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Tiris Sermon was written without the least tliouglit of publication.

It is published in deference to the wishes of man}- of the Clergy and

Delegates to the Synod. I respectfully dedicate it to tlie members of

the Synod of Fredericton, present at this special session, in the earnest

hope that the action then taken may result in the selection of a Bishop

endowed with missionary zeal, and "steadfast in the Apostles' doc-

trine," who will place himself in the forefront, and lead us " in every

good word and work," to the glory of God, and the advancement of His

Church.

EDWYN S. W. PENTREATH.

MoxcTON, N. B., October 13th, 1879.





SERMON.

"Ami they ci'iitinuetl st-adfast in the Aijostlcs' iloctrine ami fellowsliip,

and in breakinj,' of bread, and in prayers."

—

Acts ii. 42.

We are assembled licro to-night, my friemlsi, as i'ei)rescnta-

tives of the Cluireh of P^nglaiul in the Synod of a Diocese

planted and nourished by the generous sons and daughters of

the ^lotlier Church, to whom we owe our grateful tlumks for

the long continuance of that assistance M'hich is now being

Avithdrawn in order to plant the standard of the cross among
nations not yet weaned from idolatry. Suifer me, then, at the

outset to remind yon, with u deep sense of our unworthincss,

and with no intention of boasting or condemnation of others,

not only of your privileges as baptized children of God, living

in a land under the iniluence of the (Jospel, surrounded, so to

speak, In' a Christian atmosphere, and within the reach of the

means of grace, but also of your privileges as members of that

ancient Church which, from the days of British Christianity,

has moulded the thought and life of England's children, and

given them that manly typo of religion which combines the

widest freedom with the due restraints of authority.

For the first seven centuries she may be called the British

Church, without the shadow of Roman influence to darken her

polity or her doctrine. From the seventh to the eleventh cen-

turv she is the Anfflo-Saxon Church ; still the old Church

—

Briton and Saxon Churchmen having gradually united their

forces—but with some few corruptions. From the eleventh to

the sixteenth century she is the Anglo-lSTorman Church, yield-

ing more to the overshadowing influence of the Bishop of

Rome—the rpieen city of the world at that time in learning

and commerce—but still the Church of the nation, protesting
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by her Parliiimcnt.s and Kiiif^.s a^jalnst the encroachments of

u foreign juri-sdiction, forhidding, though often unavailinghv

tl)o admission of foreign ecck'siastics, and jirohihiting, as con-

trary to huv and right, ajjpcals to Rome. From tlic sixteentli

to the nineteentli century slie is the Englisli Cliurch—not a

new Cliurcli—in the luimc of historical accuracy aiul fair i)hiy

I i)rotest against tliat assumption, totally devoid as it is of any

foundation—))ut the old church in a now state, reformed but

jiot created, restored to her ancient liritish privileges, cleansed

from errors which had gradually o))scurcd some of her doc-

trines, and planting herself upon the bulwark of her indepen-

dence, that no foreign jirincc or prelate hath had or shall have

jurisdiction within the realm of England.

As members of this ancient body, rich in memorials of i)iety

and learning, we are hero to work for her interests and i)ro-

mote hci* i)rogress in this J)ioccse. I cannot draw your atten-

tion to a more suitable passage, at this time, than that i)icturo

of the first converts to Christianitv, which is contained in the

text. Pricked to the lieart by the preaching of St. Peter, they

believed. " What shall we do?'' they cried. " llepent," say*

the Apostle, " and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghust." They already believed; they

repented; on the profession of their rej>entance and faith they

were baptized into the body of Christ's Church, and then they

began then life of obedience. It was before the fiery test of

persecution shook their new-born faith, before heresy came in

to corrupt it, or false teachers to lead them astray, that wo
read, *' They continued steadfast in the Apostles' doctrine

and fellowshi]), and in l)reaking of bread and in prayers."

