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POETRY.

(Written for the Journal of Education.)
THE STANDARD-BEARER.

BY MRS, LEFROHOX. (

Far and decp the roar of battle
Thundered loud o'er hill aud dale,
Mixed with musketry’s sharp rattle;
Bullets fell like leaden bail,

Ghargers riderless, loud neighing,
Crushed down with iron heel,
Wounded soldiere, moaning—prayiog—
Making Ileaven one last appeal.

Sce yon banner fitful waving

Where fierce rolls the battle tide,
Soldiers, deadly fire braving,

Rally round with hero's pride;

Fair it looked in early morning

Whea ‘twas proudly first unrolled,
Sunbeams bright its sheen adorning ;
Blackened, bloodstained, now, cacl: fold.

A 1all and slight limbed stripling

. Held it first within his clasp,
Round his face bright curls rippling,
Soon "twas stricken from his grasp,

With a proud exultan. cry,
But back came defiant answer,
# We will rescue it or die?”

What a struggle! stern browed fuces
Meet in close and deadly strife,
Winming, losing a few paces

At the price of untold life 5

But though scores and scores are falling,
Like leaves strewing thick the plain,
They seek *mid that s ne appalling

But to win their flag again.

Ah, *tis done, with wild hurrahing,
Sce they wave it overhead,

With their weanons passage fraying
Amid foemen, dying, dead,

And the tide of battle surges
Adown that flower grown way,
Where from the copse emerges

A fresh foe eagor for the fray.

Vain the latter's thiest for glory,
Though for hours raged the fight,
And deeds fit to live in story,

Were wronght with valour's might,
Still that banner flashed victorious
"Bove the hieads of fricnd and foe,
When the sun sank red and glorious,
It waved proudly in its glow.

Meanwhile, what of the fair stripling,

So early strickien down,

His gold curls thickly rippling

Round his white brew free from frown ?
Heavy cliargers o'er his form

Had passed on with reckless tread,
Round him close had waged war's storm,
Yet, crushed—maimed—he was not dead.

With breast tunultoous swelling,
In thought, bending o'er him novw,
Hot tears from our cyelids rolling,
We wipe his blood-stained brow,
And we think with pitying anguish,
That thronghout the weary day,

He was left in pain to languish,
Wounded, bleeding, as he lay.

Yet, strange, & smile bright, tender,
Trembles seft o'er cheek and brow,
'T i3 not from the sunset’s splendonr
They gain their bright, glad glow;
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And his lips uncouscious mutter
Words, the burden e'er the sawe,
Aund the sound so oft they utter

Is a mother's sacred name,

And he thinks that she is near bim,
Her foud arms round him thrown,
Bending gently down to hear him,
His hand ¢lasp'd in her own;;

Aund the stormy sounds of battle
His dulled ear no lunger grieve,

e hears birds and luwing cattle

In bis childhood’s hoihe at eve.

The thick darkness fast descending
Vexes not his dim sight now,

For the death dumps thick are blending
With the bloogl clots on his brow;

Suft smiles still lus pate ips wreathng,
With the star light's first faint ray,

Ris wother's name still breathing,

His spirit passed away.

The Secrets of Sable Island. (1)

On the charts of the northeast Atlantic coast, in about
latitude 4£° and longitude 39°, eighty or ninety nnles southeast
from Nova Seotia, is laid down the Island of Sable.
less to be precise ubout the locality. which is often, alas! too
casily found; and few are prompted by mere curiosity to seck it
out. Neither would accuracy avail the mariner to avoid jt, for
he is treading the very threshold of danger when full thirty miles
distant, and the Island quite out of sight below the horizon,
Like the monster polypus_of ancient story, it lieth in the very
track of commerce, stretching out its huge tentacles for its prey,
eaveloped in jogs and mists, and searcely distinzuishable from
the gray surf that unceasingly lashes its shores.  Insiduous cur-
rents sweep round it in most crratic course—perpetual almoners
to its insatiate maw. Vessels lose their reckoning, and are often
in the very jaws of destruction when they inagine themselves far
from danger.  The junction of the Gulf Stream and the waters
of the St. Lawrence form eddies which inevitably sweep them
upon the shoals.  Qncex sealed dispateh boat was sent out from
the Islawd before a southenst gale, in hope that it might carry
tidings to the main land, but in thirteen days it came back to a
point within six wmiles from whence it started !

The whole region for leagues around isa trapand a snare.

twenty-cight wiles to the northwest. The embrace of these long
arms is death, for between them lic alternate deeps and shoals,
and when the sea is angry it thunders and reverberates alone a
front of thirty miles, extending twenty-cight miles to seaward.
No lighthouse throws its warnieg gleam beyond this scething
deathline, for stone structures will not stand upon the ever-shift-
ing sands, and wooden ones of sufficient height could not with-
stand the storms. The marincr dnifts to his grave throush total
gloom. Between the years 1806-27 forty vessels, and it is sup-
posed many more, were lost. The whole Island bristles with
stark timbers and the débris of wrecks.  How many of them are
the duwmb witnesses of an untold tale!

Tmagination may run faney-free throuzh the field of romance
that invests the Isle of Sable. Strange traditions huve such elgse
alliance there with stranger facts, that truth and fiction become
synonymous to the eager ear that listens. To the credulous
fisherman or superstitious sailor the tale need be but told to be
belicved.  Ask the wayfarer, who perchauce was cast upon its
mysterious shores, what he saw and heard there, and he will
shake his head in silence; he has no disposition to unearth its
scerets.  BEven the hardy wreekers, who serve humanity upon its

1 The writer it indebted to J Bernard Gilpin, M. D, M. R. C. S., of
Halifax, Nova Scotis, for valuable sketches_and ‘mz;ny in(grcsiing facts. ¢

It is need- |

treacherous sands, patrol its precincts with a kind of awe, and
crouch by the hearth at night when the storm rages fiercest; for
at such a time ghostly shadows are oftenscen to flit from poiat to
point, strange lights gleam and vanish,shrill cries, hoarse voices giv-
ing commands, and rattling of chains mingle with the thunder of
the surf. But when the indefatigable *look-out” trudges forth to
the beach after a storm, he can scldow find palpable evidences.of
these invis'ble things— no shattered wrecks or swollen corpses
upon the biach. Al these clamors aud wails of distress wero
but empty sounds signifying nothing! Yet the self-same ghostly
voices were heard three hundred years ago on that fatal day, the
28th of August, 1583, when the iutrepid Sir Jumphrey Gilbert
lost his finest ship. The historian tells us that they ¢ scared the
helmeman from his post ;" and shortly afterward the vessel beat
to picces on the Northeast Bar.  Ouly twelve men survived the
dread disaster. ‘These escaped in a boat to the Nova Scotia
coast, and from them we gain our first definite acquaintance with
Sable Island, signalized by the holocaust of one hundred men to
its insutiable shoals. :
That the locality is most trying to superstitions nerves we can
well conceive,  When human skeletons start unbidden from their
resting places in broad day-light, fancy is apt to run wild among
the speetres that darkness conjures up. Thereis a prcternatur;ﬁ
shifting of scenes after every violent storm.  Sandy hillocks fifty
feet high, that have been landmarks for a generation, have tum-
bled into the sea; mountains of sand are piled tv day whero
yesterday the ground was level as a floor. Old wrecks, Jong
buried, come forth to view. Scores of human skeletons are
unearthed. Acres of land have disappeared beneath the sea, and
old inlets are filled up, and hidden treasure is revealed. Since
1820 five or six miles of the west end of the Island huve been
submerged, and the ocean nnw rolls fathomns deep where the
Superintendent’s house formerly stood, and three miles out to
sea, No sccure anchorage in this world’s haven have the heroic
little community who occupy here to rescue life and property.
Norse tradition eredits the firse discovery of Suble Island to
the bold Bjorn Ileriafson, in the ninth century. From that
period history is for a Jong time silent ; but we know that it must
have had ocezsional visitors, for in 1553 a company of' * Portin-
gals” were mduced by favorable report to stock it with swine
and cattle, which they left there to breed, and for swhich act,
whether prompted by humane or speculative motives, many a
shipwrecked mariner for years afterhad great cause to hless them.
The survivors of Sir Ilumphrey Gilbert’s diaster found them to

One |

sunken bar stretches sixteen miles away 1o the northeast. another [

have greatly ultiplied; and in 1635 they are said to have num-
bered fully 800 head.  The lslund was doubtless well known to
the French when they colonizad Acadia; for it was made a penal
icolony in 1598, when forty French conviets were Janded there by
the Marquis De Ia Roche and left to their fate. Seven years
afterwards a vessel was sent out by royal command to take them
back to France, but onlytwelve survived to tell the story of their
Ysufferings, gaunt and bearded creatures clud in seal-skins, searred
by many a combat with scals and sea-lions, and scathed by the
pitiless storms of winter, which they weathered without a shelter,
until a wreck afforded them materials for a hut.  The reeital of
their sufferings before the Court of Henry IV. earncd them a
free pardon and fifty golden crowns apiece; but hard as their
experience had been, it nevertheless possessed sufficient attrace-
tions 1o lure them back, now self-exiled, to their former home,
where they long plied a prosperous trade in furs. Traces of their
abode still remain. The © French Gardens” arc pointed out to
the curious, and it js said that the ghostof a certain Paris gentle-
man alwnys appears to wreecked Frewchmen, and complains of
King Henry for vobbing him of hiswife, and banishing him there
for no crime, along with the convicts of 1598.

At that time Sable Island abounded in black foxes, invaluable
for their sking, which to this duy bring fubulous prices; but
these have long since disuppeared.  The great morse, or walrus,
also made their home there and reared their young. They, too,
have departed though even within late years curiosity has ocea-

sionally lured them hack to their old haunts; and they have been
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geen by people now living basking upon the sands, long after
moro northern localities were deserted by their kind, Their huge,
long-tusked skulls are frequently found half’ hidden in the sand,
not less the~objects of curiosity to the naturalist than of wonder
to the ignorant. Not Jong ago a stupid fisherman collected his
gaping comrades and exhibited one of these with tusks inverted,
which he averred was the skull of a gigantic gout,

Subsequently, and up to the begiuning of the uvineteenth een-

1833 the staunch Luildings now standing were erected. They ara
fitted up with all the modern life-saving appliances and conveni-
ences for wreeked scamen, with ample provisions for months. As
many as 300 wreeked people have been provided for together. In
1833 the Establishment was also out of debt for the first time.
[ts aunual expenses often exceed the appropriation, but the defecit
is made up by salvages and the produce of the Islind. Wreeked
waterials ave always suld for the benefit of the owners, and the

tury, the Island was much resorted to by fishermen; and as salvages come vut of %he prpcucds“. The creduts have sometimes
wrecks multiplied with the increase of commerce, the cupidity of ﬂ}"l’“““fd tv "'~‘="b’ §3000 in a single year. It is a natural ques-
bad men was excited, and the Island became the ubode of wreck- , tion why great gains do nut acerue where s0 large an wmount of
ers and pirates and vagabouds of mfamous character.  Few who ) trewsure lics buried , and why the Island people do not employ
survived shipwreck, to reach its then inhospitable shores, c\’cr'“wl}‘ leisure time mn d_‘z:"é‘"l-’» for hidden wealth ? Lcho answers,
lived to bear their story to the main land . but jewels and articles| Why?" Oue tlm.ng is certain, the _Go\'crnmcnt. will not permit
of rare value were often exhibited confidentially as having come sgurcl.n, probably from fear of caciting the cupidity of the men,
from there, and many an adventurer, who left his lome ﬁ,,-l.It lbb.:ll_tl that « certain vessel now lies buried in the saud which
clundestine voyage, returned not long after with galore” of weulth, | 1 I"’}'E“'cl)‘ Lnown to coutain a Jurre amount of silver-plate;;
Then, by-and-by, horrid tales of blood began to be whispered bl}t it is doomed to remain unearthe.. forever, unless a gule of
about, and the Isle of Sable beeame an ill-omened name, at which wind shall some day !il)' it bare. . .
people shuddered and turned pale, less becanse the winds and{ No person is pcrnuttcd.tu .rceu]c upon the Islind without a
waves were merciless than on account of man's horrid inhwnanity hceqsc.‘ Nevertheless, :lppl_watu{u..s fU'l:”Ib bumane but dangerous
to man. Here, sceure from veach of the law, and protected by jservice are numcrous. Tt is a life of izolation and dull monotony,
the very dangers which maltiplied his victims, the wrecher plicd i “]"{50 duily Toutine i> }““"‘1 only by 4w reck, a chase after wid
his murderous ealling. This durk and bluwdy ground could  bouies, & scrimmage with the great (xrgculand seals that bask
furnish materials for a hundred romances, whose recital would | upun the 1}-’"‘?» ur the _“01‘:"'"6 arrival of the Goy ernment cutter,
miake the blood run cold, but such volume of the Island s history ‘“hidl perivdically visits the !:‘1"““1 to carry suppiies and bring
must ever remain sealed to mortal ken. off wrecked persons. Iere is a specimen leaf from Captain
Darby’s diary:

“June 6; morning. Wind S.8.W.; cloudy. No reports
from the look-outs. Sent the men and horses to the wrecks to
haul wood. Impty barrel came ashore at noon. Wind, cvening,

S. By

e

A whole day’s existence embraced in a meagre record of tiwice
a dozen words—a waifupon the tide oflife as empty and insig-
nificant asthe barrel that drifted ashore! So pass the long days

It is a relief to turn from this tragic period to the opening of
the present century, when humanity prompted the philanthropists
of Nova Scotia, headed by the Exceutive, to lay the foundation
of the present relief I3stablishment, whose usefulness every com-
mercial country has had mournful vecasion to acknowledge. That
which brought the project under immediate consideration was the
~.reck of the transport Prencess Amelie, having on board the
furniture of Prince Edward, the present good Queen's father, |
with recruits, officers, and servants to the number of two hundred, {5, months, varging litte. The livestock have to be fed and
all of whom perished— though it is supposed that some reached ! oqped for. There is the little garden to be tilled, with its patches
the siore and were murdered by the pirates. A vessel wus sent! gp potatocs, cabbages, and turnips. The needed supply of wood
from Haln.fax. to_inquire after them, and she also was wrecked. ! yyust be gathered | huy is to be wmade in its season, and buildings
The Provincial Legislature at onee took action. By recommend-1 (4 pe repaired.  Sometires there is a fishing escursion, a scarch
ation of the Licutenant-Governor, Sir John Wentworth, a sum! 5 eranberries. or a hunt for wild rabbits.
was approprintcsbfor the construction of suitable buildings, thet Byt at ]cnn’(h an cventful era dawns. It is a alm day in
vagabonds that infested the Istand were driven off, and in 1802 Jyne - a lieht breeze scarcely ripples the sea, which now wears its
the present Jstablishment was founded. In 1804 an annual{fyirest euice. The lonz belt of surf that fiinges the Island
allowance of $1600 was voted for its support, and Edward glitters anzlingly in thcasunshinc, aud the gulls and wild fowls
Hudgson was appointed Superintendent, who, with a crew of ! 5pe feeding far out to sca.  Seldom has the vpicture so brilliant
fogr men, volunteered their services. Ilis salary was $400 and !l sottine. In the hour of this repoze a signal flug is scen to mount
“found.” This was the beginning; and the satisfactory result! (o 1all flag.staff of the Yook out Station at the West Eund, and
a saving of forty-one lives, and property to the value of $9200, up! hefore it has fuirly shaken itself to the breeze a responsive sigual
to July of 1804. In 1808 sixteen persons were employed on!yices to the mast-head on the high hill at Tead-quarters, nine
lhp iskind. In 1512 the Commissioners reported that the Esta-1y,i)es away. There is a speck in the offing, and with a good glass
bhs:hmgnt was {nnduquutc to cfiect the humane purposes forf e long-expected entter is plainly seen standing in, with her red
which it was designed, o frequent were the wreeks and so insuffi- | opgiem fiying at the peak. There is joy en the Island: and if
cient the apparatus for rescuing life and property. onc on board the vessel were near cnough to distinguish objects,

But it scems that little improvement was effected for several he would observe a commotion in the little hive on shure.  Over
years, for in 1825 came a second appeal — this time from the  the sandy hills aad along the beach the outpust men are gallop-
philanthropic Si» James Kempt, and addressed to the British‘ing their shagzy ponies in hot haste to ITend-quarters, recalled
Government. It proved effectual. During all this previous, by the signalflag = There is bustle and preparation at the barn
period the stablisiment had been solely supported by the poor | and boat-house and the whole counnunity of men and animals
provioce of Nova Scotia, although the commeree of almost evcry'sccm to have turned out of doors at some unwonted cause of
nation reaped its benefits wmore than she. Tt is true that corrcs-!cxcitcmcnt. The dogs bark in chorus, and frisk and tumble in
pondence was opened with some Bocton merchants soliciting their  the sand, barcfooted urchins halloo and scream ; and a patiiarch
co-operation, but the parties differed as to terms, and nothing | rooster even wnounts a post and crows at an unusual hour.
resulted. But in 1826, answering Sir James Kempt's appeal,!  To the stranger on board the cutter the landscape that gradu-
the British Government apprapriated $2000, which increased the | ally rises to view is one of singular novelty, and not without its
annual fund to $3600. Henceforward improvement was steadily | beauties, while the whole situation possesses an absorbing interest,
visible. The old Superintendent died, and Captain Joseph| Petrels flit and hover in his wake, and dip into the surfice of
Darby succeeded him, under an able Board of Commissioners, ; the fatal current that now fluses peacefully in such weit-dissembled
composed of Sir Samuel Cunard, Captain Maynard (both now | mien. There is ascnse of exhilaration in thus daring the dangers
dead), and Jacob Miller. New apparatus was added, and in|of the treacherousdeepand braving its angry passions—an exeite-
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ment in the knowledze that a sudden change of wind will compel
the vessel to claw off the coast at onco, and run to sea for life;
and while the nerves are strained to fullest tension the great seu-
gulls come out from land and seream at his temerity., They
wheel swiltly overhead, and scem enraged beeause the waves do
not this time bear death and destruction upon their crests.  An
Tsland record shows that for a certain period of four months there
were not five calin days; and another journal states that it has
sometimes taken the cutter cight days to come to anchor; but

now the calin serenity is real, not feign:d. Gradually the line of

low, dark hummocks, that have for some time lined the horizon,
loomn up und resolve themselves into high hills fringed by break-
ers, A zone of glistening surf beats in solewmn monotone upon
the dazzling beach ag far as the eye can reach. Bare conieal
sand-hills, mottled with patches of green, or crested with rank,
waving grass, rise up in most fantastic shapes, over and around
which myriads of birds are hovering,

Passing the western extremity, new scenes are opened to view,
the West-end Look-out and Flaz-stufl surmounting a grass-grown
knowl, with the Ilouse of Refuge (most weleome sight to maviners
cast away ! ) standing near at haud upon a platean of waving
grass that most delightfully relieves the barrenucss of the adjacent
landseape. \nd now, all along the foaming beach, eame startling
evidences in quick succession of the dangers and terrors of this
dread locality—grim wrecks and whitemug ribs of vessels washed
by the waves, or hizh and dry, half buried & the sand. A melan.
choly interest attaches to every object; but there is no time now
to indulge a contemplative mood. The cutter sweeps past a high
cone that has obstructed the vision, and suddenly the tall flag-
staff and erow’s-nest at Head.quarters is opened to view, with its
red ensign waving a welcome upon the highest hill on the Island,
and 2 cluster of necat cottages brooding together at the foot,
adorning a picture ag peaecful as a midsummer scene in a New
England village. While the heart is fuirly leaping with the joys
of 1 new sensation the cutter ronnds to, in five fathoms' water,
a short distance from the shore, and before her anchor has firmily
griped the bottom, dark objects begin to dot the brach. Dowa
gallop the ponies into the very edge of the surf, drawing a life.
boat on a broad wheeled cart, throwing up the sand in jets as they
run, It is but the work of a few minates to launch ; men breast
the breakers, pull away, and board.  Then follows many a rough
greeting and hearty hand shakiug in the style of good old-fash-
ioned friendship, and such as only those can appreeiate who have
been shut out from the world fur months and seen no faces but
their familiar own. 'There are eager inquiries for news from the
Tstaud and shore, and a demand fur letters and papers.  These
are in part hastily satisfied, and then precious little time is
required to tumble into the boat and pull lustily for shore.

Superintendent, where a hospitable welcome always awaits the
stranger, be he casual visitor or castaway ; the Sailors’ Home for
shipwrecked crews; substantial quarters for the men; two or
three larize stores and boat-houses; the blacksmith's shop, oil-
house, and outbuildings. There is also a well-stocked barn and
barn yard, where one may hear the low of kine and the eackle of
domestic fowls. ‘I'herc are pigs and horses, and a garden neatly
inclosed. And conspicuous over all, on a ncighbouring hill,
towers the tall flag-staff and erow’s-nest, from which the entire
Tsland can be seanued at aglance in clear weather. Just in front
of the little hamlet. and down a sloping beach, a boat lics tran-
quilly at anchor on the bosom of u luke which stretches away to
the right and left for fiftcen wmiles, in varying outline of shore.
Wild fowls are floating ou its surface, and here aud there a
bearded seal may be seen sporting. So sudden and complete is
the trausition from the former scene that oue might funcy him-
self in some sequestered inland vale, but for the eternal roar of
the surf dinning in his ears.

The various buildings of the Establishment are constructed of
thick plant to resist the violence of the storms. Some are neatly
painted, and there is an air of snug and cheerful comfort within
and without; yet every where, on chimney-piece, door-post, and
aable, some mute waif from the sea is ever at hand to remind one
that this Island is the drill-room of storms and the region of
perils.  In the Superintendent’s house is a fine library of five
hundred volumes, in great part the gift of the philanthropic Miss
Dix who once visited here; but there is among them many a
volume whose stained Jeaves and shrunken covers show that they
are offerings from the sea. A carved figure-head over the entrance
is the sole memento of some nameless disaster. Even the very
wood-pile consists of wrecked timbers and planks bristling
with spikes and bored with many a trec-nailed hole. In the boat-
houses are metallic life-boats, with mortars and lines, hawsers,
and signal-guns. The store-houses contain provisions, packages
of clothing, and other requisites for scamen. Iere, too, is the
home for Sailors, and on its gable end is a board from
which beams forth a single word of constant welcome and encou-
razement, and that word is * Hope.”

While mind and eye have been engaged in contemplation of
these novel seenes, the shadows have crept far down the hills into
the valley. The sky is ruddy in the west, and a day of unusual
calm draws near its clese.  The stores have been safely and
labariously lauded from the cutter, and the men lounge listlessly
about the quarters. Presently the peal of 2 wrecked ship's bell

Ivings out clear and full, sumwoning the household to prayers.

