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A SKETCIX
OF

THE HISTORY OF THE DOCTRINE OF
ATONEMENT.

DY TIE REV. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE.

(Coneluded from our lust.)

1. In tracing the history of this doctrine,
we hnve seen that it divides itself into three
distinet periods, in cach of which adiflerent
idea has characterized the prevailing and
orthodox theory.  During the first and larg-
est of these periods, this leading idea was
of a conflict between good and evil, and the
death of Christ was a ransom paid to the
powers of darkness to redeem men from
theit dominion. During the sccond period,
the main thought is of & debt whichthe sin-
ner owes to God, which it is impossible for

- him to pay except by the aid of Christ. And

jn the third period, the notion which gives

the celebrity of the University ot Bologna,
aud of the Four Doctors. The eivil and
canon law woere tavght together ai all the
ecclesiastical estublishments. Many dis-
tinguished scholastic theologinns were also
eminent as wrilers on eivil law, and among
them Lanfrane, the teacher of Anselm. Just
at this time appeared the new theory of the
atonement. Is it surprising that it should
partake of the character of thought beleng-
ing to this time, and be founded, not on war-
like, but legal ideas, on the riglts of property
and persons, on the notivn of debt and pay-
ment, on it wrong done to God’s honor by
siny for which a full recompense was to be
demanded 2 Those passages of Seripture
in whieh sin is spoken of as an injury in-
flicted on the Divine chareter, and the
work of Christ as {reeing us from the debt
incurred by disobedience, were now made
the basis of the doctrine.

homan richits in civil as well as in ecclesi-
astical ailairs.  Reform in the ehurch pre-

its character to the doetrine is that of a go- pared the way for reform in politics, and men

vernment, and a neeessity which makes it
impossible to forgive sin, except by such a
display of the Indignation of Gad, as will
prevent the evil consequences which might
otherwise oceur. Accordingto each theory,
Christ dies to satisfy divine justice; but in
the first, this justice has reference to the
rights and lawfual elaims of the devil; in
the second, to the rights and honour of God
himself ; in the third, to the order of the
universe, and the claimsof God’s creatures.
Thero is also a neecessity for Christ’s doath

now began to ask for what purpose was so-
vermnment instituted, and what were the dn-
ties of the governor? The new theory of
the atenement partook of this tendency also,
and was founded upon ideas of government.
TTugo Grotius laid the basis of 1his doctrine
in the neeessity imposed on God, as a ruler,
1o prevent mischiel and preserve order in
his government.  And Iugo Grotns also
was the founder of the rmodern international
law, by his book on ¢ The Luws of War
and Pesoce,” the object of which was to

according 1o’ each theory ; but in-the first, | {62Ch rulers to substitute a sense of justice
this necessity is founded on God’s supposed toward the citizen and regard for the peace

relations’ to the supernatural world §” in'the
second, on lhis relations to himself; in the
third, on his relations to his creatures. Fach
of the theories implies a limitation of the
Divine attributes. In the first, the Divine

of society, Tor caprice and reckless ambi-
tion.

3. Thus we sce that each age has devel-
ored that patticnlar view of the doetrine
which was suited 1o its cireumsiances, and

power is limited by the opposing power of | 0 18 prevailing tone of thought. We are

evil, which is a dualistic view allied tc Ma~
nicheism ; in the second, the Divine geod~
ness is limited by the demands of the Di-
vine justice, which implies a conflict in the
Divine mind ; in the third, the Divine wis-
dom is limited by difficultics inherent in the
government of frec beings.

2. We have before remarked, that the
direetion tuken by the theory of the atone-

not, however, to infer that these thesries are
merely arbilrary speculations, wholly des-

to lie in their one~sideduness. In their logi-
cal form they are all probably false, yet
each may contain its leaven of truth. Thus
the fantastic and mythical doctrine of a
conflict with the devil, may be founded in
veality. As long as the origin of ewil re-

nagural world, beyond the sphese of human
expericnee, comes at last into the region of
humai jdeas and relations.  Reginning in
a {antastic tealm of images, and passing
through a metaphysical world of abstruc-
tions, it enters at last the domain of spirtual
experience. Iis cowrze is not yet ended,
nor has it as yet taken its complete and per~
feet form, in which it can satisfy the de-.
mands both of the reason and of the reli-
gious natwre.  But it cannot go back to any
of its previous forms.  Their defeets having
been onee fally seen, the possibility of their
recovering their fornter influence is forever
prevented. The course of this doctrine, like
that of all theology, is forward, tending to-
ward the time which shall see realized the
larmonious union of reason and revelation,
of Taith and works,of the supernatual and the
uatarad, of the spirit and the vuderstanding,
of the faith of the heart and the faith of e

With the Reformation eame new ideas of | intellect.

NOTE.

The sketch of the history of the Atonement,
contained in the foregoing tract, is vomfined 1o
the three great forms which the doctrine has ta-
kew in the church, and does not undertake to
treat of more recent developments. Tt may,
however, be safely said, that the ancient and
Orthodox form of 1he Government is now seldom
received or taught by those who consider them-
selves the most Orthodox. The object of the
death of Christ is now said to be, not the satis-
faction of Divine Justice, hut the exercise of a
noral influence on the human mind.  Christ did
not die in order to appense the wrath of God, nor
to pay the debt of obedience due to the Deity,
but to manifest the evil of sin, and a0 to impress
the human mind as to make it safs for Cod to
pardon. ~He died then to reconcile man te God ;
not (o yeconcile God to man. = Although the
more Orthodoz language is continually used, yet
if we look through it, we see that this is the mean-
ing really intended.

Ore or two instances will be given, in order to
ilustrate the truth of these remarks.  These in-
stances will be taken from books, the professed
object of which is to teach the Orthodox theory

titute of reality and truth. ‘Their efror secis of the Atonement, in opposition to the Unitarjan

theory.

Onr first extract is from Arclibishop M‘Gee,
ond is iaken from his large work on the Atone-
ment. This book throughout is a violent polemic
against Unitarianism, and the aathor evidently
regards himself as highly Orthodox. Butin his
statement of the dectrine he virtually surrenders

. . . mains unexplained, so long evil must appear | the Orthodox view, and makes the Atonement
Y OO o s00 | - - i R N

ment during each period secmed detennin- | o intellect a hostile power contending

ed in some degree by the prevailing ideas of o

the time, and the tendency of the age. The
first theory was warlike ; the second, legal
the third, governmental. It was natnral
during those terible eenturies in which the

church was exposed 10 so many forms of
ountward evil, that the theory of redemption ;

> 1 ithe progress of lumanity.,
should assume the form of a conflict with o8 3
outward evil, and a victory over the Prince
of darkness. It was an age in which per-

secations tormented the Clristinn church,

in whieh the Emperors of the world seemed
to rival the Evil One in atrocious wicked-
ness; in which the legions of the empire’
bound with their iron chain the whole earth

in military subjection.

dreadful inroads of the barbariaus, the de-
structive famines, and awful pestilences i ;

p S <7 I separate him from the s r.
which were thonght to have constmed in a | SCPM* o D

few years half of the human vace throngh-

out the civilized world. What wonder that

with God.

from1 sin.

only & manifestation, or o declaratory aet on the

Only by self-sacrifice and will | part of God.
ing endurance can we redeem ourselves
and others from its slavery, and lead capti- | examined the truc import of the term in Serip-
vity captive. The suflerings of the good, | ture ! en il !
and the death of martyrs, is the necessary | $ i Seriptare language, implies golely this,—
price which must be paid in order o seenre C:" ’Eﬂcr}‘ﬁc‘" wisely and graciously appointed by
, Thispricg | Coly e ot osernarl e warld, o vy
> e Py e " . [ . 1=3 = i b N . 4 :
gil:::lb‘)‘-'l'g)x‘l?(tlllgl;‘.ol\l\l'zr(c‘)ltglzz’i]m ]Se;)d(:\llj:lc} lt‘;]‘g;g the punishinent of it frow the offender?  To ask
= . A N 8 why God should have appointed this particular
is a truth in U“? {d‘ﬂ‘ﬁ_ of an alonement to be mode, or in what way it can avert the punish-
made to the Divine justice. The justice of
God is his holiness as displayed in aclion.
If God has a moral character, it must make
him, not ouly Ly }‘li;; wi}ll, but also by the | cation, such matters cannot be a subject of in-
1 very unecessity of his holy nature, averse ] quiry.”
Then came the ] 'I‘h)ere is then, 2 law of the Die
vine nature, which scems necessarily to

“ Had they (the oljectors) more accurately

ture use, they would have seen that a sacrifice for

ment ol sin, is to take us back to the general point
at jssue with the Deist.  With the Christian,
who adwmits redemption under any modifi-

“ But even to our imperfect apprehension,
some crrenmstances of natural connection and

God is se-|fitness may be pointed ont. The whole may be
parated from the siuner by the necessity of | considered as a sensible and striking representa-
his nature, no less than the sinner from God | tion of a punishment, whicl the-sinner was con-

> ' &80 by the voluntary act of disobedience. The | S¢10us he deserved from God's justice : and then
redemption from outward evil and sl Y. M bedience.  The

should seem to be the chief work of Christ,

: . - S Imove the obstacle to reconciliation on th
and the passages of Seripture which indil reconciliation on the

cale a conflict with evil be taken as the
basis of the theory of redemption ?