Here is the Ncav Testament model for Christian peojde, and

it is well worthy of our serious consideration. Steadfastness

is not a virtue we can claim as common in these days, least of

all steadfastness in ajmstolic doctrine. Corruptions have over-

laid it on the one hand, and distortions or subtractions have

impaired its proportions on the other. The Apostles pro-

claimed the great doctrines of Atonement, Sacrifice, l^'aith.
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ll(%'onoration, Jiislitication, SauL'tillcation. Tlu\v jnTaclietl

tlic facts of Clirist's lifo, tlu* iiifarnatiun, the siillVrinpfs, the

iloatli, the rosunvction and the ascension. Tliey in'oclainKul

tlie cominfj of tlie Holy (tliost, the setting npof tlio C'lmrch of

(Jod and eternal judgniont. Into the sacred name of the

Trinity they baptized, and on the hajjtized they laid their

liands. These and oth.er foumhition truths they taught with

no uncertain souiul, and in their doctrine the tlrst converts

remained steadfast. There is great need that wo should imi-

tate their examide, for " the seeds of falsehood and wrong are

being sown by busy brains over the whole country from end to

end." Wo have reached a point when every truth of («' m is

assailed, every ho\)v of man is called in ijuestiou, and when, as

has been said, ''the heresies that Athamisius c<mi''imted at

Alexandria, and Chrvsostom assailed in Constaunnople, lavu

«pi)eared with tcnjic distinctness in the public mind of to-

day." We •"•e called \\\nm to speak for the great jirimary priji-

cijilcs of Christianity, and it behooves every child of liio

Cliurch, which bases her doctrine on Holy Scripture, to

** contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints,"

** to hold fast the profession of faith, nothing wavering,'' and

to take a stand on tiiose great ])riucii)k's which, drawn from

the Word of God, are summed u]) in the Apostles' Creed, and

are affirmed by the undisjmted Councils. To do this, you

must be students of the liible, making use of all the light that

history and research have thrown upon it. **Be not tossed

about by every wind of doctrine.'' lie steadfast in the faith.

They were also steadfast in the Apostles' "fellowship

Divisions and schisms had not yet done their l)alei'ul work. It

is true that soon after this false teachers crept in. The ideas

of voluptuous cities, the i)hil(\<ophical tendencies, the luxurious

civilization of the centres of i)oi)ulation of those days, had

their effect in corrupting the doctrines of the gospel. The
tendency in the human mind to self-will, and "indulged indi-

vidualism," asserted itself, and hence the heresies of the early

days. But here is the model, steadfast in the Apostles' " fel-

lowship." They were not turned aside from their belief by

n



8 .SEU.MOX.

every plausible speaker who 'ad a theory, and expatiated with

glib tongue upon ii. They were not drawn away after men
who are alwa3"s dissatisfied unless iliey can lead, be it e\er so

small or ridiculous a following. I conceive that the Church of

England has a witness to bear in the world in maintaining that

the divisions of Christianity, wliether to human sight they

seem preventible or not, are contrary to tlie will and Word of

God. It is not bigotry to stand in tlie old i)aths, and, holding

fast to the Ai)ostles' fellowshi]), neither allured by the addi-

tions of liome nor betrayed into the defects of Geneva, she

bears without condemnation of others her testimony to the

original unity of the Church. '* There is one Body and one

Spirit." She deplores tlic divisions of Christianity, and, as

far as she can, she invites Christians to unite evangelic truth

Avith apostolic order, that tliey may continue in tlie doctrine

iind fellowshi]) of the Apostles.

Another note of these primitive Christians was *' breaking

of bread.'' In the (original it is '* the breaking of 1)read.*' I

take this to be tlie partaking of the Holy Communion. It was

the common expression in tliose early days for this Sacrament.

And however Ave may regard this sacred feast, it is an un(jues-

tionable fact that the Church of England has ever taken heed to

the command of her Lord. Frequently, and with all outward

demonstrations of reverence, she calls on her faithful children

to " draw near v/itii faith and take tlie Holy Sacrament to tlieir

comfort." Though too many turn their backs ui)on it, and we

have to lament that so many refuse to nourish their s])iritual

life with these ''Holy Mysteries," yet tlie Cliurch remains
** steadfast in breaking of bread.'* In solemn service she is

over engaged in "showing forth the Lord's death till he come.''