The Superintendent takes position behind an old capstan in
front of ¢ Government 1Touse,” and prepares to read the service,

"while the hardy wreckers, bronzed and weather-beaten, gather

The graceful catter rapidly drops astern, sitting like a duck ' round in quict decorum; and many an attentive eye regards the

on the water, with ber anchor upeak, and her mainsail hoisted! portly form of the old “'sea dog™ as he repeats the lesson of the
and shuking, ready to run to sea at a moment’s warning. Onldav.” The picture with its surroundings is sublimely character-
cither side bullet-headed seals bob up and down in the waves orlistic, but none can paint the steady beat of the surf fulling in
frisk in the foam just ahead, and as the boat rides in on the!mournful cadence upon the shore, or the damp, salt odor of
mounting crest of a comber, under a long, strong pull of the oars|wreeks with which the very atmosphere scems tainted. The
and the steady eyc and sure arm of the steersman, the novicelold man is dead now, but many will often recall to mind the
holds his breath hard and gripes the thwarts nervously when the 'arine and rugged features and’ iron-gray locks of him who offi-
keel strikes the sand high up the beach, and the waters scethe,1ciated at these little scasons of devotion, or the fashion with
straggle, and reeede. In an instant the crew are overboard!which, with pardonable vanity, he was wont to decorate himself
holding hard the boat on cither side against the reflux wave.!with the medals and rewards of worthy service which he had so
Lhere is a momentary pause, another billow mounts high astern, | justly won.
breaks, and surges upward, drenching the crew to the skin. while!” With the dawn of day all is bustle and busy preparation. Some
with a vigorous run they bear her high up out of the break-letores have to be taken down the lake to the outpost station at
ers. But the more dainty passenger steps dry shod upon tes7a! the couth side, three miles away. The teamsterhas hitched threo
firma, and joins the procession of men and horses which by this! cerubby ponies into a_clumsy wagun with tires full eight inches
time are dragging the boat back to Ilead-quarters. broad, and when the luad is on he drives out into the shallow
Toiling through the decp and yielding sand they plod slawly flake, axle decp, to where a quaintiy-constructed boat is waiting
through a ravine, and presently turn into a broad, geassy valley, tto receive the cargo.  If the wind be fair the journey to the sta-
sheltered by lofty halls which completely shut them in from the tion is casy. Hecre lives Solowon Knos and fawily in solitary
ocean. Here, ranged around an irregular square, are the several independence, and here, as at other stations, is the inevitable
buildiags of the principal station— the comfortable bouse of the | wood-pile of planks and spars standing on cod ; here is Solomon’s
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barn and garden, and here the flag-staff and look-out. Solomon
is ono of the most sagacious and daring boatmen ever employed
on the Island,

+

|

Many a téil-worn denizen of the heated metropolis, released for
a fortnight's holiduy, has felt his nerves thrill with the excite-

Iis life is a history of hair-breath cscapes and jment of a canter along the breezy beach at Long Branch; he

acts of noble bravery, to some of which well-prized medals bear | will stand on the cliffs at Newport, and grow rothantic when the
testimony. Thero is nothing of special interest here or by the  billows thunder at his feet or a gale comes earcering in from the
way, though the varying shores of the lake are ever attractive to sea on the crests of the waves; a barnacle-covered keelson bleach-

the eye of a stranger.

ing on the sands of Iire Island catrances him. But if he would

“ Lake Wallace” ie onc of the many remarkable features of | feel the acutest sense of exhiluration of which sonl and body are

Bable Island. The Island itsclf is bent like a bow, and’ the lake
follows its trend for half' its length, and occupies one-half its
breath, which in no place is more than a mile and a half wide. Its
greatest depth s fifteen feet. In some localities, on the south
side, it is separated from the ocean by aridge only 200 fect wide,
and the sea often breaks into it in stormy weather. Like the
land, it has undergone many changes. When it was first dis-
covered it had no outlet. Many years afterward an inlet was
formed by a breach of the sea, which made it a commodious
harbor for small eraft; but another tempest closed it again, and
shut in two American vessels that had run in for shelter. In
1811 it was almost filled up by a gale blowing the sand-hills into
it. At the same time a heavily laden boat was blown entirely out
of the witer! At present it affords fine facilities for transporting
goods, and saves much heavy hauling by wagon. LEuls and
tlounders abound in its briny waters, and in places it is almost
paved with luscious and juicy clams.

It has now been observed that the history of the Island has
been marked by varied striking cras. Since the period of its
discovery it has been occupied in turn by explorers, conviets,
trappers, fishermen, pirates, and wreekers. The huge walrus,
which ceaturies ago held royal sway throughout the little realw,
at leagth gave place to the black foxes, which some mischance
had probably set adrift from the main land on floating fislds of
icc and landed there. T'hese afterward disappeared, and herds
of wild cattle and swine roamed its narrow precinets. The
former beeame extinet about the middle of the lust century, and
in 1825 the swine were exterminated. A rigorous winter des-
troyed the greater part, and the balance fell victims to knife and
bullet; and when the last gaunt porker received his coup de grace
the Island was rid of a pest and abomiuation, fur the taste of
human flesh had made them ghouls, and they roved from hill to
shore holding horrid revel on corpses which they rooted from the
sand. For the last hundred years or so the wild ponics, whose
name is famous, have in turn held and occupied —hardy, dim-
inutive serubs, whose shagzy manescover head and shoulders and
sweep the ground.  Wild rabbits, too, abound, and brown rats
swarm in prodigious numbers, which are constantly inereased by
accessions from the sea. After storms they are often seen coming
ashore by scores, clinging to planks and drift-wood. Aunent the
rabbits, there is a story of a certain Snowy Owl (Strix nicteu)
which, having lost his reckoning, happened upon this Island.
Most fortunate misadventure ! That day the gentleman dined on
rabbit. The delicate tid-bit pleased his palate; he tarried the
next day, and when he had thoroughly cultivated his taste, he
departed. Men thought, and the vabbits hoped, thut he had gone
‘“for gond,” but afier a lapse of three days he rcturoed with «
full hundred of his kinsfolk. What wily words he used to lure
them to that southern lutitude, the record states not, but that the
reward proved equal to the inducement is evinced by the fact that
this denizen of the arctic zone is often scen nowadays watching
beside a rabbit-burrow in the heat and glre of an August sun,
with his head all furred and feathered for a polar campaign.

Contemporary with these eras in animal life ave the changes
which the Tsland itself has undergone. Portions have sunk from

sight, and new land hag risen from the sea; breaches have been | where ducks and water-fowl breed by myriads.

capable - if he would experience in some degree the thrlling con-
sctousness of perfect freedom which the wild mustang enjoys—
let him mount a swift-fuoted pony and give her stride along the
hard, gravely shore of Sable Island, where the surf is deafening,
where wave following wave scems to chase him as he flies, and
the foam darting up the beach scizes his horse by the hoofs,
struagles for an ustant, and then wriggles back bafiled, hissing
with rage and vexation.  Ghostly wreeks, posted like skeleton
sentinels for many n mile, grin and gape at him.  Iluge beach
clams, buried in the sand, spurt up thar jets before him. Sleck,
glossy seals, that have lain basking in the sun or piled like ledges
of rock high up the sloping shore, stare an instant with their
large, wondering cyes, and then takmg alarm, flap and flounder
towatd the water pell-mell in ridiculous hurry and confusion,
Pony catches his rider’s spirit of mischief, and charges on them
as they tumble into the surf, cutting off the retreat of some, leap-
ing the slippery backs of others, separating whelps from  their
dawms, and creating general consternation.  Up and down in rest-
less cireles the anxious mother swims until she recovers her
uffspring, and then sculls off joyously with the infant on her backs
holding hard by its ting flippers—more fortunate now than when
the ruthless wreehers inake their raids from the statious and club
them by the score for the sake of their skins and oil,

Now drawing rein for a moment’s rest, pony ambles leisurely
alony, ueeasivnally startling a shelidrake from its haunts within
a wreek, or driving beforc him a timid ringneck or brace of
peeps as they run swiftly along the beach. At intervals a
brachish rivulet crosses the path, or a little bay makes up into
the land ; and anon a toppling sand-cliff, which the waves have
andermined, and whose edge is overhung with matted roots,
threatens to bury the passer.  Perchance on the very summit of
some distant cone a wild stallion is seen perched, standing sen-
tinel, s el sy figure outlined in bold relief aguinst the sky.

All this is grand, novel, and picturesque, aund the attendant
fecling of lunchiness ouly adds zest to the enjoyment. ‘Lhe salt
air invigorates, and the sea-brecze covls the brawn. And so by this
time we are 1cady for another seurry over the beach, and a sccond
charge into another herd of awkward seals. Then, wheeling
abruptly and diving into a gully around the base of a cone, we
lose sight of the ocean in an instant, and discover woudrous
change of scene.  On through wavy valleys, blossoming with the
wild ruse, the fragrant lily, and the china aster, and strewn with
strawburries, blucherries, or cranberries, which may be gathered
by the bucketful, over grassy knowls round and smooth asa
haystack , now surmounting the dividing ridge of the Island,
when the ocean on both sides may be seen at a glance, and anon
skirting the verge of some precipitous cliff, where the tall grass
sweeps the right hand pommel, while the left stirrap goes dung-
ling over the dizzy edge, with the ocean thundering seventy feet
below. Betimes a tawny rabbit starts up on end, takes an
observation, and with a hop, skip, and jump, and a flirt of his
tail, darts into a wild-pea patch. Anon dense flocks of wild-
fuwl rise from the long grass with a ery of alarm, wheel rapidly
through the air, and then subside. All along the north side of
the Island are limpid fresh-water ponds, girt with rank grass,
The ground is

made and inlets closed ; hills have toppled over and dissolved, | strewn with nests, and as the chance passer surprises the commu-
and others grown up like mushrooms; the lake has been emptied | nity from their courtship or siesta, thousands fill the air, circling
and filled again; new things have been buried from sight and | over the surrounding hills in rapid flight, wheelivg out to sca, ot
old ones distnterred Tt has no fixed figure or foundation, but, | hovering directly overhiead, screaming their anger at the intru-
like some half-decayed and sea-worn waif upon the shore, it lics|sion ; and as the horse's hoofs crunch mercilessly into eggs and
limp and helpless, the sport of the winds and waves, tossed }y | unfledged young, they swarm and pursue like bees, filling the air

tho surf and beaten into all kinds of fantastic shapes.

with their cries, and dealing stinging blows with their beaks.
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Horse and rider are both fain to join in ignoblo retreat, and whip
and heels do double duty until the shrieking multitude givo up
the chase.

{70 be continued.)

Wild Kaflir Life and Wild Kafilr Intcelligence.

By Ronenr Jawsg Maxy, MD, F.RAS, Supcrintendent of Education
in Natl,

At page 188 of the Qctober number of the Intelleclual
Observer, it is stated that the 10,000 * Natal Kuffirs” of 1£36
have grown into 200,004 Natal Kaflirs in 1866 ; and the infer-
ence 15 dyawn that the native race in that colony is increasing
in numbers rapidly, and not dwindling away, under the presence
of British enterprise aud rule, and that therefore the question
of the capubilities of that race is an important one. It may
be necessary to explain that the Natal Kaflirs thus alluded to
were Kaflirs who acknowledged English authority, and came
within the sphere of civilized observation at even that early
period, or very soon sfterwards. The Kuflirs spoken of by
Mr. Fynn as © Natal Kaffirs™ were natives who had gathered
round his settlements at the Bay. The rapid increase in
numbers was, in all probability, due to the additivn of more
and more resident clans to the white man's following, as well
as to the return of exiles, and the influx of refuges. The
Sceretary for Native Affire in Natal hus recently ascertained
by direct investigating, that there are at the prosent time
forty-three distinet elans, or tribes, within he eolony, which
were asboriginal tribes of the district, and which have never
dwelt elsewhere, excepting for any brief perivd that they may
have been compelled to remove themselves into cuncenlment
during the Zulu invasion and occupation. There are also
twenty-two other pative fribes in Natal, of which nine are
composite and made up of a fusion of the fragents of abori-
ginal tribes, and of which scven are Zulu tiibes whick have
removed themselves fiom the tervitory that is still under
Zulu rule.

Before the rise of the Zulu power these aboriginals were
neither warlike, nor aggressive, Disputes occasionally arose,
both between families and between tribes; but such disputes
were always speedily settled.  There was no attewpt at military
organization. The several tribes were, for the most part, on
friendly terms, and intermarried with cach other. They pos-
sessed cattle, sheep, and goats; and cultivated the ground, and
drew the principal portion of their subsistence from their gardens.
They were, indeed, to a considerable extent, what the Natal
Kaftirs are now seen to be in the colony. The notion of Zulu-
Kaflir ferocity, which has become prevalent in Jate years, does
not properly belong to these people. Tt has come from an acei-
dent in their istory: the development of the Zulu military
despotism under Chaka, which has been already deseribed.

The chicfs of these aboriginal tribes ruled s patriarchs,
and possessed absolute and uncontrolled power over the lives
and property of their people. "I'here was no other check to
this irresponsible power than that which arose from the ne-
cessity, even in this state of affuirs, of conciliating public
opinion.

At the present time the -cveral chiefs of the sisty-five tribes
of Natal Kaffirs retain only the shadow of their old authority.
They are allowed to settle dispntes between their people, and to
punish petty offences, but all criminal cases are now tried by the
magistrates and the Supreme Court of the Colony ; and even in
cases adjudicated by the chiefs, an appeal can be made to the
magistrates, to the Sceretary for Native Affairs, and to the
Licutenant-Governor in Council. All supreme power has been
transferred from the petty chief to the proper head of the State,
and the chiefs now only consider themselves lieutenants, respor.
siblo to the Governor for the management of their tribes. They
oan no longer assemble their people in arms, unless under the order

of the Governor. T'he attempt has been made, and with a consider-
able measure of success, in Nutul, to turn the natural and
inherent sentiment of respect for the patriarchal chiefs intoa
means of orderly government. By leaving a show of authority,
and a harmless jurisdiction in the hands of the chief, his dignity
has been saved from the evil effects of rude shock, while, at the
same time, he has been made the direct link which connects his
people with the institutions of the Government. The tribes
themselves are divided into territoriul districts, villages or kraals,
and fumilies, The chief presides overthe tribe with a head-man,
or Induna, under his authority. Jach territorial division of the
tribe has ulso its own proper head-man, or Induna; and there
arc also heads of groups of kraals, heads of kraals, and heads of
families. Lach head is practically responsible to the one imme-
diately above him ; and in the ascending serics the chief of the
tribe is responsible to the resident magistrate of his county; and
the magistrate to the Sceretary for Nutive Affairs, who is the
head-man, or Induns, of the Governor, par czcelience, the great
chief. This organization is so complete, that any order eman-
ating from the Governor can be at once n.ade known to every
native hut in the Jand, although the communication has neces-
sarily to be made without the intervention of' written or printed
documants. . :

The huts of the native Kauffirs are nearly always growped
together into villages, which are technically nawed ¢ kraals.”
The huts are planted upon sloping ground, whence the water
can run away casily, and are ranged in circles larger, or smaller,
according to the number that has to be accomwodated. The
head of an ordinary fumily will have perhaps from six to ten
huts in his kraal.  The chief Nygoza's kraal neur Table Moun-
tain has some cighty or ninety huts in it, «nd is a pretty long walk
across. Old Twmpanda has a royal kraal at Nodwengu in
Zululand, containing siz husdred huts arranged round the
circle iu triple ranks. The huts are fenced in with stakes and
wattle, which thus form an outer wall to the kraal. But there
isulso within the circles of huts, an inner wall of similar con-
struction, which encloses a kind of court-yard, that is entered
by a single opening, and that is employed for herding cattle
at night.  The huts thus stand in a clear, ring-shaped enclosure
of their own. The interior space of tle kraal of Ngoza, is sospa-
cious that upon one occasion, when it contained the wagons and
travelling oxen of the writer, and of the Licutenant-Governor,
with the tentsof their encampment, in addition to the very large
herd of oxen belonging to the chicf, it still looked like a large
and nearly empty field.

This structure is not very unlike a squat bee-hive, large enough
to hold men, instead ofinsects. It is unquestionably a rude affair,
when compared with the dwellings of an older and higher civiliza-
tion. But there is another point of view from which it may be con-
templated. Taken as 2 structute made almost out of nothing, by
hands that afe almost innocent of instruments, it is really a surpris-
ingly ingenious und complete contrivance. In order fairly to under-
stand thi, the 1eader must conceive a mun, just in the state in
which nature has made him, planted down on a picce of wild
pasture, with nothing but a rudely-fashioned lance in his hand,
and told that he must fubricate there for himself a structure that
shall at once be both clothing and house, and that shall efficiently
shelter him through day and night, through storm and suushine,
through summer and winter. 1f the reader himself could be
made the actual hero of the situation, he would be better able to
comprehend what the task is that the wild Kaffir bus accom-
plished, when ke has made this straw bouse, than he can be
without the experience. In constructing the hut a frame-work
of wattle is first bent into a hemispherical shape. A thatching of
dried grass is then laid over the wattle. and bound compactly
down upon it by fibres. A low arched door, very much like
the bee’s door, is left at one point, through .which passage
is made horizontally, cither for ingress or egress. The cor-
rect position is something even more abject than that which
is familiarly known as on all fours. This doorway is closed
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at night by a frame of wicker-work. The floor is a smooth,
hard, and ulmost polished pavement, constructed of beaten earth
and cow-dung. If tho hut is of large dimensions, it has four or
six posts inside; but if of smull size, these internal supports are
not used. There is a saucer-like and rimmed depression in the
niiddle of the floor, to serve as a hearth in cold weather, and the
smoke and air permeate the grass with just sufficient freedom to
securc ventilation, but not one drop of water enters from the sky.
Round tho walls, in the interior, the seanty Lares and Penates
of the master, consisting principally of beer pots, mitk pots, mats,
skins, and shields and assegais, are distributed.  Upon the flour
with rush mats unrolled beneath them, the dusky houschold
squat to gossip by day, and lic outstretched to sleep at night.
Each hut afiords sleeping-room for several individuals. The
chicf, or head-man of u keaal has a principal hut ‘for himsclf,
where his visitors come to gossip and feast with him, and also a
hut for each of his many wives, whose families dwell therein with
them until the children attain a ccrtain age. In most kraals
there is also a hut set apart for the use of young men.

The Kaffir is eminently a creature of sunshine. In cold or wet
weather he keeps himself close within the shelter of his hut, and
gossips and doses away his time. When the sunshine is genial
and warm he sits outside squatting upon the ground, surrounded
by his dogs and his children, and fashioning some article for
household use, for employment as a weapon, or for personal adorn-
ment, or with a small shield upon his arm, and a bundle of short
light assegais, and a knob-headed stick in his hand, he strides off
over the hills bent upun some business of gossiping or feasting.
The cattle are prinzipally tended and herded by the young boys,
roaming free over the pastures by day, and being driven into the
inner enclosure of the kraal for protection at night, In some
convenient nook on a hill side, or in a sheltered ravine near to
the kraal, a space 1s rudely fenced in as a garden, and here crops |
of the Indian curn, the nnilet, the swect potato, and occasionally
of the pumpkin, a wild sugar.cane (Imphed), and wild hemp,
and tobacco fur smoking, are grown.  The ground of the garden
is broken and tilled by the wouien, working with a curious kind
of hoe, now imported largely into Kaffir lands for native use.
The Indian corn and millet are produced in large quantities, and
ordinarily form the staple of a Kaffir's food. The grain is stored,
after harvesting, in pits dug in the ground, with only a narrow
opening left at the top, which is carcfully and skilfully closed by
placing a flat stonc over it, for protection against the rain. The
food is prepared by the women, sometites aided by the children
and young lads. The Indian corn is roasted, when green, upon
the cob; when ripe the grain is crushed by hand, between stones,
and the mea) converted into a kind of porridge.  The milk from
the cows is chiefly consumed in a balf sour and clotted state by
the children. The millet is ground between stones, and made
into a sort of infusion or decoction, which undergoes spontancous
fermentation, and so becomes converted into a liquor th.. is
known as Kaffir beer ('I'ywala). In its choicest state, as it is
found in the cellars of distinguished mep, this liquid is limpid
and clear, and possessed of considerable inebriating power. It
is unquestionsbly very nourishing. In more common-place
houscholds it bears a considerable resemblance to a mixture of
bad gruel and table beer.  The beer drinking is the most ordi-
nary form of native carouse. When there is a good brewing
ripe, the men assemble and drink the liquid in rotation out of
capacious gourds or pots, made of closely and thickly-woven
grass, or more rarely of hardened clay. The beer i kept during
fermentation in these vessels, which stand in the interior of the
hut, opposite to the doors, something like the jars of the Forty
Thieves, in a long "row. The milk is held in similar vessels.
The beer pots and milk pots are earried by the women and girls,
very skilfully balanced upon their hezds. A jovial spark, off on
a visit, may be sometimes met, with a string of womien or girls,
each with a full beer pot balanced on her head, bebind him. The
water for houschold use is brought in by the women from the

pearest stream, in gourds,

Under ordinary circumstances the gavdens furnish a fairly
ample supply of food for the daily wants of the houschold. But
aceasionally from some accident of scason, or from some other
cause, the supply runs short, and periods of great privation
have to be endured. One of the first benefits which the bar-
barian reaps from the neighbourhoud of ecivilized men is the
alleviation of this unavoiduble misery of barbarous life, So
soon as he has whiwe ncighbours withiu reach of lus kraal, he
is pretty sure to have some additional resource to draw upon
in'scasons of dearth and famine., In olden times,and still in
remote districts, the Kaffics oceasionaily die of famine in great
numbers; und those who survive subsist to a large extent,
even for weeks at a time, upon wild roots dug up out of the
ground.

Animal food, among the Kaflirs, is entirely a matter of
carouse and feasting. If' a distinguished visitor comes to a
Kaftir village, or kraal, the principal man makes a present to
the visitor of o goat, or of an ox, as the case may be. The animal
is graciously received, and turned over to the attendauts of the
guest for slaughter: some e.vice part is retained by the guest,
and the rest is handed over to the inhabitants of the kraal, to be
eaten in honour of the visit, Animals are also killed and eaten
upon certain other ceremontal occasivns, when set imvitativns are
given, and set feasts made. Upo. such occasiung, if it is an ox
that is to be caten, it is ¢aken nuar to the entrance of the kraal,
and stabbed behind the shoulder with an assegai, wiclded by
some expert hand. A fire is kindled near, and almost befure the
animal is dead it is Lown to picees, and the selected purtions
being removed, th: 1est is divided in what scems to the unin-
itiated obscrver tn be a sort of scrawble, but it is in a scramble
that hue in itself some under-lying order of aceepted ctiquette
and custom. The fragments of meat are just laid for a brief
interval upon the embers of a wood fire that has been prepared
close at hand, and are then rapidly transferred tu the throats and
stomaczhs of the feasters. The eagerness for the unusual, and
rare, gorge is far too keen to allow any refinement of culinary art
to be cither learned or exercised. A couple of hours is pretty well
enough, in Kuffir handling, for the conversiun of a living ox into
a remnant of stripped skiv and bare bones.