But when a_thousand years had passed,
these tumults had gone by. The barbarous
nations having conquered every part of the
Roman empire, had been converted to
Christianity, and became fixed in their new
homes. The tide of Mahommedan conguest,
checked at the Pyrenees, had begun per-
manently 1o recede before the deeper life of
Christendom. The conquerors of Rome,
feeling their want of better institutions, ac-
cepted her splendid code of Jaws, and be-
gan o modify and apply them to their own
Hence the “study of Roman Law
sprangr up suddenly in the twellth century,
and appeared in new glory. Thousands of
studems crowded the universities, attracted
by the fame of greut jurists. We read of

5

of God.
the sinner penitent § the second, by muking
him holy. ~ When peaitent, he is reconciled
to Godj when holy, God is reconciled to
him. A similar truth may be detected in
the theory of Grotus. But the error in all
these syslems is to make that a limitation
of God’s will, which is in reality a manifes-
tation of his nature.

. % Nor are we to suppose that this succes-
sion of theories is merely a change from one
arror to another, merely a substitution of one
defective statement in the place of another
as defective. - There has been not only
change Dbut progress. Through the whole
history of the doctrine we see a steady ad-
vance of thought, and what each age las
gained, that it retains.  The doctrine be-
ginningat first as a transaction in the super-

work of Christ therefore was not only to re-| %" the part of Ged, it becomes a publie declara-

tion of his koly displeasire ngainst sin, and of

. h . his merciful compassion for the sinner: and on
side of'thg‘sml_mr, but also that on the side | 11, part of the oflender, when offered by him or
The first, he removes by making

for him, it implics a sincere confession of guilt,
and a hearty desire of obuining pardon: and
upon the due performance of thisservice, the sin-
ner js pardoned, and escupes the penalty of his
transgression,”

# This we shall find agreeable to the nature of
a sacrifice for sin, aglaid down in the Old Testa-
ment. Now is there anything in this degrading
to the ‘honour of Gad, or in the smallest degree
inconsistent with the dictates of natural reason 1
And in this view, what is there in the dent) of
Christ, as n sacrifice for the sins of mankind, that
may not, in g eertain degree, be embraced by our
natural netions?  For aceording to the explana-
tion just given, is it not a declaration to the
whole world of the greatness of their sins, and of
the proportionate merey and compassion of God,
who had ordained this method,whereby,in a man-
fer consistent with his other attributes, his fallen
creatures might again be taken inte his fevour, an

their making themselves parties in this great sn-
crifice ; that ig, on their complying with those
conditions, which, on the reeeived notions of sa-
crifice, would render them parties in this; name-
ly,an adequate couviction of guilt, a proportion-
ate sense of God's love, and a firm determination
with an himnble frith in the sufliciency of this s~
crifice, to endeavour after a life of amendient in
obedience 1 ‘Thus much falls within the reach of
our compreliension on this mysterious subject.
Whether in the expanded range of God’s moral
governmiend somne other emt may not be hch! in
view, in the deatly of his only begotten Son, it is
not fiur ua 1o inguire; nor does it concern us to
kuow. What God las been pleased to reveal, it
is alone our duty to believe."—JIGee on Atone~
ment, page B0, Appletor's edition. '

On examining this statement, it is apparen
that-—

I. M¢Gee givesup the necessity of Atonement.
Ile calls it an appointment ; that is, something
which results from the clioice of the divine will
not the necessity of Gol’s nature. e even goes
farther, and denies that we have any right to en-
tertain the inquiries which alone can show it to
be neeessary. ¢ Why God has appointed this
wade, or in what way it can avert the punish-
ment of sin,” ke says, ““cannot be a subject of
inquiry » with the Christian.

2. M*Gee malkes the ntoning sacrifice a mere
declurntory act on the part of God. It is merely
teaching. Ciod expresses by it his displeasure
against sin, aad his compassion for the sinner.
It is designed then to a¢t on the human mind
nlone, 1t as rothtng to do in relation to God.
It is to remove a diflicelty existing in the
hurran mind, not one which exists in the divine
ntind,

3, MfGee asserts that this view is the only
view we hiave a right to take of the Atonement.
No othier end but that of a declaration, he says,
has been revealed.  The OrthodoX view, there-
fore, whiell makes the death of Christ not n nere
decluration of God's feelings, but the actual pay-
ment of a sinner’s transgression,—this, M:Gee
maintains, is not revealed, and it is not our duty
to helieve it. «Jtis not for us to inquire, nor
does it in any way coneern us to know.”

Our next reference is to the views of the
Atonement expressed by that popular and excel-
lent writer, Jacob Abbott, in his book called
“The Corner Stone,”

Mr. Abbout illustrates his view of the natare
of the Atonement by a story of some school-boys,
one of whom has thrown away his companion’s
cap into the snow. 'Ihe master perceives that
the boy is penitent,and sceordingly forgives hini.
But, snys Mr. Abbott, if the mualter were left
here, it “ would bring down the standard of jus-
tice and kindness among the boys.”” The mag-
ter accordingly gocs out intothe cold and snow
hiwself, to find the lost cap, and brings it back
witl him. . And when the boys saw him return-
ing, «there was not one whose heart was not
full of nflection and gratitnde toward the teacher,
und of displensure at the sin.” .

“Such a case,” adds Mr. Abbott, «is anaola-
gous in muany respeets to the measures God has
adopted to muke the forgivencss of human guilt
safe.” Heindeed adds, in another place, that no
huan transaction ean be entirely analagous to
the great plan of redeeming man from sin and
misery by the sufferings and death of Jesus
Christ. Vet as the only view which he presents
of the nature of the Atonement has reference ex-
clusively to its influence on the human mind, we
may take it for granted that this is with him the.
essential feature ofthe transaction.

But how far this is from the Osthodox view of
satisfaction! It is the theory of Girotius, not of
Anselm.  The denth of Christ is not a debt paid
to God, but an influence exerted on the world to
to maintain the dignity of the law. .

Another examnple of the way in which modern
Orthodoxy departs from the ancient theory of
Atonement may be found in a book, which has
been widely cireulated among the Orthodox in
thig country, called * {'he Philosophy of the Plan
of Salvarion.”

T'he author of thia' baok contends, that man
can only be made to love another being by secing
that being making self-denial and enduring sor-
row for his sake. ‘I'he abject of the denth of
Christ was to awaken this aflectionate gratitudo
in the human heart toward Christ and God.

As our object is not to eriticise this work, we paga
by the enormous pyschologieal error of declaring -
that love ean be produced only by the sight of
self-denial in a bencfactor. We merely call at-
tention to the fct, that here, as in the other in-
stances referred to, the objeer of the death of
Christ is to remove n diffienlty in the human
mind, not one 1 nthe divine mind. Iis neeessity
arises from the lawa of human nature, not from
the laws of the divine nature. ‘I'ne death of
Christ is necessary, hecause men eannot other—
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wise love; not because God cannot otherwise

: fession and Catechisms as models of a per-
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Qur last estract, to show the altered views of fect ﬁ\fth to the Lc('orme_m of the .Gcrman gmpﬁh :\\hlch h‘.ul npp??red in the I\e‘z‘v' ‘Yo ¢

modern Orthodoxy concerning this doctrine, shafl | Catholic Church.  And in connection, too, | Christian Inguirer. The celebrated ¢ Theo-

S he taken frow @ laie number of the « New Fing- | with the scrutiny of the stones of the temple of | logical Seminary » referred to, is that at

v mider,” an Orthodox periodical, published at ) .

