Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / \/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de Ia distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



:"{‘aod vhl I shall am« then I am. repmved.—HA&u !

- rgggg;pmzfﬂs-‘irmmx; eeaajd»pzzt.c.*'.rsar. e

Mwawﬁ Eduor]
e——— - *\ AR

INFCU\T BAPTISM. G

gven by promise, to which the Sacrament was si
pazs, sud pledge, an

4. both approj riatéd by: fauth it ‘was the_faith'of Abraham, the
urch which: conveycd ‘the éplmml blessxn,, to his
mmed offspring ;- ~and it is the faith of ‘the Cburch ever since - |-

Fatker of the

Sithas. waveyed the blessin to her .children,: whether. under th
Sc:nm'm of arcumcxsnon, or of -its- succeodmv counterpart, Ba
tca. - The Chuzch ‘is. still ‘the, famxly ‘of. f:uthfnl Abnham i
ii2ren are still’ the cluldren of the’ promme made to !nm, and the
sl of the promise varies wi ) the character
wder which'they are phoed.
- And this’ clnslon appears to be Just, not only from. the reason.
d t..e:hing, as above, but from the express terms of the Apostle’
iathe e to the Colossmnnz —.In whom-alse yeé :are circum-
dd with the circomncision made without han‘ls, putting’ oﬁ'
thebodyofthe sins of the ﬂesh,bxthe Cir of:|
nad with-biry‘in-. ‘wherein glso;
tiioach the faith of the Opemhon ‘of “God; W
frea the desd.” " What 'is “the plain. sense
Callasians were “ circutiicised with the circg:
u‘-hﬁ.,"“whﬁh”&r‘aiﬁﬁsib’n eonmtod,‘ X
dhe sins of tie flesh by the circumcisi n"of “hrist,

g *“buried. with him
rhm!nphs Y ‘only bi
risa witk him: thronb ‘the faith;
ral; vot ; i T

'vxded nto

'Was 1 (8 dxtxsnpp t; as
frcamasion convey,gd spmtual blessings;) it: is 'cleat; that if i
fiz's were capable of spiritnal blessings, by beiig partakers of the.
=2 Sacrament; they- are equally’ capa of tbe same: blwsmgs by
Ieins- made partakers of the other. - . e T
" Risnot a little remarkable that the early fatbers of tbe Chur.
b!beu:neof ‘Augnstine, consider. baptism ‘as given to usin the

of circumgcision ; as:

Hsom, give { 1o the above passge in the Epistle to the Colossians;.”
52 ame sense as that ascribed to it above.®-
prevai‘ed at the reformation ; ~and - it ‘cannot reasonbly be doubt-

«, that it has been at all hmes, ‘both anterior and subsequentto -
MP‘"«L the gencrally ‘received sentiment of the church; that
 circomcision was to the faithful 2w under tke law, baptism’ |-

i atleast to the faithful Christian under the Gospel ~The cove- |
:ﬂ! ‘Hleisings of the Fatlier of the faithful aresire to-all hisfaith- " |
b_m‘ and as they are sealed by the blood.of cu:cumcxsxoh un-,
“the first dxspeusauon, they are sealed by the mxlder sea! of thev

......

: _9:* Wnﬂ';“ Defence of the H'lslorv of lnfut Baphsm
-':“V rewird 2 pusiet pctus:l of them;

| ham’s seed +and: hgxrsac rding-to:he pro

Wsmm under the law or: under the Gosp:l,' jthes.blessmgu
radded, as"the -
and sign and seal.: The real blessing - tras un- .|

 water wag: a practice t

“and the preparatory harbing

firmed by Wall, from suffi
+he; That the'

‘-‘(‘hrl.at for those full spmt

Origen, C G » : "-;ﬁjsubstlwnon fthe latter: for the former.
0, ypmn, reo-ory azxanzeu T

Anbrose, &c_; 'and that three of them; Basil, Augustine, and Chry- -
| - on the day.of Pentecost when the Gospel was completed, and wh