I need do no more, in si)eaking on this point, than call your

iittention to the wav in Avhich we have ever clung to this third

note of the Church in the days of these post-Christians.

And they continued "steadfast" " in prayers." Again Ave

find the definite article "the prayers." It is a remarkable

fact that neither Jew nor Gentile ever had an extempore prayer

in public Avorship. Such a thing was utterly unlieard of. The

.'
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Jew WHS Jiccustomcd to liis liturgical service of psalms, lessons

from the law and tlie projjliets, and fixed prayers. The Gentile

had SI stated service in his idol temple. Our l^le.ssed Lord

had taught his people a form of prayer at their esi)eeial rc([uest,

and in the " breaking of bread,"' the Divine ot^ce, we can trace

to aj)ostolic days a fixed form. AVe have no reason to su}iposo

that these converts Avent contrary to all })ractice and precedent.

And I draw from this a lesson of steadfastness to tiie liturgy

AvhicliAve have, tho accumulation of centurie.-:, '' the prayers of

the holiest in the i)ast, tlie praises of the saintliest in all the

ages." The prayer book has Avon the admiration and resjiect

of Christians of every name Avho have examined its i)ages, and

Avho have seen how rich it is in the very words of Scrijiture

—

hoAV it ex])resses the common needs of humanity. 3Ieu like

Robert Ilall tlie lJai)tist, Adam Clarke tlie 3Icthodist, and

Albert IJarnes tho Presbyterian, have acknowledged the evan-

gelical purity of its sentiments and the })OAver of its petitions.

Its prayers have l>een uttered l)y tlie very Ijrightest intellects

as Avell as by the humljlest of the Avorld. They have lieeii the

glad ex})ression of thanksgiving from those Avliom (Jod has

blessed, and the cry of lii)S Avhito with pain. These praises and

petitions have echoed among tho lofty roofs of cathedrals, in

the log churches of the Avilderness, the palace of the nolile and

the hut of the peasant. They have been heartl in the dungeon

of the iirisoner and in the castle of his captor. The i)salms

have been sung by lonely cam})-fires under the blazing sun of

the tropics, and in the regions of the north amid the silence of

eternal snows. The wigwam of the Indian has resounded to

the morning and evening prayers, and the forests have sighed a

requiem as the solemn Avords of the burial service have re-echoed

-among the pines. T'his liturgy of ours is the concentrated

Avorshi}) of the Christian ages. '' Te Deuius" have celebrated

the greatest triumphs of the centuries, and the "De Profundis"

has Availed out its sorrcnv over trouble and defeat. We, tlie

eons and daughters of the Church of England, desire to main-

tain the Book of Common Prayer, {inti<piated as it is in some

-expressions, ambiguous it miiy be on one or tAvo points, oAving
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to the changes in the meaning of words as our language deve-

lops, because its words are words of power. They are saturated

witii Scripture, every expression has a history, every service is

enshrined in the memory. Tlie words seem to be alive. As.

one lias said, " They have been whispered when God has taken

home tlie soul of an infant, they have echoed in tlie laborer's

cottage, they are not one man's woi'ds, one heart's utterances,,

they are tlie world's words, tlicy are humanity's cries to heavciir

for ages." 80, brethren, may we continue steadfast in the-

Church's prayers. In private, or on some public occasions, by
the bedside of the sick, or for special reasons, it may be neces-

sary that the lips should frame tlie sentiments of the heart,

but never in stated public worship while we have a liturgy that

has grown into our very life, which the more we use and under-

stand the more we shall appreciate, for we shall see that, unless

we are undcvout, formal and spiritually dead, it is this very

repetition which is the secret ef its power, for it is a groAvth.

into the individual life.