B Wew Ilaven Orthodoxy, learned Professors of that ilk can | Andover :—

; ** The system of truth, so denominated, is in- | now boldly affiem that ¢ God is not honoured « UNtTARIANIsM.—The Christinn Inquirer, a
by an unintelligent adherence to time- | Unitarian paper recently established in the city

be seen that it is mainly a comment on a para-

i
L
3
:
il

]
. ded what it was ia substance, but not in form.
; - "
The science of theology bas made great advan- . - . T
LS . , N a rinl fr 3 S~
ces since the Unitarian controversy began, and honoured dogmas.”>  And, again, when Or- |of NE‘W York, ceples an CUHO_“'\I ﬂom. ‘h‘: Pf"
was nearly concluded in this coantry. New |thodox Profussors evince a disinclination 1o | byterian, veferringto the decline ofUmmr:nmsm,
bl huosies have made hin i | Keep pace it the progress of the age, we | #79 decompanies it Wil commente, o ree
hyseh & as s¢ doctrine , . N s to the comments chiefly with a view of copying
O.thodox, from swhich, owing to bungling ex- | Beat of them vacating their chairs to make d l{. llowing preana ty aragrap] pying
: P ; » follo aph.,
planations, the common sense of Unitarians re- |room for those who will. The venerasle Dr. ":‘ ‘OU i g pregnan pi: ve 3' lecli -
velted. Some objections to their restoration have | 1y . . ¢ Unitarianism is not on the decline. e
i alzo been removed by the comparatively light es- Waods, 0? Andover, in '-hc_U'“th States, has | panifustations of her influence are somewhat
: timation in which the Orthodox have come to | 1ately resigned, and the current report among | ehanged.  Orthodoxy has relented. Mild and
hold the philosophy of dogmatic theology. 1Ty- | all parties is that this was the cause. All this f"“s"]'”!bl"c"']e‘."s. of Cl'l“?z‘“"”-"l ‘l“;c "‘;‘El"l be
potheses relating to the mode of divine existence : L ominens . . eard n GCalvinistic palpis, and liberal Chiristi-
; 1o the origin of evil, to the Atenement, to regee lfords cv'\dence Ominous evidence t]‘mt anity is doing her work under other names, and
! netation, and the petare of human depravity, de- Orthodoxy is undergoing an important modifi- { with more efficiency than ever. We cnre not
signed to make these doctrines clear to reason, | cation. h]ow] sluon (h'u dcnonnﬂ'zgmln 1;4 disbim:lexl \]vhcn
buat adapted more or less to obscure them, are . . ., | tie holy war isover. rthodoxy throws down
) new recognized by the Orihodox ns mere philo- Asa farther proof of the rzomt before us, we her armsand quietly and unconscionsly turns her
. rophical specalations, and not as matters of faith, | Would adduce the fact thal in the early partof | face and fights on onr side, we are willing to
: All that is cssgzminl, 1('0;- example, 1\0 Orthodoxy, | the present year, the Rev. Charles Beecher, o ﬁ”’l‘;l‘;,"fig“:gé o‘:;‘; :Iliol “cjl“;im(‘}t} O‘KF‘E‘IWOC}I‘-
in respect to the vilnl doetrine of Atonement, is, Prosbyiert . cn d %, ¢ tide o tristinn
] . Preshytertan Cleroym son of the - : :
that we should aseribe the salvation of man to by syman, . well- | iruh has risen about us, and our rock is sub-
samething which Christ has secomplished by his known Dr. Beecher, preached a discourse at |merged: not broken, abraded, or sank. If
incarnation and sufferings, and without which [the dedication of a Presbylerian Church at ;UE“'“““"""" 15;‘ ll'{ﬂﬂlcss Sthcn}."A“;c shall
salvation wonld be impossible. Whether this | g ot 1 PR egin to mourn that its general principles are
necessity consists in ‘the indispensableness of his Fort 1 ayne, Indiana, in which he. utlers some spreading so fast.  From the general tenor of the
death as a means of ransoming mankind from | VeI plain truths, and spraks quite as unpa- | best Orthodox literature, we are beginning to foel
g Hatan, or of appensing divine anger, or of main- | latably o thie popular taste as the most tho- ll!mr'ou_r ¢ occupation ;s wone ’]; that our* p;“ﬂll'
N taiving the authority of the Lawgiver while the " [YPRCO e e N . inc’ yvicws -are no longer characteristie of na.
: 1.-:nitc=x'1t is pavdoned, or in some other principle, :‘Oll:]l-Uﬂlt-ll‘ldﬂ-' e title of these dedica The great point of difference has generally heen
Urthodoxy requires only that we shonld believe | fory discourses (for there are two of them), is } accounted that which is ereated by our opposite
| in the necessity, and aseribe to Cllrist’s death our | % The Bible a suficient Creed,” and the aim | ¥iews Of the atonement. But a writer in the
' salvation and the glory of it."—XNew Eaglunder, DMethodist Quarlerly Reviews of October, lubours

's to show that sreed systems are pernicious;

. Cete 1815, " with learning, argument and eloguenee, to show
i These instances are specimens of the entire | enslaving lo the mind of man, and unfavora- | that every other view of the a’onewent than that
; alteration which has taken place in modern | ple to the [ree and proper development of the which aseribes to it a moral influence over man

timeg in relation to this doctrine. There are ], . . . ag its essence, is unseriptural, unphilosophical,
; fow anywhere who maintain the theory of the “"”l_of the Blf)'le. Such s the manly and |4nd irrational. And Ovthodox works are_every

entire satisfaction in its ancient rigor. It may | truthfultenor which pervades them, that they | day coming out in opposition 1o the doetrine of
eveir be asserted that 'some modern Orthodox | iave heen printed entire in one of the Boslon viearious punishment. ]Jn.nm'mns‘helmve in the
writers have goue fon jur from the ancient doc- Unitaris . < and - . vicarious sufferings of Christ, not in the techui-
trine, and that there is a meaning and reality in | OMHAUAN Newspapers, and alarge impression | ca), but the only r2al sense of those words, as
it which they fuil of pereeiving. Tt would not be | of them struck offat tha same office for gene- | fully agany Christians.” .
surprising if f}helUﬂ"ll“Y'ﬁ;“ theory Olf ““31 Aone- | ) Qistribution.  We here present our read-] ¢ Itislawful to be taught by an enemy. There
ment, in s further developmenz, shonld accept . . Ca . .

. 'S Wi : is too much trath in the remarck that many, pro-

more of the theary of Auselm than is now gene- | €5 with an G-th(ft fro..'n one of them, ﬂ:ld we [ist Ortlodos ' ittingd 'l'h P
rally received by the graduates of the Calviuistic | ask them to bear in mind as they raad it, that | fessedly Orthodox, are nawittingly aiding the
Theological Schools of New England. the language thereof is that of a Beecher, and | cvuse of Sacinianism. The views of atonement,
thatthe occasion on which it was spoken was i""g'nw in a cclebrated theological fseminary in
the dedication of a Presbylerian Church in New Enzland, but not confined to the region or

. reh with which it isassociated, are in a very
ong of the Western Stales of America 1= Cha N s

T T rat——C———TT
. Norice—Subscribers to the BinLe CURISTIAN in
Great Britain and Ireland will please forward

i the amount of their subscriptions to ths Rev,

.

T

3

4

W
3

Dazid BMagenis, Mount DPollinger, Delfust,

Treland, :

fm———

A4

MONTRUEAL, DECEMBIR, 1816,

PROGRESS OF RIGIT VIEWS.

We do not believe that the most enlighten- | irl erecd on pain of death,

ed friends of Unitarian Christianity lool for
ils very rapid and extensive diffusion as such.