‘The same sentiment " |- |
| }bmsclf what is‘he-to do with his child 2" This child has arrived at,

water of. baptxsm u' er t‘hv econt; \Th

g l vjhldﬂ‘!e seems o" Jhavé bee
espeéially familiarized’ ‘during'the mx_u;stlyof - Lord, by the'i
‘traductory baptxsm of him wh' )

. béfore the coning of, Christ; h

messenger: of the; Qa.kur,"to. prep
" That the Jews had been ‘long ac 7
cient authority..
ustom"of the ew

-who was.to baptxze 2 th ith'the
Thu; phn_’s baptism was-an: mtetmedlate dzspen..
circumgision and baptism; preparing the

‘With't vantage ‘of thesé considerations,: let us conceive.
‘ faxthful Jew 't be the hearer. of St. Peter’s’ first sermon, preached'
“they that gladly réceived his: ‘worll ‘were baptized.”™). . Baptiz
"itg eighth day:  By:the spirit.of the ‘méw dispensation, circumci-
: sxonlx: done away; andis there Bo sacrament under the Gospel® . = -
which seals covenant blessings to his child, s circumcision did -
uader. the law? At the msututwn of cxrcumanon, God has pro- -

B -‘I

¢ See Wall' i Hmarv of Infant Bilpbsu.al," mlmducuon. ppGS—:-., R

1 Tt does not consist with the proposed brevity. of the above siatement toquol..;‘z_y_k R
1 'the authox.tres given by Wall : lbey are. WRll wonh consulnng bv“t»oae wbd

e entm..xn avy dox.bz of the fact
272.  The discussion on.the above text whxcb tbese P’g"’ °°"um wxﬂ-‘ B

j Mm.u»ll. -~

Aclsxﬂ. n] 0‘ s Acun 4[: 4. : ~'l o
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vmlced to be 0¥ a God”?

“. that’ llessing wiis: R wpmtnal blessing, ‘extending,” under: the out-

ward cmb!cm “ cxrcumcm "0 tmt of “ the foreskin of the "

U xml—-noLtOJM
- which is of the, law; but to thatalso whlch is qf the faith of Abra- B

- ham*"* he hears of ae Gircumcision ‘made-w ml}.hande input-

v heart” < thie promise vas' s sureto a

reumcision of-

. ting: oﬁ' the body of théssins -of the fiesh, by thie ci
ptisms” Christ’

" Christ;”? which is the « “being buried with himin

“has. institufed a new sacmmu at of bmphxm, and bas cmomed his ;
* disciples to go‘and ‘teachsll ‘nations, nid b'\ph?q}!‘cm kTS all na-
“tions had been prnad ted to Iud.nevn, theymust hive been ! hapt tized |
. at least; ‘he s accustomed to t'na lnphsm by the ordinary ‘nhxo;h 1.
l‘) o
o havmfr been . par mkerot‘John S b'l[)t|'~ﬂ1' shall'not s, f‘tlth then.
: "PPI)’ ’-hC ncw -acmmentofbvms'n ‘to his' child “in® thc pre of: :
' !m ourn'm]lv :zch»ow]ed'md by
+ " the Church as an heir of ncc, as.well As virtnally be sueh lﬂ' thie” '
‘circamcision’ his - clnld wounld' ‘have Te<. )
a5 the: Jeiish’ child:did’ f atbaptisfi; A+
~'he receives the same—inithe formerthe: eluld reccu'ee*thc\soal of
in-the furmer 142

+af receiving proselvtesy he.is ~still “more familiarized

girenmcision, and ‘thus- tbo chzld‘

- covenaiit-of promise ? 11
R ccxvcd his'covenant. name,

S thé promise ; in the latte‘r it receives the 'sam
- is accepted mto«-Church-membérdup it the™

atter It finds “the

and of addltxonal :md.;con‘f rrmmr)

A A.rcn."