In spite of the imperfections that cling to everything m
which the human blends with the divine, though the tares and

wheat are growing side by side within her fold, still, I believCr

that the Church of England, the mother of the Anglo-Saxon

race, continues ''steadfast in the Apostles' doctrine," sealed

with the crimson tide which flowed from those who died to de-

fend " the faith once delivered to the saints ;" still from the-

da3'S when the Pentecostal tidings were wafted to the shores of

the Druid's Isle has her three-fold ministry conformed to the-

New Testament pattern of Apostles, Bishoj)—Elders and Dea-

cons; still the heralds of the cross go out into all lands to carry

the knowledge of the Saviour; still, as century after century

rolls awav, her white-robed ministers invite the faithful to the
** breaking of bread," and from the lips of countless thousands

rise the responses to the common prayers, that heritage of

liturgical worship which avc have received, and which we desire

to transmit to posterity. With Bishop Walsham How, we say,

*' We do not esteem the Church of England faultless, but avc-

marvel at the fewness of her faults." And here, remote from
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the city of the first converts, in a huul untlistinguislied as yet,,

in earthly liistory, this fair catliedral has risen, stone npon

stone, rich in blessed memories of self-sacrifice and tempered

zeal, and named with the name of that Christ whom the-

Apostles preached, to bo a centre of diocesan feUowsliip, and tO'

l)erpetuate those four notes of the Church of the New Testa-

ment—apostolic doctrine, apostolic feUowsliip, breaking of

bread, and prayers. Now what is this but to proclaim our cru-

cified, risen, and ascended Lord? For is He not the substance

of the Apostles' i)reaching? Is He not the head of the Apostles'

fellowship? Is He not known to his people in the breaking of

bread? And do not our prayers ascend through His all-pre-

vailing name to a Father reconciled to us by the blood of the

cross?

But, my brethren, there is something more needed than a

pure faith and a])ostolic lineage to win a world for Christ. We
need Apostolic Lahonrs. This is an age which looks more at the

practice than i\\c pro/esi^ion, more at living examples of Chris-

tian life than the statements of the theologian. It is an age of

great intelligence and keen criticism, existing side by side witli

ignorance and inveterate prejudice.

We see before us some " bound in trespasses and sins," who
live without God or hope, some who are brought up under false

systems and travesties of religion, who need the light of (Jod's

eternal truth in their darkened souls, professing Christians,

whose faith needs to be increased and their love deepened.

More than this, there are large numbers of honest seekers after-

truth, Avho stand '' bewildered among many counsellors," and,

listening to the discordant voices of a divided Christianity, fail

to hear in them the tender tones of that blessed Saviour who
l^rayed **That they all might be one," in order, as He says,.

"That the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me." The
devout Christian sees with wounded heart that because the

"household of faith" is divided against itself, an excuse is

afforded for unbelief. And there are some endowed with cuva-

manding intellect, who place their trust in the quicksands of

an ever-shifting science, and when they come to the region of
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the suponijitiiral, utter a cry from tlic depths, ''Behold we know
not anytliiug," or else look upon the existence of God, and

future life as only a solemn hope, unable to believe in any

evidence with which Christians can furnish them. To all these,

the intellectual, the worldly-wise, the honest doubter, the poor,

ignorant and degraded, as Avell as to every class of modern

society, and every phase of modern thought, the Church of the

Eternal God, of whicli we are an apostolic Ijranch, has a mis-

sion. The Divine Society, banded together, ruled by law, and

officered, with Christ at its head, and the Holy Ghost, the life

of the body, pulsating through its members, was set here on

earth to bring back heaven's order and law, to naturalize the

children of men into the citizenship of heaven and make them
God's subjects. Composed of imperfect, failing, sinful men,

•often feeble, attacked from without and within, yet through

all she holds up before the world Cifklst, the Saviour of the

world, Christ the hope of the sinner, Christ the way, the truth

and the life. In the power of that name her ministers are to go

out into the highways and hedges and compel the invited guests

to come in; in the power of that name her individual members
are to preach Christ Ijy example and life, so that there may bo

a poAverful witness in the world of the truth of the Gospel.