“There is nothing imaginary in the statcmen

a subtler way,

finid in the Bible,or be martyred,

told that he studies under a tremendous pressure
of motive? Ts that freedom ?
wlerewith Christ maketh free?

have studied the Bible to find there the Pontifi-
Was that liberty ?
“Tlence I say that the liberty of apinion in
our T'healogienl Seminaries, is mere form.  To
say nothing of the thumb-serew of criticism, by

Unitarianism is an unpopular faith, and a | Whichevery original mind is tortured into nega-

groat number of persons, although they may

tive propricty, the whele bioasted liberty of the
stndent ennsists in a choice of claims——a chnice

sympathise with Unitarian views, are very |of handenffs—whether he will wear the Preshy-
slow to identify themselves with a denomi- | terianhandeuff, or the Dethedist, Baptist, Epis-

nation cast oul of the pale of popular favour,

Yet, notwithstanding such obstacles, Unitari- {selves dare not sindy their Bibles.

anism, as a syslem, is making a steady and
satisfactory progress.

Unitarians as a denomination.

But the prozress of
right views in Chrislianity is not to he esti-
mated merely by the extent of increase of the
The essential |«
yrinciples of Unitarianism are finding their
way into various bodies of what are styled
Orthodox Christians. A'free and generous spi-
rit of enquiry has been introduced, the resuli of

copal, or other Evangelical handenff, Tlere it
has seeretly come to pass that the ministry them-
Large por-
tions thercof are seldom tnuchedl,
lumber ; or ifthey do stady and searel, they dure
nal show their people what they find lhere.

the mould of age upon them.
: # * = ® #*

“ Thus are the ministry of the Evangelical

ly biuman fear, bat they live, and wmove, and

¢ The liberty
Romn wonld § s
have given that. Every onc of her clerzy might { uncertainly as one that beateth the air, and

Tt lies nseless

There is something criminal in zaging anything
new. Itis shocking to miter words that hiave not

Protestant denomninations, not only formed all NN .
the way up, nnder a tremendous pressure of mere- Mr. Guistiniani, recently a Roman Catholic

breathe, in a state of things radieally corrupt,

slight degree better than Socinianism, and are
t

that the Creed Power is now beginning to pro- unquestionably an advance towards that system.

hibit the Bible, a= really as Rome did, thoush in

During the course of seven years

’T —® ) study the Protestant candidate for the ministry

o %‘ . @T PR scea before Lim an ‘wnanthorized statement i

1 =N O f E : i ent, i cclai s inctive necl
Qf}!}¢ D &16[&’ @Grlf)(l(‘[ 1%y | spiked down_and stereotyped, of what ke wmust | 177 thorongh disclaimer of the distinetive peeu
R e Aud doss any | liarities of Orthodoxy.

one, acquainted with human natare, nced bz | to, do not speedily resume their ‘armonr of preof,

We arc not at all surprised . that Unitarians
should exult in the propagation of such theories.
or that it should hail them as pioneers of a still

If the persons referred

the good old fashioned doctrine of atonement,
they may as well give np the battle.  They fight
while they deny Unitarianism, it, in turn, smiles
on them, as eflicient auxiliaries.”

FARTITER EVIDENCE OF TIIE PRO.
GRESS OF RIGIT VIEWS,

Sinee writing the foregoing article, we
have seen the account of a remarkable and
important religious movement which réccnﬂy
took place in New York. It is the organiza-
tion of a new congregation of Germans, se-
ceders from the Roman Catholic Church,
Stunulaied, no doubt, by the movement
which has recently takea place in their na-
tive country, a large number of the Germans
of New York, in conneclion with the Rev.

priest of the order of St. Francis, were led to

reflect wpon the validity of the claims of

which has been to modify many of the tenets and appealing every hour to every baser element R le . '{n L th cult ha{l cen the complet
P B} of their nature, to shut up the trath and bow the | FOME 3 A0 Lhe TCSWEL HAs D picte
of 1igid Orthedoxy, and open the way for the |ypee to the power of apostacy.” rejection of those claims and many of their

%' adoption of more lib?ml and seriptural views: Reader, we ask thee still {o remember that | 2accompanying doctrines. The new cougre-
i Important modlﬂcmnon's .hm'e taken place | ypoi the testimony of an eminent Trinilarian | gation was organized with great solemnity in
i with rﬂg’f_ﬂ‘d to the ’1 ”"1‘)": total depravity, Clergyman, brought up amongst the people of | the Tabernacle, which was crowded to ex-
: the cternity of punishment, the atoncment, whom he speaks. Is there not leaven of the | cess on the atcasion.

% the value of creeds, &e¢. Professors in right kind there—the leaven of freedom and| We subjoin their declaration of what they
s in Orthodox Colleges can now publish to the trath? Do we not perceive there the pledge {reject, and their confession of what they
i world that “ the different stones inthe temple } o1y jromise of progress? The principle of | adopt—

P of Orthodoxy will be more minulely seruti | 1 Boechor's discourses is just the funda- PRELATATION.

4 . - N H . . » . . .

H nized *? than heretofore, and that it will be| 0o principle which the Unitarians have | We reject the following :—

a “lenefit 2 to have this done. IIalfa cen-
tury ago this temple was thought to be com-

been insisting on ever sinee they assumed the| 1. The doctrine, that the Pope is the visible

floly Seriptures, but rather a contrivance devised
by the Popes for their domincering purposes.

4. We rejeet aurienlar confession. .

5. We renounce the invoeationfof Saints, the
worship of relies and images. “

G- We reject indulgences, fasts, pilgrimages,

tions, which can only lead to an empty self-
righteousness,

7. We reject the doctrine of pnrmatory,

But we freely profess the following well estab-
ished tenets of the Gospel :—

I
Confession of Fuith.

As the general substance of our bLelief we
adopt the following creed :
1. We helieve in God the Father, who through
lis Almighty Word created the world, and rules
it in wisdom, righteousness, and love. We be-
lieve in Jesus Christ our Saviour. We believe in
the IToly Hpirit,a holy universal Christinn chureh,
the forgivenesa of sing, and life everlasting,
Amen. ki
2. Weassign to the church individually the
duty of bringing the import of our faith to a living
Chliristian development ndapted to the times.

3. We allow entire freedom of conscience, the
free investigntion and interpretation of the oly
Seriptures, with no recognized external authority;
we abominate especially all coercion, all hypocrisy
and all lying, and therefore find in the diversity
of views and readings of our doctrinal basis no
geound for division and denunciation. We hold
our creed subject to a deeper serutiny of lloly
Seriptare founded on the devclopment and intlu-
ence of the 1loly Spirit.

4. We acknowledge on the awthority of Ioly
Seripture only two sacraments instituted by
Christ, Baptism and the Supper ; but as Church
institutions in the spirit of 1he Gospel ; Confic-
ination, (reception jnto the congregation by a
confession of faith on arriving at years of discre-
tion ;—the laying on of hands with prayer) die
Busse.  Repentance (prayer for the forgiveness |
of sins ;) der Priesterzicke (ordination ; laying
on of hands with prayer.) Alarriage aud pre-
paration for death (with prayer.)

5. Baptisin shall be administered to Children,
with the expectation that it will be [ollowed by
a ratilication of the Confession of Faith (Contic-
mation) on their arriving at years of diseretion.

6. The Lord’s Supper shull be partaken of by
thie conzregation as it was instituted by Christ,
in both kinds.

7. We recognize marriage as a holy, binding
rite, and tetain for it the Churel’s blessing ; yet
we acknowledge no other conditions and limita-
tions than such as are fixed by the laws of the
State.

