poor. At the same meeting of the Sunday School Soc;j. ?rﬁi
ety, those interested in the formation of an afternoon school lclrb

in the Free Chapel, College Street, were authorised to pro-

cure a library from New York at the expense of the Socie-

ty. This library, which arrived in November, as well as Su
that from London, proves very useful to all, as well teach- Te
ers and children, as the parents of those children who at- (l":
tend the school. The books are given out every Sunday by

a librarian to the teacher of each class, to whom he looks Su
for their safe return; and are again given out by the teacl,- fore |
ers to those children who prove themselves worthy of this past,
reward, and are by them returned on the lbllowing Sunday wher
after having been read as well by the parents as by them- our C
selves. Though these libraries have been expensive, yet whic
the Committee cannot but think that in procuring them for peric
the use of the schools they have been furlhering the object ious
which the Society has in view—ihe improvement and salva- meas
tion of the children attached to our communiop, upon

The Ladies’ Sunday School,conducted in Christ’s Church, on th

although it does not offer much field for remark, has, pever- tache
theless, the Committee are happy to state, continued in an ed b)
encouraging condition, M uch good has been done, although Soci
it has not had the advantage of a library, and has only par- no p!
tially benefitted by the excellent plans adopted in the well
other schools ; for the only new Mmeasure, in the benefits of least
which its teachers have participated, is the establishment of whic
very useful familiar lectures, given every Friday evening in effici
the Vestry of Christ’s Church, by the Rector and Assistant Y
Minister, alternately, when the chapter from which the chil- who
dren in the schools are to be instructed on the following him,

Sunday, is fully explained to the leachers and others who call
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attend. The following table shews the present sirength

of the schools :—

MORNING SCHOOL.

Male Department. Female do.

Superintendant,- <« -+ v 1 cesessecsserisscesssecinee
Teachers, - cccoeevecoses 12 covcnninnncnone ernenennes 10
Librarians, «««cooveveecs B . Dresupnenen S8 88 SIS 0
Chlldl‘(}ll, .............. P71 S P TR R R R R 124

AFTERNOON SCHOOL.

Male Department.

Superintendant,- -+« - 1

Teachers, - «««cscreeees 10 soccecccscccstsrsencccsirnnnie 5
Librarian, ««eceeeves .+ 1 for the two departments.
Children,++ssesereeees 130 ceveessareenreninotnianansanan 56

Such is the Report the Committee are enabled to lay be-
fore their friends; cheering, indeed, when we look at the
past, but truly humiliating, when we look at the little done,
when compared with what the rising generation attached to
our communion have a right to expect at our hands, and
which, from our past neglect, has, in a great measure, been
performed by others. The Committee are extremely anx-
jous that the schools should be more efficient, and, in some
measure, at least, perform that duty which is naturally laid
upon them, and they would fain hope, that their own wishes
on this subject differ in no respect from those of any one at-
tached to our communion. But they can do little if unaid-
ed by those who have it in their power to assist them. The
Society is burdened with a debt of upwards of £58, and has
no prospect of discharging it, except that derived from the
well-tried generosity of its friends. But this is not all. At
least fwelve good teachers are wanted in the several schools,
which, without this addition, must remain comparatively in-
efficient.

Yet the Committee will not despair. They know in
whom they have put their trust—that he is Almighty. To
him, therefore, they look in faith, assured that when the
call shall be made, he will put it into the hearts of our more
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wealthy brethren to give freely of their wealth, of which
they have been made stewards, and that he will instil into
the minds of our younger brethren and sisters, the holy re-
solution to devote their spare hours and their several talents
to the delightful employment of pointing out the road to
heaven to the young immortal—of seeking for him the
graces of God’s Holy Spirit, and of forming him for the com-
pany of the angelic host.

In conclusion, the Committee would remind the Superin-
tendents of schools in the country parishes, that this Report
would not have been so entirely occupied with accounts of
schools in the city, if they had had any materials, from which
to report on the state of the country Sunday Schools.

Nor would the Committee fail to remind those interested
insuch schools, of the benefit to be derived from assistance
given by the Sunday School Society—which benefit has as
yet, been conferred only on the schools in the city, because
no other schools applied for aid, and because the only aid
the Sunday School Society has it in its power to extend, has
been entirely derived from Churches within the city. But
there is no good reason why things should continue in this
state. “ Union is strength,” and if all the parishes would
unite as one parish, in promoting the cause of Sunday
Schools, through the instrumentality of the Society, its oper-
ations, instead of being confined as they are at present,
would be in some degree commensurate to the wants.of the
Church, and enable it to assist all, on much more favoura-
ble terms, than hitherto it has been enabled to assist one.
All are deeply interested in it. If then all will do their duty,
they may look with confidence for the blessing of Him,
“ without whom we can do nothing,” and * whose strength
is made perfect in our weakness.”




{@The attention of the Reverend Clergymen of the
District of Montreal, and of those Ladies and Gentle-
men who feel an interest in the prosperity of the Na-
tional and Sunday Schools, is respectfully called to

pages 6 and 7 of the first, and pages 6 and 7 of the
second Report.