_'j ﬂ._desxgnanon of lns child 2{H 'f,.
rast netal Chnuhan\'-h xs i

-~ -either dispensation ‘confested

‘mim’;”he is ¢onsequently \i‘x'hout chm*ch' (
ation :md name

with: ‘pre\'xom':hnow)edae pr 'Lm’orv‘ wabits; a
educutwn, for:th waterfar blo
blem and: bap!isw for i 0
-add m this'thesireet. nud‘bios{

ouragement;and invitati
discouraging

I ' Spetﬂl{)' wi
nil-ashes: should assum

i Alml«rhty WISt
. _'?'-(Jhnstnmtv at'that ;early tim
‘ ziaasocxatxons and: prepossessions; on'’ comp
‘tions together; I .should™ ‘have been dwpose to

" that the :u-chetype did not answer toits type;. rior . the beilding

: ‘lf‘;» corresPond with the: -scaffolding;\had: bnpusm been:wantinr jn: the
" new dispeusation, as the pledge: (}‘f covenant mércips to’ ‘the s children

U of the faithful : and I must yet-go further; and say, that if this View |
- be'corréct, soL prepared was the mind of the Lhurclx for* this; sub- -
as'the lnmatorv B ledbe of

stitution of one'sacrament for the other, z

. I eovénabt bleasmrrs to the
o tionTof: b'xptum'r children;-

S bnptxze all nations,

children, as to render tlie explicit men:

it-would haye Jeen: asunnecessary to Ay,

~this"baptism-to- lufants, a's af'the.i institution of the other
it would have been an:
—_— 44

do' not you: only receive this in- ‘remembrance_of- me,_bnt let)'onr
- women'Teceive it also " \or does it nppear to
g

- : / ', . . Bom. l', ]6‘ . “ ‘.

1 Lukc-l. 59, acd oo N

o Abl"lh*tm, nml - to his scod aftcr hmb- '

,same acccl)tance—f n the'former the- fuith of  thé - Church ‘has ea- o
i “the T'ﬂxful LY tlxe latter the _

. ‘ firomises, as. g mcmbcr of .
- Chirist, the dnld of:God, ind the mhcntor of thc ngdom‘ of hm-: ‘

e VEE'tzﬁm. f:‘cel" -th

: 15 be-
S 0¥ ou~chold “of - God 3 for thhout thL

' plv‘&ve of. Lhurch-membelslnp, ihicli shic mltxator" sacraments- of
; are,;no. vmble c'mrch ﬂc‘cuowicd"e: ‘-

‘in the ' final comrission to teach and -
s-.holly saperfluous ; that in. thethen prepared.

7 state of the. Christian ‘'mind for.Abis. apphcatxon of thc ordinance” -
.. to chxldren,

———

admxm:ter

uxc:ament"
uuuecessary announcemént “to” have said:

me, that !hc gen- :

cra.l cust bm of thc (_bnrch for ceg\nnes mus'toa u,e
| of mercy 1o m‘s':mts, would ever: have iboey «-xther ln! ‘p%
guestioned; bxd not decliningdoctrine and declinin i
‘it Necessary to- contradict the doctrine; ‘or couuterac:
“ﬁufnnvba;ﬂmnrmﬂzer—‘nmes—wmwv'hmty AUEmHT T

tbe
the mischiefs asising from the abuse of the' pncnsc m e

the*ema
Sotlie; m h.Q
o' aboligh. ‘1o
&dl‘linl istra

" laxity of a mere: Lhn»tmu profession; having: indaoced s
latter times; 20 innevate rather than o reform afid to
prmle«e rattier thag” to corxect ﬂnc smdal of m undue
uon of xt.—-L'u.r.‘a' - g A

Mr Ed:.or R P
AN exct-l!c'rt velnm h'xs Jmt made it3 3
adce fFo:n tbo ab!e pea of . th Jev. Mickze] Russel, I;L })
“ Contaits dxscoumes on'tae .‘m:mmm, and'the” daclrine’ in_aﬁ,;
“Justifeation by “Faith; andon ihe hixtorical evidence for by gog