8. We believe and declare that it is the first
duty of the Christinn to manifest his faith by
works of Christian love. i

The New York . Speclator, in speaking of
this movement, secems Lo derive salisfaction
from the fact thal the New York German Re-
formers have kept clear of some of the error
ot Ronge and his followers. The principal
charge laid against Ronge is that of an ineli-
nation {o extreme Rationalism. Ifow far
this charge may be well founded, we cannot
undertake positively to say. We have seen
it both asserted and denied.  Under the term
Rationalism, we «nderstand, are included
two or three shades of opinion. Rationalistic
tendencies, we know, are widely spread in
Germany, while, to borrow the language of a
recent writer, “ the adherents of striet ortho-
doxy are, if not extinct, yet few and far
scattered.”” As far as we have been able to
gather fromn the various defached acconunts
which we have seen published, the majority
of Germau Protestants ave to be found occu-
pying a middle position betweenstrict O:tho -
doxy and extreme Rationalism. The opinions
of this majority would correspond in the main
with those of the Unitarian Christians of
Greal Britain, Ireland, and the United States.
We only express the feclings of the Unita-
rians of these conntries, when we say, that
with extreme Rationalism, or thal sysiem
which rejects the supernatural element from
Christianity, we have no sympathy. Yet we
would neither abuse nor denounce its abet-
tors. 1If, in the legitimate exercise of their
right of thought, they have come to such con-
clusions, let God judge them, not us.

The New York Speclalor, however, is
searcely to he relied on in his account of the
opinions of the new congregation, As an
evidence that they have not fallen into some

aitule of u Gt denommton, it stonding n e e of e
As astill farther evidence and illustration of | which may possibly be made by ihe Hierarchy to
what we now refer to—that liberal views of | subject the Free Church again to her yoke.
as high an opinion of i, as had the Tree Christianity are making progress amongOrtho- tlx2£c\1};cc;§li%?':' clllle doclri?e that tbyngl'd:":cl?;\l
. Chureh of Scotland a short time since, when | 1 qenominations; and that they are therefore | elovated dignity abore the 'ﬁ.i{’y',"ifnfl that by vir-
i in’ the simplicity of its confidence in its approximating more closely to Unifarianism, | tee of the same, anthority is given them over
i ‘symbols it forwarded the Westminster Con- we copy the following article from the Pres- &1‘::}:]2;\3 ;l;:::;:m, over the consciences and the
* Dr. Davidson,of the Lancashire Independent Iyterian, a religious paper .rcprcscntiny t]}e 8. We reject the constrained celibacy of the
K £ollege. ) denomination whose nuae il bears, It will|clergy, as an ordinance not founded upon the

R

plete. Half a centwry ago the world of Or-
thodoxy was as well satisfied with it, and had

of the more serions mistakes of their {ellow-
countrymen at homae, he says that they have
made a distinet enunciation of the doctrine of
the Trinity. Bul there is some error here.
We fear he bias read the first article in their
“ Confession  with Trinitarian eycs, else he
would not have made such a statement.
This article is in fact substaniially and almost
literally the same as the 5th article of the
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und all sach hitherto appointed churelt regula- -




THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

3 ¢ Confession ?? issued 'by Ronge and his fol-{tue. It has th(? form bhut it wants the 'l‘ife.l propose to enter. It is very desirable that all E&@KS E:’gﬁ SA&E’
*l YJowers on their sccession from Rome. Here | It may Imyc 9-“?"“{1‘1 beauty, S)'mmctlf.l l:‘{}“ who propose {o enter, should be there at the an- A
é‘ is the 5th-article of their Confession, and we | 577€€, but intrinsically it is a mass of cold life-

T
N s nual commene . se who come later PO Qo 3
. o less stone. No religious body can be said to be ual commeacement Tlfu’e_ - lie ¢, DRYSON'S DOOK-ST ORE,

T ask our readers fto compare it with the Ist in o healthy state unless its members be given must be ready for examination tu the studies ST FRATRDIS TATIED SR
- . ~ . . " P " M LA P AN PN L 5 ‘L st
,\!} article of the New York Germans, and judgo |to serious thought and stated prayer.  The |through which their classes shall have |93 S8a00000 QA VLS e daaslo

L‘ for himself whether there is any thing in | example of our Saviour leaves us no excuse . . .
" P . . o ion this part of duty. And 1l we wonld be his . : _ : FINTE Fntire Works of Wirnnoax Eroony
: - inion of a subslanti: A i L . We are gratified to mark the continned . ‘ - 3
them fo justify the opinion . ubslantinl faithful disciples we must imitate his exam- v are gratilie _\‘ ; Theotogical Cransing, DD iu two volumes.
H - . . i - . U N . N e 3 )
difference between the two bodies on the ple, and nothing appears more prominently in | Prosperity of the DMeadville revlogie: The Fntire Works of the Tev. ORVILLE
doctrine in question:— his character than frequent and carnest prayer | Schiool, believing, as we do, that it is cal- Dewey, D Do, Pastor of the Clurel of the
5. A= the cszentinl contents of gur fuith, we lo‘Cfod. | w‘,ﬂ’ the view M_' cultivating ‘;hcl culated to give etlicient aid to the cause of Messialy, New York, one volume, 8vo. pp.
- lay down the following symbols:— spirit of social devotion, il is suggested tha liberal and seriptural Christianty. ]
. #]1 believe in Giad the Father, who has |meetings should be held for the purposes of any ox e Foun (losreLs.
created the world by his omnipotent word | familiar refigious conversation and devotional [ —— By the Rev- Al AL Livermore.
’,‘,:l,,d,,“ ho governs it in wisdom, justice, and ev{:c (J;Ird[y —TReerettine that much miscon- Vellington ¢nd Father Aulhew.—Y elling- - Tize 1};1? u.\ri }.‘A\nulun-sl ne [{T{‘ r,ns,‘\r.
S . : . 2 : gt e St L ¥ v e 3 e the o ) Caurcsr, Deduced fromthe Sacred Records.
I helieve in Jesug Christ our Saviour, who | eeption and prejudice still exist in the com- ton, the hero of blood, got more than twe B'![”.L et Martines '
is doctrine, his life, and death, hos saved ity i St eishin e viaws of | t1ilions of the national money ; and half the | By Harvict Sartinean.
by his doctrine, his life, and death, hos saved | munity regarding our distinzuishing views of | /! ; Sith il - oo . i
us from bondage and sin, Christinnity, it is suzrested that evam'y proper cities of the emnpire are decorated with pil-1 Ly For pr L’Fenise Univenstite ;g D'
=lddd o ATy . M H BT PR HO A " ) e
« | believe in the working of the Holy Ghost } n0nne S}lt;ll,l(] be recs%rtc-d {o for removing \:x'm and statnes raised to )n_m '\\hxhl ]I\lilg- APRES LES Saivins ]-‘.;m‘; R, Par Dile.
on carth, a holy, universal, Christian Church, | poce” We think that a better acquaintanco Who conld compare a Wellington and u | Aartineau.  Traduit de PAnglais,
°a €l iniver o oo se, R i ' 1 L : e . : .
forgiveness of sin, and life everlasting. § ivn “onr veal views would soften asperity and Muthow 2 ‘7'“’ victor of bloud and }h(‘ yie ScrurTuni Proors axv Scrivroran Te-
o, - K . . oy ! - H 22 v
Amnen. 1 mitigate the iHl.grounded prejudice swhich | of peace ? Who could place in the same | oy pioxs or Usrramasisyte By John
There is surely a wide difference between | o iofs'in sotiety at large.  Torthe purpose of class ﬂ““ llealdm'l \\}'ho d“c‘i.( ﬂ.“; orphan ; Wilzon.  3rd Edition, revised and enlarged.
YH i el et R . = Hear and hushed the ery of widows, an
the manner of stating their belie{ in the Fa- promoting a better:\cq}mmlanc(} with them, it ftim whose alory wits vr)octc(l on oialied | “Tivery tost conneeted with the Trinitarian cantroversy
i (her, SO“: and IIOIY Spil‘il, and that of the [is lhoughl that a S}\OC\'d.l commilice should be amd \Viﬂl;‘l‘il:“]i;lll\:;—ol‘l {h'(mq,l“d\. (I)l' ;l‘ll'k on both sides of the question, is naticed in this volume,
Afl i C 1 or Westminster Confession formcd, who would {ake Chﬂrgc of the con-}{* Tctly = '.b o = * . > 4 'he Look is divided into two parts. ‘The first of these con-
anasian Creed ] | orogational library. of all the tracts that we ghastly,mangled corpses—-and whose praises | 200 2000000 e FUnitasianiom s the second
As we said of Tonge's Confession when it |8 5340 fbrary, ol all ihe tracis th were drowned in the shricks of miserable [ 1010 @ the Scripture evidence s i FIe a0
s R4 RN .| ean procure from abroad or print at home, and . hers, wives and N hte L7 Wi o 1 “hienlleged Scripture evidence for Trinitarinuism.’  In
appcarcd, “itis in fact Unilarian in senti. of the Bibl> Cltrisliun, in’its publicatiun and mothiers, ‘1\ ives und da e ll(’r:’. ‘1 1 10 wou (f' tiser firsd part, bestdes qnoting the texts s they appenr in the
. g . ras o v . M . - ] S i
ment.” Tt is known now thal Ronge rejects | distribution.” cnnt.a;t the man of blu‘.)(l with the man O yathorised version, Mr. Wilson furnishes us, in many enses,
PO 1 lerstood. And peaee? Why, then let it be written HOW, 10 | o'y variety of renderings, by seholars of nekuewledged
the ll‘llllty as commonly U E.l'a 00c. ‘T In h_"' 1‘?1‘101“‘3(.‘1"3‘1 m adter ages, that a Wel- emingnee ; and throughout the whole he presents us with
why may not the same be said of the New | classes and committees were then formed. | lingion reccived a hundeed tines more frou [ o seres of, foretble and pertinent muwarks of his own,  In
York Germans? Every Unitarian believes | which have since held their meetings with Lis country than & Mathew,—the one for