Well-to-do Kaffirs rejoice in’a multiplicity of households, In
the kraal of a chicef. or of a wealthy patriarch, each hut near to
his own, contains a wife and that wife's offspring, and the more
distant huts are appropriated to the other members of the fanily
or clan. Polygamy is an iustitution among the Kaffirs, that is
intimately and inseparably interwoven with the privileges of
wealth and the rights of property, and that will therefore be very
difficult to eradicate. The Kaflir has strong natural instinets of
affeetion for his wives and his children, as a rule; but the pecu.
liar position which he bolds as a polygamist, of necessity introduces
some relations and eharacteristics into his domestie life and social
history that are not calculated to awaken interest or respeet, In
all probability some of the incidents and occurrences that arise
outof these relations are but imperfectly understood by European
censors and critics,  Kaffir men do not acquire wives until they
are able to pay a stipulated number of cows to the father of the
bride for the privilege. These cows are differently viewed by
the different authorities who speak of Kaffi'practices and customs.
By some they are held to be an actual purchuse price paid for
the girl. By others they are considered to be a sort of deposit
made in he  interest to her fumily. In case of a wifo leaving
her husband within a limited period, he is allowed to have some
claim agoaivst her parents for cow-restitution; but matters are
held to be in some way changed when she has bestowed female
offspring upon ber husband. ~ In some instances a family of girls
confers a measure of freedom and independence upon the mother,
because the value of the cows, price or deposit, is thus restored.
At any 1ate the women are looked upon us possessing material
and substantial value in a household, because they bring girls,
who in due time turn into cows; and because they perform hard
and productive drudgery. The children of any particular wife

?
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speak in common of all the other wives of their paternal parent| Kaffir, even when quite removed from the influence of white men,
as “ mothers; " and, as a general rule, there is a surprising|and from civilized appliances and practices, has, nevertheless, an
amount of harmony maintained in the houschold under the cir | education of his own. This becowmes strikiogly apparent to eveu
cumstances. According to the ofd and time-honoured custom of] the most carelgss and most casual observer, when the young men
the Kaffirs, the father's property in his daughters was so absolute| and the old men of the race are compared. The yonng men are
and complete, that his sole will' determined all matrimonial ar- | all wild, impulsive, restless, and full of savago fire, which generally
rangements, and he possessed, and not unfrequently excrcised, the) burns itself out in howling, dancing, boasting, and laughing, but
right o' punishing a refractory child who refused to obey his: which is quite capable, as proved in Chaka's expesience, of being
commands with death.  Since the subjection of the Kaffir chiefsy turned to less dosirable account, Tho old men are all quiet,
to British supremacy and rule, all coercion of girls to an unac-| astute, thoughtful, and full of * wise saws and instances”” ~The

ceptable marriage has been generally forbidden, and in any case
where an appeal is made against pavental authority upon this
ground, the wmagistrates discountenanee, and even punish, its
exercise. It is the intention of the colonial governm:ent, at the
carliest possible opportunity, to introduce some arrangement
which shall make a full and clear declaration of a woman's per-
sonal eousent indispensable to the legality of n native marriage,
In the meantime two very important alterations in the old Kuffir
practice have already been brought about. Every marriage now
consunuiuted is held to be irrevocable and final, so far as the
parents of the woman are concerned; and a widow is now free
to marry any onc that pleases her without reference to the
opinion or will of her natural guardian.  These important modi-
fications have been made by the Lieutenant-Governor, acting in
. bis capacity of supreme chicf, and have received the general

assent of the natives on the ground that they admit them to be
just and reasonable. It is obvious that some caution and judg-
ment is required in the introduction of changes that are direetly
aimed at the root of a practice which is intimately bound up with
the customss, habits, ideas, and laws of a race, and which the
people believe to have been created with them,

Mr. Crawfurd considers the ne_ro to be a very unmanageable)
and unpromising picce of humanity. He remaiks of him that hey
has no literature, and no architecture; that he canuot tame cle-
phants; that his religion is nothing but witcheraft, his wars
merely the incursions of savages, nud his government only a
brutatized despousm.  Without at present meddling with the
inferences which Mr. Crawfurd draws, it must be admitted here
that these allegations apply as accurately to the Kaffir as they
do to the pure negro. It is a very remarkable fact in human
history, that the Kaffiv, with such inherent capabilities, should
have remained utterly savage so long; that even, after seeing
with his own eyes the wonders that are woiked by his white
cousins, in matters that come so immediately home to him, as
flocks, Lerds, and food ecrops, he should still be willing, if' left
alone, to lead the indolent, unproductive, snd unprogressive life
that has been deseribed.  Whatever may be the case in regard
to the priuciple that Sir 8. W. Baker enunciated so prominently
at the last mecting of the British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, namely, that all negro races would infallibly
fall back into barbarism, if left to themselves, there car be no
doubt, at any rate, that these races will not advance out of bar-
barism, if so left. But here there oceurs onc consideration, that
perhaps bas not yet received all the attention it deserves, and
that really carries with it much important and practical suggestion.
Mr. Crawfurd argues, ““ The negroes are uncivilizable, or nearly
so, for, after years of social existence, they have no literature.”
May it ot be that the negro races have not advanced into eivil-
ization bLecause they have no literature ? A race which is inca-
pabls of originating a literature, may, nevertheless, be quite
capable of being deeply and permanently influenced by a literature
that is brougbt to them from without. This literature may
indeed ultimately prove to be the very panacea and influence
that makes progress possible and advance permanent. It is
by uo means an uaheard of thing in human history, that races
have received aund bencfited by a written and recorded language,
although they had fhiled to contrive the instrument for them-

selves.
It is a very curious, and certainly a most noteworthy fact,
bearing indireotly but instructively upor this view, that the wild

countenances of the young mnen are commonly savage and furtive,
ezen when good humoured. The contenances of the uld men are
constantly dignified, grave, and intelligent. In Zululand, at this
preseut hour, the young men arc nearly all turbulent, quarrel-
some, boastful, and aggressive; the old men are nearly all quiet,
peaceful, and full of admiration and friendship for their Datch
und English neighbours. There is a very simple ar d obvious rea-
sou for this difference. The young men are all of the raw material
of burbaristu; the old men are all educated ! The education of
the Kuflir race istalk. The remark of Sir S. W, Baker and
others, that the negroes acquire their full intellectual develop-
ment at a very carly period, and are incapable ¢* subscquent
advance, certainly is not true in regurd to the Notal Kaffirs,
The wild Kaffir leads a life of indolence, and puts the amount
of drudgery that is requisite to provide for the absolute essentials
of this indolent life upon his women. But he also leads a lifo of

gossip ; he talks iIncessantly, and much of his talk concerns the

doings of his refatives and neighbours, and the general relations
of his social state. When he walks forth over the sunny hills to
pay his visit to some neighbouring or distant kraal, he arries
with him matiers that have to be made there the theme of patient
discussion and grave deliberativn. 1t 15 not possible for men to
gossip through long years without doing some thinking as well,
and, wherever there is thinking, there is also intellect and pro-
gress. But, in the case of the wild Kaffir, the progress is indivi-
dual, and not collective. Each man has to go through the same

! process for himself, and the result dies when the man dies. Tra-
tdition may carry on some very small shadow of the sum total

and gain to the next generation, but the main bulk of the per-
sonal advanccinent and experience must disappear. And can it
be said that it would not be the same, even in England, if there
were no permanent and recorded accumulation to be transferred
on from generation to generation? if there were no books and
no formal tezching ? Men may say that the negro races cannot
be raised much, or at all, above their present stand points, and
they may be right, but, at auy rate, an appeal necessarily lics
from such judgments to events and time; and, not until it has
been seen what the modifications are, that a formal, a designed,
and a well considered training and education can introduce, can
the question of Kaffir civilization be held to have received a
practical settlement. It yet remains to state, indeed, that some-
thing has already been actually achieved in Natal, which does
give promise of a higher capability in the native race thaun the
theory of unprogressive stagnation and ready retrogression would
allow. This is reserved for another opportunity.—ZIntellectual
QObserver.

Oldest City in the World.

Damascus is the oldest city in the world. Tyre and Sidon
have crumbled on the shore; Baalbee is a ruin; Palmyra Jics
buried in the sands of the desert ; Nineveh and Babylon have
disappeared from the shores of the Tigris and Eupbraws, Daw-

ascus remains what it was before the duys of Abraham-— a centre

of trade and travel, an island of verdure in the desert,a ¢ predes-
tinated capital,” with martial and sacred associations cxtending

beyond thirty centuries.

It was near Damascus that Saul of Tarsus saw the light from

heaven * ahove the brightness of the sun; ” the street which is
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called Straight, in which it is said “he prayeth,” still runs
through the city ; tho caravan comes and goes as it did one
thousand years ago ; there is still thosheik, thoass and the water-
wheel ; the merchants of the Euphrates and the Mediterrancan
still occupy these with the ** multitude of their wares.”” The city
which Muhomet surveyed from a neighboring height and was
arraid to enter, because it was given to man to have but one
paradiso, and for his part he was * resolved not tu bave it in this
world, ” is to this day what Julian called tho ** Eye of the East, "
as it was in tho time of Isuiah the “ Head of Syria.”

From Damascus came our damson, our blue plums, and the
delicious pricot of Porcugal, called damasco ; damask, our beau-
tiful fabrio of cotton and silk, with vines an? ‘lowers raised upon
a emooth, bright ground ; damask rose introduced into ngland
in the time of Henry VII; the Damascus blade, so fumous the
world over for its keen cdge and remarkable elasticity, the seeret
of the manufacturc of which was Jost when Tamerlane carried off
the artists into Persia; und that beautiful art of inlaying wood
and steel with silver and gold — a kind of mosaic and seulpture
united, called dwraskeeing, with which boxes and bureaus and
swords and guns are ornuuented.

It is still a city of flowers und bright waters; the streams from

Lebanon, the * rivers of Damuscus,” the ¢ rivers of gold " still} &

murwur and sparkle in the wilderness of ¢ Lyria Gardens.”
New York Teacher.

The Teacher’s Roward.

When Jupiter offered the prize of immortality to him who was the
wost useful to mankind, the court of Vlgmpus was cronwded with com-
petitors. The wartivr bousted ot his patrivtism, but Jupiter thundered,
the rich man boasted of his maniticence, and Jupiter showed hun the
widow's mite; the pontitt’ hetd up the keys of heaven, and Jupiter
{)ushed the doors wide open ; the puinter buasted of lus power to give
ife to inutimate canvas, and Jupiter breathed atoud in dension ; the
sculpter buasted ot making Guds that coutend with the immortals fou
human humage, Jupiter trowned ; the orator buasted of his puwer to
sway the nation with his voice, and Jupiter marshaled the obedient
host of heaven with a word ; the poet spoke of his power to move
even the gods to praise, Jupiter blushed; the musicisn cluimed to
Eractice the only art that had been transplanted to heaven, Jupiter

csitated ; when seeing a venerable mun looking with intense interest
upon the group ot* competitors but presenting no clmms, +* Who art
thou 2" said the benignsat monarch.’  * QOuly a spectator, ** rephed
the gray headed sage, ** all t' .se wece iny pupus. ¢ Crown hum, cruwn
kim ! " said Jupiter. ¢ Crown the faithiul teacher with immortality,
and make room for him at my right hand.”— Exchange.

EDUCATION.

School Drill an aid to Volanteering.

A SHORT ADDRESS, BY REV. J. 8, HOWSON, PRINCIPAL OF THE
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTION, LIVERPOOL.

The permanencs of the Volunteer movement depends largely upon
arrangements with which the Schoolmaster bas little concern.  But
it can hardly be doubted that the systematic practice of drill in our
Jarge Schouls will subserve this great national cause in a very real
though unpretending manner. It was said by Colonel Wilbraham,
on the occasion of distributing prizes, that ¢ the introduction of drill
into our public schools promises to form a valuable elemeat of per-
severance in the Volunteer imovement, by enabling boys ‘at an
age when every manly exercise is a pleasure, to get through that
part of drill which, in after life, becomes more difficult and irksome,
and which probubly deters many from joining the ranks of the Volun-
teers,”” There may, therefore, be some advantage in briefly deserib-
ing the arrangements which have been adopted in a case where the
practice of School Drill has been. auccoufpiﬁy maintained. In many.

schools the introduction of drill is very recent. With usit has been
a part of our recular system for many years,

School Drill,” enlivened by the Volunteer movement, is a help
town 3 the solution of an important problem which presses on school
situated in large towns: viz,, how to make sure there of physical
‘ducation and good employment of holiday time. Itis, indecd, most
iaportant that Drill should not be subtituted fur Cricket and Football.
But in schools, where the pupils ave drawn daily from homes seattered
widely over a iarge population, it is not always possible for all to be
present st thess games on a holiday nfternoon. Ou tho other hand,
all have the benefit of the Drill. Where g een fields are distant some
compensating provision for henlth and budiiy energy is doubly impor-
tant. Aund this shenld bo added further, that this exercisc is not
exclusive, bu associates together the older and younger pupils in
cheerful combination.

Sume persons have feared lest this interest in military exercises
should excite in our boys a&mssion for military life. I am inclined
to think it is likely to produce precisely the contrary effeet. The
Volunteer movement itself is strictly defensive in its aim, and its
details are bound up with the ordinary occupations of men who live
at home. And exercises of this kind give a relief, as well as a disci-

line, to the natural restlessness of boyhood. A well-drilled =chool-
[:oy will usually subside, on leaving school, into a common sense
view of War and Peace : and if by thse methods the few are discov-
ered, who really du pussess military talent, the country will bo ihe

rainer.

Colonel Wilbrabam, C. B., who reviewed the boys of the school
said, in the covrse of his encouraging remarks, that he hoped and
trusted that this pursuit, ‘g0 far from interfering with study, would
tend to promote it, because he feltsure that the babits of discipline und
obedience which the boys had to learn would stand them in good stead
in the school-room ;! adding, that ¢“at Oxford the Volunteer move-
ment, 90 far from doing harm, had done a great deal of good.” In
allusion to this school review, Col. Wilbraham azain said, on occasion
of the distribution of the Hightown Frizcs in St. George's Hall, on
Nov. 12th, «T am sure the Schouls themselves will be as much bene-
fited through this instruction as the Volunteers ; for the buys canaut
fail to carry into their hours of study those habits of diser line and
obedience which they learn on parade.”” To which I may add the
rewark of the Rector of Liverpool, on occasion of the swearing in
of the Engincers, on the 20th : ¢ We wish to bring up the Collegiate
buys in habits of order and discipline, and we believe the drill wall
have & most beneficial effect, buth upou theic habits aud on thei
health.”

Helps over Hard Places.

To know when to give a pupil assistance, and when to refrain
from it, is one of the most perplexing of'a teacher's problems.
As u general rule, nothing should be done for a pupil which, by
proper exertion, he can do for hiuself. But then houw is it to be
deteimined that he has made the proper exertion ? It certuinly
is not weil to permit him to flounder on day after day, and week
after weck, in a very slough of difficulties, with no ray of light to
guide his way out until he is ready to give up in despair, under
the plea that he is to rely on himself and do his own work. The
teacher's place is not to cut the kuot of difficulty, but to place in
the pupil's hand the end of that thread, which, if faithfully fol-
lowed up, will unravel it. It requires rare tact and penetration
on the teacher’s part to determine exactly where the pupil's
trouble lies, and what is the exact remedy for it. But it was not
of help in general, but of certain kinds of help, which are always
objectionable, that we wish to speak.

"Mhere are well-meaning, hard-working teachers who, from their
extreme good nature in giving assistance to their pupils, never
accomplish any thing, ¢ well remewber one of this kind who
hod the rather difficult task of developing our intellect in its
period of very young veal. We had tried to “ work a sum” in
the Arittmetic of the venerable Pike (whose name we cannot
mention without awe to this day) until we were **-»V.~not
very long period by the way,—and had taken it up to the
“master” for assistance, ¢Ye ancient pedagoguc” pulled his
glasses down from his forehead to his nose, took the slate, worked
the sum, and handed the slate back to us without 2 word of
explanation. We looked the work over pretty carefully, rubbed

it out, &nd resolvod to give the example another trial. We did
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80, but with no better success than at first. Reluctantly we were
compelled to ask aid the second time. The master looked at us
with surprise, if not with some irritation. * Why,” said he,
« Y have done that sum for you. Go on to the next.” And that
was the way we went through the aritbmetic.

How often have we secn the scholar hesitating for a word in
the midst of a sentence, upon which the whole meaning depended,
kindly supplied with that word by the teacher, who never seemed
to dream that the pupil in fuiling to get that hud fuiled in obtuin-
ing any idea from the sentence whatever, and that instead of its
being a collection of words muking cowplete sense, it wus a
jumble of words making complete nonsense. Thus: * John,
what is English Grammar 2> John sturts very volubly, and on
a very high key: * English Grammar teaches us to reud the
English lunguage’’~—teacher interposes, * Teaches how to sprak,
isn't it 7" —John readily assents: * Teaches how to speul: the
Euglish language correctly.” “ But it teaches sumething else,
docsu't it?” “ Yessir.” * Well what clse is it thut it teaches 7"
“ Why, sir, I know very well what it is,but I cun’t just thiuk of
it.”” It teaches to write the language correctly, does n't it?"”
“Yes, sirl I was just going to say thut.” Now if the teacher
were to ask Joln, after all this catechising and these leading
questions, to give the definition in full, be probably could come
no nearer it than at first.

No teacher can be sure that his pupils bave an intelligent
knowledge of their lessons, unless they can recite the words of
the text promptly, and without the straining effort to recollect,
that it is painful to witness. Whenever a scholar fixes his ey
on vacaney with a dull leaden look, nccompanied by knit eyebrows
and an evident unconciousness of every thing going on about him,
and runs over the words of his lesson with precipitate rapidity,
he should be stopped at once, as he knows nothing more of what
he is attempting to recite than though it was Choctaw or Sans-
cript. e should be compelled to go over the text very slowly,
enunciating every word with the utmost distinctuess, giving the
definition of every word, and at last, the sense in his own
language. Even after the subject has been held up, suspended,
as it were, in a dry light, so that the pupil can look all around
it and has answered every question upon it, the teacher can not
feel too sure that it is thoroughly understood. We remember 2
case in point in our own experience. We were examiping a cluss
that we had taught in English erammar, and which, we had a
great deal of confidence, understood pretty thoroughly as much
of the subject as it had been over.  One of the questions was—
“What arc the threc methods of distinguishing gender in
English 2" The answer, of course, was—* By different words, by
different terminations, and by words prefixed or affixed.” What
was our disgust to fiud that several of the class had written
determinations for terminations, showing by this most ridiculous
answer, that they had attempted to cominit words to memory
without the most remote conception of their meaning. 1If our
fricods, who think they are doing remarkably well in their teach-
ing, and are inclined to be puffed up thereat, let them put their
pupils through 1 pretty stitf written examination, and our word
for it, they witl have the conceit taken out of them pretty
effectually.

To return to questions suggestive as helps over hard places.
A friend of ours relates that he once was present at the examin-
ation in geomotry of a graduating class in a young ladics’ academy,
which procecded something in this wise:

Tcacher—Miss A., what proposition have you to demon-
strate 7" Miss A. says nothing, and Jooks embarrassed. “Itis
to dcmonstrate that the three angles of a trizngle are equal to
two right angles, is it not?” * Yes, sic!"” Another pause.
“You draw the triangle ABC, do you not 2" ** Yes, sir!” And
she druws it.  ** You then draw the line ED parallel to the line
AB, do you wot?” ** Yes sir,”” And 0 on through the whole
dfqozsmtion! That was a process of unfulding mind, was
n'tit?

Lt us sy, in conclusion, if any of our readers have been in

the habit of attempting to help their pupils over difficulties by
suggestive questious, reform it altogether as you value your
success as teachers.-—Ohio Educational Monthly.

Tho Earl} oi‘Malme-bnry on Popular Education.

The Earl of Malmesbury distributed the prizes at Christchureh,
Hauts, in connection with the Society of Arts, and after a few intro-
uctory remurks, said :—It is almost superfluous for me to talk to you
upon the importance of educating the geople : there is at the preseat
time Lut one opiuion on the subject. One cannot but recollect with
a smile of satistuction how ditferent the opinion upon this subject is
now from what it used to be formerly—say twenty or thirty Sears ago.
{ remember a very greut man, and at that time a very great Liberal,
for be was a truly hberal man—but he was a man of his time—no less
a man than Prime Minister of this country—I remember him joking
about Education and expressing his belief that it might be camried too
fur, as he termed it.  With his usual wit be described what would
happen if housemaids learned to read. Then be said they would read
novels in bed aud set the house on fire ; if they leared to write, they
would waste their time in writing letters to their sweethearts. Now,
I confess at that time I did not sec why they should not write letters
to their sweethearts, Thut is an example of the views of the yreatest
men yeurs a0 as to popular education ; but you dou’t see the same
thing now. If you talk of housemuids and servants generully read-
ing or not reading, you kuow at once that 1o gentlemun would take a
servant into his house who could not rcad. Why, if he gave him
halfa-dozen notesto carry out, and the man could uot read, how
would he kuow how to deliver them ? He would be abliged fo ask
persons whom he et bow this or that note was directed, and thus the
whole town would become informed of his master's bnsiness. Yet
such was the case certainly not more than thirty years ago, that many
servants in gentlemen's houses, and certainly the greatest number in
the houses of the masters and mistresses of the lower clusses, were
ignorant of reading and wiriting. Therefore, I would ask you not to
adopt the discouragiug tone of some recent speakers of respectability
on Education. I bave seeu some within the lust three weeks try to
prove that Education was retrograding. That caunot be true, because
any man of my age wust recollect the state of Education when be
was u vouth, and how different is now the state of intelligence of the
working class of this country from what itusedto be. We are improv-
ing, weurc not retrograding ; and it is to meetings like_this and 10
societies like the Society of Arts that such improvement isdue. After
combating the idea that Governments had been remiss in the matter
of Educution, the noble Earl said: * When you consider this, that
£9,000,000 have been expended withina very brief time, and that
11,500 certificated teachers are at this moment hard at work in the
instruction of the middle and lower classes, 1 say it would not be
correct 10 atate that Parliament a:d preceding Governments have
done nothing for the education of the people. We have heard &
great deal about compulsory Education. A great many men—good
Judges of mankind, and men who know pretty well the feeling of the
people of this country—think that compulsory Education is the
panaces, the great remedy for the evils of the day. 1 I may give an
opinion—and I do not purpose to state it as a decided one—I think
that the plan of compulsory Education, although it may be carried on
in Prussis, would be altogether opposcd and rcjected in this country,
where a spirit of independence exists which will not allow of people
being interfered with in their ows homes. But that doés not prevent
our sceing, and wishing to maxe all nts feel, the tremendous
respansibility castupon them if they neglect the opportunity of educat-
ing their children and making them good citizens.”™ Pursuing his
remarks on the ueplect of Education, the noble Earl said, ¢ Whatever
Government may be in power, I am sure 1 can answer for the one to
which I have the honour to belong, that they will never be indifferent
to the subject of the Education of the people, but they will exert
themselves to the utmost to solve that problera which hasbeen so ably
allnded to by the eloguent gentlemsn on my left’—Papers for the
ScRoolmaster.

Kational Musical Education in Eng'and.