-talzc Inslitutioa of K mscuﬁac_./_.' and 1o the ¢ opinion of your ez

‘pondent, is worthy o the atteiitive pernsal of every Can:chm”
he faikxmus is a0 eXtriet from the‘discotrse-on Justifie
f'mt”

"By pivirgit a plice in-Your: p.'-,.er, shculd it
wou mﬁ eﬁhgé your. friend .

ol -Axmtb revil ans_ug fm"t the pmchce of. nnplymfr to,C't;rm;;
m modera times ‘expressions which were Suzcested by the pcaz;,_;.
“sitzation of the eririnal :meindiersof e Chur urch; “appears in g
‘aversion entertained” by 2 Yarge ok I cQuDLTIRED o' the
-..so:md ch;mzmdbchne » h:cu ax:z::}‘es conditmns. { sa.msc;
L+ e~ Sach FersonsTepeat inour cars, even to satiety, thial Wezrege
1 d by n~ncc and that 1}0&—.:. on:seius,

L(nmsr, :md that =0 far it isa frez, vnft—thc gifs 0’ .Gcn. wm:n pid
+ hemen-being. v.onld “eithior ‘merit: or pm‘cb"\c :
tellsus; th:n. we are uved by faitii 3 whi e ;mc‘l.o.r

}«xxinc oﬁ'eucn at worlss,
d ¢ nditxon i ;{lra ¢

Go: e! rs,uot'co ; ol
‘présente unfo God: ﬂbcxinxpve ask to b czm:d we- are: nol}:-d i
haryain.] uhcht‘en asmnch as.we <hould “do ‘were we to offr

ed our, prayers, and our ips; s ‘the pureh: k
- thiefoot of tha Eférnal:, According to ' the: most- med :
'.'lhefdﬂtf,-‘a" cvndxtwns are discarded f:mh “and’ coou ot
re. unau\’,,.ihrovm ‘falo. the back’ around “aad all shat 1; ‘L‘;ﬂ'
ed of wman, ‘as the, rcclpxcnl of sa!vatwn, isa bearly befie o
" gift'has been iready bestowed. - Weare told by, c/mtﬂ. o
' “ God nex!hcr Imes por pardom u's. on'accoui of.our:. o m(‘
" kistestimony - biL the belief-of his love,; agd_ ¢ the gi by
- his. '0"6 hasbéstowed, . will givea confideace’ that ‘we mad :
o.hx’u—lhat we are his accepted ones—hu °P
:"-'ch"dren. - Pardon cxuts before the .fajth,: and “only beco . ,ﬂ
. personal feeling b conscquencc of tieing ‘believed: T
“we domot know lhm or are msennb!c 10 n. we are mt{:’;l s
- As far‘as any meanisg can be drawn from. ’udum]c
~wt:anz_j.o,r.om:lmle-fumtﬁ'l-m:m is to Judve ‘of his spm: e
tion; not: by “any ‘correspondence bétween. his. (ha?l‘b :ml o
~.rules of God's law—but by the ardor of his fcclmgS,

- of his aﬂ'ccnom, qnd thc ﬁmum: of hu amuancc. Thu ”""
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:tof Ihcolovy. nnd whtch mnnot fa»l to unhmce thc 1 (‘os el b d SR SRR
'u:;g;“o’f icak persons, who trust less-to- the plajatruths- of the | lbevpbe sevail 2’1-' "Fe' Commxssuon_ - How shall lhey preach except

than to
B ‘:}l:mer times it was customar to teaca, thatif'a man did nat -

Jieve snd act like. aChnshan, he could-not-cater lhe kmadom
#£God:- 1L was generally held, “that if Christ and Tiis y
F"‘““M ane: troth with- greater cmph'ms than another," it was-

the favour- of God, recuncllcd through.the mediation“ofthe -

t
::;ce isto be obtsined by reposing. faith- “inhis Guspel,-and: by
wiking in his commandments : and it.was thought.that the' duty

dma conusls not-only in loving God,:
,;u‘lnnn" forgiveness,: ‘and’ sohcxtmo'mcrcy' , -Thcse plam max-
imsare now . allackcd by a’ conlemphblc spec;cs of- sophlslry,
Jraun from 2 pcrvcrslon of the apostnhcllan«'uav 3
..« canaot hetter expose: the absurdity and dange
(glh ‘sud ohedience as comhhms of. s‘;lvalwn, than by’
ssefrom the famous Mri Hall, ‘one of the: ‘ablest - prcach
,gd fost ardent Christians- uflhc prc~cnl§id1y
he, ¢ to spe'\k'fof conditions of. salvalion. the ar aathor is accuscd