the secomd part, he not only cites the controverted texts in
: s s . slunghtering thousands of Frenclunen, the [ g {also wives *illnstentive texts " to thros light on the
in “God the Father,” in ¢Jesus Christ our| very engouraging prospeets of success. S g s full, bt alsu gives iz

vassed.

accordance with these sugsostions,

“ s 23 [ g of Iioly other for Clc\'(lting and 1\\\}"1(}"“;}; mitlions of wenning of the prominent ters which appear i thewn'—

Saviour,” and in «the work of the Ioly his own people.” llow posterity will scorn | Bastor Chrivtian Eraminer

Spirit upon the carth.*? BOOKS onr boasted civiiization—Seoliish Tanrper-1 Ty Coxcessions oF TRiNiTARIANS § being
The truth i, that the old doctrine of a : - ance Review. a Selection of Iixtraets {rom the most emi-

it a0 i g i . . . —— nent Biblieul Crities and  Commneitators.
trinity of codqual and codternal persous In}  fvo would direct attention”to the adver-

T [ i Christion FEfforl.—DBeliove on the Lord | By John Wilson.
pity 1s f Zinge g annol be [y, R A Sanstein 1y . i 4 J N X
the D_«‘”-.‘/ Is f"ﬁ_f 5”11““53 _}'CC““"? it ¢ tizement of Books which appears in another | Jesus Cinist, and thou shalt he saved. EBe-{ * We canuat eauceive n Trinitasian looking this book in
sustained in {liis age of increasing light and columu.  Scveral of them huve ouly lately lieve the testimonies of eternal truth. con- | the fice. without wdecided sinking of the henrt,—without,
3 . . . N * * o M N e . . y - - whic v i
’{ enquiry. And while the article before us, | orived in this city, after a tedious passage | CCIMNE mans rebeliion and ruined condi- u|.~ I'"l :_hu rmuln-l.l._\lml»\h_c:I lm:l”lnki:x‘x «;:l"l‘u.rs::;;l::l
3 it ie v v : - . RS 1 : » sol aliti F o shriuking from nnder himy—withe ie involintury ejncu-
i constructed as it is, would, we presume, $2-) fuoy the other side of the Atantic. Among tion, and the selemn realities of judgment '

tisfy many minds who would still cail them-
selves Trinitarians, it would also satisfy those
who hald the beliel of the sunple Unity of
God. We may venture fo surmise that in

those whicl . and efernity, and you will at once shalke | Mtim *Snve ""0 "l:"‘"t"".\' lrr't:;"‘l_-"!_' Par l’:ltr'; “':IL: six
] ¥ : 5 e P . ar . 4 . . 3 s Wy -
wse which came from Great Bninm, we | oil 51‘0“]: and be aroused to escape lmPCH(l- :‘“!m’UlHl :' ‘:1&. ""] ul\(\l'l:“f’: l“ uw’:lr":\:lrﬁull:::ndl"mlimi:(:ll:t
received th st oiclit patls 1 3 s |3 . P TTTT .4 Tara- urinns {hciseives, g v 5 | d
_CCI_ ud the f?rst C‘gh‘ parts of the 1 001310 s g W tath and secure lmlad'”:‘:’.‘ grory. Do writers of that denaminntion. In other words, i isn volume
Dl('th’){\dl‘}' of the Bible: b)" Dr. Beard of _lel‘]m'(} yon}r CHSJCI and t)l(‘. NC'&SI}H‘CS of the of vxtracts from celebrated oithadox writers of all ages of
-or o e o CONUT A N A
" Manchester. This we regard as an ex- “10'-‘.l l{“?"‘ 1.mu (d" en? ._Yolll-l.’}‘c },Ol” the ehurelt, in which they htve havegiven Unitarian expo-
the now congrezation may be found a diver- tremely valuabl saple ¥ . ., |chotee; hut \C!l\cmlml, the friem bh‘p of the sitione of Urinitarian proof-texts,  Aml it appears, from cx-
> o . remely valuable work, embracing, within | world is enmity with God. Do you say ini cark ; v
7 S“_}' of opinion on the doctrine of the God- I =2 . P ny wi o, Loy SBY s L pmining the wark—what, indeed, has often leen loosely
head. They admit indeed, in thei 3|1 4 convenient compass, a greal amount of in- [there is time cnough for veligion by and | nsered—that there is notene out of ol the pssnges i tho
wead. ey admit indeed, in their 3rd ar- | pop0sion onmatters referred to in theSacred [Py 1 Behold, now is the accepted time ! pitichroaght forward in support of the dectrine of the Pri-
. . ’ i faol \ JUPE B e e "
Text. We rcgret that the areat dclny and The Omniscient Cne sives not- the least nity, which, by one orwore Prinitnrinn writers, has not heen

ticle, that their #doctrinal basis** will allow

. N . . o . « s g > v o o 5 ittinae it T
’ of ““diversily. of views and readings.” . But| .. = ) i / jencouragement for anothier day. Jehold, § ziven up to their apponents, na ndmittiig or requiriug i Uni-
M‘ thev find in) sirch diversity < ng aq‘bund for e.\pcn.s_e conneeted with the procuring of { e is the day of salvation! 1o you say, | tarinn fmterpretdtion.  Here, therefure, we have n perfoct
: ey S Vers }” £r0 boaks from CGreat Britain, will interfere with | then, you will in’ eamest seek’ sulvation, | arewury of weapons for the destruction of the Great Error,
, division -and depunciation.”?  In tnis they the subseription to the work in this place dar~ | Put_not have it known? This, ton, is al | famished by the belivvers aud defenders of'the orror them-
i‘ how themselves enlighiened and wise ing its issuc in parts ; but we hope that o its | LEANCe with Heavews design.  Let your |selves

‘They have made aLold step in the tight di-

light so shine befure men thal they may sce
rection. They have shown themselves lovers

completion it will be duly appreciated here, | your good works. Whoseever is ashamed
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: of truth. tolerats | prosress f‘"‘ meet with that encouragement whicl |of me and of my wurks, of him shall the |qud Dechine of die Doctrine, with Elucida-

i futh, toicration, and progress. it 5o eminently deserves. Son of Man be ashamed. Do you feel the oy Eneravings. By the Rev. J. R Beard,

7 overwhelming power of sinful habit, and [D).]). orPM:m(} wester, Encland.
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. tohis own conviction, by a sound and sub-

THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON.