The following atticle, having special reference to the proceedin
of the Musical Education Comr,:zeiuec recently organized by th‘:
Society of Arts for the purpose of inquiring into the present condition
of Musical Edacation in Eogland, is from the Morning Star :—

 However little we ma to agree in matters political

be disposed
with Mr. Matthew Arnold?l .&?&m of cootinental ¢ Geist,’ wy
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are compelled to coincide in his condemnation of the wretched con-
dition of the fine arts in this country as compared with France, Italy,
or Germany. In asthetic education individualisn does not seem
indeed quulified for success.  We do not believe that in artistic cupa.
city Englishinen are one whit iuferior to Frenchmen or Germaus; the
reason, therefore, thut the former make so poor a show beside the
latter in mwany artistic pursuits, we can only look for in the entire
abscuce in this country of auy public organization for training the
high natural powers which now run wild and waste. In France, in

|
c

¢ The report is well worthy of public attention. It may be asked,
what good résult could the commumtyin general expect from an
increased expeunditure, legislative or voluntary, in this direction? We
cunnot look, to be sure, fur any material or immediate advantage;
but surely there can be few who will refuse to acknowledge thut, as
you raise the taste of'a nation, you withdraw them trom debasing vices,
and elevate them in the morat scale,  Euglund, moreover, has of Jate
been so absorbed in the struggle for commeraal and manutacturing
supremacy, that she hus negiected and lust her old fume as a luud of

Gennany, in Ituly, the Stute undertakes systematically the urtisic music. Perhaps we cun haidly g0 so fur as to endorse the somewhat

education of a linuted number of the most gified youth of hoth sexes. jimaginative decluration of Mr. Chester, that  Meny bugland was

Heunce there is never a deficiency of skilled teuchess of music and the |, musical England; ™ but we share with hun the hope that the ¢tlonts
Y ' 5 3 (

plastic arts in those countries;

whereas in England, though we have | of the Society of Arts may belp us to make Englund musicat agamn,

some great artists, they are accidents, and we cannot in the present | We are not, in general, votaries of State subvention or State action
state of thiugs, without un intellizent teuching body, expret any, where private and voluntary vrganization cun possibly be made aval-
;;eucral diffusion of the principles of suund art throughout the country. | able; but we scem to be in exactly the same position with regard to
This want is felt more especiully in music, for vur cathedrals and [music that we are with 1egard to literature. The State just gave

churches of ull denominations rejuire a constaut supply of trained
musicians, while the growing taste for music among ait classes, ill-
regulated as it unhapply has hitherto been, attricts an Lacreasing
numnber of teachers.  Lhe abisence of sowe ceutrnl body to guide the

ublic tiste in musical matters, and to train professms of the art, is

ecoming more and more u subject of compaint, The Suciety of
Arts has recently tuken the matter in hand. A Committee was ap-
pointed for the purpuse of inquiring into the present condition of
usical education in England, and comwparing it with the continental
system. The Prince of Wales was chairman, and several gentlemen,
well known for their interest in questions of ait, took u part in the
investigation.  The Comunttee’s report has just been pubnshed, and
is a very interesting aud iustructive docuwment. It contains very
copious details respecting the constitution and working ot the various
iustitutions for musical training, for the most part origiuated and
supported by private persons ut present existing in this country. These
arc the Royal Acadeiny of Music, the National Colleges of Music, the
London Academy of Music, the London Vocal Academy, aud the
Military School of Music. Reports are subjoined of the state and suc-
cess of the musicat institutions of Paris, Munich, Vienna, Prazue,
Leipsic, Berlin, Milan, Naples, Brussels, and laége. The evidence of
the chicf professors, compusers, and performers, as well us of some
critics and gentlemen who have studied the question, is given at
length; so thut it will be seen ample matenals have been provided to
enuble the pubiic to furm a judgment as to the expediency of the
State interfering in the matter,

4 The report itself 18 very brief, and merely gives an outline of the
plan which the Committec would desirc to see adopted.  The Royal
Academy of Music, which is organized under Royal Chartes, and
receives 500L per annum from the State, would be the natural centre
of a new system. The Committee would look for a considerable ’ar-
liamentary graot,” under the control of the executive, as the first
requisite for organizing afresh the musical education of the country.
In this way gratuitous instruction, on the French plun, might be given
to persous of’ great uatural powers, who would eagage to devote them.
selves to the public service as musical teachers, aud who, after thewr
cducation had been completed, would for some time reccive support
by means of scholarships Ziven away by competitive examinativn,
The instiwtion would also be open, on payment of moderate fecs, to
the general public. The preseat premises of the Royal Academy of
Music being unfit for their purpose, the Commitice propose that u site
should be obtained fron the Crown, and buildings be crected by
funds raised by subscription. It is believed, of course, 1l were these
suggestions adopted, the lovers of music in England would cor-
forward most liberally to assist in poviding a projer asylum for 1.
new Academy. The preseut state of music i Englaud is enougn
to show hew urgent some step in advance is needed. It we glance
over the names of the celebrated composers, singers, and performers
of the day, we sce many French, German, and Italian names for every
English name ; and this but faintly represents the immense defect of
trained teachers and performers which i3 to be found iu the iower
ranks of the musical profession. We cannot go into the details of the
foreign institutions which are given in the report, but one or two
instances will be enough to show that, to accourt for the inferiority
of Englaud in musical skill, we nced not assume that she is infesior
in musical taste or power. Our entire State contribution to musical
teaching ig, be it remembered, 5001 a-year. In France, the Govern.
ment maintaing the Conservatoire at Paris at 1 cost of nearly 80001,

r annum, besides giving subventions to various provincial places of
nstruction. Throughout Germany the musical academics, which are
all well endowed, receive likewise State assistance o a large extent.
In Ttaly, the three academies of Naples, Milan, and Florence receive
ilnl voaamool\.u proportions an sunusl graut {rom the State of more thag

)

!

cnough tu aflirm the principie of State patronage 5 not envugh to be
of the slightest practical service. By gining nothing, we shoutd, at
all events, save a trtle; by gwing sumething substantial, we should,
at least, anccomplish a result; at preseut we sanction the vice of the
worst hind of patronge without achieving any of the good purposes
which 2 wise aund practical patronage gencrally secures.”—LEdu 1
tional 1imes, Loudon.

Physical Exercives and Recreation for Girly. (1)

Tn discussing this question, it is convenient to divide it into two
patts : tuking fist, physical exercises, which do not profess to be
play, though pleasure may be got out of thew by the way, as out of
other tasks dutifully pertormed ; and sccondly, recreation, in the
sense of amusement, including all sorts of active sports. The dis-
unction is not very detnitely marked; but may be made sufliviently
S0 fur our present purpose.

The physical exercises practised by girls, and not professing to be
play, are deillinyg, gymuastic and catisthenie exercises, duncing and
wihing.  Drilling is not much esteemed in yirls® schools. Gymnas-
tic and calistheme exercises buve greatmerits in the way of gning
strength and clasticity to the muscles, aud it is very desiruble that |
schoors shuuld be provided with the necessury appliances for them.
‘Thesystem of Dr. Rothand Mr. Tyleraie excelient, and may be leasned
from the bouvks published on the subject. These excreises may
aimost be regarded as play ; there is at feast no doubt that many giris
enjoy them very much, ‘Lhisis especially the case when they are
accompuuied by music, which, however, 1s uot essential.  Dancng
has suerits of its own, especially that of cultivating the musical sense.
Graceful motion—mclodious, in that it is moduluted to a tune, and
harsnonious, in that it is the common and mutual action of many
performers—is beautiful in itself, and if pursued for its beauty, and
w0t as an occasion of individuul displuy, can scarcely fail to be bene-
ticial to both mind und body.  Aud though it counts amonyg lessons,
and the practice of steps is certainly irksome work, it may be mades
dignificd kind of play in pluy hours. Walking can scarcely be dis-
pensed with, though, taken by itself; there is not much to be said in
tts fuvour. Its dullucss may be got over by yiving it an object, but
that is ditlicult in schools. Schovlmistresses cannot be perpetuslly
inventing errands, and the girls themselves are not likely 10 have
many, Much of course depends on the locality. Where itis possible
10 gt free country ranbles, they may be made very enjoyable, but
these are scarcely within reach of ordinary London schools.

_ The mcrely physical exercises secm all to share in one common
deficiency ; they want life and spirit.  They would be more beneficial
even to the body ifthey had more heart in them.  When the Lody is
languid or tired by swdy, » force of some kiud is required, either
that .f persuasion or command, or a sensc of duty, or the prospect
of pleasurable excitement, to impel & girl to tuke exercise. She
wauts either to go on with her Iessons or to do nothing. And con-
sidering how many things there aze, in school life as in all life, which
must be done as dutics, 1t seems very desirable that whatever form of
relaxation from ncisal work is adopted, it should be looked forward
10 as a pleasure, not as another and perhaps the most irksome task.
In order 10 inake play really interesting, it scems essential that it
should be competitive. Either it must bea game with sides, in which
one party or the other wins, or there must be something to be done,
soine feat to be performed.  All the most popular games contain this
clement of struggle, and it is a most important point 10 bear in mind,

{1) The following paper is an epitorae of the resalty obtrined in discute
sion of the subject at & meeting of the Loudon Associstion of School.
mistresees, 10th May, 1066
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asthe great difficulty with gitls seews to be that they do not eave for
play. OF course this dous ot apply to chuldren, who if they are told
to play will do it rendity enough, bt to girls from fourteen to twenty
who specinlly need the variety of hearty, vigorous play.  They would
rather rend, or saunter nbout talking ; and one cannot wonder at i,
as the kind of pluy usually withun thew veach 13 esther too stepid ortoo
childish to interest them. Keeping specially s view the cuse of the
older gicls, we proceed to inquire what sports there are which ave at
once hcuhl?', pleasant, suituble for girls, and practicable in London.
Among the nctive sports which are practised by women and girls
may be mentioned swimming, rowing, cricket, croguet, urehery, In
grinse, quouts, bowls, ninepins, skippg, battledore and shattlecock,
coronelly, and other more childish games.  Nwwnming has all sorts
of advantages. It works the muscles, and givos play to the hmgs;
itis competitive, and therelure ispimting ;18 gnes o sense of power ;
it may be o menns of saving life 5 sl fmn(ly, itis nccessible to any
school which is within walking distanco e¢ither of the Marylehone
Bath, or of the Ladies' Swimming Baths, York Terrace, legent's
Pack.  Rowing has many similar  recomendations, and i3 not
unattainable even in London.  Bosts wmay be hired iu the Rogent's
Park for eighteenpence aun hour, and with pmr(\r care, aud by
choosing suitable hours, they may be made use of by ladies’ schouls.
Cricket 1s very popular in some country schools, and it is helieved
that cricket grounds might be hired in London.  Crocquet has the
cardinal merit of being almost universally popular, and it requires
e preparation. It s the disadvantazge that there s a good  dead
of stooping over it and standing stll. — Archery is very goud for
expanding the chest and training the eye, but it requires more space
thau is wsaally avaitable, and a geeat deat of preparation. The game
of quoits is capital for tmining the eye, it exercises the muscles, is
interestiug, requires little space and no_preparntion. It iron quoits
are found too heavy, those made of india rubber can be used. La
grasse isa good game. and shares with boicls, ninepins, and skipping,
the advanta ge that it can be plaved cither 1mdoors of out of doury,
accordinyg to circamstances.  The game of fices is strougly recom-
mended by some people; by others it is smd to be too severe. A
rood deal depends on whether it is played with or without buts, the
former being much easwer.  Batfledore avd shuftlccock is lively, if
plaved in parties, and the noise, which isits great denwback, may be
avoided by using what are called racket-bats.  Coronelle is compar-
atively quiet, and requires more skill than battledoie and shuttecock,
butitis not veryvinteresting.  The more childisht games, whieh are
very numerous, are passed over for the reasun betvre given, that
children can find amusewent for themselves, and can be puetty well
trusted to run about and make as much noise as other people can
hear. Itis for the girls who are neither children nor women that it
is necessary to provide active amusement of au attractive sort. (1)
A few remarks on matters connected with this question muy here
find place.  And first, as regards dress. For many kinds of active
sport girls' dress is very inconvenient.  Ouc does not quite see how
this is to be got over, asit would not do for school girls to be
deessed differently from other people.  But it might at least be urged
upon them to avoid tight clothes and thin boots. They wight also
perhaps be provided with some clothes which will stand min.” Itisa
reasouable objection to oing out in wet weather, if a girl knows
that she will come in with her dress ruined.  To have access to food
at couveunicnt times is another requisite counccted with physical
excrcise. as an active game may be over exhausting to a hungry girl,
and s0 do her wore hann than good. In all cases, but especially
where the constitution is not strong, over-exertion requires to be
guarded against, and in proportion as play is made more mteresting,
watchfulness on this point witl be vecessary, ;
As bearing upon the subject of recreation, it may be mentioned
that occasional excursions, say one in aterm, 1o some place of iuterest
within a reasonable distance are found very wefreshing.  In London,
the Tower, Westminster Abbey, the Crsstal Palace, the British
Muscutn, the South Kensington Museum, and other objects of interest
arc within casy reach. Where expense is not a considemtion, visits
to moze distant places can casily be arranged, and ure looked back
upon with pleasure for long after. It is suzgested that both as regazds
gamesand other kinds of amusement, something *might be done by a
combhination of resources. A croguet mnatch between two schools
would be more exciting than & game plaved by one school onls, On
wat days, schools which are near together migh: make the “indoor
games more lively by an interchange of girls. These considerations

{1} The appiiances roquired for gymaastic and calisthenic exercises and

~ for games of al) sorts, as w11 as 1he fallest and latest information on the
subject, may be obtained at the South Kensington Museam, on application
toNr. Craven, Education Department.

apply cliefly to small boarding schools. Large schools and day schools
get vaviety in other ways. )

In carrying out must of tho furcguing suggestions, two pgrent
obstacles present themselves—timo and expense. Everything tnkes
time, nnd most things cust money.  As to tho st difficulty, it can
ouly be urged that, us a geueral tule, good esults are not obtmned by
sacrificing nuy one part of our untme 1o another. I study takes up
so much tune thut there is not enongh left for play, there must be too
much study going on.  The lessons must be too muny or too long,
and ought to be curtailed.  Probubly in the end, the lessous would
not sufler. 1t scews to he testimony of experience, that when wearo
bright and lively we do vur best work, and o hittle tune then goes o
long way. To keep yvung prople m qmet, equable, good spirvits,
neither languid nor waer-excted j seems to be the great thing. — This
is of course greatly, it might alwost be said muinly, dependent on
moral causes. [t would be a futal mistuke to fmngine that any
awount of good management of the body can ever take the place of
u rightly ordered moral and spiritual life; and probubly gouvduess
amd happiness do more for the body than mere physical health will
do for the mind. It is, however, generally, agiced that it is cusier
to be goud and happy when the body 15 in o thoroughly sound
condition, and it is therefore worth while, in every point ol view, to
give up as umch time as circumtsnees may render neeessiny, in order
to secure physieal health. .

“I'he satae considerntions apply to the question of expense. It i
clearly desirable that ¢ physical exercises and recreation ” should be
wade as little costly as possible—that money should not be squun-
dered upon them.” But it ought uot to he tuken for grunted that
woney spent in this manner is thrown away upon superfluous luxury.
In so fur as the exereise or the recreation serves to muke young
people lively aud vigorous, the outlay is ns profitably bestowed asitit
hiad been for foud or clothus, It is certainly more in accordance
with true economy o spénd mouney in strenghtening the coustitution
in carly life thauto pay it in after years fur doctors, and tounics, und
cadliver oil.

SCIENCE.

A Strange Place for Rotifers.
BY HENRY J. SLACK, F. G. S.,
Qne of the Hon. Sces. of the Microscopical Socicty of Loudon.

In the writer's garden hangs a Mason’s hygrometer, or wet and dry
bulb thermometer.  The supply of wuter to keep the wet bulb moist
is held in o small glass vessel sbout one inch in duiuncter, and rather
wore than that in height, and having a short neck, just wade enough
to allow some threads of Lunp cotton to hang freesy through 1t 1t
way theretore be described as 2 small glass, squat bottie, lovsely
stoppered with lamb cotton.  Every two or three duys in warm dry
weather, and every two or three weeks in wet weather, this vessel
requires replenishung, which is usually done by holding it under a tap,
and suffering the stream uot only to tifl, but to give a good washing
to the cotton aud to the vessel. When the cotton is dirty it is removed,
and feesh supplied.  No green matter of any kind has grown in tho
vessely and very little atmospheric dust could find access to it. Under
these circumstances it could not he expected to be a fuvoruble place
for any kind of infusoris, but in August the cotten fibres became
slimy without getting discoloured, aud this circumstance led 10 u
microscopic examination. There was no deeay in the cotton fibres,
and very little extruncous matter adhering to them, but. the slimy
matter resulted from the presence of a cousiderable number of infu-
soria, among which were many rotifers of small size and of the com-
mon sort.

The chief infusoria in point of numbers were monads of minute
dimensions, some swimming freely with a jecking motion, and others
jnmping violeutly withont much change of place. Withthe help ofSmith
and Beek’s one twentieth and first eyepicee, giving a magnification
of 1000 linear, it was scen that these little objects were provided with
single tails or filaments, and weie able to adhere to the glass by tho
cxtremitics of these organs, aud being thus moored fast to & fixed
poiut. they exceuted a series of jerking jumps in all directions, with
great liveliness. The body of these little monads was white and pear-
shaped, about 1—5000" 1u greatest diameter, aud wmore or less tilled
with smaller cells.  The tails or filnnents were exceedingly fine, and
four or five times the length of the bodivs. A few small citiated infa-
soria were also prescat. The rotifers were namerous and very lively,
though apparentiy stunted in growth by the limited supply of food,
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Part of the cotton was transferred to o Prestun snlts bottle lled
with cistorn water, and left uncovered, so as to catch floating dust.
The cousequence was that in a week or two much mury organic
mattor was present than had heen in the hygrometer vessel, but
this did not lead to incrense in the rotifers, which on the cuntsary
decrensed, ulthough wome new nnimaleules (trachelius, ete.), made
their appeatnuce, und one very deliente ronnd, empty test—probably
of a difffugin—wus observed. This was curious on nccount of its
being covered with what appeared to be wicroscopic crystuls of
carbonate of lime.

As itcannot be supposed that clenn undecnyed fibres of cotton were
devoured ns fuod by any inembers of the colony, they must all have;
lived on the very minute quantity of other organic matter present, and |
cither in decomposition or growth. The monnds were probably |
vegetable, though possibly anitnal.  They appeared to form the food
of the rotifers. und had nothing uoticcnl;ic to live upon,

This nccndentul experimient affords an illustration of the fuct that
very minute quantitics of arganic matter in decay are sufficient to lay
the foundution of, and for u time support, n numerous infusorial
colony, which may include objects of comparatively high organization.
The wind mn{ have carried small rotifers, or their ¢xgs, on to the
cotton ; or, which is more likely, one muy have been imported in the
cistern water with which the hygrometer vessel was filled ; and not-
withstanding the limited supply of food, the crenture and its progeny
flourished for many wccks.-}nlcllcclual QObscreer.

OFFICIAL INOTICES.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
OFFICIAL TOUR OF THE MON. SUFERINTENDENT,

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased, by an Order in
Council of the 15th October, 1866, to approve of the Resolution of the
Council of Public Tustruction, recommending that in view of perfecting as
farag practicable onr system of Public Instruction, nud giving the best
possible direction to Educatioa in the interest of the youth of the country,
itis of the utmost importance to compare the system adopted and the
results obtained so far in Lower Canada with the systems and methods
pursucd in other countrics, and that in consequence the Superintendent of
Education shonld visit Europe and the United States nt an early day, and
report to the Government the result of his enquiries aud observations, as
well g the suggestions which hie may think proper 1o submit with regard
to public ingtruction iu this country. His Exceliency was pleased accord-
ingly, by said Order in Council, to grant leave of abscnce to Hon. Pierre
J. 0 Chauveau until the 1st May 1867, for the purpose of carrying out
the instructions contained in the foregoing resolution.

APPOINTMENTS.
DEFUTY STPERINTENDENT OF EDTCATION.

His Exccllency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
Gth November, 1866, t0 appoint Leuis Giard, Esquire, M. D., Deputy Su-
perintendent of Education for Lower Canndn, under the powers conferred
by the Consolidated Statutes of this section of the Provinve, Cap. 15,

INSPECTOR QF SCHOOLS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council lias been pleased to
appoint George Thompson, Esquire, B. A., to be a School Inspector for
:]hc st‘lirict of Huntingdox, in room of the late John Bruce, Esquire,

ccease

XXAMINERS,

His Execllency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the 22nd
October, 186G, to appoint Désics Bigin, Esquire, and Rev. M. Ferdinand
Laliberte, Pricst, to be Members of the Board of Examiners of Rimouski,
the latter to fill the place of Mr. Thomas Dechine, resigaed.

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
20th November, 1866, 10 make the following sppoiniments of School
Commissioners aad Trustees of Dissentient Schools, viz:

County of Arthabasks, West Chester,—Rev. Joseph Agénor Mopeau.

County of Bunaventure, Paspitinc,—Messrs. Théophile Chapados and
James Ancoux..
. County of Chicoutimni, Chicoutimi,~— Messrs. Jub Blackburn and Protals
arvey,
County of Gaspt, Cap Rosier,— Messes. Johin Dunu and Elic Touet,
County of St Johns, St Johns,—Rev. Fortunat Aubry, and Felix G.
Marchand and John ftussiter, Esqutres
County of Runouski, Ste, Felienté,—Rev, Joseph Octave Perron.
Couanty of Rimouski, St Jérdine de Matnne,—Rev. Désiré Vizina,
County of S nustead, Coaticovk,~ Mr Hilnire Lacroix,
Cuunty of Tem stountis, Madawasks, — Messrs, Jenn Evariste 8t Pierrs,
Deuis Giiflin, Michel Plourde, Lamie Beaubien and Poul Pelletier.
County of Temscounta, Ste. Lowise,—=Mr. Maglvire Gauvin.

TRUBTEES OF DISSENTIENT SCHOOLY.

County of Hochelaga, Village of St Jean Baptiste,—3Mr. David V.
Cluritse.

County of Ottawa, Papincauville,— Mr. Christinas Smithson.

BOOKS APPROVED.

His Excellency the Governor General in Cuuncil was pleas. d, on the
15th Octuber, 1866, to sunction the Resolution of the Council of Public
Instruction for Lower Canadn approving of the following Bouks for the
use of Public Schools, viz:

For Academies:

1. Elementary Latin Grammar,
by R. Chambers.

2. Elanentary Latin Exercises.
same

3 Grammarof the Latin Language. 3y the same, and published by the
same,

4. Advanced Latin Ex.reises. By the same, and published by the same.

5. School Dictionary of the Latin Language. Published by W, R.
Chumbers,

6. Treatise on Practicnl Mathematics.

By Dr. Leonard Schmitz, Published

By the same, and published by the

Published by the same,
For Academice and Model Schools :

1. La Qramumuire conplte de Poitevin,

2. Traizé d'Analagic grammaticale. Ry the same.
3. Traité d'sfnalyse logiyue, By the same,

4. Cours complel de Lsictée. By the same.

For Elementary Schoola:

1. Le Premier Javre de U Enfance.
2. La Grammaire du Premuer Age.
3. La Grammaire Elementaire.
4. Cours gradufs. By the same,

By Poitevin.
By the same.
By the same.

DIPLOMAS GRANTED IN THE NORMAL SCHOOLS.

JACQUES-CARTIER NORMAL SCHOOL.

Academy—Virgile Armand.

Model School —Picrre Provost,
Klementary School —3  A. Beaulicu.
Montreal, Nov. 12, 18GG.

DIPLOMAS GRANTED RY BUARDS OF TXAMINERS,
ROARD OF PKOTESTANT EXAMINERS OF WATERLOOD AXD 3WERTSBURGH.

13t Class Elementary, £ —Melburn S. Briggs and Willinm Whettin.
2ad Class Elementary, X —Chasncey R. Bridge, Chbarles A. Humpbrey,
Misses Annn H. Sweel, Elvira Church.
November, 1866.
J. A. Gissoy,
Sccretary.

BOARD OF KXAXINERS OF CRICOTTINI.

13t Class Elementary, F—~Taure Gaudreault and Delphine Alvina Cha~
Test.
August, 18G6.
18t Class Elementary, F—Louise Simard.
Tes. N. Crorrnes,
Secretary.
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF BERAUCE.

2nd Class Elementary, F. § E~—Mme P. Loubivr (Alvine Blunchet) and
Joséphine Blanchet.
2nd Class Elementary, £ —Catherine Power.,
November, 1866.
J. T. T. Protrx,
Seeretary.

BOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS OF QUEBEC.

NModel School, E~—\Villiam Thomps~n.
1st Cluss Elementary, E—William E Moore.
September, 1866.
D. Wik,
Secretsry.