Slh
cfcmployuw anti-evangelical !_:gpﬂ! i
mdww Téudiy- mnnnalcd;.
A=lvation or wards of similar xmporl,are emplnvcd ‘he . wi bes

1xonce fnrall to be undcrslond, ‘that hc ulu:m da:claum /

1 L
hcn lbus deﬁncd to deny.th'\t thére:are conditions,
18- »n_olymcrclv 10" npp’rmch tv(»—r’&ntmumnmsm it

suctions of revelation, of all the. prmcsplcs f moral gover
Lat the- idea. quondtlio"' a mc‘nircu
by steau!y—rcje c
tsworst of heresies: mll;have nnt, fnrther 10 ""eman\d That re
potance, | fauty and their frmls ina haiv Tife, supp
cr)nl" ued arc c; ¢ ual pr ’req clernalhap pmes:, 19ndoc—
: am.in- cver,yfgpazg of revelation
s we, in defcreuce tothe propagators of an e',udcmu' ‘pes;

be boind 1o’ express: eehle:ci
b hich-one word

\aad others of similar. import have een
; ‘has contributed more than 'a hllle
‘pmdu'w p&mlencc. ' v 1
ried by its ; appropria ! te. pcactr. |
eqaisile to perceive; that Antinomianism is the’ epxdumc m-\la-

o

f%div malignity £ it i3 qualitied fo
ies which- mwhtsccm to,render.
15 valzarity of conception,

L’“""ed Opposllwn to such a svstem UGS

S ~.

DIVNE CO\IMISQIOY OF THE 1

:‘:hc dxscovcnei of the Gnspel ate of; D'vmc Revela!com—so
Preachxuo of thc ‘word and the au'umx:lmnou of (hc

the exposition. which is rgiven them by hold theorists. |

‘1. and the. powero.prcjudxce, aad yle perhnacny of party feelmg, :

but” yn hu fcarmv hlm. |

‘For presuming.’ O

and. Smpl(‘wl‘c of . his or- '

e T Goa it must cnnlmue to the. cnd o{ the worid, or cease to ke the
& f;JChurc?x of thetiviag God. 'For,. wisite f2ith. sha'l continue to’
,(}'e csscnce of rel cmn, it rm.s. be den cd from i}‘e same wurc _

of the prcsent aud that it.is an:evil of -zigantie size’ and “1.
mtsi:lueT bv lhc vc:y prq?er- N
-only an Oh_;ecl of “contempl— -
lmln its pauclly ofideas;its delcrmmed ho;-,,;_ _
o tasle.‘ﬂcnence and, lelterq. Itincludes within.a'compass ‘|
which everyhead  can contain), and every tongue can utler, 3sys-
ﬂce::;‘t;h cancels every. ‘moral tic, consigns the whole. lmman"i
e rains c:_:tlremcs of presumplion or despair, erectsreligipn on.
Powers of 1 morality, and imparts to-the dregs of stupidity. “all_the- |
sof the most active. poison.- The aulhcr will ever feel him-
houo-ed by whatever censures he may m‘{bruuvh hls de-,’, T

o .—{Tx!us

. \'Isn,u

y O this point, bat Tittle, would bc requ-red t""'be satd ywas it
./not for the operation of those dissénlions and divisions ia Chris- -
hanlly.whxch by lenzth of time; and:established habits of thought.