AVe not only owe a duty to those within the fold, in building

them up step by step in Christian character by the use of all

those blessed means of grace which she so richly distributes,

by teaching that Christianity consists in the formation of this

character, wrought out by repentance, faith .and obedience in

-adversity and pros})erit3-, by all the changes and chances of life,

but we have also a mission to those of our own land whose feet

are never found within the house of God, and God will bless

that Church Avhicli tries faithfully to carry the gospel to those

who from ignorance or pride refuse to hear it. In the words of

Bishop M'Liiren, of Illinois: " This must be the genius of the

Church, to go down, down to the lowly and despised, down to

those who will not come to us, down Avith the Font and the

Altar and the Bible and the Prayer Book to the poor and neg-

lected classes, and, thank God, we are beginning to feel more
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deeply tlijit our mission is not to spread banquets for the clus-

ters of privileged saints that are gatliered in great temples, but

to go out in love, and invite the masses to come and partake

of the bread which nourishcth to everlasting life. It is a ques-

tion whether by remaining too long in Jerusalem, by vvcaring

the fetters of a narrow Jewish exclusivencss, we have not

courted spiritual lethargy and Laodicean lukewarmness."

The parables of the lost coin and the lost sheep were inten-

tended to show us not only the joy over tlie recovery of lost

souls, but that diUfjent search is to be made for them. Pieces

of money those human souls are, who are lost amid the dirt

and rubbish of the world. They are pieces of God's money,

stamped from their very birth with tlie image of the Great

King. Perhaps they have been long cast away; they are so

incrusted with sin that it is impossible almost to believe that

they are pieces of heavenly money at all. They are rough,

careless, coarse, sensual, profane. Is this the image of God we-

say? Is this a piece of the true gold stamped in the mint of

heaven? Aye, underneath this crust is the image of the King.

The man is endowed with an immortal soul. Within that man
is a human heart, if you can but reach it, and a conscience, if

you can but touch it. And while there are those, and such as

these, within the circle of our work, while there are the scoffer

and the sceptic, the careless and irreverent, the cold and the

lukewarm, the ungodly and the profane, those who do not do

better sometimes because they have never been taught, because

they really do not know, for no one has taught them in what a

perilous state they are, it is our duty to sweep the house dili-

gently until we find them. "We, the ministers of God, stand

as Ezekiel stood, charged with a commission from God, and

accountable to God for that commission. Do we not know, my
brethren of the clergy, the ignorance of the primary elements

of Christian truth that is so lamentably prevalent? Have
we never stood beside the couch of some who have been passing

out of this world with the crust of ignorance heavy upon them?
The result of long neglect had been such that their understand-

ing was darkened, and we could only pray that God would be
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merciful, for the time to tciicli and guide them tc the know-

ledge of God and His Holy Word had passed forever in this life.

We know by sad experience how heavy is the burden to bo

borne in bringing to the knowledge of men the Apostles' doc-

trine and fellowship, and breaking of bread, and jirayers.

*MVho is sufficient for these things?" Yet we must toil on,

bearing the burden and heat of tlie day. The cool of the

•evening will come at last, for

" Be the clay we.iry or be the day long,

At length it ringcth to oven song."

The hours of work are fast passing away, and soon the vesper

Jbell will toll. Soon we shall be summoned to cease from our

labors and to give an account of the day. Meanwhile let us

gird ourselves more directly for the exigency, systematize more

our subjects of pulpit teaching, look vigilantly to the Sunday

Schools and the children, and make use of every api)roved

agency for arousing the careless, and deepening the spiritual

life.

And, my brethren of the laity, assembled here from the vari-

ous parts of the Diocese, and sons and daughters of the Church,

if it is our duty to begin it is your duty to aid. Apostles,

elders and brethren composed the Church of Christ. If one

member goes Avrong, all the members suffer; if one is blessed,

all arc the better for it. We have not the endowments of the

Mother Church, whereby we could bring to bear on Christian

woi'k the machinery of multiplied agencies; we have not a net-

work of Parishes covering tlie land with temples gray Avith

anti{[uity, schools, hospitals, orphanages, and all the blessed in-

stitutions which Christianity introduced into the world. Wo
cannot compete with her in the vast number of the clergy, her

noble institutions of learning, her missionary colleges, her

great Societies, and her munificent givers. AVe are in a land

that is very dear to us, but mighty only in the possibilities of

the future, engaged in laying foundations for generations to

come after, weak in numbers and poor in goods, struggling to

plant a primitive Christianity free from State control, bearing

in our hands an open Bible and tliat Avatchword of the ages.
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the Apostles' Creed. "We have no liuman tlieorics to insist on.