ERECTIONS, &c, OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIES.

Iis Excetlency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
20th November, 1866,

1st. To aunex the fifth and sixth ranges of the Township of Stukely, in
the County of Sheffurd, to the Municipality of North Stukely for school
purposes, which annexation is to take cftect on the 1st July, 1867,

2ndly. To crect the Scigniory of Madawaska, in the Countv of Temis-
couata, into a Municipality for school purposes, by the name of the Muni.
cipality of Waduweaske, with the limits assigred to the rural mumcipality
of the same name.

3edty. To aunex to the School Municipality of Settrington, in the
County of Charlevois, that porting of the concession of Ste. Croix de-
tuched from the Municipalities of St Urbain and St. Puul’s Bay and already
incocporated with the said Municipality of Scttrington for ecclestastical
purposes.

NOTICE, TO SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS AND SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

Schioot Commissis ners and Trustees of Dissenticut Schools are requested
to tran-uiit to this Oflice, as in duty bound, the names 1 full of all persons
elected by the Ralepayers to fill places conuccted with the Pablic Sclivols
in Lower Canady, togeihier with the date of each olectivn, whether such
election ¢ ok place during the month of July or atany other time. As this
informat on is indispensalile, partics not complying wath the present Notice
will be depeived of the grant.

NUTICE TU TEACHERS.

Teachers' signaturea attached to Semi-Anuunal School Reports, should
invariably correspond with their names and surnam.s as given by themto
the Sceretary of the Board of Examiners from which they obtained the
diplomas authorizing them to teach in the Public Schools of Lower
Cannda Noam-compliance with this Natice tmay, in every case, accasion the
payment of the grant to be delayed. or the gruut to be withheld.

*

SITCATION WANTED.

A voung lady provided with a diploma frem the Laval Normal Schonl
authorizing ber to teach in the Model Schools, offers her services to give
instruction in French, in Englisy, and in Music. Enquire at this Officc.

DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

We ackuowledge with thanks the receipt of the following donations to
the Library of the Department of Public Instruction :

From Philip P. Carpenter, Esq, B.A , Ph. D.—Ounr Convicts. By Mary
Carpeuter.—2 vols, 8vo.

Memoir of De Lant Carpenter. Ly Rev., L. Carpenter. 1 vol. 8vo.

Sermons on Practical Subjects. By Dr. Lant Carpenter. 1 vol, Svo.

Apostolical Harmony of the Gospels. By Dr Lant Carpeuter. 1 vol.
Srvo.

Juveaile Delinqueats. By Mary Carpenter. 1 vol. Svo.

Exiracts feom the Reports of H. M. Ing; ectors of Schools. 1 vol. 12mo.

Words on the War, Ry P. P, Carpenter. Pamphlct.

Human Life in Canada. By P, I, Carpenter. Paniphlet.

The Oberlia Series of Tracts.  Published by P. P. Carpenter.  12mo.
Pamphlct, ’

Songs of Progr..3 and Affection. Published by P. P. Carpenter. 18mo
Pamphlet

Music of Progress and Affection. "Four parts, Published by P, P, Car-
pentes Pamphlet.

Music of Progress and Affection.  Two parts.  With Frrst Notons o
Singing and Elocution for Schools, Published by P. P. Carpenter. 16mo,

From Messrs Reid, Macfarlane & Co, A gents, 153, Great St. James
Street, Montreal, the following School Books fornung part of Chumbers's
Educational Course:

Infunt School Primer. 5 copics.

First Standard Rending Book. 5 copies.

Second Standurd Reading Book. & copies.

Third o u [ S
Fourth u ‘o w7 it
Fiﬁll il " 13 5 [
Sixth & u @ 4 u

Spelling-Book, with numerous Exercises for Dictution. 2 copies.

Readings in English Literature, containivg Readings in English Probe
and Readings in English Poetry. 1 copy.

Iutroduciion to English Composition. 1 copy.

Introduction to English Gramar 1 copy.”

English Goanmmac and Composition. 1 copy.

Exercises on Etymology. 2 copies ’

Algebra : Theoretical und Practical. 1 copy.

Solid and Splierical Geowetry and Conic Sections. 2 copies.

Mathematical Tables These compirehend the most inportant Tables
required m Trigonometry, Mensuration, Land Surveyiog, Navigation,
Nautical Astronomy, &e, nnd are particularly adapted to the Trentises of
Prictical Mathematics of “the above mentioned course  The tables of
Logariths, Logarithuie Lines, &c, ure carried 0 seven decimal places.
2 copies,

Natural Philesophy. In 2 vols.

The Econstme and Compreliensive English Dictionary. By Arnold D.
Couley 2 copies. :

Julius C:wvsar; also, Macbeth ,— from Chambers's Houschold Shake-
spuire, an ed tion purified of objectionable words and phrases, aud spe-
~ially adapted to be read aloud or recsted an family circles and scbools.
1 copy of each.

Spelling-Book, with numerous Exercises for Diclation. Parts First,
Seeoud, and Third. 2 copies of each.

Clxmbers's Twopeuny Copy-Books in a Progressive Series of Ten. 1
copy of each.
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MONTRZAL (LOWER CANADAY), NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1866

Departure of the Mon. Mr. Chauveau for Europe.

On the 14th November, the Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Superin-
tendent of Education for Lower Canada, saled for Liverpool in
the Australasian, in company with the Hon. Meesrs. Cartier and
Galt, who, as it is generally known, visit London with the object
cf definitely arranging the terms of our future Confederation.

Charged with the task of studying the cducational systems in
the most progressive countrics of Europe, Mr. Chauveau will
commence his labors in the United Kingdom, visiting in turn
England, Scotlard and Ircland, theuce he will pass successively
into France, Belgium and Prussia, and after visiting other parts
of Germany, proceed to Austria and Italy, sojourning a while at
Rome, its far-famed metropolis.

Mr. Chauveau’s long experience in the practical working of
our system, his exact knowledge of the state of cducation in this
country and of the educational wants of its population, will doubt-
less enable him to gather from his travels through the most highly
civilized communities of the Oid World, much valuable inform.
ation which may advantageously be brought to bear in the deve-
lopment of public instruction here.

Thz great perfection to which several European nations have
attained in national systems ef education offers a fertile ficld of
enquiry, and one that has been profitably explored by those charged
with the administration of public instruction on this side of the
Atlantic,

Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Education for Upper
Canada, has already made two official voyages to Europe, and is
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now, as will be seen by an extract reprinted elsewhere in these
columns, making a third trans-Atlantio tour to observe and
report on the improvements that have taken place since his former
visits,

In the abscnce of the Superintendent, Dr. Giard will assume
the direction of the Department, having reccived the necessary
authorization by an Order in Council bearing date 6th November,
1866.

On his departure, the following address was presented to Mr.
Chauveau, by the employés of the Department :

“ To the Hon. . J. 0. Chauveau, Superintendent of Education
for Lower Canada.

# Sir,—On the eve of your departure, we have come to testify
our regret at your intended abscuce from among us, and to assure
Jou of our high estcem. Your conduct towards us has ever been
of a nature to sccure this estecm, and we are happy to give it
expression on this occasion. Qur best wishes attend you on your
voyage, waich we hope will be a prosperous one.  We rejoice at
the mark of confidence bestowed upon you by the Government;
it has been justly earned by twelve years of incessant labor
expended in the ameclioration of our system of public instruction,
and by the success which has attended your efforts. You are
now going to scarch the experience of older countries for new
means with which to continuc the progress already achieved.
Yours is a public mission : the education of a people is essentially
linked with its prosperity. Every improvement which our system
shall gain from the result of your observations in forcign countries
will, therefore, prove an additional means of general prosperity ;
and no one is better qualified than yourself to pursue these
enquiries und to render them bencficial and of practical appli-
cation. The future may be read in the past. Once more we
wish you a prosperous voyage, and trust that we shall see you
soon aguin in our midst, fortified by renewed energy and fervor
to labor in that great cause with which you have, as it were,
become identified.

Lotis Grarp,
Deputy Superintendent ;
“J. J. PHELAN,
Assist. Editor Journal of Education, &c. ;
A.N. MoxTeETIT,
Assist. Editor J. de I'Inst. Publigue, &c. ;
P1erre CHAUVEAD,
Clerk of Accounts and Statistics ;-
J. B. LENOIR,
Clerk of Records;;
J.J. LAPPaRE,
Storckeeper;
J. B. Marcoux,
A. GIARD,

Pavs Brouiy,
Messenger;
D. Luck,
Kecper of Government Buildings.

} Extra Clerks;

The McGill University Lecture.

Last cvening, Princic;’l Dawson, Vice-Chancellor of the University,
delivered the annual University lecture at the # William Molson ™
Hall. The Cbancellor (Hon. C. D. Dtil) presided, having near him
on the platform—Hon. Jas. Ferrier, Mr, Dunkin, M. P.P.; M1,

Robertson, Q. C., and Mr. W. Molson, Governors; the Vice-Prin-
vipalof McGill Cbllege, and several Fellows, Professors, and Graduates
— many of them in costume. More thuu a hundred students in the
three fuculties, and a large number of ludies und gentlemen, friends
of the University, occupied the bedy of the Hull. The Chancellor
huving introduced him to the wudience,

The lecturer commenced by stating that the extension of Uni-
versity education might be taken in various seuses, It might refer to
the extension of the course of study, or of the subjeets of examination,
to the incrense of the numnber of students vbtaining such education,
or to such measures as those recently passed by our Lrovinciul Legis.
lature for increasing the number of Universities. Regading the last
of these, as in our circumstances, quite unnecessury, he proposed to
enquire as to the two former kinJs of extension, especiully as con.
nected with Lower Canada, and with the McGill University. As intro-
ductory to the consideration of these subjects, he shortly sketched tho
aspects of University education in Greut Britain, in reference to its
extent and proposals for further extension, from the beginmng of this
century to the present time. He pointed out that the time when
McGill College was revived under its amended charter, was u time of
change and trausition in the Uuiversity system bothin the old and
new world, and that various courses were open tu the authorities of
McGill, between the narrow and limited sphere of study in the vlder
English Univerzities, and the innovations then recently introduced
or proposed in the newer institutious of thes kind. e then mentivned
the system actually adopted here, an eclectic one, not being sumilar to
any in use elsewhere, {Jut based on u careful study of the sesults of
actunl expericuce here and in other countries, with 2 view to reatizing
the best possible practical results, It had been eminently successtul
in gathering around the University u large and uble body of profes-
sors and lecturers, and a very larze number of students, in the pro-
vision of buildings, collections and books, in the aflilintion of Colleges
to the University, in the great educationul results directly urindirectly
attained, and in laying a sure basis for future effort.  Much, however,
still remained to be done before the University would attujn its full
development, either in regard to the extent of its works or the nus.
ber of its students. Tt may be thought that the sphere of the Univers ty
is purely educational rather than practical; but in a country so defi-
cient as this in schools of art and practical science, and yet aspiring
to success in those industries which withvut such schouls must be
crude, abortive and unsatisfactory, it 18 most desirable that the Uni-
versity should be enabled to do something. He described the schools
of practical science in Harvard and Yale Colleges, the recent dona-
tion of £50,000 to found a school of mines in the former; and the
School of Technoloay in Boston, with an cndowment of half a
million of dollars. The hundreds of young men triuncd i all the
applications of physical and chemical science, going fuith from such
schools, constitute a power which wust always make the country
possessing them, and, notwithstanding any artiticial stimuli, an invine.
ible competitor to a country which starves its Boards of Arts, and
gives no endawwments to schools of practical Svience and A1t Another
way in which the cause of learning might be advanced in this country
was by connecting with our Universities annual lectureships on sub-
iects not regularly tuken up in the College course, on the plan of the
Brampton lectures at Oxford.  These lectureships would he useful
here on such subjects as the Christian Evidences, Biblical Literature,
Local History and Antiqmties, Hygicne and Sanitary Reforms, Eco-
nomic Science. Local Natural History and the Fine Aits. There was
much room for improvement in the Collections, Lib-ary and Apparatus
of this University and its affiliated Colleges. Some iteresting details
were given as to the accumulation of the present collections and
Library of the McGill University, and the recent munificent provision
for such ohjects at Oxford, and in conuection with Harvard College
were noticed as examples to us. The recent liberal donation of Mr.
Redpath to the library of this University was also mentioned, and the
offer made to us by Dr. Carpenter of a large collection of shells. The
want of an astronomical telescope in our 6bscrvntoxy was pointed out
asa great deficiency, and a further want was that of a good botanic
garden, and more _especially a green-house for exotic plants.  Else-
where botanic gardens had been established vers early in Universities.
He instanced those of Oxford and Edinburgh as instructive cases in
point. The time won'd also soon come, if it had not already arrived,
when sub-divisions of some of the chairs of the faculty of Arts or aids
to the profession, by means of tutors, would be imperatively demanded;
but this was now mercly hinted atin general terms.  Turning to that
departuient of extension which related to the inerease in the number
of persons receiving colleginte education and degrees, he might say
that this had Leen an object constantly kept in view : and to sccure
it and cultivate a taste for liberal edacation, the fees had been reduced,
free tuition _had been granted to deserving students, vesidence in the
College had not been insisted on, partial and occasional students had
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been admitted, exemptions hind been granted to professional students,
and the students of aftiliated colleges had been admitted to the examin-
ations for degrees. Everything, in short, had been done, short of
reducing the standard of actun! education. They had, however,
steadily refused to receive to examination for degrees persons whose
training was not under the care and supervision of the University,
this being o course which would necessarily lead to mere cramming
rather than education, and they were not of opinion that in this or
auy other way the examining and teaching functions of the University
should be separuted. In order safely to extend the University examin-
ations aud to give them & provinciul character it wus necessary : Ist,
- that the examining body should have its centre in a strong and vi-
gorous teaching body; 2ud, that it secures the services of practical
educationers a3 examiners; 3rd, that it should require a thorough
collegiute training on the part of candidates for dugrees; 4th, that
it should he independent of the narrowing influence of the smaller
colle7es, ever ready to lower the standard, under pretence of making
it higi:er in some fuvourite department. The lecturer held that the
systein now matured and tested by some experience here, is the only
sufe and proper one possible in this country. An earnest appeal was
then made to the friends of higher education for the endowment of
scholarships in aid of deserving students. The lecturer described at
lenyth the munificent provision of this kind in Oxford, where £26,000
are given annually in such aids to students; in Dublin, where there
are more than 200 such scholurshipe; and in Edinburgh, where there
are Y7 bursaries and scholurships.  He then noticed the allowance of
£1,500 annually for this purpose in each of the three recently estab-
lished colleges of the Queen's University of Ireland ; and to show the
necessity of such provisions on this side of the Atlantic, he cited the
aids of this kind given in Harvard and Yale, and in the Uuiversity of
Torouto and other Universities in British America. It should be borne
1 mind that the success of McGill University had been achieved in
the absence of any of these stimuli to learning, which the revenues of
the University could not afford, but which might well be furnished by
the liberality of fricnds. Could they be obtained, a great stimulus
might be given to the schools and to a better preparation for
professional life, und both the extent and elevation of literary
culture might be vastly increased. The lecturer then briefly
referred to the relation of the University to the schools, and
its efforts to aid aud improve them, with the need of substantial aid,
in order fully to carry out its plansin this respect. He closed by
shewing the students and graduates present that, though they had
good cause to think well of their Alma Mater, they should hold them.
gelves bound, as ber sons, to aid her prosperity aud progress. It hud
been well for Canada if the work of establishing Universities had not
been neglected until two geuerations of men %nad grown up without
their benefits. Had it not been so, there would have been ten educated
men iu Canuda for every one we bave to-day, and the whole tone of
society would have been elevated and assimilated to that of the Mother
Country. This evil the University may now remedy as specdily as
may be, and its full results will not be experienced until the succezs,
and wealth, and influence of its own graﬁates begin to react on its
prosperity. Hitherto our Cauuadian Universities have been like the
seed which puts forth from its own substance its rootlets and tender
leaves, and which cannot be truly flourishing or bring forth the fruits
of its mature existeuce uutil it has fixed atself firmly in the soil and
draws its nourishment from its bosom. Our work will not be complete
and secure until benefactions and endowments begin to flow in from
our own graduates. Then we may believe that we are truly rooted
in the soil. In the meantime we must appeal to those men of enlarged
mind who are sufficiently sagncious aud hopeful to see in our present
imperfect labours the germs of greater things to come.

The learned lecturer was loudly applauged at the close of his lec-
ture; and the Chancellor having conveyed to him the thanks of the
audience and expressed a desire that so excellent a paper would be
given them in print,— the proccedings closed. .

The students afterwards, according to custom, visited the houses of
some of their Professors aud some of the schools, cheering aad
serenading them.— Monireal Gazette, 24th Nov,

—

Short Schoo! Time, with Military or Naval Drill :
in conncction especially with the Subject
of an Efficient Militia System.

The above is the title of an able lecture delivered before the Literary
and Historical Society of Quebec, by E. A. Meridith, Esq., LL. D,
Asastant Provincial Seceretary for” Upper Canada. We give the
following extracts, which will ﬁe found to contain valuable inform-
aton :

“In 1860 & Royal Commission was appointed in England to Teport

upon the state of popular Elementary Education in that country, The
Commission included the nawes of the late Duke of Newcastle, Mr.
W. Nassau Senior, and many other eminent educational reformers,
peculiarly %\lmliﬁed for a work of such national importance. The
results of the Commissioners’ labors are contained in six bulky
volumes, which form a valuable Repertory ou the subject of National
Education.

% Witbout at allundervaluing the importance of the labora of the
Commissioners, it may be safely asserted that no part of their able and
voluminous report is so suggestive, none so certuin to bring about
eventually a radical and permanent revolution in the whole Sf'stcm of

education, as the short and unpretending commuuication, published in
the appeudix, addressed by Mr. Edw. Chudwick to Mr. Scnior. It is

to this paper of Mr. Chadwick, and to a subsejuent explanatory letter
from him on the same subject, also addressed to Mr. Senior, thatlam
wainly indebted for the fucts and arguments which follow.

““Lhe object of Mr. Chadwick’s paper is to c¢stablish thatin ordinary
public schools, too much time is devoted to book instruction, too little
to the physical training of the pupil ; that the mind is overworked—
thebody isufliciently exercised ; thatbouk-work is genevally prolonged
much beyond the capacity of the pupil, to the njury nhke of his
physical and mental powers. He further asserts thatit s demonstrable,
vay that it has been demonstrated by actual experiment, that by
employing in the physical training of the pupils, more particularly in
systemutic military and naval drill, a portion of the time, now uselessly
or hurtfully misspent on books, incalculable benefits, physical, moral,
intellectual and ecounomical, will result to the persous taught, and, as
a matter of course, also to the nation.

¢ The startling novelty of Mr. Chadwick's views, and the very
maguitude of the benefits which ke cluimed as certain to follow {rom
the general adoption of the plan of Education which he had inaugurated
had a tendency to make most people incredulous of the project, if
not to reject it altogether a8 utopian. The high reputation, however,
of Mr. Chadwick, who had been for upwards of a guarter of a century
an carnest and able laborer in the cause of social reforms, espécially
in matters connected with popular Education, would have amply
sufliced with all thoughtful men to secure a respectful consideration for
any opinion, however strange or paradoxical, which had received the
sanction of his advocacy. But Mr. Chadwick did not rest satisfied
with mere opinions or arguments in support of his views. He gave
hard, unanswerable fucts—facts sustained by the concurreut testimony
of the most intellizent and experienced school teachers and of some
of the most able military men in Great Britain.

‘ Mr. Chadwick's theories gave rise, as might be expected, to no
little discussion in Englaud. France and Germany, and other Euro-
pean countries, took up the question, and on this continent too,
especially among our practical neigbbors in the States, Mr. Chad-
wick’s views attracted not a little attention. Here, and there too, but
particularly in England, the system was put to the true test, that
of actual experiment. And it may be asserted, beyond controversy,
that all the discussions which have taken place upon the merits of
Mr. Chadwick’s systen, all the experience of its working, wherever it
has been fairly tried, have alike served to establish more and moze its
infinite superiority over the old régime.

#We shall now proceed to point out some of the evils, so far at least
as over-mental work is concerned, of the system of education usually
followed in our public schools, and we shall then explain the half-time
system more in detail, noting the sort of physical training—military
and naval drll—which Mr. Chadwick advocates ; and lastly, the
enormous bencfits to the individual and the nation which may be
expeeted to flow from the general adoption of the new system ; under
the last head will be descrﬂ)cd, at some length, the important Learing
of the proposed reformation in our school system upon one of the great
aufgstions of the day in Canada,~the question, namely, of our national

efences.

4 Present routine of Education at the Schools.—First, then, let us
consider briefly the routine of education at present pursued in the
majority of our Eublic schools, and examine what are its cffects upon
the mental and bodily health of those who are subjected to it.

# Weshall here quote the words of a recent able writer in the States,
who has discussed this subject with reference to_the school system of
the Union. His remarks, however, are as applicable to the school
system of Canada asto that of the United States :—

* Six hours a day, for the most part, is the allotted school time in
this part of the country. Occasionally we find it five, and as often
probably seven. The rooms, with some cxceptions, are badly warmed
and badly ventilated, the thermometer ranging, in winter, from 55 to
80, and the air contaminated by the respiration of one or two hundred
pairs of lungs, and the impurities that arise from a leaky, over-heated
stove or farnace. The time not devoted to atudy is occupied in reciw
ations, or exercises that require s considerable degree.of mental:
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activity. To accomplish all the tasks, the re

sular school hours are l from his wellknown ability and large experience in mental diseases,

seldom sufficient, and more or less time must be given to study out of | is peculiarly competert to speak with authority upon the subject :

school. It may be a single hour : it may be two, three or four. The time
will bedeterniined by the amount of the tasks, by the ambition, capacity
or excessive anxiety of the pupil. With quick-witted children, who have
uo very strong desire to excel, and those who have neither desire nor
cupacity to excel, itis short. Ou the contrary, with the sluggish, but
conscientious intellects, with the ambitious whostrive fur distinetion,
and the morbidly sensitive und timid, it is lony. "

4 The author from whumI hase quoted then gives severnl easmples
of the lessons learned jn o day in several public schools taken at
random, and adds :—

“ These may be cousidesed as avernge examples of the amount of
work now put upon the youthful brain.” They are the first thut came
to hand, but I have reason to believe that additional statisties of this
kind would oftener shuw a larger than o smaller requirement.  They
will enuble every one to judge fur himself with suflicient aceuracy,
whether the steain to which they subject the mind is or is not com-
putible with the highest degree of healthy endurance,

Erening Study.—* In cunuection withi this matter of out-of:school
study, it must be cansidered that much of it is pursued in the evening,
often until a late hour,—a practice more pernicious to the health, in
{;ou}h or adult, than any other description of mental exercise. The

rain i3 in no condition fur sleep immediately after such occupation.
The mind is swacming with verbs and fractions and triangles, and
tedious hour or two must pass nway before it falls into a restless,
scarcely refreshing slumber.  Jaded and dispirited it enters upou the
duties of the duy with little of that buoyancy which comes only from
‘nature’s sweet restorer.’

‘¢ Thus it is that in all our citics and populous villages, the tender
mind is kept in a state of the highest activity and effw, six or eight
hours a day fur several years iu succession, with ouly such intervals
of rest asare furnished by the weekly holiday, and the occasional vaca-
sion. Sunday can hardly be admitted amonyg these intervals, for that
day has also its special school, with its lessons and rewards. In other
words it is subjected to an amount of task-work which, estimated
merely by the time it reyuires, is greater than what may be considered
a proper allowance to a caltivated adult mind.”