\aw_ may add, the apathy and indifference of 2n unbehevmw age:: ,
;'_.-‘}l‘avc fulfilled the predictions of the: author and. finisher- of our S
*faith, defaced the beauty and mnphcll\' of lhe Gospcl and~cut the :
~nerves of revealed religiop. "o

o Yetymy. hearcrs, in this, as'tn, all olhers, lhe appmntmenls of
,‘_bc«'l“eﬂ for vurgoud, God hath-not-lefthimself without ;witness,
~-of placed his. creatures under, any necesiity, of erring’ fdom his
“-way; or/of defenlmo' lhe camforl and assarance denved from". lhe
- Gospel, by.  reason of um:erlamty in the administration .of::the .
word of his truth,.and the means of bis zrace..” By an undeniable
pomLmn.nl of the first preachers of . (he ‘Gospel,: eertainly and
“assurance were given o the .first ‘converts ,to. Christianity, " that
- their faith was 001 built oo arunnmo‘b'dcnsed fable, the comtri=" " .~ .
ﬁvance of-human wisdom, but on the power of God, certified. to
“their'senses hy the mighty powcr “of the. Haly - Gaoe!. - On - MHis
foundation the Church of Christ is built ap, and.on this, founda-

shall’ cunlmu supreme for'the” dipcrtica !

concerns, it must be. cerlupd to-his. st.u.ea, as Ahe sla'\dar ofall
duty; of all hope; and, while it shell, conl nue to be preacued
'l nations for. the ohe.ize ce of fa.lb it mous “be arcompamed

is:inseparable
elieved;

operalmnnnd Dn
'.he revelahon Hsed i, bn

e
When Vespasianhad. rewned 1en  years; 5
the' Emp:re e the sncond ear of: w;;b{; .rex
' -of twelv

two ycars ‘and-two months, his bf ,
“rial rown. In the fourth year of the reigu of Dormtlan, A_

‘the first Bishop of” Alexandrm‘(tmmng ‘continued  there 1w
~ thirly, years) died, after whom succeed: Ammcs.—-lb. .
was crowaed in 8fand Domitian in -83.. Amanus'd_xcd-

“in 67 5 from which deduct 3¢, and it !eaves 5:;, lhc vear of h's
- consecranon to lhe Se2 of }\!exandna] ST e

S IXNOCENTS. (Dccember ss) ;
.——T‘lcse were l!'ev who suffered. death under the cruel Jcrce of ,
‘Hercd; whothought' by a general slaughter of : young. thdren;j"
" to have a.cc_pmphsbcd the death ‘of the infant Jesve. , They areso’.
“ealled from the Latin term innocenies or innocent,. barm:ess “babes.
altogether incapable of defending themselves from the: inalice. Oft: SRR
*their inhuman pro:ecutors. The celebration of the marh:dom of - .

lbese mnocen!s are very :mcxent —«Vword's .ﬂmanat.
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yas

“of Mosurin’s ]
e ",. mnon ofthe Bnghsh and Galtican Churches in 1718,

< Ooncludcd from last tcck. g
Conoemm, the iiiitb Irhcle the doctor obserra, 5

wt.l beno dxspute, slnee mny -divines of both ‘cOMMUDIenSs, embnce L
'in that article,”. viz. d4al works done before "}

 tize doctrine containe

- He indeed thinks it ‘very.
3 'ii'esmfnl.whxch ‘have not'the grace of Christ for their source ; ;" but

' asa ‘térm of fraternal commumon

. E -ﬁ
 On the-xivth article relating to'v woras ‘o .lptr(ro.;'diwn,

doubtedly oneof the most abenrd and pernicious: doctrines of the .
. Romish Church, Dr. Du Pin observes; that ¢ wrorks.of s supererogae. .
" tion, mean only “works’ ‘conducive to: ‘salvation;  which are not;‘,.:" 3
‘of caunsel.only:; that the word ‘beiig |-
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pemmmn o

As the whole transaction at Beth-el was miraculous, we’can ‘

easily conceive that God could communicate himself to the Patri-
arch ina dream, but surely we are Dot tobe compelled to believe,
even if our incredulity should endanger a beloved nétion, that he
- repented of alife of prior iniquity in his sLeep, that he experi-
enced that godly sorrow for sin which _Worketh repentance unto
salvation not to be repented of while his ficulties were locked in

slumber, or enwranced in heavenly vision, and that finally, he

AWOKE JUSTIFIED !! - .