We recognize all the baptized in the name of the Trinity, wo
ask no more for admission to the fold than this same summary
of Christian doctrine. We l)elong to a Church which breathes

Christ in every line of her Prayer Book. We can, therefore,

ask you, loyally to help us lay the foundations of religion, to

•carry the gospel to this people, in the scri])tural, sober and ear-

nest wavs which were our fathers' inheritance, and are our own.

For this reason wo ask you to help our Church Society, the

means, under God, by which the comforts of religion are car-

ried to many a scattered flock; we ask you to help the Divinity

School, from Avhich the sons of our land may go out well

ecpiipped and furnished to n)eet the problems of the day, and

lead souls to Christ. Help us in our Diocesan and jjarochial

undertakings! May you stand shoulder to shoulder with us in

the crusade against sin, and in loyalty to Christ and llis Church,

being '* living epistles, read and known of all men,"' ''ready

to give to every one a reason for tlie hope that is in you," as

faithful sons and daughters of the Church of England, which

has jjreservedf aye and will preserve, apostolic doctrine and

fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers.

Let me ask, in conclusion, what cun Ave do that is too much
for Christ and the Church? I say, Q\n'\&ian(l His Church, the

Head and the Bod}^ the Bridegroom and the Bride, the Vine

and the Branches, the corner store and the living stones of the

temple. The one must be above the other. Christ is above thq,.

Church, but they are not separated. I dare not put asunder

what God hath joined together. When Saul, the persecutor of

the Church, was dazzled by that lightning stroke which taught

him the error of his way, the voice of One whom he had never

seen in life fell upon his ear, " Saul, Saul, why persccutcst

thou Me?" "Who art Thou, Lord?" "I am Jesus whom
thou jjersecutesL^^ Observe from this how Christ identifies

himself with the Church. He suffers when she is persecuted,

He shares her fortunes, and is persecuted when she is assailed.

Let us work for that branch of it in which God has i)laced us!

In this portion of the vineyard there are special needs, si)ecial
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tlaiiffcrs and spccijil opportunities. Will you not, my friends,

consecrate some of your time and talents to M'ork for Him-'

You will find this work at your hand, in your homes, in your

parishes. The path of duty will open out l)efore you, if you

will only ask on bended knees, *' Lord, what wilt Thou have

me to do?"

In a few moments you will pass out of these doors, away
from the hallowtd influences of this service, and the memory
of it alone will be in your minds. But you cannot i)ass out of

the sight of One of majestic presence, you cannot get out of

reach of the calm, tender eyes of One who was a man of sorrows

for your sake. He stands no more by the Galilean lake to teach

the thronging crowds, but His gentle voice is ever calling,

"Follow Me." **Come unto Me .... and I will srivo

you rest." As you pass to your several homes, remember your

vows! Let Repentance be your daily state of mind. Faith your

constant companion and Obedience your aim. Let Jesus

Christ and Him crucified be the sole ground of your hope.

Then when the hours of life's day are over, and the time comes

for you to be gathered to your fathers, when your hands now
so strong to labor are weak as an infant's clasp, and your eyes

are closing u]ion earth with its toils and troubles, you may pass

to the ''rest that remaineth for the people of God," "looking

unto Jesus," steadfast in the Apostles' doctrine, in the commu-
nion of the Catholic or universal Church, comforted by the

"breaking of bread," and soothed by the prayers of your

Mother Church, who will never leave you until the earth covers

np all that remains of the casket from Avliich the jewel for u

time has departed.

" Oh by Thy love and anguish, Lord,
Oh by Thy life laid down,
Grant that we fall not from Thy grace,
Nor cast away our crown."
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