Physical Evils Fxperienced.—But beside these evils to the mental
health of children, resulting from the strain upon their mental powers,
there is the physical evil resulting from the prolonged and unnatural
l:!nysxc:\l restraut and sedentary confinement of chidren. We have

igh authority for stating that the enforced stillness of growing boys
or girls in a school-room, however well warmed and veutilated, for
five or six hours in the day, is & violation of the primary laws of phy-
siology. The restlessness and inattention of the unfortunate littie
victims of our modern system, after a few hours' schooling, their
irrepressible eagerncss to escape from their restraint, notwithstanding
all the artifices of the teacher to interest them, might of thumselves
warn us that we are dong violence to nature. “The chief question,”
writes Dr. Schireiber of Leipsic, is, *how are our childien brought
up ? Is it according to the laws of nature 2 The answer is no, or
we should not see so wany chitdren who were rosy and healthy before
going to school, become }leu and bloodless after attending schovl. ™
Auother writer says : 4 Nature commands children to play and romp,
Just ns she docs young colts and lambs. Pen them up in school, fetter
their limbs, shut them ont from God's sunshine and vivifying breezes,
and what do we make them 2 Their physical integrity is certainly
impaired, but is not their intellectual, nay, is not their moral integrity
also affected by this unnatural aud artificial system 2" In their zeal
for the mind, our modern cducationists would seem to havealtogether
lost sizht of the budy. They forget that for the perfect man we must
have the “mens sana in corpore sano,” they consider not that inti
mate “consent hetween mind and hody,” by virtue of which the former
raust suffer, if the latter is neglected.

In our inodern system of education the physical training of children
has, for the most part, been left altogether fo nature or to accident.
The evil effects of thissystem have, therefore, shewn themsclves, as
might have been anticipated,, more among girls than Loys ; hecause
the former are less likcIy than the latter to seek for themselves those
out-door sports and amusements which counteract, to some extent, the
ijurious effect of excessive mental labor and bodily confinement.

Proof of the Ecil—~But it may be allezed that we have exagger-
ated the evil effects of our present school system on the mental and
rhysucal health of the children attending school ; we may be chal-
enged to Producc proof of our assertion. Junumerable instnuces are
adduced of persons who have gonc through the ordeal without any
appreciable impairment of their mental or bodily health, and bence
the inference is somewhat bastily drawn that the gystem is innocent of
the evils which we hare Jaid at its door.

On this point it will suffice to cite the opinion of Dr. Ray, who,

¢ The manner in which the evil (resulting from excessive mental

y application in schools) is manifested is nut very uniform, but however

various the results, they agree in the one essential element of a dis-
turbed or diminished nervous energy. It rarely comes unmediately
in the shape of iusauity, fur that is nut a disease of chuldhood or early
youth. It impairs the power of concentrating the fuculties, und of
mastering diflicult problems, every attempt thereat producing confusion
and distress. It bunithes the hope and buvyancy natural to youth,
aud puts in their place anxiety, gloom, and apmehension. 1t dimu-
ishes the conservative power of the anial econotny to such a degree,
that attachs of disease, which vtherwise would huve pussed off sufely,
destroy life almost before danger is anticipated. Every intelligent
physician understands that, other things being equal, the chaunces of
recovery are far less in the studious, lighly iutellectunl child than in
one uf an opposite description.  Amongthe more obvious, aud smme-
diate effects upun the nervous system, are unaccountable restlesuess,
disturbed and deficient sleep, luss of appetite, epilepsy, cholera, and
esrccinlly a kind or irritability and cxhaustion, which leads the van of
a host of other ills, bodily and neutal, that seriously impair the
efliciency and comfort of the individual,

+¢ T have said that insanity i3 rarely an immediate effect of hard
study at school. When a person becomes insune, people look around
for the cause of his affection, aud fix upun the most recent event
apparently capable of producing it. Post koc propter hoc, is the
common philosophy on such occusions. But it the whole mental
history o(P the patient were clearly unfolded to our view, we should
often find, I apprehend, ata much more early period, some agency far
more potent in causing the cvil, than the misfortuune, or the passion,
or the bereavement, or the disappointment which attracts the common
attention. Among these remoter agencies in the production of mental
discase, T doubt if any oue, except%ercditary defects, is more common
at the present time 2han excessice application of the mind when youny.
The iinmediate mischief may have seemed slight, or have readily
disappenred after a total separation from books and studies, aided,
perhaps, by change of scene ; but the brain 15 left in a condition of
peculine impressibility which renders it morbidly sensitive to every
adverse influence. ”

The failure of Clever Boys.—Is it uot in consequence of this unduly
severe mental toil together with the absence of proper physical train-
ing, that we find that many a boy of high promise, the delight of his

arents, the dux of lus school, is found to * unheseem the promise of

is youth "' and turn out & very common place, if not a dull and heavy
man ? Is not this the reason why so many intellectual and interesting
children are like medlars rotten before being ripe, and docs it not
supply us with the true answer to Dr. Johson’s query : *¢ What becomes
of all those prodigies 2

Ancient and Modern System.—Before leaving this part of my sub-
ject, it may not be out of place to note very brieily the great and
charactenistic differeuce in tlus particular between the mmodern system
of education, and that which obtained among some of the leading
nations of antiquity. It is curions and instructive to mark the different
degrees of importance assigued to the physical part of education in
the ancient and the modern world,

* Among the Persians, ** we are told, ¢ the entire cducation of the
youth from their fifth to their twentieth years was confined to three
things : riding, shooting with the bow, aud speaking the truth.”” Here
physical education is the chief, almost the only element, and mental
education is not even mentioned.  This is just such a system of educu.
tion as we wight expect to find among a people removed only a few
degrees from the savage state. Advancing to times of civilization
we vome to the Greeks and Romans.  Both these nations recognized,
as we all know, the necessity and importance of mental cducation;
and it formed accordingly, an essential part of their system of educa-
tion. But still physical training was by no means neglected; on the con-
trary, it was regarded us an ¢ssential if not the most imnpo:rtant part of
the training of the youth. The very names, indeed, of the Greek and
Roman school—Gymnasia and ludi—indicate places intended pri-
marily for physical exercise.

Looking st the Greck and Roman plan of cducation we, with our
modern views us to the paramount importance of intellectual culture,
may feel inclined to impeach it as giving too much importance to
physical training, to the disparagement or negleet of mental cultiv-
ation. But when we call over the hright muster-roll of poets, statesmen,
orators, and historizus which both of these nations produced, we must
pause Lefore we condemn the system of education which can point to
such splendid results. ’

Mr. Chadwick refers with satisfaction to the fact that the authorities
of the venerable University of Oxford have recently recognized the
necessity of systematised bodily training in connection with the inental
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. labor of the University, and expresses the hope “that we msy have
from the university an example of the revival of a really classicnl
education, an cducation founded on the precepts of Plato, Aristotle
and Galen, which divided the public cducation into three parts, of
which one was for meutal training in the schiools, one for bodily train.
ing in the gymuasium, and the third tuition in accomplishinents, as
music,"’ &,

First remedy for the Ecil—Having dwelt so fully upon the grounds
upon which Mr. Chadwick, aud other education reformers fo’]lowing
in his track, have impeached the modern system of education, it is
almost unuccessary to say that the remedies for the evil of which they
complain are two-fold. )

Ist, A reduction to the proper limits of the time set apart in schools
for book instruetion ; (1) and 2ud, Systematic physical training of
tha children ; including in that trzining for the male portion of the
school population, naval or military drill, or both.

The extent to which the time usually devoted in schools to book-
instruction may be advantageously reduced is a question of detail which
cannot probably be conclusively estabtished untit the half-time systemn
has been submitted for a few more yeurs to the test of actual exper-
ience. Mr. Chadwick, indeed, usserts and the testimony of the able
and intelligent wituesses examined by him, fully bear out the assertion,
that the oidinary school hours may be reduced one half, without in
the slightest degree diminishing the amount of book-instruction
acquired by the pupil in a given time,

Laimit of @ pupil's atlention.—Without, however, attempting, bere,
to fix with mathematical nicety the precise number of hours during
which boak-instruction may be profitably carned on in schools, 1t
may, at least, be laid down as an axiom that such instruction ceases
to be profitable, and should, therefore, be given up, when tie pupil
is no longer able to give his entire attention to what is tanght, The
instant the pupil becomes fatizued and tired, the instaut he loses the

ower of bright voluntary atlention (as one of the wituesses aptly calls
1t), it is time to stop the lesson. Everything done after that is either
unprofitable or hurtfu!, or both. If a boy wmakes an extraordinary
cffort to keep his attention fixed on the subject before him, when bhis
capacity of voluntary attention is exhuausted, the mental effort is
injurious. If, on the other hand, the boy merely makes believe that
be is attending to his lesson when his thowghts are oun his marbles or
his tops, he is acquiring & dishonest moral habit, that of pretending
todo what he is not doing ; a fatal mental habit, too likely 0 eling to
him through life, of looking at 4 book without thinkiug of what he is
reading, a habit of duwdling over work ; a habit the very opposite to
that which is so invaluable in real life, that of doing earncstly the
business of the moment ; of thinking of it and nothing else for the
tm:, in obedience to the teaching of the golden maxim ¢ whatever
thy hand findeth todo, do it with thy might”

Instruction through the Senses.—This is not the place to enforce
the truths, which are now bhappily beginaing to be at least dimly
recoznized : that children should be made to learn as much as pos-
sible by and throughtheirsenses, hy their own powers of observation:
that when it is possible they should be made to study natural objects,
the things themselves, rather than the signs of things—words : that
the seuses themselves, us well as the reasoning powers. should be
carefully cultivated ; and that the right education of our senses
especiatly of the e{)e. not anly contributes much to our comfort and
enjoyment ‘n life, but, in the case of the working classes, adds ver
materially to their usefulness and efficiency, and consequently to their
value ag workmen.

(To be continued.)

Twenty-ninth Convention of the 'I'éachers’ Asgociation
in connection with the Laval Normal School.

(Held 3lst August and st September, 1866.)
FIRST SITTING.

Present: Rev. Principal J. Langevin; Mr. J. B. Clouticr, President 3
Mc. Louis Lefehvre, Seeretary ; Messrs F. X, Toussaint and Lacasses
N. Thibault, D. McSweeny, C. J. L. Lafrance, H. Rousseau, Ed-
Carrier, C. Dufresne, L. T. Dion, G. Labonté, F. X. Pagé, J. B-
Dugal, Frs. Fortin, P. Paradis, C. Robitaille, G. Tremblay, Frs.
Siward, Wm. Taylor, F. Morrisset, Louis Blanchet, J. Cloutier.

(1) The official regulations for othzr public schools of Gpper Canada do
not prascribe the number of school hours, bat it is expressly provided that
they ¢ shall not excoed ¢iz.” They may be three, four, or five, at the
discration of the trustees.—Ebp, J. of Edu.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and adopted, Mr.
C. Dufresne delivered a lecture on Mechanics, in which he explaincd
the different applications of the lever, illustrating the subject by
means of geometrical dewonstrations.

The meeting then adjourned to the following morning.

SECOND S81TTING.

Psesent: Rev. Principal J. Langevin ; Mr. J. B. Cloutier, President;
Mr. Louis Lefebvre, Secretary; Messrs ¥, X. Toussaint and Lacasse,
N. Thibault, D. McSweeny, Ed. Carrier, C. Dufresue, L. T, Dion; G.
Labonté, F. X. Pagé, J. B. Dugal, Frs. Fortin, C.  Robitaille, Frs,
Simard, Wm. Taylor, ['. Morisset, Louis Blanchet, J. Cloutier, L.
Frachette, P. A. Roy, F. Turgeon, P. Provengal, C. Gagné, C. Lu.
combe, S. Laroche, F. X. Gilbert, C. Dion, Jos. Létourncau, W.
Fortin, H. 1hemblay, Z. Lapierre, H. ltoussean, N. Ryan.

‘The election of office-bemeis for the ensuing year resulted as
follows: President, . X. Toussaint; Vice-President, ?ld. Carrier;
Secretary, L. P, Dion; Treasurer, A, Lacasse; Committee, C. Du-
fresne, 8. Fréchette, P. A. Roy, Frs. Fortin, Louis Lefebvre, C.
Dion, J. B. Cloutier, J. B. Dugal, G. Labonté.

Aiv. Cloutier then lectured on Bolany. L

Mr. Lacasse read an essay on the digestive system, elucidating the
subject with the aid of illustrations.

‘The following question was debated : What is the best method of
teacking the History of Canada in our schools ? X

The President recommended the adoption of the suggestions mado
on the subject by Principal Langevin in his excellent text-book on
Teaching, and gave the teachers some very good advice touching the
method according to which the history of Canada should be taught in
the common schools, insisting that care must be taken not to create
confusion in the pupils’ notions of history, but that they should be
taught to distinguish between the principal events and those of subor-
dinate importance; and if circumstances required that the lessons
should be abridzed, it was the duty of the teacher to explain the
leading incidents. This could be done eusily by making use of a
chronological table of the most important events iu the history of
Canada, and then by requiring the pupils to give the date of any
particular event from memory, or reversing the process. In con.
clusion he made some observations on the various wethods of teach-
ing tl;e history of Canada most proper to the ditfereut grades of
schools.

Messrs. J. B. Cloutier, Louis Lefebyre aund Joseph Letourneau
!)romised to prepare papers for the next couvention—the former
mving announced Bofany ns the subject of which he would treat.

Mr. Lacassc 1ccommented to the favorable notice of the Association
a series of copy-hooks published by Mr. Eusébe Senécal, Montreal;
and invited the teachers to adopt them generully, as they offered the
combined advantazes of practical and theoretical exercises at the same
time. All the copy-books belouging to this serics contain well-gradu-
ated examples in French, and of a superior text; morcover, in-
structions in which are luid down the principles of callizraphy and the
method to be followed in correcting defects of penmanship, will be
found on the iuside of the cover of each book. .

Mr. C. Dufresne moved, scconded by Mz F. Morisset, that the
thanks of this Association be tendered to the out-going Office-Bearers
for the able manner in which they had acquitied themselves of their

3 | duties.

The following subject will be proposed for discussion at the con-
vention to be held in January next: What advantayes does Algebra
aoffer in our model schools and academies ; and {0 whal exient should
this branchk of learning be taught? .

8Thc convention was then adjourned to the last Friday of January,
1867.

Notices of Books and Recent fulnllcatlons.

Mavravrir.—Histoire des Abénakis, depuis 1605 jusqu'@ nos jours.
Par 1 400¢ J. 4. Mawraull. From the Printing Establishment of
the Gazetle de Sorel, and for sale by all the Jooksellers in Canada.—
§vo, x-631-vi pp. Price $1.50.

The vemnaut of the Alenakis, the descendants, as we are told, of
the once powerful {ribe of Canibas, now numbers but 350 souls in
Canada, The allies of France against the English, these savages
took an active part in the carly days of colonial warfare, and many
pages of Amcrican bistory record the sanguinary deeds of their
warriors. .

The word dbenaki, siguifying in the langusge of the Algonquins,
“Land of the Rising Sun,” indicates plainly enough the direction
whence came the people to whom it Las been applicd. The Abenaguis
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occupied Maine, and extended into New Hamsphire, New Brunswick,| Baiy. —English Composition and Rhetoric. A Manual, By
and along the borders of Nova Scotia, but th +y did not occupy any | Alexander Bain, M. A. American Eehition, Revised. New York.
part of Caunda until 1680, the date fixed b; 1ho author as that at|D. Appleton & Co.—8vo, 343 pp.

which their immigration to the banks of the St. Lawreuce began,

The touching recital of the sottlement of the tribe in the land of
their adoption cannot fuil to awaken deep interest in the mind of the
reader, conscious as he will be that the time is drawing near when
the last of a fugitive people shall have passed away. Without
aiming at literary excellence, the author hus produced a’work whose
intrinsic merits will not fail to be fully appreciated.

. Borruwick.—The Battles of tho World; or Cyclopredia of Battles,
Sieges, and Important Military Events, the Origin and Institution of
Military Titles, &c., ulphabetically arranged. With an Appendix,
containing a Chronologicul Tuble, from the Creation to the present
day. By Rev. J. Douglus Borthwick. Moutreal: 1866, Published by
John Muir, and Printed by John Lovell.—8vo, viii-500 pp.

In the words of the Author, this volume ¢ embraces t‘le whole of
t_he principal battles, by land and sea, that have ever taken place,
from the eariiest recorded action of which we have in history any
distinct and relinble information, to the very last event of military
importance which has transpired previous to going to press.” i

It will be seen by the following extract, that the Rev. Mr, Borthwick
has nobly vindicated the martiul spivit of his countrymen from the
Ssll))ertsnons cast upon them by carceless writers in the heas of newspaper

cbates :

4 It has been said that Canada was neither a military nor a literary
colony. The eveuts of the last few weeks fully prove to the cone
trary, regarding her militacy ardor. Her sons nobly responded to the
Government call: and had necessity required, as fuir and fully
cquipped an army would have trod the battle-field as ever stood
arrayed betore an en:my;—and these sons of hers were scions of all
stocks—frum the sun ot the learned divine or lawyer, to the peasant’s
only boy. As regards her literary fame she has produced works which
will compare fuvorably with sister colonies, and may vank side by
side with the Mother Country. Lo vefute the assertion, too, may be
here remarked, what an agent for some of the largest publishers both
of England and the United States said not long azo: ¢ In the last
three months be had sold twenty complete copies of une of the largest
and best Encyclopadias, ang nearly double that number in parts,”
added to the hundreds of other publications which are being scattered

bro.ndcztst over the country, prove that the Canadiang are cultivating
their minds as well as their broad acres.”

_Taxron.—Portraits of British Americans, by W. Notman; with
Biographical Sketches; Edited by Fenning Taylor, Deputy Clerk,
and Clerk Assistaut of the Legislative Council, Ottawa. Printed by
John Lovell, Montreal, 1866.

Purt X of the above beawtifully adorned publication is received. Tt
containg photograps of the Hon. George Brown, M.P.P. ; Major
Campbell, C.B.; Hon. F. Evunturel, M.P.P.; Hon. John Young,
and Hon. Hector Louis Langevin, exccuted in the highest style of
art and accompanied with biographical sketches, by Mr. Taylor, that
offer a rare oppportunity to form an acquaintance with the prominent
nen of British America.

La Revrs Cavaviesse.—Montical : E. Senéeal, Publisher.

The number for November contains the continuation of the nar-
rative entitled: De Québec @ Mexico, by Faucher de St. Maurice ;
Endreticn sur Naples, by J. S. Raymond ; Les Débuts d'un Iléros,
by an unonymous pen; La ¢ Vega” de Grenade et I' Alhambra, by
L. R. Musson; Ui mot sur la Pholographie, by Hector Berthelot’;
Nuit 4’ Eté, i)y Benjamin Sulte; Mon Fillage, by Eustache Pru-
J'homme ; Book Notices, by E. Lef. de Bellefeuille and Joseph Royal,
and a Monthly Summary by S. Lesage.

Astie.—Depuis I Etablissemont des Premidres Colonies jusqu' @
U Election du Président Lincoln ; By J. F. Astie. Paris.—8vo, 2 vols.

The suthor appears to be wall read in the history of the origin of
the American Colonies, and his narrative will be perused with interest,
especially by French readers secking information on the subject.

Dessaze.—Prisons et Grdace en France, daprés des lextes inédits.
Parisz; 1866. Plon. .

Mr. Demaze has written scveral books on the same subject,
amonyg which we may instancs J» Chdlelet de Paris, and Les Curio-
silés des Puarlements de France. ihe present work is a continuation
of the two first, aud gives a graphic account of the cruelties which
have heen practised at different times in the prisons of France.

TeNyev.—~A Grammutical Analyzer; or, the Derivation and Defini’
tion of Words, and their Grammatical Classification, For the use of
Schools and Academies. By W. S, Tenney, New York. D. Apple-
ton & Co. ; 1866.~8vo, 227 pp.

The above works will, we have no doubt, prove of much value to
schools and colleges; the last especially should be in the hands of
every student.

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTLLLIGENCE.

—The system of mixededucation in Ireland, which promised to confer
great benetits on the sister island, scems likely to receive a severe blow
from a measure which was propesed, and indeed in & manner carricd, by
the Iate Government We refer to the new Charter which bas been
imposed on the Queen’s University. It is stated, in a letter to the Econo-
mest newspaper, that the appomtment of the six new members ot the
Senate of the Queen's Colleges, who made up the requisite majority of
two, when the governing body agreed to accept the new Charter, were
appointed by the late Govermmnent aofter they hud resigned office. We
believe there is no donbt whatever that this is a fact; and if so, we may
expect to have the whole question once more brought before Parliament.,

It appears that the members of the late Govermnent, some timne before
the last clection, ot only promised to give the Queen’s University the
power of granting degrees to students who hud not been educated at the
Queen's Colleges, but gave those interested in the matter to understand
that they would reform or remodel the Senate in a way that would secure
the full confidence of the heads of the Roman Catholic Church. It will

be remembered, that since the death of that mild anid liberal prelate, Arch-
Mbishop Murray, the most influential Roman Catholic bishops in Ireland
have been altogether opposed to a system of mived education in that
country. The vision of the halevon days which Sir Robert Peel hoped to
se¢, when the Roman Catholic snd Protestant student should sit beside
one another on the same bench, regardless of differences of creed, bas
now apparently passed away ; and if the measure of the late Government
bo not annulled by Parliament, we can hardly hope that it can ever be

.'tc:\liscd. Itis well known that the late Ministry, at the comwencement
| of the last Session, pledged themselves, by the mouth of the Chancellor of

, the Exchequer, to take no steps whatever in the matter without duly con-
sulting Parliament. This pledge has undoubtedly, for some rcason or
other still unexplained, not been kept; and a supplementary Charter was
issued by the late Government, just Lefure leaving office, which gives the
Queen’s University power to confer degrees on persons not educated at
the Queen's Colleges. The hea® and front of the offence is however, to
use the language of the Tunes, the firct that the Government, ¢ after their
removal from office, packed the Scnate of the Queen’s Colleges by the
addition of six new members— all persons who were quite certain to vote
in the direction which the Gourernment wished." Surely, before roaking so
radical a change, the opinion of so staunch a Roman Catholic as Sir Robert
Kane should have had some weight ; and be has all along most strenuously
urged that the Queen's Umiversity should not imitate the London Untver-
sity, which granis degrees to all persons, irrespective of the maoner and
pluce of their education. The new Charter is morcover stoutly opposed
by & vast major ity of the graduates of the University itself, who have gone
so far as to memorialize the Lord-Lieutenant, and have begged bhim not to
sanction any proccedings under the Supplementary Charter until the
whole matter has been laid before Parliament.  Application, it i3 said, is
also to be made t0 a court of luw to ascertain whether the Senate has not
already exceeded its powers, in altering and tampering with the constitu-
tion of the University without the assent of Convocation.