Without denying that men in particular cases tmay know the
time when they first became the subjects of religious impressions,
that they may specify with some degTee of accuracy the timo when
by the grace of God, they  ceased to do evil and learned to do
well,”” may we not deplore, as in the case above, that men for the
sake of some darling theory, should press the word of God into
their service af all hazards, « wrest it to their own destruction,”
and not on'y so, but endanger the salvation of those who hear
them ? How deplorable is 1t to see that Book which should be
the bond of union turned by every teeming fancy into the very
rallying point of division,and that Which declares ® one Lord, one
Zaitk, onc Baplism,” forced in apite of truth and in spite of com-
mon sense, to support the baseless ¥isions of every self-conceited
enthusiast —While Christians leave the “ 0ld Paths,” and fight
and quarrel about new divcoreries, and quote the Bible to prove
that all before them, Apostles and Martyrs and all have walked in
the read to hiell ; the infidel s'ands by the while and: smiles, and
in the venon of these unholy animosities he dips bis arrows aud
suatters among the mingled combatants indiseriminately desolation
and death.  Jf St. Paul was moved when he sew one city only
piven to idelatry,what Christian ¢a0 2void feeling intensely the same
senusations when he sees almost the Whole Christisn world desola-
ted Ly an cvil more deadly than the superstition of others, where
the ido! worshipped is a new fangled system, the high priest,—self,
and the sacrifice peace, wniiv, and I've the very esscaticls of our
Eoly reliyicu—And surely it is 12 duty of every humble and
rational Leliever to expose, as he has opportunity, the presumption,
and above ail, the danger of moulding the Wara of God to party
and selish ends, of teaching for sound doewrive what the apostles
of Jesus never heard of, aad by stirting up to greundless fears, and
.ezciting to the more than useless rescarch sfter the day and hour
of ¢-uversion, of depriviyg eincere though weak belicvers of the
cousviations of religion.

If tiie perusal of the above imperfect strictures upon a very im-
portant subjcet sbould place ‘only oue individval more upon bis
guard when he hears the Scriptures boldly adduced as undoubted
procf of party doctrines, and be instrumental in exciting but one
« tn prove all things, and to hold fast that which is good,” the
Writer will deem kimself aburdantly rewarded. .

AUDITOR.

SHVEIA LA LR IR LA va Ve SRS

1) THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

T was sorry to find by o paragraph in the 30th No.
of the Sentincl, taken from the London Standard, that infidelity
Yad again raised its demon head, aud that it s now stalking
through the land so openly, that the Society for Promoting Chris-
t:an Knewledge has felt itseif called upon to make ap appeal to
ail true Christians for centributions, to enable them to reprint
larce editions of books and tracts adapted to existing circum-
stances, in order to counteract these dreadful doctrines. From

“the contributions already received, (£1367 115.) we see that the
r~lizions part of the community are not backward in advaneing
tiie = good cause,” and itis to he hoped that these excellent pub~
lications, threugh the b}essing of God, may be the means of stop-
pirg the mouth of the infidel and bizsphemer.

1t is really a matter of great surprise to me, how men whohave
the smallest pretensions to education and research, Sif there are
indeed any such-amoeng them) can be so ignorant of the writings
of many of our best authors, as to deny, or €v€nqoestion what has-

“Been so ably diseussed and clearly proved over aud over again,
by the ficst men of the age—1I meap the authenticity of the Holy
scriplures.