BY PR. (HALMERS. *

If you have gone along with me in the pre-
ceding observations, you will perceive thatl
they are caleulated to disarm of all its point,
and ofallitsenergy, that flippancy of Voltaire ;
when in the examples he gives of the dotage
of the human undesstanding, he tells us of
Bacon having believed in witcheraft, and Sir
Isaac Newton having written a Commentary
on the Book of Revelation. The former in-
stance we shall not undertake to vindicate 3
but in the latter instance we perceive what
this brilliant and specious, but withal super~
ficial apostle of Infidelity, either did not sce,
or refused to acknowledge. e see‘in this
intellectual labour of our great philosopher,
the working of the very same principles which
carried him through the proloundest and the
most successful of his investigations ; and how
he kept most sacredly and most consistently
hy those very maxims, the authority of which,
he, even in the full vigeur and manhood of
his faculties, everrecognized. Wesee in the
theology of Newton, the very spitit and prin-
ciple which gave all its stability, and all its
sureness, to the philosophy of Newton. We
sec the same tenacious adherence to every
one doctrine, that had such valid proof to up-
hold it, as could be gathered from the field of
human experience jand we see the same firm
resistance of every one argument, that had
nothing fo recommend it, but such plansibi-
lities as could easily be devised by the genius
of man, when he expatiated abroad on those
fields of creation which the eye never wit-
nessed, and from which no messenger ever
came to us with any credible infotmation.
Now, it wason the former of these two princi-
ples that Newton clung so determinedly to
his Bible, as the record of an actual annuncia-
tion from God to the inhabitants of this world.
When he turned his attention to this book,
he came to it with a mind tutored to the phi-
Josophy of facts—and, when he looked at its
credentials, he saw the stamp and the impress
of this philosophy on every one of them.” e
saw the fact of Christ being a messenger fromn
heaven, in the audible language by which it
was conveyed from heaven®s canopy to hu-
man ears. He saw the fact of his being an
approved ambassador of God, in those miracles
which carried their own resistless evidence
along with them to human eyes.  Ue saw
the truth of this - whole history brought home

stantial vehicle of human festimony. ~ He'saw
the reality of that supernatural light, which
inspired the prophecies he himself illustrated,
by such an ‘agreement with the events of a
various and distant futurity as could be taken
cognizance of by human observation, He
saw the wisdom of God pervading the whole
substance of the written message, in such
manifold adaptations o the circumstances of
man, and 1o the whole secrecy of his thoughts,
and his affections, and his spiritual wants, and
his moral sensibilities, as even in the mind of
an ordinary and unlettered peasant, can be
attested by human consciousness.  These
formed the solid materials of the basis on
which our experimental philosopher stood ;

standing about him, to he thrown afloat by all
this success among the plausibilities of wanton
and unauthorized speculation.  lle knew the
bounidury which hemmed him in.  He knew
that hie had not thrown one particle of light
on the moral or religious history of these
planetary regions. e had not ascertained
what visits of communication they received
from the God who upholds them, But he
knew that the fuct of a real visit made to this
planet, had such evidenee to rest upon, that
it was not o be disposied by any adérial ima-
gination. And when Ilook at thesteady and
unmoved Christiznity of this wonderful man;
so {ar from seeingany symplom of dotage and
unbecility, or any forgetfulness of those prin-
ciples on which the fubric of his philosophy is
reared 3 do T see, thatin sitting down to the
work of 2 Bible Commentator, he hath given
us their most beautiful and most consistent
exemplification,

T did not anticipate such a length of time,
and of illustration, in this stage of my argn-
ment. But I will not regret 1, if 1 have fa-
miliarized the minds of any cf my readers to
the reigning principle of this Discourse.  We
are strongly disposed 1o think, thatil is a prin-
ciple which might be mads to apply to every
argument of every unbeliever—and so to
serve not merely as an antidole against thz
infidelity of astronomers, but to serve asan
antidote against all infidelity. We are well
aware of the diversity of complexion which
Infidelily puts on. It looks one thing in the
man ¢f science and liberal accomplishments.
1t looks another thing in the refined voluptu-
ary. Tt looks still another thing in the con-
mon-place railer against the artifices of priest-
Iy dommation. 1t looks another thing in the
dark and unsettled spiritof him, whose every
reflection is tinetwged with gall, and who
casts his envious and malignant scowl at all
that stands associated with the established
order of sociely. 1t looks another thing in
the prosperous man of business, who has
neither time nor patience for the details of the
Christian evidence—but who, amid the hurry
of his other occupations, has gathered as
many of the lighter petulancies of the Infidel
writers, and caught from the pernsal of them
as contempliuous a tone towards {he religion
of the New Testament, as to set him at large
from all the decencies of religious observation,
and to give him the disdain of an elevated
complacency over all the follies of what he
coints a vulgar superstition.  And, lastly, for
Infidelity has now got down amongst us to the
humblest walls of life; may it oceasionally
be seen lowering on the forehead of the reso-
late and hardy- artificer, . who can lift his
menacing voice against the priesthood, and,
looking on the Bible as a jugglery of theirs,
can bid stout defiance to all its denuneiations,
Now, under all these varieties, we think there
might be detected the one and universal prin-
ciple which we have attempled to expose.
The something, whatever it is, which has
dispossessed all these penple of their Chris-
tianity, exists in their minds, in the shape of
a position, which they hold {o be irue, bul
which, by no legitimate evidence, they have cver
realized—and a position, which lodges within
them as a wilful fancy or presumption of their
own, but which could not stand the touch-
stone of that wise and solid principle, in virtue
of which, the followers of Newton give to

and there was nothing in the whole compuss
of his own astronomy to dazzle him away
from it; and he was too well aware of
the limit between what he knew, and what
he did not know, to be seduced from the
ground he had taken, by any of those bril-
hancies, which have since led so many of
his humbler successors into the track of In-
fidelity. He had measured the distances
of these planets. He had calculated their pe-
riods, He had estimated their fignres and
their bulk, and their densities, and he had
Subordinated the whole intricacy of their
mavements to the simple and sublime agency
of one commanding principle. Tut he had
too much of the ballast of a substantial under-
—_—

* In his Preface, Dr. Chalmers makes the fol-
lowing allusion to Sir Isnac Newton and his
theology :-—

“ In the course of this Sermon I have offered a
tribute of acknowledgment to the theology of Sir
Isnac Newton ; and in such terms as, if not fur-
ther explained, may be liable to wisconstruction.
The grand circumstance of applause in the cha-
racter ofthis great man, is, thut unseduced by all
the magnificence of hisown discoveries, e had
‘solidity of mind which could resist their fascina-
tion ; and keep him in steady attachinent to that
book, whase general evidences stawped wpon it
the impress of a ren] communication from heaven.
This was the sole attribute of his theolozy which
1 had in my eye when I presmned to eulogize it.
I do not think, that, amid the distraction and
the engrossment of his other pursuits, he has at
all times succeeded in his interpretation of the
book ; else he would never, in my apprehension,
have abetted the leading doctrine of a sect ora
system, which has now nearly dwindled away
from public observation.,” -

Sir Isnne Newton was a Unitarian, and the
Unitarians are but an in' inconsiderable body in
Scotland % Henve this remarlk of the distinguished
Scoteh clergyman, ’

observation the precedence over theory. It
15 a principle allogether worthy of heing la~
boured—as, if carried round in faithful and

rents, “and bid haste the evening star to
light "their bridal lamp,”® that bird built its
first nest as perfeetly us it did its last; and
its oflspring’s first attempt was as suceessful
as the maturest cffort of the parent. No
opposition of ihought, no deduction of expe-
rience, everimproved their instinet. Jvery
living thing endowed with an instinet, in-
stead’ of a' reasening mind, came into the
world with its tools already made, and it
never added a new one to its stoek. Lvery
being endowed with a living, thinking soul,
had to make his own tools; and Adam
found that he could not even dress and
prune the garden of LEden, witheut first ex-
ereising all his mental faculties in the ia-
vention and manufacture of some instru-
ment to keip him on his work. Tvery
beast, and bird, and ereeping thing, wher-
ever it found its food, found it alicady pre-~
pared to eatisfy its hunger. Not so wilh
man. The provision forthe constant occu-
patisa of his mind was so vitally incorpor-
ated with the neceessities of his physical
nature, thac there was nothing that could
sustain his animal life which he had not to
ehiange, combine, or prepare into food by
somg invention or artificial process. He
found, therefore, that his hands and feet,
and all his members and organs of sense,
were merely o oset of primary faculties,
with sshich {0 make others of more power-
{ul eapacity to amelioraie his soctal condi-
tion. The first rude plogh he made to
turn the soil, the first rude axe of stone
with which he felied the stulvwart pine, the
fist rude canoe he seoopedf fiom its trunk,
to cruss the river which tkent him from
arecner fields, were each a haman faeulty,
tkzat brought within his reach a physical
comnfort he never enjoyed before. " Nay,
they were more : they were a part of hime
self. e transferred to each of them a
piece of his own body and part of his mind,
which were never dissolved. We are
taught by Divine authority, that good works
are the human body of fuilh ; and that they
are as immortal, 1oo, as ¢ the substance of
things hoped for.”> We have similar testi-
mony that the invention of every imple-
ment that inercases the eapacity of labour
and the comfort of human ife, 1s the im-
mortal body of a living thought, that will
breathe and speak through all coming
time. Adam died long before the flood, hut
hisiwooden plough survived the deluge. It
never. died, it never will die but on the
grave of time. It has ploughed through
the rubbish of fallen empires ; it will plough
on as long ds there is anything left to plough
on this planet; and when it stops in the
last furrow to be made on earth, 1t will re-
tain the living thought that Adam breathed
into it, thongh a thousand generations may
have forgotten the conncction.