-In whatever way this matter ends, it will be surc to create some bitter-
ness in a country constituted like Ireland, and prove © a heavy blow acd
great disconragement ” to the cause of mixed cducation, from which so
much good has alrcady resulted.—Educational Times, London,

~—The Register of Convocation, just published in accordance with the
provisions of the Oxford University Act, shows the number of resident
graduates to be 260, against 262 this time last year., No great changes
have occurred in the proportions contributed by the different colleges.
The following colleges show a slight increase :=—University, Oriel, Queen's,
New, Lincoln, St. Jobn's, Wadliam, and Pembroke; while there is a slight
decrease at Balliol, All Souls’, Magdalen, Corpus, Clrist Church, Trinity,
Worcester, and New Inn Hall.  The number remaius the same at Merton,
Exeter, Brasenose, Jesus, St. Mary Hall, Magdalene Hall, St. Alban Hall,
and Edmund Hall. Christ Church furnishes 34 members, Magdalen 23,
Exeter 16, New College and St John's 15 each, Merton and Brascnose 14
each, Queen’s 13, Worcester 12, Balliol aud Lincoln i1 each, Jesus 10,
University, Oriel, and Trinity 9 cach, Wadham and Magdalen Hall 8 each,
All Souls’, Corpus, and Pembroke 7 each, St. Mary Hall 3, Edmund Hall
2, New Inn Hall 1, and St. Alban Hall 1.

The statistics of the Oxford and Cambridge freshmen this term show as
usual & vast preponderance in favour of Cambridge, whose aggregate up
to the middle of October was 551, against 289 at Oxford, the latter nam-
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ber being distributed over the various colleges aud halls as follows i—
Balhiot 16, Brasenose 15, Christ Chureh 21, Corpus 11, Exeter 24, Lincoln
14, Magdalen 7. Merton 11, New College 14, Oriel 9, Pembroke 14, Queen's
22, St, John's 21, Trinity 9, University 16, Wadham 15, Worcester 14,
Magdalen Hait 8, St. Edmund 1all 8, St. Alban Hall 6, St. Mary Ifall 7,
Jesus College 7. The entries at Uxford, although fur below the sister
University in point of nurubers, are quite as numerous as usuali—1b,

— From the annual Report on the state of Education in Russia for the
year 1865, presented to the Emperor by the Council of Public Instruction,
we learn that Russia has now six Universities in active operation — St
Petersburgh, founded by Peter the Great; Moscow, founded in 1755 by
the Empress Elizabeth ; Wilua, which in 1842 was transformed into the
University of St Viadimir; Dorpat, founded ins 1632 by Gustavus Adol-
phus, suppressed in 1704, and revived by Alexander L. in 1802; Kasan
and Kharkoo, founded in 1804 by Alexander I Each University has four
faculties~—History and Philology, Physical and Mathematical Science,
Law, and Medicine. Each Umiversity has fifty professors with assistants.
The students weie thus distibuted in 1864 :—St Petersburgh, 623; Mos-
cow, 1515; Kasan, 325; Khatkoo, 5234 St. Viadimir, 578; Dorpat, 660;
total, 4084, Of these, 847 were bursars, costing the Government upwards
of £25,000 per annum. The Gymnasie, or secondary Schools of Russia,
resemble the Great Schuols of England, end are intermediate between the
Elementary Schools and the Universities. In 1864, they were 95 in number,
and were attended by 28,429 pupils of all ranks and religions.—7b.

~ The Rev. Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Education for Upper
Canada, having obtained leave of abseuce until June, 1867, left Toronto
in the early part of this month to visit the United States and Europe. The
object of this tour is the re-establishment of his health and the improve-
ment of the system of Public Instruction in Upper Canada. He has been
authorized by the Government to add to the collection of inodels and
works of art for the proposed Provincial School of Art and Design, and
to engage the services of a j.roperly yualified master from the graduates
of the Government Schools of art and design 1 England, to tuke charge
of the same. e is also authorized Ly the Provincinl Sccretary to visit
and collect information from the best institutions in the United States and
in Europe for the education of the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, to be made
available in the proposed Schools for these persons, to be established by
the Government in Upper and Lower Canada. lun a recent letter from
Dr. Ryerson while visiting this class of institutions in the United States,
he says, writing from Cincinnati: - The institutions of the Deaf, Dumb
and Blind in these States are worthy of all admiration. I do not regret the
trouble I have taken to visit them In lllinois, the institutions are free
for seven years— borrding as well as iustructing the pupils, whether the
parents nre rich ot poor — and they are admirably conducted. * ¢ ¢
1 am naking pretty copious notes.” Dr. Ryerson sailed for England,
from New York, in the Inman Steamer City of Loston, ou the 23 instant.—
Journal of £., U. C., for Nov,

. -

— The Bishops Blanchet and twenty-four members of their clergy left
for Oregon and Nesqualy Territory on the Gth November, taking with
them four schoolmasters trained in the Jacques Cartier Normal School,
who are to be employed among the Ind.ans of that remote country. The
devotion which leads these adventurous young laymen so far from their
homes to exercise an arduous calling in the midst of the hardships and
privations of a new country i3 alike honorable to them and the school
which sends them forth  Their names are, Alphonse Valois, Julien Pro-
vost, Pierre Provost, and J. A. Beaulicu.

8SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

~ A post-mortem examination of an officer at Tonrnay, France,
recently disclosed a complete reversion of the internal organs, the heart
being on the right side, the liver on the left, etc.—Jtlerald of Health.

— The fossil remains of a gigantic bird, estimated to have stood 25
feet high, have been discovered in some beds of limestone at Nelson in
New Zealand. The remnins consist of a head, minus the lower jaw, the
dimensions of which are three feet four inches by one foot ten inches, and
a body, minus the neck. The thorax is high!y developed, but rather fiat;
the tail long, and body bulky. The wings, which arc well defined, are
large and close to the body, and are separated by a saddle or cradle, very
graceful in form; the feathers covering the body are of large size, and
Iying close.~dmerican Educationut Monthly.

— A case has recently occurred to Mr Paget (Lancet), in which death
of a portion of the bone of the lower jaw was occasioned by tbe intro-
duction of the oil of tobacco into the cavity of a carious tooth, for the
purpoae of curing toothache. The patient was an Italian sailor who used
the oil from the stem of his pie  Mr Paget, in remarking upon the case
after having removed several sequestra, said :—% The case well illustrates
a source of danger which is not generally recognized. The practice of
smoking is very wide-spread, and foul pipes and carious teeth are very
common. Every smoker of a pipe has been disgusted now and then by
sucking into his mouth & few drops of the highly pungent and nauseous

product of the combustion of tobacco. In the action of smoking the ti
of the tongue ordinarily receives this deleterious fluid, and is very muc
blistered in consequence. Were it not for the tongue one can readily
imagine that hollow teeth wonld often reccive this finid: with what
amount of risk the caso before us well shows. It is well known that,
for phosphorus to excite the inflammatory action which so often affects
the lucifer-match workers, the fumes must be applicd to n raw vascular
surface in immediate connection with the nutrition of bone. This u!mos;
always happens through the medium of a carious tooth. There is no
reason to suppose that tobacco oil would set up inflammation except
under similar circumstances. It is. howeter, very probable that some
cases of acate nccrosis of the lower jaw of obscure origin may huve
really originated from the accidental poisoning of the tooth-pulp by this
liquid, and the possibility of this source of discase should be borne in
mind.—Medical Record.

-=0n Monday, July 30, Mv Field received a despatch of congratulation
from Mr. Ferdinand de Lesseps, the projector of the Sucz Canal. It was
dated at Alexandrin, in Egypt, the same day, at half past one o'clock p,
and received in Newfoundland at half past ten aum. Let one Jook at the
globe, nnd sce over what a space that message flew, It came from the
furthest East. from the land of the Pharaolis and the Ptolemies; it passed
along the shores of Africn, and under the Mediterrancan, more than a
tbousnnd miles, to Malta; thence it leaped to the continent and shot
across Italy, and over the Alps, and through France, and under the Chan-
nel. to London ; then neross England and Ireland, till from the clifis of
Valentia it struck straight into the Atlantic, daiting down the submarine
mountain which lies off the coast, and over all the hlls and valleys of
the watery plain, resting not till it touched the shores of the New World,
where the great sca serpent, from its length suggesting the idea of the
s gerpent of all eteruity,” rushing straight upon the land, climbs up the
rocks of Newfoundland, erects its crest above the waves, and darts out
its fiery tongue. Yet there i3 no poison under its lips, At the gentle
stroke of man, it lays its héad submissively in the lap of science and wi.n
its tongue of flame licks the hand of its master. That dispatch, in its
morning's flight, passed over onc-fourth of the carth’s surface, and so far
out-stripped the sun in his course that it reached its destination three
hours before it started !

Who shall say that the age of miracles is past ?—Exchange.

— Neto Textile Fibre—If, as soon as its flowers have been gathered,
the stalks of the hop-plant are made into bundles, and well steeped in
water, then dried in the sun, and beaten like hemp, a fibre will be
obtained which. after being combed, is admiiably adapted to being spun
into thread, that furnished by the lurger stalks being well suited for
cordage or twine. This is very important, as the flower is not in any way
interfered with —Intellectual Observer.

— M. Beullard informs the French Academy that the leaves of the teazle
Dipsacug sylvestris, pounded, and applied to wounds and bruises, has a
powerful action in the prevention and cure of gangrene. He removes
mortified flesh, washes the wounds in chlorurated water and then applics
a poultice of the leaves  He states that he used this remedy with success
for fifteen years.—Jb.

— The Spontancons Generation Controtersy still occupies the French
Academy Recently, M Al Donné, whn formerly took the opposing side,
adduced experiments on the affirmative side. He punctured the shells of
eggs with a red-hot wire, enveloped the eggs in cotton that had been
heated, with a view to destroy germs, and then immersed them in hot
ashes. In the course of three weeks or a month he found moulds growing
on the organic matter of the egg M Pasteur pointed out that the pre-
cautions to exclude germs of small organisms were by no means sufficient,
and hence the experiment must be rejected —16.

“m The Cholera Mist—Shou'd the blue mist described by Mr. Glaisher
still appear in any part of tho country, it is most desirable that the organic
particles it may contain should be accuratcly examined by the aid of the
wnicroscope  Mr. Glaisher and othier observers have detected some small
bodies of a blue colour, the nature of which has not, we believe, been
thoroughly investigated. Microscopics should endeavour to ascertain
whether such particies exist in sufficient quantitics to account for the
colour, and whetber they represent known forms of sporules.—J8.

«—An Apple Congress~The French Pomological Congress began its
eleventh gessiou at Melan on the 14th September.  Tts object is to induca
the rejaction of all mediocre and bad sorts of apple-trees, and to promote
the cultivation of the finer and more profitable kinds. It is expected that
the export of French apples will be extended by these mensures; and we
have necd, as Mr Roach Smith bas printed out, of something of the sort
in this country, where the supply of good applesis below the wauts of the
population.—7b. ’

~—The fery shower foretold for the night of the 12th-14th Nov. in this
year, was secn in full eplendour yesterday morning (14th), between the
hours of 12 sud 2. From sbout 11 o'clock occasional meteors might be
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seen gliding along the sky from cast to west, but these were only the | proportion to the height above the level of the sea ; while, on the contrary,
urant-courriers of tho great legion that followed ata later hour. The | when the light of firewood, which affords a coatinuous spectrum, was
numbers increased after 12 o’clock with great rapidity. From Paddington- |'mado to pass through several miles of airin contact with the Lake of
greey, & fuirly open pos.tion, 207 meteors were counted between 12 and | Geneva, and thereforo saturated with its watery vapour, all the dark sines
12 30, and of theso the greater number fell after 12 20.  The next hun- | of the solar spectrum wers produced.  And hie ascertained, that with a
dred was counted dunng the six mmutes that succeeded the half-hour. | given altitude of the sun above the horizon, the higher the dew point, the
Soon after this it becameo impossibie for two people to count the whole | more distinet the dark lines produced in the spectrum, scarcely any being
that were visible from this station; and doubtless from positions with a | perceptible on very dry days  He verilied these fucis by a very cifective
purer atmosphere, and & wider horizon, the spectaclo must have been one | appsratus.  Having placed an iron tube of considerable length, in a box,
of surpassing splendour.  Indeed, fiom a window at Highgate looking | and filled the vacant space round the tube with sawdust, to prevent radia-
N.N.E,, but with u circumscribed view, an observer counted 100 meteurs | tion of heat, be transmitted the light of sixteen gas-burncrs, placed in a
in the four minutes between 12 32 and 12 36, und no less than 200 in the | line which was a prolongation of” its axis, thiough this tube, and a con-
two minutes between 12 57 and 12 59. tinnous spectram was thus produced. But when lie filled the tube with

As the constellation Lo rese over the hiouses north of Paddington-green | vapout, supplied by a steam boiler, and then transmitted the 1 ght, nearly
and cleared itselt’ of haze, the divergence of the meteor-paths from & point { all the dark lines were reproduced, the spectrum obtained corresponding
within it beeawe obvivus, not merely in the directions of the streams that i with that foimed by sunlight when the sun is very near the horizon. A
shot $rom or through the zenith, butn those that left their phosphiorescent- | detenuation of the lines prodnced by the earth’s ntmosphere renders
seeming trails in the sky towaids every point of the compass. Sometimes | observations regarding the constitution of the heavenly bedies founded on
these rocket-like lines of light would glide vut like sparks; but with the | spectrum analysis more telinble It also enables us to find the amount of
distinctive featurcs, first; of those lingering lines of illuminated haze i ) moisture in portivns of the ntmosphere inaccessible to us The solar lines
their track, aud secondly, of thew rirely appearing as if they originated | predominate in the green, the blue, and the violet portious of the spectrum ;
in the region of the sky from winch their courses evidently diverged | the atmosplieric in the red, the orange, and the yecllow,geing ten times
Sometimes the metcor was orange and almost red in its coluur, whereas | more numerous thun the solar lines in the same places — fntellectual
the luminous trail seemed almost always, probably by contrast with the | Ubserver.
surroundiog light, of a4 bluish hue. 1In onc splendid instance the trail,
atter having aearly disappearcd, together with the rocket-head that bady  — Leyht of Nebulie—~The Philosophical Transaclions contains a very
produced 1t, became agumn hie up and visible CO'"“"‘“"“J’, with atsurt ot ymporant paper by Me Hugging un the spectea of sume of the nebulee, in
resuscitution of brightuess m the budy ot the metcor. Now and then a y which « stanations of the amount of light emitted by some of these budies is
lutle dluminated putt-ball would appear m thc.ml_ddle of th coustellation | yriven  Mr Huggis touk fur Lis standard of cumparison a sperm candle
Leo, generally more or less elonguied or elfy,.tic in form,.as it >°‘f"l'»‘d_(0 { of the size hnowa as sixes, This was placed at # certain distance, and ity
be more or less distant, uud at the same time convergent feom an imagin- i hght reduced by a neatoal tin glass to 1-377 of its original inteusity It
ary point that scemed about 32 S, by E, of the star Leunis : and one, as | way then found that ncbula No. 4628 gave a light equal to 1-1608 of
near as could be cstmuted to such & pomt, Was simply a star that waxed, J that contted Ly the unse.eencd candle, the annular nebula in Lyra was
and waned, and disnppeared as one looked atit. Sometunes a winute cqual to 1-b032, and the dumb-bell ‘nebala to 1-19604 of the same
point of light, like a hrefly, would dart with an angular jerking motion | standard.—70.
and zig-zag course hither and thither, but still as it away from Leo,

Only about three meteors were seen durivg an hour and o halt to tuke
a dircction mamfestly opposed to that of these diverging mualtitudes, The !
meteors which shot towads the western burizon seewmed more brilliant
and larger in their courses than those which dropped into the enstern;
indeed, very few seeined even to reach the roofs of the houses from behind
which Leo bad atisen.  This was possibly only au effect of perspective,
or it may have arisen from the curtuilment of the view. As regards the
long lines of light that lingered iu the paths of the meteors, gencially they
were more dense and brightest towurds the middle of the visible path of
the meteor, while the meteor itself scemed brightest just before its
extinction, an effect possibly due to an obscuration in the middle of its
course by matter thiown off' from it. The mcteors scemed also to lose
velocity as they weat, but this might buve been the result of perspective
in those passing through the zenith,

One singulur feature in these celestial fireworks was the rapidity with
which the mazimum of frequency came on and went off again  Alout 2
o'clock the meteots seemed to have become as scarce as they were at 12,
though they continned in smaller numbers till the verge of duybreak
From balf-past 12 or a quarter 10 1 until about a quarter-past or half-past
1, the hieavens seemed veritably alive with stars rushing in mauy parts of
the sky, in groupe of two or three together or in immediate succession on
each other, sceming us though racing over the blue vault,except that their
courses so rapidly. diverged,

The cloudless beauty of the night near London was a happy circum-
stance, allowing the forecasts of the astronomers to be signally verified.
having enabled them to take such a store of facts regarding the nature of
the light and of the motion of meteors, and so many simuluuncous observ-
ations of them in different parts of our islands, a3 may lead to some accur-
ate knowledge of their laws and their nature, and add one more chapter
to the sublime volume of astronomical physics.—London 2'imes,

~— Spulers and Eurwigs —An illustration of the tact and skill of the
spider m dealing with « dangetous foe, may be obtained by putting an
enrwig into the web of the Lpeira diadema, common in all gardens. On
percaving die cauwig, the spider advanc.s cautiously, and when near the
creature turns her abduimen  towards sty and shoots oue o sheaf of threads
whnch nnmednely adhiere to the earwig  She then pats han round and
round asif she were roasting him on a spit, and in the coutse of a few.
seconds hie 1s eflectuaily rolied up 1n u sk mummy cloth, fiom which
there is vo eseape.—~1b.

~ Soup Beans of Cluna.—Comptes Rendus contains a paper by M. Payen
on the beans of a plaut belonging to the genus dialium, which are used
instead of soap in many provinces of China. The Chinese remove the
outer skin with & kmife, and then rub the bean against wet linen which
they wish to wash, A vinsing completes the process The pericarp, which
115 dry an wost beans, 1s of u tieshy character, and contains sapontne, besides
many other substances. M. Payen also found in these beans a gelatinous
substance, differing from pectin, pectose, etc, and which he calls dia-
lose.—1b.

— The telescope, which resclves nebule into stars, and stars into suns,
which peoples the fiemament with myriud worlds, is not more wonderful
than the litile inicroscope which reveals ¢ the grand immensity of lit-
tleness ” When it came into man's possession, it was as though a second
Columbus bad appeared, aunouncing the existence of a new world ; und
not one mercly. The microscope reveals in a single drop of water a globe,
peopled, according 10 Ehrenberg, with five hundrea millions of living crea-
tures, different from cverything which man has seen before — It shows
us in every bit of clay orstone, every leaf, bud and flower, 8 world crowded
with its busy multitudes. The substance of these animaleul is usually
so fransparvent, that the internal structure is visible,—cven tbe act of

~= The Tersestrial Dark Lines of the Spectrum—From the moment that | digestion can be watched, and the food traced from its mouth to its pass-
Wollaston observed that certain rays are wanting in the solar spectrum, | age into the internal cavities. The eggs also can be seen withi the
their places being occupied by dark lines or bands, philosophers have been | bodies. Thus the microscope has silently overthrown man’s theories for
occupied in attempting to investigate their origin. These attempts have | the explanation of vital pheaomena, and has furnished materinls for their
been in a great degree successful. They arise from a cause which, applied { true elucidation.
to spectrum analysis, enables us not only to detect the presence of elements |  The imicroscope teacles man the structure of trces, and the uses they
80 minute in quantity as to elude the most careful researches of the | best serve in the affuirs of fe. By it he learns the elements entering into
chemist, but to pronounce with certainty regarding the elementary sub- | particular soils, and is enabled to supply those fertilizers necessary to the
stances of which the most distant stars are formed. But there is one } production of the desired crop. The accuracy with which the microseope
great source of uncertainty in the application of spectrum analysis to the | detects counterfeit blils and forged manuseripts, adulterntions in food and
purposes of astroncmy, the difficully of determining whether the dark | liguors, renders this iustrument a valuable ally of justice. .
lines in the spectrum of a heavenly body belong to the hight emitted by | In conucction with this celebrated instrument, the following curious
that body, or have been caused during the passage of that light through | anecdote is related. Some years since in Englaud, barrels containing gold
our atmosphere. This difficully is now in a fair way of solution, if i1 is { dust were empticd of their precious contents and filled with sand.  The
not already resolved. M. Jansen has proved Ly the most satisfactory | yarty robbed not being entirely satisfied with the exchange, submited the
experiments, that a large portion of the dark lines of the solar spectrum | case to the microscopist, Ebrenberg. The latter, by examining with the
are terrestrial, and are due to the vapour of water, When, in 1864, he | microscope specimens of sand from the several stations on that part of
ascended the Faulborn, he found that these dark lines became feeble in ' the road traversed by the barrels, was enabled by tho peculiarjties of ite
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appearance to designate the place at which the barrels had been filled,
The officers of justice were thus put upon the right track, and the thievea
captured.

In our own country, not many years since, a most curious and interests
ing case of murder was decided by this wonderful silent witness, The
individual towards whom the whole circumstantial evidence was pointed
as the guilty man, claed that the bloodstains found on a kwife acknow-
ledged to be his property, were from a lamb which be had kitled the day
betore. ‘The microscop.: was brought to bear upon the instrument by men
known to be ignurant of the circumstunces of the case  The blood-stains
were not only found to be those of a human being, but the nucroscope
revealed on the blade, what had been imperceptibie to the naked eye, &
secretion pecubiae to the glands of the throat Stranger still, it pointed to

i

published with the title—L'Avenir—which he afterwards gave to the
village where he has resided during the last few years of his life. That
Jjournal was certainly the boldest and most outspokey of any which has
ever heen published in Canada  Of courso it had wany encmics, and it
received n blow from a fire which destroyed the printing office where it
was published, from which it nover recovercd, notwithstanding the wond-
erful energy with which it was brought out ugain, almost imwmediately,
by its youthful proprietor and editor, Pecrhaps this only hastencd its fall,
Mc. Dorion then went to reside in o part of the Eastern Townships just
opened up by the construction of the Railway, and began business as a
storekeeper ut L'Avemr. Bul be bad an irresistible tendency yor public
discussion through the press, and he shortly established another journal
called le Défricheur, which though conducted with similar independence

cotton fibres «n the blade of the instrument. # ‘The knife,” snid the micros-| to {.4venir, avoided the handling of topics which lic outside of politics,
copists in their report, « has been used in cutting through cotton into the! and has, we believe, excrcised a very considerable influence over the

neck of a human body.”
wondetful silent witness: the murdeced man had been found with his
throut cut theough the neck band of Ins cotton shirt.  The ev dence was
a3 conclusive a3 though a voice from the clouds had procluimed in tones
of thunder : % Thou art the nun.”

A few years ago, a tman under trinl for murder in Western New York
asserted that blood-stains on an axe found in lus possession were from a
dog which h3 bad killed. The case was referred to Prot.  Hudley, of
Battilo, who was purposely kept inignorunce of the circutmistances — Sub-
mitting the bluod stuinsto the microscopic inspection, he decided that they
were srom & dog, thus confirming the poor man's testimony. .

You remember how you were sturtled, » few years since, by a voice

from the scientitic world, cluiming that the micruscope could detect the
image of the murderer on the retini of the v.ctim's eye, thus referring the
nutter to a0 wianess that canuot be bribed—to a judge that would not
hiesitate to condemn the duke 1n the heart of his duchy, or the king in bis
purple.
! The microscope is a peace maker, a settler of disputes, Some hundred
years since, it was asserted by a learned snvant of France, in contradiction
to history und tradition, that the wrappings of the Egyptisn mummies
were of cotton  From this sprang a curious and voluminous discussion
pro and con.  In the midst of these philosophical discussions, some man
conceived the idea of appealing to the microscope, when the question was
forever setuded. It was then discovered that the tibres of the cotton.was
composed of transparent tubes, while those of the flax weve jointed like
cane. The fibre of the mummy cloths shere showa to be jointed as in the
flux of the present day.

NECROLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE.

~ The death is announced from Germany of llerman Goldschmidt, the
wellsknown artist-astronomer, whose nae is identihed with no less than
fourteen of the small planets between Mars and Jupiter, viz.,,— Lutetia
(1852), Pomonn 11854), Atnlanta (1835}, Harmoniza 11856, Duphne 1856,
Nysn (1837), Eugenin (1857, Pseudo Daphne (1857), Doris and Pales
(1857, both discovered on the same evening, Europa (1857, Alexandr
118581, Danae 11860;, and Panopen (1861) M Goldschmidt was born at
Frankfort in 1802, and stud.ed under the celebrated artists Schoorr and
Corneliug in Munich, In 1834, he went to Paris, where e followed his
profession. In 1847, Lie turned his atten:ion to astronomy, and his discov-
eries obtained for him the Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society
of' London, besides other marks of recogmtion from the Avademy of
Sciences in Paris, to which body his discoveries were usnally first com-
mun,cated.—Lducational Iimes.

— The old veteraus of Canada are fast going 10 ¢ that bourne whence
no traveller returns®  Lately the funeral of one of these veterans wengl-
ed its way slowly through the strcets of this city. The body that
was being conveyed to its last earthly resting place, was all that re-
taained f Hugh Byres, of Black Rapids, a man who, s bugler, sounded
the charge at Lundy’s Lane, the attack at Fort Niagara, and took part at
the battle of Queenstown Hughts, where the noble Brock full fight:ng
for his country  Nothing delighted the veteran loyalist, whose remains
were on Saturday followed to the grave by u large number of friends and
neighbors, so much, during liis declining ycars, as recounting the incidents
of his younger days. Though in declining years his loyal heart beat high,
and his failing limbs gained strength as he heard and thonght of the das-
tardly attempts upon Canada by the Fenians, and it was not without
strong persunsion on the part of Lis friends that he could be induced not
to corol himself asa Volunteer and go forth once more to fight for the
liberty and integrity of his country. The deceased had lived for upwards
of half a century in Canada, and at the close of an eventful life, during
which he had secured the esteem of very many, his remains were interred
in the Roman Cutholic cemetery bere. May the spirit which animated
these old veterans cxist for ever, and become intensified by years in the
braasts of their descendants.—Ottawa Cilizen.

~The Death of the late Ir. Eric Dorton, M.P.P. for Arthabaska~\We
greatly regret to annouce the sudden death of Mr. Eric Dorion, which
happened on Friday at the Village called L' Avenir, of diseass of the heart.
Mr. Dorion begen public life very early, as the conductor of & newspaper

Now lhisten, and wonder at the power of thisl population of the part of the country where it has been published.

Mr.
Darion has, morcover, sat in several successive Parliumencs for the
Counties of Drummond and Arthabaska, and he enjoyed a great deal of
popularity throughout that part of the conntry. Few men have had to
fight their way against greater obstacles than Mr. Dorion,—beg nning
lite without means, with a small figure, and a weak, shrill and not very
pleasant voice, it did not seemn to be given to him to command much of
the public atterition, These difticulties of his pos.tion, however, were
overcome by untiring industry and courage, and considerable talent for
debate; so that we suppose there were at the time of his death few men
who on merely personal grounds commanded more respect among those
among whom he resided, and whom he frequently addressed on all subjects
of public interest. Mr. Dorion was a person of the most independent
character, and he bas died in harness, working to the last for the promo-
tion of public morality, and for the developing of the resources of the
neighbouchood where he had taken up bis residence.— Abnged fiom the
Montreal Herald, 3rd Nov.

— M. de Thouvenel, well known as a senator, politician and diplomatist,
expirea at Paris on the 18th October last, at the age.of 48 ycars He was
born at Verdun on the 11th November, 1848, At the close of his studies
he was admitted to practise law, and started for the East. In 1819, he
published an account of his fist travels; in 1844, hie wnas sent to Brussels
as an altaché with the French embassy ; fiom thence he was sent to
Athens, as Minister Plenipotentiary, a capacity which he afterwards filled
at Munich., After the Coup d’Etat of the 2nd December, he was entrusted
with the political direction of the Office of Forcign Affaits, & post he held
till the epoch of the Conferences at Vienna, In 1860, in the midst of the
diplomatic difficulties that grew out of the Italian question, he was called
upon to replace M. Walewski.

M Thouvenel has written several works, among which we may instanco
La Ifongrie et la Valachie and Souvenirs de Voyage et Notices Historiques

MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.

— A Proclamation printed in an Eztra of the Canada Gazette of the 10th
December, 1806, officially announces that in consequence of the absence
from the Province of Lord Monck, Sir John Michel, Commander of the
Forces, has assumed the dutics of Administrator of the Government from
the date above mentioned. :

— Hon. Rufus Choate in his address once said : * Happy is he who has
laid up in youth, and beld steadfast in all fortune, & genuine and pas-
sionate love of reading ; the true balm of bhurt minds, of surer and mors
bealthful charm than poppy or mandragora, or all the drowsy syrups
of the world ; by that single taste, by that simple capacity, le may be
borne in a moment into the still regions of deligktful study, and be
at rest.” :

~Town School Houtes—God in the country is generous to children.
They bave all outdoors except the grain field and the tall grass. Butin
the city, has there been any city provision for their wants? If none has
been made for them, then the children must become either trespassers or
sufferers.

This, then, is the reason why every city school-house ought to have a
large lot aronnd it—n city boy's farm—where he can carry on with A
clear conscience. A four acre 1ot where every spectator will gay, # Go it
boy's, I like to see you,"—Ierald of Health,

— When & Spaniard cats & peach or pear by the roadside, wherever
he i3, he digs a hole in the ground with his foot, and_covers the seed.
Consequently, all over Spain, by the roadsides and elsewhere, fruit iz
great abundance tempts the taste, and is ever free. Lot this practice be
imitated in our country, and the weary wanderer will be blest, and bless
tho hand that ministered to his comfort snd joy. We are bound to
leave the world as good or better, than we found it, and he is & selfish
churl who basks under the shadow, and eats the fruit of trees which other
hands have planted, if he wiil not also plant trees which shall yield fruit
to coming generations,~New York Teacher.

— A strong and senaible writer says s good sharp tbing,ands t?
one, too, for boys who use tobacco,
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It has utterly spoiled and utterly ruined thousands of boys. It tends to
softening and wea ening of the bones, and it greatly injures the brain,
the spinal marrow, and the whole nervous fluid.

A boy who smokes early and frequently, or in any way uses large
quantities of tobacco, is never known to make a man of much energy, and
generally Incks muscular and physical as well as mental power. We
would particularly warn boys who want to be anything in the world to
shun tobacco as 4 most bancful poison. It injures the teeth, it produces
an unhealthy siate of the throat and lungs, hurts the stomach, and
blasts the brain and nerve — . Yedicul Record.

— The Journal of the Society of AArts announces the discovery of litho-
graphic stone in Paris. In levelling the heigbtg of the Trocadéro, for the
new Place du Roi de Rome, a stratum of stone, us fine in grain as that
used for hones, and from cight to twelve inches in thickness, has been laid
open. A lithographer passing by the spot was struck with the resem-
blance of this stone to that used in his profession, and having obtained n
picce, he caused it to be cut, polished, and dried in an oven ; and having
drawn & design upon it, succeeded in obtaining a number of excellent
impressions of his drawings It is said that this valuable discovery is
likely to Le turned to account.— Educational Times.

~— The following recipes for copying-ink arc taken from Chemical Tech-
nology =—{(1.) 3 parts by weight of whi e glycerine; 3 of purificd white
boney, best quality ; 10 of violet, black, or other coloured ink. Mix up
well, and leave the mixture to settle two or three days before using. (2.)
4 parts by weight of white glycerine; 4 of purified white honey, best
quality ; 10 of Robertson’s ink ; } of powdered gum arabic. Add onc or
two drops of strong sotution of bichloride of mercury, to prevent deterior-
ation of the ink; stir up well, and leave it to settle for two or three days
before using. If it should be found, in taking copics from inks according
to Recipe No. 1, that thicker characters are produced than those of the
original, the proportions of glycerine and honey may be respectively
reduced to 2 parts of each, or another quarter by weigh of 1 part powdered
gum arabic may be added.

— The Tomb of Champlain —A couple of weeks ago Le Courrter du
Canada announced that the Rev Alessrs. Laverdidre (the learncd tibra-
rian of the Laval Unicersity), and Casgrain (the author of a chanming
yolume of Canadian Legends), had discovered the tomb of Champlain, the
illustrions founder of Quebec and first Governor of the Colony of New
France From the narative of the Jesnit Father Paul Le Jeune (1 585?
page 56), we learn that Caamplain died on the 25th December, 1636 ™ ﬁ
the Conrs d'Historre of the lamented Father Ferland (vol. 1, page 273),
we find it stated that the body of Champlain was interred in a chapel
adjoining the Jesnit Monnstery (Résidence) of Notre-Dame de Recouvrance,
known as # La Chapelle de Champlain.” In Father Panl Le Jeune's nav-
rative for 1840, page 50, we Iearn that this chapel, the monastery of Notr--
Dame de Recouvrance, and the public church of the settlement, were all
destroyed by fire during that year~—everything being lost in the flames,
and the missionary Fathers being left with nothing but the clothing on
their persons at the moment of the catastrophe.

So far the indicationsare clear as to the place of Chiamplain's sepulture ;
the only difficulty being to decide as to the exact spot on which stood the
aforementioned chapel.  And this is the discovery made by Measrs. Laver-
didre and Casgrain,—n discovery which gives great satisfaction to those
interested in the antiquities of our renowned old city, and a full account
and explanation of which we are promised in a few days.

From the announcement already alluded to and from letters on the same
subject by Mr, Stanislas Drapeau and Mr. Hugh O'Donnell, Siirveyor of
the Water Works. each clniming a share in this interesting discovery it
appears that the tomb of Champlain is & vault situated near the foot of the
Mountain Hill Steps, 1aid bare on the 27th March, 1856, while excavating
In this vault was found & coffin and some human remwaius; and recent

_research has brought to light, in the same spot, an inscription in the pecu-

liar spelling of the 16th century, in which the baptismal and surname of
the heroic founder of Quebec is distinetly eligible~—~Quedee Mercury.

— The Lancet gives the following description by Mr. Glaisher, of the
# blue mist : "~ One of the most remarkable atmospheric phenomena
during the past quarter has been the prevalence of o peculiar blue mist,
first seen by myself on July 30, but which had been remarked by other
observers in the preceding week. ‘This blue mist since that time bas been
generally present...... It has extended from Aberdeen to the Isle of
.Wxght', and of the same tint of blue everywhere. This mist increased in
intensity when viewed through a telescope ; usual'y no mist can be scen
when thus viewed, It increased in density during the fall of rain ; usnally
mist rises after the fall of rain. Its density did not decreage when the
wind was blowing moderately strong, but did decrease when & gale was
blowinz, and increased again on its subsidence. I do not know the nature
of this blue influence, but the fact of its presence not having been noticed
since the cholera period of 1854 till now points out & possible connection,

.and, independently-of this, it is of high meteorological interest,”—Ez-

change.

——

——Agricultural science has made rapid advances thronghont the conatry.
The French Conadiang have obtained of late years considerable success
at the ageicultural exhibitions ; and at the great plough match which
recenty took pluce in Montrenl, Mr F N Gautbier, of the prrish of
Montreal, carricd off the first prize  Our fellow citizens of French descent
have furnished more than one-third of the competitors this year, and
several am ng them have carried off the prize from their rivals of British
origin  This fict, says & contemporary, shonld induce the different agri-
cultural societies to amend their regulations which preseribo separate
competition for the agriculturists of the two nationalitics,

— We tranglate from the Journal de Quéler, the following despatch
which has been reccived by His Excellency, the Governor General, from
the Sceretary of State for the Colonies :

« Downing Street, Tth Nov., 18686,

“ My Lord,—TI have received with extreme regret your despatch of the
22nd Qctober, announcing that a fice had completely destroyed o great
part of the city of Juebec, outside the walls

« 1 have laid your despatch before the Queen, and have received orders
from Her Majesty to express her grief at this disaster and her sympathy
for those whom it has deprived of tlcir homes and property at the approach
of winter,

¢ You will learn, through ordinary channels, the news that public sub-
seriptions were immediately o ened for the relief of the sullcrers by the
firc, and 1 hope they will soon reach an amount which will contribute
materially to aid the efforts which arc being made in Cavada to alleviate
this terrible calamity,

“ 1 have, &c,,
% (Signed), CARNARVON.
« The Right Hon Governor Viscount Monk."— Daily Witness.

LORD PALMERSTOX A8 AN EXAMPLE To rupLic McN —I believe they are
mistaken who attribute to the Providential blessing of a good constitution
the ability of Losd Palmerston  While out of doors he performed the
laborious duties of his high office, he set indoors and to younger men the
examp'e of indefatigable attention to the public business. I am convinced
it was the force of will, the sense of duty, and the determination not to
give in that cnabled him to make himself a model, for all of us who yet
remain to follow him with feeble and unequal steps in the performance of
some of the dutics which it fell to his lot to discharge. flis, [ may add,
was a force of will which did not so much struggle ngainst the infinnities
of old age, as repel thera and keep them at a distance.  One other quality
there is which Lord Palmerston possessed which I'may mention without
the smallest risk of stirring up & single paiuful cmotion, upon which it is
most delightful to dwell, and which is the 1ast I shall mention. It is this,
that he had a nature incapable of enduring anger or resentment.—Mr,
Gludstone.

~—THe who suddenly kills a man, for the sake of robbing him, isa
murderer; we hive laws to hang bim, and so netimes dr Lang him.  But
he who lowly poisons a maltitude of people, for the sake of chea ing them,
is a respectable tradesman ; we make him an alderman, congressman,
deacon, or hank-dircetor; und he dies full of years and honors, and bis
children live in the Fifth Avenue.

Philosophers in all ages have amuged the people by telling that copper,
lead, zinc, and their compounds are poison ; yet tradesmen convert them
into vessels in which fcod is prepared, into water-pipes and cocks, and in
many ways get them into contact with what we eat  The phil sophers
occasionally cxcite the admiration of learned socicties by tracing epidemics
to poisoned water, or bread, or pickles, or pok, or co ec, or other articlo
of dict ; butall this has little effect on ¢ pract.cal men,” except toincrense
their contempt for theorists.

Whether the time will ever come when such foolish things as brass
cocks, lead pipes, copper kettles, and zinc tanks will be put away, isa
question for prophets rather than for philosophers; but il ever it does
come, it i3 likely that longevity will be considerab’y jucreased. Though
we can’t see that a little coppper, or lead, or zinc {if it ever really gets
into water or food. from vessels that are kept cleant does much harm s o
poig: a (if it really does any harmi, we don’t like the risk of it. The other
day we reported a fellow who had poisoned over 300 pe ple by filling the
holes of his mill-stones with lead; that ¢ uld not be a mistake ; but it
was too big a doss, and not an argument to prove that brass cocks, copper
boilers. Jead pipes, &c¢, can dn harin, when kept clean; so practicians
assure us, But we have no faith in them. -

What, then, shall we use as material for such vessels? Shall we use
iron, and make dye-stufl of our tea ? If this question be put as a question,
and not as an answer, it is well worth considering. What can we make
cocks of for the half-million house water-pipes in New York 7 is & question
that may involve a new trade, and the health of a million people.

We have recently seen acconnts of tarning glass. Boring glass, and

‘mouldiag it, are old processes, which possibly may-be improved. Grinding

in stoppers and plugs is a common practice, We have bad gchemes, that
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were deemed plausible to men of somt talent, to use glass pipes for the
distribution of water in houces. On the whole, were we very wealthy,
we would rather ¢ réor glass racks, at the risk of losing money, than use
brass, at the risk of losing hy. i h, or even white metal, in which we have
no implicit faith.  Asa cheap article, black glass cocks may be worth
thinking about

The tin-lined lead pipe which is manufactured in New York is doubtless
a great improvemenl, and may lust 2 great many years; but in time the
water may get at the lead, and very soon, if the joints he made by fnexpert
workmen, there may be o trace « £ poison—more than a liberal manwould
like for himselfand his farity.,  We should rather not lave even a suspi-
cion of poison in water-pipes, cocks, kettles, or anything clse. For steam-
fittings we have 1o prejudics against brass ; bat, althongh we profess the
Chiristian faith, we make too mu b account of this life to be inditferent to
theintluence of these poisony, even *ah meopnthic doses ; lite is too import-
ant-to be thus trifled with, even by the righteous, who cxpect a better
life when they cast o'F their preseut bodies  what, then should it b2 to
the great majority of wealthy speculators, who have means and influence
10 change the practice of the manufacturers of these articles?~— sm.
Artizan,

-

*he import of Esparto grass for paper continues to increase. Last
year the imports into Englaad were 51,522 tans, against 19,190 tons in
1833, Mr. West, the British Scerctary of Legation at Madrid, says: @ This
grass, which grows wild in almost all parts of Spain, resembles vesy much
the cotnmon spear griss which is fonnd on the sandy sen-shores of Lan-
cashire. Its botanical nawme iz, I bel eve, Stipatenascissima. 1t has long
been used in Spain for making matting, cord, baskets, ctc., and appears
to have bLeen us 4 for such purposes by the Phwnecians, who gathered
large yuantities from the coast of Spain.'—ZLxchunye,

ADVERTISEMENT.
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CHAMBERS'S EDUCATIONAL COUKSE,

comyrising about Two Hesvueo axo Firry SEcaraTE Pgauc:myoz:s, is the
largest, the cheapest and the best Series of Educational Works ever
offered to the public of British North America.

CHAMBERS’S
NARRATIVE SERILS OF STANDARD READING BOOKS,

adapted to the Six Staxparns of the New Code of Education'in Englnnd;
cibeacing Readivg, Spelling, Writing, and Dictation Exerciscs, with the
Elemeuts of Arithmetic: neatly and strongly bound in cloth,

THE ORJECTS OF THE SERIES.

—~—An American Journal says:—# Itis reported in the newspapers that on
the 4th inst.. a boy, in the city of Portland, lighted n Ghinese fire cracker
and carelessly threw it unong some shavings in a cooper's shop. Thes
consequence was that the geeater pact «f the city, suice accurately sur- ¢

veyed, and found to cover an arex of three bundred and tweaty-seven neres t 4

was burned, and upwards of £10,000,000 worth of property destroyed |
The destruction of life and property in consequence of the free use of tis
mizchicvous explosive ought 10 cause stringent laws to be made, prolnbit-
ing its importation.”—17b.

—— We have hiad on our file for some time, sud omitted o notice, an Act
which was assented to on the )5th August last, and 5 of considerable
importancy for the public to know, It i3 to regelate the mwanz of

cgress from public buildings, and corporate bod es, or praprictors of suchiy

had be.ter tiake notic of its provisions. The first scction enacts that in
all Churclics, Theatres, Halls or other buildmys in this Province hereafter
to be constructed or used for holding public mecungs, or fos places of
prolic resart or amusrienis, all the doors shall be so hinged that they
1 7 open ficely oulicards, and the gates of outer feuces, if not so hinged,

A be Kept open by proper fastenngs during the time such buildings
arc publicly used to fucilitate the egeess of people, in caze of alarm from
fire or other gause. The scctivn cnacts that Congregat:ons or others
owning Churchies, and individuals, corporations and compaices owning
Hallg, Theatres, ur other buildings used for the purpose of Lolding mect-
ings, or places of public resort or amuseniznt, shiall, within twelve smonths
from the passing of this Act, be required to have the doors of such
Cliwsches, Theatres, Halls or other buildings, so hinged as to open freely
ontwards. The penalty for the violation of the Act i3 a fine not exceeding
fifty doliars, nud n further sum of five dollars for every week sncceeding
that in which the complaint is made, if the nc -essary changes arc not
made  And Gongregatious of cvery description, Incumbents, Church
Wanlens, Ministers or Trustees are held liable for their diffecent socielies
or congregations for any and cvery transgeession of this act—Montreal
Transcripl.

~Daring the Mexican war, one newspaper hurriedly announced an
important itein of news from Mexico,  that Gea. Pillow, and thiriy-scven
of his man, had bsen lost ina doitle” Some other paper inforimed the
the public, not along ago, ¥ that a man in a brown surtout was yesterday
brought bafore the police court on a charge of having stolen o small ox
from 2 lady's work-Uag, The tolen proprecty was found in his waist-coat

weket” 9 A rar,” svs another paper, * desceading the river, came in !
I A ) s

contact with a steambaaty and so serions was the wmjury done to the boat,
that goeat excrtions wire necessary to save it”  An English paper once
stated - that the Russian Generat RackinofTkawsky was fonnd dexd with
a long wword in Uis tnonth.™ It was, perhaps, the satne paper that, in giving
an account of a battle belween the Poles and Russians, said that # the
conflict was dreadful, and the encmy was repulsed with great laughter."—
American Pap 1.

— Perhiaps the most curious specimen of minute workmanship eve’
canstracted was a high-pressure cngine made by a London watchmake®
in 1845,  Each part was made acconding 10 scale; it worked by atmos”
pheric pressure instead of steam ; yet it was so small that it stoed on a
fourpenny picce, with room to sparc, and, with the exception of the fiy-
hee), it might be covered with a thimble.~Ezchange.

To furnish the means of teaching rcading easily and rapidly.

To intes est the Pupil in Reading, by the attractiveness of their contents,

‘To be eury yer thuroughly consisient with progress. .

To cultivate the Imagination and the Moml and Religious Nature of
Children, through Narrative aud Poe.ry of the highest class, in which
sentiment aud enferfaniment are judiciously blended.

2

1.

L3

THE CHIEF FFEATURES OF THE SERIES.

Each book is car-fully graduated. and comprises one year's work.

The books are all gyraduated into cach other. . ..

. The books cmbrace the Privy Council requirements in Reading, Writ-
ing, Writing from Dictation, and Spelling ; besides Arithmetic,
Ewymology, &c. .

Each book is more or less Iustrated by Wood Engravings, and the
whole are issued at prices cafeuluted to bring them wathin the means of
crery schoul. )

5 Though specially prepared to meet the requirements of the Revised

Code of Education, the books in the above series are egually suit-

able to

4

SCHOOLS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

The Infant-Sclioul Primer, 36 pages, 6 Wood-cuts: scwed, 3 conts ;
clotls limp, 5 cents.

The Infant-School Reading Sheets,—iu 14 shects corresponding with
pages 310 11 of the Infant-School Frimer.—2 cents each.

Standard J, 50 pages, 13 Wood-cuts, 8 cents.
Standard 11, 112 pages, 10 Wood-cuts, 123 cents.
Standard I, 160 pages, 15 Wood-cuts, 17 cents.
Standard 1V, 208 pages, 18 Wood-cuts, 25 cents.
Standand V, 272 pages, 17 Wood-cuts, 30 ceats,
Standard V], 320 pages, 20 Waod-cuts, 38 cents,

READINGS IN EXGLISH LITERATURE, chironologically arvanged,
with Biogeaphical and Explanatory Notes and Introduction.
Printed on fine toned paper ; 474 pages.—Y0 cents,

Priced Catalogues of all W. & It. Cbambers's Publications may be had
on application to

REID, MACFARLANE & Co.,
Tublishers and Paper-Makers Agents,
GREAT ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.
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Fusiae Sextoar, Caloric Drinting Prows, 10, St. Vincent Street, Montreal. -