Yev. Sir,

In fact, from a candid consideration of the character and habit?
of very mauy who profess unbelief and call themdetves fre”
thinkers,’ the greater number will probably be found to have o
ceived themselves, or to bearting a part to deceive others. Te!
characters area compoun_d of licentiousness, ignorance an Mt
nity 3 theyare quite profligate enough to wisk to be inﬁdel!,:&’_
iguorant however to be so from conviction, and nevertheless
ficiently vain to wish to dppear to be unhelievers, because !
think a profession ‘of unbelief supposes an understanding abo¥®
the common level. The doubis of these men are those of HeeP”
tiousness, not of unbelief; it is their licentiousness which
caused their doubts, and not their doubts that gave rise.
their licentiousness, it is to their passions and not to their doub! f
that they are in bondage : they attack religien because its awi®
truths sfand opposed to their vicious indulgencies: they bas®
neither investigated the alleged difficulties, nor the strong and 82~
tisfactory proofs of religion: in fact they hate it, for howis, '
possible for them to love their own condemnation ?

In order to check the rise and progress of such a class of mer
we ought to shun and despiie them ; by that means they will
deprived of the deplorable glory after which they seek ; from the
momeat they are despised and avoided, unbelief will be more rar®
among us; and the tame vanity which prompts them to avo¥
their scepticism, will soon induce them to conceal it, when 11
piety shall meet with the diszrace which it merits.

Asto the writings of those men, who have endeavored to ove’
tura the foundation of our faith, aud who deny salvation, and the
promises made to our forefathers—they have all Leen ably 38”
swered and refuted; the Dumerous objections® contained.in the™
against Christianity removed, and the contradictory doctrinest.
proposcd by the most eminent opposers of revelation in urder _“;
evade the reception of the Scriptures es a standard of beli€
 pointed out.” The absurdity of their notions is well expo
in the following competdium executed by the author of the
“ Convoisscar” (one of those numerous ecofleclicns of periodicd
essays, which refiect so rmuch honer oa British literature) s 9b¢
has thrown togzether a few ™ of the principal tencts held by fre€”
thinkers under the title of

« The Unbslievers Creed.”

[ Lelieve that there is vo God, but that matter is God, and
God is matter ; and that it is no matter whether there is a GO
or ne.

« 1 believe that the world was not made s that the world mad®
itself; and that it had no begiuning ¢ thatit will last for eve’
world without end. d

« | helieve that man is a beast ¢ that the soul is the hody, an¢
that the body is the souls aod that sfter death there is neithef
body nor soul. ' } ‘

“«] beliete that there is no religion: that natural religion is the
ooy religion, aud that ali religion is upaatural. i
st I believe not in Moses ; 1 beiieve in the First Philosophy ¢

o

¢ The late excellent pisbop Horne, apwards of forty years ago, "}‘"2
speaking of _the disingenuity of infidels in bringing forward objectious aygaind
the Scriptures has the following remarks : —« Many and painful are the r¢”
gearches usuolly necessary to ha made, for settling points of this kind, Fert”
ness and ignorance may ask a question in three lines, which . will. cost leﬂf‘"e
ing and ingenuity thirty pages to answer. Whea 'this is dome, the 3™
question shall be triumpitantly asked agaio the next year, as if nothing h "
ever been written upon the sulyect. And as people in general, for one¢ rea ¢
son or other like sbort ebjections better than long answers, in this mod "d
disputation (if it can be atyled sych) the odds must ever be ngainst, us * ané,
we must be content with those of our friends, whko have lionesty aod e!\'ld’
tion, candour and patience to study botb sides of the question.”'~—Letter? omn
Infidelity, page 82- . .

4 A work haslately appeared entitled * Difficulties of Infidelity”’ by G:
S. Faber, D.D:  Tbe learned suthor has therein most foreibly por
aut the difficulties and contradictions of that system, and cleatly proyed ¢ ,_
they far exceed the alleged difficulties attendant upon Christianity. « Hencer
says he. * results this plain and self-cvident conclusion, that since J7 »
lity is encumbered by more and greater difficulties, than Christionits *:
adopt the Infidel system evinces more credulity than to adopt the CH ¥
system."'~-1 would strongly recommend this work to all young men.
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