THE AGE OF PRACTICE.

The Age of Practice is now athand, The
true credentials are deeds.  The genuine test
is performance.

The doctrine of Works has been too much
negleeted in this Protestant age of sectarian
opinions, ¢« TFaith without works,” rightly
said the Apostle James, ¢is dead.”> Mere
expression of belief is not true faith.  Simple

consistent application amongst these numnerous
varieties, it is able to break up all the exist-
ing infidelity of the world.

PIIYSICAL LABOUR.

BY ELIHU BURRITT, TIHE BLACKSMITII.

But the mere sustenance of animal life,
and the gratifications of sense, are the hnm-
blest, meanecst objects of physical labowr.
Its necessity was introduced into the organi-
zation ‘of man for a higher destiny. Tis
chief work and dignity was to cducate the
immortal mind intoa characterand capacity

of activity, which it should retain after its
dissolution from flesh and blood. If man
sustained a mere vegelable communieation
with the earth, and if his system might de-
rive all its necessary nutrition by a process
of capillary induetion through the pores in
the soles of his feet, even in that case, his
mind would require for its developementall
the physical Iabour of which ho is so dispos-
ed to complain. The divinity of this arrange-
ment is even perceptible in the disposition
of rivers, mountains, scas, and oceans,
around the globe. DBetween us and the
slightést gratification of sense, Divine Pro-
vidence has interposed a copdmon of men-
tal as well as physical action. Man was
provided with no instinct or mechanical in-
tuition to relieve his mind from action, in
anything ‘he &id for his physical comfort.
«The amorouns bird of night. that sang spou-
sul aver the nuptinl tower?®’ of our first pa~

assent to a verbal creed is of no avail. True
faith is a practical confidence operating in
good works,

t'091(‘11(: union of Church and Sta.tc—not ithe
formal worthless thing of politicians, but a
truer, a diviner idea—-is the socictary actual-
ization of the sacredness of good \\-‘qus. We
chould sanctify and hallow art, science, and
industry. Our fields and our houses should
become to us as portions of the common tem-
ple of Gad, Each eﬂor§ shoul(l bhe a prayer;
ench rest as a thanksgiving. [Every function
of work should be holy ; each department of
iabor honorable, each portion of indusiry at-
tractive. The priesthood of industry should
commence. The hierarchy of labor should
he installed. Every one should be a worker;
every one a priest.  This would be the true
union of Church and State. This is the re-
quired combined reform in temporals and
spirituals. . )

The true practice of good works does not
consist in mere alms-giving. Justice above
charity,0, pharisaic and ever good mtﬁ:ntmnud
but unenlightened alms-givers! Put that
spade into the hands of yon beggar, take one
in thine own, go there both logether on that
field and dig. This is better than putting
money into a pocket full of holes. . This is
better than sending Charity with half-pence
to the gin-palace. This is better than alms-
giving. Itis grander than Charity, for it is
Jove and justice. It is as fraternily above
patronage. It is as commnnity, above
slavery. . Itis the land and thetool; itis the
spade and the acre which cvery Christian,
every human heing, oaght to have with which
{o work. Ry the lazy rich and by the idle

poor, and by those unemployed, the Divine
command is not obeyed: by the sweat of
thy brow shalt thou eat bread.?

Wo unto these by whom this Divine and
benevolent command is obeyed not. By the
contracted chest, by the weak and un-
developed frame, by the flaceid muscle,by the
hellish pang of ennui, are those who wiil not
work punished. By increased pauper rates,
by dread of incendiary torch and smoking
homestead, by fear of red riot and flaming re-
bellion, are those damned who will not let
others work. No sin under God’s heaven
cscapes without a punishment. Those who
transgress God’s laws in hwman nature or in
neman sociely, are condemned by their trans-
gression.

Mightly let us invoke the Age of Practice ;
its eredentials, deeds; ils test, performance.
Nothing is too loving for the heart. Nothing
is too thonghtlu} for the mind. Nothing is
100 povrerful for the hand. There cannof be
too much piety, too much patriotism,- oo
much philanthrophy. One cannot be too much
a saint or a hero. “Be ye perfect as yonr
Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
Never too high the kebla in the mosques of
the true Islam.  The higher the endeavor, the
more likely the effort.  Shoot at the rush can-
dle, and thou_shalt hit the table. Wing thy
shalt at the Pole Star, and thou shalt picree
the Lion or the Great Bear. That which is
most wanling should be the most tried after.
All things are possible to faith. The thoucht
of anihilation approximates Atheism. < Per-
haps®? should be banished the dictionary. The
more we try, the more shall we gain. Trial
itself is a gain. If we reach not at first the
thing atlempted, we shall yet acquire more
strength for another endeavor.

Let the future era be the Age of Practice ;
we have had enough of mere doctrine. 1i
we cannot, however, ourselves become prac-
tical, let us at any rate write in favor of
practice. Let our poets sing its land. TLet
our orators speak iis praises. So sungand so
spoken, assuredly it will then be done.—
Douglus Jerrold’s Mugazine.

WAR.

What, speaking in quite unofficial lan-
guage, is the net purport and upshot
of war? To my own knowledge, for ex-
ample, there dwell and toil, in the British
village of Drumdridge, usually ‘some five
handred  souls. = From these, by -certain
‘¢ natural cnemics?’ of the French, there
are sucecessfully selected, during the French
war, say thirty able-bodied men. Dum-
drudge, at her own expense, has suckled

and nursed them ; she has not without diffi-
culty and sorrow, fed them up to manhood,
and even trained them to crafts, so that one
can weave, another build, another hammer,
and the weakest ean stand under thirty
stone avoirdupois. Nevertheless, amid much
weeping and swearing, they are selected ;

all dressed in_red, and shipped away, at

the public charge, some iwo thousand
miles, or say only to the south of Spain;
and fed there til wanted. And now, to
that same spot in the south of Spain, are
thirty similar French artisans, from a
French Dumdrudge, in like manner wend-
ing; till at length, after infinite effort, the
two parties come_into actuq] Jjuxtaposition ;
and thirty stand fronting thirty, each with
a gun in his hand. Straightway the word
« Fire 1?7 is given ; and they blow the souls
out of one another; and n place of sixty
brisk, useful eraftsmen, the world has sixty
dead careases, which it must bury, and
anew shed tears for. Had these men any
quarrel? Busy as the devil is, not the
smallest. They lived far enough apart,
were the entirest strangers ; nay, in so wide
a universe, there was even unconsciously;
by commerce, some mutnal helpfulness
between them. Iow, then? ‘Simpleton!
their governors had fallen out ; and, instead
of shooting one another, had the cunning to
make these poor blockhcads shoot. Alus !
so it is in Deutschland, and hitherio in all
lands; still, as of old, “what devilry so-
ever kings do, the Grecks must pay the
piper!”” "In that fiction of the English
Smollett, it is true, the final cessation of
war is perhaps prophetically shadowed
forth 5 where the two natural enemies, in
person, take each atobaceo pipe, filled with
rimstone, light the same, and smoke in
one anothar’s faces, till the weaker gives
in. But from such predicted peace-era,
what blood-filled trenches, and contentious

centuries, may still divide us !>~ Thomas'

Carlyle.
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